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PREFACE. 

JL  HE  present  Volume  comprises  the  period  from  the  4th  of 
March  1737,  to  the  close  of  the  Fifth  Session  of  the  Eighth  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain,  on  the  14th  of  June  1739.  The  Mate- 
rials from  which  it  has  been  compiled  are  the  foOowing :  1.  Tha 
Journals  of  the  House  of  Lords.  2.  The  Joumak  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  3.  Timberhnd's  History  and  Proceedings  of  the 
House  of  Lords.  4:  Chandler's  History  and  Proceedings  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  5;  The  Gentleman's  Magazine.  6.  The 
London  Magazine.  7.  TindaVs  Continuation  of  the  History  of 
England.  ^  8.  Mr.  Coxe's  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Administra- 
tion of  Sir  Robert  Walpole.  And^  9.  The  invaluable  Manuscript 
Rq^rts  of  the  Debates  in  the  House  of  Lords^  from  1735  to  1743^ 
in  the  hand  writing  of  Dr.  Seeker^  then  Bishop  of  Oxford^  and 
afterwards  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

In  the  Preface  to  the  last  Volume^  it  was  observed^  that  from 
the  year  1735^  when  the  Debates  were  no  longer  published  in 
the  Political  Stated  the  Speeches  were  given  in  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine  by  Guthrie  the  historian^  and  in  the  London  Maga- 
zine by  Gordon  the  translator  of  Tacitus ;  both  of  whom  at- 
tended in  the  gallery  of  the  House^  and  received  information  from 
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Members  of  Parliament.    In  justice  to  this  kst  mentioned  pal>* 
lication^ — a  publication  which   by  no   means  holds  that  rank 
amongst  the  Periodical  Collections   of  the  times  to  which   it 
18  entitled — the  Editor  feels  it  his   duty   to   point  out    one 
or    two  '  gross    errors    into    which   Sir   John   Hawkins^     in 
his    Life    of   Dr.  Johnson^  has    led   his  readers.     Speakings 
of  the  eagerness  of  the  Public  to  know  what  was  going  for* 
ward    in  both  Houses  of  Parliament/  Sir  Jdin  inf<»Tn»  ns, 
that   Caye,    the    proprietor    of   the    Gentlettap^'s    Ma^^iae, 
'^  had  an  interest  with  some  of  the  Membera  of  both  Himses^ 
arismg  from  an  employment  he  held  in  tiie  PoetrOfice.     Of 
Ibis  advantage^  be  was  too  good  a  judge  df  his  own  iatereat 
not  to  avail  himself.      He  therefore  determined  to  gratify  bis 
readers  with  as  much  of  this  kind  of  intelfigehce  as  he  could 
fNTpcure,  and  it  was  safe  to  communicate:  his  resolution  was 
to  frequent  the  two  Houses  whenever  an  important  debate  was 
Iflcely  to  come  on^  and  from  such  expressions  and  particidars  in 
the  course  thereof^  as  could  be  collected  and  retained  in  memwy; 
to  give  the  arguments  on  either  side.    Tbis  resolution  hie  put 
into  practice  in  July  1736.    The  Proprietors  of  the  London 
Magazine  also  gave  the  Debates^  but  from  documents  less  au- 
thentic than  Gave." 
■i 

Now^  it  sa  happens^  that  Parliamfent  was  not  sitting  in 
July  1736;  waA,  by  referring  to  the  Volumes  themselves^ 
it  wUl  be  seen^  that  the  Debates  of  the  Session  which  opened 
on  the  10th  of  February  1737^  as  they  stand  in  the  Gentleman's 
A^agaz^lneof  that  year^  are  copied  verbatim^  down  to  the  very 
ernnrri  of  the  pr^^  from  tiie  Loudon  Magaaune;   from  thaK 
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ftty  Afeg&ziiie>  the  prot^rieUm  of  whicb^  as  Sir  John.  wowUT 
hiTem  beliere^  ''  ga?ethe  Dehates  from  documents  less  ailthentic 
flmn  those  of  Gave !''  By  turning  over  the  pages  of  the  present 
Vehime^  it  will  he  seen  that  most  of  the  great  Debates  are  tdwa 
fitm  that  pnbfication ;  and  its  merits  will  knore  strikingly  appear 
in  the  future  progress  of  this  Woric. 

On  the  13th  Of  April  1738^  the  House  of  Gommokis^  after  a 
^Debate  which  will  be  found  at  p.  800^  came  to  the  following  ^ 
Resdution  :  ''  That  it  is  an  high  indignity  to^  and  a  notorious 
bfeach  of  the  Privilege  of,  this  House,  for  any  News- Writer  in 
Letters  or  other  Papers,  (as  Minutes,  or  under  aiiy  other  deno- 
mination) or  for  any  printer  or  publisher  of  any  printed  News^ 
paper  of  any  denominatfon,  to  presume  to  insert  in  the  said 
LetlerB  o)r  PaperA,  or  to  give  therein  any  Account  of  the  De- 
tmUs,  or  other  Proceedings  of  this  House,  oi*  any  Conubittee 
thereof,  as  well  during  the  recess,  as  the  kitting  of  Parliament^ 
and  that  this  House  wfll  proceed  with  the  utmost  severity  against 
nch  offenders/' 

-  •  ,  * 

It  ii  remarkable  that  this  Resolution  passed  without  ar  single 
dissenting  voice,  and  with  little  public  animadversion.  It  is  no 
less  remarkable,  that  none  of  our  historical  writers,  with  the 
exception  of  Mr.  Coxe  *,  have  taken  the  least  notice  of  this 
Debate.  The  Resolution,  however,  was  not  followed  by  any  be* 
nefidal  effects ;  <m  the  contraiy,  it  tended  only  still  further  to  ex- 


*  See  Coxe's  Memoin  of  Sir  Robert  Walpda,  Vol.  1,  p.  575.  See  also 
Ha»kiiii>t  Life  of  Dr.  Johnson,  p.  97»  sad  Boswdl's  Life  of  Br.  JohneoDi  voL  1 , 
^^l4toeditioo. 
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cite  public  curiosity^  while  it  rendered  truth  more  difficult  of  ac- 
cess.  It  compelled  the  compilers  of  periodical  publications  to 
adopt  a  covert  method  of  giving  the  Debates^  which  made  it  moVe 
easy  to  fiedsify  them.  The  Gentleman's  Magazine  published  the 
'^  Debates  in  the  Senate  of  Lilliput^"  and  the  London  Magazine 
gave  a  ''  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  and  Debates  in  the  Political 
Club/'  with  Roman  appellations.  Each  Miscellany  afterwards 
explained  these  fictitious  titles  in  advertisements  affixed  to  the  re- 
spective VolAmes. 


The  Subscribers  are  respectfully  informed^  that  a  Volume 
"will  henceforward  be  published  with  the  greatest  regularity^  every 
three  months^  until  the  Work  is  completed ;  and  it  may  afford 
them  some  satisfisLction  to  leani>  that  a  General  Index^  upon  a 
very  extensive^  £»id  as  the  Editor  flatters  himself^  a  highly  useful 
Plan^  has  been  already  commenced^  and  will  be  so  proceeded 
upon^  as  to  be  ready  for  delivery  with  the  last  Volume.^ 

London, 
5|  Panlon-SquarCf 
Frf.  14, 1812. 
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10  GEORGE  THE  SECOND. 
A.  D.  17S7. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  concerning  CheU 
9ea  HosfitaL'}  March  4.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  came  to  a  Resolation, 
which  was  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
«"  That  28,707/.  5s.  lOd.  be  granted  to  hia 
Msjesty  upon  account,  for  Out-pension- 
en  or  Cuelsea  Hospital  for  the  year 
1TS7." 

Several  gentlemen  upon  this  occasion 
took  notice  of  the  great  charge  this  Hos- 
lital  was  likely  to  bring  upon  the  pub^ 
Lc  They  said  they  would  not  oppose 
the  modon  then  made ;  but  they  could  not 
iKglect  that  opportunity  of  takmg  notice, 
that  notwithstanding  its  being  a  time  of 
peace,  the  charge  seemed  to  be  every  year 
increasing;  for  that  last  year  the  sum 
prorided  oy  parliament  for  that  article  was 
hat  24^182.  \0s.  and  the  preceding  year 
it  wag  but  ISfiSOL  9s.^so  that  the  sqm 
then  demanded  was  very  near  10,0002. 
more  than  was  found  necessary  for  the 
lame  service  but  two  years  before.  They 
would  not,  they  said,  pretend  to  suggest 
what  were  the  particular  i^easons  for  that 
great  increase ;  but  there  was  one  general 
reason  which  would  always  hold,  wnile  wc 
l^ept  op  such  a  large  number  of  regular 
forces,  and  observed  the  same  rules  with 
T^spect  to  admitting  persons  into  that 
Hoipital  In  time  <n  war  there  had  been 
tro  rules  established  for  entitling  soldiers 
to  the  benefit  of  tiiat  Hospital;  one  of 
which  was,  a  soldier's  beins  wounded  or 
inaimed  in  the  service,  and  discharged  by 
bis  colonel,  as  unfit  for  further  service ; 
sod  the  otlier  was,  a  soldier's  having  been 
twenty  vears  in  the  service,  and  reduced, 
or  discharged  by  his  colonel,  as  an  old 


and  decrepid  soldier.  While  the  war  con- 
tinued, no  man  could  claim  a  title  to  the 
Hospital  by  either  of  these  rules,  unlesa 
he  was  by  his  i^e.or  his  wounds,  become 
actually  unfit  ror  service ;  because  as  re* 
emits  were  then  hard  to  be  got,  no  colonel 
would  discharge  a  soldier,  as  long  as  he  was 
any  way^  fit  tor  service ;  and  there  were 
but  very  few  who  could  ever  claim  the 
benefit  of  the  last  rule:  because  most  of 
them  were  either  killed  or  wounded  be- 
fore they  could  be  discharged  as  a  soldier 
^own  c(ecrepid  with  age.  Whereas,  now, 
m  time  of  peace,  we  had  not,  it  was  true, 
many  soldiers  who  could  daim  any  title 
firom  the  first  rule ;  but  the  numbers  of 
those  who  might  claim  a  title  from  the 
second  would  be  increasing  every  day; 
for  as  reeruits  were  now  eMily  procured, 
the  officers  were  very  apt  to  dfischarge  an 
old  soldier,  as  often  as  the^  could  find  a 
clever,  weU-looked  young  iellow  ready  to 
list  in  his  stead,  though  the  old  soldier 
might  then  be  as  fit  for  real  service,  but 
not  perhaps  so  proper  for  a  review,  as  the 
man  newly  listed ;  and  as  none  of  our  sol- 
diers were  in  time  of  peace  in  any  great 
danger  of  bemg  killed,  almost  every  sol- 
dier in  our  army  would  at  last  come  to 
have  a  title,  by  his  having  been  twenty 
years  in  the  service,  to  claim  the  benefit 
of  being  admitted  into  Chelsea  hospital ; 
and  that  at  an  age  perhaps  when  he  rai^ht 
not  only  be  fit  for  service,  but  fit  for  gain* 
ing  his  livelihood  by  any  industrious  em- 
ployment ;  for  if  a  young  fellow  listed  when 
but  eighteen  years  of  age,  at  his  age  of 
eight  and  thir^,  if  he  could  obtaiu  a  dis* 
cimrge  from  nis  officer,  he  would  have  a, 
title 'to  claim  being  admitted  into  Chelsea 
Hospital ;  and  by  means  of  a  long  beard, 
a  ragged  coat,  and  good  interest  at  the 
boaid,  he  might  even  at  that  age  be  ad- 
tB3 
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mitted  to  a  share  of  that  charitVy  which  was 
designed  only  for  the  disabled  and  de- 
crepid.  From  hence  they  could  not  but 
suppose,  that  a  peaceable  army  would  al- 
ways furnish  Chelsea  with  more  penajon- 
ers  than  a  fighting  army  of  the  same 
number  could  be  supposed  to  do ;  and  the 

f pensioners  drawn  from  the  former  would 
ive  longer  to  enjoy  their  pension,  and  to 
be  a  burden  upon  their  countiy,'t]um  the 
pensioners  di^a^^flrom  the  kiftter. 

These  things,  they  said,  they  tock  no* 
tice  of 9  not  with  any  design  to  oppose  the 
motion,  but  only  to  shew  the  man^  dis- 
advantages that  attended  the  keepmg  up 
of  a  numerous  standing-army  in  time  of 
peace ;  and  at  the  same  time  they  hoped 
It  would  contribute  towards  making  those 
concerned  as  carkful  as  possible,  not  to 
admit  any  to  the  benefit  of  that  Hospital, 
but  such  as  were  truly  objects  of  charity, 
and  deserred  fo  be  supported  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  their  cfbuhtry. 

To  this,  it  was  answered,  That  though 
the  nation,  by  means  of  the  wise  medsures 

Sursued  by  lus  Majesty  and  his  royal  pre- 
ecessor,  had  been  so  fortunate  as  US  re- 
main for  many  years  in  a  state  of  peace 
and.tranquillify,  though  that  happy  state 
should  continue  for  many  years  to  come, 
yet  it  had  cdways  been,  and  they  believed, 
would  always  be  deemed  necessary  to  keep 
up  some  regular  troops ;  and  wnile  tliey 
kept  up  any  such  troths,  it  Would  be  ne- 
cessary to  grant  a  subsistence  or  relief  to 
those  soldiers  who  should  grow  old  and 
decrepid  in  the  service;  for  a  poor  man 
had  no  other  way  to  provide  for  the  infir- 
mities of  old  age,  but  by  the  industry  and 
frugality  of  his  youth  ;  aftd  if  a  poor  man 
should  In  his  youth  forsake  every  sort  of 
business  by  which  he  might  provide  for  the 
infirmities  of  old  age,  in  order  to  make  him- 
self fit  for  serving  his  country  as  a  soldier, 
and  in  order  to  oe  ready  upon  all  emer- 
gencies to  venture  his  lire  in  the  c&use  of 
his  country,  such  a  man,  though  he  par-* 
took  of  the  happmess  of  his  country,  and*^ 
passed'through  life  without  danger,  yet  he 
deserved  as  much  to  be  provided  for  by 
his  country  in  his  old  a^e,  as  if  he  had 
been  during  his  whole  life  involved  with 
his  country  in  bloodshed  and  danger ;  and 
in  the  former  case  he  would  more  probably 
stand  in  need  of  it^ than  in  the  latter;  be- 
cause in  time  of  peace,  a  soldier  had  no- 
thing but  ^is  bare  pay,  out  of  which  it 
could  not  be  supposed  he  could  save  any 
thing  as  a  provision  for  old  age ;  whereas 
m  times  of  war,  Soldiers  were  ofien  allowed 
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to  plunder,  and  sometimes  enriched  thexid 
selves  by  the  spoils  of  their  enemies.- 

For  this  reason,  if  the  pensioners  i 
Chelsea  College  should  become  a  litt:! 
more  nuitlerous  in  time  of  peace  than  i 
time  of  war,  it  was  a  £sadvantage  whic 
could  not  be  prevented,  but  it  was  a  discuj 
vantage  that  was  sufficiently  compensate 
by  the  many  advantages  the  nation  reape 
from  astate  of  peaceand  tifanfuilHty;  tax 
the  maiataining  a  sufficient  niSnber  of  r< 
gular  troops  had  contributed,  and  woull 
always  contribute  towards  securing  ani 
prolongmg  the  enjoyment  of  those  advai^ 
tages.  Kfowever,  they  said,  they  coul^ 
not  admit  that  any  officer  would  be  verj 
apt  to  dischai^  a  soldier,  as  long  as  n 
was  every  way  fit,  and  properly  qualified 
for  the  service ;  because  the  breeding  of  j 
young  fellow  up  to*  discipline,  and  making 
him  uiorough  master  of  nis  exercises,  wa 
always  a  great  trouble  to  the  officer ;  9ni 
if  the  officer  should  discharge  such  a  niar^ 
the  board  were  not  obliged  to  admit  him  t^ 
the  bene&t  of  Chelsea  hospital,  ieven  thougl 
he  had  been  twenty  years  in  the  service 
unless  he  was  some  way  disabled,  or  grown 
very  old  diid  decrepid ;  at  least  if  an^ 
such  man  was  admitted,  he  was  immedi^ 
ately  sent  to  the  regiment,  or  to  some  o{ 
the  companies  of  mvalids,  and  by  tliai 
means  was  made  to  serve  for  that  subsisi 
tence  which  he  received  from  his  country- 
as  long  as  any  service  could  be  expected 
from  him;  so  that  they  believed,  there! 
were  few  or  no  soldiers  upon  the  establish^ 
ment  of  Chelsea  Hospital,  but  such  a^ 
were  real  Objects  of  charity^  and  they  wer« 
very  sure  the  commissioners  of  thi(t  board 
had  been  of  late  as  careful  as  possible  not  tc 
admit  any  man  upogi  that  establislimeni 
who  was  not  every  way  entitled  to  the  beJ 
nefit,  as  would  fuUy  appear  if  any  enquiry 
should  be  made  into  tnat  ^ffiiir ;  and  then 
the  particular  reasotis  for  the  late  increase 
of  the  charge  of  that  hospital  would  not 
only  be  made  to  appear,  Dut  would,  they 
were  convinced,  be  approved  of  by  every 
gentleman  in  that  House. 

Thp  question  was  then  put  upon  the 
motion,  and  agreeil  to  without  a  division.! 

Debate  in  the  Commom  on  the  DuXy  vmon 
Stveets.l  March  7.  The  proper  officer 
was  ordered  to  lay  before  the  House  an 
Account  of  the  nett  income  into  the  ex- 
chequer of  the  duties  on  Sweets,  for  seven 
years  ended  at  Micliaelmas  then  last; 
which  was  accordingly  presented  the  next 
day;  and  on  the  18tn  the  House  having 
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resolved  itadf  into  a  committee  of  Wayy 
and  Meansy  and  the  said  Account  having 
l>eeD  thereto  referred,  sir  Robert  Walpole 
moved  for  the  first  resolution  relating  to 
the  Duty  on  Sweets,  which,  after  a  Ions 
debate,  was  agreed  to :  then  the  second 
Resolutk)n;  and  the  House  having  agreed 
to  both  these  Resolutions,  a  Bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  brought  in,  which,  after  long 
debates,  was  pas^  intaa  law.  In  these 
Debates,  the  Arguments  for  the  resolu* 
tions,  and  afterwards  for  the  Bill,  were  in 
substaace  i|» follow: 

Sir;  Bjrtbe  Resolutions  we  have  already 
come  to,  m  the  commit^  of  s^pply,  it  will 
upon  calculation  appear,  we  have  granted 
|l^  M^erty,  for  the  service  of  ^e  ensuing 
year,  a  supply  of  about  %QQ5fi00l.  now  ^ 
the  land-tax  and  the  malt-tax  which  we 
have  granted^  do  not  both  together  amount 
\o  1,700,000L  there  will  be  a  deficie|icy  of 
near  400,|000^  which  must  be  provided  for, 
either  bj  increasing  some  of  the  tagcee  we 
have  already,  or  by  granting  9ome  new  tax» 
or  by  taking  so  much  from  the  Sinking- 
Fund,  or  lfluNly»  by  the  method  I  have 
thaaght  of,  and  which  I  shall  presently  ex- 
plain to  you.  As  for  increasiog  any  of 
the  taxea  w^  have  already,  or  imposing  a 
new  one,  I  do  not  think  we  can  nvuce  good 
the  deficiency  by  either  of  these  ways; 
because  I  do  not  think  the  people  can  well 
bear  any  additional  or  new  tax,  and  the  at* 
tempdn^oi  any  sueh  thing,  may  dienate 
the  affiections.  of  great  numbers  of  the  peo- 
ple from  our  present  happy  establishment, 
and  may  contribute  towards  increasing 
those  mobs  and  tumults,  which  have  m 
late  been  so  frec^uent  aU  over  the  kingdom : 
sod  as  for  the  Sinking  Fund,  the  growing 
produce  thereof  is  already  appropriated 
towards  ikying  a  million  to  the  South-Sea 
Old  annuitants;  so  that  we  cannot  make 
good  thia  deficiency  out  of  the  growin|^ 
produce  of  that  fundi  and  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  proper  to  mortgage  any  part  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  for  this  purpose. 

There  iM  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  no 

possible  way  left  for  making  good  this  dor 

jiciency  but  that  I  have  thought  of,  which 

k»  not  by  increasing  any  present  tax,  or 

imposing  any  new  one,  but  by  reducing  an 

old  tax  to  one  third  of  whatit  is  at  present. 

This,  Sir,  may  at  first  view  seem  to  be  a 

I  paradox ;  but  when  I  have  explamed  my- 

Kif,  the  mystery  will  vanish,  and  every 

gcDtleman  will,  I  hope,  approve  of  the 

« method  I  am  to   propose.    Every  one 

knows  Uiat,  ever  since  the  year  1699,  we 

hxe  had  aduty  of  noless  than  Sfo.  a  barrel. 


upon  aU  Sweets  made  for  sale  within  this 
kingdom,  which  is  so  high  a  duty  that  it  has 
in  some  measure  entirely  prevented  the 
making  of  any  such  liquors  for  sale;  at 
least  if*  any  such  have  been  made,  the 
makers  have  always  found  means  to  evade 
th^  law,and4eftnnd  the  public  of  the  duty, 
so  that,  the  dutv,  as  I  have  been  to]d,  has 
never  produced  any  thing  considerable, 
and  by  the  accounts  upon  our  table  it  ap- 
pears the  present  produce  amounts  to  little 
or  nothing.  Now,  Sir,  I  am  convinced 
that,  if  there  were  a  moderate  duty  laid 
upon  such  Ikjuors^  and  the  nature  of  the 
liquors  subjected  to  the  duty  iully  ex]^med 
in  the  act  for  imposing  it;  I  say,  that  io 
such  a  case  I  am  convinced,  a  very  consi- 
derable revenue  would  arise  yearly  irom 
the  consumption  of  such  liquors ;  because 
as  the  prime  cost  is  but  snuiU,  if  the  duty 
wereUuerable,  I  believe  therewould  hardly 
be  4m  ^e-house  in.  the  kingdom  without 
gieat  variety  of  such  liquors ;  and  if  they 
were  to  he  had  at  every  ale-house,  I  am 
persuaded  great  qu^tities  of  them  would 
ne  consume,  especially  now  that  our  peo- 
ple are  debarred  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors 
m  drams  or  otherwise. 

It  is  not  to  be  questioned.  Sir,  we  al- 
ready know  it  by  experience,  that  our 
puttiagan  entire  stop  to  the  retail  of  spi- 
rituous liquors,  will  be  a  great  hardship 
upon  all  those  who  formerly' dealt  in  that 
trade  ;  and  many  of  those  who  used  to  be 
their  customers  and  consumers  will  like- 
wise think.it  a  hardship  to  be  debarred  a 
moderate  use  of  such  liquors,  in  that 
method  they  have  from  their  youth  been 
accustomed  to :  although  every  sensible 
man  must  be  convinced,  that  the  putting 
of  this  hardship  upon  him  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  tne  public  good,  and  for  pre- 
serving tne  health  and  morals  of  the  peo- 
ple, yet  we  find  there  are  ^eat  numbers 
who  are  i^t  to  murmur  at  this  regulation ; 
md  to  prevent  these  murmurs,  I  can  think 
of  no  expedient  more  proper  than  that  of 
encouraging  the  retail  and  consumption 
of  those  liquors  called  sweets,  which  may 
be  made  to  answer  all  the  ^ood  ends  of 
spirituous  liouors,  without  bemg  attended 
with  any  or  the  fiUal  consequences  pro- 
ceeding from  an  immoderate  use  of  such 
liquors.  This  of  itself  would  be  a  good 
reason  for  diminishing  the  duty  payable 
upon  those  liquors  called  sweets,  even 
though  there  were  no  benefit  to  arise 
therdrom  to  the  public  revenue,  nor  any 
occasion  for  mcreasing^that  revenue.  But 
as  there  is  an  absolute  necessity  foi^  in« 
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creasing  the  public  teveime,  iii  order  to 
answer  those  supplies  you  have  already 
granted ;  and  as  there  is  a  great  proba* 
bility  that  by  diminishiiig  t£e  duty  on 
sweets  to  one  thurd  of  what  it  is  at  present, 
you  will  increase  the  public  revenue  as 
much  as  is  necessary  ror  answering  the 
present  occasion,  I  think  no  gentleman 
can  dispute  the  reasonableness  of  making 
such  a  diminution. 

But,  Sir,  to  add  to  the  weight  of  those 
reasons  I  have  already  given,  Uiere  is  ano- 
ther reasqn  of  great  weight  with  me  for 
endeavouring  to  encourage  die  consump- 
tion of  sweets,  and  consequently  for  oi'- 
minishing  the  duty  now  payable  upon 
them,  and  that  is,  the  great  quantity  of 
sugar  made  use  of  in  the  consumption  of 
such  liquors.  I  believe  no  gentleman 
doubts  but  that  the  consumption  of  sugar 
will  be  diminished  by  the  strict  prohibition 
of  the  retail  of  spirituous  liquors  in  punch 
or  otherwise ;  and  as  our  sugar  trade  will 
sufier  by  diminishing  this  consumption,  I 
should  be  glad  this  loss  were  maae  good 
to  the  sugar  trade,  by  incouragin^  and 
increasing  the  consumption  of  those  hquors 
called  sweets,  in  the  composition  of  wnich, 
there  is,  I  believe,  more  sugar  made  use 
€^  than  was  ever  used  in  the  composition 
of  the  like  quantity  of  that  liquor  called 
punch.  To  this  I  shall  add,  that,  as  most 
of  the  materials  made  use  of  in  the  com- 
position of  all  sorts  of  sweets  are  the 
growth  and  manu&cture  of  our  own  do- 
minions, and  as  a  great  variety  of  such 
liquors  may  very  much  diminish  the  con- 
sumption of  foreign  wines,  therefore  the 
increasing  the  consumption  of  the  former 
will  not  only  be  a  great  encouragement 
and  fidvantage  to  the  industrious  part  of 
t>ur  own  subjects,  but  will  likewise  be  an 
fulvantage  and  addition  to  our  general 
balance  of  trade,  by  diminishing  the  value 
4>f  our  imports. 

From  all  which,  Sir,  I  hope  it  will  ap- 
pear not  only  proper  but  necessary,  that 
we  should  aboli^  the  present  duty  on 
Sweets,  and  instead  thereof,  lay  on  such  a 
kss  duty  as  to  this  House  shall  seem  rea- 
sonable. With  respect  to  the  new  duty  to 
be  laid  on,  I  shall  not  pretend  to  prescribe 
%o  the  House,  I  shall  only  beg  leave  to  give 
my  reasons  why  I  think  12«.  a  barrel  will 
be  a  proper  duty.  I  believe  every  gentle- 
man will  agree,  that  as  long  as  we  have  a 
duty  upon  malt,  and  an  excise  upon  all 
malt  liquors,  there  ought  to  be  some  duty 
laid  upon  all  other  liquors  consumed  within 
«he  kingdom,  whether  they  proceed  from 
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foreign  or  dotnestic  growth  or  manu&d 
ture  ;  because  the  production  of  barie^ 
and  mfllt  is  a  production  we  ou^t  to  enl 
courage  as  much  as  any  home  productioij 
whatever:  therefore  there  ought  certainlj 
to  be  some  duty  laid  upon  all  sweets  con^ 
sumed  within  the  kingdom ;  and  in  m^ 
opinion  that  duty  ought  to  be  higher  thail 
the  duties  and  excises  payable  upon  th^ 
like  quantity  of  any  sort  of  malt  liquors  I 
but  not  so  high  as  may  entirely  preven 
the  retail  of  any  of  those  liquors.  If  w^ 
consider  and  compute  the  malt  duty,  and 
the  several  excises  payable  upon  beer  and 
ale,  we  may  reckon  that  every  barrel  o^ 
strong  beer  or  ale  pays  between  5  and  6/ 
a  barrel;  and  for  the  encouragement  a 
our  fiurmers,  by  increasing  the  consumpj 
tion  of  their  barley,  1  thmk  we  ought  u 
make  llie  duty  on  sweets  at  least  ooubk 
the  duty  upon  malt  liquors;  for  whidj 
reason  I  reckon  I2s.  per  barrel  is  th« 
least  duty  we  can  propose  to  lay  upon  aU 
sweets,  which  thall  hereafter  be  consumed 
within  this  kingdom. 

This  duty.  Sir,  as  it  is  but  a  very  litt!^ 
above  4^  a  gallon,  cannot,  I  think,  any 
way  tend  to  discourage  or  diminish  th^ 
consumption  of  such  liquors,  nor  can  H 
enhance  the  price  by  retail,  so  as  to  mak^ 
our  people  prefer  the  use  of  any  foreigd 
liquor,  to  tnat  of  our  home  made  sweets^ 
when  Uiey  are  skDfully  prepared,  and 
proper  care  taken  to  make  them  palatable 
as  well  as  healthful;  for  I  am  of  opinioii 
that  sweets  of  all  kinds  may  be  made  a^ 
palatable  and  as  healthful  as  any  sort  ol 
punch ;  and  considering  that  the  consumers 
must  pay  for  every  ndlon  even  of  rum^ 
punch  at  least  4<f.M>  duty,  I  cannot  but 
think,  that  upon  diminishing  the  duty  ori 
sweets  as  I  have  proposed,  several  sorts  oi 
them  may  be  mad^  up  and  sold  at  a  mucli 
cheaper  rate  than  any  sort  of  punch  cai 
be  ;  from  whence  I  must  conclude,  thatii 
a  little  time  great  quantities  will  begin  t 
be  consumed;  and  that  firoin ^ thenceforj 
ward,  this  particular  branch  of  the  public 
revenue  will  be  very  much  increased,  bji 
diminishing  the  duty  upon  such  liquors  j 
as  was  fonnerly  the  case  with  respect  t^ 
peppery  the  duty  upon  which  has  produced 
a  great  deal  more  yearly  since  it  was  re<{ 
duced,  than  ever  it  did  before. 

It  is  impossible  for  me.  Sir,  to  foretell 
with  any  certainty,  what  this  duty  upor^ 
Sweets,  when  so  reduced,  will  bring  ii^ 
yearly.  I  have  seen  several  calculationa 
and  computations  upon  the  head,  all  o^ 
which  were  foundea  upon  very  probably 
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coDjectures ;  but  Uiey  difiered  so  widely 
£rom  one  another,  that  no  man  can  deter- 
mine podtively,  which  <^  them  he  ought 
to  give  moit  credit  to.  By  some  of  these 
eomputationi  it  was  calculated  that  the 
duty  upon  sweets,  when  reduced  to  12s. 
per  banel,  wouldin  all  appearance  produce 
near  50,(X)OL  a  year :  by  others,  the  an- 
nual nroduce  of  this  duty  was  not  com- 
puteaat  above  20,  or  25,000/.  which  is  so 
great  a  diferetice  that  no  determination, 
hardly  any  supposition,  can  be  made  with 
lespect  to  the  future  yearly  produce. 
However,  if  this  duty  be  reducea  to  12f. 
a  baird,  and  that  doubt  exfdained,  whidi 
has  arisen  upon  former  acts  of  parliament, 
JD  rebtkm  to  liquors  made  for  sale  by  in- 
fiinoD,  fermentation,  or  otherwise,  from 
British  firuit  or  sugar,  or  from  fruit  or 
sugar  mixed  with  other  materials  or  in- 
grraienta,  and  commonly  called  or  distin- 
guished by  the  name  of  made-wines^  I 
shall  suppose  the  duty  will  then  produce 
90,00o£avear;  for  the  consumpt  of  those 
liquors  called  sweets,  has  not  only  been' 
prevented  by  the  extravagant  height  of 
the  duty  laid  upon  them  ;  but  the  doubt  I 
hanre  mentioned  has  always  prevented  its 
being  collected;  because  it  has  always 
been  pretended  that  such  made-wines 
were  not  chargeable  with  the  duty  of  S6s. 
a  barrel,  and  by  that  pretence,  people 
hsfe  generally  got  free  from  paying  that 
^ty  even  upon  sweets  made  for  sSe  by 
mmsion,  fennentation,  or  otherwise,  from 
for^n  fruit  or  sugar  ;  it  being  generally 
impossible  to  determine,  whether  sucn 
mixtures  are  made  from  foreign  or  from 
British  fruits  or  sugar. 

Now,  Sir,  if  we  suppose  that  the  future 
produce  of  this  duty  will  amount  to 
^,000iL  a  year,  as  it  has  never  heretofore 
produced,  I  believe,  30/.  a  year,  the  in- 
crease upon  it  will  then  bea  sufficient  fund 
for  borrowing  as  mudi  as  will  be  necessary 
for  making  good  the  supplies  you  have 
granted  for  theservice  of  this  ensuing  year. 
f  ssy  it  will  be  a  sufficient  fund,  not  only 
tor  paying  the  interest  yearly,  but  for  pay- 
ing off  the  principal  in  a  small  number  of 
yeats ;  for  400,000/.  will,  I  reckon,  be  the 
highest  sum  that  will  be  wanted,  and  as 
tlmt  sum  may  be  borrowed  at  3  per  cent,  a 
revenue  of  near  30,000/.  a  year  will  pay 
not  only  the  interest  yearly,  but  will  luce- 
wise  pay  off  tlie  principal  in  about  17  years; 
tt^  if  the  duty  should  produce  more  than 
90,000^  a  year,  it  will  then  pay  off  the 
principal  as  well  as  growing  interest  much 
iOOQer. 
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Thus,  Sir,  I  have  explained  to  you,  what 
I  thi^k  b]^  far  the  easiest  and  most  proper 
wa^of  raising  that  sum,  which  is  still  de- 
ficient for  making  good  those  supplies  wo 
have  already  agreed  to.  These  supplies 
must  certainly  be  made  good  some  way  or^ 
other;  audit  any  gentleman  will  rise  up 
and  shew  us  a  better  method  for  making 
them  good,  I  shall  very  readily  give  up  my 
project  and  agree  to  any  other  method 
proposed ;  since  I  have  nothing  in  my  view 
but  to  raise  those  sums  we  have  thought 
necessary  for  the  public  service,  in  that 
method  which  shall  appear  to  be  most  be- 
neficial for  the  nation,  and  least  burden- 
some to  the  people.  If  the  House  ap* 
proves  of  what  I  nave  proposed,  the  pro- 
per method  for  carrymg  it  into  execution 
IS,  to  resolve  first  to  repeal  or  abolish  the 
old  duty ;  and  then  to  resolve,  «<  That  a 
duty  of  12f.  per  barrel  shall  for  the  future 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty  upon  all  sweets 
made  for  sale ;''  therefore  I  shall  conclude 
by  makingyou  this  motion,  that  it  may  be 
resolved.  That  the  duty  of  36;.  a  barrel  on 
sweets,  granted,  &c. 

To  this  it  was  answered  in  substance  as 
follows; 

Sir ;  The  honourable  gentleman  who  haa 
pleased  to  move  vou  this  question,  set  out 
with  three  or  tour  general  maxims,  in 
which  I  shall  most  ree^ly  agree  with  him. 
The  supplies  we  have  already  granted 
ought  certainly  to  be  made  good  by  some 
means  or  other ;  and  I  am  so  far  of  opinion 
that  these  supplies  must  be  made  good, 
either  by  adding  to  some  of  the  taxes  we 
have  already,  or  bv  imposing  some  new 
one,  or  by  incroaching  upon  the  Sinking- 
Fmid,  that  I  am  sure  there  is  no  fourth 
way  of  making  them  good ;  therefore  the 
honourable  gentleman  raised  my  curiosity 
not  a  little,  when  he  told  us  he  had  thought 
of  a  method  for  raising  as  much  as  would 
make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  land  and 
malt  tax,  without  adding  to  any  old  tax,  or 
imposing  any  new  tax,  and  without  malang 
the  least  incroachment  on  the  Sinking 
Fund.  This,  I  confess,  was  to  me  a  para- 
dox and  a  mystery,  which  I  became  very 
impatient  to  hear  explained;  but  how 
greatly  was  I  disappointed  when  this  nota- 
ble project  came  to  be  laid  open  ?  for  then 
it  appeared  to  me,  and  I  hope  I  shall  by 
and  by  make  it  appear  to  the  House,  that 
this  project  must  either  be  a  new  tax,  or 
it  must  be  an  incroachment  upon  the  Sink- 
ing Fund. 

I  shall  likewise,  Sir,  most  readily  Agree 
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i^ith  the  b^o^ottirable  g^otileiiiaii  in  two, 
other  niaxixp3  be  set  out  with,  which  wei^i 
that  the  peo|ile  ciumot  well  bev  ^y  «((}? 
4itional  or  ^ew  tAx,  and  that  we  ought 
never  to  make  an  incroachment  upon  Ui^ 
Sinking«Fund:  But,  thif.  Sir,  we  ought  to 
bave  thought  on  before  graptin^  the  sup<^. 
pliet;  and  if  this  were  considered  a«  s^i-. 
bu&Iy  as  it  ought  to  be,  it  wouldmake  every 
gentleman  extremely  cautious  of  propos-^ 
mg  to  run  the  nation  into  an  unnecessieuy 
expence,  or  of  asking  any  supplies  for  that 
purpose;  for  after  we  have  once  granted 
supplies,  they  must  be  made  good  some 
way  or  ether.  We  ought  to  consider  that, 
notwithstanding  theLmany  taxes  our  people 
are  loaded  with,  yet  all  tnose  t^xes,  except 
the  land  and  the  malt  tax,  are  mong^ged 
for  making  ^ood  the  civil  list  revenue  we 
have  granted,  or  for  paying  the  principal, 
9nd  the  interest,  of  the  debts  we  have  con- 
tracted: We  have  now  no  way  of  provid- 
ing for  the  current  service  m  the  year, 
but  by  nieans  of  the  malt  tax  and  the 
land  tax;  and  I  must  say,  though  I  am 
sorry  to  say  it,  if  we  do  not  fall  into  a 
method  of  contracting  the  public  expence 
in  time  of  peace,  so  as  to  make,  those  twp 
t^es  answer  it,  this  nation  must  neces- 
sarily and  speedily  be  undone.  We  may 
^0  on  for  a  few  years  contriving  expedients, 
and  mortgaging  every  little  fund  we  have 
left  to  mortgage ;  but  this  must  be  attended 
with  inevitable  ruin  at  last;  for  the  richest 
man  in  the  kingdom,  if  he  spent  but  10/.  a 
year  more  than  the  real  income  of  his  es- 
tate, would  certainly  at  last  be  undone. 

Many  ways  might  be  contrived,  Sir,  for 
lessening  the  public  expence  yearly.  The 
reduction  of  the  army,  or  putting  them 
upon  a  different  foot,  is  one  method,  which 
is  obvious  and  known  to  every  man;  but 
there  is  another  method  which  would  be 
as  certain  and  as  extensive,  and  that  is,  by 
annihilating  all  those  sinecure  posts,  and 
undeserved  or  ill-deserved  salaries  and 
pensions,  which  have  been  growing  upon 
us  for  many  years,  and  which  can  never  be 
of  any  service  to  the  people,  unless  it  be 
to  enable  future  ministers  to  oppress  them. 
Many  of  these  I  could  mention  in  every 
branch  of  public  business  within  this  king- 
dom; but  I  shall  not  take  upon  me  the 
malice  and  resentment  which  such  a  pieqe 
of  public  service  would  draw  upop  the 
author,  from  all  those  whose  private  inte- 
rest would  be  struck  at.  I  do  not  think«it 
proper  or  prudent  for  any  private  man  to 
take  upon  himself  such  a  burden:  It  is 
proper  only^for  a  government  to  under- 


take f  and  whenever  the  government  doea 
yndertaj^eit,  I  axasure  mey  will,  if  ther 
makeclean  work,8aye  upwards  of  500,00u. 
a  year  to  the^pubhc,  which  is  a  greater 
sum  tha^ ifi  wt^gtedfoi^  the  service  of  the 
ensuiJQg  year. 

,  This,  ^r^  is  what  might  have  been  done, 
it  is  what  ought  to  have  be^n  done,  be- 
cause by  ^o  doing  i^e  might,  have  avoid- 
ed that  fatal  dilemina  we  are  now  reduced 
to.  The  resolutions  of  the  committee  of 
supply  have  nowjcoade  it  absolutely  neces* 
sary  to  load  the  pec^le  with  additional  or 
new  tastes,  or  to  mcroach  upon  the  jSink- 
ing-Fund ;  and  w:hatever  tne  hon.  gent* 
may  think  of  his  favourite  tempprary  es^r 
peoient,  to  every  impartial  enauirer  it  w2| 
appear,  that  it  xa\m  be  nmkea  under  on# 
or  other  of  these.methods.  The  duty  up«a 
sweets,  whatever  was  the  intention  dT  those 
Parliaments  which  established  it,  has 
never  been  raised,  at  least  it  has  never 
been  raised  in  so  extensive  or  strict  t^ 
manner  as  is  now  proposed;  therefore, 
with  regard  to  the  people,  it  must  be  looked 
on  as  a  new  tax.  If  we  were  to  revive  the 
ancient  tax  called  Danegelt,  we  may  fiM 
well  pretend  it  is  no  new  tax,  as  to  say 
that  a  tax  upon  sweets,  which  was  never 
before  levied  upon  Uie  people^  is  no  new 
tax.  The  people  never  before  felt  any 
such  tax,  therefore  when  they  come  to  feel 
it,  they  will  look  on  it  as  a  new  load  laid 
upon  Uieir  backs,  already  almost  broken, 
and  will  murmur  as  if  it  were  a  tax  which 
had  never  before  been  thot^ht  of.  They 
do  not  look  into  acts  of  Parliament  for 
learning  what  taxes  they  are  subject  to : 
they  consider  only  what  taxes  they  have 
been  accustomed  to  pay;  and  therefore 
they  will  always  date  the  commencement 
of  a  tax  from  tnat  time  when  it  hr^t  began 
to  be  exacted  upon  tjiem.  For  this  rea* 
son  our  beginning  now  to  exact  this  tax, 
will  certainly  raise  new  murmurs :  I  shall 
not  say  it  will  make  the  murmurings  of  the 
people  more  general ;  they  are  already  by 
much  too  general ;  and  such  temporary 
expedients  are  not,  I  am  sure,  the  most 
proper  ways  for  appeasing  them,  or  for  pre- 
venting those  riots  and  tumults  which  are 
now  so  justly  complained  of. 

But,  Sir,  even  witli  respect  to  the  laws 
by  which  this  duty  has  been  established, 
the  method  now  proposed  for  supplying 
the  current  service,  must  be  looked  on  as 
a  method  for  doing  it  by  a  new  tax  in 
whole  or  in  part,  or  it  must  be  Jopked  oa 
as  a  method  for  doing  it  by  incroaching 
upon  those  funds  appropriated  to  the  pay- 
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nent  of  the  principal  or  interest  of  our 
Mrts>  If  it  was  never  designed  by  any  of 
tlie  laws  now  in  being,  that  mode-wines 
diould  be  looked  on  as  Sweets/or  subject- 
ed to  any  tax  as  such,  the  subjecting  Uiem 
6r  the  mture  to  a  tax,  must  be  looked  on 
ii  imposing  a  new  tax  upon  such  wines; 
tod  irby  the  laws  now  in  being  all  liquors 
jnade  for  sale  by  hifiiston,  fermentation,  or 
otherwise,  from  British  fruit  or  sugar,  or 
fexn  fruit  or  sugar  mixed  with  other  mate- 
rials or  ingredients,  were  designed  to  be 
looked  on  as  Sweets,  and  as  such  to  be 
chargeable  with  the  duty  of  86$.  a  barrel, 
as  wdl  as  an  liquors  made  for  sale  from 
ibrdgn  fruits  or  sugar,  then  the  whole 
di^  now  proposed  to  be  abolished,  ktands 
aporopriailed  to  the  bayment  of  our  debts, 
and  makes  ft  part  of  the  Sinking-Fund,  as 
nar  u)pear  from  the  ftmous  act  of  the  6th 
ofmsiate  Majesty,  for  enabling  the  South- 
Sea  Con^Mmy  to  enbrease  their  capital,  bjr 
which  this  duty,  among  others,  stands  ex- 
wesslv  appropriated  to  that  Company. 
MOT  Qoes  It  signify  to  say  that  this  duty 
nerer  produced  any  Uiing;  because  if  {he 
krjing  of  this  dutv  was  prevented  by  a 
doubt  in  the  act  of  Farliament,  that  dd^bt  • 
OQght  to  have  been  explained  long  before 
sow;  for  he  who  grants  is  always  supposed 
to  grant  every  thmg  necessary  for  making 
Idi  grfmt  effectual.  Therefore,  as  the  old 
dotj  stands  appropriated  to  the  South-Sea 
Companv,  and  makes  a  part  of  the  Sink- 
ing-Funo,  we  cannot  anolish  it  without 
making  an  encroachment  upon  the  Sink- 
iog-Fuild ;  and  if  the  South-Sea  Company 
iboald  give  up  two  thirds  of  their  grant, 
in  order  to  main  the  remahiing  thirdtaore 
effectual,  or  if  we  should,  by'wi^y  of  repeal, 
td:e  from  the  Sinkmg-Fund  two  thiiros  of 
diit  duty,  in  hopes  the  rextaaihing  third 
would  produce  more  than  the  whole  three 
parts  formerly  did,  or  could  have  done, 
mdy  the  South-Sea  Company,  as  well  as 
die  Sinking-Fund,  have  an  imdoubted 
right  to  that  third  part ;  so  that  we  dannot 

Bropriate  the  1^.  now  pro])Osed  to  be 
upon  Sweets  to  the  service  of  next 
jear,  without  encroaching  both  upon  the 
Siking-Fiind,  and  upon  me  right  of  the 
8outh-Sea  Company. 

I  hope.  Sir,  every  gentleman  that  heans 
me  is  now  convinced  the  project  we  have 
uader  our  consideration  must  either  be 
cdled  a  new  tax,  or  an  incroachment  on 
Ae  Sinking-Fnnd ;  .and  as  the  hon.  gentle- 
Bnn  who  moved  you  the  question,  admit- 
ted, that  we  oughb  neither  to  impose  any 
^eir  tax,  nor  make  any  such  incroach- 


ment ;  I  hope  he  will  now  admit  his  pro- 
position is  such  a  one  as  oueht  not  to  be 
agreed  to ;  for  though  I  shall  not  say  that 
out  of  his  own  knouth  I  have  condemned 
nim,  yet,  I  think  I  may  say,  that  out  of  his 
own  mouth  I  have  condemned  the  project 
he  has  been  pleased  to  ofibr.  I  know,  it 
may  be  said,  that  if  we,  from  the  future 
produce  of  Uiis  duty,  pay  yearly  to  the 
Sinking-Fund,  a  sum  equal  to  what  the 
duty  has  produced  at  a  medium  since  the 
Jirst  time  of  its  being  granted,  we  cannot 
oe  accused  of  makmg  ahy  incroachment 
upon  the  Sinking-Fund ;  but  is  not  this  a 
sort  of  plajr  upon  words,  hardly  becoming 
the  courts  in  W  estminster-Hall,  and  mu^ 
less  the  proceedings  of  this  House,  where 
nothing  but  eduitv  and  strict  honour  oiigUt 
to  prevail  ?  -  A  duty  has  been  granted, 
rboney  has  been  borrowed  upon  the  credit 
of  that  duty,  it  has  smce  been  found  the 
duty  was  so  high,  that  it  amounted  to  a 
prohibition,  and  therefore  produced  little 
or  ^oflfing ;  the  creditors  come  and  desire 
the  duty^may  be  lowered,  in  order  that 
they  may  have  som^  Sort  of  security  for 
ftieu:  mohey :  could  we  refuse  so  equitable 
a  request?  Could  we  In  honour  say,  no, 
you  shall  have  the  former  produce,  which 
was  little  or  nothing,  continued  to  you ; 
but  tf,  upon  its  being  lowered,  it  produces 
more,  we  mubt  take  the  whole  increased 
produce,  fcAr  answering  our  own  necessary 
occasions?  The  case  before  us  is  still 
stronger:  the  old  duty  upon  Sweets  would 
have  produced  a  great  deal  more  than  evet 
it  did,  if  the  doubt  which  arose  about  the 
intention  of  the  law  had  been  explained  as 
now  designed ;  and,  if  what  is  now  design- 
ed, wbs  really  the  intention  of  the  law  at 
first,  that  doubt  ou^t  to  have  been  sd 
explained  as  soon  as  it  was  taken  nolibe  of, 
in  order  to  make  eifecitual  to  our  creditors 
that  grant,  which  we  had  made  them  for 
securing  tiie  payment  of  the  money  they 
lent  us  in  our  distress.  We  may  abolish 
the  old  duty,  we  may  establish  one  third 
part  of  that  duty  only,  for  the  fiiture ;  but 
that  new  duty,  so  to  be  established,  in 
honour,  in  justice,  in  equity,  belongs  to 
the  creditors  who  lent  their  money  upon 
the  credit  of  the  old  duty ;  and  consequent- 
ly, we  cannot  apply  it  to  the  current  ser- 
vice, without  makmg  an  incroachment  upon 
the  Sinking-Fund. 

I  have  hitherto  supposed,  Sir,  that  the 
parliament  which  established  the  duty  upon 
sweets,  designed  to  include  those  liquors 
called  made-wines ;  and  this  I  have  sup- 
posed, only  to  shew  that,   even  in  that 
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case,  we  oaght  not  to  agree  to  the  method 
proposed,  because  it  will  be  an  incroach- 
inent  upon  the  sinking-fund ;  but  now.  Sir, 
I  shall  suppose,  and  I  do  insist  upon  it, 
tiiat  no  former  parliament  ever  intended 
to  subject  liquors  made  for  ^e  by  infusion, 
fermentation,  or  otherwise,  from  British 
fruits  or  sugar,  or  from  fruitsor  sugar  mixed 
with  other  materials  or  ingredients,  and 
commonly  called  or  distinguished  by  the 
name  of  made  wines,  to  the  duty  by  them 
Imposed  upon  sweets;  and  the  practice 
eversmce  those  acts  of  parliament  were 
passed,  which  is  above  thirty  years  ago, 
nas  ftilly  justified  my  opinion;  for  we  must 
suppose  thecommissioners  of  the  treasury, 
the  commissioners  of  excise,  and  the  ex- 
cise-men, have  often  taken  the  opmion  of 
lawyers  upon  this  head;  and  if  they  had 
€ver  had  tne  opinion  of  any  tolerable  law- 
yer in  their  favour,  we  may  suppose  they 
would  have  exacted  the  tax  with  the  ut- 
most rigour ;  we  cannot  suppose,  without 
doing  great  injustice  to  those  worthy  ser- 
vants of  their  country,  that  they  would 
have  allowed  the  public  to  be  defrauded  of 
such  a  considerable  r&venue,  if  in  all  that 
lime  they  had  ever  had  the  opinion  of  any 
noted  lawyer  in  their  favour;  therefore, 
I  must  look  upon  the  proposition  now  made 
to  us,  as  a  proposition  for  imposmg  a  new 
tax  upon  tne  subjects  of  this  kingdom ; 
and  I  shall  now  endeavour  to  shew,  that  it 
is  a  tax  of  the  most  oppressive  nature,  and 
which  may  be  attendea  with  tlie  most  fatal 
consequences,  with  reapect  to  our  consti- 
tution and  the  liberty  oi  the  subject. 

The  nature,  of  Excise-laws,  Sir,  and  the 
dangerous  consequences  of  extending  such 
laws  in  a  free  country,  were  upon  alate  fa^ 
mous  occasion  so  tully  explained,  that  I 
little  expected  a  further  extension  of  such 
laws  would  have  been  attempted  for  some 
years  to  come ;  but  now,  I  find,  I  have 
been  egregiously  mistaken ;  for  theproject 
now  b^ore  us,  I  must  look  on  as  a  new 
and  a  wide  extension  of  those  laws.  Every 
one  knows,  the  duty  upon  sweets  is  to  be 
raised  by  Uie  laws  of  excise,  and  if  you 
subject  all  those  liquors  c^ed  made-wmes 
to  that  duty,  there  is  hardly  a  farmer,  or  a 
country  gentleman  in  England,  but  will  by 
that  means  be  subjected  to  the  laws  of  ex- 
cise, if  he  resolves  to  make  the  best  use 
of  his  earden  or  orchard.  Our  excise  laws 
have  weady  spread  themselves  over  every 
pity,  borough,  and  village,  in  the  kingdom, 
and  by  this  new  regmation  they  are  to 
spread  thet;n8elves  over  every  country,  and 
to  fat^r  JQto  tbo  niosi  lonesome  farm-house 
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in  England :  for  if  a  farmer  has  a  mind  t^ 
make  a  little  money  of  an  elder-hedge,  oj 
of  a  goosberry,  raspberry,  or  curranti 
bush,  or  of  a  mulberry-tree,  he  may  havj 
in  his  garden,  in  order  to  enable  liim  ii 
pay  his  rent  to  his  landlord,  his  house  musi 
be  open  all  hours  in  the  day-time  to  th^ 
ganger,  nay,  it  must  be  open  at  all  hours  ii 
die  night-time,  if  the  gaueer  can  but  fin^ 
a  profligate  fellow  of  an  ale-nouse-keeper  i^ 
the  hundred,  who  has  got  hunself  name^ 
a  constable  by  the  trading  justices  of  thj 
county.  Can  it  be  supposed.  Sir,  th^ 
this  will  produce  no  fresn  murmurs  ?  Cai 
it  be  supposed  our  farmers  will  all  sub] 
mit  patiently  to  such  a  hardship?  Or  caJ 
it  be  supposed  that  all  our  gaugers  will  be 
have  with  common  decency,  wchen  tliej 
get  into  a  lonesome  house  in  the  countni 
at  a  time,  when,  perhaps,  the  family  are  ij 
the  fields  a  hay-making,  and  no  person  Icr 
at  homebut  the  fiu'mer's  wife,or  daughter  | 
Then,  suppose  the  fanner  is  caught  in  j 
fraud,  how  will  the  landlord  look,  when  h^ 
finds  himself  disapgpinted  of  his  rent,  bj 
an  extent  brought  against  his  tenant  fo| 
the  penalty  ? 

I  am  sure.  Sir,  I  need  not  repeat  to  thj 

House    the  many    good  arguments   thsi 

have  been  made  use  of  against  excise-law^ 

It  has  upon  a  former  occasion  been  shewi^ 

that  they  are  of  the  most  dangerous  coi^ 

sequence  to  our  constitution ;  and  the  aij 

guments  then  made  use  of  are  certainli 

still  firesh  in  every  gentleman's  memorj 

I  shall  only  take  notice,  that  99  the  autho 

rity  and  business  of  excisemen  will  be  vcrj 

much  increasedby  thisnew  project,  thoug 

we  have  now  a  greater  number  of  therj 

than  we  have  occasion  for,  yet  their  nund 

ber  must  be  greatly  augmented ;  for  nc 

only  many  of  our  farmers  will  from  bene 

form  be  subjected  to  Uieir  review,  but, 

am  afraid,  every  tavern  and  wine-cellar  ii 

the  kingdom*    We  know  what  a  clamou 

was  raised  against  the  last  attempt  to  sub 

iect  wine«merchant8  and  vintners  to  excis 

laws :  that  was  an  open  attempt,  and  sue 

a  one  as  they  could  openly  oppose ;  bii 

the  difficulty  of  such  an  attack  was  thc^ 

felt;  and  therefore,  they  are  now  to  be  a^ 

tacked  in  an  indirect  and  hidden  method 

for  if  most  of  our  dealers  in  wine  be  brewed 

of  wine,  as  is  commonly  reported,  ever 

such  dealer  will,  by  this  method,  be  sulj 

jected  to  the  review  of  an    excisemaii 

though  he  dares  not  say  he  is  afraid  of  anj 

such  thing,  and  therefore,  cannot  openl 

oppose  the  project  now  before  us.     U] 

this  means,  Uie  mfiuence  which  excisenciei 
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tiraadj  bsve,  or  may  have,  upon  all  dty 
and  borough  elections  will  be  very  much 
iacreaaed ;  and  as  many  of  our  farmers  are 
fieeholdarsy  the  exeisemen  will,  by  means 
of  this  project,  have  an  opportunity  of 
gaining  an  influence  likewise  m  all  county 
electiont ;  both  which  are  diametrically 
opposite  to  oor  constitution,  and  to  the  li- 
beitj^  of  the  subject* 

If  by  lowering  the  duty  on  Sweets,  and 
psvendng  the  retail  of  spirituous  liquors 
m  punch  or  otherwise,  those  liquors  called 
made-wines  should  come  to  be  of  univer- 
sal use,  we  must  suppose  that  almost  every 
fiumer  in  England  will  turn  himself  towards 
the  making  of  such  liquors,  and  the  pro- 
diicing  of  materials  proper  for  that  purpose ; 
tiie  consequence  of  which  will  be,  that  he 
mast  go  to  the  next  office  of  excise,  and 
enter  his  name  and  place  of  abode,  toge- 
tfaev  with  every  room  and  place  made  use 
of  by  him  for  making  or  keeping  any  such 
liqoors.  This  he  must  do  under  a  great 
nasalty ;  and  from  the  time  he  has  done  so 
lie  can  no  longer  call  h^s  house  properly 
Ua  own :  from  that  moment,  the  ganger 
may,  any  hour  of  the  day,  and  as  often 
as  he  pUases,  require  admittance;  and,' 
by  taking  a  constable  alone  with  him,  he 
tti^,  at  my  hour  of  theni^t,  and  as  oft^n 
•she  has  a  mind,  require  admittance:  if  the 
paorftrmer  should  at  any  time  refuse  to 
leave  his  labour  in  the  fields,  or  if  be  should 
refiise  to  get  out  of  bed  afler  a  hard  day's 
labour,  in  order  to  let  the  gauger  enter  his 
Ihooae,  he  subjects  himself  to  a  great  pe- 
nalty. For  these  penalties  he  is  not  to  be 
sued  according  to  the  common  law^  not  to 
be  tried  in  ^e  usual  way,  by  God  and  his 
country,  but  he  is  to  be  tried  before  the 
commissioners  of  excise,  or  before  two  jus- 
tices of  peace,  who  may  convict  him  with- 
out any  jury,  upon  the  oath  of  the  gauger 
who  makes  the  complaint;  and  all  this 
>»ithont  any  appeal  but  to  the  quarter  ses- 
ftooa,  whose  judgment  is  to  be  nnal.  Then 
after  he  is  once  convicted,  in  order  that  he 
may  for  ever  after  remain  obedient  to  the 
tommissioners  of  excise  or  to  the  justices 
-of  the  peace,  they  are  impowered  to  levy 
ibe  whole  or  what  part  of  the  penalty  they 
nlease,  according  to  the  past  or  the  future 
oehaviour  of  the  unfortunate  convict. 

This,  Sir,  will  be  the  case  of  every  farmer 
m  England,  who  attempts  to  make  the 
most  of  the  gooseberries  or  currants  he 
'has  in  his  garden ;  and  if,  to  avoid  this 
misfortune,  ne  should  resolve  to  sell  his 
'firuiu  to  the  makers  of  such  liquors,  in- 
stead of  maldng  them  himself,  ne  must 

[VOL.  X.] 


sell  them  for  little  or  nothing.  From 
hence  I  am  apt  to  believe  that  notwith- 
standing the  low  duty  you  propose  to  lay 
upon  made  wines,  the  methods  you  are  to 
prescribe  for  raising  it,  will  prevent  the 
consumption ;  because  no  man  will  subject 
himself  to  the  excise-laws,  for  the  sake  of 
any  advantage  he  may  get  by  the  makbg 
of  such  liquors;  and  if  they  are  not  made^ 
I  am  sure  they  cannot  be  consumed ;  so 
that  one  or  other  of  these  inconveniences 
must  arise  from  the  project  now  under  our 
consideration:  Either  a  great  number  of 
our  people  will  be  subject^  to  excise-laws, 
who  were  never  before  subject  to  any  such, 
or  the  produce  of  the  duty  will  come  far 
short  of  your  expectation.  By  the  fortner, 
our  hberties  will  be  exposed  to  greateir 
danger  than  they  are  at  present,  or  ever 
ought  to  be;  and  by  the  latter,  we  shall 
leave  a  new  load  upon  our  posterity,  with- 
out any  competent  fund,  for  ridding  them 
of  that  load ;  which  is,  I  think,  what  no 
man  can  agree  to,  who  has  any  regard  for 
his  posterity,  or  the  future  happiness  of  his 
country.  ^ 

From  what  I  have  said,  Sir,  I  hope  it  will 
appear,  that  the  method  proposed  for 
making  good  the  deficiency  ot  the  supplies 
for  this  next  ensuing  yeat,  is  not  only  a 
new  tax,  but  one  of  the  roost  dangerous 
taxes  we  can  impose  upon  the  people.  I 
shall  be  far  from  proposing  ahy  addition  to 
the  land-tax;  I  uiink  2j.  in  the  pound  is 
the  highest  our  land-holders  ought  to  be 
loaded  with  in  time  of  peace ;  but  I  am 
sure  it  would  be  bettei'  for  every  land- 
holder in  England  to  pay  Ss.  in  the  pound 
land-tax,  than  to  lay  such  a  hardship  upon 
his  tenants,  as  to  make  it  necessary  for 
them,  either  to  subject  themselves  to  the 
laws  of  excise,  or  give  up  making  the  pro- 
per advantage  of  some  part  of  their  farms. 
An  additional  shilling  to  the  land-tax  is  but 
a  short  temporary  loss :  It  is  a  loss  of  a 
twentieth  part  of  his  reM  but  for  one 
year  only;  but  by  subjecting  his  tenants 
to  such  a  hardship  for  17  or  ^  years, 
may  find  himself  obliged  to  lower  the 
rent  of  every  farm  that  belongs  to  him, 
much  more  than  a  twentieth  part,  which 
will  be  probably  a  perpetual  loss,  or  at  least 
a  yearly  loss  that  may  affect  him  and  his 
posterity  for  a  great  number  of  years. 
For  this  reason,  I  say,  Sir,  every  land- 
holder ought  to  chuse  rather  to  pay  an  ad- 
ditional shilling  land-tax,  than  subject  big 
tenants  to  such  a  hardship  as  will  be  the 
necessary  consequence  of  the  project  now 
before  us*    But  tlxere  is  another  reason 
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why  every  man  in  the  kingdom,  as  well  as 
every  land-holder^  ought  to  be  against  this 
project,  if  he  has  a  proper  regard  for  hb 
posterity  or  for  his  country ;  because  the 
method  thereby  proposed  for  raising  mo- 
ney for  the  current  service,  is  in  general,  I 
thmk,  the  most  pernicious  method  this  na- 
tion, or  any  nation,  can  ever  chuse  for 
supplying  such  services.  To  establish 
funds,  and  then  mortgage  those  funds  for 
ready  money,  is  a  methcKl  of  supplying  the 
current  service,  which  I  shall  now  endea- 
vour to  shew  XM>  nation  oug^t  to  take,  but 
in  cases  of  the  greatest  extremity  and 
danger* 

In  every  country.  Sir,  that  which  may 
be  called  the  estate  or  revenue  of  the  pub- 
lic is  the  sum  that  may  be  raised  yearly 
ivom  the  public  lands,  and  from  those  taxes 
and  impositions  which  the  people  will  pa- 
tiently submit  to  pay ;  therefore  if  in  any 
one  year  the  public  expence  exceeds  that 
sum,  by  mortgaging  a  part  of  this  public 
•state  or  revenue,  the  public  is  in  the  same 
circumstances  with  a  private  man  who  runs 
out  his  estate,  and  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  can,  for  the  future,  be  reckoned  to 
have  a  greater  estate  or  revenue  than  what 
remains  free  to  him  after  the  pajrment  of 
the  interest  upon  his  mortgages  yearly. 
The  only  difference  is,  that  the  revenue  of 
a  private  man  is  certain  and  always  the 
same,  whereas  the  public  revenue  of  a 
kingdom  or  state  is  variable,  and  may  al- 
ways be  greater  in  time  of  war  tlum  in 
time  of  peace;  because,  during  a  just  and 
necessary  war,  the  people  wOl  patiently 
submit  to  greater  taxes  than  they  will  do 
in  time  of  peace;  but  in  either  case,  if  the 
government  of  a  country  should  make  the 
public  expence  exceed  tne  public  revenue, 
but  for  one  year  only,  it  is  a  step  towards 
their  ruin,  and  a  great  number  of  such 
Bte^B  must  certainly  at  last  bring  them  to 
their  journey's  end,  which  is  Uie  ruin  of 
their  country.  For  this  reason  the  go- 
Temment  of  every  country  ought  to  take 
special  care  to  proportion  the  public  ex- 
pence  to  the  pubhc  revenue  yearly,  so  as 
never  to  aUow  any  public  debt  to  oe  con- 
tracted, but  what  may  be  discharged  by 
the  produce  of  the  taxes  growing  due 
withm  that  year. 

Ministers,  Sir,  and  those  in  the  present 
possession  of  power,  may  very  probably  be 
for  loading  the  public  with  debts,  instead 
of  loading  the  people  with  taxes,  because 
the  people  are  sensible  only  of  the  taxes 
they  pay,  they  are  not  immediately  sen- 
sible of  the  debt  the  public  contracts,  nor 


Dedate  in  the  ContmoM  [99 

can  thev  probably  become  sensSde  of  it 

during  that  minister's  administration.  This 
may  enable  him  to  run  the  nation  into  a 
needless  expence,  or  to  squander  the  pub- 
lic money,  without'  bringmg  an  immediate 
odium  upon  himself,  or  raising  any  mur- 
murs against  hisadministiation;  but  every 
such  debt  weakens  the  power  of  the  crown, 
which  depends  upon  the  annual  revenue 
of  the  kmgdom,  and  may  render  it  im- 
possible even  for  the  very  next  successor 
to  protect  his  kingdom,  either  against  in- 
vasions and  insults  from  without,  or  tumults 
and  insurrections  from  witliin;  therefore 
no  man  who  has  a  true  regard  for  the 
crown,  or  for  the  next  successor  to  the 
crown,  will,  for  the  ease  of  any  temporary 
minister,  agree  to  run  the  nation  in  debt, 
in  order  that  the  people  may  not  be  sen- 
sible of  the  unnecessary  charge  his  am- 
bitien,  imprudence,  avarice,  or  extrava- 
gance, may  have  brought  upon  them. 

When  such  taxes  are  imposed  and  col- 
lected within  the  year^  as  are  fully  suffi- 
cient for  defraying  theexnence  of  that  year, 
the  people  are  sensible  ot  the  expence,  and 
will  therefore  encjuire  into  the  necessi^  of 
that  expence,  which  wiU  alwa^^s  be  a  check 
upon  the  measures  of  tlie  administration,  in 
time  of  war  as  well  as  peace:  It  will  not 
only  make  them  frugal  with  respect  to 
every  shilling  of  the  public  money  they 
are  obliged  to  lay  out,  but  it  will  make 
them  careful  not  to  involve  the  nation  in  any 
unnecessary  war  or  expence;  and  it  will 
prevent  their  continuing  of  any  war,  longer 
than  the  future  security  of  the  nation  re- 
quires. On  the  other  hand,  when  the 
Eublic  expence,  or  any  part  of  it,  is  raised 
y  imposing  a  small  tax  upon  any  of  the 
necessaries,  conveniencies,  or  luxuries  of 
life,  and  mortgaging  that  tax  for  a  number 
of  years,  the  people  are  not  sensible  of  the 
expence  they  are  put  to,  and  consequently 
make  no  enquiry  about  it,  which  often 
gives  an  encouragement  to  those  in  power 
to  run  the  people  into  needless  expences, 
and  lavish  tlie  public  money.  But  if  such 
measures  be  continued  for  any  number  of 
years,  those  small  taxes  grow  so  numerous, 
that  they  become  not  only  sensible  but  in- 
supportable :  The  complaints  and  the  mur- 
murs of  the  people  tnen  begin  to  grow 
general  and  loud ;  but  the  misfortune  is, 
diat  their  resentment  falls  upon  those  who 
have  then  the  i]l  fate  to  be  in  power  over 
them,  and  not  upon  those  who  were  the 
original  authors  of  their  misery. 

Another  misfortune  is.  Sir,  that  by  con- 
tracting debts,  instead  cf  imposing  taxes. 
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the  nation  is  at  last  obliged  to  pay  3  or  4^. 
Kxnetiinefl  more,  for  every  Bmlling  that 
was  ever  qiplied  to  the  public  service  ; 
because  the  interest  and  charges  of  ma- 
nagement, which  the  people  are  obliged 
to  pay  yeariy  till  the  principal  be  dis- 
charged, often  amounts  to  double  or  treble 
the  sum  applied  to  the  service  of  the 
public  Kwe  were  to  compute  what  this 
Bation  has  paid  for  interest,  and  charges 
of  management,  upon  all  the  debts  we 
have  contracted,  it  would  amount  to  an  in- 
credible sum :  I  am  convinced  it  would 
appear  to  be  more  than  three  times  the 
ammint  of  the  whole  debt  we  owe  at  pre- 
sent. LfCt  us  but  consider  the  project 
now  before  us  :  let  us  suppose  400,doO/L 
borrowed  at  an  interest  ot  3  per  cent,  and 
tibat  the  tax  will  amount  to  but  35,000/.  a 
year,  which  is  Uie  least  gross  produce  we 
san  suppose  upon  the  supposition  that  it 
will  brmg  a  nett  sum  of  30,000/.  yearly 
into  the  Exchequer;  in  ^at  case,  the 
people  must  pay  35,000/.  a  year  for  17 
years,  which  at  3  per  cent,  compound  in- 
terest amounts  to  near  750,000/.  and 
whicb  must  be  oaid  by  the  people  of  Eng- 
knd  kk  lieu  ot  the  400,000/.  now  to  be 
borrowed  ior  the  service  of  this  year. 
When  so  low  an  interest,  in  so  short  a  time, 
makes  audi  a  difference,  we  may  easily 
eiwss  what  an  immense  sum  the  people  of 
um  kingdom  have  paid  for  interest  and 
chaises  of  management,  since  that  prac- 
tice of  creating  and  mortgaging  public 
funds,  was  first  brought  into  fashion 
amongst  us. 

It  may,  I  know,  be  said,  that  if  the 
whole  money  necessary  for  the  current 
service  is  not  raised  within  the  year,  the 
people  must  save  so  much  money  in  their 
pockets,  which  they  would  otherwise  be 
obliged  to  pay  out,  for  making  good  the 
service ;  and  that  every  private  man  may 
make  above  5  per  cent,  of  the  money  so 
caved,  instead  of  3  per  cent,  upon  the  sum 
wiii<^  the  public  borrows  for  the  current 
service;  from  whence  it  may  be  argued, 
that  it  is  an  advantage  for  every  private 
man  to  run  the  public  in  debt,  rauier  than 
raise,  within  the  year,  the  whole  sums  ne- 
cessary for  the  current  service  of  the  year. 
Bat  do  not  we  know,  Sir,  that  every  man 
looks  upon  the  taxes  he  is  obliged  to  pay 
yearly,  as  a  part  of  his  yearly  expence ; 
and  the  more  taxes  he  is  obliged  to  pay, 
the  more  he  coi^tracts  his  yearly  expence 
upon  other  articles  ?  This  every  prudent 
aad  pnmdent.man  will  do,  when  he  feels 
the  money  going  jearly  out  of  his  pocket 


towards  the  public  expence  ;  but  when  a 
public  debt  is  contracted,  and  thereby  a 
toad  thrown  upon  future  generations  for 
the  ease  of  the  present,  no  man,  let  him 
be  never  so  provident,  sits  down  to  com- 
pute the  ease  he  meets  with,  in  order  that 
lie  may  save  as  much  out  of  that  year's 
expence,  as  may  enable  his  posterity  to 
answer  the  load  thrown  upon  them. 
People  consider  only  the  yearly  taxes  they 
are  subjected  to,  and  proportion  tlieir  ex- 
pences  upon  other  articles  accordingly; 
so  that  posterity  are  so  far  from  having  the 
principal  left  them,  with  compound  inter- 
est at  5  per  cent,  that  they  nave  neither 
principal  nor  interest  lefl.  them ;  nor  is  it 
possible  to  persuade  an  heir,  that  any 
part  of  the  estate  left  him  by  his  ancestor, 
was  saved  for  him,  with  a  view  of  enabling 
him  to  pay  his  share  of  that  public  debt, 
which  was  contracted  in  the  time  of  his 
ancestor. 

To  these  misfortunes.  Sir,  let  me  add 
another,  that  the  creating  and  mortgaging 
public  fimds  necessarily  contributes  to  the 
raising  and  keeping  up  the  natural  interest 
of  money,  or  to  the  draining  the  nation  of 
that  gold  and  silver  which  is  brought  into 
it  by  Us  general,  balance  of  trade.  As  the 
natural  interest  of  money,  in  all  countries, 
depends  upon  the  proportion  between  the 
demand  for  borrowing  money  at  interest, 
and  the  demand  for  lending  money  at  in- 
terest, by  creating  and  mortgaging  public 
funds,  you  increase  the  first  demand,  and 
consequently  the  natural  interest  of  money 
must  rise,  unless  you  proportionably  in- 
crease the  other,  and  this  you  can  no  way 
do  but  by  prevailing  with  foreigners  to 
lend  you  a  sum  equal  to  that  public  fund 
you  have  established.  If  you  can  do  this, 
you  keep  up  the  same  proportion  between 
the  demand  for  borrowing  money  at  in- 
terest, and  the  demand  for  lending  money 
at  interest,  which  you  had  in  your  country 
before  that  public  fund  was  created  ;  but 
then  what  is  the  consequence  ?  The  whole 
sum  payable  yearly  by  way  of  interest 
upon  that  public  fund  must  be  sent  out  of 
your  country  yeariy  in  gold  or  silver,  or  it 
must  prevent  so  much  gold  and  silver 
yearly  coming  in  to  you,  by  means  of  your 
general  balance  of  trade  ;  for  unless  you 
create  a  new  fund,  your  forei^  creditors 
cannot  possibly  convert  their  interest  into 
principal ;  and  if  you  create  a  new  fund, 
you  add  to  your  former  misfortune,  by  in- 
creasing the  annual  draught  of  gold  and 
silver  from  amongst  you. 

To  apply  this,  Sir,  to  our  present  cir* 
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cumstances ;  suppose  the  whole  of  our 
public  debts  amounts  to  48  millionsy  and 
that  but  10  millions  of  that  capital  belong 
to  foreigners^  though  I  am  convinced  their 
diare  junounts  to  a  much  larger  sum  ;  in 
that  case,  you  have  taken  38  millions 
from  the  demand  for  lending  money  at 
interest  in  your  country,  and  have  added  it 
to  the  demand  for  borrowing  money  at  in* 
terest,  which  makes  a  difference  of  no  less 
than  76  millions,  and  how  this  difference 
inust  affect  the  proportion  between  these 
two  demands,  and  consequently  the  na- 
tural interest  of  money  in  this  country,  I 
shall  leave  to  every  gentleman  that  hears 
me  to  judge.  Then  as  to  the  10  millions 
belonging  to  foreigners,  it  is  true,  it  pre- 
vents the  difference  between  these  two 
demands  in.this  country  being  so  great  as 
it  would  otherwise  be ;  but  the  conse- 
quence is,  that  tlie  yearly  interest  of  the 
cum  of  10  millions,  which  is  400,000/.  a 
year,  must  be  sent  out  annually  in  ^old 
and  silver,  or  in  goods  and  i;nerchandize  ; 
for  all  bills  of  exchange  must  at  last  be 
answered  by  one  or  other  of  these  fimds.  If 
it  be  sent  out  in  gold  and  silver,  it  dimi- 
nishes our  national  stock  of  gold  and  silver; 
if  in  goods  and  merchandize,  it  prevents  its 
increase ;  because  the  price  of  those  goods 
and  merchandize  must  necessarily  at  last 
have  been  returned  to  us  in  gold  and  silver, 
if  we  had  had  no  such  interest  to  have  paid 
yearly  to  foreigners.  While  the  general 
oalance  of  trade  continues  in  our  favour, 
the  paying  af  this  interest  to  foreigners 
will  only  prevent  the  yearly  increase  of 
our  national  stock  of  gold  and  silver  ; 
h\^  as  soon  as  the  eeneral  balance  of  trade 
turns  against  us,  this  whole  sum  must  be 
drawn  out  yearly  in  gold  and  silver,  which 
must  necessarily,  in  a  few  years,  entirely 
exhaust  our  national  stock  of  those  two 
metals  ;  and  when  that  misfoiftsne  comes 
upon  us,  I  am  afraid  we  shall  find  but 
little  comfort  or  relief  in  our  paper  credit. 
This  consideration  alone.  Sir,  I  should^ 
think,  would  make  every  gentleman  re- 
solve to  submit  to  any  tax,  rather  than  run 
the  nation  further  into  debt ;  and  I  am 
sure  it  ought  to  make  every  minister  re- 
solve to  contract  the  public  expence  as 
much  as  possible.  There  are  many  other 
misfortunes  and  inconveniencies  attending 
the  creating  and  mortgaging  of  public 
funds  ;  but  I  shall  not  trouble  you  with 
enumerating  any  more  of  them  at  present ; 
I  thmk,  I  have  said  enough  for  convincing 
every  man,  who  has  a  sound  heart  as  well 
as  a  sound  head,  that  any  projeot  for 
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running  the  nation  into  a'  new  ddbt  must 
be  a  most  pernicious  sort  of  means  for  sup* 
plying  the  current  service  of  the  year.  If 
so,  I  am  sure  every  gentleman  that  hears 
me,  would  give  hw  negative  to  the  ques* 
tion,  if  there  should  be  an  occasioii  ;  but 
there  will  not,  I  believe,  be  any  occaaion 
for  a  negative ;  because,  if  the  honoiirabie 
gentleman,  who  made  you  this  propoaition, 
views  it  in  the  same  light  I  do,  I  am  sure 
he  wiU  most  readily  give  it  up.  It  may, 
perhaps,  be  said.  Will  you  leave  the  cur- 
rent service  unprovided  for  ?  Will  yoa 
allow  the  session  to 'break  up  without  pro- 
viding for  those  supj^ies  you  have  already 
granted  ?  No,  Sir :  sevend  t)ther  methods 
may  be  thought  of:  I  have  hinted  at  one, 
which  I  am  sure  would  be  sufficiaDt ;  I 
mean,  that  of  abolishing  several  of  our  un- 
necessary posts  and  employments.  A 
committee  for  that  puipose,  if  we  were 
unanimous,  would  soon  nnd  out  a  fond  for 
answering  the  present  deficiency  ;  and,  I 
am  certain,  there  is  no  method  Uiat  will 
be  more  effectual  for  producing  that  una- 
nimity, than  our  rejecting  or  droppiiig  the 
proposition  now  before  us;  tor  which 
reason,  if  it  be  insisted  on,  I  shall  most 
heartily  give  my  negative  to  the  question. 

Tlie  Reply  was  to  the  effect  as  foUovrs : 

Sir;  I  am  ^ad  to  find,  that  every  gen- 
tleman who  has  argued  for,  or  against  the 
question  now  before  us,  seems  to  be  of 
opinion,  the  Supplies  we  have  already 
voted,  ought  to  be  made  good,  some  way 
or  other.  When  these  suj^es  w»e 
granted,  I  easily  foresaw,  that  the  malt-tax 
and  a  hmd-tax  of  2f.  in  the  pound,  would 
not  be  sufficient  for  answering  them;  and 
I  confess,  though  I  saw  the  necessity  of 
the  supplies  we  had  agreed  to,  I  was  under 
some  uneasiness  to  think  how  itwas  possible 
to  make  good  the  deficiency  ;  because,  I 
thought  it  would  be  hard  to  load  the  people 
with  any  new  or  additional  tax,  or  to  make 
any  incroachment  upon*  the  sinking  fund  ; 
but  my  uneasiness  was  fully  removed,  as 
soon  as  my  honourable  friend  had  ex- 
plained the  method  he  had  thought  of,  for 
making  good  that  deficiency.  The  method 
he  proposed,  and  which  we  have  now 
under  our  consideration,  appeared  to  me 
so  easy,  and  I  beg  his  leave  to  say^  so  in- 
genious, that  I  imagined  it  would  have 
been  agreed  to  without  any  opposition  ; 
but  this  is  a  fate,  which  I  am  glad  to  find 
few  or  no  propositions  are  lilce  to  meet 
with  in  this  House :  for  a  bad  one  ought, 
and^  I  hope,  always  will  be  opposed  ;  and 
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igood  one  demes  great  advanUges  from 
tppoBition)  because  its  usefulness  from 
tbenoe  i^pears  in  a  much  clearer  light. 
Am  I  very  mudi  amrove  of  the  meti^od 
MMScd  by  my  honourable  friend,  for 
Dskiog  good  the  deficiency  of  the  siip- 
pties  ror  this  year,  I  shall  endeavour  tp 
leiBOve  the  objections  that  have  beep  made 
U>it»aiid  then  I  shall  endeavour  to  shew 
it  iojusttce  and  impossibili^  of  the  other 
nethods  that  have  been  proposed,  or 
ntfaer  hinted  at  in  this  debate* 
.  I  as  heartily  wish.  Sir,  as  any  gentleman 
en  do,  that  .we  could  contract  the  public 
expeacae,  so  as  to  make  the  malt-tax  and  a 
liadtsxof  2(.in  the  pound,  sufficientfor  an- 
tveriDg  it  yearly ;  but  the  public  expence, 
as  iQ  its  quantity,  neither  depends  upon  our 
rewlutions,  nor  upon  the  will  and  pleasure 
of  those  who  have  the  honour  to  be  in  the 
dhnioistration  of  our  government.  The 
SBDoal  public  expence^  in  this  country,  as 
well  as  m  every  other  country,  depends 
apoa  the  necessities  of  the  government 
wky  and  ought  to  be  increased  or  dimi- 
BMoed  only  according  to  those  necessities. 
h  aihitrary  countries,  the  ministers  are 
the  only  judges  of  those  necessities,  and  of 
the  SUBS  that  will  be  sufficient  for  answer* 
ing,  as  well  as  of  the  ways  and  means  most 
proper  for  raising  them ;  but,  in  this  happy 
eouQtiy,  our  ministers  are  no  judges  in 
either  of  diese  respects :  their  business  is 
only  to  lay  before  parliament  what  they 
imk  will^e  the  necessities  of  our  govern- 
neot  far  the  ensuing  year,  and  what  sums 
tfa^  think  will  be  sufficient  for  answering 
those  necettities»  When  they  have  done 
10,  they  are,  as  it  were^  Juncto  nf^ioj,  they 
hivenothingmore  to  do;  for  the  parliament 
is  then  to  judge.  Whether  those  necessities 
are  real ;  W^hether  a  less  sum  m^y  not  be 
nffieient  for  answmng  those  necessities : 
And  what  ways  and  means  are  most  pro- 
per for  nusmg  those  sums,  that  shall  be 
^looght  necessary.  Of  these  three  ques- 
tioBS,  we  have  already  determined  the  first 
two;  and  now  we  have  the  third  under 
<nr  consideration. 

In  determining  diis  third  question,  we 
certainly  ought,  Sir,  to  chuse  such  ways 
nd  means  as  may  be  sufficient  for  the  end 
proposed;  such  as  may  be  least  burden- 
Mme  to  the  people,  aiid  such  as  may  seem 
t5  occaiiou  tne  fewest  murmurings  against 
the  government :  and,  that  the  method  now 
proposed  to  us  has  every  one  of  these  three 
Ji^vantages,  will  best  appear,  from  answer- 
10^  the  several  objections  that  have  been 
'   to  it.    I  shall  grant,  Sir,  that  some 


sort  of  comparison  may  be  made  between 
the  public  revenue  of  a  nation,  and  a  pri* 
vate  man'<S  estate;  and  that  a  mortgage 
upon  either,  must  be  a  loss  to  posterity, 
and  a  diminution  of  the  estate,  till  that 
mortgage  be  cleared  $  but  there  is  a  very 
great  difference  between  what  may  be 
called  a  loss  to  posterity  and  what  may  be 
called  doing  them  a  real  injury :  a  private 
man  who  mortgages  his  estate,  in  order  to 
support  his  luxury  or  extravagance,  does  a 
real  injury  to  his  posterity :  but  he,  who 
by  some  cross  acdaent  is  obliged  to  mort- 
gage his  estate  for  the  preservation  of 
himself  and  family,  does  no  injury  to  his 
posterity,  though  he  subjects  them  to  a 
loss.  In  the  same  manner,  a  nation  may 
often,  for  self-preservation,  be  obliged  to 
be  at  a  much  greater  public  exptiice  than 
can  possibly  be  raised  within  the  year,  and 
must  then  necessarily  mortgage  some  part 
of  its  public  revenue  ;  which  is  so  far  from 
bein^  an  injury  to  posterity,  that  there  is 
nothing  more  just  and  reasonable ;  because, 
as  future  generations  are  to  reap  a  great 
part  of  die  benefit,  they  ought  to  pay  some 
part  of  the  expences  which  were  neces- 
sary for  obtaining  and  preserving  that  he-* 
nent. 

Not  only  necessity,  tlierefore.  Sir,  but 
even  common  justice  may  sometimes  re- 
quire, that  a  public  debt  should  be  con« 
tracted,  rather  than  lay  too  heavy  a  load 
upon  the  people  for  any  one  year,  or  for 
any  number  of  years ;  and  whatever  in- 
conveniencies  or  disadvantages  such  a 
measure  may  be  attended  with,  the  neces* 
sity  of  affairs  wiU  always  be  a  fdll  justifica- 
tion of  those,  who  pursue  it.  But,  I  can- 
not think,  the  disadvantages  attending 
such  a  measure  are  near  so  grievous  as 
have  b^n  represented ;  for  as  to  the  in- 
terest and  charges  of  management^  the 
money  paid  by  the  people  for  those  pur* 
poses  IB  seMom  any  real  loss  to  the 
nation,  because  it  is,  generally,  all  divided 
among  oiur  own  people;  there  is  but  a 
very  small  share  of  the  interest  belongg 
to  foreigners;  and  what  goes  out  that 
way  is  attended  with  this  adv||ptage,  that 
it  procures  the  nation  some  friends  ii^ 
foreign  states,  who  have  oflen  great  weight 
in  their  councils,  and,  consequently,  may 
prevent  their  joining  in  any  measures  with 
our  enemies.  Then,  as  to  the  effect  this 
measure  may  have  upon  the  management 
of  public  money ;  I  hope  it  will  not  be  said 
that  nlinisters  are  to  be  judged  or  punish- 
ed by  the  people,  in  a  mobbi^h  and  riot- 
ous maimeri  their  conduct  is  idways  to  be 
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enquired  into  and  judged  of  by  the  repre- 
^ntatives  of  the  people  in  parliament  as- 
sembled: and,  surely,  no  gentleman  of 
this  House  will  ever  be  influenced,  upon 
any  such  occasion,  by  what  the  people 
feel,  ox  say  they  feel ;  nor  can  we  suppose, 
that  any  gentleman  of  this  House  will  ever 
approve  of  any  article  of  expcnce  pro- 
posed, only  because  his  posterity,  and  not 
ne,  are  to  sufier  for  it. 

I  should  be  glad.  Sir,  we  could  raise 
the  Supnlies  of  this  year  within  tlie  year ; 
I  should  be  glad  our  public  necessities 
never  required  any  greater  expence  than 
what  the  public  revenue  would  answer  ; 
but  for  the  reasons  I  have  given  I  cannot 
admit  it  as  a  general  and  in&llible  maxim, 
^hat  wc  ought  never  to  contract  any  public 
debt,  or  fnake  any  public  mortgage ;  for 
when  it  becomes  necessary  to  raise  any 
large  sum  for  the  service  of  any  one  year, 
I  snail  be  for  giving  the  people  such  a 
sufficient  time  for  paying  it,  as  may  not 
subject  them  to  any  great  difficultr.  In 
private  life  it  has  always  been  looked  on  as 
an  advantage  and  an  ease  to  a  man  to  give 
himjsevenu  terms  for  paying  a  large  sum 
of  money;  and  the  case  is  the  same  with 
respect  to  the  people ;  it  will  be  much 
more  easy  and  advantageous  for  them  to 
pay  400,000/.  with  the  growing  interest  in 

1  7  years,  than  to  pay  400,000/.  at  one  pa^« 
ment,  in  any  manner  you  can  contrive  u»r 
raising  it ;  so  that  if  the  method  now  under 
our  consideration  were  really  a  mortgage 
of  some  part  of  our  former  revenue,  con- 
liequently  a  diminution  of  the  public  estate, 

2  should  be  for  agreemg  to  it;  but  it  is 
teally  neither  the  one  nor  the  other :  It  is 
an  improvement  of  the  public  revenue  and 
estate ;  and  surely  posterity  cannot  find 
feult  with  us  for  mortgasmg,  for  a  few 
years  only,  the  produce  of  that  improye- 
ment.  If  a  private  gentleman  should  b^ 
any  improvement  add  100/.  a  year  to  his 
estate,  and  mortgage  that  improvement 
for  17  years  only,  surely  his  son  would 
have  no  reason  to  blame  his  conduct,  even 
though  he  should  die  immediately  after 
having  made  that  improvement  and  mort- 
gage, and  all  future  generations  would 
have  reason  to  bless  him. 

From  this  single  consideration^  Sir,  all 
those  objections  that  are  founded  upon  the 
inconveniences  of  mortgaging  the  public 
revenue  must  vanish;  and  the  debt  to  be 
contracted  is  so  small,  and  the  interest  it  is 
to  be  borrowed  at  so  low,  that  it  can  no 
way  affect  the  natural  interest  of  money, 
either  upon  public  or  private  securities. 


Now,  Sir,  with  respect  to  the  objection 
which  impeaches  the  proposition  under  our 
consideration,  with  being  either  a  propo- 
sition for  a  new  tax,  or  a  proposition  for 
making  an  encroachment  upon  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  I  was,  indeed,  not  a  little  sur« 
prized  to  hear  it  not  only  said,  but  insisted 
on,  that  the  duty  proposed  to  be  laid  on 
any  sort  of  Sweets  was  a  new  tax ;  con- 
sidering how  general  the  words  are  of  ail 
the  acts  of  paniament  by  which  the  present 
duty  was  established  or  continued.  The 
words  of  that  law  in  king  William's  time, 
by  which  a  duty  was  first  laid  upon  Sweets, 
are,  *  For  eveiy  gallon  of  mixed  liquors, 

*  commonly  called  Sweets,  made  from  fo- 

*  reign  or  Enghsh  materials :'  And  by  the 
act  of  the  5th  of  the  late  queen,  by  which 
the  present  duty  was  first  established,  the 
words  are,  ^  For  every  barrel  of  Sweets 

*  made  for  sale.'  It  is  true  a  doubt  has 
since  arisen  from  the  description  of  Sweets 
contained  in  another  act  of  kins  William's 
reign;  but  as  that  of  the  5th  of  queen 
Anne  is  a  subsequent  law,  and  as  the 
words  of  it  are  general,  the  intention  cer- 
tainly was  to  subject  all  hquors,  ccKnmonly 
called  Sweets,  to  the  present  duty,  if  thtj 
were  made  for  sale;  tnerefore  we  must  sup- 
pose that  this  doubt's  not  being  cleared  up 
by  a  trial,  as  well  as  by  the  opinion  of  law- 
yers, does  not  proceed  from  any  neglect  in 
the  officers  of  the  revenue,  or  from  their 
finding  the  opinion  of  lawyers  against 
them,  but  firom  every  man's  being  per- 
suaded there  was  no  foundation  for  the 

Suestion,  therefore  no  man  would  stand 
tie  event  of  a  law-suit  upon  it ;  and  the 
small  produce  of  the  duty  must  be  imputed 
to  the  same  cause;  for  as  every  man  laiew 
he  must  pay  36c.  a  barrel,  if  he  made  any 
Sweets  for  sale,  and  that,  considering  the 
height  of  that  duty,  he  could  expect  no 
advantage  by  the  sole,  therefore  ver^  few 
persons  attempted  to  make  any  such  liquors 
for  such  a  purpose,  ever  since  this  duty 
was  imposed.  Therefore,  the  duty  now 
I>ropo8ed  to  be  laid  on  Sweets  is  so  far 
firom  being  a  new  tax,  that  every  man  in 
the  kingdom  will  look  upon  it  as  a  release 
from  an  insupportable  tax,  and  as  a  re- 
storing him  to  the  full  use  of  his  garden 
and  orcliard,  which  he  has  been  deprived 
of  ever  since  the  present  high  duty  on 
Sweets  took  place. 

I  shall  readily  acknowledge.  Sir,  that 
the  present  duty  on  Sweets  stands  appro- 
priated to  the  South  Sea  company,  and  if 
tlie  produce  of  that  duty  had  ever  been  or 
could  ever  be  worth  taking  any  notice  of» 
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tbe  apptyvag  it  to  the  carrentsenrice  would 
bean  encroachment  on  tbe  Sinking-Fund, 
because  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  it 
good  to  the  South-Sea  company  out  of 
the  Sinking-Fund;  but  the  South-Sea  com- 
pany can  have  no  right  to  any  thing  but 
the  produce  of  the  present  duty,  and  if 
Tou  were  to  abolish  tne  duty  entirely,  all 
that  the  South-Sea  company  coula  lay 
dsun  to  would  be  a  future  annuity  equal 
to  that  produce,  at  a  medium  ever  since 
the  duty  was  first  g^ranted  to  them.    Sup- 
pose no  other  or  heavier  duty  had  ever 
been  laid  on  Sweets  than  Is.  per  barrel, 
which  was  the  first  duty  imposed  on  such 
Lkpjors;  suppose  that  duty  hadbeeagranted 
to  the  South-Sea  company  for  securing  "to 
tbem  the  payment  of  theirannuity,  and  sup- 
|)06e  we  were  now  to  lay  an  additional  tax  of 
1  lu  per  barrel  on  such  liquors,  would  the 
South-Sea  company  have  any  right  to  that 
additional  tax  ?  Or  would  the  applying  of 
it  to  the  current  service  be  any  incroach- 
ment  upon  the  Sinking-Fund?    For  the 
taTie  reason,  if  by  any  new  regulation  you 
make  a  considerable  increase  m  the  pro- 
duce of  the  tax,  the  South  Sea  company 
can  pretend  no  right  to  that  increase,  nor 
can  the  application  of  it  to  the  current  ser- 
vice be  deemed  an  incroachment  upon  the 
Sinking-Fund.    The  utmost  that  can  be 
pretended  is,  that  a  future  annuity  ought 
to  be  paid  out  of  that  increased  produce 
to  the  South-Sea  company,   or  to   the 
Sinking-Ftmd,  equal  to  the  former  produce 
at  a  m^um,  from  the  time  it  was  first  ap- 
propriated to  the  payment  of  our  debts. 
Such  a  future  annuity  would,  I  say,  be 
the  only  thing  that  could,  with  any  shadow 
of  reason,  be  contended  for,  and  in  the 
present  case  that  annuity  would  be  so  in- 
coDsiderable,  that  it  is  not  to  be  regarded. 
Thus  it  appears.  Sir,  that  the  method 
poposed  for  making  good  the  deficiency 
ID  the  supplies  for  this  ensuing  year  can 
oehfaer  be  caUed  a  proposition  for  impos- 
log  a  new  tax,  nor  can  it  be  called  a  pro- 
positioofor  maJdng  an  encroachment  upon 
the  sinking  fund,  or  upon  the  right  of  the 
Sooth  Sea  Company.    But  we  have  been 
told,  that  the  duty  proposed  will  either 
produce  little  or  nothmg,  or  it  will  subject 
a  great  number  of  our  people  to  excise 
lars.    As  to  the  future  produce  of  the 
doty,  it  is  impossible  to  foretel  with  any 
certainty  what  it  will  amount  to ;  but  the 
West  computation  I  ever  heard  of  was 
20,000^  a  year,  and  if  the  future  produce 
ttumnt  to  that  sum,  it  will  be  sufficient 
&r  the  end  proposed,  because  it  will  not 


only  pay  the  growing  interest  yearly,  but 
will  likewise  pay  off  a  part  of  the  principdi 
yearly,  so  that  the  whole  may  be  at  last 
discharged  by  the  means  of  this  duty 
only.  Then  as  to  excise  laws,  I  have,  it 
is  true,  heard  a  great  many  exclamations 
against  the  rigour  of  such  laws,  and 
against  the  inconveniencies  and  the  conse- 
quences of  subjecting  our  people  to  such 
laws ;  but  the  misfortune  is,  that  all  these 
suppositions  are  contradictedby  experience; 
for  we  have,  for  near  this  century  past, 
had  such  laws  in  this  kingdom,  witnout 
being  sensible  of  the  least  mconvenience 
arising  from  them;  and  I  believe  those 
who  are  subject  to  them  live  as  happily 
and  as  independently  as  those  who  are  not. 
These  laws  are  certain,  and  publicly 
known,  and  therefore  those  who  are  sub« 
ject  to  them  can  be  under  no  dependance 
upon  the  officers,  but  upon  the  laws  them* 
selves.  If  they  conform  to  the  law,  they 
have  not  so  much  as  a  favour  to  ask  of 
any  commissioner  or  officer  of  excise;  and 
if  any  officer  behave  rudely  in  the  execu* 
tion  of  them,  or  commits  any  trespass,  he 
may  be  prosecuted  for  it,  as  easily  as  any 
other  subject  This  they  are  sensible  of, 
and  therefore  they  have  hitherto  generally 
done  their  duty  with  as  much  civility  and 
good-nature  as  was  possible ;  so  that  fair 
traders  who  bring  themselves  under  no  sus** 
picion,  are  seldom  or  ever  subjected  to  any 
mconvenience,  nor  are  they  ever  visited  or 
disturbed  at  unseasonable  hours. 

But,  Sir,  supposing  the  excise  laws  to 
be  as  dangerous  and  as  oppressive  as  they 
have  been  represented,  our  farmers,  our 
wine-merchants,  and  vintners,  will  be  in 
the  same  case  they  are  at  present ;  for  if 
any  of  them  should  begin  to  make  Sweets 
for  sale,  they  would  subject  themselves  to 
the  excise  laws,  even  as  the  dut^  atanda 
regulated  by  the  laws  now  in  heme ;  and 
though  the  consiunption  of  such  luquom 
should  be  very  much  increased  by  dimi- 
nishing the  duty,  as  it  probably  will,  it 
does  not  necessarOy  follow  that  every  far- 
merwhohas  an  elder-hedge,  or  a  gooseberry 
bush  in  his  garden,  should  become  a  maker 
of  Sweets,  no  more  than  it  is  necessary 
for  every  man  who  has  an  acre  of  barley  to 
become  a  brewer  or  a  malster.  If  the  con- 
sumption should  become  very  extensive 
and  general,  it  is  certain  that  proper  per- 
sons will  set  up  the  trade  for  making  such 
liquors  for  sale,  and  will  purchase  fruits  for 
that  purpose  from  the  farmer  at  a  reason- 
able price,  in  the  same  way  as  brewers, 
distillers  and  malsters  now  purchase  their 
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barley.    The  only  difference  I  can  see,  w, 
that  by  this  new  regulation,  our  farmers 
will  be  put  in  a  way  of  making  an  advan- 
tage of  their  farms,  which  they  have  been 
debarred  from  ever  since  the  high  duty 
upon  Sweets  took  place ;  and  the  more  ad- 
vantages they  are  enabled  to  make  of  their 
farms,  the  better  able  will  they  be  to  pay 
their  rent  to  their  landlords ;  so  that  every 
landed  gentleman  has,  in  my  opinion,^reat 
reason  to  approve  of  the  proposition  now 
before  us ;  for  if  it  does  not  improve  the 
rent  of  his  estate,  it  will   at  least  con- 
tribute  towards   rendering  the  payment 
of  that  rent  more  certain  and  punctual. 
I  hope,  Sir,  I  have  fully  answered  all 
the  objections  made  ac^ainst  the  proposi- 
tion now  before  us,  and  as  all  the  gentle- 
men who  have  spoke  upon  the  other  side 
of  the  question,  have  acknowledged,  that 
the  supplies  we  have  agreed  to  ought  to  be 
made  good  by  some  means^or  other,- 1  wish 
they  had  directly  and  plainly  proposed 
some  other  method ;  for  upon  setting  the 
two  methods  in  opposite  lights,  it  would 
have  been  very  easy  to  have  determined, 
which  of  them  ought  to   be  preferred. 
They  have,  indeed,  given  us  some  sort  of 
hint  of  two  other  methods,  one  of  which,  I 
mean  that  of  ^  additional  shilling  in  the 
pound  upon  land,  might  have  bore  some 
son  of  comparison,  if  the  land-tax  for  this 
ensuing  year  liad  not  been  already  settled, 
and  the  biH  actually  brought  in ;  so  that 
it  is  now  too  late  to  think  <3^any  such  me- 
thod ;  but  if  it  were  otherwise,  if  the  land 
tax  were  still  to  be  settled,  I  am  sure  it 
would  be  very  easy  to  shew,  that  of  all 
the  methods  we  can  think  of  for  raising 
money,  that  of  over-loading  the  landed 
interest  is  the  most  unjust,  the  most  griev- 
'Ous  and  the  most  dangerous.    Even  two 
killings  in  the    pound  upon  land  is  a 
Igreat  deal  too   much,  when  the  whole 
public  expence  does  not  amount  to  much 
above  two  millions ;  for  as  every  man  ought 
in  justice  to  be  made  to  contribute  to  the 
jiuDlic  expence,  according  to  the  share  of 
riches  he  possesses,  and  at  the  lands  in 
Great  Britam  are  not  near  e^ual  in  value  to 
the  other  riches  of  the  nat^n,  it  is  doing 
an  injustice  to  the  landed  interest,  to  make 
them  contribute  one  moiety  of  the  public 
charge,  which  will  be  tlieir  case  for  this 
next  ensuing  year.     But  as  the  land  tax  is 
'now  entirely  out  of  the  question,  I  shall 
not  take  up  your  time  with  enlarging  upon 
the  subject. 

The  other  method  hinted  at  is  a  method 
extremely  plausible  in  appearance,  but  I 
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question  much.  Sir,  if  it  wiU  ever  be  found 

practicable ;  that  I  am  sure,  it  cannot  b^ 

proposed  as  a  method  for  raising  any  pari 

of  the  supplies  we  have  already  agreed  t<{ 

for  this  ensuing  year.     In  effect,  it  cannoj 

properly  be  called  a  method  of  providing 

tor  supplies ;  it  is  rather  a  method  for  di| 

rainishing  the  usual  necessary  supplid 

and  cannot  therefore  come  properly  befori 

us  in  this   Committee.    I  do  not  at  si 

question  but  there  are  many  sinecure  postj 

in  this  kingdom,  as  well  as  in  every  other 

and  many  useless  or  extravagant  salaries 

Some  of  them  might  perhaps  be  abolished 

but  I  doubt  much  if  it  will  ever  be  in  oir 

power  to  abolish  them  all,  and  therefore 

am  afraid  the  saving  in  that  way,  upon  thJ 

severest  scrutiny,  would  not  amount  t^ 

near  the  sum  the  hon.  gentleman  supposes 

However,  let  it  amount  to  what  it  will,  i 

cannot  be  made  a  provision  for  the  sup^ 

plies  of  the  next  ensuing  year ;  becaufi 

if  we  were  immediately  to  appoint  a  ComJ 

mittee  for  enquiring  mto  that  aSair,  w^ 

cannot  suppose  that  Committee  would  \] 

able  to  go  through  the  business  in   thi 

session,  nay,  I  doubt  much  if  they  woul 

be  able  to  make  even  a  partial  report ;  anv 

as  many  of  those  posts,  I  believe  mo<tt  o| 

the  useless  ones,  are  held  for  life,  and  ar^ 

a  sort  of  free-hold,  we  could  not  at  once 

and  without  any  consideration,  turn  the 

present  possessors  out  of  their  free-hold 

therefore,  from  such  an  enquiry  the  natioi 

could  not  expect  any  great  immediate  ad 

vantage ;    at  least,  not  such  a  great  arc 

immediate  advantt^e,  as  would  be  suiH 

cient  for  making  good  the  defici^cy  ii 

the  supplies  for  the  next  ensuing  year. 

^  I  hope.  Sir,  I  have  said  enough  for  con 

vincing  every  gentleman,  that  the  metho< 

now  under  our  consideration,  for  making 

good  the  supplies  of  this  next  ensuing  year 

will  in  all  probability  be  sufficient  for  x\\\ 

end  proposed ;  and  that  of  all  the  method 

that  have  been  proposed,  or  so  much  a 

hinted  at,  it  is  the  least  burdensome,  an< 

the  least  liable  to  occasion  any  fresh  mur 

murs  among  the  people;    therefore  it  i 

certainly  the  method  we  ought  to  chuse 

It  is,  indeed,  in  my  opinion,  the  only  mel 

thod  we  have  to  chuse;  for,  I  think,  j 

have  shewn,  that  the  other  two  method| 

that  have  been  mentioned,  are  both  rrri 

practicable ;   and  as  I  join  in  that  whici 

seems  to  be  the  general  opinion,  that  t\y\ 

supplies  we  have  already  voted  ought  t^ 

be  made  gootl,  I  think  I  am  both  m  hoi 

nour  and  conscience  bound  to  give  m^ 

assent  to  the  proposition  now  before  \ii 
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htOBoat  it  is  the  only  method  we  can  chase 
tor  doing  that  which  every  gentlemaa  ac- 
bo7le&es  ought  to  be  done. 
Thisis  Sie  substance  of  the  several  Debates 
!  rhidi  happened  in  this  afiair  relating  to 
^veet8;  in  which  those  who  were  for  the 
Duty  got  the  better  upon  every  division, 
except  one,  wliich  was  in  relation  to  that 
clause  in  the  Bili«  whereby  it  is  provided^ 
Bat  nothing  in  that  act  contained  should 
extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to 
iharge  with  any  duty  such  wine  as  the 
oimers  or  occupiers  of  British  vineyards 
pfaould  make  from  the  juice  of  the  grapes 
ooij  grovring  thereon ;  for  the  adcung  oi 
any  ^ch  clause,  to  exempt  such  liquors 
ixm  die  duty  on  Sweets,  was  opposed  by 
isost  ofthe  gentlemen  who  were  tavourers 
of  the  Duty  and  Bill;  however,  upon  a 
divisioo  it  was  carried  against  them,  and 
the  Clause,  as  it  now  stands,  was  accord- 
iqgij  insttted  in  the  BilL 

Ddnte  in  the  Commons  on  Sir  Robert 
Walndt^s  Motion Jbr  appltfifur  the  Produce 
tfiie  Sinking^Fund  to  the  Redemption  of 
''he  old  Soath'Sea  Anntdtiet*.^  March  b. 
fhe  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a 
C«nmittee  of  Supply, 

*  "  Sir  Robert  Walpole  incnrred  great  cen- 
iwe  by  tbe  alienation  ofthe  linking  Fnnd ;  and 
btt  heen  exposed  to  do  less  obioqay,  for  his 
ofipsitioD  to  sr  John  Barnard's  Scbemo,  for 
R^vKug  the  Interest  of  the  National  Debt. 
He  bas  been  accused  by  party  prejudice,  or 
Bittppcehensioo,  of  the  meanest  motives  for 
vfefMiiig  this  line  of  oondoct :  motives  so  con- 
tiK^ctory,  that  they  refute  each  other.  By 
niDe,he  was  suspected  of  having  clandestinely 
^4aMed  the  introduction  of  the  bill.  It  was 
iuraastcd  thsl,  at  first,  be  intended  it  should 
j«K;  and  that  he  only  deferred  the  measure 
^1  the  eneen,  who  was  supposed  to  have  a 
B*^  in  the  funds,  could  sell  out  to  advantage. 
^Hhen,  OD  the  contrary,  ascribe  his  opposition 
^  (be  mean  spirit  of  jealousy,  and  reproach 
ti:e  mioister  with  having  exerted  the  whole 
\'^er  of  government,  that  he  might  deprive 
•r  John  Barnard  of  his  doe  applause. 

*'  Id  the  committee  of  supply  the  minister 
^ed  a  Resolution,  |hat  a  sum  of  one  million 
^Md  be  taken  from  the  Sinking  Fund,  and 
>r^  to  redeein  a  milUon  of  Old  South  Sea 
ictmties.  The  motion  was  opposed  by  several 
E.ri;ben,  princi|)ally  of  tlie  minority,  who 
*-7wd  for  the  expediency  of  appropriating 
^^  som  to  the  discharge  of  the  debt  due  to 
^'ii  Bank,  because  the  interest  paid  to  the 
^k  WIS  6  per  cent,  whereas  that  on  the  other 
^^^  of  the  public  debt  did  not  exceed  4. 
^  acoordinsly  proposed  the  amendment; 
-tiihe  origiaal  motion  was  carried  without  a 
'^'MOQ.*'    Coxfi's  Walpole. 

.VOL.  X.  ] 


Sir  Robert  IValpoU  spoke  to  the  follow- 
ing effect : 

Sir;  I  have  a  proposition  to  mak« 
to  the  House,  which  I  think  will  tend  to 
the  advantage  of  the  public,  and  against 
which  there  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be  any 
objection  made,  therefore  I  nope  it  will  be 
agreed  to  without  opposition ;  but  in  order 
to  make  gentlemen  thoVoughly  compre- 
hend the  advantage  of  what  I  am  to  pro* 
pose,  I  must  beg  leave  to  explain  a  httle 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  Sinking- 
Fund,  and  the  niethod  hitherto  observed 
with  respe<it  to  the  disposing  of  the  pro- 
duce of  tliat  Fund. 

We  all  know.  Sir,  tliat  the  whole  pro- 
duce ofthe  Sinking-Fund  must  be  regu* 
hirly,  as  it  arises,  deposited  in  his  Majes- 
ty's Exchequer,  and  there  wait  the  futuro 
(uspositiou  of  Parliament,  so  that  no  part 
of  It  can  be  applied  to  any  use  but  that  to 
which  it  has  been  appropriated  by  some 
preceding  session ;  and  the  method  this 
House  has  generally  taken  for  disposing  of 
that  fund,  has  been,  to  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  consi- 
der of  the  application  of  the  growing  pror 
duce  of  the  Sinking-Fund.  This  has  al- 
ways been  the  niethod  we  have  hitherto 
taken  for  applying  that  Fund  towards  pay- 
ing off  any  part  of  the  national  debt ;  and 
as  we  seldom  or  never  pay  off  under  a  mil- 
lion at  a  time,  there  is  generally  5  or 
600,000/.  part  ofthe  produce  of  that  Fund« 
which  lies  for  several  months  quite  dead 
and  useless  in  his  Majesty's  Excheauer; 
which  we  must  look  on  as  a  great  msad- 
vanta^e  to  the  public,  especial^  when  we 
consider  that  the  government  is  during 
that  time  obliged  to  borrow  money  at  in* 
terest  for  answering  the  current  service  of 
the  year. 

This,  Sir,  has  been  the  case  for  several 
years  past,  and  must  always  be  the  case 
for  every  year  to  come,  if  the  proposition 
I  am  to  make,  or  sometlimg  like  it,  be  not 
agreed  to;  for  it  is  well  known  the  funda 
provided  by  Parhament  for  the  current 
service  of  the  year  do  not  immediately 
produce  such  sums  as  are  necessary  for 
answering  the  charges  of  the  government, 
and  therefore  his  Majesty  is  every  year 
empowered  to  borrow  money  for  that  pnr« 
pose  upon  the  credit  of  some  ofthe  iundfi 
granted  by  Parliament  for  the  current 
service  of  that  year ;  for  which  he  is  oblig- 
ed to  pay  an  interest  of  at  least  3  per  cent, 
which  is  an  annual  charge  of  10, 15,  or 
perhaps  above  20,000/.  a  year  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  a  charge  which  might,  I  think,  bf 
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prevented^  by  enabling  hu  Muestjr  to  make 
use  of  die  produce  of  the  Sinkmg-Fdiid 
then  lying  ciead  in  the  Exchequer;  and 
whatever  sums  might  be  found  neceasary 
to  be  taken  from  the  Sinking«Fund  for 
answerihg  the  immediate  senrice,  might  be 
replaced  by  the  produce  of  iSae  annual 
funds,  before  Michaelmas,  the  tone  when 
the  prodiice  of  the  Slnking-Fkmd  is  gene- 
rally to  be  issued  by  direction  of  Farlia- 
ment  for  paying  off  a  part  of  the  national 
debt ;  or  if  the  whole  should  not  be  re- 
^aoed  befiire  that  time,  a  small  sum 
might  then,  and  not  till  th^n,  be  borrowed 
for  making  good  the  deficiency ;  so  that 
the  government  would  never  be  obliged  to 
borrow  so  large  a  sum,  or  for  so  long  a 
time,  as  they  generally  are,  according  to 
4he  present  memod. 

For  example.  Sir,  the  Produce  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  is  generally  computed  fhmi 
Michaelmas,  to  iJidy-day,  and  from  Lady 
day  to  Michaelmas;  and  it  u  to  be  sup- 
posed this  House  wfll,  in  the  present  ses- 
sion, order  the  sum  c^one  Bullion,  beinjjp 
Ae  growing  produce  of  tliat  fond  from  Mi- 
tchaelmas  bst  till  Michaelmaa  next,  to  be 
implied  to  the  paying  off  so  much  of  the 
National  Debt:  Uiis  payment  cannot  be 
^oade  before  Michaefanas  next^  and  as  the 
^oroduce  of  that  fond  will  brmg  into  liis 
Majesty's  exchequer  by  Lady-J>ay  next 
Qr  soon  after,  5  or  600,000^  dmt  whole 
ilom  must,  according  to  our  forttier  method 
0f  orderii^  the  application  of  tbat  fond, 
^e  dead  in  the  £xchequer,  without  its 
being  in  the  power  of  the  public,  Or  the 
Igovemment,  to  reap  any  benefit  from  it ; 
tod  in  the  mean  time,  as  the  produce  of 
IJM  annual  fonds  cannot  answer  the  imme- 
*)dKaCe  occasions  of  the  government,  bis 
Majesty  may  probably  be  dl>ljged  at  Lady- 
4ay  next,  or  soon  after,  to  oorrow  5  or 
fWfiOOL  at  an  failerest  of  S  per  cent. 

Son  the  credit,  I  shaO  suppose,  of  the 
sit  tax,  in  order  to  answer  tnosedemands 
Clinch  may  occur  before  theproduceof  that 
lax  can  come  in  to  satisfy  them ;  now  if 
ik  Majesty  were  empowered  to  make  Use 
ipf  tbepreduoeof  the  SinUni^-Fund  in  tiie 
mean  tane,  it  would  prevent  his  being  under 
a  necessity  of  borrowing  any  money  at 
Lady-Day  next ;  and  whatever  should  be 
ftund  necessary  to  be  taken  in  the^  mean 
titziefrom  the  Sinking-Fund,  might  be  re- 
l^bced  by  the  produce  of  the  Malt  tax,  or 
aome  of  the  oUier  fonds  provided  for  the 
l^rrent  service' of  this  next  ensuing  year, 
before  Michaelmas  next,  which  is  tilie 
Mon^itii^  payment  can  be  directed  to  be 


made  out  of  the  produce  of  that  flmd;  4r 
if  the  wbole  should  not  then  happen  to  li 
replaced,  a  small  sum  might  be  then  boi^ 
rowed  for  a  short  term,  in  order  to  make 
good  the  deficiency,  isnd  to  make  that  pafk 
meat  to  the  public  Creditors,  which  I  sutf» 
^o6e,  will  by  this  session  be  dire^edto  m 
made  at  Michaelmas  next. 

I  hop^,  Sir,  I  have  expliuned  myiself  ii 
asto be  understobd  by  every  gentknfill 
that  hears  me;  and  if  the  House  thiidErA 
to  a^e  to  what  I  propose, the  propertd^ 
thod  of  doing  it  wiU,  in  my  optnion,  bt^ 
to  come  to  a  resblutioii  in  this  cotnniitlAi 
to  grant  his  Mlijesty  amiHion  towards  f$^ 
deemmgthe  like  sum  ef  someof  t&^piMI^ 
debts;  j^  \9^M  weisikethis  afiirlntooi^ 
condderationiiith^  Committee  ofWft}%afl| 
Meants,  we  may  resolve,  that  l&r^^itdM^tt^ 
tag  the  supply  granted tohisMa^8ty,thef^ 
beissued  and  appliedtiie  i^temi  of  one  nnHIk 
out  of  such  monies  as  have  arbeiiy  orsbnl 
or  may  arise  of  the  surplusses,  excease%  at 
overplus  monies,  commonly  called  tbf 
Sinkmg-Fund.  This,  Sir,  I  take  to  be  tha 
proper  method  of  carrymg  what  I  hakk 
proposed  into  execution,  and  if  I  find  dv' 
House  approves  of  it,  I  shall  take  the  libcv» 
.ty  to  rise  up  again,  and  make  you  such  t 
motion  as,  I  think,  onghtto  bei^greed  toi^ 
the  Committee  we  are  now  in. 

As  this  new  method  of  ordering  the  i 
plication  of  theSinking-Fundwas  genen  ^ 
iqpproved  of,  sir  Robert  Walpole  stood  ^ 
on  the  II th,  when  the  House  had  again  n^ 
solved  itself  into  the  said  Committee^  0ai 
aftera  short  8peech,moved  **  Thatthe  suto 
of  one  million  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  fO» 
wards  redeemSng  the  like  sum  of  the  ith 
creased  capital  of  %e  South-Sea  Comgkii^ 
as  is  now  commonly  called  Old  South-Se^ 
Annuities,'' 

But  as  many  centlemen  were  of  opi* 
nion  the  said  Million  ought  not  to  oe 
applied  towards  redeeming  any  part  of 
the  South-Sea  Capital,  but  towards  » 
deeming  a  part  of  tne  Bank  Capital,  theie 
ensued  a  long  debate,  in  which  the  Ar* 
guments  for  the  motion  were  as  follows : 

Sir ;  As  the  Sinking- Fund  is  tme  of  ths 
most  usefol  funds  that  ever  was  established 
in  this  kingdom,  as  it  is  the  only  fond  frotti 
which  we  can  expect  a  diminution  of  our 
taxes,  and  an  ease  to  ourselves  or  our  pos- 
terity, and  as  the  disposition  of  that  hind 
is  len;  intirely  to  the  wisdom  of  parliament, 
we  ought  to  be  extremely  careful  of  apfdy* 
ing  it  yevly  to  that  purpose  from  wnidi 
the  greatest  benefit  may  reddund'to  o^ 
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jMtiiecmintrji  and  wt^eu  w9,  famp^  ^ 
j^inavpaaiitaiicetsoliickjaf  to  be  able 
te%i^j  Iba  wbde  Prodooe  tovards  dis- 
clpiyttg^a  much  of  the  Naii(>nal-Debtt 
lhr.wy  tiraqucetaone  that  ci^i  &U  under 
4pr  ceiieidef40oii9  are,  what  pact  of  the 
pebliQ  de^te  ve  most  gnevous  to  the  na- 
tiw^m  goaend?  aod,  yvbat  part  may  b^ 
pj4^  nath  the  gimffift  ^ase  to  those 
jllaurt  thooieditor^ofthe  pubjiic?  The 
inlfiMlJOT  4eeenree»aiidffiUoQrtiaiid^ 
4NKI  wAour  grea^^re^purd;  hi«t  if  it 
ipM  W^^*  ^^  ^®  mteireet  of  the 
fAlbi^ilo.^fay  conoemf^  which  part  of 
iwIWani)  Odi^  shalibe  ^mtptiidofl; 
I  ij^  iMPd  gmeatiop  wiU  th^  deeerve  our 

rEioa;  hecaoee  the  oe^iter  regard  we 
to  the,  ereditor^  of  th^  public^  the 
4Nce  ne  4i4)  eetahiyUi  tt^  p^bMc  credit ; 
.4mI  ths  QNve  the  ^editofthe,  satioii  is 
jilUUwdtd^  oKMre  eaey  will  itbe  for  ua 
Ifwinfid  the.  interest  bow  pay<ible  upoa 
fniMih&ftMida* 

I,  tf^dKiewere  aay  of  our  pubhc  debts 

4te^«iieterestlMi^ier  than  the  rest, 

mi  Mt  VHiUi  c^r^wdjr  be  ^e  most 

1  Ifmm  to  ^  m^m$  mk  con^eqv^ntly* 

«ii^tAtethofa«tpb^p^4Qf;  bHtaii 

:  4e  ffhote  d^hl  9f  fhe.n^lio^  ^  90  w  reduce^ 

Jft  4  per  G^t,  or  wider,  accept  about 

\jmjV)IOL  4He  to.  t^  £^^,  ir^ich  bean^ 

il  iaits^  qS  9  F^  c^P^  and  i^ich  cfiii- 

Si^be  redeean^  tip;thpir  t^rm  be  expired, 

;  %9SENr^  die  r^of  ipt^re^t  q^a  be  qf  no 

git  10  the  pre«eqt  question*  With  rc^- 
to  tb^m^eie^  ^th^  pubjiic,  I  cap 
ef  but  uree  <;^er  motives  that  can 
H|i^  as  tp  pay  of  giiy  Qn«  of  the  publip 
Im  or  9pirt  qT  aqy  one  of  the  public 
ilbis,  mther  thi^  9  part  of  am  other, 
the  fir^t  I  shall  take  notice  of  is,  the 
IBMont  of  the  sum  due ;  for  where  se- 
vsisl  debts  are  diie  to  se^ral  different 
jmfif^  natural  or  political,  that  debt 
irittdi  if  the  largiest  is.  certainly  the  most 
|psms»  fod  qugb^  first  to  be;  p^d  off^  or 
jt  ifMt  daqiuisbted  so  as  to  bring  it  upon  a 

Ciriti)  ^?r8.  The  next  motive  may 
^nm  from  the  tax^  which  a^re  mort- 
n^  fiv  paying  ^e  interest;. for  those 
tndkan  to  whom  tt^e  mqst  burdenson^ 
ttm  we  mqrtgacedy  ought  tp  be  first 
indoi^iaofderthatife  may  have  it  the 

'  isoaer  in  our  power  to  ftipe  the  nation 
lnatluM taxes:  andthe  third  motive de- 

I  f^  \sgm  the  nature  of  those  companies 
^wsf^iww^  to  whom  our  present  debts 
Wiovoig:  fora  ^onypany  that  if  engaged 
sitnde,  «&d  is  eiwbl^  to  extend  their 
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do»  by  meaof  of  that  interest  whidi  is  pay* 
able  to  them  from  the  government*  deserve 
better  to  have  that  interest  contbued  to 
them,  than'  a  company,  or  set  of  men,  who 
carry  on  no  trade,  or  whose  trade  can  re* 
ceive  no  increase,  by  means  of  the  debt 
due  to  them  by  the  pmilic  :  and  therefore 
no  port  of  the  debt  due  tothe  former  ou^ht 
t^  be  paid  off,  as  long  as  there  is  any  thmg 
du<e  from  the  public  to  the  latter* 

}^owg  ^,  with  ren^ect  to  every  one  o( 
theiie  motives,  I  think,  they  militate 
strongly  in  fitvour  of  the.  motion  now  made 
to  you.  The  4eht  du^  to  the  South-Sea 
coinpany  is  irastly  larger  than  the  debt  due 
to  apy  other  company  in  the  kingdcmiy  and^ 
therefore,  not  only  according  to  the  ndea 
of  proportion,  but  according  to  that  rule 
which  wiU  always,  I  hqpe^  be  the  chief  di* 
rector  of  our  ropiutions,  I  mean  the  inte- 
rest of  the  nation  to  general,  whatever  pay- 
ments we  are  able  to  make  ouaht  to  be 
generally  applied  towards  dimimshing  the 
debt  due  to  that  company;  then  as  to 
t)ie  taxes  mortgaged  for  tht  payment  o{ 
our  public  debts,  those  which  are  mort- 
gaged to  the  South-S«s.  Company  are  th^, 
most  burdensome,  as  wiU  appear  to  any 
gentleman  who  examines  into  that  affiur; 
and  of  the  three  great  companies  who  aro 
the  chief  creditors  of  the  public,  it  must 
be  granted,  the  South-Sea  company  car^ 
ries  00  the  least  trade,  and  is  the  least  ca- 
pable of  extending  their  trade,  b^  meane 
of  that  interest  or  annuity  which  is  due  to 
them  from  the  public.  Thus  in  eveiy 
light  we  can  put  it,  if  we  have  a  proper 
regard  for  the  interest  of  the  nation  ia 
general,  we  must  conclude,  that  we  ought 
to  apply  the  produce  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
towards  paying  off  a  part  of  the  debt  due 
to  the  South-Sea  company,  rather  than 
any  other;  and  as  the  debt  due  to  them 
is  now  divided  into  three  difierent  parts,  I 
diink,  the  next  payment  ouaht  to  be  ap- 
plied to  that  part  now  callea  Old  Soutti« 
Sea  Annuities;  because  the  Annuitiea 
ought  to  be  all  paid  ofl^  before  we  pay  off 
any  part  of  their  trading  stock ;  and  bb  the 
last  payment  was  made  to  the  New  South- 
Sea  annuities,  the  next  ought  to  be  made 
to  the  old. 

But  suppose.  Sir,  that  the  interest  of 
the  nation  in  general  is  noway  concerned, 
which  p«ut  of  the  public  debt  shall  be  first 
paid  off;  in  that  case  we  ought  to  shew 
a  regard  to  the  ease,  and  advantage  of 
the  several  public  creditors,  by  making  the 
next  payment  to  those  who  will  suffer  the 
le99^  by  Wich jpayoaiBBt^f  b^oog  made  to 
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them.  It  is  now  the  good  fortune  of  this 
nation  to  have  its  credit  so  well  established, 
that  all  our  public  funds  sell  at  an  advanced 
price;  so  that  it  is  a  disadvantage  and  loss 
to  every  one  of  the  public  creditors  to 
have  any  part  of  the  debt  due  to  him  paid 
off ;  therefore,  if  tbe  interest  of  the  nation 
be  quite  unconcerned,  we  ought  to  direct 
the  payments  to  be  made  to  those  who 
will  suffer  the  least  by  having  a  part  of 
their  capital  paid  off;  and  of  all  the 
public  creditors,  the  proprietors  of  the 
South-Sea  Annuities  are  certainly  those 
that  will  suffer  the  least ;  because  as  there 
is  a  much  larger  sum  due  to  them  than 
to  any  other  set  of  public  creditors,  the 
Joss  cannot  fall  so  heavy  upon  each  par- 
ticular person;  and  as  the  fund  they 
are  in  possession  of  does  not  sell  at  a  price 
near  so  high  as  either  the  Bank  or  the  East- 
India  stock,  consequently  the  proprietors 
df  South-Sea  annuities  cannot  be  such 
losers  as  the  proprietors  of  Bank  or  East- 
India  would  be,  m  case  the  next  payment 
were  directed  to  be  made  to.  either  of  them"; 
for  a  proprietor  of  South-Sea  annuities 
csan  lose  but  12  or  IS/,  by  having  100/.  of 
his  capital  paid  off;  whereas  a  proprietor 
of  Bank  stock  would  lose  above  50/.  and 
a  proprietor  of  East-India  stock  woiild  lose 
near  80/.  by  having  100/.  of  his  capital 
paid  off.  From  hence.  Sir,  it  must  appear, 
that  if  we  have  any  regard  to  the  creditors 
of  the  public,  we  must  order  the  growing 
produce  of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  this  cur- 
rent year  to  be  applied  to  the  paying  off 
so  much  of  the  South-Sea  Debt;  and, 
Uierefore,  I  must  conclude,  that  in  justice 
to  the  public  creditors,  as  well  as  in  justice 
to  the  nation,  the  motion  now  made  ought 
to  be  agreed  to. 

The  Answer  to  this,  and  the  Arguments 
made  use  of  for  shewing  the  reasonablc- 
xxesB  of  making  the  next  payment  to  the 
Bank,  were  in  substance  thus : 

Sir;  As  to  the  usefulness  of  the  Sinking- 
Fund,  and  the  advantages. the  nation  may 
reap  from  it,  I  entifelv  agree  with  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  made  you  the  motion, 
I  think  it  is  one  of  the  most  useful  fiinds 
that  was  ever  established  in  this  kingdom, 
I  know  it  is  the  only  fund  by  which  we  or 
our  posterity  can  expect-to  get  free  from 
any  of  those  taxes  which  now  lie  so  heavy 
upon  >our  trade  in  general,  and  upon  our 
poor  labourers  and  manufacturers  in  par- 
ticular; but  I  cannot  agree  with  that 
hon.  gentleman  in  opinion,  that  the  dispo- 
iition  of  the  Sinkbg-Fuud  is  left  entiray 
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to  the  wisdom  of  parliament.  The  coih 
trary  is,  in  my  opinion,  evident  from  the 
very  wolrds  of  those  acts  of  parlkuneot  by 
which  that  fund  was  established ;  for  hj 
them  it  is  expressly  appropriated  to  thio 
paying  off  such  of  the  public  debts  ana 
incumbrances  as  were  incurred  before  the 
25th  of  December,  1716,  so  that  the  only 
disposition  left  entirely  to  the  wisdom  ci 
parliament  is,  with  respect  to  the  manikcff 
and  method  of  paying  off  those  debts. 
The  parliament ,  may  direct  what  sum 
shall  be  paid  off  at  any  one  tim^,  and  at 
what  time  such  payment  shall  be  made; 
or  it  may  direct  which  of  those  debta  any 
future  payment  shall  be  applied  to ;  but 
by  the  original  institution  of  that  ftind  it 
WBS  certainly  designed  not  to  leave  it  in 
the  power  of  parliament  to  apply  that 
sacred  fund  to  any  other '  puipose  than 
that  of  paying  off  the  National  Debt  con- 
tracted before  the  25th  of  December, 
1716;  at  least  so  far  as  any  one  parliament 
can  limit  or  restrain  the  power  of  all  future 
parliaments.  How  far,  or  in  what  case, 
any  future  parliament  may  or  ought  to 
break  through  that  restraint,  is  a  question 
which  I  hope,  we  shall  have  no  occasion  to 
discussjn  uiis  session.  I  am  glad  to  find 
we  have  no  such  intention  at  present ;  for 
the  only  question  now  before  us  is,  Which 
of  the  Public  Debts  contracted  before  the 
25th  of  December,  1716,  the  ne:^t  pay- 
ment ought  to  be  applied  to  ?  And  in  con- 
sidering that  question,  I  hope  I  shall  be 
able  to  make  it  appear,  that,  if  we  regard 
the  public  good,  and  that  impartial  justice 
which  is  due  to  all  the  public  creditors,  the 
next  payment  ought  not  to  be  applied  to 
the  South-Sea  stock,  or  Annuities. 

With  respect  to  the  public  good,  or  the 
interest  of  the  nation  in  general,  it  has  been 
granted.  Sir,  that  if  any  of  our  debts  bore 
a  higher  rate  of  interest  than  the  rest,  that 
debt  would  certainly  be  the  most  grievous 
to  the  nation,  and  consequently  ought  to 
be  the  first  paid  off;  and  at  the  same  time 
it  has  been  granted,  that  there  is  a  debt  of 
1,600,000/.  due  to  the  Bank,  which  bears 
an  interest  of  6  per  cent.  Is  it  not,  then, 
evident  that  this  debt  of  1,600,000/.  ought 
to  be  the  first  to  be  paid  off?  But  we  are 
told,  this  debt  cannot  be  redeemed  till  the 
expiration  of  their  term.  I  know  it  can- 
not ;  and  I  likewise  know,  we  cannot  cbme 
at  the  redemption  of  this  mortgage,  till 
after  we"^  have  paid  off  the  whole  of  the 
other  debts  due  to  the  Bank.  Is  not  this 
a  strong  reason,  Sir,  for  our  paying  off  as 
all .  the  other  dAU  due  te 
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i\e  Bank,  in  order  to  come  at  the  rederap- 
lioo  of  this  mortgage  of  1 9600,000/. 
which  k  now  the  heaviest  mortage  this 
sation  groans  under  ?  And  what  stul  adds 
to  the  weight  of  this  argument  is,  that  by 
the  time  we  have  paid  off  the  other  debts 
doe  to  the  Bank,  and  for  which  they  have 
oak  an  interest  of  4  per  cent,  their  term 
wilVbe  expired,  so  that  we  can  then  re- 
deem this  heavy  mortgage  without  further 
delay;  whereas,  if  we  do  not  now  begin 
to  fny  off  the  other  debts  due  to  the  Bank, 
we  cannot,  even  when  their  tenn  is  ex* 
ptred,  haT&  it  in  our  power  to  redeem  this 
luortgage,  because,  by  agreement,  we  can- 
not redeem  it  till  we  have  paid  off  all  the 
other  sums  due  by  the  puUic  to  that  com- 
}uoy.  Therefore,  if  we  have  any  regard 
to  the  public  good,  we  oiurht  to  apply 
ifveiy  future  payment  to  the  Sank  till  they 
aie  entirely  pcud  off,  or  at  least  till  they 
sgree  to  take  4  per  cent,  for  this  1 ,600,000/. 
as  well  as  for  the  rest  of  their  fund,  which 
would  be  a  saving  of  S2,000/.  per  annum 
to  the  public,  and  a  saving  that  would 
greatly  contribute  towards  enabling  us  to 
reduce  all  our  public  debts  to  3  per  cent, 
interest. 

Now,  Sir,  with  respect  to  the  otlier  mo- 
tives mentioned  by  the  hon.  gentleman, 
for  inducing  us  to  pay  off  a  part  of  one 
debt  rather  than  a  part  of  any  other,  I  shall 
readily  admit,  that  it  is  more  grievous  to 
ewe  a  large  debt  than  to  owe  a  small  sum; 
bet  I  cannot  admit  that,  therefore,  of  two 
cr  more  debts  the  largest  ought  to  be  first 
paid  ofi^or  at  least  diminished,  so  as  to  bring 
V  upon  a  par  with  others ;  for  in  private 
ii^l'  it  is  aiivays  reckoned  better  for  a  man 
to  owe  a  large  sum  to  one  person,  than  to 
c^e  a  sum  of  equal  value  to  a  great  num- 
ber of  different  persons ;  and  for  this  rea- 
sen  we  oflen  find  gentlemen  of  estates 
burrowing  a  large  sum  of  money  from  one 
r^irson,  in  order  to  pay  off  a  great  number 
tff  small  creditors,  though  they  seldom  or 
otvcr  have,  or  can  obtain  that  advantage 
^iiich  the  public  at  present  enjoy,  of  mauc- 
iL^g  partial  payments  to  thatlavge  creditor. 
If  a  private  man  owed  1,000/.  to  one  man, 
and  4  OT  5,000/.  to  ten  or  a  dozen  different 
persons,  though  he  had  a  privilege  of  mak- 
ing partiafl  payments  to  his  lai^e  creditor ; 
vet,  if  he  could  have  500  or  1,000/.  a  year 
out  of  "his  estate,  he  would  certainly  ap- 
ply that  saving  towards  discharging  his 
tindl  debts,  rather  than  towards  discharg- 
ing yearly  a  part  of  the  large  debt  In 
HW  manner  with  regard  to  uie  public,  it 
▼a&  fonnerly  reckoned  better  to  owe  a 
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large  sum  to  the  South  Sea  Company,  dian 
to  owe  the  same  sum  to  a  great  number  of 
private  persons;  which  was  one  reason 
among  others,  for  inducing  the  legislature 
to  grant  them  a  power  to  take  in  by  pur- 
chase  or  subscription,  or  pay  off  all  the 
irredeemable  and  redeemable  debts  then 
due  by  the  public  to  a  great  multitude  of 
private  persons.  This,  I  say,  was  then 
deemed  to  be  a  benefit  to  the  public,  and 
will  certainly  appear  to  be  such,  as  often  as 
the  public  Has  any  proposition  to  make  to 
its  creditors ;  so  that  tne  largeness  of  the 
South  Sea  debt,  in  comparison  with  the 
debt  due  to  any  other  company,  should 
rather  be  an  argument  for  making  no  par- 
tial payments  to  them  till  all  'the  other 
smaller  debts  be  first  paid  off. 

But,  Sir,  there  is  anoUier  advantage 
which  will  accrue  to  the  public  from  pay- 
ing off  the  whole,  or  a  great  part  of^the 
debt,  due  to  the  oUier  companies,  which 
will  appear  evident  to  every  gentleman, 
who  considers,  that  a  tracUng  company 
possessed  of  an  exclusive  privilege,  must 
always  come  to  be  a  great  oisadvantage  to 
the  trade  of  every  country,  where  such  a 
company  is  established,  and  continued ;  for 
though  in  the  infancy  of  any  particular  sort 
of  trade,  it  may  be  necessary  to  erect  a 
company  for  setting  it  up;  yet,  when  the 
trade  comes  to  be  sufficiently  established, 
when  great  numbers  of  our  own  people  are 
well  acquainted  with  it,  and  willing  to 
carry  it  on  in  a  private  way,  the  continuing 
of  the  company,  or  at  least  the  continuing 
of  their  exclusive  privilege,  must  be  a  dis- 
advantage to  the  trade  of  our  coimtry ;  be- 
cause a  company  can  never  carry  on  a 
trade  at  so  cheap  a  rate  as  private  persons 
can  do,  and  are  therefore  not  so  capable  of 
preventing  foreigners  from  interfenng  with 
us  in  the  trade;,  for  as  they  are  always  at 
a  great  expence,  they  must  have  great 
profits,  and  great  profits  not  only  tempt, 
but  enable  foreigners  to  interfere  with  us 
in  any  trade.  It  is  not  now  necessary  to 
shew  that  the  exclusive  privilege  enjoyed 
by  the  Bank  and  East  India  Company  is  a 
disadvantage  to  the  trade  of  the  nation  in 
general :  it  is  sufficient  at  present  to  ob- 
serve, that  this  exclusive  privilege  cannot 
be  taken  from  either  of  them,  till  every 
shilling  due  to  them  by  the  public  be  paid 
off;  so  that  the  expiration  of  the  term 
for  which  that  privilege  has  been  granted 
signifies  nothing,  as  lone  as  there  is  any 
money  due  to  them ;  and  sure  it  would  be 
an  advantage  to  the  public^  to  have  it  in 
our  power  to  put  an  end  to  that  privilege 
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as  fiAoa  M  tlie  term  ewires, incase  it ahould 
then  appeal:  to  bo  a  disadvantage  to  the 
ti»de  of  the  natipn;  which  power  we  can- 
liot  acquire  but  by  paying  off,  in  tbe  mean 
time,  a  gteat  pact  of  the  ci^ital  of  each. 
This  is  an  advantage  we  cannot  acquire  by 
any  pa^nonontmade  to  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany; because  the  c^uJusive  priyil^e 
ijranted  tp  and  enjoyed  by  that  Company, 
iSs a  privilege  granted  tp  them  for  ever; 
and  therefore  uie  public  ffood  of  the  nation 
ia  not  so  much  concerned^  nor  can  ever  be 
ap  much  concerned,  in  the  paying  off  the 
whole  capital  due  to  them,  as  it  may  be  in 
pofjring  olt  the  whole  capital  due  to  either 
of  the  other  twa 

From  what  I  have  8aid>  Sir,  in  relation 
to  trading  compaiuas  with  an  exclusive 
privile^ey  it  must  appear,  that  when  the 
trade  i&  once  ceneraily  known,  and  tho« 
iX)ughly  established,  if  you  can  redeem  and 
akoTish  their  exclusive  privilege  by  the 
redemption  of  the  annuity  or  interest  p^- 
able  te  then^  you  ought  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble to  redeem  both  the  one  and  the  other ; 
because  by  laying  the  trade  open  you  will 
increase  rather  than  diminish  the  trade  of 
^our  country.  Indeed,  if  the  Company 
Kas  an  exclusive  privilege  which  you  can- 
npt  take  from  them,  even  afler  you  have 
paid  off  the  whole  debt  due  to  them,  the 
paying  off  such  a  debt  may  be  a  disadvan- 
tage to  your  trade,  because  you  may,  by 
ao  doing,  prevent  the  Company's  being 
able  to  push  their  trade  so  far  as  they 
might  otherwise  have  done;  and  at  the 
same  time  all  private  adventurers  are  pre* 
duded  from  engaging  in  it  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  Company's  exclusive  pri- 
vilege; therefore  it  is  inconsistent  with 
the  public  good  to  pay  off  any  such  debt, 
or  any  part  of  such  a  debt,  as  long  as 
there  are  anv  other  public  debts  to  be 
paid  off;  ana  does  not  every  one  see^ 
that  this  is  a  good  argument  i^ainst 
makine  any  future  payments  to  the  South 
Sea  Company  ?  For  the  interest  payable 
vpon  theur  Annuities  may  contribute  as 
much  as  the  interest  pajable  upon  their 
stock,  towards  enabling  them  to  extend 
their  trade;  because,  the  only  way  by 
which  either  can  contribute  towards  ena- 
bling them  to  extend  their  trade,  is  by  the 
money's  hing  for  some  time  in  their 
hands,  before  they  be  obli^  to  issue  it 
to  the  proprietors;  and  the  mterest  money 
of  tlieir  annuities  lies  as  long  in  the  Compa- 
ny's hands  before  they  be  obliged  to  issue  it 
for  paying  the  half  yearly  Annuities  grown 
due  t9  the  annuitaats^  as  the  interest  iii9- 


ney  of  their  stock  can  do,  before  they  h 
obliged  to  issue  it  for  paying  the  ha| 
yearly  dividends  p;rown  due  to  tl^  prppri^ 
tors  of  their  trading  stock. 

As  for  the  taxes  mortgaged  to  the  Soutj 
Sea  Company,  or  to  aay  other  compani 
they  can  be  of  no  weight  in  the  present  d^ 
bate;  for  whenever  we  have  a  mind  to  abq 
lishany  of  our  present  he^M^  tastes,  we  knoi^ 
Sir,  there  is  no  company  nor  public  credj 
tor  in  England,  but  will  be|^  tp  conseq 
to  the  abolishing  of  any  swsk  tax,,  and  t^ 
accept  of  iMi  annuity  payable  out  of  thj 
Sinkmg  Fund,  in  lieu  of  the  acuity  pa^ 
able  to  them  out  of  the  produce  of  th^ 
tax*  This  we  know  by  a  late  experiroeq 
in  the  ca^  of  the  Salt  Puty,  which  ws^ 
once  by  this  House  resolved  jto  be  the  mo« 
erieyou^  tax  in  England,  an4  was  ther^ 
fore  abolished.  In  that  case  we  kno^ 
Sir,  how  f  eadily  the  South  Sea  and  oth^ 
companies  agreed  to  take  annuities  pa^ 
able  out  of  the  Sinking  Fifnd,  in  lieu  q 
the  annuities  payable  to  them  out  of  thi 
produce  of  that  ta^^ ;  but  so  variable  ar{ 
the  sentiments  of  some  gentlemen,  th^ 
in  two  yea];f  time,  that  very  t^x  wa| 
deemed  not  near  so  grievous  as  aibillioj 
in  the  pound  upon  md,  and  therefore  il 
was  re-established  for  three  year^  an^ 
granted  for  supplying  the  current  service 
of  the  vear,  in  order  to  prevent  our  beinj 
obligea  to  lajr  an  aickditional  shilling  in  thi 
pound  but  mr  one  year  upon  land ;  and  j 
think  it  has  since  been  continued  for  sevei 
years  longer,  for  the  ver^  same  reason  an^ 
purpose.  Nay,  I  am  afraid  we  are  loaded 
with  it  for  ever;  for  as  it  is  a  tax  tha{ 
creates  a  great  deal  of  power,  though  i{ 
produces  but  little  money,  I  believe  it  will 
always  be  preferred  by  a  certain  sort  (^ 
men  to  any  tax  that  may  produce  a  muc^ 
greater  revenue  without  propagating  aoi 
sort  of  power.  As  for  my  own  part,  ] 
still  continue  to  think  it  one  of  the  mos{ 
burdensome  and  dangerous  taxes  we  ar^ 
subject  to ;  and  notwithstanding  the  Iom 
interest  paid  for  the  money  due  upon  it,  \ 
should  think,  one  of  the  best  uses  w< 
could  convert  the  Sinking  Fund  to,  woul^ 
be,  to  apply  it  towards  redeeming  an<| 
'abolishing  of  this  tax ;  because  if  we  codj 
sider  the  expences  of  collecting  it,  and  ad<j 
that  expence  to  the  interest  paid  for  th< 
money  oorrowed  upon  it,  we  must  con< 
elude,  the  nation  pays  a  heavy  interest  fo| 
that  money,  besides  the  dangier  our  Uberi 
ties  may  b#  exposed  to  by  continuing  | 
tax  which  creajb^  so  much  power  and  pro^ 
duc^so  smril  »  rqmioe^  9fii  U^im  Um 
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teger  our  trade  nay  te  exposed  to  by 
t  ttt  whkli  ttdttdces  the  mice  of  la- 
boiff  in  every  brndi  both  <»  our  mami- 
ftctme,  egriciiltafey  and  na^[^on»  Nor 
vottJd  the  mlpmg  the  Slicking  Fund  to 
fodaDiueDeaiiewperTertingof  it;  for 
istliktu  was  fonnerly  one  of  the  taxes 
tppropfiited  to  the  M^rment  of  our  debts 
eoocncted  befell  Deeember  25,  1716, 
Ihe  mkjmg  the  Shikfng  FUnd  towards 
ibciimiitf  it,  and  then  reriviw  it  for  sup- 
phfiDg  tSe  enrrent  aerviee  m  the  year, 
tis  the  nme  thing  as  if  we  had  Uien 
ukra  Nch  a  aum  fften  the  Sinking  FUnd, 
umuM  hl^e  been  'auffieient  not  only  for 
aippfyiflg  the  current  service  of  the  year, 
but  rtdeeaang  thetax  we  bad  then  a  mind 
i»Ma^  for  ihe  eaae  loif  <<Mir  poor  hdwur- 
cn  and  aanufiictfifvrs.  Bat  as  I  hvre 
itpreiffitno  intention  to  make  any  pro- 
foniuo  for  applying  the  Sinking  Fund  to 
ash  a  porptee,  I  riudl  Itasist  no  longer 
i^ttai«ribject. 

The  mper  qileation  ttow  tiefore  ns  I 
lab  toffet  Sir,  Whedier  the  next  payment 
ftomcheShyking  Fond  ought  to  be  made 
iDthe  SMh  Sea  Cofnpan3r  or  the  Bank  ? 
And  SI  laet  dot  with  saying,  that  if  we 
ikev  any  r^ard  to  the  public  good,  or  to 
datimpmaihifltice' which  is  due  to  all 
tiiepimlic  creoitors,  we  ought  not  to  ap- 
ply the  next  payment  to  the  South  Sea 
Compaay,  1  tmnx  I  have  shewn  that,  with 
in||ect  to  the  public  good,  none  of  the 
BHidves  mentiDned  can  mduce  us  to  apply 
Ae  next^paymebt  to  tfhat  Company,  but 
flttt  on  the  coMfttry,  every  one  of  those 
aotites  are  SCfong'argttments  for  not  tuek- 
ifig  sny  f uctire  payment  to  them,  fill  all 
«  oMit  oTooriMlierdllbts  be  entirely,paid 
of.  Nim^,  Sir,  wkh  vegard  to  that  unpar- 
letf  jiuitiee>Whidi  we  ought  to  shew  to  all 
air  creAois,  I  shall  grant  the  credit  of 
^  natio&^  k  nim  B<f  well  etftdbliihed,  that 
«H  oor  pMic  fbnds  sell  at  an  advanced 
pHce,  and  that  therefore  it  fs  a  disadvan- 
tigetothe'ptfolic  creditors  to  be  paid  a 
put  of  what  is  due  to  them ;  liut  the  only 
^  of  pteserviiigthe  credit  we  toow'have, 
»topayoff  Our  debto  as  fost  as  posiiMe 
^thoiit  contracting  any  new  debt,  and  in 
i^^g  such  payments,  to  shew  no  par- 
tiality or  fovour  to  one  set  of  public  credi- 
^  inore  titan  another.  No  man  can 
M  ftitlt  with  us,  or  complain  of  partial!- 
*J,  on  account  of  our  havmg  a  regard  to 
Ae  pnbSic  good,  and  paying  off  those  cre- 
ators firrt,  whose  debts,  by  reason  of  any 
|ataat,prfvQege,  or  circumstance  attend- 
^{thepB,are  most  burdenaome  orincon- 
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lenient  to  the  nation  hi-general ;  bat  m 
for  as  oor  eredKtovs  are  upon  an  equal 
foodn^  with  respect  to  the  public  good, 
as  k  IS  a  diaaimntBge  to  every  one  of 
them  to  i«oeive  payment  of  the  whole^ 
or  any  part  of  the  debt  due  to  him,  we 
ought  to  tegulato  our  payments  in  such 
a  manner  as  that  Ae  omdvantage  tanf 
fon  upon  all,  exactly  in  proportion  to  tfa!e 
share  each  man,  or  eveiy  set  of  men,  have 
in  those  debts. 

According  to  this  proportion.  Sir,  ws 
have  ali^ady  done  kijusttce  to  the  South- 
Sea  company;  for  to  take  the  capItals*of 
the  South-Soa,  Bank,  and  East  India,  as 
they  atood  in  the  year  1727,  when  thie 
'gtieat  reduttmn  of  public  interest  took 
place,  and  to  which  national  advantage 
the  South-Sea  company  contributed  a 
great  deal  more  than  its  share,  we  aaoit 
reckon  that  every  fonnh  payment  at  least 
ought  to  have  been  made  to  the  Bank,  and 
every  eleventh  or  twelfth  to  the  Eastiudia 
company;  whereas  we  have  already  made 
five  several  payments  of  a  m^Iion  each  to 
the  South-Sea  company,  aad  one  af 
500,000/.  without  paying  so  much  as  one 
shilling  of  the  digital  either  of  the  Bank 
or  East-India  company ;  for  though  one 
million  has  been  paid  to  the  Bank,  yet  care 
was  taken  their  capital  should  not  he 
thereby  diminished,  because  the  very  neat 
following  year  a  new  sum  of  1,250,0002. 
Was  borrowed  from  them,  which  must  be 
redeemed,  as  well  as  every  other  shilling 
due  to  ^dm,  before  the  nation  can  gat 
free  of  their  eiechsive  privilege.  Can  this, 
^ir,be  called  impafml  justice,  ^r  oan  it 
be  said  we  httve  shewn  this  martial  fkvoar 
to  the  Bank  and  East  India,for  the  sake  of 
public  good,  andbeoaaae  it  is  Ibr  thb  'ia- 
terest  of  the  nation  to  support  these  two 
companies,  and  continue  tnan  in  posses- 
'^ion'of  that  exclusive  privilege  they  now 
enjoy,  and  by  which  Ihey  have  'Amt  many 
years  made  so  gr^tian  advantage  ?  No» 
Sir ;  I'haveahewn  Ihat  if  the  public  good 
be  6ngf^^  on  either  side  of  the  question^ 
it  IS  on  the  side  of  the  *South-Sea  com* 

a,  both  because  the  gmsmt  debt  is  due 
em,«nd  because  we  cannot  redeem 
their  exdtrstve  privileg|e  by  the  redemp- 
tion of  their  capital,  which  we  may  do  with 
respect  to  the  other  two. 

But,  Sir,  we  are  told  we  ought  to  shew 
a  regard  to  the  private  interest  of  the 
public  creditors,  by -directing  all  future 
payments  to  be  made  to  these  who  will 
suiter  the  least  by  having  a  part  of  their 
capital  paid  off.    With  all  my  heart,  Sir 
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let  itt  ihew  as^uch  regard  to  the  prnrate 
interest  of  our  creditors  as  the  public  in- 
terest will  admit ;  but  do  not  let  us  shew 
a  partial  regard  to  any  one  of  them,  or  to 
any  set  of  them.  We  have  already  shewn 
a  partial  regard  to  the  Bank  and  East  India 
Company ;  we  have  already  done  injustice 

.  to  the  South-Sea  Company.  This  is  the 
chief  reason  for  their  Annuities  selling  at 
•o  low  a  price ;  and  from  this,  which  is 
the  efiect  of  our  former  partiality  and  in- 
justice,  an  argument  is  now  drawn  for  con- 
tinuing that  injustice  in  all  times  to  come. 
I  say  m  all  time  to  come,  at  least  till  our 
debts  be  all  paid  off,  which  must  be  a  very 
kmg  time,  if  we  are  to  form  a  judgment  of 
it  from  our  management  for  tnese  twenty 
years  past;  for  if  this  argument  be  now  of 
any  force,  it  will  every  year  acnuire  new 
Tiffour,because  the  partiality  we  shew  to  our 
ower  funds,  will  make  them  increase  in 
their  current  value  from  year  to  year. 
From  hence  we  may  see  the  weakness  o£ 
this  argument,  and  surely  if  we  are  to  shew 
a  favour  to  any  of  our  creditors,  or  a  par- 
tial regard^to  the  private  interest  of  any 
set  of  them,  it  ougnt  to  be  to  those  who 
have  made  die  least  advantage  by  lending 
their  money  to  the  government^  conse- 
quently the  Bank  and  East  India  ought  to 
be  the  first  paid  off,  because  the  proprietors 
of  both  these  Companies  have  been  for 
many  years  receiving  large  additional  divi- 
denos  from  the  profits  of  their  trade; 
whereas  the  ^proprietors  of  South-Sea 
Stock  or  Annuities  have  never  received  so 
large  additional  dividends  from  the  profits 
of  their  trade,  nor  have  they  received  any 
such  dividend  for  so  long  a  time. 

For  this  repson.  Sir,  it  must  be  granted, 
that  though  the  proprietors  of  Bank  and 
East  India  should  really  lose  a  little  more 
than  the  proprietore  of  South-Sea  An- 
nuities, the  former  will  be  much  better  able 
to  bear  that  loss  than  we  can  suppose  the 
latter  to  be;  because  the  more  they  have 
got  bv  additional  dividends,  the  better  able 
will  they  be  to  bear  the  loss  they  may  sus- 
tain by  being  paid  off.  But,  Sir,  I  must 
upon  this  occasion  take  notice,  that  the 
South-Sea  Annuities  are  not  at  so  low  a 
price  in  proportion  to  our  other  funds  as 
0ome  gentlemen  may  imagine,  nor  will  the 
diffisrence   between  the  loss    they    may 

.sustain  by  having  this  next  payment  ap- 

eed  to  them,  and  the  loss  the  Bank  or 
ist  India  proprietors  might  sustain  by 
jts  being  applied  to  tlieni,  be  near  so  great 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  has  been 
pleai^   to   represent.     For   South-Sea 


Annuities,  in  proportion  to  dieir  dividend, 
are  really  at  a  higher  price  than  Bank  stock 
is  at  present ;  because,  if  4  per  cent  per 
annum,  the  dividend  of  these  annuities^ 
gives  lis/,  their  present  price  5</.^.  per 
cent,  per  annum,  the  dividend  upon  Bank 
stock,  ought  to  give  above  155/.  which  is 
more  than  the  present  price  of  Bank  stock ; 
and  with  respect  to  East-India  stock,  the 
pi^ssent  price  of  it  is  not,  in  proportion  to 
Its  dividend,  much  above  the  present  price 
of  South  Sea  Annuities ;  for  if  4  per  cent, 
per  annum  give  115/.  6  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, the  present  East-India  dividend, 
ought  to  give  near  170/.  so  that  at  IM 
the  present  high  price,  it  is  but  10  per 
cent,  above  the  proportion,  and  this  ad- 
vance, we.  may  believe,  i^  in  a  great  mea- 
sure owing  to  the  certainty  the  proprietors 
have  of  not  being  obligea  to  receive  my 
partial  parents  for  many  years  to  come, 

Now,  Sir,  with  respect  to  the  loss  either 
of  these  sets  of  public  creditors  may  sus- 
tsan  by  having  the  next  payment  applied 
to  them,  it  is  certain  the  South-Sea  An* 
nuitants  will  lose  the  whole  advance  pricc^ 
that  is,  every  one  of  them  will  lose  at  the 
rate  of  IS/,  per  cent,  upon  whatever  mone^ 
he  receives  as  his  share  of  that  partial  pay- 
ment ;  but  we  are  not  to  suppose,  that  the 
proprietors  of  East-India  Stock  will  lose  at 
the  rate  of  80/.  per  cent,  or  that  the  pro- 
prietors of  Bank  Stock  will  lose  at  tlie 
rate  of  50/.  per  cent,  upon  whatever  inonev 
an^  of  them  shall  receive  as  his  share  ol 
this  next  payment,  if  it  were  to  be  madi 
to  cither  of  them ;  because,  though  a  pnh 
portiona}  part  of  the  annuity  due  from  \hi 
government  will  cease  in  every  one  of  the 
diree  cases,  yet,  in  the  case  of  the  Bank  and 
East-India  company,  the  proprietors  h&vi 
another  sort  of  Annuity,  an  additional  din 
dend,  which  arises  from  their  trade ;  and  ai 
the  trade  of  neither  of  them  cannot  eithel 
cease  or  be  diminished  by  this  next  partis 
payment's  being  made  to  them,  b}r  the  re 
auction  of  their  capital,  this  additional  di 
vidend  must  of  course  increase  upon  tin 
whole  remaining  capital,  and  consequently 
the  current  price  of  the  whole  remainin] 
capital  must  rise  a  great  deal  above  thi 
present  market  price. 

To  illustrate  what  I  have  said,  Sir,  b; 
figures,  as  far  as  the  present  opportunity 
will  permit,  I  shall  suppose  the  capital  <i 
the  South-Sea  Old  Annuities  not  to  exce© 
10,000,000/.  tlie  capital  of  the  Bank  no 
to  exceed  the  like  sum,  and  the  capital  ^ 
the  East-India  Company  not  to  exceej 
3,000,000/.  I  know  ev^ry  one  of  the^ 
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capitals  exceed  thesums  I  have  mentioned, 
bat  in  the  present  case  the  calculations 
will  be  the  same,  let  their  capitals  amount 
to  what  they  wUl ;  and,  I  suppose  these 
round  aiiBfi,  that  my  calculations  may  be 
tbe  more  easily  understood.    Now,  sup* 
pose  the  next  payment  is  to  be  made  to 
South  Sea  Old  Annuities,  as  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman  haa  propos^ ;  in  that  case 
a  proprietor  of  1,000^  capital  will  receive 
100^  of  his  capital,  ana,  consequently, 
vill  for  the  future,  without  a  new  purchase, 
stiodponessed  of  900^.  capital  only ;  so  that 
hewiil  lose  the  advanced  price,  being  13/. 
upon  the  lOOL  paid  off,  no  part  of  which 
lots  can  be  r^laced  to  him  by  any  advan- 
tap  hfi  remaming  capital  will  receive,  by 
Bcaos  of  the  payment  then  made  by  the 
puMic.   Let  me  next  suppose  the  pay- 
ment ncnr  under  our  consideration  to  be 
made  to  the  Bank:  in  tliat  case  a  pro- 
prietor of  1,000^  capital  Bank  stock  will 
receive  lOoL  consequently  he  must  have 
10G/.ofhi6  capital  azmihilated,  and  will, 
^erefore,  for  the  future,  without  a.  new 
purchase,  stand  possessed  of  900/.  capital 
oqIt;  so  that  he  will  lose  the  advanced 
price,  being  50/.  but  I  shall  now  shew 
that  a  great  part  of  this  50/.  will  be  re- 
placed to  him  by  an  advantage  his  remain- 
ing capital  must  necessarily  receive,  by 
oeaas  of  th^  payment  made  by  the  public ; 
for  as  the  Bank  make  at  present  an  addi- 
tional dividend  of  1^  per  cent  per  annum, 
Oizt  of  the  profits  by  their  trade,  upon  their 
vbole  capital  of  10,000,000/.  as  that  ca- 
pital will  then  be  reduced  to  nine  millions, 
a^  no  part  of  the  profits  by  their  trade 
viil  cease  or  be  dimmished,  because  of  the 
payment  Aus  made;  to  them  by  the  public, 
tiler  whole  profits  which  were  formerly 
divided  upon  ten  millions  capital,  will  for 
^  fiiture  come  to  be  divided  upon  nine 
Quiliona.  capital  cmly,  which  must  neces- 
sity increase  their  future  dividends,  and 
<^Bksqaently  enhance  the  price  of  every 
leap's  remaining  stock:   as    the   Bank 
^^^vies  at  present  If  per  cent,  from  the 
P^ts  of  Uieir  trade  upon  the  supposed 
^tai  of  10,000,000/.  we  must  reckon  the 
^  profits  of  their  trade  to  amount  to 
l^iOOO^  per  annum,  and  as  this  150,000/. 
[«r  annum  will  afterwards  come  to  be  di- 
^i^.  ^P^i^  lune  millions  capital  only,  the 
*«itional  dividend  firom  the  pronts  of 
^  trade  will  then  amount  to  1/.  13*.  4^. 
P»cent,  instead  of  1/.  10*.  therefore  the 
^atare  dividend  of  the  Bank,  if  this  pay- 
^aett  he  made  to  them,  must  necessarily 
^^.  \%i.  4rf.  and  if  a  dividend  of  5U  10*. 


makes  their  capital  sell  at  150/.  per  cent, 
a  dividend  of  5L  13*.  ^d.  will  make  their 
remaining  capital,  after  a  million  paid  off, 
sell  at  154/.  10*.  and  upwards ;  so  that 
every  proprietor  of  1,000/.  capital,  will 
^in  by  the  advanced  price  of  hn;  remain- 
ing 900/.  capital,  very  near  41/.  and  con- 
sequently, we  must  reckon,  that  no  pro- 
prietor of  Bank  stock  will  lose  more  than  at 
the  right  of  about  9/.  per  cent  by  this  next 
public  payment's  bein^  made  to  the  Bank ; 
whereas  every  proprietor  of  South  Sea 
Old  Annuities  will  lose  at  the  rate  of  13/. 
per  cent,  by  its  being  made  to  them. 

By  the  same  method  of  calculation.  Sir, 
we  may  find,  that  if  a  million  were  to  be 
paid  at  Michaelmas  next  to  the  East-India 
Company,  and  their  stock  supposed  not  to 
exceed  3,000,000/.  the  proprietors  would 
not  lose  above  20/.  per  cent,  upon  the 
stock  annihilated  by  such  payment ;  be- 
cause, as  the  whole  profits  of  their  trade 
would  then  come  to  be  divided  upon 
two  millions  capital  instead  of  three,  every 
man's  remaining  stock  would  rise  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increase  of  the  dividend, 
which  advantage  upon  his  remaining  stock 
would  atone  for  the  far  greatest  part  of 
the  loss  upon  his  annihilated  stock.  But, 
as  I  do  not  intend  at  present  to  make  any 

Sroposition  for  applying  the  growing  pro- 
uce  of  the  sinking  fund  to  the  East  India 
Company,  Tshall  not  trouble  you  with  the 
particulars  of  the  calculation.  I  know  it 
may  be  said,  tliat  as  every  payment  made 
by  the  public  sends  a  greater  number  of 
purchasers  to  market,  the  price  of  South 
oea  Old  Annuities  will  certainly  rise  by 
such  payments  being  made  to  them  ;  but 
this  I  have  taken  no  notice  of,  because  it 
is  an  advantage  will  accrue  equally  to  th^ 
three  companies,  or  to  which  either  of 
them  the  payment  shall  be  made  to ;  and^. 
therefore,  can  make  litttle  or  no  difierencer 
with  respect  to  the  loss  the  proprietors  o£ 
either  of  them  may  sustain  by  having  a 
part  of  their  capital  paid  off. 

Thus,  Sir,  it  must  appear,  that  if  we 
have  a  mind  to  shew  a  proper  and  impar* 
tial  regard  to  the  puolic  creditors,  we 
cannot  order  the  present  growing  produce 
of  the  sulking  fund  to  be  applied  towarda 
paying  off  any  part  of  the  South.Sea  Com- 
pany's capital ;  and  if  we  have  a  mind  to 
direct  this  next  payment  to  be  made  to 
tliose  who  will  suffer  the  least  by  having 
a  part  of  their  capital  paid  off,  I  have 
shewn  that  the  proprietors  of  the  Bank 
will  suffer  the  least,  and  therefore  tlie  next 
payment  ought  to  be  made  to  them.    Bot 
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if  we  have  a  mind  to  shew  a  partial  favour 
to  any  one  set  of  public  creditors,  cer« 
tainly  the  South  Sea  Old  and  New  Annui- 
ties deserve  it  more  than  any  other  ;  for 
upon  examination  it  will  be  found,  there 
are  among  them  more  creditors  in  pro- 
portion for  small  sums,  than  there  are  in 
any  of  our  other  public  funds  ;  and  as  a 
rich  man  is  better  able  to  bear  a  loss  than 
a  poor  man,  that  fund  which  has  the  great- 
est number  of  poor  men  in  it  deserves 
surely  most  of  our  compassion,  and  conse- 
quently most  of  our  mvour*  To  this  I 
anall  add  another  motive  for  shewing  more 
&vour  to  the  South-Sea  annuitants,  than 
to  any  other  set  of  public  creditors, 
which  b  this  :  it  will,  I  believe,  upon  exa- 
mination appear,  that  among  the  South- 
Sea  annuitants,  there  is  a  much  smaller 
number  of  foreigners  in  proportion,  than 
there  is  among  the  proprietors  of  any  other 
of  our  funds ;  and  i  must  think,  that  fund 
deserves  most  favour  from  a  British  par- 
liament, which  is  most  generally  possessed 
by  British  subjects,  or  at  least  it  deserves 
equal  favour,  which .  is  all  I  have  occasion 
for  at  present,  for  shewing  that  the  next 
fiayment  ought  not  to  be  made  to  the 
South-Sea  Company. 

And  now.  Sir,  I  shall  conclude'  with 
taking  notice  of  a  circumstance  relating 
to  tihie  Bank,  which  ought,  I  think,  to  be  a 
prevailing  argument  for  our  resolving  that 
the  nexf  payment  shall  be  made  to  that 
Company.  I  mean  the  expiration  of  thdr 
term  which  now  draws  pretty  near ;  for 
upon  the  first  of  August  1743,  we  may, 
upon  giving  proper  notice,  pay  off  all  that 
shdl  uen  remain  due  to  that  Company, 
and  so  put  an  end  to  their  subsisting  as  a 
corporation,  unless  they  obtain  firom  par- 
liament a  renewal  of  their  term,  which 
oertalnly  will  not  be  granted  without  a 
very  valuable  consideration.  While  the 
debt  due  to  them  continues  as  large  as  it  is 
at  present,  they  need  be  under  no  unea- 
siness, were  their  term  to  expire  to-mor- 
row ;  because  they  know  the  parliament 
cannot  pay  them  off  in  two  or  three  years; 
and  whue  they  are  under  no  uneasiness  it 
is  certain  thejr  will  not  be  so  fond  of  re- 
newing, nor  will  they  offer  so  large  a  con- 
nderation.  For  this  reason  I  tmnk  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  begin  now  to  pa^ 
them  off ;  in  order  that  we  may  have  it 
in  our  power,  at  the  end  of  their  term,  or 
soon  aner,  tp  pay  off  the  whole,  in  case 
we  should  then  find  it  necessary  to  put  an 
end  to  the  corporation,  or  in  case  they 
Aould  refuse  to  give  such  a  consideration 


forarenewal  as  may  be  then  thought  just 
and  reasonable. 

I  hope.  Sir,  I  have  now  ishewn  that  it  is 
absolutelyinconsistentwiththepublic  good, 
and  with  that  impartial  justice  which  is 
due  to  all  the  creditors  of  tJie  public,  to 
appl}f  the  present  growing  produce  of  the 
Sinking-Fund  towards  paymg  off  any  part 
of  the  South-Sea  Company's  capital;  and 
that  by  BpplyvDg  it  towards  pa3niig  off  the 
annuitants  of  tmit  Compai^,  we  do  an  in- 
justice to  those  who  are  best  intitled  to  our 
compassion  and  fiivour.  «  On  the  other 
hano,  I  think  I  have  shewn,  that  if  we  have 
any  regard  for  the  public  good,  if  we  have 
a  mind  to  distribute  justice  impartially  te 
all  our  creditors,  if  we  have  a  nund  to  anew 
a  regard  to  the  private  interest  of  our  cre- 
ditors, by  applying  the  next  payment  to 
those  who  will  suffer  the  least  bv  its  beingj 
made  to  them,  we  ought  to  resolve,  *^  Thatj 
tlie  Sum  of  one  million  be  granted  to  hi^ 
Majesty,  towards  redeeming  the  like  sum 
of  the  increased  capital  of  the  governor 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  England.'' 
Therefore  I  hope  the  hoa.  gentleman  wini 
amend  his  motion  by  leaving  out  the  words,i 
*  of  the  South-Sea  Company,  as  is  now! 
commonly  called  old  South-Sea  Annuities,^ 
and  inserting  in  their  stead,  these  words. 
'  of  the  governor  and  con^any  <^the  Banx 

of  Epgland.' 

* 
To  this  it  was  replied  in  substance  a^ 
follows: 

Sir;  As  to  the  power  of  Parliament  ovel 
the  Sinking-Fund,  I  must  St31  think  it  abj 
solute  and  unlimited,  notwithstanding  alj 
that  has  been  now  or  formerly  said  to  th^ 
contrary ;  and  I  have  this  advantage,  thaj 
I  have  several  joint  resolutions  of  ail  th^ 
branches  of  our  legislature  in  fiivour  of  mj 
opinioii;  I  cannot  easily  imagine  the  Par| 
liament  which  established  the  Sinkingi 
Fund  had  any  intention  to  limit  or  restraii 
tne  power •of'^all  future  Farliaments,  witj 
respect  to  the  disposition  of  the  produce  <^ 
that  Fund :  they  knew  it  was  an  intention 
they  could  not  make  efl^tual,  and  I  cari 
not  think  the  wisdom  of  the  nation  woull 
propose  or  form  to  themselves  an  intentioj 
which  they  knew  they  had  no  power  tj 
make  effectual ;  but  tiiis  is  not  the  que^ 
tion  now  before  us,  and  therefore  I  shaj 
not  take  up  your  time  with  expatiatinj 
upon  the  subject. 

If  we  could  immediatelv  redeem  tfa 
original  fund  of  the  Bank,  which  now  beai 
an  interest  of  6  per  cent,  I  must  a< 
knowledge,  Sir,  it  would  be  a  very  goq 
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\  for  our  appl3nBg  this  next  pay- 

;  to  that  CompaDy :    nay,  it  would  be 

a  good  atgument  tor  our  borrowing  money 
al  4  per  caA.  auffifeiant  to  pay  off  their 
whofe  c^Htal,  in  order  to  come  at  the  re- 
dMupdon  of  that  part  of  it  which  beam  so 
Iqgh  an  interest,  m  case  they  refused  to 
eoiEiply  with  our  terms ;  but  we  know  we 
tmmtik  redeem  or  pay  off  that  original 
ted,  till  the  expiration  of  their  term^  which 
hassix  yean  to  nm  from  the  1st  of  August 
next ;  tfterefore^the  high  interest  upon  that 
part  of  their  capital  can  be  no  reason  for 
■Milyiiig  the  present  growing  produce  of 
l&a  Sinkin^Foad  towards  redeeming  any 
pvtof  Aeir  fund,  which  bears  the  same 
wtaresl  now  parable  upon  almost  aU  the 
paUic  fimds.  We  have  at  least  5  years  to 
thiak  of  means  for  redndng  the  interest 
pejdbie  mfoa  their  ordinal  fund;  and  if 
fli  the  Old  of  lliat  term,  it  should  be  diought 
Maenary  to  abolish  that  Company,  or  put 
an  end  to  their  exckisive  priviiege,  it  will 
lie  dien  easy,  asore  easy  than  at  present, 
to  ind  money  at  4  per  cent,  for  pa^g  off 
their  whole  capkal,  thoo^  not  a  shilling  of 
it  dkonU  be  p«dd  off  before  that  time;  for 
as  the  iwFifcif^  of  lenders  upon  public  secu- 
ritiea  wifi  be  eyay  year  increasing  by  the 
pajflsenta  made  out  of  the  Sinking-Fund, 
let  them  be  made  to  whom  ttoy  will,  it  will 
of  eoQiae  become  every  year  more  easy 
fir  the  public  to  borrow  money  at  4  per 
cent,  nay,  peiiiaps,  evra  at  3  per  cent 
iSbmoL  it  can  be  now,  or  in  any  preceding 
yeai:;  On  the  other  hand,  if  upon  the  ex- 
IBBtioii  of  that  term,  it  should  De  thought 
Ijroper  to  contmue  the  Bade,  ^d  to  con- 
aane  them  in  the  possession  of  their  pre- 
amt  exclusive  privilege,  the  nK»e  capital 
th^  are  then  possessed  of,  the  more  able 
«m  they  be  to  puj^  alarge  consideration  to 
ttepoblic,  for  a  new  tens;  and  if  they 
dmdd  refine  to  ccmiply  with  any  reasona- 
hit  terms  tiiat  may  then  be  proposed  by 
Ibe  public,  i  am  convinced  the  larger  their 
capital  then  is,  the  more  easy  will  it  be  to 
fad  a  new  company  of  adventurers  ready 
Is  accept  of  the  terms  offered  by  the  pub- 
lie^«id  wHlin^  to  advance  money  sufficiaat 
far  paying  oft  mid  abolishing  the  old  Com- 
pany;  for  every  one  knows,  it  must  always 
m  a  great  advantage  to  a  Banking  Com- 
pany to  lukve  a  hurge  oiqpital,  and  consi- 
deraUe  sums  of  ready  money  coming  in 
to  them  weekly  from  his  Majesty's  Exche- 
^oar. 

i-confess,  Sir,  1  am  a  little  surprised  to 
iMar  it  insinuated,  that  it  would  oe  more 
adfsutageoua  or  oonvenient  f^r  theimbUc^ 


to  owe  a  large  debt  to  any  One  company, 
than  to  owe  a  debt  of  equal  value  to  three 
or  four  different  companies.  If  the  whole 
debt  we  now  owe  were  in  the  hands  of 
any  one  company,  it  would  be  in  the  power 
of  that  company  to  distress  the  public 
whenever  they  had  a  mind;  whereas, 
while  that  debt  is  in  the  hands  of  several 
companies,  if  one  ^ould  resolve  to  distress, 
the  others  would  probably  resolve  to  sup-  - 
sort,  and  by  that  means  the  public  can 
never  be  in  danger  of  bmg  distressed  by 
either.  Likewise  while  the  debt  continues 
to  be  in  the  hands  of  several  companies, 
and  while  it  continues  to  be  a  disadvantage 
to  each  of  them  to  be  paid  off,  as  long  as 
the  Sinking  Fund  produces  any  thing,  it 
will  be  in  uie  power  of  the  public  to  keq^ 
every  one  of  uem  in  awe,  and  jsi  some 
manner  to  prescribe  to  each,  by  threaten- 
ing  to  apply  the  Sinking;  Fund  solely  to 
that  company  which  shall  refuse  to  comply 
with  any  reasonidble  proposition  that  may 
be  offered.  In  private  life,  as  well  as  pub* 
lie,  it  is  not  so  convenient  to  owe  a  large 
debt  to  one  person,  as  to  owe  a  debt  of 
eqnal  value,  and  at  the  same  interest,  to 
severaVprovided  thedebtor  can  be  assured^ 
that  none  of  his  creditors  will  demand  pay* 
ment  till  he  is  ready  to  offisr  it ;  for  we  , 
reason  why  gentleman  of  estates  generally 
borrow  a  large  sum  from  one  person,  is 
because  a  man  df  estate  can  borrow  a 
large  sum  at  a  lower  rate  of  .interest  than 
he  can  borrow  small  sums;  or  bebause 
some  one  or  other  of  his  small  creditors  is 
every  day  teazing  him  for  payment,  which 
ke^  him  in  a  constant  state  of  uneasiness 
and  trouble ;  but  if  a  private  maa.  owed 
10,000/.  to  ten  different  persons,  neither 
of  whom,  he  was  sure,  would  ever  ask  pay* 
ment  till  he  was  ready  to  offer  it,  he  would 
not  surely,  in  common  prudence,  ofier  to 
borrow  IO,00tf.  at  the  same  interest  frmn 
any  one  person,  in  order  to  pay  off  these 
ten  different  creditors;  and  if  a  man  had 
several  mortgages  upon  his  estate,  and 
could  make  partial  payin^nts,  without  irri- 
tating his  creditor,  I  believe  common  pru- 
dence would  direct  him  to  apply  all  his  par- 
tial pajncnents  towards  diminishing  the 
largest  mortgage ;  because  a  creditor  iot 
a  large  sum,  mis  it  always  more  m  his 
power  to  distress  his  debtor,  than  a  credi- 
tor for  a  small  sum  can  have,  unless  the 
debtor  be  a  man  who  has  neither  fortune 
n<»:  credit  I  shall  grant  it  is  better  for 
the  public  to  owe  a  lurge  debt  to  a  com- 
pany, then  to  a  great  and  disunited  multi- 
tude of  private  persons;  because  to  such 
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terested  a  regard  for  the  good  of  their 
country,  as  any  nation  now  in  Etirope. 
The  circulating  of  bank  bills,  or  cash  notes, 
must  certainly  increase  the  curreat  cash 
of  any  country,  and  must  therefore  be  of 
great  use  in  trade;  consequently  the  more 
extensive  and  the  more  general  such  a  cir- 
culation is,  the  better  will  it  be  for  the 
inland  trade  of  that  country.  It  is  true,  a 
private  man,  or  a  set  of  pnvate  men,  by  a 
long  series  of  good  management,  gain  a 
very  extensive  credit,  but  that  credit  can 
never  come  to  be  so  extensive^  or  near  so 
general,  as  the  credit  of  a  rich  public  com- 
pany, that  has  supported  itself  with  honour 
for  perhaps  some  ages;  because  the  credit 
of  a  private  man  always  depends  upon  him- 
self, so  that  when  he  dies,  his  credit,  as  to 
any  future  circulation,  generally  dies  with 
him ;  for  it  must  require  some  time  before 
those  who  succeed  can  revive  or  regain  it; 
whereas- a  public  company  never  dies,  nor 
can  thdr  credit  meet  with  any  such  inter- 
ruption ;  and  as  their  managers  are  always 
chosen  annually  by  the  company,  there  is 
a  greater  security  for  its  being  under  good 
management,  than  a  private  bank,  whose 
chief  managers  are  always  appointed  by 
the  cliance  of  natural  or  legal  succession ; 
therefore  I  shall  always  think  it  better  for 
a  trading  country  to  have  a  public  bank, 
than  to  trust  entirely  to  private  bankers* 
Then  as  to  the  East-India  trade,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  trade  could  not  be  carried  on  by 
private  adventurers,  unless  the  nation 
should  be  at  the  expence  of  supporting 
the  settlements,  forts,  and  fectories  now 
supported  by  the  company;  and  even  in 
that  case,  the  ships  proper  for  the  trade 
are  so  large  and  expensive,  and  the  cargoes 
so  rich,  that  I  question  much  if  it  could  be 
carried  on  by  private  men  trading  sepa- 
rately. In  short,  Sir,  we  know  how  our 
banking  and  East-India  trade  have  pros- 
pered under  their  present  regulation,  but 
we  cannot  certainly  judge  how  they  would 
prosper  in  the  hands  of  pnvate  and  sepa- 
rate adventurers ;  therefore,  I  must  think, 
it  would  be  a  dangerous  experiment  to  dis- 
solve the  companies,  and  1  am  of  opinion 
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a  multitude  the  public  can  ofkt  no  new 
terms,  nor  can  it  enter  into  any  treaty  or 
transaction  witli  them;  whereas  a  multi- 
tude united  in  a .  company  is  always  go- 
verned by  the  majority,  and  is  in  efiect ' 
but  one  person,  so  that  means  may  always 
be  (found  for  getting  them  all  to  agree  to 
any  new  and  reasonable  terms  that  may 
be  offered.  This  was  a  good  reason  for 
thelegishiture's  enabling  the  South-Sea 
company  to  purchase  in,  or  pay  off  all  our 
redeemable  and  irredeemable  debts ;  but 
this  cmx .  be  no  reason  for  saying,  that  it 
>vould  be  better  to  have  the  whole  public 
debts  placed  in  the  hands  of  one  great 
company,  than  to  have  it  placed  in  the 
hands  of  three  or  four  different  corpora- 
tions ;  because,  tlie  public  may  treat  with 
each,  and  will  always  be  able  to  treat  more 
upon  the  par  with  each,  than  if  it  had  only 
one  powerful  and  numerous  body  to  deal 
with. 

As  for  the  disadvantage  which  an  exclu- 
sive privilege  may  be  of  to  the  trade  of 
the  nation  in  general,  it  cannot  be  of  any 
weight  in  the  present  debate ;  because,  if 
at  the  end  of  the  term  granted  to  the  Bank 
pr  East-India  company,  it  should  be  found 
necessary  to  abolish  the  Bank,  or  not  to 
renew  the  exclusive  privilege  of  either  of 
the  two,  it  will,  I  am  certain,  be  in  Uie 
.  power  of  the  public  to  borrow  as  much 
money,  at  a  moderate  .interest,  as  will  be 
sufficient  for  redeeming  either  the  one  or 
the  other,  though  not  a  shilling  should  be 
paid  to  either  of  Uiem  before  the  expiration 
of  their  term ;  and  if  it  should  be  thought 
fit  to  continue  them,  and  to  renew  their 
exclusive  privilege,  it  would  be  a  disad- 
vantage to  both,  but  especially  the  Bank, 
even  with  respect  to  their  trade,  to  have  a 
great  part  of  their  capital  paid  off';  in 
which  case  the  making  of  such  payments 
would  certainly  be  an  injury  done  to  the 
trade  of  the  nation.  But  though  in  most 
.sorts  of  trade,  an  exclusive  privilege  may 
be  of  bad  consequence,  I  am  nevertheless 
of  opinion,  that  with  respect  to  the  Bank- 
ing trade,  and  the  trade. to  the  East-Indies, 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other  can  be  car-  ,  i 

ried  on  with  such  success,  or  in  such  an  |  neither  of  them  can  subsist  without  such 
extensive  manner,  by  private  adventurers,    an  exclusive  privilege  as  they  now  enjoy. 


as  by  a  public  company,  with  such  an  ex- 
•elusive  privilege  as  our  present  companies 
liavc ;  and  in  this  opinion  I  am  supported 
by  the  example  ot  our  neighbours  the 
Dutch,  who,  I  believe,  understand  trade 
as  well  as  most  of  their  neighbours,  and,  I 
may  say,  I  hope,  without  giving  any  of- 
fence, tliat  they  generally  shew  as  disin- 


However,  we  have  now  no  occasion  for 
determining  this  question ;  for  as  I  have 
said,  whatever  way  it  may  be  determined, 
when  the  opportunity  offers,  it  can  be  of 
no  weight  in  the  present  debate ;  at  least 
if  it  is  of  any  weight,  it  must  be  in  favour 
of  the  motion ;  because  if  we  «hould  once 
pay  of  any  part  of  the  capital  of  Bank  or 
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East'India,  ire  cannot  replace  it^  but  by 
contcacting  a  new  debt,  which  I  hope 
ve  never  shaQ,  even  though  we  should 
Bfterwards  resohe  to  grant  the  conapany  a 
new  term. 

With  respect  to  the  trade  carried'^on  by 
oar  three   great  companies,    it  must  hie 
granted.  Sir,  that  the  South-Sea  Company 
has  hitherto  been  far  from  carrying  on 
such  a  trade  as  either  of  the  other  two ; 
and  althoi^h  I  am  convinced,  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  capital  of  the  Bank  or  East 
India  would  be  a  disadvantage  to  their 
trade,  yet  I  am  hr  from  being  of  opinion 
that   the    diminution    of  the  South-Sea 
capital  would  be  a  disadvantage  to  any 
soft  of  trade  they   can  be  supposed  to 
carry  on  in  any  time  to  come ;  for  their 
capital  is  ao  large,  that  though  the  greatest 
pak  of  it  werepaid  off,  they  would,  I  think, 
have  sufficient  remaining  rorenabling  them 
to  posdli  tlieir  trade  as  far  as  the  nature  <^ 
it  will  admit  of.    But  supposing,  that  by 
!»ofne  extraordinary  and  unforeseen  aca- 
dent  it  diould  hmpcn  otherwise,  supposing 
the  Sonth^Sea  Company  should  become 
one  1^  the  moat  flourishmg  trading  Com- 
panies in  the  world,  ^which  I  should  be  ex- 
tremely glad  to  see)  where  any  present 
measure  is  to  be  taken,  I  shall  always 
think  it  much  safer  to  form  a  judgment 
upon  the  experience  of  what  is  passed, 
than  upon  any  conjecture  of  what  may 
happen  in  time  to  come ;  and  if  we  are 
now  to  be  directed  by  the  experience  of 
what  is  past,  I  am  sure  it  will  be  very  ea^ 
to  determine  which  of  the  three  capitals 
we  may  dimini^  without  running  any  risk 
of  injuring  the  trade  of  the  Company  by 
si^ch  diminution. 

Then,  Sir,  with  respect  to  the  taxes 
mortgaged  to  the  several  companies,  it 
seems  to  be  admitted  that  the  taxes  mort- 
gaged to  the  South-Sea  Company  are  the 
most  g^rievous ;  and  if  so,  it  would  certainly 
be  much  better  for  the  parliament  to  have 
an  absolute  power  of  abolishing  all  those 
taxes,  than  to  have  only  a  conditional 
power  subject  to  the  controul  of  any  com- 
pany in  England ;  for  though  it  may  be 
probahle  that  their  consent  will  always  be 
readily  obtained,  by  oflering  them  a  secu- 
rity upon  the  Sinkmg-Fund,for  an  annuity 
equal  to  the  yearly  produce  of  the  tax  so 
to  be  idiolished,  yet  the  obtaining  of  such  a 
consent  is  what  we  cannot  pretend  to  be 
b&llibly  sure  of;  and  therefore  I  must 
thnik  it  most  prudent  for  us  to  proceed 
te  Gist  as  possible  in  the  redemption  of 
^Kise. taxes  which  are  allowed  to  be  the 


most  burdensome  to  the  nation  in  ge* 
neral.  As  for  what  has  been  said  with 
regard  to  the  Salt-duty,  it  can  have  no 
relation  to  the  present  question,  there« 
fore  I  shall  not  take  much  nodce  of  it ; 
but  I  must  declare  I  am  fiu*  from  thinking 
it  near  so  burdensome  or  inconvenient  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  pleased  to 
represent,  nor  did  I  ever  think  it  so  griev- 
ous as  the  Land-Tax.  There  is  not  a  man 
in  the  kingdom  that  feels  or  complains  of 
what  he  pays  to  the  Salt-Tax,  but  most  of 
the  land-nolders  in  England  severely  feel 
every  sliiiling  that  is  laid  upon  their  land, 
and  most  of  them  would  complain  if  they 
were  not  convinced  that  the  parliament 


takes  every  opportunity  to  relieve  them. 
We  must  remember,  that  when  the  Salt- 


Duty  was  abolished,  there  was  then  no 
competition  in  parliament  between  it  and 
the  Land-Tax ;  if  there  had,  I  mak^  no 
doubt  but  that  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
would  have  been  of  the  same  opinion  they 
afterwards  were,  and  would  then,  as  weU 
as  afterward,  have  determined  that  the 
Land-Tax  was  by  far  the  most  grievous  of 
the  two.  But  however  grievous  or  dan- 
gerous the  Salt-Duty  may  be,  there  can  be 
no  occasion  for  applying  the  produce  dT 
the  Sinking-Fund  towards  its  redemption ; 
because  in  seven  or  eight  years  it  will  of 
course  expire ;  and  if  any  attempt  should 
hereafter  be  made  for  continuing  or  re- 
viving it,  the  honourable  gentleman  may 
then  give  his  reasons  against  it,  when  I  am 
persuaded  they  will  have  great  weight,  as 
they  always  have  with  every  man  that  hears 
him. 

Ihope,  Sir,  I  have  now  shewn  that  all 
the  arguments  which  can  be  drawn  from 
the  public  eood  of  the  nation  in  general, 
plead  strongly  for  your  applying  the  next 
!  payment  towards  redeeming  so  much  of 
I  the  South-Sea  Capital,  and  that  there  is  no 
;  weight  in  any  thins  that  has  been  said  to 
{  the  contrary.    I  shall  next  consider  that 
impartial  justice  which  is  due  to  al)  our 
creditors,  and  the  regard  we  ought  to  have 
for  the  private  interest  of  every  one.    As 
.  for  that  rule  of  proportion  which  has  been 
i  laid  down,  and  According  to  which  it  has 
!  been  said  we  ought  to  mi^e  all  our  future 
payments,  I  cannot  think  it  would  be  either 
'  just  or  hnpartial,  or  that  it  would  shew  a 
proper  regard  for  our  creditors  in  general; 
for  as  every  payment  we  make  must  be  at- 
tended with  a  loss  to  those  to  whom  it  is 
made,  we  ought  to  make  our  payments  in 
such  a  manner  as  that  the  loss  may  alwap 
fall  upon  the  greatest  number  of  persons : 
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ft  loss  ihat  fiills  upon  S  or  400  persons  may 
,  be  idmost  insensible  to  every  one»  whereas 
if  the  same  loss  be  made  to  M  upon  100 
persons  only,  k  will  be  sererdhr  feh  by 
every  one,  and  may  in  all  probabinty  prove 
minoiis  to  a  great  many.  For  this  reason 
we  ought  to  make  all  or  most  of  oar  pay- 
ments to  that  capital  which  istiie  largest, 
till  such  time  as  it  be  reduced  upon  a  par, 
or  near  upon  par,  with  some  one  of  the 
other  cf^itals ;  conseqoa&tly  the  next  pay^- 
nient,  and  perhaps  several  ^ure  payments, 
ought  to  be  apphed  to  the  Sou^-Sea  Com- 
pany, because  their  capital  is  by  mudi  the 
largest,  and  their  proprietors  by  far  the 
most  numerous,  and  therefore  the  loss  can^ 
not  &11  so  heavy  upon  those  to  whom  the 
pMnent  is  n)^e. 

It  is  true.  Sir,  there  are,  i  believe, 
among  the  South-Sea  Anattitants  a  great 
many  proprietors  for  small  sums,  perhaps 
more  jn  proportion  than  in  any  of  our  other 
pvMc  fimos;  but  saeh  proprietors  have 
all  someliiing  else  to  depend  on,  and  there- 
fore are  not  so  much  objects  of  compassion 
as  the  honourable  gentlemen  wt>uld  repre- 
sent They  are  generally  persons  con- 
eeraed  in  some  sort  of  trade  or  business, 
and  the  small  suaa  of  money  that  will  Mi  to 
eadi  person's  share,  out  of  any  payment  to 
he  made  by  the  public,  will  or  at  least  may, 
be  usefully  employed  by  them  m  the  busi- 
ness they  are  engaged  in.  The  greatest  ob- 
jects of  compassion  are  the  proprietors  for 
toiddling  sums,  such  as  have  1,000^  two  or 
three,  in  some  one  of  the  public  funds,  and 
have*  no  trade  or  business,  nor  any  thing 
to  depend  on  for  a  subsistence,  but  the  an- 
nuity or  dividends  they  receive  from  the 
Company.  By  such  proprietors  the  loss 
will  De  severely  felt,  because  they  can 
make  no  use  of  the  money  they  receive^ 
but  by  laying  it  out  a^ain  upon  the  pur- 
chase of  stock  or  annuities  at  a  very  great 
disadvantage,  and  many  of  them  may  per- 
h2^  be  tempted  to  waste  it  in  some  sort 
of  extravagslnce ;  but  of  such  prq>rietors 
there  are,  I  believe,  in  proportion,  as  many 
in  our  other  funds  as  in  the  South-Sea  An- 
nuities, and  therefore  the  latter  deserve  no 
Darticular  favour  upon  that  account.  As 
tor  foreigners,  I  shall  not  take  upon  me  to 
say  which  of  our  public  funds  are  most  ge- 
nerally possessed  by  them;  but  I  am 
surprized  to  hear  it  so  much  as  insinuated 
that  we  ought  to  shew  any  greater  favour 
to  our  own  subjects  than  to  those  foreign- 
ers who  have  put  such  a  confidence  in  the 
honour  of  this  nation,  as  to  trust  us  with 
the  whcie  ortbe  greatest  part  of  dieir  Smt-  I 


tunes :  I  hc^  I  shall  never  see  any  such 
doctrine  established,  because  I  an^  of  opi- 
nion it  would  tend  both  to  the  dishonour 
and  discredit  of  the  nation,  and  might  be 
of  the  most  dangerous  consequence,  if 
ever  this  nation  should  again  be  plunged 
in  a  war  as  expensive  as  me  last.  I  wish 
it  had  not  been  mentioned;  but  since  it 
has,  I  think  it  one  of  the  strongest  argu- 
ments can  be  made  use  of  for  inducing  ua 
to  agree  to  the  motion,  in  order  to  con^ 
vmce  the  whole  world,  that  this  House 
will  never  give  die  least  countenance  to 
such  a  doctrine.  I  must  now.  Sir,  beg 
leave  to  consider  the  calculations  that  have 
been  made  for  Viewing  that  the  South-Sea 
Annuitants  will  sustain  a  greater  loss  by 
the  next  pqnnent's  being  made  to  them, 
than  the  proprietors  of  Bonk  stock  would 
sustain,  k  the  next  payment  riionld  be  ap- 
plied to  then.  The  calcnkitionB  1  nnist 
confess  are  ingenious  enough,  but  they  are 
dl  founded  upcm  two  suppositions,  neither 
of  which,  I  amafraid  will  hold.  They  are 
all  founded  upon  these  two  soppositiona, 
that  nether  tie  trade  cf  the  Bank  or  East 
India  Company  will  be  in  the  least  dimi- 
nished by  our  paying  off  tf  part  of  their 
capital,  and  that  the  remaining  stock  will 
rise  in  its  vidue  according  to  the  increase 
of  the  fiiture  dtivkiendB.  As  to  the  first  of 
these  suppositions,  I  am  convinced  it  will 
not  hold,  espeddly  with  respect  to  the 
Bank ;  for  by  paying  a  million  to  them,  we 
shall  mdce  them  lose  near  800/^  a  week, 
which  is  now  coming  in  to  them  weekly 
from  the  exdiequer,  as  a  supply  for  the 
ready  specie  they  find  it  necessary  to 
keep  always  by  t^em,  in  order  to  cir- 
culate the  cash  notes  or  Bank  bills  they 
have  out;  therefore,  upon  the  ceasing  of 
that  weekly  supply,  they  must  either  dimi- 
nish the  number  of  notes  they  now  have  in 
circulation,  or  they  must  keep  a  greater 
stock  of  ready  specie  by  them  ;  by  either 
of  which  they  must  necessarily  diminish 
the  profits  of  their  trade,  and  consequently 
this  supposition  must  appear  not  to  be  well 
founded.  Then  as  to  the  other  supposi- 
tion,  I  do  not  think  diere  is  the  least  foun- 
dation for  it,  because  we  kifow,  die  price 
of  any  sort  of  stock  depends  as  much  upon 
the  particular  whim  or  humour  that  may 
happen  to  prevtul,  as  the  price  of  any  com- 
mooity  whatever.  It  neither  depends  upon 
the  dividend  to  be  made,  nor  upon  the 
certainty  or  probability  that  the  dividend 
will  be  increased  or  continued.  Of  thia 
the  present  market  prices  of  our  stocks  ia 
a  convincing  proof;  finr  iS  one  were  to 
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jud^  from  comnuHi  scmey  or  the  reuoa  of 
thiapf  it  ii  certain  the  price  of  Bank  stock 
OQgfat  to  *be  higher  in  proportion  to  its 
dividend  than  the  price  of  any  other  pub* 
lie  ibnd  in  Eji^land,  and  yet  we  find  it  is 
lover  than  either  East^India  Stock  or 
Soath  Sea  ABnuitles ;  therefore  to  sup* 
pose  that  any  stock  will  rise  in  proportion 
to  the  increase  of  its  dividend,  must  be 
t  very  uncertain  and  deceitful  foundation 
for  any  calculation.  On  the  contrary*  our 
directniff  the  next  payment  to  be  made  to 
the  BanS:  would,  I  beheve,  possess  the  ae* 
nenJity  of  laankipd  with  an  opinion,  that 
we  were  resolTed  to  abolish  tne  conmany 
St  the  end  of  their  term,  which  would  of 
coone  run  the  price  of  their  stock  down 
to  very  Bear  par,  and  consequently  I  think 
it  most  reaaou^le  to  believe,  that  the  pro* 
prietors  ci  Bank  Stock  would  not  only  lose 
the  rate  q£50L  per  cent,  upon  their  stock 
snnihiiafftd,  but  very  near  60L  per  cent. 
Dpon  all  their  remaining  stock,  in  case  we 
BOW  resolve  that  the  next  payment  shall 
be  made  to  them. 

For  these  reasons.  Sir,  and  a  great  many 
others,  which  I  shall  wave  troubling  you 
with  at  present,  I  am  still  of  opinion,  not- 
withstanding what  has  been  said  by  the 
bon.  i^entknien  on  the  other  side  of  the 
question,  that  i£  we  have  a  mind  to  shew  a 
proper  r^ard  to  the  public  good,  and  to 
the  private  interest  of  our  public  creditors 
in  general,  we  ought  to  B:j^}y  the  present 
growing  IVoduoe  ef  the  Sinkinff*Fund  to- 
wards redeeming  the  like  sum  of  the  South 
Sea  Company's  capital ;  and  that,  coasi- 
dermg  the  great  amount  of  that  Company^ 
capit^  ocmsiderinff  how  far  it  exceeds  the 
capital  of  any  omer  company,  neither 
our  hsvBig  appfied  so  many  successive  pay* 
■MBts  towards  reducing  of  that  cafMtal,  nor 
our  ^plyiag  this  next  payment  to  the 
same  purpose,  can  be  diargei  with  anyin«* 
jostica  or  paiftiality:  therabre,  I  am  for 
agreemg  to  the  motion,  and,  I  hope,  the 
Uoose  will  join  with  me  in  opinion. 

After  this  debate,  the  i]<ie0tion  was  put 
npoo  the  modoB,  and  carried  in  the  affir>> 
Biative  without  a  division.  The  Speakers 
fcr  the  motion  were,  sir  Robert  Walpde, 
Mr.  T»  Wiaoington,  Mr«  John  Bance,  sir 
W.  Younge,  Mr.  Alderman  Heathcote, 
€Bd  the  lord  Sundon;  and  the  Speakers 
agamst  the  motion  were,  sir  John  Barnard* 
Mr.  W.  Puftenrr,  aur  Wflliam  WindhaiQ, 
SB-  Joim  Hind  Cotton,  sir  John  Ruahout, 
sir  Thomss  Sanderson,  the  lord  Baltimore, 
Mr.  Sanmel  Sandys,  and  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls. 
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DehaUw  iht  Ommons  on  Sir  John  Bar* 
nartPs  Schtme  for  the  Reduction  qf  In* 
iereit.']*  March  14.  The  above  Resolu- 
tion was  reported  to  the  House,  and  agreed 
to  without  any  formed  debate ;  but  upon 
that  occasion. 

Sir  John  Barnard^  and  some  others, 
spoke  to  the  effect  as  follows; 

Sir ;  I  shall  not  now  oppose  our  agree* 
ing  to  the  Resolution  of  tne  Committee ; 
but  the  only  argument  made  use  of  in  the 
Committee  in  mvour  of  the  motion,  which 
to  me  seemed  to  have  any  weight,  was, 
that  at  the  end  of  the  term  last  granted  to 
the  Bank,  and  which  expires  m  August 
1743,  it  would  be  easy  for  the  government 
to  raise  money  at  4  per  cent,  sufficient  to 
pay  them  off,  in  case  it  should  be  thought 
nt  to  abolish  the  company,  or  put  an.end 
to  their  exclusive  privijege ;  or  m  case  the 
present  Company  shoulcT  refuse  the  term« 
offered  for  renewing  their  exclusive  privi- 
lege. I  confess,  Sir,  this  argument  had 
very  little  weight  with  me;  because,  in  my 
opinion,  it  will  be  impossible  for  Uie  go- 
vernment to  raise  10,000,000/.  sterling  at 
once,  at  4  per  cent,  or  any  other  in* 
terest,  especially  when  we  nave  such  tf 
powerful  and  rich  company  to  oppose  it, 
as  the  present  Bank  is,  who,  by  the  indul- 
gence that  has  been  of  late  years  shewed 
Uiem,  are  in  some  measure  oecome  mas- 
ters of  the  public  credit  of  the  nation,  and 
who  will  certdnly  oppose,  with  all  their 
mi^ht,  a  scheme  concerted  for  the  ruin  of 
their  company,  and  for  making  every  par* 
ticular  man  in  it  lose  at  least  50/.  per  cent, 
of  what  he  may  then  call  himself  worth: 
This,  I  say,  appears  tome  impossible;  and 
if  we  judge  from  the  experience  of  past 
times,  I  am  sure  we  must  conclude  it  will 
be  impossible;  but  such  seems  to  be  the 
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&tality  of  som^  gentlemen,  that  when 
expenence  of  what*s  past  ou^t  to 


*  "  On  the  14th  of  March  the  Resolution 
was  reported  and  agreed  to.  On  this  occasion, 
sir  Jonn  Barnard  proposed  that  the  House 
should  resolve  itself  into  a  committee,  to  take 
into  oonsideration  the  National  Bebt,  and  to 
receive  any  Proposal  which  might  be  made  to 
vtduoethe  interest  to  S  per  ceat  The  mi- 
nister, after  a  few  observatioDS  on  the  danger 
of  meddling  with  public  credit,  or  taking  any 
step  which  might  be  likely  to  affect  it,  without 
the  most  mature  reflection,  declared  that  ha 
bad  no  objection  to  a  commhtee,  because  tima 
would  be  allowed  Ibr  deliberation ;  and  con- 
eladed,  that  if  any  reasonable  scheme  for  re- 
ducing the  intsrest  should  be  then  proposed,  ha 
should  rsadily  agree  to  it."    Cexe'sWalpole. 
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tuade  U8  to  take  any  particular  measure  for 
the  public  good,  they  then  judge  from  very 
improbable!  conjectures  of  wlmt  may  hap- 
pen in  time  to  come,  and  when  probable 
conjecture  of  what  may  happen  ought  to 
prevail  with  us  to  take  any  particular  mea- 
sure for  the  public  good,  they  then  deter- 
mine themselves  by  the  experience  of  past 
tiflteSy  though  the  circumstances  are  very 
fiirfrom  being  the  same. 

This,  Sir,  is  the  very  case,  with  respect 
to  their  method  of  judgine  about  the  fu- 
ture price  of  Bank  stocK.  'Tis  true, 
while  a  spirit  of  Stock-jobbing  prevailed 
in  this  kingdom,  while  that  spirit  was  en- 
couraged by  those  who  ought  to  have  be- 
haved in  a  quite  different  manner,  the  price 
of  stock  very  much  depended  upon  what 
was  called  the  whim  or  humour  ot  Change- 
Alley,  which  was  never  eovemed  by  rea- 
son, but  by  art  and  fraudulent  practices; 
but  since  that  spirit  has  subsided,  and  the 
chief  method  of  keeping  it  up  has  been 
polished  by  act  of  paniament,*  people 
now  begin  to  judse  reasonably,  and,  there- 
fore, tl^  price  of  stock  now  depends  very 
much  upon  the  dividend  made,  and  the 
probability  that  the  same  dividend  will  be 
continued,  or  perhaps  increased.  For  this 
Tery  reason  Bank  stock  does  now  sell,  and 
ought  to  sell,  at  a  lower  price  in  propor- 
tion than  South-Sea  Annuities;  because 
people  know  that  the  Bank's  term  is  near 
expiring,  that  a  large  sum  of  money  must 
soon  be  paid  for  a  renewal,  and  tliat  that 
«um  iauBt  be  taken  from  the  cimitals  they 
have  or  may  have  in  Bank  stocx,  or  from 
the  future  mvidends  they  may  expect  from 
such  capitals.  This  I  was  aware  of  when 
I  made  my  calculation;  and,  therefore,  I 
founded  it  upon  the  present  low  price  of 
Bank  stock,  and  not  upon  that  price  it 
ought  to  bear  in  proportion  to  South-Sea 
Annuities ;  aad  by  our  doing  jOstice  to  the 
other  public  creditors,  no  man  can  be  in- 
duced to  believe  we  will  do  injustice  to  the 
Bank,  by  paymg  them  off  sooner  than  any 
of  the  other  p^lic  creditors;  for  if  the 
Bank  be  willins^  to  pay  a  just  price  for  the 
continuance  of  their  Company,  and  if  that 
CKMitinuance  be  mo  detriment  to  the  pub- 
lic, it  would  be  unjust  to  make  any  more 
than  proportional  payments  to  them;  so 
that  by  our  resolving  that  the  next  pay- 
ment dbould  be  made  to  the  Bank,  the  pro- 
prietors could  take  no  alarm,  unless  they 
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*  For  the  Debate  in  both  Houses  on  the 
Bill  to  prevent  the  infamous  practice  of  Slock- 
JgbbiDg,  see  vol.  iz,  pp.  49  and  614. 
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either  think  that  the  continuance  of  their 
privilege  would  be  a  detriment  to  Uie  pub- 
lic, or  are  resolved  not  to  pay  a  proper 
consideration  for  it;    in  either  of  which 
cases  it  would  be  a  just  alarm,  an  alarm  we 
ought  not  to  prevent;  becai^se  it  would  be 
better  the  loss  should  fall  upon  them  by 
de^ees,  than  that  it  should  fall  all  at  once, 
as  m  either  of  these  cases  it  must  do  at  the 
end  of  their  present  term.     As  to  the  pro* 
fits  the  Bank  makes,  or  may  make  by  its 
trade,  I  shall  only  take  notice,  that  the 
quantity  of  ready  specie  they  are  obliged 
to  keep  by  them,  depends  but  very  little 
on  the  value  of  notes  they  have  out,  but 
upon  the  extent  of  their  credit,  and  the 
circumstances  of  public  zSain  at  the  time : 
a  bank  newly  set  up,  or  of  a  very  small 
capital,  must  keep  a  greater  quantity  of 
specie  by  them  in  proportion  to  the  notes 
they  have  out,  than  a  Bank  of  established 
credit  or  of  a  larger  capital  than  their  trade 
can  possibly  require,  which  is  the  case  of 
our  present  Baxik;  and  when  public  ai&irs 
are  m  a  variable  and  unsettled  conditioDy 
every  Bank  ought  to  keep  a  greater  quan- 
tity of  specie  by  tliem  in  proportion  to  the 
notes  they  have  in  circulation,  than  when 
the  sky  is  clear  and  every  tiling  appears 
serene:    therefore  the  paying  them  off  a 
million,  1  am  convinced,  would  neither 
diminish  their  circulation,  nor  oblige  them 
to  keep  a  greater  quantity  of  specie  by 
them,  Uian  uey  do  at  present,  and  conse- 
quently could  no  way  diminish  their  trade. 
Thus,   Sir,  I  could  shew  there  is  no 
weight  in  any  one  argument  that  has  been 
made  use  offer  preventing  our  makin?  the 
next  payment  to  the  Bank ;  but  this  I  did 
not  rise  up  for,  nor  should  I  have  taken 
any  notice  of  the  chief  argument  made  use 
of,  but  that  I  think,  if  there  be  any  thing  at 
all  in  the  argument,  it  must  be  of  great 
weight  with  respect  to  what  I  am  to  pro- 
pose ;  and,  therefore,  I  hope  I  shall  have 
the  concurrence  of  all  those  who  thought 
it  a  good  argument,  and  particularly  of  tlie 
hon.  gentleman  who  maoe  use  of  it.    Sir, 
if  we  are  now  in  such  circumstances  as  that 
we  may  any  way  expect  in  6  years  time 
to  be  able  to  raise  10,000,000/.  at  once, 
and  that  in  spite  of  the  most  opulent  Com- 
pany in  Borland,  I  am  sure  we  may  now 
begin  to  thmk  of  reducing  the  interest 
payable  to  the  public  creditors,  and  may 
begin  to  take  some  measures  for  that  pur- 
pose.   I  wish  some  such  proposition  had 
come  from  the  other  side  or  the  House ; 
for  some  gentlemen  seem  to  be  resolved 
not  to  approve  of  any  proposition  or  scheme 
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but  wWt  GflOMs  from  themaelvesy  and,  to 
rataro  the  cainpliment»  their  reasons  are 
so  weigfalj,  that  they  ffenerally  prevail. 
As  for  mj  own  part,  it  my  reasons  have 
aaj  weight  with  tnose  that  hear  me,  I  am 
line  I  have  but  seldom  been  heard  by  the 
nugority  of  diis  House,  ever  since  1  had 
the  honour  to  sit  in  Parliament,  and  yet  I 
hcfe  almvB  raised  my  voice  as  much  as  I 
oauUL  This  has  always  made  me  shy  of 
makaig  any  proposition  to  the  House,  or 
of  offiving  any  scheme,  which  I  thought 
mighk  tCM  to  the  good  of  my  country; 
but  the  pleuing  pnmect  the  hon.  gentle- 
iMn  have  given  us  of  the  flourisbmg  and 
faaapy  stale  of  our  country  6  years  hence, 
enraldeiis  me  now  to  make  you  a  propo* 
sitioB,  because  from  what  they  have  said, 
I  cannot  but  exjpect  their  ccmcurrence, 
aadfrom  thence  i  have  good  reason  to  ex- 

Though  ray  hopes  are  not  quite  so  san- 
gcniie,  thoQg;h  I  am  of  opinion  we  can  never 
be  in  such  circumstances  as  to  be  able  to 
ndse  10,000,000^  at  once,  in  spite  of  the 
Bank,  yet^  Su*,  I  am  convinced,  it  is  now 
h]^  time  for  us  to  think  of  reducing  the 
nierett  payaUe  to  oar  public  creditors; 
and  my  reason  for  thinkmj;  so  is  neither 
foanded  upon  past  experience,  nor  upon 
fittare  conjecture,  but  upon  our  present 
eircumslanccs :  I  mean.  Sir,  the  present 
high  price  of  all  our  public  funds,  and  in 
pBrticular  the  high  price  of  our  public  se- 
cvrities,  which  bear  an  interest  only  of 
three  per  cent.  When  such  securities  are 
at  five  or  six  per  cent,  above  par,  it  is  a 
certain  proot  that  the  natural  interest  of 
money,  upon  public  securities  at  least,  is 
bdow  4  per  cent,  that  many  of  the  public 
creditors  would  be  glad  to  accept  of  an  in- 
terest of  3  per  cent,  rather  than  be  paid 
«^  and  that  the  government  might  borrow 
some  money,  I  shall  not  pretend  now  to 
sseertain  the  sum,  at  3  per  cent,  in  order 
lo  pay  off  a  part  of  those  public  creditors, 
who  should  not  appear  willing  to  accept  of 
ao  low  an  interest. 

I  say.  Sir,  I  shall  not  now  pretend  to 
determine  what  sum  w^  might  be  able  to 
borrow  at  3  per  cent.  I  believe  it  would  be 
but  small,  because,  I  believe,  the  Bank 
would  refuse  to  concur  with  the  govem- 
■wnt  in  any  such  undertaking,  and  will 
dwsp  refuse  as  long  as  the  interest  pay- 
dde  to  them  is  at  4  per  cent.  For  this 
riSBoa,  among  others,  I  was  for  our  resolv- 
a^  that  the  next  payment  should  be  made 
to  the  Bank;  because  such  a  resolution 
voaldhBu  enabled  us  to  bsing  the  into- 
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rest  payable  upon  the  whole  BMik  capital 
down  to  3  per  cent  in  two  or  tliree  years. 
If  we  had  ordered  a  million  tobepaidtothem 
at  Michaelmas  next,  we  mi^nt,  without 
doing  an  injustice,  have  ordered  tliat  no  part 
of  that  payment  should  have  been  applied 
towards  such  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
Bank  as  were  willing  to  accept  of  an  inte- 
rest of  3  per  cent  upon  that  part  of  tho 
capital  which  belongea  to  them;  hut  that 
the  whole  should  have  been  applied  to- 
wards diminishing  the  capital  of  those  who 
were  not  willing  to  accept  of  sudi  an  inte- 
rest; and  for  this  purpose  the  government 
might  have  been  impowered  to  open  book* 
of  subscr^tion  for  the  Bank  proprietors  to 
come  in  and  subscribe  for  that  part  of  the 
capital  which  belonged  to  each  of  Uiem: 
and  i^rther,  as  an  encouragement  for  the 
proprietors  of  the  Bank  to  come  in  and 
subscribe,  it  might  have  been  ordered  that 
no  future  payment  should  have  been  ap- 
plied towards  paying  off  any  pifft  of  the 
capital  so  subscribed,  as  long  as  there  had 
been  any  part  of  the  Bank  capital  unsub- 
scribed. By  this  means,  I  do  not  know 
but  we  might,  even  at  Michaelmas  next, 
have  broiight  thewhole  capital  of  the  Bank, 
at  least  authat  part  of  it  which  can  be  paid 
off  before  the  end  of  their  term,  down  to  3 
per  cent  In  which  case,  as  no  money 
could  then  have  been  issued  from  the  Sink- 
ing-Fund  at  Michaelmas  next,  we  would 
have  had  above  two  millions  to  have  dis- 
posed of  next  session  of  Parliament;  and 
with  above  two  millions  in  ready  money, 
and  what  we  might  then  have  borrowed, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Bank,  at  3  per 
cent.  I  do  not  know  but  it  would  have  been 
in  our  power,  to  have  brought  the  whole 

Sublic  debt  to  3  per  cent,  at  the  very  next 
lichaelmas  following ;  for  if  the  interest 
payable  to  the  Bank  should  once  be  re- 
duced to  3  per  cent  it  is  eertain  they  would 
then  assist  us  as  much  as  they  could,  to 
bring  all  our  other  debts  down  to  the 
same  rate  of  interest ;  and  though  I  am  far 
from  thinking  we  shall  in  five  or  six  years 
be  able  to  borrow  10,000,000/.  at  once, 
even  at  4  per  cent  in  spite  of  the  Bank, 
yet  I  am  convinced  that  at  present,  with 
their  assistance,  we  might  be  able  to  bor- 
row eight  or  ten  millions  at  once  at  3  per 
cent  especially  if  the  proprietors  of  our 
funds  were  envied  to  subscribe  their  res- 
pective capitals,  with  an  assurance  that  no 
part  of  the  capital  so  subscribed  should  bo 
piaid  off  for  a  certain  term  of  years. 

This  proposition.  Sir,  would  certainly 
have  had  the  greatest  aod  the  most  useful 
[F] 
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effect,  if  upon  the$e  terms  the  next  pay- 
ment had  be6n  ordered  to  be  made  to  the 
Bank ;  but  even  suppose  we  should  agree 
with  our  committee^  suppose  we  should 
resolve  that  a  million  be  granted  to  his 
Majesty,  towards  redeeming  the  like  sum 
of  the  increased  capital  of  the  South-Sea 
company,  as  is  now  commonly  called  Old 
South  Sea  Annuities,  the  sameproposition 
may,  I  think,  be  applied  to  them,  and  may 
have  a  very  good  efiect,  at  least  I  am  sure 
it   can  be  attended  with  no  bad  conse- 
quence ;  for  as  the  delaying  to  pay  off  any 
part  of  our  public  debts  is  now  a  favour,  it 
is  both  just  and  reasonable  that  ikvour 
should  be  bestowed  upon  those  who  are 
willing  to  accept  of  an  interest  of  3  per 
cent,  mstead  ot  4<.    Therefore  my  propo- 
sition now  is,  that  in  order  to  see  which  or 
how  many  of  the  old  South-Sea  annuitants 
are  willing  to  accept  of  3  per  cent,  for  a 
certain  term  of  years,  rather  than  be  paid 
off  any  part  of  their  present  capital,  the 
government,  or  tlie  commissioners  of  the 
tce^ury,  should  be  impowered  to  open 
books  of  subscription  for  such  of  t)ie  old 
South-Sea  annuitants  as  are  willing  to  ac- 
cept of  an  interest  of  3  per*  cent,  for  14< 
years  certain,  rather  than  be  paid  off  any 
part  of  their  present  capital  at  Michaelmas 
next,  or  at  any  other  time  during  that 
term  ;  and  that  it  should  be  ordered,  that 
no  part  of  the    million  to  be  paid    at 
Michaelmas  next  shall  be  applied  towards 
pajring  oflr  any  part  of  the  capital  so  sub- 
scribed, but  that  the  whole  shall  be  divided 
and  applied  j)ro  rata  towards  diminishing 
the  capital  of  such  of  the  old  South-Sea 
annuitants  as  shall  not  subscribe  before 
Michatluiasnext.    If  all  the  old  South-Sea 
annuitants  should  subscribe,   the  conse- 
quence will  be,  that  no  part  of  the  million 
can  then  be  issued  from  the  Sinking-Fund 
at  Michaelmas  next;   in  which  case  we 
shall  have  two  mUlions.  to  dispose  of  in 
next  session  of  parliament,  and  with  these 
two  millions,  we  may,  I  am  confident,  be 
able  to  reduce  the  capital  df  the   Bank 
likewise  to  3  per  cent,  at  the  very  next 
Michaelmas    following;    after  which  we 
shall  have  no  difficulty  to  reduce  the  new 
^outh-Sea  Annuities  and  all    our  other 
public  funds  to  the  same  rate  of  interest. 
•'  As  a  resolution  seems  now  to  be  formed, 
that  none  of  ourother  crediiors  shall  have  a 
shilling  paid  to  tlieni,  till  all  the  South-Sea 
Annuities  be  paid  off,  I  shuU  shew  that  it 
is  no  vexy  unreasonable  supposition  to  sup- 
poi^e,  that  all  the  old  South-Sea  annuitants 
weald  subscribe  before  Michadmoi  next ; 


for  which  purpose  I  shaD  suppose  Old  and 
New  South-Sea  Annuities  to  amoimt  to 
25,000,000^  and  that  neither  of  them  will 
ever  sell  for  any  price  above  or  under  113^ 
per  cent.  In  this  case,  if  a  million  should 
be  paid  to  them  yearly,  it  will  amount  to 
4}  per  cent,  the  first  year ;  so  that  every 
joue  of  the  proprietors  will  have  4  per  cent, 
of  his  capital  annihilated,  which,  at  IISL 
per  cent,  is  worth  about  4^  10s.  5d.  and 
therefore,  as  he  receives  only  4/.  in  money, 
he  must  lose,  the  very  first  year,  lOs.  5a. 
which  loss,  by  the  yeariy .  diminution  of 
the  capital,  and  the  yearly  increase  of  the 
Sinking-Fund,  will  increase  every  year  so 
fiust,  that  in  .five  or  six  years,  I  reckon, 
every  proprietor  will  losel  per  cent  upon 
the  capital  he  is  possessed  oi^  by  every 
payment  made  by  the  public ;  for  which 
reason  every  proprietor  of  South-Sea  An- 
nuities, if  he  understands  his  own  interest, 
would  certamly  chuse  to  accept  of  3  per 
cent,  for  14  years  certain,  rather  than  re- 
main subject  to  the  annihilation  of  so  much 
'of  his  capital  yearly,  and  the  trouble  of 
receiving  such  partial  payments,  and  of 
replacing  those  payments  some  way  at  in- 
terest, or  investing  them  in  some  sort  of 
trade  or  business. 

I  have  made  the  calculation.  Sir,  upon 
Old  and  New  South-Sea  Annuities  taken 
together,  for  the  sake  of  ease  and  per- 
spicuity ;  but  it  will  come  oiit  tlie  same,  if 
we  make  the  calculation  upon  the  two, 
separately ;  and,  therefore,  I  think  there  i« 
a  great  probability  in  supposing  that  all 
the  Old  South-Sea  Annuitants  will  be- 
come subscribers  for  accepting  3  percent, 
upon  their  capital,  for  14  years  certain, 
before  Michaelmas  next,  if  we  give  them 
an  opportunitv  of  so  doing;  because,  if 
any  number  of  them  should  subscribe,  the 
loss  will  fall  extremely  heavy  u|)on  those 
who  do  not,  which  will  of  course  be  a  pre- 
vai]h)g<ir^ument  with  the  most  obstinate. 
But  suppose  no  one  of  tliem  does  come  in 
to  subscribe,  it  can  be  attended  with  no 
bad  consequence:  the  goven«nent  will 
then  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  issue  the 
milhon  at  Michaelmas  next,  and  it  will 
be  distributed  pro  rata  among  the  Old 
Soutli-Sea  Annuities,  according  to  tlie  di- 
rection of  parliament. 

Before  I  conclude.  Sir,  I  must  take  no- 
tice, that  we  ought  to  endeavour,  as  much 
as  possible,  to  reduce  the  rate  of  Interest, 
especially  upon  the  debt  due  to  the  Bank, 
before  we  come  to  any  agreement  about 
granting  them  a  new  term ;  for  if*  we  do 
not,  the  reduction  of  their  interest  to  3 
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per  cent.  wiD  be  looked  on,  perhaps,  as 
a  full  coDBideFatioa  for  that  new  term; 
whereas  if  it  should  be  reduced  before 
that  time,  the  consideratlou  must  be  paid 
whoQy  in  ready  money,  which  \fill  enable 
OS  to  pay  off  any  debts  that  may  be  still 
standing  out  at  4  per  cent. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  laid  before  you  a  Pro* 
posidoB^  which,  I  am  sure,  maj|r  tend 
greatly  to  the  benefit  of  the  pubhc,  and 
can  be  attended  with  no  bad  consequence, 
oor  with  the  least  danger  of  any  bad  con- 
sequence; yet,  nevertheless,  I  should  not, 
I  believe,  liave  had  the  courage  to  offer  it, 
if  the  great  hopes  given  us  by  seme  honour- 
able gentlemen  in  the  committee,  of  our 
being  able  to  do  wonders  5  or  6  years 
hen^  had  not  made  me  imagine,  that  I 
should  certainly  have  their  concurrence. 
Whether  we  can  now  properly  take  this 
aCiir  into  consideration,  I  do  not  know  ; 
but  i£  it  should  be  thought  we  cannot,  I 
think  we  ought  to  resolve  ourselves  into  a 
ccxnmittee  of  the  whole  House,  to  consider 
of  tho  national  debt,  or  into  some  such 
cominittee,  in  order  to  take  this  or  any 
ether  proposition  of  the  same  nature  that 
may  toen  be  offered  into  our  considera- 
tioQ ;  for  surely  we  ought  not  to  sit  here 
and  see  3  per  cent,  securities  selling  at  a 
premium,  without  endeavouring  to  take 
some  advantage  of  that  fevourable  con- 
JQQCtm;e,  for  lowering  the  interest  of  these 
national  debts  which  now  bear  an  interest 
of  4  per  cent. 

Upon  this  it  was  said  by  sir  itoA^  Wal- 
fokj  and  some  others,  Tnat  public  credit 
was  a  thaag  of  sudi  a  ticklish  nature,  it 
was  dangerous  to  meddle  with  it  at  any 
rate,  but  much  more,  to  make  any  step 
which  might  affect  it,  without  the  most 
mature  consideration:  that  in  a  very  few 
years  we  might,  perhaps,  be  able  to  reduce 
the  whole,  or  the  greatest  part  of  the  pub- 
lic debta  to  an  interest  of  3  per  cent,  but 
thev  were  afraid  it  was  not  yet  time  to 
make  any  such  attempt :  that  to  make  any 
such  attempt  without  success,  would  cer- 
tainly be  attended  with  bad  consequences ; 
for  as  pabhc  credit  depended  mtirely  upon 
the  opmion  of  the  generality  of  mankmd, 
a  vain  and  unsuccemul  attempt  to  reduce 
the  interest  payable  upon  any  of  our  pub- 
lic fimda,  would  be  attended  at  least  with 
this  bad  consequence,  that  it  would  give 
many  people  a  mean  opinion  of  the  wisdom 
andprodenoe  of  the  government;  and  no 
man  would  trust,  or  continue  to  trust  his 
frrtoBo  in  the  hands  of  thoae  whose 


wisdom  and  prud^ce  he  had  no  good  opi- 
nion of;  so  that  the  attempting  to  reduce 
the  interest  might  give  a  much  greater 
check  to  public  credit  tlian  some  gentle- 
men seemed  to  be  aware  of,  aud  might  put 
it  out  of  their  power  to  reduce  the  interest 
payable  upon  any  of  the  public  fund^,  for 
a  much  longer  time  than  it  would  have 
been,  if  no  such  unseasonable  attempt 
had  been  made.  However,  they  said  they 
were  not  against  goings  into  such  a  Com- 
mittee as  nad  been  proposed ;  because 
gentlemen  would  then  have  time  to  con- 
sider of  what  they  were  about;  and  if  any 
feasible  Scheme  should  be  there  proposed 
for  reducing  the  Interest  now  payable 
upon  any  of  the  public  funds,  they  snould 
most  readily  agree  to  it. 

Whereupon,  the  Resolution  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  was  agreed  to  without  a 
division ;  ana  then  it  was  resolved.  That 
the  House  would,  upon  tliat  day  se'nnight, 
resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  consider  of  the  National  Debt. 
After  which  it  was  ordered,  that  a  State 
of  the  National  Debt,  as  it  was  the  1st  of 
February  last,  be  laid  before  the  House. 
Which  was  accordingly  done  on  the  18th, 
and  is  as  follows: 

A  State  of  the  National  Debt,  as  it  was  the 
lit  day  ifFtbruary,  1737. 

Exchequer. 

AoDoities  for  long  Terms  ;        ^.        #.    d. 
being  the  RemaiDder  of  , 

the  original  Sum  contri- 
buted, and  unsubscribed  to 
tbe  South-Sea  Company  1,836,375  17  10| 

Annuities  for  Lives,  with 
benefit  of  survi? orsbip ; 
being  the  original  Sum 
contnbuted     ....      108,100    0    0 

Annuities  for  Two  and  Three 
Lives;    beio|r  tbe  Sum 
remaining,  i^r  deduct- 
ing what  is  fallen  in  by  • 
Deaths 125,549    8    0$ 

Annuities  at  9/.  per  cent, 
per  annum;  being  the 
Kemainder  of  the  ori- 
ginal Sum  uusubsciibed 
to  the  Sooth-Sea  Com- 
panjr 1«1,108    6    8 

Annuities  on  Lottery,  17 10 ; 
being  the  Remamder  of 
the  original  Sum  unsub- 
scribed to  the  South-Sea 
Company       .    -     -    .      109,390    0    O 

Annuities  on  the  Plate-Act, 
6  Geo.  1,  at  4/.  per  cent, 
perann; 319,000    0    0 

Annuities  on  Neris  and  St. 
Christopher's      Debta- 
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37,981    5     1i 


-      400»000    0    0 


481,400 
2,200 


780,000 
500,000 


0    0 


0    0 


600,000    0    0 
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tuneft,  at  31.  per  cent  per 

aoQ.     ...... 

AnDuitiM,  at  SL  10s.  per 

cent  anno  1751 
Exchequer- Bills    on    the 

Victuallers     Act»    anno 

1726,  at  3/*  per  cent  per 

ami. - 

Ditto,  made  out  for  interest 

on  Old  Dills  exchanged 
Duties  on  Salt  continued, 

anno  1734,  at  4L  percent. 

peraott.  .  .  .  •  - 
Ditto,  anno  1735,  at  ditto 
Annuities,  anno  1736  at  3/. 

per   cent,    per  annum, 

charged  on  the  Sinkincf- 

FunJ  .....  ^ 
Note,  The  Land-Taxes  and 

Duties  on   Alalt,  hemg 

annual  Grants,  are  not 

caharg^ed  in  this  Account, 

nor      the      1,000,000/. 

charged   on  the  deduc- 
tions I>f6<f.  per  Pound. 

East-India  Companj* 
Bj  Two  Acts  of  Pariia- 

ment  9  Will.  3,  andTwo 

other  Acts  6  et  10  Anns, 

the  Annuity  granted  by 

the  said  Acts  was,  by  an 

Act  3  Geo.  2,  reduced    . 

from  5/.  per  cent  per 

•nnum 3,200,000 

Bank  of  England. 

On  their  original  Fund,  at 
6Ljoer  cent,  per  annum    1,600,000 

For  Exchequer- Bills  can- 
celled, anno  3  Geo.  1,  at. 
41,  per  cent,  per  annum    1,500,000 

Parcbased  of  the  Sooth- 
Sea  Company,  at  ditto    4,000,000    0    0 

Annuities  charged  on  the 
Duties  on  Coals,  since 
Lady-day  1719,  at  ditto    1,750,000    0    0 

Ditto,  on  the  Surplus  of 
the  Funds  for  Lottery 
1714,  at  ditto     -    -     . 

Annuiti^*  for  the  Lottery 
1731,  at  3/.  per  cent. 
transferrableattheBank      800,000    0    0 

South-Sea  Company. 
On  their  capital  Stock,  and 
Annuities,    per   Act    9 
Geo.  1, at  4^  percent  per 
annum 28,30«,203    5    6| 


DekiB  en  Sir  Jgkn  BdrrmnPi  Scheme  [n 

sir  Chaiiei  Turner  had 


0    0 


0    0 


0    0 


1,250,000    0    0 


^.47,855,948    3    SJ 


March  21 .  The  House  having  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whde  House, 
to  consider  of  the  National  Debt ;  and  the 
above  State  of  the  National  Debt  hav- 
ing been  referred  to  the  aaid  Commit- 


tee, as  tfoon  aa 
taken  the  chair. 

Sir  John  Barnard  stood  up  and  made  ft 
motion,  for  enablhng  his  Majesty  to  raise 
money  either  by  the  sale  of  Annuities  for 
years  or  lives,  at  such  rates  as  should  be 
prescribed,  or  by  borrowing  at  an  intereal 
not  exceeding  S  per  cent,  to  be  appUed 
towards  redeeming  of  the  Old  and  New 
South-Sea  Annuities ;  and  that  such  of  Uie 
said  Annuitants  as  should  be  inclined  to 
subscribe  their  respective  annuities,  should 
be  preferred  to  all  others** 


*  *'  March*  121,  The  House  resolved  ioto  a 
committee  of  supply,  and  sir  John  Baraard 
bmoght  forward  his  Scheme.  It  was  caUed^ 
**  A  Proposal  towards  lowering  the  Interest  of 
all  the  Kedeeroa|}Ie  Debts  to  3  per  cent,  and 
thereby  to  enable  the  parliament  to  gire  imme- 
diate  ease  to  his  Majesty's  subjects,  by 
taking  off  some  of  the  taxes  which  are  most 
burthensome  to  the  poor,  and  especially  to  the 
manufacturers,  as  likewise  to  give  ease  to  the 
people,  by  lessening  the  annual  taxes  fhr  the 
current  service  of  the  year,"  and  waaaafi>ik>ws  r 
"  That  an  ofier  be  made  to  the  proprietors  of 
the  Sooth  Sea  Annuities,  as  well  old  as  new,  at 
such  times  as  the  respective  transfer  books 
shall  be  shut,  in  the  following  manner ;  risu 
That  all  persons  be  at  liberty  to  make  their 
option  for  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  their  capital 
of  one  or  more  of  the  particulai-s  undermen- 
tioned, for  which  boc^cs  be  laid  open  at  the 
South  Sea  house,  for  so  tong  tine  as  shall  be 
thojoght  proper  4  viz.  Ail  who  desire  to  be  |Miid 
their  money,  to  enter  their  names  and  sonis 
in  one  book.  Those  who  shall  chuse  to  have 
annuities  for  certain  terms  of  years,  and  the 
cspital  to  be  annihilated,  may  subscribe  in  par- 
ticular books  for  that  purpose,  at  the  following^ 
rates : 

4  per  Cent  per  Ann. 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 
IS    Yean  at  10 

"  That  the  proprietors  of  so  BHeh  of  the 

X'  J,  as  shall  not  b«  claimed  in  money,  nor 
ribed  into  some  of  the  Annuities  for  terms 
of  years,  shall,  for  the  future,  be  intitled  to  an 
annuity  of  3  per  cent,  per  annum  onl^.  And 
A»r  the  encouragement  of  the  amnntants  to 
accept  of  3  per  cent  per  anaum,  it  is  prsposed, 
that  they  be  not  subjact  to  radempttSA  or  di- 
miaotioo  of  their  annuilica  for  the  term  of 


'  For  47  Years  at 
31  Years  at 
9Si  Years  at 
19  Years  at 
16  Years  at 
13}  Years  at 
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years.  And  that  all  the  Aaaaitiea  for  tsnaa 
of  years  be  transforaUe  at  the  South  Sea  houfle» 
without  aa  V  charge ;  as  well  as  the  Annoitioa 
which  shall  be  continued  at  3  per  cent  per 
annum.  And  that  all  theAnnuibes  for  terms 
of  years,  commence  from  the  determioatiob  of 
the  Annufties  of  4  per  cent,  wiliioutany  hM  of 
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Upon  this  nMCkm  there  were  long  de- 
bitei)  no  that  the  Conouttee  did  hot  come 
to  any  Retolution  that  day ;  therefore,  it 
waf  reMrivedy  That  the  Houie  would^  upon 
that  day  ten'oi^ty  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  consider 
farther  <«f  ^e  National  Debt ;  and  it  hav« 
ing  been  much  insisted  on,  in  this  debate, 
that  there  was  a  great  part  of  the  South- 
Sm  Old  and  New  Annuities  in  die  hands 
of  widows  and  onrfians,  and  persons  who 
were  proprietors  wt  very  small  sums,  there- 
lore,  next  day,  it  was  ordered.  That  an  ac- 
count be  lakl  before  the  House,  of  the 
qunti^  of  Old  and  New  South-Sea  An- 
aaity  Stodc,  and  the  number  of  annuitants 
who  wet9  intitled  to  any  such  stock,  not  ex- 
ceeding 10(M.  to  each  annuitant ;  and  also, 
an  Account  of  the  quantity  of  Old  and  New 
South-Sea  Annuity  Stock,  holden  by  any 
executors,  administrators,  and  trustees, 
and  the  number  of  such  trusts.  Which 
Accounts  were  presented  to  the  House  on 
the  Friday  following ;  and  on  March  28, 
The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  and  these 
Accounts  referred  to  the  Committee,  the 
House  resolved  itself  again  into  'the  said 
Committee,  when  the  debate  upon  the 
aforesaid  motion  ih»  resumed ;  in  which 

time  It  is  apprehended,  that  this  offer  will 
Ve  more  beneficial  to  the  proprietors  than  the 
ranatning  hi  their  present  situation,  and  re« 
ceiriBg  a  nnllion  at  a  time,  to  be  dirided  alter- 
aatdv  liemeftu  the  old  and  the  new  annuitants, 
whicli  most  aflaet  them  in  a  very  high  manner, 
as  it  tends  greatly  lo  redooe  their  capital,  by 
oootiiHial  laying  out  the  money  paid  off  in  new 
AoDuitiesat  advanced  prices. 

*'  If  tlie  parliament  should  be  iiriUing  to  in- 
dolge  any  persons,  not  being  foreigners,  who 
may  be  advanced  in  ynirs,  with  Annuities  for 
term  of  life ;  the  foHowing  fates  are  submitted 
to  the  eoaakleratioa  of  gentlemen  who  hare 
toned  their  thoughts  to  Aissnlgeet;  riz. 

per  Cant  for  Life. 

To  penons  44  Years  old,  or  upwards,  7 
63  -  -  -  -  8 
59  .  -  -  .-  9 
63   -         -        -         -       10 

**  If  these  rates  for  lives,  or  any  other  rates, 
should  be  tfaonght  convenient  to  be  offered  ;  it 
is  then  proposed,  that  the  old  and  new  annei- 
tMlB  be  peranitted  ta  subscribe  any  part  of 
thetf  eafM,  they  beina  within  the  limitation 
of  yeavsafieveeapressttd  ;  aod  that  noge  oi'  the  , 
map— all  Ibregaing  be  made  for  ready  money  $ 
Dccmse  it  is  reasonable  that  the  present  ere- 
ditors  should  hsve  the  preference  in  any  ad  • 
▼aotageous  offer  made  by  the  parliament,  as 
dus  is  apprdiended  to  be,  unce  money  may  be 
noted  at  3  per  cent  per  annum,  with  a  Khlerty 
if  tedeeniDg  the  ssoose  at  pleasure."    Gsae* 


Sir  John  Barnard  spoke  in  (Hibstince  aa 
fellows; 

Sir ;  As  some  things  I  mendooed  m  the 
committee  of  supply,  gave  rise  to  the 
House's  resolving  itself  into  tliis  Commit-* 
tee,  I  think  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  rise 
up,  in  order  to  explain  and  enforce  whaa 
I  then  mentioned  out  superficially,  and 
to  make  you  such  a  Ftoposition  ai 
I  think  ma^  at  this  juncture  be  made 
effectual,  for  reducmg  the  Interest 
payable  upon  a  part  of  the  National  Debts^ 
and  for  easing  tne  people  of  a  part  of  that 
heavy  load  of  taxes  they  now  groan  undetw 
In  the  Committee  of  Supply  I  mentioned 
only  the  application  of  the  million,  to  be 
paid  at  Michaehnas  next,  to  such  of  the 
South-Sea  Old  Annuitants  only,  as  ara 
not  willing  to  accept  of  an  interest  of  S  per 
cent,  for  if  there  are  any  who  are  wiUing  ta 
accept  of  such  an  interest,  and  I  am  coa« 
vinced  there  are  a  mat  many,  I  must 
think  it  a  very  absurd  sort  of  conduct  in 
the  public,  to  make  any  payment  to  them^ 
as  lon^  as  there  is  any  one  public  creditor 
who  will  not  accept  of  such  a  low  interest^} 
however,  as  this  House  seems  to  be  of  a 
contrary  opinion,  I  shall  readily  submiti 
but  as  the  House  then  resolved  upon  the 
Committee  we  are  now  in,  I  thought  mj«i 
self  obliged  as  a  member  of  this  Houses 
and  as  one  who  sincerely  desires  to  see  the 
nation  freed  from  its  debt,  and  the  pei^la 
freed  from  their  perpetual  taxes,  I  meaa 
such  as  are  made  perpetual  by  Parliament : 
I  say,  I  thought  myself  obliged  to  turn  my 
'  thoughts  that  way ;  and  from  considering 
our  present  circumstances,  and  the  present 
low  rate  of  interest,  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
the  scheme  for  reducing  the  interest  of  the 
public  debts  may  be  pushed  further  than  I 
then  proposed  or  thoug^ht  on. 

Every  one  knows,  Sir,  th^  the  price  at 
all  our  public  funds  is  now  at  a  higher 
rate  than  ever  it  was  before,  upon  any 
reasonable  foundation.  Every  one  knowiy 
that  even  those  public  securities,  which 
bear  an  interest  <»  dhree  per  cent  only^ 
now  seB  at  a  premium  in  ^Change  Alley; 
and  I  must  be  of  opinion,  it  would  be  an 
unpardonable  neglect  m  us,  not  to  eodea* 
vour  to  take  advantage  of  that  happy  cir« 
cumstaoce,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 
I  am  petauaded  there  are  few  or  none, 
who  are  wflliag  to  give  a  premium  fer  any 
three  per  oent.  security,  but  watdd  willing^ 
ly  lend  his  money  to  the  govemttient  at 
the  same  interest,  if  books  of  subscription 
were  opened  for  tiiat  pvrposCy  with  an  w^ 
sntaaoa  that  m  part  of  his  prmcipalsheiild 
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be  paid  ofF  for  fourteen  years :  and  there- 
fore, I  thinky  we  ought  to  have  such 
books  always  lying  opemat  the  Exche- 
quer, or  some  other  convenient  place,  for 
taking  in  the  subscriptions  of  those  who 
are  ^iliing  to  lend  at  tliree  per  cent,  in 
order  to  pay  oft' the  sooner  such  of  the  public 
creditoi*s  as  are  not  willing  to  accept  of  a 
lower  interest  than  four.  If  this  were 
done  it  would  convince  all  our  public  cre- 
ditors, who  are  now  entitled  to  an  interest 
of  four  per  cent,  that  the  government  is  in 
earnest,  and  firmly  resolved  to  pay  theiQ 
off  as  soon  as  possible ;  and  as  tne  only 
contest  among  the  public  creditors  now  is, 
which  of  them  shall  be  the  last  in  being 
paid  off,  it  is  more  than  probable,  the  far 
greatest  part  of  them  would  come  in  and 
subscribe  wliat  is  due  to  them  respectively, 
at  an  interest  of  three  per  cent,  riather  than 
run  the  risk  of  being  quickly  paid  dfi*  the 
whole,  or  the  greatest  part  of  their  capital^ 
by  means  of  the  Sinking-Fund,  and  the  mo- 
ney subscriptions  at  three  per  cent. 

That  the  r^te  of  interest  upon  public 
securities  has  always  had,  and  always  will 
have,  a  great  influence  upon  the  rate  of 
interest  between  man  and  man,  is  what,  I 
believe,  Sir,  no  gentleman  will  question ; 
for  as  upon  public  securities  a  man  is  always 
sure  ot  having  his  interest  regularly  paid, 
and  may  have  his  principal  whenever  he  has 
a  mind,  which  are  two  advantages  he  can 
never  be  assured  of,  in  lending  upon  the 
most  undoubted  private  security,  it  is  cer- 
tain the  natural  rate  of  interest  upon  pub- 
He  securities  will  always  be  lower  than  the 
natural,  rate  of  interest  upon  private; 
therefore  the  only  method  of  reducing  the 
latter  is,  to  reduce  the  former ;  and  when 
you  have  reduced  both,  then,  and  not  till 
then,  you  may  safely  venture  to  reduce  the 
legal.  And  that  a  low  rate  of  interest 
upon  private  securities,  is  of  great  advan- 
tage  to  every  nation  where  it  can  be 
brought  about,  is  what  can  be  as  little 
questioned  by  those  who  any  regard  to 
experience,  or  to  the  nature  of  thimgs. 
But  as  this  depends'  upon  speculations, 
and  upon  fiicts  which  some  gentlemen 
may  not  perhaps  be  acquainted  with,  I  shall 
beg  leave  to  enlarge  a  little  upon  the  si^- 
jcct. 

It  is  certain,  Su:,  thedtrensth  and  power 
of  a  nation  can  be  increased  only  by  mul- 
tiplying its  inhabitants,  increasing  its 
trade,  or  improving  its  lands ;  for  extent 
of  territory^eakens,  instead  of  strengthen- 
ing a  nation,  jf  that  territory  lies  desert 
and  thinly  inhabited;  because  the  greater 
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frontier  a  nation  has  to  defend,  the  more 
they  will  be  exposed  to  insults  and  incur- 
sions, unless  every  part  of  the  frontier  be 
so  well  stocked  w^ith  people,  that  they  are 
able  to  defend  themselves  against  any  sud- 
den invasion ;  and  the  frontiers  of  ever^ 
country  will  always  be  worst  stocked  witA 
people;  for  mankind  always  retire  from 
danger,  if  tliey  can ;  which  is  the  reasoa 
for  the  heart  or  middle  part  of  every  coun- 
try's being  generally  tne  most  populous* 
As  to  the  multiplymg  or  increasmg  the 
number  of  inhabitants  in  any  country,  it 
must  always  proceed  from  the  increase  of 
its  trade,  or  the  improvement  of  its  land  ; 
for  let  the  people  be  as  prolific  as  possible,, 
let  them  be  as  prolific  as  ever  the  northern 
parts  of  Europe,  or  of  this  very  island, 
have  appeared  to  have  been,  if  they  cannot 
find  employment  and  subsistence  at  home, 
they  will  wander  abroad  either  in  armed 
bodies,  or  as  single  -  adventurers,  to  seek 
for  that  in  foreign  countries,  which  they 
cannot  find  ih'  their  own.  It  ia  therefore 
highly  requisite  for  every  nation  to  take 
every  possible  method  for  increasing  it« 
trade,  and  improving  its  land ;  and  nothing 
can  tend  more  to  eiuier  of  these  purposes^ 
than  a  low  rate  of  interest  for  the  use  of 
or  forbearance  of  the  payment  of  money 
beween  mau  and  man. 

With  respect  to  trdde.  Sir,  it  is  either 
foreign  or  domestic,  and  both  depend  in. 
a  great  measure  upon  the  low  rate  of  in- 
terest ;  for  mankind  naturally  pursue  that 
which  is  their  greatest  advantage,  and  but 
few  men  will  be  either  frugal,  diligent,  or^ 
industrious,  if  they  can  live  otherwise  ; 
therefore,  if  a  man  can  live  indolently  upoQ 
the  interest  of  his  money,  he  will  gene- 
rally follow  no  trade  or  employment ;  and 
if  he  can  make  more  of  his  money  by  lend- 
ing it  at  interest,  than  he  can  make  by 
employing  it  in  trade  or  the  improvement 
of  land,  he  will  always  diuse  the  former. 
For  this  reason  the  people  of  a  country, 
where  the  rate  of  interest  is  high,  will 
never  carry  on  any  trade  for  so  small  a 

Srofit,  as  the  people  of  a  country  will 
o  where  the  mterest  of  money  is  low ; 
nor  will  the  persons  engaged  in  trade 
ever  be  so  numerous  or  so  rich  in  the 
former,  as  in  the  latter.  Suppose  in  this 
countnk  a  man  may  make  five  or  four  per 
cent  ofnis  money,  by  lending  it  at  interest 
upon  a  certain  security;  we  cannot,  in  that 
case,  suppose  that  any  man  will  take  the 
trouble  of  carrying  on  any  trade,  by  which 
he  cannot  make  eirht  or  ten  per  cent  profit. 
Whereas  in  Holbnd,  where  a  maa  can 
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never  get  more  than  three  and  oflen  not 
above  two  per  cent,  by  lending  his  money 
at  interest  upon  a  certain  security,  wc  roust 
soppoee  that  in  that  country,  a  man  will 
be  glad  to  engage  in  any  trade  by  which 
Ik  can  make  six  or  four  per  cent,  profit ; 
aad  an  additional  advantage  is,  that  in 
Holland  a  man  who  has  but  1,000/.  or 
8,000ifL  capital  mast  necessarily  engage  in 
toade,  because  he  cannot  live  upon  the 
legal  interest  of  his  money;  whereas  a 
naa  of  that  capital  in  this  country,  may 
live  comfortably  in  most  comers  of  the 
kingdom  upon  the  legal  interest  of  his, 
moaey;  so  that  more  men,  and  men 
of  greater  stocks,  are  necessarily  drove 
iato  trade  in  that  country  than  in  this ; 
and  thein  people  will  willingly  engage 
ia  a  great  many  branches  of  traffic,  which 
DO  man  in  tliis  kingdom  will  touch  at ;  be- 
cBQse  he  can  make  as  much,  or  very  near 
asmudi,  by  employing  his  money  m  our 
iands,  as  he  could  expect  to  make  by  that 
traffic. 

This,  Sir,  gives  the  Dutch  and  the 
.French  too  a  great  advantage  over  this 
>  mtioD,  in  all  branches  of  trade  which  must 
be  carried  on  at  a  small  profit,  such  as  the 
Carrying  Trade,  and  the  Fishing  Trade, 
b«t  espedaily  the  last,  which  I  hope  some 
ficntleraen  who  hear  me  will  take  particu- 
,  UHT  notice  of;  and  I  shall  add  this  other  ob- 
servation. That  in  those  two  trades  there 
aie  more  ^ips,  and  more  seamen  employed 
ia  proportion,  than  in  any  other ;  and  the 
seamen  thus  employed  are  more  useful 
for  the  defence  of  their  country,  because 
they  are  always  at  hand  upon  any  sudden 
eaiergency;  which  I  hope  every  gentle- 
nan  will  take  particular  notice  of,  who 
has  any  regard  to  the  naval  power,  or  the 
feenrity  of  his  country. 

All  me  branches  of  foreign  trade.  Sir, 
whleh  any  nation  does  or  can  carry  on, 
irnift  consist  either  in  the  Carrying  Trade, 
the  Fkihing  Trade,  or  the  exporting  their 
manufactures  and  produce  to  fordgn  mar- 
kets, aad  importing  those  foreign  commo- 
dities which  they  have  use  for  at  home. 
In  the  first  two  we  are  pnder  such  a  disad- 
Tantage,  by  the  high  rate  of  interest  aiiiong 
as,  and  the  small  profit  to  be  expected  by 
the  trade,  that  few  or  none  of  our  people 
will  engage  in  either ;  and  in  fact  \^  have 
bat  veiy  little  of  either,  and  would  have 
noae  at  all,  if  it  were  not  for  the  many  na- 
tural advantages  we  are  blessed  with  above 
say  other  country  upon  the  face  of  the 
gMie.  And  as  to  our  trade  of  importing 
aad  esportiBg  our  own  commodities,  and 


such  foreign  commodities  as  we  have  usa 
for,  it  depends  upon  the  cheapness  of  our 
navigation,  and  proper  laws  for  its  encou- 
ragement. As  to  the  cheapness  of  our 
navigation,  it  will  always  depend  upon  our 
people's  employing  their  money  in  that  way 
at  a  small  pront;  so  that  in  this  too,  our 
neighboui's  have  a  great  advantage  over  us ; 
for  the}*^  will  be  glad  to  employ  their  money 
in  that  way,  if  they  can  make  but  6  or  4 
per  cent,  profit ;  whereas  we  cannot  sup- 
pose any  of  our  people  (except  such  as 
venture,  or  as  they  call  it,  tlirow  away  a 
little  money  for  the  service  of  a  friend,  wiH 
employ  their  money  in  that  way,  at  a  profit 
less  than  8  or  10  per  cent,  so  that  both 
ship-buildiug,  ships  and  freight,  would  be 
cheaper  in  our  neighbouring  countries  than 
in  this,  by  at  least  4  per  cent,  if  it  were  not 
for  some  natural  advantages  we  are  like- 
wise blessed  with  in  this  particular,  and  the 
great  supply  we  now  receive  from  our 
colony  of  New  England;  but,  notwith* 
standing  all  these  natural  advantages,  4  per 
cent,  difference  is  such  a  great  advantage 
in  favour  of  some  of  our  neighbours,  that 
if  it  were  not  for  the  navigation  act,  and 
other  laws  in  favour  of  our  own  shipping, 
I  am  convinced  we  should  see  our  ports 
every  day  full  of  Dutch  ships  and  seamen ; 
and  even  as  it  is,  we  may  obser\'e  that  the 
number-  of  Hamburgh,  Harborou^h, 
Danish  and  Swedish  ships,  is  every  day  m* 
creasing  in  the  river  Thames-;  and  for 
what  I  know,  in  several  other  ports  of  the 
kingdom. 

But,  Sir,  I  need  not  insist  do  much  upon 
the  prejudice  a  high  rate  of  interest  does 
to  our  navigation,  with  respecC  to  our  im- 
|)ortation  and  exportation ;  for  if  our  pre- 
sent rate  of  interest,  and  our  present  taxes 
continue  for  some  years  longer,  I  am  afraid 
we  shall  have  very  little  either  of  manufac* 
tures,  or  home  produce,  to  export ;  and 
in  that  case  our  importation  must  likewise 
decrease  in  proportion;  because  we  shall 
not  then  be  able  to  ^ive  either  moneys 
or  other  valuable  consideration  in  return. 
With  respect  to  our  home  manufactures, 
it  is  certain  the  exportation  of  them  can 

Eroceed  from  nothing  but  our  merchants 
eing  able  to  sell  them  cheaper,  or  at 
least  as  cheap  in  foreign  markets,  as  any 
foreign  manufactures  of  the  same  kind 
and  goodness  can  he  sold.  Let  us  then 
see  how  the  difference  of  interest  may 
affect  this  branch  of  trade*  An  English- 
man will  not  invest  his  money  in  the  carryA 
ing  on  of  any  manufiicture,  unlets  he  can 
make  8  or  10  percent,  profit;  a  Dutch  fr 
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a  FpeBchman  will  gladly  invest  his  money 
intlie  carrying  on  of  a  manu&cture,  if  he 
can  make  4  or  6  per  cent,  profit;  there- 
fore, supposing  all  other  charges  equal,  a 
Dutchman  or  Frenchman  will  sell  his  manu- 
faoturea  to  the  merchant  exporter  4  per 
cent  cheaper  than  the  Englisnman  w31  do. 
Here  is  an  overload  of  4  per  cent,  upon 
our  manufactures  at  every  tbreign  martet. 
Again,  an  English  merchant  will  not 
employ  his  money  in  the  exportation  and 
sale  of  our  manufactures,  unless  he  can 
make  8  or  10  per  cent,  of  his  money;  a 
Dutch  or  a  French  merchant  will  employ 
his  money  in  the  exportation  and  sale  of 
the  manufactures  of  nis  country,  if  he  can 
thereby  make  but  4  or  6  per  cent,  of  his 
meney :  here  is  an  additional  overload  of 
4  per  cent,  upon  our  manu&ctures  at  every 
foreign  market ;  so  tliat  all  the  manufac- 
tures of  this  kingdom,  by  means  of  the 
high  rate  of  interest,  cany  with  them  to 
evi^y  foreign  market,  a  load  of  8  percent. 
per  annum,  more  than  theDutch  or  French 
manu&ctures  carry  with  them  to  the  same 
market,  without  mentioning  the  difierence 
of  freight,  and  several  odier  additional 
overloMs,  that  naturally  arise  from  the 
high  interest  of  money  in  this  kingdom, 
alKftve  what  it  is  among  our  neighbours  and 
rivals. 

This  single  advantage.  Sir,  is  of  itself 
aufficientto  exclude  our  manu&ctures  from 
every  market  in  the  world,  where  our  rivals 
can  come  in  competition  with  us ;  but  if 
we  consider,  what  a  heavy  load  is  added  to 
the  prime  cost  of  all  our  manufactures,  by 
the  taxes  laid  upon  several  materials  neces- 
sary for  working  them  up,  and  by  those 
Itties  w^ich  are  laid  upon  many  of  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  we  majy  have  some  reason 
t»  be  surprized  there  is  at  this  day  a  shil- 
Kng^  worth  oi  any  sort  of  manufacture 
msortcd  from  Great  Britain ;  for  that  we 
aliu  do  expoit  great  quantities  of  manufac- 
ture^ is  CMtain;  ana  because  this  may  be 
491  aij^^ument  with  some  for  concluding 
there  m  nothing  in  what  I  have  said,  1 
9Hist  beg  kave  to  consider  some  of  die 
witufal  or  aequived  advantages  we  still 
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five  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  we  had  no 
ii«al  hi  die  woollea  manu&cture  trade  but 
Ae  DmK^  and  over  them  we  have  many 
■aliiral  adNnmtagee  both  as  to  our  situa- 
tjiBD,  the  geodnesa  of  out  ports,  and  the 
ytacipalooostitoentmateariaiB.olthatmaDU* 
Mi9t«Be»  all  of  which  they  are  obliged  to 
JMSiith  theinneWee  with  at  soeond  hand. 
«» tUel  ihaU«H  Ihat  wken  tbewoeltei 


manufacture  was  first  chiefly  established 
in  England,  which  was  m  the  long  and 
happy  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  the  inte- 
rest of  money  was  pretty  much  the  same 
in  both  countries,  and  the  Dutch  were 
engaged  in  a  bloody  and  dangerous  war, 
and  in  est^lishin^  their  ccnnmonwealth 
and  their  East-In^ia  trade,  so  that  their 
people  had  not  much  time  to  think  of 
unproving  any  sort  of  manu&cture.  By 
these  means  we  got  ourselves  riveted  in 
the  possession  of  all  the  principal  martsr 
for  woollen  manufixcture  both  in  Asia  and 
Europe;  and  thai;  possession  we  in 
good  measure  kept,  till  the  beginning  of 
uie  last  war  with  France  and  Spam,  when 
we  were  so  wise  as  to  prohibit  trade  with 
both.  During  that  long  period,  the  people 
in  Turkey,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  even  in 
France  too,  till  the  Revolution,  became  so 
accustomed  to  thewearingof  English  cloths 
and  8tufi,4that  it  was  not  easyto  make  thein 
change  their  merchant ;  for  a  long  esta- 
blished custom  in  any  country,  especially 
in  Turkey,  Spam,  and  Portugal,  is  not 
easily  altered,  nor  are  people  apt  to  go  to 
a  new  shc^,  as  long  as  they  meet  with 
tolerable  usage  at  the  old.  Thus  by  get- 
ting possession  of  the  trade,  and  keeping 
that  possesion  for  so  long  a  time,  we 
acquired  an  advantage,  which  could  not 
easdy  nor  speedily  be  taken  from  us; 
and  this  acqmred  advantage  is,  I  am  afraid, 
the  chief  support  of  our  present  expor- 
tation :  but  m  a  long  course  of  time  we 
may  entirely  lose  this  advantage ;  and  we 
are  in  the  more  danger,  because  we  have 
now  got  a  rival  in  the  woollen  manufac- 
ture trade,  much  more  formidable  tlian  the 
Dutch,  and  of  much  more  dangerous  con- 
seouence. 

before  our  late  happy  Revolution,  Sir, 
they  had  but  few  manumctures  of  woollen 
cloth  in  France,  and  such  as  they  had  were 
of  the  coarsest  sort ;  so  that  they  were 
furnished  with  all  their  fine  cloths  either 
from  Holland  or  England ;  but  after  the 
Revolution  we  found  ourselves,  it  seems, 
under  a  necessity  of  prohibiting  all  manner 
of  trade  andintercourse  with  that  kingdom. 
This  prevented  its  being  in  their  power  to 
have  anywoollen  manufacture  directly  from 
England,  whichlaid  themunder  a  necessity, 
and  aMhe  same  time  furnished  them  with 
the  means,  of  improving  what  they  had  of 
their  own ;  so  that  before  the  second  war 
broke  out^  they  had  come  some  length 
in  the  maimfactuve  of  woollen  cloths,  es-* 
pecidljr  fltufis  or  camblets ;  and  by  our 
p»ohibttiiig  tJDade  with  Spain  aa  well  aa 
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them  at  the  beginning  of  that  war,  we  fur 
nislied  them  not  only  with  a  new  opportu< 
nity  of  improving  their  woollen  manufac 
tore,  but  likewise  with  an  opportunity  of 
hxtroducing  it,  by  degrees,  into  the  kingdom 
ef  Spain :  and  the  peace  of  U^echt  con- 
firmed their  manufacture  in  the  advantage 
it  hdd  reaped  by  the  war. 

Ever  since  that  tirae.  Sir,  they  have  en- 
joyed almost  an  uninterrupted  state  of 
tranquillity ;  during  which  time,  it  must 
be  confessed,  they  have  made  the  best  use 
of  die  benefits  we  bestowed  uj^on  them ; 
for  they  have  now  brought  their  woollen 
manufacture  to  such  p#rfection  that  they 
fnake  superfine  woollen  cloths  almost 
as  fine  and  as  good  as  we  can  do,  and 
kH  them  mudi  cheaper;  by  which 
means,  they  very  much  interfere  with  us 
in  Turkey  as  well  as  Spain ;  in  both  which 
places  they  as  yet  meerwith  some  difficulty 
by  reason  of  the  attachment  the  people  in 
general  have  t€t  the  manufactures  of  this 
kingdom;  but  that  attachment  will  at  last 
wear  off,  and  then  it  will  be  out  of  our 
power  to  presepeany  share  jof  the  trade, 
unless  we  can  sell  all  sorts  of  woollen  ma- 
nn&ctures  as  cheap  as  the  French|  or  any 
other  nation  can  possibly  do. 

Now,  Sir,  with  respect  to  the  rivalship 
in  this  trade  between  the  French  and  us, 
it  is  very  different  from  that  between  us 
and  the  Qutch.  The  situation  of  the 
French  is  rather  more  convenient  for  that 
trade  than  ours,  and  their  ports  are  as  good ; 
then  as  to  the  materials,  the  only  advantage 
we  have  over  them,  consists  in  our  wool ; 
bat  they  lie  so  convenient*  for  stealing  it 
away  from  us,  that  it  is  hardly  possible  to 
prevent  it;  and  as  UT Spanish  wool,  which 
IS  the  chief  material  in  the  manufacture  of 
sU  superfine  cloths,  they  lie  more  conveni- 
ently for  having  it,  and  may  have  it  at  a 
cheaper  rate  {ban  we  can.  From  all  which 
I  must  conclude,  the  chief  advantage  we 
now  enjoy  in  this  manufacture,  id^he  su- 
perior skill,  dexterity,  and  numbers  of^our 
workmen,  and  the  old  attachment  to  the 
woollen  manufactures  of  this  kingdom,  some- 
thing of  which  still  remains  in  Turkey,  Spain, 
and  Portugal  bat  the  latter  will  wear  off  by 
clegrees,  if  we  cannot  sell  as  cheap  as  any 
ot£er  nation,  and  the  French  workmen 
wiilbe  every  day  improving  and  increasing. 
These,  Sir,  are  our  circumstances  with  re- 
spect to  the  woollen  manufacture,  which 
is  our  chief  staple ;  and  in  such  circum- 
ttanoes  I  am  surs  every  gentleman  that 
hears  me,  must  conclude,  it  is  high  time  for 
93  to  k>ok  about  us,  and  to  neglect  no  op- 
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portunitj  that  may  tend  towards  enabling, 
and  in  some  manner  obliging,  our  mer- 
chants and  manufactures  tosell  their  goods 
as  cheap  as  such  goods  can  be  sold  by  any 
foreign  nati<m  whatsoever. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  shewn  what  bad  effects 
our  present  high  Rate  of  Interest  may  hava 
upon  our  foreign  trade,  and  our  home  ma- 
nufactures; and  now  let  me  shew  the  ad- 
vantages a  nation  may  reap  from  a  low 
rate  of  interest  with  respect  to  the  im« 
provement  of  their  lands,  and  maintaining 
a  great  nuiober  of  inhabitants.  For  this 
purpose,  let  me  observe,  that  the  riches  of 
a  nation  properly  consist  in  the  aggregate 
total  of  every  man's  riches  in  particular ; 
for  a  nation,  where  the  subjects  are  all  or 
generally  rich  will  be  able  to  maintain  an 
expensive  war,  much  longer  than  a  nation 
can  do,  whose  subjects  are  all  or  generally 
poor;  because  the  subjects  of  every  na- 
tion, if  they  are  under  a  good  government, 
will  contribute  as  much  as  they  can  towards 
a  necessary  war,  and  rich  Subjects  will  al- 
ways be  able  to  contribute  more  or  longer 
than  poor:  but  then  these  riches  of  par- 
ticular men  must  be  such  as  consist  in 
lands,  houses,  goods,  ready  coin,  bullion 
or  jewels;  they  must  not  be  such  as  con- 
sist in  large  sums  out  at  interest  amona 
their  fellow-subjects ;  for  such  riches  add 
nothing  to  the  riches  of  the  nation,  nor 
would  the  nation  be  one  bit  the  poorer,  if 
they  should  declare  a  year  of  Jubilee  by  a 
public  law :  whatever  such  men  may  be 
able  to  contribute  towards  the  public  ex- 
pence,  must  diminish  the  power  ef  others 
to  contribute ;  and  therefore  it  is  against 
the  interest  of  every  nation  to  have  a  great 
number  of  such  men,  or  to  encourage  th^ 
hewing  up  of  such  riches  among  them. 

Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  revenue  of  a  nation, 
it  is  to  be  computed,  in  the  same  manner, 
from  the  aggregate  total  of  every  man's  re- 
venue in  particular ;  but  then  these  particular 
revenues  must  consist  in  such  as  come  from 
land,  trade,  or  industry  t  they  must  not, 
for  the.  same  reason,  be  such  as  come  from 
sums  ol*  money  lent  out  at  interest.  And, 
lastly,  I  shall  observe,  that  an  acre  of  land  ' 
without  any  improvement,  may  not  per- 
haps be  sufficient  to  employ  and  subsist 
one  man ;  whereas  the  same  acre,  with 
proper  improvements,  may  perhaps  be  mads 
able  to  employ  and  subsist  two  or  three. 
Now,  Sir,  suppose  a  gentleman  ofl,000/<a 
year  land  estate,  has  in  a  course  of  years 
saved  10,000/.  suppose,  upon  looking  over 
his  estate,  he  finds,  that  by  laying  out  this 
money  in  improyements,  he  could  make 
[G] 
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bis  estate  worth  at  least  1,500/.  a  year:  he 
i^ould  then  naturally  consider  which  was 
the  most  profitable  way  of  laying  out  his 
money,  wa^ther  to  lay  it  out  upon  these 
iHiprovements  or  to  lay  it  out  on  a  purchase 
^f  another  estate,  or  to  lend  it  upon  a 
mortgage.  In  this  case,  if  the  inter^t  of 
money  were  at  5  per  cent,  he  would  cer- 
tainly ky  out  his  money  upon  a  purcha3e 
or  mortgage,  because  he  would  have  as 
much  yearly  profit  by  laying  out4iis  m^aey 
in  either,  of  these  ways,  a^  he  could  expect 
by  laying  it  put  in  improvements;  and 
in  eitner  of  these  two  ways  he  would  save 
himself  all  th^t  trouble  and  fatigue,  which 
the  last  would  necessarily  subject  Urn  to. 
Tliough  this  gentlexniS),  by  laying  out  his 
ijioney  in  such  a  manner,  certainly  im- 
proves his  own  revenue,  though  he  has 
added  to  the  riches  of  his  country  by  his 
frugality,  yet  he  adds  nothing  either  to  the 
riches  or  the  revenue  of  his  country,  by 
bis  purchase  or  mortgage ;  nor  does  he 
enable  or  make  his  country  fit  for  employ- 
ing or  n»aintaining  any  greater  number  of 
inhabitants.  On  the  other  hand,  if  die  na- 
tural interest  of  money  were  at  3  per  cent, 
the  price  of  lands  would  rise  very  near  in 
proportion ;  in  which  case  he  would  cer- 
tainly lay  his  money  out  in  improvements, 
because,  in  this  way,  h^  would  make  n^ar 
20Q/.  a  y^  more  <^his  money  than  he 
<^uld  do  by  purchase  or  mortgage ;  and 
by  laying  it  out  in  such  a  manner,  he  would 
not  only  add  to  the  riches  and  revenue  of 
his  country,  as  well  as  to  his  own,  but  he 
lifopld  make  his  country  capable  of  eni- 
plpyinj^  and  maintaining  a  greater  num- 
ber ofinhabitants  than  it  could  do  before. 
The  case.  Sir,  wijl  be  the  sem^  in  snoall 
gums  as  well  as  large.  Suppps^  a  famii^r 
has  taken  a  21  year^  lease  of  a  small  tene- 
ipanj;,  and  after  stocking  bis  tenpme^t  has 
90lf  over :  Suppose  he  finds  that  by  layii^ 
that*^.  out  in  improviag  his  tenement, 
he  may  improve  its  value  20^.  a  year: 
while  money  is  at  5  per  cent,  he  will 
oertainly  chuse  to  lend  out  his  numstj  at 
interest,  rather  than  lav  it  out  upon  such 
an  improvement;  but  iithe  interest  of  ipo- 
neywere  at  3  per  cent-  only,  he  would 
certainly  lav  it  out  upon  the  improvement ; 
and  by  so  doing  would  add  to  the  revenue 
of  his  landlord,  as  well  as  to  the  revenue  of 
his  country.  This,  the  landed  gentlemen 
that  hear  me,  will,  I  hope,  have  a  particu- 
lar regard  to ;  for  from  hence  they  may 
■ee  how  naturally  a  low  rate^  of  interest 
tends  to  tht  improvement  of  their  estates, 
9§  WfU  aa  xmibg  tbfiir  price,  and  that  a 


high  interest  prevents  both  the  one  and  thci 
other. 

I  hope.  Sir,  I  have  now  shiewn,  even  to 
a  demonstration,  that  the  lowering  of  in- 
l^erest  must  be  attended  with  great  advan- 
tages to  th(^  nation  in  generao,  and  to  the 
landed  gentlemen  in  particular;  andlbavo 
shewn,  I  hope,  likewise  %o  a  demonifra- 
tio^,  that  if  the  interest  of  money  be  con- 
tinued fpr  any  number  of  years  at  thepre- 
si^t  rate  in  this  kingdom,  which  is  much 
h^her  than  it  is  in  those  countries  which  ar^ 
our  greatest  and  most  formidable  rivala, 
both  in  trade,  and  naval  power,  it  must  be; 
attended  with  the  gradoal  decay  of  our  xia- 
vigation,  our  foreign  trade,  and  our  home 
nianufaptures,  which  will  at  last  bring  irre- 
trievable ruin,  upon  the  whole  nation. 
Whoever  is  c<^vii^:ed  Pf  this»  v^ut  have  i^ 
heart  of  stone,  he  must  have  no  bowels  to- 
wards his  native  co^mtry,  if  for  any  selfisb 
end  he  opposes,  if  in  spite  of  every  selfish 
view  he  aoes  not  propiotf  apy  practicable 
scheipe,  that  may  tend  towards  bringing 
the  interest  of  monej  in  this  counti;y  upoi^ 
a  par  with  wf^at  it  is  in  our  neighbouring 
countries,  eH)ecially  in  tho%  neighbouring 
countries,  which  are  our  greatest  rivals  ii^ 
trade  and  naval  power.  And,  I  am  sure» 
no  gentleman  w|lt  9ay,  It  is  possible  to 
bring  dowoT  either  the  natural  or  the  legal 
interest  of  money  between  man  find  man, 
till  after  we  have  reduced  the  interest 

Eayable  uppn  all  otir  public  secuiities ;  for 
y  the  iQug  and  i^^ulai:  payment  of  the 
interest  upon  such  sqcwrities,  and  by  tha 
growing  prowsion  wahave  m^e  for  pay- 
ing off  the  principal  bj^degrees,  they  are  got 
ioto  suiSh  credit,  that  nptnan  willl^nd  upon 
a  private  security  for  t^  samd^  interest  he 
can  have  iippn  a  yublic ;  except  a^ery  few 
p^sons  who  have  larga  sums,  which  they 
are^willmgtP  l^d  at  the  sam^  interest 
upon  mortgages  of  land  onlv.  ^ 
'  I  sha)]  not  pretendt  Sir?  it  is  in  our 
power,  ir  in  the  power  of  any  nfition,  Uf 
make  what  regulation  they  have  a  mmd, 
with  regard  to  the  legal  iaterest  of  money. 
The  natural  interest  of  moinpy  is  always  the 
standard  by  which  the  kgal  ought  to  be 
regulated;   and  the    nalmral  interest   of 

apney'does  not  depend  upon  the  regula- 
ons  of  men,  but  upon  natural  and  some- 
times very  accidental  events :  But  this  I 
will  sav,  thm,  by  a  prudent  and  circumspect 
administration  of  the  public  aSairs  of  any 
country,  such  measures  may  be  taken  as 
must  necessarily  contribute  towards  re- 
ducing the  natural  interest  of  mobey ;  and 
when  such  meaaurea  are  observed  to  have 
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takcoefect,  Ae  legal  interest  of' money 
ought  then  to  be  reduced ;  for  the  legal 
oaght  fdwa^B  to  be  kept  at  a  rate  equal  to^ 
or  bat  a  very  little  above  the  natural ;  be- 
cause a  great  deal  of  Dooney  is  in  every  coun- 
try boirowed  by  the  young  and  extravagant, 
in  order  to  simport  their  luxury  and  extra- 
vagance; and  a§  nich  persons  are  f^,  ai^d 
generally  obliged^  to  pay  a  higher  interest 
for  it,  than  those  who  borrow,  in  order  to 
enmloj  it  b  trade,  one  of  the  tnost  effec- 
tual waya  to  prev<n)t  Aeir  luxury  and  ex- 
travagance, (which  every  government 
(H^htto  prevent  as  much  as  possible)  iB, 
to  make  it  dangerous  for  men  to  endea- 
Toor  to  reap  great  profits,  by  aupplying 
them  widi  tne  proper  medium  for  support- 
iog  their  luxury  and  extrava^nce. 

Evea  lb  this  country,  Sir,  if  the  supplies 
of  the  year  had  been  duly  raised  within 
the  year,  and  the  Sinkibg-Fund  wholly  and 
legulariy  applied  id  the  discharge  of  our 
pdklic  debtt,  ever  sincie  its  first  establish- 
ment, I  win  be  bold  to  sav,  the  interest 
optm  any  public  funds  we  had  remaining, 
«Wd  not  iMiw  have  been  iibove  2f , 
!ior  would  flie  natural  interest  of  money 
betireen  man  and  man,  where  there  was 
any  tolemb]^  aecutity,  have  been  above  S ; 
for  the  nigral  interest  of  money  must  al- 
^js  depend  upon  the  proportion  between 
the  quantity  or  money  ready  to  be  lent  at 
ioterest,  and  the  quantitv  wanted  to  be 
borrowed;  so  tiiat  public  loans  of  all 
kinds,  must  tend  towards  enhancing  the 
batund  interest  of  tnonev,  and  public  pa^- 
toeiits  most  sIb  neoesearily  tend  towaros  its 
reduction.  Tlierefore,  from  the  present 
low  rati  of  interest  upoh  public  securities, 
aotwithstanding  our  being  now  very  neitr 
as  madi  m  debt  as  we  wer6  at  the  end  of 
the  war,  I  am  sure  I  may  venture  to  say, 
the  natimd  interest  upon  all  sorts  of  secu- 
rities ^odd  have  been  at  or  below  S  per 
cent,  if  we  had  paid  off  the  greatest  part 
of  oor  old  without  contracting  any  new 
^t:  and  if  we  had  done  so,  I  am  con- 
^ced;  the  ttade  of  this  kingdom  would 
late  been  in  a  much  more  flourishing  state 
thaa  It  is  at  present,  and  the  nation  much 
|>etterable  to  support  its  friends  or  avengt 
Itself  of  its  enemies. 

These,  it  is  true^  Sir,  arebut  melancholy 
lefiections,  however  they  may  serve  for 
naking  us  more  circumspect  in  ^ime  to 
come,  and  for  making  every  man  contri- 
bute w?tti  the  greater  alacrity  towards 
whatever  sums  may  hereafter  ije  |hought 
^^ecessary  for  the  current  supplies,  in  order 
that  the  Sinking-Fund  may  for  the  future 


be  applied  wholljr  to  discharge  the  national 
deb^  and  to  relieve  the  people  from  those 
heavy  taxes  they  now  groan  under ;  fy/t 
either  of  which  purposes  it  will  be  made 
much  more  effectual  by  a  deduction  of  the 
interest  payable  to  the  South-Sea  Old  and 
New  Annuitants,  f^om  4  to  3  per  cent  i£ 
such  a  thing  can  be  brought  about  with- 
out any  danger  to  public  credit,  or  breach 
of  public  faith ;  and  that  this  may  in  ail 
probabOity  be  done^  is  what  I  sliali  noW 
endeavour  to  demonstrate,  lliat  there 
are  in  this  kingdom  large  sums  ready  to  b^ 
lent  at  an  interest  of  3  per  cent,  is  evident, 
fVom  the  ready  access  the  government  has 
for  some  time  had,  to  the  borrowing  of 
fcnoney  at  that  interest  for  the  yearly  sup- 
plies, and  upon  every  new  fund  that  has 
been  lately  established.  But  this  is  still 
more  evident  fVonvthe  high  premium  now 
daily  given  for  those  public  securities,  that 
bear  an  interest  only  of  3  per  cent.  There* 
fore>  I  think,  it  is  reasonablq  to  believe, 
that  if  books  of  subscriptions  should  be 
opened,  the  money  subscriptions  would 
amount  at  least  to  two  millions,  and  the 
whole  million  to  be  paid  to  the  South  Sea 
Old  Aunuitants  at  Michaelmas  next,  would, 
I  believe,  be  subscribed  into  this  new  fund ; 
so  that  soon  afler  Michaelmas  next,  the 
public  would  have  a  fund  of  three  mil- 
lions in  ready  money,  to  pay  off  a  part  of 
those  Annuities,  whose  propHetors  should 
not  appear  willing  to  accept  of  an  Interest 
for  14  years  certain,  at  the  rate  of  S  per 
cent. 

Now,  Sir,  at  there  is  one  million  to  be 
paid  off  at  Michaelmas  next^  the  totd  of  the 
remaining  Annuities  will  aniount  to  about 
23,600)000lf.  and  if  the  whole  three  mil- 
lions, raised  by  money  subscriptions,  to- 
gether with  a  million  from  the  Sinkins- 
Fund,  were  to  be  applied  at  the  Michael- 
ihas  following,  toward  paving  off  the  like 
sum  of  Old  and  New  South-Sea  Annuities, 
which  for  calculation's  sake  I  shall  sup- 
pose to  be  24  millions  full,  it  would  amount 
t^  W.  ISs.  4rf.  per  cent.  That  is  to  say, 
every  proprietor  would  have  so  much  per 
cenU  of  his  stock  annihilated,  so  that  he 
woi]Ad  lose  the  whole  advanced  price  upon 
that  16/*  13«.  4c/.  stock  so  annihilated, 
which  at  the  present  advanced  price, 
(being  13  per  cent.)  would  be  above  2/. 
per  cent,  entirely  lost ;  and  if  the  pre- 
sent advanced  price  of  stocks  should  rise, 
every  proprietor's  loss  by  such  a  payment, 
would  rise  in  proportion.  To  avoid  this 
immediate  loss,  we  may  suppose,  that  some 
of  the  present  proprietors  of  Soutli-Sea 
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Annuities  would  subscribe  their  respective 
•hares  in  those  Annuities,  and  would  be 
willing  to  accept  of  the  3  per  cent,  for 
l^  years  irredeemable:  Suppose  these 
subscriptions  amounted  in  the  whole  but 
to  three  millions,  this  would  make  the  first 
loss  fall  still  heavier  upon  the  obstinate ; 
because  the  four  millions  in  money  would 
then  come  to  be  divided  upon  twenty  one 
millions  capital,  inst^adof  twenty  four  mil- 
lions capital,  which  would  make  their  loss, 
by  the  payment  of  four  millions  at  once, 
amount  to  very  near  2|  per  cent  But 
suppose  they  continued  obstinate,  let 
us  inquire  what  they  would  gain  by  their 
obstinacy.  Hie  whole  capital  of  Old  and 
New  South- Sea  Annuities  remi^ining  at 
4  per  cent,  afler  Michaelmas  come  a 
twelvemonth,  would  be  but  seventeen 
millions,  to  the  discharge  of  which  we 
must  suppose  tlie  Sinking-Fund  afterwards 
.wholly  and  regularly  applied;  in  wh^ch 
case,  we  must  suppose  tnat  a  sum  of  at 
least  1,300,000/.  would  be  yearly  applied 
to  the  discharge  and  annihilation  ot  the 
like  sum  of  that  capital :  Therefore,  sup- 
pose the  advanced  price  of  those  Annuities 
should  rise  no  higher  than  it  is  at  present, 
it  will  appear  by  calculation,  that  upon 
the  very  nrst  payment,  wliich  would  be  at 
Michaelmas  1739,  everv  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  this  17  millions  would  have 
above  7/-  per  cent,  of  this  stock  annihi- 
lated, and  would  thereby  lose  I9s.l0d.\; 
at  the  next  Michaelmas  following,  every 
such  proprittor  would  have  above  8  per 
cent,  of  nis  stock  annihilated,  and  would 
consequently  lose  above  1  per  cent,  and 
this  loss  will  increase  yearly,  in  proportion 
as  the  Sinking-Fund  increases,  and  the 
capital  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied  dimi- 
nishes, if  the  advanced  price  should  con- 
tinue as  high  as  it  is  at  present;  and  bo 
man  can  reasonably  expect  the  price  of 
any  of  our  stocks  will  fall  lower  than  they 
^re  at  present,  as  long  as  peace  continr.es, 
and  the  Sinking-Fund  is  regularly  applied. 
From  the^e  calculations  it  must  appear, 
Sir,  that,  if  books  were  opened  for  taking 
in  subscriptions  either  in  Annuities  or 
money,  with  a  right  of  preference  to  the 
former,  a  subscription  of  two  millions  in 
mone^,and  the  three  millions  in  Annuities, 
any  time  before  next  Michaelmas,  with 
the  money-subscriptionB  that  might  then 
be  expected  from  the  million  to  be  paid 
off,  would  make  it  the  inmiediate  interest 
of  all  the  rest  of  the  Annuitants  to  come 
in  and  subscribe  their  respective  Annuities 
at  an  btcrest  of  3  per  cent,  for  14  years 


irredeemable,  rather  than  continue  them 
at  4  per  cent,  subject  to  the  trouble  and 
loss  of  having  a  part  of  their  capital  every 
year  annihilated,  by  means  ot  payments 
from  the  Sinking-Fund.  That  three  mil- 
lions of  Annuities  would  be  immediately 
subscribed,  I  make  no  question ;  because, 
even  suppose  things  stand  upon  their  pre- 
sent footing,  every  annuitant  must  lose 
above  a  half  per  cent,  by  the  yearly  pay- 
ments to  be  made ;  ana  I  am  sure  the 
trouble  of  replacing  their  partial  payments 
is  by  many  thought  worth  the  other  half 
per  cent,  at  least.  Then  as  to  the  two  mil- 
lions in  money,  I  am  confident,  that  is  th^ 
least  sum  that  would  be  subscribed,  if  there 
should  be  occasion  for  it ;  for  I  am  sure' 
the  3  per  cent,  funds  could  not  bear  so 
high  a  premium,  if  tliere  were  not  a  great 
deal  of  mqpey  in  the  nation  ready  to  be 
lent  at  that  interest;  but  I  am  in  some 
doubt,  whether  or  no  there  would  be  occa- 
sion for  accepting  of  any  money-subscrip« 
tions  at  all ;  because  every  man  may,  from 
the  general  circumstances  -of  our  afiairs, 
find  reason  to  believe,  and  I  have  particular 
reasons  to  believe  that  a  great  nuuriaer 
of  our  annuitants  are  uneasy  in  their  pre- 
sent situation,  and  would  be  ^glgd  to  ac- 
cept of  3  per  cent.'  if  they  were  assured 
of  not  being  obliged  to  receive  any  pay- 
ment for  14  years  to  come;  and  if  one 
third  of  them,  or  any  number  above  one 
third,  should  oeadily  come  in,  it  would 
make  it  the  immediate  interest  of  all  the 
rest  to  come  in  and  subscribe;  because 
they  would  lose  above  1  pet  cent,  yearly 
by  the  future  payments,  to  be  made 
from  theSinking*Fnnd;  besides  thi  trouble 
they  will  be  annually  put  to,  in  receiving 
and  repladng  the  partial  payments  which 
would  oe  made  them  firom  that  fund  only ; 
and  besides  the  danger  they  would  jbe  in, 
of  having  the  whole  soon  paid  them  by  a 
large  money-subscription. 

From  what  I  have  said.  Sir,  and  the 
easy  and  obvious  calculations  1  have  made, 
it  is  evident,  that  we  may  in  all  probability 
before  Michaelmas  next,  or  very  soon 
aftei'',  reduce  the  interest  upon  ill  the 
jSbuth-Sea  Annuities,  both  New  and  Old, 
from  4  to  3  per  cent,  interest,  without  any 
danger  to  public  credit,  or  breach  of  pub- 
lic faith,  which  would  make  the  Sinking- 
Fund  .amount  from  thencefortli  to  above 
1,400,000/.  per  annum,  to  be  applied  only 
towards  redeeming  the  capital  ok'  our  se-* 
veral  t^^adipg  companies.  1  his  would  bring 
every  one  of  them  so  much  within  our 
power,  that  I  am  convinced  we  could  thea 
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get  every  one  of  them  to  accept  of  S  per 
cent  kiterest  upon .  any  reasonable  terms 
we  bod  a  mind  to  propose,  which  would 
be  8  new  addition  to  the  Sinking-Fund,  of 
aborelTOiOOO/.ayear:  From  which  tiipe 
the  Sinking-Fund  would  amount  to  about 
IfiOOfiQOU  per  annum,  and  then  we.  might 
venture  to  annihilate  above  one  half  of  it, 
by  freeing  the  people  from  the  taxes  upon 
coals,  candles,  soap,  leather,  and  such 
other  taxes  as  now  he  heavy  upon  our  poor 
hbourers  and  manu&clurerB,  and  thereby 
enbanoe  their  wages  in  every  part  of  the 
Idogdom,  but  eq)ecially  in  the  city  of 
Looidoii;  by  which  the  prime  cost  m  all 
cur  numufactures  is  so  much  enhanced, 
that  it  is  fanpossible  for  our  merchants  to 
idl  them  in  foreign  markets  so  cheap,  as 
laanufacturesof  the  same  kind  and  good- 
ttsB  are  sold  by  the  merchants,  even  of 
those  countries,  where  theinterestof  nioney 
isashightbitisinthis. 

The  remaining  .part  of  the  Sinking-Fund 
inigbt  then.  Sir,  be  applied  ^bwards  pay- 
ing off  those  Aiinuities  and  public  debts 
v^ch  now  bear  an  interest  ot  3  -per  cent. 
ooijr,  and  after  that,  towards  diminishing 
the  capitals  of  our  several  trading,  comga- 
iiies,  tillche  exptfratk>a  of  the  term  of  14 
jean  to  be  granted  to  4he  annuitajits ;  at 
which  time  the  Sinking-Fund  would  a^ain 
amount  to  above  a  million  yearly,  which 
would  be  sufficient  forpaymg  them  o£^ 
aad  freeing  the  nation  entirely  from  all  its 
public  debts,  in  a  short  tone ;  for  if  the 
jpeople  should  be  immediate]^  relieved 
from  ttt^  to  the  net  amount  of  800,000/. 
w  a  iniiffibn  per  annum,  it  would  have,  I 
am  coavinced,  such  a  happy  influence 
upon  all  the  branches  of  our  ..trade  and 
manufactures,  especiall^f  if  it  should  be 
attended  with  the  reduction  of  the  fiatural 
mterest  of  money  between  man  and  man, 
wliich  it  necessarily  would,  that  the  net 
F^duce  of  every^  one  of  our  remaining 
fs^es  would  increase  in  jjiroportion  to  the 
iocreaseof  our  trade;  whereBB  if  our  peo- 
p^  continue  subject  to  tH  ^their  present 
taxes,  and  the  present  high'rate  of  interest 
continues,  it  is,  I  fhink,  evident  to  a  de- 
monstration, that  .our  trade  and  manufac- 
taroB  must  yearly  decrease,  and  conse- 
quently the  number  of  our  people  will  be 
^inishc^  yearly,  and  the  rents  of  all  our 
1^  estates  will  sink  gradually,  from 
whence  most  necessarily  ensue  a^  gradual 
««crease  iu  the  produce  of  every  one  of 
^ar  present  tax«;  and  whfti  the  people 
Jnceneral  come  to  feel  these  melancholy 
mt^  I  am  afraid^  all  ^[egard  for  public 


credit  and  national  faith  will  then  be  swal* 
lowed  up  in  the  ruins  of  the  public,  and 
*  Salus  populi  estsuprema  lex'  will  become 
the  general  and  the  only  cry. 

I  am  very  sensible.  Sir,  that  the  reduc« 
tion  of  interest  upon  all  public  securities, 
from  4  to  3  per  cent,  will  fall  heavy  upon, 
and  will  be  grievously  felt  by  those  who 
have  but  small  capitals,  and  who  have  no* 
thing  else  to  trust  to  for  a  subsistence,  but 
that  annuiH^  or  interest  they  have  from 
our  public  funds.  I  have  as  great  a  com* 
passion  for  all  such  persons  as  any  gentle* 
man  of  this  House  can,  or  ought  to  have; 
for  there  can  hardly  beany  public  mischief 
but  what  must  contribute  te  the  advantage, 
perhaps  to  the  subsistence,  of  some  private 
men ;  nor  can  there  be  any  measure  taken 
for  the  public  benefit  but  what  may  be  at* 
tended  with  a  loss  to  some  private  men. 
<Bnt  when  we  are  considering  what  may 
t^^  to  the  good  of  the  nation  in  general, 
w^must  lay  aside  all  compassion  for  par* 
ticular  persons,  so  far  as  it  happens  to  be 
inconsistent  with  the  public  good.  The 
only  regard  we  ought  in  such  cases  to  have, 
is,  not  to  do  a  real  injury  to  any  private 
person ;  and  surely  it  cannot  be  said  to  be 
doing  an  injury  to  any  of  the  public  ere* 
ditors,  to  borrow  money  at  S  per  cent,  in 
order  to  pay  those  ofr  first,  who  are  not 
willing  to  accept  of  such  a  low  interest  as 
the  rest  are  willing  to  accept  of. 

Compassion  therefore.  Sir,  can  be  of  no 
rweight  in  the  present  question ;  but  if  it 
could,  it  mu8t  fall  with  its  greatest  weight 
upon  that  bide  where  the  sufferers  are  the 
most  nuracroui^  and  the  sutierings  the 
.  most  grievous.  By  continuing  the  present 
taxes  and  high  rate  of  interest,  every  mer* 
chant,  every  tradesman,  every  lalH)urer, 
in  sh^rt,  every  person  in  the  kingdom,  will 
sufier  ^verely ;  and  by  the  decay  of  our 
trade  many  will,  in  every  succeeding  year^ 
be  utterly  undone ;  whereas,  by  thereduc* 
tion  of  interest  from  4  to  d  per  cent,  no 
merchant,  no  tradesman,  no  labourer,  aa 
such,  will  suffer,  no  man  will  be  utterly 
undone:  the  only  great' sufferers  will  be 
those  who  can  very  well  bear  it,  I  mean 
our  overgrown  rich  stockholders,  most  of 
whom  do  Dot  near  spend  their  yearly  in* 
come  from  the  funds ;  and  even  as  to  thoso 
who  have  but  small  capitals,  and  have  no* 
tiling  else  to  trust  to  for  a  subsistence,  no 
one  of  them  can  be  utterly  undone ;  for 
many  of  them  will,  without  doubt,  take  their 
money  and  turn  it  into  some  trade  or  busi* 
ness,  which  will  be  an  advantage  to  the 
nation  in  general;   and  those  who  ar^ 
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grown  too  old  fbr  entering  into  any  trade 
or  business,  can  be  exposed  to  no  other 
sufieringy  except  that  of  being  obliged  to 
contract  their  yearlff  expence,  whidi  they 
may  the  more  easuy  do,  because  upon 
abolishing  some  Of  our  roost  heavy  taxes, 
all  die  necessaries,  as  well  as  all  thd  con- 
veniences of  life  must  necessarily  become 
a  great  deal  cheaper  than  they  are  at  pre- 
aent.  From  whence  I  must  ^onclude,  that 
by  the  reduction  of  interest/' a  few  thou- 
*  aands  will  sufier,  or  think  they  suffisr,  by 
their  not  being  able  to  heap  up  riches  so 
fast,  or  to  live  sq  luxuriously  or  conve- 
niently, as  they  might  otherwise  have  done ; 
but  by  continutng  our  taxes,  and  the  pre- 
'  aent  high  rate  of  interest,  millions  will  suf- 
fer, and  hundreds  of  thousands  will  at  last 
be  utterly  Undone ;  and  from  this,  which 
is  certainly  the  true  state  of  the  case,  I 
leave  to  every  gentleman  that  hears  me," 
to  consider,  upon  whidi  side  of  the  ques- 
tion, our  compassion,  even  with  re^ct 
to  private  men^  ought  to  fall  with  its 
greatest  weight. 

But,  Sir,  Uiat  every  sort  of  distress  may 
be  prevented  as  much  as  possible,  and  at 
the  same  tirne^  Uiat  the  public  may  be 
enabled  to  take  every  possible  method  to 
raise  money  for  reducing  the  interest  of  • 
the  public  funds,  or  paying  off  those  who'^ 
will  not  accept  of  a  less  interest  than  they 
have  at  present,  i  think  books  of  suboci^ip- 
tton  should  likewise  be  opened  for  the  sale 
txf  Annuities  for  terms  of  years  to  all  sdrt6 
t>f  persons,  or  for  life  to  such  persons  as 
are  not  fereigners,  nor  under  tne  age  of 
44  or  45,  at  such  rates  as  this  House  shall 
deem  reasonable,  supposing  the  rate  of 
interest  not  to  be  above  3  per  cent.  A6 
the  circumstances,  humours,  and  inclkia^ 
tions  of  mankind  are  various  and  veqr  dif- 
*ferent,  there  may  be  some  persons  who 
jirould  chuse  to  purchase  sucn  Annuities, 
rather  than  to  lend  their  money  at  S  per 
cent*  therefore  the  public  would  certainly 
reap  somie  benefit  nrom  this  alternative; 
«nd  a  great  many  of  ^ose  annuitants  who 
have  but  small  canitals,  and  are  too  far 
advanced  in  years,  ror'^neaging  in  any  sort 
W  trade  or  business,  woukl  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  inci%asing,  instead  of  diminishing 
their  present  yearly  income. 

I  have  now,  Sir,  explained,  as  ftiUy  as  I 
am  able,  the  scKeme  I  have  thought  of  for 
an  immediate  reduction  of  interest  upon  all 
the  South-Sea  Annuities,  and  I  have  given 
you  my  reasons  for  tliinking  it  practicable ; 
but  suppose  I  should  be  disappointed; 
suppose  thaty  i^poa  opening  such  books  of 


subscription  as  I  have  mentioned,  no  man 
riionkl  come  in  to  subscribe  either  stock 
or  money  at^an  interest  of  S  per  cent. 
what  harm  can  ensue  either  to  the  public 
or  to  any  private  man?    The  annuitanta 
Will  remain  vEpon  the  same  footing  the j 
were  on  before  this  proposition  was  men- 
tioned, or  the  scheme  attempted:   they 
will  continue  to  enjoy  their  4  per  cent, 
interest  till  the  Parliament  can  pay  them 
off;  and  if  it  be  an  advantage  not  to  be 
soon  paid  off,  the  price  of  their  Annuities 
will  rather  rise  than  fall,  upoh  its  being 
made  apparent  to  the  worid,  by  an  experi- 
ment, ttiat  the  Pariiament  has  no  !way  of 
paying  them  off  bat  by  the  regular  appli- 
cation of  the  Sinking-Ftmd.    Then  as  to  I 
the  public,  I  cannot  so  much  as  suggest  to 
myself  any  prejudice  that  can  ensue  from 
the  total  misgiving  of  this  scheme;   fo^ 
surely  nif  man  can  have  the  worse  opinion 
of  our  management,  on  account  of  out 
endeavouri^  to  borrow  money  at  3  per 
cent,  in  ordS  to  pay  off  those  debts  fbt 
which  we  pay  4 ;  but  on  the  contrary,  if 
are  should  make  no  sueh  attempt,  wheti 
there  is  such  a  probability  of  our  meeting^ 
atjeast^with  some  success,  it  will,  in  my 
opinion,  make  the  w^c^  world  conceive  a 
bad  opinion  of  our  conduct,  which  can  tio 
way  add  to  our  credit  (  B|)d  it  will  make 
the  whole  aadon  believe,  that  the  interest 
of  the  public  creditors  in  particular  has  got, 
by  feome  unjustifiable  means,  a  greater  itt* 
fluence  ih  this  House,  than  the  interest  of 
|he  nation  jn  general ;  if  such  an  opinion 
should  prevail,  the  consequences  might  be 
fatal  to  the  principal  as  well  as  tne  interest 
of  our  public  debts;  for  from  such  an  opU 
nion  the  pec^le  would  naturally  conclude, 
that  they  must  for  ever  be  loaded  with 
heavy  taxes,  in  order  that  the  public  (Cre- 
ditors might  enjay  a  hiah  interest^  and  thet 
either  the  nation  or  me  public  creditors 
must  be  utterly  undone.    In  such  a  dilem- 
ma it  is  easy  to  see  which  side  the  people 
would  chuse ;  and  an  enraged  people  have 
seldom  any  gHat  regard  either  to  public 
credit  or  .public  faidi. 

This  is  a  qonsequehce.  Sir,  which  I 
dread  to  mention,  wHidi  I  dread  to  think 
of;  but  it  is  a  consenoetice,  which,  in  my  ' 
opinion,  is  unavoidable,  unless  some  mea- 
sures be  speedily  taken  for  retj^icing  the 
interest,  and  for  easing  the  people  of  some 
of  those  heavy  taxes  t«  which  they  have  so 
long  in  vain  Gompltined.  There  are  many 
of  the  public'creditors,  I  know,  who  se^m 
highly  displeased  with  me,  for  making  any 
sort  of  pr^KMiit|Dii  towards  redadng  the 


»] 


Ji^  Mi  ReducHim  ^Inkrea* 


A.  D.  1757. 


[M 


loteKit  (Mt^aUe  iq^  9&y  of  the  public 
fbnds ;  but  I  can  with  th^  utmost  ain^erit^ 
dfdare,  that  my  tuniing  my  thoughts  this 
•ay,  procee^^  from  a  regard  for  them,  a^ 
veil  as  from  a  n^ard  for  my  country ;  and 
if  the  sdkeme  I  have  now  proposed,  or 
uoie  such  a  ooe,  bo  not  speedily  put  in 
necutioa, lam  fuUy  convmiced  they  will 
k  a  fev  yeais  have  reason  to  wish  my 
icberae  bad  loot  with  sucoesa,  and  wiU  then 
acknowledge  their  being  obliged  to  m^  for 
kring  eodeavourod  to  prevent  their  im« 
pending  ruin.  At  present  I  am  very  easy 
about  what  som^  of  them  mgy  say  or  think ; 
for  I  shall  always  direct  npy  conduct  in 
this  House  by  that  which,  in  my  own  con- 
KieDce,  I  think  just  and  right,  without  any 
regard  to  the  fidse  Jesses  which  some  peo- 
ple, froqi  selfish  motives,  or  mistaken  no- 
tions, may  put  upon  It.  Truth,  will  always 
at  last  appear  in  its  foil  splendor;  and  as  I 
am  con?inded  what  I  have  now  explained 
to  jou,  jrill  contribute  towards  the  good  of 
the  public,  uid  consequcjntly  towards  the 
true  interest  cf  the  creditors  of  the  public, 
at  least  of  such  of  them  as  ace  natives  of 
Great  Britain,  imd  for  that  reason  must 
l^e  an  interest  in,  and  may,  I  hope,  be 
supposed  to  have  a  r^ard  for,  every  thing 
that  can  contribute  to  the  happiness  of 
GrAt  Britain;  therefore  I  shall  conclude 
with  Diaking  this  motion,  that  his  Majesty 
be  enabled  to  faise  money  either  by  sale 
of  Annuities  for  years  or  lives,  at  such  rates 
as  diouid  be  prescribed,  or  by  borrowing 
«tan  mterest  not  exceeding  3  per  cent,  to 
he  {nplied  towards  redeeming  Old  and 
Ne«'  South-Sea  Annuities;  and  that  such 
of  the  annuitants  as  should  be  inclined  to 
si^ribe  their  respective  Annuities  should 
be  prefeired  to  all  others.* 

To  this  it  wa^  answered  In  subs^ce  as 

loBows: 

Sir;  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  find  my- 
Klf  Mnder  a  necessity  of  opposing  the 


*  "  This  motion  oecasionad  Jong  debates, 
h  vu  principaUy  defended  by  the  landed,  and 
'csistalby  the  monied  interest^bnd  the  minisi* 
^'8  fricndwrere  divided.  The  House  did 
^  appear  inSliDtd  to  adog^t  any  specific  de- 
t^niUDation,;  tome  of  those  who  were  averse 
totbfeiDcasore,  declared  themselves  incapable 
of  ^riog  their  opinion,  without  due  reflection 
jjwi  more  ioformation*  They  moved,  there- 
fa^  that  Ae  farther  consideration  should  be 
^^^md  till  Ihat  day  se'nnight,  which  was 
B^d  to  without  opposition.  This  point  be- 
^canjed,  the  adrentaries  of  the  Bill  made 
«i»lbet  a&rt,  which  was  attepdcd  with  suc- 


Schfme  now  laid  before  you^  I  am  per^ 
suaded  the  hon.  gentleman  would  neither 
have  thought  of  it,  nor  proposed  it,  if  he 
had  not  imagined  it  would  contribute  botb 


It  bad  bean  urged  as  an  objection,  that 
a  considerable  part  of  the  South  8ea  Annoiiiea 
belonged  to  widows  ai»d  orphans,  and  to  per- 
sons who  were  proprietors  of  small  sunis :  tbisi 
su^estiou  h^d  a  great  effect  upon  the  House. 
Wming  therefore  to  take  advantage  of  this  im- 
pression, they  moved  on  the  foTloiving  day, 
that  an  account  should  belaid  before  the  House, 
of  the  quantity  of  Old  and  New  Soutli  Sea  An- 
nnity  9tooh,  bold^n  by  any  execntors,  admi-v 
nistsators,  or  trustees ;  wbiofa  accounts  wei» 
presented  on  the  egsuiag  Fridav. 

**  Hitbarto  the  minister  tooK  no  puhlie  part, 
either  Iqr  or  against  the  scheme  ;  aJthnugh  ha. 
was  generally  supposed  to  be  inclined  in  ita 
favour.  But  from  this  period  be  was  dates*, 
mined  to  oppose  it,  though  be  thought  it  piu«« 
deal  to  act  with  circujnapection,  as  maaji 
niembera,  who  wera  personally  attached  ta 
him,  favoured  the  measure.  In  this  situatioA 
the  minister  had  watched  the  progress  of  poUia 
opinion,  and  found  it  decidedly  averse  to  tiMa 
proposal,  which  excited  the  oaost  violaat  cja- 
mours  amopg  the  proprietors  of  the  Awds." 
Coze's  Walpole. 

During  the  adjonrnuient  of  the  business,  Ih^ 
muiisterial  papers  were  filled  with  objections  ta 
the  measure,  and  the  foUowing  Penspiquoufl^ 
Statement  exposing  its  inexpediency,  ap- 
peared inthe  nhitehall  Evening  Post,  which 
was  either  drawn  up  by  the  minister  htmself, 
or  approved  by  him. 

<«  As  I  can  by  no  means  approve  of  the 
scheme,  puUisbed  in  ^our  paper  of  Saturda  j 
last,  for  redttchig  the  interest  of  the  national 
debt  to  3  per  cent.  I  shall,  for  the  sake  a£ 
those  who  are  not  acquainted  with  oalculationai 
of  this  kind,  make  a  fev  obsernations  on  th^ 
proposed  meUiod  of  reduction,  that  such  pro- 
prietors of  the  public  funds  may  see  how  fas 
their  lutarcsts  are  like  to  be  afiected  by  it. 
And)  in  the  first  pbMse,  1  observe,  that  the^ 
aoouities  proposed  for  certain  terms  of  yeafs- 
are  calculated  at  compound  ioterest,  aUoving 
the  annuitants  3  per  cent,  for  their  money, 
and  the  surplus  of  the  annuity  is  to  reimburse 
them  their  purchase  money  at  the  same  rate 
oflnterest. 

<<  To  explain  this,  I  shall  fix  upon  the  first*' 
annuity  proposed,  which  is  4  per  cent,  for  4r 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  the  capital  is  to  ba » 
annihilated.  By  this  proposal  the  purehasar 
is  to  receive  3  per  cent,  interest,  and  the  re- 
maining 1  per  cent,  is  to  reimburse  the  pur-, 
chase  money  in  the  term  proposed  at  compound 
^interest;  but  I  cannot  thmk  this  a  fair  method 
of  computation  in  the  present  case ;  for,  al» 
though  '\\  be  true,  that  1/.  per  annum,  will,  in 
47  years,  amount  to  100/.  at.  compound  in* 
terest ;  yet  it  is  highly  improbable,  if  not  ina- 
possiblst  that  interest  upon  i^iterest,  or  indeed 
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to  the  good  of  the  public,  and  the  good  of 
tiie  creditors ;  but  as  I  think  it  will  tend  to  the 
prejudice  of  both,  I  am  therefore,  for  the 
same  reasons,  obliged  to  oppose  it.  I  wish 
with  all  my  heart  we  were  in  a  condition 
to  pay  o(t,  honourably  and  fairly,  all  the 
debts  due  by  the  public,  and  to  give  the 
people  an  immediate  relief  from  all  those 
taxes  which  are  appropriated  to  the  pay- 
ment of  principal  and  interest ;  but  as  it  is 
impossible  to  ao  this  at  once,  as  there  is  no 
way  of  paying  off  our  debts,  or  abolishing 


any  interest  at  all,  should  be  made  of  such 
sraall  sums  for  47  years  running,  as  must  be 
dnoe,  to  raise  the  sum  advanced  ;  and  there- 
fore suoli  a  method  of  calculation  must  be  fal- 
lacious, and  nothing  but  the  surplus  of  the  an« 
ttuity  can  be  safely  relied  on  for  reimburse- 
ment of  the  purchase  money;  and  then  it  will 
be  evident  to  the  meanest  capacity,  that  if  the 
annuitants  are  allowed  3  per  cent,  for  their 
purchase  money,  tbey  will,  at  the  end  of  47 
years,  have  received  no  more  than  47  per  cent, 
of  their  principal ;  and  in  all  the  other  cases 
the  purchasers  of  the  proposed  annuities  will 
be  considerable  losers ;  only  it  is  to  be  observed, 
that  the  shorter  the  term  is,  the  less  the  loss 
will  be :  for  if  the  annuity  be  7  per  cent,  for  10 
years,  the  purchasers  will  receive  back  76  per 
cent,  and  if  10  per  cent,  be  allowed  for  13 
years,  they  will  receive  back  84  per  cent,  of 
their  principal  money  :  the  reason  of  which  is 
rery  obvious  to  those  who  know,  that  com- 
pound interest  is  a  series  of  geometi'ic  pro- 
gression. 

*•  Secondly,  I  observe,  that  if,  out  of  any  of 
the  proposed  annuities,  there  is  annually  re<« 
■erved  a  sum  sufficient  to  reimburse  the 
purchase  money,  the  annuitants  will  not  re- 
ceive an  interest  of  2  per  cent,  upon  their 
principal.  And  for  the  proof  of  this,  I  shall 
only  ttfke  notice  of  the  two  extremes  and 
middle  term  in  the  annuities  proposed  \  by 
which  it  will  appear,  that  if  9/.  out  of  4/.  he 
reserved  for  47  years,  it  will  raise  no  mote  than 
94i.  and  if  5i.  out  of  7/.  be  reserved  for  19 
years,  it  will  amount  to  no  more  than  9bL  and 
e/.  out  of  10/.  for  12  years,  will  ^ive  only  96/. 

'<  Thirdly,  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the 
method  proposed  will  not  enable  the  parlia- 
ment to  give  immediate  ease  to  bis  Majesty's 
subjects,  by  taking  off  some  of  the  taxes  which 
are  most  burtbenaome  to  the  poor,  and  espe- 
daUy  to  the  manufacturers:  for  by  the  first  pro- 
posal, the  same  annual  interest  which  is  now. 
paid,  viz.  4  per  «ent.  is  to  be  continued  for  47 
years ;  and  consequently  the  taxes  by  which 
that  interest  is  raised  must  be  continued  for  that 
term,  which  will  give  but  small  relief  to  the 
present  generatkm.  And  in  alt  the  otbei-  cases, 
the  annual  interest  must  beaugmente<^  inst^d 
of  beinsr  redueed ;  for  if  the  proprietors  <»f 
10,000,000/.  of  the  public  debts  could  be  sup- 
folwAM  accept  ai^  of  thcee  annuities  upon  the 


our  taxes  but  by  degrees,  by  means  of  th  e 
Sinkiag-Fund ;  and  as  this  is  a  certain  way 
of  paying  off,  in  a  few  years,  all  our  debts, 
and  freeing  the  people  from  almost  all  those 
taxes,  which  hare  been  made  perpetual  b  j 
parliament,.  I  shall  always  be  fearful  of 
coming  inta  any  scheme  which  may  dis- 
turb, and  perhaps  entirely  disappoint  that 
certain  and  regular  metJiod  we  are  now 
in,  whatever  plausible  appearances  it  may 
have  at  first  view. 

To  reduce  the  Interest  payable  upon  all 

terms  proposed,  the  annual  interest  must  thca 
be  increased  in  the  Ibl lowing  manner ;  viz. 

For  31    Years  •    -  200,000  per  Ann* 

f3}  Years  •     -  400,000 
9    Years  -     -  6bo,000 

16    Years  -     ^  800,000 

13J  Years  -     1,000,000 

12  Years  -  1,200,000 
**  Fourthly,  I  observe,  That  the  other  part 
ot  the  scheme,  which  relates  to  annuities  upon 
lives,  is  liable  to  the  same  objection  r  for  if  the 
proposed  annuities  are  taken  at  a  medium  of 
8|  per  cent,  and  the  lives  are  supposed  at  a 
medium  to  continue  18  years  (which  very 
nearly  celncides  with  the  rules  laid  dowa  for 
finding  the  number  of  years  due  to  any  given 
life)  then  it  will  be  evident  that  a  further  in« 
terest  of  4^  per  cent,  must  be  raised  to  ^j 
such  annuities,  which  will  q|ure  than  double 
the  present  annual  interest. 

''  Fifthly,   It  is  to  be  observed,  that  thie 
scheme  is  not  calculate<l  for  the  good  of  the 
whole,  but,  according  to  the  old  proverb,  to  rob 
Peter  to  pay  Paul,  or,  to  remove  the  burthen 
from  one  part  of  the  community,  and  lay  it 
upon  anbtner,  and  upon  that  part  too  which 
hath  already  contributed  no  less  than  six  shil- 
lings and  eight- pence  in  the  pound  towards 
lessening  the  public  debts.    I  am  unwilling^  to 
charge  tne  author  with  an  intention  to  oppress 
the  proprietors  of  the  public  funds,  thou^^b  his 
scheme  manifestly  tends  to  it :  biit  why  does 
his  tenderness  lie  all  on  one  side  J  Is  there  no 
part  of  it  due  to  thoee  widows  and  orphans, 
who  have  no  other  way  of  subsistence,  bu^the . 
income  of  small  fortunes  in  government  secu- 
rities ?  For  my  part,  I  cannot  perceive  the  ho- 
nesty or  polic}(  of  easing  one  |iart  of  the  com- 
munity,  by  distressing  another ;  neither  can  I 
iip])reneno  anytlhrisdom  or  justice  in  making 
invidious  distinctions  between  tly^  landeil  and 
roonied  interest,  since  it  is  in  a  ^reat  measure 
owing  to  those,  who' ventured  their/fortunes  in 
the  public  funds,  that  the  Protestant  part  of 
this  nation  have  any  lands  or  liberties  left*    I 
do  therefore  hope  thit  their  present  interest 
will  not  be  lessened  ;  but  if  nothing  else  will 
serve,  I  am  persuaded  I  can  propose  a  way  of 
doing  it  that  will  be  the  least  mjiirious  to  them 
of  any  that  can  be  thjuight  of,  which,  if  called 
i^pouy  1  am  ready  ta  publish." 
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«r  any  part  of  our  public  debts,  and  there- 
by to'  add  to  the  yeariy  produce  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  or  to  enable  ub  to  annihilate 
a  part  of  it,  by  abolishing  some  of  our  most 
keavy  taxes,  u  a  project.  Sir,  which  at  first 
I    T^ir' seems  migfity  alluring.    In  ptivate 
I    life,  a  gentleman  whohad  a  large  nor^ace 
ttpon  his  estate,  would  think  himself  highly 
i)bl%ed  to  a  man  who  should  oiler  to  put 
Mm  in  a  way  of  reducing  the  interest  pay- 
able upon  that  mortgage,  in  order  to  enable 
)um  to  live  better  than  he  did  before,  or  to 
pay  o9r  the  mortgage,  and  clear  his  estate 
sooner  than  he  could  otherwise  do ;  but  if, 
upon  examining  this  project,  he  should  find 
reason  to  beliere,  he  might  be  disappointed 
as  to  die  raising  of  asulBcient  sum  at  a  less 
interest,  and  that  the  attempt  would  cer- 
tainly exasperate  ail  his  old  creditors,  and 
excite  every  one  of  them  to  file  bills  of  fore- 
domre  against  him,  b^  which  his  estate 
might  be  brought  to  immediate  sale  at  a 
bad  market,  and  he  and  his  family  brought 
fo  utter  perdition;    he    might,  perhaps, 
thank  his  friend  for  his  kind  oflier,  but 
sorely  he  would  be  a  madman,  if  he  shoukl 
embrace  it,  or  openly  attempt  to  carry  the 
project  into  execution.    This  I  take  to  be 
our  case  at  present ;  but  before  I  endeavour 
to  shew  the  probability,  or  the  danger  of 
our  bciing  disappointed,  I  shall  beg  leave 
to  consider  a  litUe  what  the  hon.  gentle- 
man has  said  about  the  interest  of  money 
and  the  influence  it  has  upon  our  trade, 
raano&ctures,  and  navigation,  and  upon 
the  improvement  of  our  land  estates. 

I  shall  agree  with  him.  Sir,  That  in  a 
cotmtry  where  the  interest  of  money  is  at 
too  high  a  rate,  there  can  be  little  or  no 
trade,  or  improvement  of  land ;  because  it 
it  a  certain  sign,  there  is  little  or  no  money 
ia  that  country ;  and  without  money  no 
sort  of  trade  can  be  carried  on,  nor  an^ 
land  improvements  made :  but,  I  hope,  it 
win  likewise  be  granted,  that  the  interest 
of  money  may  be  too  low  as  well  as  too 
high;  for  those  who  have  more  money 
than  they  can  employ  in  any  trade  or  bu- 
feineas,  ought  to  be  auowed  to  make  some 
profit  by  lending  it ;  in  order  to  tempt 
them  not  to  hoard,  or  to  hide  their  talents 
in  the  earth ,  but  to  lend  them  to  those  who 
can  employ  them  to  advantage  in  some 
sort  of  trade  or  business;  and  the  hopes  of 
getting  a  moderate  interest  or  profit  for 
money,  will  always  be  a  great  incitement 
to  men  of  all  ranks  and  conditions,  to  get 
and  to  save  as  much  as  they  can.  Wnat 
do  men  engage  in  trade  for?  What  do 
they  toil  ana  fatiguei  and  save  for,  during 
tVOLuX.] 


the  greatest  pArt  of  their  lives,  but  to  pro* 
vide  a  comfortable  and  easy  subsistence 
and  relief  for  the  infirmities  of  old  age  ? 
And  af^er  they  have  done  so,  what  do 
they  continue  their  toil  and  their  saving 
for,  but  to  satisfy  their  ambition  by  esta- 
blishing and  enriching  their  fiimilies?  If 
they  could  make  little  or  no  use  of  their 
money  after  they  have  got  it  and  saved  it, 
no  man  would  toil,  no  man  would  carry  on 
any  trade  or  manufacture  farther  than  was 
absolutely  necessary  for  his  daily  and  im* 
mediate  subsistence.  Therefore  to  en- 
courage men  to  engage  in  trade,  or  to  lend 
their  money  to  those  that  will,  to  encou- 
rage men  to  get  and  to  save  money,  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  leave  them  in  a 
condition  of  receiving  some  profit  or  benefit 
from  their  money  after  they  have  got  it  and, 
saved  it ;  and  this  profit  must  be  great  or 
small  according  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  country  where  they  are,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  humour  and  inclinations  of  the  ^ 
people  among  whom  that  profit  is  to  be 
settled  or  regulated. 

A  very  low  rate  of  interest  for  money. 
Sir,  is  so  far  from  being  the  origin  or  first 
cause  of  a  flourishing  trade,  that  a  fiou<* 
rishing  trade  is  always  the  cause  of  a 
low  rate  of  interest ;  and  in  every  coun- 
try, their  trade  must  have  flourished 
for  some  considerable  time  before  the 
rate  of  interest  in  that  country  can  be 
brought  very  low.  The  first  origin  of  trade 
in  every  country  is  owing  to  a  well-re- 
lated constitution,  and  a  prudent  admini- 
stration of  public  affiiirs,  wnich  advanta^s ' 
may  be  very  much  improved  by  concurring 
accidents.  In  this  country,  before  the 
reiffn  of  Henry  7,  though  our  constitution 
had  a  face  of  liber^,  yet  that  liberty  was 
almost  entirely  confined  to  the  noble  and 
great  families,  under  whom  most  of  the 
Commons  liv^  in  a  sort  of  bondage  or  de- 
pendence ;  so  that  our  constitution,  though 
free,  was  not  very  well  adapted  to  the  en- 
couragement of  trade ;  and  the  continual 
wars  we  were  engaged  in  from  the  con- 
quest till  that  time,  made  the  spirit  of  the 
nation  run  more  upon  the  arts  of  war  thaA 
of  peace ;  but  that  wise  king  having  very 
much  broke  the  power  and  the  influence  ' 
of  our  noble  famuies,  and  established  the 
rights  and  privilegjBS  of  the  Commons,  our  ' 
trade  began  even  in  his  reign  to  rear  its  head, 
and  the  wise  and  long  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth  establisKed  what  her  father  and 
grandfather  had  begun ;  for  m  her  reign, 
which  upon  this  occasion  ought  to  be  par- 
ticularly remarked,  our  trMe  flourishtd ' 
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more,  and  increased  faster,  than  it  ever  did 
in  any  the  iike  period  before  or  since, 
though  the  interest  of  money  was  then  at 
10  per  cent,  at  which  rate  it  continues  till 
the  21st  of  James  1,  wh^n  it  was  brought 
down  to  8;  and  at  that  rate  it  continued 
till  after  the  restoration,  when  it  was  re- 
duced to  6  per  cent,  from  whence  it  is 
plain  the  establishment  and  prosperity  of 
trade  do  not  proceed  from  a  low  rate  of  in- 
terest, but  that  a  low  rate  of  interest  pro- 
ceeds from  the  establishment,  and  prospe- 
lity  of  trade;  and  the  common  rate  of  in- 
.terest  having  ever  since  been  upon  the  de- 
cline, is  to  me  a  convincing  proof,  that  our 
trade  has  been  ever  since  that  time  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  and^  increasing  daOy 
rather  than  decreasin^j^. 

For  this  reason,  Sir,  I  must  think  it  a 
little  odd  to  hear  some  gentlemen  pretend 
our  trade  is  now,  and  has  been  for  some 
years  in  a  declining  state,  and  yet  at  the 
same  time  insist,  that  within  these  10  years 
the  interest  of  money  has  sunk  from  4  to  3 
per  cent,  for  I  must  observe  that  this  pre- 
tended fall  of  interest  is  greater  in  propor- 
tion than  what  happened  in  thatlong  and  for 
the  most  part  happy  period  of  time,  from 
the  37th  of  Heni^  8,  to  the  21st  of  James 
1,  the  former  bemg  one  fourth,  whereas 
the  latter  was  but  one  fifth.  Purely  if  our 
trade  had  been  upon  the  decline,  our  na- 
tional stock  of  ready  money  would  have  di- 
minished in  proportion ;  and  if  our  stock 
of  ready  money  had  been  diminished,  the 
certain  consequence  wodd  have  been,  an 
increase  of  the  natural  interest  of  money. 
Therefore,  either  our  trade  is  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition,  or  the  natural  interest  of 
money  must  be  higher  than  it  was  10  years 
a^o.  If  our  trade  be  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition, it  would  be  dangerous,  and  conse- 
quently imprudent,  to  take  any  new  mea- 
sure for  rendering  it  more  flourishing,  lest 
that  new  measure  should  have  a  contrary 
effect ;  and  if  the  natural  interest  of  money 
be  higher  than  it  was  10  years  ago,  it  will 
be  impossible  for  us  to  reduce  the  interest 
payable  upon  any  of  the  public  funds,  with- 
out fraud  or  compulsion ;  neither  of  which 
we  can  make  use  of,  without  a  breach  of 
national  honour  and  parliamentary  faith. 

But  I  am  convinced,  Sir,  our  trade  is 
still  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  I  am  of 
opinion  a  further  reduction  of  interest,  un- 
less the  circumstances  of  the?  nation 
should  very  much  alter,  will  tend  towards 
a  thorough  change,  ratlier  than  improve- 
ment of  that  condition.  The  present  rate 
<lf  interest  is  so  low,  it  can  no  way  Injure 


our  trade ;  for  in  this  country,  as  well  as 
every  other,  most  men  will  cheerfully  en- 
gage in  and  carry  on  any  branch  of  trade, 
if  uiey  can  make  but  one  or  two  per  cent* 
net  profit  of  their  money-  in  that  trade^ 
more  than  thej  can  make  by  lending  their 
money  out  at  mterest.  We  are  not  to  pre- 
sume people  put  a  higher  value  upoi^ 
their  labour  and  their  trouble,  in  this 
country,  than  they  do  in  Holland,  because 
the  rate  of  interest  is  higher  here  than 
tliere ;  if.  there  is  any  difference,  it  must 
proceed  from  the  different  nature  of  the 
people,  and  not  from  the  difference  of  in- 
terest ;  and  as  the  difference  of  interest  is 
not  above  one  per  cent,  it  can  give  them 
no  advantage  in  trade,  at  least  not  such  an 
advantage  as  can  be  equal  to  the  many  ad- 
vantages we  have  in  other  respects  QTer 
them. 

I  am  therefore  of  opmion.  Sir,  that  our 
present  rate  of  interest  can  no  wav  injure 
our  trade ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  tnat  it  is 
no  more  than  what  seems  necessary  in  this 
kingdom,  for  prompting  our  people  to  en- 
gage in  trade  and  to  l^e  industrious ;  be- 
cause by  so  doing  they  may  probablv  pet 
such  a  sum  of  money  as  may,  by  being 
laid  out  at  interest,  nSord  them  a  comfort- 
able subsistence,  when  they  are  old  and 
past  their  labour ;  which  is  what  very  few 
could  expect,  if  the  interest  of  money  wero 
much  lower  than  it  is  at  present ;  and  if  9 
man  should  in  his  ^outh  despair  of  ever 
being  able  to  provide  a  comfortable  sub- 
sistence for  old  age,  he  would  never  think, 
of  saving,  he  would  think  only  of  getting 
as  much  as  was  necessary  for  his  dauy  sub- 
sistence, and  would  never  engage  either  in 
labour  or  trade  further  than  he  found  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  that  purpose,  ac- 
cording to  the  frugal  or  extravagant  man« 
ner  he  chose  to  live  in. 

To  this  I  must  add  another  considera- 
tion, for  shewine  that  the  interest  ofmo* 
ney  may  be  too  low,  and  that  is,  the  great 
encouragement  which  is  thereby  given  to 
luxury  and  extravagance;  for  as  too 
high  an  interest  encourages  the  luxury 
and  extravagance  of  the  lender,  too 
low  an  interest  will  always  encourages  the 
luxury  and  extravagance  of  those  who 
have  cither  credit  or  pledge  upon  which 
they  can  borrow.  Therefore,  I  must  think 
it  is  not  a  very  low  interest,  but  a  mode- 
rate interest,  that  is  the  parent  both  of  in- 
dustry and  frugality  ;  and  what  ought  to 
be  called  a  moderate  interest  in  any 
country,  must  depend  upon  the  circum* 
stances,  the  humours,  and  the  inclinatioas 
of  the  people* 
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From  these  considerations  I  am  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  lowering  of  interest  would 
be  hortful  mstead  of  being  beneficial  to 
oar  trade ;  and  I  may,  I  think,  declare  my 
opinion  the  more  boldly,  because,  I  findf, 
the  famous  Mr.  Locke  was  of  the  same 
opinion,  and  was  therefore  against  the 
lowering  of  interest  in  his  time,  though  it 
iras  Uien  at  six  per  cent.  For  a  project 
baring  been  offered,  in  the  year  1691,  for 
reducing  the  national  interest,  in  order  to 
enable  the  government  to  borrow  money 
at  an  easier  rate  for  tlie  expences  of  the 
war,  that  great  man  wrote  a  pamphlet 
against  it,  which  is  still  extant,  ana  re- 
piifinted  with  hb  other  works.  But  as  the 
tow  rate  of  interest  in  Holland  has  been 
much  insisted  on,  and  represented  as  a 
great  advaxtfage  they  have  over  us  in 
tiade^  it  Jays  me  under  a  necessity  of  con- 
adenng  the  difference  b(etween  what  may 
be  called  a  moderate  interest  in  one  coun- 
tnr,  and  that  which  may  be  called  a  mo- 
rate  interest  in  another ;- which,  as  I  have 
said,  depends  not  only  on  the  circum- 
stances, but  the  humours  and  inclinations 
of  the  people. 

In  Uoiland  thej^  have  little  or  no  land, 
their  chief  fund  is  money ;  and  as'  their 
rich  men  have  little  or  no  other  riches 
but  money,  there  can  be  few  or  no  bor- 
rowers amcmg  them,  but  such  as  have  a 
mind  to  employ  it  in  trade ;  for  a  rich 
extxanragant  man,  whose  riches  consist 
only  in  mon^,  can  have  no  occasion  to 
bcHTow;  as  long  as  his  money  lasts,  he 
makes  use  of  it  for  supplying  his  ex- 
tizvagance,  and  when  his  money  is  gone, 
he  has  neither  pledge  nor  credit  whereon 
to  borrow ;  therefore  no  extravagant  men 
can  be  borrowers  in  Holland,  and  a^nan 
who  borrows  money  to  be  employed  in 
tiade,  neither  can  nor  will  give  a  high 
interest  for  it.  On  the  other  hand,  m  this 
coimtry,  our  chief  fund  is  land,  which 
must  always  be  the  occasion  of  Our  hav- 
ing a  great  number  of  borrowers,  who 
bwrow  money  only  for  supplying  their 
own  extravagance,  or  for  atomng  for  the 
extravagance  of  their  ancestors ;  for  every 
ianded  man  who  is  extravagant,  or  who  suc- 
ceeds to  an  extravagant  ancestor,  is  long  a 
horrower,  and  perhaps  for  large  sums,  be- 
fore be  becomes  a  seller.  From  hence  we 
p»7  see,  that  the  natural  interest  of  money 
|q  this  kingdom  must  always  exceed  that 
in  Holland,  till  auch  time  as  the  total  value 
of  our  money  estates  exceed  the  total  value 
^  our  land  estates,  as  far  as  the  former 
exceeds  the  latter  ia  Holland.    Therefore, 


from  this  difference  in  our  circumstances, 
four  per  cent,  may  be  a  very  moderate 
rate  of  interest  in  this  kingdom,  and  yet 
three  per  cent  may  be  an  extravagant  rate 
in  Holland. 

Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  humours  and  incli- 
nations of  the  people,  it  must  be  granted, 
that  our  people  neither  do,  nor  can  live  so 
penuriously,  as  the  generality  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Holland  do ;  therefore  a  Dutchman 
may  live,  as  he  may  think,  comfortably 
upon  three  per  cent,  for  his  money,  where- 
as no  man  of  this  country  would  propose 
to  live  upon  such  a  sum,  unless  he  could 
have  four  per  cent,  for  it  at  least.    For 
this  reason  f\n  inter(?st  of  three  per  cent, 
in  Holland  may  be  sufficient  for  prompt- 
ing their  people  to  engage  in  trade,  and  to 
get  and  save  as  much  as  tliey  can  by  their 
industry,  in  order  to  provide  for  old  age 
and  infirmities;  and  yet  four  per  cent,  may 
be  the  least  that  is  necessary  for  the  same 
purposes,  with  respect  to  the  people  of 
this  country.    And  with  regard  to  those 
who  are  apt  to  borrow  in  osder  to  sup« 
ply  their  extravagancies,  I  have  already 
shewn  there  can  be  few  or  none  such  in 
Holland ;  therefore,  with  them  there  is  in 
this  way  no  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  lowness  of  their  interest ;  but  in 
this  country,  we  have  in  this  way  a  good 
deal  to  apprehend,  if  we  should  ever  re- 
duce our  interest  too  low.    Thus  it  must 
appear,  that  if  lowness  of  interest  be  an 
advantage  in  trade,  it  is  a  natural  advan- 
tage the  Dutch  have  from  die   circum- 
stances of  their  country,  and  from  the 
nature  of  their  people :  and  that  it  is  an 
advantage  we  cannot  take  from  them,  with- 
out doing  ourselves  an  injury  of  a  worse 
consequence  in  another  way ;  but  for  this 
very  reason  we  have  many  advantages 
over  them,  and  such  as  greatly  over-ba- 
lance this  one  advantage  they  Have  of  us. 
From  our  lands  we  have,  or  may  have,  pro- 
visions sufficient  for  all  our  workmen,  \and 
almost  all  the  matei'ials  necessary  for  any 
sort  of  manufacture,  from  the  first  produc- 
tion of  nature  to  the  utmost  perfection  of 
art ;  whereas  they  have  within  themselves 
neither  the  materials  for  any  manufacture, 
nor  provisions  for  any  of  their  workmen, 
so  that  both  must  come  dearer  to  them, 
by  at  least  the  freight,  and  other  charges 
of  transporting  them  from  one  country  to 
another.      And  from  the  nature  of  our 
people,  we  have  likewise  an  advantage ; 
for  as  our  people  live  better,  they  work 
with  greater  spirit  and  more  alacrity  tlian 
their  people  caa  do,  and  consequently. 


103] 


10  GEOllOE  IL 


Dehaie  an  Sir  John  BamareFs  Scheme 


[104 


must  do  a  great  deal  n^ore  work  in  a  day's 
time.  Let  us,  therefore^  think  of  improv- 
ing thor,e  advantages  nature  has  given  us; 
for  if  H-e  neglect  them,  in  order  to  catch 
at  those  which  nature  has  given  to  others, 
we  shall  lose  the  bird  in  hand,  by  endea- 
vouring tor  catch  at  that  in  the  bush. 

As  to  our  neighbours  the  French,  I  am 
surprized  to  hear  it  said  they  have  any  ad- 
vantage over  us,  with  regard  to  the  interest 
of  money.  The  lesal  rate  of  interest  in 
that  country  is  as  high  as  it  is  in  this;  and 
the  natural  interest  of  money,  at  least  upon 
their  public  securities,  is,  I  am  sure,  much 
higher.  Nor  have  they  any  natural  advan- 
tage in  trade  over  us  worth  mentioning, 
except  that  of  the  frugal  and  penurious 
temper  of  their  people,  especially  their  la- 
bourers and  manufacturers,  for  Uie  freight 
of  a  ship'from  any  port  in  England  to  Spain 
or  Turkey,  is  very  near  as  cheap  as  nrom 
any  port  of  France,  at  least  the  difference 
can  have  no  infiuence  upon  a  rich  car^o ; 
and  if  it  could,  the  expence  of  carrying 
their  goods  to  their  port  for  export,  is 
gener^ly  much  higher  in  France  than  in 
tlnglandf,  which  will  more  than  atone  for 
any  difference  there  may  be  in  the  freight: 
.and  for  the  same  reason  a  quantity  of 
Spanish  wool  may  always  come  cheaper 
to  the  manufacturer  in  England,  than  the 
same  quantity  can  come  to  tlie  manufac- 
turer in  France.  But  then,  as  to  the  ad- 
vantages we  have  over  them,  they  are  in- 
numerable, and  the  single  one  of  our  wool, 
is  such  a  one  as  we  may,  by  proper  care 
and  diligence,  make  insurmountaole ;  for 
the  more  careful  and  diligent  we  are  in 
preventing  its  exportation,  the  greater  the 
risk  of  exporting  it  will  be,  and  the  greater 
the  risk,  the  higher  its  price  will  be  in 
France ;  so  that  at  last  we  may  raise  its 
price  so  high,  as  to  make  it  impossible  for 
their  nianu&cturers  to  work  it  up  with  any 
^vantage. 

Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  our  taxes,  as 
I  have  said  before,  I  wish  we  could  imme- 
diately get  free  of  them,  but  they  must 
all  be  continued,  or  our  debts  must  remain 
unpaid;  the  more  of  them  we  abolish,  be- 
fore all  our  debts  are  paid,  the  longer  we 
must  remain  under  Uiose  that  are  not 
abolished.  I  do  not  know  but  some  of  the 
materials  for  manufacture,  and  some  of 
the  provisions  necessary  forNife,  may,  by 
means  of  our  taxes,  be  rendered  dearer 
than  they  would  otherwise  be.  However, 
it  cannot  be  said,  that  either  the  Dutch  or 
the  French  have  in  this  the  advantage  of  lis; 
for  in  both  these  countries  their  taxes  are 


as  numerous  and  as  heavy  as  they  are  ia 
this,  and  in  France,  it  is  certain  the  me- 
Uiod  of  collecting  them  is  much  more 
grievous ;  therefore,  if  provisions,  wages, 
or  labour,  be  dearer  in  this  country  uian 
in  France  or  Holland,  it  must  proceed  from 
there  being  a  greater  plenty  of  mone)'  in 
this  country  than  in  eitner  of  the  other  two: 
this,  I  believe,  is  really  the  case,  with  res- 
pect to  all  the  counties  near  London ;  and 
as  for  our  remote  counties,  I  believe,  pro* 
visions,  wages,  and  labour,  are  as  cheap  in 
them  as  in  any  part  of  France,  and  much 
cheaper  than  in  any  part  of  the  United 
Provinces.  From  all  which,  I  must  con- 
clude, that  neither  the  Dutch  nor  the 
French  have  any  advantage  of  us  in  trade ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  that  we  have,  upon 
tlie  balance,  a  great  advantage  of  both ; 
and  from  hence,  as  well  as  frobi  the  present 
low  rate  of  interest,  I  think  I  have  reason 
to  believe  our  trade  is  now  as  extensive 
as  ever  it  was ;  though  it  neither  does  nor 
can  now  increase  so  fast  as  it  did  in  its 
infancy,  nor  can  the  profits  from  any 
branch  of  trade  be  now  so  great  as  when 
that  channel  was  first  openecL  It  is  not 
now,  indeedy  so  easy,  for  a  man  to  get  into 
a  method  of  growmg  rich,  or  heap  up 
riches  so  fiast  by  trade,  as  it  was  50  or 
100  years  ago ;  but  this  proceeds  from  the 
nature  and  certain  consequences  of  things, 
and  not  from  any  decay  of  trade;  yet  this  is, 
I  believe,  the  cfiief  ground  of  all  our  com- 
plaints, and  the  sole  reason  most  people 
nave  for  imagining  our  trade  in  general  to 
be  upon  the  decline. 

I  hope.  Sir,  I  have  now  made  it  appear, 
that  the  present  low  rate  of  interest  can 
have  no  bad  influence  upon  our  trade,  and 
that  therefore  it  would  oe  imprudent  and 
dangerous  for  us  to  take  any  extraordinary 
measures  for  reducing  it,  but  that  we  ought 
to  let  things  go  in  their  natural  and  present 
course,  till  the  total  value  of  our  moneyed 
estates  has  begun  to  exceed  that  of  our 
lands ;  and  then  I  make  no  doubt  but  the 
interest  of  money,  upon  all  sorts  of  securi« 
tics,  will  fall  of  itself,  and  without  our 
taking  any  extraordinary  measures  to  en- 
force it.  I  shall  next  examine  what  efiect 
a  reduction  of  interest  would  have  on  our 
lands ;  and  here  I  must  observe,  our  landed 
gentlemen  are  extremely  mistaken,  if  they 
think  the  price  of  their  lands  will  always 
rise  in  proportion  to  the  fall  of  interest. 
If  land  SeUs  for  20  years  purchase  when 
interest  is  at  5  per  cent,  he  would  find  him- 
self very  far  out  in  his  calculation,  who 
should  imagine  that  if  interest  could  be 
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reduced  to  1  per  cent,  he  might  get  100 
fcare  purchase  for  his  land :  but  suppose 
Le  did,  what  the  better  would  he  be  ?  For 
if  he  sold  his  estate,  he  would  then  become 
a  moneyed  man,  and  the  100  jears  pur- 
chase Id  rooney  at  1  per  cent,  would  pro- 
dace  no  more  than  the  20  years  purchase 
would  have  produced  when  money  was  at 
5  per  cent,  tnen  as  to  the  improvement  of 
a  land  estate,  if  money  should  become  so 
plentj  as  to  yield  but  1  per  cent,  interest, 
the  price  of  labour,  and  all  sorts  of  mate- 
rials nroper  or  necessary'for  improvement, 
would  rise  in  proportion ;  so  that  any  im- 
provement of  an  estate  would  then  cost 
£ve  times  as  much  as  when  money  bore  an 
ioterest  of  5  per  cent,  from  whence  we 
must  conclude,  that  a  low  interest  of 
money  can  no  way  contribute  to  the  im- 
proving of  any  estate ;  and  as  no  man 
would  toil  or  labour  for  the  sake  of  saving 
£!.y  money,  if  he  could  get  little  or  nothing 
by  it  after  he  had  saved  it,  we  cannot  sup- 
pose, that  any  gentleman  or  farmer  would 
get  hands  enow  to  assist  him  in  any  such 
improvement ;  so  that  the  reducing  of  in- 
terest too  low,  would,  in  my  opinion,  ra- 
tih^r  prevent  than  encourage  improvements 
ot' every  kind. 

Thug  it  appears.  Sir,  that  a  further  re- 
daction of  mterest,  till  the  circumstances 
ot  the  nation,  and  die  humours  of  the  peo- 
ple, be  very  much  altered,  would  neither 
^  to  the  increase  of  our  trade,  nor  to 
titc  improvement  of  our  lands,  but  might 
pobably  conbributo  to  the  ruin  of  both. 
And  as  to  the  more  speedy  payment  ot*our 
debtg,  the  difference  is  iK)t  so  great  as 
ooght  to  mduce  us  to  run  a  risk  tf  dis- 
^Img  ourselves  from  ever  paying  any  part 
«t'our  debts,  in  order  to  pi\y  them  off  a 
^tiie  sooner  ;  for  if  we  should  annihilate 
DO  part  of  the  Sinking- Fund  upon  the  re- 
duction of  interest  proposed,  supposing  it 
to  extend  to  the  whole  of  our  debts,  it 
»ouId  be  near  22  years  before  we  (!ould 
l^y  off  all  our  debts,  by  means  of  the 
^iinking-Fund  so  increased;    and  as  our 
*^  rtand  at  present,  we  can  pay  them 
^  off  in  less  than  25  years  ;  so  that  all  we 
get  by  bringing  so    many   families  into 
P^  distress,  and  running  the  risk  of  los- 
H  our  trade,  is  to  get  rid  of  our  debts 
*^t  3  years  sooner  than  we  could  other- 
*Tsc  have  done^     But  if  we  should  anni- 
hilate any  part  of  the  Sinking-Fund,  if  we 
»bould  annihilate  only  that  part  added  to 
'^  by  the  reduction  of  interest,  it  will  be 
'«y  tiear  27  years  and  a  half  before  we 
'^payoff  all  our  debts;  so  that  we  shall 


be  2  years  and  a  half  longer  in  debt  than 
we  need  be,  if  things  stand  as  they  are  at 
present. 

I  have  now  considered  the  public  bene- 
fits which,  it  is   pretended,    would  arise 
from  a  reduction  of  interest,  and  have 
shewn  the  great  reason  there  is  for  ap- 
prehending a  quite  contrary  effect ;  but, 
Sir,   if  we   consider    the  private  disad- 
vantages and  inconveniencies  which  must 
necessarily  from  thence  ensue,  they  are 
numerous,  and  would  affect  men  of  every 
rank  and  degree.    The  landed  gentlemen, 
and  all  our  noble  and  great  families,  would 
either  scon  be  undone,  or  their  younger 
children,  both  sons  and  daughters,  espe- 
cially the  latter,  must  be  lefl  in  a  state  of 
beggary :  5,000/.  may  now  be  a  suitablt 
fortune  for  the  younger  son  or  the  daugh- 
ter of  a    noble    family ;   but  if  interest 
should  be  reduced  much  lower  than  it  is, 
it  would  hardly  enable  them  to  keep  com- 
pany witli  thoir  elder  brother's  cook  or 
fiis  coachman ;  and  to  charge  a  land  estate 
with  a  greater  sum  to  each  of  the  younger 
children,  would  veir  much  encumber  the 
heir,  and  might  probably  ruin  the  family. 
Merchants,  shop-keepers,  and  tradesmen, 
would  be  in    no  better    condition  ;   for 
every  branch  of  trade  and  business  is  al- 
ready overstocked,  and  the  reduction   of 
interest  would  bring  such  numbers  of  new 
adventurers  into  trade,  that  they  would  all 
be  ruined  by  under-selling   and  under- 
working:   one  another :    even  those  who 
might  have  the  good  luck  to  escape  the 
general   ship- wreck,  and  to   get  a  little 
money  by  the  utmost  care,  industry,  and 
penuriousness,  could  never  expect  to  get 
so  much  as  would  enable  them  to  pass  their 
old  days  in  quietness  and  security.    Our 
present  set  of  farmers  would  mostly  be 
turned  out  of  their  farms,  and  obliged  to 
turn  cottagers ;  because  our  farms,  upon 
the  expiration  of  the  present  leases,  would 
mostly  be  let  to  gentlemen's  younger  sons, 
or  persons  of  much  greater  stock  or  for- 
tune than  our  present  farmers  are  pos- 
sessed of.    But  the  most  unfortunate  of 
all  would  be  our  widows  and  orphans,  who 
now  have  their  money  in  the  funds,  or 
upon  land  security,  and  have  nothing  else 
to  trust  to  for  a  subsistence,  but  the  in- 
terest payable  yearly  or  half  yearly  upon 
that  money :  such  persons  could  not  en- 
gage in  trade,  or  turn  their  money  to  any 
otlier  use  ;  because  orphans  cannot  raise 
it  till  they  come  of  age,  and  widows  gene- 
rally have  the  interest  only  settled  upon 
them  during  their  lives  :  nay,  they  could 
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not  so  much  as  take  the  benefit  of  that 
hard  alternative  proposed  to  be  offered,  of 
purchasing  annuities  for  term  of  years  or 
life.  In  ^orty  Sir,  it  would,  in  my  opi- 
nion, bring  such  a  deluge  of  distress  upon 
all  ranks  of  people,  that  the  consequences 
might  be  fatal  to  our  present  happy  esta- 
blishment and  constitution  ;  so  that  if  we 
are  not  moved  with  compassion  for  the 
distresses  oi  others,  we  ought  at  least  to 
have  a  regard  for  ourselves  and  our  own 
&milies. 

But  in  particular,  Sir,  I  must  take  no- 
tice of  the  great  prejudice  this  scheme 
would  do  to  the  landlords  of  houses,  the 
•hop-keepers,  the  tradesmen,  and  all  per- 
sons concerned  in  tl^e  retail  trade,  within 
the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster,  and 
the  counties  next  adjacent.  Man^  of  our 
stockholders  and  annuitants,  bemg  ren- 
dered unable  to  live  in  or  near  the  city  of 
London,,  would,  of  course,  retire  to  the 
remote  and  cheap  counties;  by  w^ich 
means  their  houses  would  be  left  emmy  in 
the  hands  of  their  respective  landlords, 
and  the  butchers,  bakers,  chandlers  of  all 
sorts,  grocers,  and  other  tradesmen  and 
shop-keepers  they  used  to  deal  with, 
would  for  ever  lose  their  custom.  £ven 
those  stockholders  and  annuitants  who 
might  continue  in  London,  or  near  to  it, 
would  every  one  be  obliged  to  contract 
their  expcnce,  which  would  be  an  addi- 
tional loss  to  tibe  shop-keepers  and  trades- 
men in  London  and  Westminster,  and  the 
counties  adjacent ;  and  this  double  loss 
would  likewise  considerably  affect  the 
custom  these  shop-keepers  and  tradesmen 
have  from  one  another.  This  consequence 
of  the  Scheme  proposj&d  is  so  obvious,  that 
I  must  say  I  am  surprized  to  find  it  patro- 
nized by  some  of  those  gentlemen  who 
have  always  shewn  a  particular  regard  for 
the  citizens  of  London.  I  am  sure  they 
do  not  view  it  in  the  same  light  I  do  ;  for 
if  they  did,  they  would  certainly  have  been 
so  &r  from  patronizing  it,  that  they  would 
have  opposed  it  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power. 

These,  Sir,  are  some  of  the  dangers, 
which  I  think  are  justly  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  Scheme  now  before  us,  supposing 
it  should  succeed ;  but  I  have  the  com- 
fort to  think  it  would  fail  in  the  execution, 
though  every  branch  of  the  legislature 
should  agree  to  it ;  and  I  shall  beg  leave 
to  give  you  some  of  my  reasons  for  think- 
ing so ;  after  which  I  shall  take  the  liberty 
to  shew  you  some  of  the  bad  consequences 
»uch  a  fruitless  attempt  may  be  attended 


with.    But  I  must  first  make  an  observa^ 
tion  upon  the  two  ends  proposed  by  the 
Scheme,  which  are,  that    we  may  thcj 
sooner  ^et  rid  of  our  debts,  and  immedi^ 
ately  relieve  the  people  from  some  of  theii 
bur&ensome  taxes.    These  two  ends  are^ 
I  confess,  mighty  plausible,  but  the  mis« 
fortune  is,  that  they  are,  as  I  think,  abso^ 
lutely  mcompatible.    It  is  impossible  \A 
relieve  the  people  from  any  of  the  taxci 
appropriatea  for  the  payment  of  our  debtj^^ 
without  prolonging  that  payment ;    and 
though  our  taxes  are  certainly  very  bur* 
densome,  yet  experience  has  shewn  they 
are  not  altogether  insupportable.    In  thi^ 
case  therefore  the  first  question  that  occurs 
is.  Whether  it  be  more  for  the  advantage 
of  the  nation  in  general  to  continue  our 
taxes  till  the  nation  be  quite  free,  or  very 
near  free  from  debt,  and  then  abolish  them 
all  at  once,  which  may  be  done  in  a  small 
number  of  years,  if .  tne  Sinking-Fund  be 
duly  and  regularly  applied  ?  Or  whether 
we  ought  now  to  abolish  some  of  th^ 
taxes,  which  we  may  do  without  reducing 
the  interest  or  ruining  any  of  the  public 
creditors,  and  thereby  leave  the  nation  in^ 
cumbered  with  a  large  debt  for  a  muchj 
longer  time  ?  If  this  were  to  be  a  question,! 
I  should,  according  to  my  present  senti- 
ments, be  for  the  mrst  method ;  because  I 
think  it  is  not  only  the  most  advantageous 
to  the  nation,  but  the  most  just  with 
respect  to  our  creditors.    I  think  it  is  our 
business,  before  all  thuigs,  to  rid  the  na-i 
tion  of  debt ;  for  till  then  we  can  never 
propose  to  act  with  such  vigour  as  we  have 
formerly  done,  either  in  assisting  our  allies, 
or  avenging  ourselves  of  our  enemies;  and 
I    cannot  think  it  absolutely  just,  with 
respect  to  our  creditors,  to  annihilate  any 
part  of  the  Sinking-Fund,  till  they  are  aJl 
paid ;  because  by  the  express  words  of 
the  law  by  which  it  was  established,  and 
by  man^  laws  since  that  time,  it  stands 
appropnated  to  the  payment  of  those  debts 
which  were  contracted  before  the  year 
17 16.    This  was  always  my  opinion,  and 
was  formerly  the  opinion  of  some  gen* 
tlemen  in  this  House,  who  seem  to  be 
great  lovers  of  the  Scheme  now  before  us, 
and  with  whom  I  have  generally  joined  in 
opinion  ever  since  I  have  had  the  honour 
to  sit  here ;  but  when  they  change  their 
opinion,  I  shall  not  think  myself  any  way 
bound  to  join  with  them,  unless  they  give 
me  some  better  reasons  than  I  have  yet 
heard,  for  such  a  change. 

Now,  Sir,  to  come  to  my  reasons  for 
thinking  the  Scheme  impracticable  as  well 
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as  inonnpatible.  There  may,  I  grant,  be 
Mine  people  in  this  nation,  who  are  wii- 
ling  to  lend  their  money  at  S  per  cent, 
that  there  are  such  is  evident  from  the 
sums  that  have  lately  been  borrowed  at 
that  interest,  and  the  premium  such  secu* 
ndes  axe  sold  at ;  but  I  am  convinced, 
ve  should  find  ourselves  vastly  mistaken, 
if  we  shmild  expect  to  borrow  two  millions 
cr  half  a  one  at  that  interest ;  for  with 
respect  to  the  sums  lent  for  the  current 
fu^^ies,  they  are  lent  by  such  persons  a^ 
cannot  lie  out  of  their  money  for  any  term 
d*  years  ;  and  with  respect  to  the  premium 
spoo  3  per  cent,  public  securities,  it  pro* 
ceeds  entirely  from  the  small  quantity  of 
tuch  securities  that  are  or  can  be  in  the 
aiarket.  Those  who  lend  upon  such  se- 
curities are  generally  men  of  vast  fortunes, 
end  who  do  not  intend  to  be  chopping 
sad  changing,  so  thatfew  or.  none  ofthem 
ve  ever  in  the  market ;  therefore  a  very 
Rnall  sum  of  money  brought  to  market, 
b  order  to  be  laid  out  upon  such  secu- 
rides,  raises  their  price  above  par :  even 
iQch  a  small  sum  as  SOfiOOL  brought  to 
rarket  at  any  time,  more  than  sufficient  to 
purchase  aD  that  are  then  to  be  sold,  would 
.-aise  them  to  a  premium  higher  than  that 
they  are  now  sold  for ;  and  being  once  got 
to  a  premium,  they  must  continue  at  it, 
hfccaase  few  or  none  of  th(6e  who  are  pos- 
wssed  of  such  securities,  are  ever  under  a 
Bcceasity  of  selling.  And  as  for  East- 
bdia  Bonds,  and  such  like  securities,  they 
sre  always  bought  up  by  those  who  do  4iot 
tinnk  proper  to  let  tneir  wealth  be  known, 
cr  by  socn  as  must  dways  have  those  se- 
oirides  which  they  can  turn  into  money, 
4>oa  an  hour's  warning.  From  hence* 
re  m^  see.  Sir,  that  none  of  those  who 
i3ixl  money  for  the  current  supplies,  or 
^o  become  purchasers  of  bonds  at  3  per 
can.  would  bcfcome  subscribers  upon  Uiis 
z^w  Scheme;  and  if  you  should  open 
rach  books  as  are  proposed,  your  other  se- 
curities at  3  per  cent,  would  soon  come  to 
lell  undo'  par ;  because  many  of  th»  pre- 
test proprietors  would  chuse  to  seU  out 
^the  OkLy  in  order  to  become  subscribers 
V)  the  New,  on  accfount  of  their  being 
cade  irredeemable  for  14  years;  whic£ 
V'Miid  bring  such  a  ^ut  of  the  Old  to 
c^rket,  as  would  certainly  bring  them 
v^ier  par-;  and  this  would  of  course  put 
£  ^op  to  any  man's  coming  to  subscribe 
i^  any  new  security  at  that  interest. 

There  may  likewise  be  some  few  of  the 
svergrown  rich  annuitants,  especially  such 
»  hve  at  a  dif^ance  from  Itondon,  who 


would  rather  accept  of  3  per  cent  for  I4i 
years  irredeemable,  tlian  b^  at  the  trouble 
of  receiving  yearly,  or  every  2  vears,  a 
partial  payment,  and  replacing  that  pay- 
ment in  stock  or  annuities;  but  the  num- 
ber of  such  persons  is  so  small,  that  I  am 
convinced  their  subscriptions  woald  not 
amount  to  half  a  million,  and  much  less  to 
three  millions.  I  am  afraid  the  hopes  gen-* 
tlemenhave  of  great  subscriptions  in  money 
and  Annuities,  are  founded  chiefly  upon  a< 
wrong  supposition.  From  the  premium 
given  for  our  3  per  cent,  they  suppose  the 
natural  interest  of  money  is  [row  at' 3  per 
cent,  but  that  this  is  a  mistake,  is,  I  think, 
evident  from  the  price  of  all  our  other 
funds;  for  if  the  natural  interest  of  money 
were  no  higher  than  3  per  cent,  our  4  per 
cent.  Annuities  ought  to  sell  at  133  and  one 
third;  Bank  stock  at  183  and  one  third; 
and  East  India  at  200/.  per  cent,  which  is 
very  far  from  bemg  the  case. 

But,  Sir,  if  the  natural  interest  of  money 
lent  uprfn  pledges  of  lewels  or  plate,  or 
upon  good  and  undoubted  mortgages  of 
land,  were  at  S  per  cent,  we  are  not  from 
thence  to  infer,  that  the  natural  interest  of 
money  upon  all  sorts  of  public  securities, 
especially  Annuities,  could  be  no  hieher. 
Qur  annuitants  are  far  from  being  m  as 
good  a  condition  as  a  pledge  of  jewels  or 
plate,  or  a  mortgage  of  lands.  If  war  or 
any  other  accident  should  raise  the  natural 
interest  of  money,  a  pledge  or  mortgage 
could  insist  upon  payment,  or  a  higher 
mterest,  otherwise  he  would  bring  his  bill 
of  foreclosure,  and  have!^he  pledge  or  the 
mortgaged  lands  sold,  by  which  means  he 
would  certainly  recover  his  principal  an4 
all  arrears  of  interest,  and  would  then  get 
a  higher  interest  for  it  from  some  other 
borrower.  On  the  other  hand,  let  the  natu- 
ral interest  of  money  rise  as  high  it  wUl,  an 
annuitant  can  neither  insist  upon  payment, 
nor  can  he  bring  a  bill  of  foreclosure  against 
the  public;  if  he  wanted  his  money,  he 
could  recover  it  no  way  but  by  sale  at  the 
market  price,  which  would  certainly,  in 
that  case,  be  much  below  par ;  nay,  per- 
haps he  might  find  it  impossible  to  meet 
with  a  purchaser,  and  then  he  could  have 
no  other  resource,  but  to  take  his  3  per 
cent,  while  the  government  remained  in  a 
condition  to  pay  him ;  for  "even  as  to  the 
payment  of  nis  Annuity,  he  has  no  such  ^ 
absolute  certainty  as  a  pledge  or  mort-' 
gage.  For  which  reason,  if  mone}'^  were 
now  commonly  lent  upon  pledges  or  mort- 
gages at  3  per  cent,  we  could  hardly  ex- 
pect subscriptions  for  Annuities  at  3 ;  and# 
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I  must  think  it  a  little  extravagant  to  ex- 
pect any  such,  especially  for  such  a  large 
sum ;  when  it  is  well  known,  that  the  com- 
mon rate  of  interest  upon  pledges  or  mort- 
gages is  5  per  cent,  and  the  lowest  4. 

For  these  reasons.  Sir,  I  must  be  of  opi- 
nion, that  however  plausible  this  scheme 
may  appear  in  speculation,  it  will  be  found 
impracticable  in  the  execution ;  and  the 
more  so,  because,  it  is  to  be  expected,  all 
l^e  moneyed  men  in  the  kingdom  will  join 
in  measures  for  preventing  its  taking  cftect. 
And  now.  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  conse- 
quences of  our  being  disappointed  in  such, 
an  attempt,  they  are  various,  and  may  be 
&tal.  I  shall  begin  with  one  which,  I 
think,  will  be  certain,  whether  the  scheme 
take  effect  or  not.  The  very  attempt  will 
make  all  foreigners,  especially  the  Dutch, 
draw  their  money  out  of  our  funds  as  fast 
fl3  they  can ;  for  the  diief  reason  any  fo- 
reigner has  for  trusting  his  money  in  our 
fiinds,  is,  because  he  makes  a  greater  profit 
of  it  here  than  he  can  do  in  his  own  coun- 
try, upon  any  security  equally  certain  and 
good.  It  has  been  allowed,  the .  Dutch 
may  make  S  per  cent,  of  their  money  at 
home ;  and  if  we  examine  into  the  Joss 
they  are  at  by  the  partial  payments  made 
upon  our  funds,  ana  the  expenccs  they  are 
at  for  commission,  postage  of  letters,  and 
otlier  incident  charges,  we  shall  find  they 
^o  not  now  make  much  above  3  per  cent, 
of  their  money ;  so  that  if  we  should  re- 
duce 1  per  cent,  of  the  interest  now  paid 
them,  ttiey  would  not  then  make  much 
above  2| ;  for  winch  reason  I  think  it  is 
most  justly  to  be  apprehended,  they  would 
all  at  once  draw  tlieir  money  out  of  our 
funds ;  and  what  a  shock  the  drawing  of 
lo  much  ready  cash  out  of  the  kingdom  at 
Qnce  must  give  to  our  public  credit,  to  our 
trade  both  foreign  and  domestic,  and  to 
the  natural  interest  of  money  between 
man  and  man»  I  shall  leave  to  gentlemen  to 
consider ;  only  I  must  acquaint  them,  it  is 
generally  computed  die  Dutch  have  above 
ten  millions  sterling  in  our  several  funds. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  other  side  of  the 
question  pretend,  the  world  will  be  apt  to 
Conceive  a  bad  opinion  of  our  conduct,  if 
we  should  not  endeavour  to  take  advantage 
of  the  present  advanced  price  of  3  per 
cent,  securities;  but  I  have  shewn  tlie 
premium  upon  such  securities  is  by  much 
too  narrow  a  foundation  for  us  to  build  any 
hopes  on,  of  reducing  all  our  annuitants 
to  3  per  cent,  and  if  we  should  fail  in  the 
attempt,  I  am  sure  the  world  will  have 
better  reason  to  suspect  the  wisdom  of  our 
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conduct,  or  the  honesty  of  our  intentions* 
A  man  who  never  attempts  but  what  ap- 
pears by  the  event  to  be  within  his  rlsach, 
is  certainly  a  wiser  man,  though  not  (per- 
haps a  a  man  of  so  much  courage,  as  he 
who  aims  at  extraordinary  heights,  and  falls 
headlong  from  the  precipice.  By  making 
such  an  attempt,  and  failing  in  that  at- 
tempt, we  may  very  probably  be  like  those 
vapourish  ladies,  who  fancying  tliemselves 
ill,  swallow  draughts  and  boluses,  till  they 
have  actually  thrown  themselves  into  u 
distemper  much  worse  than  the  imaginary. 

Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  prejudice  which 
may  accrue  to  private  men,  I  am  surprised 
to  hear  it  said,  that  no  such  thing  can  be 
apprehended;  for,  in  my  opinion,  it  is 
inevitable,  whether  we  succeed  or  not.  It' 
we  succeed,  the  annuitants  will  certainly 
lose  5s.  in  die  pound,  of  their  present  reve- 
nue; but  it  seems  this  loss  is  to  be  made 
good  to  them  by  abolishing  some  of  our 
taxes.  Are  gentlemen  serious  when  they 
talk  so  ?  What  would  any  annuitant  say  to 
a  man  who  should  tell  him.  Sir,  we  must 
take  5s*  in  the  pound  from  your  present 
revenue,  but  in  lieu  of  that,  you  shall  have 
candles  an  halfpenny  or  a  penny  in  the 
pound  cheaper  than  usual  ?  Would  not 
any  man  take  this  as  a  banter  ?  Suppose 
again,  which  I  think  by  much  the  most 
probable,  diat  we  should  not  succeed  ; 
such  an  attempt  would  certainly  diminish 
public  credit :  it  would  make  many,  both 
natives  and  foreigners,  resolve  not  to  trust 
their  money  longer  in  our  funds.  It  would 
make  diera  begin  to  tliink  of  employing 
their  money  somewhere  else,  in  order  that 
they  might  take  die  benefit  of  selling  out, 
before  die  price  should  be  diminished  by 
the  reduction  of  interest.  This  would  of 
course  lessen  the  advanced  price  of 
every  one  of  our  funds ;  and  would  not 
this  be  a  prejudice  to  every  one  of  the 
present  proprietors,  especially  to  such  of 
dicm  as  have  lately  purcluised  ?  I  do  not 
nbw  argue  from  supposition  only;  I  argue. 
Sir,  from  certain  fact,  from  present  expe- 
rience :  do  not  we  see  that  (Ul  our  public 
funds  have  fallen  in  their  price  since  diis 
afiair  was  first  brought  before  us  ?  And  if 
an  immediate  fall  of  stocks  has  been  the 
effect  of  its  being  mentioned,  what  conse- 
quence can  we  expect  firom  its  being  agreed 
to? 

I  cannot  conclude.  Sir,  without  taking 
notice  of  the  great  endeavours  that  have 
been  used,  both  within  doors  and  without, 
to  raise  our  compassion,  by  representing 
the  deplorable  state  of  our  poor  labourara 
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and  msnofiMrturers,  and  that  the  reduction 
of  interest  will  enable  us  to  give  them  an 
ininednte  relief.  Per  my  part,  I  cannot 
think  their  state  near  so  deplorable  as  it 
has  been  represented;  lor  we  have  no 
htm  taxes  upon  any  of  the  necessaries 
of  lire:  an  our  heavy  taxes  are  laid  upon 
tbe  loxuies  of  Kfe ;  and  cannot  therefore 
a&ct  a  poor  tradesman  who  has  a  mind  to 
he  fTmllj,  and  not  to  indulge  himself  or 
his  famSy  m  tbe  use  of  things,  that  are  not 
absdat^  necessary  for  their  subsistence ; 
and  the  (ew  small  taxes  we  have  upon  some 
oftbeneoeasarieSy  or  rather  conveniencies 
of  life,  are  such  as  our  people  have  been 
long  accustomed  to,  and  not  so  heavy,  nor 
toliected  in  a  manner  so  erievous,  as  such 
taxes  tre  in  France  or  Holland.  But  sup- 
poangit  were  otherwise,  I  have  shewn, 
dtttby  a  redaction  of  interest  we  could  not 
abolttb  any  of  our  present  taxes  without 
aabjecting  the  nation  to  a  greater  and  more 
dai^gerooB  inconvenience,  I  mean  the  put- 
ting off  for  a  longer  term  the  entire  dis- 
charge of  the  national  debt;  and  if  by  a 
reduction  of  interest  our  trade  should  be 
diminidied,  which  may  probably,  as  I  have 
already  shewn,  be  the  consequence,  espe- 
ciaDy  m  and  abcnit  the  city  of  London,  then 
many  of  our  poor  labourers  and  manufac- 
turers would  be  ruined,  instead  of  being 
rdiered,  by  a  reduction  of  interest ;  con- 
sequently all  the  compassion  that  can  be 
pleaded  in  the  present  case,  must  operate 
strongly  against  a  reduction,  and  in  favour 
of  the  many  poor  widows  and  orphans, 
vho  certainly  would  be  irretrievably  un- 
done by  the  great  reduction  proposed. 

I  mast  confess.  Sir,  I  cannot  well  com- 
prehend the  meaning  of  that  distinction, 
Qsually  made  upon  this  occasion,  between 
d)epd>lic  and  the  creditors  of  the  public. 
Bjthe  public  I  always  mean  the  collective 
body  of  the  people  of  this  nation ;  and  as 
our  creditors  are  a  part  of  our  own  people, 
Mthoae  foreigners  who  have  trusted  their 
fortunes  toour  ftith,  will,  I  hope, be  always 


nion,  it  would  be  a  great  iniury  to  every 
one  of  them.  We  have  had  lately  gteat 
complaints  of  the  inequality  of  the  land 
tax,  and  of  the  injustice  done  to  the  land- 
holders, by  subjecting  them  to  that  burden 
for  so  many  years  together;  for  which 
reason  one  of  those  taxes,  which  most  cer- 

lately  revived,  m  order  to  free  uie  Umd- 
holders  from  a  shilling  in  the  pound  for 
one  year  only.  The  prevailing  doctrine  . 
then  was,  and  it  is  but  a  few  years  since,  to 
impose  such  taxes  as  might  fall  equally 
upon  all ;  but  now,  it  seems,  we  are  to  lay 
a  tax  of  five  shillings  in  the  pound  upon 
that  part  of  our  people,  who  have  the  nits- 
fortune  of  being  creditors  to  the  public,  in 
order  to  free  the  nation  from  some  of  those 
small  taxes  it  now  pays,  and  has  paid  for 
many  years. 

From  all  which,  I  think.  Sir,  it  will  ap- 
pear, that  the  proposition  how  before  us 
will  be  of  the  most  dlan^erous  consequences 
to  our  trade,  to  our  land-holders,  to  the 
cities  of  London  and  Westminster,  and  to 
our  people  in  general ;  that  it  can  be  at- 
tended with  no  considerable  public  advan- 
tage, and  that  it  will  be  a  great  inmstice 
done  to  our  public  creditors ;  theretore,  I 
shall  think  myself  fully  justified  in  giving 
my  negative  to  the  question. 

The  Reply  was  to  the  effect  as  follows : 

Sir ;  I  shall  not  suppose,  that  any  of 
the  gentlemen  who  seem  to  be  against  this 
Question,  are  conscious  of  their  being  in 
tiie  wrong ;  but,  I  must  say,  that  with  re- 
spect to  some  arguments  they  have  made 
use  of,  they  treat  us  as  those  people  gene- 
rally do,  who  are  conscious  of  their  having 
the  wrong  side  of  the  question.  They  state 
the  case  quite  di&rent  from  what  it  is,, 
and  then  triumph  in  the  arguments  or  au- 
thorities they  bring  against  it.  By  this 
means  Mr.  Locke  has  hfsen  brought  into 
the  present  debate,  and  brought  in  too  as 
a  favourer  of  an  opinion  against  which  he 


k»ked  on  as  such,  and  treated  in  the  same  has  expressly  declared.  Immediately  af^er 
maimer  with  our  native  creditors,  thertf- 1  the  revolution,  our  government  began  to 
fore  1  shall  always  look  upon  the  creditors  ;  borrow  large  sums  of  money  for  support - 
rfthcpublic  tobeapart  ofthepublic,and  ingthe  expence  of  the  war,  which  they 
tbaU  always  think,  no  injury  qan  be  done  found  they  could  not  procure  but  at  a  veiy 
to  tbem,  without  injuring  the  public ;  I  }  high  interest.     This  gave  foundation  for  a 


believe  they  cannot  so  much  as  be  sub- 
jected to  any  inconvenience,  but  what  will 
at  last  prove  to  be  an  inconvenience  to  the 
poUic  as  wen  as  to  them ;  and,  I  hope,  it 
*iU  be  granted,  that  the  taking  one  fourth 

Cof  fiieir  revenue  from  them,  would  at 
be  a  great  inconvenience ;  m  my  opi- 
[VOUX.] 


project,  in  the  year  1691,  for  reducing  the 
legal  rate  of  interest  at  once,  from  6  to  4 
per  cent,  in  order,  as  it  was  vainly  imagined, 
to  enable  the  government  to  borrow  mo- 
ney for  the  public  service  at  a  cheaper  rate 
tlian  what  they  found  they  could  otherwise 
do.    As  the  natural  interest  of  money  was 
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then  gready  increased  aboye  what  it  had 
been  for  some  yean  before,  by  tlie  large 
sums  borrowed  for  public  service,  every 
Qian  of  sense  saw  that  this  project  would 

Srove  abortive,  and  that  it  would  very  much 
isturb,  if  not  entirely  ruin,  the  tradie  of  the 
nation ;  and  Mr.  Locke,  among  others,  not 
onlv  opposed,  but  wrote  against  it. 

Is  there  now.  Sir,  any  question  before 
us  for  reducing  the  legal  interest  of  money  ? 
Is  there  any  thing  in  the  proposition  that 
seems  to  have  the  least  tendency  that  way  ? 
No,  Sir ;  the  only  question  now  before  us 
is,  whether  or  no  the  public  shall  endeavour 
to  take  advantage  of  the  low  rate  to  which 
the  natural,  not  the  legal,  interest  of  mo* 
ney  has  fallen  ?  And  one  of  the  arguments 
ipade  use  of  in  favour  of  this  question,  is. 
That  it  would  tend  to  tlie  bringmg  the 
xuitural  interest  of  money  between  man 
and  man,  in  this  nation,  down  to  a  par 
with  what  it  is  in  those  countries,  which 
ftre  our  greatest  rivals  in  trade  and  naval 
power.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  it  has 
been  said  you  may  safely  venture  to  bring 
down  the  legal ;  and  it  has  been  said,  I 
think  demonstrated,  that  the  bringing  down 
the  natural  interest  of  money  between  man 
and  man,  would  be  an  advantage  to  our 
trade  and  manu&ctures,  and  a  certain  cause 
of  great  improvements  in  our  land  estates* 
Mr.  Locke  is  expressly  of  this  opinion. 
His  words  in  tnat  very  treatise  are, 
**  All  the  danger  lies  in  this.  That  our 
trade  shall  sufifer,  if  your  being  behind 
hand  has  made  the  natural  use  so  high, 
that  your  tradesman  cannot  live  upon  nis 
labour,  but  that  your  rich  neighbours  will 
so  undersell  you,  that.tbe  return  you  make 
will  not  amount  to  pay  the  use,  and  afibrd 
a  livelihood.  There  is,'*  says  he,  "  no  way 
to  recover  from  this,  but  by  a  general  fru- 
^ity  and  industry ;  or  by  being  masters 
of  the  trade  of  some  commodity,  which  the 
world  must  have  from  you  at  your  rate, 
because  it  cannot  be  otlierwhere  supplied." 
These  are  his  words.  Sir ;  and  I  appeal  to 
every  man,  whether  he  can  think  it  fru- 
gality in  the  public  to  pay  4  per  cent, 
when  they  can  have  money  at  three  ?  Whe- 
ther the  giving  a  man  4  }>er  cent,  when  he 
can  live  upon,  and  would  be  obliged  to 
take  3,  can  make  him  more  frugal,  or  pro- 
mote a  general  frugality  ?  And  whether 
the  enabling  a  ^reat  number,  even  of  your 
meaner  sort  of  subjects,  to  live  idly  upon 
the  interest  of  their  money,  can  be  a  proper 
method  for  introducing  or  restoring  a  ge- 
neral industry? 
Fear,  Sir^  may  be  extravagant  and  ridi- 
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culous,  as  vTell  as  courage,  and  such  I 
should  think  thai  fear  to  be  which  should 
prevcibt  a  man  from  borrowing,  or  attempt- 
ing to  borrow  roon6y  at  3  per  cent,  for 
clearing  himself  of  a  mortgage  at  4 ;  espe- 
cially when  he  is  certain,  that  should  he  be 
disappointed  in  the  attempt,  his  old  mort- 
gagee would  be  glad  to  continue  hismoney 
upon  the  mortgage  at  4,  because  he  could 
not  have  so  high  an  interest  or  so  good  se- 
curity, any  where  else.  Ifaman  nad  20 
mortgages  upon  his  estate  of  1,000^  each, 
at  4  per  cent,  and  a  gentleman  should  offer 
to  lend  him  1,0002.  at  3,  could  he  in  pru- 
dence refuse  it^  Would  not  common  pru- 
dence direct  him  to  make  use  of  that  offer, 
for  reducing  every  one  of  his  old  mortgages 
to  3  per  cent*  ana  implying  it  at  last  to  tha 
redeeming. of  him  wno  should  appear  the 
most  stulK)om  i  Could  there  be  any  dan- 
ger in  this,  if  he  were  certain  that  none  of 
his  mortgagees,  or  not  above  one  of  them, 
could  employ  his  money  to  a  better  use 
upon  any  security  equally  certain  i  This 
Sir,  is  our  case  at  present.  The  reduction 
of  interest  may,  perhaps,  force  some 
people  into  trade,  or  to  lend  upon  private 
security  {  but  I  am  certain  there  ,is  now  a 
much  greater  sum  ready  to  be  lent  at  3  per 
cent,  than  would  be  sufficient  for  replacing 
all  that  could  be  that  way  drawn  out  of 
our  public  funds ;  because  no  extraordinary 
pronts  can  be  made  by  any  trade,  and  a 
very  small  sum  would  bring  the  rate  of 
interest  upon  any  certain  private  security 
down  to  3  per  cent.  And  we  have  tliLi 
further  security  for  encoun^ing  us  to  try 
the  experiment,  that,  should  I  be  mistaken 
in  my  opinion,  all  our  present  creditors 
would  be  glad  to  continue  their  money  in 
our  funds  at  4  per  cent,  as  we  may  with 
the  greatest  certainty  conclude  from  the 
advanced  price  of  all  our  funds. 

If  I  dia  not  know,  Sif,  how  much  the 
generality  of  mankind  are  blinded  by  what 
they  think  their  private  interest,  if  I  did 
not  know  how  often  they  are  by  private  in- 
terest misled  in  their  judgments  aoout  what 
they  take  to  be  the  public  interest,  I  should 
be  surprized  to  hear  it  questioned,  that  the 
lower  the  interest  of  money  is  in  any  coun- 
try, the  more  their  trade  will  thrive,  the 
more  their  lands  will  be  improved.  It  is 
a  maxim  so  long  established,  and  so  gene- 
rally acknowledged,  that  I  cannot  think 
there  is  much  occasion  for  adding  to  what 
has  been  said  upon  tliat  subject ;  but  that 
no  man  may  be  misled  I  must  beg  leave  to 
answer,  in  as  brief  a  manner  as  I  can,  what 
has  been  said  in  support  of  t|ie  contrary 
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Loir  mterest,  I  shall  grant,  is 
noC  the  cause,  but  the  effect  of  a  flournh- 
mg  trade;  and  the  trade  of  a  country  may 
prosper  and  increase,  though  their  rate  oif 
interest  be  high,  with  respect  to  what  it  is 
in  this  kingdom  at  present,  providins  their 
rate  of  interest  be  no  hi^er  than  it  is  in 
those  coun^ea  which  are  their  rivals  in 
tiade;  but  this  I  will  say,  that  the  trade 
of  no  country  can  thrive  or  continue,  if 
the  natural  interest  of  money  among  them 
be  hi^er  than  it  is  in  those  countries  which 
are  their  rivals,  unless  these  rinds  forcibly 
expd  their  trada  by  some  ridiculous  public 
measures.  The  trade  of  Flanders  was  once 
inthemost  flourishing  state  of  any  in  Eu- 
rope, and  then  the  natund  rate  of  interest 
was  certainly  lower  among  them,  than  it 
vas  in  this  kingdom ;  but  the  sovereign  of 
tiiatcountry  began  at  last  to  lay  such  heavy 
taxes  upon  d^ek  mmufactures  and  people, 
arock  we  should  take  care  not  to  split  on, 
that  many  of  their  rich  merchants  and 
most  skilnil  manufkcturers  came  over  and 
settled  in  Enelond,  which  gave  the  first 
rise  to  the  tratde  and  raanu&ctures  of  this 
kingdom.  This  advantage  was  creatly 
improved  indeed,  by  the  wise  conauct  of 
Henry  7,  Henry  8,  and  Queen  Elizabeth, 
especudly  the  latter,  and  was  at  last  fully 
estabEahedby  the  ridiculous  conduct  of 
the  Spaniards  in  the  Netherlands;:  so  that 
our  trade  owes  its  origin,  not  so  much  to 
the  beauty  of  our  constitution,  or  the  wis«> 
dom  of  our  conduct,  as  to  the  ridiculous 
andoppresBive  measures  of  our  neighbours; 
for  it  u  always  with  reeret  that  merchants 
or  tradesmen  leave  their  own  country; 
indeed  when  they  are  forced  to  it,  they  wiU 
certainly  retire  to  that  country,  where  they 
ve  surest  of  being  £ree  from  that  oppres- 
lioQ  or  uneasinesB,  which  made  thenv  ffy 
from  their  native  land ;  and  our  happiness 
at  that  time  was,  to  have  a  peaceable  coun- 
try, and  a  wise  administration,  which  made 
tbm  chtise  to  take  refuge  here,  rather  than 
i&  any  nei^ibouring  country. 

Tlus,  Sir,  would  of  course  have  brought 
dovD  the  natural  interest  of  money  in  this 
tijgdom,  long  before  the  end  cf  queen 
£3i2abedi's  reign ;  but  in  the  mean  time 
<nr  people  began  to  trade  to  the  East 
Indies,  and  to  make  settlements  in  the 
West  Indies;  by  both  which  the  profits 
were  so  great,  that  vast  numbers  were 
tempted  toengage  in  the  trade,  and  to  bor- 
row money  at  any  rate,  to  be  employed  in 
t^  branches  of  trade,  not  only  in  this 
^Q|dom,  but  in  all  the  other  trading  parts 
•f  Eioope ;  so  that,  though  the  interest  of 


money  her^  was  then  high,  in  respect  to 
what  itis  atpresentyjyet  it  could  not  Uien  be 
caHed  high,  because  it  was  no  higher  than 
it  was  among  our  rivals  in  trade,  and  could 
not,  therefore,  lay  our  people  under  a  dis- 
advantage in  carrying  on  any  branch  of 
trade  or  manufacture. 

Thus,  Sir,  we  may  see,  that  a  great 
prosperity  of  trade  may  be  the  cause  of 
keeping  up  for  some  time  the  rate  of  in- 
terest ;  because  there  is  then  a  great  de- 
mand for  money  at  interest,  in  onler  to  be 
employed  in  trade;  and  for  the  same  rea- 
son, the  declension  of  trade  may,  for 
some  time,  be  the  cause  of  sinkmg  or 
lowering  the  rate  of  interest;  because, 
when  the  trade  of  any  country,  by  ac* 
cident  or  bad  measures,  is  laid  under  such 
disadvantages,  that  their  merchants  and 
tradesmen  cannot  carry  it  on  to  a  reason- 
idble  advantage,  no  man  borrows  money  to 
trade  with:  but,  on  the  contrary,  those 
merchants  and  tradesmen,  who  have  got 
any  sufficient  sum  to  live  on,  draw  their 
money  out  of  trade,  in  order  to  lend  it  at 
interest,  or  to  employ  it  in  the  purchase  of 
land;  which  lowers  the  natural  interest 
of  money,  by  increasing  the  demand  for 
lending,  and  lessening  the  demand  for  bor- 
rowing ;  and  it  likewise  raises  the  price  of 
land,  by  augmenting  the  demand  for  pur- 
ehases.  But  these  two  effects  have  very 
di£Ferent  consequences;  for  in  the  first 
case«  the  stock  of  ready  money  in  the 
country  being  every  day  increasing  by 
the  prosperity  of  trade,  the  natural  inte- 
rest of  money  will  soon  begin  to  fisiil,  and 
will  at  last  come  to  be  extremely  low ; 
whereas,  in  the  last  case,  the  decay  of 
their  trade  and  manufisu^tures  will  certainly 
at  last  turn  the  balance  of  trade  against 
them,  and  from  that  time  their  stock  of 
ready  money  will  begin  to  decay  insen- 
sibly, the  natural  rate  of  mterest  will  rise 
by  degrees,  the  rents  of  their  estates,  and 
price  of  tiiei^  lands  wilt  fall,  the  numbers 
of  their  people  iV-ill  diminish  daily,  either 
by  their  going  abroad,  or  starving  at  home; 
and  unless  they  change  their  measures, 
there  will  at  last  come  to  be  little  or  no 
money  lefl  amon^  them ;  nothing  will  re- 
main but  barter  and  paper  credit,  and  the 
nati(M>  will  in  the  ena  be  certainly  undone. 
From  hence  it  appears,  that  the  natural 
rate  of  interest,  considered  by  itself  only, 
is  a  very  bad  rule  for  judging  of  the  trade 
of  a  country ;  because,  like  a  consumptive 
person,  a  nation  may  look  well  to  all  out- 
ward appearance,  the  natural  interest  of 
money  may  be  lower  than  ever  it  was. 
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and  may  continue  so  for  some  time,  and 
yet  that  nation  may  be  in  a  galloping  con- 
sumption, which  1  wish  may  not  be  our 
case  at  present. 

I  am  surprized.  Sir,  to  hear  it  said,  that 
the  view  or  getting  a  high  interest,  or  any 
interest,  for  money,  is  what  makes  a  poor 
man  labour  and  fatigue  more  tlian  is  neces- 
sary for  his  daily  subsistence.  What 
maKcs  a  labourer,  or  a  journeyman  do  so, 
is  the  hopes  of  getting  and  saving  as  much, 
as  may  set  himself  up  as  a  master ;  then 
he  getsL  and  saves  money,  in  order  to  enable 
him  to  extend  his  trade,  and  to  cari^  it  on 
with  the  more  ease;  he  never  thmks  of 
lending  his  money  at  interest,  until  he  ha^ 
got  more  than  he  can  employ  in  his  trade, 
or  as  much  Us  may  maintain  him  without 
any  care  or  trouble  ;  and  in  both  cases, 
he' is  forced  to  take  wliat  interest  he  can 
get  for  it.  Then  as  to  our  merchants  and 
shopkeepers,  who  generally  begin  with  a 
little  money,  they  engage  in  trade  gene* 
rally  because  they  cannot  live  upon  what 
interest  they  can  get  for  their  money,  or 
at  least  cannot  live  as  they  would  desire; 
and  as  their  stock  increases,  they  increase 
their  trade;  they  never  think  of  lending 
money  at  interest,  till  tliey  have  got  more 
than  they  can  emnloyin  tradcy^or  as  much 
as  may  maintain  tliem  in  an  idle  and  indo- 
lent way,  and  then  they,  as  well  as  others, 
are  obliged  to  take  what  interest  they  can 
get 

But  su{)pose,  Sir,  the  getting  of  a  high 
interest  for  money,  and  subsisting  upon 
that  interest  in  their  old  age,  was  the  only 
motive  for  people  labouring,  or  engaging 
in  trade,  are  there  any  bounds  to  be  set  to 
people^s  hopes  ?  Do  not  we  know  that 
every  man  hopes  to  get  more  by  any  trade 
or  project  than  he  generally  meets  with, 
often  more  than  he  can  reasonably  expect  ? 
And  shall  we  say  that  a  man  in  his  youth, 
when  hopes  are  most  sanguine,  may  ex- 
pect to  get  3,000/.  or  SOO/.  but  cannot  ex- 
pect to  get  4,000/.  or  400/.  and  will  there- 
fore despair  of  being  ever  able  to  get  what 
he  may  think  a  comfortable  support  for 
old  age?  This  is  so  much  contrary  to  the 
nature  of  mankind,  that  it  is  in  vain  to 
think  of  building  any  argument  upon  it* 
On  the  contrary,  as  every  man  must  get  a 
larger  sum  be&re  he  can  retire  to  live 
upon  die  interest  of  his  money,  when  in- 
terest is  low,  than  when  it  is  high,  every 
man  will  labour  with  the  more  anlour  and 
assiduity,  and  numbers  of  people  must  be 
bred  up  to  trade,  and  must  engage  in  it, 
when  interest  is  low,  who  would  be  bred 
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up,  orwouldchuseto  live  like  drones  in 
the  society,  upon  the  interest  of  their 
money,  if  the  comjnon  rate  of  interest 
were  nigh;  and  the  greater  stock  of  money 
a  man  has  to  trade  with,  the  less  profit  he 
may  sell  at,  and  consequentljr  the  more 
able  will  he  be  to  undersell  foreigners,  and 
to  improve  the  trade  of  his  country.  To 
this  we  must  add,  that  a  rich  merchant  or 
tradesman  may  retire  much  sooner  from 
busmess,  in  oitder  to  live  upon  the  interest 
of  his  money,  when  interest  is  high,  than 
he  csmdo  wnen  interest  is  low;  for  I  must 
observe,  it  is  seldom  or  never  necessity  but 
choice,  that  makes  a  rich  man  retire  from 
business :  No  man  can  grow  rich  by  the 
mere  labour  of  his  han£,  at  least  not  so 
rich  as  to  be  Me  to  live  upon  the  interest 
of  his  money  ;  a  man  must  be  a  mercliant 
or  master  tradesHian,  before  he  can  get  so 
much  money,  let  interest  be  as  high  as  it 
will ;  and  as  such  business  is'-earried  on 
by  th^  labour  of  the  head  only,  the  com- 
mon infirmities  of  old  age  never  render  a 
man  incapable  of  carrying  it  on ;  quite 
otherwise,  by  his  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence he  probably  becomes  more  capable 
than  he  was  when  young  and  healthiuU 
Therefore  we  must  conclude,  that  a  high 
interest  for  money  not  only  prevents  the 
youthful  rich  from  engaging  m  trade,  but 
makes  the  wealthy  old  leave  it  off,  both 
which  must  be  hurtful  to  the  tr>ade  of  any 
country. 

To  tell  us.  Sir,  that  the  Dutch  being 
by  nature  more  penurious  than  our  people, 
therefore  a  less  interest  may  encourage 
their  people  to  labour,  and  engage  in 
trade,  is  certainly  misting  the  effect  for 
the  cause ;  for  one  of  the  principal  causes 
of  the  penuriousness  as  well  as  industry  of 
their  people,  is  the  lowness  of  their  in* 
teresL  Mankind  are  by  nature  generally 
the  same ;  a  Dutchman,  by  his  make,  or 
constitution,  has  nothing  can  make  liim 
more  penurious  tlian  an  Enelishman.  It 
is  by  laws  and  customs,  the  numours  and 
inclinations  of  a  people  are  formed,  a^d  it 
is  the  business  of  every  wise  nation  ^  in- 
vent or  adopt  such  laws  and  customs  as 
ma^  propagate  virtue,  industry,  and  fru- 
gahty  among  the  people.  The  penurious 
nature  of  the  Dutch  is  therefore  an  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  what  is  proposed,  in^ 
stead  of  being  an  argument  against  it ; 
and  the  circumstances .  of  that  country, 
with  respect^  the  proportion  between 
their  money  and  land  estates,  will  appear 
to  be  an  argument  of  the  same  sort*  I 
shall  admit  we  have  a  much  greater  de* 
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Biaod  for  borrowing  money  at  interest 
upoD  land  estates,  than  they  have  in  Hoi- 
Ittxi ;  but  is  it  not  therefore  our  business 
to  take  all  poesiUe  methods  to  diminish 
that  demano,  or  increase  the  demand  fot 
jending  money  upon  such  securities?  If 
we  can  reduce  the  interest  payable  upon 
the  public  funds,  we  shall  be  able  to  abo- 
lish some  of  the  taxes  which  eat  up  the 
landed  gentleman's  estate,  by  increasing 
theexpence  of  his  family ;  or  we  shaU  be 
able  to  pay  off  our  debts  sooner  ;  if  we 
take  the  former  of  these  methods,  we  shall 
diminiBh  the  demand  for  borrowing  money 
upoQ  sttdi  securities  ;  if  we  take  the  latter, 
we  shall  more  quickly  increase  the  de- 
noDdibr  lending  money  upon  such  secu- 
ritieB ;  and  as  soon  as  the  proportion  be- 
tween these  two  demands  comes  to  be  the 
same  in  this  country  with  what  it  is  now, 
or  maj  then  be,  in  Holland,  will  not  our 
circumetances  be  in  that  respect  the  same  ? 
Nov,  Sir,  with    respect    to   extrava- 
gaice;  it  is  true,  the  extravagance  of 
iom  few  men  may  be  increased,  or  longer 
supported,  in  a  country  where  interest  is 
low ;  but  in  such  a  country  there  cannot 
be  such  a  number  of  extravagant  men  in 
proporttoD,  9s  in  a  country  where  interest 
i»  high,  beouise  extravagance  generally 
{raceeds  hem  an  idle  education  ;  and  as 
tbere  cannot  be  such  a  number  of  pereons 
bred  up  to  idl^iiess,  in  the.  former,  as  in 
the  latter,  therefore  we  may  depend  on  it, 
tbe  extravagant  will  be  much  less  nu- 
{oerous,  and  consequently  more  despised, 
ift  the  one,  than  in  the  other  ;  and  the 
wotempi  these  people  meet  with,  will  be 
i  much  nore  efiectual  curb  upon  their  ex- 
^vagance,  than  the  highest  rate  of  in- 
terest could  be ;  from  whence,  I  think,  it 
icertain,  the  reducing  of  interest  is  one  of 
the  most  efectual  methods  for  reitraining 
I'Heluxury  and  extravagance  of  the  people 
n  general;  and' my  argument  b  confirmed 
^  experience,  for  in  countries  where  the 
inierest  of  money  is  high,  their  pe<^le  ge- 
^^rallylive  either  in  the  utmost  penury 
»d  want,  or  in  the  height  of  luxury  and 
atntvagance* 

The  only  tolerable  plea.  Sir,  for  that 
"Section,  which  gentlemen  have  been 
^Jetted  to  make  between  a  too  high  and  a 
too  low  interest,  is,  that  if  men  cannot  get 
*Hat  the  gentlemen  have  been  pleased  to 
^^  a  moderate  interest  for  their  money, 
"^T  win  lock  it  up  in  chests,  or  hide  it  m 
^  earth.  This  is  an  argument  which 
«  often  been  made  use  of,  but  in  my 
^¥*BioB  without  any  foundation  ;  fisr  in 
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peaceable  times  we  know  that  no  private 
man  will  kee^  his  money  by  him,  but  will 
rather  lodge  it  in  some  bank  or  banker's 
hands  wi£out  any  interest;  because  in 
such  hands  it  is  secured  against  pilferers, 
thieves,  and  robbers,  which  it  cannot  be 
in  his  own  habitation.  Indeed,  in  times 
of  civil  war,  many  men  may  perhaps  hide 
their  money  in  the  earth,  because  it  cannot 
then  be  secure,  either  in  the  house  of  any 
private  man  or  public  bank  ;  but  such  an 
extraordinary  case  can  be  of  no  weight  in 
the  present  debate ;  and  if  much  larger 
sums  should  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
any  banker  than  he  nad  use  for  in  circu- 
lation, he  would  certainly  lend  it  at  1  per 
cent,  nay  at  a  ^  per  cent,  if  he  could  no 
way  turn  it  securely  to  any  better  iac* 
count ;  either  of  which  is  lower  than  tlie 
natural  interest  of  money  ever  yet  f<^  to 
in  any  country.  However,  for  argument's 
sake,  I  shall  suppose  money  become  so 
plenty  in  a  country,  that  none  of  tiieir 
own  people  will  give  any  thing  for  the  use 
of  it :  in  this  case,  it  is  certain,  their 
bankers  would  fall  upon  some  way  of  lend- 
ing it  to  foreigners,  which  would  be  an  an- 
nual advantage  to  the  nation ;  and  if  even 
tills  were  found  to  be  impossible,  if  every 
man  had  as  much  money  at  command  as 
he  had  use  for  in  his  trade  or  business, 
what  harm  could  ensue  to  the  nation,  if 
all  the  rest  of  their  money  were  locked 
up,  and  the  owners  obliged  to  pay  ware- 
house  room  for  it,  as  they  do  for  any  other 
useless  and  unvendible  commodity. 

From  what  I  have  said.  Sir,  I  think  I 
may  justly  conclude,  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  a  too  low  natural  interest  of 
money  ;  and  therefore,  with  respect  to  the 
natural  interest  of  money  in  general,  there 
can  be  no  such  thing  as  a  moderate  rate. 
It  is  a  term  to  be  made  use  of  only  "when 
we  talk  of  the  common  interest  in  different 
countries,  or  of  tlie  interest  paid  by  dif- 
ferent private  men ;  and  as  that  man  who 
has  money  at  the  most  moderate,  that  is  to 
say,  the  lowest  .rate  of  interest,  is  the  hap- 
piest and  most  thriving  man,  so  tlutt 
country  were  the  common  interest  is  at 
the  most  moderate  or  lowest  rate  is  the 
happiest  and  most  thriving  countr v.  Thez^ 
fore,  every  nation  ought  to  endeavour  as 
much  as  possible  to  bring  down  the  com«i 
mon  rate,  I  mean  the  uaturd,  not  the 
legal  rate  of  .interest^  among,  them,  in 
<N^er,  as  Mr.  Locke  has  well  observed^ 
"  lliat  their  rich  neighbours  may  not  be 
able  tomndersell  them  ;"  which  they  cer- 
tainly gan  and  will  do,  if  they  can  borrow 
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monej  at  a  less  interest ;  as  was,  I  think, 
fully  demonstrated  by  my  worthy  friend  in 
the  beginning  of  this  debate  ;  and  the  sup- 
position he  t£en  made,  that  a  man  will  al- 
ways expect  to  make  by  any  trade  double 
what  he  pays,  or  may  have,  by  way  of  in- 
terest for  the  money  employed  in  that 
trade,  was  so  far  from  being  extravagant, 
that  I  rather  think  it  was  too  nbodest ;  for 
in  carrying  on  any  trade  or  business  in 
partnership,  where  one  contributes  only 
liis  skill  and  industry,  and  the  other  the 
whole  stock  necessary  for  carrying  it  on, 
there  is  nothing  more  common  than  an 
agreement  to  divide  the  profits  between 
them,  though  he  who,  furnishes  the  stock 
generally  runs  the  whole  risk  ;  therefore  I 
Slink  it  IS  but  reasonable,  that  a  man  who 
borrows  money  at  interest  for  carrying  on 
any  trade  or  business  by  his  sole  skill  and 
industry,  should  have  as  great  a  share  of 
the  profits  as  he  who  lends  his  money 
without  running  any  risk ;  for  in*  such 
cases,  the  lender  has  always  the  borrower's 
obligation,  and  sometimes  a  pledge,  or 
some  other  collateral  assurance,  for  se- 
curing the  repayment  of  the  money  with  a 
certam  profit,  come  of  the  trade  what  will. 
And  if  a  man  employs  his  own  money  as 
well  as  his  skill  and  industry,  he  will  cer- 
tainly expect,  besides  the  common  rate  of 
interest  for  his  money,  as  great  a  reward 
at  least  for  his  skill  and  industry,  as  he 
who  has  no  money  could  expect ;  for  we 
always  find  that  the  richer  a  man  is,  the 
j^eater  value  he  puts  upon  his  skill  and 
industry.  From  which  considerations  I 
must  conclude,  that  8  per  cent,  per  annum 
is  the  least  overcharge  we  can  reckon 
upon  our  manufactures  at  every  foreign 
market,  above  those  of  tlie  same  kind  and 

foodness,  which  are  carried  thither  from 
[olland,  or  even  from  France. 
With  respect  to  the  latter,  it  is  true.  Sir, 
the  legal  interest  is  there  as  high  as  in  this 
country,  but  the  natural  interest  of  money 
between  man  and  man,  is,  by  the  best  in- 
formation I  can  have,  at  a  much  lower 
rate.  In  France  they  have  the  bad  or  the 
good  fortune  not  to  have  much  public 
credit.  Their  public  funds  are  below  par, 
even  reckoning  the  interest  at  5  per  cent, 
and  the  government  can  never  borrow  at 
that  rate ;  but  if  I  am  rightly  informed, 
^ere  is  a  great  plenty  of  money  to  be  lent 
upon  private  credit,  and  even  upon  per- 
sonal security ;  insomuch  that  the  brokers 
or  scriveners  in  that  country  are  conti- 
Btially  employed  by  the  lenders  to  seek 
eat  for  the  borrowers,  die  consequence  of 


which  is,  that  a  merchant  or  manufactured 
may  there  borrow  money  for  a'lcmg  terni 
below  the  legal  interest,  and  ui>on  his  per^ 
sonal  security,  or  perhaps  getting  anothei 
to  join  with  him,  and  Bills  are  often  dis^ 
counted  at  the  rate  of  3  per  cent  both 
which  are  a  great  advantage  to  the  tradd 
of  that  kingdom,  especially  the  former] 
because  it  encourages  merchants  and  ma^ 
nufacturers  to  launch  out  upon  any  pro* 
ject  of  trade,  much  beyond  their  owri 
proper  stock  of  ready  money.  In  thi^ 
country  it  is  ouite  otherwise.  Our  public^ 
credit  is  mucn  better  than  our  private  i 
for  if  we  except  the  discounting  of  BillsJ 
which  is  transacted  between  merchant  and 
mercliant,  or  between  a  merchant  and  hi^ 
banker,  there  is  hardly  any  private  credit] 
properly  speaking,  in  the  nation  :  I  say^ 
properly  speaking,  because  when  a  mort^ 
gage  or  pied^  is  given,  there  is  properlj 
no  credit  given  to  the  borrower.  Wd 
have  hardly  any  such  thing,  especiall]^ 
here  about  London,  as  money  lent  for  a 
long  term  upon  personal  security  at  5  pe^ 
cent,  and  even  most  Bills,  I  am  afraid,  ard 
discounted  at  a  premium  much  above  tha^ 
rate.  I  believe  I  .may  appeal  to  all  the 
brokers  and  scriveners  about  London,  ii 
they  are  ever  anplied  to  by  any  lender  oi 
money,  to  finathem  out  a  person  whd 
will  borrow  their  money  upon  personal  sei 
curity  at  the  legal  interest.  This  maked 
it  impossible  for  anv  man  to  launch  out 
upon  the  most  hopeful  project  farther  than 
his  own  stock  of  ready  money  will  reach  i 
because,  if  he  should  by  good  luck  find  d 
friend  to  lend  him  money  at  the  begin^ 
ning,  that  friend  may  die,  or  may  hav^ 
occasion  for  the  money,  before  ne  can| 
spare  it  from  the  trade  he  has  undertaken  i 
in  which  case  he  must  be  entirely  ruinedj 
unless  he  can  meet  with  such  another 
friend,  which  it  is  ten  to  one  if  he  does. 

By  this  we  may  see  die  great  advantage 
the  French  have  overus,bymeansofthelovi^ 
natural  rate  of  interest,  and  great  plenty  of 
private  credit  in  that  country.  It  is  true, 
the  advantage  this  way  is  not,  I  believe, 
equal  in  France  to  what  it  is  in  Holland ; 
but  in  France  it  is,  I  reckon,  eoual  to  fouii 
per  cent,  per  annum  at  least,  wnich  is  suf- 
ficient to  destroy  ever^  branch  of  our  tradd 
in  which  they  can  nval  us.  And  as  to 
the  convenience  of  their  ports,  I  am  sur^ 
prised  to  hear  it  said  we  can  carry  on  any| 
trade  in  the.  Mediterranean,  so  cheep  or 
so  easily,  as  the  French  can  do  at  their 
ports  of  Marseilles  and  Toulon ;  or  diat 
we  can  cariy  on  a  trade  with  Portugal,  or 
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inj  put  of  Spain  without  the  streights,  %o 
dieap  as  the  French  can  do  from  their 
ports  on  the  bay  of  Biscay.  Then  as  to 
ourovn  wooly  I  wish  with  all  my  heart  we 
could  render  the  exportation  of  it  unprac- 
ticaUe;  but,  I  believe,  the  only  effectual 
my  of  doing  so  is,  to  enable  our  manu- 
&(iurers  and  merchants  to  work  it  up  at 
borne,  and  sell  it  so  wrought  up  in  foreign 
markets,  as  che^  as  such  manufactures 
can  be  sold  by  any  of  our  neighbours;  for 
if  we  should  once  lose  the  sale  of  such 
oanofiK^tures  at  foreign  markets,  we  can- 
Dot  make  use  of  all  our  wool  in  working 
up  manofiu^tures  for  home  consumpt ; 
ind  if  we  cannot  work  it  all  up  at  home,  it 
tOI,  klce  Spanish  gold  and  silver,  find  its 
way  out,  in  spite  of  the  severest  laws,  and 
the  greatest  care  we  can  take  for  prevent- 
ing it.  Our  laws  will  then  serve  only 
far  running  down  the  price  upon  the  far- 
mer; for  as  he  must  sell,  if  he  cannot  find 
a  buyer  at  home,  he  must  take  what  price 
he  can  get  from  the  smuggling  exporter, 
vlio  in  &at  case  will  be  sure  to  make  the 
farmer  pay  for  the  risk  he  runs  in  export- 

Now,  Sir,  as  to  taxes,  I  shall  grant,  the 
taxes  both  in  France  and  Holland  are  ex- 
Irtmely  heavy,  but  I  doubt  much  if  they 
»re  80  heavy  upon,  or  so  inconvenient  to 
trade,  in  either  of  tliose  countries  as  in 
this.  I  know  it  is  g*^norally  thought  the 
Dutch  have  great  taxes  upon  trade,  and 
heavy  excises;  but,  properly  speaking, 
they  have  neither  the  one  nor  the  other. 
Their  taxes  are  all  upon  the  consumpt, 
in]  are  generally  raised,  not  at  the  time  of 
uiportation,but  upon  their  being  carried  to 
|u^ket  and  sold  for  retail  or  consumption 
fi  the  country ;  for  as  every  province,  and 
^vTj'  city  or  town  is  a  sort  of  sovereignty 
'  tliiD  itself,  and  raises,  as  well  as  imposes, 
^•ostof  the  Uxes  and  duties  paid  by  the  peo- 
ple, goods,  upon  importation,  pay  but  very 
roali duties  or  rather  fees;  the  high  duties 
are  all  paid  upon  their  being' brought  into 
ecy  of  their  cities  or  villages  for  retail  or 
coQsmoption ;  and  the  nature  of  their 
country  makes  it  easy  for  them  to  raise 
those  duties  without  sending  officers  into 
<>etT  retailer's  shop,  or  subjecting  their 
people  to  what  we  dafPthe  laws  of  excise. 
t  oeed  not  descend  further  into  particu- 
^\  it  will  be  easy  from  what  I  have  said, 
to  see  that  the  taxes  in  Holland  cannot  be 
10  troublesome  or  expensive  to  themer- 
^t  or  importer,  or  to  the  retailer,  as 
^  taxes  in  this  country  \  and  if  we  exa- 
f%  into  Ibe  taxes  imp<^ed  by  their  se- 


veral little  sovereignties,  we  shall  find^ 
great  care  has  been  taken  not  to  im- 
pose any  tax  which  may  enhance  the 
price  of  their  manufactures.  In  Fnmc« 
again  they  are  subject  to  great  incon- 
veniencies  with  respect  to  smuggling,  at 
well  as  we;  but  except  their  Taille,  I 
do  not  know  that  they  liave  any  tax  so 
troublesome  to  the  people  as  our  excises 
are.  Their  Taille,  mdeed,  is  suited  to  th« 
nature  of  their  monarchy,  it  is  arbitrary ; 
but  then  their  gentlemen  are  not  subject 
to  it,  nor  have  they  any  land  tax,  but  io, 
time  of  war,  and  even  then  it  is  but  two 
shillings  in  the  pound.  As  for  their  oUier 
taxes,  there  are,  I  believe,  none  of  them, 
except  that  upon  salt,  so  high  as  the  lik« 
taxes  in  this  country ;  nor  have  they  so 
many  of  them.  Thqy  have  no  tnx  upou 
light,  heat,  or  air ;  I  mean,  they  have  no 
tax  upon  candles,  upon  firing,  or  upon 
windows,  so  far  as  I  have  ever  heard ;  nor 
have  they  any  tax  upon  soap,  because 
they  know  it  is  a  material  necessary  for 
every  sort  of  manufacture.  Even  tipoa 
wine  they  have  no  tax,  unless  it  be 
brought  into  some  city  for  sale;  and 
therefore,  in  villages  and  country  places^ 
their  people  may  drink  the  best  of  French 
wines  as  cheap  as  our  people  can  drink 
common  beer ;  and  small  wines  they  may 
have  almost  as  cheap  as  our  people  cai» 
have  small  beer. 

But,  Sir,  without  taking  any  notice 
of  such  particulars,  we  may  be  assured, 
that  the  people  of  this  kingdom  are 
more  heavily  taxed  than  the  people 
of  France,  only  by  comparing  the  total 
amount  of  the  public  revenues  in  France 
with  the  total  amount  of  the  public 
revenues  here  at  home.  In  France  the 
total  yearly  amoimt  of  the  public  reve- 
nue is  computed  to  be  about  two  hundred 
millions  ox  livres,  which  is  but  a  little 
more  than  nine  millions  sterling ;  and  let 
any  man  look  back  upon  the  annual  reso- 
lutions of  our  Committee  of  Supply,  and 
add  to  that  the  real  produce  of  the  Civil 
List  Revenue,  and  the  produce  of  that  re- 
venue which  is  appropriated  to  pay  the 
-interest  and  principl  of  our  debts,  he  will 
find,  that  in  Britain  alone,  I  may  say  in 
England  alone,  we  have  for  many  years 
raised  above  six  million  yearly,  and  often 
above  seven ;  Which  is  above  two  thirds  of 
what  is  raised  in  France  yearly ;  and,  I  anf 
i^ure  no  mnan  will  say,  that  in  the  whole 
kingdom  of  France,  there  is  but  o^  third 
more  people  than  in  Enffland  alone.  From 
hence,  Sir^  proceeds  the  deame«  of  !*• 
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bour,  and  of  provisions  in  England ;  it  is 
not  from  our  navin^  a  greater  plenty  of 
ready  jnoney ;  for  if  ready  money  were 
more  plentiful  in  this  country,  than  in 
France,'  the  natural  interest  of  money 
jvrould  be  lower  here  than  it  is  there. 

When  I  consider  these  things.  Sir,  and 
when  I  compare  the  present  state  of  the 
trade  of  Europe  with  what  it  was  forty 
years  ago,  I  am  really  astonished  to  hear 
It  pretended,  that  the  trade  of  this 
nation  is  in  as  flourishing  a  condition  as 
ever  it  was.  Forty  years  ago,  we  had  no 
rival  in  the  East-India  trade  but  the  Dutch ; 
now  there  is  hardly  a  nation  in  Europe  but 
interferes  with  us  m  that  trade :  then,  the 
French  had  little  or  no  trade  m  Turkey, 
Spain,  or  Portugal,,  nor  exported  any 
woollen  manufactures  to  either:  now,  they 
greatly  interfere  with  us  in  every  one  of 
them,  and  export  to  each,  great  quantities 
of  woollen  manufactures.  Then,  we  had 
no  rivals  in  the  sugar  trade;  now,  the 
French  not  only  interfere  with  us,  but,  I 
am  afraid,  have  out-done  us :  Is  not  every 
country  in  Europe  now  setting  up  manu- 
factures of  all  kinds ;  and,  consequently, 
can  we  say  h  is  possible  for  us  now  to  find 
such  a  sale  for  our  jnanufactures  as  we 
found  at  that  time  ?  In  short.  Sir,  if  tt 
were  not  for  our  colonies  and  plantations 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  the  exports  we  are 
enabled  to  make  by  their  means,  I  am  con- 
yinced,  the  general  balance  of  trade  would 
be  entirely  against  us  ;  and  if  that  should 
ever  come  to  be  our  case,  as  we  have  no 
mines  of  gold  or  silver,  we  should  soon  have 
very  little  of  either  of  these  metals  amongst 
us ;  the  consequence  of  which  would  be, 
&  stagnation  of  all  sorts  of  trade  and  manu-^ 
^cture,  and  the  departure  of  most  of  our 
mechanics  and  tradesmen. 

It  is  with  i'egret.  Sir,  I  have  taken  so 
much  notice  or  our  circumstances,  and  the 
melancholy  consequences  they  ^may  be  at- 
tended with ;  but  some. people  are  so  apt 
to  ascribe  ever}'  thing  that  has  happened,^ 
or  mayhappen,to  theluxury,  extravagance, 
and  idleness  of  our  people,  that  I  thought 
myself  obliged,  in  justice  to  my  country- 
men and  fell^^subjects,  to  shew  that,  if 
any  notable  misfortune  does  happen  to  us, 
R  win  not  proceed  from  their  luxury,  ex- 
travagance,  or  idleness,  but  from  the  diQi- 
l^ulties  they  are  exposed  to,  by  means  of 
the  interest  of  money's  being  higher,  and 
the  taxes  heavier,  in  this  country,  than  in 
those  wbich  are  our  rivals  in  trade  and 
naval  power ;  and  as  I  have  done  it  with 
A%  sole  view  of  tbewing  Ae  woper  anii 
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the  only  methods  for  extricating  ourselves 
out  of  those  difficulties,  I  hope  every  man- 
who  has  a  true  regard  for  his  country  wili 
excuse  me. 

That  the  lowering  of  interest  raises  the- 
price,  and  encourages  the  improvement  of 
lands,  is  a  maxim  so  generally  received,  and 
was  so  clearly  demonstrated  by  my  worthy 
friend  in  the  beginning  of  this  debate,  that 
I  am  almost  ashamed  to  add  any  thing  faiw 
ther  upon  the  subject ;  but.  Sir,  I  must 
beg  leave  to  answer  some  of  the  objectioof 
made  against  it.  As  to  the  price  of  land^ 
it  must  necessarily  fall  or  rise,  very  near  ui 
proportion  as  the  interest  of  money  rises 
or  falls ;  because,  if  a  man  can  make  • 
^reat  deal  more  annual  profit  by  purchas* 
mg  lands,  than  by  lendmg  money,  everr 
man  will  purchase,  no  man  will  lenai 
which  must  of  course  raise  the  price  of 
lands,  as  well  as  the  natural  interest  of 
money,  till  they  come  near  upon  a  par  witl^ 
one  another.  And  surely  the  raising  the 
value  of  a  man's  estate  must  add  to  hii^ 
riches';  for  no  man  sells  in  order  to  emp]o|| 
his  money  at  interest,  unless  upon  a  6uade|| 
rise  of  the  natural  interest  of  money,  as 
happened  to  be  the  case,  immediately  i 
ter  the  Revolution,  occasioned  by  the  gn 
sums  then  borrowed  at  a  higlj  interest 
the  public.  What  makes  a  man  sell,] 
generally  to  pay  off  a  mortgage,  or  in 
der  to  divide  nis  estate  among  his  childr 
in  either  of  which  cases  he  has  a  great  i 
vantage  by  the  rise  of  the  common  pn 
of  lands.  A  man  who  has  10,000^  tan 
gage  upon  1 ,000^.  a  year  estate,  must  sd  j 
moiety  of  his  estate  to  pay  off  that  mo 
eage,  when  interest  is  at  5  per  cent, 
lands  sell  at  20  years  purchase ;  but  if  L 
terest  should  fall  to  2^  per  cent,  and  lanj 
should  of  consequence  come  to  sell  ati 
years  purchase,  which  Lam  told  is  now  1 
common*  price  in  some  parts  of  Italy,  I 
landed  gentleman  might  then  clear  his  < 
tate  of  the  mortgage,  by  the  sale  of  on^ 
fourth  part  of  it.  And  if  a  man  sells  his  ei^ 
tate  to  divide  it,  I  shall  suppose,  among  foac| 
children ;  surely  a  soil  in  tradewith  10,0001^ 
or  a  daughter  with  10,000/.  and  married  Uf\ 
a  merchant,  may  push  any  trade  furtheQ^ 
and  consequently  be  more  beneficial  t4i, 
themselves  as  well  as*,  to  their  countrjv 
than  if  they  had  but  5,000/.  each.  Uay, «! 
it  be  necessary,  that  gentlemen  in  Engliuidj 
must  always  be  called,  or  deserve  the  narad; 
of  idle  men,  as  they  are  called  in  Holland^i 
such  a  gentleman  will  have  the  same  rev6»^ 
nue  out  of  10,000/.  when  interest  is  at  2( 
per  cent,  as  he  could  have  in  the 
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rest 

Ai  to  tbe  improvemeiit  of  land,  the  only 
objection  that  had  beea  made  to  it,  is,  that 
the  price  c^  labour  and  materials,  fit  for 
uoprotciiient,  will  rise  in  proportion  to 
die &11  of  interest;  but  thk,  Sir,  will  not 
hold;  fiirthe  price  of  nothing  that  can 
be  imported  will  rise  in  pn^ortion  to  the 
&I1  or  interest;  the  only  reason  why  the 
priee  of  land  rises  in  that  proportion^ 
MiDg,  because  they  eannot  be  imported. 
As  tolsbour,  whenerer  its  price  begins  to 
me,  workmen  and  laibourers  of  all  kinds 
will6ock  hi  upon  you  fhmi  countries  where 
hboir  ii  cheap ;  and  as  to  all  sorts  of  ma- 
terial and  provbioiis,  since  they  may  be 
imported  from  other  countries,  your  home 
produce  dn  nerer  sell  for  more  than  such 
cosuBodities  can  be  imported  and  sold  for ; 
tslesi  you  should  prohibit,  or  load  with 
dutieft,  the  importation  of  those  materials 
or  provisicms,  which  are  necessary  for  the 
iaprofement  of  your  lands»  et  the  subsis- 
tence of  your  poor,  which  no  nation, 
nidy,  will  erer  be  mad  enough  to  do. 

After  havtnff  hettid  -such  estaUished 
wans  in  trade  cdntroirekted,  I  hardly 
Mievcd  the  gentlemen  of  the  other  side 
flftheqaestion  woitid  have  admitted  any 
thinfrinthisdttbate;  but,  t  find>  Sir,  thev 
^admit^that  by  the  reduotion  proposed, 
iesatjoii  may  get  Hd  of  debt  three  years 
»9Qer,ornMy  abolish  some  of  our  mo&t 
kifT  tates,  and  yet  get  entirely  rid  of 
to  almost  as  sooni.  However,  they  have 
tsdesroured  to  viHiy  this,  advantage  as 
aacb  as  possible,  and,  therefore^  I  must 
pe  joa  ti»e  trouble  to  hear  it  stated  in 
^  true  light.  In  order  to  do  this,  I  must 
^b^er? e,  tbit  every  tax  laid  upon  any  com- 
^tj,  raises  the  price  of  that  commodity 
t^eatdeal  higher  than  the  vakie  of  the 
^  laid  upon  it ;  because  the  merchant  or 
retailer  nusl  be  paid  fbr  the  risk  and  in* 
^i^  of  thai  money  which  he  pays  foi^ 
^  tax,  as  irdl  as  of  that  money  which 
^  jays  for  the  prime  cost  of  the  com- 
wt? :  And  I  must  likewise  Observe,  that 
*peincnces  of  collecting  eve^y  tax  are, 
^  paio  by  the  people;  so  that  upon  all  our 
(Moms  and  excises  in  general,  I  mny 
^Qipute,  the  people  pay  about  one  third 
^  than  the  net  produce  brought  in  to 
M  poblic  Now  as  the  interest  now  paid 
t^lj  upon  all  oar  public  debts,  and  the 
Nuking  Fund  together,  amount  to  above 
w«c  millions  yearly,  I  miist  reckon,  that 
***»d«  raising  this  net  sum,  the  people 
i^yynriy four  millions;  so  thdt  if  by  re- 
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ducbg  the  interest  upon  all  our  public 
funds  to  3  per  cent,  and  continuing  all  our 
taxes  till  the  whole  be  paid  off,  the  nation 
do  get  entirely  rid  of  debt  three  yeai* 
sooner  than  we  can  do  if  the  interest  b^ 
continued  at  four,  our  people  will  save  the 
value  of  this  Annuity  nnr  three  years  $  and 
as  an  Annuity  of  four  million^  for  three 
years  at  4  per  cent  compound  interest, 
amounts  to  12,486,400{.  we  must  reckon, 
that  by  this  reduction,  the  people  of  this 
nation  will  save  that  whole  sum;  a  saving 
which,  I  hope,  will  not  appear  inconside- 
rable, however  trifling  the  three  years  dif- 
ference, as  to  the  time  of  getting  entirely 
rid  of  our  debts,  may  appear. 
^  But  suppose,  Sir,  that  upon  the  reduc-^ 
tion  of  interest,  we  should  i^bolish  taxes 
equal  in  yearly  amount  to  that  annud 
saving.  As  the  amount  or  yeaifly  pro^ 
duce  of  the  taxes  upon  soap  and  candles 
comes  nearest  to  tlus  saving,  I  shsdl  sup« 
pose  them  to  be  abolished.  These  two 
taxes  produced  in  the  year  ending  at  Mid^ 
summer  last,  about  365,000/.  net ;  so  that» 
bcluding  the  expences  of  management,  I 
reckon  there  was  about  400,000^  raised 
upon  the  people;  and  as  the  advanced 
price  upon  both  these  commodities  is 
reckoned  near  double  the  value  of  the  tax 
laid  upon  them,  I  am  sure,  I  may  reckon, 
the  people*  pay  at  least  600,000^  a  year, 
on  account  of  these  two  taxes ;  which  is 
an  Annuity  they  are  to  get  free  irom  by 
this  reduction  25  years  sooner  than  they 
can  do,  if  interest  be  continued  at  4  pelt 
cent  But  an  Annuity  of  600,0001.  a  year 
for  25  years,  at  4  per  cent  compound 
interest,  amounts  to  24,987,540?.  In  this 
case,  as  the  nation  will  continue  in  debt 
two  years  and  a  lialf  longer  than  if  thing4 
fthould  continue  upon  their  present  footing, 
we  must  deduct  from  this  sum  the  Annuity, 
which  the  people  are  to  pay  for  that  time  ; 
which  Annuity  will  consist  of  the  present 
Sinking- Fund,  being  about  1,150,000/.  and 
the  interest  upon  our  present  debt  at  i 
per  cent  beii^g  about  1,440,000/.  suppos- 
ine  our  debts  to  amount  to  48  millions. 
These  two  sums  added  together  maki 
2,590,000/.  to  which  add  a  third  more; 
and  it  makes  above  3,450,000/.  which  id 
the  Annuity  the  people  are  to  pay  for  twd 
years  and  a  half  longer  than  they  would 
otherwise  do;  therefore,  as  I  have  said^  this 
Annuity  for  that  time  at  3  per  cent,  corn- 
pond  intetest,  being  near  8,730,000/.  must 
be  deducted  from  24,987,540/.  and  th^ 
remaining  sum,  which  is  above  16,250,00Q/b 
is  the  sum  aur  people  Will  save  bjra  f  educ* 
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lion  of  interest,  and  immediately  i^olisb- 
iiig  the  taxes  upon  soap  and  candles ;  and 
this  saving  will,  I  hope,  be  looked  on  as  a 
sufficient  atonement  for  our  continuing  two 
jears  and  a  half  longer  in  debt. 

J  beg  pardon,  Sir,  for  making  so  oirfch 
use  of  calculation^  but  upon  this  subject  it 
is  impossible  to  argue  without  figures,  and 
Iks  tbere  is  nothing  mysterious  or  uncom- 
mon in  the  calculations  I  have  n^uie  use 
of,  I  hope  gentlemen .will^foreive  me;  for 
firom  these  emulations  the  aayantage  the 
nation  will  reap  from  the  reduction  only, 
is  made  manitest  beyond  contradiction: 
and  now  I  shall  examine  the  pretended 
disadvantage^.  In  the  first  place,  we  are 
told,  our  tioble  families  and  landed  gentle- 
men must  ruin  their  estates,  in  order  to 
provide  for  their  younger  children ;  as  if  it 
were  absol^itely  necessary  the  younger 
children  of  all  landed  gentlemen  should  be 
bred  up  to  idleness,  in  order  to  live  like 
fine  gentlemen  and  ladies  upon  the  interest 
of  their  money.  Sir,  this  is  po  far  from 
being  neoessar}-,  that  we  certainly  ought  to 
prevent  it,  if  possible ;  and  the  only  way  of 
preventing  it' is,  to  lower  the  common  rate 
of  interest :  the  younger  son  of  the  best 
nobleman  in  the  kingdom  may  make  as 
good  a  figure,  and  I  am  sure  maybe  much 
more  serviceable  to  his  country,  by  being 
bred  up  a  merchant,  than  by  being  bred 
up  to  follow  plays  and  operas  in  town,  or 
fox-hounds  and  horse-matches  in  the  coun- 
try. But,  suppose  that  every  landed  gen- 
tleman should  be  obliged  to  give  bis 
younger  children  greater  fortunes ;  i^  he  is 
frugal,  and  \tsi&  a  mind  to  provide  for  them 
by  a  narrow  way  of  living,  he  will  save  a 
jreat  deal  more  yearly  in  the  expence  of 
Ais  family,  by  the  abolishing  of  some  of  our 
most  heavy  taxes,  by  which  he  will  be 
enabled  to  ^ve  them  greater  fortunt;^.  If 
he  has  a  mmd  to  leave  them  a  mortgage 
upon  his  estate,  a  proportionable  addition 
to  their  fortunes  wifi  be  no  additi<mal 
burden  upon  his  estate ;  for  as  the  total 
value  of  his  estate  must  increase  in  propor- 
tion, and  the  yearly  value  likewise  may 
probably  be  much  improved,  a  mortgage 
of  20,000^.  for  younger  childrens  portions, 
when  interest  i  reduced  to  S  per  cent,  and 
the  price  of  lands  raised  to  above  33  years 
purchase,  will  be  no  greater  burden  upon 
an  estate,  as  to  the  total  value,  than  1 2,000^« 
Is,  now  that  interest  is  at  5  per  cent,  and 
the  price  of  lands  at  20  years  purchase; 
and  as  to  the  interest  money,  surely  600^. 
la  year,  the  interest  of  20,000/.  at  3  per 
etnt.  €aa  be.  no  greater  charge  upon  the  < 


improved  rent  of  an  estate^  than  600^  g 
year,  the  interest  of  12,000/.  at  5  per  cent 
upon  the  present  rent  of  the  same  estate, 
without  any  improvement. 

To  preCendf  Sir,  that  all  branches  d 
trade  are,  or  can  be  overstocked,  is  a  verj 
great  mistake,  a^d  a  very  dangerous  mii. 
take,  if  it  should  ever  obtain,  so  much  cre- 
dit as  to  influence  the  public  measures  d 
a  country ;  for  no  sort  of  trade  or  businoi 
relating  to  the  exports  of  a  countiy  canbfi 
overstocked;  but  on  the  contrary,  tbc 
more  there  are  of  every  such  trade  orbusi* 
ness,  the  cheaper  tbe  commodities  thq 
manufacture  or  deal  in  will  be  sold  ii  fa* 
reign  markets ;  and  the  che^er  they  ag 
sold,  the  more  of  them  w^ill  be  sold,  thf 
more  certainly  will  you  prevent  foreigneQ 
from  interfering  with  you  in  the  trade; 
which  will  always  be  a  benefit  to  the  na 
tion  in  general,  though  not  so  advantaseoH 
to  the  particular  persons  concerned.  Ishd 
supf)06e,  for  example's  sake  only^  that  t^ 
original  materials  of  a  hat  sold  beyond  s^ 
for  a  ffuinea,  do  not  cost  above  ?£•  ^ 
that  ^e  other  14«.  are  divided  between  d|{ 
workmen  for  their  labour ;  the  master-ipi 
nufacturer  for  his  profit,  smd  his  trouUeJi| 
employing  those  workmen ;  and  the  vm 
chantrexporter,  for  his  profit,  and  tioufaii 
in  exporting :  if  you  should,  bv  increaM 
the  number  of  workmen  ana  dealers  | 
this  way,  bring  the  workmen  lio  work  f^M 
4th  part  less  wages,  aod  ifa^  master-maoa 
facturery  and  m^rdiapt-e^Kporter,  tote 
for  a  4ih  part  less  piwt,  tliat  bat  woiiji 
th^i  be  sold  in  a  fcureign  market  for  13| 
6d*  and  if  by  selling  so  cheap  you  liv^ 
engross  the  market,  you  would  probaUh 
sell  two  liats  for  every  one  you  now  sei{ 
so  that  for  every  guinea  now  returned  % 
the  nation,  there  would  then  be  35s.  ai 
tumed,and  double  tlie  workmen  employe^ 
with  this  additional  advantage,  that  yd 
would  much  more  certainly  preserve  tfa^ 
trade  than  you  can  do  at  present.  Tb| 
it  appears  that  the  workmen  and  dealersi 
any  such  braneh  of  trade  can  never  be  t« 
numerous,  and  therefore,  the  trade  oq 
never  be  overstocked,  unless  we  su[^kii 
it  possible  that  one  nation  might  have  mot! 
of  such  dealers  and  workmen  than  wouli 
be  sufficient  to  serve  the  whole  world.  \ 
is  true,  all  thos^professions  and  brancbi 
of  trade  not  any  way  concerned  in  expod 
may  be  overstocked ;  but  ev«i  with  rei 
pect  to  tliem,  the  more  there  are  the  bettei 
and  the  cheaper  our  people  will  be  served 
and  when  they  are  very  much  overstockd 
those  who  cannot  live  by  the  business  ths| 
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irefebred  io,  will  seek  ibr  employment  in 
fome  other  way,  and  few  or  none  of  the 
wof  generation  will  be  bred  to  that  sort 
of  business;  therefore  the  public  has  vevy 
ftde  concern  about  the  overstocking  'of 
tnj  branch  of  trade ;  their  care  ought  to 
be  to  force  88  many  df  their  people  into 
titde  as  possible,  and  then,  like  a  good 
leoeial  of  an  army,  to  take  special  care 
Ifcit  their  enemies  or  rirals  shall  gain  no 
Icddental  or  artful  advantage  of  them,  in 
my  branch  of  trade,  in  which  they  are  or 
iUT  be  employed. 

As  to  £inntng,  I  believe,  there  is  no 
|reit  danger  that  many  of  our  gentlemen's 
Hoiii  would  betake  themselves  to  that  sort 
Htf  hininesS)  let  us  reduce  interest  to  what 
lie  wiO;  but  if  they  should,  it  would  not 
Hffdy  be  a  disadvantage  to  our  landholders 
fo  have  rich-  tenants,  or  to  have  more  bid- 
5ien  for  the  leases  of  their  farms.  The 
•fekAer  the  tenants  are,  the  more  able  will 
be  to  improve  their  farms,  and  the 
ponctnaOy  i^ill  the  rent  be  paid ;  and 
more  bidders  there  are,  the  more  easily 
the  landlord  raise  his  rent ;  so  that 
is  one  of  the  strongest  arguments  for 
'^  that  a  low  interest  will  naturally 
the  yeariy  value  of  our  land 
Then  as  to  the  widows  and  or- 
concerned  in  oar  funds,  'and  who 
Dodking  else  to  depend  on  for  a  sub- 
;  a  widow  or  orphan  who  has  5001. 
stock,  wOl  after  the  reduction  have 
a  year,  and  I  cannot  thhik  any  person 
hai  15/. -a  year  certam,  without  labour 
toil,  csn  be  reckoned  an  object  of  com- 
becaase  there  are  many  places  in 
where  a  single  person  may  live 
^ly  upon  such  an  income.  But 
idoOL  stock,  which  is  double  the 
if  we  examine  the  lists  before  us, 
flhaU  find  many  of  the  persons  in  those 
I  have  somethmg  dse  to  trust  to ;  and 
there  were  none  such,  the  number  of 
can  bear  no  proportion  to  the  millions 
^^oor  that  will  be  relieved  by  abolishing 
f  one  of  our  heavy  taxes,  nor  ought  it 
be  of  any  weight  in  our  deliberations 
Ipai  an  affiur  in  which  the  preservation  of 
wrtiade  k  so  essentially  concerned. 
'*  Lastly,  Sir,  I  must  take  notice  of  the 

todisadvaotll^,  which,  it  is  pretended, 
I  accrue  to  the  cities  of  London  and 
fVTestminster,  and  the  counties  adjacent, 

t  a  reduction  of  the  interest  paj^able  upon 
public  fands.  If  this  reduction  should 
i^fen  to  be  general  upon  all>  our  funds, 
i^fmM  amount  to  about  400,000^.  a  year ; 
irtoiiee  mm  how  this  ilrould afiect  the 


trade  of  the  retailers,  farmers,  gardeners, 
and  tradesmen,  in  and  cd>out  the  city  of 
London.  First  we  must  observe,  there  is 
at  least  one  4th  part  of  our  funds  belongs 
to  persons  who  reside  abroad ;  so  that  we 
must  deduct  at  least  100,000/.  from  tluis 
400,000/.  and  then  there  will  remain  but 
300,000/.  Next  we  must  observe,  that  a 
great  part,  by  far,  I  believe,  the  greatest 
part  of  our  funds  belong  to  persons  who 
do  not  spend  i,  some  not  -^  of  the  reve- 
nue they  have  fVom  those  funds ;  and  some 
part  of  them  belongs  to  persons  who  reside 
for  the  whole  or  ^eatest  part  of  the  year 
in  distant  counties;  so  that  upon  the 
whole,  I  believe,  I  may  reckon  there  is 


not  above  4  part  of  this  300,000/.  actually 
spent  yearly  in  or  about  London :  there- 
fore the  most  we  can  reckon  is,  that,  by 
this  reduction,  the  inhabitants  in  and  about 
London  will  lose  the  taking  of  100,000/.  a 
year,  which  they  now  take  yearly  from  our 
stockholderir  for  wares  purchased  out  of 
their  shops,  farms,  or  gardens,  or  for  work 
done ;  but  as  many  of  the  wares  purchased 
in  their  shops  either  come  from  abroad,  or 
from  the  distant  counties  of  Britain,  there- 
fere,  I  am  |ure,  we  may  reckon  the  inha- 
bitants in  and  about  London  will  not  lose 
of  real  profit  or  wages  above  50,000/.  a 
year.  And  as  every  man,  who  retrenches 
his  expence,  begins  with  that  which  is  the 
most  superfluous,  we  may  presume  this 
loss  will  fall  chiefly  upon  our  plays,  operas, 
concerts,  and  masouerades ;  in  which  case, 
the  industrious  ana  useful  part  of  the  inha- 
bitants will  suffer  little  or  no  diminution  ia 
their  present  custom  or  business. 

This,  Sir,  is  the  charge ;  and  now  let 
me  turn  to  the  other  side  of  the  account, 
according  as  it  will  stand  by  the  proposi- 
sition  my  worthy  friend  has  made  to  us. 
He  proposes,  that  if  this  reduction  takes 
place,  the  duties  upon  Candles,  Soap,  Coals 
and  Leather  should  be  taken  off.  I  shall 
suppose  only  t^e  two  first  taken  off;  be- 
cause these  two  alone  will,  I  am  sure,  do 
much  more  than  balance  the  account.  I 
have  already  shewn  that^he  people  of  Eng- 
land pay  at  least  600,000/.  a  year  for  Soap 
and  Candles,  more  than  they  would  pay  if 
there  were  no  such  duties ;  therefore  the 
taking  off  these  duties  will  be  a  yearly 
profit  of  600,000/.  a  year  to  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  England ;  and  as  the  cities  of  Lon- 
don and  Westminster,  borough  of  South- 
wark,  and  counties  adjacent,  consume 
more  Soap  and, Candles  than  all  the  rest  of 
the  kingdom,  or  at  least  pa^  more  than 
hitf  of  the  yearly  produce  of  tlie  duties. 
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we  must  reckon  tbat  the  taking  off  of  these 
two  duties  will  be  a  yearly  saving,  and 
consequently  a  yearly  profit,  of  300,000/. 
to  the  inhabitants  in  and  about  London,  as 
sax  atonement  for  the  50,000/.  a  year  they 
are  to  lose  by  the  reduction  of  interest, 
and  thereby  lessenmg  the  yearly  revenue, 
and  consequently  the  expence  of  our  stock- 
l^olders. 

But,  Sir,  as  this  saving  may  at  first  view 
appear  a  little  extraordinary,  I  must  trou* 
bie  you  with  another  comj^utation,  to  shew 
that  it  is  fur  from  bein^  imaginary.    Let 
•me  suppose  then,  that  m  London,  West- 
minster, Southwark,  and  the  counties  ad- 
jacent, there  is  but  a  million  of  people; 
300,000  /•  a  year  divided  among  a  miUion 
of  persons  comes  to  6  &  a  year  to  every 
person,  for  his  share  of  what  is  paid  on 
account  of  the  duties  on  soap  and  candles; 
80  that  a  man  who  has  six  persons  in  his 
&^^y9  by  this  computation,  is  presumed 
to  pay  but  S6sm  a  year  on  account  of  these 
two  duties ;  and  considering  that  for  every 
pound  of  candles  he  buys^  there  is  2tL  laid 
out  on  account  of  the  duty ;  and  for  every 
pound  of  soap  he  buys,  or  is  brought  on 
his  account,  there  is  at  least  2}c^  1^  out 
qn  account  of  the  duty ;  I  believe  this  com- 
putation will  not  appear  extravagant ;  for 
It  is  supposing  him  to  consume  but  10  or 
12  dozen  of  candles,  and  6  or  7  dozen  of 
soap,  which  I  think  is  the  least  ve  can 
suppose  to  be  consumed  by  our  shop- 
keepers and  tradesmen,  one  with  another, 
in  their  shops,  kitchens,  chambers,  and 
workinff-houses*     From  hence  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  the  inhabitants  in  and  about 
the  city  of  London  would  gain  250,000/. 
a  year  clear  profit  by  the  proposition 
now  before  us;  and  if  to  this  we  should 
add  the  yearly  saving,  and  consequently 
yearly  profit,  that  would  accrue  to  them, 
py  aooiishing  the  duties  upon  coais  and 
father,  I  am  amazed  how  any  citizen  of 
London,  not  deeply  concerned  in  stocks, 
can  disapprove  of  such  a  proposition ;  I 
Bfn  sure  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
qiade    it,  deserves    their   thanks  in   the 
ijaost  public  and  the  most  grateful  man- 
ner. 

The  two  ends  proposed  by  this  Scheme 
are,  it  is  true.  Sir,  either  to  enable  us 
t.o  pay  our  debts  off  sooner  than  we  can 
Qtherwise  do,  or  to  give  an  immediate 
relief  to  our  people,  by  abolishing  some 
of  our  most  heavy  taxes ;  but  these  two 
ends  are  proposed  separately,  or  rather 
disjunctively,  and  not  jointly,  as  the  gen- 
tlemen of  th^  other  side  of  th^  quc^on 
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have  represeoted;  and  that  it  wiB  not 
be  incompatible  but  necessarily  effectual 
for  one  or  the  other  of  these  ends,  accord- 
ing as  we  shall  chuse,  the  gentlenaiea 
themselves  have  acknowledgecL  When 
we  have  approved  of  the  scheme,  in  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  reduction  of  inte* 
rest,  it  is  then  time  enough  tQ  chuse 
which  of  these  ends  we  shcol  ^ply  the 
saving  to ;  but  I  cannot  he^  now  declar- 
ing my  opinion,  that  we  ought  to  apply 
that  saving  and  something  more,  to  the 
immediate  sibolishing  of  spme  of  our  taxea; 
not  only  because  the  People  will  gain 
more  by  an  immed^e  relief  from  some  of 
our  most  heavy  taxes,  than,  they  cai»  gain 
by  a  total  disc^ge  of  our  iAU  S  or 
4  years  sooner  or  later,  bv^  becauae  it  ia 
become  ahaolutoly  necessary,  if  w«  have 
a  mind  to  preserve  our  trade,  to  abolish 
some  of  oar  taxes^  aa  wellaa  to  reduce  th& 
natural  interest  of  v^oney. 

I  have  always  been,  Sij^,  and  still  am 
against  applying   the  SiuJung-Fwid^  or 
any  part  of  it,  to  the  current  service ; 
because  I  think  such  an  appliqation  di- 
rectly contrary  to   the  ix»tei^ioa  of  its 
establishment,  as  well  aa  incon«ia|ea)b  with 
that  justice  which  is  dua  ta  our.  public 
creditors.    The  ultimate  end  and  intention 
of  its  estabiishcnent  was,  to  fireo  the  peo- 
ple firom  some  of  thosQ  tas^ea  ikef  waie 
then  subje4;t  to,  and  which,  were  mort- 
gaged for  the  payment  of  those  debts  coop 
tracted  \)e£ose  December  25,  1716,  and 
the    only  means  of  doioa  this  was  hv 
payixig  off  by  dcigrees  the  £bts,  for  which 
those  taxes  were  mortgaged;  but  when 
you.  have  paid  off  those  debts,  you  have 
It  certainly  io  your  power,  either  to  apply 
the  savii^  made  by  such  payment,  to  in- 
crease, for  the  future,  the  oinking-Fund, 
or  you.  may  a»i)ly  that  saving  to  Ui|»  ulti- 
mate end  ana  iateotion  of  the  e^ahlii>h- 
ment  of  that  fuad,  I  mean,  the  freeing 
of  the   people  firom  9ome  tax  or  other, 
whose  yeaay  produce  doea  not  ^ceed 
the  amount  of  the  sttving  vour  have  made 
by  such  payment-    That  this  laas  the  opi- 
mon,  of  parliament  appeajira  from  the  almost 
unanimous  resolution  with  respect  U^  abo- 
lishing the  Salt-Duty ;  for  IT  dc»  apt  re- 
member that  apy  gentleman  thea  iasi^ted, 
upon  the  creditom  having  an  inde&asibla 
right,  not  only  to  the  S(ikii)g-Faiid  as  it 
tli^a  stood,  but  to  all  the  sftvinga  which 
ought  grow  by  die  payments  madto  to  the 
public  creditors.;  aad  that  none  of  those 
ta^ea  mortgaged  for  the  paynwe^  of  our 
public  dd>l».  coKiU.  bot  takea  oS  or  «ba- 
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lidiedbj  fMniiament,  as  long  as  there  wm 
a  fkSijig  due  of  those  debts,  for  which 
the  uxes  were  mortgaged. 

Bui  suppose^  Sir,  this  had  been  then,  or 
SCanjtime  since^my  opmion,  I  am  sure 
I  bave  latdy  found  v&y  good  reasons  for 
duBi|iDg  it;  for  I  am  now  fully  convinced; 
the  SinkiDg-Fund  will  never  be  duly  aad 
isgulsrly  applied^  either  to  the  payment 
of  tboie  debts  contracted  before  the  year 
1716»  or  to  the  abolishing  of  any  of  the 
taxis  mortga^^  for  that  ptupose:  I  am 
B0V  I9  ezpenence  fully  convinced,  it  is 
a  fond  which  ministers  in  all  time  com- 
iM  vittbembbling  at;  Mid  I  do  not  tlunk 
I  We  say  great  reason  to  expect,  tfa^ 
fSiUsments  will  be  less  compliant  to 
lunisters  in  tame  to  come,  than  they  hove 
been  in  time  past^  For  this  reason,  Sir^ 
1  an  so  fiur  froai  desiring  to  see  the 
Siakh^Fimd  increased,  that  if  a^y  other 
jNKttble  method  cqa  be  contrived  n^  pay- 
Bgeor  debts  honoorab^  and  fairly,  I 
diatt  be  Ux  having  it  entirely  abolish^; 
bscsnee,  I  am  aS?aid»  it  may  hereafter 
|iDve  a  fiwd  fi»  running  the  nation  into. 
MsdesB  expences,  ofto^er  than  it  witt 
fisve  a  fond  for  dischareiBg  sdaiy  part  of 
«w  debt,  or  freekig  mb  p^^le  froput 
ttjF  sf  the  heavy  taxes  Ih^  now  gvosn 
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vearsy  ._ „ 

tit%  ana  applying  the  purchase  money 
tMsrds  [laying  w  wa  debts  as  &r  as  ib 
vtt  ao,  is  the  only  way  <^  paying  off 
ear  iebts  hoooiuraUy  aad  fairly,  ami  at 
tifes  asBse  tipie  anmihj^ting  the  whole  or 
agseat  part  of  ti^  S^kin^-Vuoid;  there- 
WD^l  most  heaitfly  join  with  my  wesliiy 
fiieod  in  that  part  of  his  scheme  whin 
sibtes  to  the  opening  books  of  subscript 
tisa  for  the.sdie  of  annuflfeiee,.  upon  the 
tBQBshe  proposes;  because  these  aaniii- 
4es  win  cease  oi  coura#;  andas  soon  as 
anficitiit  nuaabev  o£  them  are  sold,  we 
swy  then  order  it  so^  that  the  taaces  shaft 
fBaas  of  course,  aod  in  proportion  as  die 
SPDoities  shaU*  cease  or  detesmioo:  where- 
SI,  if  we  continue  upon  die  present  foot- 
ing; I  aai  afiaid  die  doctrine  lately 
btoacbed  will  prevail,  that  the  nation 
osght  ahr^s  to  he  kept  under  its  present 
iMikof  debts,  and  the  people  under  their 

Cent  load  of  taxes;  and  that  the  Sink- 
Ftad  will  be  geneoally  diverted  to^ 
wris  tile  current  service,  or  towards  dis« 
disiging  some  debt  latelv  contracted,  in 
opiar  to  gain  the  fidse  and  empty  applanae 
ftr  fituat  mmisters,  tfaati  Ihay  have  not 


laid  any  unnecessary  h)ads  upon  the  pe<H 
pie  or  subjected  them  to  any  new  and  un- 
heard-of taxes. 

As  for  the  practicabihty  of  the  Scheme, 
I  believe.  Sir,  That  will  sufficiently  aiH 
pear,  by  setting  the  gentlemen  of  the 
other  side  of  the  question  ri^ht,  in  a  mis- 
take they  have  committed,  with  respect  to 
the  present  natural  rate  of  interest  upon 
pubfic  securities,  lliey  have  told  m,  Uiaft 
if  the  present  rate  of  interest  li^OA  such 
securities  were  at  3  per  cent,  our  Annm- 
ties  at  4  per  cenU  ought  to  sell  at  ISS^ 
Bank  stock  at  18d|,  and  East-India  at 
200^.  per  cent.  This  calculation,  I  sup- 
pose, they  take  from  this  proportion,  ti4t 
if  3  per  cent,  gives  lOtf.  4  per  cent,  the 
present  dividend  on  4r  per  cent.  Annuities, 
ought  to  give  133^,  and  so  for  the  rest  in 
proportion  to  th^r  respective  dividendb; 
but  does  not  every  gentleman  see  the 
error  in  this  method  of  ealculatioa?  How- 
ever,, to  make  this  error  maaifest,  I  must 
observe,  that  the  pciceL  of  every  one  of  our 
stocks  at  par,  is  the  prke  of  aa  Annuity 
to  continue  tiU  the  principal  be  repaid  ; 
because  the  public  stands  obliged  to  pav 
tliem  IGO/.  m  liiaiiey^  for  every  l(M. 
stock  they  stand  possMsed  of:  but  as  to 
the  advance^  pnce  ufnsn  ajsy  of  our  stocks^ 
iifc  is  the  price  of  an  Anmuty  to  continue 
£c>racectain  or -usieertain  term  of  years  d 
\fondp9rdu9  as  the  French  caU  it ;  that  is, 
upea  the  ceasmg  of  the  Annuity  the  prin^ 
cipak  is  to  be  entirely  lost ;  because^  left 
that  advanced  price  nse  as  high  as  it  witt, 
the  public  stands  obliged  to  pay  them  no 
more  than  ICO/*  in  money,,  for  evesy  1002; 
!  stock  tbe3^  stand  possessed  o£ 

Now,  Sir,  with  respect  to  oar  Annuitka 
at  4i  per  cent,  does  neii  every  one  suppose 
we  6nettbeaMei»6.  years  to  reduce  thena 
to  3  per  cent,  but  supposing  it  shouki  be 
10  years,  tiiea  if  the  natimi  kiterest  off 
money  be  no  low<er  than  3  per  cent  our 
4*  per  cent.  Annuities,  ought  not  to  sell  fiit 
afaHMre  108^  per  cent,  because  in  that  casay 
^  Annuity  of  3  per  cenL  till  the  prin-« 
cipal  be  repaid^  can  be  worth  no  mare,  nor 
eao  it  seH  for  any  more  than  100/.  And  an 
annuity  of  1  per  ceaS.  lor  10  years,  at  the 
end  ot  which  tinae  the  princ^ial  is  to  be 
sunk,  as  well  as  the  Annuity  to>  cease,  ia 
in  present  vahie,  at  the  same  sate  of  in*« 
terest,  worth  no  more,  nor  can  sell  it  for 
any  more  than  84^ ;  so  that  according  to 
the  present  price  of  our  4  per  cent.  An- 
nuities, the  natund;  interest  of  money  must 
be  under  3  pec  oeat.  because  tfiey  sell 
&r  lltd&pao  centwhkkia^^  per  cenC 
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higher  than  they  could  isell  for^  if  the  na- 
tural interest  pf  money  were  not  under  S 
per  cent. 

Then  as  to  the  Bank,  it  is  well  known 
they  divide  but  5  j-  per  cent,  that  their  term 
expires  in  6  years,  and  that  their  Annuity 
cannot  continue  any  longer  than  that  time ; 
l»ecau6e  if  proper  measures  be  taken,  the^ 
may  be  paid  off  in  that  time,  and  if  their 
term  of  banking  be  continued  any  longer, 
they  ought  to  pay  a  valuable  consideration 
for  it ;  irom  wnence  we  must  reckon,  that 
their  stock,  if  the  natural  interest  of  money 
were  no  higher  than  3  per  cent,  ought  not 
to  sell  for  above  11S4  or  114  per  cent,  at 
tnost,  which  is.  100/.  for  the  Annuity  of  3 
per  cent,  till  the  principal  be  repaid,  and 
13j-  or  14  for  an  Annuity  of  2^  per  cent 
for  6  years,  the  principal  to  be  then  sunk. 
And  lastly,  as  to  East-India  stock,  as  they 
are  now  established  a  company  for  ever, 
^.^d  their  exclusive  privilege  to  continue 
till  the  ybar  1769,  and  as  the^  divide  6 
per  cent.  2  per  cent,  whereof  is  irom  the 
profits  of  their  trade,  suppose  the  natural 
interest  of  money  no  lower  than  3  per 
cant,  their  stock  ought  not   to  sell  for 
above  149|  per  cent,  which  is  100/.  for  the 
8  per  cent  to  continue  till  the  principal 
be  repaid,  8  and  some  more  than  j.  per 
cent,  for  the  1  per  cent^  Annuity,  which 
it  is  supposed  the  government  must  as  yet 
pay  for  10  years,  and  near  41  per  cent 
for  an  Annuity  of  2  per  cent  to  continue 
for  32  years,  being  the  residue  of  the  term 
of  their  exclusive  privilege,  at  the  end  of 
which  the  dividend  of  2  per  cent,  from 
the  profits  of  their  trade  will  probably 
cease ;  and  the  principal  money  now  paid 
for  the  Annuity  proceeding  from  those 
profits  will  be  entirely  sunk ;  so  that  sup- 
posing the  natural  interest  of  money  at  3 
per  cent  the  premium  upon  Bank  stock, 
according  to  the  price  it  now  sells  for,  is 
above  37  per  cent,  and  the  premium  upon 
East-India  stock,  is  above  30  per  cent 
I^oth  which  are  much  higher  than  the  pre- 
mium upon  3  per  cent  securities,  and  is 
occasioned,  I  believe,  by  people's  being 
generally  of  opinion,  that  the  exclusive 
privilege  will  be  continued  to  each  of  the 
Companies  respectively,  perhaps  for  many 
generations,    without    their    being    ever 
obliged  to  pay  a  full  and  adequate  consi- 
deration to  the  public  for  tlie  renewal  of 
their  term. 

From  hence  it  must  appear,  that  the  na? 
tural  rate  of  interest  upon  all  public  secu- 
rities is  under  3  per  cent  and  to  insinuate, 
that  the  creditors  of  the  public  are  in  a 


worse  condition  than  any  pledgee  or 
mortgagee,  is  really  something  very  ex- 
traordinary, when  all  mankind  appear  so 
evidently  to  be  of  a  contrary  opinion;  for 
though  a  war  should  happen,  it  will,  I 
hope,  rather  lower  than  raise  the  natural 
interest  of  money,  because,  I  hope,  our 
government  will  never  again  fall  into  that 
dan^rous  and  deluding  method  of  bor- 
rowmg  money  for  the  expences  of  the 
war,  but^ill  yearly  raise  as  much  as  may 
be  necessary  ^r  supporting  the  expences 
of  the  war,  and  answerbg  the  whole  an- 
nual public  expence'.  And  to  pretend, 
that  the  Scheme  may  be  rendered  imprac- 
ticable, by  a  combination  among  our  rich 
moneyed  men,  is  still  more  extraordinary ; 
for  a  conspiracy  for  distressing  the  public, 
in  order  to  prevent  us  from  being  able  to 
relieve  the  people  from  any  of  their  taxes, 
whatever  it  may  be  reckoned  by  our  law- 
yers, would,  I  am  sure,  be  reckoned  by 
^  the  people  a  sort  of  high  treason  against 
the  state,  and  would  consequently  make 
the  people  think  themselves  justified  in 
any  measures,  they  might  think  proper  to 
take,  for  relieving  themselves  irom  their 
taxes  in  the  speediest  and  most  effectual 
manner;  therefore,  I  hope,  no  public  cre- 
ditor, nor  any  moneyed  man  in  the  king- 
dom, will  be  so  rash  and  imprudent,  as  to 
enter  into  any  such  combination  or  con- 
spiracy. 

After  what  I  had  said,  Sir,  I  believe  the 
arguments  made  use  of  for  shewing  the 
impracticability  of  the  Scheme,  wiU  en- 
tirely vanish ;  and  the  dangers  we  are 
threatened  with,  either  fromUts  succeed- 
ing or  not  succeeding,  will,  upon  exami- 
nation, appear  as  littie  substantial.  That 
the  success  of  the  Scheme,  or  even  the  at- 
tempt, will  make  foreigners,  especially  the 
Dutch,  draw  out  their  money  all  at  once, 
is  a  misfortune  we  have  been  threatened 
with  upon  all  intdhded  reductions ;  and  I 
am  convinced  we  shall  now  find  those 
threats  as  ill-grounded  as  ever  they  were 
found  upon  any  former  occasion.  With 
respect  to  foreigners,  Sir,  particularly  the 
Dutch,  there  are  two  insurmountable  ob- 
stacles, which  will  prevent  their  drawing 
away  their  money ;  one  of  which  is,  that 
it  is  impossible  for  them  to  find  purchasers 
at  any  thing  near  the  value,  if  any  great 
number  of  them  should  resolve  to  sell; 
and  the  other  is,  that  it  is  impossible  for 
tliem  to  get  3  per  cent  for  their  money 
anywhere  else;  upon  any  security  equally 
^ood  ;  for  the  highest  interest  at  present 
m  their  own  coootry  is  but  3  per  cent  and 
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the  lowest  m  man^  cases  under  2 ;  so  that 
<me  millioD  sterhng  only  brought  from 
England  to  be  lent  in  Holland^  would  very 
probably  run  the  natural  interest  of  money 
down  to  2,  or  perhaps  to  1  per  cent.  And 
as  to  our  own  people,  some  of  them  might 
probably  draw  out  their  money,  in  order 
to  lend  it  on  mortgages  at  Sj>  per  cent*  on 
fftxMl  personal  security  at  4,  or  on  indif- 
ferent personal  security  at  5  ;  which  is 
one  of  tiie  great  advantages  to  be  expected 
from  the  Scheme ;  but  the  sum  to  be 
drawn  out  for  these  purposes  could  have 
no  great  iafluence  upon  our  public  securi- 
ties ;  because  the  drawing  out  of  any  great 
sum  would  bring  the  natural  interest  of 
money  upon  private  securities  below  the 
natural  interest  upon  public;  which  can 
never  h^[^en  as  long  as  the  generality  of 
mankind  have  a  much  better  opinion  of 
the  latter,  than  they  have  of  the  former. 
And  as  to  the  present  fisdl  of  stocks,  we 
know  it  proceeds  from  the  practices  in 
'Change-Alley,  where,  we  know,  some 
people  bare  been  mighty  industrious.  I 
wish  they  had  not  been  so :  I  wish  their 
behaviour  at  this  time  may  never  be 
made  use  of  as  an  argument  against  all 
our  public  creditors  in  general ;  for  when 
the  behaviour  of  some  becomes  a  public 
nuisance,  it  may  be  made  use  of  against 
the  whole  body ;  as  was  lately  the  case, 
with  respect  to  the  distillers  and  retailers 
of  spirituous  liquors. 

I  shall  grant.  Sir,  the  reduction  of  in- 
terest might  very  probably  diminish  the 
advanced  price  upon  our  funds  ;  but  I  atn 
convinced  it  would  not  bring  them  under 
par,  nor  any  thing  near  to  it ;  nay,  I  do 
not  know  out  the  benefit  of  not  being 
(^ligedto  receive  any  part  of  their  prin- 
dpd,  nor  to  have  their  interest  lessened 
^r  14  years  to  come,  would  raise  the  price 
of  all  our  Annuities  above  what  tliey  now 
sell  for ;  I  think  I  have  good  reason  tq 
believe  it  would*  However,  the  advanced 
price  is  what  the  public  neither  has,  nor 
ought  to  have  any  concern  about;  for  to 
say  we  ought  not  to  do  or  attempt  any 
thmg  that  may  tend  to  diminish  the  aa- 
van^d  price  our  stocks  sell  for,  would  be 
an  argument  a^amst  ever  paying  them  any 
part  S£  their  principal,  as  weU  as  aeainst 
reducing  the  interest,  now  payable  to 
them  ;  and  now  it  is  made  use  of  against 
attempting  to  reduce  their  interest,  fhope 
itwiU  have  just  as  much  weight,  and  no 
Cftore,  than  if  it  had  been  made  use  of  for 
6  ir  coming  to  a  resolution  never  to  pay  a 
^.:^lii^  more  of  the  principal  of  any  of  our 


debts,  but  to  turn  the  Sinking*Fund  to 
some  other  use  pearly,  and  continue  to 
pay  the  same  Annuity  we  now  pay  for 
ever :  which  resolution  many  persona 
without  doors  would  be  glad  of,  though  I 
am  certain  no  gentleman  within  these  walls 
would  ever  agree  to  it. 
^  There  is,  therefore,  Sir,  no  danger  to 
b*e  apprehended,  either  from  the  success 
or  disappointment  of  the  scheme.  To  at- 
tempt It,  is  pot  climbine  up  a  precmice  ; 
it  is  only  attemptmg  to  do  that  whicn  we 
are  in  duty  bound  to  attempt,  as  often  as 
there  is  the  least  prospect  of  success;  and 
at  present  we  shall  most  certainly  meet 
with  some.  This  the  declared  enemies  of 
the  scheme  are  sufficiently  awaro  of,  they 
would  not  have  been  so  industrious  in  their 
opposition,  if  they  had  not  known  it  would 
certainly  meet  with  great  success ;  and  I 
am  surprized  to  hear  it  said,  the  present 
loud  and  general  complaints  are  nothing 
but  vapours:  every  man  in  the  kingdom, 
who  has  not  great  and  superfluous  sums 
coming  in  yearly  from  our  funds,  or  from 
some  post  or  pension,  is  fully  sensible  of  the 
national  distemper  we  are  under ;  and  I 
am  sure  no  state  physician  in  the  kingdom 
can  prescribe  a  better,  or  at  least  a  moro 
honourable  remedy,  than  that  now  in  our 
offer ;  if  we  do  not  apply  it,  I  shall  despair 
of  ever  seeing  a  remedy  applied,  till  we 
change  both  our  physicians  and  nurses. 

Has  any  man  said,  has  any  man  pre- 
tended. Sir,  that  tlie  loss  an  annuitant  or 
stockholder  is  to  sustain  by  the  reduction, 
will  be  inade  good  to  him  by  abolishing 
the  duty  upon  candles  ?  This  is  treating 
the  subject  more  ludicrously  than  it  de- 
serves, or  ought  to  be  treated ;  but  I  will 
say,  it  is  better  for  every  annuitant  and 
stockholder  to  take  that  which  is  the 
natural  interest  of  money  in  his  country, 
than  to  run  the  risk  of  being  soon  deemed 
an  usurer,  whereby  he  may  come  to  lose 
both  principal  and  interest.  The  reducing 
of  the  interest  payable  upon  public  secu- 
rities to  that,  which  we  find  to  be  the  na- 
tural interest  upon  such  securities,  or  pay- 
ing those  off  who  are  not  willing  to  take  that 
interest, « is  not  laying  any  tax  upon  our 
public  creditors;  but  vxe  continuing  to  pay 
them  4  per  cent,  when  the  natural  interest 
of  money  is  under  3,  is  really  making  them 
a  present  of  400,000/.  sterling  a  year;  and 
I  am  sure  the  public  is  in  no  condition  to 
make,  nor  can  they  pretend  merit  enough 
so  deserve,  such  a  considerable  present* 
To  pretend  therefore,  that  the  reduction 
proposed  would  be  laying  a  tax  of  5f.  in 
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the  pound  upon  them,  muBt  appear  to  be 
a  very  gfeat  mistake ;  and  to  sa^,  that  in 
the  present  case,  there  is  no  distinction  to 
be  made  between  the  public  creditors  and 
the  public,  because  they  are  a  part  of  our 
awjA  peqple,  must  appear  to  be  as  great  a 
raistaKe,  if  we  consiaer,  that  in  all  cases, 
where  the  private  advantage  of  any  set  of 
our  own  peoiple  comes  to  be  inconsistent 
with  tfie  good  of  the  publici  a  distinction 
aot  ooly  then  maj,  but  must  be  made,  be- 
tween that  set  01  our  own  people,  and  the 
public ;  and  in  all  suc^  cases,  I  hope  the 
good  of  the  public  will,  I  am  sure  it  ought 
to  be  preferred.  Is  not  this  the  case  now 
before  us  ?  It  is  for  the  private  advantage 
of  our  pul^ic  creditors,  to  receive  AromtSe 
public  yearly  a  present  of  400,000/.  but  I 
am  sure  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  good  of 
the  public .  to  continue  making  them  any 
auch  present 

Butof  all  the  arguments  that  have  been 
made  use  of  against  this  reduction,  I 
think  the  hardest  and  most  extraordinary  is 
to  say,  that  because  our  people  have  long 
paid,  and  been  accustomed  to  the  paying 
of  heavy  taxes,  th^refbre  there  can  be  no 
compassion  in  relieving  them  from  any  ai 
those  taxes*  This,  I  say,  I  must  think  very 
hard  as  well  as  extraordinary ;  and  I  am 
sure  it  is  as  extraordinary  to  say,  we  have 
have  no  taxes  upon  the  necessaries  of  life. 
For  my  part,  I  do  not  know  any  one  neces- 
sary of  life,  upon  which  we  have  not  some 
tax  or  anotiier,  except  water;  and  we  can 
put  no  ingredient,  I  know  of,  into  water, 
m  order  to  make  it  palatable  and  chearful, 
without  paying  a  tax.  We  pay  a  tax  for 
air,  and  for  the  light  and  heat  of  the  Sun 
in  the  day  time,  by  means  of  our  tax  upon 
windows ;  and  for  light  and  heat  in  the 
night  time  by  means  of  our  duties  upon 
coals  and  candles;  we  pay  a  tax  upon 
bread,  meat,  roots,  and  herbs,  of  all  kinds, 
by  means  of  our  sak-duty;  we  pay  a  tax 
upon  small  beer,  by  means  of  the  malt  tax; 
and  a  heavy  additional  tax  upon  strong 
beef,  by  way  of  excise ;  nay  we  cannot 
have  any  clean  thing  to  put  upon  our  backs, 
either  of  woollen  or  linnen,  without  pay- 
ing a  tax,  by  meois  of  the  doty  upon  soap : 
and  though  most  of  the  taxes  may  seem  to 
be  soM^  and  eainr  to  a  rich  stockholder, 
who  has  thoosandi  a  year  coming  in,  yet 
to  a  ^KKvr  ld>ourer  or  manufacturer,  who 
has  not.  perhaps  above  8^.  or  1^.  a  day, 
and  hiihself  and  family  to  maintain  out  of 
il,  erery  one  of  them  must  seem  grievous, 
and  always  will  be  severely  felt ;  tiH  he 
caa  pvetttil  irith  bis  master,  on  actouat  of 


these  taxes,  to  raise  his  wages ;  a&d  then, 
by  the  loss  of  employment,  he  is  brtni^ht 
into  a  worse  condition  than  he  was  before. 
Therefore,  firom  the  great  distress  many 
such  poor  families  are  in,  and  the  infinite 
multitude  there  are  of  such  in  the  king- 
dom, compassicm  may  be  strongly  pleaded 
in  favour  of  the  reduction,  and  can,  in  my 
opinion,  have  little  or  no  weight  on  the 
other  side  of  the  scale;  for  gentlemen 
may  talk  what  they  will  about  orphans, 
Widows,  and  otlier  ladies,  but  1  believe 
the  reduction  will  bring  few  or  none  of 
them  into  pitifUl  circumstances;  it  will 
only  oblige  some  of  them  to  betake  them- 
selves to  business  instead  <tf  living  idly, 
or  to  retire  to  the  country  instead  of 
living  at  London ;  and  for  this  very  rea- 
son f  am  for  the  reduction,  because  I  love 
to  see  people  employed;  and  as  I  am  a 
country  gentleman,  and  love  the  company 
of  the  ladies,  I  desire  to  have  a  few  mora 
of  them  in  the  country  with  us. 

I  do  not  remember,  8ir,  any  one  argu* 
ment  made  use  of  against  the  reduction, 
but  what  I  have  now  either  fully  answered, 
or  shewn  to  be  an  argument  in  its  fovour ; 
and  I  hope  what  i  have  said  upon  this  sub^ 
ject  will  have  the  greater  ^weight,  because 
every  one  that  knows  me^  knowa  I  have  a 
veiT  considerable  share  in  the  public  funds, 
and  that  therefore  it  is  as  much  my  imme- 
diate interest  to  oppose  a  reduction,  as  it 
can  be  the  immediate  interest  of  most  men 
in  the  kingdom ;  hot  I  shall  ^ ways  consi- 
der m]^  future  interest  as  well  as  my  imme- 
diate interest;  and  I  hope  I  shall  alwa)'S 
be  so  wise  as  to  prefer  Uie  public  interest 
to  both.  I  would  not  perhaps  have  been 
at  so  much  pains  to  shew  my  zeal  in  fa- 
vour of  the  question,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  contrnry  behavioar  of  some,  who  are 
in  the  same  circumstanoei  with  roe ;  but 
when  I  observed  some  practices  made  \xse 
of  without  doors  against  the  question, 
which  I  do  not  think  altogether  justifiable, 
I  thought  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  declare 
my  approbation  of  the  question  in  the 
most  remarkable  manner ;  m  order  to  con* 
vince  posterity,  as  much  as  lies  in  my 
power,  that  such  practices  ought  not  to  be 
imputed  to  the  pubKc  creditors  in  general ; 
and  I  ivish  the  tmie  may  never  come,  when 
the  public  creditors  will  have  reason  to 
tbanx  me  lor  the  record  I  have  left  in  their 
fkvour. 

The  above  is  the  Substance  of  what  was 
said  in  the  two  days  debate  i4mhi  the  mo- 
tion made  b v  sir  John  fiarnard.  Towards 
theend  of  tne  seocpod day's  debaia> 
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Sr  WUBam  Yonge*  9tood  up,  and  made 
« short  speedi,  as  rollows: 

Sir;  whetiier  a  further  reduction  of 
bterest,  natural  or  legal,  may  tend  to  the 
advantage  or  disadyantage  or  the  nation  in 
general,  or  whether  the  natural  interest  of 
moaey,  lent  <m  public  securities,  be  below 
S  per  coit.  are  questions  I  shall  not  at  pre- 
sent give  you  the  trouble  of  enquiring 
into;  but  if  both  be  resolved  in  the  affir- 
malire,  whidi  every  gentleman  must  do, 
who  is  for  agreeing  to  what  is  now  pro- 
posed, I  can  aee  no  reason  for  our  con- 
DiiiD^  oar  resolution,  or  the  scheme  de- 
pendmg  thereon,  to  South  Sea  Annuities 
oaly.  For  if  a  further  reduction  of  interest 
most  prove  a  benefit  to  the  nation  in  ge- 
neral, we  ought  to  extend  that  benefit  as 
&r  as  we  can  suppose  it  will  go ;  and  if 
the  natural  interest  of  money  upon  pub- 
lic securities,  be  bdow  S  per  cent,  it  is 
not,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  questioned,  but 
the  other  creditors  of  the  public  will  be  as 
ready  to  accept  of  S  per  cent  irredeem- 
sble  for  14  years,  as  the  South  Sea  An- 
auttantSw—For  this  reason.  Sir,  if  we  come 
to  a  resolution  for  enabling  his  Majesty  to 
open  books  of  subscription,  it  ought,  I 
think,  to  be  general ;  it  ought  to  compre- 
hend aXi  the  other  public  creditors,  as  weU 
as  the  South  Sea  Annuitants*    But,  Sir, 


*  **  Walpole,  among  others,  replied  to  rir 
John  Baenard'a  statement,  but  bis  arguments 
vcre  ooBfined  to  shew  that  tlie  time  was  im- 
proper for  the  reduction  of  interest  He  was 
6dly  GQBvinoed  that  the  proposal,  in  the  shape 
it  was  ofiSered  by  sir  John  Bamaid,  was  neither 
czpedieiit  or  practicable.  It  became  necessary 
Iberelbve  either  to  amend  or  throw  it  out.  1^ 
throw  it  oat  by  direct  opposition,  was  not 
Us  power,  as  notwithstanding  its  increasiD]^ 
aapopnlarhy  without  doors,  it  still  seemed 
aginnMe  lo  the  general  sense  of  the  House, 
aad  was  warmly  supported  by  many  of  the 
Bonhers  who  were  penooally  attached  to  him. 
Hk  confidcDtial  friend,  Mr.  Howe,  afterwards 
k«d  Chedworth,  had  propoied  the  scheme,  id 
the  highest  terms  or  approbation.  He  said 
that  the  ouuatiy  gentlemen  would  be  benefited 
ky  the  reduction  ;  that  the  landed  interest  re- 
muredy  and  were  intitled  to  relief,  that  the  land 
U  been  hitherto  been  loaded  with  all  the  bur- 
teis,  while  the  funds  had  borne  none ;  and  that 
their  neocsHlies  had  arisen  from  the  abundance 
sftbeatocks.  Under  these  circumstances,  Wal- 
pole, appfeheosiFe  that  it  would  be  carried  with 
•li  its  iniperiections,  adopted  indirect  means  of 
tfavwin^  it  out  At  the  close  of  the  debate, 
1m  friend  Winnington"  [sir  William  Yooge] 
*'  pcopoaed  to  eitend  the  redaction  to  all  the  re-> 
deoaiUe  debts."  Coze's  Memoirs  of 
Robert  Walpide. 


sir 


there  is  another  very  strong  reason  for 
making  our  resolution  general,  which  is, 
that  a  particular  resolution  with  respect  to 
the  South  Sea  Annuitants  only,  will,  in 
my  opinion,  be  partial,  and  consequently 
unjust,  consider  it  in  what  yiew  we  please, 
for  that  resolution  must  be  advantageous, 
or  it  must  be  disadvantageous  to  the  South 
Sea  Annuitants :  If  we  look  upon  it  as  a 
resolution  that  may  be  advantageous  to 
them,  it  will  be  shewing  a  partiality  in 
their  favour,  and  will  consequently  be 
doing  an  injustice  to  the  rest  oi  our  credi- 
tors ;  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  look  on  it 
as  a  resolution  that  may  be  disadvan- 
tageous for  them,  it  will  men  be  shewing 
a  partiality  to  our  other  creditors,  and  wiS 
eonseouently  be  a  piece  of  injustice  dono 
towards  the  South  Sea  Annuitants. — From 
these  considerations.  Sir,  I  think,  if  we 
come  to  any  resolution  or  resolutions  for 
redeeming  any  of  our  public  funds,  and 
for  enabling  his  Majesty  to  borrow  money 
at  S  per  cent,  for  that  purpose,  we  ought 
to  come  to  a  resolution,  to  redeem  aHll  the 
public  funds  redeemable  by  law,  that  now 
carry  an  interest  at  4  per  cent,  per  annum, 
and  then  we  may  come  to  anotner  resolu- 
tion for  enabling  his  Majesty  to  borrow 
money  at  3  per  cent,  for  that  purpose.^— 
These,  Sir,  are  my  sentiments  with  respect 
to  the  otMr  now  under  our  consideration ; 
and  if  the  House  seems  to  approve  of 
them,  I  shall  then  rise  up  and  move  for 
such  Resolutions,  as,  I  think,  we  ought  to 
come  to,  agreeable  to  these  sentiments.* 


«  <«  The  following  Letters  from  Mr.  Horatio 
Walpole  to  Mr.  Trevor  explain  the  nature  and 
principle  of  the  Bill ;  they  unfold  the  niyf*> 
terioos  conduct,  and  display  the  embarrass- 
ments of  sir  Robert  WaljM»le,  during  the  pro* 
eress  of  a  measure,  in  regard  to^  whioh  the 
friends  of  the  minister  were  divided,  and  even 
Mr.  Walpole  was  found  in  the  miyority  against 
his  brother. 

**  April  1,  1737.  I  send  you  inclosed,  al- 
though I  suppose  yon  may  hare  seen  it  bcfere* 
sir  John  Bamard*s  Scheme.  It  was  debated 
on  Monday  last,  and  the  impractioabitity,  com- 
pulsion, and  consequently  the  injustice  of  it, 
was  fully  exposed  by  rarious  speeches ;  and 
at  last  in  an  ample  and  ingenious  manner  by 
sir  William  Yonge,  frho  concluded  by  what 
was  candid  and  voluntary,  be  had  no  olgection 
to  the  offering  to  the  proprietors  of  the  redeem- 
able debts  carrying  4  per  cent,  the  accepting  of 
3  per  cent,  per  annum,  irredeemable  for  14 
years,  by  a  voluntary  sabscriptioo,  and  tha 
coming  to  another  resolution  for  authorising 
his  Majesty  to  take  in  subscriptions  in  the  ex- 
chequer for  annuities  carrying  3  per  cent. 
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Sir  John  Barnard  and  others  answered 
in  substance  as  follows,  viz. 

Sir;  There  are  two  methods  of  defeat- 
ing any  scheme  or  proposition  o&red  to 
this  House,  both  of  which  have  been  often 
practised  with  success.  One  is  the  plain, 
blunt  way  of  putting  a  negative  upon  it  at 
once;  and  the  other,  which  has  likewise 
been  practised  in  former  parliaments,  is 
what  we  may  call  a  sort  of  parliamentary 
play,  which  is,  by  making  such  improve- 
ments upon  it  as  must  necessarily  render 
it  abortive.  I  am  far  from  thinking  the 
hon.  gentleman  has  any  such  intention 
with  respect  to  the  improvement  he  has 
now  ofered,  but  there  is  an  old  and  a  true 
pcpverb,  *  Grasp  at  all,  lose  all.'  We  have 
been  told  by  several  gentlemen  in  this  de- 

Tliese  two  propositions  were,  aAer  some  de- 
bate, in  which  my  brother  Walpole  concurred, 
or  ratber  acquiesced,  as  what  was  more  fair 
and  just  than  sir  John  Barnard's,  which,  in 
erery  part,  was  compulsiTe,  (and  indeed  to 
put  an  end  to  the  bank,)  passed  in  a  committee 
without  a  division. 

'*  The  report  beingf  made  of  these  Resoila- 
tions  on  Monday  morning,  those  that  were 
« against  the  redemption  of  thp  debts,  or  reduc- 
ing them  from  4  to  S  per  cent,  moved  to 
have  the  consideration  adjoamed  for  a  fort- 
night. After  si^me  debate  the  House  divided, 
and  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  a  great 
majority.  *  It  was  a  very  extraordinary  divi- 
sion with  respect  to  persons :  my  brother  Wal- 
pole and  sir  VVilliura  Yonge  voted  for  the  ad- 
journment ;  Mr.  PelhaiQ  and  I  voted  against 
It ;  and  so  it  happened  in  many  other  in- 
Maaces  among- persons  related  to  one  another 
in  tlie  House,  who  never  sepjunted  before ; 
aird  as  none  of  the  Treasury  could  be  named 
for  bringing  in  the  Bill,  that  is. left  to  sir  John 
Barnard  and  friends,  &c.  Particular  people  that 
•re  aflfected,  and  especially  those  in  the  city, 
are  much  hnrt,  and  complain  loudly  ;  and  I 
do  not  doubt  tbey  will  make  their  friends  un- 
easy abroad,  the  consequences  of  which  will 
be,  that  those  that  are  frightened  so  far  as  to 
sell  their  stocks  will  be  bit  at  last ;  ftir  in  all 
likelihood  their  advisers  will  get  into  their 
places.'^ 

''Cockpit,  April  29,  1737.  I  am  now  to 
return  you  my  particuhir  thanks  for  your 
favonr  of  the  ioth,  relating  to  the  proposal 
for  continuing  the  redemption  of  the  National 
Debt,  by  offering  to  the  creditors  that  have  4 
per  cent,  an  immediate  term  of  3  per  cent,  or 
opening  books  for  taking  in  subscriptiOBS  for 
aonaities  at  3  per  cent.  These  plain  propo- 
•itions,  thus  stated,  shews  there  is  no  need  to 
have  recourse  to  any  reasoning  on  the  justice 
or  right  on  the  part  of  the  pablic,  to  take  this 
step,  if  prudco^  on  account  of  political  oonai- 
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would  certainly  prove  impracticable  in  the 
execution ;  and^if  there  was  the  least  foun- 
dation for  such  apprehensions,  surely  that 
foundation  must  be  very  much  widened^ 
and  rendered  at  the  same  time  more  solid, 
by  the  improvement  that  has  been  now 
offered.  Our  South  Sea  Annuities  both 
Old  and  New  amount  to  about  24  millions 
only ;  all  our  redeemable  fimds  bearing  an 
interest  of  4  per  cent,  amount  to  above  44 
millions;  and  will  any  gentleman  say,  but 
that  it  may  be  easy  tor  the  government  to 
borrow  money  at  S  per  cent,  sufficient  for 
paying  off  such  of  the  proprietors  of  ^ 
millions,  as  are  not  willing  to  accept  of 
that  interest,  and  yet  it  may  be  found  very 
difficult  for  them  to  borrow  money  at  S 
per  cei^.  sufficient  for  paying  off  sudi  of 


derations  ;  for  it  is  no  more  than  pursuing  the 
same  method  used  to  bring  the  national  in- 
terest from  6  to  5  per  cent,  and  from  5  to  4 
per  cent,  founded  Upon  tlie  clauses  of  redemp- 
tion contained  in  the  acts  of  parliament  made 
when  the  money  was  borrowed,  which  clauses 
were  inserted  at  the  request  of  the  tenders,  who 
then  thought  it  an  ail  vantage  to  be  redeemable. 
And  therefore,  whatever  the  pamphlets  may 
say,  of  which  I  have  read  some,  the  public, 
in  this  case,  make  no  alterations  in  their  con* 
tracts  ;  but  follow  a  right  they  have  by  their 
contracts  with  the  proprietors  of  stocks." 

Ailer  fully  justifving  the  pnnoiple  of  the 
Bill,  he  adds  ;  «'  But  to  conclude,  I  do  allovT 
Uiat  tbe  unpopularity  of  those  that  are  con- 
cerned, who  are  legions,  is  so  great,  and  con-i 
sequently  th^r  resentment  vrill  be  so  viotenli 
when  tbey  foel  that  policy  and  pnidenoa 
(among  the  great  variety  of  ill-homoaTs  thai 
prevail  with  people  of  rank, /to  the  prejudice  ot 
tlie  government,)  makes  it  well  deserve  conJ 
sideration,  whetlier  these  plain  propositions  ol 
an  offer  olf  redemption,  and  a  right  for  re^ 
demption,  should  be  pusbed,  and  pass  into  $ 
Bill,  at  present ;  especially  since  sir  RobeH 
Walpole,  who  I  take  to  l>e  the  best  judge  m 
us  all,  as  to  what  is  most  feasible,  and  m 
politic  for  the  sake  of  the  whole,  in  pecunii 
matters,  continues  to  be  still  so  much  a^in 
it,  and  will  make  such  an  oppositiott  to  it  i 
will  leave  no  room  to  doubt  of  his  sincerity  i 
this  affair." 

"  In  a  Letter  also  to  tbe  princess  of  OrangJ 
Mr.  Walpole  relates  the  general  satisfaction  a 
the  city  on  the  rejection  of  the  Bill,  whi<j 
fully  displays  the  policy  of  sir  Robert  Walpoli 
in  counteracting  the  specious  scheme  of  tfa 
redemption.  A  general  illumination  took  plai 
inthedty,  and  the  mob  were  with  diificulil 
prevented  from  pulling  down  or  setthitr  6re  ( 
sir  John  Barnard's  honse.-"  Code's  Mc 
of  Horatio  liord  Walpole. 
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the  pr^rietofs  of  44  millioos  as  may  not 
be  willing  to  accept  of  the  interest  ? 

If  jou  resolve.  Sir,  to  apply  all  the  rao- 
ney  you  can  borrow  at  3  per  cent,  only  to 
.the  redeeming  of  such  of  the  South  Sea 
Annuitants^  as  will  not  accept  of  that  in- 
terest, all  the  annuitants  may  be  of  opi- 
nion, you  can  borrow  as  much  money  as 
will  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  wJiich 
win  of  course  make  all  or  most  of  them 
subscribe  their  annuities  at  that  interest; 
so  that  you  will  have  no  occasion  for  ap- 
pi  jiz^  any,  or  but  very  little  of  the  money 
you  borrow,  towards  redeeming  any  of  the 
South  Sea  Annuitants,  and  may  therefore 
apply  almost  the  whole  money  you  borrow, 
towanis  redeeming  the  proprietors  of  your 
other  funds,  who  will  not  accept  of  3  per 
cent  upon  any  termS  you  please  to  ofter ; 
whereas  if  you  make  that  resolution  gene- 
lal,  if  you  resolve  to  apply  the  money  you 
can  borrow  at^  percent,  towards  redeem- 
iog  the  proprietors  of  all  your  funds, 
which  now  bear  an  interest  of  4  per  cent, 
who  will  not  accept  of  3 ;  not  only  the 
proprietors  of  your  other  funds,  but  even 
most  <^  the  South  Sea  Annuitants  may  be 
of  opinion,  it  will  not  be  in  your  power  to 
borrow  ao  much  money  at  3  per  cent  as 
viU  be  near  sufficient  for  that  purpose; 
and  thus  tlie  fear  of  being  redeemed,  being 
confined  to  a  very  few,  you  can  expect  but 
few  subscriptions  in  stock  or  annuities  at 
an  interest  of  3  per  cent.  Thus  it  an* 
pears  evident,  in  my  opinion,  that  the 
farther  you  extend  your  scheme,  the  less 
benefit  you  can  except  from  it;  the  more 
you  confine  it,  the  more  general  and  the 
more  certain  will  your  suc(;ess  be. 

However,  Sir,  as  it  has  been  made  ap- 
pear in  this  debate,  that  all  our  funds  are 
at  an  interest  below  3  per  cent,  as  our  S 
per  cent,  public  securities  now  bear  a  pre- 
nmim  in  Changer  Alley ;  and  as  the  inten- 
tion oi  the  scheme  at  first  was  only  to 
afibrd  an  opportunity  to  those  who  are 
willing  to  lend  at  3  per  cent,  of  having  a 
public  security  for  their  money  at  par,  in- 
stead of  being  obliged  to  pay  a  premium 
ibr  it  in  Change- Alley,  and  to  afford  an 
opportunity  to  such  of  the  South-Sea  An- 
Boitants,  as  are  willing  to  accept  of  3  per 
cent.  Ibr  their  money,  instead  of  bavins  4*9 
and  being  subjected  to  the  trouble  and  Toss 
of  receiving  and  replacing  so  much  of  their 
capital  yearly,  or  every  other  year;  tlie 
anaU  success  of  the  scheme  can  be  of  no 
prepidice  to  the  nation;  but  on  the  oon- 
tnsy,  the  least  success  that  jcan  be  sup- 
poticdy  win  be  a  benefit ;  for  if  but  a  nul- 


lion  in  stock  and  moner  should  be  sub- 
scribed, the  nation  will  thereby  saVe 
10,000^  a  year ;  therefore  rather  than  not 
have  the  assistance  of  tlie  hon.  gentleman 
who  has  made  you  this  proposition,  and  of 
his  friends,  I  shall  be  tor  asrceing  to  the 
improvement  he  has  been  pleased  to  pro- 
pose ;  but  I  hope  the  hon.  gentleman  and 
his  friends  will  remember,  that  the  Scheme 
thus  amended  becomes  properly  their  own 
Scheme,  and  that  they  will  not  afterwards 
endeavour  to  put  a  negative  upon  the 
Scheme  they  have  thus  made  their  own. 

The  Scheme,  even  as  thus  amended.  Sir, 
may  turn  out  to  be  of  signal  advantage  to 
tlie  nation  ;  but  if  that  be  true  which  has 
been  hinted  in  this  debate,  by  some  of  tliose 
gentlemen  who  opposed  the  first  motion,  I 
must  confess,  the  amendment  would  be 
dangerous.  It  has  been  insinuated,  that 
all  the  public  creditors  will  join  in  concert- 
ing measures  for  defeating  the  scheme, 
that  is  to  say,  they  will  join  in  concerting 
measures  for  distressing  their  country,  in 
order  that  they  may  extort  a  higher  mte* 
rest  from  her,  than  she  would  otherwise 
be  obliged  to  pay.  This,  Sir,  is,  it  is  tnie, 
a  practice  too  frequent  among  petty,  pri- 
vate usurpers ;  but  I  hope  none  of  the  orei* 
ditors  of  the  public  will  ever  deserve  such 
a  name';  for  if  it  were  possible  to  suppose 
them  devoid  of  all  love  for  their  country, 
their  own  interest  must  suggest  a  contrary 
behaviour ;  their  own  prosperity  depends 
upon  the  prosperity  of  their  country ;  even 
the  security  of  their  principal,  as  well  as 
interest,  depends  upon  the  prosperity  of 
their  debtor,  which  can  seldom  or  ever  be 
the  case  of  private  borrowers  and  lenders ; 
therefore  wc  cannot  suppose  the  creditors 
of  the  public  will  ever  join  unanimously  in 
concerting  any  such  measures.  But  if  any 
such  thing  were  to  be  dreaded,  they  wiu 
surely  jqin  more  unanimously  against  the 
scheme  as  thus  amended,  than  it  can  be 
supposed  they  would  have  done  against 
the  scheme  as  first  proposed.  When  a  na» 
tion  has  been  offended  by  several  of  her 
neighboursyif  she  declares  war  against  them 
all  at  once,  she  will  certainly  unite  them 
altoeether  against  her,  and  may  probably 
involve  herseuin  ruin,  instead  of  obtaining 
that  reparation  which  she  might  easily  have 
obtained,  if  she  had  attacked  them  one 
after  another.  The  case  is  tlie  same.  If 
we  resolve  to  reduce  only  a  part  of  our 
public  funds  to  a  lower  interest,  the  pro« 
prietors  of  the  other  funds  not  being  in 
the  same  circumstances,  will  never  join 
with  them  in  tiie  same  measures;  but  if 
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we  resolve  to  reduce  them  all  at  once,  it 
brings  them  all  into  the  same  drcum- 
BtanceSy  and  will  consequently,  make  them 
all  join  in  the  same  measures.  This,  I  «ay, 
Sir,  would  be  the  case,  if  it  could  be  sun^ 
posed  the  creditors  of  the  public  would 
ever  join  in  any  measures  for  distressfaig 
their  country.  In  that  case  we  oueht  to 
look  on  lliem  as  public  enemies,  ana  then 
we  ought  in  good  jiolicy  to  take  all  possi- 
ble care  not  to  unite  tnem,  by  attacking 
them  all  at  once ;  but  I  shall  never  look 
upon  the  public  creditors  as  public  ene- 
mies, nor  shall  I  ever  look  upon  am  en- 
deavour to  borrow  money  at  a  low  inte- 
rest as  an  attack,  even  upon  that  part  of 
them  who  are  by  means  of  that  money  to  be 
paid  off.  Quite  otherwise,  I  shall  alwa;j^ 
look  upon  the  puhlic  creditors  as  public 
friends ;  therefore,  I  must  suppose  they 
•will  join  in  measures  for  rendering  effisctuiu 
a  Scheme  calculated  for  giving  an  ease  to 
their  country,  and  that  die  more  general 
the  intention  of  that  scheme  is,  die  more 
generallv,  and  the  more  unanimously, 
thjey  wiU  contribute  towards  its  success. 
This,  we  ought  in  charity  to  su[>po8e,  with 
T^ard  to  the  public  creditors  in  general, 
lirmitever  may  oe  the  behaviour  of  some 
few  of  them;  and  upon  this  supposition, 
I  can  apprehend  no  danger  from  the  im- 
provement, or  rather  enlargement,  pro- 
posed. 

With  resai'd  to  the  jusdce  and  impar- 
tiality of  me  scheme  as  first  proposed,  I 
am  surprized.  Sir,  to  hear  it  questioned  by 
any  gentleman  who  considers  the  public 
good,  or  the  different  circumstances  of 
our  several  public  creditors.  It  would,  in 
my  opinion,  be  of  great  advantage  to  all  the 
South-Sea  Annuitants.  An  annuity  of  3  per 
cent,  for  their  money,  irredeemable  for  14* 
years,  is  a  situation  which,  I  am  sure,  is 
highly  preferable  to  their  present;  but 
this  is  an  advantage  we  ought  not,  for  the 
sake  of  public  good,  to  grant  to  any  of  the 
other  public  creditors,  if  we  can  avoid  it ; 
it  is  an  advantage  the  South-Sea  Annui- 
tants deserve  more  than  the  generality  of 
our  other  creditors ;  and  it  is  an  advan- 
tage which  can  breed  no  confusion  among 
those  Annuitants ;  whereas  the  granting  it 
to  any  other  set  of  public  creditors  might 
breed  great  confusion  among  them.  As 
to  the  public  good,  we  must  consider,  that 
most  of  our  other  creditors  enjoy  great  ex- 
clusive privileges  in  trade,  by  means  of  the 
debt  due  to  them ;  and  as  it  may,  in  a  few 
years,  be  found  necessary  for  the  public 
good,  to  destroy,  or  put  an  end  to  those 


exclusive  privileges,  therefore  we  ought 
not,  for  the  sake  of  public  good,  to  grant 
them  an  irredeemable  term  of  14  years,  if 
we  can  possibly  avoid  it ;  whidi  we  may 
do,  if  all  the  South-Sea  Annuitants  should 
agree  to  accept  of  3  per  cent,  and  great 
sums  in  ready  money  should  likewise  be 
subscribed  at  that  interest.  From  hence 
every  man  must  see  a  good  reason  for  not 
granting  this  advantage  to  the  other  pub- 
fic  creditors  in  ^enenl;  butwithreqpectto 
the  Bank  in  particular,  it  would  1>e  mad- 
ness and  very  great  partiality  to  ^rant  it  to 
them;  because  their  term  expires  in  6 
years,  so  that  it  would  be  granting  thera 
a  continuance  of  their  term  for  8  years, 
which  iswortli  above  800,000/.  in  present 
money,  and  that  for  no  particular  consi- 
deration at  all ;  for  the  reduction  of  inte- 
rest from  4  to  3  per  cent  is  a  consideration 
granted  by  the  other  creditors,  as  weUas 
by  them,  though  none  of  the  other  credi- 
tors are  to  receive  any  such  advantage. 

Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  particular  circum- 
stances of  the  South-Sea  Annuitants,  every 
one  knows  they  enjoy  no  advantage  or 
profit  firom  the  money  they  have  lent  to 
the  public,  but  merenr  that  Annuity  or 
yearly  interest  paid  them  by  the  public; 
whereas  the  proprietors  of  our  three  great 
companies  have  all  along  enjoyed,  and  do 
still  enjoy  the  advantage  of  an  exclusive 
trade,  by  which  all  of  them  have  made, 
and  two  of  them  do  still  make  a  large  an- 
nual profit,  besides  that  Annuity  or  yearly 
interest  paid  them  by  the  public;  theie- 
fore,  if  any  new  advantage  is  to  be  granted 
to  any  of  our  public  cremtors,  which  ought 
not  to  be  granted  to  all,  if  it  can  be 
avoided,  surely  the  South-Sea  Annuitants 
have  the  best  dtle  to  that  new  advantage. 
And  suppose  one  half  of  the  South-8ea 
Annuitants  should  agree  to  accept  of  3 
per  cent,  and  the  other  half  should  not^ 
and  that  the  subscriptions  should  amount 
to  no  more  than  2  or  3  millions ;  in  that 
case  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  public 
to  pay  off  at  once,  all  the  Axmuitants  so 
stanmng  out ;  the  only  thing  that  could 
be  done,  would  be  to  pay  them  their  4  per 
cent,  yearly,  and  to  appl}r  the  Sinkinc- 
Fund  towards  them  only  till  they  should 
all  be  paid  off:  With  respect  to  the  South- 
Sea  Annuitants,  this  might  be  easily  dooe, 
by  dividing  them  into  four  classes,  two  of 
Old  and  New  Annuities  at  3  per  cent  or 
if  you  please  you  might  make  but  one  of 
both  these,  and  two  of  Old  and  New  An- 
nuities at  4  per  cent,  in  which  case  £dl  fu- 
ture payments  might  be  applied  to  tbetwe 
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klter«  widioatbfeediiig  any  oonfiuiony  or 
csosing  any  dmutes :  But,  suppose  this  to 
be  the  case  ot  the  stockholders  of  our 
trsdin^  companies;  it  would  breed  great 
confumon  among  them,  with  regard  to  the 
method  of  diriifing  the  future  proRts  of 
their  trade,  and  it  would  cause  great  dis- 
putes ;  for  the  proprietors  of  stock  at  S 
per  cent,  m^ht  msist,  they  had  a  right  to 
a  greater  share  of  the  profits  of  their 
trade^  than  those  at  3  per  cent,  especially 
if  it  be  true  that  the  annuity  paid  to  these 
companies  bj  the  public,  enables  them  to 
increase  their  trade ;  and  even  after  the 
4  per  cents,  were  all  paid  off,  they  might 
insist  on  their  share  ot  the  profits  by  trade, 
as  long  as  the  company  continued;  in 
the  same  manner  as  tne  present  proprie* 
ion  of  East  India  stock  might  insist  upon 
hsnng  their  profits  by  trade  divided  among 
them,  proportionably  to  their  respective 
shares,  then  the  cfebt  due  to  them  by 
the  public  should  be  all  immediately 
paidofi 

From  these  observations.  Sir,  it  will  m>- 
pear,  that  the  fiivour  designed  by  the 
Scheooe,  as  first  offered,  to  be  shewn  parti- 
culai^  to  the  Soutii-Sea  Annuitants,  pro- 
ceeds from  a  regard  for  the  public  good, 
from  a  regard  for  their  superior  merit,  and 
tram  a  proper  caution  not  to  breed  any 
confosioa,  or  dispute  amoi^  our  other  pub- 
lic creditors;  and  can  any  gentleman  say, 
thsit  a  fiivour  founded  upon  such  substan- 
tial reasons,  is  either  partial  or  unjust  ? 
Therefore,  if  we  suppose  the  scheme  ad- 
vantageous for  the  South-Sea  Annuitants, 
we  cannot  accuse  it  of  any  partiality  or 
iojustice ;  and  we  cannot  suppose  it  disad- 
vantageous to  any  such  Annuitant,  be- 
cause, if  he  does  not  like  the  terms  pro- 
posed, he  may  continue  in  the  same  con- 
dition he  is  in  at  present;  he  may  continue 
to  enjov  his  4  per  cent  till  his  capital  be 
paid  o^  and  I  nope  no  Annuitant  expects 
to  enjojr  it  any  lon^r,  or  imagines  it  is 
dotog  injustice  to  him,  to  put  the  pubh'c 
in  a  way  of  paving  him  off  sooner. 

After  what  I  have  said.  Sir,  it  may  be 
fupposed,  that  I  am  against  agreeing  to 
the  amendment  or  enlargement  proposed; 
and  if  I  were,  it  would  not  be  without 
good  reascms;  for  it  is  certainly  inconsis- 
tent widi  the  public  good  to  grant  a  term 
of  14  years  irredeemable  to  any  of  our 
trading  companies,  if  we  could  anj^  way 
»M  it ;  and,  I  am  sure,  it  is  inconsistent 
vith  the  public  good,  to  make  a  present  to 
the  Bank  of  above  800,000^.  which  will 
be  the  case,  if  we  grant  them  a  prolonga- 


tion of  their  term  for  eight  yean  without 
any  consideration ;  and  lastly,  I  cannot 
think  it  very  consistent  with  the  public 
good  to  run  the  risk  of  breeding  a  confu« 
sion  and  dispute  among  any  of  our  public 
creditors:  But  as  my  hopes  of  success 
depend  entirely  upon  the  hearty  concur- 
rence  of  the  honourable  gentleman  and  his 
friends,  I  am  for  agreeing  to  what  he  hem 
been  nleased  to  propose ;  because  the  first 
two  disadvantages  roust,  I  find,  be  sub- 
mitted to,  and  the  last  will,  I  hope,  be 
prevented^  by  each  of  our  companies 
coming  to  a  resolution  in  their  respective 
general  courts  to  accept  of  9  per  cent, 
upon  the  terms  offered,  by  which  aH  con- 
fusion and  dispute  among  their  proprietors 
will  be  prevented;  therefore  I  hope  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  again  rise  up^ 
and  move  for  such  resolutions  as  may  be 
agreeable  to  what  he  has  proposed. 

The  following  Resolutions  were  then 
moved,  and  agreed  to: 

1.  <<  That  it  is  the  opmion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, ihat  all  the  public  Funds  redeem- 
able by  law,  which  carry  an  interest  of  4 
per  cent  per  annum,  be  redeemed  accord- 
ing to  the  respective  provisoes  or  clauses 
of  redemption  contamed  in  the  acts  of 
parliament  for  that  purpose,  or  with  con- 
sent of  the  proprietors,  be  converted  into 
an  Interest  or  Annuity  not  exceeding  S 
per  cent,  per  annum,  not  redeemable  tiU 
after  14  years. 

2.  «<  That  his  Majesty  be  enabled  ao 
borrow  from  any  person  or  persons,  bodies 
politic  or  corporate,  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  at  an  interest  not  exceeding  S  per 
cent,  to  be  applied  towards  redeeming  the 
National  Debt.'' 

March  SO.  These  Resolutions  were  re- 
ported by  sir  Charles  Turner  to  the  House ; 
and  thenrst  Resolution  being  read  a  second 
time,  and  a  new  debate  arising,  a  motion 
was  made  for  adjourning  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  said  ra|)ort  till  April  14, 
but  upon  the  question's  being  put,  it  was 
carried  in  the  negative,  by  2^  to  157. 

Then  an  Amendment  to  the  Resolution 
was  proposed  by  general  Wade,  and  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Walter  Plumer,  viz.  That 
instead  or  the  words,  *  notexceeding  S  per 
cent,  per  annum,'  the  words,  *  not  ex- 
ceeding Sy  per  annum'  should  be  inserted. 
Upon  whicn  Mr.  Sandys  took  notice, 
that  the  Amendment  proposed  was  such  a 
one  as  could  not  be  made  upon  a  report ; 
because  it  was  for  a  larger  sum  annually 
than  what  they  had  agreed  to  in  the  com- 
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mittee;  and  that  therefore  if  they  had  a 
mind  to  allow  a  higher  interest  than  3  per 
cent,  they  roust  recommit  the  Resolution. 
Whereupon  Mr.  Plumer  said,  Tliat  as  an 
honourable  sentleraan  near  him  (meaning 
Mr.Gore,)  had  before  taken  notice,  the 
afiair'&  depending  in  that  House  had,  he 
found,  occasioned  so  much  gaming  in 
Change  Alley,  that  if  the  Amendment 
he  had  seconcied,  could  nbt  be  agreed  to 
upon  the  report,  he  would  be  against  re- 
committing; because  he  was  ror  having 
the  affiur  determined  some  way  or  other 
with  as  great  expedition  as  possible,  in 
order  to  put  a  stop  to  that  in&mous  prac- 
tice of  Stock-jobbing.  Nevertheless,  a 
motion  was  made  for  recommitting;  but 
upon  the  question's  being  put,  it  was  car- 
ried in  the  negative*  Aiter  which,  both 
the  Resolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  sir 
John  Barnard,  Mr.  Wortley,  and  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  were  ordered  to  pre- 
pare and  brin^  in  a  BiU  upon  the  Resolu- 
tions so  agreed  to.  The  chief  speakers  in 
these  debates  in  the  committee  and  upon 
the  report,  for  the  reduction,  wisre,  sir 
John  Barnard,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls, 
Mr.  Edward  Wortlev  Montague,  Mr. 
Howe,  Mr.  Gore,  Mr,  San^s;  &c. 
And  the  chief  Speakers  against  the  Re- 
duction were  Mr.  Alderman  Heathcote, 
Mr.  Burrel,  Mr.  Holden,sir  Charles  Wager, 
general  Wade,  Mr.  Oglethorpe,  Mr.  Knight, 
and  sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  spoke  not  so 
much  against  the  Reduction,  as  asainst  its 
being  then  a  proper  time  for  undertaking 
such  a  Scheme. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Sir  John 
Barnard^s  Motion  for  taking  rff  the  Taxes 
that  ojypess  the  Poor  and  the  Alanufac- 
turers.*2  As  soon  as  this  Bill  was  ordered 
to  be  brought  in,  sir  John  Barnard  stood 


*  <*  Sir  John  Barnard,  however,  had  not 
sufficient  disciTtion  to  be  satisfied  with  this 
partial  victory  ;  instead  of  weakening  the  re- 
sistance to  his  iavourtte  Scheme,  by  making  it 
as  much  as  possible  a  great  national  object,  he 
on  the  contrary  united  a  numerous  body  of 
adversaries,  lost  the  vantage  ground  on  which 
he  before  stood,  and  reduced  it  to  a  mere  party 
question.  He  folbwed  up  the  Report  by 
moving,  *  That  the  House  would,  as  soon  as 
*tl)e  mterest  of  all  the  national  redeemable 
^  debt  should  be  reduced  to  Si,  per  cent,  per 

*  annum,   take  off  some  of  the  heavy  taxes 

*  which  oppressed  the  poor,  and  the  manufac- 

*  turer.» 

*'  His  view  in  making  this  unprecedented 
motion,  was  to  attach. popnlaritj^  to  his  BiU  ; 
but  it  had  a  contrary  etfect,  for  it  was  proved 


up^andafter  making  ashort  speech,  moye< 
**  Tliat  this  House  will,  as  soon  as  the  in 
terest  of  all  the  national  redeemable  Del] 
sliall  be  reduced  to  3/. per  cent,  per  annum 
take  off  some  of  the  neavy  Taxes,  whio 
oppress  tlie  Poor  and  the  Sfanufactiuners.^ 
Lpon  this  motion  there  ensued  a  debat< 
in  which  the  Argtunents  for  the  modoi 
were  to  the  effect  as  follows ;  viz. 

Sir ;  As  the  increase,  or  rather  the  r<i 
vival  of  our  trade,  is  one  of  the  chief  end 
intended  by  the  Resolutions  we  have  no^ 
agreed  to,  and  as  the  prosperity  of  trad] 
depends  as  much  upon  the  low  rate  d 
wages  as  upon  the  low  rate  of  interest,  ^ 
shall  beg  leave  to  msike  you  a  motion  f«^ 
anotlier  resolution,  which  I  take  to  be  \ 
natural  consequence  of  the  two  resolutioni 
we  have  now  agreed  to;  but  before  j 
make  you  tlie  motion  I  intend,  I  shal 
take  the  liberty  to  make  some  observation] 
upon  the  nature  of  trade  in  general ;  and 
in  the  first  place,  I  must  observe,  that  na^ 
tural  commodities,  however  valuable,  b} 
which  1  mean  such  as  are  produced  with* 
out  any  great  art  or  industry  of  the  people^ 
are  never  of  any  great  service  to  a  coun« 
try,  because  tliey  maintain  no  great  num« 
her  of  subjects,  nor  enrich  many  Individ 


to  be  fallacious,  illusory,  and  iiregular.  I< 
was  fallacious,  because  it  assumed  as  facts, 
statements  that  were  not  tine  ;  that  the  publi<^ 
imposts  fell  more  heavily  uj^n  the  poor  in 
England,  than  in  other  countries,  and  implied, 
that  the  reduction  of  the  interest  from  four  to 
three  per  cent,  would  compensate  for  the  losa 
of  the  revenue,  if  those  taxes  were^bolishei). 
It  was  illusory,  because  it  held  out  a  prospect 
of  taking  off  the  taxes  several  years  before  the 
reduction  could  be  effected ;  and  it  was  irregu> 
lar,  because  it  bound  future  parliaments  to 
the  adot>tionof  a  measure  wbicn  might  not  at 
a  future  time  be  feasible.  It  was  ably  and  uu* 
answei-ably  argued  by  the  minister,  and  those 
M'ho  opposed  it,,  that  to  agree  to  the  resolution, 
would  be  exposing  the  public  to  unavoidable 
disap|)ointiuent,  *That  it  would  be  time  enough 

*  to  come  to  a  resolution  to  abolish  some  taxes, 

*  when  the  Scheme  had  taken  eflect,  for  if 
<  such  a  previous  resolution  should  be  adopted, 
*•  and  the  Scheme  should  afterwards  prove  al- 

*  together  abortive,   the  whole  world   would 

*  laugh  at  their  precipitancy/  In  the  Speech 
which  sir  John  Barnard  made  in  defence  of 
this  motion,  he  betrayed  such  a  confusion  of 
projects,  and  indistinctness  of  ideas,  assumed 
so  many  principles  which  were  untrue,  and  so 
violently  transgressed  the  bounds  of  parliamen- 
tary engagement,  that  the  motion  wis  n^a- 
tived,  by  200  against  142,  and  the  pnuMc 
clamoor  very  much  heightened."  Cose't 
Walpole. 
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duals.    Hie  gold  and  silver  of  the  Spanish 

and  Portoguefle  settlemonts  in  America 

are  comioodities  of  great  value  ;  hiit  as 

they  are  produced  by  the  labour  of  slaves^ 

and  enrich  only  the  king  and  a  few  great 

lords,  they  have  rather  diminished  than 

increased  the  power  and  the  riches  of  both 

those  kingdoms ;  the  reason  of  which  is, 

I  because  diey  maintain  no  great  number  of 

[  indiistrious  subjects,  in  which  the  power  of 

I  a  coantiy  consists  ;  and  the  ricnes  that 

\  beloiig  entirely  to  the  king,  or  to  a  few 

.-grettt  men,  are  generally  wasted  in  luxury 

!  Md  extravagance,  or  employed  in-  ambi- 

!  tbus  projects,  which  no  way  tend  to  the 

public  good  of  the  country.    This  pre<- 

[  teats  the  increaae  of  natural  bom  sub- 

iects,  and  render  such  as  they  have,  lazy, 

Idle,  and  extravagant ;  so  that  those  very 

tkbesy  which  are  brought  in  by  the  labour 

if  their  slaves,  they  are  evenr  year  obliged 

to  send  out,  for  purchasing  the  necessaries 

.of  li^  or  such  things  as  are  proper  for 

sqHKirting  their  luxury. 

l>rom  hence  we  may  see,  Sir,  that  the 
commodities  proper  for  increasing  or  sup- 
porting the  power  and  the  riches  oT  a 
country,  are  those  which  are  produced  by 
die  art  and  industry  of  the  inliabitants. 
The  production  or  manufacture,  and  sale 
;ir  exchange,  of  such  commodities  is  that 
odIv  which  can  properly  be  called  trade ; 
IM  of  such  commodities  no  country  can 
fknie  any  great  quantity,  unless  they  can 
MtSi  them  cheaper  than  any  of  their  neigh- 
bors can  sell  commodities  of  the  same 
fUnd  and  goodness.    Now  as  the  original 
ttatertals  oip  idl  such  commodities  are  to 
ke  got  by  the  people  of  all  countries,  at 
flfetty  near  the  same  price,  the  difference 
lelween  the  price  of  such  commodities 
vhen  worked  up  in  one  country,  and  the 
price  of  them  when  worked  up  in  another, 
BMSt  always  depend  upon  the  price  of 
hbour ;  that  is  to  say,  tne  wages  given  to 
woikmen  and  servants  ;  for  no  such  com- 
nodities  can  be  sold  so  cheap  by  the  people 
4rfacountry  where  the  wagesgiven  to  work- 
men and  servants  are  high,  as  commodities' 
0f  the  same  kind  and  goodness  may  be  sold 
fcjr  the  people  of  a  country  where  the  wages 
given  to  workmen  and  servants  are  low ; 
but  in  all  countries  the  price  of  labour,  or 
Ae  wages  given  to  worlonenand  servants, 
auist  depend  upon  the  price  of  thos<s  pro- 
risions  which  are  necessaiy  for  their  con- 
venient support ;  I  say,  Sir,  their  conve- 
nient support,  for  even  the  poorest  work- 
man must  and  will  have  some  of  the  con- 
yeniences  of  life  ;  and  that  country  where 


the  usual  price  of  labour  can  afford  the 
labourers  most  of  the  conveniencies  of  life, 
will  always  at  last  come  to  have  the  great- 
est number  of  workmen,  in  all  sorts  oftrade 
and  manufacture.  A  glut  of  business,  or  a 
scarcity  of  workmen,  may  sometimes  occa- 
sion the  wages  of  workmen  and  servants 
to  be  higher  in  one  country  than  another; 
but  if  the  price  of  the  necessaries  and  con- 
veniencies  of  life  be  equal  in  both,  the 
workmen  will  by  degrees  leave  the  country 
where  wages  are  low,  and  repair  to  that 
country  where  wages  are  high;  by  which 
means  the  price  of  labour  in  both  countries 
will  at  last  be  brought  upon  a  par :  this 
will  always  be  the  case  where  the  price  of 
the  necessaries  and  conveniencies  of  life  is 
the  same  in  both  countries';  but  if  the 
price  of  the  nectaries  and  conveniences 
of  life,  by  accident  or  bad  measures,  be- 
come dearer  in  one  country  than  in  ano- 
ther, and  continue  so  for  some  time,  in 
that  country  where  such  necessaries  and 
conveniencies  are  dearest,  the  price  of 
labour  must  rise,  or  their  workmen  and 
servants  will  all  leave  them ;  for  though 
the  desire  to  live  in  their  native  country 
may  keep  them  at  home  for  some  time, 
and  may  make  them  chuse  to  live  much 
more  sparingly  by  their  labour  at  home, 
than  they  could  do  by  the  same  labour  in 
another  country,  yet  .some  will  be  every 
year  deserting,  and  the  more  that  have 
deserted,  the  greater  encouragement  will 
those  that  remain  have  to  desert ;  so  that 
the  desertion  must  necessarily  and  inevi- 
tably at  last  become  general. 

This,  I  say,  Sir,  will  certainly  be  the 
event,  if  the  price  of  labour,  or  the  wages 
of  workmen,  are  not  raised  in  proportion 
as  the  price  of  the  necessaries  and  conve- 
niencies of  life  rises  in  any  country ;  and  if 
the  price  of  labour  be  raised  higher  in 
one  country  than  it  is  in  another,  we  may 
easily  see  what  will  be  the  necessary  con- 
sequence. As  the  price  of  the'  original 
materials  of  all  sorts  of  commodities  pro- 
duced by  the  art  and  industry  of  the  peo- 
ple, is  pretty  much  the  same  in  all  coun- 
tries, those  commodities  may  be  sold 
cheaper  by  the  people  of  that  country 
where  the  price  of  labour  is  cheap,  than 
they  can  be  by  the  people  of  that  country 
where  the  price  of  labour  is  dear ;  the  ne- 
cessary consequence  of  which  must  be, 
that  the  former,  by  underselling,  will  first 
beat  the  latter  out  of  all  foreign  markets, 
and  at  last  even  out  of  their  own  home 
market ;  for  though  a  country  may  by 
severe  laws  and  high  penalties,  for  8om#' 
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fbr  relieving  our  people  from  those  taxe^ 
which  lie  heavy,  not  only  upon  almost  all 
sorts  of  provisions,  but  upon  almost  all 
sorts  of  materials.  We  may  make  lairs 
against  smug^h'ng,  we  may  make  laws 
against  exporting  our  wool,  we  may  make 
laws  against  inveigling  our  workmen  into 
foreign  countries  :  these  are  but  quackish 
remedies  ^  if  we  have  a  mind  to  work  a 
thorough  cure,  we  must  remove  tlie  cause « 
which  certainly  proceeds  from  our  many 
heavy  taxes  ;  for  none  of  our  workmen 
would  go  to  foreign  countries,  if  they  could 
live  more  conveniently  by  their  labour  in 
this,  than  they  could  m  any  other ;  none 
of  our  wool  would  be  exported,  if  it  could 
be  wrought  up  in  this  country  cheaper 
than  in  any  other*  especially,  if  by  our 
treaties  we  took  care  to  have  a  free  entry 
for  our  manufactures  into  every  country  ; 
and  no  foreign  manufacture  would  be  im* 
ported  upon  us,  if  the  prime  cost  were 
higher  than  the  same  sort  of  manu&cture 
could  be  bought  for,  here  at  home. 

I  know,  Sir,  it  has  been  said  our  taxes 
are  no  way  insupportable,  nor  heavier  in 
this  country  than  they  are  in  Holland  or 
France;  but  if  those  gentlemen  would 
compare  the  taxes  and  the  methods  of 
raising  them  in  this  country,  with  the 
taxes  and  methods  of  raising  tiiem  either 
in  France  or  Holland,  or  any  other  coun- 
try of  Europe,  they  will  find  that  the 
taxes  in  this  country  are  more  burden- 
some upon  trade,  and  the  methods  of 
raising  them  more  inconvenient  for  the 
merchant  and  dealer,  than  in  any  country 
of  Europe :  Insomuch  that,  if  it  were  not  for 
the  natural  advantage  we  enjoy  by  means 
of  our  situation,  and  the  many  flourishing 
plantations  we  have  in  the  West-Indies,  and 
tor  that  artificial  advantage  which  has  been 
handed  down  to  us  firom  our  wise 
ancestors,  and  which,  I  hope,  we  shall 
take  care  to  preserve,  I  mean  the  superior 
excellence  of  our  constitution,  laws,  and 
customs ;  I  say,  if  it  were  not  for  these  ad« 
vantages,  I  am  convinced  our  trade  would 
already  have  been  entirely  lost  These  ad- 
vantages, especially  our  plantations,  and 
the  great  exports  and  imports  we  make  to 
and  firom  them,  have  hitherto  preaer\''ed  our 
trade  and  our  manufactures;  but  our 
plantations  will  at  last  fall  upon  wfnrs  and 
means  to  fiiniish  themselves  with  U)reign 
manufactures,  or  with  such  as  are  worked 
up  among  themselves,  if  they  find  they  can 
do  it  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  they 
can  have  any  such  firom  ns ;  and  with  res- 
pect to  our  imports  from  thence,  such  as 
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time,  prevent  the  importation  of  those 
foreign  commodities  which  are  of  the 
same  nature  with  their  own,  yet  the  exe- 
cution of  such  laws  will  at  last  become  so 
grievous  to  the  people,  that  it  must  either 
be  neglected,  or  the  laws  repealed ;  be- 
cause the  people  can  never  be  persuaded  it 
is  a  crime  to  buy  at  the  cheapest  hand,  nor 
can  they  bear  to  see  their  fellow-country- 
men punished  for  what  they  think  no 
crime :  they  neither  will  nor  can  enquire 
into  the  causes  of  the  deamess  of  such 
commodities  in  their  own  country,  but 
will  think  it  proceeds  firom  the  covetous- 
ness  of  th<^e  concerned  in  the  ^  trade ; 
therefore  such  laws  always  have  produced, 
and  always  will  at  last  produce  murmur- 
iiigs  and  insurrections  among  the  people ; 
so  that  the  government  at  last  will  be 
obliged,  for  the  sake  of  quiet,  to  let  the 
people  buy  where  they  best  can ;  and  this 
liberty  will  put  a  full  stop  to  any  manufac- 
tures that  may  then  be  remaining  among 
them. — There  are  many  other  considera- 
tions, Sir,  which  contribute  towards  ren- 
dering trade  more  flourishing  in  one  coun- 
try than  another  ;  such  as  a  happy  con- 
stitution of  government,  and  ^ooa  laws 
and  customs  for  securing  the  hberty  and 
property  of  the  subject ;  a  regard  and 
esteem  shewn  by  the  laws  for  merchants 
and  tradesmen  ;  a  low  rate  of  the  natural 
interest  of  money ;  and  many  others :  but 
this  I  will  say,  that  of  two  countries  alike 
in  all  other  circumstances,  the  tr^e  of 
that  country  will  flourish  most  where  the 
price  of  labour-is  cheapest,  and  where  tliey 
may  have  the  original  materials  of  those 
commodities  which  are  produced  by  the 
art  and  industry  of  the  people,  at  the 
cheapest  rate.  Nay,  if  there  be  a  rival- 
ship  between  them,  as  to  the  production 
of  any  such  commodity,  we  may  depend 
on  it  the  former  will  at  last  beat  the  other 
entirely  out  of  the  business.  From  hence 
we  may  see,  how  ruinous  it  must  be  to  the 
ti^e  of  any  countr}%  to  lay  taxes  upon 
any  provisions  that  are  necessary  for  the 
convenient  support  of  their  labourers, 
(nanufacturcrs,  or  tradesmen  ;  or  upon 
any  of  the  original  materials  of  those  com- 
modities which  are  produced  by  tlie  art 
and  industry  of  their  people :  from  hence 
we  must  see  that  the  trade  of  any  such 
country  must  necessarily  at  last  be  undone, 
if  their  neighbours  be  m  any  sort  of  con- 
dition to  take  advantage  of  the  slip  tliey 
have  made :  and  from  hence  we  must  see, 
how  necessary  it  is  for  us  to  take  the  most 
^ffi^ual  and  the  most  inunediate  measures 
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sugars,  ram,  tobacco,  skins,  and  the  like, 
we  xnaj  continue  for  many  years  to  sup- 
ply our  home  market  with  such  commodi- 
ties from  our  own  plantations,  hy  means  of 
prohibitory  laws  and  high  duties  upon 
forego  commodities  of  the  same  kind ;  but 
if  our  present  high  rate  of  interest  and  high 
duties  continue,  and  if  the  Frencli  con- 
tinue to  improTe  their  plantations  for  years 
to  come,  as  fast  as  they  have  done  for  these 
twenty  years  past,  I  am  afraid  it  may  soon 
be  put  out  of  our  power  to  supply  any 
ibreign  noarket  with  any  even  of  those 
commodities ;  and  if  all  foreign  markets 
should  be  shut  up  against  us,  both  with  res- 
pect tOjOur  home  manufactures  and  with 
respect  to  the  produce  of  our  plantations, 
our  kuEury  must  either  greatly  diminish,  or 
we  should  soon  have  no  occasion  to  be 
afraid  of  foreigners  drawing  our  money 
away  from  us,  by  the  sale  of  uieir  property 
in  our  funds ;  for  if  they  could  sell  that 
property  for  any  price,  wnich  is  much  to 
De  questioned,  they  would  find  no  money 
in  the  kingdom  to  draw,  out  of  it,  thdy 
would  be  obliged  to  take  and  export  our 
com,  cattle,  tin,  lead,  or  wool,  in  lieu  of 
the  property  they  had  disposed  of. 

That  the  deamess  of  provisions,  and 
consequently  of  labour,  in  this  kingdom, 
does  not  proceed  from  money  being  more 
plenty  io  this  country  than  in  France  or 
Holland,  is  evident,  Sir,  from  the  natural 
rate  of  interest  between  man  and  man  being 
higher  ia  this  country  than  in  either  of  the 
other  two ;  and  the  deamess  of  provisions 


and  labour,  in  and  about  London^  does 
not  so  much  proceed  from  a  greater  plenty 
of  money  in  and  about  London,  as  from 
their  taxes  being  more  numerous,  and 
more  heavy,  than  m  any  other  part  of  the 
kingdom;  for  all  taxes  are  more  strictly 
raised  in  and  about  London  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  kingdom ;  and  the  inha- 
bitants in  and  about  London,  even  those 
of  the  poorest  sort,  are  subject  to  two  most 
grievous  taxes,  which  almost  every  other 
part  of  the  kingdom  is  free  from  :  1  mean 
the  tax  upon  coals,  and  upon  ale-houses  by 
virtue  of  the  pot-act,  both  which  fall  ex- 
tremely heavy  upon  the  poor  labourer  and 
manufacturer,  and  must  necessarily  make 
both  provisions  and  labour  much  dearer  in 
and  about  London,  than  in  any  other  part 
of  the  kingdom ;  therefore  I  hope,  these 
two  taxes  will  be  among  the  first  to  be 
taken  off:  for  I  must  think  the  manufac- 
turers and  labourers  in  and  about  London, 
if  they  are  not  pot  upon  an  equal  footing 
with  their  foreign  neighbours,  ought  at 
[VOL.  X,] 
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least  to  be  put  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
their  domestic  neighbours,  especially  con- 
sidering that  they  will  be  the  greatest  suf- 
ferers by  the  reduction  of  the  interest 
payable  upon  our  public  funds.  But  there 
13  another  strong  reason  for  making  labour 
as  cheap  as  possible  in  and  about  London, 
because  there  are  many  sorts  of  manufac- 
tures which  cannot  so  conveniently  be 
carried  on  in  any  part  of  tlie  kingdom  as 
in  or  near  London,  and  all  ships  which 
carry  out  a  cargo  consisting  of  a  great 
variety  of  sorts  of  goods,  properly  sorted 
for  the  foreign  market  to  which  they  are 
bound,  must  take  their  cargo  and  departure 
generally  from  London ;  so  that  a  great 
part  of  our  foreign  trade,  as  long  as  we 
have  any,  must  always  depend  upon  our 
exports  from  the  port  of  London  ;  and 
many  of  our  homeward  bound  ships  must 
come  to  unload  the  whole,  or  a  part  of  their 
cargo  at  London,  before  they  can  return 
to  the  port  from  whence  they  set  out ;  for 
which  reason  we  ought,  if  possible,  to  ren- 
der tlie  price  of  provisions,  and  conse- 
quently the  price  of  labour,  as  cheap  at 
London  as  it  is  in  any  part  of  this  king- 
dom, or  in  any  trading  country  in  Europe; 
at  least,  I  am  sure,  we  ought  neither  to 
impose  nor  continue  any  tax  which  must 
necessarily  enhance  the  price  both  of  the 
one  and  the  other. 

Aflcr  having  thus  shewn  tbe  necessary 
and  the  fatal  consequences  of  taxes  upon 
the  necessaries  of  life,  or  upon  the  origmal 
materials  proper  for  any  manufacture,!  am 
convinced  every  gentleman  that  hears  me 
will  be  of  opinion,  that  as  soon  as  the  in- 
terest payable  upon  our  public  funds  is  re- 
duced to  3  per  cent,  we  ought  to  annihilate 
some  part  of  the  Sinking-Fund,  by  abolish- 
ing some  of  the  heavy  taxes  that  oppress 
our  poor  labourers  and  manufacturers ;  for 
that  we  have  some  such  cannot  I  think  be 
questioned,  afler  what  his  present  Majes- 
ty was  pleased  to  recommend  to  us  from 
the  throne  but  a  few  years  smce.  And  in 
order  to  convince  all  those  without  doors 
that  this  is  our  real  intention,  we  ought,  I 
think,  immediately  to  come  to  some  such 
resolution ;  because  it  will  not  only  con- 
tribute towards  the  success  of  the  Scheme 
we  have  just  now  agreed  to,  but  it  will  like- 
wise contribute  towards  preventing  some  of 
our  workmen  from  going  abroad,  who  are 
now  perhaps  making  preparations  for  that 
purpose,  and  towards  prevailing  with  some 
masters  of  manufactures  to  continue  in 
their  business,  who  are  now  perhaps, 
through  despau:,  resolving  to  give  it  up. 
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When  our  moneyed  men  and  other  stock- 
holders see  a  «demn  resoiutionr  of  pariia- 
ment  for  abolishing  eome  of  our  most 
heavy  taxes,  and  when  they  consider  the 
great  benefit  that  may  accrue  therefrom  to 
our  trade,  and  the  great  relief  it  will  af- 
ford to  our  poor  labourers  and  manufac- 
turers, if  they  have  the  least  regard  for 
Aeir  country,  diey  will  certainly  contri- 
bute with  the  more  alacrity  towards  the 
(Success  of  a;Scheme,  from  which  so  many 
public  benefits  may  be  reasomd)ly  expecteO; 
and  even  the  most  selfish  stock-nolders  will 
find  in  such  a  resolution  this  comfort,  that 
If  their  revenue  be  diminished  by  the  re- 
duction of  interest,  their  loss  will  be  in  some 
measure  compensated  by  the  diminution  of 
their  ^xpence,  which  wul  be  the  necessary 
consequence  of  abolishing  any  of  our  heavy 
taxes,  not  only  with  regard  to  those  com- 
modities which  are  disoiarged  of  the  tax, 
but  with  regard  to  all  other  sorts  of  com- 
modities; for  a  tax  upon  any  one  of  the 
necessaries  of  life  must  enhance  the  price, 
not  only  of  all  the  other  necessaries  of  life, 
but  likewise  of  all  l^ose  things  that  are  pro- 
per either  for  theconveniency  or  the  luxuiy 
of  life.  Therefore, theaboHshingof  some  of 
our  heavy  taxes  must  necessarily  lessen  the 
iuture  expence  of  every  family  m  the  king- 
dom, especially  about  London,  where  SU 
'  taxes  are  most  strictly  raised,  and  most  se- 
verely felt;  and  consequently  a  resolution 
for  that  purpose  must  naturally  tend  to- 
wards making  eveiy  man  contribute,  with 
the  more  dacrity,  to  the  success  of  the 
8dieme  we  have  now  agreed  to. 

Such  a  resolution.  Sir,  will  not  only  con- 
tribute to  the  success  of  the  Schen^  witfi- 
out  doors,  but  it  will  likewise  contribute 
greatly  to  its  success  within  doors ;  for  I 
must  confess,  I  should  myself  be  very  in- 
different about  its  success,  either  within 
doors  or  without,  if  I  did  not  think  that  the 
abolishing  of  some  of  our  heavy  taxes 
would  be  the  necessary  consequence  of  the 
reducing  the  interest  payable  upon  the 
public  funds :  if  the  people  were  to  receive 
no  benefit  by  such  reduction,  if  I  thought 
the  6nly  advantage  to  be  reaped  thereby, 
would  be  the  increase  of  the  Smking-Fund, 
I  should  be  very  little  anxious  about  the 
success  of  the  Sdieme ;  because  I  am  now 
fully  convinced,  that  fiind  will  never  be 
religiously  and  regularly  applied  to  the 
uses  fbr  which  it  was  intended ;  but  will 
always  serve  as  a  fund  for  leading  the  na- 
tion mto  expensive  and  unnecessary  pro- 
jects or  measures ;  and  may  hereafter  be 
^  I  use  of  f<Nr  leering  successful  the 


most  wicked  purposes  an  ambitious  princ 
or  a  guilty  mmister  can  invent  or  contriye. 
For  niis  reason,  I  am  sure  there  are  msany 
gentlemen  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
who  win  be  mudi  more  sanguine  fbr  the 
passing  of  the  Bill  now  ordered  to  l>e 
brought  in,  than  they  would  otherwise  be, 
if  diey  are  assured  diat  the  reduction  oT 
interest  will  be  attended  with  a  dimtnutioxi 
of  taxes;  and  nothing  can  contribute  more 
towards  giving  gentlemen  sudi  an  assu- 
rance, than  a  previous  resolution  of  this 
House,  that  as  soon  as  the  interest  is  re^ 
duced,  some  of  otrr  most  burdensome  taxes 
will  be  abolished;  dierefore,  whatcTer 
gentlemen  may  pretend,  whateicsr  their 
outward  professions  may  be,  I  ^hall  not  ea- 
sily believe  they  ore  really  and  in  their 
hearts  for  passing  the  Bill  we  have  ordered 
to  be  brought  in,  if  they  are  against  the 
motion  I  am  uqw  to  make. 

In  the  debate.  Sir,  upon  the  resolution  o£ 
the  Committee,  it  was,  I  think,  made  fully 
i^pear,  that  a  reduction  of  interest  would 
be  a  great  advantage  to  the  nation  in  ge- 
neral ;  and  as  these  resolutions  have  been 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  i  must  conclude 
the  majority  are  of  the  same  opinion ;  yet 
such  is  the  selfishness  of  some  men  widiouf 
doors,  who  are  great  stockholders,  and  who 
consequently  will  be  great  losers  by  what 
has  been  agreed  to  wiUiin  doors,  that  they 
will  not  be,  or  will  pretend  they  are  not 
convinced  of  what  I  think  is  evident  at  firsi 
view.    They  not  only  endeavour  to  con- 
vince themselves,  but  they  endeavour  to 
convince  others,  that  the  nation  will  be  no 
way  benefited  by  what  we  have  resolved 
on,  but  diat  on  the  contrary  most  trades* 
men  and  artificers  will  be  losers ;  and  th# 
chief,  nay  the  only  argument  they  make 
use  oti  or  indeed  can  make  use  of,  u.  That 
we  have  no  design  to  abolish  any  of  the 
taxes,  but  only  to  increase  the  Sinking- 
Fund ;  Thus,  say  they  to  tradesmen  and 
artificers,  you  will  be  no  gainers  by  this 
Scheme,  because' you  must  pay  the  same 
taxes  you  did  before ;  and  as  our  revenue 
is  to  be  lessened,  we  must  contract  our  ex- 
pence,  we  cannot  lay  out  so  much  money 
with  you  as  we  did  before,  so  that  yo^i  will 
be  losers,  instead  of  being  gainers  by  the 
reduction  of  interest.    This,  Sir,  is  their 
argument,  and  by  means  of  this  argument 
they  may  raise  up  a  ^irit  of  discontent 
among  the  people ;  for  it  is  not  easy  to  per- 
suade the  generality  of  mankind  of  the  ad- 
vantages they  may  reap  by  the  reduction  of 
interest,  unless  they  be  made  to  feel  some 
immediate  advantage  by  the  abolkbing  tff 


taxes;  tbetofoca  U  evftdo  this  aripmeRt, 
and  to  oinruite  the  pesniciout  deBigos  of 
tach  selfish  men,  ve  ought  now  to  come  to 
aresolutioi,  that  as  soon  as  the  reduction 
of  mterest  takes  plaoei  some  of  the  most 
hearj taxesdiall  certainly  be  taken  o£  It 
will  then  be  ea^  for  any  man,  who  is  a 
friend  to  the  Sdbeme,  or  to  his  country,  to 
shew  to  e?ery  tradesman,  shopkeeper,  and 
labourer,  that  he  must  necessarily  be  a 
gainer  by  the  reduction  of  interest ;  and 
this  of  course  reconcile  great  numbers  of 
people  to  the  intended  reduction  of  inte- 
rest, and  to  his  Majesty^s  government ;  at 
least  it  will  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  those 
wfaOffrom  selfish  views,  are  enemies  to 
both,  to  raise  any  popular  discontent 
agaiost  either  the  one  or  the  other. 

From  this  observation.  Sir,  I  must  beg 
leare  to  say,  that  no  man,  who  is  a  red 
fiiend  to  the  Scheme  and  to  his  Majesty 
and  his  govenunent,  can,  in  mv  opinion, 
be  agaiost  our  agreeing  to  sucn  a  resolu* 
tion  as  I  have  sientioned ;  for,  however 
much  the  affiectiona  and  good  opinion  (^ 
tbe  populace  may  be  deqfMsed  by  some 
Qoi,  sad  thoogh  I  do  net  think  a  poou- 
laritj  should  be  courted  by  unjustifiaole 
ioeaD8,orby  mean  and  imprudent  com« 
pliuices,  yet  I  think  the  love  of  the  peo- 
ple ia  general  ia  what  every  government, 
aod  every  private  man,  ought  to  endeavour 
to  obtain,  and  therefore,  when  we  see  the 
people  misled,  or  attempted  to  be  misled, 
we  ou^t  to  take  all  possible  measures  tp 
undeceive  them,  or  to  prevent  their  being 
(leceived  by  se^h  and  desimung  men. 
However,  Sk,  when  I  say  this,  I  would 
Dot  have  it  thought,  that  1  look  upon  the 
renlings  or  the  applauses  of  a  mercenary 
nu)b,  a  mob  headed  by  clerks  of  the  Trea- 
^  aod  other  such  mercenary  creatures, 
tobe  any  testimony  either  of  the  hatred, 
or  the  uTectiona  of  the  people ;  for  such 
creatures  I  roust  always  look  on  aa  enemies 
to  the  people,  and  shall  always  be  proud  of 
meriliog  their  resentmenL 

1  thinik.  Sir,  I  need  not  add  any  thing 
further  for  skewing  the  reasonableness  and 
^oeoessi^  of  the  resolution  I  have  men- 
tioned; therefore  I  shall  conclude  with 
B)>lang  you  thia  motion,  to  resolve.  That 
this  House  will,  to  soon  as  the  interest  of 
aQ  the  oatienal  redeemable  debt  shaQ  be 
redooed  to  iU  per  cent,  per  annum,  take 
<jff  tome  of  the  neavy  taxes  which  oppress 
^P<ttr,  and  the  manufacturers; 

To  this  it  waa  answered  in  substance  as 
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Sir;  I  shd  readOy  agree  with  the  hoa* 
gentleman  who  haa  made  you  this  motion, 
that  taxea  upon  the  necessaries  or  conve- 
aiencies  of  life  must  bcreas^  the  price  of 
labour,  and  that  it  would  be  a  great  advan- 
tage to  the  trade  of  this  country,  and  a 
great  relief  to  the  people,  if  we  could 
abolish  some  of  our  most  heavy  taxes ;  but 
I  cannot  a^ree  with  him  in  thinking,  that 
the  taxes  in  this  kingdom  are  more  bur- 
densome upon  trade,  or  the  medioda  df 
raising  them  more  inconvenient  for  the 
merchant  and  dealer,  than  in  any  of  our 
neighbouring  countries;   and  much  leas 
can  I  agree  with  him,  that  it  is  either  pro- 
per or  necessary  for  us  to  come  to  any 
munediate  resolution,  to  abolish  some  of 
our  most  heavy  taxes,  as  soon  as  the  into* 
rest  of  all  the  national  redeemable  debt 
shall  be  reduced  to  S  per  cent,  per  annum* 
I  wish  tlie  hon*  gentleman  had  been  at 
some  more  paina  to  shew  us  how  the  taxes 
in  this  kingaomare  more  burdensome  upon 
trade,  or  Uie  methoda  of  raising  them  more 
inconvenient  lor  the  merchant  aynd  dealer, 
than  in  any  of  our  neighbouring  countries ; 
for  these  are  fiurts  which,  I  thmk,  deserve 
some  proofs  and  if  any  such  thing  had  be^ 
attempted,  some  metnods  might  nave  been 
found  for  shewing  wherein  he  was  mis- 
taJcen ;  for  to  a  simple  averment  of  a  fact, 
without  one  proof  or  one  argument  for  en- 
forcing the  belief  of  it,  no  answer  can  be 
made  out  a  contrary  averment;  and  in  this, 
with  respect  to  France  at  least,  I  am  sure 
I  may  be  justified;  for  all  their  taxea  are 
not  only  imposed  but  raised  in  an  arbitrary 
manner,  and  aa  moat  of  their  taxes  are 
farmed,  by  merchants  and  dealers,  their 
people  are  not  only  loaded  with  the  tax, 
but  oppressed  with  a  monopoly,  wliich 
tliose  tarmers  have  generally  the  address  to 
get  into  their  own  hands,  by  means  of  the 
privileges  they  enjoy,asfarmers  of  that  par* 
ticular  branch  of  the  revenue.    In  Holland, 
indeed/the  peculiar  nature  of  then:  country 
makes  It  more  easy  for  them  to  raise  their 
taxes,  than  it  is  possible  for  us  to  raise 
any  tax  we  can  impose ;  but  in  the  main 
their  taxes  are  much  heavier  up<m  the  ne* 
ce^iaerics  of  life,  and  consequently  more 
burdensome  to  trade,  than  they  are  in  any 
^art  of  this  country,  not  excepting  the 
city  of  London  itself;    where  the  tax^,  I 
shall  grant,  are  more  strictly  raised,  and 
are  more  numerous,  than  in  any  other  part 
of  the  kingdom ;  but  this  does  not  proceed 
firom  any  partiality  towards  the  rest  of  the 
kingdom :   It  proceeds  firom  the  nature  of 
aua^  wiiich  renders  it  imposaible  to  raie^ 
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the  taxes  so  strictly,  or  to  impose  so  many, 
in  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom,  as  m 
London,  and  within  the  bills  of  mortality ; 
and  this  disadvantage  is  fully  made  good 
to  the  inhabitants  in  and  ahout  London, 
by  its  being  the  metropolis  of  the  kingdom, 
and  the  center,  as  it  were,  of  all  the  trade 
and  public  business  within  the  British  do- 
minions. 

With  regard  to  France  and  Holland 
therefore,  I  must  think.  Sir,  and  it  has 
been  the  general  opinion,  that  the  subjects 
of  each,  are  more  loaded  and  more  op- 
pressed with  taxes  and  excises,  than  the 
people  of  this  kingdom  ;   and  with  regard 
to  any  other  country  of  Europe,  they  may 
not  perhaps  have  so  many  or  so  large  taxes 
as  we  have,  because  their  people  in  general 
are  not  near  so  rich ;  but  in  each  of  them 
their  taxes  are  more  heavy,  in  proportion 
to  their  riches,  than  in  this  country,  and 
their  method  of  raising  taxes  is  more  arbi- 
trary and  mo^e  oppressive ;  from  whence 
I  must  conclude,  our  taxes  can  give  no 
country  in  Europe  an  advantage  over  us  in 
trade,  nor  can  the  price  of  l^our,  or  the 
wages  of  their  servants  or  workmen,  be 
cheaper  than  it  is  here ;  at  least,  if  it  is, 
that  cheapness  must  proceed  from  their 
not  having  so  great  a  plenty  of  money,  or 
from  their  workmen  and  servants  being 
more  frugal  and   industrious,  by  which 
they  are  enabled  to  live  upon  less  wages. 
Nevertheless,  I  shall  grant,  the  abolishing 
of  some  of  our  most  hedixy  taxes  would  be 
a  great  benefit  to  the  nation,  and  a  great  en- 
couragement to  our  trade,  because  it  would 
give  us  a  great  additional  advantage   in 
trade,  over  every  one  of  our  neighbours ; 
therefore  I  wish  with  all  my  heart  it  could 
be  done,  but  in  our  present  circumstances 
I  do  not  think  it  possible,  or  at  least  not 
consistent  with  the  present  and  future 
happiness  of  the  nation ;  for  our  govem- 
mert  must  be  supported,  and  not  only  the 
interest  of  our  public  debts  must  be  regu- 
larly paid,  but  apart  of  the  principal  must 
be  yearly  discharged,   in  order  that  we 
may  at  last  get  free  of  our  debt  as  well  as 
of  most  of  our  taxes.    If  we  abolish  any 
of  our  tiixes  before  .our  debts  are  paid  off, 
we  must  remain  longer  in  debt,  and  con- 
sequently must  remain  longer  under  those 
taxes  that  are  left  unabolished ;  so  that  the 
only  difference  is,  whether  we  shall  remain 
under  two  taxes  of  equal  value  for  20  years, 
or  under  one  of  these  taxes  only  for  40 
years  >    Which  is  a  question  that  in  my 
opinion  is  very  doubtful,  and  requires  a 
very   mature   consideration.     However^ 


suppose  I  were  to  admit  that  some  of  our 
taxes  ought  to  be  taken  off,  as  soon  as  the 
interest  payable  upon  our  public  funds  is 
reduced  to  3  per  cent  suppose  I  were  to 
admit  that  it  would  be  better  for  the  na- 
tion to  remain  40  years  under  a  tax  of 
100,000/.  yearly,  than  to  remain  but  20 
years  under  two  taxes  of  100,000^.*  yearly 
each ;  yet  I  cannot  admit  that  it  is  either 
necessary  or  proper  for  this  House,  upon 
the  present  occasion,  to  come  to  any  such 
resolution  as  has  been  proposed. 

Every  one  knows,  Sir,  and  the  gentle- 
man who  moved  you  this  question  is  very 
sensible,  that  no  parliament  has  any  power 
or  authority  over  a  future  parliament,  nor 
can  the  resolution  of  one  session  be  a  tye 
or  obligation  upon  any  succeeding  session. 
The  event  which  the  resolution  proposed 
relates  to,  is  an  event  which  cannot  pos- 
sibly happen  during  this  session;  It  is  im- 
possible to  suppose  that  during  this  session 
the  interest  upon  all  our  public  funds  can 
be  reduced  to  3  per  cent,  therefore  our 
resolving  what  shall  be  done  when  that 
event  happens  is  undertaking  for  a  future 
session,  which  we  have  no  power  over,  nor 
can  pretend  to  prescribe  to.  For  this  rea^ 
son,  if  the  intention  of  the  resdution  be 
to  encourage  our  public  creditors  to  conic 
in  and  subscribe  their  respective  debts  at  3 
per  cent.  I  must  beg  leave  to  say  it  is  in 
some  measure  a  sort  of  fraudulent  intention, 
because  it  is  offering  them  a  consideration 
which  we  have  no  power  to  offer ;  it  ifi 
making  them  a  promise  which  we  cannol 
fulfil,  nor  oblige  any  succeeding  session  t< 
fulfil ;  and  I  hope  this  House  will  always 
be  so  careful  of  its  honour,  as  never  tc 
come  to  any  resolution  or  determination 
that  may  bear  the  least  imputation  of  bein^ 
any  way  fraudulent  or  deceitful. 

Kut  suppose.  Sir,  we  had  a  power  to  re^ 
solve  or  determine  what  shall  be  done  bi 
any  future  session,  yet  upon  the  presen 
occasion  we  ought  to  avoid  coming  to  an^ 
suph  resolution  or  deteimination,  as  wha 
is  now  proposed ;  because  it  will  be  looker 
on  as  a  sort  of  threatning.  It  is  a  sort  o 
public  declaration  that  the  nation  shal 
never  be  freed  from  any  of  its  taxes,  ti) 
the  public  creditors  agree  to  accept  of  \ 
per  cent,  fof  the  money  due  to  them,  bu 
that  it  shall  be  freed  from  aome  of  its  moi 
heavy  taxes,  as  soon  as  they  agree  to  ac 
cept  of  that  interest.  By  such  a  declare 
tion,  what  an  unlucky  circumstance  shal 
we  put  all  our  creditors  in !  They  mus 
give  up  a  fourth  part  of  their  revenue 
which  many  of  them  can  very  ill  spar< 
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they  must  accept  of  a  lower  interest  for 
their  money  than  any  other  man  in  the 
kingdom  has,  or  they  must  expose  theni- 
sdres  to  the  malice  and  resentment  of  the 
people  in  general;  for  upon  their  refusal 
every  man  in  the  kingaom  would  look 
upon  them  as  the  cause  of  all  the  taxes  he 
nays,  and  every  unfortunate  man  would 
look  upon  them  as  the  authors  of  his 
misery.  Nor  does  it  signify  any  thing  to 
S3J,  that  those  who  do  not  cliuse  to  accept 
of,  or  cannot  lire  upon  3  per  cent,  for  their 
money,  may  sell  out  and  employ  their 
money  where  they  best  can ;  for  if  many 
of  them  should  resolve  to  sell  out,  it  would 
j>oon  bring  the  price  of  every  one  of  our 
fands  below  par,  and  then  they  would  be 
reduced  to  the  hard  necessity  of  losing  a 
part  of  their  capital,  or  of  taking  such  an 
interest  as  the  public  should  be  pleased  to 
give  them.  Aner  such  a  public  declara- 
tion therefore,  most  of  those  who  are  now 
the  creditors  of  the  public,  must  necessa- 
%  remain  so,  and  if  they  do,  they  must 
either  accept  of  S  per  cent*  or  they  must 
expose  themselves  to  the  malice  and  re- 
.«entment  of  the  whole  nation,  which  is  a 
circumstance  no  wise  man  would  chuse ; 
and  for  this  reason  I  must  look  upon  the 
resolution  proposed,  as  a  sort  of  threaten- 
ing and  frightening  our  creditors  into  the 
accepting  of  3  per  cent,  which  is  a  sort  of 
treatment  I  shall  never,  for  any  considera- 
tion, agree  to. 

Tl]is,  Sir,  is  a  method  of  treating  our 
public  crediitors,  which  I  ht^e  we  shall 
never  have  the  least  occasion  for ;  and  in 
order  to  prevent  the  nation^  being  of  opi- 
nion that  they  can  never  be  freed  from 
taxes,  miless  the  interest  upon  all  our  pub- 
lic funds  be  reduced  to  3  per  cent,  and 
conseauendy  to  prevent  any  public  cre- 
•iitor  from  incurring  the  resentment  of  the 
people  for  refusing  to  accept  of  that  inter- 
eit,  I  must  beg  leave  to  put  you  in  mind, 
that  though  the  interest  or  our  public 
fonds  be  never  reduced  below  what  it  is 
at  present,  yet  if  our  taxes  be  continued, 
and  the  Siiiking-Fund  regularly  applied^ 
the  people  may  be  freed  from  alt  their 
taxes,  except  such  as  are  necessary  for  the 
current  service,  in  about  24  years,  suppo- 
•'^ng  ourdebt3to  be  48  millions,  and  the 
annual  amount  of  the  Sinking-Fund  to  be 
1,300,000/.    And   that  if  it  should  be 
tl^ought  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation  to 
abolfih  some  of  our  heavy  taxes,  before 
our  debtsbe  whoHypaid  off,  we  may  now 
«o  it  without  any  reduction  of  Interest, 
^  yet  leave  a  very  considerable  Sinking- 


Fund  remaining  for  the  payment  of  a  part 
of  our  debts  ye^ly :  Nay,  all  the  advantage 
we  can  expect  by  the  great  reduction  pro- 
posed, is  only  an  addition  of  about  400,000/» 
a^ear  to  the  Sinking-Fund,  and  that  ad* 
dition  we  shall  acquire  in  less  than  8  years, 
without  any  reduction  of  interest,  or 
threatening  our  public  creditors  with  the 
public  resentment ;  so  that  in  less  than  8 
years  time  we  shall  be  in  as  good  a  condi* 
tion  for  abolishing  taxes,  and  may  abolish 
as  many  of  them,  without  any  such  re- 
duction, as  we  can  do  at  present,  supposing 
such  a  reduction  were  already  brought 
about:  FVom  ell  which  I  mast  conclude, 
that,  with  respect  to  the  abolishing  of 
taxes,  it  is  no  matter  of  any  great  moment 
to  the  people,  whether  the  reduction 
takes  place  or  not. 

I  shall  readily  grant,  Sir,  that  the  re- 
ducing of  the  interest  upon  our  funds  from 
4  to  3  per  cent,  would  be  a  considerable 
saving  to  the  public ;  but  to  pretend  diat 
the  abolishing  of  taxes  equal  in  value  to 
that  reduction,  would  be  a  compensation 
to  the  public  creditors  for  the  loss  of  one 
fourth  part  of  their  yearly  revemic>  is  what 
I  am  not  a  little  surprized  at;  for  the 
abolishing  of  the  duties  upon  candles  and 
soap  would  amount  almost  to  the  full  value 
of  what  we  could  save  by  the  reduction ; 
and  to  pretend  that  the  saving  of  1^.  a 
pound  upon  candles,  and  three-ha]Q>ence 
a  pound  upon  soap,  would  be  a  compensa- 
tion to  a  man  who  loses  100^  a  year  or 
more  by  the  reduction,  is  something  very 
extraordmary.  But  suppose  I  should  admit 
that  the  saving  in  oneway  wouldhp  a  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  in  the  other,  that 
compensation  is  what  we  have  no  power 
to  promise,  and  therefore  we  ought  not  to 
propose  it  as  an  inducement  for  any  of  our 
creditors  to  accept  of  3  per  cent,  nor 
ought  we  by  any  resolution  to  give  them 
hopes  of  its  bemg  a  compensation  they 
win  certainly  meet  with;  for  I  am  sure,  in 

Erivate  life,  it  would  not  be  reckoned  very 
onourable  for  a  man  to  promise,  or  so 
much  as  insinuate,  a  reward  or  compensa- 
tion, which  he  had  no  power  to  give ;  and 
as  in  all  our  proceedings  we  have  been,  so 
I  hope  we  always  shall  be  as  jealous  of  our 
honour,  as  any  private  man  can  or  ought 
to  be. 

For  this  reason.  Sir,  we  ought  not  to 
make  any  such  promise,  or  propose  any 
such  compensation,  even  though  the  peo- 
ple without  doors  are  so  far  mistaken 
about  the  power  of  parliament,  as  to  ima- 
gine the  re8oluti(Mi8  of  one  session  wera 
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\Ao&ng  yxpoa  evay  succeeding  searion ; 
but  as  the  oeople  without  doors  are  fully 
apprized  of  the  extent  of  our  pow^r,  as  it 
is  generally  known  without  doors,  as  well 
as  withm,  oiat  no  resolution  of  this  session 
can  lay  an  indispensable  obligation  up<Mi 
any  &ture  session,  therefore  we  caanot 
expect  that  the  resolution  n^ow  proposed, 
or  Bsaj  suc^  resolution,  can  any  way  con- 
tribute to  the  revival  of  our  trade,  the 
success  of  the  scheme  now  before  us,  or 
the  rendering  the  people  better,  or  more 
gaierally  well  afibctea  towards  his  Ma^* 
jjssty  and  his  government,  than  they  are  at 
present.  On  the  contrary,  I  beheve,  it 
would  have  a  quite  contrary  d&ct,  with 
fegard  to  every  one  <^  these  three  pur- 
poses; because  it  would  ^ve  the  people 
without  doors  a  mean  oj^inion  of  our  pro- 
ceedings,  and  the  enemies  to  the  schone 
would  not  fail  to  represent  such  a  resolup- 
tion  in  the  most  ridiculous  light. 

From  hence.  Sir,  I  must  beg  leave  to 
HBk  so  far  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, as  to  think,  that  no  gentleman,  who 
is  a  real  friend  tsy  our  trade,  or  to  the 
Scheme,  or  to  his  Majesty  and  his  govern- 
ment, will  be  for  agreemg  to  the  resolu- 
timi  proposed.    I  am  sure,  if  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman  viewed  it  in  the  same  light 
I  do,  he  would  never  have  offered  it  to 
die  House ;  and  I  must  say,  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  think,  that  neither  of  the  ends 
proposed  stands  in  need  of  any  such  reso- 
iutionl    Our  trade  is  now,.  I  l>elieve,  in  as 
flourishing  a  condition  as  ever  it  was; 
therefore  though  it  might  perhaps  be  in- 
creased by  an  actual  discharge  from  some 
of  our  taxes,  yet  it  could  not  be  said  to 
be  revived  even  by  the  discharge  itself, 
•nd  much  less  by  an  insignificant  resolution 
fior  that  purpose.    Then  as  to  the  success 
of  the  Scheme,  if  the  natural  interest  of 
money  upon  public  securities  be  at  three 
per  cent  it  will  take  effect  of  itself,  with- 
out any  such  resolution ;  and  if  the  natu- 
ral interest  of  money  be  at  four,  I  am  con- 
vinced no  gentleman  of  this  House  would 
desire  to  make  use  of  threats,  or  empty 
promises,  in  order  to  induce  the  public 
creditors  to  accept  of  three.    And  lastly, 
as  to  the  a&ctions  of  the  people  toward 
his  Majesty  and  his  government,  I  hope 
they  are  already  so  well  and  so  generaUy 
established  by  the  wisdom  and  justice  of 
his  Majesty's  conduct,  that  they  stand  in 
n6  need  of  a  simport  from  any  reBolution 
of  parliament    I  am  sure  every  gentle- 
man of  this  House  would  be  sorry  to  think 
they  depend  upon  such  a  precarious 
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fbundation  as  the  resolution  now  before  us, 
which  may  be  rendered  abortive,  not  only 
by  the  disappointment  of  the  Scheme,  but 
by  the  next  session's  not  being  of  the  same 
opinion  with  the  present. 

I  shall  condude.  Sir,  with  observing^ 
that  gentlemen  are  generally  too  fond  of 
their  own  schemes.    Our  schemes  are  like 
our  children;   we  often  conceive  much 
greater  and  more  certain  hopes  of  their 
success,  than  can  reasonably  be  expected. 
For  my  part,  as  the  Scheme  is  none  of 
mine,  as  I  had  no  share  in  its  conception, 
I  am  so  &r  from  being  certain  of  its  suc- 
cess, that  I  am  not  a  little  su^icious  of 
our  meeting  with  a  disappomtment ;  there- 
fore,  I  must  think  our  agreeing  to  the  re- 
solution now  before  us,  would  oe  a  sort  of 
reckoning  without  one's  host     I  must 
think  it  will  be  time  enough  for  us  to  come 
to  a  resolution  to  abolish  some  of  our 
taxes,  when  we  see  the  Scheme  has  taken 
effect ;  for  if  we  should  npw  come  to  suph 
a  previous  resolution,  and  the  Scheme 
should  afterwards  prove  altogether  abor- 
tive, the  whole  world  would  bugh  at  our 
precipitancy ;  for  which  reason  I  shall  give 
my  negative  to  the  question. 

The  Reply  was  to  the  effisct  as  follows  • 

Sir ;  I  am  a  good  deal  surprised  to  hear 
it  said,  that  no  proofs  or  arguments  have 
been  offered  for  shewing  that  the  taxes 
in  this  kingdom  are   more  burdensome 
iwon  trade,  and  more  inconvenient  for 
the  merchant  and  dealer,  than  in  any  of 
our  neighbouring  countries.    This,  I  say, 
I  am  a  good  deal  surprised  at,  considering 
how  many  clear  proo&  and  solid  argu- 
ments were  laid  betore  us  in  the  committee 
on  the  national  debt,  for  evincing  a  me- 
lancholy &ct;  which  happened  so  lately, 
that  I  am  sure  they  cannot  have  slipt  out 
of  any  gentleman's  memory,  and  therefore 
I  ^all  not  give  you  the  trouble  of  repeat- 
ing them.    But  1  cannot  comprehend  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  means  by  ex- 
cises in  Holland  or  France,  for  I  never 
heard  of  a  ganger  or  exciseman  in  either 
of  those  countnes;  and  upon  enquiry  I 
believe,  it  will  uppear,  that  none  of  their 
taxes  are  levied  m  that  manner.    As  for 
the  farmers  in  France,  I  do  not  see  how 
they  can  set  up  any  monopoly ;  because 
they  are  often  changing;    and  as  every 
dealer  knows  what  duty  he  is  to  pay  upon 
any  commodity  he  has  a  mind  to  deal  in, 
the  &rmers  can  hinder  no  man  from  deal- 
ing in  what  he  pleases,  and  consequently 
can  set  up  no  oppressive  moaopoty;  be- 
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sides, » tbe  farmens  are  always  thej  nrlio 
oifertfae  most  money,  they  cannot  always 
be  dtiier  ministen  or  the  creatut^  of 
mioken,  and  tiierefore  would  certainly 
be  oiled  to  account  if  they  should  con- 
cert measures  for  oppressing  the  people. 

Our  trsrellers.  Sir,  who  make  but  veiy 
taperficial  enquiries  into  the  manners  or 
costoms  of  any  country  th^  pass  through, 
may  perhaps  imagine  the  i>eople  in  France 
orboQand  are  more  heavily,  or  more  op* 
Dresshrely  taxed,  than  the  people  dl  this 
En^om,  because  th^  hear  the  people 
coiq)lain  there  as  wd  as  they  do  here ; 
bat  any  gentleman  who  understands  these 
thingSy'and  has  made  a  proper  enquiry, 
nav  soon  be  convinced  of  Ae  contrary ; 
and  as  for  the  other  countries  of  Europe, 
L^ThaTe  not,  it  is  true,  such  numbers  of 
nch  merchants,  masters  of  manufiictures, 
lid  master  tradesmen  as  we  have  in  this 
coimtiT,  which  is  the  reason  that  many  of 
tbdr  poor  live  in  idleness,  or  starve  for 
mere  wwt,  because  there  are  few  or  no 
rich  merchants  or  masters  in  die  country, 
t|iat  hare  maner  to  employ  them ;  but  m 
bi  coontdes,  wliere  the  poor  have  any 
tnipioyment,  they  are  pretty  near  Equally 
poor;  they  neither  get  nor  expect  more 
^  a  comfortable  subsbtence  by  their 
'ixMir,  and  if  you  enhance  the  means  of 
tbt  subfistence,  by  taxes  upon  the  neces- 
enes  or  conveniences  of  life,  their  mas- 
ters must  increase  their  wages ;  so  that 
3ii  taxes  fall  at  last  upon  the  masters, 
foreip  or  domestic,  wno  must  pay  for 
'^  increase  of  wages  in  the  price  of 
pods  they  purchase ;  out  the  difierence  is, 
^  a  tax  laid  directly  upon  the  master, 
»Jy  prevents  his  growmg  rich  so  fast,  or 
B^  him  live  less  luxuriously,  but  does 
lot  enhance  the  price  of  your  manufac- 
toies;  whereas  a  tax  laid  upon  those  things 
^are  necessary  for  the  support  of  the 
poor,  enhances  the  price  of  labour,  and 
conseqnentlyrMses  the  price  ofallTourma- 
Au&cbires  both  for  domestic  ana  foreign 
^  which  at  last  ruins  your  tra&. 
^erefore,  if  the  poor  of  this  kingdom  be 
ttwe  heavily  taxed  Aan  the  poor  in  any 
^  country  of  Europe,  it  is  what  ought 
^  be  remedied  as  soon  as  possible ;  it  is 
*aat  win  give  that  country  a  great  advan- 
^over  us  if  they  should  ever  beg^  to 
^Pty  themselves  to  trade,  which  every 
^omitry  of  Europe  19  now  aiming  at  a^ 
""«*««  they  can. 

^  for  the  city  of  London,  Sir,  it  is  in- 
7^  the  centre  of  all  business  in  our 
1^1  therefore,  it  may  be  caHed  the 
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heart  of  etif  trade ;  and  I  an  sore,  if  out 
trade  has  an  oppression  at  the  heart,  it 
cannot  be  expected  |,it  will  thrive  in  any 
part  of  tiie  body.  I  am  far  from  tbxnkin|[^ 
It  a  good  reason,  why  the  inhabitants  5[ 
London,  and  within  tne  bills  of  mortalxty^ 
should  be  taxed  more  heavily  dian  any 
other  part  of  the  kin^om,  because  they 
can  bear  it ;  for  I  thmk.  no  part  of  the 
kingdom  should  be  taxed,  at  least  in  tim^ 
of  peace,  near  so  heavily  as  they  can  hear. 
As  we  have  in  London  great  numbers  of 
idle  and  extravagant  people  every  year 
crowding  in  upon  us  from  aH  parts  of  tiie 
country,  for  tne  sake  of  busmess,  prefer- 
ment, or  pleasure,  this  concourse  must 
neceasarilv  enhance  the  price  of  provisions 
upon  the  laborious  and  industrious,  which 
is  a  disadvantage  at  leat  equal  to  any  ad- 
vantage tiiey  may  reap  from  their  cityls 
being  the  metropolis  of  the  kingdom,  and 
die  centre  of  all  trade  and  public  business : 
But  if  it  should  be  thought  proper  to  lay 
heavier  taxes  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Lon- 
don and  within  the  bills  of  mortality,  diose 
additional  taxes  ought  to  be  laid  upon  the 
luxuries  and  pleasures  of  life,  and  not 
upon  the  fboo  and  raiment  of  the  poor^ 
such  as  leather,  salt^  and  common  beer ; 
nor  upon  those  things  that  are  necessaiyfor 
workmg  up  every  sort  of  manufacture, 
such  as  coals,  soc^,  and  candles. 

t  am  sorry.  Sir,  to  hear  it  said  In  this 
House,  that  our  people  are  more  idle  and 
extravagant  than  the  people  of  any  neigh- 
bouring country;  and  I  am  stdl  more 
sorry  to  say,  that  I  am  afraid  there  is  too 
much  ground  for  sudh  a  national  reflec- 
tion ;  but  that  very  idleness  and  extrava- 
gance has  been  introduced  amone  our  peo- 
ple by  the  multitude  of  taxes  ^ey  groan 
under ;  for  the  levying  of  those  taxes  baa 
created  such  a  great  nunAer  of  small  posts 
and  idle  empIo3rments,  that  vast  numbers 
(^  our  tradesmen  and  dealera  spend  their 
time  idly  and  extravagantly,  in  hopes  of 
obtunmg  one  of  these  posts  or  employ- 
ments ;  and  our  people  every  day  see  such 
niunbers  of  idle  and  extravagant  fellowa 
well  provided  for,  by  means  of  these  posts 
and  emplayments,  tnat  the  spirit  of  idlenesa 
and  extravi^ance  becomes  every  day  more 
universal ;  for  as  such  fellows  are  generelhr 
what  we,  in  imiution  of  the  French,  caffl 
boon  companions,  they  are  mighty  useful 
men  in  those  afimrs,  which  most  certainly 
entitle  a  man  to  a  post  or  employment ;  so 
that  afler  they  have  ruined  tnemselves  by 
their  idleness  and  extravagance,  thenr 
neighbours  s^e  thfm  better  provided  fcff 
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and  enabled  to  live  more  handsomely,  t^an 
ever  diey  did  before,  or  could  ever  expect 
to  live  by  honest  industry  or  useful  labour : 
Tills  encourages  hundreds  to  foUow  their 
example,  and  makes  the  distemper  spread 
like  a  pWue  over  the  whole  kingdom; 
whereas,  it  beggary  and  starving  were  the 
certain  consequences  of  idleness  and  ex- 
travagance, every  such  fellow  would  be  an 
example  and  a  terror  to  his  neighbours, 
which  would  frighten  most  of  them  from  fol- 
lowing any  such  courses.  Perhaps,  Sir,  some 
gentleman  that  hears  me,  may  look  upon 
this  as  an  ill  grounded  speculation ;  but  in 
confirmation  of  what  I  say,  if  I  am  rightly 
informed,  there  is  now  a  little  borough  in 
a  northern  county,  not  very  far  distant 
from  London,  in  which  I  am  told,  there  is 
hardly  one  thriving  merchant,  tradesman, 
or  shopkeeper,  to  be  met  with;  for  so 
many  of  them  have  already  been  provided 
for  by  means  of  some  public  post  or  em- 
ployment, that  all  the  rest  expect  the  same 
good  fortune,  and  every  one,  oy  living  idly 
or  extravagantly,  spends  more  Uian  he  gets 
b^  his  business,  in  hopes  of  being  soon  pro- 
vided for  in  another  way. 

Thus,  Sir,  we  see  tliat,  with  respect  to 
our  trade,  our  taxes  are  like  a  two  edged 
aword,  they  cut  both  ways,  they  not  only 
enhance  the  price  of  labour,  but  they  di- 
minish the  number  of  our  labourers ;  and 
when  we  see  this,  supposing  the  taxes  in 
this  kingdom  to  be  no  more  burdensome 
upon  trade,  nor  the  methods  of  raising 
them  more  inconvenient  for  the  merchant 
and  dealer,  than  tKe  taxes  in  any  other 
country  of  Europe,  can  we  make  it  a  ques- 
tion, whether  or  no  we  ou^ht  to  take  the 
first  opportimity  for  abolishing  some  of 
them?  but  when  it  has  been  made  appear, 
as  it  was,  I  think  to  a  demonstration, 
in  the  committee,  whose  report  we  have 
just  now  agreed  to,  that  our  taxes,  and 
jOur  metho£  of  r^ing  our  taxes,  are  more 
burdens<Hne  upon  trade,  and  more  incon- 
venient to  the  merchant  and  dealer,  than 
eidier  in  France  or  Holland,  ought  we  not 
to  think  and  contrive  all  possiUe  or  fea- 
sible methods  for  removing  that  clog  upon 
our  trade,  and  for  putting  our  people  upon 
an  equal  footing  at  least  with  any  of  our 
neighbours,  especially  with  those  who  are 
our  greatest  rivals  in  trade  and  naval 
power  ?  The  question  is  not  now,  whether 
,we  shall  remain  under  one  tax  of  100,000^ 
a  year  for  40  years,  or  under  two  taxes  of 
100,000/.  a  year  each,  for  20  years  ?  The 
question  is.  Whether  we  shall  preserve  our 
^«deorno?  If  we  continue  under  the  two 


taxes,  our  trade  will  be  ruined  before  th< 
20  j^ears  are  near  expired ;  which  will  di 
mimsh  the  produce  oi  each,  and  may  per 
haps  render  it  impossible  for  us  ever  tc 
get  free  of  either :  If  we  abolish  one,  wc 
must,  it  is  true,  continue  longer  under  tlu 
other;  but  then  we  shall  preserve  oui 
trade,  perhaps  improve  it,  which  may  mak< 
the  produce  of  that  one  equal  perhaps  u 
the  present  produce  of  the  two ;  in  whici 
case  we  shaA  get  free  from  that  one,  per 
haps  as  soon  as  if  we  had  continued  undei 
both.  This,  Sir,  is  the  diflFerence,  this  i 
the  question,  and  thi^  question  can  admi 
of  no  dispute.  If  our  people  continui 
subject  to  all  the  taxes  they  now  pa^*^  foi 
24  years  to  come,  our  trade  will  ccrtainli 
be  undone,  and  what  is  worse,  the  greates 
part  of  it  will  be  trausferred  to  our  natura 
enemies,  which  will  add  to  their  power  ai 
the  same  time  it  diminishes  ours;  whereas 
if  we  abolish  a  creat  part  of  our  taxes,  oi 
the  heaviest  of  them,  we  shall  preserve  qui 
trade,  and  may  get  ^ee  of  our  debts  mucl 
sooner :  for  if  we  should  lose  our  trade,  w< 
could  never  get  free  of  our  debts,  ii 
would  become  impossible  for  us  to  pa} 
them.  Therefore,  I  hope  it  will  never  be 
made  a  question  in  this  House,  Whcthei 
or  no  we  shall  abolish  some  of  our  heaviest 
taxes,  as  soon  as  the  interest  upon  all  oui 
redeemable  funds  is  reduced  to  8  per  cent- 
If  this.  Sir,  can  never  be  made  a  ques< 
tion,  what  harm  is  there  in  our  coming  to  t 
resolution,  that  that  shall  be  done,  mIhcI 
every  man  agrees  ought  to  be  done  ?  That 
one  session  may  engage  for  another,  is  i 
maxim  which  I  am  surprized  to  hear  con- 
troverted by  those,  who  have  so  often  pro^ 
posed  to  and  prevailed  with,  one  session  tc 
engage  for  another.  What  are  all  oui 
Votes  of  Credit  but  one  session's  engaging 
for  another?  And  I  am  sure  there  wa^ 
never  one  of  them  that  could  be  called  s( 
just  or  so  necessary  an  engagement,  aj 
what  is  now  proposed.  I  know.  Sir,  thai 
one  parliament  cannot  by  any  resolution 
no  not  even  by  act  of  parliament,  legally 
bind  another ;  for  no  act  can  be  passed  b} 
one  parliament,  but  what  may  be  repcalec 
by  another ;  at  least  no  man  can  legally 
question  their  power:  but  will  any  tnai 
say,  that  a  future  parliament  may  not  ir 
justice  and  honour  be  bound  by  a  former  i 
Does  not  the  security  our  public  creditors 
have  for  their  respective  debts  depend  upoi 
this  maxim  only?  We  must  therefore 
grant,  that  the  acts  or  resolutions  of  an} 
one  session,  by  which  foreign  states,  a 
private  men,  natives  or  foreigners,  are  in 
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duced  io  lend  moDey,  or  conclude  any 
transaction,  to  cir  with  our  government, 
are  in  jostice  and  honour  binding  upon 
erery  future  session ;  and  that  no  future 
parliament  can  repeal  such  acts,  or  do  any 
thing  contranr  to  such  resolutions,  so  as  to 
injure  any  of  the  parties  contractinc;  upon 
the  authority  of  those  acts  or  resolutions. 
From  such  engagements  nothing  can  set 
IS  &ee  but  that  supreme  law,  Uie  safety 
oftbe  people.  For  this  ver^r  reason,  I  am 
for  agreeme  to  the  resolution  now  pro- 
posed, in  order  that  we  may  bind  future 
parliaments  as  much  as  we  can,  and  in  a 
naDoer  oblige  them  to  abolish  some  of  our 
taxes,  as  soon  as  the  interest  upon  all  our 
fiindsis  reduced  to  3  per  cent,  by  making 
it  appear  upon  our  Journals,  that  the  abo- 
Uung  some  of  our  ^es  was  the  condition 
QpoD  which  our  creditors  agreed,  and  the 
cofl&deration  which  induced  them  to  agree 
to  accept  of  S  per  cent,  interest. 

Has  any  man  pretended.  Sir,  that  the 
adraatage  arising  firom  abolishing  our  taxes 
upooso^)  and  candles,  or  any  other  com- 
modity, win  be  a  full  recompence  to  every 
one  of  our  creditors  for  the  loss  he  may 
sustain  by  the  reducUoni  of  interest  ?  No, 
Sr;  DO  such  pretence  has  been  set  up  by 
snj  ^tlemen  within  these  walls :  the 
pRDCipal  recompence  our  creditors  are  to 
exoect,  arises  trom  the  advantage  which 
m  accrue  frofn  such  an  abolition  to  the 
generafity  of  the  nation ;  and  to  every  one 
of  them  w^o  has  an^  regard  for  his  coun- 
try, this  will  of  itself  appear  to  be  a  full  re- 
compence. But  to  iaik  in  the  most  selfish 
tnd  most  mercenary  manner,  the  abolish* 
Qg  of  the  duties  upon  soap  and  candles 
only,  win  be  a  full,  or  very  near  a  full  com- 
oeosation  to  all  our  public  creditors  who 
W  obt  above  I,0O0ii«  stock,  and  have  fk- 
nuTia  to  maintain  or  provide  for ;  because 
tbe  duties  upon  soap  and  candles  have 
raised  their  price  at  least  double  the  value 
of  the  duties;  therefore  the  taking  off  of 
^066  duties  will  be  a  saving  of  2<f.  a  pound 
upon  candles,  and  S^.  a  pound  upon  soap 
(or  every  pound  a  man  buys,  or  that  is 
fought  for  nis  account ;  which  will  not  only 
De  ah  immediate  saving  in  the  expenca 
of  his  fiunily,  bu£  will  diminish  the  price 
^almost  every  thing  he  is  obliged  to  pur- 
Y^  for  the  use  of  Ks  femily.  Our  stock- 
Mdere  therefore  who  have  but  1,0001. 
jr  under,  uidbave  families  to  maintain,  can 
^nplosersby  the  the  reduction  of  interest 
van  the  taxes  mentioned  in  the  former 
oebate  should  be  taken  off ;  and  such  stock- 
holders are,  I  ullnk.  tho  only  persona  who 


have  or  deserve  any  share  of  our  compas- 
sion. 

As  for  the  argmnent  made  use  of  against 
the  Resolution,  That  it  will  appear  to  be 
fraudulent  or  deceitful,  I  think,  Sir,  I  have 
already  fully  answered  it,  by  shewing  we 
have  a  power  to  promise  such  a  compen- 
sation or  consideration,  and  that  future  par- 
liaments will  be  bound  in  honour  and  jus- 
tice to  make  ^ood  that  promise ;  and  to 
pretend,  that  tne  resolution  implies  a  sort 
of  threatening  the  public  creditors  with 
national  resentment,  is  an  argument  that, 
in  mjr  way  of  thinking,  can  proceed  from 
nothmg  but  a  roost  contemptible  opinion 
of  the  knowledge  and  unaerstandmg  of 
most  men  in  the  nation.  Does  not  every 
man  of  common  understanding  know,  that 
the  ^eatest  part  of  the  taxes  he  pays,  ex- 
cepting the  land  and  malt  tax,  goes  to- 
wards the  payment  of  the  principal  or  in- 
terest of  our  debts  ?  and  can  any  such  man 
suppose,  that  he  will  get  free  from  any  part 
of  those  taxes  till  we  get  free  of  a  great  part 
of  that  debt,  or  at  least  of  some  part  of^the 
interest  payable  upon  that  debt  ?  The  re- 
solution therefore  can  bring  no  resentment 
upon  our  public  creditors,  because  it  com- 
municates nothing  to  the  people  but  what 
they  were  before  fully  apprized  of.  We 
may,  it  is  true,  annihilate  the  whole  Sink- 
ing-Fund, if  we  please,  by  abolishing  several 
of  our  taxes,  and  remam  subject  for  ever 
to  the  same  debt  we  now  owe,  and  the 
same  interest  we  now  pay ;  but  will  any 
gentleman  say  we  ought  to  do  so,  or  that 
It  is  consistent  with  the  public  good  to  do 
so  ?  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  so  far  otherwise, 
Uiat  I  should  not  oe  for  annihilating  any 
part  of  our  Sinking-Fund,  or  abolishing 
fuiy  of  our  taxes,  befpre  a  total  discharge 
from  our  debts,  if  the  present  unlucky  cir- 
cumstances of  our  trade  did  not  necessa- 
rily require  it ;  because  every  shilling  paid 
for  interest  is  so  much  absolutely  lost  to 
the  nation,  being  a  sort  of  expence  from 
which  the  nation  never  did,  nor  ever  can 
reap  any  benefit ;  but  as  this  loss  will  not 
be  so  enevous  to  the  nation,  when  the  in- 
terest is  reduced  to  3  per  cent,  as  wheii  it 
stands  at  4,  therefore  we  may  then,  for  the 
sake  of  our  trade,  annihilate  a  part  of  the 
Sinking-Fund,  though  we  cannot  in  com- 
mon prudence^  even  for  the  sake  of  our 
trade,  do  any  such  thing,  while  the  interest 
continue*  at  4  per  cent*-— But  suppose.  Sir, 
it  were  consistent  widi  the  pubhc  good,  to 
abolish  some  of  our  taxes,  and  thereby  anni- 
hilate a  part  of  the  Sinking-Rind,  before 
the  reduction  of  interest,  it  is  certain  w« 
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<iould  not  then  for  several  years  be  in  so 
good  a  condition  for  reducing  the  interest 
payable  upon  our  public  Funds,  as  we  are 
at  pree^ent ;  which  is  a  strong  additional 
arginnent  for  not  attempting  any  such 
thing  till  that  interest  be  reduced  ;  and  it 
is  likewise  certadn,  we  cannot  now  reduce 
so  many  of  our  taxes,  and  leave  so  large  a 
Sinking-Fund  remaining,  as  we  might  do, 
if  the  interest  upon  our  funds  were  reduced 
to  3  per  cent.  In  the  former  case,  if  we 
should  abolish  the  duties  upon  soap  and 
candles  only,  weshould  reduce  the  Sinking- 
Fund  to  800,000/.  per  annum,  whereas  in 
the  latter,  we  may  abolish  not  only  the  du- 
ties upon  soap  and  candles,  but  likewise  the 
duties  on  coals,  the  duty  on  leather  or 
hides,  and  the  late  tax  on  the  victuallers  in 
London  and  within  the  bills  of  mortality, 
and  yet  leave  very  near  the  same  yearly 
sum  remaining  for  tlie  Sinking-Fund. 

Thus,  Sir,  we^see  there  is  a  very  material 
difference  between  what  ho  may  do  as  in- 
terest stands  at  present,  and  what  we  might 
do  if  interest  were  reduced  to  3  per  cent, 
but  to  say  we  ^all  be  in  as  good  a  condi- 
tion 8  years  hence  to  abolish  some  of  our 
taxes,  though  interest  should  stand  for  all 
that  time  at  4  per  cent,  as  we  should  be  at 
present  if  it  were  reduced  to  3,  is  some- 
thing very  extraordinary.  Surely,  gentle- 
men who  talk  80,  do  not  consider,  what  a 
vast  sum  the  people  of  tliis  nation  would 
save  in  8  years  time,  by  the  immediate 
abolishing  of  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
800,000/.  a  year.  In  the  former  debate, 
it  was  computed,  that  the  gross  produce  of 
our  taxes,  which  is  the  sum  raised  yearly 
upon  the  people,  is  near  double  the  net 
produce  coming  into  the  excheouer ;  and 
the  accounts  lying  upon  our  table  will  jus- 
tify this  computation:  then  to  this  if  we 
add  the  loss  people  are  at,  by  the  advanced 
price  of  the  commodity,  upon  which  the 
Quty  is  laid,  which,  with  respect  to  small 
duties,  is  in  many  cases  near  double  the 
duty ;  I  am  sure  I  may  reckon  that,  by  the 
abolishing  of  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
800,000/.  a  year,  the  people  of  this  nation 
v^ill  save  in  their  yearly  expence  at  least 
1,200,000/.  a  year;  and  an  annuity  of 
1,200,000/.  a  year  for  '8  years,  at  4  per 
c^nt,  compound  interest,  amounts  to  above 
eleven  millions,  which  is  a  saving,  I  think, 
deserves  to  be  regarded  by  every  gentle- 
man who  has  a  sense  of  the  sufferings  of 
the  people.  Besides  this  advantage  wnich 
the  people  will  reap  by  an  immediate  re- 
duction of  interest  and  abolition  of  taxes, 
it  is  more  than  probable  our  taxes  will 
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not  produce  so  mueh  yearly  at  the  end  of 
8  years,  as  they  do  tit  present,  if  things 
should  remain  for  that  whole  time  upon 
the  present  footing ;  because,  if  our  trade 
be  upon  the  decline,  the  people  will  not 
only  be  decreasing  in  their  number,  but 
will  be  every  year  growing  poorer :  in 
eithef  of  which  cases  there  will  not  be  such 
a  consumpt.  of  those  commodities  upon 
which  the  taxes  are  raised,  which  must 
necessarily  diminish  the  produce  of  each 
of  them;  and  if  at  the  same  time,  we 
should*  then  be  engaged  in  a  war,  the  year- 
ly produce  of  the  Sinking-Fund  may  hap- 
pen to  be  worth  little  or  nothing ;  in  which 
case,  we  shall  then  be  in  no  condition  either 
to  reduce  the  interest  payable  upon  our 
public  funds,  or  to  abolish  any  of  our 
taxes. 

From  what  I  have  said,  Sir,  it  will  ap- 
pear, that  if  the  people  continue  under  all 
their  present  taxes  for  any  number  of  years 
longer,  it  is  probable  they  must  continue 
under  them  for  ever,  or  at  least  as  long  as 
they  are  able  to  pay  them,  and  if  that 
should  be  their  unhappy  fate,  we  may  ex- 
pect they  will  not  only  shew  a  resentment, 
but  that  it  will  at  last  break  forth  into 
rage.  However,  it  is  evident  that  neither 
their  resentment  nor  their  rage  will  be 
Owing  to  this  resolution,  but  to  the  injuries 
dnd  oppressions  they  feel ;  and  if  the  pub- 
lic creditors  are  entirely  passive,  if  they 
are  not  active  in  concerting  measures,  as 
has  been  threatened,  for  preventing  the 
good  ef&cts  of  the  scheme  we  have  a^eed 
to,  the  resentment  of  the  people  wdl  be 
no  way  directed  agmnst  the  creditors,  but 
against  those  who  shall  be  found  to  have 
misapplied  that  fund,  which  was  appointed 
for  paying  them  off,  and  for  rclievmg  the 
nation  from  taxes.  The  consequences 
may,  indeed,  be  fatal  to  the  nublic*  credi- 
tors, with  regard  to  the  debt  due  to  them ; 
because,  if  the  nation  should  by  such 
means  be  brought  into  confusion,  that  ton- 
fusion  may  prevent  its  being  ever  in  our 
power  to  pay  them  any  part  ot  their  remain- 
mg  principal  or  future  interest ;  but  that 
loss  will  anse  not  from  the  scheme  we  have 
agreed  to,  nor  from  the  resolution  proposed, 
butfrom  tibe  bad  success  of  both ;  and  this  I 
hope  every  one  of  the  public  creditors  will 
take  particular  notice  of,  and  will  therefore 
join  heartily  in  promoting  the  success  of 
the  ScKeme, instead  of  concertingmeasures 
for  its  defeat. 

As  all  the  arguments  made  use  of  for 
shewing  that  the  resolution  now  proposed, 
can  neither  contribute  to  the  revival  or 
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iuppait  of  our  trade,  call  it  which  you  will, 
-nor  to  the  success  of  the  Scheme,  nor  to 
reconciliog^  or  preserving  the  affections  of 
the  people  towards  his  Majesty  and  his 
go?emment ;  I  say,  as  all  the  arguments 
made  use  of  for  this  purpose  depend  upon 
its  not  hems  in  our  power  to  engage  for, 
or  bind  any  futur^  parliament,  I  have  full^ 
ansvered  mem  already^  by  shewing  that  it 
k  in  our  power  to  bmd  a  future  parlia- 
ment, to  the  abolishing  of  taxes,  as  much 
as  it  is  in  our  power  to  bind  them  to  the 
paying  of  a  debt ;  and  as  the  abolishinff  of 
some  of  our  heavy  taxes  is  really  in  itself  a 
Taluable  consideration,  and  sufficient  for 
inducing  our  creditors  to  come  into  the 
sdieme,  I  think  we  ought  to  agree  to  the 
resolution,  on  purpose  that  the  world  may 
see,  that  a  future  parliament  cannot  in 
bonour  and  justice  refuse  to  abolish  some 
of  the  taxes,  as  soon  as  the  interest  is  re- 
duced to  3  per  cent,  because  it  would  be  a 
de&auding  the  public  creditors  of  the  con- 
sideration which  was  promised  them,  and 
iriuch  was  the  principal  inducement  for 
their  agreeing  so  unanimously  to  accept  of 
3  per  cent,  for  their  money. 

With  respect  to  the  Scheme  itself.  Sir, 
it  signifies  nothing  to  me  who  was  the  au- 
thor of  it;  butifthehon.  gentleman  had 
no  share  in  its  conception,  1  am  sure  he 
or  sone  of  his  friends  have  added'  a  very 
considerable  limb  to  it,  and  such  a  limb 
too,  that  if  any  miscarriage  happens,  it 
vill  certunly  be  owing  to  that  limo  which 
they  have  added.  If  they  had  proposed 
no  improvement  or  addition,  if  they  had 
not  in  some  measure  obliged  gentlemen  to 
spee  to  what  they  proposed,  I  am  con- 
vinced the  Scheme  as  it  was  ffirst  offered 
Tould  have  had  the  wished  for  success ; 
2nd  if  they  thmk  that  what  they  have 
sdded  will  render  it  abortive  they  are  in 
the  right  to  disown  their  being  the  authors 
of  the  Scheme ;  but  that  will  not  prevent , 
peoole's  imputing  to  them  the  whole  blame 
of  the  miscarriage.  However,  as  I  think 
the  Scheme,  even  as  it  stands  now,  may 
°^  with  success,  and  as  I  think  the  reso- 
lution now  proposed  to  us  will  very  much 
^ntnliute  to  that  success,  therefore  I 
shall  he  for  agreeing  to  it. 

The  ddiate  being  over,  the  question  was 
put  upon  the  motion,  and  carried  in  the 
negatrre  by  200  to  14-2.  The  princioal 
^eakers  in  this  debate  were,  sir  Jonn 
wiard,  Mr.  Lyttleton,  Mr.  Sandys,  Mr. 
^ennan  Perry,  Mr.  Pulteney,  and  Mr. 
9?'?^  Speke,  for  the  motion ;  and  Mr. 
WinnmgtoD,  tfie  lord.  Baltimore,   Mr. 


Plumer,  and  sir  Robert  Walpole  against 
it. 

April  22.  Sir  John  Barnard  present* 
ed  to  the  House,  according  to  order, 
a  Bill  "  For  redeeming  all  the  public 
funds  redeemable  by  law,  which  carry 
an  interest  of  4/.  per  cent,  per  annum,  or 
converting  of  the  same,  with  consent  of  the 
proprietors,  into  a  less  Interest  of  Annuity, 
not  redeemable  till  ader  the  time  therem 
to  be  mentioned ;"  which  was  read  a  first 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

April  29.  The  said  Bill  was  read  a  scr 
cond  time;  and  a  motion  being  made  for 
committing  it,  the  same  was  opposed,  upon 
which  there  ensued  a  long  debate.  In 
this  debate,  all  the  Arguments  for  and 
against  the  Reduction  were  repeated  and 
enforced ;  but  as  we  have  already  given  a 
fuU  account  of  most  of  them,  we  shall  add 
nothing  more  upon  that  Bubject.  The 
other  part  of  the  debate  related  chiefly  to 
some  informalities  and  imperfections  which 
were  pretended  to  be  found  in  the  Bill,  by 
diose  who  were  against  its  being  com- 
mitted ;  because  they  said  they  were  such 
as  could  not  be  properly  altered  or  amend- 
ed in  the  Committee.  On  the  otlier  hand, 
those  who  were  for  committing  tlie  Bill, 
insisted,  there  were  no  informalities  or 
imperfections  in  it,  but  what  might  easily 
be  altered  or  amended  in  die  Committee, 
with  ^  the  assistance  of  those  gentlemen 
concerned  in  the  Treasury,  who  were  to  be 
supposed  best  acquaintea  with  the  method 
of  arawing  up  such  3ills,  and  who,  it  was 
to  be  presumed,  would  give  their  assistance 
to  the  Committee,  though  they  had  refused 
to  give  any  assistance  or  advice  to  those 
gentlemen  who  were  ordered  to  draw  it  up. 
Upon  this  occasion 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  spoke  to  the  follow- 
ing effect  :• 

"  I  know.  Sir,  it  has  been  asserted  with- 
out doors,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  first  mentioned  this  Scheme  to  the 
House,  had  several  private  conversationa 
with  me  upon  the  subiect,  and  that  we  had 
concerted  and  settlea  the  Scheme  between 
us,  before  he  offered  it  to  the  House ;  but 
I  shall  declare,  that  he  and  I  had  never  any 
private  conversation  upon  the  subject,  nor 
had  we  eyer  any  concert  about  this  Scheme 
or  any  other  Scheme  I  know  of;  there- 
foresf  I  can  with  great  confidence  affirm,  I 

*  "  The  subttance  of  this  Speech  is  token 
from  Parliamentary  Minutes  in  the  band- writ* 
ing  of  sir  Robert  Walpole.*'     Coxe's  Walpole 
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had  never  aov  hand  in  this  Sqhemej  either 
in  its  original  formation,  or  in  any  shape  it 
has  sin^^ appeared  in:" — He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  review  his  own  conduct  dutipg 
its  progresss;  acknowledged  that  he  had 
acquiesced  in  the  comroittee,  but  that  on 
the  first  reading,  feeling  some  doubts  on 
the  propriety  of  the  measure,  he  had  de^ 
fiirea  time  to  weigh  maturely  its  beneficial 
egaiust  its  evil  consequences.  But  what- 
ever doubts,  he  continued,  I  might  then 
entertain,  deliberate  reflection  has  re- 
moved them,  and  convinced  me  of  its  in- 
efficiency. 

The  measure  is  founded  on  plausible  as- 
sumptions, that  it  is  better  to  pay  three 
than  four  per  cent,  and  that  it  is  desirable 
to  discha^e  the  debt  of  the  nation.  These 
positions  are  undoubtedly  true,  but  the 
question  is,  whether  the  method  proposed 
to  effect  them  is  just  and  adequate?  We 
must  take  care  not  to  confound  public  ne- 
cessity with  public  utilit}%  Public  utili^ 
difiers  essentially  firom  profit  or  benent 
gained  to  the  public;  for  when  profit  ac- 
crues to  the  publfc,  at  the  expence  of 
many  individuals,  it  loses  all  daim  to  con- 
sideration under  the  title  of  public  utility. 
This  House,  in  carefully  attending  to  their 
duty,  as  guardians  of  the  national  piurse, 
must  not  forget  that  they  are  trustees  for 
the  creditors.  We  must  not  assume  a 
right  to  prejudice  the  publid  creditors,  or 
to  convert  the  right  or  reden^)tion  which 
we  possess,  into  a  right  of  reduction,  to 
which  we  have  no  claim.  Debts  not  ori- 
ginally subject  to  reductioa,  are,  in  that 
respect,  in  the  situation  of  irredeemables, 
and  the  faith  of  parliament  is  equally 
pledged  to  prevent  any  reduction  without 
the  consent  of  the  proprietors.  If  we  ad- 
vert to  the  time  and  manner  in  which 
these  debts  were  created,  every  argument 
against  the  reduction  of  interest,  acquires 
a  great  additional  force.  At  that  disastrous 
period,  the  creditors  of  the  South-Sea  and 
£ast  India  Companies  had  a  power  to  de- 
mand the  whole  amount  of  their  bonds. 
Their  forbearance  was  essentially  neces- 
sary to  the  defence  and  well-being  of  the 
community ;  for,  had  they  persisted  in 
claiming  their  principal,  the  whole  must 
have  faUen  on  tbe  landed  interest,  or  the 
result  must  have  been  such  as  I  dare  not 
mention,  or  hardly  think  of.  And  is  the 
service  tlien  rendered  to  the  country,  to  be 
now  repaid  by  a  compulsory  reduction  of 
their  dividends  ?  I  call  it  compulsory,  for 
any  reduction  by  terror,  can  only  be  de- 
spribed  by  that  name*    If  they  are  to  be 
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so  reduced,  the  pretence  is,  tb^t  i%  vill  pem^ 
the  current  service,  or  take  pff  taxies ;  fiu 
that  would  be  only  \o  take  t|i^  taxe^  pi 
others,  to  be  impose4  Qn  th^n^»  m  the  mos 
cruel  and  insupportablie  mapner*  It  woulc 
be  equally  y^  to  take  i^vfay  one  fourt] 
from  the  income  of  every  individual^  or  t^ 
deprive  him  of  one  fourth  of  his  lands  oj 
stock  in  trade;  or  rather  the  mjustic| 
would  be  less  m  such  case»  bec^u^je  tb< 
national  creditor  is,  by  express  CQoti^uct 
exempt  from  allpiddic  ^^esand  imposi 
tions. 

Nor  is  it  tru^  th^t  the  interest  propose 
is  equivalent  to  the  valu^  of  mpne^ ;  f^ 
though  money  cannot  he  inv^^ted  in  th< 
funds  yritliout  an  advance  above  3  pei 
cent,  at  par,  yet  all  Ipan^  on  real  si^Hiritxes 
on  estates,  or  op  persomU  securities^  beaj 
a  much  higher  interest.  The  preference 
given  to  the  funds,  fM^ses  frpm  variouj 
causes;  from  thefaolity  of  receiving  m 
terest,  cheapness  of  transfeif;  and  iron 
none  more  than  the  faith  plape4  in  the  na 
tional  honour,  which  is  bound  to  ^fxS&r  n\ 
Ipsstof^lon  the  public  creditor.  ^  Stock 
while  the  credit  remains  untarnished,  i 
but  another  name  for  ready  money  bear 
ing  interest,  a  property  which  in  no  othe 
case  can  attach  to  reaay  money ;  and  t 
the  confidence  now  placed  m  the  gua.rdiajQi 
of  thepublic  honour  is  diminidied,  evei 
that  advantage  will  not  in  future  tempt  int 
d^viduals  to  trust  their  money  out  of  thel] 
pwn  custody.  No  diminution  of  taxe^ 
or  other  contingent  advantage,  can  conn 

Eensate  for  such  a  prhration;  nor  is  it  t< 
e  compared  to  a  repayment  of  the  prln 
cipal  at  any  time,  however  inconvenient^ 
ioT  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  any  on^ 
would  prefer  a  sudden  and  absolute  priva^ 
tion  or  one  fourth  of  his  whole  incopie,  U 
the  casual  and  distant  resun^tipn  of  1( 
or  15  per  pent,  on  his  capital,  not  to  be 
eSectea  without  an  equivalent  jjaymenl;, 
which  may  be  delayed  by  accident,  oi 
frustrated  by  necessity. 

The  injustice  of  the  present  plan  ap 
pears  in  this,  that  it  is  calcuhtted  to  marJi 
out  all  the  great  companies,  and  to  benefij 
the  borrowers  at  Uie  expencp  of  th« 
lenders.  But  this  is  not  the  whpfe  extent 
of  the  evil.  A  double  duty  is  incumbent 
on  the  legislature;  to  use  their  utmost 
exertions  towards  paying  th^  nationaj 
dtbt,  and  to  avoid  creating  distcecuses  an£ 
discontent.  Now  the  wn9le  number  oJ 
persons  interested  in  the  «iock  to  be  af^ 
fected  by  the  proposed  measure,  is  about 
2d,(X)0»  of  these  upward&of  6|Q(^  ar^  in^ 
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tnBiee,  sadi  upw^rdfi  of  17,00Q  ftre  pos- 
iessedfjqjy  of  ?WW  HQl  e^cfedipg  1,CJPQ(.. 
B^  mpiUffCi  and  trustee  niu^b^gr^tly 
embarri^  ^p^cially  if  the  sup^  com- 
miited  IP  fiftem  ^w  fjaall,  in  pw*ipctiiig  th« 
parpo^fjDr  which  diey  are  confided ;  (^id 
those  Tf ho  poii9e%$  8^ch  smaV  ^^m«  ^  do 
not  six^wnl  to  1,000/.  mtMst )»  m^ctl  4i«- 
tre^g^  Iqr  IP  uniapected  und  w^lon  a 
seduction  of  their  income. 

The  minister,  in  the  course  of  these 
obsenradoDs,  to^  an  ample  review  of  the 
Kl},  which  heihewed  to  be  unequal  to  the 
ends  it  was  demgned  tp  answer,  lie 
pro?ed  thai  the  alternatives  of  the  propo- 
sitioQ,  produced  repugnai^t  and  4i^<^^dant 
f&asi  aa^  that  the  plan  waa  destructive 
i  the  DarjpOBet,  and  inadequate  in  benefit 
to  the  Sinidng-Fond. 

On  thi«  head,  he  should  beg  leaye  to 
tike  notice  of  a  circumstance  that  per- 
sonally alluded  to  him.  Gentlemen  nad 
dficuffied,  Id  the  course  of  the  debate,  the 
adraDtages  which  h^  been  derived  from 
tk  plaa  fif  reducing  the  national  debt 
^  6  to  5  per  cent,  which  he  had  the 
koDoor  of  pnmNnng  to  the  House.  They 
had  coDoeived  ii  impossible  for  him  to  re* 
Bst  a  similar  reduction  from  4  to  S  per 
ixnt  without  the  grossest  inconsistency. 
Bat  he  was  free  to  dollar?,  that  he  could 
oppose  the  present  Scheme  without  sub- 
jecting himself  to  that  imputation.  It  be- 
c&oe  his  duty,  on  the  authority  of  the 
fivmer  Scheme,  to  givehis  negative  to  this, 
because  no  two  Schemes  ever  differed 
more  widely  in  their  intention,  effect,  and 
ccaisequences. 

He  then  stated  the  difference  between 

the  present  Scheme,  and  that  which  he 

had  proposed.     This  Scheme,  he  observed, 

k  compulsory,  mine  waa  optional.    On 

the  foraier  occasion,  money  was  prepared; 

OD  this,  it  was  vet  to  be  raised.  My  Scheme 

hid  the  foun<|ation,  this  reverses  the  whole 

svstemofthe   Sinking-Fund.    Mine  was 

fcsmded  upon  convertmg  numbers  of  years 

at  higher  rates,  into  perpetuities  at  lower 

rates.    This  plan  establishes  terms  of  years 

at  higher  rates,  in  lieu  of  perpetuities  at 

Wer  rates,  after  ao  expiration  of  twenty 

years  of  the  former  terms.    This  was  in- 

tended  to  lock  up  the  Sinking-Fund  for 

•Cferal  years,  of  which  the  shortest  term 

was  not  less  thaa  twelve,  and  the  longest 

fcrty-«e?en.    During  this  time,  all  reduc- 

^  of  interest  woSd  be  prevented,  all 

sibolition  of  taxes  rendered  unpracticable, 

«uL  a  n^c^iiy  imposed  Qf  laying  fisasb 
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ti^rtlvm9  in  p9sr  of  emamiicy.  Whei^w 
mine  bad  a  contrary  tenaeacv;  ^  nillion 
of  the  dabt  might  be  annually  di^chai^^ 
qr  some  (if  the  existing  ta^^  might'  b^ 
at^lif bed}  «r  the  ipijioaitjop  pf  iVesb  tas^ea 


preve^t^di  by  applying  the  aurp^u^^s  pf 
the  Sinkine-Fund  to  tne  cunp^t  service. 
Tb^  deoared  intention  of  tbe  Bill  if «  to 
give  ease  to  the  SHbjftpf;  aiM^  the  title  ip^ 
cifipa  immediate  ease.  But  i^  tfn4fiiwy  i| 
calcMlated  to  vipkte  tl^s  vei^  pnucfiplp, 
and  to  falsify  the  title,  for  no  ef^  can  be 
givex^  until  tbe  reduction  has  taken  plaoe, 
and  that  event  is  distant,  uncertain,  a^A 
nreparious.  In  {iifit»  Uiepr^en^  disadvan- 
tages of  the  Scheme  proposed  by  the  hpr 
nourable  gentleman,  evidently  app^r  fVpm 
the  affept^^op  with  which  he  ex^iatlHti^ 
on  his  lovp  tp  poaterity.  For  cer^uu  it  y^ 
that  his  Scheme  cafiUfii  benefit  ^e  prpseni 
generation,  butits  salutary  effects  vfdl  pr^ar. 
cipally  be  cpnfined  t9  thio^  wl^i  9^  y^ 
unborn. 

Sir  John  Barnard  answer^  in  substance 
as  follows : 

I  am  very  muph  pljdiged  tp  the  (Km, 
gentleman.    Sir,  and  therefow  I  thftnfc 
him  for  vindicating  me  from  the  impu« 
tation  of  having  had  any  private  cpn- 
versatipn  with  him,  or  of  havmg  ever  had 
any  concert  with  him ;  and  if  he  is  afir^dt 
lest  people  should  suspect  his  haviiPg  ha4 
a  hai>4  in  th^  Scheme  A  proposed  to  yo|U9 1 
shall  be  equally  just  to  him  by  dechriagp 
I  never  had  any  private  conversation  with 
him  about  it,  nor  did  I  so  much  as  ask  hia 
improbation  or  consent  to  what  I  was  to 
OTOT ;  but  as  to  the  Scheme  as  it  nowstands, 
every  gentleman  that  hears  me  knows^ 
it  is  very  dift'erent  firom  what  I  offered ; 
and  every  one  likewise  knows  that  the  neir 
model,  which  is  the  model  w^  have  now^ 
before    us,   if  it  was   not   offered    by 
the  hon.  gentlemsA  himself,  it  was  at 
least  oftred  by  some  of  his  friends^  and 
what  they  proposed  was  agreed  to  by  other 
gentlemen,  in  order  that  we  might  have 
their    assistance  in   carrying  it  through. 
Therefore  the  Scheme  now  before  jroii 
cannot  propcrlv  be  called  mine ;    and  it  ist 
very  remarkable,  that  all  the  objections 
made  to  the  Bill,  are  only  to  those  articlea 
and  clauses  of  it,  which  relate  to  the  im- 
provements and  additions  made  to  my 
scheme,  by  the  hon.  gentleman's  friends. 
Mr.  John  Hofwe  stood  up,  and,  ampng 
other    things,    tpoH.   notipe,     That    the 
scheme  thea  before  them  sieemed  to  ba 
like  4,  bpstai<d-c)uld,  thfif,  \^  9^!^  i^ 


1871 


10  GEORGE  II. 


Proceedings  in  the  Lords  relating  to 


[ISS 


puted  fathers,  neither  of  whom  would  own 
It ;  for  his  part,  he  said,  he  thought  it  a 
very  hopeful  child,  and  therefore  if  no 
other  gentleman  would  take  it  as  his  own, 
he  would ;  for  he  did  not  doubt  of  the 
child's  thriving,  and  if  he  did,  it  would  be 
an  honour  to  its  parents. 

The  Speakers  in  this  debate,  were  as  fol- 
lows; viz.  For  committing  the  Bill,  Sir 
John  Barnard,  Sir  Wilfred  Lawson,  the  lord 
Baltimore,  Mr.  John  Howe,  Sir  Thomas 
Sanderson,  Master  of  the  Rolls,  Mr.  Sandys, 
sir  William  Windham,  sir  Edward  Bacon. 
Against  committing  the  Bill,  sir  Robert 
W^pole,  sir  Charles  Wager,  Mr.  Sloper, 
Mr.  alderman  Heathcote,  Mr.  Knight, 
Mr.  Burrel,  coldhel  Bladen,  Mr.  Bowles, 
^r.  Oglethorpe,  the  lord  Sundon,  and 
sir  William  Yonge.  Upon  the  ques- 
tion's being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  ne- 
gative, by  ^9  against  134;  which  put^n 
end  to  the  affitir  for  this  session. 

Proceedings  in  the  Lords  rela- 
ting TO  THE  Murder  of  Captain  Por- 
teous  :  and  the  bill  against  the 
Provost  and  City  of  Edinburgh.*] 
March  S.  The  duke  of    Newcastle  pre- 

»  See  vol.  9,  p.  1274,  Note. 

"  The  S|ieech  from  the  throne.noticed  the 
late  disturbances,  but  without  any  specific  men- 
tioQ  of  the  Tumult  at  Ediuburgh.  It  was  an- 
swered by  loyal  addresses  from  both  Houses, 
expressing  their  abhorrence  of  such  outrages, 
and  their  resolution  to  support  the  royal  au- 
thority in  suppressing*  all  riotous  and  seditious 
attesapts,  which  threatened  the  very  being  of 
the  constitution.  The  minister,  however, 
seems  to  have  been  embarrassed  in  what  man- 
ner to  introduce  the  inquiry.  Fortunately, 
lord  Cartei'et  relieved  him  from  this  dilemma. 
Although  he  was  in  violent  opposition  to  the 
measures  of  administration,  yet  he  justly 
thought  that  the  indignity  committed  against 
the  established  crovernment,  should  not  remain 
unpunished.  He  accordingly  referrefl  to  that 
part  of  the  Speech  which  alluded  to  the  Tu- 
mults in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Afler 
arguing  that  these  riots  did  not  proceed  from 
disaffection  to  government,  and  complaining, 
that  notwithstanding  the  power  with  which  the 
civil  magistrate"  was  armed,  the  military  force 
had  been  employed  in  suppressing  them,  he 
adverted  to  tne  murder  of  captain  Porteoos, 
which  he  particularly  stigmatised  as  a  most 
atrocious  deed ;  observing  that  the  conspiracy 
which  had  effected  it  was  the  more  dreadful, 
because  it  was  concerted  and  executed  witli 
great  deliberation  and  method,  and  was  at- 
tended with  no  other  disorder.  He  was  of 
opinion,  that  some  citizens  of  Edinbargh  had 
been  concerned  in  the  murder  ;  that  fiie  ma- 
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sented  to  the  House,  according  to  the 
fourth  and  fifth  Resolutions  of  Feb.  10,  an 
authentic  copy  of  the  Trial  of  captain  Por- 
teous,  andal)  tneproceedings  relating  there- 
unto; and  also  the  Accounts  transmitted 
hither  of  the  Murder  of  captain  Porteous, 

gistrates  had  encouraged  the  riot,  and  that  the 
city  had  forfeited  its  charter ;  he  concluded 
with  expressing  hopes  that  an  inquiry  would 
'  be  made  into  the  particulars  and  circumstances 
of  the  case. 

*'  The  duke  of  Newcastle  and  the  lord  clian* 
cellor,  after  contending  for  the  necessity   of 
employing  the  military  tbrce  in  suppressing 
riots  and  putting  the  laws  in  execution,   and 
justifying  the  reprieve  of  captain  Porteous,  did 
not  resist  or  promote  the  investigation  proposed 
by  lord  Carteret ;  they  only  argued  for  a  g^e- 
neral  inquiry  into  the  causes  and  circumstances 
of  the  riot,  and  not  for  a  specific  inquiry  into 
the  disturbances.    Carteret,  in  reply,  main- 
tained the  necessity  of  a  particular  inquiry »  and 
of  confining  it  to  the  Tumult  at  Edinburgh. 
The  earl  of  Hay,  after  opposing  the  forfeiture 
of  the  charter,  and  observing  that  the  outrages 
had  originated  from  disaffection  to  go  vera  men  t, 
declaring  himself  in  favour  of  a  particular  in- 
quiry, and  expressed  his  readiness  to  join  in 
any  proposition  for  that  purpose.    A  motion 
was  accordingly  made  by  Carteret,  for  the  at- 
tendance of  the  magistrates*  and  other  per- 
sons who  could  give  the  necessary  information, 
and  for  an  address  to  the  King,  that  copies  of 
the  trial  of  captain  Porteous,  and  the  account 
of  the  murder,  should  be  laid  before  the  House. 

*<  In  consequence  of  this  motion,  which 
passed  without  opposition,  the  respective  docu- 
ments were  produced.  In  exaoiining  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  trial,  it  plaiply  appeared  ihat 
Porteous  was  fully  justified,  from  the  princi- 
ples of  self-defence,  in  firing  upon  the  mob, 
and  that  the  reprieve  granted  oy\he  quecu 
was  founded  on  law  and  justice ;  and  as  the 
^constitution  ofthe.criminal  law  in  Scotland  was 
flifferent  from  that  in  England,  it  appeared  in* 
comprehensible  to  most  of  the  peers,  that  a 
4)ersoo  could  be  condemned  to  death,  upon  a 
verdict  so  inconsistent  with  common  justice. 
Accordingly,  it  was  suggested  by  Carteret,  to 
declare  the  verdict  erroneous  ;  this  proposal 
was  opposed  by  the  earl  of  Hay  and  the  lord 
chancellor,  and  no  motion  was  made. 

*'  Having  thus  justified  slhe  proceedings  of 
government,  the  next  object  was  to  discover 
those  who  were  concerned  in  the  murder,  ami 
tu  punish  all  who  either  concerted  or  connived 
at  it.  The  magistrates  of  £dinbui*gh,  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  forces,  Lindsay,  mem- 
ber for  the  city,  as  well  as  the  Scots  iudges, 
were  severally  and  separately  examined  at  the 
bar.  Their  allegations,  however,  were  con- 
fused and  unsatisfactory  ;  but  proofs  appeared 
that  the  magistrates  bad  not  been  sufiiciently 
active  in  preventing  the  rising  of  the  mob,  or 
ip'  suppressing  it  when  excited.    Yet  no  legsl 
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and  what  passed  theretipon;  together 
KJth  the  Orders  and  Directions  sent 
fr^m  bence  relating  thereunto ;  as  likewise 
a  cnpj  of  the  Reprieye  of  the  said  captain, 
pnmted  by  her  Majesty  as  Guardian  of  the 
Kingdom.    And  on  ^larch  10,  the  several 

evi<ksce  was  ohtained  to  convict  them,  nor  did 
it  appear  that  any  of  the  citizens  had  been  ac- 
cesrary  to  tlie  murder,  and  not  a  single  person 
«3$  diSi'OTered  vrho  had  been  coticernecl  in  it. 
Not-ntfastanding  this  deficiency,  the  majority 
of  the  peers  thought  it  necessary  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties  against  the  prorost 
2fid  city,  for  conniving  at,  or  not  preventing 
tbe  perpetration^of  so  atrocious  a  deed. 

"  The  Bill  was  opposed  in  a  very  animated 
spfrcbb}'thednkeof  Argyle,  who  contended 
that  it  was  an  ex  pott  facto  law,  punishing  a 
vbole  community  for  crimes  within  the  reach 
of  the  inferior  courts  of  justice.  It  was  never- 
t)»etes5  carried  by  a  majority  of  54  against  23, 
iRd  seot  down  to  the  Commons,  under  the  title 
of 'Ad  Act  to  disable  Alexander  Wilson, 
'  e«qaire,  from  takings  holding,  or  enjoyingany 
'office or  place  of  magistracy,  in  the  city  of 
'  Eiiinburjfh,  or  elsewhere,  in  Great  Britain, 
'  U  impnsonin|^  the  said  Alexander  Wilson, 

*  aod  for  abolishmg  the  guard  kept  up  in  the 

*  said  city,  commonly  called  the  town  guard  ; 
'  and  for  taking  away  the  gates  of  the  Nether 
'  fioir  Port  of  the  said  city,  and  keeping  open 
'tbe«nie.' 

''  Sach  was  the  title,  and  such  were  the  pe- 
uitiesof  this  famous  Bill,  as  it  was  sent  to  the 
Commoos.  It  is  certain,  the  ministerial  party 
ra  the  House  of  Peers,  had  not  thoroughly  con- 
Kdered  the  nature  of  the  Scottish  constitution, 
ts  left  by  the  Act  of  Union  ;  nor  wastheevi- 
<iHice  sufficient  for  justifying  the  severities 
contained  in  the  Bill.  Wilson,  Sie  lord  provost, 
v^ a  weak  well-meaning  man,  aud  had  acted 
to  the  best  of  bis  courage  and  capacity ;  and 
^  greatest  imputation  fixed  on  nim  by  evi- 
<feH»,  was  his  not  having  been  active  in  arming 
^  ciiizens  the  day  before  the  riot  had  hap- 
paed,  when  only  vague  rumGurs  were  whis- 
pered. With  respect  to  the  penalties  inflicted 
*pw  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  doubts  were 
'I'sd  whether  they  could  regularly  be  im- 
P^,  even  by  a  British  parliament,  consist- 
tttly  with  the  articles  of  Union. 

'*  Accordingly,    die  opposition  was  violent 

wd  strenoous  ;  most  of  the  persons  who  had 

»Ppeared  at  the  House  of  Lords,  were  again 

fKmioed  before  the  Commons ;  petitions  were 

Jjrmed,  aod  counsel   heard  againi^t  the  Bill. 

The  Scottish  members  who  were  affected  by 

J««  stisfroa  to  be  affixed  on  their  capital,  and 

"«ed  upon  the  question  as  a  national  concern, 

Bwiormlv  opposed,  and  many  of  them,  parti - 

"|ariy  Dimcan  Forbes,  the  lord  aflvocate  of 

«ot|^iid,  displayed  ^reat  abilities.     On  every 

]'^U'%  it  prodoced  fresh  debates,  and  in  one 

lasunct,  was  carried  only  by  the  casting  voice 

«  oiiouel  Bladen,  the  chairman  oflhecom- 
nutlee. 


persons  attended  according  to  order,  and 
were  called  to  the  bar  and  sworn :  after 
which  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  com-  / 
mittee,  to  consider  of  theafiair,  and  agreed 
to  Rfteen  several  Questions  or  [nterroga- 
tories,  upon  which  the  Lord  Provost  and 


'*  Walpole  spoke  onl^  on  the  first  reading, 
and  then  he  said  but  a  few  words  in  reply  to 
those  who  objected  to  the  Bill,  because  it  ori- 
ginated in  the  House  of  Lords.  He  observed, 
that  he  was  as  jealous  of  their  right  as  any 
other  gentleman  could  be,  but  thought  too 
scrupubus  a  iealousy  at  this  time  might  be  at- 
tended with  the  worst  consequences.  In  reply 
tu  an  observation  of  Duncan  Forbes,  that  ten- 
derness ought  to  be  shewn  to  the  corporations 
and  boroughs  which  the  Commons  represented, 
especially  those  of  Scotland,  he  urged  that  tho 
commitment  of  the  Bill  was  the  greatest  mark 
of  tenderness  which  could  be  shewn.  It  was 
to  punish,  in  an  exemplary  manner,  a  practice 
that  had  been  too  much  encouraged  ;  a  prac- 
tice, which  if  not  suppressed,  must  destroy  the 
right  of  all  corporations,  and  perhaps  abolish 
the  privileges  of  the  House,  and  the  very  form 
of  the  constitution.  He  concluded,  by  saying, 
that  gentlemen  would  not  oppose  the  Bill  with- 
out better  reasons  than  any  that  had  yet  ap- 
|)eared.  He  did  not  enter  into  the  merits,  or 
discuss  the  proofs  of  the  objections  urged  by 
the  Scottish  lawyers,  but  If  ft  those  points  to 
be  argued  by  the  attorney  aud  solicitor  general. 
He  by  no  means  made  it  a  ministerial  question. 
In  the  House  of  Lords,  some  of  his  friends 
had  promoted  and  others  resisted  it,  and  on  one 
question,  the  duke  of  Newcastle  and  lord  chan- 
cellor Hardwicke  had  voted  on  different  sides. 
The  same  circumstance  occurred!  in  the  House 
ofComnK>ns.  Some  of  the  most  violent  op- 
posers  of  government  befriended  the  Bill,  and 
others  aU^nted  themselves  while  it  was  de- 
pending. He  was  most  anxious  that  the  queen 
should  be  justified  for  granting  the  reprieve, 
and  that  some  punishment  should  be  inflicted 
on  the  magistrates,  as  an  example  to  deter 
others,  and  to  render  the  civil  power  respon- 
sible for  outrages  committed  in  their  jurisdic* 
tion :  a  salutary  and  essential  act  of  policy. 

"  When  these  points  were  gained,  he  was 
not  inclined  to  enforce  the  penalties.  He  suf- 
fered therefore  the  Bill  to  be  modified  and  mi- 
tigated.^ That  part  which  ordered  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  city  guard,  and  the  demolition  of 
the  gates,  was  omitted,  and  in  the  whole  was 
reduced  to  an  act  *  For  disabling 'Alexander 
'  Wilson,  the  provost,  from  taking,  holding,  or 

*  enjoving,  any  oflice,  or  place  of  magistracy, 

*  in  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  or  elsewhere,  in 

*  Great  Britain,  and  for  imposing  a  fine  upon 

*  the  said  corporation,  of  2,000/.  for  the  benefit 

*  of  the  widow  of  Porteous.'  The  Bill,  how- 
ever, thus  miti seated  and  rendered  siiogless, 
met  with  unceasing  opposition,  and  after  having 
narrowly  escaped  being  thrown  out,  was  sent 
back  to  the  Lords,  who  agreed  to  the  amend- 
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four  bailifi  of  the  city  of  Edinbargli  in  the 
year  1736,  were  examined.  The  same 
day,  a  Message  was  sent  td  the  Commons, 
desiring  they  would  give  leave  to  lieu- 
tenant-general Wade  iemd  Patrick  Liildsay, 
esq.  tnembers  of  that  House,  Ito  attend, 


Proceedings  in  the  Lords  i-tlailn^  to  [1^ 

to  be  examined  in  relation  to  thfe  Murder 
of  Porteou's;  and  Major  Poole,  who^e  name 
had  been  mentioned  in  the  aforesaid  exa- 
mination, was  ordered  to  stttend  on  Wed- 
nesday then  next 
March  16.  Thomas  Young,  treasurer  d 


ments,  and  it  finally  received  the  royal  assent. 

'<  While  this  act  was  in  agitation,  another 

piLSsed  the  Lords,  and  was  sent  down  to  the 

Cotntnons,  *  For  die  more  effectnal  brinS'iDg 

*  to  justice,  Any  persons  concerned  in  the  oSr- 

*  baroos  ronrder  ofciiptain.  John  Porteous,  and 

*  pnnishingt  *>fch  as  shall  knotrin^Vy  conceal 

*  any  of  the  said  offenders.'  This  Bill  was  of 
a  ievere  nature,  and  was  directed  to  te  read,  for 
a  stated  time,  by  the  established  cler^  of 
flcotlarid,  in  their  pulpits,  ^verv  Sunday. 
Amongst  other  clauses,  it  contained  an  indem- 
nity to  any  person  who  was  concerned  in  the 
miirdef,  provided  he  discovered  and  eonvicted 
an  accomplice,  before  <he  first  of  February. 
Tbiselanse  wiis  added  to  the  Bill  !iy  the  Com- 
mons, as  was  also  another,  phimisinef  '  a  re- 
'  ward  of  200/.  to  any  one  who  sbotild  discover, 

*  and  convict,  by  their  evidence,  any  person 
<  concerned  in  the  murder.'  ']^he8e  provisions 
were  by  many  thought  too  se^e^e,  ancl  centred 
as  giving  too  gre^t  encouragement  to  inform- 
ers. The  Scots,  when  ttie  act  was  read  to 
them,  treated  it  with  the  utmost  conteinpt ; 
ibd  thongb  many  thousands  Wete  puhlicly 
concerned  in  the  rnurder,  and  ^ome  of  them 
tried,  yet  none  were  legaHy  convicted.  These 
proceedings  au^ented  the  unpopularity  <^f  the 
minister,  by  inflaming  the  re^enfnieht  of 
Scotland,  and  facilitated  the  efforts  of  the  duke 
of  Argyle,  to  return,  at  the  ne:et  elections,  a 
majority  of  the  l^ots  members  in  favour  of  op- 
position."   Coxe's  ^alpole. 

The  foHowing  trnpAMrtent  D66nfiMnts  ate 
tak^  from  Coach's  Memi»irt  of  sir  RobM 
Walpole: 

BfATon  GBmat  Motlk  to   in  Buk^   op 

NlWcJSTLB. 

On  (he  Murder  of  Captmin  Porteous. 

"  My  tord  ;  Edinburgh,  Sfipt'.  g,  1736- 
"^  I  think  it  my  duCy  to  acquaint  yottr  ^ac^ 
with  what  happened  nere  last  Tuesda;^  night, 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  ten.  Bein^ 
then  in  my  bed,  colotael  Pear^,  who  coihmands 
lieutenant-general  Sabitie's  reginient  in  the 
Cannongate,  came  and  told  me  he  heard  there 
was  a  e:reat  disturbance  in  the  city,  on  which  I 
immekiiatery  ordered  him  to  assemble  the  six 
companies  quartered  here,  and  to  parade  them, 
ifearthe  ffuard  in  the  Caniinngate,  and  ^  send 
for  the  £ree  Comphnies  finom  Leith,  which 
was 'dbde  with  as  much  expedition  as  (lotisihle, 
for  some  of  the  companies  are  qiiiijiered'agreat 
distance  from  the  CannoUgate.  I  dressed 
myself  as  soon  as  possible  in^ord^r  to  Join  the 
regiment,    I  was  scaroe  dres'sled  When  Mr. 


tindesay  came  to  me,  and  told  me  there  was  ^ 
gfreatindbin  the  city. 

**  It  then  wanted  but  fourteen  minutes  o^ 
eleven.  He  assured  me  they  bad  got  pos-J 
session  of  the  city  gates,  and  tbat  with  mucN 
difficulty  he  got  out  at  a  smaU  wicket,  and  wa<j 
obh'ffed  to  come  round  by  the  King's  Park.  Hd 
made  no  demand  of  a  gnard  to  assist  them  i 
but  I  told  hich  I  had  oi^ered  the  regiment  to 
be  ifnder  arms,  but  tbat  I  ctiuld  utft  force  smyf 
of  tiie  town  gates,  or  g^ive  nrd^frs  tor  attacktnql 
the  mob,  without  a  legal  amhority  from  th^ 
Lord  Jastice  Clerk,  or  soWe  other  of  the  ford^ 
of  the  justiciarv,  for  it  was  from  one  of  them  I 
had  received  an  oiKiers  rdating  to  the  milharyj 
since  I  cirme  into  the  conntTy.  I  then  asked 
Mr.  Lindesay  if  Lord  Jusftce  Clerk  or  any  otbei 
of  the  lord^  of  the  Justicirf^y  w^re  in  town, 
His  answer  was,  that  neither  tb^  JiistTce  Clerk 
or  lord  RoVston  was  in  town,  but  h>rd  New^ 
ball  wate ;  but  there  was  m>  gf^tfing  to  him  ] 
em  which,  knowing  the  Justite  Ottk  Rr^d  bul 
two  mik;S  and  a  half  ofi^  the  t6Wn,  i  dt-sireij 
Mr.  LindeSay  to  write  hnmediitely  to'  bim  fol 
Ms  directions,  what  be  «^ould  htfve  the  troops 
do  ;  and  sent  the  letter  by  my  own  servant^ 
who  fifaIlop6d  all  the  ^ay.  My  h>rd  being  in 
bed,  he  (2f6t  no>  answer  froiA  him  ttti  near  on^ 
of  the  clock,  f  he  leffer  was  direct^  tn  Mr 
Lmdesay,  so'  1  never  saw  th^  answ^ ;  atod  long 
before  it  came,  the  poor  man  wasr  b«nged  b^ 
the  mob.  By  wbat  I  sihCe  bear  he  was  exe* 
cnted  before  Mr.  Lindesay  came  to  iby  bmi3e, 
tor  they  got  hint  out  of  prison  a  little  after  ten 

"  It  Wds  a  i^reat  oversight  that  th^  poof  maij 
waii  not  put  into  tbe  castie  as  soon  as  hi^  re^ 
.  fricve  came  f6V  him,  that  b^n^  the  only  plac^ 
to  sttcuVe  him  lV6tt  <be  tnge  of  tie  mob.  Tliii 
nnheard-of  baV6ari(V  hssirf  bete  Mncerung  se^ 
f erat  days ;  a'l^d  I  am  jlUr^rfited  the  magts^ 
trat^s  were  M  more  upon  tberi-  gu&H.  Tb^ 
^wn  soldiers,  ihst^ad  of  resisting,  delivered 
(\^^ir  arms  to  the  mob.  The  turnkey  of  th< 
prFson  owned  he  had  a  hint  ffhen  bim  in  Ch4 
inorning  that  the  prison  wouraf  be  al^!l)pt^  ii 
i^  brbke  opeji  that  ni*4f^t,and  that  he  acquainted 
the  eraoler  of  it,  and  desired  hint'  id  make  ii 
kno\Vn  to  the  ford  proVotft,  tbatcdr^  might  b^ 
taken  to  prevent  it  The  magistrates  wer^ 
drinking  togeihei'  in  the  pSrliament-clo<;e  wber 
the  moh  fint  assembled,  but  did  ndt  take  car^ 
to  reatf  tbe  proclamation,  which  Was  a  verj 
great  neglect  in  them.  Oh  their  suspecting 
the  mob  would  rise  that  night,  tbe  CaVd  of  th^ 
port  nett  to  the  Cannobfi^ate  oUght  to  hav^ 
been  inAmediately  put  un<&r  tire  giiarii  of  i\u 
king's  fbrces,  and  then  tlie  cen^municatiuii 
between  tbe  city  and  saburia^  Would  have  beei 
keptop^. 
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iht  atj  of  Edinburgh  m  the  year  17S6, 
vhott  name  had  likewise  been  mentioned 
in  the  aforesaid  Examination,  was  ordered 
toattendy  if  in  town ;  and  on  the  17th,  the 
Hou»e»  having  again  resolved  itself  into 
the  said  Committee,  agreed  to  eleven  Ques- 

^  I  hsTe  to  add,  that  bad  the  troops  forced 
tbdrway  iotn  the  town  by  demolishing  one  of 
tbe  frai^  without  a  lejral  aathority,  your 
grace  would  sonn  have  had  a  terrible  cotnpraint 
fbot  the  magistrates.  The  regimeqt  here  are 
nvcfa  farispied,  having  lain  two  nights  on  their 
arfD&  I  cannot  bat  mendOD  to  your  grace 
^  this  is  the  third  prisoner,  «ithm  'the  me* 
mfiry  of  nan,  that  has  been  taken  out  of  a  tal- 
hoQth  bm;,  and  barbarously  murdered  by  the 
Bob.  They  charge  me  with  procuring  *Por- 
teooii's  reprieve,  and  threaten  to  murder  q;ie  in 
Df  H,  or  set  6 re  to  my  hoose ;  bat  I  despise 
thrm  all.  1  do  not  bear  that  any  of  the  crinii- 
lak  are  yet  apprehended,  thouf^h  welt  known 
b  nttflr  of  the  iubabiunts  of  the  town.*' 

IfsTTotive  cf  the  Tumuli  at  Edinburgh,  on 
Tuttdaythelthday  of  September  1736. 
Sent  bif  Andrew  Fie'tchtr  (Lord  Chief, 
Jtuiice  Clerk  J  to  the  d*^ke  cf  Newcattle, 

"Friday,  the  3d  of  September,  tlie  loHs  of 
jv^ictiry  served  an  order  upon  the  magistrates, 
iodraatiiig  a  reprieve  for  John  Porfeous,  for  six 
vepki.  On  Haturday,  the  4th,  there  was  a 
nrmize  tbat  a  mob  intended  to  set  fire  to  the 
pri«4D  on  Weilnesday  nisfht,  the  8th  of  8ep- 
toiiber,  if  Porteous  was  not  executed  that  day 
pn>^i»nt  to  his  aenience.  This  was  carefidly 
i&qiiired  into  by  the  magistrates,  but  they 
ewM  not  discover  any  foundation  for  the  re- 
port Oo  Tuesday  the  7th,  about  a  quarter 
^fore  ten  at  nif^ht,  the  msf^strates  had  notice 
^t  afeir  boys  bad  stetzed  the  drum  of  the 
mHoH)  of  Westport,  and  beat  it  in  the  Grass- 
Barket,  within  the  city.  About  six  minutes 
fewT  tea  they  sent  to  the  captain  of  the  guard, 
to  hate  bis  guani  immediately  under  arms ; 
kttt  few  minutes  before  the  clock  stnirk  ten, 
s  mob  suddenly  rushed  in  upon  and  surprized 
the  ^ird,  aiid  at  once  drove  them  from  the 
pJartJrootn  and  seized  all  their  arms,  beittgr 
JO  firelocks  in  number,  besides  several  Locha^ 
i^ues,  and  distributed  them  among  them- 
'fj'o,  and  almost  at  the  same  time  ma'!e 
wwwHves  masters  of  all  the  grates  of  the  city. 

"  The  k)rd  provost  and  magistrates  hereu|>on 
jsuncdiately  disimtched  Patrick  Lindesay,  esq. 
atepfovost  of  Edinbui^gh,  to  general  Moyle. 
^•s  gentleman,  who  was  well  known  to  the 
Scoeral,  finding  the  Nether  Bow  Port  shut, 
^  ID  possessKHi  of  the  mob,  made  shift  to 
retootat  the  Potter  Row  Port,  and  went 
wtogh  the  park,  and  got  to  the  general's 
Ij^ttK  «t  Abbay-hill  a  quarter  before  eleven. 
The  gmeril,  bavin^  notice  before  of  the  mob 
^the  Nether  Bow,  bad  ordered  all  the  men  in 
tttt  Cumimgite  and  Westport  to  be  under 
*""> ;  and  upon  provoat  l^etoy's  applica- 


tions  or  InterrogatorieBy  upon  which  cap- 
tain Lynd,  who  was  captain  of  the  city- 
guard  of  Edinburgh,  the  night  Porteoua 
was  murdered,  was  examined;  after  which 
the  Lord  Provost  was  again  called  in,  and 
examined  as  to  any,  and  what  endeavoura 

tion,  likewise  Ordered  up  the  three  Compantea 
from  Leith,  to  join  those  in  the  Cannongate; 
but  in  regard  that  all  the  gates  were  locked  up 
and  barricaded  bv  the  mob,  refusetl  to  allow 
any  man  to  march  without  a  warrant  from  the 
Lord  Justice  Clerk,  or  a  lonl  justiciary,  who 
happened  then  to  be  all  out  of  town. 

**  Immediately  after  the  mob  had  seized  the 
guard,  they  attacked  the  gaol ;  and  the  ma- 
gistrates, with  several  of  the  meiubers  of  coun- 
cil and  deacons  of  crafts,  attempted  to  dis|»ersa 
them;  but  the  mob  threw  stones  so  violently 
at  them,  and  threatened  to  fire,  they  having 
ftirnished  themselves  nith  shot  by  breaking 
o|>en  the  shop  of  one  Alexander  Dunning^ 
wherewith  they  had  loaded  the  pieces  they 
had  sei/ed  in  the  guard  ;  and  having  wounded 
several  of  those  who  attended  the  lonl  provost 
and  magistrates  with  stones,  Lochalier  axes, 
and  butts  of  muskets,  obliged  them  to  retire. 

**  The  mob,  finding  themselves  absolutely 
masters,  immediately  set  fire  to  the  prison 
gate,  and  in  about  an  hour  it  wss  so  much 
consumed  by  the  fire  that  the  mob  beat  it  to 
pieces,  and  *  rushed  into  the  prison,  seizetl  the 
turnkeys  within,  and  fiirced  tliem  (o  opru 
every  ward  in  the  prison,  di<mis.<;ed  all  the  pri- 
soners, and  then  laid  hold  of  captain  Purteuus, 
dragged  him  down  stairs,  and  liurrif  d  him  up 
the  Lawn  Market-street,  d(»wh  the  West  Bow 
<o  the  Grass- market,  where  they  broke  open  a 
shopf  and  took  out  a  coit  of  ropes,  and  tied 
one  end  of  it  about  his  neck,  and  threw  the 
other  over  a  dyer's  tree  hard  by  the  cotumon 

{dace  of  execution,  ami  pulled  him  up  and 
lancfed  him.  About  a  quarter  before  twelve 
o^^lock  at  night,  seveial  attempts  were  made 
to  take  down  the  bo<ty,  but  the  mob  beat  every 
one  who  made  such  a  proposal,  till  about  day- 
break a  liew  members  of  the  council  and  some 
oeiuhbours  got  the  body  taken  down,  and 
laid  it  in  the  Giey  Friar's  church.*'  ^ 

Andrew  Fubtcuer  to  tui  Duke  of  Nsw« 

CASTLB. 

"  My  Lord  Duke,  ,  Sept.  16, 17S(J. 
<*  Yesternight  1  had  the  honour  of  your 
grace's  letter  of  the  19th  instant ;  and  in  obe- 
dience to  her  majesty's  commands,  this  morn- 
ing 1  met  with  the  magistrates  of  this  city  t<^ 
consult  the  nroper  measures  for  restoring  and 
preserving  the  peace  ofthecity«  and  for  dis^ 
covering  the  authors  and  actors  of  the  late 
wicked  and  audacious  proceedings.  Besidea 
the  precautions  I  had  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your  grace  by  my  last  had  b«*en  taken  for 
maintaining' tne  peace  of  the  city,  by  order  of 
the  magistrates  and  common  council,  two 
Compamea  of  the  Trained  JBaads,  coatriHiDf 
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had  been  used  by  him,  to  dbcover  th  ose 
concerned  in  the  murder  of  Porteous;  and 
as  to  some  other  matters  which  had  oc- 
curred after  that  riot'^  and  the  abovemen- 
tioned  Patrick  Lindsay,  esq.  having  had 
leave  from  the  Commons,  did  attend,  and 

of  about  200  burgesses  and  iobabitants,  hare 
kept  g^uard  every  nigbt,. attended  by  one  of  the 
manristrates,  and  are  to  do  so  while  tliere  re- 
mains any  suspicion  of  disturbance  ;  and  they 
are  all  furnished  with  firelocks  and  bayonets 
from  the  city's  arro6r^.  As  the  soldiers  •f  the 
city  guard  are  so  intioaidated  that  they  are 
unfit  for  service,  which  evidently  contributed 
to  the  insolence  of  the  mob,  an  order  is  made 
by  th^  magistrates  to  dismiss  tbera,  and  inlist 
able  bodied  men  fit  for  the  service.  Tbey 
were  generally  old  decaved  tradesmen  or  day 
labourers :  and  if  a  metnod  could  be  fallen  on 
to  supply  this  guard  at  once  with  well  disci- 
plined men  from  the  refi^iments  of  foot  in  Scot- 
land, I  humbly'  think  it  would  contribute 
greatly  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  ma^s- 
trates  in  maintaining  the  peace  of  tlfe  city. 
The  present  euard  consists  of  three  Serjeants, 
three  corporals,  and  about  eighty -Jirivate  men. 
There 'has  been  no  disturbance  since  the  7tb, 
nor  do  I  apprehend  any  till  such  time  as  some 
of  the  guilty  come  to  be  apprehended,  and 
then  we  roust  be  upon  our  best  guard. 

<^  iis  this  outrage  was  committed  not  by  an 
ordinary  sort  of  mob  guided  by  sudden  rage, 
but  by  a  well  contrived  scheme,  executed  by 
a  cool  resolute  gang,  taking  evidently  to  them- 
selves authority  over  the  mob,  and  restraining 
ibem  from  every  folly  but  the  wickedness  tbey 
had  determined  to  perpetrate,  to  which  they, 
kept  them  close  at  work  ;  there  is  great  rea- 
aon  to  believe  that  some  of  that  abandoned 
gang  of  smugglers  had  a  chief  band  in  all  this. 
One  of  the  first  things  they  were  observed  to 
do  was  to  liberate  two  srou^lers  then  in  prison ; 
and  all  this  being  done  m  the  night  time, 
though  some  moon  light,  it  was  not  easy  for 
by  standers  to  know  persons  in  the  least  dis- 
guise. Some  of  the  magistrates  and  I  hlive 
spoke  with  several  persons  who  were  eye-wit- 
nesses to  most  of  the  tragical  scenes,  and  yet 
did  not  know  '^one  of  the  actors,  though  tbey 
•poke  to  some  of  them.  I  have  got  some  hints 
of  some  of  the  principal  actors,  but  doubt 
much  of  getting  evidence  against  them,  except 
from  such  as  if  (bey  were  not  actors  were  at 
least  abettors,  and  they  will  never  speak  out,  1 
am  afraid,  unless  they  be  assured  of  their  par- 
don, and  also  some  encouragement  of  living 
elsewhere,  in  case,  as  tbey  all  dread,  they 
could  not  live  here,  if  they  make  any  discovery. 
As  there  is  an  end  of  government,  if  such 
practices  be  suffered  to  escape  punishment,  and 
as  it  is  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  discover 
the  contrivers  of  this  barbarity,  all  methods 
are  set  agoingf  to  make  the  discovery,  of  which 
I  shall  from  time  to  time  take  the  liberty  to 
acquaint  your  grace.    1  have,  iu  obedience  to 


was  examhied  as  to  his  knowledge,  of  whi 
happened  relating  to  this  af&ir;  as  wi 
also  general  Moylb,  commander  in  chic 
of  his  Majesty's  forces  in  Scotland,  at  th 
time  this  afi&ir  happened. 
Mafth    18.    Colonel    Duroure,  lieu 

her  Majesty's  commands,  setit  an  express! 
the  lorg  advocate  to  come  immediately  t 
Edinburgh.  I  bad  formerly  wrote  to  the  soli 
citor  general,  and  have  his  answer  that  he  ist 
be  here  to-morrow.  May  1  beg  your  grace  ( 
assure  her  Majesty  that  I  sball,  with  datifi 
zeal,  endeavour  to^  obey  her  commands,  I 
doing  alU  that  lies  in  my  power  to  preserve  i 
the  most  efiectual  manner  the  peace  of  the  ck 
of  Edinbm^h  ?" 

The  Earl  ^of  Ilay  to  sir  Robert  Walpou 

On  tke  Assassination  of  Captain  Porieout, 

«  Sir,  Ediuburgh,  Oct  16. 

«  I  have  not  writ  to  you  since  I  came  hen 
because  I  almost  every  post  gave  the  dukes 
Newcastle  an  account  of  any  thing  that  do 
curied,  and  there  remained  nothing  to  troabk 
^ou  with  that  could  deserve  your  attention.  I 
IS  a  gpneat  concern  to  me  to  find  it  so  difficol 
hitherto  to  make  discoveries  of  the  rounleren 
I  am  sure  there  is  all  the  pains  taken  in  i 
that  is  possible,  and  1  never  before  had  th 
pleasure  to  see  all  the  king's  servants  here  as 
so  uniformly  together  in  the  discharge  of  tha 
duty.  On  the  other  side,  the  secret  )>atroD9i 
the  mob  seem  to  be  as  busy  in  preparing  fali 
evidence  to  acquit  the  criminals  as  we  all  ca 
be  to  bring  them  to  justice.  They  that  are  iif 
prison  have  already  iu  their  mouths  the  nanief 
of  persons  who,  they  say,  will  swear  to  tbiS 
innocence,  that  is,  {heir  accomplices  in  th 
murder  will  easily  perjure  themselves  to  nn 
their  friends.  The  most  shocking  circtto* 
stance  is,  that  it  plainly  appears  the  hij^ 
flyers  of  our  Scotch  church  have  made  thb  ii* 
famous  murder  a  point  of  conscience.  Ooeii 
the  actore  went  strait  away  tp  a  country  cburaji, 
where  the  Sacrament  was  given  a  vast  crbtii 
of  people,  as  the  fashion  is  here,  and  then 
boasted  of  what  he  had  done.  All  the  lova 
rank  of  the  people  who  have  distinguiiba! 
themselves  by  pretences  to  a  superior  sanctjlti; 
speak  of  this  murder  as  the  hand  of  God  doiif 
justice  ;  and  my  endeavours  to  punish  nuK< 
derers  are  called  grievous  persecutions*  I  ban 
conversed  with  several  of  the  parsons,  and  1 
observe  that  none  of  those  who  are  of  the  hifjf 
party  will  call  any  crime  the  mob  can  corooiiC 
by  its  proper  name.  Their  manner  of  talking, 
were  it  universal,  would  extirpate  rdigion  out 
of  the  world  for  the  good  of  human  society; 
and  indeed  I  could  hardly  have  given  ctA^ 
to  the  public  reports  of  the  temper  of  tb(M 
saints,  if  I  had  not  myself  been  witness  of  it| 
and  been  admonished  by  one  of  them  to  bavt 
re&pard  to  the  divine  attribute  of  m^rcy  (in  Eng- 
lish) to  protect  the.^ebels  and  murderera. 
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coloDel  to  the  regiment  of  foot  commanded 
bjlieut.  genenu  Whetham^  was  ordered 
to  steady  nis  name  having  been  mentioned 
in  the  former  examinations ;  and  the  same 
daj  a  motion  was  made  by  l6rd  Xoveily 
Th&t  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk  of  Scotland 
be  ordered  to  attend.  The  reason  of  this 
notion  was  fomided  upon  a  Letter  of  lieut. 
general  Wade's  then  on  their  table,  from 
which  it  afipeared,  that  it  would  be  neces- 
farr  for  thera  to  examine  the  Lord  Justice 
Clerk,  and  as  the  session  would  not  pro- 
taj]j  last  long,  they  ought  to  send  for  him 
as  soon  as  possible.  To  which  k  was 
added,  that  it  appeared  likewise  from  the 
trial  of  Porteoas,  then  on  their  table,  that  it 
srould  be  necessary  to  examine  the  Lord 
Justice  Clerk,  who  was  the  chief  and  pre- 
siding judge  upon  that  trial. 

To  this  it  was  answered.  That  the  order^ 
log  of  any  particular  gentleman  to  attend, 
would  be  a  sort  of  impeachment  upon  his 
chaFu;ter,  which  was  a  slur  they  ought  not 


^  Under  these  and  other  difficulties,  parti- 
cdariy  ih4  dread  all  the  common  people  are 
in  of  being  murdered  if  they  make  discoveries, 
ti<e  ioaoirv  goes  slowljr  on  ;  bat  1  cannot  but 
hope  that  by  degfrees  this  matter  will  come  to 
%ht.  I  have  had  great  difficnity  to  prmnt 
mischief  between  genera]  Mo^le  and  TVIr. 
Liodesay.  Moylesays  that  Lindesay  was  drunk, 
&r)d  never  asked  bis  assistance.  Lindesay  8a3's 
that  be  told  him  he  came  from  the  magistrates 
to  a^k  bis  assistance.  I  have,  as  ftr  as  it  was 
io  my  power,  enjoined  silence  upon  this  sub- 
ject, or  any  other  of  the  like  nature.  The  be- 
banoar  of  the  magistrates  was  certainly  worse 
tbiD  can  well  be  Imagined,  and  some  of  them, 
1  bare  reason  to  suspect,  tAre  wilfully  neg- 
^ectliil ;  and  at  the  late  elections  at  Michael- 
mas  codeavoared  to  do  all  the  mischief  they 
»ald.  1  spoke  to  several  of  the  ptvsentma- 
gistntes  the  other  day,  and  told  thera  that  if 
tbey  could  not  or  wsuld  not  show  the  people  of 
England  that  the  peace  of  the  city  of  Edin- 
^f^  can  be  maintained,  and  such  vile  crimi- 
i»b  be  detected  and  brought  to  justice,  1  was 
tpprehetsive  that  the  parliament  would  apply 
'wjedies  very  disa^eable  to  them  ;  and, 
^P<M)  such  anVDocasion  as  this,  none  of  their 
inends  would  be  able  to  protect  them.  They 
promised  me  to  show  such  a  spirit  as  to  clear 
them  of  all  imputation  of  want  of  zeal  in  the 
»ppport  of  the  laws.  There  shall  be  an  exne- 
nmeot  made  in  two  days.  A  proposal  shall  be 
■Mde  to  tbem  by  one  of  their  members,  to  make 
■a  wder  nf  their  town  council  for  the  exami- 
?*^  of  every  merchant  and  every  tradesman 
ttlbccity  concoDiog  the  apprentices  and  ser- 
mtstbey  bad  on  the  day  of  the  tnmolt,  and 
*»o  bare  absconded  since  :  this  will  be  of  use 
^1  waji  in  the  farther  progress  of  the 


to  throw  upon  any  gentleman,  without 
some  appearance  of  guilt;  for,  as  they 
would  scorn  to  skreen  any  man  against 
whom  there  appeared  the  least  saspicion, 
so  they  would  scorn  to  attack  any  man  in 
an  incurect  manner.  That,  as  to  tfie  Letter 
upon  their  table,  the^  could  not  properiy 
make  it  a  foundation  K>r  any  order,  till  they 
had  examined  general  Wade  himself  as  to 
the  contents ;  and  as  to  the  trial  of  Por« 
teous,  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk  was  but 
one,  of  four  or  fiye  judges  then  upon 
the  bench,  and  ought  not  tnerefore  to  be 
made  to  answer  singly  for  any  part  of  that 
trial. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  the  duke 
of  Montague,  lord  Carteret,  and  lord  Ba- 
thurst ;  and  opposed  by  the  earl  of  Hay, 
the  lord  Hervey,  the  mike  of  Newcastle, 
the  duke  of  Aigyle,  and  the  earl  of  War- 
wick ;  and  tlie  duke  of  Newcastle  haying 
moved  to  adjourn,  the  question  was  put, 
and  carried  for  adjourning.  Contents  pre- 
sent 45,  Proxies  20, — 65.  NotContentspre- 
sent  39,  Proxies  9, — 4^.  Although  the 
other  motion  was  not  then  agreed  to,  yet 
as  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk  was  the  chief  of- 
%cer  of  state  in  Scotland,  at  the  time  of 
Porteous's  murder,  and  consequently  the 
chief  person  entrusted  with  the  ciyil  go- 
yernment  of  the  country ;  and  as  it  ap- 
peared by  all  the  examinations,  that  he 
was  neither  in  town  when  that  mob  hap- 
pened, nor  came  to  town  when  he  was  ap- 
prized of  the  tumtilt,  though  yery  near  to 
It,  It  is  probable  this  motion  would  haye 
been  reyiyed,  and  agreed  to  as  soon  as 
general  Wade  should  be  examined.  How- 
ycr,  on  Monday  following  the  duke  of 
Newcastle  moved,  That  the  aforesaid  Lord 
Justice  Clerk,  together  vrith  the  lord  Dun 
and  the  lord  Koyston,  the  two  senior 
judges  of  that  court,  be  ordered  to  attend; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Lieut.  Greneral  Wade,  and  seyeral  others 
were  afterwards  examined,  and  the  Com- 
mittee hayiiig  considered  their  examina- 
tions, came  to  several  Resolutions,  which 
were  reported  and  agreed  to,  April  S. 
Whereupon  Alexander  Wilson,  esq.  the 
aforesaia  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh,  was 
ordered  to  be  taken  into  the  custody  of 
the  gentleman-usher  of  the  black-rod :  but 
upon  April  19,  following,  he  was  admitted 
to  bail,  in  order  to  prepare  hitnself  for 
being  heard  by  his  counsel,  and  the  following 
Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in, «  To  dis- 
*  able  the  said  Alexander  Wilson,  eso.  from 
<  taking,  holding,  or  enjoying  any  Onice  or 
«  Place  of  Magtttracyia  the  Ci^  of  £dia« 
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*  burgh,  or  elsewhere  in  Great  Britain : 
f  and  for  imprisoning  the  said  Alexander 

<  Wilson ;  and  *for  iS>oii8bing  the  Guard 

*  kept  up  in  the  said  City,  commonly  called 

*  the  Town»Guard ;  and  for  taking  away 
f  the  gates  of  the  Nether-Bow- Port  of  the 

<  said  City,  and  keeping  open  the  same/ 

**  Whereas  'opon  Tuesday  the  7th  day 
of,  September,  m  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1756,  there  was  jel  most  seditious  and  out- 
rageous riot  in  the  City  of  Edinburgh,  iq 
that  p.irt  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland, 
notoriously  concerted  and  carried  on  by 

freat  numbers  of  wicked,  disorderly  and 
iood-th.rsty  persons,  who  did  with  open 
force  and  violence,  seize  the  arms  of  the  ^ 
city-guard,  possess  themselves  of  the  city- 
gates,  and  by  setting  fire  to,  and  breaking 
open  the  door  of  the  Tolbooth  of  the  said 
city,  did  ui  law  fully  and  audaciously  rescue 
and  set  at  large  several  criminals  therein 
confined :  and  whereas  captain  John  Por- 
teous,  then  a  prisoner  there  under  sentence 
of  death,  but  graciously  reprieved  by  the 

Sueen's  most  excellent  Majesty,  as  guar- 
ian  of  the  realm,  was  by  tne  said  rioters 
in  a  cruel  manner  dragged  from  the  said 
prison,  and  most  barbarously  hanged  b^ 
the  D^ck,  and  murdered  in  manifest  viola- 
tion of  the  public  peace,  in  defiance  and 
subversion  of  legal  government,  in  high 
contempt  of  our  sovereign  lord  the  king, 
and  his  laws,  and  to  the  most  presumptuous 
and  unparalleled  obstruction  of  the  royal 
mercy :  and  whereas,  for  some  time  before 
the  committing  of  the  said  murder  and 
riot,  it  wrs  commonly  reported  in  the  said 
City  of  Edinbui^h,  that  some  atrocious 
fact  would  be  attempted,  which,  by  proper 
care  in  the  magistrates^  citizens  and  in- 
habitants of  the  said  city,  might  have  been 
prevented:  notwithstanding  which  Alex. 
\ViLon,  esq.  then  actually  resident  in  the 
said  City,  and  now  Provost  of  the  said 
Cit^f  and  fully  apprised  of  the  said  wicked 
design,  did  not  take  any  precautions  to 
prevent  the  said  murder  a^a  riot,  nor  use 
the  proper  or  necessary  means  to  suppress 
t\\e  same,  or  to  preser%Q  the  peac&  of  the 
said  City ;  or  after  the  perpetration  of  the 
said  fact,  to  discover,  apprehend  or  secure 
the  authors,  actors  or  abi'ttors  thereof,  in 
maaitlst  violation  of  the  trust  and  duty  of 
bis  oifice  of  cliief  magii^trate  of  the  said 
City  ;  nor  were  any  means  or  endeavours 
usc^i  by  tlie  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the 
said  City,  to  prevent  or  suppress  the  said 
notorious  riot,  or  to  liinder  the  said  inhu- 
man and  barbarous  murder,  or  to  discover 
4^peisoQs  coocemed  tbereuii  ia  order  to 


bring  them  to  justice :  nl^,  in  order  to 
express  the  highest  detestation  and  abhor- 
rence of  the  said  murder  and  riot,  and  to 
the  end  that  the  said  enormous  misbe- 
haviours and  neglects  of  di&y,  herein-be- 
fore  mentioned,  may  not  go  unpunished, 
and  that  other  jpersons  may  not  presume, 
through  hopes  of  impunityfto  be  guilty  of 
the  like  of  the  future :  be  it  enact^  by  the 
Kingfs  most  excellent  Majes^,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  conseih  of  the  "Lords 
spirituaT  and  temporal,  and  Commons  in 
ttiis  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  That '  the  said 
Alex.  Wilson  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  from 
and  immediately  after  the  passing  this  act 
disabled  and  made  incapable  to  have,  hold, 
exercise  or  enioy  the  said  office  of  provost 
of  the  said  City  o£  Edinburgh:  and  that 
lie  the  said  Alex.  Wilson  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  for  ever  hereafter,  disabled,  and 
rendered  incapable,  to  have,  bold,  ex* 
ercise,  or  enjoy  any  office  or  plac^  of  ma- 
gistracy in  the  said  Citj^of  Edinburgh,  or 
elsewhere  in  Great  Britain. 

"  Audit  is  farther  enacted  by  "Ihcautho* 
rity  aforesaid.  That  a  new  Provost  be  im- 
mediately chosen  in  the  room  of  the  said 
Alex.  Wilson,  in  the  same  manner,  as  if 
thofaid  Alex.  Wilson  was  naturally  dead ; 
and  that  he  the  said  Alex.  Wilson  shall  be 
detained  and  kept  in  close  and  safe  custody 
without  bail  or  mainpnze  dui'ing  the  space 
of  (one  whole  year)  to  be  accounted  trom 
the  day  of  passipg  this  act,  in  any  gaol  or 
prison  withm  tlie  kingdom  of  Great  Britain, 
to  the  custody  of  me  gaoler  or  keeper 
whereof  the  sai^  Alex.  Wilson  shall  from 
time  to  time  be  committed,  in  pursuance  of 
this  act,  by  any  warrant  under  the  hand 
and  seat  of  any  secretary  of  state  of  his 
Majesty,  his  heirs,  or  successors,  which 
warrant  or  warrants  any  secretary  of  state 
for  the  time  being,  is  hereby  authorised 
and  emp<lwered  (o  make. 

•*  And  whereas  the  said  City  of  Edin- 
burgh hath,  for  many  years  past,  kept  up 
a  military  guard  called  the  Jown-Guard, 
which  upon  the  said  late  unhhppy  occasioa 
has  appeared  to  be  of  no  use :  and  whereas 
for  want  of  an  open  communication  be« 
tween  the  said  city,  and  a  place  called  ths 
Cannongatc,  adjoining  thereto,  wicked  and 
disorderly  persons  are  the  more  encouraged 
(especially  in  the  night,  when  the  Gates 
of  the  Nether-Bow  Port  of  the  said  City 
are  shut)  to  attempt  to  commit  disordcrt 
and  riots  in  the  said  City :  and  whereas  it 
is  just  and  nece^sary^  that  the  power  of 
keeping  up  the  said  guard  should  be  t#kes 
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vnj,  nd  thai;  the  laid  Nether-Bow  Port 
ituwUbekqiCopeii:  be  it  fiirther  enacted 
br  the  aathorinr  aforesaid.  That  from  and 
t&rtfae  lat  <&y  of  July  1737*  the  said 
ndituyguardp  commonly  called  the  Town- 
Gfttid,  St  taken  away,  and  abolished>  and 
Bokmger  kept  m;  any  law,  statute,  pre- 
Knption,  or  us^le  to  the  contrary,  in  any 
vise  notwithstanding :  and  that  the  then 
ftoTsst  and  bailifi  of  Edinburgh,  on  or 
before  the  said  Ist  day  of  July  1737,  shall 
OBUKtkesaidGatesof  the  Kether-BowPort 
(0  be  takmi  down,  and  that  the  communi- 
Gstkm  between  the  said  City  and  Cannon* 
pit,  be  for  evfr  hereafter  kept  open,  both 
by  night  and  by  day ;  any  law  or  usage  to 
ik  contrsry  notwithstanding/' 

April  4.  The  above  Bill  was  read  a  first 
time,  sod  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time, 
the  Lord  Froyost,  and  the  city  of  Edin- 
ixiTjEh,  beho^  admitted  to  be  heard  by  their 
counsel  against  the  Bill,  upon  its  second 
Tttding. 

Api^26.  AfWr  several  lords  had  spoken 
for  and  against  the  Sentence  pronounced 
igainst  Porteous,  by  the  hign  court  of 
Jui^ticisry  in  Scotland,  a  motion  was  made 
£)rdedaring  it  erroneous. 

The  Argument  for  the  motion  by  lord 
Csiteret,  the  bishop  of  Salisbury^  and 
sthen,  was  in  substance  as  follows : 

My  Lords;  Although  it  •cannot  be  sup- 
posed that  we  have,  or  can  have,  all  the 
lights  which  time  and  circumstiBBces  may 
hereafter  discover  and  manifest,  with  re« 
prd  to  the  trial  of  the  unfortunate  captain 
Porteous,  and  the  sentence  passed  upon 
itim;  yet  I  think,  we  have  sufiicient  ibr 
shewing  us,  that  that  sentence  was  ex«- 
tremely  rigorous,  to  give  it  no  worse  a 
name;  aad^  as  it  is  an  afiair,  in  which 
^  peace  and  tranquillity  of  this  island. 


As  to  the  first,  my  Lords,  br  that  inter- 
locutory Sentence  they  determmed,  ^  That 
the  pAnnel,  or  prisoner,  having,  at  any  of 
the  times  and  places  libelled,  fired  a  gon 
among  the  people  assembled  at  the  execi;^ 
tion,  or  having  given  orders  to  thesoldiera 
under  his  command,  to  fire,  and  there* 
upon,  they,  the  soldiers,  or  any  of  them, 
having  accordingly  fired;  and,  upon  U» 
firings  either  bv  himself  or  them,  the  per- 
sons mentionea  in  the  indictment,  or  any 
of  them,  were  killed  or  wounded ;  or,  the 
pannePs  being  art  or  part  of  any  of  the 
aforesaid  crimes,  are,  smini/tm,  relevant 
to  infer  the  pains  of  law/'  I  do  not  pre- 
tend^  my  Lords,  to  be  fully  acouainted 
with  the  laws  of  Scotland ;  but  from  the 
law  of  reason,  which  I  take  to  be  the  law 
of  every  country,  and,  I  hope,  is  the  law 
of  Scotland,  I  must  think  tnis  determina- 
tion too  general ;  I  think  there  ought  to 
have  been  an  exception,  with  regard  to  hia 
having  been  first  attacked  or  assaulted  bj 
the  mob;  and,  therefore,' I  must  thins 
these  words,  or  some  such  words,  ousfat  to 
have  been  inserted :  **  Unless  it  shonU 
appear,  that  he  or  his  party  were  violently 
attacked  pr  assaulted  by  the  mob,  and 
brought  into  danger  of  their  lives,  or  of 
being  disabled  from  performing  their  duly.** 

I  am  sorry,  my  Lords,  we  should  evv 
have  occasion  to  employ  a  military  force, 
or  any  thing  like  a  military  force,  in  tha 
execution  of  the  law,  or  in  bringing  any 
criminal  to  condign  punishment ;  buft,  im 
this  cmmtry,  as  well  as  in -every  otiier 
country,  the  populace  are  sometmies  in* 
stigated  by  selfish  and  designing  men,  to 
oppose  the  distribution  of  justice ;  or,  in 
some  cases,  perhaps,  to  take  upon  them- 
selves an  usurped  power  of  distributing 
justice ;  and,  wnen  any  such  case  as  either 


tod  thesafety  of  hb  Majesty's  subjects,  are  i  of  these  happens,  it  becomes  necessary  for 
'wy  much  concerned,  I  am  humbly  of   "*"  -•---^^- -        i  ^  ^  — m.-. 

opinion,  we  ought  not  to  pass  over  that 
ie?ere  sentence  without  some  censure. 

Is  that  trial,  my  Lords,  the  first  thing 
that  occurs^o  our  notice  is,  the  interlocu* 
V^  sentence  passed  upon  the  relevancy 
^the  libd,  ana  for  directing  what  matters 
should  be  brought  in  proof  at  the  ensuing 
^;  with  respect  to  which,  there  appears 
|o  ine,  at  first  view,  two  very  material  oh- 
Jtctisns,  The  first  proceeds  from  an  error 
or  mistake,  as  I  inmgine,  with  regard  to 
we  law  of  Scotland;  and,  indeed,  of  every 
velUregalaied  society  in  tlie  world;  and 
^  other  is,  in  my  opinion,  an  evident 
P^  of  ''j^irtiffy  <^OTe  to  the  vtnfipt^iPfltit 


the  magistrate  to  make  use  of  a  military 
force,  or  something  like  it,  in  order  to  exe- 
cute the  laws,  or  to  protect  his  Majesty's 
innocent  sulijects,  who  happen  to  be  so  un- 
fortunate as  to  incur  the  resentment  of  an 
enraged  and  unruly  populace.  In  either 
of  these  cases,  I  hope,  it  will  never  be 
established  as  the  law  of  any  part  of  this 
island,  or  any  the  dominions  belonging  to 
it,  that  those  who  are  called  to  the  assist- 
ance of  the  civil  magistrate,  shall  be 
hanged  for  mnrder,  in  case  they  should 
find  diemselves  under  a  necessary  of  firing 
upon  those  who  violently  attack  or  oppose 
them  in  the  execution  of  their  duty ;  for  If 
this  were  established,  or  supposed  to  be 
eatahlishfd>  m^)m'$i  tb^lduigdoiii,  i| 
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would  not  only  greatly  encourage  tumults, 
and  riotous  assemblies,  but  would  make  it 
impossible  for  the  civil  magistrate  to  sup- 
press them,  or  to  prevent  whatever  mischief 
ihe  ^ry  of  a  mob,  the  malice  of  private 
men,  or,  perkaps  the  desire  of  plunder 
•might  suggest.  Even  the  civil  magistrate 
Jiimself  would  run  the  risque,  eidier  of 
•having  his  brains  knocked  out  by  the  mob, 
or  of  being  afterwards  hanged  by  the  law, 
if  he  should  take  ihe  proper  measures,  or 
give  to  his  assistants  tne  proper  and  the 
only  efiectual  order,  for  defending  them- 
selves and  dispersing  a  riotous  assembly. 
For  this  reason,  as  the  law  permits  the 
carrying  of  fire-arms  to  those  who  are 
called  as  assistants  to  the  civil  magistrate, 
it  must  certainly,  in  some  cases,  allow 
them  to  makethe  proper  use  of  those  arms ; 
and  I  cannot  think  any  case  can  happen 
more  necessary  for  fUlowing  them  that 
liberty,  thanj  when  some  of  them  are 
wounded,  and  their  bones  actually  broke, 
by  the  stones  thrown  at  them  by  the  mob; 
•which  was  the  case  when  that  accident 
happened,  for  which  Porteous  was  con- 
demned to  die,  by  the  sentence  now  under 
our  consideration. 

As  I  take  it  to  be  the  law  of  every  coun-» 
try,  that  neither  the  civil  magistrate,  nor 
■any  of  his  assistants,  shall  be  deemed  guil- 
ty of  murder,  if  they  happen  to  kill  any  of 
those  who  oppose  them,  or  who  assault 
Ihera  in  the  excci^tion  of  their  duty;  so  I 
find,  my  Lords,  this  case  is  particularly 
regulated  in  Scotland,  by  an  act  of  Par- 
liament made  for  that'  purpose,  in  the 
reign  of  James  6,  whereby  it  is  expressly 
/enacted.  That  neither  the  magistrates  nor 
people  of  Edinburgh,  nor  any  person  as- 
sisting them  in  preserving  the  peace,  and 
preventing  riots  or  tumults,  shall  be  prose- 
cuted for  the  wounding  or  killing  of  any 
person  upon  such  occasions;  which  is  an 
act  so  much  adapted  to  the  case'  of  Por- 
teous, that  I  am  surprised  it  was  not  so 
much  as  mentioned  at  his  trial.  Whether 
this  law  was  ever  repealed  by  any  future 
act  of  Parliament,  I  do  not  know  ;  but  if 
itis  stillinforce,  I  am  of  opinion,  it  might 
have  been  pleaded  even  m  bar  of  the  in- 
dictment. 

The  other  objection,my  Lords,  is  against 
that  part  of  this  interlocutory  sentence, 
which  directs,  and  really  confines  the  pri- 
soner, as  to  what  evidence  he  was  to  bring 
for  hi^  vindication.  What  may  be  the 
method  of  such  trials  in  Scotland,  I  do  not 
know ;  but  in  this  country,  it  is  certain  the 
prisoner  la  allowsil.to'  estamine  whatever 
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witnesses  be  pleases  to  call,  and  to  prove 
all  those  facts  and  circumstances  he  may 
think  proper  for  his  justification.  Afler  all 
his  witnesses  have  given  their  evidence,  it 
belongs  to  the  jury  to  consider,  whether 
the  fkcts  and  circumstances  proved,  can 
any  way  tend  to  prove  the  innocence  (^ 
the  person  accused,  or  to  alleviate  the 
crime  laid  to  his  charge ;  but  surely  the 
court  is  not  to  tell  uie  prisoner,  or  the 
jury,  that  he  shall  not  be  allowed  to  exa- 
mine any  witness  as  to  such  a  circum- 
stance, because  it  no  way  relates  to  the 
matter  in  hand ;  for,  sometimes,  by  exa- 
mining a  witness  as  to  i^fact,  seemingly 
very  remote,  another  fact  or  circumstance 
comes  to  light,  by  which  the  innocence  of 
the  person  accused  may  be  made  manifest. 
For  this  reason,  I  must  think  it  a  most 
dangerous  method  of  proceeding,  to  lay 
any  restraint  upon  a  pnsoner,  with  respect 
to  the  points  he  is  to  be  admitted  to  prove 
at  liis  trial ;  and  it  must  be  much  more  so, 
to  confine  him  to  those  ikcts  and  circum- 
stances only  which  happened  at  the  time 
the  crime  he  is  accused  of  was  committed. 
In  the  case  now  before  us,  surely  the  un- 
fortunate prisoner  ought  to  have  been  al- 
lowed to  addtice  what  evidence  he  could, 
with  respect  to  all  circumstances  which 
might  any  way^  relate  to  the  crime  of 
which  he  was  accused,  whether  those  cir- 
cumstances happened  at,  or  before,  or 
after  the  time  tifie  crime  was  said  to  have 
been  committed ;  in  which  case  he  might 
perhaps  have  proved,  that  he  had  express 
orders  from  the  magistrates  to  fire  upon 
the  mob,  if  they  made  the  least  attempt  to 
assault  him  or  his  guard,  or  to  rescue  the 
criminal  from  the  hands  of  justice;  and  if 
he  had  proved  his  having  had  sueh  orders, 
surely  he  ought  not  to  have  suffered  for 
obeying  them ;  for  upon  the  trial  it  was 
fully  proved,  that  both  he  and  his  guard 
were  assaulted,  and  some  of  them  wounded, 
by  the  mob,  before  he  or  any  of  the  sol- 
diers attempted,  or  so  much  as  threatened 
to  fire ;  and,  I  think,  it  appeik-s  upon  the 
trial,  that  a  sort  of  rescue  was  actually 
made ;  for  the  duty  of  the  guard  was  not 
only  to  see  the  criminal  hung  up,  but  to 
see  him  hang  by  the  neck  till  dead;  that 
is,  till  the  executioner  should,  by  order  of 
the  proper  magistrates,  cut  him  down, 
whicn  never  was  done :  the  criminal,  as  ap- 
pears upon  the  trial,  was  cut  down  by  one 
of  the  mob,  and  was  cut  down  before  any 
magistrate  had  given  an  order  for  cutting 
him  down ;  whidi  was  really,  in  my  opi* 
nioD,  a  sort  of  rescue,  and  such  a  rescue  at 
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irouMldnre  juslified  the  guard's  firing  upon 
those  that  were  guilty  of  it,  if  they  had 
proper  orders  for  that  purpose* 

From  what  I  have  saia,  my  Lords,  it 
appears,  that  the  prisoner,  in  this  case,  was 
debarred  the  pnvilege  of  proving  what 
might  have  justified  him  upon  his-  trial ; 
vhich  was,  in  my  opinion,  doing  him  a 
very  great  piece  of  mjustice  in  the  very 
mi  step  of  nis  trial;  and  in  all  the  other 
parts  of  the  trial,  the  proceedings  against 
nioj  seem  to  have  been  carriea  on  with 
ik utmost  rigour;  for,  considering  how 
widely  the  several  witnesses  differ  from 
Ode  another,  and  how  easy  it  is  for  men  to 
mbtake  words  upon  such  an  occasion,  as 
Tel]  as  to  mistake  the  firing  one  piece  for 
the  firing  of  anotlier,  I  must  think  the  jyry 
ihen-ed  him  no  favour  in  their  verdict. 
Howe¥er,as  they  likewise  found  it  proved, 
that  the  pannel  and  his  guard  were  at- 
tacked, dxid  several  of  the  soldiers  bruised 
sad  grounded,  which  was  a  sort  of  special 
Verdict,  they  left  it  to  the  jud^s  to  do  as 
they  thought  fit,  upon  considering  "and 
srguiog  that  special  verdict ;  and  consider- 
ing that  there  was  a  possibility  of  the  cap- 
tin's  being  innocent,  notwithstanding  the 
proof  that  was  against  him,  the  judges 
ought,  1  think,  to  nave  allowed  of  that  at- 
tack or  assault  as  an  excuse,  so  fisur  at  least 
as  to  prevent  his  being  deemed  guUty  of 
murder ;  therefore,  I  hope,  your  lordships 
vjil  agree  to  this  Resolution,  *«  That  Uie 
Trial  and  Condemnation  of  captain  Por- 
ous was  erroneous  in  several  xMUticu* 

The  Argument  against  the  Motion  was 
tt  follows ; 

My  Lords ;  As  lam  convinced  there  was 
BO  seaet  or  mystery  in  any  part  of  the 
trial  now  under  your  consideration,  as  it 
^  a  public,  open  trial,  according  to  the 
Ian  and  the  common  methods  of  proceed- 
H  ia  such  cases  in  that  country,  there- 
»re,  I  believe,  we  have  i^ow  all  tne  lights 
(before  us  whidh  any  future  time  can  dis- 
^er ;  and  I  think  we  ha^e  sufficient  lighte 
'« shewing  us,  that  the  trial  was  reg3ar, 
tod  the  sentence  just,  I  shall  readily 
Bg^  with  the  noble  lord,  that  the  peace 
tod  tianqaillity  of  the  island,  and  the  safe- 
ty of  his  Majes^'s  subjects,  were  venr 
?ttch  concerned  m  the  issue  of  that  trial; 
for  considering  how  full  the  proof  was 
^«t  the  ]^r]8oner,  considering  how  ma- 
Daestly  his  euilt  appeared  to  every  man 
Fesent  at  tne  trial,  if  he  had  been  ac- 
quitted either  by  the  juiy  or  by  the  judges, 


I  do  not  know  but  itmighthave  occasioned 
an  insurrection  in  that  part  of  the  .island; 
and  it  vrould  have  given  occasion  to  every 
hot-headed  officer,  sent  upon  any  com- 
mand, to  have  murdered  his  Majesty's 
subjects,  upon  the  least  afiront  ofiered  to 
him  by  the  populace. 

I  have,  my  Lords,  as  great  an  aversion  to 
mobs,  and  to  all  sorts  of  riotous  proceed- 
ings, as  any  man  can  have,  as  any  man 
ought  to  have ;  and  I  as  heartily  wish  we 
never  had  occasion  to  employ  any  thing 
like  a  military  force  in  the  execution  of 
the  law,  or  in  bringing  any  criminal  to 
condign  punishment;  yet  1  think  the  li- 
berty of  firinff  at  random  upon  any  midti- 
tude  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  is  a  liberty 
which  ought  to  be  most  cautiously  granted, 
and  never  made  use  of  but  in  cases  of  the 
most  absolute  necessity ;  and  in  this  way 
of  thinking  I  am  supported  by  the  whole 
tenor  of  the  laws  or  England.  It  is  now 
three  or  four  hundred  years  since  fire-arina. 
first  became  in  use  among  us,  yet  the  law 
has  never  suffered  them  to  be  made  use  of 
by  the  common  officers  of  justice.  Pikes, 
halberts,  battle-axes,  and  such  like,  are, 
the  only  weapons  that  can  be  made  use.  of 
according  to  law  by  such  officers;  and  the 
reason  is  extremely  plain,  because  with 
such  weapons  they  can  seldom  or  ever 
hurt,  mucn  less  kill,  any^  but  such  as  are^ 
really  opposing  or  assaulting  them ;  whereas^ 
if  you  put  fire-arms  into  tneir  hands,  and 
allow  tnem  to  make  the  proper  use  of  such 
arms,  they  may  as  probably  hurt  or  kill 
the  innocent  as  the  guilty ;  nay  in  cities 
and  towns,  where  such  tumults  generally 
happen,  they  may  kill  people  sitting  in. 
their  own  houses,  or  looking  innocently 
over  their  windows,  which  all  persons  are 
apt  to  do,  but  especially  women  and  chil- 
dren, when  they  near  any  hubbub  or  noise 
in  the  streets;  and  which  was  really  the 
case  in  the  affiur  now  before  us;  for  one 
woman  was  kiUed  in  her  master's  house^ 
by  her  being  unfortunately,  but  innocentiy, 
at  the  win£w  when  the  soldiers  fired. 

For  this  reason,  my  Lords,  I  hope  it  will 
never  belaid  down  as  a  maxun  in  thia 
House,  that  any  party  of  soldiers,  or 
others,  assisting  the  civil  mag^trate,  haa 
a  power  to  fire  at  random  upon  a  midti- 
tude  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  or  in  th# 
streets  of  any  town  or  city ;  or  that  any 
magistrate  has,  in  any  case,  an  unconfined 
power  to  give  them  any  such  orders;  much 
less  to  give  them  orders  to  fire  up<Hi  a  mul* 
titude,  which  was  at  first  lawfiiuy  and  in- 
nocently assembled  together*   .ror  ther« 
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•re  two  8orC9  of  mobs  or  affiembtiet  of  the 
people ;  one  is^  when  a  nmltitade  of  people 
assembles  together  upon  any  lawful  or  m-  , 
Docent  occasion,  and  afterwiards  happens  ' 
to  become  notous;  and  the  other  is,  when 
a  multitude  of  people  assembles  together  ; 
with  a  design  to  commit  some  unlawful  or  j 
wicked  action.     With  respect  to  the  for*  ' 
mer,  the  most  gentle  measure  ought  to  be  i 
ismde  use  of  for  dispersing  them,  because 
man  J   ihnocent  persons  being  inyeigled 
into  the  crowd,  it  maybe  some  time  before  ^ 
they  can  possibly  get  away ;  but,  with  re- ' 
•peot  to  the  latter,  as  all  that  are  assembled 
together  upon  such  an  occasion  must  be  j 
tome  way  guilty,  therefore  more  rough 
and  violent  measures  may  be  made  use  of 
tor  dispersing  them,  and  for  preventing 
the  mischief  they  intended.     But  in  both 
tikete  cases  the  law  is  now  certain  and  in- 
^putable.    Your  lordships  all  know  that 
by  a  late  statiite,  which  is  in  force  in  Scot- 
land as  well  as  England,  the  power  of  the 
^  civil  magistrate,  in  the  case  of  any  mob  or 
liotoOs  assembly,  is  flilly  and  distinctly  re- 

Slated ;  yet  even  by  that  law,  which  I 
ve  often  heard  complained  of  as  a*  law 
not  tolerably  in  a  free  couiltry,  there  is  no 
express  power  given  to  the  magistrate  or 
Us  msistants  to  make  use  of  fire-arms; .  so 
eautious  was  the  legislature,  even  at  that 
(ime,*when  tumults  were  more  frequent 
and  more  dangerous  than  they  are  at  pre- 
aent,  of  giving  a  legal  authority  for  the 
making  use  of^such  weapons.  After  read- 
mg  the  proclamation,  and  after  giving  the 
mob  an  noar's  time  to  disperse  themselves, 
and  to  de]part  to  their  habitations  or  lawful 
business,  the  peace-officers  may  then,  by 
that  law,  seiase  or  disperse  those  who  shall 
afterwards  continue  unlawfiilly  assembled; 
and  if  any  person,  by  resisting  them,  shall 
happen  to  be  killed,  maimed,  or  hurt,  the 
peace-officers  and  their  assicttants  are  in* 
demnified;  but  I  doubt  much  if  a  magis- 
trate would  be  indemnified,  even  by  this 
bw,  should  he  take  ^e  short  way  of  dis- 
pening  a  mob,  by  ordering  his  assistants 
to  fire  among  them,  and  should  thereby 
kill  "^  any  person  who  had  committed  no 
overt  act  of  resistance ;  especially  if  it 
ahoidd  appear,  that  he  had  fired  upon  the 
mob  without' any  necessity  for  so  doing, 
and  even  without  any  ^raordinary  pro- 
vocation. 

In  such  a  case,  my  Lords,  if  the  ma^s* 
frafee^  or  any  of  his  assistants  who  did  hre, 
were  to  be  prosecuted  by  the  laws  of  En  j^» 
bnd,  I  believe  he  would  be  brought  m 
luSty,  at  least  of  mansiaQghter;  aa^  as 
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what  ndeen^edmanslaugliterbythe  laws 
of  England,  is  generally  deemed  murder 
by  the  laws  of  Scotlahd;  and  as  every 
killing  is  deemed  murder  by  the  laws  of 
that  country,  unless  it  happens  by  chance, 
or  se  de/endendof  therefore  the  judges  had 
no  power,  by  the  laws  of  that  country,  to 
add  any  such  exception  as  has  been  men- 
tioned, to  the  interlocutoi^  sentence  ;  nor 
did  the  prisoner  pretend  to  foUi  "^  ' ' 
nocence  or  his  defence  upon 
exception;  for  both  he  and  i 
were  very  well  convinced;  tliei 
pretence  for  such  an  argumen 
of  the  laws  of  his  country, 
respect  to  that  of  king  James  6,  which  was 
mentioned  by  the  reverend  prelate,  I  am 
not  at  all  surprized  it  was  not  pleaded,  or 
so  much  as  mentioned  by  the  counsel  for 
the  prisoner  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  am  rather 
surprized  it  was  not  made  use  of  against 
him;  for  from  that  law  it  appears,  that  his 
firing,  or  giving  orders  to  fare,  was  down- 
right murder.  That  law  was  made  for 
preventing  or  quejlinfir  riots  and  tumults 
within  the  city  of  Edinburgh ;  for  which 
purpose  the  magistrates  of  that  city  are 
enabled,  with  the  king's  allowance,  to  raise 
soldiers  on  pay,  to  use  haouebuts  and  ail 
otherarms  when  they  shall  tnink  expedient; 
and  if  any  person  resisting  the  said  magis- 
trates in  the  quelling  of  any  riot,  shall  be 
hiir}^  or  slain,  the  magistrates  and  their  as- 
sistants are  indemnified;  providing  such 
hurt  or  killing  was  with  long  weapons,  and 
notby  shooting  haquebuts,  or  the  like.  I 
need  not  acquaint  your  lordships,  that  ha- 
quebut  was  the  name  then  used  in  that 
country,  and  formerly  in  this,  for  fire- 
arms; and  that  by  long  weapons  was  meant 
halberts,  battle-axes,  and  such  weapons  as 
are  commonly  used  by  all  assistants  to  of- 
ficers of  justice,  in  that  part  of  the  island 
as  well  as  this.  Thus  your  lordships  see, 
that  killing  with  any  sort  of  fire-arms  was 
expressly  exceptea  out  of  that  law;  and 
therefore  •  that  \^w  was  so  far  from  being 
in  &vour  of  the  prisoner,  that  there  might 
fi-dm  thence  havebeen  drawn  avery  strong 

Tment  against  him. 
know,  mv  Lords,  it  will  be  said,  that 
the  officers  of  Justice  and  their  assistants, 
especially  his  Majesty's  troops,  when  they 
happen  to  be  called  to  the  assistance  of 
the  civil  magistrate,  are  in  a  very  unlucky 
situation,  if  they  are  not  to  be  allowed  to 
make  use  of  the  arms  in  their  hands,  for 
preventing  their  being  knocked  on  the 
tiead  with  stones  and  brick-bats.  This  I 
shall  readily  grant|  and  i  irisb  some  pro* 
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per  regdalHm  were  made  for  the  direction 
and  Mcority  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  army; 
to  ve  iie  worn  to  consider  the  law  be  it 
ttuds  at  present ;  and  as  the  law  now 
stands  in  England,  as  well  as  Scotland,  if 
an  innoooitpeTBon  suffers  death  hj  firing, 
espedaDy  it  that  firing  was  before  any 
prodamation  read,  the  person  that  fireij^ 
and  be  who  gave  him  orders  to  fire, 
migbt  both  be  prosecuted  for  murder; 
I  aoi  afraid  neither  of  them  would 
bveamespurce  but  in  the  King's  mercy. 
The  sdUers  may,  upon  such  occasions, 
make  oaeof  their  screwed  bayonets  for  dis- 
perang  orseizing  the  rioters ;  by  so  doing 
thej  can  burt  none  but  those  that  resist 
them;  but  I  would  not  advise  them  to  fire, 
unless  they  should  find  themselves  in  very 
great  danger  of  being  overpowered,  and 
perhaps  murdered  by  the  mob. 

As  for  the  objection  against  this  interlo- 
cutory sentence,  it  is  founded  entirely,  my 
Lords,  upon  the  method  of  proceeding, 
and  may  be  an  objection  against  the  laws 
of  that  country,  but  can  be  no  objection 
against  this  trial  in  particular,  in  that 
country  the  prisoner  has  a  copy  of  his  libel 
or  indictment  delivered  to  nun,  and  has 
time  allowed  him  to  consider  and  consult 
whfa  his  lawyers,  what  defence  he  thinks 
proper  to  nuuce.  These  defences  are  afler- 
vards  considered  by  the  court,  and  if  they 
observe  any  fiurts  that  can  any  manner  of 
vaj  contribute  towards  his  justification, 
he  is  allowed  process  of  summoning  wit- 
nesses to  prove  such  of  them  as  are 
<ieoied  by  the  prosecutors;  but  if  they  be 
«ich  aa  can  no  manner  of  way  contri- 
hote  towards  his  justification,  or  such  as 
are  admitted  by  the  prosecutors,  he  is  not 
•floired  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  court 
vith  impertinent  or  needless  examinations; 
^  the  reason  of  this  is,  because  the  exa- 
Bioatioii  of  witnesses  is  in  that  country 
carried  on  in  a  more  tedious,  but  a  much 
Oiore  certain  and  solemn  manner  than  in 
thk.  The  evidence  of  every  witness  is 
ta^  down  in  writing  by  the  clerks  at  th^ 
^le,  and  after  he  has  been  fully  examined 
oA  aois-examined,  his  evidence  is  read 
over  to  him,  and  he  must  sign  or  put  his 
ttrk  to  it,  in  order  that  it  may  remain  as 
arecord  against  him,  in  case  it  should  ever 
f^^ards  awear  that  he  had  wilfully  per- 
JQied  himseffin  the  least  article  of  his  evi- 
<^^  Though  this  method  carries  along 
*i^  it  ft  great  security  against  perjury,  yet 
tthaa  hud  the  criminal  courts  there  under 
ineceaitr  of  reitiaining  the  prisoner,  and 
^^B&ung  W  to  the  proving  of  tboie  fiMts 


that  are  material,  and  denied  by  the  pro- 
secutor; but  this  can  never  be  any  disad- 
vantage to  a  prisoner,  or  to  a  person  in- 
dicted, unless  the  court  should  exclude 
him  firom  proving  what  was  really  material ; 
and  if  the  court  should  do  any  such  thing, 
the  jury  would  probably  consider  it  in  their 
verdict. 

This  method  of  proceeding,  my  Lordfl» 
may  perhaps  appear  a  little  extraordinary 
to  most  or  your  lordships,  who  have  al- 
ways been  accustomed  to  a  different  me- 
thod ;  but  this  method  has  certainly  some 
advantages,  which  the  method  observed  in 
this  country  has  not ;  and  let  this  method 
j  be  good  or  bad,  it  is  the  method  of  pro- 
ceeding established  by  the  laws  of  that 
country,  which  cannot  be  altered  by  any 
court,  or  by  any  judge.  If  it  could 
be  said,  that  the  court  of  justiciary 
in  Scofland  had  debarred  Porteous  from 
proving  any  facts  he  desired  leave  to 
prove,  some  objection  might  then  be 
madfe  to  the  trial ;  but  the  truth  is,  aa 
will  appear  upon  the  face  of  the  trial,  there 
was  not  any  net  he  desired  leave  to  prove^ 
but  what  was  either  admitted  by  the  pro« 
secutors,  or  he  was  admitted  to  prove; 
and  particularly  as  to  his  having  h&d  pre- 
vious orders  from  the  magistrates,  all  he 
contended  was,  that  he  had  orders  front 
the  magistrates  to  make  his  guard  charge 
with  shot,  and  even  to  fire  among  the  mob 
in  case  of  resistance ;  and  he  did  not  so 
much  as  desire,  nor  was  there  any  occasion  ' 
for  his  desiring  leave  to  prove  this  fact, 
because  it  was  admitted  by  the  prosecutors 
in  their  pleadings,  and  was  hkewise  ad- 
mitted in  their  printed  information ;  nay, 
there  was  not  any  one  fact,  nor  any  cir- 
cumstance in  his  behaviour,  either  before 
or  after  the  committing  of  that  crime,  upon 
which  he  could  pretend  to  lay  the  least 
stress  with  respect  to  his  vindication,  but 
what  was  cither  admitted  by  the  prosecu- 
tors, or  he  was  admitted  to  prove ;  so  that 
I  am  surprized  to  hear  it  so  much  as  insi- 
nuated, that  the  least  injustice  was  done 
him  in  this  respect.  On  the  contrary,  by 
the  whole  tenor  of  the  trial,  it  appears  he 
rested  his  innocence  intirely  upon  a  flat 
denial  that  he  either  fired,  or  gave  orders 
to  fire. 

And  now,  my  Lords,  with  respect  to  the 
Jury,  I  must  think  it  a  little  hard ;  I  be- 
lieve it  is  not  usual  for  your  lordships  to 
pass  any  censure  upon  the  verdictof  twelve 
men  delivered  upon  oath.  Besides,  these 
twelve  men  were  all  eithjer  gentlemen,  or 
substantial  merchants  or  tradesmen ;  the/ 
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were  mene  of  Cbc  mob,*  nor  were  ihero  teir 
tdegmeii  among  (hem :  they  have  no  such 
thing  m  that  coiintry;  whaa  it  cooaefi 
to  a  centkmai^'s  tarn  to  attend  upoa  a 
Wff  be  must  attend ;  he  cannot  ekcuie 
nimBelf  by  giving  a  shilling  or  half  a 
frown  to  the  sheriff's  officer,  Theae 
gentlemen  were,  perhaps,  personally  ac- 
gaainted  with  many  of  me  witnesses,  some 
of  them  were  oerhaps  themselves  at  die 
execiitioni  ana  therefore  it  must  be  al- 
lowed, Uiey  were  better  judges  what  credit 
was  to  be  given  to  the  several  witnesses, 
than  8BV  of  your  lordships  can  be.  It  was 
positively  affirmed  by  several  witnesses, 
thai  they  saw  Poiteuus  fire ;  it  was  posi- 
tively affirmed  by  several  others,  that  they 
neard  him  give  orders  to  his  guard  to  fire; 
O^er  witnesses  said,  they  did  not  see  him 
fire,  and  thatthey  heard  him  call  to  his  men 
pot  to  £re*  Both  these  mi^ht  haVe  been 
true  ;  but  suppose  they  comd  not,  surely, 
die  gendemen  of  the  j  ury  were  better  judgei 
which  side  they  ouj^ht  to  give  credit  to, 
than  a<iy  Lord  of  this  House  can  now  pre- 
tend to  be ;  and  dieir  having  broiu^ht  im 
a  special  verdict,  is  to  me  a  fim  proof  they 
frere,  what  every  jury  ought  to  be,  altoge* 
ther  impartial. 

But,  my  Lords,  from  this  siiecial  verdict 
I  find  an  occasion  is  tj^en  to  find  faOlt 
with  the  severity  of  the  sentence*  I  should 
be  glad  to  know  from  those  noble  lords, 
who  haye  found  fault  with  this  sentence, 
what  they  think  the  judges  might  have 
done?  for,  in  my  opinion,  they  could  do 
nothing  but  what  they  liave  done.  I  have 
told  your  lordships,  we  have  no  such  thing 
as  manslaughter  m  Scodand;  the  jury,  by 
their  verdict,  had  found  the  prisoner  guilty 
of  killing  and  wounding  a  great  many  of 
his  Mijesty's  subjects,  but  that  he  had 
been  provoked  by  the  throwing  of  stones, 
by  which  some  of  his  men  were  wounded. 
What  could  the  judges  do  in  this  case? 
They  must  either  determine,  that  the  kill- 
ing was  murder,  or  they  must  have  said  it 
was  se  defendendof  oi*  by  chance :  no  law 
in  the  world  could  have  justified  diem  in 
determinine,  that  the  prisoner  had  killed 
these  people  by  chance,  or  se  de/endendo ; 
theretorc  they  were  obliged  to  determine  it 
was  murder,  and  to  pass  sentence  accord- 
ingly: *  They  might  perhaps  have  recom'* 
mended  htm  to  the  crown  as  a  proper  object 
of  mercy ;  but  I  do  not  find  toey  did,  and 
I  must  beg  leave  to  lay,  I  do  not  think  they 
had  any  reason  to  do  so;  for  thoaeh  I 
would  go  as  far  as  any  man,  in  justi^ing 
wvfficerlbr  executing  Iusardei»»andi)er» 


foitning  hisduty  with  courage  and  resohi* 
tion :  yet,  in  our  own  dominions,  and  among 
ouTownsubjeetSf  except  in  cases  of  an  open 
lebellion,  I  think  a  great  tenderness  oi^ht 
to  be  shewn  towards  the  people :  I  ain  sura 
a  moi  of  real  courage  always  will ;  ani 
though  the  unfortunate  man,  whose  trial 
is  under  our  consideration,  is  now  dead,  yet 
1  cannot  help  saying,  that  upon  the  occa* 
sion  for  which  he  was  afterwards  con* 
demned  to  die,  he  behaved  more  like  ft 
madman  than  like  a  prudent  and  brave 
officer. 

I  shall  not  pretend,  my  Lords,  to  justify 
every  part  of  the  law  of  Scodand,  or  every 
mediod  they  have  of  proceeding  in  their 
courts  of  jusdce.  There  is  not,  there 
never  was,  I  beh'eve,  a  body  of  laws  in  the 
world,  against  which  a  great  many  objec* 
dons  may  not  be  made.  In  every  coua* 
try,  the  inhabitants  are  apt  to  extol  the 
justice  and  perfecdon  of  their  own  laws.; 
and  those  who  are  of  a  different  country 
are  sometimes  apt  to  mistake  the  greatest 
beauties  for  great  imperfections.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  understand  the  law  of  diii 
country,  it  is  none  of  my  business ;  but  I 
thmk  I  could  point  out  several  imperfect 
tions ;  I  shall  only  mention  one,  which  I 
really  take  to  be  not  only  an  imperfectiooi 
but  an  absurdity.  By  the  Jaw  ol*  this  king* 
dom,  if  a  rich  man  is  convicted  of  felony, 
the  sheriff  is  to  be  a  great  gainer  by  his 
convicdon;  he  may  perhaps  acquire  an 
opulent  fortune  by  such  conviction,  and 
yet  that  vpry  sheriff  is  the  man  who  is  tp 
name  the  jury  who  are  to  try  him,  and 
may  name  such  persons  as  he  thinks  fit. 
According  to  this  miethod,  a  rich  ma^  mwa 
take  great  care  never  to  be  indicted  for 
felony,  or  at  least  never  to  let  it  come  to  a 
trials  however  false  and  nuUcious  the  pro- 
secudon  may  appear  to  be ;  for  if  he  shouki 
allow  it  to  come  to  a  trial,  I  thinkbe  stands 
more  than  an  equal  chance  of  having  a 
verdict  against  him ;  because  as  soon  as 
that  verdict  b  retumctl,  the  sheriffbecomes 
his  heir,  or  at  least  his  executor,  and  waf 
immediately  take  possession  of  hfa  personal 
estate.  I  could  mention  many  other  in* 
pcrfecdons,  and  perhaps  errors,  in  the  law 
of  England;  and  I  do  not  doubt  but  there 
are  as  many  in  the  kw  of  Scotland ;  bat 
neither  the  one  nor  the  odier  oli^  lobe 
altered  in  any  anaterial  point,  without  very 
mature  consideration ;  otherwiae  we  may 
happen  to  create  two  new  trnperfeotions 
foreveryoneofthe  old  we  attempt  to  re- 
move. The  la^s  of  Scotland,  npiM  wfaidi 
ibe  un&rtuionta  maoi  wbaae  taaaisj 
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Mykevrdnr;  tbe  methodi  ttf  proceed- 
fagybjvlueklie  was  trifdy  may  be  severe: 
hat  ndk  m  they  are,  they  were  then,  and 
tie  stiO,  tbe  laws  of  tllat  country,  according 
to  which  the  judges  were  bound  by  their 
otth  to  proceed  and  determine ;  therefore 
if  TOOT  tocdshipa  coAeto  any  resolution 
nliliiig  to  that  trial,  your  resolutioh  ought 
in  m^  opinion,  to  be.  That  it  was  regular 
and  just;  and  sach  a  resolution  will,!  am 
me,  contribute  more  to  the  peace  and 
Innquillity  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  Uie 
lifety  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  than  any 
ecanue  yoq  can  put  upon  it. 

As  this  motion  was  not  much  insisted 
ca,  theie  was  not  any  thing  said  by  way 
iif  Reply,  nor  any  dvrision  upon  it.  The 
cUef  Speakers  for  the  motion,  were  lord 
Cutcret,  lord  Bathurst,  the  earl  of  Win- 
diehta,  aid  the  lord  Level.  The  Lord 
ChaDcdl<w  and  the  bishop  of  Salisbury 
ipoke  against  the  Trial,  but  thought  they 
liad  not  suiRcient  lights  to  pass  any  cen- 
nre  upon  it;  and  the  chief  Speakers 
•giinst  the  motion,  and  in  favour  of  the 
Trial,  were  the  lord  Hervey,  the  earl  of 
Fmlafter,  the  earl  of  Isla,  the  duke  of  Ar- 
gyle,  and  the  earl  of  Scarborough. 

May  2.  The  three  Judges  li^ore^men- 
tioDed,bemg  arrived  from  Scotland,  ac- 
coniing  to  order,  there  arofte  a  auestion  in 
•ke  House  of  Peers,  whether  they  ought 
to  be  f3caiiMBed  at  the  bar,  at  the  table,  or 
vpon  the  wool-sacks ;  which  question  was 
Wated  for  seme  time  on  Iriday,  April 
29;  bat  the  earl  of  Ida  having  proposed, 
tint  the  House  should  resolve  itself  into  a 
<)"mmttee,  to  search  precedents  in  relation 
to  that  question,  the^  same  was  agreed  to, 
*ml  it  was  rescued,  that  the  House  would 
^  day  resolve  itself  into  the  said  Com- 
mittee; and  accordingly,  ttte  House  being 
resolved  into  the  said  committee,  the  ques- 
tioQwasi^am  fully  debated.  The  argu- 
^nents  for  examining  them  at  the  table,  or 
I  the  Wocrf-sacks,  were  to  the  following 


My  Lords ;  As  I  was  not  one  of  those 
jonh  who  desired  the  attendance  of  any 
j*^  or  judges  fram  Scotland,  I  cannot 
wrtainly  tell  what  was  the  true  meaning  of 
tlJ«r  being  ordered  to  attend ;  but  as  no 
ttqoiiy  has  been  made  into  any  part  of 
tWi  conduct,  as  no  resolution  of  the  Com- 
»ittee  fteeined  to  be  directed  against  any  of 
ti^em,  I  cannot  diink  they  were  called 
^i  or  meant  to  be  called  up,  as  per- 
toj  goilhr  of  any  crime  or  misdemeanor; 
M  tt  i^}md  vuMdtg  to  do  with  any 


thing  ^hal  happened  when  Vovteeoa  eoQu 
mitled  thai  crsne  for  which  he  was  con- 
demned to  die,  nor  with  any  thing  that 
happened  at  the  time  that  unfortunate  man 
was  murdered,  I  cannot  thmk  they  were 
called  up  as  witnesses  in  aify  part  of  thaA 
afiair :  therefore  I  must  suppose  the  onlf 
reason  for  desiring  their  attendance  po^ 
ceeded  from  the  authentic  copy  of  ror- 
teous's  trial  now  upon  your  tid>le.  I  sup- 
pose, from  that  triak,  some  doubts  and  din- 
culties  had  occurred  to  yourlord^hips  with 
regard  to  the  laws  of  Scotland,  and  the 
judicial  proceedings  of  the  supreme  couft 
T>f  justiciary  in  that  country;  and  that 
therefore  you  desired  the  attendance  of 
those  three  judges,  in  order  to  resolve 
those  doubts,  and  remove  those  difBcul- 
tiea. 

If  this  be  the  case,  my  Lords,  1  must 
think  you  can  ask  those  judges  no  ques- 
tions, nor  can  they  answer  any  questipns, 
tiU  they  are  brought  mto  the  House  in  a 
regular  manner,  and  placed  according  to 
their  rank  upon  the  .wool-sacks.  I  am 
indeed  surprized,  thaf  no  regulation  for 
this  purpose  was  made  by  the  articles  of 
the  Union,  and  1  am  as  much  surprieed 
to  £tnd  we  have  continued  for  so  many 
years  without  making  such  a  regulation ; 
for  as  the  laws  of  Scotland  are  very  di^ 
rent  from  those  of  England,  there  is  as 
great  a  necessity  for  this  House's  being  al- 
ways provided  with  the  attendance  of 
some,  at  least,  of  die  Scotch  judges^  as 
there  is  for  our  having  some  of  the  English 
judges  always  among  us.  In  this  House, 
laws  are  to  be  passed  relating  to  Scotland 
as  well  as  England;  in  this  House,  ap- 
peals in  all  causes  from  Scotland  as  well  as 
England,  are  to  be  ultimately  and  finfldly 
determined;  in  this  House,  a  peer  of  Scot- 
land may  come  to  be  tried  for  a  crime  com- 
mitted in  Scotland,  and  for  which  he  is  to 
be  tried  according  to  the  laws  of  Scotland; 
nay,  in  this  House  we  may  have  occasion 
to  pass  laws  for  regulating  the  ccmrts  of 
justice  in  Scotland ;  and  how  we  can  justly 
and  conscientiously  answer  either  of  these 
purposes,  without  having  some  of  the 
Scotch  judges  amon^  us,  is  what  I  can 
no  way  comprehend.  It  is  true,  we 
have  at  present,  we  have  had  ever  since 
the  Union,  some  of  the  sixteen  repre- 
sentatives of  the  peerage  of  Scotland, 
who  are,  or  have  b«en,  great  masters  of 
the  laws  of  their  own  country,  as  we»  aa 
of  the  laws  of  many  other  countries;  but 
this  is  a  good  fortune  we  are  far  from  being 
sure  of.    We  may  have  sate^  feeir§6»0 
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iip  from  Scotland,  not  one  of  whom  may 
Jmow  more  of  the  laws  of  Scotland,  than 
most  of  us  can  pretend  to  know  of  the 
lawa  of  England ;  and  in  that  case,  I  should 
be  glad  to  know,  how  it.  would  be  possible 
for  us  to  nroceed  upon  or  determine  any 
affiur  which  required  a  thorough  know- 
ledge, or  at  least  a  full  information,  as  to 
ihe  laws  of  that  country? 
.  From,  this  consideration,  my  Lords,  I 
really  think  it  inconsistent  with  the  dignity 
of  this  House,  and  with  the  honour  and 
character  of  our  proceedings,  not  tohave  Uie 
attendance  of  some  of  the  Scotch  judges, 
in  order  to  give  us  proper  lights,  and  such 
as  may  be  oependea  on;  into  the  laws  and 
customs  of  that  country ;  for  surely,  no 
man  can  form  a  good  opinion  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  any  assembly,  where  the  mem- 
bers determine  without  either  knowledge 
or  information ;  and  for  this  reason,  I  am 
surprized  this  afiair  was  not  particularly 
thought  of,  and  expressly  regulated,  at  the 
time  the  Union  was  concluded.  If  it  had 
been  thought  of  at  that  time,  I  believe 
there  is  no  doubt  fb  be  made,  but  that  the 
judges  from  Scotland,  appointed  or  or- 
dered to  attend  this  House,  would  have 
had  places  assigned  them  on  the  wool- 
sacks, next  to  the  ludges  of  the  same  rank 
in  England;  and  though  this  affair  was  at 
that  time  neglected  to  be  expressly  and 
particularly  regulated,  yet  it  is  an  affair, 
which  I  think,  the  people  of  Scotland  may 
insjst  on  from  the  general  terms  of  the 
Union  ;    and  it  is  an  affiur,  which,  in  my 

S)inion,'your  lordships  cannot  well  refbse. 
y  the  articles  of  Union  it  is  expressly 
stipulated,  that  there  shall  be  but  one  par- 
liament for  tliis  united  kingdom,  and  that 
the  subjects  shal]  have  a  communication  of 
all  advantages,  except  where  otherwise 
agreed  in  the  articles  of  Union.  Is  it 
not  a  great  advantage  to  the  people  of 
England,  to  h^e  their  learned  judges  al- 
ways present  in  this  House,  in  order  to 
^ive  us  that  information,  which  is  necessary 
in  all  cases  where  a  doubt  arises  about  the 
established  laws  and  customs  of  England? 
If  this  be  an  advantage,  as  it  certainly  is, 
the  people  of  Scotland  have  a  good  title  to 
claim  the  same  advantage,  and  to  insist 
upon  having  some  of  their  judges  likewise 
present  in  parliament  for  the  same  neces- 
sary purpose.  This  is  an  advantage,  I  say, 
they  have  a  good  title,  from  these  genei^ 
words,  to  claim;  because  it  is  no  way  ex- 
cepted by  any  article  of  the  Union;  and, 
US  every  honour  is  an  advantage,  they  have 

i  ligbt  to  claim^  th^t  tlie  wqc  hopours. 


the  same  respect,  may  be  shewn  bj  this 
House  to  the  judges  of  Scotland^  as  axe 
shewn  to  the  iud^s  of  England,  except 
that  <mly  of  allowmg  a  prerarence  to  the 
latter,  with  respect  to  their  respective  ranks 
or  degrees. 

As  this  House  has,  ever  since  the  Uni<Mi, 
had  the  good  fortune  to  be  supplied,  from 
time  to  time,  witli  noble  lorcts,  eminent 
for  their  knowledge  and  experience  in   the 
laws  of  their  country,  who  happened  to  be 
of  the.  sixteen  chosen  to  represent  the 
peerage  of  Scotland,  it  has  prevented  our 
taking  notice  of  this  defect  in  the  Union; 
and  it  has  prevented  the  people  of  Scot- 
land's laying   claim  to  lliat  advantage, 
which  they  certainly,  in  my  (pinion,  have 
atiUe  to  claim;    it  has  even  prevented 
their  beingsensible  of  any  want  in   this 
respect.     This,   my   Lorda,   contributes 
greatly  to  the  honour  of  some  lords  we 
have  had  among  us  from  that  country, 
and  likewise  to  the  honour  of  some  we 
have  still  the  happiness  to  have  among  us ; 
for  I  must  do  so  much  justice  to  some  of 
the  noble  lords  oi  that  country  we  have 
now  among  us,  as  to  say,  that  I  believe  we 
stand  now  as  little  in  heed  of  information 
from  the  learned  Judges  of  Scotland,  as 
ever  we  did  in  any  former  parliament ;  but 
this  advantage  must  of  course  cease  in  a 
generation  or  two;  for,' as  no  new  title  of 
honour- can  be  gran  ted  in  ScotUmd,  we  can 
expect  few  or  no  lawyers  from  that  country 
in  the  very  next  age.    I  believe  your  lord* 
ships  are  all  sensible,  we  should  be  often 
at  a  great  loss,  even  widi  respect  to  the 
laws  of  England,  if  we  had  no  learned   ^ 
judges  to  have  recourse  to,  nor  any  peers 
who  had  been  raised  to  the  honour  of   | 
peerage,  on  account  of  their  profound  sidll 
and  experience  in  thelawsof  their  country; 
and  from  thence  your  lordships  must  see 
how  necessary  it  will  probably  be  for  this 
House,  in  future  times,  to  have  always 
some  of  the  learned  judges  in  Scotland  at* 
tending.    This  is  the  first  time  any  of  them 
have  ever  been  called  to  attend,  it  is  th« 
first  time  it  has  ever  been'  thought  neces- 
sary to  ask  them  any  questions ;    and  if 
vour  lordships  oblige  them  now  to  attend,    | 
If  you  think  proper  to  ask  them  any  ques* 
tions,  I  hope  you  will  shew  them  the  same    | 
honours,  the  same  respect,  you  would  do 
to  the  judges  of  any  of  the  courts  of 
Westminster-hall,  if  they  shouldbe  ordered 
to  attend  for  the  like  purpose. 

To  put  this  matter  in  a  clear  ligh^  fp^^ 
me  leave,  my  Lords,  to  suppose  a  Wnt  w 
Error  brought  into  this  Hqm^  icva^^  *    ' 
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the  coarii  in  Westnunster-haU,  from  the 
court  of  KiDg'apbench,  for  example ;  sup* 
poK  upon  feeing  the  case,  Tarious  doubts 
and  scruples  shoiud  occur  to  some  of  your 
lordshipi,  vith  regard  to  the  laws  relating 
to  that  particular  case,  and  with  regard  to 
the  proceedings  below,  for  the  clearing  up 
of  which,  you  should  desire  to  ask  the 
judges  Bome  questions,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose shodd  order  them  to  attend  tX  the 
Wing;  surely,  jrou  would  not  call  them 
to  die  bar,  you  would  desire  them  to  at- 
tend only  in  their  places  upon  the  wool- 
sacks. Agam,  suppose  thia  very  ai&ir  of 
Perteous  had  happened  at  Newcastle  in- 
stead of  Edinburgh;  suppose  he  had  been 
tried  and  condemned  by  the  judges  upon 
the  assises  there ;  and,  suppose,  you  should 
nder  the  judges,  by  whom  he  was  con- 
(femnedyto  attend,  in  order  to  answer  some 
qnestions,  and  to  explain  some  doubts,  re- 
kiog  to  hia  trial  and  condemnation,  would 
jour  lordships  order  them  to  attend  at 
the  bar  I  No,  my  Lords,  you  could  not ; 
jDu,  at  least,  would  not  desire  their  at- 
tendance any  where,  but  in  their  usual 
ts  upon  the  wool-sacks.  Therefore, 
a  parity  of  reason,  if  your  lordships 
desire  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of 
psticiaiy  m  Scotland,  which  is  the  same 
with  the  court  of  Kin^s  bench  in  £ng- 
kad;  I  say,  if  you  desu^  those  judges  to 
intend,  if  you  desire  to  ask  them  any  ques* 
tioDs;ilxnit  the  laws  and  customs  of  Scot- 
ia you  ought  first,  in  my  opinion,  to 
tske  the  prcper  method  for  giving  them 
tbeplsces  clue  to  them  upon  the  wool- 
tacb  in  order  that  they  may  from  thence 
answer  such  questions,  as  you  have  a  mind 
to  pat  to  them ;  for,  if  they  should  answer 
fiestions  from  any  other  place,  I  am 
i^  Che  greatest  part  of  their  country- 
fflcn  will  be  apt  to  say,  they  have  done 
^  I  shall  not  chuse  to  express. 

But  now,  my  Lords,  suppose  the'judges 
JOQ  have  called  up,  are  not  to  have  any 
<||i^0Da  put  to  them  as  judges,  but  that 
"Wf  are  to  be  examined  as  witnesses,  in 
yrow  to  see  if  they  can  give  you  any  light 
into  the  affiiir  now  depending  before  you ; 
J%  88  judges  of  one  of  the  supreme 
jwrti  of  Scotland,  and,  consequeptly,  as 
ittTij^  a  right  to  be  within  the  House, 
tb^  ought  to  be  examined  at  your  table, 
*nich  ia  the  place,  I  believe,  where  the 
j^es  of  England  would  be  examined,  if 
^  were  to  give  evidence  in  any  affiur 
Wore  you ;  for  it  appears  upon  your 
J^'*'"^  that  in  the  year  1689,two  eentle- 
<^  had  the  honour  of  being  examined  at 


jrour  table,  though  they  were  boC  thm^ 
judges,  but  oidy  because  they  had  been 
judges,  and,  as  such,  had  had  places  within 
the  House.  For  this  reason,  the  gentle-^ 
men  who  are  attehding  by  your  order,  if 
they  are  to  be  examined  as  wi^esses, 
ought,  I  think,  to  be  examined  at  the 
table ;  it  is  what,  in  my  opinion,  they  have' 
a  right  to  insist  on  by  the  articles  of  the 
Union  between  the  two  nations,  which  I 
hope  vour  lordships  will  never  break 
through,  in  the  most  trifling  circumstance, 
without  the  unanimous  consent  of  both. 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  no  encroachment 
will  ever  be  made  in  tiiis  House  upon  the 
right  of  any  private  man ;  I  hope  the 
meanest  subject  will  always  be  able  to  sue 
with  success  in  this  House,  for  any  rigfar 
or  priviie^  he  can  shew  a  just  claim  to ; 
but  the  ri^ht  now  in  dispute  before  yooT 
lordships,  is  not  the  right  of  a  private  man, 
nor  is  it  a  right  of  a  private  nature;  it  ie 
the  right  of  a  whole  people^  it  is  the  right 
of  a  nation  once  free  and  independent,  and, 
it  is  a  right  stipulated  by  one  of  the  most 
public  and  most  solemn  contracts  that  waa 
ever  made ;  a  contract  which  on  our  parts, 
we  are  obliged  to  observe  and  fulfil  with 
the  greatest  nicety,  because  the  people  of 
Scotland  trusted  entirely  to  our  honour  for 
a  faithful  oerformance ;  a  submitting  to  be 
l^vemed  Dy  one  and  the  same  parliament, 
in  which  they  knew  we  would  a^ays  have 
a  ^reat  majority,  was  really  in  tEeix  subv 
mitting  every  thing  to  our  honour;  and  I 
hope,  they  shall  never  have  the  least  oc-« 
cation  to  repent  of  the  confidence  they 
have  reposeu  in  us.  For  this  reason,  in 
all  cases,  where  the  rights  or  the  privil^esi 
of  the  people  of  Scotland,  by  virtue  of  the 
articles  of  Union,  come  to  be  questioned,  I 
shall  always  have  a  strong  biass  in  tiieir 
favour,  especially  when  the  matter  in  ques* 
tion  relates  to  a  piece  of  mere  ceremony. 
But  in  the  present  case,  I  must  think,  there- 
can  be  properly  no  question ;  for,  whether  * 
the  judges  of  Scotland  ought  to  be  in  this  . 
House  as  assistants,  to  give  their  opinions 
upon  such  matters  of  law,  as  may  arise  in 
the  course  of  our  proceedings,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  judges  of  England  do,  inT  a 

auestion,  I  think,  determin^  not  only  by 
\e  articles  of  Union,  but  by  the  very  na^ 
ture  of  the  thing  itself;  because^  while 
Scotland  continues  to  be  governed  by  laws 
different  from  England,  it  will  be  imposn- 
ble  for  us  to  do  eur  duty  without  such  as« 
sistance. 

My  Lords,  as  nothing  contributed  more 
than  the  Union  between  the  two  kingdoms^ 
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Unrtffdi  aeciniBgthd  Pvoleittnt 
IB  the  present  iSuetriouft.  fusdiy^  so  thttw 
i^  aolhiiig  cm  contributft  more  to  the  pre- 
semtioa  of  that  sucoesaon,  than  the  ren- 
df  liog  that  Unicm  eveiy  day  more  firm'aiid 
imlterable ;  :virhtch  can  no  way  be  done 
iBore  effectuallyy  than  by  cdmentiog  the 
people  by  an  unioa  ia  hearts  and  afifec- 
turns,  as  wdl  as  an  union  established  by 
law.  While  we  have  such  a  niajoriUr  in 
bolb  Houses  of  Parltameiity  the  people  of 
Scotland  will  alwairs  find  it  impossible  to 
break  through  or  dissolve  the  l^al  Unioa 
that  subsists  between  us ;  but,  if  we  should 
ever  make  use  6f  that  majority,  which  I 
hope  we  never  shall,  to  break  Uirough  or 
encroach  upon  those  articles  which  have 
been  stipulated  between  us,  the  legal  Union 
will  be  of  little  force,  it  will  only  serve  to 
make  them  desperate,  and  to  run  the 
nsque  even  of  their  own  perdition,  in  order 
to  rid  themselves  of  the  yoke  they  groan 
ixsder.  They  will  be  apt  to  ascribe  to  the 
present  royal  fiunily  all  the  ills  they  feel, 
or  imagine  they  feel ;  and  if  they  should 
unanimously  join  in  a  contrary  interest, 
ve  know  they  would  be  supported  by  a 
numerous  party  in  this  part  of  the'  island, 
as  well  as  by  a  powerful  party  beyond  seas ; 
for  which  reason  we  ought  to  take  all  pos- 
sible care,  not  to  give  them  any  just  ground 
of  complaint;  we  ought  even  to  avoid  a 
measure  which  may  be  made  use  of  by  the 
enemies  of  the  government,  for  sowing 
discontent  and  disaffection  in»  that  part  of 
the  island.  The  minds  of  the  people  in 
that  country,  are  at  present  in  great  agita- 
tion ;  the  bringing  up  of  so  many  gentle- 
men, .  on  account  of  a  murder  committed 
by  the  very  dregs  of  the  people,  must  give 
tnem  a  good  deal  of  concern ;  and,  we 
may  suppose  that  every  man's  attention  is 
fixed  upon  the  behaviour  of  this  House 
towards  their  judges :  If  we  treat  them 
with  any  seemingdisrespect ;  ifwetreatthem 
^  any  manner  different  from  that,  in  which 
die  judffes  of  England  would  be  treated 
upon  a  like  occasion,  I  am  afraid  the  peo- 
ple in  general  will  look  on  it  as  an  indig- 
nity offered  to  the  whole  nation,  and  as  a 
violation  of  the  articles  of  Union ;  therefore 
I  hope  your  lord^ips  will  not  examine 
them  at  all,  or  examme  them  in  a  manner 
to  which  no  exception  can  be  taken. 

As  I  am  not  of  that  country,  I  have 

.  spoke  with  the  more  freedom  in  this  debate, 

bocaaoe  I  think  I  cannot  be  suspected  of 

prejudice  or  partiality.    If  1  have  any,  I 

k  is  epon  tbat  side,  on  which  I 

»r  own  hoDow  and  4ha  honour  of 
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my  country  most  deeply  voocemsd,  whici 
I  take  to  be  in  a  most  exact  observance 
not  only  of  the  words,  but  of  the  spirit  an^ 
inleotion  of  the  articles  of  Union.  W< 
contracted  together  as  nations  quite  inde^ 
pendent  of  one  another,  and  by  the  wh(A 
tenor  of  the  contract  it  qipeais,  that  th4 
subjects  of  both  kingdoms  are  entitled  U 
eaiial  honours,  privileges,  and  advantages 
We  hftve  no  pretence  to  any  pre-emmence 
but  only  that  these  of  any  mnk  in  Engi 
land  shall  have  the  precedence  of  those  si 
the  same  rank  in  Scothmd.  This  thej 
have  always  since  the  Union  allowed  u^ 
and  I  hope  we  shall  never  dispute  ooDflri 
ring  upon  any  gentleman  of  rank  in  Seel 
land,  those  marks  of  bonomr  or  respect 
which  are  bestowed  upon  gentlemen  <M 
the  same  rank  in  England.  I  shell  ncM 
pretend  to  prescribe  to  your  loidsbips  whsl 
method  you  are  to  take  for  coniertin^ 
those  maritt  of  honour  or  respect ;  as  tlM 
judges  of  England  sit  here  by  virtue  oftli< 
King's  writ,  I  should  think  the  most  rei 
guiar  way  would  be,  to  address  his  Maje^ 
ty  to  order  such  writs  to  be  issued,  as  maj 
lie  thought  proper,  for  enabling  tfae  thre^ 
Scotch  judges  now  attending  by  your  lord; 
ships  order,  to  come  and  take  their  pl8€S{ 
upon  the  wool-sacks;  but  I  shall  make  i^ 
motion  for  this  purpose,  till  1  hear  th^ 
sentiments  of  other  lords  upon  the  sanM 
subject.' 

The  Answer  was  in .  substance  a&  fol* 
lows: 

My  Lords ;  I  am  sore,  I  am  as  ignortnl 
as  the  noble  Lord  who  spoke  last,  how  th< 
three  Scotch  Judges  came  to  be  sent  ^ 
or  what  were  the  reasons  for  sending  fbj 
tfiem.  Whether  their  attendance  was  d^ 
sired,  in  order  that  they  might  be  examme^ 
as  witnesses  in  the  9mxr  now  depending 
before  us,  or  in  order  that  they  might  sni 
swer  questions,  and  give  their  opinions  a 
judges  learned  in  the  laws  of  Scotland,  3 
what  1  know  nothmg  of;  for  I  was  no  waj 
privy  to  the  design  of  makmg  such  a  mo 
tion,  nor  did  I  know  any  thing  of  it  till  1 
heard  it  made ;  and  I  gave  my  consent  U 
it,  only  because  I  aupnosed  the  noble  dak^ 
who  made  it,  had  good  reasons  for  sending 
for  them,  which  would  appear  at  the  pro* 
per  time  from  the  questions  he  should  ask! 
and  the  cases  he  ^ould  put  to  them.  \ 
very  well  remember,  that  a  few  days  befort 
the  motion  was  made  for  ordering  thes^ 
three  judges  to  attend,  a  motion  waamad^ 
by  a  noble  lord  near  me,  for  ordering  oih 
ofdMiejttdgtfylnieantlM  Laid  Jiutiei 
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M^tt  atttnd,  which  motiop  was  upon  « 
iiviiigD  disagreed  to ;  but,  if  I  did  not  mi«- 
ake  &e  aolMe  lord  who  made  that  motion, 
leiUpot  neaatto  «end  for  tb^t gentle- 
Ma  as  a  judge»b«tt  aa  an  officer  of  attitey 
ad  as  one  very  much  entrusted,  by  virtue 
f  his  oflio^  with  the  civil  government  of 
bat  country;  he  did  not  mean  to  aend  for 
|Mt  gentlenum  to  answer  any  questions 
ibaut  the  laws  of  Scotland,  but  to  answer 
pr  his  own  conduct  about  the  time  Por- 
lam  waa  murdered ;  and  as  I  thought  the 
onduct  of  that  gentleman  was  not  such  as 
I  aught  to  have  been  upon  that  occasion, 
jsi^  with  the  noble  lord  in  his  motion ; 
lat  I  then  had,  as  I  generally  liave,  the 
liiAntune  to  be  of  tlie  ^nrong  side  of  the 
(pe^tton. 

Notwithstanding  the  iH  &teof  this  mo- 
)m  at  first,  yet,  my  Lords,  it  might  pro- 
ibly  hare  been  renewed  in  the  course  of 
ar  enquiry ;  but  in  a  few  days  after,  a 
sUe  duke  stood  up  and  moved  that  this 
Ity  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  together  with  the 
ro  aenior  judges  of  the  same  cour^  might 
I  ordered  to  attend;  which  was  according^ 
ttreed  to,  and  this  made  the  renewal  of 
lewit  motion  unnecessary.  This  different 
alhod  of  sending  for  him,  i|)pearedlo  me 
\  first  as  ft  matter  of  no  great  moment; 
Ift  now  I  BSHSt  say,  I  wish  the  first  motion 
id  been  agreed  to,  because  in  that  case,  I 
dieve  we  should  have  had  no  soch  second 
;  I  believe  none  other  of  the  Scotch 
woidd  have  been  sentfor;  and  if 
other  of  them  had  been  sent  for,  we 
~  at  diis  time  at  least  have  had  no 
as  the  present  before  us;  for 
I  am  in  my  own  opinion  very  clear 
[uestion  now  before  us,  yet  I  wish 
my  heart  no  such  question  had 
this  occasion  occurred, 

the  judges  of  Scotland^  my 
have  a  right  by  the  Articles  of  Union 
insist  upon  having  the  King's  writ  fi>r 
present  in  this  House,  and  forhavlng 
among  the  other  judges  upon  the 
t-«acks ;  or  whether  it  be  necessary  for 
iato  have  their  attendance,  are  questions 
Uacfa,  ithink,  i^  not  properly  now  before 
m\  and  thecdTore  I  shall  not  take  up  your 
lirdriups'  time  with  enquiring  into  them ; 
Itat  I  am  «ire  no  judge  of  Scotland  was 
IMcr  yet  admitted  to  be  present,  nor  have 
WBj  i£  them  now  a  right  to  come  within 
Aft  House;;  fof  no  man  can  come  within 

or  by  cus- 
have  their 

^ ^  the  Kmg^ 

mt,  tod  till  <fae.  judges  ofScollaiid^ 


alf^ 
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writs  of  the  saaae  natuie,  they  have  no 
right  to  come  witl^n  pur  b&r»  Aor  ha\e  w<e  , 
I  think,  a  power  to  brii^  them  within  the 
bar,  because  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  m 
encroachment  upon  the  king's  Preroga^ 
tive«  Nay,  I  must  go  farther,  I  do  QOt 
think  the  King  himself,  even  with  the  coo- 
seat  of  this  HousOi  can  issue  out  any  buA 
writ;  for  even  the  King's  power  of  issuiag 
such  writs  is  limited  by  custom.  His  Ma- 
jesty may  by  custom,  and  by  his  prersga- 
tive,  create  as  many  dukes,  marauisses^ 
earls,  viscounts^  or  barons  as  he  pleases ; 
but  I  do  not  think  he  can  grant,  or  rather 
create,  a  new  title  of  honoar  in  Greatt 
Britain  without  aa  act  of  aarlianeot.  So 
he  may  by  writcaU  the  judges  of  Pi^land 
to  be  assistants  to  this  House:  he  aught 
likewise,  according  to  the  ancient  custen, 
issue  writs  for  his  Serjeants  at  law,  faia 
counsd  learned  in  the  law,  and  some  other 
officers,  to  attend  as  assistaats ;  hut  I  dp 
not  think  that  he  can  issue  writs  for  the  at- 
tendance of  any  judges,  £eijeants»  «oua- 
sellors,  or  officers,  not  warranted  by  ancient 
custcxn :  for^  the  issuing  of  any  writ,  aat 
warranted  by  custom,  there  must  be  ao 
act  of  pariiameat ;  baoause  h  is  a  aaatter 
which  concerns  the  whole  nation,  it  coar 
cems  the  other  Hoase  as  well  as  this ;  and 
any  such  attempt  would  certainly  meat 
with  opposition  firom  the  other  House. 
Therefore,  as  the  issuing  of  any  writ  far 
summoning  the  judges  of  Scotmad  to  at- 
tend in  parliament,  was  not  particularly 
and  expressly  established  by  the  Articles  of 
UnicM),  it  cannot  now  be  done  but  by  an  aet 
agreed  to  by  all  the  brandies  of  our  legis* 
lature;  and  as  it  cannot  be  done  without 
such  an  act,  it  would  be  very  improper  fat 
.us  to  present  to  his  Majesty  any  suoh  Ad- 
dress as  has  been  proposed. 

If  the  i^dgea  or  Scotland  had  ever  had 
any  such  writs  as  the  judges  of  £ngland 
have,  for  summoninff  them  to  parliamaat, 
if  they  had  ever  had  the  honour  of  having 
a  seat  within  the  bar,  they  would  then 
have  had  a  right  to  claim  giving  their  opi- 
nions upon  the  wool-sacks,  or  to  be  aaa- 
mincd  at  the  table ;  but,  my  Lords,  Us 
tliey  have  never  yet  had  any  such  henaar, 
they  have  certainly  no  ri^t  to  chdmaa^ 
sucfi  privilege ;  for  it  is  upon  the  honaiir 
ofhavmgaseat  in  the  House,  aalu|iop 
that  only,  the  privilege  of  being  fumiaari 
at  the  Uble  clepends.  To  the  bighost  aC- 
ficer  in  the  kingdem,'^  be  has  no  seat  *Upl 
the  House,  we  cannot  grant  that  privila^, 
without  sacrificing  the  honour  awl  4^'^^ 
aftbeHoMii|end|iamyQpiaiBP|< 
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vug  npon  the  prerogative  of  the  crown ; 
«ndif  we  «houla  once  begin  to  make  any 
•nch  sacrifices,  or  any  sudi  encroachment, 
<jod  oi^y  knows  how  &r  we  may  be  in- 
duced <ir  obliged  to  go.  If  we  once  break 
through  the  ancient  rule,  if  we  once  begin 
to  grant  the  privilege  of  being  examined 
•t&e  table,  to  any  one  officer  who  has  not 
the  honour  of  having  a  seat  in  the  House, 
many  other  officers  will  claim  the  same 
privilege ;  and  I  make  no  doubt,  but  the 
•other  House  would  immediately  set  i^ 
«uch'  a  claim  with  r^cct  to  every  one 
of  its  own  members.  The  Judges  of  Scot- 
land now  attending,  we  may  compel  to  ap- 
pear before  us  in  such  manner  as  we  think 
proper ;  but  let  us  consider,  my  Lords,  we 
^cannot  compel  the  members  of  the  other 
House  to  come  to  be  examined  at  all  be- 
ftre  us;  and  therefore,  if  we  give  that 
House  a  pretence  for  setting  up  and  insist- 
ing upon  any  new  privilege,  we  must  com- 
^y  with  it,  or  we  shall  be  deprived  of 
every  evidence  any  member  of  that  House 
may  hereafter  be  able  to  give,  with  respect 
to  any  affiur  depending  before  us;  for, 
•8  no  member  of  the  other  House  is  obliged 
to  come  to  be  examined  before  us,  as  he 
cannot  come  without  the  leave  of  the 
House  to  which  he  belongs,  we  may  de- 
pend on  it,  that  House  will  never  grant 
leave  to  any  of  tReir  members  to  be  exa- 
mined at  our  bar,  after  we  have  once  fur- 
nished them  with  a  pretence  for  being  exa- 
mined at  the  table. 

As  that,  my  Lords,  of  having  a  seat  in 
the  House,  is  the  only  title,  upon  which 
-  any  person  can  claim  being  examined  at 
the  table,  so  this  is  a  rule  which  we  have 
hidierto  most  strictly  and  most  uniformly 
observed;  in  so  much,  that  the  highest 
officers  in  the  kingdom  have  been  exa- 
mined at  our  bar,  without  any  regard  to 
the  office  they  bore,  and  without  shewing 
them  the  least  respect  on  that  account. 
It  apj^ears  upon  our  Journals,  that  the 
commissioners  of  the  great  seal  were  exa- 
mined at  our  bar,  and  without  any  more 
•ceremony  or  respect,  than  would  have 
been  shewn  to  the  most  private  gentleman 
in  the  kingdom.  It  likewise  appears  upon 
our  Journals,  that  an  honourable  gentle- 
man was  examined  at  our  bar,  who  was, 
at  that  very  time,  first  commissioner  to  the 
treasury,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
-end  not  only  a  privy  counsellor,  but  I  be- 
lieve, a  cabinet  counsellor  to  the  King 
then  upon  the  throne ;  and  though  that 
gentleman  still  possesses  the  same  employ- 
^  though  he  enjoyi  asieany  honours, 
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and  is  as  much  respected  by  this  House 
as  any  gentleman  ever  was  in  England 
yet,  if  he  were  a^n  to  be  examin^  as  x 
witness  in  any  aiffiiir  before  us,  I  hope  h( 
would,  I  think  he  ought  to  be  examined  ii 
the  same  manner. 

This  shews  that  no  post  a  man  possesses 
no  honour  he  can  have,  except  that  o 
havine  had  a  seat  in  this  House,  can  en 
title  him  to  the  privilege  of  being  exa 
mined  at  the  table;  and  the  example  o 
the  two  gentlemen  mentioned,  who  wen 
admitted  to  read  some  records  at  our  table 
instead  of  reading  them  at  the  bar,  in  thi 
convention  of  estates  in  1688,  is  do  ex 
ception  to  this  rule ;  for  those  two  gentle 
men,  ihy  Lords,  had  both  been  judges 
they  liad  both  bad  scats  in  the  House,  aw 
the  Convention  were  certainly  of  opinion 
they  had  been  illegally  turned  out,  there 
fore  they  still  looked  on  them  as  having  i 
right  to  a  seat  in  the  House ;  and  haviD| 
called,  or  rather  desired  the  favour  of  then 
to  come  and  assist  the  House  in  reading 
some  old  records,  they  could  do  no  lesi 
than  allow  them  Uiat  privilej^,  which  thd 
were  in  equity,  though  not  in  law,  entitle^ 
to.  But  suppose  those  two  gentlemen  ba^ 
had  no  pretence  to  have  been  admitted 
within  the  House,  that  Convention  was  n( 
parliament,  nor  was  that  assen^lvot'lord 
properly  a  House  of  Lords.  They  wen 
not  considered  as  such  by  the  nation,  be 
cause  their  acts  or  orders  were  confirmee 
by  an  express  law  passed  in  the  next  ensuini 
parliament,  for  which  there  would  have  beei 
no  occasion  if  the  parliament  or  nation  bai 
looked  upon  that  Convention  as  a  legal  an^ 
regular  parliament ;  therefore  nothing  thai 
was  done  in  that  Convention  can  be  a  pre 
cedent  for  us,  and  much  less  can  it  be  i 
foundation  for  our  breaking  through  ( 
rule  that  has  been  established,  and  con 
stantly  observed  ever  since  we  had  any  re 
cords  of  parliament. 

^  Ihaveasgreataregard,myLords,asani 
man  can  have  for  the  Articles  of  Union ;  1 
have  as  great  a  regard  for  the  people  6 
ScoUand,  and  would  be  as  loth  as  anymai 
to  give  them  a  just  cause  of  complaint ;  but 
I  have  an  equal  regard  for  the  honour  anc 
dignity  of  this  House ;  and,  I  am  sure,  m] 
shewing  a  due  r^ard  to  the  House  oi 
Peers,  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  i 
member,  can  never  give  o&nce  to  any  mai 
of  common  understanding  in  Scotland 
therefore  I  am  certain,  our  shewing  i 
strict  r^ard  to  our  privileges  on  this  occS' 
sion,  can  never  disoblige  any  great  nuni' 
ber  of  penoitt  in  that  country,  wliere  good 
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teoae  alioaiick  us  wmA  among  the  people, 
«8  it  does,  I  believe^  in  any  country  in  the 
vorii  Nay,  I  am  convinced,  a  sacrifice 
of  the  bonour  and  dignity  of  ibis  House, 
on  any  account  whatsoever,  would  gene- 
rafiy  disoblige  the  pe<^e  ii  ^at  country 
«g  weD  as  the  people  of  this;  for,  we  are 
now  eotniited  with  the  honour  and  privi- 
k^  of  the  peerage  of  both  nations;  and, 
to  prostitute  the  dignity  of  thia  House  in 
SDj  respect,  or  for  any  consideration, 
voald  be  a  prostitution  of  die  iionour  and 
^viieges  of  the  peerage  of  Scotland  as 
veil  3s  fiagland. 

What  benefit  or  advantage  might  ac- 
crue to  the  people  of  Scotland,  from  having 
dieir  judges  present  in  this  House,  what 
tigbt  the  people  may  have  from  the  in- 
testion  and  spirit  of  the  Articles  of 
Union,  to  claim  that  benefit,  and  what  ne- 
cesity  or  occasion  this  House  may  here- 
sfter  have  for  the  attendance  of  some  of 
tboie  judges,  are  questions  which  I  am 
sure  we  have  not  time  to  enquire  into  in 
this  session ;  and  much  less  can  we  enquire 
ifito,  or  regulate  this  aflair,  before  it  will 
be  necessary  for  us  to  examine  the  Scotch 
judges,  who  are  now  attending  by  our  or- 
der. I  should  with  all  my  heart  agree  to 
pur  enquiring  into  that  a^r,  if  I  thought 
it  possible  for  us  to  go  through  with  it 
before  the  end  of  tlie  session ;  I  should 
leadily  joui  in  granting  the  people  of  Scot- 
b&dail  the  right  they  could  claim,  nay, 
aii  the  favour  they  could  exp^t  upon  the 
iaue  of  such  an  enquiry ;  but,  I  believe 
k  will  be  granted,  that  every  one  of  these 
fttdons  is  a  little  doubtfuJ,  and  of  great 
vomeot;  therefore  it  will  be  necessary  to 
€Bquhe  into  them  with  great  calmness  and 
oactness,  and  not  to  resolve  either  of 
^  till  after  the  most  mature  delibera- 
jioQ.  It  would  be  nece8a9ry  to  enquire 
hUi  the  ancient  customs  and  usages  of  the 
psHiaments  of  ScoUand,  in  order  to  see 
vbedier  the' judges  of  Scotland  had  any 
>^  as  sudi,  in  their  parliaments ;  several 
«tber  matters  would  be  necessary  to  be 
enquired  into;  and  we  shall  certainly 
^  vith  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  in  af- 
^g  them  their  proper  places  upon  the 
vool^sacks,  iadeterminmg  what  number  of 
j^  should  always  att^d,  and  in  regu- 
^gfaow  they  should  take  their  turns  in 
sUendiog ;  for  I  hope  you  would  not  have 
^  all  to  attend,  so  as  to  make  every 
>^0Q  of  parliament  an  absolute  cessation 
of  ail  manner  of  justice  in  Scotland. 
^?Dy  other  difficult  questions  would  cer- 
tBiaiy  occur  in  the  coune  of  that  affiur ; 


and  it  vould*be  necessary  to  maaage 
every  one  of  them  with  great  tenderness, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  possible  breach 
between  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament, 
as  well  as  to  prevent  raiding  any  fresh 
animosity  between  the  two  nations.  From 
all  which  I  must  conclude  it  impossible 
for  us  to  pass  any  bill  in  this  session, 
for  bringing  any  judfges  from  Scotland  into 
this  House ;  and  as  there  is  no  method  of 
doing  it,  but  by  an  act  of  parliament, 
therefore  it  cannot  be  prpper  for  us  to  en- 
ter upon  any  such  affiiir  at  present. 

Thus  your  lordships  must,  I  think,  all 
see,  that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  grant 
those  honours,  or  to  shew  that  respect  to 
the  three  Scotch  'judges  now  attending, 
•which  some  lords  seem  to  desire,  and  whim 
1  should  willingly  agree  to,  if  we  could 
possibly  do  it  without  sacrificing  the  ho- 
nour and  dignity  of  this  House,  and  ex- 
posing both  ourselves  and  our  posteri^  to 
numberless  inconveniencies.  I' am  sorry 
any  question  of  this  nature  should  haVe 
happened:  I  am  now  more  sorry,  my 
Lords,  than  I  was  at  first,  that  the  motion  for 
bringing  up  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk  was  not 
agreed  to;  because  I  believe  it  would  have 
prevented  any  such  question  as  the  pre- 
sent ;  but  now  the  question  has  occurred, 
I  hope  your  lordships  will  shew  a  due  re- 
gard to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  your 
own  House,  by  resolving  to  examine 
these  judges  at  the  bar,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  you  have  examined  the  greatest  offi- 
cers in  England,  who  happened  not  to 
have  the  honour  of  having  a  seat  among 
us.  As  such  a  resolution  can  offend  po 
man  of  common  sense,  it  can  raise  no  ge* 
neral  discontent  in  Scotland,  nor  occasioci 
any  disaffection  to  the  illustrious  family  we 
have  now  the  happiness  to  have  upon  the 
throne.  If  any  unthinking  people  in 
Scotland  should  be  misled  by  the  enemies 
to  our  happy  establishment,  it  will  be  easy 
for  the  noble  lords  of  that  country  we 
have  now  among  us  to  undeceive  4hem, 
and  to  convince  them,  that  no  indignity  or 
afiront  was  intended  by  any  such  resolu- 
tion. The  abilities  of  all  these^oble  lords 
are  apparent,  I  am  sure  their  inclinatioii 
will  not  be  wanting,  and  I  do  not  question 
but  their  interest  and  authority  among  the 
people  of  their  country  are  equal  to  their 
abilities. 

Therefore,  my  Lords,  as  no  danger  is  ta 
be  apprehended  from  our  examining  the 
judges  now  attending,  in  the  usual  manner 
m  which  all  persons,  who  have  hot  a  seat 
in  this  House,  are  examined ;  and  as  great 
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danger  is  to  be  apprehended,  and  many  m- 
conveniences  must  necessarily  ensue  from 
examining  them  in  any  different  manner,  I 
shall  conclude  with  this  motion.  That  the 
Lord  Justice  Clerk,  and  the  two  senior 
judges,  of  the  court  of  justiciary  in  Scot- 
land, now  attending  according  to  order,  be 
examined  at  Che  bar  of  this  House. 

'      The  Reply  was  in  substance  as  follows : 

My  Lords,  I  am  sorry,  not  on  account 
of  the  present  question's  having  now  hap* 
pened,  nor  on  account  of  its  having  hap- 
pened on  this  occasion,  but  on  account  of 
Its  being  made  a  question  at  all.  I  am 
feorry  the  right  the  Scotch  nation  has  to 
have  their  judges  in  this  House,  should 
ever  have  been  brought  into  dispute;  for 
I  am  sure  such  a  contest  can  no  way  con- 
tribute to  the  welfare  of  the  united  king- 
dom, or  to  the  establishment  of  that 
harmony  which  ought  to  be  kept  up  be- 
tween the  people  of  those  two  kingdoms, 
which  were  long  separate  and  independent, 
but  are  now,  for  the  benefit  of  both,  hap- 
pily united  into  one.  Unreasonable  feuds 
and  animosities  are  but  too  apt  to  arise  be- 
tween any  two  people,  who  have  been  long 
accustomed  to  live  under  distinct  govern- 
ments, and  are  but  just  united  under  one 
and  the  same.  The  flames  of  dissension 
may  cease  or  disappear,  but  it  is  a  long 
time  before  the  fire  can  be  entirely  extin- 
guished ;  and  therefore,  those  who  have 
the  honour  of  being  entrusted  with  the 
government  of  any  such  two  people,  ought 
to  be  extremely  cautious  of  engaging  in 
any  measure  or  of  bringing  any  question 
Upon  the  carpet  which  may  blow  up  those 
coals  that  have  been  but  lately  covered 
with  the  fshes  of  wisdom  and  good  PolicTf 
«nd  cannot  therefore  be  supposed  to  be  ab- 
solutely extingubhed.  If^tke  bringing  up 
of  all,  or  any  of  the  judges  of  Scotknd,  as 
assistants  to  this  House,  coold  possibly  be 
of  an^  prejudice  to  the  people  m  England ; 
0r  if  It  could  be  looked  on  as  any  way  dis- 
honoun^le  to,or  beneath  the  dignity  of  this 
House,  I  should  not  at  all  have  been  sur« 
prized  to  have  heard  it  contested  ;  but 
when  it  can  be  no  way  prejudicial  to  the 
people  of  England,  nor  any  way  dishonour- 
able to  this  House;  when  it  may  so  greatly 
contribute  to  the  advantage  of  the  people 
of  Scotland ;  and  when  it  appears  in  itself 
ao  necessary,  for  enabling  us  to  determine 
many  questions  that  may  come  before  us ; 
I  confos  I  am  not  only  surprized,  but  I 
<fm  sorry  to  find  it  so  much  as  contested. 

J  remember,  my  Lords,  the  first  motion 
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in  this  House,  relating  to  any  of  the  Scotch 
judges,  was  fbr  biingmg  up  the  Lord  Jus- 
tice Clerk  only.    I  was  agamst  that  motioa, 
for  the  very  reason,  it  seems,  which  made 
other  lords  for  it.    I  was  against  it,  because 
it  seemed  to  be  a  motion  for  bringing  him. 
up  as  a  criminal,  and  not  as  a  judge; 
and  I  was   i^nst   his    being    brought 
up   as   a   criminal,  because  there  was 
nothing  then  appeared  before  us,  which 
could  give  the  least  foundation  for  such  an 
accusation.    I  agreed  with  the  motion  for 
bringing  him  and  the  two  senior  judges  of 
the  same  court  up,  because  I  knew  your 
lordships  had  a  power  of  requiring  the  at- 
tendance of  any  of  the  judges  of  Scotland, 
as  well  as  you  may  require  the  attendance 
of  any  of  the  judges  of  England ;    and  1 1 
have  fuways  observed,  that  no  such  order 
has  ever  been  refused,  when  any  lord  of  this 
Aouse  pleased  to  ask  for  it.    These,  mv 
Lords,  were  my  reasons,  and  I  still  think 
they  were  good  reasons  for  agreeing  to 
the  second  motion,  and  for  disi^eeing  to 
the  first.    But  suppose  the  first  had  been 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  it  could  not  have 
prevented  thje  second,  because  any  lord  of 
this  House  had  a  power  to  desire,  that  shy  i 
of  the  judges  of  Scotland  mij^ht  be  ordered 
to  attend,  in  order  to  explain  some  doubts 
that  had  occurred  to  him  relating  to  the 
law  of  Scotland ;  and  surely  no  lord,  who 
wanted  to  have  such  doubts  explained, 
would  have  trusted  the  explanatioii  of  them  ; 
to  a  judge,  who  had  been  brought  up  at 
acrimimd.    Again,  suppose  the  Lord  Jus- 
tice Clerk  had  been  brought  up  by  himself  i 
alone,  suppose  he  had  been  Drought  up,  , 
not  as  a  judge  but  as  a  criminal,  the  same 
question  wcmld  have  x>ccurred;  because,  \ 
as  he  is  a  Scotch  Judge,  and  one  of  the  ; 
diief  of  them  too,  he  must  hare  been  con-  i 
sidered  as  such,  till  some  resolution,  at  least  , 
of  this  House,  had  passed  against  him:  . 
therefore  in  his  first  exaininatioD  he  mi^t 
have  insisted,  he  ought  to  have  insisted,  on   , 
his  bemg  examined  at  your  table ;  for  I  am  , 
sur^your  lordships  would  not  have  made  a 
new  preoedentfi»r  condenming  a  man  with- 
out hearing  hinu    Our  having  agreed  to 
the  first  motion  relating  to  any  of  the 
Scotch  judges,  could  not  therefore  have   , 
prevented  the  present  question;  there  was   , 
DO  way  of  preventing  it,  but  by  a  previouSf   , 
and  what  I  must  cidl  a  prudent  at^i  ^ 
^Ive  the  judges  of  Scotland  what  I  think  of   , 
right  belongs  to  them,  I  miean  their  places   i 
upon  the  wool-oacks,  before  you  resolved    , 
to  desire  their  attendance,  either  as  judges,    , 
as  witness^  or  as  criminals.    Th^r  con- 
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dact » judges  has  been  already  approved, 
or  at  lent  not  coBdenmed  by  your  lord- 
chips;  and  if  any  of  your  lordshipe 
are  of  ODinioQ  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk 
hsmisbmred  in  any  other  part  of  hit 
dutf,  jou  hare  him  now  attending ;  you 
may  levire  the  committee,  and  may  pro* 
ceedtonqoire  into  hit  conduct ;  but,  be- 
to  joa  begin  to  proceed  against  him  as 
an  flttcer  of  state,!  hope  you  will  gnmt 
lum  wkat  I  think  of  right  belongs  to  him 
aiajud^  of  Scotland. 

Toeng^t,  my  Lords,  which  the  judges 
if  Scotl8n4.have,  by  the  articles  of  Union, 
to  insiit  upon  having  the  king's  writ  for 
being  present  in  this  House,  and  for  hav- 
ing places  among  the  other  judses  upon 
tlievool«<acks,or  rather  the  li^t  which 
tbepeople  of  Scotland  may  chum,  of  hav- 
iagsoiiieof  their  judges  always  attending 
a  assiifeBDtsto  this  House,  is  the  first  and 
chief  question  now  before  us;  because, 
Tithoixt  fi»t  determining  this,  you  cannot 
^ecennine  the  other,  as  to  the  place  in 
wliich  they  are  to  be  examined;  nay,  the 
deteraunation  of  the  second,  determine  it 
thicb  way  you  will,  must  be  a  full  and  a 
final  detenninatioa  of  the  first.  If  the 
jm^  or  people  d  Scotland  have  any 
«(£  right  by  the  articles  of  Union,  they 
bare  )m  it  ever  since  those  articles  were 
igreed  to ;  and  if  they  have  had  such  a 
nj^t  ever  since  that  time,  the  judges  now 
attending  have  had  an  undoubted  right  to 
Mats  in  ttiis  House  for  many  years,  though 
tbey  nerer  hitherto  had  occasion  to  take 
possewoD  of  them.  It  has  never  been  es- 
tablished as  a  rule,  not  to  admit  any  per- 
un  to  be  examined  within  the.  bar,  but 
Kich  as  were  actually  in  possession  of  a 
seat  b  the  House.  On  the  contrary,  any 
Mrt  of  right  to  a  seat  in  the  House,  has 
>^«ays  been  looked  on  as  a  right  that 
cntitlea  a  man  to  be  examined  within  the 
bar. 

lite  ftmoos  case  of  the  lord  Forrester, 
v^  vaaa  kird  of  Scothmd,  but  not  one  of 
tbe  sixteen,  is  a  full  proof  of  this  rule ;  and 
tbe  case  of  the  two  gentlemen,  who  were 
ctUed  to  read  some  records  to  this  House 
in  tke  year  1688,  and  who  were  for  that 
P^fpoie  admitted  to  ^our  table,  is  a  proof, 
uat  an  equitable  right  to  a  se^  in  the 
House  is  as  good  as  a  legal.  Those  two 
gcatleaieD  h«l,  it  i#  true,  been  judges,  and 
tae  conToitioD,  as  well  as  most  of  the  na- 
^  probably,  and  I  think  rightly,  were  of 

*P^  they  had  been  unjusUy  turned  out 

^  being  jo4ges;  but  suppose  they  were 
^i«dy  turned  Diit,  it  is  certam  they  had 
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then  no  leftal  title  to  a  seat,  nor  wer^they 
in  possession  of  any  seat  in  the  House ; 
the  only  reason  for  admitting  them  to  the 
table,  was  on  account  of  the  equitable  tide 
they  had  to  seats  upon  the  wool-sacksf 
That  convention  indeed  was  not  at  first  a 
parliament,  but  I  am  sure  none  of  your 
lordships  will  question  their  power,  nor 
will  this  House,  I  hope,  ever  refuse  to 
admit  any  proceeding  of  theirs  as  a  good 
precedent  m  any  case  of  the  same  nature. 
It  was  not  for  any  deficiency  of  power  that 
their  acts  and  proceedings  were  confirmed 
by  the  next  parliament;  that  act  of  con- 
firmation was  passed  only  to  satisfy  the  un- 
reasonable scruples  of  some  men,  and 
upon  this  maxim,  that  abundance  of  law 
never  breaks  the  law;  for  surely  no  man 
imagines  that  any  6f  the  acts  or  resolu- 
tions of  the  first  parliament  after  the  revo- 
lution, received  any  new  or  additional 
force  from  this  act  of  confirmation,  which 
was  passed  in  the  second.  And  I  must 
observe,  that  the  precedent  now  under  our 
consideration,  was  not  a  precedent  made 
by  the  convention,  while  it  continued  a 
convention,  but  after  it  was  declared  to 
be  a  parliament;  so  that  it  is  a  precedent 
whicn  deserves  as  much  regard  as  any  pre- 
cedent since  that  time. 

Now,  ray  Lords,  as  your  resolving  to 
examine  the  Scotch  judges  at  your  table,  if 
vou  do  come  to  any  such  resolution,  will 
be  founded  upon  the  right  they  have  to 
seats  within  your  House,  therefore  their 
being  examined  in  such  ai  manner,  can 
never  afford  a  pretence  for  any  man  m  the 
kingdom  to  be  examined  at  your  table,  if 
he  has  no  manner  of  right  to  a  seat  within 
your  House.  Consequently  there^  is  lio 
ground  for.,  saying,  that  your  coming  to 
any  such  resolution,  or  your  examining 
them  in  any  such  manner,  con  subject  you 
or  your  posterity  to  any  onetnconvenicute. 
Am  for  the  commissioners  of  the  great 
seal,  the  first  commissioner  of  the  tree?ury, 
the  chancellor  of  die  excht'<]uer,  or  any 
privy  or  cabinet  counsellor,  T  am  surorized 
'  to  hear  it  said,  that  your  lordshipe  having 
examined  all  or  either  of  them  at  your  bar, 
can  be  an  argument  for  examining  the 
judges  of  Scotland  in  the  same  manner. 
Is  iSiere  anv  one  of  these  officers,  that,  at 
such,  has  the  least  pretence  to  a  seat-  in 
tliis House?  There&re,  according  to  the 
rule  that  has  been  established,  and  which 
seems  to  be  agreed  on  by  every  one  of 
your  lordships,  they  had  no  pretence  to 
be  examined  within  the  bar;  but  firom  tha 
very  rulcithe  judges  of  Scotland  have 
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pretence  to  be  examined  within  the  bar. 
Because  they  claim,  from  the  articles  (^ 
Union,  a  right  to  sit  in  the  House  as  aasia* 
tants,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  judges  of 
England  do ;  and  if  they  have  but  an  equi- 
t^jblt  ri^hty  it  will  certainly  be  not  only  a 
piece  ot  injustice,  but  an  indignity  done 
to  them,  to  examine  them  at  your  bar;  for 
which  reason  their  claim  of  right  ought  to 
be  first  determined,  because  upon  that, 
and  upon  that  only,  the  other  question 
must  necessarily  depend. 

That  the  Judges^of  Scotland  ought  to 
be  summoned  as  assistants  to  this  House, 
that  the  people  of  Scotland  have  a  right 
tp  have  some  of  their  judges  present  in 
this  House,  appears,  my  Lords,  not.  only 
from  the  two  Articles  tliat  have  been  men- 
tioned, by  which  it  is  provided,  *  That  the 

*  united  kingdom  shaU  be  represented  by 

*  one  parliament;  and  that  the  subjects 
^  shall  have  a  communication  of  all  advan- 

*  tages  not  excepted  in  the  Articles ;'  but 
likewise  from  the  18  th  and  19th  Articles  of 
the  Union,  by  which  it  is  expressly  pro* 
vided,  *  That  all  matters  of  private  right 
^  shall  be  determined  by  the  laws  of  Scot* 
'  land,  and  before  the  proper  courts  there;' 
80  that  though  there  lies  an  appeal  to  this 
House,  yet  in  cdl  such  appeals  we  are,  by 
the  artides  of  Union,  obliged  to  detennine 
according  to  those  laws.  If  we  have  no 
lord  nor  assistant  in  the  House,  who  can 
inform  us  what  those  laws  are,  and  ex- 
plain those  passages  which  may  appear  a 
little  dark  and  doubtful  ?  From  these  ar- 
ticles, and  indeed  from  the  whole  tenor  of 
the  treaty,  this  right  appears  so  manifest, 
that  I  am  surprized  as  much  to  hear  any 
doubts  made  about  it,  as  I  am  to  hear  so 
many  difficulties  started  about  the  manner 
•f  making  it  e£Fectual. 

I  shall  agree,  my  Lords,  that  no  man 
can  come  into  this  House  but  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's writ  of  summons,  and  in  issuing  of 
such  writs  it  may  be  true,  that  the  power 
of  the  crown  is  limited  by  custom.  But 
iirith  respect  to  that  which  depends  upon 
tiie  Articles  of  Union,  the  power  of  the 
crown  can  neither  be  limited  nor  directed 

Sthe  custom  of  England,  or  the  custom 
Scotland ;  it  can  be  directed  by  nothing 
but  the  Articles  themselves,  and  as  those 
Articles  made  it  necessary  to  have  the 
judges  of  Scotland  called  to  the  assisUnce 
of  this  House,  as  weU  as  the  judges  of 
England,  surely  the  kkig  got  by  those  Ar- 
ticles a  power  to  issue  writs  for  calling 
them  accordingly.  Suppose  then  a  writ  ^ 
Hummonc  should  be  directed  to  every  one 


of  them,  it  could  be  attended  with  no  ]»• 
convenience;  it  would  not  be  neoesstry 
for  them  all  to  come  up  here,  and  to  attend 
the  whole  time  of  the  aesnon ;  -  such  as 
pleased  only  would  come,  miless  your 
lOTdships  should,  upon  any  great  occasym, 
such  as  the  present,  make  an  express  order 
for  the  Attendsoace  of  all  or  someof  them : 
The  issuii^  of  such  writs  could  not,  there- 
fore, occasion  any  surcease  of  jtBtice  in 
Scotland,  or  impede  or  interrupt  the  pro- 
ceedings  at  law  there,  no  more  than  the 
issuing  of  such  writs  to  the  judges  of 
England  interrupts  or  prevents  the  course 
of  proceedings  at  the  assizes,  which  are 
held  in  all  parts  of  En^and  as  regularly 
when  the  parliament  is  sittmg,  aa  when  it 
is  not. 

For  my  part,  my  Lords*,  I  cannot 
think  there  is  the  lesst  occasion  for  any 
new  act  of  Pariiament  in  this  case.  Tlie 
act  of  Parliament,  which  ratifietf  and  con* 
firms  the  articles  of  Union;  hai  certainly 
already"  given  to  his  Majesty  a  foU  porer 
to  do  that,  without  which  40Die  of  those 
articles  cannot  possibly  be  complied  with 
or  fulfilled ;  and  though  his  Majett j  has 
not  yet  executed  that  power,  thoogh  there 
has  never  been  before  now  a  neceasi^  for 
his  executing  that  power,  yet  he  may  cer- 
tainly execute  it  whenever  he  thinu  pro- 
per, or  as  soon  as  this  House  shall,  by  an 
address,  desire  him  to  do  so.  But,  sup- 
pose a  new  act  of  Ru-liament  were  ready 
necessHry,  that  act  of  Farliainent  can  de« 
pend  upon  none  of  the  ancient  customs  i£ 
the  Parliaments  either  of  Scotland  or 
England,  nor  can  any  part  of  it  be  founded 
upon  any  of  those  ancient  customs  or 
usages;  the  act  to  be  passed  can  be 
founded  upon  nothing  but  the  articles  of 
Union,  and  the  necessity  there  i^pears  to 
be  fbr  having  the  judges  of  Scotland  called 
as  assistants  to  this  House,  in  ordtr  that 
we  may  be  enabled  to  do  justice  to  the 
people  of  Scotland,  according  to  theit  own 
laws,  which  is  what  we  are  bound  to  do^ 
by  the  articles  of  Union.  The  method  of 
holding  Parliaments  in  Scotland  was  quite 
difierent  from  the  method  now  established 
for  holding  the  Parliaments  of  Great  Bri- 
tain :  there,  the  Lords  and  Commons  Mt 
together  in  one  House,  and  as  the  jud^ 
were  capable  of  being  chosen  by  any  coun- 
ty, or  city,  6r  borough  in  that  kingdom, 
most  of  them  were  generally  membew  of 
Parliament,  so  that  there  was  no  necessity 
or  occasion  for  calling  them  by  writs  a» 
assistants.  With  respect  therefore  to  any 
Aew  *et  of  PwrliAmeDt  ti6  be  ptMd  on  this 
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we  cm  xAe  iu>  direction  fVom 

ftnj  coitan  or  usi^e  of  the  ParHamenta  of 

Se«ift>  and  consequently  can  have  no 

ooonittB  to  «&qiftre  into  miy  of  th^fn*    We 

CM  hsve  regard  to  nothing  Imt  the  arti- 

del  of  Vnionyand  the  rights  and  prhileg^s, 

m  dbligfltiona,  which  naturally  and  neces- 

waitf  aiise  from  them :  this  can  require  no 

teeUoui  oiqniry,  nor  can  any  difficulty  arise 

di  tiie  diswhig  up  or  j^atting  such  an  act, 

kot  what  may  he  soon  got  over,  if  no  par- 

tiriity  or  anTmosity  be  allowed  to  enter 

kto  the  afiaiTy  which  I  am  sure  we  have 

aot  the  least  ground  to  fear  in  this  House ; 

§ad  u  the  o£er  House  is  very  little  con- 

cirned  in  the  question,  it  is  to  be  hoped 

ifaejr  wookl  agree  to  what  we  should  think 

po^  without  any  ereat  difiiccdty.    For 

tiM  reason  I  ikinst  thkk,  that  if  an  act  of 

Mieiaent  be  necessary  for  empowering 

jBi  Majesty  to  summon  the  judges  of  Stot- 

kttd  as  attiitahto  to  this  House,  such  an 

aet  loay  be  passed,  the  writs  may  be  issued, 

mtd  the  judcres  may  h&vt   taken   their 

ilaees  upon  the  woof-sacks,  not  only  be- 

iMte  the  session  is  at  an  end,  but  before  it 

||Bt)r  become  libsolutely  necessary  for  us 

his ekamine  them;  and  then  the  examming 

isf  them  can  bring  us  into  no  dilemma,  nor 

iialo  the  danger  Sf  committing  what  may 

lie  thought  a  breach  of  the  articles  of 

\  Uhoo,  or  of  agreeingto  that  which  may  be 

iftought  a  sacrificing  the  honour  and  dig- 

aihr  of  tile  peerage  of  Great  Britain. 

But^roy  Lords,  if  your  lordships  be  of 
|i|iinioD,  that  all  or  some  of  the  judgen  of 
Ifeodand  ought  to  be  called  as  assistants  to 
fftis  House,  if  vou  are  of  opinion,  the  peo- 
I  rie  of  Scotianci  have  a  right  to  insist  upon 
I  fheir  judges  being  called  as  assistants  to 
i  iw  House,  can  the  supposed  difficulty  you 
wiB  meet  with  in  enquiring  into  the  affair, 
ar  getting  an  act  of  Parliament  passed,  be 
iBj  reason  for  your  not  attempting  it  ? 
fiojppose  you  should  not  be  nble  to  bring 
MKhan  iJitir  to  perfecdon  in  this  session, 
fH  yottt  entering  upon  it,  and  making 
iiHiie  progress,  will  certainly  pave  the  way. 
And  iQBke  it  ea^  to  pass  a  pfx>{)er  Bill  the 
text  Beasion.    Suppose  this  right  which 
fte  judges  of  Scotland,  in  the  name  of 
thenosdves  and  the  whole  people  of  Scot- 
bad,  now  lay  daim  to,  were  a  great  deal 
noit  doubtful  than  I  think  it  is,  yet  it 
taurt  be  alk)wed  to  be  a  matter  of  right ; 
tod  w31  your  lomdships  proceed  to  deter- 
mine that  right,  or  to  determhie  any  colla- 
teral que*tion,  by  whidi  the   principal 
tastton  w^  nt  least  receive  4  dangerous 
Wow,  wiUiont  hearing  paorties  either  by 


themselires,  or  th^ir  counsel  upon  the  right 
they  contend  for  ?  This  is  so  contrary  to 
your  lordships'  known  justice  and  equitr^ 
and  to  your  usual  method  of  proceeding  m 
cdses  ca  the  like  nature,  that  I  cannot  al^ 
low  myself  4o  imagine  you  will  agree  to  ft. 
If  you  think  you  have  not  time  to  enquire 
into  this  affiur,  or  to  hear  parties  upon  the 
matter  of  right  contended  for,  some  expe* 
dient  msnr  be  found  for  putting  it  oft',  o^ 
for  avoicung  any  thing  tnat  may  look  like 
a  decision  ^the  afiair.  What  questions  the 
noble  lords  may  have  to  put  to  the  judeesr 
now  attending,  1  do  not  know ;  whfltt  lights 
any  lord  can  expect  from  them,  I  cannot 
comprehend ;  but  if  those  questions  are  not 
very  material,  if  the  lights  expected  from 
them  are  not  thought  to  be  of  great  impor- 
tance, I  wish  the  noble  lords  would  pass 
from  the  m-der  made  for  their  attendance, 
and  give  over  ail  thoughts  of  putting^  any 
questions  to  them,  or  of  calling  them 
either  to  the  bar  or  the  table  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  for  though  We  have  made  an  order 
ior  their  attendance,  though  they  aro 
come  up  here  in  obedience  to  that  order, 
yet  we  may  pass  fSrom,  or  delay  calling 
them  till  the  session  is  expired ;  and  I  - 
must  Observe,  that  if  your  lordships  should 
order  them  to  the  bar,  and  it  should  then 
appear  you  had  no  matters  of  great  ]m-> 
portance  to  interrogate  them  about,  the 
whole  people  of  Scotland  will  conclude, 
you  called  them  to  the  bar  for  no  other 
purpose,  but  to  put  an  indignity  opon 
them. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  every  noble  lord,  that 
has  spoke  in  this  debate,  profess  sdch  a 
regard  for  the  Articles  of  Lnion,  and  for 
the  people  of ^  Scotland ;  I  am  convinced 
their  lordships  have  all  spoke  sincerely 
upon  this  occasion :  this  I  am  convinced 
of,  because  I  have  the^  happiness  to  be 
personaUy  acouainted  with  their  lordships ; 
but,  my  Lords,  the  people  of  Scotland, 
who  hear  nothing  of  what  is  said,  bat  of 
what  is  done,  wiH,  I  am.  afraid,  conclude, 
that  we  have  no  regard  for  them,  and  as 
little  for  the  Articles  of  Union,  if  they 
should  hear  we  have  determined  alright 
pretended  to  be  founded  upon  those  very 
articles,  without  so  much  as  hearing  any 
of  the  parties  concerned,  in  vindication  of 
the  right  they  claim.  Thef  look  upon 
themselves  as  entitled  to  all  the  a&vahtages, 
privileges,  and  honours,  not  expressly  ex- 
cepted in  the  Articles  of  Union,  which  the 
people  of  England  are  entitled  to ;  and  it 
will  be  impossible  to  persuade  diem,  no 
injustice  hiis  been  Aoot  tiiemi  nor  any  ifl- 
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cUgni^  put  upon  theni^  when  thev  hear, 
tfiat  their  juices  were  kept  standing  at 
your  lordships'  bar,  while  the  judges  of 
Xfifland  were  sitting  within  the  House, 
"this  is  a  distinction,  my  Lords,  which  it  is 
Impossible  to  palliate  or  excuse :  and  if  you 
design  to  keep  up  that  harmony  and  unani- 
mity which  ought  to  be  kept  up  between 
the  two  nations,  so  lately  made  one,  I  am 
eure  you  should  avoid,  as  much  as  possible, 
all  nation^  distinctions.  If  the  people  of 
Scotland  should  think  themselves  injured, 
they  cannot,  it  is  true,  vindicate  them- 
selves as  a  nation;  they  must  put  them- 
selves upon  a  footing  as  rebels  against  a 
legal,  established  government,  if  they 
should  attempt  to  oppose  any  thing  re- 
solved on  by*  the  parliament  <^  Great  Bri- 
tain; but  this  is  owing  to  the  great  con- 
fidence they  put,  at  the  time  of  tne  Union, 
in  the  honour  and  justice  of  the  people  of 
England ;  for  they  could  not  then  suppose 
fhat  the  number  of  members  they  were  to 
send  to  either  House,.could  prevent  that 
Jlouse's  being  guilty  of  any  partiality  or 
injustice  towards  them ;  and  I  hope  your 
lordships  will  always  be  extremely  cautious 
of  giving  the  people  of  Scotland  the  least 
cause  to  repent  of  that  confidence  they 
then  put  in  the  honour  and  justice  of  their 
neighoours  of  England. 

One  of  the  chief  causes,  my  Lords, 
which  produced  the  Union  was,  we  all  know, 
the  establishment  of  the  Protectant  Succes-* 
sion.  The  settlement  of  the  crown  upon 
the  present  illustrious  family,  had  been  es- 
tablished by  act  of  parliament  in  England, 
long  before  the  Union,  but  the  Scotch  par- 
liament could  never  be  induced  to  agree  to 
it ;  on  the  contrary,  they  seemed  to  be 
taking  measures  to  prevent  its  being  forced 
upon  them.  This  made  every  wise  man  in 
England  as  well  as  Scotland^  more  fond  of 
an  Union  than  otherwise  they  would  have 
been,  and  made  them  more  heartily  and 
more  cordially  endeavour  to  bring  it  about. 
Accordingly,  by  the  very  second  Article 
of  the  Union,  the  succession  was  settled 
upon  the  present  illustrious  family,  and  by 
yirtuo  of  that  settlement  we  have  now  tlie 
happiness  to  see  his  present  Majesty  in 
possession  of  the  crown  of  the  united  kin^- 
aoms  of  England  and  Scotland.  It  is 
therefore  the  business,  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  man  who  is  a  true  friend  to  the  illus- 
trious family  now  upon  the  throne,  to  en- 
deavour as  much  as  be  can,jto  render  the 
Union  agreeable  to  the  people  of  Scot- 
land ;  because,  if  they  should  ever  begin 
to  repent  of  having  agreed  to  the  Uiuon, 


they  will  naturally  begin  at  the  same  time 
to  repent  of  having  agreed  to  the  succes- 
sion ;  if  they  shouM  ever  begin  to  enter- 
tain a  desire  of  being  rid  of  the  one,  they 
will  of  course  begin  to  entertain  a  de- 
sire of  getting  rid  of  the  other;  and  if  this 
should  ever  come  to  be  the  desire  of  the 
people  of  that  part  of  the  island  in  general,' 
It  may,  in  case  of  a  war,  be  of  the  most 
dan^rous  consequence  to  the  present  royal 
&mily.  For  this  reason  I  think  your  lord- 
ships should  avoid  every  thing  that  may 
looK  like  doing  an  injustice  to  the  whole 
people  of  Scotland,  or  that  may  look  like 
making  an  invidious  distinction  between 
that  people  and  the  people  of  England ; 
and  as  I  think  the  making  of  any  di&rence 
between  the  judges  of  Scotland  and  tlie 
lodges  of  England,  or  the  showing  of  any 
less  respect  to  the  former  than  you  usually 
do  to  tne  latter,  wiU  be  looked  on,  by  Hbt 
whole  people  of  Scotland,  not  duly  as  an 
invidious  oistinction  between  the  two  na- 
tions, but  as  a  real  indignity  put  upon 
them,  therefore,  I  hope  it  will  be  avoiaed, 
if  possible;  which  may  very  easily  be  done, 
if  your  lordships  have  no  matters  of  very 
great  importance  to  interrogate  these 
judges  about. 

But^  suppose,  my  Lords,  you  have  ques- 
tions of  the  utmost  importance  to  put  to 
them;  suppose  you  thmk  it  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  examine  them  in  relation  to  the 
affiiir  of  Porteous;  and  suppose  you  think 
it  absolutely  impossible  for  you  now  to  tdce 
time  to  enouire,  wheth^  they  have  any 
right,  by  tne  Articles  of  Union,  to  be 
csuled  as  assistants  to  this  House,  and  at 
such  to  have  places  upon  the  wool-sacks, 
according  to  their  ranks,  next  to  the  judges 
of  England ;  yet  as  this  claim  of  theirs  is  a 
nlattcr  of  right,  as  it  is  a  matter  of  right  in 
which  the  people  of  Scotland  have  a  very 
deep  concern,  I  liope  your  lordships  will 
not  determine  it  witliout  hearing  parties 
very  fully  upon  it;  and  therefore,  if  you 
nour  come  to  a  resolution  to  examine 
them  at  your  bar,  I  hope  you  will  add 
a  saving  clause  to  that  resolution,  saving 
and  reserving  to  the  judges  of  Scotland  aJl 
manner  of  nght  which  they  may  have,  or 
lay  claim  to  by  the  Articles  of  Union,  for 
being  called  by  his  Majesty's  writ  as  as- 
sistants to  this  House,  and  for  being  placed 
as  such  upon  tiie  wool-^sacks  according  to 
their  ranks,  next  to  the  judges  of  Eng- 
land. * 

To  conclude,  my  Lords,  I  wish  this  af- 
fair had  been  expressly  and  particularly 
regulated  by  the  Articles  or  Union;  I 
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wi^  a  proper  clause  had  been  added,  ex- 
pfesdj  empowering  his  Majesty  to  call  the 
Jiu^es  of  Scotland  as  assistants  to  this 
House,  and  to  place  them  upon  the 
Tool-sacks  accordmg  to  their  ranks,  next 
to  the  Judges  of  England :  if  it  had  been 
then  thought  of,  I  am  convinced  it  would 
have  been  readily  agreed  to ;  considermg 
the  circumstances  Sie  two  nations  were 
then  in,  I  am  sure  none  of  your  lordships 
can  thmk  this  piece  of  respect,  which 
could  not  possibly  be  of  any  disadvan- 
t^e  to  the  people  of  England  and  which 
was  so  necessary  for  the  peoj^e  of  Scot^ 
land,  would  have  prevented  an  Union  so 
much  for  the  advantage  of  both  nations. 
But  in  treaties  of  such  a  nature,  it  is  im» 
possS^  to  foresee,  or  to  provide  for  all 
the  questions  that  may  afterwards  occur ; 
the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  Treaty  roust 
be  considered,  in  order  to  form  from  thence 
a  rule  for  the  deciding  any  question  that 
may  afterwards  arise,  which  does  noti^pear 
to  nave  been  expressly  provided  for  m  the 
Treaty ;  and  to  me  it  appears  evident  that, 
by  the  spirit  and  whole  tenor  of  the  Treaty 
of  Union,  it  was  intended,  that  no  dis- 
tinctions should  afterwards  be  made  be- 
tween the  people  of  the  two  nations,  or 
between  any  rank  of  men  in  one,  and  in 
the  same  rank  of  men  in  the  other,  but 
such  as  were  expressly  regulated  in  the 
Treaty  ;  or  that  any  advantages  should  be 
enjojred  by  thepeople  of  the  one  country, 
but  what  should  be  enjoyed  by  the  people 
of  the  other,  unless  otherwise  stipulated  in 
the  Treaty ;  and  as  it  is  a  very  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  people  of  England,  to  have 
their  Judges  odled  as  assistants  to  this 
House,  your  lordships  must  allow  the  peo- 
ple of  Scotland  are  intitled  to  the  same  ad- 
wantage  by  the  Articles  of  Union ;  you 
must  aDjw  that  no  distinction  ought  to  be 
made  between  the  Judges  of  the  supreme 
courts  in  Scotland,  and  the  judges  of  the 
supreme  courts  in  England;  therefore,  I 
thmk,  yoo  cannot  agree  to  the  resolution 
that  has  been  proposed,  I  hope  you  will 
not  agree  to  it,  witnout  the  saving  clause  I 
have  mentioned. 

This  was  the  Substance  of  the  Debate 
upon  thb  occasion ;  and  the  question  being 
at  last  put  upon  the  motion  for  resolving 
Si  before  mentioned,  to  examine  the 
Scotch  Judges  at  the  bar,  it  was,  upon  a 
division,  carried  in  the  Affirmative,  by  48 
to  57.  Then  the  House  boing  resumed, 
the  lord  Delawar,  who  was  in  the  chair, 
reported  the  Resolution  of  the  Committee 
whichy  after  some  little  debate,  was  car- 


ried in  the  affiimative,  upon  a  division  as 
follows :  viz.  ContenUpresent  47,  Proxies 
16— 63.  Not  ContenU  present  S6,  Proxies 
1^— ^1.  After  which  the  three  Scotdfi 
Judges  were  caUed  to  the  bar,  where  they 
appeared  in  their  robes,  and  some  few 
questimis  were  asked  them. 

The  principal  Speakers  in  the  Debate 
for  calling  the  Scotch  Judges  to  the  Bar, 
were  the  earls  of  Abiogdoo,  Aylesford. 
Chesterfield,  Strafford,  and  Winchelsea, 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  lord  Delawar,  and 
lord  Bathurst;  the  principal  Speakera 
against  it,  were,  the  duke  of  Argyle,  the 
earl  of  Isla,  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  the 
lord  Hervey,  the  duke  of  Athol,  the  earl  of 
Craufiird,  and  the  earl  of  Finlater. 

The  Lord  Provost  and  the  City  of  Edioi^ 
burgh  having  been  admitted  to  be  heard 
by  their  Counselagainst  the  Bill,  that  hear- 
ing began  on  May  4,  and  was  continued 
everyday  till  the  7th^  and  then  the  Bill  was 
committed  for  the  9th ;  when  it  passed  in 
theCommittee ;  and  on  the  1  lth,«  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed  ion  a  division,  54 
Contents,  to  22  Not  Contents. 

In  the  Debate  on  this  irfbir,  in  the 
House  of  LordS|  the  followmg  speediea 
were  made : 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  said : 

My  Lords,  I  shall  be  fiur  from  saying  any 
thing  that  may  seem  to  favour  the  actors 
of  a  crime,  than  which,  from  the  circum* 
stances  of  barbarity  that  attended  it,  and 
from  the  contempt  of  majesty  it  ex- 
pressed, no  age  or  country  ever  produced 
a  blacker ;  neither  shall  I  pretend  to  de« 
fend  the  abilities,  as  a  magistrate,  of  the 
unfortunate  person  who  is  the  subject  of 
part  ofthe  Bill  now  depending;  but  it  is 
ray  opinion,  that  if  any  thing  can  be  just* 
ly  charged  upon  him  from  the  evidence 
that  has  been  laid  before  this  House,  it  ia- 
not  treachery,  but  folly,  and  that  he  rather 
is  an  object  of  pity  than  censure.  I  must 
however,  take  notice  of  what  has  been  said 
with  respect  to  the  lenity  of  this  House,  in 
the  present  proceedings  against  the  Lord 
Provost  and  citizens  of  Edinburgh.—^ 
Really,  for  my  own  share,  I  cannot  think 
of  a  proceecfing  more  harsh  or  unprece* 
dented  than  the  present ;  as  I  believe  there  ^ 
is  no  instance  of  the  whole  weight  of  par- 
liamentary indignation  (for  such,  my* 
Lords,  I  call  a  proceeding  by  a  Bill  ex  post 
Jofto)  falling  upon  any  single  person,  far 
less  upon  any  community,  for  crimes  that 
are  within  the  reoich  of  tOQ  iaferior  courts 
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of  justice  to  punish ;  for  lihis  reesen*  mj 
Lords,  I  saV)  that  if  the  Lord  Pk-oyoet  and 
citizens  of  Edinburgh  should  su&r  in  the 
terms  of  the  present  Bill,  the  proceeding 
against  thena  u  so  &r  from  deserving  the 
fiame  of  lenity,  that  they  will  sufier  by  a 
cruel,  an  unjust,anda&nta8ticalprooeediBg. 
A  proceeding  my  Lords,  of  which,  very  bad 
-vse  may  be  made,  if  ever  this  nation  should 
have  the  misfortune  to  fall  under  a  partial, 
0elf*tnteresled  administration.  That  part 
of  the  present  Bill  which  affects  the  citizens 
of  Edmburgh,  ought  to  be  the  principal 
concern  of  every  nobleman  in  this  House. 
Tor,  though  we  may  determine  the  pro- 
perties of  private  persons,  and  may  adjust 
the  pririleges  of  communities,  we  cannot 
infringe  the  rights  of  nations.  To  pass 
the  present  BilX  my  Lords,  in  the  shape 
it  is  now  in,  is  what  I  will  be  bold  to  say, 
and  I  say  it  of  my  own  knowledge  and  of 
my  own  experience  (but  with  a&  the  re- 
spect that  IS  due  to  this  august  aasembly ) 
it  is  what  €fven  the  whole  legislative  body 
caanot  do.  I  was  in  the  parliament  A' 
Scotland  when  that  part  of  the  Treaty  of 
Union  relating  to  tne  privileges  of  the 
royal  burghs  was  settled,  and,  my  Lords, 
these  privileges  were  put  upon  the  same 
footing  with  religion,  that  is,  they  were  not 
alterable  by  any  subsequent  parliament  of 
Great  Britain.  It  is  true,  some  moved, 
that  they  should  be  submitted  to  such  al- 
terations, as  the  fi^lianient  of  Great  Bri- 
tain should  in  time  coming,  &r  good  rea- 
sons, think  fit  to  make.  But,  my  Lords, 
after  a  full  ddimte,  it  was  carried,  that  they 
ihould  not  be  subject  to  any  such  altera- 
tions. The  nation  of  Scotland,  in  all  the 
prooeedings  at  that  time,  treated  with  Eng- 
land as  an  independent  and  free  people ; 
and  as  that  Treaty,  my  Lords,  had  no  other 
guasantee  for  die  due  performance  of  its 
wrticle^,  but  the  faith  and  honour  of  a  Bri- 
tish Parliament,  it  would  be  both  unjust 
and  ungenerous,  diouki  ^lis  House  agree 
to  any  proceeding  that  has  the  least  ten- 
dency to  infringe  tt« 

That  many,  nay  most  of  the  Articles  of 
the  Treaty  of  Union,  are  subject  to  be  al- 
tered by  a  British  parliament,  I  shall  not 
deny.  Nor  shall  I  disjiute,  but  that  if  the 
people,  or  if  the  msgoritv  of  the  people  of 
Scolland^hould,  for  gooa  reasons,  petition 
for  an  fiUeration  in  this,  or  any  other  arti- 
cle, I  aay,  I  «hall  not  diapute  but  that  this 
House  might,  md  ought  to  make  the  da- 
aired  alteration  :  but  I  believe  no  lord  in 
dus  liowe  wiU  aay,  tliib  is  the  present 
<iase. 


It  haa  been  OMich  iosistM  on,  that  the 
gate  in  question  must  necessarily  be  de- 
molished, in  order  to  leave  to  the  King's 
forces  a  free  entry  into  the  city  of  Edin- 
burgh when  any  exigency  requires  them. 
No  one,  my  lords,  is  more  sensible  than  I 
am,  how  reasonable  it  is  that  the  King's 
forces  should  have  free  access,  to  suppre^ 
every  conunotion  of  the  like  nature  with 
that  now  under  our  consideration.  But, 
I  believe,  X  can  propose  a  method,  by 
which  every  lord  in  this  House  will  be  sa- 
tisfied how  that  end  may  be  answered 
more  effectually,  and  without  any  of  the 
bad  consequences  attending  it,  that  pro- 
bably will  attend  the  demolishing  the  gate 
in  question. 

The  castle  of  Edinburgh,  my  Lords,  is 
the  King's  House,  and  no  one  can  doubt 
his  Mi^ty's  power  to  send  as  many 
forces  mto  it  as  he  pleases;  should  we 
therefore  petiticm  his  Majesty,  that  the 
barracks  maybe  eolarged,  and  the  number 
oftroof)sin  garrison  incceased,  there  ii 
no  room  to  question  but  that  the  ends  pro- 
posed will  be  more  effectually  answered 
than  they  can  be  by  any  expedient  laid 
down  ia  the  present  BiiL 

The  Nether-bow  Gate,  my  lords,  stands 
in  a  very  narrow  street ;  near  it  are  always 
a  great  Qumbt r  of  coachesand  carts.  Let 
us  suppose  another  insurrectioD  is  to  hap- 
pen ;  in  tliat  case,  my  I^ords,  should  the 
con^rators  have  the  presence  of  mind  to 
barricade  the  street  with  these  carriages, 
as  may  be  done  by  a  doxen  of  fellows,  I 
affirm,  and  I  appeal  for  the  truth  of  what  I 
advance  to  any  man  of  my  trade,  who 
knows  tl)e  situation  of  the  place,  if  £00 
men  ma^  not  then  keep  o«t  10,000,  for  a 
bnger  time  than  that  in  which  the  mob 
executed  their  bloody  designs  upon  For* 
toous.  Besides,  my  lords,  I  think  it  has 
be«i  made  out  by  the  gentlemen  against 
the  Bill,  that  the  gate  in  question  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  collecting  the  city  re- 
venue, and  for  preventing  smugglers.  In 
that  case,  my  Lords,  I  do  not  see  how  this 
gate  can  be  taken  away  without  d^nagiag 
not  only  the  revenue  of  the  city,  but  that 
of  the  crown.  Thus  much,  my  hordsy  I 
have  thought  fit  to  say,  with  reapect  to 
that  part  of  the  Bill  that  rekites  to  the  de- 
molishing of  the*  city-ffate. 

I  shalfnow  proceed  to  the  other  part,  I 
mean  that  of  taking  away  the  guard  ;  but 
perhaps  it  will  be  nocesaarr  to  make  some 
remarks  on  the  right  by  which  the  city  of 
Edinburgh  enjoys  this  guard  ;  it  fvos  con- 
ficiQfid  to  thaiin  'bjr  u  paxUsmoot  of  Scot* 
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land,  under  the  immortal  deliverer  of  oar 
reltgionand liberties, king  William;  apar- 
liameoty  my  Lords,  than  which  no  body 
of  meo  ever  shewed  greater  zeal  in  ac- 
quinngy  or  greater  resolution  in  defend- 
ing, t^  invaluable  blessings.  And  such 
ins  their  sense  of  the  services  of  the  town 
of  £diiihan;fa,  that  it  is  inserted  in  the 
preamble  of  the  Bill,  that  the  said  guard 
vasgrmted  to  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh, 
«n  account  of  the  zeal  they  discovered 
vlien  religion  and  liberty  were  at  stake. 
Will  such  a  nailiament,  my  Lords,  and 
fiich  a  king,  plead  nothing  in  their  behalf; 
iQd  most  one  wrbng  step,  allowing  it  to 
be  such,  forfeit  the  merit  of  a  lone  tract 
of  services  I  When  I  was  honoured  with 
the  command  of  the  forces  in  Scotland 
against  the  rebels,  in  the  year  1715,  and 
at  the  head  of  those  nitanerous  armies  and 
sqoadrons,  for  ao  our  Grazettes  represented 
turn  to  be,  which  amounted  to  about 
1700  men,  I  had  information  that  a  body 
of  the  rebels  had  ventured  to  Leith,  and 
that  they  deseed  to  attack  the  city  of 
Edinburgh.  Though  I  had  not  a  troop 
Titb  me  at  that  tune,  I  saw  this  ver^ 
:|Qard,  which  you  are  to  break  by  this 
MjdFBv  out,  and  march  down  a^nst 
tlierdieis  in  ks  good  order,  and  witli  as 
|ood  aahew  of  resolution  as  I  ever  beheld 
D  any  body  of  men.  The  effect  was,  that 
the  rebels  altered  their  design,  and  ad- 
vanced no  farther ;.  thanks  to  them  they 
^  not,  they  having  the  odds  of  five  fight* 
iog  men  to  one.  >  This  was  not  all  the  ser- 
vice they  did  at  that  important  juncture  ; 
the  reheb  had  gained  over  a  Serjeant  of 
<he  garrison  in  the  castle  of  Edinburgh, 
v^  promised  to  assist  them  in  surprizing 
tile  garrison  ;  and  had  it  not  been  tnat  the 
^^dderathev  made  use  of  proved  too  short, 
%  must  nave  succeeded  :  which  would 
It  that  time  have  given  a  great  blow  to 
the  kio^s  affiiirs  in  that  country ;  and  it 
*tt  entirely  owine  to  the  vigilance  of  the 
dtj-guard,  that  the  conspirators  were  dia- 
corered,  and  many  of  them  seized. 

Bat,  my  Lords,  setting  aside  all  these 
consideiations,  I  tiiink  there  are  some  of 
}  private  nature,  that  ought  not  a  little  to 
influence  your  lordships  in  the  present 
^.  Yon  have  examined  into  the  con- 
voy and  usefidness  of  the  city-guard  of 
^<^urgh:  you  have  found,,  that  on 
*»ny  occasions,  it  has  been  of  great  use; 
^}io  the  present  unhappy  case,  your 
'^^^^ups  seem  to  approve  or  the  conduct 
q' the  gentleman  whoee  turn  it  was  to  com- 
*»nd  the^  night  in  which  Porteous  was 


murdered.  Now  my  lords,  I  would  gladly 
know  why  the  other  two  Companies  whicK 
composed  that  guard,  and  widi  whom  no 
fiiult  is  pretended  to  be  found,  should  be 
e^ual  Stufferers  with  those  who  were  that 
mght  upon  duty,  whom  the  present  Bill 
supposes  to  liave  been  guilty;  and  why 
the  captain  commandmg  on  that  night,  who 
appears  not  to  have  been  ^ilty,  diould 
have  his  bread  taken  from  him  I  Some  of 
yoMv  lordsh^s  have  been  pleased  to  men- 
tion the  great  lenity  with  whicli  this  Bill  is 
attended;  but  where  the  lenity  is  of  taking 
a  gentleman's  bread  from  him,  a^er  having 
done  his  duty  honestly,  I  cannot  compre- 
hend ;  at  least  if  I  may  judge  of  another 
by  myself,  I  was  so  far  from  taking  it  as  a 
favour,  that  I  looked  on  it  as  the  greatest 
hardship  I  ever  met  with  in  the  whole 
course  of  my  life,  when  I  was  obliged  to 
resign  to  another  a  commission  in  which  I 
had  honestly  and  faithfully  served.  Some 
regardy  my  lords,  ought  likewise  to  be  had 
to  the  private  men,  who  are  to  be  deprived 
of  their  bread ;  and  the  present  Bill  makes 
no  provision  for  then^,  though  it  appears 
by  the  evidence  laid  before  your  lordships 
that  they  were  entirely  innocent. — Nor 
is  any  care  taken  by  it  of  having  the  city 
of  Edinburghprovided  with  another watc^; 
and,  my  Loros,  I  conceive  there  is  no  city, 
of  an  equal  largeness  with  that  of  Edin-* 
burgh,  that  can  be  without  a  regular  watch 
of  some  kind  or  other. 

I  must  now  observe,  my  Lords,  that 
great  zeal  has  appeared  in  this  House  to 
pass  the  present  Bill  into  an  Act,  which  is 
to  afiect  a  person,  whose  only  crime 
seems  to  have  been,  that  he  was  unfit  for  a 
trust  that  requires  an  active  and  a  vigilant 
man  ;  and  against  the  citizens  of  Edin- 
bui]gh,  who  ar^  only  guilty  in  not  fore- 
seeing what  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
have  foreseen  ;  and  yet,. my  lords,  no  Bill 
has  been  brought  in  to  brine  the  persons 
who  have  been  ^ilty  of  that  barbarous 
murder  to  justice :  these,  my  Lords,  ought- 
to  be  the  immediate  ol^ects  of  the  resent- 
ment of  this  House ;  for  where  such  des- 
perate enthusiasts  are  harboured,  no  state 
can  be  secure  of  its  peace,  and  no  private 
person  of  his  property.  Great  insinuations,' 
my  Lords,  have  been  made,  that  this  and 
many  other  Tumults^  that  have  frequently, 
happened  of  late  in  the  united  kingdom, 
have  been  owing  to  the  oppression  of  the 
noagistrate:  for  my  part,  my  Lords,  X 
have  heard  of  no  particular  acts  of  oppres-* 
sion,  and  I  believe  I  may  venture  to  say, 
neither  has  any  of  your  lordships,  as  we 
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xi)ust  all  havfc  done  if  any  such  had  been. 
But,  my  Lords,  can  riots  proceed  from 
no  other  cause  but  from  the  oppression  of 
the  magistrate  ?  Have  people  no  other 
motives  to  rebellion  but  thd  suggesdons  of 
despair  ?  I  believe,  my  Lor£,  we  may 
£nd,fVomthe  history  of  past  times,  that 
the^y  hare  always  had,  and  from  the  ex- 
]yenen(;e  of  the  present,  that  they  still  con- 
tinue to  have  other  motives. 

This  riotous  and  rebellious  spirit  of 
theire,  does  not  proceed  from  any  oppres- 
sion in  the  governors  or  civil  magistrates 
of  that  country,  as  has  been  strongly  insi- 
nuated, but  from  a  few  fanatical  preachers^ 
lately  started  up  in  that  country,  who  by 
their  sermons  and  otherwise  instil  into  the 
minds  of  the  vulgar  and  ignorant,  such  en- 
thusiastical  notions  as  are  inconsistent 
iVhh  aU  government,  by  making  sedition 
atidT^bsllion  a  principle  of  iheir  religion. 
From  this  cause  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
the  Tumult  at  Edinburgh  proceeded ;  and 
to  this  is  owing  diat  ill-judged  fidelity  of 
iJife  guilty  towards  one  another,  by  which 
ihe  secret  was,  before  the  execution, 
xlnade  impenetrable,  and  by  which  the  dis- 
covery ot  the  persons  concerned  has  since 
been  rendered  impossible.  But  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Edinburgh,  I  am  convinced, 
tibere  are  very  few  tainted  with  such  prin- 
c^les,  because  they  seldom  or  never  near 
ahy  such  doctrineSv 

I  have  now,  my  Lords,  given  my  opinion 
with  respect  to  the  present  Bill,  so  far  as  I 
haye  had  opportunity  to  know  any  thing 
rf  its  tendency,  or  the  evidence  upon 
which  it  is  founded  ;  and  I  think,  that  if 
we  consent  to  the  passing  it  into  a  law,  at 
least  in  the  shape  it  is  now  in,  we  rfiall  do 
what  is  both  imprudent  and  unjust. 

.  Hht  Lord  Clmnceilor  Hardwidx*  roBt 
and  and : 


*  *'  ft  may  be  necessRrj^  to  aoqotint  the 
VMder,  that  liefore  tbis  litfkir  oame  tn  be  «gi  * 
tated  in  parliainent,  great  aherationa  happened 
in  the  high  offices  ef  the  law.  Lord  Talbot 
had  succeeded  sir  Peter  King,  as  lord  cban- 
Qellor  4)f  Creat  Britain. .  He  was  an  iUastrious 
exception  to  the  venality  charged  upon  the 
profession  of 'the  law  ;  his  life  was  moral,  bis 
heart  was  good,  and  his  head  was  clear  ;-  nor 
did  ever  man  611  that  high  station  with  greater 
abiKtien  and  approliation  of  the  public.  But 
jost  as  the  na^oa  was,  in  m  manner,  faerinaiBg 
10  reap  the  benefits  of  bis  virtues, .be  was 
■batched  away  by  death.  -As  lord  Talbot  bad 
succee«1ed  a  very  weak  man^  his  abilities  wens 
ihe  more  conspicuous  ;  but  his  successor,  who 
was  the  lord  Hardwicke,  Chief  Justice  of  the 


My  Lords,  as  this  Househas  agreed  ti 
the  preamble  of  the  Bill  now  before  us, 
believe  it  wiU^be  found  vcrr  extraordinary,  i 
any  thmg  were  inserted  m  the  body  of  thi 
Bill  that  shoukl  contradict  the  preamhk 
This  we  must  do,  if  we  agree  to  the  motioj 
made  by  the  noble  peer  who  spoke  last 
and  thus  we  shall  send  down  to  the  Hou^ 
of  Coinmons  a  Bill  of  pains  and  penalties 
where  no  pains  and  penalties  at«  implied 
or  else  a  new  bill  must  be  brought  in,  I 
new  preamble  drawn  up,  and  a  new  cours 
of  evidence  gone  through,  which  at  thj 
time  of  the  session  wouM  be  impracticable 
Besides  all  this,  if  the  expedient  proposed 
by  the  noWe  peer  was  to  be  followed,  if  b* 
sufiering  the  city  gate  to  remain  as  befoil 
the  riot  happened,  the  barracks  of  the  cM 
tie  were  to  be  enlarged,  so  as  to  contain  I 
greater  number  of  soldiers  in  garrisoj 
there ;  we  must  come  to  a  resolution  d 
addressing  his  Majesty  for  that  purpose 
and  by  these  means  all  that  we  have  beei 
doing  in  this  affiur,  for  near  these  fod 
monnis,  has  been  quite  unnecessary,  sri 
must  go  for  nothing.  Every  peer  in  th^ 
House  must  be  sensible  how  ill  this  wouli 
sound  at  home,  and  how  ridiculous  it  woul 
appear  abroad.  I  am  fkr  from  dispu^ 
ing  the  good  services  the  town  of  fidiii 
burgh  has  formerly  done ;  but  the  merit  c| 
ancestors  in  a  former  age,  can  never  atsnl 
for  the  degeneracy  of  their  posterity  in  tl^ 

E resent  As  I  very  much  respect  the  n<i 
le  peer  who  spoke  last,  I  shall  be  Itkefri^ 
fhr  irom  doubting  of  the  truth  of  what  H 
has  advanced,  with  regard  to  the  tende!| 
ness  which  the  last  paniament  of  Scotian 
ex|M'e«sed  for  the  rights  of  the  royi 
burghs  in  that  kingdtftn.  I  say,  I  shall  bl 
ftir  from  doubting  it,  because  the  noM 
lord  advances  it  from  his  own  knowledgJ 
But  these  privileges  must  he  ztnayn  lookej 
upon  as  pTTvBeges  which  the  citizens  i 
Edinburgh  mnm^monally  enjoyed,  and  • 
which  they  could  not  be  deprived  withoi^ 
irfjuring  them,  not  only  as  citizens  d 
Edinbuitth,  but  as  subjects  of  die  kingj 
dom.  Had  a  bill  been  brought  into  par 
liaraent  for  breaking  iheir  charter,  distolv 

King's  Bench,  entered  upon  that  high  i^fa^ 
wiih  as  great  expectations  as  ever  man  enlw 
upon  any  office,  and  which  were  aa  dfectaall^ 
answered.  Sir  Willfam  Lae,  a  slow,  bat  i 
sound  lawyer,  was  made  Lord  Cblei'  Aistioe  t^ 
the  &ii)g'«BeQch  ;  air  John  WiUea,  «heiUtf^ 
ney-Oeoeral,  was  made  Cbiff  Justice  of  tb^ 
Coiirt  of  Common-pleas;  Dudley  Ryder  suo^ 
ceeUed  him  as  Attorney-General,  and  Wr* 
Straoge  was  made  Solidtor-GeMraL**  Tiadal^ 
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ihAcoftposftiop^  <v  uJdng  from  them. 
^^ir  ^giu  of  sending  a  represenUtive  to 
lyJijuBeat;  ihat,  inoted,  badboen  strik- 
■g  at  <«gntml8»  and  Uiere  would  have 
mn  greiit  weight  in  what  w3fe  obiecte^ 
|¥  ftbe  noble  lord.  But  it  was  ajgreed  upoo^ 
p  haads  that  the  tpwn-guord  i$  of  a  very 
jiteiUodiog;  and  if  so,  it  never  can  be 
^ckoned  among  tiieir  ancient  and  in^me* 
■oriai  privilegea*  Nor  can  I  see  how 
Uitr  the  demolishing  a  gate,  or  the  keep^ 
pg  it  open,  can  afiect  them.  It  having 
pen  provodt  my  Lords,  that  it  waa  owing 
p  this  gate  beif^  shut  that  Uie  barbarous 
pub  happraeo,  or  at  least  that  it  was 
j^soporessod;  dm  preventing  &ny  such 
pnalt  tor  the  future,  is  of  much  ^eater 
IVSfif  oence,  both  to  the  crown  and  t^  the 
jffy  than  any  loss  that  the  revenue  of 
pAer  can  suncr  by  its  being  taken  away. 
Ifer,  indeed,  do  I  v^e  any  loss  that  can  en- 

&if  a  watch  of  the  like  nature  with  the 
^^witch  in  Loudon  were  appointed  to 
tad  tbwpe  so  many  hours  ea^  night,  as 
kfisteusedto  be  kept  shut.    Tins  roe- 
U,}rffind,isFery  effectual  in  other  cities* 
[I  briieve,  my  Lords,  tliere  have  been 
l^w  bllh  brought  into  this  House 
irbich  your  lorddiips,  however  difier- 
moj^inion  in  other  respects,  will  more 
%  concur   than  witn  tbt  present. 
have  seen  bills  of  this  kind  before, 
we  have  heard  many  plausible  argu- 
mus  advaauscd  againet  them;  but  I  can- 
m'mMem  how »ny  one,  who  wishee  well 
^iiii King  and  his  country,  cam  loc^  upon 
iapn«^t  Bill,  which  ia  calculated  only 
^pwiih  a  visible  negbect  of  the  interest 
f  Dotb»  as  a  j.ob,  and  refuse  hia  concur- 
nf»  to  it  on  th3t  account.    The  time 
ii^  IndMd,  when  races  of  popularity  were 
aw}  when  gaining  a  borough  or  a 
tj  laight  have  beea  the  modivea  of 
»tfiroiB  a  bill  of  this  nature ;  but  I 
thet;  Bie  t^oMmi^  persons  aow-andays, 
|tie«it  I  hope  there  are  none  amcmg  us, 
ybowill  sacrifice  the  honour  of  govern- 
M>t  in  general  to  any  job,  or  to  any 
friU^  Fiews  whatever.     Some  think  to 
jlffm^  natioos  by  a  party,  without  imy 
liprtotke  good  of  government  in  g^ne- 
lit;bitfitisapitifidwayof  governii^g.   A 
|Ma  who  acts  zealoitsly  for  the  good  of  his 
^Pimtiy,  will  make  the  rule  of  £fi  conduct 
^tktinteBifit  of  the  whole,  which  ia  as  much 
lllimftodby  the  maxims  of  pun^ 
^iwlftioDs  ^if,  ae  rewardmg  particular  #er- 
mi  doae  to  govemmepts  in  general. 
ykow«r,I  m$  acto  in  thk  maimorracts 


The  Duke  of  Argj/U  apoke  to  this  ef« 
feet: 

I  did  not  intend^  to  have  troubled  your 
lordships  with  adding  any  thing  to  whfi^  I 
have  said  upon  the  subject  of  the  Bill  now 
before  us;  but  1  find  myself  so  plainly 
poiotod  atj^in  the  latter  end  of  the  speech 
of  the  n^^le  lord  who  spoke  last,  that  I 
think  I  a!4  obliged  to  say  something,  that 
may  acquit  me  of  the  imputation  that  hia 
words  insinuate*  I  should  be  very  glad  if  I  -^^ 
have  mistaken  Uie  noble  lord's  design; 
which  I  have  the  more  reasop  to  hope  I  / 
b4vo  done,  because  I  have,  ^^ever  f<^ea  ta 
express  the  greatest  friendship,  I  may  a^yi^ 
lofe  and  esteem  for  his  person;  aslhavo 
al^vays  entertained  the  highest  respect,  for 
his  station  ond  character.  My  Lords, )( 
am  np  minister,  I  nsver  was  a  ministerg  ' 
and  I  never  will  bo  one.  Time  was  when 
I  might  have  been  a  piece ^f  a  minister, 
but  I  was  too  sensible  of  ray  own  want  oi 
capacity  to  engage  in  any  ^tate  af&irs ;  and 
I  inank  God,  f  had  alv^ys  too  great  a  vatu^ 
for  those  few  abilities  which  nature  ha# 

Si^ren  me  to  employ  them  iu  doing  any 
rudgery,  or  any  job  pf  wliat  kind  soever, 
I  have,  ever  since  I  set  out  in  the  world,' 
(aad  I  believe  few  set  out  more  ^arly) 
serv^  m^  prince  with  my  tpngue,  I  hav^ 
served  him  with  any  little  ii^terest  I  had, 
and  I  have  served  him  in  mytfadex 
and  were  I  to-morrow  to  be  stripped  of  ali 
the  .employmefits  which  I  have  ep^ea** 
voured  honestly  and  faitb&Hy  to  deservej, 
X  would  aerve  him  again,  to  the  utmost  of 
my  power,,  and  jbo  the  last,  drop  c^  my 
blood.  Can  any  man  say,  m^  Jpords,  that 
ever  I  r^n  the  races  of  popularity^  or,  that 
ever  I  was  engaged  in  any  dirtjr  job  of 
elections,  even  when  I  met  with  treatment^ 
and  was  in  circumstances  which,  perhaps, 
one  would  have  thou^t  might  justify  such^ 
a  conduct  ?  and  cao  it  \>e  suspec^d  tliat  I 
wll]  now  be  dipt  in  any  such  ?  J\hay^  <^ 
posed  the  present  Bill,  my  Lords,  UecauB9 
I  look  upon  it  to  be  ^n  invaaion  upm  pro<* 
perty  in  that  part  of  the .  kingdond.  .  And 
on  Uiat  account  my  Lords,  were,  it  upoii  . 
ju>  other,  I  have  more  reason  to  oppose  it^ 
th^m  any  man  in  this  House,  nay  ptr^ape, 
than  any  man  in  .the  united  ^ngdom  :  be- 
cause there  is  none  whose  property  ia  thery 
80  extensive  as  my  own.  {likewise. look 
upon  it,  my  Lords,  ae  an  enG^roacbmena 
upon  liberty,  and  on  this  account,  no  maa 
has  better  reaaon  to  oppose  it.  My  fimnly^ 
my  Lords,  has  been  always  persecuted,  and 
has  o^n  bled  under  tynmts,  and  neVer 
hadabr«athii9g-<timebvttbatofiiberty ;  ind 
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should  bills  of  this  nature  pass  into  laws, 
there  is  reason  to  be  afraid  of  their  conse- 
quences, with  respect  to  our  liberties. 

The  Lord  Hardwicke  replied  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect: 

That  he  observed  with  the  greatest  con- 
ceruy  that  the  noble  lord  who  snoke  last 
had  mistaken  bis  meaning ;  that  he  enter- 
'tained  the  highest  opinion  c^  that  noble 
lord's  candour,  integrity  and  abilities,  and 
that  it  never  was  his  intention  to  insinuate 
the  least  thin?  to  the  disadvantage, 
either  of  the  nwe  peer,  or  any  of  his  re- 
lations. That  the  words  which  had  given 
the  noble  peer  offence,  were  only  to  be 
understood  of  what  had  been  practised  in 
former  times,  and  what  possibly  may  be  in 
the  present ;  but  that  the  noble  lord  was 
the  last  man  b  the  world  to  whom  be  would 
have  them  applied. 

Pboceepikgs  in  the  Commons  re- 
lating TO  THE  Murder  of  Captain 

PORTEOUS:      AND    THE    BiLL     AGAINST 

THE  Provost  and  City  op  Edin- 
burgh.] May  16.  The  Bill  *  entitled, 
*<  An  Act  to  disable  Alexander  Wilson, 
esq.  from  taking,  holding,  or  enjoying  any 
Office  pr  place  of  Magistracy  in  the  city  of 
Edbbur^h,  or  elsewhere  in  Great  Britain, 
and  for  imprisoning  the  said  Alexander 
Wilson,  and  for  abdishing  the  Guard  kept 
vp  ii»  the  said  city,  commonly  called  the 
town  guard,  and  for  taking  away  the  sates  of 
ihe  Nether-Bow  Port  of  the  said  city, 
and  keeping  open  the  same,''  was  received 
from  the  Lords. 

<rhe  Title  <^  the  Bill  being  read, 

Mr.  Ogletkorpe  opposed  the  receiving 
the  Bill  at  aD :  oecause  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  House  of  Lords  would  renise  to 
receive  from  that  House  any  Bill  of 
pains  and  penalties,  which  might  affect  anv 
member  oif  their  House;  and  that  if  such 
a  precedent  was  set,  as  that  a  House  of 
Peers  for  every  offence  committed,  or  sup- 
posed to  be  committed  by  a  commoner, 
might  send  down  a  Bill  of  pains  «nd  penal- 
ties to  be  passed  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, the  independency  o£  the  Commons 
must  be  utterly  broken. 

Sir  John  Barnard,  Suppose  the  Bill 
which  is  sent  down  had  enacted,  that  among 
other  pains  and  penalties  the  city  of  Edin- 
burgh sliould  from  henceforth  cease  to  be 
a  oity  or  corporation.  Could  any  gentle- 
man, af^or  the  passing  such  a  Bill,  have 
kept  his  seat  in  this  House  as  member  for 


that  city  or  corporation  I  Sh-,  he  must  have 
ceased  to  be  a  member,  as  soon  as  the  cor- 
poration he  represented  ceased  to  be  a  cor- 
poration :  and  shall  we  ever  receive  a  Bill 
from  the  other  House  for  turning  one  of 
our  own  members  out  of  doors?  This 
House  ought  to  shew  as  much  respect  for 
their  constituents,  from  whom  they  derive 
their  right  of  sitting  here,  as  they  would  do  to 
their  representatives  themselves.  If  any 
preference  is  due,  it  is  due  to  that  body  from 
whom  they  derive  their  right  of  sitting 
in  this  place,  for  while  they  are  judging  one 
of  their  own  members,  they  are  judging  of 
their  own  privileges;  but  while  they  are 
judging  of  tlieir  constituent's  rights  or  pro- 
perties, they  are  j  udging  of  what  is  not  tneir 
own,  but  what  they  have  only  in  trust: 
and  of  which  they  therefore  ought  to  be 
more  tender. 

Mr.  Duncan  Forbes ^  [The  King's  Ad- 
vocate for  Scotland.]  It  would  sound 
very  ill,  that  a  British  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  which  there  are  but  45  represen- 
tatives for  Scotland,  should  receive  such  a 
bill :  Edinburgh  is  now  a  city  of  Great 
Britain,  nay,  the  second  city.  And  I  ap- 
peal to  the  gentlemen  who  represent  the 
cities  and  boroughs  of  England,  to  know 
in  what  manner  they  would  treat  a  BiQ 
inflicting  such  pains  and  penalties  upon 
any  of  the  cities  which  tney  represent. 
They  are  in  honour  obliged  to  protect  the 
Commons  of  Scotland  as  much  as  the 
Commons  of  England ;  because  the  Scots 
trusted  to  their  honour,  when  they  united 
with  them  upon  the  terms  they  did.  They 
are  in  prudence  obliged  to  protect  the  pn- 
vileges  of  eveiy  borough  of  Scotland  as 
much  as  the  privileges  of  any  borough  of 
England;  because  no  incroachment  can 
be  made,  no  injury  done  to  the  one,  but 
what  may  be  made  a  precedent  for  doing 
the  same  to  the  other:  If  they  allow  the 
other  itouse  to  incroach  upon  the  privi- 
leges of  the  Conunons  of  Scotland,  it  wiU 
be  a  precedent  for  their  incroaching  upon 
the  Commons  of  England.  If  they  ac- 
cept of  this  Bill,  if  they  give  it  a  reading, 
I  snail  soon  expect  to  see  a  Bill  brou^t 
them  from  the  other  House,  for  turning 
some  of  their  members  out  of  doors. 

Sir  WUUam  Yonge.  The  othjer  House 
has  a  power  of  enquiring.  When  they 
begun  the  exercise  of  that  power,  they 
found  it  necessary  to  go  a  step  farther,  and 
to  punish  as  well  as  enquire,  which  ther 
could  do  no  otherwise  than  by  the  Bill 
now  before  us.  As  this  is  their  only  aim, 
as  it  is  an  aim  -  which  cannot  but  oe  ap« 
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profed,  I  hope  this  House  w31  not  be  too 
jealous  of  its  priTileffes  on  such  an  occa- 
fiioD ;  for  eren  thou^  it  were  indisputable 
that  the  other  House  ought  not  to  be  al- 
lowed to  bring  in  a  Bill  ror  inflicting  pains 
andpenslties  upon  any  city  or  borough  of 
Great  Britein,  jet  in  a  case  where  no  in- 
crosdunent  is  uitended,  and  which  may  bo 
grestlT  contribute  to  the  domestic  peace 
and  qmeTof  the  kinedom,  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  both  Houses,  not  to  be  OYer* 
fcrupoious  in  point  of  privilege. 

f^  Robert  Wmlpole,  It  was  very  natural 
for  the  other  House  to  enter  upon  this  enr 
quirr,  because  there  is  generally  a  kind  of 
cosatioD  of  business  in  that  House,  during 
the  first  three  or  four  weeks  of  the  session, 
which  are  generaDy  in  the  House  of  Com- 
vxm  taken  up  in  settling  the  Supplies  for 
the  current  service  of  tlie  government.  1 
an  as  jealous  of  the  rights  of  this  .House, 
■  anj  gentleman  here;  but  I  think  too 
icrupulous  a  jealousy  may  at  this  time  be 
ittended  with  the  worst  of  consequences. 
As  to  what  my  honourable  and  learned 
friend  behind  me  mentioned,  about  the 
tenderness  we  ought  to  shew  to  the  corpo- 
ntions  and  boroughs  we  represent,  espe- 
dially  those  of  Scotland;  I  think.  Sir,  our 
going  upon  this  Bill  is  the  greatest  mark 
(^tenderness  we  can  shew.  It  is  in  order 
to  punish,  in  a  more  exemplary  manner,  a 
practice,  that  has  been  but  too  much  en- 
couragedfof  late;  a  practice  that„if  not 
sappreased,  must  destroy  the  right  of  all 
corpoations,  and  periuips  abolish  the  pri- 
vileges of  this  House,  and  the  very  form  of 
ov consdtntion.  The  other  House  having 
entered  upon  this  enquhry,  has  brought 
the  BiD  to  such  a  forwardness,  that  per- 
^s  it  may  come  time  enough  to  prevent 
the  consemiences  before  it  is  too  late ; 
ther^ore,  I  think,  we  are  rather  obliffed 
|o  the  care  and  concern  they  have  taken 
io  this  affiur,  and  I  hope  gentlemen  will 
not  oppose  the  Bill,  without  better  reasons 
than  any  that  have  yet  appeared. 

Sir  WiUiam  Windham,  1  am  very  sorry 
that  what  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
^ke  last  has  said  is  but  too  true.  The 
uT8t  part  of  our  session  ia  commonly  spent 
in  gnuitmg  money  to  the  crown ;  but  for- 
ineriyitwasotherwise;  andifthis  House  had 
*«ken  ezampleby  their  ancestors,  instead  of 
voting  a  Supply  the  second  or  third  day  of 
"*e  Kssbn,  uey  would  have  voted  an  en- 
^  into  those  Riots  and  Tumults,  which 
^late  have  been  so  frequent  and  so  ge- 
Denl  all  over  the  kingdom;  forthep^le 
^€r  grow  tumultuous  without  some 
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cause,  and  it  is  verv  probable  the  late  tu- 
mults have  proceeded  from  some  abuses  or 
some  gi^ievanoes  which  they  ought  to  en- 
quire mto.  The  best  way  of  judging  of 
men's  intentions  is  by  their  actions ;  and 
as  the  Bill  brought  from  the  other  House, 
is  certainly,  as  we  think,  an  incroachment 
upon  the  privileges  of  this  House,  ^the 
surest  and  safest  way  of  judging  is,  to  sup- 
pose an  incroachment  was  mtended.  In- 
croachments  have  always  been  made  at  the 
most  favourable  junctures;  and  if  ever, 
the  other  House  shoidd  endeavour  to  in- 
croach  upon  this,  they  will  always  take 
occasion  to  do  it,  with  respect  to  Bills 
which  seem  abscrfutely  necessary ;  bo  that 
if  we  made  the  expediency,  or  ev^n  the 
necessity  of  a  BiD,  a  good  reason  for  sub- 
mittmg  to  an  incroachment,  we  should 
very  soon  have  no  privileges  left.  As  this 
House  is  the  grana  inquest  of  the  nation, 
it  is  their  proper  business  to  enquire  into 
aD  public  abuses,  especially  where  any  of 
their  own  members  are  concerned;  and  if 
the  other  House  does  upon  any  occasion 
take  upon  them  to  enquire  into  any  such 
public  abuse,  they  ought  to  proceed  no 
further  ;  they  might  then  at  a  conference 
conununicate  to  that  Housethe  discoveries 
they  had  made,  and  leave  it  to  that  House 
to  proceed  by  impeachment,  or  by  a  Bill 
of  pains  ana  penalties  ;  which  the  other 
House  might  have  done  in  the  present 
case;  and  uicir  not  having  done  so  seema 
to  shew,  they  had  an  intention  to  take 
advantage  of  that  favourable  opportunit]^ 
for  making  a  little  incroachment  upon  a 
privOc^,  which  they  knew  would  have 
otherwise  been  strenuously  contested. 
Whether  or  no  there  is  a  necessity  for  pu- 
nishing the  city,  or  any  of  the  magistrates 
of  Edinburgh,  cannot  appear  to  us  now, 
and  therefore  cannot  be  an  argument  of 
the  least  weight  in  this  debate;  but  sup- 
pose there  is  such  a  necessity,  there  is  no 
necessfty  of  the  session's  breaking  up  at  a 
certain  day.  We  may  go  upon  an  enquiry  • 
immediately ;  the  witnesses  are  all  in  town ; 
these  witnesses  may  soon  be  examined; 
and  upon  that  eicammation,  we  may  order 
a  new  JBiH  to  be  brought  in,  if  we  saw  cause ; 
and  that. new  Bill  may  pass  through 
both  Houses  long  before  it  will  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  put  an  end  to  the 
session :  therefore,  I  see  no  inconvenience 
that  can  ensue  from  not  receiving  the  Bill 
now  brought  from  the  other  House ;  and 
for  that  reason  cannot  agree  to  its  being 
read  a  first  time. 
The  Bill,  however,  was  r^  a  first  time, 
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Bsnd  i^n  8  inati«n  for  readiog  ita  seoiMid- 

Mr.  Patrick  Lindsay,  meniber  f«5r  Edin- 
burghy  spoke  as  follows : 

.  Sir;  Tlie  concern  vhidit  havt  in  tliU 
Bill,  SM  it  affocb  the  righu,  tbe  privil^es^ 
and  francbues  of  tlie  city  wliich  I  have  the 
Ijooour  to  represent  in  this  Hou^ e,  as  well 
aa  it  affects  personally  bim  who  lias  now 
the  honour  to  h^  the  chief  magistraite  of 
that  city;  this  concern,  I  aafySir,  w^Ul,  I 
])ope^  plead  my  excuse  to  this  honourable 
Uouse^  for  presuming  to  take  upon^ne.  Sir, 
to  submit  to  your  cousideration,  my  sense  of 
this  Bill,  ana  of  tlie  effects  of  it,  «lu>u)d  it 
pass  into  a  law.    Sir,  that'cruel,  barbarQus 
and  inhuman  murder,  that  most  ^outrageous 
and.  atrocious,  riot,  which  was  committed 
^  £dinbuigh  the  7th  of  Sept^p^bet  Is^ 
must  anect  every  person  of  humanity  with 
horror:   and  as  it  was.  Sir,  a  tnmp^ 
iiAg  upon  all  civil  goveromeots,  and  a  bold 
and  n)ani£^  violation  ^  the  laws,  and  a 
dicect  ii»sttlt  upim  the  legal  authority,  it 
^Sfiootfiiul  t«  caise  gentlemen's  indigna* 
^an,  and  to  r^use  ibe  reeenlinent  of  erery 
true  Briton  to  do  justice  to  the  public,  by 
yursuiag  aajr  meac^ire  (hat  inay  be  mo^t 
tikfily  to  p!«|Msh  so  bbek  a  crime,  a  crime 
fo  daogeroua  to  civil  sociei^,  and  to  bring 
tbe  execrable  and  desperate  aulbors  of  it 
fo  condign  punishment.    But,  Sir,  I  booe 
gentlemen'^  ^eal  £ot  justice  will  not  so  tar 
Vlind  theif  muler^tanding^  as  to  allow  them* 
.sy^vestobediyerted  from  ibe  pursuit  of  juf^ 
(ic^  and  to  be  misled  from  the  right  scent 
by  fklliag  #pon  the  innocent,  and  thereto 
fAow  the  £uilty  to  escape  aad  to  pass  ua- 
beeded.    By  wbom,  Sir,  was  this  bloody 
mur4^r«  tbis  ^euHrageoua  riot  committed^ 
Py^  iismb.  Sir ;  a  mob  composed,  as  mobs 
.i>Q}!f^fsi(Hiify  are,  of  the  lowest  class  of  the 
pe(4>^iet  by  oersons  e^  dissolute  and  bad 
livQi^  and  oi  wome  manners ;  persons  who 
^eijpise  the  ofice  of  magistracy,  wd  bate 
the  persons  of  ioa^i^atesy  because  uu^gis* 
trates  imnisb  aM  <Mm^oui  tbeir  erimes^ 
aedndstsainihecB  from  acts  of  violence, 
mad.  from  Gommittuig  disorders;  persons 
who  are  fume  to  4o  mischief,  and  when 
lliey  4^a(P  d9  it  wiA  hopes  of  impunity, 
jacely  ^  to  insult  and  abuse  the  persons 
ofmagi^rate»  :  Ji^i  who^  Sir,  aret^this^ 
AiU  to.bejpw^ed  for  this  riot?     Those 
•rbo  eommrijted  ihe  insult  j    No,  Sir ;  by  : 
•  alus  Bill  ti»ese  wIm  weiie  imailted  are  to  be 
punished,    js  4ibe  iasolenoe  <iif  the  Hudii- 
tude  to  be  represt  by  this  Bill  ?     Ho,  Sir ;  i 


weakened  by  this  Bill; :  In  a  free  eoontrf  , 
Sity  the  civil  magistrate  can  only  supnrcsi 
B3oA  prevent  riots  and  disorders :  and  now} 
By  puilishing  of  rioters  and  disorderly 
persons.  And  if  the  hands  of  the  civd 
magistrate  are  not  strengthened,  tba  office 
of  magistracy  must  become  useless. 

Sir;  I  have  observed,  since  I  came  Isit 

to  this  place,  that  a  very  odd  notion  has 

prevailed  here,  and  witli  great  grief  and 

concern,  Sir,  I  find  tbis  notion  to  bo 

genera],  that  persons  of  all  ranks,  (ja 

that  country  where  that  abominable  crime 

WBH   committed)  favour   this    foul,  thji 

black,  tbis  most  detestable  crioie;  thsa 

which.  Sir,  nothing  is  more  unjust,  ao- 

thing  more  i^lse  and  untrue.     I  thei^ 

&re  beg  leave  to  explain  this  a  little.   The 

mobs  in  that  pso-t  of  the  kingdom,  Sii^  n^ 

semble  very  much  the  nuibs  here;  the? 

are  composed  here  as  well  as  there  (sadl 

believe  every  where)  of  such  persons  98 ( 

have  just  now  descrioed  to  you ;  but  them 

is  one  di&rence  betwixt  the  mobs  in  dm 

country  and  your  mobs  hens,  and  thtta^i 

however  vicked  the  mobs. in  that  eoiuitif  ] 

xaav  hf'j  yet  tliey  are  not  so  abandooedi^ 

to  CO  mischief  with  tlieir  eyes  open.    Bw 

Sir,  the  lowest  class  of  people  in  that  oihm^^ 

try  have  generally  speaking  a  turn  to  ei^j 

tliosiasm,  and  sostiiong  i»  tbe  influeoo%, 

sudi  is  the  force  of  delusion,  timt  thmy  csa; 

wmk  themselves  up  to  a  firm  persuasisat 

and  tiiprou^b  belief  that  ajsy  miecbief  thif  1 

ve  to  do  IS  not  only  Liwful  but  IwiAiblmi 

that  it  is  dieir  duty  to  do  it,  ood  $ron£ 

religious  principle,  to  do  it  at  «ny  ristfm 

even  at  tbe  ris^  of  tbeir  lives^-^^-lieBc^ll 

is.  Sir,  that  rioU  and  disordera  are  imi 

frequent  in  that  couvtry  than  here,,  spw 

when  mobs  ^  rise  tbece,ibey  are  mers4^ 

tennined,  and  consequently  more  daDf|r| 

rous.    Tho  unthinking  nuwtude.  Sir,  sttj 

but  too  nmch  encouraged  in  tbis  by  tm 

clergy;  forwbenlbe  oerjgy  are  tike  ta b|] 

de&ajbed  or  disa^ppointed  m  miy  particulif  ] 

view  of  disnoswj[  of  any  eceWsiastHilj 

benefice  ana  preteruent  as  Xhi^bave  a; 

mixulybecauae  the  law  stands  in  tbeir  yfff,  i 

they  abuse  the  unw£^.  people^  And  ipint 

tbeox  up  to  despise  awoisobey  tbe  taw,!}* ' 

this  dangerous  doetriae,  too  often  ific#- 

catad  u{)on  such  occasiooa,  ^  That  svcb  I 

^  Jaw  is  iniquity  estaUisiied  by  law.' 

Tills  dangerous  doctrine,  this  seditisv 

pnidice,  in  opeidy  aod  ^ ubiidy   maia^ 

tauwng  it.  cannot  be  charged,  Sk^vfrn 

the  church  of  Si(«iland,orujmtbe4hy)0^ 

^       .  _         <jf  tbat  iwimtry  i»  general,    Th^j  ^ 

fi^  bandiof  itbe^iaul  mi^na^ar^iybe ;  much  |be  mjor  gM  of  fhaaii,  $r^ff9i 
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imi)  as  irffl  as  good  Chrntidns^  men  of 
podndprindplefl  in  tKeirlites,  and  in  their 
practice,  Mameks);  men  who  think,  w 
ercTf  gmtlemin  6fMB  Houie  does,  that 
the  laws  of  every  country  ought  to<  be 
obex'ed,  as  the  sole  ind  only  rule  of  govern- 
ment in  ereiy  country ;  but  thia  aeditioua 
doctdne  is  preached  up  by  tfaoae  wild, 
hot'hetM,  violent  high  church  clergy^ 
irbf)  are  not  to  be  aetiafied  with  «ny 
power,  imleas  ther  posaeaa  all  pewer ;  and 
by  ihm  only.  Yes,  Sir,  I  am  sorry  to  aay 
it,  we  hare  high-church Preabyteriana,  who 
bive  higlier  notiona  of  clerical  power,  than 
anj  Protestant  clergy  whatever;  aome 
there  are,  Sir,  who  asaert  and  maintain  an 
tMiite  isdependency  on  the  civil  power. 
Kr,the  dangerous  efcct  of  doctrinea-  of 
this  kind  is,  thai  when  men  are  taught 
and  brought  to  believe,  that  any  law  what- 
erer  is  iniquity  estabhahed  by  law,  and 
v)ule  it  remains  in  force  under  the  aane- 
tioDofthelegisli^urehmay  ncvertheleaa 
be  disobeyed,  and  the  dvU- magistrate  re- 
listed in  the  execution  of  it,  roe^n  of  weak 
anderstanding  and  strong  paaaiona  will 
ttd\j  deceive  themselvea,  and  look  upon 
erery  Unr  that  interferea  with  their  paa- 
lioQs  to  be  biquity ;  especially.  Sir,  if  tney 
^,  IS  all  wedc  people  corainonly  have, 
8  good  opinion  or  tftemaclvea  and  of  their 
own  superior  sanctity  and  holineaa. 

Nov,  Sir,  I  most  beg  leave  to  explam 
the  source  of  theae  late  diaoeders,  that  nave 
^n  so  mudi  trouble  to  the  legislature. 
The  pemicioua  practice  of  Smugglkig  pre- 
judicial to  the  fiur  trnder,  and  ao  hurtful 
to  the  common  and  general  good  of  the 
nation,  has  preyuled  but  too  mach  in  thai 
country,  Sir,  as  wcH  as  in  this.  Whoever, 
^ir,  may  be  the  importers  and  proprietors 
of  ran  goods,  it  ia  most  certam,  that  the 
lowest  dais  of  men,  the  drega  of  the  peo- 
P^i  those  penoRs  who  compose  mobs,  a«e 
tfe  persons  employed  in  the  running  of 
^Hne  goods,  ana  they  get  so  much  more, 
by^K  ifikit  trade,  than  they  can  by  ho- 
B«t  labour,  that  tbey  ne^ect  their  labour 
^  the  sake  of  this  vile  and  destructive 
tnde. 

As  this  lowest  herd  of  mankind  have 
been  taught  that  one  law  is  iniquity,  they 
W  taught  themselves  that  some  other 
laws  are  so  too ;  if  one  may  judge  of  their 
principles  by  their  practice,  idl  yoor  reve- 
irae  hws  stead  in  an  unfavoumble  light 
•ith  them, 

£very  gentleman,  6tr,  haslieard  of  the 
«ccation  of  Hhat  noted  emitter  Aodr^ 
^VilsoD, whence  all  tluanriacltief  haaiowed. 


That  ddoded  man  maintained,  to  the  hour 
<2f  his  death,'  that  be  was  most  u^uatW" 
condemned,  and  died  with  great  tranquil* 
ht^ ;  ao  firm.,  aa  fixed  waa  ^  in  the  belief 
oi  hiis  own  iimooenoe ;  he  Dmintained  thia, 
Sir,  in  a  debate  with  one  of  the  reverend 
miniatera  tr  EdinburKli,  and  a  very  abkr 
clergyi|»an  be  is.  When  thia  miniater  waa 
endeavouring"  to  andeceive  him,  and  bring 
hhn  to  A  a^nse  of  hia  guik  of  the  crime  foe 
which  he  waa  condenwed,  he  adoaitted  thai 
he  had  taken  money  from  a  coUeetor  of  the 
revenue  bf  vidence ;  that  he  did  it  beoauae 
he  knew  no  other  war  of  coming  at  il$ 
that  the  officera  of  the  revenue  had  by 
their  praotice  tamght  h^  thia  waa  hiwAil, 
for  they  had  often  leiaed  and  carried  oft' 
his  gooda  by  videnee,  and  ao  long  tm  the^ 
bad  sooda  of  hia  of  greater  value  in  ihetr 
haniu  duui  all  the  money  he  took  from 
them,  they  were  atUl  in  m  debt,  and  he 
had  done  no  wrong. 

lam  affinudy  Sir,  thia  martyr  to  thia  new 
heretical  aect  of  Smo^Unff  waa  too  much 
fiivoiared  by  the*  mialc»  ana  unwary  oralti- 
tude  I  too  many  of  them  thought,  aa  he 
himself  did,  that  he  waa  uajuatly  con* 
demned,  and  every  one  who  firmly  bdieved 
thia  wo^d,  no  doubt,  think  it  hta  duty  to 
save  and  to  rescue  thia  innocent  peraon  (aa 
they  tHou^  him)  from  the  riffour  of  law  ; 
ana.  Sir,  if  the  magiatrateb  of  Edinburgh 
had  not  take|i  extraordaoiry  precautiona  to 
put  thia  sentence  in  execution,  he,  thta 
Wilson,  would  very  probably  have  been 
reaciiad  by  the  muttitude.  But,  Sir,  when . 
they  saw  themseltek  diaappointed,  no 
sooner  was  ihia  exdcutio|i'  over,  than  they 
began  to  wrect:  their  malice  upon  that 
guard  Which  hud,  upoft  niahy  otner  occa- 
aiona  aa  well  aa  that,  supprest  their  dia<- 
orders,  and  restrained  their  guilty  hands 
iVom  Acxn^  of  misdiief,  and  committing  of 
real  not  inoaginary  iniquity;  upon  thai 
guard,  which  is  to  be  abolishea  by  this 
Bill. Upon  this  occasion.  Sir,  the  un- 
happy person  who  tlien  commanded  the 
gaard,  did,  from  an  apprehension,  I  sup- 
pose, that  he  might  be  overpowered  by  the 
great  crowds  of  people  then  assembled, 
defend  himself  and  his  mefn  by  their  fire 
arms,  whereby  several  of  the  multitude 
were  killed  and  wounded :  and  what  were 
'the.  effect  of  this,  Sir  ?  The  persona  who 
were  then  killed  and  wounded  were  of  that 
class  of  people  who  commonly  attend  su^ 
melancholy  spectacles,  that  is,  of  the 
lowest  class.'  The  mob  from  thai «iomenl 
%egHH  to  mttiadm,  from*  an  -apprehensioD, 
that  tecaiMO  ao  peraoe  of  rank  and  condi- 
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tion  had  been  killed,  therefore  would  this 
imibarous  murderer  (as  they  called  him) 
escape  Grom  justice  by  the  &vour  of  per- 
'i^OBS  of  condition.  And  in  this.  Sir,  Uiey 
were  not  mistaken,  for  no  sooner  was.  thu 
unhappy  person  condemned  by  kw,  than 
numbers  of  persons  of  condition  set  a  Pe* 
tition  on  foot  to  intercede  with  her  Ma- 
jesty, (then  Guardian  of  the  Realm)  for 
mercy ;  they  did  this.  Sir,  not  so  much 
out  of  tenderness  to  this  man,  that  they 
thought  his  case  hard,  as  from  another 
motive,  a  motive  of  a  public  nature ;  and 
that  was,  Sir,8houldthis8entence  have  taken 
effect,  the  mob  would  become  more  inso- 
lent, when  they  found  that  the  civil  magis- 
trate, or  other  persons  acting  under  his 
authority,  were  m  no  better  case  than  they 
who  resisted  the  civil  m^istrate  in  the 
execution  of  the  law;  but  if  by  this  man's 
pardon,  if  by  the  interposition  of  mercy 
from  the  crown,  they  were  convinced,  that 
every  person  who  acted  by  law,  to  put  the 
laws  in  execution,  acted  safely,  and  that 
every  person  that  acted  otherwise  did  it 
with  a  rope  about  'his  neck,  that  would 
efectually  suppress  the  insolence  of  the 
multitude,  and  force  obedience  to  the  law, 
even  from  those  base  minds  who  by  force 
alone  are  to  be  driven  into  a  sense  of  their 
duty.  Who  then.  Sir,  of  that  country 
approves  of  that  wicked  murder  and  riot  i 
The  mob  only,  by  whom  it  was  committed ; 
persons  who  have  no  property,  and  there- 
fore* are  fond  of  disorders,  because  they 
can  lose  nothing  by  disorders,  and  if  thev 
can  escape  corporal  punishment,  are  of- 
ten gainers  by  public  calamity  and  dis- 
order. 

This  tlien,  Sir,  appears  plainly  to  be  a 
dispute  betwixt  the  people  of  Scotland, 
(by  whom,  Sir,  I  mean  every  man  of  pro- 
perty, every  freeman,  every  man  who  may 
suftcr  by  the  subversion  of  tlie  laws,  and 
by  th^  loss  of  hberty)  and  whom,  Siri 
l^he  canalzic,  the  dregs  of  the  people  of 
Scotland,  that  class  who  are  anciently  call- 
ed by  your  law,  villainy;  that  ignorant 
herd  of  bigots,  who  are  always  misled  by 
crafty  and  ill-designing  clergymen;  for 
men  of  sense  and  knowledge.  Sir,  have  a 
much  surer  and  a  better  guide,  that  is,  right 
reason,  that  eternal  and  unerring  rule. 

Sir,  it  is  a  great  misfortune  to  that 
country  where  this  bloody  tragedy  was 
acted,  that  many  gentlemen  who  hear  me 
are  so  much  strangers  iq  it,  strangers  to  its 
lawsand  customs,  Grangers  to  the  manners 
and  tempers  of  the  people,  strangers  to 
thesedifferentwfliys  ofthinkingof  the  people 


of  knowledge  and  condition,  from  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  inferior  multitude,  whicll  I 
have  now.  Sir,  been  endeavouring  to  ex- 
plain to  you,  so  fiur  as  they  relate  to  the 
present  case. 

Therefore,  Sir,  if  it  is  the  sense  of  the 
House  to  proceed  u^on.this  Bill,  the  con- 
sideration of  it  requues  the  greater  atten- 
tion, the  interest  of  England  makes  it  ne- 
cessary ;  it  is  an  affaur.of  the  utmost  con- 
sequence to  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and 
as  it  ought,  it  will  no  doubt  be  treated  as 
such,  for  the  united  kingdom  is  greatly  in- 
terested in  the  manner  of  determining 
of  this  Bill,  as  well  as  in  the  fate  of  it. 

Sir,  While  the  two  nations  remained  in 
a  state  of  independency,  those  firequent 
wars,  which  are  but  too  common  betwixt 
neighbouring  nations,  be^ot  mutual  fears, 
mutual  jealousies  and  distrusts,  national 
hatred,  and  national  aversions ;  but  as  the 
cause  of  these  national  feuds  and  enmities 
most  happily  ceased  by  the  Union  of  the 
crowns,  I  nope.  Sir,  the  effect  also  ceased 
with  the  cause.  From  that  hi^y  period. 
Sir,  both  nations  were  embarkea  upon  the 
same  bottom ;  the  honour  and  interest  of 
both  became  the  common  and  insepara- 
ble cause  of  both ;  the  honour  and  interest 
of  one  could  not  be  hurt  without  affecting 
the  other ;  and  I  think.  Sir,  the  subjects  of 
both  nations  became  very  soon  sensible  of 
this,  that  by  that  happy  accident  they  were 
reduced  from,a  state  of  enmity  to  a  state  of 
perpetual  friendship ;  and  I  tnink  we  noay 
observe  from  experience,  that  those  na- 
tional prejudices  and  distrusts  hepn  very 
soon  to  abate  :  even  so  early.  Sir,  as  the 
unhsmpy  civil  war  in  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  1,  which  broke  out  within  less  than 
40  years  afler  the  Union  of  the  crowns. 
May  we  not  observe.  Sir,  the  subjects  of 
both  nations,  who  were  of  the  same  sen- 
timents and  opinions  with  regard  to  the 
causes  of  that  unhappy  war,  making  and 
entering  into  alliances  and  confederacies 
witli  one  anotlier  against  the  subjects  of 
both  nations  who  were^  of  contrary  senti* 
nients  ?  Was  not  that*  war  carried *on  by 
Scotsmen  and  Englishmen  against  English- 
men and  Scotsmen  without  the  least  na- 
tional distinction,  or  national  di^ust  ? 
They  were  even  at  that  time.  Sir,  per- 
fectly sensible,  that  the  liberties  of  any 
one  of  the  nations  could  not  be  subverted 
without  destroying  the  liberties  of  the 
whole,  and  that  tlie  whole  could  not  be 
preserved  unless  the  liberty  of  every  part 
of  the  whole  was  preserved  and  secured 
upon  the  same  footmg. 
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Ttesame  tUng  iippeared.  Sir,  at  the 
late  ham  Rerdution ;  were  not  the  sub* 
jects  n  both  nations  equally  forward, 
eqtuOy  tealous  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  a 
caoK  iiumiabfy  cofdmon  to  both  >  And 
dtd  not  a  tew  ofboth  nations,  without  dis- 
tinctioD,  adhere  to  what  they  called  the 
prerogative  of  Ae  crown,  and  tne  indefeasi- 
ble rigiit  of  the  unhiqppy  and  unfortunate 
prrnce  then  upon  the  throne  ?  But  now, 
bir,  we  are  in  a  situation  very  different 
from  Aat ;  we  are  Aow,  b^  an  incorpo- 
nbnjt  nnioDy  b^ome  one  and  the  same 
peoDfe,  bound  a'nd  cemented  together  by 
all  uie  ties  that  bmd  individuals  in  civil  so- 
detr. 

ihe  representative  body  of  tlie  people 
0^  Scotland  dSd,  upon  that  occasion,  Sir, 
express  an  absolute  trust  and  confidence 
10  tills  nation  of  England ;  nq  security,  no 
guarantee  whatever,  was  on  their  part  re- 
qoir^d  for  the  performance  of  the  several 
articles  and  conditions  stipulated  by  that 
treaty  in  our  favour,  other  than  the  faith 
of  a  British  parliament.  In  this,  they 
acted  most  wi^ly;  for  what  security, 
what  force,  what  power,  what  constitution 
could  have  been  contrived,  that  could 
bare  proved  so  absolute,  so  real,  and  so 
cflectuai  a  security,  as  the  faith,  thejus- 
tjce,  the  honour,  the  candour  of  an  Eng- 
lish pai)iament ;  I  say  an  English  parlia- 
meut.  Sir;  for  in  a  parliament  of  Great- 
Britain,  die  representatives  of  that  part  of 
^  United  Kingdom  do  not  make  up  the 
tenth  part  of  either  House. 

We  had.  Sir,  the  experience  of  ages  to 
induce  us  to  follow  so  wise  a  course ;  th^ 
le^islatare  of  England  had  always  acted 
'^j  nerer  like  arbitrary  governments, 
bmcapnoe  or  himi6ur,  but  had  always 
Readily  minued  the  real  interests  of  tne 
oation  or  England  with  great  judgment, 
peat  lagadty  and  forecast;  and  we  were 
9!Bshlk  that  our  interests  were  the  same 
*^  yoois,  that  so  long  as  you  minded 
your  own  interests^  ours  must  be  safe  in 
jour  hands.  Then,  however  Weak  and  iff- 
°^t  peo{^e  may  think  or  act,  people 
who  are  weak  enough  to  be  misled  oy 
i^onal  prejudices,  yet  the  wisdom  of  the 
B^on  will  always  act  uniformly,  always 
actwiaely. 

Iknow,  Sir,  H  is  the  way  of  speaking 
)^|aoat  do6r8  ampne  such  weak  and  fooi- 
^  People,  that  the  legislature  may  be  un<- 
coocerned  and  indifferent  as  to  any  public 
^^asureasto  Scotland;  that  it  i^  a  matter 
of  no  moment  how  or  in  whftt  manner  any 
F^&  lair  aJKcti  that  country;  whether 


these  people  are  dissatisfied  or  hot,  should*^ 
they  be  ever  so  much  displeased,  ever  so 
much  angry,  it  is  (^  no  consequence; 
should  they  even  take  it  into  their  heads 
to  mutiny  and  to  rise  in  rebellion,  it  signi- 
fies nothing,  for  we  have  always  as  many 
troops  quartered  amongst  them  as  are  suf- 
ficient to  conquer  them.  Tliis  is  easily 
said,  Sir,  and  I  admit  it  might  be  as  easily 
done  too ;  but  because  such  a  thing  ought 
be  done,  would  such  a  measure  be  just, 
would  it  be  a  wise  measure  ?  Sir,  so  fool- 
ish and  so  foul  a  deed  as  this  would  be 
falsely  called  conquest ;  it  would  be  an  act 
of  treacliery,  it  would  be  treason.  Sir, 
treason  of  the  blackest  kind!  treason 
against  the  people !  If  any  person  of  con- 
dition wsEis  to  talk  thus,  should  the  greatest^ 
Eerson  of  the  nation  insinuate  such. a  thing 
y  way  of  advice,  thi^  House  would  take 
notice  of  it,  Stt ;  this  House  would  im* 
peach  such  a  person  as  an  enemy  to  the 
public,  as  a  most  dangerous  public  enemy; 
and  give  me  leave  to  say,  ttiat  if  ever  tn^ 
legislature  should  be  so  bliiid  to  its  own 
interest,  so  false  to  the  trust  reposed  in* 
them  by  the  people,  as  to  allow  such  a  use 
to  be  made  as  this  of  those  forces,  which 
are  maintained  by  the  people,  for  Uie  pre^ 
servation  of  their  liberty,  the  same  num- 
ber that  could  conquer  Scotland,  could 
with  much  greater  facility  conquer  Eng- 
land. 

Such  conquests  as  these,  Sir,  are  easily 
made ;  very  little  skill  would  be  required 
in  the  general  that  would  make  so  glori- 
bus  a  conquest ;  treachery/  treacheir  alone 
is  the  only  qualification  necessary  tor  the 
executioner  of  such  a  project.  But  would 
the  conoiiest  be  as  easily  maintained  ,as 
made?  ifo.  Sir.  It  is  a  common  sayine,  that 
oppression  makes  all  men  of  one  mind.  In 
that  event,  ten  times  the  number  of  forces 
that  made  this  conquest,  and  perhaps  made 
it  with  ease .  too,  would  prove  too  few  to 
maintain  it.  Every  gentleman,  who  is  tho 
least  acquainted  with  history,  knows  what 
miracles  oppression  hath  worked  upon  the 
oppressed.  Do  not  the  states  of  Holland 
owe  their  being  to  oppression  ?  Do  not 
the  Swiss  Cantons  owe  their  freedom  and 
independency  to  oppression?  Does  not 
Portugal  owe  its  independency  to  the  in- 
discrete and  oppressive  measures  of  the 
court  of  Spain  ?  But  I  beg  leave^  Sir,  to 
brine  one  instance  nearer  home.  The 
Canu)rian  Gauls  were  reduced  by  force  of 
arras.  As  the  conquest  of  this  powerful 
coimtry  was  once  determined  by  the  fate 
of  one  battle  at  Hasthigs^  so  they,  Sir» 
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afier  the.  loss  of  a  battle,  were  obliged  ^as, 
yoii  did)  to  submit  to  necessity.  Tnis. 
conquest  was  easily  made;  but  was  it  as 
easily  maintained?  No,  Sir;  every  one 
Knows  what  blood  and  treasure  it  cost  you 
{o  keep  this  province  in  subjection ;  and  so 
sensible  were  your  ancestors  of  this,  that 
after  tlie  experience  of  nearly  three  cen- 
turies, Sir,  such  was  their  wisdom,  that 
tliey  of  their  own  accord,  and  a  wise  mea* 
siire  it  was.  Sir !  I  say,  of  their  own  accord, 
ftiade  that  brave  and  invincible  people  a 
free  people;  and  how.  Sir?  By  aomittinff 
diem  to  share  as  the  legislature  in  this 
House,  by  making  them  one  and  the  same 
{>eople  nationally  with  yourselves,  and  re- 
moving, as  far  in  you  lay,  all  national  dis- 
tinctions, that  there  should  be  no  more 
difference  between  an  English  and  a  Welsh 
man  than  there  now  is  betweeo  an  ancient 
Briton,  a  Roman,  a  Saxon,  an  Angle,  a 
Jute,  a  Dane,  or  a  Norman. 

Is  it  then  to  be  imagined,  Sir,  that  the 
legislature  of  Great  Britain  could  be  ca- 
p£U)le  of  such  indiscretion  as  to  destroy, 
or  in  the  least  to  impair  and  abate,  that 
harmony  between  the  two  united  nations, 
upon  which  tlie  happiness  of  both  so  much 
depends  >  That  you,  Sir,  could  by  any 
unequal  dealing,  or  partial  procedure, 
force  that  antient  and  invincible  nation, 
that  free  and  independent  nation,  who,  of 
their  own  accord,  freely,  without  the  least 
restraint  or  necessity,  trusted  themselves 
absolutely  to  your  faith,  afler  both  nations 
had  from  an  experience  of  100  years,  from 
a  Just  sense  of  their  true  and  real  interests, 
come  to  an  absolute  and  determined  reso- 
lution to  become  absolutely  and  entirely 
one  and  the  same  people !  That  you.  Sir, 
who  are  the  sole  and  only  guarantees  of 
this  treaty,  should  force  this  nation  from 
this  6tate  of  friendship,  a  friendship  se- 
cured by  every  tie  that  can  bind  friends ! 
That  you,  I  say,  Sir,  should  force  them 
back  again  into  a  state  of  enmity !  That 
you  should;  contrary  to  all  common  sense 
and  common  honesty,  betrsiy  this  great 
trust,  and  by  acts  of  severity  and  oppres* 
sion,  drive  thi^  nation  into  a  state  of  sla- 
very !  This,  Sir,  is  absolutely  impossible  so 
long  as  mankind  are  possessed  ^conunon 
sense  in  the  smallest  degree ;  for  no  argu- 
ment is  necessary.  Sir,  to  convince  you, 
tliat  if  ever  any  part,  e8peciall)r  %o  great 
and  considerable  a  part  of  this  united 
Jdngdom,  is  reduced  to  a  state  of  slavery, 
the  whole  must  soon  undergo  the  same 
fate.  We  are  now  too  closely  united^  not 
only  bound  but  cemented  together,  by  too 


many  and  too  strong  ties,  to  be^ever  sepsp 
rated,  without  tearing  out  the  vitals  of  th« 
United  Kingdom,  and  rending  it  into 
pieces.  In  all  events,  both  must  share  the 
same  fate,  both  must  be  free,  or  both  must 
be  slaves.  A  free  state.  Sir,  knows  no 
master  but  the  law ;  freemen  are  govep- 
ed  by  law,  and  by  law  only ;  slaves  are  go* 
vemed  not  by  law  but  by  arbitrary  rule, 
by  acts  of  violence,  and  by  military  force ; 
and  whoever  is  master  of  that  force,  must 
be  master  of  all*  If  any  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  must  submit  to  slavery,  all  and 
every  part  must  submit  to  slavery,  for  no 

Proposition  is  more  obvious  and  self-evi- 
ent  than  this,  that  in  a  national  sense, 
Scotland  is  as  much  a  part  of  En^^d  as 
the  counties  of  Kent  or  of  Com^nill  are ; 
and  this  county  of  Middlesex,  and  every 
part  of  Englano,  is  as  much  a  part  of  Scot- 
land as  the  counly  of  Edinburgh  is :  that 
the  interests  of  all  and  of  every  part  of 
Great  Britain  are  so  absolutely  and  so  en* 
tirely  the  same,  that  no  one  part  can  be 
hurt  without  a&cting  the  whole,  no  more 
than  the  natural  body  can  be  hurt  or 
maimed  in  any  of  its  members  without 
feeling  pain;  and  therefore.  Sir,  every 
part  of  tne  whole  must  be  equally  the  care 
of  the  legislature :  and  if  this  be  so,  then, 
Sir,  Uiis  Bill  must  stand  or  fall  by  its  own 
merits.  It  will  be  tried  by  this  House,  ' 
Sir,  with  tlie  utmost  impartiality,  and  with 
the  strictest  regard  to  justice.  It  will  be 
considered  by  this  House,  Sir,  asiftbis 
unhappy  disorder  had  been  committed  in 
the  city  of  London,  in  York,  Bristol,  or 
any  other  corporation  in  England ;  and  I 
submit  it  to  gentlemen's  consideration,  > 
how  they,  especially  they  who  represent 
cities  and  burghs,  now  they,  I  say,  liko 
Bills  of  this  kind.  Because  a  disorder  and 
a  crime  has  been  committed,  and  because 
the  criminals  have  escaped  and  fled  from 
justice,  therefore  the  magistrates  of  that 
city  or  burg^  are  to  be  punished  by  bill, 
and  the  corporation  jtself  suffer  m  iti 
rights  and  franchises,  and  be  deprived  of 
its  privileges.  I  have  already  hinted  at 
the  first  attempt  that  was  made  upon  the 
liberties  of  this  isUmd:  Gentlemen  will 
observe  where  that  first  attempt  was  made, 
and  where  it  pomted,  and  they  inay  thank 
their  ancestors  of  tiiat  generation,  who 
had  sagacity  and  forecast  enough  to  fore- 
see where  it  must  end,  and  foresaw  it  be- 
fore it  was  too  late.  Principiis  obsia  is  a 
good  maxim. 

I  am  not  lawyer  enough,  Sir,  to  form 
any  opinion  of  Bills  of  this  nature,  but  osA 
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part  of  tbe  procedure  in  another  place,  in 
order  to  found  this  Billy  appears  to  me  to 
be  Axneirhat  dangerous  to  the  privileges 
of  die  commons  of  Great  Britain ;  and 
that  18,  Sir,  the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh 
are  ordered  to  attend  at  the  bar  of  another 
Hoiue  on  a  certain  day ;  they  appear,  but 
we  are  not  told  whether  they  are  ordered 
to  attend  as  evidences  to  give  information, 
or  as  oenons  accused  of  any  thing.  No, 
Sir;  thej  are  directly  put  upon  oath,  and 
severally  examined,  direct  questions  put, 
Bod  direct  and  categorical  answers  insisted 
npoD,  onder  no  less  penalty  than  con- 
tempt They  are  not  told.  Sir,  your  an- 
swer to  this  or  to  that  question  may  affect 
joorself  penally,  and  therefore  you  are  at 
freedom  to  answer  it  or  not ;  and  never- 
theless, Sir,  upon  those  answers  is  the  Bill 
founded.  I  say.  Sir,  I  riiall  not  pretend 
tofona  any  opinion  of  Bills  of  this  kind. 
In  my  present  way  of  thinking,  Sir,  every 
state  most  have  a  power  to  save  itself,  that 
the  whole  legislature  may  use  any  method 
whatever  to  save  the  pid>lic ;  but  I  have 
always  undentood  that  proceedings  by 
bilk,  such  as  this,  were  always  considered 
remedies  in  cases  of  extreme  necessity, 
aod  in  such  only.  Therefore  the  first 
qoesdon  before  you.  Sir,  is.  Whether  this 
he  a  caae  of  that  kind? 

I  am  sensible.  Sir,  I  cannot  now  enter 
opon  the  merits  of  this'  Bill,  but  I  hope  it 
^  not  be  improper,  if  I  explain  to  the 
House  the  occasion  of  this  BiU.  The  re- 
P<M)  Sir,  that  the  mob  would  make  an  at- 
tempt to  conunlt  this  crime  was  pretty 
^er8al,and  that  this  attempt  was  to  be 
Bade  upon  the  day  appointea  for  this  un- 
liappy  man's  execution,  unless  he  was 
executed  at  the  usual  hour  according  to 
^  sentence.  Agreeable  to  this  inteUi- 
gence  the  magistrates  of  Edmburgh  used 
precautions,  and  proper  precautions  they 
v^,  Sir,  to  prevent  this  mischief;  but 
the  mob,  Sir,  they  were  likewise  sensible 
that  their  widced  purpose  might  reach  the 
m  of  the  magistrates,  and  if  it  did,  were 
ukewise  sensible,  from  fatal  and  dear- 
^loght  experience,  that  the  magistrates  of 
^bm^  had  always,  end  upon  all  former 
^^ccasions,  by  the  means  of  this  city  guard, 
^pprest  mobs  and  tumults,  and  punished 
the  authors  and  ringleaders  of  them  with 
Rreat  severity.  By  all  that  can  be  learned, 
(and  great  pains  liave  been  taken  to  make 
discovery) }  say.  Sir,  it  appears  by  the 
^^Kovenes  that  have  been  made,  that  the 
^  despaired  of  success,  and  therefore,  a 
^^iBiber  of  the  most  determined 
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into  a  conspiracy,  and  bound  themselv^ 
by  a  solemn  oath  to  execute  any  purpose 
that  should  be  agreed  on  by  the  majority, 
and  to  lose  their  Uves  rather  than  discover 
this 'secret,  or  to  discover  one  another; 
and  if  gentlemen  knew  how  strong  and 
sacred  a  tie  an  oath  is  with  these  people, 
they  would  not  be  surprised    that   this 
secret  was  so  well  kept.    There  is  no  di- 
rect proof  of  this,  Sir,  but  the  presumption 
from  several  circumstances  is  very  strong, 
and  the  event  makes  it  highly  probable. 
For  this  attempt  to  surprise  and  disarm  the 
city  guard,  upon  which  the  success  of  their 
whole  scheme  depended,  was  executed  in 
a  moment,  upon  a  signal,  and  at  a  time 
when  no  magistrate  or  citizen  of  Edinburgh 
had  the  least  suspicion  of  it,  nor  indeed 
any  other  person,  unless  those  who  were  in 
the  plot.    This,   Sir,  plainly  appears  to 
have  been  the  case ;  and  if  it  is  so,  where 
is  the  guilt  of  the  magistrates  or  (Citizens  of 
Edinburgh  ?     All  the  world  heard.  Sir,  of 
mischief  that  were  threatened  by  the  mob 
here,  when  the  Gin  Act  was  to  take  places  . 
and  agreeable  to  these  reports,  precautions 
were  taken  to  prevent  these  riots  and  dis* 
orders  that  were  threatened;  but  when. 
Sir  ?  upon  Michaelmas  eve  only,  and  pot 
before*    Now,  Sir,  suppose  a  number  of 
this  mob  had  engaged  tnemselves  in  a  plot, 
and  kept  their  secret,  and  had,  the  night 
before  these  precautions  were  taken,  com- 
niitted  any  outraseous  and  crimiiud  act  of 
violence,  and  had,  under  the  favour  of  the 
night  and  other  disguises  of  apparel,  all  of 
them  made  their  escape,  would  it  have 
been  thought  necessary  to  have  brought  in 
a  Bill  to  punish  the  magistrates  of  the  cities 
of  London  and  Westnunster?    Sir,  I  think 
this  is  precisely  the  •case,  and  I  therefore 
submit  it  to  the  House,  if  there  is  the  least 
foundation  for  this  Bill  ?     Should  this  Bill 
pass  into  a  law,  the  office  of  civil  magis- 
tracy would  become  so  dangerous  that  no 
wise  man,  no  prudent  man,  would  ever  ac- 
cept of  it ;  and  if  the  magistrates  of  this 
city  have  been,  at  this  period,  unable  to 
suppress  a  tumult,  when  they  had  power 
to  support  their  authority,  iTow  can  they 
preserve  the  peace  of  this  populous  city^ 
when  that  power  is  taken  from  them?  This 
city  guard,  Sir,  is  a  watch,  a  watch  by  day 
as  well  as  by  night;  it  is  a  creature  of  the 
civil  magistrate,  under  his  direction  only ; 
it  is  subject  to  no  mutiny  act,  hut  governed 
by  the  same  law  as  other  subjects  are,  and 
if  it  should  be  abolished,  what  would  bo 
the  consequence  ?    If  this  Bill  should  pass 
mto  a  law,  this  ancient  city,  this  metro^ 


aas} 


10  GEOilQE  IL        Prcceedingi  in  tkeConmrn  rdtOmg  io        [8M 


polls  of  one  of  the  United  Kingdoms,  must 
either  i>e  reduced  to  a  state  of  anarchy 
and  confusion^  to  be  governed  by  tKe 
licentious  and  unruly  multitude,  or,  which 
is  worse,  it  must  submit  to  a  military  go- 
Ternment,  and  so  by  a  side  wind,  and  with^ 
out«any  desijpa,  you  shall,  in  consequence 
of  *  this  Bill,  mtroduce  a  practice  that  must 
.very  soon  put  an  end  to  all  liberty.  For, 
Sir,  when  you  cannot  execute  the  law,  nor 
preserve  the  peace  without  military  force, 
when  those  wno  have  the  direction  of  that 
force  shall  become  sensible  that  they,  ^d 
thev  alone,  can  execute  your  laws,  they 
will  soon  become  the  makprs  as  well  as 
the  executioners  of  your  laws,  as  once  hap- 
pened to  this  nation  already,  when  your 
own  army,  under  that  crafty,  tr^tor  Crpm« 
>vell,  usurped  the  whole  power  of  the  leds- 
lature,  and  of  the  civil  magistral  For 
these  reasons.  Sir,  I  hope  you  will  proceed 
no  further  upon  this  Bul.* 

*  Shortly  after  the  deliverr  of  this  Speech, 
|he  following  Letter  from  Mr.  Liodaay  to  a 
gentlemaD  in  Edinburgh,  appeared  in  tlie  Pe- 
riodica] Journals : 

"  Sir,  London,  Jane  17, 1737: 

*'  When  I  received  your  letter,  and  at  the 
same;  time  accounts  from  several  other  hands 
to  the  same  purpose,  that  I  had,  by  my  Speech 
upon  the  fimi  reading  of  the  Bin  against  the 
€ity  of  Edinburgh,  given  a  greater  wound  to 
the  cause  than  ^I  the  evidence  brouebt  in  sa[>- 
port  of  the  bill  could  do ;  that  1  baa,  from  pri* 
irate  and  selBsh  views  of  my  own,  betrayed, 
and  in  effect  given  up  the  town,  lest  I  should 
disoblige  the  great  men  who  had  the  disposal 
of  places,  with  a  great  many  other  reflections 
of  the  same  kind ';  I  say,  I  received  these  dis- 
agreeable informatioos  when  I  was  closely  em- 
pwyed,  by  attending  the  examinations  of  the 
witnesses  for  and  against  this  Bill.  My  head 
was  then  too  full  of  the  business  in  hand  to  at- 
tend to  any  thing  else;  for  I  chusa  to  suffer  by 
pilumny  and  reproach,  1  chuse  to  be  tradnced 
by  every  mean,  every  base  and  false  art,  that 
malice  and  envy  can  suggest,  rather  than  that 
city  I  have  the  honour  td  represent  in  parlia- 
ment, should  be  hart  in  the  least  by  any  neg- 
lect of  mine.  Personal  slander,  de&mation 
and  detraction,  can  hurt  myself  only,  but  if  the 
city  should  be  hurt,  the  interest  of  many  may 
be  affected ;  and  while  I  have  the  honour  to 
be  in  this  station,  I  tkiink  myself  bound  to  pre- 
fer the  interests  of  those  many  to  my  own  pri- 
vate and  individaal  interest  This  is  the  reason 
why  I  could  not  then  gratify  your  request ; 
bi^t  now  that  I  have  got  a  leisure  hoar,  I  have 
made  out  and'henswith  send  you  that  Speech 
iff  writing,  as  it  was  delivered  in  the  House, 
that  you  and  the  world  may  judgo  whether  1 
did  my  duty  or  no« 


lliese  and  the  foregoing  reatona  had 
such  we^ht  with  the  Commons,  that 
thoujg;h  the  BUI  was  ordered>  a  second 
readmff,  the  House  agreed,  upon  a  motion 
made  by  sir  John  Bamsard,  ^  That  the 
Lords  be  desired,  that  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  said  Bill  proceeded  in  tneir 
tlouse  may  be  communicated  to  the  House 
of  Commons  at  a  conference." 

May  18.  The  Lords  at  a  conference 
delivered  to  the  managers  for  the  Com- 
mons, an  authentic  Extract  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings in  the  Trial  of  captain  John  For- 
teous,  wherein  was  confined  the  Verdict 
against  the  said  obtain  Porteous,  the  Sen- 
tence of  the  Loras  of  the  Justiciair  of 
Scotland  against  him,  and  the  Reprieve 
of  the  said  certain  Porteous  granted  by 
her  ])fajesty  as  guardian  of  the  realm. 
As  also,  a  Letter  from  Alexander  WDson, 
Provost  of  Edinburgh,  to  maior-geDeral 
Moyle,  dated  Edinburgh,  AprU  IS,  1736. 

*<  My  chief  business,  since  I  came  last  to  Iijoo- 
don,  has  been  to  ezpiaai  to  eveiy  body  as  I  bad 
occasion,  especially  to  menabers  of  parliament, 
to  whom  I  am  now  pretty  universally  known, 
this  unhappy  story  of  the  conduct  of  tbe  city, 
with  regard  to  the  cruel  fate  of  Porteous,  m 
ordet  io  take  otf'the  impressions  that  bad  been 
made  by  gross  and  fidse  mbrepresentationa  of 
the  facts ;  and  I  thought  it  mcumbent  opon 
me,  when  the  Bill  ekune  down  from  the  Lonfe, 
to  explain  to  the  House,  in  the  best  manner  I 
could,  that  which  I  had  done  to  hondrecls  of 
individuals.  1  did  it  with  design  to  serve  the 
common  eaase  of  all  mankbd  in  defence  and 
support  of  civil  liberty;  I  intended  it  for  the 
service  and  honour  of  my  country  in  general^ 
and  for  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh  in 
particular,  and  in  that  sense  every  one  hetn 
imderstood  it« 

**  I  was  told  by  somejpersons  of  tbe  higbcat 
rank,  who  thought  this  9ill,  as  it  then  stood,  a 
necessary  measure,  and  therefore  a  just  one, 
that  1  had  done  exceedingly  well  upon  that  oc- 
casion, but  that  my  zeal  lor  the  city  of  £diii-> 
burgh  had  carried  me  too  far.  If  that  zeal  has 
bnrt  me  personally,  it  has  served  tbe  city  of 
Edinbargn,  and  f  shall  always  be  proud  to 
serve  it,  at  the  ezpenceof  my  own  private  inte. 
rest* 

. '« I  can  assure  you  with  truth,  that  part  of 
this  Speech,  which  I  hear  is  found  fault  with 
at  Edinburgh,  is  not  io  tbe  least  blamed  here, 
by  any  one  in  either  side  of  this  question  ;  and 
how  any  one  of  my  own  country  should  blanae 
me,  I  own  1  am  at  a  loss  to  find  out,  unless  it 
be  the  four  reverend  brethren  and  their  follow* 
ers.  They  may  take  offence,  as  they  do  at 
every  one  that  differs  with  tbem,  and  I  nappcn 
to  difier  with  tbem  in  opinion  in  aevenl  murti* 
oolan ;  but  as  I  am  never  dlqgmatic,  I  nonoy 

thpt^wiUfBrnh^vftfiAsim^  l^^9j!ym: 
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iU  Uwrd$r  rfC^fitm  Pwie^m- 
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\Vhidiiotke8lie  Exjbict  «Dd  Letter  ir^e 
bra^  im  to  the  table,  and  tbe  Report 
hang  mi  it  was  ardered,  «<  That  Mr. 
ittonej  General^  and  Mr.  Salidtor  Ge- 
jteral,  take  care  that  the  Evidence  fi>r  the 
ingraoed  BSl  from  the  Lords  (entitled  as 
before  mentioned)  he  ready  to  be  pro- 
duced to  the  House  upon  thiat  dav  seven- 
lugjit;  and  likewise,  that  Mr.  Attorney 
GeaeTtl  appoint  counsel  learned  in  tfaie 
hw,  tomduce  and  manage  the  Evidence 
at  the  oar  of  the  Ifouse  vpon  that  day 
lereniiigfaty  to  nudce  sood  the  allegations 
oftbe  laid  Bill;  and  that  the  foUowing 
penoos  attend  the  House  on  that  day 
fieromigfatf  Via.  major-general  Moyle, 
cokmel  Duroure,  major  Poole,  captain 
Beodifih,  Ueut.  Aahton,  major.  Roberton, 
John  Din,  John  Bailey,  Alexander  Ntsbet, 
Hobert  Stuart,  George  Irvine,  Thomas 
Voung,  Roderic  Brown,  and  ChristopheK: 
Cbinohn. 

May  20,  was  presented  to  the  House, 
aod  reid,  a  Petition  of  Alexander  Wilson, 
ecq.  Loid  Provost  of  the  city  of  Edin- 
burgh, averring  his  intire  innocence  of 
the  several  masters  aHedged  against  him 
in  the  preamble  of  a  Bill,  then  dependmg 
in  that  House,  (entitled  as  before  men- 
tiooed)  snd  therefore  praying  that    he 

iM,  that  I  bave  for  tbem ;  if  they  should  bain 
th«  right,  and  I  io  the  wrongf,  that  may  be  ^ 
nustortmic,  bat  can  be  no  foult,  because  1  act 
(a  1  Mkie  they  do)  from  principle ;  I  act  by 
tiM  light  and  dictates  of  my  own  oonscieno^i 
the  b^  and  indeed  tbe  only  guide,  that  ever^ 
lM»est  Qiinii.  can  have.  That  part  of  this 
^i)eedi  I  think  needs  no  explanation,  for  it  is 

**  That  every  clergymsn  who  baa  at  aoy 
tine  mcDtionefr,  publicly,  that  any  law  or  ata- 
tote  in  fofce  whatever  ui  « Iniquity  established 
I  ^}  law,'  and  that  such  law,  while  it  remains 
iatiirce  under  the  sanction  oftbe  legiaUfure, 
ought  Dot  to  be  oh^yed,  and  that  the  ci? il  ma- 
gistnie  may  and  ought  to  he  resisted  by  force 
u4  Tiolence  in  tbe  execution  of  aucn  law  ; 
(*oy  person  who  maintains  this  doctrine  (a 
l^^ictnoe  in  my  opinion  deitructive  to  societv) 
sopHly  meant  by  this  Speech  ;  and  I  sub* 
nit  it  to  every  man  of  oommon  sense,  if  any 
ttKelae  can  be  meant 

*'  I  can  affirm  frona  my  jperaonal  knowledge 
«therererend  ministera  or  the  city  of  Edm- 
^^*  that  none  of  them  does  in  tbe  least  fa- 
toorthit  danf;erooa  opinion,  and  I  cftn  say  tbe 
■iiae  of  the  citizena,  so  far  as  my  acquaintance 
2^et,  and  yon  know  it  is  rery  general.  As 
nrthe  loweit  claaa  of  people,  thoae  who  com- 
{^  laoba,  I  know  them  hj  their  actions  only, 
UiB  only  jodge  of  their  principles  and  opiokms 
'^UNiroDadQet;  iftbcsaaraatfnytioMmis- 


im 


it  be  JijSiird  by  hii^  counsel  iigauift  ||io 
Bill,  9t  the  second  readiitg  hereof, 
which  was  accordingly  ordered*  And 
on  the  Tuesday  foUowii^g,  was  present- 
ed to  the  House,  and  read,  a  Fetilion 
of  the  Magistrates  and  Uie  Town  Coi«i«il 
of  the  dty  of  Sdinborgh,  in  the  nam^  of 
themselves,  and  commmuty  of  the  mm, 
setting  forth  <«  That  the  Petitioner^  i^pre- 
bended,  that  if  the  Bill  then  dependmg  in 
thet  House  (entitled,  ps  before  rnentMo- 
ed)  should  pass  into  a  law,  it  would  yegt 
hr  affecty  /and  tend  to  detKaoVf  the  ndits, 
franchises,  privile^,  and  liberties,  en  the 
said  city  of  Edmburj^;  and  therefore 
praying  that  the  premises  might  be  taken 
mto  consideration,  and  that  the  petition- 
ers might  be  hesrd  by  their  counsel 
against  such  perts  of  the  said  Bill,  as  af* 
focted  the  said  dtv.  Whidi  was  accord- 
ing ordered.  And  then  captain  Lind 
and  Mr.  James  Alle&  were  oroered  to  al- 
tend  that  House  next  morning;  whsti 
upon  reading  die  order  of  the  day,  fir 
that  Bill's  being  read  a  second  time.  It 
was  proposed  to  put  off  the  second  read- 
ing of  it  for  a  month.  But  a  motion  bft- 
ing  made  for  reading  it  a  second  time  on 
that  day  se*nm*ght,  mter  some  debate,  the 
question  was  put  upon  the  motion  ftr 


led  to  do  misebief  tfarsaffh  ig 

take,  those  who  mialed  them  are  mom  Is  Uame 

than  themaelf  es. 

**  Erer  since  1  bare  bad  the  honour  to  be  in 
parliament,  I  bare  conatantly  attended  tbe  ser- 
vice of  parliament,  and  bare  thereby  learned 
ao  much  of  the  order  of  the  Uouae,  that  a 
member  who  ia  to  apeak  to  a  bill  on  the  first 
reading,  ought  to  consider  well  what  he  b  to 
aay,  hecause  he  cannot  then  properly  enter 
upon  the  merits  of  the  bill ;  after  1  bad  ooosif> 
dered  and  weighed,  to  the  best  of  my  own  poor 
understsnding,  what  I  looked  upoa  as  my  duty 
to  aay,  I  made  distinct  notes  of  erery  h^  and 
purpose  1  was  to  speak  to ;  these  notes  1  held 
m  my  hand,  that  1  might  neither  say  more 
nor  less  than  I  intended ;  and  these  notes  serve 
me  now  for  another  purpose,  to  make  out  in 
writing  what  I  spoke  upon  the  oocssion ;  and 
as  die  mstter  is  still  Tresh  in  my  memory,  i 
hare  eirsn  y  00  tbe  precise  substance,  and  I  think 
too  the  very  wonis,  at  least  I  am  sure  I  have 
here  the  words  of  every  material  expression  \ 
then  used,  to  sa^fy  the  world,  and  to  satisfy 
those  who  may  have  misunderstood  me,  I  dar^ 
say,  from  imperfect  hearinir*  If  there  is  any 
person  maliciaus  and  wicked  enough  to  misre«> 

E resent  any  thing  I  adid  knowing^,  that  ma^ 
urt  themselves,  it  cannot  hurt  me,  for  I  have 
king  learned  this  lesson,  '  Never  to  make  ano« 
*  ther  man  master  of  my  time  or  my  temper.'  • 
*♦  ?ATmcM,  LniDSAT." 


fi67J 


la  G£'ORG£  IJ.        PfoceeMngi  in  the  Commons  relating  to        [SG^ 


ireading  it  a  second  tmie  on  that  day  se^n- 
night,  which  upon  a  division  was  carried 
in  the  affinnadve  by  146  to  99;  after 
which,  the  several  persons  who  were  or- 
dered to  attend  on  tnat  day,  were  cmlered 
to  attend  on  that  day  se'nnight. 

June  1.  The  order  of  Sie  day  being 
read,  the  counsel  for  and  asainst  the  BiH 
were  called  in,  and  the  BOl  being  read  a 
eeooad  time,  the  hearing  of  counsel,  <md 
examination  of  witnesses  began,  and  was 
continued  all  that  day,  and  all  Thursday, 
Friday,  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednes- 
day following.    And, 

Afi^  Lind,  ciqptain  of  the  city  guard,  on 
the  night  of  the  riot,  declared,  <*  That  on 
lUday  before  he  waited  on  the  Provost, 
Md  raiding  him  in  company  with  Mr. 
Lindsay,  member  for  the  city,  and  seve- 
ral other  magistrates,  he  called  him  aside, 
and  acquamted  him  with  the  report ;  who 
desired  the  said  Lind  to  repeat  the  same 
tilings  before  the  company,  which  he  did, 
snd  thejr  were  all  of  opimon  there  was  no 
foundation  for  die  report;  however,  de- 
aired  him  to  inquire  into  the  grounds  of 
it:  That  he  (Lind)  was  out  m  town  till 
the  Monday  evening,  and  after  he  came 
to  town  heard  the  report  again;  and  re- 
paired to  Muirh^d's  coffee-house,  to  talk 
with  the  Provost,  and  sending  his  name  in, 
had  for  answer,  <  lliat  the  Provost  was 
*  busy,  but  that  he  would  be  in  the  Coun- 
'  cil  Chamber  about  4  o'clock ;'  when  he 
mccordingly  went  to  receive  his  orders  for 
next  day,  but  had  none  for  preventing 
rte  noO\ 

One  Din,  and  one  Bailey,  were  the  only 
witnesses,  who  declared  <<  That  they  had 
heard  such  a  report,  and  that  they  be- 
lieved it  lon^  before  die  riot.'' 

Bailey  beinc  examined  about  a  conver- 
sadon  he  had  with  Din  on  the  Monday, 
declared  <<  That  Din  spoke  to  him  of  it 
as  a  foolish  story,  and  said  that  he  him- 
self did  not  believe  it." 

Sir  James  Campbell,  Mr.  Hamilton, 
and  Mr.  Lindsay,  members  of  the  House, 
declared,  <<  That  the  present  magistracy 
could  not  enter  upon  their  offices  till  he 
jDm)  was  removed,  on  account  of  the 
infiuny  of  his  character." 

The  Evidence  against  the  Bill  endea- 
Toured  to  prove,  "  That  although  the  re- 
port went  of  such  a  design  for  some  time 
before,  yet  there  was  nobody  believed  it : 
that  the  day  ^ven  out  was  Wednesday, 
the  day  on  which  Porteous  was  to  have 
been  executed;  that  the  Lord  Provost 
had  thereupon  determmed,  in  council. 


that  the  whole  three  companies  of  the 
town  ^ard  should  mount  upon  that  day, 
and  that  both  he  and  the  other  magistrates, 
with  the  members  of  the  Town  Council, 
should  be  ready  to  attend,  with  the  badges 
of  their  respecUve  offices,  in  quelling  the 
mob,  shoula  any  hi^pen." 

It  was  on  the  other  side  proved,  "  That 
there  was  no  order  given  mr  that  purpose 
to  the  captain  of  the  guard  upon  the  Tues- 
day ;  neither  was  there  any  ammunition 
distributed,  which  precaudons  had  been 
used  at  the  time  of  Wilson's  execution ; 
and  that  it  appeared  there  was  not  a  flask 
of  powder,  nor  a  pound  of  shot,  amongst 
all  the  town  guard."  To  this  it  was  an- 
swered, **  That  if  the  Provost  had  made 
any  such  preparadons  before  the  riot,  it 
would  have  been  the  readiest  way  to  have 
created  one;  that  if  the  guard  wanted  aro- 
munidon,  it  was  their  captain's  fault,  be- 
cause he  always,  when  liis  men  wanted 
ammunition,  got  an  order  from  the  trea* 
surer,  empowering  the  store-keeper  to  de- 
liver out  what  was  necessary  for  that  pur- 
pose." Young,  the  treasurer's,  and  His- 
lop,  the  store-keeper's  evidence,  confirmed 
this. 

It  was  then  objected  to  the  Provost, 
"That. there  were  two  ways  by  which 
Porteous  mieht  have  been  secured  from 
the  mob.  The  first  was,  to  have  sent  him 
to  the  castle."  The  other,  that  he  might 
have  been  sent  to  the  Cannongate  Tol- 
booth.  In  answer  to  this  it  was  said, 
"  That  the  sentence  pronounced  on  Por- 
teous by  the  lords  justiciary  run, '  That  he 
should  be  sent  back  to  theTolbooth  of 
Edinburgh,  there  to  remain  till  the  execU's 
don  of  the  sentence ;'  and  that  it  was  not 
in  the  Provost's  power  to  have  sent  him 
to  the  casde,  there  being  no  instance  of 
such  a  power's  having  been  exerted  since 
the  Union,  and  that  even  before  the 
Union,  it  could  onlv  have  been  done  by  a 
warrant  from  the  pnvy  council  of  Scodaiul; 
and  as  for  sending  liim  to  the  Cannongate, 
he  had  as  litde  power,  because  the  Can- 
nongate was  a  regality,  and  governed  by. 
its  own  magistrates." 

A  Scoti£  clergyman,  Mr.  Yates,  de- 
clared, "  That  being  appointed  to  preach 
in  the  church  where  Porteous  was  allowed' 
to  hear  a  sermon  on  die  Sunday  before 
his  murder,  he  afterwards  waited  on  Por- 
teous, and  took  occasion  to  acquaint  him 
widi  the  report  he  had  heard,  desiring  him 
at  the  same  dme  to  take  care  whom  he 
admitted  into  his  room."  Mr.  Yates  add- 
ed|  *«  That  Porteous  slighted  his  informal* 


t>«  Murder  efCapiain  Pcft€oui» 
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iioD,  and  said,  '  Were  he  cmce  at  liberty, 
« he  WW  so  little  apprehensive  of  the  peo- 

<  pie,  that  he  would  not  fear  to  walk  at  tlie 

<  Cross  of  Edinburgh,  with  only  his  cane 

<  in  his  hand  as  usual.' " 

But  the  most  material  evidence  against 
the  ProTost,  was  the  aforesaid  Bailey,  who 
insisted  that  he  heard  it  in  every  company, 
thtt  the  design  was  to  be  put  in  execu- 
^QXi  on  the  Tuesday,  and  that  he  drank 
with  sereral  who  had  openly  approved  of 
it.  To  which  it  was  answered,  That  if 
Bailej  kept  such  company,  there  was  little 
ftress  to  oe  laid  on  nis  evidence ;  espe- 
cially as  he  did  not  pretend  to  affirm  ttiat 
k  liad  ever  acquainted  the  Provost  either 
with  the  report,  or  the  person's  name  who 
proved  the  design. 

As  to  what  passed  during  the  time  of 
the  riot,  captain  Lind  said,  **  That  being 
iuforiDcd  that  the  mob  was  gathering,  he 
went  to  Clark's  tavern,  where  the  Provost 
VIS  drinking  with  Mr.  Bur,  and  other 
officers  of  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Dread- 
poaght,  then  stationed  in  the  road  of 
,  (^ith,  and  upon  acquaintii^  him  with  the 
danger,  the  Provost  desired  him  to  go  im- 
^nedlately  back,  and  draw  out  his  men, 
ind  that  he  would  instantly  follow  him, 
9ad  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  guard 
to  face  the  mob.  That  he  accorcUnglv 
veDt  to  the  guard,  but  found  that  the  moo 
t»  already  in  possession  of  the  guard- 
house, bavm^  disarmed  them,  and  that 
tbey  were  distributing  the  arma  of  the 
^u^  out  at  the  wipdow ;  whereupon  they 
iPstaDtly  returned,  and  met  the  Provost 
coming  towards  the  guard.  That  they 
innDediately  resolved  to  send  Mr.  Lindsay 
to  general  Moyle,  who  went  accordingly : 
tbt  tbev  marched  again  out  of  the  tavern, 
tp  whicn  they  were  obliged  to  retire,  to 
^uel  the  mob ;  and  after  a  fruitlesa  attack 
upon  tlie  mob,  in  which  some  of  the  Pro« 
Vflst's  company  were  wounded,  they  were 
beat  hack :  he  likewise  said,  there  were 
Kut  ten  or  twelve  men,  besides  the  serjeant, 
corporal  and  drummer,  upon  guard  that 
oignt,  there  being  eight  or  nine  in  prison 
00  account  of  Wuson's  execution,  and  as 
nany  absent  either  with  or  without  leave. 
^  when  he  appeared  first  to  the  mob, 
tliey  desired  him  to  be  gone,  for  they  had 
Dothmg  to  say  to  him." 

One  Hunter  declared,  in  a  very  distinct 
raaimer,  «« That  when  the  mob  began  to 
pther  at* the  Nether-Bow,  he  was  coming 
uy  the  guard,  and  told  the  serjeant,  ox  the 
*cntry,  <  The  mob  was  gathered,  and 
^s<^emed  resolved  to  have  their  will,,  and 


<  bid  them  take  care  of  themsd  ves.'  That 
captain  Lind,  in  the  mean  time,  came 
down  from  the  Provost,  that  he  neither 
heard  nor  saw.  him  give  any  orders  to  the 
guard,  only  when  he  saw  the  mob  gather- 
ed towards  the  head  of  Black-friar  wmd, 
he  dapt  his  hand  to  his  sword,  and  cried, 
God's  mercy,  what's  that  ?  And  away  he 
run  as  &st  as  his  feet  coidd  can^  hinL'* 

Sutherland,  the  serjeant,  said,  **  That 
when  the  captain  was  gone,  a  fellow  witlr 
a  blue  cap  came  up  and  asked  the  sentry 
what  it  was  o'clock  I  This  it  seems  was 
the  signal  agreed  on  by  the  conspurators; 
for  in  a  trice  the  same  fellow,  backed  b^ 
ten  or  twelve  more,  beat  the  sentry  on  hia 
back,  rushed  in,  and  made  thanselves 
masters  of  the  guard  and  their  anas,  be- 
ing followed  b^  many  more.  However,  it 
appears  by  Lmd's  evidence,  that  they 
were  moderate  enough  in  the  use  of  power, 
at  least  at  that  juncture;  for  when  he 
came,  they  very  civilly  desired  him  to  be 
gone,  for  they  wanted  nothing  with  hhn,, 
and  warned  him  of  his  danger  if  he  offisr* 
ed  to  resist." 

Sutherland,  the  serjeant,  agreed  witb 
Hunter  in  the  main,  only  that  Hunter'a 
words  to  the  sentry  were,  *  Tlie  mob  is  up, 
*  I  advise  you  to  give  them  good  words,  for 
« they  will  have  their  will.'  Hesaid««<That 
indeed  captain  Lind  desired  liim  to  take 
care  of  the  guard;  but  that  availed  little,  for 
not  one  of  the  soldiers  would  have  minded 
him;  nay,  they  were  so  intimidated  by 
what  had  happened  to  those  under  Por- 
teous's  command,  that  he  believed,  except 
himself,  scarce  any  of  tliem  would  have 
obeyed  tlie  captain  himself  had  he  staid.. 
Yet  ail  agreed,  that  had  the  captain  been 
present  and  assembled  all  the  soldiers, 
who  for  the  most  part  lived  within-  a 
stone's-throw  of  the  guard-house,  tliey 
might  have  easily  prevented  the  mob's  tak* 
ing  possession  of  tlie  guard-house.  The 
captain  said  in  his  defence,  tiiat  he  had 
orders  from  the  Provost  to  return  the  first 
time,  tliat  he  thought  no  messenger  S(» 
proper  as  himself." 

It  was  proved  bv  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Baird,  and  several  othera,  that  the  magis- 
trates endeavoured  to  rajse  the  trained* 
bands,  or  militia  of  the  city ;  for  which 
purpose  tliey  dispatched  one  Haliburton,. 
their  commandant,  to  Mr.  RoUo,  at  whose 
house  were  the  books  which  contained 
the  names  and  places  of  abode  of  every 
captain  of  a  company ;  but  when  he  came 
there  he  was  demed  access  by  Mr.  RoUoV 
wife,  who  desired  him  to  be  gone.    They 
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then  proposed  to  rvas  the  eiiartA  beD,  but 
fi>una  the  mob  had  taken  the  precaution  to 
gecure  the  tower  in  which  it  hang;. 

HisAop  the  store-keeper,  and  several 
others,  proved,  "  That  the  magistrates 
next  sent  to  the  magazine  for  arms, 
and  diat  the  mob  had  likewise  secured 

It- had  been  much  insisted  upon  by  the 
(Counsel  for  the  Bill,  that  the  Provost  ought 
to  have  put  a  guard  of  men  in  the  Justi- 
ciary or  Tolbooth-room,  which  are,  it  seems, 
but  a  short  dbtance  from  one  another ; 
but  it  appeared  by  all  the  evidence,  that  in 
die  situation  aiGurs  were  then  in  it  was 
quite  impracticable. 

Walker,  the  town-officei^  whom  the 
mob  had  so  pelted  that  he  was  obliged  to 
throw  off  his  liveiy-coat,  declared,  "  He 
was  by  when  they  murdered  him,  and 
l^at  one  more  forward  than  the  rest  was 
checked  by  the  others  and  desired  to  wait 
for  orders ;  that  he  thereupon  quitted  the 
end  of  the  rope,  which  by  this  time  being 
about  Porteous's  neck,  he  was  ready  to 
h^ye  hpisted  up,  and  went  about  to  ano- 
ther, who  very  composedly  gave  him  or- 
ders, and  that  he  returned  and  drew  the 
rope  up,  which  hanged  Porteous." 

It  mrther  appeared.  That  the  magis- 
trates were  all  this  time  getting  what  in- 
fbrmation  they  could  by  sending  people 
who  might  mix  in  the  mob,  and  endeavour 
to  know  some  of  their  faces,  but  all  in  vain; 
only  one  man  returned,  who  said  he  knew 
one  person  there.  The  magistrates  de- 
sired him  to  name  him,  which  it  seems  he 
did,  and  was  desired  to  be  in  readiness  to 
give  in  what  evidence  he  could  against 
nllh,  ^lien  called  upon. 

Mr.  £.indsay  said,  *'  That  he  returned 
Aotit  five  in  the  morning,  and  with  sev'e- 
ral  who  had  been  with  the  Provost  {dl 
night,  went  to  the  Grass-iparket,  where  the 
body  of  Porteous  yet  hung,  and  several 
people,  to  the  number  of  twenty  or  diirty, 
as  they  thought,  in  a  body,  standing  about : 
ihost  of  the  evidence  seemed  to  think  those 
were  some  of  the  rioters,  and  said,  they 
advised  them  to  depart.  One  was  seized 
tlpdn,  but  besides  that  they  could  m^e 
nothing  of  him;  they  had  no  prison  in 
if^hich  they  could  connnt  him,  so  thought 
it  the  most  prudent  method  to  dismiss  him : 
for  being  but  a  few  of  themselves,  and  the 
ihob  seeming  resolute,  they  had  no  reason 
tb  doiibt  but  they  would  rescue  him ;  and' 
perhaps,  as  they  had  committed  such  out- 
rages already,  would  not  stick  at  greater.'' 
The  Kirig^s  council  bid  great  hold  of  this 
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circumstance  to  prove  the  negligence  both 
of  the  Provost  and  of  the  town  ;  but  it  was 
observed  by  Mr.  Murray,  council  for  the 
Provost,  that  he  was  not  then  present, 
consequently  admitting  it  .to  be  a  neglect, 
not  answerable  for  it. — He  farther  de- 
clared, "  That  when  he  returned  from 
major-general  Moylt*s,  the  mob  was  pour- 
ing in  vast  shoals  out  oi'  the  town  into  tlie 
country,  and  that  he  did  not  remember 
any  one  face  of  the  many  hundreds  he  met 
with,  though  he  had  lived  and  borne  tlie 
highest  offices  of  the  city  for  several  years.** 

Another  of  the  witnesses  declared, 
"  That  being  at  Dalkeith,  a  village  about 
five  miles  from  Edinburgh,  10  or  12  days 
before  the  riot,  he  there* heard  a  report 
that  a  conspincy  to  murder  Porteous,  if 
reprieved,  was  formed  by  the  friends  of 
one  Ballantine,  a  youth  of  that  town,  who 
went  thence  to  see  Wilson's  execution,  and 
wa6  one  of  them  killed  by  Porteous,  but 
that  nobody  believed  it." 

An  Act  ihade  in  the  9th  of  queen  Mary, 
of  Scotland,  1563,  by  which  it  was  enact- 
ed, that  all  citizens  who  assembled  to  sup- 
press any  not  within  the  town  of  Edin- 
burgh, without  authority  from  the  Pro- 
vost, incurred  the  pains  of  death,  wasnro- 
duced  and  admitted  an  evidence.  Ano- 
ther Act  of  James  II.  of  Scotland,  1451, 
by  whicli  no  corporaiion  was  ]iMe  to 
punishment ;  for  the  Provost  or  any  of  the 
ma^strates  fault  was  likewife^e  admitted  an 
evidence.  The  Articles  of  the  Union 
were  likewise  insisted  on,  by  which  the 
privileges  of  the  boroughs  are  to  remain 
m^olable ;  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  counsel  for 
the  town,'  offered  in  evidence  an  extract  of 
th%  Minutes  and  Debates  of  the  session  of 
parliament  in  Scotland,  in  which  the  Ar- 
ticles anent  the  privileges  of  royal  boroughs 
is  s^ettled,  whereby  it  appears  thift  upon  a 
motion  made  to  submit  them  to  the  altera- 
tiotis  of  a  Brltisdi  parliament,  a  debate 
arose,  and  it  was  resolved  in  the  negative; 
but  this  was  refused  as  evidence. 

It  ^ras  proved  against  the  city,  that  Por* 
tieous  was  insulted,  going  to  nis  trial,  hj 
the  mob ;  this  ^vas  confirmed  by  the  tesU* 
mony  Of  my  Lord  Advocate,  who  said  he 
believed,  that  had  it  not  been  fbr  the  guard 
he  would  l^Kve  been  torn  in  pieces  between 
the  Tolbooth  and  the  Justiciair  Room* 
though  not  fbrty  paces  distant  mm  one 
another.  The  fact  was  admitted,  but  evi- 
dence was  given  that  the  mob,  who  insulted 
;  Porteous,  had  no  interest  in  the  corpora- 
,  tibn  who  was  to  suffer  by  the  present  Bill, 
bting dtherthe lowest oregs  of  the  inha- 
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bitants,  or  people  from  the  country  whose 
relations  had  been  killed  on  the  dky  of 
Wilsoo'g  execotton.  It  was  likewise  proved 
tlutt  ahnost  all  those  who  were  killed  were 
people  from  the  country. 

Mr.  Lindsay,  Mr.  Young,  and  several 
more  were  examined  to  prove  the  useful- 
ness of  the  town  guard,  particularly  in  two 
respects,  viz.  that  of  extinguishmg  fires 
aod  qudliDs  former  mobs.  It  was  plainly 
made  out,  that  it  was  in  a  city  so  populous, 
and  so  dose  built,  where  for^  or  nfty  fami- 
lies lire  osder  one  roof,  as  in  Edinburgh,  it 
woold  be  impoasible  to  cjuench  fires^  or  to 
presene  the  goods  durmg  fires,  without 
rach  an  armed  f«rce. 

The  Lord  Advocate,  and  Patrick  Lind- 
ttT,vere  asked,  when  upon  examination, 
Whether,  if  the  town  guard  had  been 
nnder  arms  and  not  surprised,  thev  be- 
iiered  tlie  guard  would  have  been  able  to 
have  queUed  the  mob  f  they  answered  they 
<H  and  most  of  the  evidence  declared, 
that  they  believed^  had  the  guard  been 
properl?  armed  and  commanded,  the 
rioters  would  not  have  attempted  what  they 
did. 

As  to  what  related  to  taking  away  the 
Nether-Bow-Gate,  it  was  proved  unani- 
Bmosij,  that  the  said  gate  was  of  absolute 
consequence  to  collecting  the  city  revenue, 
ud  that  it  prevented  smuggling.  One  of 
tbe  honourable  gentlemen  above  men- 
tiooed  said,  that  he  did  not  think  its  being 
I  doBolished  would  answer  the  intentions  of 
^  B3],  because  it  was  easy  for.  a  small 
bodj  to  defend  the  pass  where  it  was  built, 
^nst  a  much  larger,  even  though  the 
Ctte  was  open.  Several  evidences  were  pro^ 
oQced,  parttcukurly  the  Act  of  Parliament 
by  which  the  city  collected  two  pennies 
^t  upon  every  Scots  pmt  of  ale  vended 
*ithin  the  town,  to  prove  the  loyalty  of 
the  chizens  on  former  occasions,  especially 
i°  1715,  when  they  raised  some  companies, 
^  by  their  zeal  and  conduct  prevented 
^  surprising  the  Castle  by  the  rebels. 

Mr.  Irvine,  the  town  clerk,  sud,  they 
had  during  that  period,  and  upon  other 
occasions,  manifested  theu*  loyalty  much  to 
^  prejudice  of  their  revenue,  which  was 
<<^vce  itiii^  to  defray  the  necessary  expence 
^their  town. 

Mr.  Young  declared.  That  he  found  a 
^^  for  some  hundred  of  Scots  marks, 
glinted  by  the  city  of  Edinburgh  to  one 
Vii  ighttaan,  who  was  obliged  to  advance 
Wit  money  for  the  payment  of  the  minis- 
ter'ssalaiy,  the  revenue  of  the  town  bav- 
^■iSbea)  to  exhausted ;  and  all  agree^l  in 
i     [VOL.X.]  ^ 


its  having  the  most  sincere  attachment  to 
the  Protestant  succession  in  the  present 
royal  family. 

We  have  given  the  sum  of  this  Exaroi^ 
nation,  because  without  that  the  following 
Speeches  would  not  bis  intelligible.  Tho 
hearing  of  counsel  for  and  against  the  Bill 
being  ended,  and  the  counsel  withdrawn, 
Mr.  Speaker  opened  the  Bill ;  whereupon 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Attomev  Gene- 
ral for  its  being  committed,  in  which  he 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  Solicitor  General, 
but  it  being  laiie,  the  consideration  of 
the  said  motion  was  adjourned  till  the  next 
morning. 

June  9.  The  said  motion  was  re-as- 
sumed ;  upon  which  the  following  debate 
arose. 

Mr.  Attomev  General  (Mr.  Dudley 
!Ryder)  rose  ana  said: 

Sir ;  The  Bill  now  befinre  us,  I  will  ven- 
ture to  say,  is  a  Bill  that  at  this  juncture 
must  frreatly  contribute  to  the  peace  and 
tran^uillity^of  this  nation,  lamsorrvto 
say  It,  but  it  is  too  visible  that  the  spint  of 
disafiection  and  riot  seems  to  have  gone 
abroad ;  and  if  a  timely  and  an  e&ctual 
stop  is  not  put  to  it  by  a  vigorous  interpo- 
sition of  the  legislature,  no  gentleman  can 
take  it  upon  him  to  say  where  it  may  stop. 
It  has,  in  the  chief  city  of  our  part  of  th« 
United  Kingdom,  already  left  but  too  many 
melancholy  proofs  of  its  fatal  tendency ; 
and  how  soon  it  may  communicate  itself 
to  the  other,  I  tremble  to  imagine. 

The  other  House,  Sir,  by  the  seasonable 
inquiry,  has  already  set  us  the  example,  in 
what  manner  we  ought  to  treat,  and  in 
what  manner  we  ought  to  punish  such  un- 
heard-of msolence  and  barbarity,  as  the 
action  which  gave  rise  to  this  Bill.  I  hope. 
Sir,  we  never  shall  be  upbraided  with  b^- 
ing  cold  in  seconding  their  zeal ;  I  hope. 
Sir,  that  it  never  shall  be  laid  to  the 
chur^  0^  a  British  House  of  Commons, 
that  It  has  been  remiss  in  punishing  an  au- 
dacious insult  upon  all  law  and  majesty, 
while  the  House  of  Peers  has  appeared 
zealous  and  forward  in  vindicating  both. 

It  is  true  the  charge  against  the  Pro- 
vost and  citizens  of  Edinburgh  consists 
chiefly  in  their  neglecting  to  prevent 
the  tumult  before  it  happened;  m  their 
neglecting  to  suppress  it,  or  take  proper 
measures  for  that  purpose  afterit  had  hap- 
pened, and  in  their  neglecting  to  discover, 
apprehend,  and  secure  those  who  wero 
guilty  of  that  audacious  riot  and  cruel 
murder.    But  this  charge,  which  is  the 
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foundation  of  Uie  BilU  >a  not  t^  be  coi^i* 
fibred  38  negligenceonly ;  forhewhodoesnot 
prevent  a  crime  which  he  migbt  aiid  ought 
to  have  prevented,  has  always  in  Uw  been 
looked  upon  at  lonie  waj  guUty  of  that 
vety  crime;  therefoie  if  it  should  appear 
that  the  mafistrates  and  citizens  of  Edin- 
tnir^  might  and  ought  to  have  prevented 
this  tumuU,  or  rather  insurri^ction,  or  that 
Ihejr  might  and  ought  to  have  sup- 
pressed it»  or  that  th^  might  and  ought  to 
Aave  discoveredtapprehendedy  and  secured 
the  rioters  and  murderers;  if  it  should 
appear  that  they  neglected  any  of  those 
'measures  which  were  obvious  for  accom- 
plishing either  of  those  ends,  the  neglect 
mu$lt  then  be  lookied  on  as  a  sort  of  wil- 
ful nefflect,  and  consequently  they  must  be 
looked  on  asguiltVyia  some  measure,  of  all 
those  crimes  whicn  were  committed.  And 
so  every  aentleman  who  considers  their 
case  ih  mis  U^t,  the  punishment  pro- 
posed by  this  BUI  must  appear  merciful  as 
yrell  as  mild» 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  (^r.  Strange) 
rose  and  spoke  as  follows : 

Sir;  I  had  yesterday  the  h<mour  to 
se^nd  the  motion  made  oy  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  spdce  last,  and  must  beg 
rour  attention  as  to,  some  points  arising 
Vom  the  evidence  that  has  been  laid  before 
thisHouse« 

I  have  the.pleasure.  Sir,  to  observe,  that 
everv  pne  who  has  oocasioh  to  speak  u{>on 
this  head,  expresses  the  utmost  detestation 
fi>r  the  actors.of  what  was  not  only  an  in- 
sult upon  nugesty,  but  an.  .open  rebellion 
against  justice,  nay  againat  mercy  itself 
It  hus,  i  think,  been  pi^ty  iisuveraaily  al- 
lowed, that  it  is  .out  of  the  readi  of  com- 
mon law  to  punish  the  ne^ect  of  duty  in 
the  Lord  Pirovost .  and  citizens  of  Edin- 
burgh, it  being  attended  with  some  pecu- 
liar circumstances ;  and  as  I  believe  every 
gentleman  in  thb  House  is  of  opinion,  that 
such  a  neglect  ought  to  be  punished,  1 
may  venture  to  affirm,  thai;  there  was  no 
ether  way  of  doing  it  but  in  the  method 
that  has  been  taken.  The  objection  that 
seems  to  have  the*  greatest,  weight  as  to 
this  method,  is  the.  hardship  of  a  man  suf<* 
fering  by  an  act  px  post  facto  /  but  the  sup- 
posing any  such  hardship,  is  to  question 
the  justice  and  wisdom  of  former  parlia- 
ments, who  have  ever  proceeded  in  this 
manner  4ipon  misdemeanors^  which  were 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  common  forms  of 
laws.  Great  pains  have  been  taken  to 
fioda  di&rencjB  betiriix  the  misdemeanors 
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for  which  other  cities  were  punished  by 
this  House,  and  the  behaviour  of  the  city 
of  Edinburgh  m  the  late  riot.  But,  Sir, 
though  two  cases  of  this  nature  cannot  be 
paraflel  to  each  other  in  eveiy  circum- 
stance, ever}'  case  of  a  city  losing  its  pri- 
vileges by  the  censure  .of  parliament, 
amounts  to  a  proof  that  there  have  been 
precedents  of  uiis  nature,  eight  or  nine  ol 
which  have  been  produced  by  the  gentle- 
man who  spoke  ai^unst  the  BdL  I  am  fax 
from  believine  that  the  Provost  or  magis^ 
trates  of  Edixiburgh  were  actually  aidmg 
to  the  rioters  when  the  unfortunate  Por^ 
teous  was  murdered,  for  if  they  had,  th^ 
punishment  would  have  been  much  mor^ 
severe  than  what  is  Implied  in  the  present 
Bill.  And  to  shew  that  I  am  wiUmg  u 
allow  all  that  can  be  reasonably  expecteq 
in  favour  of  the  Lord  Provost  and  city  ol 
Edinburgh,  I  shall  pjemise  two  or  thie^ 
things.  The  first  is,  that  I  lay  no  stres^ 
upon  the  circumstances  pre^dine  th^ 
murder  of  Porteous,  nor  do  I  think  thai 
the  town  of  Edmborgh  shewed  any  perj 
sonal  rancour  to  that  unfortunate  inan  ii{ 
prosecuting  him  at  their  expence.  1{ 
was  no  more.  Sir,  than  what  their  dutj 
required  of  them,  as  he  was  a  servant  o| 
theur  OW9,  and  the  crime  he  committed 
was  done  while  he  was  doathed  witl 
their  authori^,  and  in  effect  committej 
against  4hem:  nor  am  I,  Sir,  of  opij 
mon,  that  they  discovered  any  malic^ 
but  rather  favour,  in  taking  away  bi| 
pension,  and  leaving  him  half  a  ^oc^ 
a  week  for  his  subsistence  while  in  prii 
spn,  since  it  comes  out  in  evidence  thfl 
they  did  not  put  it  in  their  own  pockety 
but  gave  it  to  the  other  two  captaii^ 
who  performed  his  duty;  nor  could  th\ 
magistrate^  hmre  been  blamed  had  the] 
deprived  him  of  the  whole.  I  farthe 
admit,  that  the  Provost  behaved  both  cir 
cumspectly  and  impartially,  by  leaving  bin 
to  the  judgment  of  another  cdurt,  sine 
by  his  own  authority  he  might  have  trie< 
and  condemned  him  in  his  own. 

The  counsel  for  the  Provost  has  donl 
well  in  considering  his  behaviour  at  thrq 
different  periods  of  time,  viz.  before 
during,  am  after  the  murder  of  Porteous 
I  shall  likewise  view  it  through  the  8ai< 
periods,  and  make  such  observations  (H 
each,  as  I  hope  will  fuQy  prove  the  e^^ 
pediency  and  justice  of  the  present  Bill 
As  for  the  first,  it  appears  tnat  the  Fjd 
vost  had  positive  intelligence  of  a  desigl 
formed  to  take  Porteous  out  of  the  hand 
<if  justice,  and  to  murder  him;  thiswai 
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(old  faini  by  captain  Lin;  but  what  did  the 
Praroit  do  on  this  occaaion  ?  He  deaired 
La  to  enquire  into  the  grounds  of  such 
a  report,  which  indeed  was  doing  no* 
thfflg  at  all;  for  he  could  not  have  em- 
plojed  a  more  improper  person  than  Un^ 
whoiostlj  might  be  8im>osed  to  have  been 
dreaoed  by  the  ^jonspimtora  on  account 
of  his  office,  and  who,  unless  he  had  been 
in  ooDceit  with  them,  could  never  haw 
come  at  the  knowledge  of  the  design; 
however,  it  seems  the'  report  increased 
tosochad^ree,  that  Un  thought  it  hia 
dotj  again  to  acquaint  the  Pk-ovost  of  it» 
md  to  desire  the  neceasarv  orders  to  pre* 
vent  it;  but  such  was  the  Provost's  negU- 
gcDoe  and  mdolenoe,  that  he  only  laughed 
at  him,  and  told  him,  that  there  was  no 
foondation  for  anch  a  report.  Upon  whidi 
Lia  had  this  remarkable  ezpreasion,  « I 
<  vishjoafind  it  to  be  so/ 

I  am  well  aware,  Sir,  of  what  has 
been  said  in  behalf  of  the  Provost,  that 
the  report  waa  fixed  for  the  Wedneaday, 
Aot  the  Tuesday*  I  shall  admit  that  to 
be  fact,  but  cannot  help  condudiag  that 
tht  neoesBanr  diapdaittona  ought  to  have 
ben  made  by  the  IVovoat  to  prevent  it 
00  the  Wedneadav;  how  doea  it  appear 
that  any  ofdera  for  this  purpose  were 

rn  by  the  Phivoat?  mien  Lh|  came 
his  orders  the  night  before,  he  gpt 
fiooe,  though  ho  waited  long  at  the  door 
^  the  house  where  the  Provost  and  town- 
coancfl  were  aaaembled,  sent  in  his  name 
to  acquaint  the  Phivost  he  was  there, 
•nd  told  several  of  the  members  who 
vent  mto  the  eoondl  fbr  what  end  he 
nt  waiting  there*  What  is  stfll  more 
BexcasaUe  and  ttnaocountable,  is,  that  it 
•ppears  the  city  guard  at  that  time  was 
Mt  provided  with  one  flask  of  powder, 
«r  one  pound  of  ball,  though  it  had  been 
^ys  the  custom  to  furnish  them  with 
both  the  ni^t  before,  when  it  was  sua* 
pected  any  msunrection  would  happen  the 
BextdiQf. 

If  we  can  suppose  that  the  Provoat  had 
^  rendered  more  cautioua  with  respect 
to  the  qudling  of  tumuha  by  an  armed 
^,  from  the  mdancholy  effect  that 
I^wteouB'a  conduct  had  produced;  yet, 
^)  there  waa  another  method  which 
i&ight  have  eaafly  and  effectually  been 
^  to  prevent  the  designs  of  the  con- 
^ijnton,  and  to  secure  tile  unfortunate 
^"intnal  from  their  rage,  and  a  method 
^«  so  obvious,  that  it  suggested  itself  to 


"^  meanest  c^MoiUes.    This  was, 
^)«veacntPtetaauato  the  castle.  What 


the  Pravoet^a  own  evidence  (Walker)  has 
declared,  makes  it  ^ipear,  that  it  waa  a 
current  opinion,  even  among  the  mob 
themselves,  that  this  measure  would  have 
been  taken;  for  when  he  ( Walker  1  heard 
the  drum  of  tiie  rioters,  havin||[  asked  hia 
maid,  <  why  the  drum  was  beatmg  at  that 

*  unusual  hour,'  she  readily  answered,  <  I 

*  fian<7  they  are  carrying  captain  Porteous 
« titthe  caatle^' 

I  believe,  indeed,  the  original  deaign 
of  the  rioters  was  to  have  lianged  him 
upon  the  Wednesday;  but  it  appearsby 
the  evidence  given  in,  that  this  reMlutioa 
was  changed  soon  after  the  reprieve  came 
down^  and  the  report  currently  went  for 
the  Tueadar,  rm  the  report  was  so  fre* 
quent  for  the  l\Msday,  that  it  is  contrary 
to  the  rules  of  common  sense  to  suppose 
the  Pirovost  could  have  been  ignorant  of 
it;  but,  as  I  bmted  before,  how  did  it  w^ 
I»ear  that  he  took  the  necessary  precau- 
tiena  apainst  it,. even  aupposing  it  to  have 
been  meed  for  the  Weonesday,  and  whtr 
did  he  not  act  in  the  aame  maimer  upon 
the  Tuesday  before,  as  he  had  done  the 
nij^t  before  the  execution  of  Wilson, 
wmdi  waa  to  give  orders  for  all  the  three 
companies  to  mount  guard,  to  let  them 
have  ammunition,  and  to  call  in  the  as- 
aiatance  of  the  regular  forces,  which  by 
their  readiness  in  assisting  him  at  the  exe- 
cution of  Wilson,  he  had  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve would  have  been  refosed  him? 

I  conceive.  Sir,  that  I  have  said  enough 
to  prove  the  notorioua  ne^ect  of  duty 
in  ttie  Provost  during  the  first  period  m 
his  behaviour,  and  how  does  it  appear 
that  he  behaved  better  during  the  aecond, 
viz.  the  tiaoe  of  the  riot?  An  act  of 
parliament  has  been  urged  by  the  gentto- 
men*  counsel  for  tiie  town  or  Bdii£uigh, 
Mainst  the  Bill,  which  if  it  makea  any 
thing  in  fovour  of  the  dtiaens,  throws  the 
whofe  blame  upon  the  Provost.  It  is  an 
Act,  Sir,  made  in  queen  Mary  of  Scot* 
land'a  time,  and  is  still  in  force;  it  is  In- 
tituled *  An  Act  against  staunching  Riots 
*  and  Tumultuous  Assemblies  wiAm  the 
«  City  of  Edmburgh,'  by  which  it  is  made 
ftlony  in  a  citiaen  ojf  Edinburgh  to  assist 
in  suppressing  any  riot  therem  .  without 
the  Frovost's  orders.  How  does  it  ap- 
pear. Sir,  that  the  Ptrovost  gave  any 
orders?  Does  it  appear,  that  upon  th^e 
repeated  informations  that  he  had  of  a 
tumuk  being  to  happen,  he  issued  odt 
any  commands  to  his  citizens  to  be  upon 
their  guard,  and  to  be  in  readiness  to  suj^ 
any  such  tumult  j    It  is  still  more 
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extraordinary  that  he  neglected  the  com- 
mon method  prescribed  by  law,  which, 
no  one,  especially  one  of  his  station,  could 
be,  or  at  least  ought  to  be  ignorant  of,  I 
mean,  that  of  reading  the  act  against 
riots,  of  which  he  was  even  unprovided 
of  a  copy.  When,  with  a  good  deal  of 
difficulty,  a  copy  of  that  act  was  pro- 
cured, tie  made  no.  attempt  to  read  it, 
as  he  might  have  done,  in  the  passage 
betwixt  the  door  of  the  tavern  where  he 
was,  and  the  street  where  the  rioters 
%rere  assembled;  and  I  think,  Sir,  it  ap- 
pears very  plain  from  the  evidence,  that 
that  passage  was  dear.  Another  inex- 
cusable omission  that  he  was  guilty  of, 
was,  that  when  he  sent  away  for  the  as- 
aistance  of  the  King's  forces,  ne  neglected 
to  write^a  letter,  as  he  easily  might  have 
done,  and  as  he  had  done  upon  former 
occasions,  without  which  he  had  no  rea- 
son to  believe  the  troops  would  have 
marched  to  his  assistance.  It  is  true.  Sir, 
that  it  was  not  to  be  expected,  that  a  let- 
ter full  of  form  and  complunent  could  have 
•been  written  at  such  a  juncture,  but  sure, 
.he  might  have  written  two  lines,  though 

•  it  had  been  no  more  than  this;  *  Sir,  We 

*  are  in  the  utmost  danger,  march  your 
.'  troops  to  our  assistance  as  «oon  as  possi- 

*  ble,'    This,  Sir,  bad  been  the  natural  and 
•    proper  stile,  and  would  have  better  served 

•  to  let  general  Moyle  know  the  danger  he 
was  in,  than  a  letter  in  any  other  terras. 
I  must  further  observe,  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  he  sent  being  no  magistrate,  it 
would  have  been  a  very  imprudent  step 
for  general  Moyle  to  have  come  to  his  as- 
sistance, upon  a  bare  verbal  message.    For 
let  me  suppose  the  general  had  marched  his 
•troops  upon  the  message   that  was  sent 
.him;  he  finds  the  gates  shut  against'liim ; 
he  forces. them  open;  tlve  mob  resists;  he 
gives  orders  to  lire  amongst  them ;  seve- 
ral arc  1  illed;  and  those  that  are  killed  are 
soon  found  to  have  been  innocent  spec- 
tators :  Moyle  is  prosecuted,  he  is  asked, 
;why  did  you  so  and  so  i  had  you  an  order 
•in  writing  from  the  Provost  for  entering 
•the  town  ?     No !     Had  you  a  verbal  or- 
der from  him  ^     No!    liad  you  an  order 
either   verbal    or   in   writing    from    any 
other   magistrate?     No  I     Did  you  not 
know  that  without  such  orders  the  King's 
troops  are  not  to  enter  the  city?     Yes! 
Wliat  the  late  of  general  Moyle,  by  the 
Scotch  law,  would  harve  been  in  such  a 

iCase,  may  be  guessed  by  that  of  Porteous. 
One  observation  more.  Sir,  I  iiKouid  make, 
tlmt  I  do  it  not  with  a  design  of  throwing 


Ihroce^Ugsin  the  CommoHi  relating  to 

out  any  reflection.  When  the  honoar* 
able  member,  who  was  the  messenger  to 
general  Moyle,  went  to  him,  why  be  did 
not  propose  to  get  the  warrant,  which  the 
general  byjhis'instructlons  from  his  supe- 
riors required,  from  my  lord  Neirhail, 
whose  house  it  seems  was  two  miles  nearer 
tlian  that  of  my  lord  justice  clerk,  to  whom 
he  applied. 

I  am  tkr  from  asserting.  Sir,  that  the 
Lord  Provost;  during  the  time  of  the  riot, 
was  quite  inactive,  and  made  no  attempt 
whatever  to  quell  it ;  but  I  think  he  mignt 
and  ought  to  have  made  more  frequent 
and  more  vigorous  attempts.  We  see  by 
one  evidence  that  it  haa  been  no  hara 
matter  to  have  driven  the  conspirators 
from  before  the  doors  of  the  Justice-court, 
where  it  appears,  that  if  a  very  few  men 
with  iire-arms  liad  been  posted,  they  might 
easily  have  forced  the  mob  from  abo^t  the 
prison  doors;  since  that  evidence,  sun- 
ported  X  only  by  other  two^  actually 
wrenched  the  weapons  out  of  the  hands  of 
some  of  the  conspirators,  and  drove  them 
to  some  distance.  By  what  I  haveob- 
aetved.  Sir,  I  hof>e  it  appears,  that  the 
Provost  has  justly  incurrai  the  censure  of 
this  House  by  his  behaviour  during  the 
second  period  mentioned.  I  shall  now 
proceed  to  make  a  very  few  obsen^ations 
upon  his  behavio^r  during  the  third  pe- 
riod. It  has  been  proved,  Sir,  the  next 
morning  afler  the  murder  of IPorteous  was 
committed,  many  of  the  rioters  were  seen 
standing  near  the  body'  of  Porteous,  by 
several  of  the  city  council,  limong  whom 
was  an  honourable  member  of  this  House, 
who  repaired  to  the  spot.  But  it  has  oot 
been  proved  that  any  attempt  was  made  to 
seize  aay  of  them,  except  one,  who  afters 
very  cursory  examination  was  dismissed, 
because,  forsooth,  they  had  no  prison  to 
put  him  into.  Had  they  not  the  Canaoa- 
gate  prison.  Sir,  where  the  King's  forces 
kept  guard,  and  where  he  would  have  been 


secure  ?  or  can  it  be  supposed  that  if  the 
Provost  had  been  in  earnest  to  have  se- 
cured him,  that  he  who  commanded  in 
the  castle  would  have  refused  to  have  re- 
ceived him  as  a  prisoner  ?  or  that  the  Pro- 
vost Qould  have  been  at  a  loss  for  a  house, 
in  which  he  might  have  secured  him  till 
the  city  prison  was  repaired  ?  It  is  true, 
that  near  two  hundreu  persons  are  pre- 
tended to  have  been  examined,  but  can 
&ny  good  reason  be  given  why  the  exami- 
nations of  not  above  four  or  five  of  tliem 
were  reduced  to  writing  ?  It  has  been 
urged  in  defence  of  Uie  rrovpsti  that  b« 
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Tassomuch  in  earnest  .to  discover  the 
rioten,  thtt  he  sent  sererel  to  mix  amongst 
the  mob>  that  some  of  the  conspirafton 
Bught  be  discovered.  But  when  one  of 
tli«e  measengers  from  the  Provost  came 
back  to  the  tavern,  and  said  he  Imew  one 
of  them,  and  ofered  to  tell  his  name,  he 
was  chuged  to  hold  his  peace  till  a  pro- 
oertime,  when  he  should  be  examined: 
but,  Siiil  must  beg  leave  to  observe  *  that 
proper  time'  never  yet  came.  Great 
ctress,  Sir,  has  been  laid  upon  the  jpreva- 
rication  of  some  of  the  witnesses  for  the 
crovn,  and  many  endeavours  used  to  prove 
the  bad  duffacter  of  one  of  them,  but 
it  is  remsriEable,  that  one  of  Uie  prin- 
cipal witnesses  against  the  Bill  has  pre- 
varicated much  more  strongly  than  any 
of  those  for  it.  The  witness  I  mean 
is  Walker,  the  city  officer,  who  said,  that 
be  was  sent  by  the  Provost  to  wait  upon 
the  icdicitor-general  for  Scotland,  and 
to  receive  his  orders,  which  he  according- 
ly did.  Being  asked,  how  long  it  was 
cfter  the  riot  Iwppened,  that  he  received 
such  ao  order  irom  the  Provost;  he  an- 
i»ered,  within  a  day,  or  at  moat  two,  after 
the  riot  Now,  Sir,  it  appears  by  the  so- 
licitor, who  is  an  honourable  member  of 
tills  House,  that  he  (the  solicitor)  came 
<)ot  to  town  till  ten  or  twelve  d{i}i^  after 
the  riot. 

Having  thus  gone  through  the  beha- 
vioar  of  the  Provost  during  the  three  pe- 
riods 1  proposed,  I  shall  1^  very.shortin 
^hat  1  hare  to  say  witii  respect  to  the 
t9«rDt>f  Edinburgh.  It  has  been  insisted 
upoQ  by  the  gendcmen  counsel  against  the 
Bill,  that  not  one  citizen  of  ]£linburgh 
could  be  proved  to  be  assisting  in  the  riot. 
i  his^  Sir,  to  me  is  one  of  the  strongest  ar- 
gomeati  that  they  were  assisting.  For 
ioch  a  proof  could  only  come  out  by  the 
other  towns-men,  who  being  equally  con-. 
zeroed  found,  a  mutual  interest  in  conceal- 
ing one  another.  It  has  been  said,  that 
it  appears  from  the  evidence  of  the  ho- 
Roaiable  person  wlio  wa»  sent  to  general 
Movie,  that  it  was  the  people  in  the  coun- 
try who  were  principally  concemed,.since, 
to  use  that  gentleman's  expression,  when 
^  returned  from  the  general,  he  met  the 
rioters  pouring  in  shoaU  out  of  the  city. 
l^ray,  Sir,  can  it  be  supposed  that  if  tlie 
tioters  had  been  citizenft,  they  would  have 
^ccn  so  mad  as  to  continue  in  the  city 
vhen  the  riot  was  but  just  over,  and  where 
it  had  been  easy  to  have  discovered  them. 
Great  complainls  have  been  made  of  the 

hardships  unposedupon  the  citizens  of 
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Edinburgh  by  the  present  bill,  as  it  take* 
away  their  guard,  and  consequently  de-* 
prives  them  of  theur  watclu  But  I  cani»ot 
see  any  hardahip  in  this  at  all,  because  the 
citizens  have  omy  enjoyed  that  guard  since 
the  Revolution,  when  it  was  granted  them 
in  place  of  watching  and  warding,  and  I 
know  not  what  should  hinder  them  from 
returning  to  the  same  custom  again.  The 
^tlemen  on  the  other  side  have  likewise 
msisted  much  upon  the  hardships  of  pro* 
ceeding  against  the  Provost  and  city  of 
£dinbuigh  in  this  manner.  There  are 
only  three  methods.  Sir,  by  which  a  par- 
liamentary prosecution  can  be  or  hath  been 
carried  on.  One,  which  has  been  long 
out  of  use,  I  hope  never  shall  be  revived^ 
the  second  is  by  impeachment,  and  the 
third  is  by  bill,  as.  m  the  present  case. 
The  two  hist  are  the  only  methods  that 
could  have  been  used  against  the  Provost 
and  citizens  of  Edinburgh.  Had  they 
been  proceeded  against  by  an  hnpeach- 
ment,  they  could  have  had  no  chuice  to 
be  acquitted  but  one,  which  is  the  judg- 
ment of  the  House  of  Peers,  the  law  hav- 
ing put  it  out  of  the  King's  power  to  inter- 
pose where  the  Commons  are  the  prose* 
cutors.  But  by  the  present  method,  if  tl^ 
party  •  proceeded  a^^unst  is  censured  by 
tlie  Peers,  he  has  the  chance  of  being  «c« 
quitted  by  the  Commons,  and  if  ccmdemn- 
ed  by  both,  4ie  has  still  a  further  clumoe 
that  the  King  will  not  pass  the  BilL  For 
these  reasons,  1  am  heartily  for  the  corn- 
mitment  of  tliis  Bill. 

'   Mr.  Duncan  Forbes^  spoke  tlius : 

Sir ; — As  the  post  1  have  the  honour  to 
enjoy  under  his  Majesty,  obliged  mete 
have  some  concern,  both  ii^  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  unfortunate  Porteous,  and  in 
taking  the  examinations  of  the  persons 
supposed  to  be  concerned  in  his  Darbareua 
murder,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  give  my 
opinion  in  relation  to  the  Bill  now  depend- 
ing before  this  House. 

I  cannot  believe,  Sir,  that,  an^  gentle- 
man who  has  the. honour  to  sit  in  this 
House^  will  question  my  having  the  most 
sincere  detestation  of  the  crime  (whose 
consequences  Heaven  avert!)  and  tiie 
greatest  abhorrence  of  the  actors  of  it. 
And,  Sir,  could  it  be  proved  that  the.  ma- 
gistrates and  city  of  Edinburgh  omitted 
the  least  measure  that  could  have  been 
taken  to  prevent  tlv^  perpetration  of  it,  I 
would  be  as  forward  as  any  gentleman  in 
this  House  to  gjye  my  vote  for  passing  the 
present  bill.into  a  law ;  nay,  were  the  all^ 
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^ti0iift  in  the  Bill  proved^  I  think  than  of 
80  heinous  a  nature,  that  I  would  willkigly 
give  up  whatever  could  be  said  in  fkvour 
of  the  city  of  Edinburgh  from  any  preced- 
ing acts,  nay  from  whatever  may  be  urged 
even  from  an  article  of  so  solemn  a  trea^ 
w  the  Union  itself.  But,  Sir,  before  I 
enter  into  the  p<Hnt  in  question,  I  must 
declare  to  this  august  assembly,  thai 
whatever  I  speak  in  defence  of  tiie  Pro- 
vost and  citizens  of  Edinburgh  does  not 
froceed  from  any  national  prejudices,  for 
thank  God  I  am  as  free  of  dnem  as  any 
man ;  and  I  am  persuaded  from  the  can- 
dour, patience,  and  impartiality,  which 
this  House  has  shewn  throughout  all  the 
course  of  this  examination,  every  gentle- 
men here  is  of  the  same  senthnents. 

There  are  two  or  three  thin^.  Sir,  to 
whidi  I  beg  the  attention  of  this  House^ 
because  they  are  circumstances  upon  which 
I  lay  a  good  deal  of  weight,  and  they  may 
not  a  Tittle  influence  gentlemen  m  the 
jud^ent  they  form  ofthe  justice  or  in- 
justice of  the  present  BiH*  The  citizens 
of  Edinburgh,  Sir,  are  divided  into  two 
olasses;  one  oif  which  composes  the  Corpo- 
fation,  pays  scot  and  lot,  and  has  tiie  only 
right  to  vote  in  chusing  their  magistrates 
and  rapresentatives  in  parliament;  the 
other  class,  Sir,  consists  ofthe  very  Aregs 
of  the  people,  who  have  not  the  least  in- 
terest in  any  of  these  pointsr  they  easily 
embrace,  and  are  much  pleased  with,  every 
opportunity  of  being  tumultuous.  Should 
the  present  bill  pass  into  a  law,  it  would  be 
directly  formed  to  favour  the  Intter,  who 
were  the  authors  ofthe  murder  or  Pbr- 
teous,  in  dase  he  was  murdered  by  any 
who  lived  within  the  junsdiction  of  die 
city  of  Edinbttrgh,  and  to  censure  the  for- 
mer, who,  it  appears  from  the  evidence 
given  at  this  bar,  has  an  interest  in  quelling 
emy  riot  of-  the  like  nature  with  that 
whidi  is  no^  under  your  constderation, 
and  who  actually,  as  I  nope  to  shew  more 
at  length  by  and  bye,  did  use  their  utmost 
endeavours  to  quell  the  riot  which  gives 
rise  to  the  present  Bill. 

There  is  another  pointy  Sir,  apon.which 
I  lay  a  good  deal  of  stress,  and  whidi  may 
not  a  little  influence  the  reiohitions  of  thft 
House;  and  that  is,  the  form  in  whidi  the 
city  of  Edmburgh  is  built :  were  I  capable 
to  give  you  any  idea  of  it  by  desmbimi^  it, 
i  am  nersuaded  evefy  gentleman  here 
would  think  it  a  circumstance  <^[gr^t  no' 
portance  ih  the  present  case.  The  ci^  of 
jUUnburgh,  Sir,  consisU  ^  tme  pfincipat 
stieet,  with  whicha  graal  mObw  af  lanea 


(whieh  you  hatio  heard  called  in  the  evi- 
ocmce,  closes,  and  wynds)  communicate. 
As  my  business  obliges  me  to  be  at  Edin- 
burgh for  at  least  six  monUw  eveiy  year» 
I  had  many  opportunities  of  makmg  ob* 
serv^ons,  which  now  convince  roe  m  the 
hardships  that  would  attend  the  passing  of 
the  present  bill  into  a  law.  Upon  this 
street.  Sir,  twice  every  iay  there  are  sel- 
dom fewer  than  1,500  people  walking; 
and  towards  the  middle  of  it  the  guard* 
house,  which  by  the  present  biD  is  to  be 
demolished,  stands;  the  soldiers,  by  this 
situation  of  their  guard-house,  are  always 
ready  upon  the  first  notice  of  any  commo- 
tion (as  commotions  must  frequently  hap- 
pen in  such  a  concourse  of  people)  to  in- 
terpose;  and.  Sir,  I  have  frequent! j  seen 
where  tiiey  have  been  the  means  of  pre- 
venting a  good  deal  of  mischief.  It  has 
been  mentioned.  Sir,  that  citizens  msry  re- 
turn to  their  old  custom  of  watchiKg  and 
warding,  whenthis  guard  is takenaway;  but 
that.  Sir,  would  be  putting  them  to  a  very 
great  hardship.  >  ITie  nature  of  that  watch 
and  ward  was,  that  each  burg^ier,  for  per- 
haps 5  or  6  days  in  a  month,  should  mount 
ruard :  this  was  found  so  inconvenient  by 
Its  being  attended  with  a  great  loss  to 
their  private  business,  that  upon  a  repre* 
sentation  made  to  the  aovemment,  of  their 
services  at  the  Revdution,  the  present 
guard  was  granted  by  the  parliament,  and 
confirmed  to  them  by  the  glorious  kmg 
William. 

One  of  the  first  incidents  that  happened 
after  I  came  to  act  any  part  upon  the  stage 
of  lifb,  was  a  proof  to  me  of  the  service 
thia  guard  may  be  upon  some  occasions. 
And  1  shal]  the  n^er  mention  it,  beauise 
I  hope  it  will  serve  to  shew  how  early  I 
endeavoured  to  shake  off  those  foolish  but 
filial  pivrfudices,  that  reigned  among  tlie 
subjects  of  that  part  ofthe  UnitedKingdom 
against  the  English.  One  Green,  a  master 
of  an  En^h  vessel,  having  been  forced 
by  stress  of  weather  into  the  harbour  of 
Leith,  a  report  wai  spread  that  he  was  a 
pirate ;  upon  which  ne .  and  his  officers 
were  taken  up,  tried,  and  upon  the  evi- 
dence of  some  of  his  crew,  no  two  of  which 
concurred  in  their  evidence,  condemned, 
for  murdering  one  Drunnnond,  and  seizing 
his  ship.  I  was  present  at  the  whole  trial, 
and  was  sensible  witib  what  partiality  and 
injustioe  it  was  carried  on :  the  unfortunate 
men  seemed  to  me  to  heire  no  other  crime 
but  that  of  bemg  Enghahmen,  and  of  be- 
ing obliged  to  pot  mto  Scotlaad  at  a  time 
when  great  aBtaiesitiea  weie  aubsisting  in 
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that  kh^dom  OB  scoountof  looepfoceed- 
ings  agusft  the  nathres  of  Sootlaiid,  whidi 
wen  judged  there  to  be  unjott  sad  hanh. 
for  tboie,  and  do  other  crimet,  this  poor 
unfortunate  f^otlemaD,  and  the  offioery  of 
his  ship,  vere  to  suffer  an  jgnominioui 
death.  The  populace  is  the  mean  time  be- 
gan to  have  a  surmiae  that  the  privy  coui^ 
d,  vhich  aat  that  tkne  at  Edioburghy  ip- 
teodedtoreiNrievetheGrimiDali.  Aaevery 
ainmK  to  an  enrami mob  baproof^thev 
attacked  the  lordHdianoellor,  beat  his 
chair  in  pieces,  aad  obliged  hnntoflyfor 
his  life;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  city 
goaid,  who  rescued  him  with  their  bayo- 
oau  upon  the  muzzles  of  their  gunsy  tihev 
had  torn  him  to  pieces.  They  afterwards 
west  and  knocked  at  the  door  of  the  house 
vbere  the  privy  councQ  was  sittingy  bawl- 
iogOQt  for  the  blood  of  these  persons; 
and  the  privy  council,  in  a  mean  and  soaa- 
dalmu  manner,  gratified  them  by  signing 
an  order  for  thilnr  execution  that  very  day. 
1  vaa  ao  atnick  with  the  horror  of  the  fiust, 
dttt  I  put  myself  in  deep  mourning,  and 
with  the  danger  of  my  life  attended  the 
innocent  bat  unfortunate  men.  to  the  scaf- 
fold, where  they  died  with  the  moat  af- 
fecting protestations  of  their  innocence.  I 
did  not  stop  here,  for  I  carried  the  head  of 
captain  Green  to  the  grave ;  and  in  a  few 
months  after  letters  came  jfirom  the  cap- 
tain  fw  whose  murder,  andfirom  the  very 
^  for  whose  capture  the  unfortunate 
persons  su&red,  informing  their  friends 
that  they  were  all  safe.  These  letters, 
^ir,  were  of  a  date  mudi  later  than  the 
time  when  the  crimes,  for  which  Green 
was  condemned,  were  pretended  to  be 


nu  instance,  .Sir,  I  hope,  will  serve  to 
ihev  how  headstrong  mobs  have  formerly 
been  m  that  country,  and  how  useful  the 
citj  guard  has  been  in  quelling  them.  Al- 
^  menow.  Sir,  to  consider  the  conduct  of 
the  Lord  Provoet  c^  Edinburdi,  during 
that  unparalleled  insult  upon  m  laws  and 
goremment,  which  happened  when  the 
nofortonate  Porteous  waa  murdered.  And 
indeed,  Sir,  I  own  I  think  it  comes  pretty 
pUn  out  in  the  evidence,  that  he  benaved 
not  only  with  pudence  but  zeal,  nay  with 
}  GouESge  which  could  scarce  be  expected 
m  a  much  vounger  and  a  much  more  ac- 
Iwe  man.  No  evidence  of  any  credit.  Sir, 
^yet  pretended  to  say,,  that  the  Lord 
froToat  or  m^strates  of  Edinburgh  had 
tii^onnatioQ  of  this  riot's  being  to  happen 
on  the  day  on  which  it  did  happen.,  It  is 
^>  one  Baily  is  ao  laah  as  to  own  that 


ho  drank  with  ^ome  €i  the  coospiretols, 
who  defended  tJie  justice  of  the  murder, 
some  days  before  it  was  perpetrated,  and 
that  ho  himself  w^  present  during  the 
riot.  After  an  acknowledgment  m  this 
kind,  I  leave  it  to  tthia  House  to  judge 
what  credit  oughtto  be  given  to  a  man  who 
in  some  sense  owns  his  Delns  accessory  to 
the  murder  himself.  As  to  Mr.  Dun,  the 
other  evidence  that  spoke  the  fullest  to 
this  pomt,  the  House  has  already  heard 
too  much  of  his  character,  from  gentlemen 
of  unquestioned  probity  and  honour,  for 
me  to  make  any  remarks  upon  what  he 
has  advanced.  It  is  troe,  there  is  one 
evid»ice  of  an  undoubted  character  (I 
mean  captain  Lin),  who  seems  to  make  it 
suspected  that  the  L<joni  Provost  had  in- 
fomaation  given  him  of  the  riot's  behiie  to 
happen  on  the  Wednesday :  but.  Sir,  aooa 
it  4>P0V  ^7  .^^^^  ^gentleman's  evidence, 
that,  if.  he  did  believe  it  himself,  he  ao 
quainted  the  Provost  or  any  of  the  town* 
council  of  his  grounds  of  belief  ?  he  says 
he  came  and  acquainted  the  Lord  Phyvost 
that  such  a  report  waa  current;  the  Lord 
Plrovost.  asked  nim,  if  he  believed  such  an 
attemptwould  be  made?  of  whom  he  had 
heard  tlie  report  ?  and  if  it  met  with  any 
credit  among  the  men  of  aense  he  con«> 
versed  with  ?  his  answers  to  these  quea- 
tions  were,  that  if  such  an  attempt  iraa 
made,  he  did  not  believe  it  would  be  bo- 
fore  the  dsy  fixed  for  the  execution  of 
Porteous;  and  that  the  KP«t  was  spread 
only  among  women  and  cnildren,  ami  en>> 
tertained  by  fools.  And,  Sir,  he  gave  a 
vtfy  good  reason  before  this  Hisose,  why 
he  did  not  believe  it ;  which  was,  that  hie 
judged  it  hn^Nracticable  for  the  mob  to 
un&take  apd  to  succeed  in  any>  suda 
attempt.  I  must  further  obeerve,  with 
respect  to  the  Lord  Provost,  that  lie  was 
so  cautious  and  so  unwilling  to  let  slip 
any  opportunity  of  receivmg  information 
io  this  affiur,  that  he  caused  caotain  Lin 
to  walk  into  the  room  iHnarettie  other 
gentlemen  fan  company  were,  and  to  re* 
peat  what  he  haa  said;  asking  at  the 
same  time  of  dieae  other  gentlemen 
(one  of  whom  is  a  worthy  member  of 
this  House)  if  they  had  heard  of  any 
such  report?  who  all  agreed  thatthey 
had  hettrd  nothing  of  it,  except  front 
persons  of  so  little  authority  and  credit, 
that  they  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to 
raise  any  alarm- about  it.  I  cannot  but 
•observe,  lUcewise,  that  the  captain's  own 
conduct  shewed  how  little  credit  he 
though  was  to  be  given  to  the  report^ 
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since  he  left  the  town  on  the  Friday  after- 
tioon,  and  did  not  return  till  the  Monday 
following,  which  was  the  day  before  the 
riot  happened*  But,  Sir,  to  pul  the  zeal 
and  care  of  the  Lord  ProTOst  beyond  the 
possibility  of  being  questioned;  he  did  not 
slight  this  information,  groundless  as  it 
seemed,  but  called  a  council,  where  it  was 
resolved  to  have  all  the  three  companies 
of  the  city  guard  upon  duty,  and  that  the 
officers  of  3i&  trained  bands'  should  be  in 
readiness  upon  the  Wednesday;  for  I 
must  again  observe,  Sir,  tliat  there  has  not 
the  least  circumstance  come  out  in  evi- 
dence to  prove  that  the  report  went  of  the 
riot  being  to  happen  upon  the  Tuesday, 
^e  day  on  which  it  actually  ha|>pened. 
The  objection,  Sir,  that  is  made  with  re- 
wped  to  the  city  guard  not  being  provided 
with  powder  or  shot,  if  we  consider  the 
evidence  upon  that  head,  can  never  afieet 
the  Lord  Provost  It  appears  that  the 
officer  who  commanded  the  guard  always 
applied  to  the  city  treasurer  when  his 
men  wanted  powder  and  shot,  who  gave 
an  order  to  the  storekeeper  for  what  am- 
munition was  required.  If  no  such  inti- 
mation. Sir,  was  made  to  the  Lord  Provost 
or  to  the  city  treasurer ;  if  the  captain, 
whose  business  it  was,  did  not  make  the 
usual  application  in  order  to  have  his-  men 
aupplied  with  ammunition,  I  hope  no  gen- 
tleman in  this  House  will  impute  it  to  the 
Iiord  Provost,  who  is  no  military  man,  and 
cannot  be  supposed  to  be  acquainted  with 
these  matters,  that  they  were^  not  sup- 
plied. In  short.  Sir,  I  cannot  see  the 
least  grounds  for  founding  the  present 
bill  upon  any  circumstance  of  the  Lord 
Provost's  behaviour  before  the  riot  hap- 
pened. It  appears  to  me,  Sir,  diat  he 
used  all  the  precautions  that  any  wise  man 
could  have  used  upon  such  an  occasion, 
and  that  he  committed  no  other  blunder 
in  conduct,  except  that  of  not  acting  con- 
trary to  the  advice  and  the  judgment  of 
evciy  man  about  him,  who^  were  all  of 
<ipinion,  that  if  there  was  any  foundation 
for  the  report  of  a  riot's  beine  to  happen 
before  the  Wednesday,  whidi  was  the 
:day  appointed  by  the  judges  of  Porteous 
Tor  his  execution,  that  to  make  any  ap- 
pearance of  providing  aeainst  the  riot 
before  the  said  day,  was  the  readiest  way 
to  occasion  a  riot.  And  allow  me,  Sir,  to 
say,  the  thing  speaks  for  itself;  the  rebels 
\ifSL  ho  certainty  of  any  reprieve  having 
come  to  the  unfortunate  person ;  so  that  i^ 
was  fairhr  to  be  presume^]^  they  would  wait 
to  see  if  they  could  obtam  m  the  coune  of 


law  what  they  otherwise  were  resolved  to 
obtain  by  violence. 

As  to  the  Lord  Provost's  behaviour  dur- 
ing the  melancholy  time  when  that  bar* 
barous  riot  happened,  I  think,  Sir,  it  has 
been  admitted  by  the  learned  gentlemen 
who  spoke  for  the  commitment  of  this 
bill,  tnat  he  had  used  several  eftbrts  to 
qudl  it,  but  might  have  used  more  and 
stronger ;  it  has  likewise  been  said,  Sir, 
that  he  neglected  the  proper  means  of 
suppressjnff  It.  How  he  could  have  used 
stronger  enbrts  than  he  did  use,  is,  Sir, 
what  1  cannot  easily  apprehend.  Has  it 
not  appeared  from  the  evidence  given  at 
the  bar  of  this  House,  that  he  no  sooner 
was  informed  of  the  appearance  of  a  dis- 
order, than  he  dispatched  away  the  cap- 
tain of  the  city  guard  in  order  that  he 
might  draw  out  his  men,  that  he  ( tlie  Lord 
Provost)  might  put  himself  at  theur  head 
and  march  against  the  rebels  >  Ila.«t  it  nor 
appeared.  Sir,  that  he  was  as  good  as  his 
word,  that  he  followed  the  captain  with  as 
much,  nay  more  expedition  than  could 
have  beei^  expected  from  his  age  and  in- 
firmities ?  He  met  the  captain  returning 
from  the  guard-house,  from  whence  the 
violence  of  the  rioters  had  forced  him. 
The  hopes  of  suppressing  them  by  means 
of  tlie  guard  having  faUed,  the  most  na* 
turalaiklthe  most  probable  method  was 
to  apply  for  assistance  from  the  king'ii 
troops.  This  dangerous  commission  was 
readily  accepted  ot  by  an  honourable  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  who  executed  it  witli 
great  difficulty  and  hazard.  It  has  been 
objected,  Sir,  that  no  letter  was  written 
requiring  general  Moyle  to  march  his 
troops  into  the  city,  and  that  without  such 
a  letter  there  was  no  reason  to  expect 
that  he  would  come  to  the  assistance  of 
the  magistrates  ;  but.  Sir,  it  appears  there 
W98  not  time  even  to  write  a  letter,  though 
it  had  been  as  short  as  was  proposed  by  a 
learned  gentleman;  and  the  honouraible 
gentleman  who  was  dispatched  from  the 
street  (for  I  must  observe  that  he  went 
from  the  street,  not  tlie  tavern)  has  de- 
clared in  evidence,  that  though  such  a 
letter  had  been  written  he  would  not  have 
carried  it,  because  if  he  had  been  seized 
upon  by  the  rioters,  and  if  such  a  letter 
had  been  found  about  him,  there  was  no 
room  to  doubt  but  that  they  would  have 
treated  htm  with  as  little  ceremony  as  they 
afterwards  shewed  to  Porteoos. 

In  the  mean  time,  Sir,  it  seems,  the 
violence  of  the  mob  rose  to  such  a  height, 
that  there  was  a  necessity  for  the  m.agis« 
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mkei  to  tikt  Mme  other  Heatures  for  the 
comoioa  Bdety.  It  was  proposed  tlmt  the 
aiam  bdl'should  be  mngy  in  order  to 
briog  the  cttisens  to  the  reUef  of  their  ma- 
gutrttes:  but  saeh,  Sic,  was  the  foresight 
rf  the  rsbels,  that  ihfey  had  seised  the 
tsNcr  is  which  this  bdl  hong,  so  that 
there  was  no  possibility  of  getting  at  it. 
It  ms  then  proposed.  Sir,  to  send  the 
proper  cffioer  to  raise  the  captains  and 
heads  of  the  trained  bands;  but  this  ex- 
pcdient  fiuled  likewise ;  you  hare  heard 
hfwhatsMaBsit  did  &il,  and  that  neither 
the  Lord  IVof  ost,  nor  any  othet  magi»* 
tnte,  WIS  to  blame. 

Hie  Lord  Prowost,  tl|at  nothing  on  his 
pirt  might  be  omitted,  likewise  made 
asother  atteanit,  in  person,  to  suppress 
the  rioten.  And  it  was.  Sir,  an  attempt 
10  htardous,  that  there  are  very  few  civil 
meiitntei  but  would  have  thought  they 
had  done  their  duties  veryweU,  though  they 
hal  DOt  gone  so  far.  The  numbers  that 
eocompamed  the  Lord  Provost,  Sir,  were 
miidi  dispropdrtioned  to  that  of  the  rebels ; 
the  rebels  were  armed,  those  with  the 
Lord  Provost  without  arms ;  yet  all  this 
did  not  hinder  the  Lord  Provost  from 
adnmciDg  against  them,  till  several  of  his 
company  were  woamded  with  stones,  till 
erea  fiie^urms  were  levelled  at  them,  and 
dll  the  bimvest  aiid  boldest  in  the  comp»- 
oj  thought  it  prudent  to  retreat,  because 
tohavedone  otherwise  would  have  been 
&rthe  magistrates  to  have  exposed  both 
their  penods  and  authority  to  the  insults 
<^  a  bsrbaious  and  an  enraoed  multitude. 
The  Lord  Provost  at  last.  Sir,  did  retreat, 
ad  the  rebels  jpcrpetrated  their  bloody  ro- 
wlationB.  Now,  air,  if  we  take  a  view  of 
the  Provost's  whole  conduct  upon'  this 
melancholy  occasion,  I  would  gladly  know 
^«xf  gentleman,  who  has  heard  the  ex- 
ttninatioDs  of  the  evidence,  if  it  appears 
tiut  the  Lord  Provost  omitted  anY  one 
tttaaiie  Aat  was  proposed  to  him  tat  the 
^meinon  of  this  unhappv  rioL 

Aa  to  his  behaviour,  after  the  riot  was 
fvtr,  Sir,  I  haive  heard  of  only  one  posi- 
^  drcumstaace  that  has  been  advanced 
^iiaat  it,  which  is,  the  not  imprisoning 
^  nsA  who  was  seiaed  in  theOrass- 
ttvhet  the  next  day.  But  how,  ^,  can 
^  eircmnstance  afiect  the  Lord  Pro- 
^  who  appeals  never  once  to  have 
•n  ortohave  heard  6f  that  nhao,  till  he 
^dianifnd?  And,  indeed,  I  think  the 
gentlenen  who  seized  that  mao,  had  they 
piHeoded  to,,  liave  put  him .  in  prison, 
vouU  hm  bU  Sa  to*  have  reneweil  the 
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as  you  have  heard,  the 
rebela  were  yet  i^Mm  the  spot  in  great 
nlunbm,  and  with  a  shew  of  resolution ; 
this.  Sir,  the  rioter  who  was  seized  seen» 
to  have  been  well  aware  of;  otherwise  it 
can-never  be  supposed  he  would  have  been 
so  mad  as  to  remain  upon  the  very  spot  of 
execution,  and  to«ilow  himself  tamely  to 
be  seized. 

The  hononrable  gentleman.  Sir,  a  wor- 
thy meml>er  of  this  I  louse,  who  is  my  col- 
lea^:ae  in  the  post  I  have  the  honour  to 
fill  m  that  country,  is  a  person  whose  zeal 
for  his  Majesty's  service  can  be  as  little 
questioned  as  his  abilities,  which  I  am  sure 
are  very  great ;  that  honourable  aentleman. 
Sir,  I  say,  can  witness  how  in&fktigable, 
how  zealous,  nay,  I  may  say,  how  keen  the 
Lord  Provost,  was  in  promoting  whatever 
could  contribute  to  discovering  the  con- 
spirators, so  that  if  they  were  na  disco- 
vered, it  was  not  owing  to  him  but  to 
us ;  and  if  this  House-is  resolved  to  pass 
tho  present  Bill  into  a  law,  on  account  %i£ 
any  neglect  that  hi^ppened  upon  thai  eo- 
•casion,  it  is  but  just  that  ^oa  should 
strike  his  name  out  of  the  Bdl,  and  dap 
in  the  names  of  a  couple  ef  your  own 
menbers. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  given  ray  opinion 
with  respect  to  the  inmifficiency  of  the 
evidence  for  passing  the  present  Bill  into 
a  law,  and  I  nave  done  it  in  the  sinee- 
ritv  of  heart ;  for  what  motive.  Sir,  can 
I  have  in  what  I  have  ^oken,  but  the 
discharge  of  my  duty  as  a  member  of 
this  House  ?  It  is  more  than  probable^ 
Shr,  that  I  shall  never  trouble  you  ania 
with  my  sentiments  upon  this  or  any  other 
subject,  but  my  conscience  woiikl  ev^r 
afierwards  have  accused  me,  if  I  had  quit- 
tad  my  seat  here,  before  I  had  given  mv  rea- 
sons why  I  think  the  present  Bill  snould 
not  be  committed. 

General  Wade  spoke  to  this  eftct: 

I  am  very  sorry.  Sir,  that  I  ahopld  di& 
fer  from  my  honourable  and  learned 
friend  who  spoke  last;  I  think  it  is  the 
first  time  I  ever  had  occasion  to  do  so,  and 
I  hope  it  shall  be  the  last  I  was  not  in 
Scotland,  Sir,  when  the  murder  d  captain 
Porteoos  happened;  but  when  I  went 
down  to  that  country,  I  found  my  ho- 
nourable and  learned,  friend,  and  his 
colleague,  who  is  likewise  an  honourable 
member  of  this  House,  employed  in  takmg 
examinations  and  using  piroper  means  for 
detecting  the  inhuman  acton  of  it;  and 
indeed  i  sbouM  ba  4ilyiM  m  Aoa  beih,  if 
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I  did  not  own  that  t^y  showed  as  hearty 
a  zeal  in  their  proceediogSy  as  the  best 
friend  to  his  Majesty  and  the  present  go- 
vernment could  have  wished  for.  But  I 
hope  both  these  honouraUe  and  learned 
gentlemen  will«  forsive  me,  if  I  mention 
one  circumstance,  which,  though  very  pro- 
bfi^ly  it  has  escaped  the  memory  of  my 
worthy  friend,  yet  it  is  of  great  weight 
with  me,  and  leaves  me  ho  room  to.doubt 
that  the  amspirators  had  originally  formed 
the  design  of  murdering  captain  ForteoMS 
upon  the  Tuesday ;  that  tnis  design  was 
openly  talked  of;  and  that  the  citizens  and 
inhabitants  of  Edinburgh  were  the  actual 
authors  of  the  murder.  My  authority  for 
thjs,  Sir,  is  the  more  unc|uestionable,  as  it 
is  founded  on  an  authentic  copy  of  an  ex- 
amination upon  oath  enclose^  within  a  let^ 
ter  to  me^  which  I  have  now  in  my  hand. 
The  letter  was  sent,  and  the  examination 
taken  by  one  of  the  honourable  and 
learned  gentlemen  I  have  already  men- 
tioned. The  deponent.  Sir,  was  servant 
to  one  Coltin  Alison,  Wright,  in  Edin- 
burgh, and  makes  oath,  that  on  the  Thurs- 
day or  Friday,  before  Uie  6th  of  Septem- 
ber last,  one      ■  came  mto  his 


ter's  shop,  where  and  while  he  was  at  work, 
andinformed  both  him  andhisfellow  servant, 
that  Tuesday  next  was  the  day  appointed 
for  revenging  innocent  blood,  and  that  he ' 
hoped  they,  the  deponent  and  his  said  fel- 
low servant,  would  not  fail  to  attend,  and 
assist  those  who  were  to  han^  the  bloody 
murderer  Porteous,  bv  ten  of  the  clock  at 
night,  upon  the  signal  ^ven,  which  was  to 
be,  a  nm  of  a  drum.  This,  Sir,  I  believe, 
will  convince  everv  ^ntleman  here,  that 
th^  design  of  murdering  Porteous  was  no 
such  mighty  secret,  as  the  gentlemen 
counsel  aeainst  the  Bill,  and  my  honour- 
able and  learned  friend,  seem,  to  believe. 
And  indeed.  Sir,  if  we  take  a  view  of  the 
whole  proceeding  in  that  barbarous  mur- 
der, we  find  nothing  in  it  that  looks  like 
the  precipitate  measures  of  a  giddy  mob  i 
no,  they  went  coolly  and  regularly  to 
wcyrk,  and  for  my  share,  I  never  was  wit- 
ness to,  or  ever  heard  of  any  military  dis- 
position better  laid  down,  or  more  reso- 
lutely executed,  than  their  murderous  plan 
waa.  Can  we  imagine.  Sir,  that  the  con- 
aultations  of  so  numerous  a  mob  could  be 
a  profound  secret  to  all  the  citizens  of 
Edinburgh?  Or  can  we  imagine  that  these 
consultations  were  held  only  by  people  in 
the  country,  who  live  at  a  distance  from 
Mch  other  ? 
ABmyumt  hm  bean  mentioned  with 


respect  to  the  orders  that  Mr.  Movie  bad 
of  me,  it  is  natural  to  think  that  I  should 
take  some  notice  of  the  part  which  that 
gentleman  acted,  and  the  authorihr  upon 
which  he  did  act.  That  I  may  do  this 
more  distinctly,  I  think  it  will  not  be  amiss 
if  I  tell  a  storv  (though  I  own  I  am  a  very 
bad  story  teller)  which  happened  within 
my  own  knowledge,  and  while  I  served 
in  Spain:  A  captain  of  an  English  man 
of  war,  whose  snip  was  stationed  in  the 
bay  of  Lisbon,  happened  to  receive  un* 
doubted  advice  that  the  Toulon  and  M^- 
terranean  squadrons  were  to  join,  in  which 
case  the  enemy  would  have  taken  Barce" 
lona,  and  the  interest  of  king  Charles  in 
Spain  would  have  been  ruined.  The 
captain,  without  any  warrant,  set  sail,  and 
made  such  expedition,  that  he  came  up  to 
sir  George  Rook,  who  was  our  admiiai  at 
that  time  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  dis- 
covered the  design  of  the  enemy.  Sir 
Geoi^e  was  immediately  sensible  of  the 
importance  of  the  advice  and  the  success- 
ful expedition  of  the  captain.  You  hays 
done  a  very  important  piece  of  service,  Sir, 
said  sir  George  to  the  captain ;  you  have 
saved  the  crown  of  Spain  and  the  honour  of 
yout  country  by  your  diligence;  but  do  not 
you  know  that  you  are  this  instant  liable 
to  be  shot  to  death,  for  disobeying  orders^ 
by  leaving  your  station  1  Take  my  advice^ 
Sir,  oontinued  he,  and  come  wnat  will, 
another  time,  keep  yourself  dose  by  your 
orders,  and  tiien  you  are  safe. 

Gentlemen  can  easily  make  the  apjplica* 
tion  of  this  story  to  the  case  ot  Mr. 
Moyle,  He  might  indeed  have  prevented 
the  rioty  had  he,  upon  the  hime  warrant  ht 
had  to  take  such  a  step,  broke  down,  or 
(as  he  owned  upon  examination  he  would 
have  done)  blown  up  with  powd^  the 
city  gate ;  out  then  he  must  have  risqued 
his  own  life,  even  though  he  had  suc- 
ceeded. The  aversion  of  the  people  of 
that  country.  Sir,  to  the  gentlemen  of  the 
army  is  very  sreat,  and  Mr.  -Moyle  un- 
doubtedly acted  the  wisest  part,  for  thertf 
is  no  room  to  suppose  he  would  have  m^ 
with  much  &vour  from  the  witnesses,  had 
his  conduct  been  brought  to  a  trial  in  a 
civil  court*.  I  am  therefore  of  opinion 
that  we  shall  do  very  well  if  we  make  an 
example  of  the  city  m  Edinburgh,  for  ihs 
part  her  citizens  acted  in  this  inhuman 
afiair,  and  I  am  apprehensive  of  no  conse- 
quences arising  from  our  lasolution,  bu( 
what  are  good. 

Mr.  Shigpen spoke  aji foUowi: 
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Sir;  Whit  was  adranced  bj  the  two 
hoD.  aod  learned  (^entlenieny  who  spoke 
first  in  kfoar  of  this  Bill,  has  .absolutely 
detennmed  me  to  oppose  it,  and  all  Bills 
of  this  Dtture.  Indeed,  I  never  was  a 
friend  to  tbeniy  but  I  never  saw  so  clearly 
mto  the  bad  consequences  of  their  passing 
into  laws.  The  arsuments  that  have  been 
made  use  of  by  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentlemen  who  opened  the  debate,  in  my 
opinion,  may  equally  afiect  any  person  be 
he  erer  so  innocent,  if  he  is  obnoxious  to 
the  ministiy.  It  is  true^  a  Bill  pretty 
much  of  the  same  nature  was  brought  in 
dimne  the  rei^  of  King  William  against 
sir  J<«D  Fenwick ;  but  ^he  measures  that 
gestienaan  and  his  friends  took  to  screen 
them  from  justice,  were  such  as  left  it  im- 
possible to  bring  any  positive  proof  to 
condemn  him,  any  other  way  than  by  a 
Bill  fx  foajhcto.  And  the  parliament 
V2S  at  tnat  tune  so  sensible  of  this  truth, 
and  the  unanswerable  objections  that 
might  be  brought  against  a  Bill  ex  post 
fadOj  that  when  the  counsel  for  sir  John 
appeared  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  they 
irere  ordered,  from  the  chair,  to  proceed 
directly  open  the  facts  as  laid  down  in 
the  Bnl,  and  not  to  argue  against  the  Bill 
as  beii^  ex  post  Jacto^  the  House  having 
come  to  a  previous  resolution  not  to 
admit  of  any  debate  upon  that  point.  But, 
Sir,  as  we  have  come  to  no  such  resolution, 
we  are  to  be  determined  by  the  evidence 
that  has  been  laid  before  us,  and  not  by 
the  secret  views  of  any  minister,  or  the 
ttnreasonable  prejudices  of  any  party. 

Were  I  to  be  asked.  Sir,  by  wlutt  ex- 
traordinary means  it  has  happened  that 
this  s^on  of  parlisunent  is  protracted  to 
so  extraordinary  a  length,  and  upon  so 
extraordmaiy an  afikir;  as  I  am  not  in  the 
tecret,  I  own.  Sir,  I  should  be  at  a  loss 
what  to  answer. 

Should  I  be  believed.  Sir,  if  I  should 
aytluitwe  wereemployed  in  incapacitating 
an  old  man  (I  thint:  somebody  called  him 
an  old  woman),  who  I  believe  will  think 
this  part  of  his  punishment  rather  a  ftrour 
than  a  pumshment,  and  who,  by  the  cha- 
ncter  I  have  of  him^  was  never  designed 
by  nature  for  overthrowing  governments ; 
and  in  punishing  him  in  his  natural  ^>p&- 
citj  for  what  he  acted  in  his  civil  ?  Tnat 
^e  were  all  this  time  employed  in  depriv- 
ing the  citizens  of  £dhibui^,  who  did 
^ir  otmoet  to  quell  the  riot  in  question, 
of  their  eufldrds  and  gi^  ?  This  answer, 
Bb*,  womd  annear  so  ridiculous,  that  i  am 
Ihid  I  «lioiM4>e  obliged  to  awl  the  p^* 


son  who  asked  me  to  certain  eentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  die  chair,  7 1  did  not 
mean  you.  Sir,  bowmff  to  shr  Robert  Wal- 
pole  j  for  further  satisfaction. 

We  were  told  not  long  ago,  Shr,  that 
we  must  have  a  preventive  Bill :  what 
name  the  present  Bill  oueht  to  go  by,  ia 
what,  indeed,  I  am  at  a  Toss  to  conceive. 
It  is  plainly  calculated,  not  to  prevent 
future  evils,  but  to  punish  past  accidents, 
which  it  was  impossible  for  the  persons 
who  are  the  subjects  of  the  Bill  to  prevent. 
But  to  me,  Sir,  the  plain  and  natural  ten- 
dency of  the  Bill  is,  to  turn  the  metropo- 
lis of  a  once  independent  kingdom  in^  a 
military  garrison.  And,  Sir,  it  has  always 
been  my  opinion,  that  the  execution  of 
die  laws,  by  a  military  force,  is  the  surest 
system  of  a  distressed  administration;  and 
a  consumptive  consUtudon.* 

Mr.  Charles  Areskine  spoke  to  the  pur- 
port following : 

Sir;  What  the  honourable  gendeman, 
who  spoke  last  except  one,  has  mentioned 
with  respect  to  the  extract  of  an  exami- 
nation taken  by  me  and  communicated  to 
hir^  is  certainly  fact ;  but  I  must  beg ' 
leave  to  say  it  appeared,  that  the  person 
who  was  so  mad  as  to  make  that  informa- 
don,  was  no  inhabitant  of  the  city  of 
Edinburgh ;  and  that  it  does  not  appear 
that  informadon  of  it  was  given  to  any  one. 
of  the  magistrates,  or  members  of  the 
council,  nay,  or  to  any  connderable  per-  . 
son  in  the  place ;  so  that  no  farther  use 
can  be  made  of  the  curcumstance  produced 
by  the  honourable  gentleman,  but  that 
there  was  a  design  formed  by  people  with- 
out the  city  to  execute  the  barbarous 
murder ;  for  a  single  instance.  Sir,  never 
can  be  a  proof,  that  the  design  of  murder- 
mg  Porteous  on  the  Tuesday,  was  openly 
talked  of  in  the*  city  of  Edmburgh;  ana 
unless  tliat  is  proveo,  nothing  is  proved. 
It  was  never  disputed  but  that  there  was  a 
general  report,  that  the  mob  designed  to 
murder  Porteous ;  but  the  quesdon  is,  if 
that  report  fi^ed  it  for  the  Tuesday,  or  if 
the  Provost,  or  any  of  the  magistrates  or 
citizens  had  any  reason,  from  the  informs* 
don  given  to  them,  to  make  any  greater 
preparation  to  prevent  it  than  they  ac-*^ 
tuaUy  did. 

I  cannot  but  observe.  Sir,  with  respect 
to  the  terms  in  which  the  present  BUI  is 
conceived,  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  a 
-  ^1         ■  ■    I    ■  I     ■'■  I       ,    ,    ■  ■  ■       til 

*  The  ffrester  part  of  this  important  Debatr 
is  omitted  by  Chaatdlqr. 
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secretary  of  state  to  make  th«  cenrare  in-, 
flicted  upon  the  Lord  Provost  very  heavy. 
It  was  insiiiuated^  Sir,  at  the  bar  of  tlus 
House,  Uiat  the  imprisonment  of  the  Lord 
Provost  would  be  but  a  state  imprison- 
ment ;  and  how  easy  and  gentle  that  is 
(said  the  gentleman)  the  late  example  of 
Kelly  is  an  instance.  I  am  far  from  su8« 
pectmg  that  any  of  our  secretaries  of  state 
would  make  a  bad  use  of  his  power ;  but  it 
is  plain,  that  by  this  Bill,  he  may  if  he  will. 
The  Billy  Sir,  bears,  that  th^  Lord  Provost 
18  to  be  imprisoned  in  any  place  of  his 
Majesty's  dominions  in  Great  Britain  for 
9  year.  The  Orkney  islands,  Shetland, 
Guernsey,  Jersey,  are  all  in  the  dominions 
of  Qreut  Britain ;  and  how  uncomfortable 
would  a  banishment  to  any  of  these  places 
be  to  a  man  of  the  Lord  Provost's  age 
and  manner  of  life !  There  is  a  noted  in- 
stance. Sir,  of  what  I  have  how  mentioned, 
in  the  English  history,  in  King  Charles  I's 
time:  three  gentlemen  of  the  difierent 
professions  of  Uie  law,  divinity,  and  physic, 
were  sentenced  by  the  Star  Chamber  to 
suffer  a  year's  imprisonment,  but  before 
the  year  was  expired,  an  order  came  from 
the  secretary  of  state  to  confine  the^ne 
to  Jersey,  the  other  to  Guernsey,  and  the 
third  to  Scilly.  This  unseasonable  seve- 
rity. Sir,  exasperated  the  minds  of  the 
people  so  mucn,  that,  if  we  may  believe 
the  nistorians  of  that  time,  nothing  con- 
iributed  more  to  the  universal  odium 
which  the  nation  entertained  afterwards 
against  the  King's  measures.  No  nation, 
Siir,  ever  was  more  jealous  of  their  liber- 
ties than  the  Scots  always  have  been,  or 
UHMre  susceptible  of  prejudices  against  their 
governors,  whenever  they  think  themselves 
oppressed;  and  as  they,  especially  the 
citizens  of  Edinburgh,  have  still  behaved 
dutifully  to  the  present  government,  under 
which  thev  have  Jiitherto  enjoyed  their 
liberties,  I  think  no  gentleman,  who  is  a 
Iriend  to  our  present  happy  constitution, 
will  be  for  the  commitment  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Skinner  laid : 

Sir ;  I  do  no(  think  iny  bare  vote  for 
the  commitment  of  this  Bill  is  enough  to 
acquit  me  of  my  duty  to  his  Majesty  and 
my  country,  without  my  expressing,  in  a 
more  particular  manner,  my  abhorrence 
of  the  detestable  action  whidn  gave  rise  to 
the  Bill,  and.givbg  the  reaaona  why  I  am 
for  its  commitment. 

..  The  people.  Sir,  m  .all  aces^  and  all 
jwuntries,  have  been  o^  the  side  of  mevcy, 
and  it  has  been  fre^u^at^  seen  here,  m 


^land,  4hat  a  crimiaal  has  by  this  mer- 
I  inclination  of  the  pec^le  been  rescued 
from  the  just  severity  of  the  laws:  but  it 
was  never  seen,  when  the  mercy  of  the 
sovereign  was  extended  to  a  criminal, 
that  the  pei^e  frustrated  this  mercy,  by 
barbarously  dragging  him  before  the  tri* 
bunal  of  their  own  inhumanity,  and  em- 
brewing  their  hands  in  his  blood.    Thii, 
Sir,  is  an  action  of  so  black  a  dye,  diat  I 
think  a  brand  of  infamy  ought  to  be  affixed 
upon  those  who  heard  of  so  barbarous  a 
desigti^  and  yet  were  so  indolent  (to  call 
than  no  worse)  as  to  make  no  prepara- 
tions to  prevent  it ;  and  upon  the  cttizem 
who,  while  it  was  perpetrating,  had  nei* 
ther  inclination  nor  courage  to  prevent 
it ;  and  when  it  was  over,  were  so  fiutht 
fill  to  rebellion  and  murder,  as  to  con* 
ceal  the  authors  of  it.    We  have  heard 
a  great  deal.   Sir,  from  the  gentiemea 
counsel  against  the  Bill,  about  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  royal  burshs  in  Scotland; 
but  this  was  not  much  insisted  upon  by 
the  honourable  and  learned  member  who 
q>oke  first  against   the'  Bill,  who  wdl 
knows  that  when  a  tumult  happened  in  the 
city  of  Glasgow,  another  A  their  royal 
burghs,  that  the  magistrates  there  were 
brought  into  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  Sad 
this  House  passed  a  Bill  amerciating  the 
citizens  of  Glasgow  in  a  sum  of  5^000/. 
towards  damages  sustained  by  an  honoursk 
ble  member  of  this  House,  by  their  im* 
dutiful  behaviour  in  that  tumult.    Gen* 
tlemen.  Sir,  have  been  pleased  to  mention 
the  case  of  Burton,  Pryn,  and  Bastwick, 
in  King  Charles  I's  time.    They  might 
have  a&ed,  that  when,  by  means  of  the 
parliament,  these  three  gentlemen  were 
recalled  from  their  banishment,  they  were 
met  several  miles  out  of  town.  Upon  their 
return  to  London,  by  the  citizens,  whe 
attended  them  through  the  city  in  triumph, 
and  Vith  tbei  greatest  demonstrations  of 
joy :  but  if  any  such  trium{^  and  honours 
are  designed  by  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh 
for  their  Lord  Provost,  I  hope  they  shall 
have  no  opportunity  of  payinj^  them  tiH 
twelve  months  after  the  passing  of  this 
Bill  into  a  law,  for  which  I  hevtily  give 
my  vote* 

Lord  Comburt/  spoke  thus : 

Sir';  I  have  as  great  a  detestation  aF 
the  authors  of  the  inhuman  nordar  which 
gives  rise  to  the  present  Bill,  as  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentlenian  who  spoke  last,  or 
as  any  gentleman  in  this  Houab,-  and  am 
equally  find  .of  having  an  a^iteiily 
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Md^  to  OKpiclli  lllf  ftbbirteiioe  both  fif 
the  prisdpleB  «Im1  panons  ^f  Ihe  murderw 
en.  Bitf,  I  bdieve,  everjr  genllediftn  will 
allov,  th«(  tlMy  are  nol  the  vulqectB  of  the 
Bill  mv  before  u^  and  coQaeauently  oiigbt  • 
not  lo-be  the  subject  of  the' dehatfi  fori 
bdinre  efery  toe  will  f ery  readily  agroe 
totheiefcrest  thingB thai  can  beiaidof 
(heia^  became' the  tadrt  aerere,  the  more 
just  IJiere  Is  none  who  dis|>utet  that 
tfaeie  tmi  a  inost  oatn^^eoos  msult  cdm- 
Dutted  against  kmnanitj,  against  mer^ 
CT,  and  agaimt  majesty,  in  the  murder  of 
f  ortemB :  but  what  is  kmnediately  under 
oar oooaideration^  is.  Whether  ornot  the 
Lord  FhmNit  and  eilJKens  of  Edinburgh 
were  pkikf  ni  treadiery,  indolence,  or 
eovantioe  m  not  taking  proper  measures 
(0  pfc?rnt  the  maider  afUr  it  was  concert- 
ed, to  suppress  it  before  it  was  executed, 
to  discover  the  murderers  when  it  was 
over.  These  are  points,  Sir,  of  which  we 
«e  to  jadj^ ;  not  oy  Uie  mediums  of  our 
oini  paaaions,  and  private  resentments, 
wfaicfa  perhaps  are  much  influenced  and 
quickeaed  by  the  horror  that  evenr  ho- 
nest miad  entertains  against  the  murderers 
of  Porteous,  bat  by.  the  course  ;of  evidence 
that  has  been  laid  before  this  Hoiise. 
And  however  daneerpus  to  government 
the  impunity  of  the  murderers  may  be, 
however  provddog  their  insolence,  and 
however  a^ravaiing  the  circumatancea  of 
the  murder  were,  yet  if  it  appears  by  the 
cndeace  laid  before  as,  that  the  Provost 
iod  cttizeDs  of  Edmbunph  are  not  guilty 
iDtenm  of  the  present  &II9  we  can  never 
with  JQBttce  agree  to  its  passing  into  a 
law. 

All  the  evidence,  Sir^  has  been  very 
y  J  eiamined  by  both  parties,  and  no 
circumstance  ciuny  weight,  I  believe,  has 
been  omitted  to  give  us  a  dear  view  of 
what  passed  at  that  unhappy  juncture 
^ioh  Qcoaiioned  the  present  Bifl.  As  I 
thiok,  Sr,  on  the  one  hand,  it  is  of  the 
gmtest  consequence  to  government,  that 
^  &cts  aUedged  in  the  Bill,  if  proved, 
*hotdd  be  exen^>larily  punished,  so  on  the 
^dierhand.  Sir,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  it  is 
of  the  gmateat  consequence  to  our  consti- 
tttioo,  not  to  bring  in  bUb  of  this  nature, 
hut  m  cases  which  cinnoC  coma  under  the 
^(^niaanoe  of  any  inferior  court  And 
>hia  House,  Sir,  has  always  shewed  great 
vdactanoe  to  prooeed'againat  any  by  bUk 
•[this  kmd,  if  there  wias  a  poa^bility  that 
«edelinqoeDtcouhlbeeontiol6d  by  any 
^w  method  of  proceoding.  And  will 
"ttAMges^  Si^  be  at  ^tom^aoikedre 


whist  the  htfttOHs  diroumstanoairwere,wiih 
which  the  crioM  of  the  Lord  IVovoat 
was  attended,  so  as  to  make  it  impossflUa 
for  a  parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  pio> 
ceed  against  hikn  m  any  otherway  than  by 
a  bill  expottJaUOf  and  Chat  too,  in  a  reien 
wherein  lenity  had  been  long  the  fiivoarite 
and  the  succi»Bftil  art  of  gmnemment  ? 

If  posterity.  Sir,  shall  finther  examfatt 
infio  the  grounds  of  the  present  Bill,  ml 
find  that  not  one  point  of  it  .wM  proved^ 
either  against  the  Lord  Pr^ost,  or  ms^s** 
trales  of  Edinbuieh;  if  it  shaU  be  found 
that  thev  were  so  nur  from-  being  gufl^  in 
terms  of  the  Bill,  that  they  in  some  aiiqn^ 
sure  deserved'  the  approbation  of  the  legis- 
lature for  the  courage,  aeal,  and  activi^ 
they  shewed,  both  in  endeavouring  to  pret* 
vent  the  murder,  and  in' bringing  diemaD> 
deren  to  justice,  will  not  they  be  jet  more 
at  a  loss  to  account  for  a  proceeding  so  ar^ 
bitrary  ?  A  proceeding.  Sir,  whidi  mai* 
be  made  a  precedent,  whereby  a  future 
corrupt  ministry  may  remove  any  mai^ 
who  by  an  unfashionable  virtue  or  inno^ 
cence  may  give  them  uneasiness.  And  I 
am  persuaded  that  every  godtleman  in  thife 
House,  if  he  rightly  considen,  will  rather 
chuse  that  the  Lord  Provost  should  escape^ 
even  though  it  i^peared  that  he  did  not 
act  with  the  same  spirit  and  adhrity  whicli 
a  younger  man  would  have  exevtai  upon 
the  same  occasion ;  I  say  he  witt  diusa 
that  Uie  Lord  Provost  dbould  escape  our 
censure,  mther  than  that,  by  giving  hia 
vote  for  the  present  Bill,  he  should  leave 
a  legacy  which  may  prove  so  ihtal  to  hia 
ohilaoen. 

It  has  been  said,  Sir,  that  power  and  au- 
thority lure  two  different  thmgs ;  bat  thia- 
never  can  be,  if  power  is  attended  widi 
justice.  Power,  mien  founded  on  kntice^ 
Sir,  is  authority,  but  when  exerted  whhf- 
out  justice,  tyranny.  I  have  giv0ki  all  the 
attention  of  whica  I  was  capable  to  the 
evidence  that  has  been -laid  before  this 
House,  and  I  will  be  bold  to  say,  froni 
what  appears  to  me,  that  if  the  present  Bill 
passes  into  a  law,  it  may  be  an  aot  of 
power,  but  it  never  can  be  an  act  of  ai»* 
thority.  Has  it  been  proved.  Sir,  that  the 
Lord  Provost  received  inibrmation  when 
the  riot  under  our  consideration  was  to 
hifipeB,  and  that  he  neglected  the  nece»* 
sary  precautions  to  prevent  itf  Has  k 
not  been  phtinly  proved  by  the  evidence^ 
both  for  and  against  the  Bill,  that  he  madb 
the  same  disfMWitioiis  to  prevent  it,  upon 
the  Wednesday,  the  day  on  which,  by  hit 
information,  It  was  to  happen,  a«  he  bed 
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made  on  thed«r  of  Wibon  thesmuggler^t 
execution  ?-  Vm  any  thing  come  oat  in 
evidence,  Sir,  which  can  make  us  suspect 
that  the  Lord  Provost  had  anj  reason  to 
believe  that  the  riot  would  be  upon  the 
Tuesday  ?  And  has  it  not  appeared,  that 
it  was  not  believed  by  any  man  of  sense  in 
that  city,  that  the  rebels  would. ever  have 
attempted,  even  uoon  the  Wednesday,  to 
execute  a  design  tnat  was  judged  so  im- 

Sracticable?  Does  it  appear.  Sir,  that 
uring  that  baibarous  riot,  the  Lord  Fro- 
vest  refused  to  eo  into  any  one  measure 
that  ^Hras  proposed  for  the  common  safety, 
«r  to  venture  as  far  as  the  most  zealous, 
and  the  most  interested  there  ?  In  my 
opinion.  Sir,  though  he  had  not  exposed 
the  dignity  of  a  inagistrate  to  the  insult  ^ 
an  enraged  mob,  by  venturing  so  far  in 
person  as  he  did,  he  had  been  very  excu- 
sable. During  die  riot.  Sir,  we  mid  him 
not  only  very  active  in  his  own  person, 
but  using  aU  the  means  that  could  be  sug- 
gested, either  by  prudence  or  zeal,  to  dis- 
cover the  authors  of  it,  by  sending  out 
proper  persons,  who  were  to  mingle  with 
the  rioters,  and  to  bring  him  an  account  if 
they  knew  any  of  dieir  faces ;  but  it  does 
not  appear.  Sir,  that  any  one  citizen  of 
Edinbun^h,  nor  so  much  as  any  one  inha^ 
bitant  or  that  city,  was  concerned  in  the 
riot ;  though,  if  diey  had,  they  could  not 
iiave  been  concealed,  since  all  the  evi- 
dences agree,  that  it  was  very  easy,  by 
means  of  the  lights  and  torches  whidb  the 
rioters  had  along  with  them,  to  discover 
any  fiice  there.  One  evidence.  Sir,  told 
us^  he  ventured  so  far,  by  order  (^  the 
Lord  Provost,  as  to  go  to  the  very  place 
where  the  murder  was  committed,  where 
he  heard  and  saw  every  thing  that  passed 
junong  the  rioters  till  it  was  over,  yet  not- 
withstanding the  strictest  observations  he 
c<^d  make,  he  could  not  say  that  there 
was  any  one  face  there  he  liad  ever  seen 
l>efore.  This  evidence.  Sir,  had  lived  in 
the  city  of  Edinburgh  from  his  childhood, 
9xA  has  been  for  alraut  twelve  years  past . 
in  a  post  (I  think  he  is  one  of  their  ci^ 
4ifficers)  whioh  gave  him  more  than  ordi- 
nary opportunities  of  being  acquainted 
with  the  persons  of  the  iimabitants,  so 
Aat  it  is  next  to  impossible,  had  any  of 
them  been  there,  hut  ihey  must  have  been 
^discovered. 

In  short.  Sir,  to  suppose  that  the  Lord 
Provost  oould  have  done  more  than  he 
actually  did  in  order  to  suppress  tike  riot, 
is  to  suppose  that  he  oughtto  be  possessed 
nDt  only  of  all  the  qui£&cations  of  a  dvil 


magistrate,  but  of  aU  the  abilities  of  sn 
experienced  generaL  Two  gentlemen, 
Sir,  whose  zeal  and  attachment  for  his 
Majestjr's  person  and  government  none 
can  question,  who  were  witnesses  to  the 
Provost's  conduct  after  the  riot  was  over, 
have  given  it  as  their  opinion,  that  it  was 
impossible  for  him  or  any  ma|i  to  have 
done  more  than  he  did  for  the  discovering 
and  bringing  the  rioters  to  justice. 

But,  Sir,  though  some  slips  had  been 
committed  by  the  Lord  Provost  at  this 
dangerous  juncture,  are  we  to  make  no 
aUowances  for  the  inmressions  that  such 
a  scene  of  tumult  and  fury  might  reason- 
ably be  supposed  to  make  upon  the  spirit 
of  a  ikian,  wno  periums  never  saw  the  hce 
of  danger  brfore  \  £very  man  is  obliged 
to  be  honest.  Sir,  but  every  man  is  not 
obliged  to  be  brave :  and  I  tmnk  no  gen* 
tleman,  who  has  had  occasion  to  speak  on 
the  present  a£Bur,  has  advanced  that  the 
Lora  Provost  eitiier  connived  with  the 
rioters,  or  was  inactive  in  his  endeavoun 
to  suppress  tiie  riot;  so  that  if  we  punish 
him  tor  what  passed  at  that  time,  we  shall 
not  punish  him  for  want  of  honesty,  but 
for  want  of  courage.  There  is  another 
point.  Sir,  which  claims  all  our  attention, 
because  our  present  proceeding  may  be  a 
future  precedent.  There  are  many  in< 
stances.  Sir,  in  our  history  of  riots  and  tu* 
mults,  which  have  been  attended  with 
very  dangerous  conseqi;ence8  breaking  oat 
in  cities ;  and  although  the  rioters  have 
been  exemplarily  punished,  yet  we  have 
no  instance  of  any  of  the  masistrates  of 
the  cities  where  tnose  tumults  broke  out, 
sufiering  in  their  natural  capacities  for 
what  they  had  done  in  their  ciriL  If  a 
man  acts  with  honest  intentions,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  it  is 
all  that  can  be  expected,  because  no  man 
can  do  more. 

But  there  is  one  argument,  Shr,  advanced 
against  the  Lord  Provost,  (and,  indeed,  it 
is  an  argument  that  I  am  surprized  to  hear 
any  gentleman  make  use  of,  either  in  this 
or  any  other  case)  which  is,  that  he  did 
not  use  the  proper  measures  for  suppress- 
ing the  riot.  Gentlemen  can  only  mean 
by  this,  that  he  did  not  use  the  roeasuret 
which  afterwards  (that  is,  after  the  not 
was  over)  were  found  to  be  proper.  » 
this  argument.  Sir,  held  good,  there  is  no 
pNolitician  or  ^neral,  under  whom  any  de« 
sign  has  miscarried,  but  must  Biw«r» 
though  he  behaves  with  all  the  condurt 
and  courage  which  are  possible  to  be  exert- 
ed;  for  no  man,  Sir,  was  ever  yet  aUe^ 
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lay  4mni  his  loeMuret  io  well,  but  that  if 
they  mkcarried,  it  was  always  found  afler- 
wank  that  some  measures  which  would 
have  be&k  pn^r  were  omitted,  and  that 
the  miictmage  c^the  whole  was  to  be  at^ 
tributed  to  Uut  omission.  Would  our  ar- 
mies. Sir,  hove  been  cut  off  at  Brihuega, 
and  Ahnansa,  or  surprized  at  Denain ;  or 
would  our  fleets  have  been  baffled  at  Tou- 
loo,  bid  they  who  were  at  the  head  of  our 
tfmiei  ukd  fleets  taken  those  measures 
which  the  event  showed  would  have  been 
proper  measures?  Had  the  gentleman, 
Sir,  who  coounanded  the  forces  which 
were  at  that  time  about  Edmburgh,  re- 
flected that  every  man  wasobliged  as  asub- 
ject  of  the  king,  whether  he  was  a  soldier 
or  not,  to  assist  the  civil  magistrate  in  the 
loppression  of  tumults,  and  consequently 
that  he  ought  to  have  marched  into  the 
city  of  £duS»urgh  on  the  first  notice  of  the 
riot,  and  to  have  made  no  scruple  of 
breaking  down  any  gate,  of  breakinja^ 
through  any  obstacle  that  stood  in  his 
way,  he  would  hawe  taken  the  measures 
wiuch,  it  is  now  found,  would  have  been 
proper  measures,  and  he  would  have  acted 
tpart  which  the  laws  of  our  constitution 
both  authorize  «nd  require.  But  I  am 
^y  Sir,  from  throwing  out  any  reflection 
upon  that  gentleman  for  being  ignorant 
in  thitf  point,  qr  for  not  having  presence  of 
nind  enoogh  to  do  what  he  thouffht  was 
iacoDsistent  wiUi  his  orders  from  nis  su- 
perior officer:  and  I  wish,  with  all  my 
heart,  that  that  honourable  gentleman  had 
been  upon  the  spot  at  that  time,  for  if  he 
1^  I  am  persuaded  the  riot  had  been 
prerented. 

When  the  gentleman.  Sir,  who  com- 
manded the  forces  in  the  castle,  was  exa- 
1^^,  he  owned  he  knew  there  was  a 
riot  m  the  city  during  the  time  it  was 
coDunitted.  He  likewise  owned  that  he 
^  his  forces  drawn  out,  that  they  mi^ht 
be  in  readiness  to  march,  to  the  assist* 
ince  of  the  Lord  Provost  whenever  he 
>^ould  be  required.  Being  asked  why  he 
<bi  not  march  down  his  men  to  the  city 
vithoot  being  reouired,  he  owned  that 
nch  a  measure  did  not  occur  to  him;  and 
it  vat  the  best  and  the  most  natural  an- 
iver  he  could  ^ve.  Here,  Sir,  is  a^mea- 
nre,  which  it  is  now  found  would  have 
been  a  proper  measure,  omitted ;  yet  how 
tutreaioDaUe  would  it  be  to  blame  that 
gentleman  for  his  conduct  1 

I  shall  conclude.  Sir,  with  a  remark  or 
^0  upon  the  imprudence  of  our  passing 
^  ptteot  Bfll  into  a  law.     We  m»y 


easily  suppose,  from  the^action  now  under 
our  consideration,  that  there  is  a  spirit  of 
dissatisfactien  among  some  of  the  subject* 
of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom ;  and 
it  can  never  be  thought  that  our  passine  a 
Bill  of  this  nature  will  serve  ta  allay  ttiis 
spirit.  I  am  willing.  Sir,  to  entertain  ai 
flood  an  m>inioQ  as  anv  gentleman,  of  the 
loyalty  of^the  Scots;  but  should  they  say* 
*  Let  us  die  with  Uie  Philistines,'  who 
knows  but  they  may  have  strength  enough 
remaining  to  shaxe  the  pillius  of  tms 
House,  even  though  they  should  burr 
themselves  under  the  ruins  of  this  consti- 
tution ?  Governors,  Sir,  may  think  to  de- 
prive a  people  of  the  means  of  rebellioni 
they  may  take  the  wisest  and  the  justest 
precautions;  but  a  people  who  think 
th^mselves  oppressed  will  always  find  pre- 
tensions to  rebel,  and  de^air  will  furnish 
them  with  arms* 

Mr.  Henry  Fox  spoke  thus : 

Sir; — The  arguments  both  for  and 
against  the  present  Bill  have  been  set  in 
so  clear  a  light,  and  so  much  of  your  time 
has  been  already  taken  ud  inthisaffiur, 
that  I  shall  beg  your  indulgence  but  for  a 
very  little  time,  to  make  some  remarks 
iqpon  what  has  been  advanced  by  the  ho- 
nourable person  who  spolw  last,  and  the 
other  honourable  and  learned  gentlemen 
who  spok^  against  the  BilL 

I  believe  every  gentleman  in  this  House 
has  an  equal  abhorrence  both  to  the  prin* 
ciples  and  the  persons  of  those  that  occa- 
sioned the  inhuman  murder  which  is  the 
subject  of  the  present  debate.  It  is  not 
only  every  gentleman's  duty  but  his  in- 
terest to  exert  himself  both  in  brinffing  to 
justice  the  persons  who  were  actusiUy  and 
immediately  concerned  in  the  murder, 
and  likewise  those  who  by  their  negligence 
or  cowardice  may  be  well  said  to  have 
promoted  it  But  it  seems  the  clifficulty 
lies  in  knowing  whether  the  L(«d  Provost 
and  citizens  of  Edinburgh  were  eidier 
negligent  or  cowardly  upon  that  occasion. 
It  hiu  hkewise  been  much  insisted  on  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  agpsmst  tfatt 
Billy  that  Uie  persons  who  committed  this 
detestable  murder,  were  neither  dtiaens 
nor  inhabitants  of  that  city,  but  all  living 
m  the  adjacent  country ;  which  is  saying 
in  other  words,  that  when  a  drum  wi|t 
beat  by  aboy  in  the  streeto  of  Edinburgh, 
these  streeU  were  immediately  filled  with 
men  who  lived  at  four  or  five  miles  dis- 
tance. I  own.  Sir,  it  surprises  me  when 
I  reflect  how  gantieitieft  usi^  upon  its 
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Iwing  (MMtible,  dmt  peofde  fiving  ata  dis- 
tance itom  one  another  in  the  coontiyy 
«ould  find  means  to  lay  down  so  regular, 
ao  artftd  a  pbn  of  murder  and  lebdlioBy 
and  afterwards  to  execute  it  in  so  cool, 
•nd  so  determined  amannev,  in  the  heart 
of  a  populoatf  vell-aifiscteil  city,  and  that 
toe  in .  the'vieir  of  all  the  mBgirtrales  and 
viliaensof  the  saaM  ci^:  I  say.  Sir,  these 
•ppear  sucb  absurdities  tO'  me,  that  I  am 
aurpriaed  gentlemen  do  not  at  once  see 
their  inoonsislencies.    AH  the  evidences, 
Sir,  have  told  that  the  streets  were  crowd- 
ed by  great  numbers  of  people.    Now, 
Sir,  these  people  must  have  l)een  either 
the  actual  authors  of  the  murder,  or  bare 
apeMtors;  if  they  were  the  actual  anthers 
0f  tne  murder,  and  yet  were  neitb^  dti- 
flens  nor  inhabitants  of  the  dty,  I  should 
be  glad  to^  loiiyw  how  such  a  multitude 
(one  evidence  I  tliink  said  thev  mi^ht  be 
about  4  or  ^,000)  could  assemble  in  one 
day  within  a  city  of  the  extent  of  £din- 
bufgh,  without  being'perceived  hymf  of 
the  mhabitants,  and,  it  thejr  were  perceiv<- 
cd,  why  the  magiatFates  were  not  informed 
nf  so  unusual,  imd,  as  I  ti^e  it,  of  so  dan- 
gerous a  concourse,  and  why  the  reasons 
Sf  it  were  not  inquiied  into.    If  we  AaH 
aappoae,  Sir^  what  I  believe  was  indeed 
te  case,  that  Terr  feir  were  actually  en- 
.gaged  hi' the  murder,  ean  any  gentleman 
pretend  to  account  why  that  handfbl  of 
sebeBiotts   conspirators  were  not  imme- 
diaael^  crashed  br  those  multitudes  of 
kyal  mhabitants  wco  were,  it  seems,  but 
bare  spectators.     Their  own  evidence. 
Walker,  Sir,  has  told  us,  that  llioiligh  he 
was  near  the  scene  of  barbarity  n^ien  Per* 
teoos  was  murdered,  yet  he  could  not 
discern  above  40  or  50  who  were  actually 
concerned  in  die  murder;  at  the  sane 
thne,  he  owned  that  there  were  upwards 
of  14  or  1500  upon  the  spot.    Now,  Sir, 
k  can  never  be  suppoM,  that  if  ^ese 
nnmbers  who  tamely  looked  oBy  and  were 
eertamlr  citiae&s  or  inhibitaitaof  Edni^ 
bur^,  liad  been  the  Ic^al,  well-affiected 
yersens  some  gentlemen  have  represented 
them,  that  they  would  tamely  havesuftr^' 
•d  so  inhuman  a  barbarity  tO'have  been 
tomraitted:  nay.  Sir;  was  not  their  h%hf^ 
vioor  fa  tacit  ccmsent  to  the  tragedy  tbrt 
was  then  acting  ? 

'  It  was  sald^  Sir,  during  the  time  that 
this  debate  has  been  depending,  that  it 
would  be  unjust^  granthig  some  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Edkibcu^  had  been  actually 
eonoeraed  m  the  murder,. that  theinno- 
MdtahiwU  be  i^vel»«A  iQ^the  puaishBient 


of  the  guilty,  and  that  the  comnmity 
should  suffisr  for  the  rough  and  rebellioot 
actions  of  »  few.    But  by  this  way  of  ar- 
guing. Sir,  no  censure  can  be  mflicted 
upon  any  community,  whidi  I  think  has 
never  yet  been  asserted.    We  had  an  in» 
.stance,  Sir,  in  the  year  1725,  when  the 
town    of  Glasgow,  for  a  raudemeaDor, 
•whkh  was   not  attended  with  near  to 
many  aggravating  cireumstances  ss  that 
now  un&r  our  consideration,  was  severely 
fined,  and  that  fine  raised  by  an  equal 
contribution  of  the  inhabitants.    Let  qb 
now  suppose.  Sir,  that  a  citiaen  of  Edin- 
burgh and  another  of  Glasgow  were  to 
meH  toffother  after  this  BiU  has  passed 
into  a  law,  and  that  both  oF  them  were 
so  fiir  from  being  accessory  to  either 
of  the  riots,  'that  th^  were  at  a  good 
distance  firom  the  cities  when  they  were 
perpetrated:    the  citisen  of  Edinbuijgh 
lays    open    to   his  friend  die   injustice 
done  to  tKe  cettmAinHy  by  atripfMng  it  of 
a  Few  oJP  its  privileges,  because  the  parlis> 
ment  found  that  a  riot  had  been  com- 
mitted within  that  city  by  private  persons : 
may  not  the  other  complain  with  more 
justice,  that  the  community  of  Ghugow 
suffered  more  by  the  ]^it>8ecution  carried 
on  ajgainst  it,  and  having  ita  magistrates 
imprisoned  ?  besides,  he  mieht  a(^  I  who 
was  absent  from  the  town  miring  the  riot, 
and  would  have  been  botii  forward  and 
zealous,  bad  I  been  upon  the  spot,  to  have 
suppressed  it^  wasrohnged  to  pay  as  much 
•  as,  and  perhaps  more,  t<»ward8  the  repanh 
tion  of  the  damages  done  by  the  rioters, 
than  the  inost  guilty  there.    Would  not 
this  plea  have  more  weight  in  it  than  all 
the  erievaoces  which  the  citiaen  of  Edin- 
bur^  could  eomj»lainof?  yetgentlenea 
thought  ithotib  wise  and  just  at  that  time 
to  proceed'  in  this  manner  agaiast  Glas» 
eow ;  and  I  believe  the  tranquillity  whidi 
Slat  country  has  since  enjoyed  is  in  a  great 
measlire  Wing  to  the  seasonable  severity 
^  this  Hduse  at  that  juncture.    When 
the  tides  of  popular  fury,  Sir,  b^n  to 
beat  against  the  servants  of  the  crawn,  it 
hai(^  been  so>  in  all  ages,  that  if  they  weie 
not  timely  checked,  they  soon  grew  too 
strong  for  any  barrier,  ei^er  df  law  or 
tiuty,  to<  oppose  than,  till  in  the  end  they 
lM>re  down  sovereign  authority  itself.   The 
pillars  of  this  House,    Sir,  were  aever 
shaken,  nor  was  this   constitution  ever 
ruined,  but  by  the  cowardiceand  tresche- 
ty  of  those  ^sdio  ought  to  have  been  the 
preteetors  and  guardians  of  both.    While 
nw  ifereimited  among  ourselvas  we  had 
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nothing  to  fear  from  what  was  ac^ng  or 
plotting  abroad ;  but  if  we  diall  now  be« 
traj  irresolution  and  weakness,  if  we 
ihoold  Delect  Co  inflict  a  wholesome  se- 
verity while  power  is  in  our  hands  and 
justice  OD  oar  side,  have  we  not  erery 
thing  to  fear  from  those  who  will  un* 
doobcedlj  aasume  courage  from  our  tiiAi- 
ditf,  and  grow  insolent  upon  our  lenity  ? 
As  to  the  fears,  gentlemen  have  been 
pleased  to  express  with  respect  to  the  re^ 
lentment  of  the  Scots,  if  we  pass  the  pre- 
sent Bin  mto  a  law,  I  am  under  no  ap- 
prehensioiis  in  that  point :  I  believe  that 
aatiaa  smarted  sofficiendr  for  their  Rebel- 
lion in  the  year  1715,  and  will  not  be  very 
forward  to  renew  the  same  behaviour, 
lot  they  meet  with  the  same  fate.  But, 
Sir,  if  we  have  just  reason  to  apprehend 
any  thmg  from  the  Scots  at  this  time,  and 
on  this  account,  it  is  a  very  good  reason 
to  me  for  agreeing  to  the  present  Bill, 
because  they  will  never  rebel  upon  this 
account,  unless  they  are  resolved  to  rebel 
itan;^  rate.  I  should  much  rather  wish, 
that  it  were  at  this  time,  and  upon  this 
account,  than  afterwards,  when  perhaps 
the  spirit  of  disloyalty  may  spread  too 
Bioch,  and  grow  too  strong  to  be  so  easily 
checked. 

Lord  GUnorchi/  spoke  in  substance  as 

foQot^s:^ 

Sir;  As  I  have  given  a  very  close  at- 
tendance upon  .  the  House,  during  the 
time  that  this  Bill  has  been  depending  be- 
fore us ;  and  have  endeavoured)  as  far  as  I 
could,  to  divest  myself  of  all  prejudice  and 
partiality,  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  take 
^  a  litUe  of  your  time  with  a  few  remarks, 
vith  respect  to  the  evidence  upon  which 
the  present  Bill  is  founded*  The  honour- 
able and  learned  gentlemen  who  tirst  spoke 
for  the  Bill,  were  so  ctodid  as  to  acquit 
the  Lord  IVovoat  and  Town  Council  of 
Edinburgh  €i  any  malice  to  wards  the 
^fortunate  person,  whose  barbarous  mur- 
^r  gave  rise  to  the  Bill ;  since,  as  my 
wjed  friend  observed,  the  Lord  Provost 
ought  have  tried,  condemned,  and  hanged 
him  by  his  own  authority,  and  within  his 
^  jurisdiction.  Now,  Sir,  none  of  the 
honourable  and  learned  e^ntlemen  who 
^e  spoken  in  favour  of  the  present  Bill, 
«*^e  giv^n  us  any  reasons  whv  they 
'I'spect  that  after  so  fiiir  and  so  nivoura- 
hle  a  conduet,  with  respect  to  that  unfor- 
tiuiate  person,  the  Lord  Provost  should  all 
of  a  sudden  become  so  indolent^  after  he 
^  infaimed  of  the  desiga  to  murder  him» 
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as  to  take  no  mtestures  to  prevent  it,  Or, 
while  it  was  actings  to  use  no  efforts  to 
quell  the  rioters.  As  1  think  no  reason 
can  be  given,  1  believe  gentlemen  will 
be  puzzled  to  state  his  misdemeanor  (if 
he  was  guilty  of  any,  as  I  am  far  from 
thinking  he  was)  in  such  a  light  as  to 
make  him  guilty  of  knowingly  and  deli- 
berately favouring  the  murderers  of  a  man 
to  whom  he  had  but  a  little  before  showed 
so  much  (I  may  say  from  the  circum* 
stances  of  Porteous's  guilt)  partial  fkvour. 
All  that  gentlemen  can  pretend  to  charge 
the  Lord  Provost  with,  is  the  want  of  fore- 
sight and  courage,  both  which  qualifica- 
tions are,  I  own,  indispensable  to  a  ma- 
gistrate ;  but  I  believe  there  is  no  instance 
where  any  magistrate  was  ever  punished 
for  not  exertmg  talents  with  which  nature 
never  endowed  him.«  If  from  the  cir< 
cumstances  a(  the  Lord  Provost's  beha^ 
viour.  We  find  that  he  acted  according  to 
the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  abilities,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  though  that  know« 
ledge  ana  these  abilities  were  not  so  ex- 
tensive as  were  required  in  a  magistrate 
who  bore  so  distinguished  a  post,  yet  we 
are  not  to  blame  him,  but  his  qpnstituents, 
among  whom  it  appears  he  has  always  lived^ 
for  chusing  him  mto  an  office  no  ways  pro* 
portionate  to  his  abilitieer.  As  to  what  the 
nonourable  gentleman  was  pleased  to  men« 
tion  with  respect  to  the  benaviour  of  the 
citizens  of  Edinburgh  during  the  time  of 
that  barbarous  riot,  I  thmk  it  was  suffi* 
cientiy  answered  by  an  act  of  parlianient 
produced  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  made 
before  the  union  of  the  two  crowns,  and 
stiU  in  force  in  that  kingdom,  by  which  it 
is  made  death  for  any  number  or  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  city  to  assist  in  appe^ng 
any  riots  without  the  express  orders  of 
the  Lord  Provost  and  magistrates.  If 
it  should  be  asked.  Why  was  not  this  order 

E'ven  i  The  answer  is  easy,  because  the 
ord  Provost  and  magbtrates  were  de^ 
prived,  by  the  precautions  the  rioters  had 
taken,  and  the  fury  they  exercised,  of 
every  possible  means  both  of  issuing  such 
an  order,  or  of  having  it  obejied,  if  it  had 
been  issued.  You  have  heard  from  the 
evidence,  Sir,  that  the  city  officers  are 
they  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  Provost  and 
magistrates^  persons,  and  are  the  ordinary 
messengers  of  all  the  orders  dispatched 
by  them ;  and  that  they  were  so  severely  ' 
pelted  by  Uie  mob,  that  they  were  obliged* 
to  throw  off  their  livery  coats,  and  to 
shelter  themselves  in  their  own  houses;' 
one,  it  is  tnie^  im^the  good  fortune  to 
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«tcape  Ifcdr  fiury,  and  wait  upon  his  wm* 
ters  duriDi^  the  riot^  but  was  at  last  ob« 
Vged  to  put  off  his  lrrery-coet»  otherwise 
he -must  have  been  knocked  on  the  head 
b^  the  rioten.  This,  Sir,  with  man^r  other 
circumstances,  ^ave  been  so  fiilly  usisted 
upon  already  by  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentlemen  who  have  spoke  in  this  debate, 
that  I  shall  not  pretend  to  add  any  thing 
to  what  they  have  said»  since  it  so  wdi 

f  roves  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  Lord 
^rovost  to  have  raised  the  militia  of  the 
city,  and  if  they  had  of  themselves  without 
his  order  assisted  in  suppressing  the  riot, 
we  see  that  every  man  of  them  had  been 
liable  to  death*  The  honourable  gentle- 
man who  spoke  last,  was  pleased  to  ex- 
press himself  in  sudi  a  mann^  as  shewed 
that  he  wsis  under  no  qpnrdiension  from 
any  resentment  of  the  Scots,  in  conse- 
quence of  our  passing  the  present  Bill 
into  a  law.  I  have  as  good  an  opinion  of 
Our  strenffth  when  we  are  united^  as  that 
honourabte  gentleman,  or  any  gentleman 
in  this  House ;  but  then  gentlemen  can- 
not be  ignorant,  that  that  is  far  from  be- 
ing our  case  at  present;  that  though  per- 
^up%  any  one  fiicUon  cannot  harm  us,  yet 
we  have  reason  to  apprehend  that  there 
are  many  who  are  disaffected  to  our  pre- 
set happy  establishment  upon  different 
accounts,  who  will  greedily  embrace  any 
opportunity,  and  join  with  any  par^, 
tnoi:^  of  principles  and  interests  di&r- 
ing  widely  in  other  respects,  provided 
they  have  one  favourite  pmnt  m  view, 
whidi  is  that  of  distressing  the  govern- 
ment. Besides,  Sir,  we  ought  to  consider 
that  we  have  a  powerful  nei^y>our,  who  no 
doubt  has  a  watchful  and  jf»dous  eye  upon 
all  our  resolutions,  and  would  not  miss 
any  oppottunihr  of  improving  every  cir- 
cumstance to  her  own  advanti^,  should 
we  lay  ourselves  open  to  any  inconveni- 
ences of  that  nature.  I  should  be  sorry. 
Sir,  if  from  what  1  have  said  any  gentle- 
man thought  that  I  intended  to  finrour 
faction,  or  to  magnify  her  forces.  No, 
Su-,  were  I  not  firmlv  persuaded  that  we 
ought^  both  in  good  policy  and  com- 
'  monjustice,  to  throw  out  the  preaent  Bill, 
I  dK)uId  be  as  forward  for  vigorous  mea- 
sures on  this  occasion  as  any  gentleman 
in  this  House ;  and  I  am  sorry  that  I  am, 
upon  these  considerations,  obliged  so  hr 
to  difer  from  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentlemen  who  have  spoke  for  the  Bill, 
as  to  give  my  vote  agamst  its  being  com- 
mitted. 
Mr.  (^/k^toijM  spol^B  thus ; 


Sir;  I  never  had  the  hsteiae^lobt 
raarriedi  but  I  have  been  told,  and  1  be- 
lieve, tluit  marriage  is  a  very  happv  stste. 
I  have  i»ften^  Sir,  heard  the  Union  b(^ixt 
us  and  our  neighbouring  nation  oompared 
to  marriage,  s^  1  tbink  not  improperly, 
for  the  happineai  of  both  parties  must 
consist  in  a  mutual  harmony  and  good  un- 
derstanding, which  can  never  be,  if  the 
stronger  Aall  pretend  to  oppress  ths 
weaker ;  and  the  Scots,  Sir,  when  they 
entered  into  this  state  with  us,  put  so 
absolute  a  confidence  in  our  honour,  thai 
it  would  be  both  ungenerous  and  unjusl 
for  us  to  give  them  the  least  cause  to 
repent  their  bargain.  I  shall  readily  own, 
that  a  most  horrid  riot  and  murder  hap- 
pened within  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  and 
that  there  were  several  obvious  measures 
negated  which  might  have  [urevented  it; 
but  I  think  the  punishment  intended  b? 
the  present  Bill,  is  by  fiir  too  severe,  bou 
with  respect  to  the  Lord  Provost  and  the 
city  itsdf. 

As  to  the  Lord  Provost,  Sir,  I  am  of 
opinion  he  did  all  that  could  be  expected 
from  a  man'  of  his  age  or  abilities,  and 
cannot  see  any  reason  why  he  dioiuld  be 
singled  out  for  punishitaent.  And,  Sir,  as 
gentlemen  have  m  this  affiur  been  pleased 
to. quote  Puffendo^rff  and  Grotius,!  shall 
beg  leave  to  quote  the  words  of  an  au- 
thor, whom  I  am  sure  most  gentlemen  m 
this  House  have  read  twice  for  once  that 
th^  have  read  either  of  those  two  au- 
thors. The  words  are  in  a  book  which  I 
have  in  my  pocket,  and  which  is  called 
Hudibras. 

«  Tbouch  nice  and  dark  the  point  appear, 
(Quoth  Ralph)  it  may  hold  up  and  clear. 
That  sinners  may  supply  the  place 
Of  suffering  saibts  \a  a  plain  case ; 
Justice  gives  sentence  many  times 
On  one  man  for  another's  crtmes." 

Hud.  P.  3.  Cant  ti 

These  lines,  Sir,  mtroduoe  an  account  of 
a  bed-rid  weaver  in  New  England,  who 
was  hanged  for  the  murder  of  an  Indian, 
committed  by  a  preaching  cobler.  The 
Indians,  it  seems,  insisted  warmly  that  the 
murderer  should  be  hansed ;  and  as  they 
did  not  know  his  person,  &e  saints  thought 
it  much  better  to  hang  up  the  bed-rid 
weaver  than  the  offender,  who  was  a  use- 
fill  man  among  them,  by  acting  in  the 
double  o^Micity  of  preadung  and  cobling^ 
I  leave  gentlemen  to  apply  this  bed-rid 
weaver's  cftse  to  the  Loid  Provoat^s.  I 
shall  only  obmve^  that  fron^  whit  lypeart 
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by  tiiecHdeBee  gran  in  «l  die  bar  of  this 
itoatty  llieie  were  others  eqoaliy,  if  not 
moreffidtT* 

Asfiiraie  eensare  inflicted  upon  the 
Gtf  of  EdBborgh,  fa^  the  present  Bill,  1 
thmk  dwK  is  sometfatng  in  it  that  is  con- 
tnry  to  the  btention  of  die  Bill.    The 
ietesboB  of  die  Bill,  Sir,  as  I  take  it,  is 
to  pniflh  the  dtisens  for  not  suppressing 
n  ibJmbsb  not,  and  preventing  a  har« 
barous  mnrder ;  but  the  censure  to  be  in- 
dictednpon  diem  for  this,  bj  taking  awa^ 
tbdr  guard,  plainly  puts  it  out  of  their 
Mvtr  to  suppress  any  snch  riot  fiir  the 
ratnre.    Here  is  a  cir^,  and  here  are  ma* 
gMtnCfls,  liable  to  be  insulted  by^an  ouC- 
n^eoos  mahf  yet  we  tie  up  their  hands 
frnn  qudhng  that  mob,  and  we  punish 
dien  becaose  it  was  not  quelled.    In  my 
opsuoa,  we  cannot  do  a  greater  piece  w 
mvioetothe  auriiors  of  Forteous's  mur- 
der, than  to  consent  that  the  present  BiH 
AwJd  be  passed  into  a  law ;  ror  we  by  it 
npm  both  die  peace  of  the  city,  the  au- 
mkf  of  the  magistrates,  and  the  inte* 
mt  of  dM  country,  to  all  their  future  in- 
ailto.   In  short,  Sk,  I  think  the  present 
M  u  neither  calculated  to  punisn  those 
*bo  were  negligent  in  suppressing  that  late 
not,  nor  for  pievendng  die  like  in  time  to 
cone;  and  f  could  tnsh  that  gentlemen 
woeld  &]i  upon  some  other  means  for  an- 
•veringbodi  these  ends. 

yir,  James Ersldne  spcke  as  follows: 

Sir;  I  hope  my  hting  of  the  country 
viiere  so  barbarous  and  inhimian  a  mur- 
^  at  that  under  our  consideration  was 
conusUted,  will  not  be  a  motive  for  any 
pitleman  to  suspect  that  I  am  to  say  the 
■M  word  that  can  even  be  wrested  to 
^ow  die  bloody  rioters  who  were  the 
vtoiB.  No,  Sir;  every  gentleman  of  that 
conntryy  who  has  the  honour  to  sit  an  this 
Hooie,  has  asuch  more  reason  than  others 
kt  nvhig  his  T^yte  for  the  seterest  pro- 
fftmp  bodi  against  the  authors  and 
^osren  of  die  murder;  because  where 
Ae  flsmes  of  rebellion  mount  so  high,  and 
Uiie8o6eroeas  they  did  atthatunhap- 
PT  junotum,  it  is  more  particulariy  both 
w  duty  andkiterest  of  every  honest  man, 
Adeieiy  loyal  subject,  whose  properties 
fe  more  iannediately  in  diait  country,  to  do 
1^  best  to  eiLtmgmsh  them,  to  bring  the 
t^coMfiaries  to  justice,  and  to  concur  with 
^y«7  measare  that  may  be  efiectual  for 
«ther  of  diese  purposes.  I  say.  Sir, « that 
'nnylte  efectoal;'  for  were  I  not  per- 
«ttM  tet  *e  nechodi  proposed  by  4his 


BiO  are  both  inefiectnal  and  unjust,  X 
should  be  the  last  person  in  this  House  to 
▼ote  against  the  present  motion.    All  the 
gentlemen.  Sir,  who  have  spoken  both  for 
and  against  this  motion,  have  agreed  as  to 
the  heinousness  of  the  fact,  and  the  ne- 
cessity the  legishiture  is  under  to  punish 
both  the  audiors  and  favourers   of  it. 
There  is  a  Bill  in  dependance.  Sir,  before 
this  Hous^  for  puniKung  the  former ;  and, 
I  believe,  it  will  meet  with  very  little,  if 
any   opposition.      But  what  gendemen 
seem  to  be  divided  upon  in  die  debate 
upon  this  Bill  is,  who  these  fhvourere 
were  ?    So  much.  Sir,  has  been  said  upon 
this  head  idready,  that  I  shall  not  resume 
any  of  the  particulars;  I  must  only  beg 
leave  to  observe  one  thing  which  has'  been 
owetlooked  in  the  courbe  of  the  present 
debate,  and  that,  Sir,  is  with  reopect  to 
the  nature  of  one  part  of  the  punishment 
inflicted  by  the  pr«ie^t  Bill  upon  the  d- 
tiaens  of  Edinburjfjh ;  what  I  mean  is  the  . 
demohsbinff  the  city  gate.    }f  this  gate. 
Sir,  were  the  property  of  the  persons  who 
by  the  present  Bill  are  supposed  to  be 
guilty,  and  if  these  persons  were  nroved 
to  be  guilty,  I  shdl  not  deny  but  tne  pu- 
nishment would-be  adequate  to  the  o^ 
fence.    But  the  case.  Sir,  is  otherwise ;  the 
gate  belong  to  the  corporation,  and  cor- 
ponitions,  in  the  sense  both  of  our  law  and 
the  civil  law,  are  in  some  measure  looked 
upon  as  minors,  whose  estatesihe  magis- 
tracy of  the  city,  and  the  electors  of  diet  * 
magistracy  ,whichare  dietown^ouncil,and 
the  constituents  of  that  town^councfl,  which 
are  the  merchants  and  traders,  are  no 
other  than  the  trustees  and  the  cuardians. 
Hence,  Sir,  it  is  plain,  that  if  we  shall 
think  flt  to  punish  the  corporation  for  a 
misdemean6r  committed  by  the  magis- 
trates and  traders,  we  shafl  do  the  same 
thine,  as  if  a  judge^  for  a  fliuk  committed 
by  &e  guardian  of  a  minor,  should  give 
sentence,  that  the  damage  sustained  by 
the  misdemeanor  should  be  made  up  out 
of  bis  pupfl's  estate.    If  gentlemen  view 
die  present  BHl  in  diis  lieht,  and  at  the 
same  time  reflect,  that  besides  the  in- 
human insult  commRfied  upon  majesty  and 
government  by  the  baibarous  riot  we  are 
now  con«dering,thecoTporation  itself  was 
a  veiT  great  anSSerer ;  and  had  it  not  been 
for  the  measures  taken  by   the  magis- 
trates, in  all  iqppenrance,  would  have  been 
stfl)  a  greater  by  that  riot.    I  say,  Sir, 
if  gen^men  would  be  pleased  to  con- 
sider this,  I  am  persuaded  they  would  be 
veiy  cautious  in  giving  their  votes  for  ish> 
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flictiDgthe  censure  proposed  by  the  pre- 
sent Bill. 

An  hoo.  gentlemany  Sir,  who  spoke  for 
the  motion,  n^e  an  observation,  which, 
in  general,  I  believe  is  very  just;   that  it 
has  been  many  times  seen,  that  male- 
factors have  been  screened  from  the  seve- 
rity of  the  laws,  but  never  deprived  of  the 
mercy  of  the  legislature,  by  uie  interposi- 
tion o^  the  populace.    It  would  be,  per- 
haps, thought  needless  to  remark,  that 
•when  the  populace  interposes  in  favour  of 
a  malefactor,  it  is  seldom  from  a  principle 
either  of  humanity  or  justice  towards  the 
malefactor ;  but  from  a  spirit  of  opposition 
to,  and  dissatisfiMrtion   against,  the   go- 
vernors ;  or,  perhaps,  from  a  fellow-feelmg 
of  the  malefactoi^s  circumstances:    but 
the  use.  Sir,  I  suppose  the  hon.  gentle- 
man intended  to  make  of  this  observation, 
was  to  inspire  an  horror  of  the  spirit  in 
.which  the  rioters  acted  when  Forteous 
was    murdered.     I   must  however   beg 
leave  to  observe,  that  there  have  been  ex- 
peptions  to  the  hon,  gentleman's  observa- ' 
tion  in  the  proceedings  of  the  populace  of 
this  country,  and  even  of  this  instance. 
Jf  I  am  not  misinformed,  Sir,  there  was  an 
instance,  not  long  ago,  of  a  person  bemg 
murdered  by  the  populaoe  or  Westminster 
while  he  was  upon  the  pillory,  or  at  least  a 
very  little  time  after  he  was  taken  from  it. 
A  person.  Sir,  while  upon  a  pillory,  is  as 
much  imder  the  protection  of  the  laws,  as 
a  person  that  is  in  prison,  and  has  received 
the  benefit  of  the  royal  mercy ;  and  though 
the  murder  of  the  former  may,  perhaps, 
Iseem  not  to  express  so  great  a  contempt 
of  majesty  as  the  murder  of  the  latter^  yet 
the  magistrates  are  by  their  offices  bound 
to  act  as  vigorously  to  prevent  the  one  as 
the  other.    And  the  criminals,  if  appre- 
shended  and  convicted,  are  equally  punish- 
able in  the  eye  of  the  law.    If  I  am  misin- 
formed, Sir,  as  to  this  instance,  I  hope 
gentlemen  will  do  me  the  favour  to  put 
me  ri^ht;   but  if  the  fact.be  as  I  have 
stated  it,  I  think  it  is  a  proof  that  Edin- 
burgh is  not  the  only  city  whose  populace 
is  inhuman  and  barbarous.     We  never 
heard,  Sir,  of  any  measures  taken  by  the 
legislature  for  punishing  the  high-consta- 
ble, justices  of  the  peace,  or  whoever  were 
.the  magistrates  ot  Westminster,  for  not 
.preveinting  that  riot  and  murder  {  nor  did 
^we  ever  h^ar  of  those  magistrates  inter- 
,posing  in  person  with  the  mimediate  ha- 
zard of  tlieir  lives,  to  prevent  them,  as 
the  Provost  and  magistrates  of  Edinburgh 
flid  ifi  th^  gase  pf  PonQou9;  yet  h^d  a 


Bill  for  that  eSed  been  brought  in  beforo  j 
this  House,  would  not  gentlemen  have 
looked  upon  it  as  both  ridiculous  and  un- 
just ?  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  been  obliged 
to  take,  up  so  much  of  your  time  with  what 
I  have  said ;  but  1  thought  my  duty  to  my 
prince  and  country  obliged  me  to  suggest 
whatever  I  thought  would  ccmtribute  to 
have  a  Bill  thrown  out,  which,  if  passed, 
can  never  promote,  hut  may  much  weaken 
the  interest  of  both. 

Sir  William  Yonge  spoke  thus : 

Sir;  It  is  surprising   that  pentlemen 
should  express  such  a  detestation  of  the 
riot  now  under  our  consideration,  and  yet 
should  so  zealously  oppose  the  measures 
laid  down  by  the  present  Bill  for  punish* 
ing  those  who  by  tneir  negligence  and  re- 
missness contributed  to  promote  it.    My 
hon.  and  learned  friends,  who  moved  that 
this  Bill  should  be  committed,  were  pleas- 
ed to  allow,  that  the  Lord  Provost  and 
the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh  shewed  no 
personal  rancour  to  Porteous  in  their  pro- 
ceedin&s  against  him  before  his  condemna^ 
tion;  but  this  is  a  concession  I  should 
have  been  &x  from  making;  because  I 
think  it  appears  by  his  trial,  Uiat  he  was  ia 
some  measure  under  a  necessity  of  acting 
aa  he  did  on  the  day  of  Wilson's  executioo. 
He  had  positive  orders  from  his  superior 
officer,  wno  was  the  Lord  Provost,  tnat  in 
case  of  an  attempt  to  rescue  the  prisoner, 
he    should  do  military    execution,   and 
powder  and  shot  were  delivered  to  him 
and  his  men  for  that  effect.    An  attempt 
of  that  kind.  Sir,  was  made ;  the  men  un- 
der Porteous's  command,  for  whose  safety 
he  was  to  be  answerabU,  were  insulted 
and  attacked,  to  the  immediate  danger  of 
their  lives.    What  could  the  poor  man  do 
in  such  ia  situation  as  he  was  then  in,  but 
to  make  the  best  defence,  and  to  bring  off 
his  men  in  the  best  manner  he  could  i  yet 
after  all,  it  is  far  from  being  clear  to  me, 
that  the  killing  of  so  many  persons  as  fell 
that  day  was  owing  to  Porteous,  because 
it  does  not  evidently  appear  by  his  trial, 
that  he  either  fired  amone  the  mob  him- 
self, or  that  he  gave  such  orders  to  bis 
men.     These  circumstances,  Sir»  make 
me  think  that  it  was  with  a  very  had  g  ace, 
that  the  Lord  Provost  and  town-council 
became  his  prosecutors*  and  that  the^ 
threw  him  in  prison,  deprivhig  him  of  ho 
pay,  and  leaving  hun  <mly  the  poor  6ub« 
sistence  of  half  a  guinea  a  week.    An 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman*  who  was  pre- 
seat  09  the  spQ^  wd  who  to  v^ 
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ag»insl  ihe  motion,  has  told  us,  that  wbOe 
PorteoiB  wts  upon  his  tria]»  the  rage  of 
the  mob  was  00  great  agaiaat  him,  that  he 
was  Id  danger  of  being  torn  in  pieces,  and 
was  obliged  to  be  carried  betwixt  his  pri- 
coo  and  die  place  where  his  judges  were, 
under  a  very  strong,  guard.  Can  we  sup- 
pose, Sir,  that  thu  mob  came  from  the 
country  ^ewise,  and  that  it  was  not  the 
yerymclb  that  afterwards  so  inhumanely 
murdered  him  i  Ought  not  this.  Sir,  to 
hare  instructed  the  Lord  Provost  and 
magistrates  to  have  removed  him  to  a 
place  of  moie  safety  than  their  common 
pri«m-bonse  ?  Yet,  Sir,  in  the  whole 
coarse  of  the  evidence  we  have  not  heard 
of  one  step  or  motion  made  for  that  ob* 
vioos  measure.  I  shall  not  run  over  any 
more  of  the  particulars  of  that  tragical 
icene ;  bat  I  cannot  help  observing,  that 
the  gentlemen  who  put  questions  in  fit- 
vour  of  the  Lord  Provost  and  city  of 
Ediobuigh,  to  tb^  evidence,  had  great 
advantages  from  their  being  perfectly  well 
acquainted  with  every  circumstance  that 
could  put  matters  in  the  best  light  for  the 
Lord  Provost  and  the  city ;  and  that  se- 
veral of  the  evidences,  though  not  com- 
prehended in  the  present  Bill,  have  such  a 
rebtioD  to,  and  such  a  dependance  upon 
tbe  magistrates,  and  had  themselves  such 
a  share  in  what  was  acted  on  the  Provost's 
part  that  tiight,  as  makes  it  highly  impro- 
bable, that  mey  would  of  their  own  accord 
diicover  any  thing  which  they  imagined 
might  tend  to  the  prejudice  of  either ;  not 
(0  mention,  that  some  of  them  have 
grossly  prevaricated  in  fiivour  of  them 
both.  Notwithstanding,  Sir,  all  this,  it  is 
Qodeniable,  that  a  most  barbarous  murder, 
and  an  open  insult  upon  government,  was 
committed  within  that  city,  and  that  the 
chief  magistrate  of  that  city  had  previous 
information  given  hira,  yet  lock  not  even 
|he  most  olmous  measures  for  preventing 
it :  and  it  is  likewise  evident,  that  not  one 
of  the  rioters  hath  yet  been  brought  to 
jvtice.  All  these  considerations.  Sir, 
svay  as  much  with  me,  as  if  the  most  mi- 
nute circumstances  of  the  facts  laid  down 
in  the  preamble  of  the  Bill  had  been  ac- 
tuallj  proved;  though  I  think  there  is 
eooogh  proved  to  satisfy  my  own  con- 
science, that  I  act  according  to  justice, 
•nd  consistently  with  the  cha^icter  of  one 
who  has  the  honour  to  sit  in  this  House, 
if  1  give  my  vote  for  the  commitment  of 
this  Bill 
Lord  Pdeoorth  rose  next,  and  spoke  in 
^asibllowf: 


Sir;  Ever  since  this  Bill  was  brought 
before  us,  I  have  endeavoured,  by  a  close 
attendance  in  the  House,  to  make  myself 
as  much  master  of  what  could  be  saia  fc^ 
or  against  it,  as  I  was  able :  and  if  anj 
j;enueinan  wUl  shew  where  one  anrument 
mthe  charge  a^nst  the  Lord  Provost 
and  city  of  Edmburgh  has  been  proved^ 
[here  he  was  interrupted  by  some  mem- 
bers] I  will  this  instant  jrive  my  vote  for 
the  consmitment  of  the  Bttl ;  I  say  it  agam. 
Sir,  if  any  gentleman  will  shew  one  article 
that  has  been  proved  against  the  Lord 
Provost  and  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  I  will 

give  my  vote'  for  the  commitment  of  this 
ill.  The  boo.  and  learned  gentleman 
who  seconded  the  motion,  in  his  observa- 
tions upon  the  evidence,  was  pleased  to 
advance,  that  during  the  time  of  the  riot 
a  person  came  into  the  tavern  where  the 
Lord  Provost  and  magistrates  were,  and 
affirmed  that  he  knew  one  of  the  rioters,, 
offering  at  the  same  time  to  name  him^ 
but  that  he  was  forbidden  by  some  of  the 
company,  who  desired  him  to  wait  till  a 
more  proper  opportunitj.  I  think  diere 
was  not  one  article  advanced  by  any  of 
the  witnesses  that  escaped  my  notice ;  and 
I  dare  venture  to  affirm,  that  not  one  of 
them  gave  any  such  evidence.  [Here  he 
was  again  interrupted  by  some  members, 
who  cried,  no!  no!]  my,  I  appeal  to 
the  minutes  of  the  examinations,  and  will 
sit  down  till  the  clerk  shall  read  them. 
[Here  he  sat  down.]  I  shall  make  a  re- 
mark or  two  upon  one  part  of  the  speech 
that  was  delivered  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  spoke  last ;  the  rest  of  it  I  think  re- 
quires none.  The  hon.  gentleman  seems 
to  be  satisfied  in  general  with  the  truth  of 
what  is  laid  down  in  the  preamble  of  the 
Bill,  but  has  not  -been  pleased  to  shew 
how  one  particular  circumstance  has  been 
proved.  It  has  always  been  my  opinion, 
Sir,  that  as  we  are  the  judges  of  this  af- 
fiiir,  we  ought  to  act  upon  the  same 
grounds,  and  be  determined  by  the  same 
rules  a£  equity,  as  other  judges  are.  As 
we  have  gone  through  a  long  course  of 
evidence,  we  can  have  no  other  founda- 
tion to  build  our  judgment  u^on,  than  the 
fiicts  that  have  appeared  from  that  evi- 
dence ;  else  why  have  we  spent  so  much 
pains  and  time  upon  it,  at  such  an  ad- 
vanced season  of  the  year  ?  and  we  have 
heard  .evidences.  Sir,  who  have  seemed  to 
be  very  much  disposed  to  have  aggravated 
everycircumbtance  of  misconduct  or  neg- 
ligence, could  they  affix  either  of  them 
upon  die  Provost  or  magistrates  of  Ediix* 
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bvgh.  Somelliiiig  indeed  vtm  ^veticed 
that  looked  that  way,  m^  has  been  niich 
insisted  upon  by  the  gendemeB  who  hare 
spoken  for  the  moticm,  thoi|^  the  aoeouat 
given  by  ^ntlemen  c^  undoubted  honour 
and  probity,  of  the  penonal  character  of 
these  wftnessesy  uid  the  many  inconsisten- 
cies of  their  eridenoe,  make  it  surprizing  to 
xne,  that  they  ever  should  be  mentioned  but 
with  indignation*  I  am  persuaded,  Sir, 
that  if  gentlemen  woukl  lay  their  hands 
'  upon  their  hearts,,  and  ask  of  themselves, 
vnether  they  would  have  voted  in  the 
manner  they  have  done,  had  the  case  of 
the  cit7  of  EdinbuTgh  been  that  of  the 
cities  of  Bristol,  Yorl^  or  any  of  the  large 
cities  of  Enffland ;  I  say.  Sir,  I  am  per- 
suaded gentlemen  would  have  required, 
that  every  tittle  of  their  charge  against 
them  should  have  been  fully  and  unde- 
niably proved.  It  is  true,  Su*,  that  hone 
of  the  authors  of  this  detestable  murder 
have  ever  been  ^prehended :  but,  Sir,  is 
it  necessary,  that,  m  order  to  make  a  de- 
cent and  a  plentiful  execution,  we  should 
pimish  those  who  seem  to  hove  no  other 
crime  but  their  endeavouring  to  suppress 
tbe  crimes  of  others;  and  must  the  mao- 
eent  be  punished,  because  the  guilty  have 
gone  unpunished?  As  this  seems  to  me. 
Sir,  to  be  the  case  with  respect  to  our 
proceeding  on  die  present  Bill,  I  heartily 
give  my  vote  against  the  motion. 

Sir  J6hn  Barnard  spoke  to  the  following 
effect: 

Sir ;  As  I  have  scmie  concern  in  the 
dvil  magistracy  of  a  city,  and  oroba^ 
bly  may  have  more,  I  de  not  think  it  suffi- 
cient for  me  bardy  to  give  my  vote  against 
the  present  motion,  without  taking  notice, 
that  we  are  now  upon  a  point  that  may 
some  time  or  other  equally  afect  every 
civil  magistrate,  and  every  community  in 
the  kingdom.  If  the  Lord  Provost  of 
Edinburgh  was  guilty  of  any  fault  during 
the  time  of  this  unhi^py  riot,  it  was  of  too 
much  rashness,  and  too  mudi  zeal,  in  ex* 
posing  his  person  and  character  in  order 
to  suppress  it.  For  my  share.  Sir,  I  can- 
not see  what  view  the  Lord  Provost  could 
.  have,  if  he  did  not  act  with  seal  and  in 
good  earnest,  to  expose  both  his  own  life, 
and  that  of  his  friends,  in  his  repeated  en- 
deavours to  suppress  the  riot :  and  had  I 
been  in  his  case.  Sir,  1  doubt  venrmucfa  if 
I  had  gone  so  &r  as  he  did.  I  know  the 
behaviour  of  the  gentleman  who  was  lord 
mayor  of  London,  when  a  mob  happened 
upw  tha  amaiyeisary  of  tlie  memeiable 


Excise  Bfll^beiqg  set  aside,  has  been  men, 
tioned  upon  this  occasion :  but  all  the 
wiwld  condemned  that  gentieman  for  ex* 
posing  his  person  so  much  as  he  did  to  die 
fury  dfthe  populace,  and  liiere  was  not  s 
fnend  he  had  but  Uamed  him  Ibr  his  rash* 
ness.  But  setting  aade  all  tiiese  coou- 
derations,.Sir,  I  think  that  our  proceed* 
ing  by  BiUs  of  this  nature  has  so  daneeroui 
a  tendenqrt  that  though  I  did  thidt  the 
subjects  of  the  Bill  guihy,  I  should  never 
pive  my  vote  for  proceedung  against  then 
m  this  manner.  It  may  1m  apreoedeot, 
Sir^  fiir  a  future  minister  te  wreck  his  in* 
dignation  upon  any  civil  magistrite;  but 
we  have  no  room  to  ioMgineuiathe  woolii 
bring  aiamr  such  Bill  against  another  mi- 
nister, let  nim  hate'  him  never  so  rauchi 
because  that  may  be  a  preparative  for 
serving  himself  in  the  same  manner  by  s 
sucoe^ing  minister  who  is  in  power,  ssd 
who  hates  him. 

Snr  Roimt  Walpde  said : 

Sir;  Ever  smce  I  had  the  honour  tout 
in  this  House,  I  never  heard  any  sffiur 
monedi^Mttsionately  exanuned  into,  more 
candidly  discussed,  and  more  patiently  st- 
tended  to,  than  the  present,  especially  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  country  where  this 
scene  of  murder  and  rebellion  happeoed; 
and  indeed,  as  I  stand  affected  in  the  pre* 
sent  ouestion,  I  could  be  ahnost  tempted 
to  widi,  that  the  gentibmen  of  that  ooun* 
try  had  defended  the  caoae  of  their  city 
and  its  magistrates  with  less  doqoeooe  SDd 
calmness  than  they  have  done,  and  at  the 
same  time  that  some  other  gentlemen  had 
behaved  with  more  decency  and  temper; 
for  after  the  impartial  bemmour  of  this 
House,  Sir,  in  the  preset  question,  1 
cannot  see  the  good  t^dency  of  these  in* 
flammatory  speeches  that  have  been  thrown 
out  by  some  gentiemen  upon  this  occa* 
sion.  For  my  part.  Sir,  I  oisdam-  the  dis* 
tinctiOB  that  \m  been  made  betwixt  civQ 
magistrate  and  theminiBter  of  state,  and,  I 
hope,  I  never  have  given  any  grounds,  by 
my  bdiaviour  as  a  minister,  to  ima^e  1 
would  have  a  regard  tb  any  such  distinc* 
tion.  And  I  am  sure.  Sir,  the  bdiavionr 
of  die  ministry  upon  this  occasion,  can 
^ive  no  room  for  any  of  these  inflammatoiy 
msinuations.  Thesubfect  of  die  present 
Bill  was  dioug^t  to  be  in  the  other  House 
of  so  important  a  nature,  that  they  q>eDta 
great  dead  of  the  present  session  in  the  eza* 
mination  of  this  af&ur,  and  have  sent  down 
tiie  Bill  to  oa  in  the  shape  it  is  at  present 
We  ourselves,  Sir,  after  a  long  aadpaiafid 
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,  lave  Ibmd  tliereliM  been  a 
crael  Harder  and  a  rebeffion  comnittecl  in 
tbat  dtf  •  There  h  no  gentleman  bat 
most  own,  that  theae  are  two  crhnea  that 
Mdtt  to  be  severely  pankhed,  upon  not 
OD^  the  aothoia^  but  even  upon  such  as 
in  the  most  diitant  manner  were  their 
ibetton*  And,  %,  from  tfie  conree  of 
erideDce  that  has  been  laid  before  this 
Hoose,  I  caa  with  a  good  conscience  sav, 
that  had  the  towns  of  Bristol,  Norwich, 
&C.  or  aoT  of  our  great  incorporations  iu 
Eo^and,  behaved  in  the  manner  the  m»> 
gistnteisiid  citiaens  of  Edinburgh  did  on 
tiiepnwnt  occasion,  I  should  nave  been 
asfiirwtrdas  any  gentleman  in  this  House 
toh8?e  inffictedi  aa  severe,  if  not  a  severer 
punuhmeiit  upon  them,  than  what  is  im- 
plied by  this  Bffl  against  die  other.  In 
durt,  Sir,  I  think  that  we  should  err 

nail  prudence  and  good  politico, 
we,  without  once  commitdng  it, 
reject  the  present  BilL  If,  after  it  it  com- 
oitted,  gentlemen  should  think  fit  to  make 
ndi  smendmenta  upon  it  as  may  leave 
tbpmilq^  of  tile  incorporation  en  Edin- 
batgh  untouchedy  and  remit  the  most 
penal  part  ot  the  punishment  of  the  l^ord 
noTost;  and  if  these  amendments  should 
be  founded  upon  reason  and  equity,  I  shall 
bj  no  means  be  af^st  them:  .but  in  the 
aean  time  I  bewtily  vote  fon  oommittinff 
tiieBilL  ^^ 

Mr.  Wfdier  Plunmer  said,  he  was  of 
ipmieii  there  could  nothing  new  come 
OQt  in  debate,  when  the  Bill  should  be  com- 
mitted, that  did  not  then  appear :  and  that 
tt  they  had  heard  the  evidence  examined, 
lie  thought  there  was  no  occasion  to  take 
^e  House's  time  longer  about  it  at  this 
winced  season.  For  since  they  had  no 
odier  nde  to  go  b^  m  the  present  affiur, 
tban  what  arose  from  the  evidence ;  and 
tt  that  appeared  so  lame,  that  not  a  smgle 
PpKit  was  proved  against  the  Provost  or 
^'^^  of  Edinburgh,  he  was  of  opinion 
VKj  could  do  nothmg  more,  agreeable  to 
^^  or  reason,  or  to  the  lK>nour  and 
^ty  of  pariiancDty  than  to  drop  the 

Upon  a  dhriaimi  of  124  against  118,  it 
^  mdved,  that  the  Bill  should  be  com- 
ojitted.  It  was  next  resolved,  that  the 
Hwae  would  on  the  Monday  resolve  it- 
^If  into  the  said  Committee.  It  was  at 
^  proDosed,  that  the  House  should  next 
^  KtoWe  itsdf  mto.  the  said  Committee ; 
^*«ne  members  took  notice,  that  next 
^1  bein^  die  10th  of  June,  they  thought 
i^tferj  mipropeff  day  for  them  to  go  into 


a  CoBsaiitteo  en  such  a  Bill.  The  some 
of  the  Btll,  as  it  then  stood-,  was  for  ae-» 
moHshing  the  ports,  and  dismissing  the 
guard  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  lliose  very 
ports,  and  that  very  guard,  which  had  en- 
abled Uiat  city  to  keep  ^e  Pretender  out 
in  1715 ;  and  for  doing  this  they  were  to. 
chuse  that  very  day  which  was  celebrated 
by  all  Jacobites  as  the  Pretender's  birth« 
day.  This  they  thought  was  not  very 
prudent;  it  would  be  a  matter  of  triumpb 
to  all  Jacobites,  who  would  not  fail  to  re* 
present  it  as  a  judgment  to  the  city  of 
Edinburgh  for  shutting  their  gates  against 
their  lawful  and  rightful  sovereign,  as  Ja- 
cobites were  pleased  to  call  the  Pretender 
to  his  Majesty's  crown  and  kmgdoms. 
This  consideration,  they  hoped,  would 
have  some  weight  against  agreeing  to  that 
part  of  the  Bill,  when  they  went  into  a 
Committee  upon  it;  but  they  took  notice  of 
it  at  that  time  only  to  prevent  the  House'tf 
going  into  a  Committee  upon  such  a  Bill  ot» 
such  a  day.  For  this  purpose  they  hoped 
it  would  be  of  sufficient  weight;  axid  diat 
therefore  no  gentleman  would  insist  upon 
the  House's  going  into  a  Committee  upon 
that  Bill  till  Mondav  then  next. 

June  1%  The  House  having  resolved 
itself  into  the  said  Committee,  we  pream- 
ble and  every  clause  of  the  Bill  was  op^ 
posed,  and  upon  each  there  was  a  distinct 
debate,  several  of  which  were  pushed  so 
vigorously,  and  with  so  much  success  by 
the  opposmg  party,  that  the  Bill  not  only 
changed  its  name,  but  in  some  manner  its 
form. 

Nay,  in  tKe  Committee,  the  Bill  run  a 
very  great  riric  of  being  lost;  for  aAer  all  the 
Amendments  had  been  made,  the  Bill  then 
appeared  to  be  so  very  diftrent  from 
what  had  been  sent  them  by  the  Lords^ 
that  when  a  motion  was  made  for  report* 
ing  the  Bill  with  the  Amendments  to  the 
House,  the  same  was  strenuously  opposed; 
and  after  along  debate,  when  the  question 
was  put,  the  division  was  ISO  for  reporting, 
and  190  against  it ;  so  that  it  came  to  t£a 
casting  vote  of  colonel  Bladen,  who  was 
chairman  of  the  Committee,  and  who  save 
his  vote  in  favour  of  the  BID.  But  £ere 
was  another  circumstance  which  contri- 
buted to  the  passing  of  tliis  Bill,  or  rather 
prevented  its  being  lost ;  for  at  that  very 
time,  when  this  equal  division  happened^ 
Mr.  James  Erskine,  and  the  Solicitor  Oe» 
neral  for  Scotland,  were  both  in  the  House 
of  Peers  engaged  as  counsel  in  the  hear* 
ing  of  an  appeal  there ;  iHiich  ]i>oth  of  them 
endeavourea  as  much  as  they  could  to 
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We  put  off,  in  order  that  th^  floight  be 
present  in  the  Commons ;  but  mis  request 
was  refused;  and  as  both  had  often  before 
declared. themselves  against  eTenr  part  of 
this  Bill,  it  is  probable,  if  they  had  been 
present,  they  would  have  voted  against 
reporting  it,  which  would  have  prevented 
its  being  in  the  chairman's  power  to  do 
what  he  did.  , 

The  motion  bein^  thus  carried  for  re^ 
porting  the  Bill  with  the  Amendments, 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the 
next  morning ;  and  colonel  Bladen  having 
accordingly  reported  the  Amendments 
that  day,  the  first,  which  was  that  for 
leaving  out  the  several  clauses  for  demo- 
lishing the  Nether-Bow  Port,  and  for 
taking  away  the  guard  of  the  city  of  Edin- 
burgh, was  read  a  second  time,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House ;  then  the  other  Amend- 
ment made  by  tlfe^ Committee,  being  the 
clause  for  imposing  a  fine  upon  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  city  of  Edmburgh,  was 
read  the  second  time ;  and  a  motion  being 
made  for  re-committing  that  Amendment, 
after  a  Ions  debate,  the  question  was  put, 
and  carried  in  the  negative,  by  144  to  12S 
after  which  the  Bill  was  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  tiftie  next  morning. 
^  June  IS.  llie  Bill  was  read  a  third 
time;  arfler  which,  a  motion  was  made 
for  passing  the  Bill ;  and  upon  the  ques- 
tion oeing  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  affir* 
mative  by  126  to  101;  and  colonel  Bladen 
was  ordered  to  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Lords, 
and  acquaint  them,  that  the  House  had 
agreed  to  the  same  with  some  Amendments, 
to  which  tbey  desired  their  concurrence, 
which  were  agreed  to,  and  the  BiU  passed 
into  an  Act. 

Proceedinos  relating  to  THJB  Plat- 
house  Bill.*]     May  20.    Sir  Robert 

*  **  A  Bill  passed  in  this  session  for  restrain- 
itig  the  number  of  Playhouses  that  had  been 
so  lately  and  so  -  justli^  complained  of,  and  for 
■ubjpcHnff  all  dramatical  performances  exhi* 
bit^  on  the  statue,  Vt  a  license  from  th«  lord- 
charoberlain  of  hi«;  Majesty's  hoasebold,  before 
they  could  be  act<^.  liie  first  part  of  this 
Bill  was  agreeable  to  the  sentiments  and  de- 
aires  of  the  city  of  London,  and  of  all  the  se- 
date, industrious  part  of  the  nation  ;  and  the 
power  of  licencinsf  added  rery  little  to  that 
which  the  lord-chsmberlains  of^  the  honsehold 
had  immemorially  enjoyed  and  exercised.  The 
truth  is,  the  minister  and  his  friemls  had  been* 
past  all  sufterance,  provoked  U^  exhibitiont* 
upon  the  theatre ;  and  a  needy  Writer*  who  had 
•omposed  j4  kind  of  aoiusdy  mrbm  ianttltiid 


Walpole  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  BOl 
**  To  explain  and  amend  so  muth  of  an 
Act,  made  in  the  12th  year  of  the  reign  o£ 
queen  Anne,  intituled^  *  An  Act  for  re- 
*  ducing  the  laws  relating  to  rmies,  vaga- 
'  bonds,    sturdy  beggarsi  and  vagranu, 

them  still  more,  had  artfully  foond  means  to 
cooYey  it  into  bis  bands  in  hopes  of  receiviozi 
coDsiderable  sum  for  suppressing  it.  Botne 
was  deceived ;  for  the  mmister,  by  produciog 
and  reading  some  part  of  it  in  the  House,  made 
it  an  argftiment  for  falling  upon  some  more 
effectual  method  fw  regdiatintr  the  stas^f, 
which  wtaoroposed  to  be  doiKTbjr  the  Bill  iu 
questioo.  This  was  opposed  by  bis  enemies, 
who  represented  it  as  an  indinect  violatioD  of 
the  liberty  of  the  press ;  and  the  earl  of  Cbes- 
tertield  opposed  it  as  suchhy  a  speech,  in  which 
all  the  powers  of  eloquence  were  displayed  to 
the  otmost  advanta^,  both  in  composition  and 
delivery.  The  Bdl,  however,  passed  both 
Houses ;  nor  has  the  public  yet  felt  any  of  tlie 
melancholy  ^flfects  that  were  foretold  upon  its 
being  earned  into  execution."    Tindal. 

^  **  The  next  effort  of  the  minister  was  ob< 
liqoely  lerelled  at  the  liberty  of  the  press,  which 
it  was  much  for  his  interest  to  abridge.  The 
errors  of  his  couduct,  the  mystery  ortbat  cor- 
ruption which  he  had  so  successfully  reiJuced 
to  a  system,  and  all  the  blemishes  of  bis  ad- 
ministration, had  been  exposed  and  ridiculed, 
not  oUly  in  political  penodical  writinefs  pro* 
daoad  by  the  most  eraineDt  hands,  but  likewise 
in  a  succession  of  theatrical  pieces,  which  met 
with  uncoBimon  sucoeas  among  the  people. 
He  either  wanted  iudgment  to  distioguish  men 
of  eenius,  or  could  fmd  none  that  wotud  engage 
in  his  service :  he,  therefore,  employed  a  set 
of  wretched  anthers,  void  of  nnderBtanding  and 
ingenuity.  They  undertook  the  defencs  of  his 
ministry,  and  answered  the  aoimadversioDS  of 
his  antagoaisls.  The  match  was  so  extremely 
unequal,  that,  instead  of ^puttfying  his  condoct, 
tbey  exposed  it  to  additional  ridicule  and  ood* 
tempt ;  and  heaaw  himself  in  daiigtr  of  being 
despised  by  the  whole  nation.  He  resolved  t^ 
seize  the  first  opportunity  to  chqak  those  canals 
through  which  tue  torrent  of  censure  bad  flow- 
ed upon  his  character.  The  manager  of  a 
playhouse  commnntcated  to  him  a  manuscript 
farce,  intituledrTiie  Ctolden  Rump,  which  was 
fraught  with  tteason  and  abuse  upoa  the  go* 
vemment,  and  had  been  presented  to  the  stage 
for  exhibition.  This  performance  was  ftp- 
duced  in  the  House  x>f  Commons.  The  minis- 
ter  descaate<l  upon  the  insolence,  the  malice, 
the  immorality,  and  the  seditious  calumny, 
whic.  had  been  of  late  propagated  in  theatri- 
cal pieces.  A  bill  was  brought  in  to  limit  the 
number  of  playhouses ;  to  subject  all  ^If^^J*"^ 
writers  to  the  inspection  of  the  lord-chamoer- 
lain  J  and  to  compel  them  to  take  out  a  licence 
for  every  prodoction  before  it  eouW  appear  on 
the  fUge.  .  Notwitbitandiog  a  f igfAous  of^ 


into  one-Act  of  RdSameat;  and  for  tlie 
more  eSactuaUy  punishing  such  rogues, 
sboodsi  sturdy  bemcs,  and  vagrants, 
lendiDg  than  wmther  they   ought 

■tioBfthis  bill  passed  through  both  Houses 
with  extnoniioary  dispatch,  and  obtained  the 
roysl  sasdioo.  In  this  debate  the  earl  of  Cbes- 
tttfieid  iTistlDgaiahed  himself  by  an  excellent 
fpeerif  that  will  e?er  endear  bis  character  to 
aif  tht  ftwods  of  genius  and  literature,  to  all 
tfaose  wbo  are  warmed  with  zeal  for  the  liber- 
tiea  of  their  country.  His  arguments  had  no 
effeet,  tboogh  tbe  House  admired  bis  elocution ; 
and  tbe  Plajpbouse  Bill  passed  into  a  law." 

Smollet. 

TufiUoming  curuna  Accmtnt  of.  the  Origin 
fii  Prcgreu  of  the  PUnfhoiue  Billf  it 
given  by  Mr.  Coate^  in  hit  MtmoirtrfSir 
lUert  Waipotk : 

'*  An  act  of  this  session,  which  is  commonly 
doMDiiiated  tbe  Playhouse  Bill,  has  exposed 
the  Duoister  to  no  less  obloc|ay,  from  subse- 
f^i  writers,  than  bis  opposition  to  the  i«duc- 
tiraofioterest. 

"  Those  who  thus  load  him  with  iudiscrimi- 
Bite  censure,  and  impute  this  act  solely  to  his 
'  deipotic  ioBueoce,'  have  not  paid  due  atteo- 
tMo  to  tbe  history  of  tbe  English  sfaige,  to  tbe 
power  of  tbe  lord-cbamberlain  over  the  players 
t»d  theatrioal  representations,  and  to  the  opi- 
aioQ  of  tbe  most  moderate  and  best  informed' 
B^^ftttrates  at  the  period  of  passing  this  act, 
Tbicb  has  been  so  much  calumniated,  and  so 
iwleaoderstood. 

*'  h  if  needless  to  discuss  the  question  oon- 
<^<Dg  the  necessity  of  fixing  some  bounds  to 
ifte  liceotiousness  oi  the  stage.  The  necessity 
^ut  be  allowed,  except  by  those  who  tfamk  it 
°^%  to  subject  to  public  mockery,  law,  ^• 
TcniiiMQt,  and  religion,  and  to  expose  magis* 
^!^i  judges,  and  aiogs,  to  tlie  personalities  of 
^re,  buffoonery,  and  low  mimicry.  In  all 
veil  reflated  gorernments,  the  fact  has  been 
penally  admitted,  and  wheroYer  it  has  not 
nen  adopted,  the  most  fatal  consequences  bare 
followed.  E?en  the  freest  democracy  which 
pliapa  erer  existed,  that  of  Athens,  after  bav- 
H  experienced  the  effects  of  unrestrained  li- 
^tioQSDess  in  their  theatrical  performances, 
^d  it  necessary  to  rem^Mhe  eril,  and  to 
oait  tbe  stage  within  the  f^Blaries  of  com- 
iBOQ  decency  and  justice.    ^^^ 

*'  It  appears  from  the  history  of  the  English 
^^  that  DO  period  ever  existed  when  it  was 
^fubjeet  to  saperinteudence,  when  players 
*crc  not  licensed,  and  when  plays  wierenot  re« 
^ed  and  amended^  allowed,  or  rejected. 
^^  the  reign  of  Henry  the  8th,  the  power 
^^">periDtenuin^  the  king's  hunting  parties, 
^  direction  of  th^  comedians,  musicians, 
Mother  royal  serraots,  appointed  either  for 
^  or  recreation,  was  exclusirely  Tested  in 
ibelordebamberiaio. 
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to  be  sent,  as  relates  to  common  play« 
era  of  interludes."  This  Bill,  whi^h 
was  passed  into  a  law,  and  remains  still 
in  force,  was  ordered  by  the  House  of 

'*  Under  him,  and  suljectto  his  controul, 
was  an  liiferior  officer,  who  exerted  himself  on 
particular  occasions  for  the  purpose  of  regulat- 
ing pageants,  public  festivals,  and  masquerades. 
This  man  was  csUed  by  the  fanciful  names  of 
the  *  Abbot  of  Misrule,*  or  *  Lord  of  Pastimes.* 
But  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  8tb,  this  tempo- 
rary office  was  rendered  regular  and  perma- 
nent by  letters  patent,  and  called  the  office  of 
'  Master  of  the  Revels.*    [<  Officium  magistri 

*  jocorum,  revelorum  et  mascorum.'] 

**  Under  Elizabeth,  some  wise  regulations^ 
with  the  advice  of  Walsingham,and  co-operation 
of  Burleigh,  were  inade  for  allowing  the  use, 
but  correcting  the  abuse  of  the  stage  ;  parti- 
cularly, when  the  earl  of  Leicester  obtained  the 
first  general  licence  for  his.  theatrical  servants 
to  act  stage  phiys  in  aigrpart  of  England,  a 
proviso  was  added  in  the  patent,  eojoinmg  that 
'  all  comedies,  tragedies,  interludes,  and  stage 

*  plays  should  be  examined  and  allowed  by 
<  the  Master  of  Ihe  Revels.'  Thus  that  autho- 
rity which  was  bdbre  coniiQed  to  the  pastimes 
of  the  court,  was  now  extended  to  the  theatri- 
cal exhibitions  of  the  whole  kingdom. 

**  During  bet*  reign  also,  the  privy  council 
exercised  an  authority,  legislative  and  execu- 
tive, over  the  dramatic  world.  They  opened 
and  shut  playhouses;  gave  and  recalled  li-  . 
cences;  appointed  the  proper  seasons  when 
plays  ouffht  to  be  presented  or  with-held  ;  and 
regulated  the  conduct  of  the  lord  mayor  of 
London,  and  the  vice-chancellors  of  Oxford 
and  Cambridge,  with  regard  to  plays  and  play- 
ers. The  privy  council  gare  Tilney ,  the  master 
of  the  revels  in  1589,  two  coadjutors,  a  states- 
man and  a  divine,  to  assist  him  in  reforming 
comedies  and  tragedies. 

"  These  prudent  regulations,  and  the  wisdom 
with  Which  they  were  exercised,  were  attended 
with  the  most  beneficial  eflfects.  The  master 
of  the  revels,  by  regulating  the  stage,  and  re- 
straining the  number  of  theatres,  gave  greater 
respectability  to  the  profession  of  a  player,  and 
the  genius  ot  the  drama  expanded  and  soared  • 
to  a  greater  height,  although  its  limits- were 
contracted  and  its  fii^ht  circumscribed. 

**  Had  notth^e  wise  regulations  taken  place, 
Shakespeare  misfht  have  confiued  to  burlesque 
farces  and  low  buffoonery,  those  vast  powers  of 
invention  and  description  which  his  own  lan- 
guage can  alone  adequately  delineate  : 

'  The  poet's  eye  io  a  fine  frenzy  rolling, 
'  Glances  from  heav*n  to  earth,  from  earth  to  beav'n, 

*  And  as  imagination  bodies  forth 

*  The  forms  of  things  unknown,  thte  poefs  pen 

*  Turns  them  to  shape,  and  gives  to  airy  tiothiof 
'  A  local  habitatioli  and  a  name.' 

*'  By  the  wise  and  tempei^te  use  Which  the 
master  of  the  roteis  made,  of  his  power,  bis 
weight  and  influence  iacosased,  and  he  gra- 
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Commons'  to  be  prepared  and  brought 
in  on  Friday  the  20th  of  May;  and 
was  occasioned  by  a  farce  called  4he 
Golden  Rmnp,  wmch  had  been  brought 
to  the  then  master  of  the  theatre  in  Lm- 
coln's-Inn-FieldSy  who,  upon  perusal,  fouivi 

dually  appropriated  to  himaelf  the  t^^rpater  part 
of  that  authority  which  had  belonfj^  to  the 
lord  cbainherlain.  Dnrin^  the  latter  oart  of 
the  reurn  of  James  the  1st  ao<l  Charles  the  Ist, 
it  was  helil  by  sir  Henry  Herhert,  neariy  allied 
to  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  lord  chamlierlain : 
under  his  prudent  mana^r>ment  the  reputation 
and  consequence  of  the  office  increased,  and 
prtidored  tbe  most  salutary  effects,  nntil  his 
functions  were  whslly  suspended,  by  the  troa- 
Mes  and  confusion  of  the  civil  wars,  and  the 
fanaticism  of  the  republicans. 

<^  On  the  restoration  of  Charles  the  8nd,  the 
master  of  the  rereb  endeavoured  to  re  assume 
his  former  authority  but  met  with  flkuperable 
•ppoaition  from  the  proprietors  and  mana^^rs 
of  the  king's  and  duke*s  companies,  one  of 
whom  had  obtained  a  fresh  licence  to  act  {days, 
the  other  a  renewal  of  a  former  grant.  In 
Tain  the  nwster  of  the  revels  applied  to  the 
courts  of  justice  for  redress ;  in  vain  he  appeal- 
ed' to  the  sovereign,  or  to  the  lord  chamber- 
lain ;  lie  yrta  neither  supported  by  the  one>  or 
countenanced  by  the  other;  his  authoritv, 
though  not  overthrown,  was  considerably  shak- 
en, and  hi»  regulations  were  combated  and 
despised. 

*'  During  this  suspension  of  his  power,  the 
particular  differences,  pretensions,  or  com- 
plaints, were  generally  settled  by  tbe  personal 
interference  of  the  king  and  duke,  or  referred 
to  the  decision  of  the  lord  chamberlain.  In 
consequence  of  this  relaxation  of  authority,  and 
the  libertine  character  of  the  court,  the  theatre 
was  disgraced  by  ^e  grossest  ribaldry  and  ob- 
scenity, and  the  Cist  authors  vied  who  should 
produce  the  most  licentious  comedies.  Ladies 
couM  not  venture  to  attend  a  new  play  with- 
out masks,  then  daily  worn,  and  admitted  into 
the  pit,  the  side  boxes,  and  the  gallery. 

<'  On  the  death  of  sir  Henry  Herbert,  the 
mastership  of  the  revels  was  conferred  on 
Charles  Killigrew,  manager  of  the  king's 
company.  The  union  of  these  two  functions 
increased  the  evil,  and  the  smallest  check  was 
not  imposed  on  the  glaring  immorality  of  the 
stage. 

*<  At  the  Revolution,  the  power  of  the  lord 
chamberlain  over  the  theatre  was  revived  with- 
out restriction.  He  opened  and  shot  play- 
houses, imprisoned  and  licenced  players,  cor- 
rected and  rejected  plays.  Under  him  the  mas- 
ter of  tbe  revels  seems  to  have  recovered  some 
part  of  his  fbrtner  power,  and  to  have  had  his 
shar^  in  the  revolutions  of  U^  theatre.  He 
revised  and  sanctioned  plays, flp  his  aid  greatly 
contributed  to  the  eefebreted^qpqnest  which 
Jeremy  Collier,  by  the  publication  of  hie  sliort 
f  iew  of  the  stage,  obtoined  over  the  immoraUty 


it  was  designed  as  a  libel  upon  the  lo- 
yemmenty  and  therefore,  instOMiof  havug 
it  acted,  he  carried  it  to  a  gendeman  con- 
cerned in  the  administration,  and  he  hav* 
ing  communicated  it  to  some  other  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Commons,  it  was 

of  tbe  drama.  In  this  publication,  the  moit 
profane  and  obscene  pasaagss  in  several  mo- 
dem plays,  which  had  been  written  by  Drv- 
den,  Vanbruffh,  Wycherly,  Congreve,  and  the 
moat  admired  dramatic  authors,  were  detected 
and  ezpooe<l.  The  truth  of  his  observationj^ 
which  all  the  wit  and  talents  of  the  authori 
who  were  deservedly  chastised  coold  not  ooq- 
trovert,  produced  a  surprising  effect ;  a  gene- 
ral nutery  was  raised  against  the  licendousiiea 
of  the  stage;  and  king  William  sent  the  follow- 
tirder  to  the  playhouses :  *  His  majesty  being; 
'  informed,  that  notwithstanding  an  order  made 

*  in  June  1697,  by  tbe  earl  of  Sitnderlaml,theD 
'  lord  chamberlain  of  the  kmir's  household,  to 
'  prevent  tbe  profaneness  and  immorality  of 

*  the  stage,  aevemi  plays  have  lately  been  act- 

*  ed,  containing  several  exprsssions  contrary  to 

*  religi«m  and  good  manners :  and  whereas  tbs 

<  master  of  the  revels  hath  represeoted,  that, 
'  in  contempt  of  the  said  order  the  acton  did 

*  neglect  to  leave  out  such  profine  and  inde- 

*  cent  expressions,  as  he  had  thoogfht  proper  to 

*  be  omitted :  therefore,  it  is  hia  majesty's  plea- 

<  sure,  that  they  shall  not  hereafter  presume  to 

<  act  any  thing  in  any  play,  contrary  to  reli- 

<  gion  Snd  good  manners,  as  they  shall  aoswer 
'  at  their  utmost  peril.*  At  the  same  time,  the 
master  of  the  revels  was  commanded  not  to  li- 
cence any  pi  ay  a  containing  irreligious  or  im- 
moral expressions,  and  to  give  notice  to  the 
lord  chamberlain,  or  in  hia  absence  to  the  vice- 
chamberlain,  if  the  players  presumed  to  act 
any  thip|^  which  be  bsd  struck  out. 

"  But  this  reformation  did  not  continue  km^ 
in  Its  full  force.  As  soon  as  the  first  awe  and 
panic  of  the  actors  had  subsided,  the  stage 
nearly  relapsed  into  ite  former  immorality,  all 
attempts  to  reform  it  became  tbe  object  of 
ttisatncal  wit,  and  were  ridicmled  in  plays,  pro« 
logfues,  and  epilogues.  Although  the  new  plavt 
were  u^ally  more  decent  and  moral,  yet  the 
oW  plays  were  frequently  acted,  without  beisg 
freed  from  their  exceptionable  passages. 

*•  Either  in  consequence  of  the*  proceed- 
ings, or  of  somgl^utes  which  aroso  between 
tlie  actors  of  i^^Byal  theatres,  and  produced 
the  desertion  of^e  principal  performers  from 
Drury  Lane  \o  the  Haymarket,  tbe  nuisam» 
of  playbotises,  and  the  conduct  of  the  per* 
formers,  became  ko  flagrant,  that  a  Bill,  in  iht 
twelfth  year  of  quern  Anne,  inclu<!ed  pl»y«f«» 
who  acted  without  a  legal  settiemeot  in  the 
places  where  they  perlbimed,  among  vagn'nts, 
and  subjected  them  to  the  same  penaltia  «• 
rogues  and  vagabonds.  Bnt  before  the  benefi- 
cial effects  of  this  ad  could  have  time  to  ope- 
rate, the  death  of  tiM  queen  prsdusedaatv 
icTolutiou  in  tbe  drafluk 
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Kflokfed  to  move  for  ksre  to  bring  in  a 
BOl  for  piefenting  any  such  attempt  for 
Uie  fiitore;  and  the  motion  being,  at  we 
hsre  taid^  complied  with,  the  %ill  was 
brmigfat  in  00  the  24th,  and  passed  through 
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"  Son  iflo- the  aooefltiOQ  of  Geor^  Uu^  1st, 
Ibe  p9vw  of  the  master  of  the  rvrels,  which 
bad  ben  eoosiilerBbljr  drcuDMcrihed,  was  aU 
moitiiioibUttod;  a  new  patent  was  iiyudici- 
oody  gnoted  to  sir  Richard  Steel,  Colley  Cih- 
ber,  aod  Boodi,  for  acting  plays  without  sub- 
JKtiogthem  to  the  licence  or  revision  of  any 
•ikcr. 

**  Ifi  oooseqnence  of  this  gnmt,  the  master 
of  the  rerds  was  abridged  of  bis  power,  and 
Mnadsd  of  his  dues,  and  his  emolaments  were 
ic^oeed  to  a  soiall  salary  from  the  excheqaer, 
tolodipDgB  in  Somerset  House,  and  toooca- 
soBilfeet. 

"  At  the  death  of  Charles  Killigrew,  the 
•ficc,  thosmntilated,  was  conferred  on  Charles 
Hnir^  Lee,  and  the  decline  of  his  power  was 
MfficNiitly fbewn  by  the  growing  licentiousneu 
•f the  itife,  and  the  numerous  pieces  which 
oiMed  fqually  against  religion,  decency,  and 

*'  AJiboofrfa/iQ  all  the  letters  patent  for  act- 
lag  pl»^  since  the  time  of  Charles  the  First, 
00  mcaiioo  was  made  of  tlie  lord  chamberlain, 
^et  be  vas  still  considered  as  possessini;  an  ab- 
niutf,  though  an  undefinable  aothority  orer 
tbe  rtage,  which  he  had  occasionally  exerciaed. 
The  peiforroanoe  of  several  theatrical  pitfces 
^  Men  prevented,  particularly  Lucius  Junius 
BmtoB,  a  proliMrue  of  Dry  den  to  the  Prophetess, 
Hary  queen  of  Scotland,  and  recently  Polly, 
tbe  seqiid  to  the  Bej;f;ar's  Opera. 

"  But  as  this  exercise  of  his  power  had  been 
ilnys  attended  with  much  unpopularity,  it 
*as  iddooi  exerted .  N  umerous  theatres  were 
ecctfd  ID  different  parts  of  the  mefropolb,  in 
*Wh  tbe  actors  performed  without  licence  or 
utboriiy.  To  prevent  this,  several  attempts 
vac  nude  to  enforce  the  laws  then  existing. 
^  actor,  who  performed  on  tlie  theatre  of  the 
HayiDarket,  without  licence,  was  taken  from 
il^suge,  by  the  warrant  of  a  justice  of  peace, 
sad  uMumiited  to  Bridewell,  as  comiuff  under 
^pciudiyof  the  vafirrant  act.  The  legality 
of  ibe  commitment  was  disputed ;  a  trial  en- 
>«d;  it  wu  decided,  that  the  comedian  being 
ilwosekeeper,  and  havins^ftote  for  electing. 
ntnnbers  of  imrliasMftt,  daHP^  oome  within 
^  ^'tacriutaon  of  tbe  saidTR;  and  be  was 
^"diaigHl  amidst  the  loud  acclamations  uf  the 
FtBlaoe.  The  issoe  of  this  trial  gave  foil 
*^  to  the  licentiousness  of  the  suge,  aud 
^  away  all  hopes  of  restraining  the  number 
•fphyhwaes. 

*'  From  dib  representation  of  tbe  state  of  the 
*un,  it  is  evident,  that  some  reformation  was 
'""li^pcmably  necessary.  The  oMuister  him- 
airind  long  seen  that  necessity.  The  obloquy 
^^pnraoed  him  was  not  confined  to  the 
P«>  the  stage  wasmadatha  tehick  of  the 


both  Houses  with  such  dispatch^  that  it 
was  ready  for  the  royal  assent  by  the  8th 
of  Jime;    and  accordingly  receired  the 
royal  assent  on  the  21st« 
^In  both   Houses,  we  are  told^  there 

most  malignant  sarcasms,  not  expressed  in  the 
elevated  tone  of  tragedy,  or  couched  in  senti- 
ments and  language  perceptible  only  to  mea 
of  refined  understandings ;  but  his  person  was 
brought  on  the  stage,  ois  actions  maliffned, 
his  measures  misrepresented  and  arraigned,  and 
ht«  conduct  made  the  sport  of  the  populace,  ia 
all  tbe  petulance  of  vulgar  farce,  be  was  un«^ 
vvilling,  however,  to  make  this  a  persooal  con- 
sideration, but  rather  a  pnhlic  and  national  ques* 
tion,  in  which  the  ij^ood  of  ^e  law,  constitution, 
'igion,  and  morality,  was  intimately  involved; 


and  such  an  opportunity  seemed  to  present  it^ 
self,  when  Sir  John  Barnard  brought  in  a  Bill 

*  To  restrain  the  number  of  houses'lbr  pUyiog 

*  of  interlines,  and  for  th%better  regulating  of 

*  common  pUyers  of  intariudes.' 

"  On  representing  the  mischiefs  which 
theatres  had  done  to  the  city  of  London,  by 
corrupting  yooth,  encouraging  vice  and  do- 
bauchery,  and  greatly  prejudicing  trade,  the 
proposal  was  at  first  received  wiUi  oonteippt 
ami  ridicule,  until  it  was  seconded  by  Sandys, 
Pulteney,  and  warmly  supported  by  the  mims- 
ter  himself.  It  was  observed  by  a  member,  in 
the  course  of  tbe  debate,  that  there  were  at  that 
time  not  less  than  six  theatres  in  London.  The 
House  being  fully  convinced  of  the  necessity  pf ' 
the  Bill,  leave  was  given  to  bring  it  in  without 
a  single  dissenting  voice.  It  was  accordini^ly, 
on  tbe  Sd  of  April,  presented,  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed ;  notwithstanding  pe- 
titions against  it  from  the  proprietor  of  the 
theatre  in  Goodman's  Fields,  and  from  the 
master  and  comptroller  of  the  revets,  h  was 
read  a  second  time  on  the  14th  of  April. 

"  The  minister  oonceived^is  to  be  a  favour- 
able opportunity  of  checkio);  the  daring  abuse 
of  theatrical  representation,  which  hail  arrivdl 
to  a  most  extravagant  height.  It  was  nro- 
posed  to  insert  a  clause,  to  ratify  and  conmrm, 
if  not  enlarge  tbe  power  of  the  lord  chamber- 
lain, in  licensing  plays,  and  at  the  sainctima 
insinuated  to  the  House,  that  unless  this  addi- 
tion was  made,  the  king  would  not  pass  it 
But  sir  John  Barnard  strongly  objected  to  this 
clause.  He  tledared  that  the  power  of  tha 
lord  charo^Hain  was  already  too  ffreat,  and 
had  been  often  wantonly  exercised,  particu- 
larly in  the  prohibition  of  Polly.  Heahould 
therefore  withdraw  this  Bill,  and  wait  for  an- 
other opportunity  of  introducing  it,  rather 
than  establish  by  law  a  power  in  a  sini^le  offi- 
cer so  much  under  the  dirction  of  tlie  crown  ; 
a  power  which  might  be  exercised  in  an  arbi- 
trary manner,  and  consequently  attended  with 
mischievous  efWMji. 

"  The  attemj^nsf  sir  John  Barnard  having 
thns  tailed,  the  immorality  of  the  drama  in« 
cmscd,  snd  tha  most  iadsceat,  ssditiotti,  and 
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were  lon^  debates,  and  jpeat  oppositkni 
to  this  Bill  b  every  step  it  made.  In  the 
Houa&  of  Lords, 


t» 


The  Earl  t>f  CkeOerfieU  spoke  aniait 
iheBiUasfoHows: 
My  Loidtf ;  The  BiH  now  be&re  you  I 


blasphemous  pieces  were  performed,  end  r^ 
sorted  to  with  incredible  eageroess.  Arooi^ 
Aose  who  principally  sopported  this  low  n- 
baldry  was  the  celebrated  Henry  Fielding,  who, 
though  he  neyer  shone  in  the  higher  line  of 
perfect  comedy,  wrote  these  dramatic  satires 
in  a  stile  agreeable  to  the  populace.  One  of 
his  pieces,  called  Pasquin,  which  was  acted  io 
the  theatre  at  the  Haymarket,  ridiculed,  in  the 
grossest  terms,  the  three  professions  of  diri- 
nity,  law,  and  physic,  and  s^tive  pfeneral  offence 
to  persou^  of  rooraltey.  *  Religion,  laws,  go-* 
<  vernmrat,  pnest,4^dges,  and  ministers,'  ob- 
senres  Colley  Gibber, '  were  laid  flat  at  the  feet 

*  of  the  Herculean  satirist,  this  Drawcansir  in 

*  wit,  who  spared  neither  friend  nor  foe,  who  to 

*  to  ma¥e  his  poetical  fameimmortaLJike  ano- 

*  tber  Eroslratus,  set  fire  to  hb  stagV^by  writ- 
'  ing  up  to  an  act  of  parliament  to  demoKsb  it.' 

"This  piece  was  peculiarly  offensive  to  the 
minister,  because  it  contained  many  personal 
allusions  and  ioTectives.  But  as  he  was  not 
willing  to  employ  the  power  Of  goremment  in 
a  mere  temporary  prohibition  of  this  and  otlier 
performances,  fvhich  would  have  been  ex- 
tremely unpopular,  and  not  attended  with  per- 
manent effects,  he  wished  to  avail  himself  of 
the  present  flagrant  abuse,  to  prevent  future 
representations  so  disgraceful  and  indeco« 
roo8. 

^ "  In  the  course  of  the  session,  an  opportu- 
nity offered,  which  he  did  not  omit  to  seize. 
Gifiard,  the  manager  of  Goodman's  Fields 
theatre,  br«iught  to  him  a  farce,  called  <  The 

*  Golden  Rump,'  which  bad  been  proposed' for 
exhibition ;  but  it  is  uncertain  whether  the  in- 
tentions of  the  manager  were  to  request  bisad- 
▼ioe  on  this  occasjap,  or  to  extort  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney to  prevent  itn^)resentation. 

*'  The  minister,  however,  paid  the  profits 
which  might  have  accrued  from  the  perform 
maoce,  and  detained  the  copy.  He  then  made 
extracts  of  the  most  exceptionable  passages, 
abounding  in  profaneness,  sedition,  and  blas- 
phemy, and  submitted  them  to  several  mem- 
bers of  both  parties,  who  were  shockixl  at  the 
extreme  licentiousness  of  the  piece,  and  nm- 
mised  their  support  to  remedy  the  evil.  With 
their  advice,  concurrence,  and  promise  of  co- 
operation, he  read  the  several  extracts  to  the 
House,  and  a  general  conviction  prevailed,  of 
the  necessity  of  patting  a  check  to  the  repre- 
sentation of  such  horrid  effusions  of  treason  and 
blasphemy.  He  acted,  bowerer,  with  bis 
usual  prudence  oo  this  occasion.  He  did  not 
bring  forward,  as  is  generally  supposed,  an 
act  fbr  subjecting  all  plays  to  the  licence  of  the 
lord  chamberlain,  and  restruMu^  the  number 
of  playhouses,  but  contrivcd^pStrod nee  it  by 
ameniling  the  Tagrant  act. 

«*  The  Bill  was  called,  <  A  Bfll.to  exphiin 

*  and  amend  so  much  of  an  met,  made  in  die 


*  ISth  year  of  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  inti- 

*  tuled,  An  Act  for  redudng  the  laws  itlatiag 
<  to  rogues,  vagabonds,  stunty  beggars,  and  f  i« 

*  grants,  sod  sending  them  whhhertbey  ooght 

*  to  be  sent,  as  relates  to  the  oommos  playcti 

*  of  interiodes.'  Leave  was  aooordiogly  i(ivn 
to  bring  it  in,  and  Pelbam,  Dodington,  Howe, 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  the  Aitomey  and  So- 
licitor Geoeral,  were  ordered  to  prepare  it 
During  its  rapid  progress  through  the  Hoose^ 
certain  amendments  were  made,  and  two 
danaes  were  added.  The  first,  which  occt* 
sioned  so  much  obloquy,  empowered  the  lord 
chamberlain  to  probitat  the  reprssentatioo  of 
any  theatrical  performances,  and  cooftpetted  aH 
persons  to  sand  copies  of  any  newplajrs,  puti 
added  to  old  pla^rs,  prologues  and  epikvaa, 
fonrtceo  days  before  they  were  acted,  and  sol 
to  perform  them,  under  forfeitare  of /.50, 
and  of  the  licence  of  the  boose.  The  seeoad, 
which  is  said  to  bsTO  been  added  at  the  instip- 
tion  of  sir  John  Barnard,  operated  in  restrua* 
ing  the  number  of  playhooses,  by  eojoiDiDg, 
that  no  person  should  be  authorised  to  act  a- 
cept  within  the  libeities  of  the  citv  of  Wist^ 
minster,  and  where  the  King  should  re- 
side. 

"The  Bill  is  i^erally  said  to  have ^ 
warmly  opposed  in  both  Houses ;  but  it  is  re-  j 
markable  that  no  trace  (exceptbg  the  speech 
of  lord  Chesterfield)  of  this  opposition  is  to  be 
found  in  the  periodical  publications  of  the  times, 
which  are  filled  with  accounts  of  the  other  de- 
bates. It  is  also  certain,  that  not  a  single  Vt- 
titioo  was  presented  against  it,  and  not  a  single 
division  appears  io  the  journals  of  either  House. 
Striking  proofs,  if  any  were  still  wanting,  to 
shew  the  general  opinion  in  favour  of  its  oe- 
cessity. 

<*  the  dispatch  with  which  it  was  carried 
through  both  Houses,  affords  additional  evi- 
dence that  it  scarcely  met  with  any  resistance. 
The  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brooght  in  oo  the 
SOtb  of  May,  read  the  34tb,  a  second  time  oo 
S.'ytb,  and  committed  Io  the  whole  House ;  or- 
dered to  be  reported,  with  ameodmenU,  on  the 
26th,  reported  on  the  S7tb,  all  amendments 
but  one  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  ;  passed  on  the  first  of  June,  and  Mr. 
Pdham  ordered  to  carry  it  to  the  Lords.  It 
was  read  the  first  time  on  the  same  day,  the  se- 
cond time  on  the  9d,  after  a  debate,  carried  in 
the  affirmative ;  the  third  time  on  the  6th,  retora- 
ed  to  the  Commons  on  the  8tb,  without  any 
amendments,  and  received  the  royal  assent  oo 
the  21st. 

<«  It  is  most  probable  that  lord  Cbester6eld 
alone  spoke  against  the  Bill,  and  that  his  speech, 
so  deservedly  admired,  has  been  repeated  t^ 
subsequent  writers  who  copy  each  other,  until 
a  violent  opposition  to  the  iHeasait  has  been 
supposed*,  winch  neter  tskted.'* . 
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apprdiori  to  be  ef  ^a  very  extnuirdinaryy 
a  nxj  dongeroiia  nature.  -  It  aeems  de- 
^ednotoDlraaa  re»traint  on  tke  licen- 
doosnesB  of  the  stage,  but  it  will  prore  a 
most  ar^itiaiy  restraint  on  the  liber^  of 
the  stage;  and,  I  fear,  it  looks  yet fiuther, 
I  fear  iitends  towards  a  restraint  on  the 
fibertjiif  the  press,  which  will  be  a  long 
stride  tovsrds  the  destruction  of  liberty 
itoelf:  It  is  not  only  a  Bill,  my  Lords,  of 
a  Terr  extraordinary  nature,  but  it  has 
been  wought  kk  at  a  very  extraordinary 
season,  sad  pushed  with  most  extraordi* 
Dsiy  dispatch.  When  I  considered  how 
nearit was  to  the  end  of  the  session,  and 
how  \aog  this  session  had  been  protracted 
b^ond  the  usual  time  of  the  year ;  when  I 
coDsidered  that  this  fiill  payssed  through 
the  other  House  with  so  mudi  preci- 
pitancy, as  even  to  get  the  start  of  a  Bill 
which  deserved  all  the  respect,  and  all  the 
^tch,  the  forms  of  either  House  of 
Parliament  could  admit  of,  it  set  me 
upon  inquiring,'what  could  be  the  reason 
for  introducing  this  Bill  at  so  unseason- 
able a  time,  fmd  pressme  it  forward  in 
a  manner  so  very  singiwuf  and  uncom- 
moo.  I  have  made  all  possible  inquiry, 
and  as  yet,  I  roust  conlte,  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  find  out  the  great  occasion.  1  have,  it 
is  true,  kerned  from  common  report  with- 
Sttt  doora,  that  a  most  seditious,  a  most 
heiooos  fiurce  had  been  oiil^ed  to  one  of 
the  theatres,  a  farce  for  which  the  authors 
ooght  to  be  punished  in  tiie  most  ex- 
emplary maimer.  But  what  was  the  con- 
Kquence?  The  roaster  of  that  theatre 
behaved  as  he  was  in  duty  bound,  and  as 
cofflmon  prddeoce  directed.  He  not  only 
rtfiued  to  bring  it  upon  the  sti^,  but 
csrried  it  to  acertain  honourable  gentleman 
io  ^administration,  as  the  surest  method 
of hsvine  it-  absohitely  suppiressedi  Could 
^  be  the  occasion  of  introducing  such  an 
extraordinary  Bill,  at  such  an  extraordi- 
ntry  seasoa,  and  pushing  it  in  so  extraor- 
<iii»ary  a  manner  ?  Surely  no.  The  duti- 
fol  b|^aviour  of  the  players^  the  prudent 
cstttion  they  shewed  upon  that  occasion, 
«a  never  be  a  reason  for  subjecting  them 
to  such  an  arbitrary  restraint :  it  is  an  ar- 
gumm  in  their  mvour,  and  a  material 
<ne,  in  my  opinion,  against  the  Bill.  Nay 
ftrther,  if  we  consider  all  circumstances, 
it  is  to  me  a  ftjl  proof  that  the  laws 
DOW  in  being  are  sufficient  for  punishing 
*a«e  players  who  shall  venture  to  bring 
^y  seditious  libel  upon  the  stage,  and 
^nsequently.  sufficient  for  deterring  all 
(vyen  from  acti&g  aay  thing  that  may 


httvelthe  least  tendency  towards  giving  sr 
rcaaonabie  o&nce. 

I  do  not,  my  Lords,  pretend  to  be  a 
l8wyer,Ido  not  pretend  toknow  perfect^ 
the  power  and  extent  of  our  laws,  but! 
have  conversed  with  those  that  do,  and  by 
them  I  have  been  told,  that  our  laws  are 
sufficient  for  punishing  any  man  that  shall 
dare  to  represent  upon  the  stage,  what 
may  appear,  either  by  the  words  or  th^ 
represantation,  to  be  blasphemous,  sediti* 
ous,  or  inunond.  I  must  own  indeed,  I 
have  observed  of  1^  a  remarkable  licen- 
tiousness in  the  stage.  There  have  but 
very  lately  been  two  plays  acted,  which 
one  would  have  though^hould  have  given 
the  greatest  ofience,  and  yet  both  were' 
sdfered  to  be  often  represented  without 
disturbance,  without  censure.  In  one% 
the  aut|^r  thought  fit  to  represent  the 
three  great  pro^ssions,  religion,  physic, 
and  law,  as  inconsistent  wish  common 
sense.  In  the  otherf ,  a  most  tragical 
story  was  brought  upon  the  stage,  a  oatasx 
trophe  too  recent,  too  melancholy,  and 
of  too  solemn  a  nature,  to  be  heard  of  anj 
where  but  from  the  pulpit.  How  thcase 
pieces  came  to  pass  unpunished,  I  do  not 
know ;  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  it  was  not 
for  want  of  law,  but  fbr  want  of  prosecu* 
tion,  without  wluch  no  law  can  oe  made 
effectual.  But  if  there  was  any  neglect 
in  this  case,  I  am  conviaced  it  was  net 
with  a  design  to  prepare  the  minds  of  the 
people,  and  to  make  them  think  a  new  lasr 
necessary. 

Our  stage  ought,  my  Lords,  certainly  to 
be  kept  within  due  bounds,  but  for  this^  our 
laws, as  they  stand  at  present,  are  sufficient; 
if  ourstageplayers  at  any  time  exceed  those 
bounds,  tiiey  ought  to  be  prosecuted,  they 
may  be  punished;  we  have  precedents,  we 
have  exanipies  of  persons  having  been 
punished  for  thiuj^  less  criminiu  than 
either  of  the  two  pieces  I  have  mentioned. 
A  new  law  must  tnerefore  be  unnecessary, 
and,  in  the  present  case  it  cannot  be  un- 
necessary without  being  dangerous ;  every 
unnecessary  restraint  on  licentiousneaa 
is  a  fetter  upon  the  legs,  is  a  shackle  upon 
the  hands  of  liberty.  One  of  the  greatest 
blessings  we  enjoy,  one  of  the  greatest 
blessings  a  people,  my  Lords,  can  enjoy, 
is  liberty ;  but  every  good  in  this  life  has  . 
its  alloy  of  evil:  licentiousness  is  the  alloy 
of  liberty ;  it  is  an  ebullition,  an  excres- 
cence ;  It  is  liapeck  upon  the  eye  of  the 


*  Pasqain,  a  comedy. 
^  t  King  Charioathe  Firsts  a  tragedy^ 
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filayery?  Can  it  be  suppoied;  that  a  pv« 
liament  of  Great  Britain  will  so  muco  as 
risk  the  latter,  for  the  sake  of  aYoidmg  the 
former. 

Surely 9  my  Lorcb,  this  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pectedy  were  the  licentiousness  of  the  staee 
much  greater  than  it  is ;  were  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  our  laws  more  obvious  than  can 
be  pretended ;  but  when  we  comnlain  of 
the  licentiousness  of  the  stage,  and  of  the 
insufficiency  of  our  laws,  I  fear  we  have 
more  reason  to  complain  pf  bad  measures 
in  our  polity^  and  a  general  decay  of  ? ir- 
tue  ana  morality  among  the  peo[de.  In 
public  as  well  as  private  life,  toe  only  waj 
to  prevent  being  ridiculed  or  censured,  is 
to  avoid  all  ridiculous  or  wicked  measures, 
and  to  pursue  such  only  as  are  virtuous 
and  worthy.  The  people  never  endeavour 
to  ridicule  those  they  love  and  esteem, 
nor  will  they  suffer  them  to  be  ridiculed: 
if  any  one  attempts  it,  the  ridicule  returns 
upon  the  author ;  he  makes  himself  only 
the  object  of  public  hatred  and  contempt. 
The  actions  or  behaviour  of  a  private  man 
may  pass  unobserved,  and  consequeptlj 
unapplauded,  uneensured ;  but  the  actions 
of  tnose  in  high  stations,  can  neither  pass 
without  notice,  nor  widiout  censure  or 
applause ;  and  therefore  an  administra- 
tion, without  cisteem,  without  authority 
among  the  people,  let  their  power  be  never 
so  great,  let  their  power  be  never  so 
arbitrary,  will  be  ridiculed ;  the  severest 
edicts,  tne  most  terrible  punishments,  can- 
not prevent  it.  If  any  man  therefore 
thinks  he  has  been  censured,  if  any  roan 
thinks  he  has  been  ridiculed,  upon  an^ 
of  our  public  theatres,  let  him  examine  his 
actions,  he  will  find  the  cause;  let  him  alter 
his  conduct,  he  will  find  a  remedy.  As  no 
man  is  perfect,  as  no  roan  is  infaUible,  the 
greatest  may  err,  the  most  circumspect 
may  be  guilty  of  some  piece  of  ridiculous 
behaviour.  It  is  not  licentiousness,  it  is 
an  useful  liberty  always  indulged  the  stage 
in  a  free  country,  that  some  great  men 
may  there  meet  with  a  just  reproof,  which 
none  of  their  friends  will  be  free  enough, 
or  rather  faithful  enough,  to  give  them. 
Of  this  we  have  a  famous  instance  in  the 
Roman  history.  The  great  Pompey,  after 
the  many  victories  he  had  obtained,  and 
the  great  conquests  he  had  made,  had 
certainly  a  good  title  to  the  esteem  of  the 
people  of  Rome  ;  yet  that  great  man,  by 
some  error  in  his  conduct,  became  an  ob- 
ject of  general  dislike;  and,  therefore,  in 
the  representation  of  an  old  play,  when 
Diphilus,  the  actor,  came  to  repeat  these 
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political  body,  which  I  can  never  touch 
out  with  a  gentle,  with  a  trembling  band, 
lest  I  destroy  the  body,  lest  I  injure  tlie 
eye  upon  which  it  is  apt  to  appear.  If 
tne  stage  becomes  at  any  time  licentious, 
if  a  play  appears  to  be  a  libel  upon  the 
government,  or  upon  any  particuur  man, 
the  King's  courts  are  open,  the  flw  is  suf- 
ficient for  punishing  the  offender  ;  and  in 
this  case  the  person  injured  has  a  singular 
advantage ;  he  can  be  under  no  difficulty 
td  prove  who  is  the  publisher ;  the  players 
themselves  are  the  publishers,  ana  tnere 
can  be  no  want  of  evidence  to  convict 
them. 

But,  my  Lords,  suppose  it  true,  that  the 
laws  now  in  being  are  not  sufficient  for 
putting  a  check  to,  or  preventing  the 
licentiousness  of  the  stage ;  suppose  it  ab- 
solutely necessary  some  new  law.  should 
be  made  for  that  purpose ;  yet  it  must  be 
granted,  that  such  a  law  ought  to  be  ma- 
turely considered,  and  every  clause,  every 
8entence,nay,  every  word  of  It,  well  weighed 
and  examined,  lest,  under  some  ofuiose 
methods  presumed  or  pretended  to  be  ne- 
cessary for  restraining  licentiousness,  a 
rer  should  lie  concealed,  which  mi^ht 
afterwards  made  use  of  for  giving 
a«ddngerou8  wound  to  liberty.  Such  a 
law  ouffht  not  to*be  introduced  at  the 
dose  of  a  session,  nor  ought  we,  in  the 
passing  of  such  a  law,  to  depart  from  any 
of  the  forms  prescribed  by  our  ancestors 
for  preventing  deceit  and  surprise.  There 
is  such  a  connection  between  licentious- 
ness and  liberty,  that  it  is  not  easy  to  cor- 
rect the  ore,  without  dangerously  wound- 
ing the  other;  it  is  extremely  hard  to  dis- 
tinguish the  true  limit  between  them ;  like 
a  changeable  silk,  we  can  easily  see  there 
are  two  different  colours,  but  we  cannot 
easily  discover  where  the  one  ends,  or 
where  the  other  begins.  There  can  be 
no  great  or  immediate  dan^r  from  the 
licentiousness  of  the  stage:  1  hope  it  will 
not  be  pretended,  that  our  government 
may,  before  next  winter,  be  overturned  by 
such  licentiousness,  even  though  our  stage 
were  at  present  under  no  sort  of  legal  con- 
troul.  Why  then  may  we  not  delay  till 
next  session  passing  any  law  against  the 
licentiousness  of  the  stage  ?  Neither  our 
government  can  be  altered,  nor  our  con- 
stitution overturned,  by  such  a  dela^ ;  but 
by  passing  a  law  rashly  and  unadvisedly, 
our  constitution  may  at  once  be  destroyed, 
and  our  government  rendered  arbitrary. 
Can  we  then  put  a  small,  a  short  lived  in- 
convenience in  the  balance  with  perpetual 
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wo^  <No8trft  miBeria  ta  ea  Magnus,' 
die  auiience  iinmediatel j  applied  them  to 
Pooopej,  who  at  that  tiine  was  as  well 
kiMwii  by  the  name  Magnus,  as  by  the 
name  Pompey,  and  were  so  highly  pleased 
with  the  ntire,  that,  as  Cicero  says,  they 
made  the  actor  repeat  the  words  a  hun- 
dred times  over.  An  account  of  this  was 
immedtttelysentto  Pompey,  who,  instead 
of foeDting  it  as  an  injury,  was  so  wise  as 
to  tab  it  for  a  just  reproof;  he  examined 
ius  conduct,  he  altered  his  measures,  he 
regained  by  degrees  the  esteem  of  the 
people,  and  then  he  neidier  feared  the  wit, 
nor  felt  the  satire  of  the  stage.  This  is 
ID  emnple  which  ou^t  to  be  followed  b? 
neat  men  in  all  countries.  Such  aca* 
dents  will  often  happen  in  every  free  coun- 
tnr,  and  many  such  would  probably  have 
ifterwards  happened  at  Rome,  if  they  had 
continued  to  enjoy  their  liberty ;  but  this 
ioct  of  liberty  in  the  stage  came  soon  after, 
I  suppose,  to  be  called  licentiousness ;  for 
we  are  told  that  Augustus,  after  having 
established  his  empire,  restored  order  in 
Rome  bj  restraining  licentiousness.  God 
forbid!  we  should  in  this  country  have 
order  restored,  or  licentiousness  restrained,  i 
It  so  dear  a  rate  as  the  people  of  Rome 
paid  for  it  to  Augustus. 

In  the  case  I  have  mentioned,  my  Lords, 
it  was  not  the  poet  that  wrote,  for  it  was 
sn  old  pky;  nor  the  playets  that  acted, 
ftw  they  only  repeated  the  words  of  the 
play;  it  was  the  people  who  pointed  the 
Btire;  and  the  case  will  always  be  the 
ame:  when  a  man  has  the  misfortune  to 
^T  the  hatred  or  contempt  of  the  people, 
*^n  public  measures  are  aespised,  the  au- 
dience will  apply  what  never  was,  what  could 
^  be  designed  as  a  satire  on  the  present 
^"^  Nay,  even  though  the  people 
>^ld  not  apply,  those  who  are  consci- 
^  of  guilt,  those  who  are  conscious 
<>^the  wickedness  or  weakness  of  their  con- 
duct, wiU  take  to  themselves  what  the  au- 
thor never  designed.  A  public  thief  is  as 
^  to  take  the  satire,  as  he  is  apt  to  take 
we  money,  which  was  never  designed  for 
"Jn»'  We  have,  an  instance  of  this  in 
j^  case  of  a  famous  -comedian  of  the 
«t  age;  a  comedian,  who  was  not  only 
^  g^  poet,  but  an  honest  man,  and 
1  quiet  and  good  subject :  the  famous 
Moliere,  when  he  wrote  his  Tartuffe, 
»iuch  is  certainly  an  excellent  and  a  ^ood 
"loral  comedy,  did  not  design  to  ^satirize 
*\y  great  man  of  that  age ;  yet  a  sreat 
•jn  in  France  at  that  time,  took  it  to  nim- 
^  a&d  faacied  tbe  author  had  taken  him 


as  a  model  lor  one  of  the  principal,  and 
one  of  the  worst  characters  in  that  co- 
medy ;  by  ^ood  luck  he  was  not  the  lioen* 
ser,  otherwise  the  kingdom  of  France  luul 
never  had  the  pleasure,  the  happiness  I 
may  say,  of  seeing  that  play  acted ;  but 
when  theuplayers  first  proposed  to  act  it 
at  Pans^lBe  had  interest  enough  to  ^et  it 
forbid.  Moliere,  who  knew  himself  mno-* 
cent  of  what  was  laid  to  his  charge,  com- 
plahied  to  his  patron  the  prince  of  Conti, 
that  as  his  play  was  desiffned  only  to  ex- 
pose hypocrisy,  and  a  mlse  pretence  to 
religion,  it  was  very  hard  it  should  be  for- 
bid being  acted;  when  at  the  same  time 
they  were  suffered  to  expose  religion  itself 
every  night  publicly  upon  the  Italian 
stage:  to  which  the  prmce  wittily  an- 
swered, *  It  ib  true,  Moliere,  Harlequin 

*  ridictdejs  Heaven,  and  exposes  religion ; 

*  but  you  have  done  much  worse-— you 

*  have  ridiculed  the  first  minister  of  reli- 

*  gion.* 

I  am  as  much  for  restraming  the  licen- 
tiousness of  the  stage,  and  every  other  sort 
of  licentiousness,  as  any  of  your  lordshipa 
can  be ;  but,  my  Lords,  I  am,  I  shall  al- 
ways be  extremely  cautious  and  fearful  of 
maJdng  the  least  mcroachment  upon  liber- 
ty ;  and  therefore,  when  a  new  law  is  pro- 
posed against  licentiousness,  I  shall  always 
DO  for  considering  it  deliberately  and  ma- 
turely, before  I  venture  to  give  my  consent 
to  its  being  passed.  This  is  a  sujfl|pcient  rea- 
son for  my  being  against  passing  this  Bill  at 
BO  unseasonable  a  time,  and  in  so  extraor- 
dinary a  manner ;  but  I  have  many  rea- 
sons for  being  i^;ainst  passing  the  Bill  it- 
self, some  of  which  I  shall  beg  leave  to  ex- 
plain to  your  lordships.  The  Bill,  my 
Lords,  at  first  view,  may  seem  to  be  'de- 
signed only  against  the  stage ;  but  to  me 
it  plainly  appears  to  pomt  somewhere  else. 
It  is  an  arrow  that  aoes  but  glance  upon 
the  stase,  the  mortal  wound  seems  design 
ed  against  the  liberty  of  the  press.  Bv 
this  bill  you  prevent  a  play's  being  acted, 
but  you  do  not  prevent  its  being  printed  ; 
therefore,  if  a  licence  should  be  refused 
for  its  being  acted,  we  may  depend  on  it, 
the  play  will  be  printed.  It  will  be  printed 
and  published,  my  Lords,  with  the  refusal 
in  capital  letters  on  the  title  paee.  Peo- 
ple are  always  fond  of  what  is  forbidden. 
LiM  prohmti  ai«  in  all  countries  dili- 
gently and  generally  sought  after.  ItwiU 
be  rau^  easier  to  procure  a  refusal,  than 
it  ever  was  to  procure  a  good  house,  or  v 
good  sale ;  therefore  we  may  expect,  that 
plays  will  ba  wrote  on  purpose  to  have  a 
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refusal;  diis  will  certainlyprocure  «  good 
house»  or  a  good  sale.  Tdus  will  satires 
b«  spread  and  dispersed  tl^ough  the  whole 
juUioB,  and  thus  everj^  man  in  the  Idngdom 
may,  and  probably  willi  read  foir  sixpence, 
what  a  few  only  could  have  seen  acted, 
and  that  not  under  the  expence  of  half-a- 
crown.  We  shall  then  be  uJK^  What! 
wiH  you  allow  an  infamous  libel  to  be 
printed  and  dispersed,  which  you  would 
not  allow  to  be  acted  i  You  mwe  agreed 
to  a  law  for  preventing  its  being  acted, 
can  you  refuse  your  assent  to  a  law  for 

freventing  its  being  printed  and  published  ? 
should  really,  my  Lords,  be  glad  to  hear 
what  excuse,  what  reason  one  could  give 
for  being  asainst  the  latter,  after  having 
agreed  to  the  former;  for,  I  protest,  I 
^cannot  suggest  to  myself  the  least  shadow 
of  an  excuse.  If  we  agree  to  the  Bill  now 
before- us,  we  must,  perhi^  next  session, 
agree  to  a  Bill  for  preventing  any  plays 
being  printed  without  a  licence.  Then 
satires  will  be  wrote  by  way  of  novels, 
secret  histories,,  dialogues,  or  under  some 
such  title ;  and  Uiereupon  we  shall  be  told, 
What !  will  you  allow  an  infiunous  libel  to 
ba  printed  and  dispersed,  only  because  it 
does  not  bear  the  title  of  a  puiy  ?  Thus, 
my  Lords,  from  the  precedent  now  before 
IM9  we  shall  be  induced,  nay  we  can  find 
no  reason  for  refusing,  to  lav  the  press 
vnder  a  general  licence,  and  then  we  may 
bid  adieu  to  the  liberties  of  Great  Britain. 
But  suppose,  my  Lords,  it  were  neces- 
sary to  make  a  new  law  for  restraining  the 
licentiousness  of  the  stage,  which  f  am 
very  &r  from  granting,  yet  I  shall  never 
be  m  establishing  sach  a  power  as  is  pro- 
posed by  this  Bill.  If  poets  aAd  players 
$X9  to  be  restnuned,  let  them  be  restrain- 
ed as  other  subjects  are,  by  the  known  laws 
of  their  country ;  if  they  offend,  let  them 
be  tried,  as  eveij  Engliuunan  ought  to  be, 
by  God  and  their  country.  Do  not  let  us 
subject  them  to  the  arbitraiy  will  and 
l^easure  of  anv  one  man.  A  power  lodg- 
ed in  the  hands  of  one  single  man,  to  judge 
and  determine,  without  any  limitation, 
without  any  controul  or  appeal,  is  a  sort 
of  power  unknown  to  our  laws,  inconsis- 
tent with  our  constitution.  It  b  a  higher, 
a  more  absolute  power  than  we  trust  even 
to  the  King  himself;  and,  therefore,  I 
must  think,  we  ought  nat  to  vest  any  such 
power  in  his  Majesty's  lord  chamberlain, 
when  I  say  this,  I  am  sure,  I  do  not  mean 
to  give  the  least,  the  most  distant  offence 
So  the  noble  duke*  who  now  fills  the  post 
■i  '  '  I  •       I  ■  II  ■ 

•  ThedukeofGnftoD. 


of  lord  diamberlaia :  his  natitf^  candour 
and  love  of  justice,  would  not,  I  biow, 
permit  him  to  exercise  any  power  but  with 
the  strictest  regard  to  the  rules  of  justice 
and  humanity.  Were  we  sure  his  succes- 
sors in  that  high  oflBce  would  always  be 
persons  of  such  distinguished  merit,  even 
the  power  to  be  established  by  this  Bill 
could  give  me  no  further  alarm,  than  lest 
it  shoiUd  be  made  a  precedent  for  intro- 
ducing other  new  powers  of  the  same  na* 
ture.  This,  indeed,  is  an  alarm  which 
cannot  be  avoided,  which  cannot  be.pre* 
vented  by  any  h<^)e,  by  any  consideration : 
It  is  an  awm  which,  I  t^unk,  every  nun 
must  take,  who  has  a  due  regard  to  the 
constituticm  and  liberties  of  his  countiy. 

I  shall  admit,  my  Lords,  that  the  staire 
ought  not,  upon  any  occasion,  to  medola 
wiUi  politics,  and  n>r  this  very  reason,' 
among  tlie  rest,  I  am  a^nst  the  Bill  now 
before  us.    This  Bill  will  be  so  &r  from 

Sreventing  the  stage's  meddling  with  po- 
tics,  that,  I  fear,  it  will  be  tl^  occasioa 
ofitsmeddlins  with  nothing  else;  but  then 
it  will  be  a  political  stage  ex  parte.  It  will 
be  made  subservient  to  the  politics  and  the 
schemes  of  the  court  only.  The  licen- 
tiousness of  the  stage  will  be  encouraged 
instead  of  bemg  restrained ;  but,  like  court 
journalists,  it  will  be  licentious  only  against 
the  patrons  of  liberty,  and  the  protectors 
of  tne  people.  Whatever  man,  whatever 
party  opposes  the  court  in  any  of  their 
most  destructive  schemes,  will,  upon  the 
stage,  be  represented  in  the  most  ridicu- 
lous li^ht  the  hirelings  of  a  court  can  con- 
trive. True  patriotism,  and  love  of  public 
good,  will  be  represented  as  madness,  or 
as  a  cloak  for  envy,  disappointment,  and 
malice ;  whilst  the  most  Aagitious  crimes, 
the  most  extravaeant  vices  and  follies,  if 
they  are  fiishicmi^le  at  court,  will  be  dis- 
guised and  dressed  up  in  the  habit  of  the 
most  amiable  virtimsb  This  has  formerly 
been  the  case:  In  king  Charles  2d'8 
days,  the  playhouse  was  under  a  licence. 
Wliatwas  the  consequence?  Theplav* 
house  retflSled  nothing  but  the  politics,  the 
vices,  and  the  follies  of  the  court:  not  to 
exjpose  them ;  no,  but  to  recommend  them; 
though  it  must  be  granted  their  pcditicd 
were  often  as  bad  as  their  vices,  ana  much 
more  pernicious  than  tlieir  other  follies. 
It  is  true,  the  court  had,  at  that  time,  a 
great  deal  of  wit ;  it  was  then,  indeed,  fuU  < 
of  men  of  true  wit  and  and  great  humour ; 
but  it  was  the  more  dangerous ;  for  the 
courtiers  did  then,  as  thorough-paced 
courtiers  always  vttl  do^  they  sacrfficed 
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their  famKHir,  by  making  their  wit  aod  their 
httiBoiir  subfienrient  to  the  court  only; 
and  vhat  made  it  still  more  dangerous,  no 
man  could  appear  upon  the  stage  against 
them*  MTe  loiovr.  that  Dryden,  die  poet- 
laureat  of  that  reign,  always  represents  the 
cavaliers  as  honest,  brave,  merry  fellows, 
and  fine  gentlemen :  Indeed  his  fine  gen- 
rlfntaa,  as  he  generaUy  draws  him,  is  an 
athettdcal,  lewd,  abandoned  fellow,  which 
was  at  that  time,  it  seems,  the  fSuhionable 
riiaracier  at  court.  On  the  other  hand, 
he  ahraya  represents  the  dissenters  as  hj* 
pocritioal,  dissembling  rogues,  or  stupid, 
sensetesB  boobies.  When  the  court  had  a 
mind  to  fall  out  with  the  Dutch,  he  wrote 
his  Amboyna*,  ia  which  he  represents  the 
Dutch  as  a  pack  of  avaricious,  cruel,  un- 
grateful rascals :  and  when  the  Exclusion 
mU  was  moved  in  parliament,  he  wrote  his 
Duke  of  Guise  f ,  in  which  those  who  were 
fi>r  preKrving  and  securing  the  religion  of 
their  countnr,  were  exposed  under  the 
character  of'^  the  duke  of  Guise  and  his 
DBrty»  who  lett^ued  together  for  excluding 
Henry  4  of  France  from  the  throne,  on 
acooant  of  his  religion.  The  city  of  Lon- 
don, too,  was  made  to  feel  the  partial  and 
mercenary  licentiousness  of  the  stage  at 
that  time  ;  for  the  citizens  having  at  that 
time,  as  wdl  as  now,  a  mat  deaf  of  pro- 
perty,  they  had  a  mind  to  preserve  that 
propcnr^,  and  therefore  they  opposed  some 
of  tne  arbitrary  measures  whicm  were  then 
begun,  but  pursued  more  openly  in  the 
f<mowing  reign;  for  which  reason  they 
were  then  always  represented  upon  the 
itage,  aa  a  pared  of  designing  knaves,  dis- 
aemUinff  Imwcrites,  griping  usurers,— 
and  cocKolas  into  the  bargain. 

My  Lords,  the  proper  business  of  the 
stsge,  and  that  for  which  only  it  is  useful, 
Is  to  expose  those  vioea  and  follies,  which 
the  laws  cannot  lay  hild  of,  and  to  recom- 
mend those  beauties  and  virtues,  which 
Banisters  and  courtiers  seldom  either  imi- 
tate or  reward ;  but  by  laying  it  .under  a 
hoence,  and  under  an  arbitrary  court-li- 


*  «  This  is  not  quite  exact  The  Dutch 
War  began  in  1672.  The  play  was  acted  and 
prialed  m  1673."    Dr.Maiy. 

f  <<  This  was  certainly  a  party*play,  though 
■      '    ibted.    It 


die  oecasion  of  it  may  be  deal 
ifti  sppearanoe  in  1683,  and  was  fiolently  at- 
iMked  by  the  Whigs.  If  lord  Chesterfield  bad 
implkitly  adooted  the  opinions  of  his  gfrandta- 
Ibcr  Haikax,  he  would  scarcely  hare  spoken, 
ssbedMaheK,aftheSxthisionBiU/^  Dr. 
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cence  too,  you  will,  in  my  opinion,  en« 
tirely  pervert  ito  use ;  for  though  I  have 
the  greatest  esteem  for  that  noble  duke  in 
whpse  hands  this  power  is  at  present  de- 
signed to  fall,  though  I  have  an  entire  con* 
fidence  in  his  judgment  and  impartiality ; 
yet  I  mttf  suppose  that  a  leaning  towards 
the  fashmns  oi  a  court  is  sometimes  hard 
to  be  avoided.  It  may  be  very  difficult  to 
make  one  who  is  every  day  at  court  be- 
lieve that  to  be  a  vice  or  folly,  which  he 
sees  daily  practised  by  those  he  loves  and 
esteems,  l^y  custom  even  deformity  it- 
self becomes  familiar,  and  at  last  agree- 
able. To  such  a  person,  let  his  natural 
impartiality  be  never  so  great,  that  may 
appear  to  be  a  libel  against  the  court, 
which  is  only  a  most  just  and  a  most  ne- 
cessary sature  upon  the  fashionable  vicea 
and  follies  of  the  court/  Courtiers,  my 
Lords,  are  too  polite  to  reprove  one  ano^ 
ther ;  the  only  pUce  where  they  can  meet 
with  9sxy  just  reproof,  is  a  firee,  though  not 
a  licentious  stage;  and  as  every  sort  of 
vice  and  foUy,  generally  m  all  countries, 
begins  at  court,  and  from  thence  spreads 
through  the  country,  by  laying  the  stage 
under  an  arbitrary  colurt-licence,  instead 
of  leaving  it  what  it  is,  and  always  ought 
to  be,  a  gentle  scouige  for  tlie  vices  of 
great  men  and  courtiers,  you  will  make  it 
a  canal  for  propajgating  and  conveying 
their  vices  and  follies  through  the  whole 
kingdom. 

From  hence,  my  Lords,  I  think,  it  moat 
appear,  that  the  Bill  now  before  us  can* 
not  so  properly  be  called  a  Bill  for  re- 
strainins  licentiousness,  as  it  may  be  called 
a  Bill  tor  restraining  the  liberty  of  the 
stage,  and  for  restraining  it  too  in  that 
branch  which  in  all  countries  has-been  the 
most  useful ;  therefore  I  must  look  upon 
the  Bill  as  a  most  dangerous  encroadi* 
ment  upon  liberty  in  general.  Nay  fur- 
ther, my  I^rds,  it  is  not  only  an  encroach- 
ment  upon  liberty,  but  it  is  likewise  an 
encroachment  on  property.  Wit,  my 
Lords,  is  a  sort  of  property :  it  is  the  pro- 
perty of  those  that  have  it,  and  too  often 
the  only  property  they  have  to  depend  en. 
It  is,  indeed,  but  a  precarious  dependence. 
Thank  God!  we,  my  Lords,  have  a  de- 
pendence of  another  kind ;  we  have  a  much 
less  precarious  support,  and  therefore  can- 
not feel  the  inconveniencies  of  the  Bill 
now  before  us ;  but  it  is  our  duty  to  en<* 
courage  and  protect  wit,  whosoever's  pro- 

Kty  it  may  be.    Those  gentlemen  who 
e  any  such  proper^,  are  all,  I  hope, 
our  friends :  do  not  let  ua  subject  them  to 
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Royal  Highness  for  the  nuknner  in  which 
an  augmentation  of  his  revenue  had  been 
pushed  for  in  the  House  of  Commons; 
but  it'  is  certain  that  his  Majesty,  as  ap- 
peared by  his  Messages  to  the  two  Houses 
on  that   occasion,    thought   the   Prince 

^*^e  Prince  apologized  for  his  abrupt  de- 
palmare  to  the  Qneen,  who  went  the  next 
morning  to  visit  the  Princess.  He  observed, 
that  the  suddennesa  with  which  his  wile  waa 
seized,  rendei^  it  necessary  to  obtain  imme- 
diate assistance,  and  that  it  was  thought  roost 
prudent  to  return  to  London,  where  ^od  as- 
sistance was  to  be  obtained,  than  wait  till  the 
physicians  and  midwifes  could  arrive  at  Hamp- 
ton Court,  which  might  be  too  late ;  he  en- 
treated the  Qoeen  to  explain  to  Uie  King  the 
motives  which  induced  him  to  retire  from 
Hampton  Court,  without  intimating  his  de- 
sign, wluch  the  hurry  of  his  departure  had 
alone  prevented ;  and  he  professed  also  his  in- 
tention of  waiting  on  the  King  that  morning. 
The  Queen  advised  him  to  delay  this  visit  for 
a  few  days,  in  which  the  Prince  acquiesced. 
He  repeated  the  same  apology  to  sir  Robert 
IValpole  and  lord  Harrin|^on,  who  had  come  by 
the  King's  command  to  be  present  at  the  birth. 
The  King,  however,  was  not  moved  by  this 
justification,  but  resolved  to  express  his  resent- 
ment in  a  manner  no  less  public,  than  that  in 
which  he  conceived  the  indignity  waa  offered. 
A  draught  of  a  message  waa  accordingly  pre- 
pared by  sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  submitted  by 
him  to  the  consideration  of  the  lord  chancellor, 
lord  Wilmington,  and  lord  Harrington.  The 
chancellor,  with  a  Tiew  to  shew  great  tender* 
ness  to  the  situation  of  the  Princess,  and  to  gain 
time  for  conciliation,  before  the  moat  aggra- 
vating circumstances  of  the  rupture  were  ren- 
dered permanent,  and  incapable  of  modification, 
by  being  committed  to  writing,  disapproved  the 
draught,  and  proposed  another  in  more  soil 
and  gentle  terms. 

**  *  The  King  hath  commanded  me  to  ac- 
quaint your  royal  highness,  that  Ills  Majesty  is 
most  heartily  rejoiced  at  the  safe  delivery  of 
ihePrinoeeS)  but  that  on  account.of  certain  cir- 
cumstances in  your  royal  hi^hness's  behaviour 
relating  to  that  event,  which  have  given  his 
Majesty  just  offence,  he  thinks  it  not  proper  to 
see  you,  with  the  particular  reasons  whereof 
be  will  cause  your  royal  highness  to  be  ac- 
quainted in  doe  time.' 

**  Lord  Wilmington,  who  seldom  declared 
himself  explicitly  on  any  sulyect,  supported, 
however,  with  unusual  warmth,  the  original 
draught:  and  as  lord  Harrington  was  silent, 
the  chancellor's  alteration  was  rejected,  and 
the  original  earrietl.  On  the  dd  of  August, 
it  was  sent  to  the  Prince  by  lord  Essex,  the 
lord  of  the  bedchamber  in 'waiting,  and  con- 
tained these  words : 

" « The  King  has  commanded  me  to  acquamt 
Tour  royal  highness,  that  his  Majesty  most 
heartily  r^ioes  at  the  safe  delivery  of  the 
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was  forming  connections  no  way  fa* 
vourable  to  the  views  of  hia  mbistiy* 
Be  this  as  it  will,  the  Prince  oertsinly  sus- 
pected that  their  Majesties  would  take 
amiss  his  abrupt  departure  from  Hampton 
Court ;  for  when  the  Queen  and  the  Prin- 


PrinccM,  but  that  your  carrying  away  her 
royal  highness  from  Hampton  Court,  the  then 
residence  of  the  King,  the  Queen  and  the  fa- 
noily,  under  the  pains,  and  certain  indicatioof 
of  immediate  labour,  to  the  imminent  danger 
and  hazard  both  of  the  Princess  and  her  cbOd, 
after  sufficient  warnings  for  a  week  before,  to 
have  made  the  necessary  preparations  for  tiits 
happy  event,  without  acquainting  his  Majesty 
or  the  Queen  with  the  circumstancea  the  Pria* 
cess  was  in,  or  giving  them  the  least  notice  of 
vour  departure,  is  looked  upon  bv  the  Kio^to 
be  such  a  deliberate  indignity,  offered  to  btm- 
self  and  to  the  Queen,  that  he  has  commanded 
me  to  acquaint  vour  royal  highneas^  that  be 
resents  it  to  the  highest  degree.' 

**  In  reply  to  this  message,  the  Prince  wrote 
a  letter,  in  which,  after  expresatne:  his  ariortifi- 
cation,  at  having  displeased  the  King,  he  justi- 
fied bis  conduct,  repeated  the  aame  motives  as 
he  had  stated  to  the  Queen  in  |iersoii,  aad  re- 
quested permission  to  wait  upon  the  King  the 
next  morning.  This  request  having  been  re- 
jected, the  Prince  repeated,  in  anotlier  submis- 
sive letter,  his  earn^t  hopes  of  being  restored 
to  favour.  No  answer  was  return^  to  this 
application,  but  a  message  from  the  King  was 
conveyed  by  the  eari  of  Duomore,  apporoting 
the  baptism  to  |ie  performed  on  the  99th,  de- 
claring, that  he  should  Send  the  lord  cbaiioel- 
lor  to  stand  god- father  as  his  proxy.  Vie 
Queen's  lady  of  the  bedchamber  for  the  Queeo, 
and  desiring  the  Princess  to  appoint  one  of  ber 
ladies  of  the  bedchamber  to  represent  the  dowa- 

Ser  duchess  of  Saxe  Gotha,  the  other  god- mo- 
ler. 

*<  The  Prince  took  this  opportanity  to  reite- 
rate, both  to  the  King  and  Qneen,  his  apf^Ii* 
cation  for  pardon,  with  increaaing  eamestaatt 
and  humility.  His  entreaties,  however,  bad 
no  effect,  fhe  King  adopted  the  violent  reso- 
lution of  making  a  total  separation  betwsen  his 
family  and  that  of  the  Prince,  by  dismissiDg 
him  from  his  residence  in  the  palace  of  St 
James's.  In  taking  this  resolution,  he  was, }( 
net  confirmed,  at  l^et  not  opposed  by  (be  mi- 
nister. 

«<  The  prudence  and  moderation  of  the  cbto- 
cellor  saw  the  danger  of  aiich  a  sepaiatioa. 
However  disagreeable  his  interposition  oiigbt 
be,  both  to  the  King  and  Walpole,  he  thoogbt 
it  his  duty  to  prevent,  if  possible,' such  es^ 
mities.  With  this  view,  he  went  ever  to  Neiv 
Park,  and  bad  a  long  and  interesting  coaM- 
rence  with  sir  Robert  Waipole.  [Thiscoafi^ 
rence  is  given  verbatim  from  lord  Hardwioke* 
interesting  narrative  before  mentioaed.] 

'*  He  lakl  it  down  as  a  prind^e,  ttet  ia  tiss 
nice  affair,  two  great  points  w«e  always  lo  "^ 
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cesm  cvne  to  the  Urth,  he  laboured  to 
penoide  them,  thtt  all  that  had  happen- 
ed 1111  throQffh  the  uneertamty  or  the 
pb/adans  and  midtnfe  as  to  the  time  of 
the  ddirerj  of  the  Princeaa ;  and  he  re* 
peated  die  same  apology  to  lord  Harrtng- 


Fiivt,  the  leal  and  eneotial  iDterest 
of tk*  Kkg  and  his  fiiBily,  in  which  ftie  whole 
«f  ibe  kin^doai  was  iofolvcd;  and  next,  the 
foppwt  ot  that  authority  and  reverence,  which 
w  dae  to  his  Majea ty.  Tliat  it  was  the  duty 
ofkisaiDirtersaDd  senraals  to  endeaTonr  to 
coBbiae  hoth  these  views,  and  in  their  condnet 
wt  to  loas  aigfat  of  eidier.  That  he  could  not 
Up  dMsldo^,  that  if  there  was  a  disjMisition  to 
'^  a  raeoBoliatioo  might  be  effected  conais- 
teady  with  hoth  ;  but  if  that  ahould  be  found 
ioiMMible,  a  total'aeparation  most  indeed  be 
naaittcdto.  However,  be  begg^ed  leave  te 
by  before  him  several  eooaderatioos,  which 
•eenwd  material  in  this  great  qneation,  aonoe 
whisraof  diadngmhed  the  caae  from  that  of  the 
9»Rel  in  the  Isle  reign,  and  made  the  preaeat 
bacb  more  formidable. 

"  1.  That  it  ought  to  be  considered  what  in* 
ibaooe  it  wonld  have  on  the  «de  of  the  quea- 
(MB,  which  bad  been  once  moved  m  parlia- 
■Nat,  and  was  expected  to  be  brot«ht  there 
agin,  viz.  the  Prince's  demand  of  a  brger  al- 
b*uoe,  and  this  upon  diflfereot  suppositions, 
h  tDpcared  to  him,  that  if  the  King  should  be 
fisiUy  in  the  right,  and  the  Prince  continue,  as 
M  was  oertainl^  at  first,  on  the  afftir  of  the  de- 
^toie^  in  the  wrong,  it  would  strengthen  the 
AJo^  u  to  that  question ;  for  nobody  could, 
^  say  Shadow  of  reason,  maintain  that  the 
kiog  could  with  decency  be  addressed  to  in- 
crcsie  his  son's  allowance,  while  he  was  stand* 
uifi:  out  in  defiance.  But  on  the  other  hand, 
It  most  be  attended  to,  that  this  offence  waa 
nch  u  to  admit  of  a  satisfaction  between  a 
mher  and  a  son ;  aod  if  the  world  should  think 
tile  Prioee  had  made  a  proper  aubmission,  and 
yet  the  Kine  turn  him  out  of  doors,  it  would 
*^gthen  the  Prince  in  his  demand  ;  nnce  it 
joight  then  be  said,  that  the  King  had  cause- 
Jeasly  obliged  him  to  live  fay  himself,  with  an 
|omtM  of  family,  at  a  great  expence.  He 
*«al,  that  it  most  be  expected  that  even  those 
^bo  leut  wiahed  a  reconciliation,  would  ad- 
viae  hhn  to  make  such  a  submission,  when  they 
^^v^sare  it  cooM  not,  or  wonld  not,  be  sc- 
etpteJ. 

.  '*  9.  That  in  the  next  phiee,  the  situstion  end 
^'^unutances  of  the  royal  family  deserved  the 
P«ateit  attentioo.  In  the  late  reign,  the  diffe- 
'l^  oQBoemed  only  the  King  and  Prince ; 
|bere  were  no  other  children  to  be  affected  by 
^,  Tbemoaaeot  the  breath  was  out  of  the  kUe 
^JDjr's  body,  it  was  at  an  ^nd  as  to  the  reval 
bsmv,  though  particular  subjects  might  feel 
i^eAdi.  'Qmt  new  thecasewasfar  different 
AqoeaQ  conosrt,  the  doke  and  four  princesses, 
**ttsinclndelfae  princess  of  Orange,  must  ne- 
^"viiy  be»  10  a  degiee,  wvoived  m  it.    If 
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ton  and  sir  Robert  Wa^ote,  who  attended 
the  birth  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty,  but 
arrived  too  hite  to  be  present  at  it.  Not* 
withstanding  this  justification,  his  Royal 
Highness,  who  then  resided  at  the  palace 
of  St.  James'si  received,  on  August  the 

the  Prince  shouM  survive  liis  fatheri  he  must, 
and  by  the  course  of  law  and  nature,  ought  to 
reign.  All  these  will  be  more  ur  less  id  his 
power.  The  Queen  possibly  least  of  ail  is; 
but  how  tar  the  hoiiey»moon  of  a  new  reign 
may  carry  men  as  to  her  large  jointure,  no  one 
can  foresee.  The  others  absolutely.  Yet 
these  must  now,  as  they  justly  deserve,  live  at 
court  in  tiie  sun  ahioeof  the  King  and  Queen's 
favour,  the  Prinee  being  excluded.  This  will 
naturally  breed  an  alienation  of  affection,  great 
envying  and  much  ill  blood,  which  may  break 
out  into  latal  conae^uenoes  when  the  Prince 
aball  find  himself  their  sovereign.  Add  to  this, 
tbat  it  is  not  probable  that  any  settlement  will 
ever  be  obtained  from  the  |Nirliament  to  make 
cadets  of  the  royal  family,  independant  of  any 
person  who  shall  wear  the  crown. 

•<  3.  He  next  considered  the  case  of  the 
Prince's  children.  Either  the  King  must  lue 
the  custody  of  them,  or  leave  them  with  bis 
royal  highness.  If  he  should  take  tliem,  hav- 
ing a  tavoorite  younger  son,  and  several 
daoghtais,  justly  dear  to  bim,  what  jealonaiss 
aad  suspicions  may  net  arise  in  case  of  aod* 
dents.  Malice  may  even  anggest  what  was 
once  believed  in  France,  of  toe  late  duke  of 
Orleans.  If  the  King  should  suilbr  these 
branches  of  the  royal  family  to  remain  with  the 
Prinee,  will  it  not  greatly  weaken  the  fiNiner, 
and  strengthen  the  hitter  ?  And  at  length, 
they  will  be  bred  up  under  the  same  influence 
which  is  now  objected  to  their  father. 

<*  4.  Aa  to  the  administration,  what  an  inim* 
dalion  of  pensions  did  the  breach  in  the  lata 
reign  produce !  What  a  weight  did  that  bilsg 
on  my  lord  Sunderland's  ministry  I  and  it  abouki 
be  considered  whether  even  that  miserable  expo- 
dient  will  be  found  practicable  under  this  King. 
The  present  deroanids  of  mankind  will  rise  on 
one  side  in  proportion  as  greatM*  hopes  are  heUI 
out  on  tlie  other.  It  put  k>rd  Sunderland  on 
strong  measures  to  secure  hiotiself,  which  yet 
he  coold  not  carry.  Witness  the  Peerage  Bill* 
wherein  were  several  provisions  tempting  to 
the  Whigs,  and  yet  they  r^eoled  it. 

«<  5,  It  will  make  a  coalition  between  the 
Whigs  desperate  and  impossible.  Before  this 
the  Whiffs  in  oppositkw  wanted  a  head,  becaoae 
liable  to  the  disagreeable  imputation  of  eonatanl- 
ly  acting  with  the  Jacobites ;  bad  no  prospect 
of  ever  coming  into  any  sbaie  oi'  power,  but  by 
ie*nnitiiig  with  their  M  friends.  They  will 
now  find  a  head  in  the  Prince,  aad  he,  being 
tlie  immediate  successor  in  the  Protestant  hue, 
will  be  an  irrefragable  answer  to  the  repreaoh 
of  Jaoobitism.  BesideSi  the  Whigs,  as  a  par- 
ty, will,  hi  good  policy,  not  wish  such  a  coali* 
tion,  uidess  it  could  be  accompanied  with  a  re* 
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Sd,  a  mewage  from  his  Majesty  bytWe 
earl  of  Essex,  one  of  the  lords  of  the  bed- 
chamber, conp-atulating  him  upon  the 
birth  of  the  Prracess,  but  acquainting  him, 
**  That  his,  carrying  away  the  Princess 
from  Hampton  Court,  the  then  residence 


conciliation  between  the  father  and  son,  lest  it 
should  throw  the  successor  wholly  into  the 
hands  of  the  Tories,  and  make  their  cause  des- 
perate vrheu  he  comes  to  take  possession; 
whereas,  by  having  one  set  of  Whirrs  iu  the 
Prince's  favour,  the  party  will  have  a  fair  chance 
to  be  preserved  from  rum  when  that  fevent  shall 
arrive. 

"  6.  Lastly,  it  must  not  be  forgot,  that  if  the 
King  should  carry  his  resentment  so  far  as  to 
remove  his  son  out  of  his  palace,  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary that  some  account  of  a  transaction  of 
this  high  nature  in  the  royal  family,  should  be 
given  to  foreign  courts.  This  measure  was 
taken  in  the  late  reign.  If  the  Prince  should 
at  length  fully  submit  himselfto  his  father,  and 
do  that  which  the  world  shall  judge  a  complete 
satisfaction  for  the  late  offence,  what  reasons 

*  can  openly  he  assigned  to  justify  such  a  con- 
duct ?  He  would  not  say  that  reasons  might 
not  be  suggested,  from  a  series  of  conduct 
offensive  and  provoking  in  many  other  re- 
spects ;  but  when  once  those  come  to  be  coolly 
examined,  he  suspected  whether  thev  would 
be  found  such,  as  it  would  be  extremely  diflS- 
cult,  if  not  impossible,  publicly  to  avow  and 
explain."  . 

"  The  minister  allowed  all  these  to  be  con- 
siderations of  great  weight,  without  attempting 
to  take  off  their  force,  except  as  to  that  of  the 
Prince's  children,  who,  he  said,  were  intended 
to  be  lef\  with  their  parents,  whilst  of  tender 
age,  only  for  nurture.  The  erreat  point  on  which 
he  laid  his  stress,  was  that  the  feing  had  now 
an  advantage,  by  the  Prince  having  put  him- 
self so  much  in  the  wrong,  which  oujfht  not  to 
be  parted  with.    That  he  was  apprehetisive 
there  must  be  a  total  breach  before  there  could 
be  a  coDoplete  reconciliation  ;  and  to  make  up 
the  particular  difference  about  carrying  away 
the  princess  from  Hampton  Court,  without  the 
grand  point,  would  not  be  so  much  as  skinning 
over  the  sore,  which  would  infallibly  break  out 
apin  worse  than  ever.    That  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  reconcile  the    whole    without  money, 
'    and  that  could  not  now  be  obtained;  neither 
was  it  fit  to  advise  the  K^ing  to  make  such  an 
advance,  until  bts  son,  by  proper  acts  of  sub- 
mission and  declared  alteration  of  conduct, 
should  put  himself  in  a  condition  to  deserve  it: 
''  As  to  the  submission  already  made,  he  en- 
larged mnch  on  the  offensive  behaviour  to  the 
Q.oeen ;  and  in  particular,  objected  that,  al- 
though the  King  in  his  message  had  charged 
the  •  fact  to  be  a  high  indignity  to  himself  and 

*  to  the  Queen,'  the  Prince  had  not  in  any  of 
bis  Inters  asked  her  pardon,  or  so  much  as 
made  an  excuse  to  her  Majesty  for  what  he 
had  done.' 
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of  the  King,  the  Queen  and  the  royal 
family^,  under  the  pains  and  certain  in- 
dication of  immediate  labour,  to  the  im- 
mediate danger  and  hazard  ^oth  of  the 
Princess  and  her  child,  and  after  sufficient 
warning  for  a  week  before,  to  have  the 

**  *  Hereupon,  the  chancellor  took  occasioD  to 
observe,  that  this  was  manifestly  the  game  of 
those  advisers  of  the  Prince,  who  intended  to 
prevent  a  reconciliation  ;  and  as  this  last  was 
their  point,  they  xoiild  not  play  their  cards  bet- 
ter. That  consequently  the  most  effectual 
method  of  disappointing  it  must  be  the  best 
play  on  the  other  side:  and  as  the  Queen  had 
great  talents,  as  well  as  great  power  with  the 
King,  would  not  it  become  her  wisdom  to  sup- 
press the  woman's  resentment,  and  take  tbe 
contrary  part  to  that  into  %i'hich  these  men 
wished  to  drive  her  ?  That  in  his  opioioo,  if 
her  Majesty  continued  unmoved  by  their  ill 
usage,  and  in  spite  of  all  their  provocations 
would  reconcile  the  father  and  son,  she  would 
endear  herself  to  the  nation  more  than  ever,  and 
make  an  absolute  conquest  of  all  faer  enemies 
at  once.' 

*'  These  sensible  representations  not  only  had 
no  effect  on  the  minister,  but  even  seem  to  have 
made  a  contrary  impression  ;  for  he  said  after- 
wards to  some  of  his  friends,  *^  The  lord  cban- 
cellor  made  me  a  long  visit,  and  talked  like  an 
angel  on  tbe  subject  of  the  Prince,  yet  f  thou^bt 
his  arguments  made  for  my  conclusion  rather 
than  his,*'  which  induced  the  chancellor  to  la- 
ment the  shortness  of  human  foresight,  and 
exclaim,  in  the  words  of  Virgil, 

**  Nescia  mens  hominum  sati,  sortif  que  futune, 
"  Et  fiervare  modum  rebus  sublata  secuiidis. 
"  Tumo  tempns  erit,  magno  cum  optaverit  emptum, 
**  lotuctum  Pallaota  et  cum  spolia  ista  diemqne, 
"Odcrit." 

"  O  mortals  !  blind  in  fate,  who  never  know 
*'  To  bear  high  fortune,  or  endure  the  low  ! 
**  The  time  shall  come,  when  Turnus,  but  in  vain, 
*'  Shall  wish  untoucb'd  the  trophies  of  tbe  slaiu, 
' "  Shall  wish  the  faUl  belt  were  far  away, 
'*  And  cur^e  the  dire  remembrance  of  tbe  day.'' 
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''  Althoughit  cannot  be  denied  that  tbe  con- 
duct of  the  Prince  had  given  great  and  deserv- 
ed offence  to  the  King  and  Queen,  and  that  in 
particular  his  behaviour  to  the  Queen  had  been 
bighlv  disrespectful,  yet  it  cannot  at  the  same 
time  be  sufficiently  lamented,  that  the  minis- 
ter involved  in  the'  interests  of  party,  the 
feuds  of  the  royal  family.  He  considered  tbe 
struggle  as  much  between  himself  and  opposi- 
tion, as  between  the  King  and  Prince,  and 
knowing  the  Prince's  aversion  to  bis  ministry, 
viewed  a  cordial  reconciliation  as  tending  to  bis 
removal. 

'*  Under  these  impressions  he  had  drawn  up, 
by  order  of  the  King,  the  substance  of  a  roes- 
sage  to  be  delivered  to  tbe  Prince,  ordering  him 
to  remove  from  tbe  palace  of  St.  James ;  aad 
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necesnrj  prepftrations  for  that  happj^ 
event,  without  acauaititing  his  Majesty 
or  the  Queen  with  the  circumstances  the 
Princess  was  in,  or  giving  them  the  least  no- 
tice of  his  departure,  was  looked  upon  by 
his  Majesty  to  be  such  a  deliberate  indignity 

be  coiDinuDicated  it  confidential lly  to  the  lord 
diajoceltor,  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  and  Pel- 
ham,  for  their  opinion,  before  it  should  be  sub- 
milted  to  the  whole  council.  He  produced  two 
letters,  sent  by  the  Prince  to  the  Kiof^  and 
Queen  after  the  christening ;  and  acquainted 
tbesn,  that  the  King  was  not  satisfied  with  the 
sofamtssioo  made  by  his  son.  He  added,  with 
regard  to  the  King  himself,  they  were  mere 
wvrds,  and  calculated  to  be  offensiTe  and  pro- 
Toking  to  the  Queen.  None  of  the  letters  con- 
tamed  any  assurance  of  a  change  of  conduct, 
or  of  acting  in  subordination  to  bis  father's 
viU  for  the  future.  The  Prince  was  entirely 
under  the  influence  and  direction  of  persons 
whom  the  King  had  thought  6t  to  remove  from 
bis  councils  and  service,  and  who  were  in  a  de- 
tenmned  opposition  to  all  his  measures ;  and 
lord  Cbesterneld  and  lord  Carteret  were  known 
to  be  with  bim  in  private  every  day,  and  were 
called  into  his  closet  after  the  levee,  as  regularly 
as  the  King's  ministers  were  called  into  bis. 
He  recapitulated  many  particulars,  to  shew 
that  tbe  Prince  had  avoweiiily  set  himself  at  the 
bead  of  a  faction  in  opposition  to  the  King,  and 
that  these  letters  were  understood  by  the  King 
to  proceed  from  their  dictates,  and  intended 
<mly  to  amuse  and  deceive  bim.  That 
things  being  id  this  situation,  the  King  had  re- 
iolveid  not  to  permit  his  son  to  reside  any  lonprer 
in  his  palace,  but  to  send  an  order  for  his  de- 
parture, with  his  whole  family,  as  soon  as  it 
could  be  done  without  prejudice  or  inconve- 
nienoe  to  the  Princess,  and  had  commanded  bim 
to  prepare  a  draught  of  a  message  for  that  pur- 
pose, which  he  then  read. 

**  The  chancellor  and  his  friends  having  ex- 
pressed their  concern,  and  delivered  their  opi- 
nioD,  that  such  a  message  should  be  avoided  if 
possible,  consistently  with  the  King's  honour  ; 
themioister  replied,  that  such  was  the  Kings's 
fioal  resolution.  It  was  then  proposed,  that  a 
ir.essage  should  be  sent  to  the  Prince,  acquaint- 
io^  him  with  thekind  of  submission  which  was 
required  of  him,  aiid  the  alterations  in  his  con- 
duct, which  the  King  expected  as  the  terms  of 
the  reconciliation.  But  the  proposal  was  re- 
j^«d  by  air  Robert  Walpole,  as  likely  to  be- 
get mutual  altercations,  and  produce  a  paper 
v&r  between  the  King  and  his  son,  which 
would  be  attended  with  still  more  fatal  conse- 
quences than  taking  it  <  short  at  first.' 

*'  The  draught  of  the  message  was  then  taken 
ioto  consideratioii.  It  was  couched  in  very 
harsh  and  improper  terms,  and  contained  in- 
<^roos  reflecrioos,  incoosiserit  with  the  dig- 
nity of  the  crown,  and  the  station  of  the  dispu- 
.tuits.  A  paragraph  towards  the  conclusion, 
^pittied  a  8«rere  reproach  on  *  persons  in 
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offered  to  himself  and  the  Queen,  that  ho 
resented  it  to  the  highest  degree."  His 
Royal  Highness  endeavoured  to  clear 
himself,  by  representing  the  necessity  of 
leaving  Hampton  Court  without  a /mi- 
nute's delay,  considering  the  condition  the 


general'  resorting  to  the  Prince,  who  did  not 
pay  their  court  to  the  King,  but  opposed  his 
measures,  called  them  a  *  Action,'  with  other 
strong  and  harsh  words.  To  all  these',  the 
chancellor  objected,  as  a  style  inoproper  between 
princes,  and  mdecent  from  the  King  to  his  son. 
He  thought,  if  a  message  of  this  nature  must 
fifo,  it  should  be  strong,  but  full  of  decorum. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  declared  his  opinion,  that, 
as  the  Prince  had  ]>lainly  set  himself  at  the  bead 
of  the  opposition,  it  was  right  to  carry  the  war 
into  the  enemy's  country ;  and  as  they  attack- 
ed the  King  through  the  sides  of  his  ministers, 
to  return  it  by  falling  on  the  Prince's  advisers. 
To  this  the  chancellor  replied,  that,  as  to  such 
advisers  as  ibmented  this  fatal  division  in  the 
royal  family,  the  harshest  words  which  lan- 
guage could  furnish  were  not  too  much ;  but 
bis  objection  was,  that,  as  the  draught  then 
stood,  it  comprised  more,  and  might  extend  to 
all  that  came  to  the  Prince,  who  happened  to 
differ  from  the  King's  ministers  in  parliament, 
and  did  not  come  to  court.  That  this  would 
include  some  persons  of  the  first  quality  and 
eistates  in  the  Kingdom,  besides  great  numbers 
of  others  who  were  only  misi^uided  ;  and  as  it 
was  probable  this  paper  mis^bt  one  time  or 
other  be  laid  before  the  parliament,  it  might 
give  rise  to  very  dissCTeeable  debates  and 
questions  there.  The  duke  ol  Newcastle  and 
i>fr.  Pelham  acceded  to  his  opinion ;  where- 
upon most  of  those  expressions  and  epithets 
were  at  length  struck  out,  and  that  remark- 
able paragraph  entirely  changed  and  confined 
to  the  advisers  ot  the  Prince,  who  '  fomented 
'  the  division  in  the  royal  family,  and  thereby 
*  weakened  the  comnnon  interest  of  the  whole.' 

'*  On  ihe  9th  of  September,  this  message  was 
laid  before  the  Lords  of  the  cabinet  council 
who  were  not  absent  from  London. 

**  Sir  Robert  Walpole  acquainted  them  with 
tlie  several  causes  of  the  King's  displeasure 
against  the  Prince  ;  he  said,  for  these  reasons 
the  King  was  of  opinion  that  the  families  should 
be  separated,  and  desired  their  advice  on  the 
method  of  duin^  it ;  he  had,  by  the  King's  or- 
der, and  with  liis  approbation,  prepar^  the 
drau$;ht  of  a  message  to  the  Prince,  which  ha 
should  now  submit  to  their  consideration.  Ho 
at  the  same  time  intimated,  thai  the' King 
thought  the  style  of  the  draught  full  gentle 
enouo^h.  iJe  the»i  read  the  letters  which  bad 
passed  between  the  Prmce  on  one  band,  and 
the  King  and  Queen  on  the^otber ;  and  direct- 
ed them  to  observe  the  difference  between  the 
narrative  of  the  fact  contained  in  the  first  letter 
to  the  King,  and  the  accounts  which  he  gave 
to  the  dueen,  as  well  as  to  lord  Harriofftea 
andhimselfjtbe  moraiog  after  the  labour,  yrpkk 
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Pnacess  was  in.  Tills  he  did  in  two  let- 
t^f  one  addressed  to  his  Majesty,  and 
the  other  to  the  Queen,  both  wrote  in  a 
most  dutiful,  filial  strain.  He  repeated 
his  importunity  for  a  reoonciliation  in  a 
very  humble  message  he  sent  next  day  by 

last  be  read  from  some  mioutiis  to  wbiob  laid 
HarriagiOB  had  agreed.  He  obserred,  wilb 
fgrmt  enphasis,  that  these  letters  were  specioos 
aujpty  irords,  without  any  assorsooes  or  site* 
ration  of  coadnct,  and  laid  great  stress  on  the 
▼ariatiotis  between  the  letters  to  the  King, 
aad  those  to  the  Queen,  and  particolarly  re- 
oaesled  thess  to  i^nark,  that  in  the  letter  to 
the  Qaeen,  the  words,  '  your  Majesty,'  were 
■ever  used,  but  only  *  madame'  and  *  fous.' 
lie  then  read  the  draught  of  the  messsge. 

"  The  Lords  sufficiently  testified  then*  eon- 
oem,  by  their  looks  and  expressions.  They 
tmderstood  this  to  be  a  communication  of  the 
King's  determined  resolution,  which  was  not 
to  be  clianged.  Thejr  agreed  that  be  was  ua- 
doubtedly  master  in  bis  own  family,  and  as  be 
had  been  highly  offended,  be  was  to  judge 
whether,  he  wouki  forgive  or  resent  They 
considered  that  their  advice  was  only  required 
as  to  the  '  method,*  not  the  <  measure,'  and 
tbaiefore  proceeded  to  take  the  draught  into 
consideration.  A  few  exceptions  were  made  to 
the  terms.  Two  were  made  by  the  lord  chan- 
cellfir,  the  first  to  the  words,  *  T  cannot  suffer 

*  myself  to  be  imposed  upon  by  them,'  as  too 
harsh,  and  not  adequate  to  the  dignity  of  the 
personages  concerned,  he  oropowd  to  insert, 

*  I  cannot,  consistently  witii  my  own  honour 
'  and  autbority,  suffer  them  to  have  any  weight 
'  with  me.'  But  this  alteration  was  not  adopt- 
ed.    The  second  objection  was  to  the  word 

*  rendesvous,'  as  too  low  and  coarM ;  and  as 
all  the  Lords  concurred  in  the  same  opinion,  it 
was  omitted,  and  the  word  <  resort'  suffered  to 
stand  alone.  .  In  the  place  of,  '  you  shall  not 

*  reside  in  my  palace,'  inserted  at  the  proposal 
of  the  arcbbisnop,  lord  Godolpbin  offered, '  I 
'*think  it  not  fit  that  you  should  reside  in  my 

*  palace ;'  an  alteration  which  was  approved  by 
the  cbancelk>r,  aa  expressive  of  toe  King's 
opinion,  and  properly  mtrodnctive  of  the  sub- 
aeqoent  command  to  leave  8t  James's.  This 
•was  rejected  on  the  observation  of  sir  Robert 
Walpole,  that  those  words  could  not  be  consi- 
dered as  sufficiently  stroug. 

**  After  making  a  few  other  verbal  alterations 
of  little  consequence,  the  Message  was  agreed 
40,  and  submitted  to  the  final  approbation  of  the 
4Ling. 

**  Th^  manner  of  sending  itto  the  Prince  was 
^proposed  to  be  by  a  Message  signed  by  the 
King  at  the  top,  with  his  name  at  length,  and 
with  two  first  letters  at  the  bottom,  ailter  the 
Ibrm  of  instructions ;  and  ibat  an  order,  signed 
by  bis  Majesty,  abonkl  be  deiivered  to  the  per- 
saas  who  slioald  be  aharged  with  carrying  it, 
laaitlag  the  Message  in  the  vaiy  words,  and 
"      than  to  rsad  it  to,  aad  leave  it 


Principal  Occurrencet  [SS2 

the  marqoi:3  of  Caniaivoni  one  of  the  lords 
of  his  beddiamber.  He  received  no  re- 
turn to  his  applications  but  a  mensge  by 
the  earl  of  Dunmore,  that  it  was  his  Ma- 
jesty's pleasure  the  baptism  of  the  young 
IVincess  should  be  performed  on  the  29tb, 


with  his  Royal  Highness.  It  wss  also  sgreed, 
tbst  copies  of  this  Message  should  be  privately 
delivered  to  the  several  foreign  ministers  in  Eog- 
land,  and  other  copies  sent  to  the  king's  minis- 
ters residing  abroad,  as  a  tpeciafacti^  or  narra- 
tive of  the  King's  reasons  for  this  proocediof 
with  bis  son. 

^*  Other  particulars  were  mentioned,*  sod  k 
seemed  to  do  the  general  sense  of  the  Lords 
that  thay  abonld  be  regulated  in  like  msaoer  as 
upon  the  separation  in  the  lale  reign ;  but  it  was 
thought  proper  to  leave  them  to  the  pemsal 
direction  of  Uie  King  himself,  without  offering 
any  particular  advice  thereupon.  On  Saturday 
September  lOtb,  this  Message,  signed  ss  before 
mentioned,  was  sent  to  the  Prince  by  the  duke 
of  Grafton,  duke  of  Richmond,  and  eari  of  Pem- 
broke, who  had  a  si^ed  order,  as  sbove  de- 
scribed ,  for  their  j nstification. 

*' '  The  professions  you  have  lately  made  in 
your  letters,  of  your  particular  rejuard  tome, 
are  so  contradictory  to  all  youracnoas,  that  I 
cannot  suffer  myself  to  be  imposed  upon  by 
them.  You  know  very  wcU,  you  did  not  gire 
the  least  intimation  to  me,  or  to  the  Uueen, 
that  the  princess  was  with  child,  or  breed- 
ing, until  within  leSs  than  a  month  of  the 
birth  of  the  young  princeaa :  you  removed 
the  Princess  twice  in  the  wrak  immediately 
preceding  the  day  of  her  delivery,  from  the 
place  of  my  residence,,  in  expectation,  as  jon 
nave  voluntarily  declared,  of  her  labour ;  and 
both  times,  upon  your  return,  you  industriously 
concealed  from  the  knowledge  ofmesndtbe 
Queen,  every  circumstance  relating  to  this  im- 
portant affair :  and  you  at  last,  wiSiout  g[iring 
any  notice  to  me,  or  to  the  Clneeo,  predpitste- 
ly  hurried  the  Princess  firom  Hampton  Court, 
in  a  condition  not  to  be  named.  After  having 
thus,  in  execution  of  your  own  determined  mes- 
sures,  exposed  both  the  Princess  and  her  child 
to  the  greatest  perils,  you  now  plead  surprise, 
and  tenderness  for  the  Princess,  aa  the  only 
motive  that  occasioned  these  repealed  indig- 
nities offered  to  me,  and  to  the  Uueen  your 
mother. 

«* '  This  eatravagant  and  undotiful  bebavisur, 
in  so  essential  a  point  aa  tb^birth  of  an  heir  to 
my  crown,  ia  such  an  evidence  of  your  preme- 
ditated defiance  of  me,  and  sucb  a  oaDtemptef 
my  authority,  and  of  the  natural  right  beloog- 
ing  to  your  parents,  as  cannot  be  excused  by 
the  pretended  innocence  of  your  intentkxis,  nor 
paliutted  or  disguised  by  spectona  words  ooly. 

"  « But  the  whole  tenor  of  your  condoct,isr 
a  oonakiersble  time,  baa  beeu  ao  entirely  void 
of  all  real  duty  to  me,  that  I  have  hmgbad  isa- 
son  to  be  bigbly  offended  with  you. 

^  <  Aud  unUl  you  withdraw  your  ngam 
8 
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QAd  that  he  would  send  hid  lord  chamber- 
]ain  to  stand  as  god&ther  in  his  place ; 
that  the  Queen's  lady  of  the  bedchamber 
wouU  stand  for  her  Majesty  as  godmother ; 
and  dedring  the  Prmcess  to  appoint  one  of 
the  ladies  m  her  bedchamber  to  represent 

and  coofidenoe  from  those  by  whose  advice 
yoaaredifected  ami  encouraged  in  your  an- 
mvnalBbk  bebaTiour  to  me  and  to  the  Queen, 
ajK/ uotil  you  return  to  your  duty,  you  shall 
jjotieside  io  roy  palace,  which  I  will  not  suffer 
to  be  made  the  resort  of  them,  who,  under  the 
appeanuice  of  an  attachment  to  you,  fouient 
the  dlHsion  which  you  liave  made  in  my  fa- 
mi]  j,  and  thereby  weaken  the  common  inte- 
rest of  then  bole.  In  this  situation  I  wiH  re- 
care  DO  reply ;  bot  when  your  actions  mani- 
fest a  just  sense  of  your  duty  and  submission, 
thai  may  induce  me  to  pardon,  what  at  present 
1  iQust  justly  resent. 

'"Id  the  mean  time,  it  is  my  pleasure  that 
voQ Ifare  St  James's,  with  all  ^our  family, 
^beo  it  can  be  done  without  prejudice  or  in- 
cooienieDce  to  the  Princess.  I  shall  for  the 
pment  leare  to  the  Prioceaa  the  care  of  my 
gnmd-dangbter,  until  a  proper  time  calls  upon 
me  to  coosider  of  her  education.' 

''All  farther  application  from  the  Prince 
beio^  ioeffectual,  be  retired  from  the  palace,  to 
Norfolk- house,  in  St.  James's  square,  where 
be  took  up  his  residence,  and  his  house  became 
tbec«Btreof  political  opposition.  The  Rina 
accordingly  issued  an  order,  foibiddmiir  all 
persons  who  paid  their  court  to  the  Prince 
and  PriaeeSa  of  Wales,  from  being  admitted 
isu>  bis  presence  at  any  of  the  royal  palaces. 

'^  All  the  correspondence  which  passed  be- 
tveeo  tbe  King,  Queen,  and  the  Prince,  on 
Ibis  upfortunate  occasion,  was  published,  by 
utbority  of  tbe  court,  and  distributed  to  eacli 
of  tlte  foreign  ministers  in  England,  and  to  the 
British  ambassadors  abroad . 

'*  As  the  message  delivered  on  the  10th  of 
September,  contained  many  reflections  on  the 
Prince,  whi«b  no  n(kan  of  honour  oould  forffire, 
^  measure  tended  still  farther  to  irritate  him, 
aad  to  supply  an  excuse  for  hi»  resentment  to 
tbe  King,  and  his  detestation  of  the  minister, 
wbo  iocurred  the  principal  blame  in  this  whole 
^i^ction,  and  x^  as  accused  of  fomentiuj;  tbe 
mnuadentanding,  to  serve  bis  own  sinister 
purposes.  The  Prince  gave  credit  to  ihew 
impoutioos.  Walpole  was  held  out  as  tlie 
^^Ho  having  so  often,  nay,  so  constantly 
'^crificed  the  national  interest  to  liis  avarice, 
bis  ambition,  and  bis  fears,  had  now  sacn'ticed 
^  bis  passions  the  peace  of  his  master's  la- 
^y«  and  taken  that  opportunity  to  make  him 
^iv«  a  proscription  to  all  those  who  opposed 
the  minister. 

**  Io  reviewinglbe  conduct  of  Walpole  in  this 
^icate  transactioD,  be  cannot  be  wholly  ez- 

f^pN  from  blame ;  nor  is  it  easy  to  ascertain 

^  *lnt  de|^  be  was  culpable.    He  bad,  on 

{^Tmer  occasioai.  eaoMitiy  htboared  to  recon- 
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the  duchess  d^iwager  of  Saxe-Gbtha  as  the 
other  godmother ;  the  ceremony  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

The  Prince  took  occasion,  from  this 
message,  to  reiterate  his  application  for  re- 
conciliation and  pardon' with  more  earnest- 

cile  the  father  and  son,  and  had  infused  intotha 
King  a  spirit  of  ^loderation  and  forbearance. 
This  case  was  attended  with  peculiar  diffi- 
culties, which  can  never  be  fully  appreciated^ 
Lord  chancellor  Hardwicke  himseir  says, '  Sir 

*  Robert  Walpole  informed  me' of  certain  pas- 

*  saijes  betwein  tli*;  King  and  himself,  and  be- 

*  tween  the  Queen  and  the  Prince,  of  too  high 
<  and  secret  a  nature,  even  to  be  tiTusted  to  this 
'narrative;   but  from  thence,  I  found  great 

*  reason  to  think  that  this  unhappy  difference 

*  between  the  King  and  Queen,  and  bis  Royal 
'  Highness,  turned  upon  some  pointsof  amora 

*  interesting  and  important  nature,  than  bavo 

*  hitheito  appeared.' 

"  It  is,  however,  justly  remarked  by  the  same 
candid  observer,  that  those  who  attempted  to 
reconcile  the  breach,  were  not  listened  to  on 
either  side.  On  the  part  of  the  Prince,  those 
who  wanted  to  set  him  at  their  bead,  against 
his  father's  measures,  seemed  to  have  it  in  view 
to  write  such  letters  to  the  Kiqg  as  might  read 
well  when  published  to  the  world,  he  taken  for 
a  submission,  and  at  the  same  time  effectually 
prevent  that  from  being  accepted,  by  pro? ok- 
in|^  the  Queen,  and  thereby  cut  off  the  cbanca 
of  mediation,  and  shut  the  only  door  through 
which  any  reconciliation  could  enter.  On  tne 
other  side,  sir  Robert  Walpole  seemed  to  think, 
that  they  bad  now  an  advantage  over  the  Prince 
which  ought  not  to  be  parted  with,  and  that  it 
would  be  better  for  tbe  administration  to  have 
a  total  and  declared  separation,  than  that  things 
should  remain  in  the  precarious  atate  in  which 
they  then  stood. 

*'  In  the  course  of  this  unfortunate  transac- 
tion, the  Prince  gare  signs  of  high  spirit  and 
extreme  sensibility ;  a  striking  instance  of 
which  is  recorde«l  by  lord  chancellor  Hard- 
wicke, which  I  shall  relate  in  his  own  word^. 
'  On  the  4th  of  August,  the  day  of  proroguing 
the  parliament,  I  went  to  8t.  James's  in  my 
way  to  Westminster,  in  order  to  enquire  after 
the  health  of  the  Princess  of  Wales,  and  tbs 
new-bom  princess.  After  I  had  performed  that 
ceremony,  I  went  away,  and  was  overtaken  at 
the  further  end  of  Pall-mall,  by  one  of  the 
Prince's  footmen,  with  a  message  that  hia 
Royal  Highness  desired  to  speak  with  me. 

'*  *  Being  returned,  I  was  carried  into  the 
nursery,  wbitber  the  Prince  came  immediately 
out  of  the  Princess's  bedchamber,  and  turned 
all  the  women  out  of  the  room.  Having  said 
many  civil  things,  and  made  me  ait  down,  be 
sheared  me  a  message  which  he  bad  received 
tbe  day  before  from  tbe  King,  which  be  said» 
he  presumed  1,  being  one  of  the  cabinet,  must 
have  seen  before.  Without  staying  for  an  an- 
swer, he  made  a  long  ajpok>gy  for  bis  ^ondnoL 

[aA] 
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ness  and  humilitj  than  erer,  both  to  the 
King  and  Queen.  But  on  the  10th  of  Sep- 
tember following  he  received,  by  the  duke 
of  Graflon,  a  very  severe  message  from  the 
King,  reproaching  him  again  for  hurrying 
the  Princess,  in  the  maqner  he  did,  from 
Hampton  Court ;  and  concludtng  with  the 
following  remarkable  expressions : 

•*  The  whole  of  your  condact  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  has. been  so  entirely  void  of 
'all  red  duty  to  me,  that  I  have  long  had 
reason  \o  be  highly  ofiended  with  you, 
.  And  until  you  withdraw  your  regard  and 
confidence  from  those  by  whose  instiga- 
tion and  advice  you  are  directed  and  en- 
couraged in  your  unwarrantable  behaviour 
to  me  and  the  Queen,  and  until  you  return 
to  your  duty,  you  shall  not  reside  in  my 

Jalace ;  which  I  will  not  suffer  to  be  made 
be  resort  of  them,  who,  under  the  ap- 
Sarauce  of  an  attachment  to  you,  foment 
e  division  which  you  have  made  in  my 
&mily,  and  thereby  weaken  the  common 
interest  of  the  whole.  In  this  situation  I 
will  receive  no  reply;  bat  when  your 
flDctions  manifest  a  just  sense  of  your  duty 
and  submission,  that  may  induce  me  to 


mach  to  the  effect  of  his  first  letter  to  the 
^  King,  with  this  addition,  that  if  tbe  King,  who 
#as  apt  sometimes  to  be  pretty  quick,  should 
have  objected  to  her  going  to  London,  and  an 
altercation  should  have  arisen,  what  a  condi- 
tion would  the  poor  Princess  have  been  in? 
He  then  said,  he  would  read  me  two  letters  he 
bad  written,  the  one  to  tbe  King,  and  tbe  other 
to  the  Qneen ;  whereupon  I  asked  him  whe- 
ther they  had  been  sent,  for  if  they  had  not,  I 
was  determined  in  my  own  mind  not  to  have 
seen  or  beard  tbem  read.  He  answered,  they 
were  sent  the  day  before  by  my  lord  Jersey, 
and  then  read  them.  He  asked  roe  what  I 
thought  of  them?  at  which  I  bowed,  and  said 
nothing.  He  went  on,  that  upon  those  letters 
the  king  sent  word  be  wonld  not  see  him ;  hot 
he  did  not  think  fit  to  let  it  rest  there  on  his 
part,  and  had  sent  another  letter  by  lord  Car- 
narvon that  morning,  which  he  laead,  and  asked 
me,  if  it  was  not  very  respectful ;  to  this  I 
answered,  «  very  respectful' ;  and  indeed, 
if  was  a  much  more  proper  letter  than  the 
former. 

«<  <  f  then  proceeded  to  tell  bis  Royal  High- 
ness, that  I  had  heard  nothing  of  this  unhappy 
aflluir,  till  my  going  to  Hampton^Court  on  the 
Tuesday  before,  to  congratulate  the  King  and 
Queen  on  the  birth  of  their  u^rand-dau^ter. 
That  I  then  found  their  Majesties  highly 
offended  with  ivhat  had  paf<sed,  and  I  should 
be  unjust  to  his  Royal  Highness,  if  I  concealed 
Irom  him,  that,  from  the  circumstances  pre- 
ceding and  accompanying  tbe  carrying  away 
the  Priacess,  they  uaderstood  it  to  proceed 
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pardon  what  at  present  I  most  justly  re- 
sent. In  the  mean  timd  it  is  my  pleasure 
that  you  leave  St.  James's,  with  all  your 
family,  when  it  can  be  done  without  pre* 
judice  or  inconvsniebce  to  the  Princess. 
I  shall,  for  the  present,  leave  to  tbe.Prin» 
cets  the  care  of  my  grand-daughter,  until 
a  proper  time  calk  upon  me  to  consider  of 
her  education.*' 

This  message  admitting  of  no  renly  to 
the  King,  his  royal  highness  orderea  lord 
Baltimore,  one  of  his  domestics,  to  apply 
to  lord  Grantham,  chamberlain  to  tbt 
Queen,  to  kilow  whether  her  Majesty 
would  receive  a  letter  from  him,  in  mitiga- 
tion of  his  conduct.  But  her  Majesty  de- 
clining that ;  the  Princess  sent  sir  William 
Irby  with  a  letter  to  be  delivered  to  his 
Majesty  by  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  the  lord 
in  waiting,  and  which  his  Majesty  answer- 
ed in  terms  full  of  afiection  and  civility  to 
the  Princess ;  but  it  was  plain  that  his  dis- 
pleasure at  tlie  oonduct  of  the  Prince  was 
rather  encreased  than  abated.  The  Prin- 
cess in  like  manner  wrote  in  the  most  sub- 
missive manner  to  the  Queen,  who  return- 
ed her  a  most  affectionate  answer ;  but  in- 
sinuatedy  that  the  King  had  more  cause  to 


from  a  deliberate  intention  to  take  that  part 
without  their  privity.  1  added,  that  incidents 
of  this  nature  gave  the  deepest  concern  and 
affliction  to  every  one  who  wished  well  to  tbe 
whole  royal  family,  and  to  none  more  than  mv- 
self.  That  every  occasion  of  that  kind  ouglit  i 
to  be  removed ;  ror  that  union  in  the  royal  fa-  I 
mily  was  most  essential  to  the  true  interest  and 
preservation  of  it.  That  the  contrary  gave  the 
most  formidable  advantages  to  their  enemies ; 
whereas  nothingf.  could  hurt  any  branch  of  it 
when  united.  That  I  hoped  bis 'Royal  High- 
ness would  show  such  a  submission-and  dutifiil 
behaviour  to  tbe  Ring  his  father  in  the  present 
juncture,  as  would  tend  to  bring  about  this 
union,  find  that  1  wals  sure  it  Wonld  be  tbe  zea-  | 
lous  en<leavour  of  the  Kind's  servants,  and  in 
particular  of  myself,  to  do  every  thing  that 
might  facilitate  It.   ' 

**  He  answered,  my  lord,  *  I  dont  douM 

•  you  in  the  least,  for  I  believe  you  to  be  a 

*  very  honest  man  ;*  and  as  I  was  rising  op, 
embraced  me,  offering  to.  kiss  me:  I  instantly 
kneeled  down,  and  kissed  his  hand,  whersopon 
he  raised  me  up  and  kissed  my  (cheek.  Ths 
scene  had  something  in  it  moving ;  ^^^  ^J 
heart  was  full  of  the  melanchol  v  prospect  that 
f  Uiought  lay  before  me,  which  made  me  al- 
most burst  into  tears.  The  Prince  obserrw 
this,  and  appeared  moved  himself,  and  said, 
« let  us  sit  down,  my  lord,  a  little,  and  recol- 
« lect  ourselves,  that  we  may  not  go  out  thns. 
Soon  after  which,  I  took  my  leave,  and  went 
direttly  to  the  Hotse  of  Lords.*' 


357] 


durtHg  the  Aeoe^l. 

be  ^m^kmfi  with  the  Brboe,  thn  either 
she  or  the  public  apprefaendecL 

Huis  ended  m  corrapondeDce  which,  as 
MOD  as  $  was  over»  was  printed  by  autho- 
ritjf  ind  left  various  impreflsions  upon  the 
omukofthe  public  Most  men  of  sense 
and  caodoury  who  were  in  a-situation  to 
judge  difpassionately  and  disinterestedly, 
tiuN^  and  did  not  scruple  to  say,  that 
both  Im  Majesty  and  the  Prince  were  im- 
posed upon  b^  those  who  found  their  ac- 
cooot  in  theur  differences ;  and  they  kp 
mented  the  breach  between  them  being  ef 
eudi  a  nature  as  did  not  admit  of  its  being 
bealed  by  a  personal  interview.  But  the 
conduct  of  his  Rojral  Highness  cannot  be 
born  80  properly  as  by  exhibiting  a  view 
of  hit  chtfacter  and  connections  at  (his 
time. 

During  his  education  in  Germany,  after 
he  came  to  the  years  of  thinking  for  him- 
self, he  applied  with  great  assiduity  to  the 
ftody  of  ii^  constitution  and  interests  of 
Great  Britain.  But  when  he  came  to 
Engiand,  he  found  the  public  itself  so 
mueh  divided  npcn  those  imoortant  points^ 
that  he  applied  for  fiirther  information  to 
those  who  were  most  likely  to  give  it  him. 
He  was  naturally  fond  of  the  fine  arts. 
He  understood,  and  sometimes  practised, 
Quisic;  he  knew  what  was  graceful  in 
architecture,  painting,  and  scu&ture,  and 
he  understood  English  poetry  nr  beyond 
vhat  could  hanre  bean  expected  from  his 
education.  He  was  passionately  fond  of 
▼irtuoos  popularity,  and  his  soul  was  bene- 
ficence itseul  With  such  dispositions,  it 
Tas  no  wonder,  after  he  came  to  England, 
that  he  devoted  himself  to  the  study  of 
^ery  art  that  could  make  him  agreeable 
to  the  people  whom  he  had  a  prospect  of 
feigning  over.  AH  ranks  met  his  ardour 
wi£  equal  affection,  He  gave  everyday 
poo&  of  every  virtue  as  a  husband,  a  friend, 
^  a  master ;  and  like  Titus,  none  ever 
went  out  of  his  presence  dissatisfied.  His 
^i%nent  in  public  matters  was  sound; 
bat  being  bred  abroad,  he  was  too  diffident, 
and  he  applied  for  information  to  tlio^ 
^  be  thoo^ht  were  furnished  with  the 
SKatnit  abihties,  and  whom  his  own  nuig- 
Banimity  and  unsuspecting  nature  kept  him 
from  bdieving  they  ever  could  impose 
Qpon  him.  Their  intention  was  otner- 
^9  but  they  were  deeply  prepossessed 
^inst  the  minister,  and  they  promised 
^^reat  advantages  in  point  of  fortune 
^  independency,  if  he  .would Join  in 
^  oppostdoD*  After  their  eflforta  of 
ioqUingJusreirviiueluidfittled,  th^;ap 
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plied  to  hia  paaaiona,  which  were  vurtuoi^ 
and  liberaL  They  represented  the  minis- 
ter as  the  only  enemy  his  royal  father  had 
in  the  kingdom ;  and  many  other  circunv- 
stances  concurred  in  his  prepossessions 
against  him. 

Lord  Bolingbroke  was  then  reckoned  thp 
greatest  writer  in  prose  and  in  politics  in 
the  kingdom.  Mr.  Pope  was  ei>tecmed 
the  greatest  wit  and  poet :  the  former  wm 
the  determined,  and  personal,  enemy  of 
the  minister ;  and  the  latter  professed  ^ 
fixed  aversion  to  the  court.  Most  of  the 
men  of  wit  and  genius,  disobliged  or  dis^ 
gusted  with  the  minister's  too  great  inat- 
tention to  their  merits,  joined  the  same 
party;  and  thus  his  Royal  Higl^iess  was, 
from  the  goodness  of  his  heart,  led  to 
think,  that  the  cause  of  opposition  was 
that  of  liberty. '  He,  therefore,  without 
any  disguise^  put  himself  at  the  head  of 
the  measures  mtended  to  distress  the  nd- 
nister,  but  without  the  least  indecency  of- 
fered either  as  a  son  or  a  subject  to  his 
royal  parents.  Perhaps  his  great  regasd 
for  them,  induced  him  to  agree  to  schemes 
which  he  thought  would  establish  the  con- 
stitution in  contradiction  to  the  govern- 
ment, a  doctrine,  at  that  time,  greatly  in 
▼offue. 

*It  is  certain,  that  the  notion  of  his  Royal 
Highness  having  put  himself  at  the  head  ^f 
the  opposition,  operated  fatally  for  the  m- 
temal  quiet  of  the  kingdom.  The  Scots 
were  exasperated  to  the  last  degree  on  a^ 
count  of  the  Bill,  mild  as  it  was,  liiat  had 
pasaed  asainst  the  provost  and  city  of 
Edinbur^.  The  act,  which  was  jnade  for 
diacovermg  the  murderers  pf  Porteous» 
waa  received  by  the  der^,  who  were 
obliged  to  read  it  from  their  pulpits  with 
the  utmost  abhorrence ;  and  many  of  them 
told  their  auditories,  *^  that  though  they 
were  obliged  to  read,  the  others  were  not 
obliged  to  hear ;"  and  therefore  it  was 
commonly  read  to  bare  walls ;  and  in  some 
places  the  reading  it  was  even  disregard- 
ed ;  while  in  others^  the  power  of  parlia- 
ment, to  enact  such  a  reading,  was  ques- 
tioned, and  set  aside. 

The  complaints  and  liardships  which 
the  lower  raoiks  of  people  still  continued 
to  Bufier,  by  the  severity  of  the  kite  BiU 
against  drinking  spirituous  liquors,  added 
to  the  general  discontent;  and  all  waa 
placed  to  the  account  of  the  minister. 
Too  much  encouragement  to  informers^ 
those  pests  of  society,  had  been  given  by 
the  act ;  in  many  places  they  were  as- 
saulted, and,  in  some,  they  were  in  dangor 
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of  their  lives.  The  coinmi8sione>rs  of  the 
excise  were  sensible  of  the  hardships  they 
were  daily  forced  upon  with  regard  to  of- 
fenders ;  and  policy,  as  well  as  humanity^ 
obliged  them  to  mitigate  the  severity  of 
the  lawy  which  was  now  become  odious 
and  contemptible. 

-  But  the  greatest  and  most  lasting  source 
bf  national  discontent  lay  in  the  aepreda- 
tions,  which  the  Spaniards  still  continued 
to  commit  upon  the  prooerties  of  English 
subjects  in  toe  West  Inoies  and  America. 
Three  very  rich  ships  had  been  lately 
taken  by  their  guarda  costas ;  the  George, 
belonging  to  Bristol,  the  Dispatch  and  the 
Royal  Jane,  belonging  to  London ;  and 
this  fresh  insult  upon  national  property 
occasioned  an  application  from  the  mer- 
chants personally  to  his  Majesty,  which 
was  in  the  following  terms : 

**  That  the  fair  and  lawful  trade  of  your 
Majesty's  subjects  to  the  British  planta- 
tions in  America,  hath  been  greatly  inter- 
rupted for  many  years  past,  not  only  by 
their  ships  having  been  frequently  stopped 
and  searched,  but  also  forcibly  and  arbi- 
trarily seized  on  the  high  seas,  by  Spanish 
ships  fitted  out  to  cruize,  under  the  plau- 
sible pretence  of  guarding  their  own  coasts; 
that  the  commanders  Siereof  with  their 
crews,  have  been  inhumanly  treated,  and 
their  ships  carried  mto  some  of  the  Spanish 
ports,  and  there  condemned  with  their 
cargoes,  in  manifest  violation  of  the  trea- 
ties subsisting  between  the  two  crowns. 
—That  notwithstanding  the  many  instan- 
ces made  by  your  Majesty's  ministers  at 
the  court  of  Madrid,  against  this  injurious 
treatment,  the  late  and  repeated  insults  of 
the  Spaniards  upon  the  persons  and  pro- 
perties of  your  Majesty's  subjects,  lay  your 
petitioners  under  the  necessity  of  applying 
again  to  your  Majesty  for  rehef. — That  by 
these  violent  and  uniust  proceedings  of  the 
Spaniards,  the  trade  to  your  Majesty's 
plantations  in  America  is  rendered  very 
precarious ;  and  if  any  nation  is  suffered 
thus  to  insult  the  persons  of  your  Majes- 
ty's subjects,  and  plunder  them  of  their 
property,  your  petitioners  apprehend,  it 
will  be  attended  with  such  an  obstruction 
of  that  valuable  branch  of  commerce,  as 
will  be  vei^  fatal  to  the  interest  of  Great 
Britain. — Your  petitioners,  therefore, hum- 
bly pray  your  Majesty,  that  your  Majesty 
will  be  graciously  pleased  to  procure 
speedy  and  ample  satisfaction  to  your  sub- 
jects for  the  losses  they  have  sustained, 
and  that  no  British  vessel  be  detained  or 
Mized  on  the  high  seas  by  any  nation^  on 


any  pretext  whatsoever;  and  that  the 
trade  to  America  may  be  rendered  sure 
for  the  future,  by  such  means  as  your 
Majesty  in  your  great  wisdom  shall  think 
fit." 

Though  this  Petition  was  highly  excep- 
tionable, both  in  point  of  matter  and  de- 
cency, yet  his  Majesty  received  and  an- 
swered it  with  the  utmost  marks  of  paternal 
goodness,  and  his  secretary  of  state  sent 
fresh  orders  to  Mr.  Keene,  to  repeat  hii 
instances  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  for  their 
relief.  In  the  mean  while,  a  committee  of 
the  privy  council  sat  at  Whitehall,  and 
suffered  the  proofe  of  the  losses,  which  the 
merchants  had  suffered  by  the  SpaDiards. 

This  year  was  dutinguished  by  the  fatal 
calamity  of  the  death  of  Wilhelmina  Caro- 
lina, Queen  Consort  of  Great  Britain,  in 
tlie  55th  year  of  her  age.*     Her  Majesty 

*  **  I  shall  dose  the  transactions  of  the  year 
1737,  with  the  illness  and  death  of  Queeo 
Caroline,  an  event  highly  diaastroos  U>  tiie 
country,  to  the  Kto^,  and  to  sir  Robert  Ual- 
pole.  This  illustrious  and  amiable  womaa 
had  been  for  some  time  in  a  declining  state  of 
heahh.  The  disorder  under  which  the  bad 
laboured,  and  which  occasioned  her  death,  was 
a  rupture,  which,  from  motives  of  de|icacy, 
she  had  communicated  only  to  the  mistress  of 
the  robes,  her  favoarile  lady  Sundnn :  she  was 
even  so  imprudent  as  to  conceal  the  cause  of 
her  ilhiess  from  the  medical  men  who  were 
railed  in  to  her  relief.  This  false  delicacy, 
which  was  incompatible  with  her  usual  map 
nanimity,  was  the  cause  of  her  death.  Fur  the 
medicines  which  were  administered,  and  the 
methods  taken,  were  diametrically  opposite  to 
those  which  would  have  been  adopted,  had  her 
disorder  been  known.  Judging  from  the  symp- 
toms, and  from  her  own  declarations,  the  pbV' 
sicians  treated  it  as  the  gout  in  her  stomach, 
and  administered  strong  cordials,  which  aggra- 
vated the  malady.  When  the  danger  beoune 
so  imminent  as  to  render  the  concealment  im-  | 
possible,  it  was  too  late.  She  submiUed  in  vain 
to  the  most  painful  operations,  and  the  saiigeon 
who  peiformed  them  declared,  that  if  be  had 
been  acquainted  with  her  real  situation  two  days 
sooner,  her  speedy  recovery  would  have  been 
tiie  consequence. 

'•  Although  racked  with  extreme  agony,  al- 
most without  intenuisakin,  durinjuf  twelve  daya 
and  nights,  she  bore  her  aufferings  not  only 
with  patience  and  resignation,  but  almost  with- 
out a  groan,  maintaining,  to  the  moment  of  her 
dissolution,  serenity,  temper,  dignity,  greatntfs 
of  soul,  and  an  unaffected  submission  to^e 
ways  of  Providence.  In  all  this  roelaocboly 
scene,  she  behaved  with  such  invariable  ^o'- 
tesy  to  every  one  about  her,  that  one  of  tlis 
physicians  observed,  be  had  never  met  '^*  * 
simyar  instauoe  in  the  whole  coon^  f>>  *^ 
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had  been  for  tome  days  disordered,  and 
received  mediciiies  for  the  gout  in  her 
fltomich,  but  the  distemper  proved  to  be  a 
coDoakd  nmturey  which  put  an  ead  to 
berUk  oo  the  20th  of  November.  No 
priocew  ever  lived  more  in  the  love  and 

pndice.  Sbe  repeatedly  ezpretsed  to  her  at- 
teoduts,  faer  grateful  aenae  of  their  laboriooa 
wa(cbiii|(8»aiid  diatiogaiahed  each  of  them  vrith 
appropriate  marks  or  regard. 

"  8lie  rcGommeiided  her  aervanta,  in  the  moat 
afectiii|^  and  aolemn  maoner,  to  the  king'a  fa- 
f  our  and  protection ;  extended  her  oooceni  to 
ibe  lowest  of  them,  and  waa  eqaally  warm  in 
her  solidtade  for  their  welfare ;  reooonting  to 
bin  the  fiathfblneaa  of  their  reapective  aenrieea. 

"  This  firmness  and  reai^ation  were  not  the 
effect  of  tmeaaibtlity  or  atoical  indiiference,  but 
derived  from  the  atrcmgest  exertions  of  reason 
lod  rfligiou.  On  the  aecond  day  of  her  illnesa, 
»lie  was  observed  to  shed  some  teara,  occa- 
aoDcd  either  by  the  towness  of  her  spirits,  the 
u^Bish  of  her  sufferings,  or  by  tenderness  for 
tbe  despair  of  her  family ;  sbe  soon,  however, 
Reofoed  from  this  defciUty,  end  resumed  her 
McusUNned  fortitude.  Apprehensive  that  dur- 
in?  i  ptinfal  operation,  she  had  ao  far  forgotten 
wnelfaito  use  peevish  ezpreaaioos,  sbere- 
pnched  herself  wiih  having  shewn  on  unbe- 
combji^  impatience. 

''  8be  frequently  declared  that  ahe  had  made 
ittbe  bosiaeaa  of  her  life  to  diacharge  her  re- 
ligiousaod  aocial  dutiea ;  abe  hoped  God  would 
pudoD  ber  ia6rmitiea,  and  accept  the  sincerity 
cf  her  eodeavours,  which  were  always  intended 
to  promote  the  king's  honour,  and  the  prospe- 
nly  of  the  nation.  Sbe  declared  that  ahe  waa 
a  besiiy  well-w  iaber  to  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 

£;  sad  that  if  she  bad  erred  in  any  part  of 
puhhc  conduct,  itaroae  from  want  of  judg- 
aeot,  not  from  intention. 

**  A  little  before  she  died,  ahe  aaid  to  the 
pbyacisD,  «  How  long  can  this  last  ?'  and  on 
m  answering,  <  Your  Majcaiy  will  soon  be 
'  ewed  of  your  pains  ;*  ahe  replied,  *  The 
'noDer  the  belter.'  Sbe  then  repeated  a 
P'^yer  of  her  own  coropoaing,  in  which  (here 
vuiucbaflow  of  natural  eloquence,  aa  de- 
ooosirsltti  the  vigour  of  a  great  and  good 
niiMl.  When  her  speech  liegan  to  faulter,  and 
&be  Keoied  expiring,  sbe  deicircfl  to  be  raised 
Qp  io  her  bed,  and  tearing  that  natur^  would 
mtbold  oot  long  enough  without  artificial  sup- 
pods,  the  called  to  have  water  sprinkled  on  her, 
^•little afWr  deair«fl  it  might  be  repealed. 
^  then,  with  the  greateat  composure  and  pi'e- 
MQoeof  miiid,  requested  her  weeping  relations 
to '  kned  downand  pray  for  her.'  Whilst  they 
^m  reading  aome  prayers,  abe  exclaimed, 
'm  aluQd,  that  I  may  bear ;'  and  after  the 
M I  prayer  waa  ^concluded,  in  which  abe 
]aiMd  as  wf'll  aa  she  could,  she  said,  *  ^io,'  and 
^^  ber  band,  lay  down  and  expired. 
/*  Ha? iog  already  diacusaed  the  character  of 
^^)weD,  1  xhall  iMjIy  add  a  few  traiu  to  the 
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of  all  who  knew  her,  than  she  did* 
Her  conjugal  afiection  was  exemfdary; 
and  her  pArental  was  proved  by  the  nu- 
merous virtues  which  adorned  her  off* 
spring.  It  was  laq^ented  that,  the  natture 
of  the  breach  between  the  King  and  the 

pieeeding  aketch.  She  waa  bleaaed  with  a  na- 
tural aereaity  and  calmneaa  of  mind,  and  often 
expreaaed  ber  thankfulneaa  to  God,  that  he  had 
given  her  a  temper  which  waa  not  eaaily 
ruffled,  and  which  enabled  ber  to  support  every 
difficulty.  It  was  truly  said  ^f  ber,  that  tfa!e 
same  softness  of  behaviour  and  command  of 
herself,  that  appeared  in  the  drawing  room, 
went  along  with  ber  into  ber  private  apart- 
menta,  gladdened  every  body '  that  was  about 
her  |ieraon,  accompanied  ber  aa  well  iu  the  gay 
,  and  cheerful  aeaaona  af  life,  aa  uniier  the  most 
trying  circumstancea,  and  did  not  fail  ber  even 
in  the  hour  of  deatli  itaelf. 

**  One  part  of  ber  conduct,  which  reflecta  the 
bigbeat  honour  on  her  memory,  was  ber  ma* 
temal  attention  to  her  children,  and  particularly 
to  her  daughters.  She  superintended  their 
education,  directed  their  behaviour,  formed 
their  manners,  and  tempered  her  reproofs  with 
a  mixture  of  proper  severity  and  kindness, 
which  rendered  her  equally  belo\ed  and  re* 
spected. 

<*  The  enemies  of  queen  Caroline  have  re« 
presented  her  as  being  of  an  unforgiving  tem- 
per, and  even  reproached  her  with  a  want  of 
maternal  affection.  It  waa  malicioualy  sug- 
gested, that  she  fomented  the  miaunderatanding 
between  the  King  and  the  Prince  of  Walea ;  but 
on  the  contrarv,  she  exerted  her  utmost  influ- 
ence to  abate  the  petulance  of  the  son,  and  the 
Irritability  of  the  father.  Once  in  particular, 
when  an  action  of  the  Prince  had  betn  repre- 
sented to  the  Kin^  with  malicious  aggravation, 
the  Queen  defended  her  sou,and  good  natoreil- 
ly  observed,  ^  Ce  n'est  qu'  une  indiscretion  de 
*  page:'  'Tis  nothing  but  a  youthful  frolic* 
The  tongue  of  slander  has  even  reproached  ber 
with  maintaining:  her  implacability  to  the  hour 
of  death,  and  refuaing  ber  pardon  to  the  Prince, 
who  had  humbly  requested  to  receive  her  bieas- 
Ing.  Tothia  imputation,  Chesterfield  alludes 
in  a  copy  of  veraes,  circulated  at  tlie  time: 
"  And  unforgiving,  unforgiven  die«.'» 

"  Pope  also  has  consigned  to  posterity  this 
aspersion,  in  terms  of  malignant  irony  : 

"  (^r  teach  the  melancholy  muie  to  moum, 
Hanv  the  sad  verie  on  Carolina's  urn. 
And  hail  bei  paRsage  io  the  realms  of  rest, 
All  parts  pctforni'd,  and  all  her  children  blest,** 

I  am  haf»py  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  re- 
move this  stigma  from  the  memory  of  this 
great  princess.  She  sent  her  blessing  and 
a  message  of  forgiveness  to  her  son,  and 
told  sir  Itobert  Walpole,  that  she  would  have 
aeeu  him  with  pleasure,  but  prudence  forbad 
the  interview,  aa  it  might  embarrass  and  irrit 
tate  the  King, 
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Frince  of  Wales,  did  aot,  in  her  opimon^ 
admit  of  his  receiving  in  person  the  last 
tesdmonies  of  her  a&ction ;  but  the  man- 
Ber  of  her  death,  which  was  pious  and  edi- 
fyinst^  sufficiently  spoke  her  at  peace  with 
all  the  world. 

But  her  Majesty  vras  not  distinguished 

**  Her  ciiarities  were  limited  only  fey  ber  re- 
Tenue ;  though  she  avoided  all  appearance  of 
estentatioD  «•  much)  that  many  persons  who 
8t]h6iBtedl>y  her  hoonty,  were  wholly  ignorant 
of  their  benefactress ;  and  she  was  so  liberal 
iSbni  her  public  and  pri? ate  lists^  with  the  occa- 
aionat  sums  expended  on  the  same  account, 
amoaated  to  near  a  fifth  part  of  her  whole  in- 
come. 

''  Her  disposition  was  so  humane  and  bene- 
▼olent,  that  the  unfortunate  in  all  situations  and 
reliffiona  were  secure  of  her  protection.  She 
paia  a  particular  attention  to  those  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, whose  zeal  in  favour  of  the  Pretender 
bad  exposed  them  to  the  rigour  of  the  laws. 
Sereral  Popish  and  Jacobite  ladies,  and  parti> 
colarly  the  duchess  of  Norfolk,  were  admitted 
to  private  conferences.  Their  representations 
procured  liberal  supplies  of  money  to  many  of 
the  most  indigent.  In  some  instances,  she  even 
carried  her  protection  to  an  impolitic  extreme, 
and  in  a  manner  which  distressed  sir  Robart 
Walpole.  Archibald  earl  of  Jlay,  who  princi- 
pally managed  the  aflairs  of  Scotland,  having 
been  reproached  for  permitting  so  large  a  num- 
ber of  Jacobite  meeting  houses  in  Edinburgh, 
koA  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  in  open  de- 
fiance of  the  laws;  acknowledged  the  fact,  and 
exculpated  himself,  by  declaring  that  he  had 
laid  a  sclieme  for  suppressing  them  before  the 
minister,  who  discouraged  his  attempt,  by  ob- 
serving, their  friends  h^  a  ready  access  to  the 
Queen  by  the  back  stairs,  uuJ  all  his  efibits 
would  be  defeated. 

**  A  ^conspicuous  part  in  the  character  of 
queen  Caroline,  was  her  great  patronaee  of 
learned  men.  The  protection  she  afforded  to 
the  first  luminaries  of  the  ehurch  has  been 
slightly  mentioned.  She  distingaished  Clarke, 
Hoadly,  Butler,  Sherlock,  Seeker,  and  Pearce, 
with  peculiar  marks  of  regard.  The  gracious 
manner  in'  which  she  listened  to  recommenda- 
tions of  literary  eminence,  is  well  displayed  in 
an  anecdote  relating  to  the  celebrated  autlior  of 
*  The  Analogy  between  Natural  and  Revealed 
« Religion.'  Seeker,  while  he  was  king's  chap- 
lain, mentioned,  in  conversation  with  the  Queen, 
Butler,  who  was  then  rector  of  Stanhope.  The 
Queen  said,  she  thought  be  was  dead,  and 
making  enquiries  of  archbishop  Blackburce,  if 
he  was  not  dead,  his  answer  was,  *  no,  madam, 
but  he  is  buried.'  Soon  aflerwards,  without 
aoltcitatiou,  she  appointed  him  clerk  of  her 
closet,  and  he  usee!  to  attend  her  every  day, 
fit»m  seven  to  nine,  in  the  afternoon.  She  also 
caused  his  name  to  be  inserted  on  the  list  for  a 
vacant  bishoprick. 

*«  Obacttri^,  disgrace,  and  bamabment,  were 


by  the  .primte  virtues  alone.  Her  royal 
consort,  in  her«  alwajrs  found  a  wise  and  a 
fiuthful  counsellor ;  and  when  die  was  en- 
trustedy  as  she  often  was,  with  the  reins  of 
goyemment,  the  public  was  happy  under 
her  adminiatration.  Her  natural  sagacity 
and  talents  were  improved  by  readmg  and 

DO  obstacles  to  her  bounty  and  protectioo.  She 
conferred  beneflMstioDs  on  Stephen  Duck,  who 
from  a  common  labourer,  had  raised  hitsseif 
into  notice  as  a  poet  She  obteined  the  pirdoo 
pf  Savage,  who  was  condemned  to  death  for 
having  committed  a  murder  in  a  drunken  fray, 
in  Spite  of  the  opposition  of  his  unnataral  mo- 
ther, and  supported  bim  with  an  annual  pen- 
sion. She  shewed  her  esteem  for  the  roemonr 
of  MiltOQ,  by  conferring  a  present  oo  bis 
mnd^daughter.  She  oblaioed  the  reca!  of 
ford  Lansdowne,  and  «f  Carte,  the  non-jaring 
historian,  who  had  both  been  obliged  to  abeooDd 
for  suspected  principles. 

'<  Words  cannot  sufficiently  express  the  sen* 
sibiiity  and  affection  of  George  the  Second  du- 
ring her  illness,  and  his  regret  tor  ber  loss. 
He  watched  by  lier  led-side  whh  aoahated 
attention,  and  could  scarcely  be  prevailed  oo  to 
take  any  rest,  till  she  expired. 

**  As  soon  as  the  first  emotions  of  grief  had 
subsided,  he  loved  to  talk  of  his  de|>arted 
Queen,  recounted  her  virtues,  and  considerttt 
how  she  would  have  acted  on  occasions  of 
difficulty .  He  continued  the  sahiries  of  all  tlie 
officers  and  nominal  servants  who  were  not 
taken  into  his  own  household,  and  cocnmanded 
a  list  of  her  numerous  benefactions  to  be  laid 
before  him ;  saying  it  was  his  iutentioo, 
that  nobody  should  be  a  sufierer  besiiles  him- 
self. 

*^  On  her  death  bed,  the  queen  testified  her 
approbation  of  sir  Robert  Wfllpole's  measures, 
and  the  high  opinion  she  entertained  of  bis 
capacity  and  rectitude.  Turning  to  the  mi- 
nister, who  with  the  king  was  standing  by  her 
bed-side,  she  said  to  him,  *  I  hope  you  wdl  ne- 
ver desert  the  King,  but  continue  to  serve  him 
with  your  usual  fidehtjr  •/  and  pointing  to  the 
King,  she  added,  *  1  reconDmend  his  Majesty  to 
you.'  The  King  said  nothing,  and  the  minis- 
ter was  alarmed,  lest  this  mode  of  making  hiro 
of  more  consequence  than  the  King,  mi^ht 
awaken  jealousy,  and  be  the  cause  of  his 
disgrace.  But  these  apprehensions  were  nn- 
fbunded. 

«*  The  King  was  so  affectj^d  with  the  Queen's 
death,  that  for  a  long  time  af^r  that  melao- 
choly  event,  he  couM  not  sec  sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole uitbont  bursting  into  tears.  Aboot  s 
fortnight  aftert^ards,  the  Kin^  shewed  hioi  an 
intercepted  letter,  in  which  it  was  observed 
that  as  the  Queen  was  dead,  the  minister  would 
lose  his  sole  protector.  *  It  is  false,'  soid  be, 
ffood  naturedly,  *  you  remember  that  oo  her 
death>bed    the   queen   recommended   oie  to 


you.' 
pole. 


_      qa< 

Coze's  Memoirs  of'  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
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Gon^erng  with  the  most  eminent  philoso- 
phenudauthon  of  the  age,  and  she  had 
madeM  peat  a  progress  in  literature^  that 
she  became  an  umpire  in  one  of  the  most 
abstruse  points  of  metaphysical  reasoning 
that  e?er  was  asitated;  the  doctrine  of 
free  wiM  and  ^tauty,  as  disputed  between 
Mr.  Leilmits  and  doctor  Cl^ke.  This 
turn  for  letters  had  so  happy  an  effect,  that 
the  iogenious  were  always  sure  of  her  pa- 
(roosge;  and  through  that,  the  bench  of 
bkhoDs  was  filled  up  with  prelates,  emi- 
nent tor  leamiDg  ana  moderation. 

His  Majesty  for  some  time  was  incon- 
soUUe  for  his  loss,  and  never  was  there  a 
more  unireraal  and  smcere  mourning,  than 
appeared  upon  this  melancholy  occasion  ; 
Dotiiingbemg  wanting  that  oould  testify 
the  concern  of  the  public.  Her  body  was 
depoated  with  the  proper  funeral  ceremo* 
nies,  m  a  new  vault  in  Henry  the  Tth's 
cbmeL* 


FOURTH  SESSION 

OF   THE 

EIGHTH  PARLIAMENT 

OF 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Kmg^s  Speech  on  Opening  the  Sei" 
don,]     January  24,  17Sa.     The   King 
opened  the    Session  with  the  following 
Speech  to  both  Houses : 
« 
'<  My  Lorda'and  Gentlemen, 

"  I  have  called  you  together  for  the  ne- 
cessarf  dispatch  of  the  public  business ; 
vhich  I  hope  will  be  earned  on  with  that 
pradence  and  expedition  which  becomes 
the  wisdom  of  parliament. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

'\1  have  ordered  the  Estimates  for  the 
ttrvice  of  the  current  year,  to  be  laid  be- 
fore you :  and  the  readiness  which  I  have 
^^ays  foond  in  you,  to  make  the  neces- 
^^O' provisions  for  the  honour,  peace,  and 
i^^^ty,  of  my  crown  and  kingdoms,  leaves 
^  no  room  to  dpubt  of  the  same  zeal,  af- 
tectioD,  and  due  regard,  for  the  support  of 
^y  govemment  and  the  public  safety. 
*<  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

*\\  ^^  y^^  ^6  ^^^  together  in  a  dis- 
portion  to  lay  aside  all  heats  and  animosi- 
^tt  which  may  unnecessarily  protract  this 
'^OQ.  I  am. determined  that  the  fiflfoirs 
« the  public  shall  suffer  no  delay  or  inter- 


Tindal. 


vuption  from  me,  upon  any  account  what*- 
soever." 

The  Lards'  Address  of  Thttnks.^  Tim 
Lords  aereed  upon  the  following  Addiesa 
of  Thanks: 

**  Most  gracious  Sovereign, 

<«  We  yotur  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Lords  miritual  and  tem- 
poral in  parliament  assemDled,  bes  k»ve 
to  return  your  Majesty  our  tmfeigned 
thanks  for  your  most  gracious  Speech 
from  the  tlirone. 

**  It  is  with  the  greatest  humility  W0 
take  this  first  opportunity  of  approaching 
your  royal  person,  to  lament  the  irrepara* 
ble  loss,  sustained  by  your  Majesty  and 
these  kingdoms,  in  the  death  of  that  ex- 
cellent princess,  our  late  most  gracious 
Queen;  and  with  hearts  overwhelmed 
with  pief,  to  condole  with  your  Majesty, 
on  this  melancholy  and  solemn  occasion. 

**  To  indulge  ourselves  in  reflectittg 
upon  the  many  great  and  amiable  qualities, 
which  distinguished  her  diining  character, 
and  conspired  to  form  the  greatest  queen, 
the  most  endearing  consort,  and  the  best' 
parent,  that  ever  made  a  princoi  a  pe^le, 
and  a  royal  fiimily  happy,  would  onyr  serve 
to  aggravate  your  Majestv's  just  grief,  and 
make  those  wounds  bleed  afresh,  which  it 
is  our  interest,  and  shall  be  our  endeavour, 
to  heal.  For  if  the  remembrance  of  the 
blessines  we  enjoyed,  from  the  happy  ef- 
fects of  her  never-to-be-forgotten  virtues, 
adds  so  much  to  the  general  affliction,  how 
deep  a  sense  must  it  strike  into  the  breast 
of  your  Majesty,  the  immediate  and  daily 
witness  <of  her  inestimable  accomplish- 
ments! 

*^  At  the  same  time  that  we  presume  to 
lay  these  imperfect  expressions  of  our  real 
sorrow  at  your  royal  feet,  we  cannot  but 
bless  God  for  the  preservation  of  your 
Majesty's  most  precious  life,  on  which  the 
welfare  and  happiness  of  these  kingdoms 
do  in  so  great  a  measure  depend ;  humbly 
beseeching  your  Majesty,  under  this  se- 
vere misrortune,  so  to  moderate  your 
^ief,  as  not  to  endanger  a  health  of  such 
mfinite  importance  to  all  your  people,  and 
to  exert  tnat  princely  fortitude  of  mind, 
which  alone  can  revive  our  disconsolate 
spirits ;  and,  by  lessening  your  Majesty's 
grief,  alleviate  that  of  your  faithful  sub« 
jtets. 

<*  Your  Majesty's  gracious  declaration, 
that  the  affiiirs  of^he  public  shall  suffer  no 
delay  or  interruption  from  you,  on  any 
accotmt  whatsoever,  la  a  freih  instunce^cn 
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your  Majesty's  making  the  welfare  of 
your  people,  your  first  care  in  all  circum- 
stances, and  under  all  trials  ;  and  must  be 
tlie  strongest  inducement  to  us,  if  any 
were  wantmg,  to  lay  aside,  all  heats  and 
animosities.  As  your  Majesty  has  always 
founded  the  glory  of  your  rei^,  in  pre- 
serving the  religious  and  dvd  rights  of 
your  people,  and  steadily  pursuing  their 
prosperity  and  happiness ;  so  we,  in  re- 
turn, place  our  great  security  under  God, 
for  those  invaluable  blessings,  in  the  safety 
of  your  Majesty's  most  sacred  person  and 
government,  which  we  will  always  support 
to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  excited  oy  all 
the  ties  of  duty  and  gratitude,  to  persevere 
with  unalterable  zed  and  affection  in  our 
loyalty  to  your  Majesty,  and  an  unshaken 
r^gara  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  your 
crown,** 

The  King^s  Annoer,']     His  Majesty's 
Answer  was.  as  follows : 
"My  Lords, 

**  I  thank  you  for  this  dutifiil  Address, 
4Um1  for  your  zeal  for  my  person  and  go- 
▼emment.  The  affisctionate  manner  in 
which  you  express  the  just  sense  you  have 
of  my  great  loss,  gives  me  the  most  accept- 
able proof  of  your  real  concern  for  me  and 
jny  family.'* 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Addreu 
cf  Thanks.']  The  Commons  being  re- 
turned to  their  House, 

Mr.  Henry  Fox  stood  up,  and  intro- 
duced his  motion  for  an  Address  of  Thanks, 
in  the  following  manner : 

Sir ;  It  has.been  always  the  custom  of 
this  House,  at  the  beginning  of  every  ses- 
sion -of  parliament,  to  return  his  Majesty 
our  thanks  for  his  Speech  from  the  throne ; 
but,  the  severe  stroke,  which  not  only  his 
Majesty  and  the  royal  family,  but  all  the 
nation  have  received  since  our  last  meet- 
ing, in  the  death  of  the  Queen,  requires, 
that  on  this  occasion  our  thanks  to  his 
.  Majesty  for  his  most  gracious  assurances, 
should  be  attended  with  our  condolance 
for  his  unexpressible  loss.  A  loss,  Sir, 
which,  I  flatter  myself,  I  read  in  the  eyes 
of  every  gentleman  who  bears  me,  and 
which  must  be  regretted  by  every  subject 
in  the  kingdom,  who  retains  in  his  breast 
«ne  spark  of  loyalty  and  gratitude. — Gen- 
tlemen cannot  miss  to  observe,  that  if  his 
Mi^esty  has  expressed  himself  on  this  oc- 
casion witli  more  brevity  than  usual,  it  is 
owing  to  the  itm^ntbrance  of  a  Princess 


'Debate  in  the  CommoM 

who  endeared  herself  in  every  relation  of 
life,  either  as  a  consort,  a  mother,  or  a 
Queen.  And  though  her  death,  Sir,  is  ao 
afflicting  dispensation  to  all  the  nation,  yet 
we  cannot  suppose  that  any  of  us  can  feel 
it  so  deeply  as  the  royal  breast,  which, 
while  she  was  alive,  she  so  much  eased  of 
the  toils  of  government  by  her  coansels, 
which  never  had  any  other  tendency  than 
to  promote  his  honour  by  promoting  the 
happiness  of  his  people.  Of  this.  Sir,  we 
had  many  late  instances,  especiidly  when 
the  sovereign  power,  in  the  absence  of  her 
royal  consort,  was  delegated  iato  her 
hands.  On  that  occasion,  Sir,  we  may  all 
remember  with  what  moderation  she  go- 
verned, with  what  cheerfuhiess  she  re- 
warded, and  with  what  reluctance  she  pu- 
nished ;  though  the  prudence  of  her  mea- 
sures rendered  the  exercise  of  this  last 
and  most  ungrateful  branch  of  the  royal 
prerogative,  but  seldom  necessary.  There- 


fore, Sir,  however  some  amongst  us  may 
differ  in  particular  views  and  interests,  I 
hope  we  shall  all  unite  in  payine  a  debt  d 


princesses,  as  well  as  of  duty  to  the  best 
of  kings.  I  move,  therefore.  That  this  House 
should  resolve,  **  That  an  humble  Address 
be  presented  to  his  Majesty;  to  return 
his  Majesty  the  thanks  of  this  House  for 
his  most  eracious  Speech  from  the  throne; 
to  condole  with  his  Majesty  on  his,  aod 
the  nation's  irreparable  loss,  by  the  death 
of  her  late  Majesty,  and  to  assure  his  Ma- 
jesty, that  this  House  does  always  take 
part  in  every  tiling  that  nearly  concerns 
and  affects  him,  and  will  endeavour  to  I 
soften  every  care  that  may  a))proach  him ; 
to  assure  his  Majesty,  that  we  will  care- 
fully avoid  all  heats  and  animosities ;  that 
we  will  readily  and  effectually  raise  the 
supplies  necessary  for  the  service  of  the 
current  year ;  and,  as  we  are  truly  sensible 
of  the  regard  his  Majesty  has  alwa}[8 
shewn  to  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  bis 
subjects,  that  we  will,  as  becomes  the  re- 
presentatives of  a  grateful  people,  lose  no 
occasion  of  testifying  our  a&ction  and  zeal 
for  the  support  of  his  government,  and  the 
preservation  of  our  excellent  constitution ; 
and  farther,  to  beseech  his  Majesty  to  be 
careful  of  his  sacred  and  inestm»d>le  life, 
on  which  the  happiness  of  his  fiunily  and 
his  people  so  immediately  depends.'* 

Inis  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Sel- 
wyn,  jun. ;  upon  which, 

Mr.   Shippen  spoke  to   the .  following 
purpose: 
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Sir ;  It  would  be  verjr  unbecomiDg  any 
genUenun  in  th&  HoujBe»  to  oppose  the 
motieD  made  b  J  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  ^ke  last.    For  my  own  part.  Sir,  I 
have  so  deep  a  sense  of  the  loss  we  all  sus- 
tain by  the  death  of  that  incompaorable 
princess,  that  I  think  no  expressions  of 
gratitude  or  sorrow  can  do  more  than  jus- 
tice to  her  character.    Thus  much,  Sur,  I 
^peak  as  a  subject  of  his  M^esty :  I  shall 
now  b^  leaTe  to  trouble  you  with  a  few 
wonb,  as  one  w^o  has  the  honour  to  sit  in 
this  House^^— Speeches  from  the  throne^ 
Sir,  have  often,  in  my  time,  been  looked 
upon  as  expressins;  the  sense  of  the  minis- 
tiTf  rather  than  Aat  of  the  Prince.    For 
which  reason  there  have  been  many  in- 
stances wherein  diis  House  has  taken  the 
liberty  to  debate  on  every  sentence  of  such 
speeches.    I  do  not  indeed  aifirm  that  the 
Speech  now  to  be  considered  is  drawn  up  to 
serve  a&y  private  ministerial  ends ;  but  think 
that,  in  our  Address  of  Thanks,  we  ought 
to  go  no  greater  lengths  than  tiie  general 
expressions  in  the  ^eech  require.     I  am, 
Sir,  confirmed  in  this  epiniovi  from  former 
instances,  wherein  I  have  kiM>wn  that  too 
warm  an  Address  from  this  House  has 
been  looked  upon  by  the  ministry  as  an 
^probation,  not  only  of  their  past,  but 
tneir  present  and  future  measures.  I  have 
known.  Sir,  a  minister,  when  any  part  of 
hb  conduct  was  objected  to,  tell  gentle- 
men; *<  Did  you  not  give  the  crown  all  the 
ag&urances  possible,  that  you  were  perfectly 
^isfied  with  the  measures  taken  by  the 
Rovemment  ?  Did  not  you  return  an  Ad- 
mass of  Thanks,  and  exoress  your  resolu- 
tion to  concur  with  his  Majesty  in  every 
*tep  Xfii  should  take  for  the  welmre  and  se- 
curity of  the  government  V^   I  say,  Sir, 
such  speeches  as  these  have  formerly  been 
made  by  nupisters,  and  gentlemen  have 
found  themselves  very  mudi  embarrassed 
by  the  fine  wor&t  and  &ir  promises  insert^ 
in  their  Address.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  think  it 
not  improper,  as  his  Majesty  has  not  been 
pleased  to  inform  us  of  the  situation  of  af- 
oirs,  to  suspend  our  approbation  of  any 
measures  that  may  have  been  taken  since 
last  sessimi*    When  they  come  to  be  laid 
before  us  in  a  regular  manner,  let  us  then 
approve  them,  if  they  are  right  measures ; 
but  let  us  not  by  an  over-forward  zeal  pre- 
dudc  ourselves  from  the  liberty  of  object- 
ing to  them,  if  they  are  wrong  ones.  Some 
of  them,  Sir,  may  very  soon  come ,  under 
our  consideration ;   for  I  believe  no  gen- 
tleman here  is  ignorant,  that  our  mer- 
chants have  of  late  nwde  very  strong  ^ 
[VOL.X.] 


plicatioM  to  the  govemflMDt  for  a  ndneM 
<^  the  injuries  they  have  su&red  by  the 
Spanish  Depredations.  This  affieur  may 
v^y  probably  come  before  us,  in  this  ses* 
sion ;  and  then.  Sir,  I  hope  we  shall  havo 
a  fair  opportunity  of  doing  justice  to  the 
seal  of  tiie  administration  for  the  honour 
and  interest  of  the  kinsdom.  Besides* 
Sir,  this  last  Speech  from  die  throne  beinff* 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  observed, 
shorter  than  usual,  we  can  learn  nothing 
from  it  Gonceminff  the  state  of  our  affiurs, 
witli  respect  to  the  other  powers  of  Eu- 
rope ;  we  know  nothing  ot  the  many  ne» 
gotiadons  set  on  foot,  since  pur  last  ses- 
sion, for  securing  the  balance  of  power, 
and  for  preventing  our  aspiring  neignboura 
of  France  from  becomuig  too  formidable, 
and  from  rising  by  the  depression  of  the 
emperor.  Andhere,  Sir,  I  must  be^  leave 
to  take  notice,  that  if  ever  the  senUmenta 
of  those  without  doors  are  to  have  any 
weight  in  this  House,  we  have  on  this  oc"* 
casion  the  strongest  reason  for  our  being 
cautious,  how  we  do  any  thing  that  may 
look  like  an  approbation  of  our  late  mea- 
sures ;  for  wherever  I  have  happened  to  be 
since  we  last  met,  I  have  heard  them  un- 
animously condemned*  But  be  that  as  it 
will,  when  these  and  Uie  like  points  come 
under  our  consideration,  if  it  shall  appear 
that  Qur  ministers  have  acted  a  part  be- 
coming tlie  dignity,  and  consistent  with 
the  welfare  of  this  nation,  I  shall  very  rea- 
dxlv  consent  to  our  making  them  aa  ample 
acKnowledgments  as  their  conduct  de- 
serves ;  but  till  this  appears,  it  is  my  hum- 
ble opinion,  that  we  ought  not  to  be  lavish 
of  our  compliments,  but  leave  oursdyes  at 
liberty  to  (U)ject  or  approve,  according  as 
truth,  justice,  and  tne  public  good  dhall 
direct. 

Mr.  WtaJdn  WitUamt  Wym  spoke  next: 

Sir;  I  cannot  but  own  myself  to  be  en- 
tirely of  the  opinion  of  my  boa.  friend  who 
spoke  last.  As  speeches  from  .the  throne 
have  been  taken  for  the  sense  of  the  mi- 
nistry, too  lavish  addresses  from  this  House 
have  been  regarded  rather  as  incense  to 
the  minister,  Uian  a  just  acknowledgment 
to  the  sovereign*  But,  Sir,  I  hope  we 
shall  always  look  upon  ourselves  as  the 
trustees  ot  the  people,  and  endeavour  to 
speak  their  sense  in  our  addresses»  as  well 
as  act  for  their  interests  in  our  proceed'* 
ings.  Though  the  expressions.  Sir,  pro- 
p(»ed  to  be  inserted  in  this  Address,  *  that 
*  we  will  carefuDy  avoid  all  heats  and  ani- 
mosities,' Is  to  be  s»ire,  a  very  proper  part. 
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bf nrrtoludbn  offliis  nftture,  tod  What  Itah 
pei^uatded  every  gentleman  will  willingly 
agree  to ;  yet  thefe  have  been  instances. 
Sir,  when  fiom  as  well  guarded  expres- 
^ons  ministers  have  taSen  occasion  to 
fittempt  the  subversion  of  that  liberty  of 
debate,  and  freedom  of  speech,  which 
ought  td  dMinguish  the  representatives  of 
ft  n'ee  people.  Amongst  such  a  people, 
Sir,  an  t)t)position  always  must,  and  per- 
haps it  Is  their  happiness  that  it  does,  exist. 
And,  Sir,  though  it  is  to  be  tvi^h^  that 
heats  Snd  animosities  were  banished  from 
^1  opnosition,  yet  I  am  afraid  while  men 
have  different  passions,  different  interests, 
and  diffef'ent  views,  this  can  scarcely  be 
^fiected.  The  granting  necessary  Supplies 
for  die  current  year,  Sir,  is  wnat  seems 
very  Reasonable  and  indispensable  in  a 
House  of  Commons.  But,  Sir,  I  believe 
there  are  instances  when,  in  former  reigns, 
tfie  Commons  have  refused  to  grant  a  snil- 
Kng  for  the  services  of  the  current  year, 
till  they  were  sure  the  money  granted  for 
the  services  of  the  preceding  had  been 
properly  applied.  Besides,  Sir,  the  true 
old  parliamentary  method  d*  proceeding, 
iras  not  immediately  to  vote  an  Address 
6f  Thanks  for  every  diing  the  minister  had 
done  during  the  intermediate  time,  right 
or  wrong,  but  to  appoint  a  day  for  exa- 
mining the  grfevances  of  the  nation  ;  and 
redress  of  these  was  dways  msisted  on  be- 
fore any  Supplies  were  granted.  No  House 
df  C6mm6ns  had  ever  greater  reason  tliah 
we  Mve  to  be  frugal  of  the  public  money, 
find  to  enquire  m  what  manner  it  has  been 
kpplted.  we  have  already  panted  to  his 
Majesty  sums  sufficient  to  nave  enabled 
the  minlstw  to  .put  the  nation  into  such  a 
rituHtion,  that  Bne  might  have  nothing  to 
fear  from  any  enemies  either '  at  home  or 
abroad;  and  consequently  to  have  dimi- 
nished the  taxes,  and  eased  the  people  of 
•ome  part  of  the  unsupportable  load  of 
debt  tney  now  lie  under.  If,  upon  en- 
qohyj,  it  Shan  appear  that  fliey  have  acted 
In  Ais  tnanner ;  if  it  shall  appear  that  the 
people  have  so  much  as  a  prospect  of  re- 
lief firom  their  present  pressures,  I  shall 
liiink  the  sums  we  have  already  granted, 
not  only  Well  bestowed,  but  shall  concur 
with  any  motion  that  may  be  made  for  our 
eranting  the  like  in  time  to  come.  But, 
Sir,  notwithstanding  the  sums  we  have  al- 
feadj^  grknted,  if  the  public  debt,  instead 
<>f  being  diminished,  is  d^ly  increasing,  if 
it /shall  dp()eslr  that  sttiy  i^ktt  of  It  hfls  been 
ap|j)Iied  m  pi'amotlng  flife  arts  of  corrup- 
ngn,  imd  betraying  tiie  tiation ;  I  think  it 
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is  our  duty  to  put  a  stop  to  Ikny  such  gmti 
for  the  future.  In  the  mean  time,  Sir,  1 
am  as  forward  as  any  gei)tleman  here,  thai 
we  should  condole  wim  his  Majesty  on  thi 
irreparable  loss  of  the  late  Qqeen,  and  thai 
we  express  our  resolution  of  losing  notjci 
casion  of  testifying  our  zeal  for  the  suppoi^ 
of  his  government,  and  the  preservation  o 
our  excellent  constitution ;  nay,  of  oul 
going  the  greatest  lengths  for  securing  thj 
crown  in  his  Majesty*?  person  and  femil^^ 
But,  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  say,  that  thi 
rea^estway  to  make  tliese  engagement 
good,  is  by  reserving  to  ourselves  a  rm 
of  enquiring  into  any  misapplication  tha 
may  hftve  been  "made  of  the  public  nionej 
and  credit,  and  by  determining  to  let  thl 
world  see  that  we  are  resolved  to  do^ 
much  as  lies  in  our  power  for  making  M 
Majesty  the  sovereign  of  a  great^  a  bappj 
and  an  uncorrupted  people. 

Sir  WiiUam  Yonge  said : 

Sir;  I  really  thought  that  tbe  terms  M 
which  thehononrable  gentleman  who  spok< 
first,  proposed  we  should  address  his  Ma| 
jesty,  were  so  decent,  and  so  expressive  d 
our  veneration  for  the  memory  of  the  lati 
Queen,  as  well  as  of  our  affection  for  hil 
Majesty's  person  and  his  illustrious  family 
that  they  were  unexceptionable.  Tliere 
fore,  I  am  surprised,  that  gentlemen  should 
take  occasion  from  them,  to  throw  out  anj 
insinuations  against  the  present  admini^ 
tration;  because,  perhaps,  there  have  bed 
corrupt  administrations  in  former  timd 
When  gentlemen  seem  to  doubt,  if  v^ 
^ould  assure  his  Majesty,  that  we  ^'^ 
readily  and  effectually  raise  the  sii|t>^^< 
necessat^  for  his  Majesty's  Service,  hecansi 
the  pnbhc  money  has  been  formerly  misapj 
plied,  they  majr  doubt,  whether  ^e  shouW 
condole  with  his  Majesty  on  *he  death  ol 
his  royal  consort;  because  there  hav^ 
been  Queens,  whose  loss  t^  nattion  had  nd 
reasoA  to  regret.  If  th^re  has  been  anj 
mistoplication  of  the  public  money,  Sir,!" 
will  be  time  enough  fer  gentlemen  to  pro^ 
duce  their  objectKJns,  when  the  Bills  foi 
providing  for  the  supplies  of  the  curreni 
year  come  und^'r  our  considertftion :  Butj 
Sir,  I  can,  by  no  means,  think  that  this  is  i 
time  for  gmrting  these  objections,  on  tW 
very  firs^t  day  ofa  session,  and  immediately 
after  his  Majesty  has  recommended  unani* 
mity  in  our  proceedings  from  the  throne, 
If  It  shall  appear,  Sir,  that  toy  demand^ 
tihitt  shall  be  then  made,  are  unnecessary, 
gentlemen  are  n6t  precluded  by  the  term« 
of  the  Address,  now  prdposed,  froia  stac(^ 


ytg  tiieir  djfEcolties ;  bcctmfif  bj  it,  w^ 
only  pr«iiuse  to  gnmt  such  supplies  as 
shall  be  aecesgaiy.  I  shall  make  no  doubt 
but  the  tvo  honourable  gentlemen  who 
spoke  last,  have  lived  under  a  very  corrupt 
and  very  dai^rous  administration  in  this 
patloa;  aa«£nini8trationf  that  by  a  scan- 
dalous abuse  of  their  sovereign's  power, 
must  k?e  sunk  us  in  the  esteem  of  all  na- 
tions abroad,  and  entailed  superstition  apd 
skreij  OD  us  at  home,  had  not  Providence 
and  the  counsels  of  a  subsequent  adminis- 
tntioD  inteigi^osed.  But,  Sir,  till  the  ho- 
poonhle  gentlemen  shall  prove  that  we 
are  Dov  in  the  same  despicable  circum- 
itancet,  1  think  there  can  oe  no  objectioi) 
to  our  resolvine  upon  an  Address  in  the 
tenos  proposed  by  t/tie  hon.  gentleman 
vh  made  the  motion. 

The  Cou^mone  Addrm  of  TkanlcsA 
7k  following  Address  was  then  agreed 
to: 

"  Most  Gracious  Sovereign ; 

"  We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
lojai  subjects,  the  Uonunons  of  Great 
Britam  in  parliament  assembled,  beg  leave 
to  return  our  most  humble  and  grateful 
T\m^  for  your  Majesty's  most  gracious 
Speech  from  the  throne. 

"To  q)eak  our  utmost  sense  of  tlie 

Eloss  your  IV^iyestj^  and  these  king- 
have  lately  sustained,  would  be  to 
revire  sod  aggr^y^te,  what  we  wish  to  al- 
leviate and  dispel;  but  we  hope  your  Ma- 
jfstjwill  p^i^n  the  intrusion  of  our  sin- 
m  coadolancci  when  you  reflect  on  the 
W^  duty,  by  v^hich  we  are  bound,  as 
2%ctions(e  subjects  to  your  Majesty,  and 
Si  representatives  of  the  people  of  Great 
^taln,  not  to  pass  over  in  silence  this  ob- 
j^  of  your  distress,  and  their  uuversal 
iBoufQJag. 

"  When  we  reflect  ot^  the  amiable  pri- 
late  cbsracttr  of  that  great  prmcess,on  tier 
l^vsosH  sQd  di^^tic  merit,  as  an  indul- 
gent aofl  ii^ructive  parent,  a  mild  and 
^^^«m mistftts ;  or, with  regard toyour 
Majesty,  ^  uniting  in  one  all  the  dirorent 
^Wacteri  of  t^e  mqst  pleasing  as  well  as 
cauunt  companion ;  t|ie  ipost  able  as  well 
9^  most  fiuthful friend;  the  most  tender 
^  v^il  99  tf^e  ipps^  (^iiaisrvant  wife ;  when 
Wtre^ea  oi|)|i^f^  circunwtanpes,  wemoum 
7^k«,asth«greatest  with  which  your  Ma- 

Cud  your  royal  house  could  have 
afficted:  but  when  we  turn  our 
%«ght8  to  her  great  and  public  virtues, 
^Wc  of  justice,  her  attachment  to  the 
^fwa  and  prjjfjfcipl^  of  ^is  fvise  and  happy 


cow*i^tW)n,  h^j  es^t^onve  djapjfi^,  b^^ 
boundless  benevolence,  her  succour  to  dis- 
tre^,  her  favoijr  tp  rne^i^,  her  leni^^  t|o  ^I. 
When  we  consider  Ui^se  part^  pf  her  high 
character,  it  is  no  Ipnger  ior  particular  ana 
personal  causes  that  we  grieve ;  it  is  (\  na- 
tional loss  we  lament. 

*<  If  a  due  subp;iission  to  superior  au- 
thority, and  a  due  exercise  of  Ppwer, 
when  committed  to  her  hands,  are  tne[ 
strongest  marks  of  excellence  in  both  P^rt% 
of  government ;  and  if  these  justly  clain^ 
praise  and  admiration ;  how  can  we  qi^« 
ncientlv  praise  or  admire  her  cpn^HCt^ 
either  m  the  presence  or  absence  of'  your 
Majesty  ?  In  the  first  we  saw  the  pnos( 
constant  compliance  with  ^our  will ;  in  the 
last,  the  true  representation  of  him,  with 
whose  delegated  authority  she  was  vested ; 
for  all  her  acts  were  great,  and  wisey  an4 
good ;  alternately  we  l>eheld  her  sijhniis^ 
sion  in  this  character,  and  felt  her  |nild* 
ness  in  ^e  other ;  and  great  as  the  dis- 
tance may  se^m  from  comm'and  tp  subjec- 
tion, the  transition  to  her  was  easy,  who^ 
abilities  were  equal  to  any  sjtuation,  an^ 
whose  temper  could  conform  to  all ;  as  re- 
signed to  tne  duties  of  a  quepn  copsprt,  as 
capable  of  the  high  office  pf  guji^Tcl^i^  0^ 
the  realm ;  as  reculy  to  submit,  as  able  to, 
command,  and  eaiumy  an  ^xmple  \o  all 
sovereigns,  when  she  ri^ed,  and  to  all  &yji^ 
jccts,  when  slie  obeyed. 

<<  And  though  your  M^es^y's  just  &n4 
great  concern  on  this  Qccasion^  WPm14  per- 
haps receive  no  extenuation  tirpm  the  poip- 
fort  your  faithful  Commons  might  v^pl|r 
try  to  administer ;  yet,  that  nothing  x(^y 
be  wanting  on  our  parts,  which  may  contri- 
bute to  the  making  your  Majesty '§  |[ovppa- 
roent  (the  source  of  our  prosperity)  af 
easy  to  yourself,  as  it  ha$  ever  heen  tQ 
your  subjects ;  we  do  assure  your  Majes- 
ty, that  we  will  not  only  carefull^r  ^v'ojd 
all  heats  and  animosities,  but  will,  with  the 
greatest  readiness,  effectually  raise  the 
supplies  necessary  for  the  service  of  the 
current  year;  and,  with  a  zeal  and  af)- 
fection  becoming  the  representatives  of 
a  grateful  people,  make  all  pecessarv. 
provisions  for  the  honour,  peace,  and 
security  of  your  crown  and  kinsdonis ; 
demonstrating  to  all  the  world,  that  the 
support  of  your  Majesty's  government* 
and  the  public  safety,  ace  constantly  pur 
care;  and  that  we  aesire  nothing  mpfe 
than  the  preservatjqn  of  our  ^ise  and  ex- 
cellent constitutipn  in  the  san)e  happy^ 
firm,  and  envied  situation,  in  which  jt  was 
delivefed  down  to  119  fto^  oyff  anp^f t^ff 
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and   yoor    Majesty's    great    predeces* 
aors. 

^  But  whilst  bj  these  means  we  endea- 
vour to  prevent  an j  additional  disquiet 
from  appnMching  your  royal  person,  we 
must  beg  leave  to  lay  again  before  your 
Majesty  the  anxious  grief  of  your  whole 
people,  together  with  their  most  humble 
and  earnest  wishes,  that  your  Majesty's 
known  resolution  may  aid  tmie,  in  alleviat- 
ing your  sorrow  for  that  loss,  which  no- 
thing can  repair,  and  in  restoring  to  your 
Majesty  that  tranquillity  of  mind,  which 
can  alone  free  us  from  the  most  solicitous 
fears  for  a  life,  on  which  the  happiness  of 
your  royal  family,  and  of  this  afflicted  na- 
tion, so  immediately  depends." 

The  King's  Arufioer.']  ,  The  King^s  An- 
swer was  as  follows : 
•«  Gentlemen, 

«*  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  this  duti- 
ful and  very  affectionate  Address :  I  am  so 
sensibly  touched  by  this  convincing  proof 
of  your  particular  regard  to  me,  that  I  am 
not  able,  in  this  distress,  to  command  my- 
self sufficiently  to  express  the  just  sense  I 
have  of  your  affection  and  concern  for  me 
Upon  this  occasion." 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Reduc 
Hon  of  the  Army,']  Feb.  S.  Sir  Charles 
l\imer  being  in  the  chair,  in  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  it  was 
referred  to  consider  further  of  the  Supply 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  it  was  moveo, 
«•  That  the  number  of  e&ctive  men  to  be 
provided  for  euards  and  garrisons  in  Great 
Britain,  and  for  Guernsey  and  Jersey,  for 
theyearl7S8,  be,  (inclutUn^l  ,815  invalids, 
and  555  men,  which  the  six  independant 
comoanies  consist  of,  for  the  service  of  the 
Highlands^  17,704  men;  commission  and 
non-conmiission  officers  included."  This 
being  objected  to,  a  debate  ensued, 

Mr.  George  Barclay  spoke  to  the  fol- 
lowing purport : 

Sir ; — It  is  very  extraordinary,  that  a 
resolution  like  this  should  be  bffered  to 
the  Committee,  after  the  multiplicity  of 
treaties,  conventions,  negotiations,  and 
other  measures  that  have  been  lately  car- 
.  ried  on  with  almost  every  court  in  Europe. 
I  believe,  Sir,  there  is  not  a  man  in  Uie 
nation,  except  those  who  are  under  the 
direction  and  influence  of  the  ministry,  or 
in  the  secret  of  affairs  themselves,  which  I 
hope  never  to  be,  but  expected,  afler  we 
^a  been  so  long  amused  with  the  fine 
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effiscU  that  our  pacific  measures  were  to 
produce,  that  they  at  least  would  be  at- 
tended with  a  reduction  *  of  the  nomeroof 
forces  that  are  now  on  foot :  but  so  far 
from  that.  Sir,  an  addition,  it  seems,  in- 
instead  of  a  reduction,  is  to  take  place. 
For  my  own  part,  I  never  was  at  pa'ms  ta 
enquire  what  the  proper  number  to  be  re- 
duced is,  because  I  own  very  frankly,  that 
I  have  always  been  against  any  Standing 
Army  in  time  of  peace,  as  a  thin^  un- 
known to  the  laws  and  constitution  ot  Bn- 
tain,  and  destructive  to  the  liberty  of  her  \ 
subjects.  Such,  Sir,  was  always  die  lan- 
guage of  this  House,  while  we  had  a  go-  i 
vernment  which  understood  how  to  make 
the  nation  formidable  abroad,  by  preserv- 
ing to  the  Prince  on  the  throne  the  love 
and  aiiection  of  his  subjects  at  home.  But 
this.  Sir,  is  an  art  that  seems  to  have  been 
lost  in  Great.Britain :  but  if  our  ministry  i 
have  lost  the  art  of  making  themsehresbe-  | 
loved,  they  seem  resolved  to  make  them- 
selves feared  by  the  people. 

I  have  hearcL  it  said,  Sir,  that  if  we  do  | 
not  keep  up  a  standing-army,  eveiy  thing 
must  run  into  confusion.     Sir,  I  am  one  oif 
those  who  think  that  a  standing-arniy  is 
worse  than  the  worst  confusion;  and  if 
order  is  to  be  preserved  amongst  us  b^  a  i 
standing-army,  I  could  wish  that  things  | 
were  to  run  into  confusion,  because  out  of 
confusion  order  mifi;ht  arise.    Therefore, 
Sir,^  I  am  absolutely  against  the  present 
motion.    But  if  gentlemen  who  have  con- 
sidered the  thing  perhaps  more  than  1  have 
done,  shaH  propose  a  number  which  may 
not  be  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  I  shall  not  be  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  WiUiamHat^  i^ke  to  the  follow- 
tng  elfect : 

Sir;  Gentlemen,  when  they  talk  of 
negotiations  and  treaties,  spieak  as  if  a  mi- 
nister were  to  be  as  sure  or  the  success  of 
the  event  which  depends  upon  various  and 
impossible-to-be-foreseen  accidents,  as  he 
could  be  of  a  mathematical  proposition. 
I  am  as  much  against  a  minister's  running 
into  an  idle,  or  an  improbable  scheme  of 
negociation,  and  against  his  amusing  the 

*  **Mr.Haywasboroat£l(eoburiic,8uasez, 
about  1700,  and  educated  at  HeaHley  tchooL 
In  1784,  on  lord  Hardwicke'a  promotioo,  b« 
was  elected  member  for  Seaford,  wbicfa  be  re- 
presented till  biff  death.  He  espoused  die oaoae  ^ | 
of  sir  Robert  Walpole,  whom  be  defeiidfd  in 
some  parophlets,  and  by  whom  he  was  reward- 
ed witn  the  piaoa  of  commbaioner  of  the  Vic- 
toalliDg  office.    He  died  19th  Jane  1755.   He 
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luitowift  groundless  hopes  of  success,  or 
puuii^  jl  to  muiecesBafy  expences,  as  any 
genUoBaD  here.    But,  Sir,  ministers  are 
to  Ufirer  for  the  reasonableness,  and  not 
for  the  ^fent  of  their  measures :  it  is  un- 
just to  •vmose  them  to  be  endued  with 
the  spiiit  }Si  profrfiecy,  so  as  to  foresee 
ccmtingeDCiefty  to  prevent  deaths,  er  guard 
agauMt  ereiy  accident  that  may  happen; 
aBdII>elieve,  Sir,  if  we  do  not  suppose 
this,  aod  if  we  coolly  and  impartially  exa- 
aiine  the  conduct  orour  nrinistry  for  some 
yean  past,  we  shall  find  they  have  acted 
as  piidoit  and  as  rational  a  part,  as  the 
wisest  ministers  the  hon.  gentleman  can 
instance  in  any  period  of  our  histOTy.     Sir, 
if  the  hon.  gentieman  wiU  eneage  to  shew 
me  one  step  ikuide  by  the  administration 
that  has  been  unsuccessful  purely  from  the 
&uJt  of  our  ministers,  I  will  engage  to  diew 
him  three  in  usa^  other  reign  Uiat  he  shall 
be  pleased  to  pitdi  upon.    So  that.  Sir. 
unless  gentlemen  oeme  to  the  point,  and 
instance  some  particular  part  of  conduct 
that  is  blameable  in  our  miDistiy,  all  these 
loose  general  reflections  mutt,  go  for  no- 
thioe;  because  they  may  be  Mualhr  ap- 
plied to  a  good,  a  bad,  or  an  ibdifllerent 
miDistry.    JBut,  Sir,  I  own  this  a  deviation 
from  the  present  questioot  which  is,  wbe* 
tber  the  number  moved  for,  is  the  number 
proper  to  be  kept  up  at  this  juncture?  Sir, 
I  have  as  little  reason  as.  moat  gentlemen 
in  this  House  to  wish  for  the  continuance 
of  any  tax  or  imposition  upon  the  people : 
I  jun  sore  I  may  lose,  but  never  can  gain 
^  it   But  I  am  for  continuing  the  present 
Bumher  of  forces,  because  at  present  I  en- 
joy both  my  fortune  and  my  liberty  ;  and 
should  we  break  or  reduce  our  forces  to 
the  number  the  hbn.  gentleman  seems  to 
^  for,  I  should  not  be  sure  of  enjoying 
either  of  these  advantages  till  next  session. 
This,  Sir,  I  speak  from  the  experieuce  I 
^y  have  of  tlie  present  temper  and  dis- 
position of  the    people    witnout   doors. 
Every  rank  and  degree  of  our  commonalty 
is  80  tainted  with  dissatisfaction  against 
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^He  «  Religio  PbikMopbi,'  &c.  a  Trans- 
hsion  of  Hawkins  Browne's  De  Immortalitate 
Aoiflue— The  Epigrams  of  Martial  modernized, 
^c.,  bendes  an  Essay  on  Deformity,  iu  which 
iterated  with  humour  and  liveliness  on  his 
«wn  penooal  imperfedioD,  observing,  tliat  of 
^558  members  of  the  Commons'  House,  he 
^s  the  only  mau  of  bodily  dfformity.  His 
^^  was  equally  deformed,  and  was  cruelly 
pot  to  death  by  Coosim  ^lly  Kawn,  at  PaUia, 
]76?.  Uay'g  Works  were  publUhed  by  his 
<«ashter,9vols.4to.  t79i."    Lempriere. 
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that  government  tmder  which  we  enjoy 
liberty  to  as  full  and  great  a  degree  as  any 
people  ever  did,  that  I  dare  say,  were  it 
not  for  our  army,  we  should  soon  see  our 
constitution  ruined,  and  this  House  ren- 
dered useless.  In  this  sense  it  is;  Sir,  I 
vote  for  the  preseq^  motion ;  because  our 
army  serves  at  presentoo  defend  both  my 
fortune  and  my  liberty  :  for  I  dare  affirm, 
that  no  man  who  enjoys  either,  can  be  sure 
of  them  an  hour  longer  afler  things  go 
into  confusion,  or  after  the  succession  to 
the  crown  in  the  present  royal  fhmily  is  set 
aside.  1  shall  not  pretend  to  account  to 
the  House  for  this  general  dissatisfaction 
and  degeneracy ;  but.  Sir,  one  visible,  and 
I  believe,  the  principal  cause  of  it,  is  the 
exorbitant  liberty,  I  should  rather  call  it 
licentiousness,  of  the  press,  Thte  press. 
Sir,  give  me  leave  to  aod,  when  it  is  under 
proper  regulations,  is  .one  of  the  greatest 
advantages  of  a  f^  people ;  but  when 
prostituted  to  dissatisfaction,  ambition,  or 
revenge,  it  becomes  the  nuisance  of  a  go- 
vernment. The  last.  Sir,  happens  to  be 
the  nresent  state  of  the  liberty  of  the  press 
in  Great  Britain ;  no  rank  or  character  has 
been  secure  from  the  invenomed  attacks 
of  the  pretended  friends  to  liberty ;  and 
Sir,  as  no  people  in  the  world  are  fonder 
of  being  acquainted  with  the  politics  of 
their  country  than  t>urs  are,  it  requires  no 
uncommon  strength  of  parts  or  genius  to 
debauch  them  mto  a  bad  opinion  of  the  best 
prince  or  minister  that  ever  was ;  it  is  but 
telling  them,  *  You  are  the  judges  of  the 
conduct  of  the  administration  ;  it  is  yoo 
that  furnish  the  expences  of  our  fleets  and 
armies,  and  therefore  the  mmistry  ought 
not  to  make  one  step  witliout  your  con- 
currence and  advice.'  Sir,  there  is  not  a 
shopkeeper,  nay  not  a  porter  in  the  streets 
who  does  not  understand  these  arguments, 
who  does  not  think  himself  qualihed  to  be 
a  minister  of  state,  and  that  he  has  as  good 
a  title  to  judge  df  the  measures  of  the  go- 
vernment, as  any  gentleman  in  this  House, 
or  all  the  gentlemen  t^ken  together.  An  v 
man  who  flatters  the  vanity  of  a  mob,  will 
always  have  that  mob  on  his  side.  This, 
Sir,  seems  to  be  ^the  true,  and  the  only 
merit  of  all  the^scVibblers  c^ainst  the  go- 
vernment; aiid  if  the  people  feel  any  m- 
conveniency  from  the  number  of  forces 
kept  up,  it  is  owing  to  them ;  for  both 
prudence  and  necessity  oblige  the  govern- 
ment not  to  part  with  their  present  force, 
fbr  these  writers  have  but  too  good  success 
in  poisoning  the  minds  of  the  people:  I 
say.  Sir, .nedDssity  obliges  us  to  it;  for  If 
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jou  cQAUnue  tbe  Vl^xts  of  th^  pr^a«,  so 
as  to  protect  ev^iy  scritipl^Fy  whop^rhafw 
U  hired  to  spirit  vp  th^  people  ag^nst  fheir 
governors,  there  is  ft  necessi^  that  ^ou 
would  continue  your  army.  But,  Sir,  I 
fun  far  from  insinuating  as  if  we  were  in 
imy  danger  from  the  liberty  of  the  press : 
no»  it  is  the  licentiousness  of  the  authors, 
and  not  the  liberty  of  the  press  (hat  we  are 
to  dread ;  and  till  such  time  as  some  efiec- 
tual  stop  is  put  to  that  licentiousness,  I 
fhall  be  against  maJung  any  reduction  ^f 
"our  forces. 

Mr.  SUppen  next  spoke  thus : 

Sir;  The  hop.  gentleman  who  spoke 
first  for  the  motion,  has  indeed  made 
the  best  excuse  for  the  ministry  that  can 
be  made ;  ministers  are  but  men,  some- 
times weak  men ;  and  though  it  would  be 
unjust  tp  suppose  them  endued  with  a 
spirit  of  prophecy,  yet,  I  think  they  should 
at  least  be  possessea  of  a  tolerable  share  of 
prudence.  I  should  not  indeed  wonder  if 
one  or  two  measures  went  wrong  upon  a 
minister's  hand^  through  unavoidable  ac- 
cidents ;  yet,  I  thipk  it  strange  that  every 
measure  should  go  wrong,  that  not  one  of 
the  numerous  expedients  that  have  been 
set' on  foot  for  securing  tljc  tranquillity  of 
Europe,  orprovidiilg  for  the  security  of 
Great  Britain,  should  prove  effectual.  Sir, 
I  own  that  gjves  mc  ^rong  apprehensions 
of  what  I  am  not  inclined  to  express  on 
this  occasion.    I  own  that,  with  tiie  hon. 

fentleman  who  snoke  first  on  this  motion, 
was  apt  to  think  that  the  round  of  nego- 
tiations and  treaties  we  hav0  been  carry- 
injg  on  .for  these  ten  or  twelve  years  past 
with  all  the  powers  in  Europe,  might  have 
Drocured  us  at  least  some  respite  from  a 
Burden  which  our  forefathers  never  knew : 
I  mean.  Sir,  that  of  a  standing-army ;  I 
call  it  a  standing-army,  because  it  has  con- 
tinued for  these  many  years,  and  we  have 
always  been  told  the  same  things  over  and 
over  again,  as  reasons  why  it  is  continued. 
I  have,  during  many  years,  told  the  ]HU)uae 
every  session  that  we  should  have  a  return 
of  the  very  same  reasons  next  session ;  but 

gentlemen  never  seemed  to  believe  me, 
lough  they  have  hitherto  found  my  words 
but  too  true.  Now,  Sir,  as  the  same 
causes  have  subsisted  for  about  these  forty 
years,  without  being  any  worse  for  the 
wearing,  I  am  apt  to  think  they  may  sub- 
sist forty  years  longer ;  and  while  tlije  same 
fcauses  subsist,  the  same  e&cts  ^n^sjt  fol- 
low ;  so  that  in  reality  a  standing  ^rmy 
iri^y  be  thought  a#  t^mA  ^  part  pf  pyr 
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constituti<»i,,  as  the  most  bwful  prero^ 
tive,  or  priyilegei  which  either  prince  of 
people  can  claim*  But,  Sir,  diough  ^ven 
the  eentlemen  who  are  most  convenant  in 
pubhc  affiiirs,  will,  I  believe,  be  puzzled  ta 
nnd  out  one  new  argument  in  &)our  of  a 
standing  ^M^rny,  yet  Qiere  is  ootldflg  easier 
than  to  bring  twenty  against  it  The  rea- 
son of  this.  Sir,  is  because  it  produce  but 
one  single  ^ood,  which  is  the  security  of 
the  administration;  but  it  begets  many 
inconveniencies,  two  of  which  are  the  im- 
poverishing  the  people,  and  the  increase  of 
taxes. 

And  here  give  me  leave  to  say,  Sir,  that 
no  country  can  give  more  melancholy  in< 
stances  of  die  effects  of  i^  military  force 
than  England  can.  The  vpry  amivwhid) 
was  raised  by  the  parliament  m  defence  of 
the  subjects,  against  some  encroachment| 
made  by  Charles  1,  upon  their  liberties, 
afterwards  gave  law  to  the  parliament  it« 
self,  turned  its  membem  out  of  doors,  raied 
our  constitution  to  the  foundation,  and 
brought  that  unhappy  prince  to  the  block. 
This  catastrophe,  Sir,  was  not  owing  to  tiie 
people;  for  of  them,  nine  parts  in  ten 
were  well  affected  to  Uie  person  an4  cause 
of  the  king,  but  to  their  army,  which,  like 
other  wild  beasts,  turned  upon  and  de- 
stroyed their  keepers.  After  the  restora- 
tion of  the  royal  family,  the  prince  then 
upon  the  throne  raised  a  few  guards,  n  hicb 
never  swelled  to  above  5,890,  and  yet  so 
jealous  was  the  nation  even  of  that  small 
number,  that  he  could  never  get  his  |)ar- 
liament,  prostitute  as  it  was,  to  p^ss  over 
one  session  without  taking  notice  of  theoi. 
Tliis,  Sir,  w^  thp  more  extraordinary,  al 
the  parliament  was  never  ask^d  for  any 
money  for  their  support,  an4  the  mopey 
which  was  then  raised  fpr  the  ^ppprt  of 
the  government  was  nothing  wl^en  coip- 
pared  to  the  sums  that  have  bjeen  granted 
since.  The  next  parliament  proved  as 
uneasy  to  him  on  this  head  as  tne  former 
had  been,  and  were  so  distrusdTu]  of  hil 
intentions,  that  they  appointed  commis- 
sioners of  their  own  for  (q)plying  the  mo- 
ney granted  for  disbanding  tnem,  and  it 
was  paid  into  the  chamber  of  London. 
Nay,  Sir,  as  a  further  proof  pf  ihe  apprer 
hcnsions  the  nation  w§s  under  from  ^ 
standing  army,  they  came  to  a  resolatipo> 
*^  That  the  continuance  of  standing  forces 
in  tills  nation,  other  tluin  the  militia,  is  il- 
legal, and  a  great  grievance  and  vexation 
to  the  people."  J  have  mentioned  this 
period  of  our  history,  Sir^  to  shew  tb|t 
notwith^t^ding  the  venality  of  th^  v^ry 


9iY\  an  ibi  kedutHoii  ^^  JUfmy^ 

reign,1^ptfrtteEieatneverco]ildbe  brougtil 
to  ccmcuriiiUi  whit  might  one  day  ove^-^ 
throw  hafh  their  own  tod  the  'J)eople*8  li- 
bertiea  If  the  nation  was  then  so  jealous 
of  ac  inconsiderable  number,  which  did 
n»  ^0*  it  a  shilling,  oueht  w6  to  consent 
f J  lieep  on  foot  so  fonnidable  a  number  as 
18,000?  Sit,  it  is  in  vain  for  any  gentle- 
toan  to  -my  that  the  army  is  -unier  the  di- 
fectioD  of  a  vilse  and  a  just  sovereign,  who 
will  never  fcarbour  a  thougfit  inconsistent 
mUthe  gpod  of  his. subjects:  I  am  as 
thorougAly  persuaded  of  his  Majesty's 
persoorf  virtues  as  anjr  gentleman ;  but  ah 
uraj,  when  tt  once  finds  its  own  power, 
raa?  very  probably  refuse  to  take  laws, 
erf  n  irom  that  very  sovereign  under  whose 
immediate  direction  they  are.  The  par- 
liaQ2eiit*8  army^  Sir,  was  as  absolutely  un- 
der the  direcUon  of  the  parliament  in  the 
time  of  Charles  1,  as  any  army  is  now  un- 
der the  direction  of  his  Majesty,  and  yet, 
it  ii  well  known,  they  obeyed  orders  no 
locger  than  they  found  it  convenient  for 
thaoselves. 

The  period.  Sir,  from  which  we  are  to 
date  the  rise  of  our  standing  army  in  Bri- 
tain, is  &e  9th  year  of  the  late  king  Wil- 
ibm,  when  the  parliament  granted  an  army 
^10,000  men  for  the  service  of  the  ciu:« 
rent  year.  This  was  done  in  ccmsidera- 
tion  of  the  powerful  faction,  at  that  time 
rjhsisting  in  the  kingdom  in  favour  of  king 
James.  And  if  ever  a  standing  army  can 
be  of  use  at  any  time,  it  is  at  such  a  jimc- 
ture.  But  nothing.  Sir,  could  make  so 
palpable  aninfraction  of  the  subjects  rights^ 
25  establish^  by  the  Kevolution,  go  down. 
Though  this  nation  was  then  blessed  with 
a  prince  that  had  hazarded  every  thing  to 
free  us  from  oppression  and  tyranny,  and 
^•erefore  could  never  be  supposed  to  have 
say  designs  upon  our  constitution ;  yet 
inany  gentlemen,  who  were  friends  of  the 
'devolution  upon  principles  of  liberty,  with 
one  consent  remonstrated  against  a  stand- 
ing army,  though  but  kept  up  from  year 
to  year,as  subversive  of  the  people's  rights, 
^  of  the  Kevolution  principles. 

^me  I  know.  Sir,  who  Speared  early 
for  the  Revolution,  were  so  much  de- 
^hted  with  the  sunshine  of  a  court,  that 
^ey  joined  in  all  its  measures,  though 
•ome  of  them  were  found  to  be  directly 
opposite  to  the  principles  upon  which  the 
Hevolution  was  founded ;  but  we  find  that 
^  who  we!«  ever  acknowledged  to  be 
fte  sincere  wt-ll-wisbers  of  that  cause  for- 
^  them,  and  could  never  be  brought  to 
tOQcur  with  them  in  any  one  measure. 
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On  this  accoutkf,  Sh-,  thesd  gMltlemcn 
were  branded  by  some,  who  then  6at  in 
the  House,  with  the  names  of  Jacobitea 
and  Kepublicatis,  two>  denominations  of 
men  equally  enemies  to  the  present  estab- 
lishment But.  Sit,  there  was  this  differ- 
ence betwixt  tneir  llntagonists  and  them, 
that  the  former  never  refused  to  concur 
with  any  fneasuk^  proposed  by  the  court, 
and  th^  latter  never  Voted  K)r  any  step 
that  was  disliked  by  their  country. 

llieir  late  deliverance  fW>m  a  printi^, 
who,  by  means  6f  his  army,  aimed  at  arbi- 
trary pother,  fnadc  th^m  look  back  with  so 
much  norror  upon  the  precipice  they  had 
just  escaped,  that  there  was  an  express 
proviso  against  standing  armies  in  tifnek  bt 
pekce  inserted  in  the  Claim  of  Rfght,  which 
we  may  in  some  measure  call  the  l^t  great 
charter  of  our  liberty,  i  t  own  that  it  givH 
me  great  concern  to  see  eentlemen,  who 
have  always  valued  themselves  upon  tread- 
ing in  the  footsteps  of  those  who  brought 
about  the  Revolution,  act  a  part  so  incon<* 
sistent  with  the  principles  of  their  ances- 
tors, by  voting  for  this  question.  I  kno# 
a  set  of  men  under  a  different  denomina- 
tion, who  have  always  been  more  moderate 
in  their  pretences,  but  more  steady  in  their 
adherence  to  these  principles.  1  am  not 
at  all  inclmed  to  revive  any  party  distinc* 
tions ;  but  I  will  venture  to  say,  Sir,  that 
let  any  man  compare  the  conduct  of  some 
gentlemen  who  have  affected  to  pass  for 
Whigs,  with  that  of  gentlemen  wiio  have 
always  been  looked  upon  as  Tories,  he 
shall  find  the  latter  acting  a  part  most 
consistent  with  the  Revolution  principles. 
He  will  find  them  opposing  the  crown  in 
eveiy  encroachment  upon  Uie  people,  and 
in  every  infringement  of  the  Claim  of  Ri^ht. 
He  will  never  find  them  complimenting 
the  crown  at  the  expence  of  tne  people^ 
when  in  post,  nor  distressing  it  by  opf/os- 
ing  Any  reasonable  measure  when  out. 
Can  some  gentlemen.  Sir,  who  now  afect 
to  call  themselves  Whigs,  boast  of  such  aa 
uniformity  of  conduct  ?  can  thev  s^y  thi^ 
times  ana  circumstances  never  influenced 
the  measures  they  pursued  ?  or  that  whea 
they  were  in  posts,  they  always  acted  in 
consequehce  of  the  principles  they  pro- 
fessed when  they  were  oot  r  Sir,  I  beheve 
I  have  sat  long  enough  in  this  House,  to 
convince  genUemen^  if  there  were  occa- 
sion, of  very  great  inconsistencies  in  cer- 
tain characters.  But,  Sir,  I  forbear  it,  be- 
cause the  eyes  of  some  of  these  gentlemen 
seem  to  be  now  open,  and  I  hope  these 
distinctions  arei  m  ia  great  mea^^ure,  e> 
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ther  entirely  ab<^6hed  or  better  under- 
iUkxL 

As  no  questioiiy  Sir»  la  of  greater  im- 
portance, so  none  has  been  so  frequently 
debated  in  this  House,  as  the  present.  Yet 
I  never  heard  any  gentleman  makeadoubi 
that  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace  was 
a  grievance  to  the  people  of  Britain.  But, 
Sir,  the  Tories  always  opj^osed  this  griev- 
ance. When  his  late  Majesty  had,  upon 
the  rebellion  against  him  being  suppressed, 
for  the  ease  of  his  subjects,  ordered 
10,000  of  the  troops  to  be  disbanded,  I 
remember  a  particular  friend  of  mine,  who 
always  passea  for  a  Tkyry,  proposed  that  it 
should  be  inserted  in  our  Address  to  his 
Majesty  on  that  occasion,  **  That  nothin|{ 
could  more  endear  his  Majesty  to  all  his 
subjects,  than  the  reducing  the  land  forces 
to  the  old  establishment  of  guards  and 
garrisons,  as  his  Majesty  found  it  at  his 
accession  to  the  tlu-one."  This,  Sir,  hap- 
pened m  the  4th  year  of  his  late  Majesty's 
reign,  and  had  the  Amendment  proposed 
by  my  friend  been  agreed  to,  haa  his  Ma- 
jesty thought  fit  to  have  made  the  pro- 
posed reduction,  or,  rather,  had  he  been 
advised  by  his  ministers  to  have  done  it, 
and  had  the  military  establishment  conti- 
nued on  that  footing  till  now^  vre  should 
have  discharged  upwards  of  twelve  mil- 
lions of  our  national  debt,  and  yet  have 
epabled  his  Majesty  to  have  made  good 
such  engagements  with  his  allies,  as  tended 
tit  secure  the  public  tranquillity. 

As  to  what  the  hon.  gentleman,  who 
spoke  last,  mentioned  with  regard  to  re- 
straining the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  con- 
cerning the  genel^  depravity  that  obtains 
among  the  people,  I  shall  leave  him  to  be 
answered  by  other  gentlemen,  who  can  do 
it  much  better  than  I.  But,  I  asree  with 
the  honourable  gentleman  so  rar,  as  to 
own  that  the  people  are  at  present  ver}' 
much  dissatisfied :  and,  as  1  think,  that 
ferment  ou^ht  to  subside  gradually,  I  am 
willing  to  give  my  vote  for  a  lai^r  num- 
ber of  forces  this  session,  than  perhaps  I 
may  think  necessary  to  be  kept  up  the 
next.  I  therefo  e  move,  That  the  num- 
ber of  land  forces  for  the  service  of  the 
current  year  may  be  12,000  men. 

Lord  AW  Somerut  *  said : 

Sir ;  As  the  question  now  before  you  is 
a  question  of  such  importance,  as  that 
every  gentleman  who  votes  m  it,  ooght 
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thoroughly  \q  Bnderstand  lie  nittore  of 
our  constitution,  I  must  beg  kave  to  ex- 
plain to  3roii  what  I  take  to  be  the  true 
and  genuine  form  of  our  govemokent,  be- 
fore 1  attempt  to  give  my  opinion  i^  ^e 
question.  I  know  there  are  maaygeDtle- 
men  in  this  House  who  understand  oar 
constibi^ibn  better  than  I  can  pretend  to ; 
I  bdieve  Very  one  undfsrstands  it  as  well, 
and  I  hope  «very  one  has  as  great  aregud 
for  it :  But  I  ^nk  myself  obliged  to  ex- 
plain to  you  the  aoUoDs  I  have  of  our  con* 
sthution,  because  most  of  the  arguments  I 
shall  make  use  of  in  fttvoiir  of  tfic  present 
ouestion,  are  sudi  as  naturally  flo«  from 
these  notions ;  and  if  I  am  wrong  inany 
of  them,  I  am  tore  I  cannot  utter  themln 
a  place  where  I  can  expect  to  have  then 
corrected  with  more  ability,  or  with  greater 
candour. 

Government,  Sir,  is  an  evil  which  the 
perverse  nature  of  some  has  obliged  all  to 
submit  to.  Mankind,  for  the  sake  of  nre* 
serving  their  lives,  and  the  fruits  of  their 
labour,  i^ainst  the  mvasions  of  the  wicked 
and  rapacious,  have  been  obliged  to  form 
themselves  into  societies,  and  to  promise 
obedience  to  the  civil  magistrate;  but  that 
which  was  mtended  for  protecting  the 
people  of  the  society,  is  men  made  use 
of  ^  for  their  oppression ;  and  instead  of 
being  a  bridle  upon  the  inclinations  of  the 
wicked,  it  often  serves  to  strengdien  their 
hands,  by  tyin^  up  those  of  the  innocent. 
To  prevent  this  fatal  effect,  many  sorts  of 
governments  have  been  invented  by  men, 
all  of  which  may  be  resolved  into  these 
three,  to  wit,  the  monarchical,  the  aristo- 
cradcal,  or  the  democratical ;  for  ereiy 
form  of  government  must  either  be  a  mo^ 
narchy,  an  aiistocracy,  or  a  democracy ; 
or  it  must  be  a  mixture  of  some  two  oi 
these,  or  of  all  the  three. 

By  experience.  Sir,  it  has  been  found 
that  when  the  supreme  power  is  lodged 
either  in  a  sole  monarch,  or  in  a  set  o| 
nobles,  it  often  deviates  into  tyranny ;  anc 
that  when  it  is  lodged  m  the  people  ii 
general,  there  is  no  possibility  orprevaiti 
mg  it  from  running  fnto  anarchy ;  and  th( 
next  step  which  foUows  is  commonly  a  mo 
narchical  or  aristocratical  tyranny ;  espfr 
cially,  if  the  peoi>le  of  the  society  be  nu< 
merous,  and  their  dominions  extenshre 
For  this  reason  many  various  sorts  of  mkj 
tures  have  been  contrived  by  kw-giveisi 
but  of  all  the  mi&turet  that  ever  were  coo* 
trived,  that  of  an  equal  mixture  of  th 
three,  is,  I  believe,  the  best,  and  ido^ 
latting.  How  our  aacestorsi  the  Germany 
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f^  upaa'ChiB  mixlure;  wbether  h  prcv- 

oeedad  ton  ^^i'  experience,  or  ttom 

tifti  ofltural  iagacity,  I  Bhall  not  pretend 

todecavuDe;  but»  it  i«  certain,  that  from 

1^  eariiMt  account*  we  have  of  them,  this 

tppean  to  have  been  the  form  of  govem- 

^lent  gaMeraUj  eatahliahed  among  them. 

The  M^reinepoirer  among  them  was  air 

vvjs  Miffed  m  an  assembly  of  their  king 

0tg9aem,  their  nobles  or  chiefs  of  femir 

fkMt  ^  ^^^  people  or  poldiets  in  ge^ 

jlsiaL   In  this  assembly  all  matters  of 

gnat  importance  were  considered  and  da- 

;  jmniied ;  the  king  and  nobles  proposed 

r  jmI  resalvedy  and  the  people  consented  or 

Nl^pprored.    The  powers  and  privileges 

yfwm  three  branches  of  their  legislature, 

give  opt  perhapa  so  distinctly  ascertained 

rjii  tiiej  arQ  by  th^  present  form  of  our 

itation :  or  if  they  were,  no  certain 

itpf  tbem  has  been  handed  down  to 

;  bat  it  is  plain  that  the  same  ^irit, 

vhich  our   present  constitution  is 

was  the  prevailing  spieit  in  their 

n  of  gQvenimeat;  and  this  spirit  may 

tiaceai^omthe  beginning  of  our  history 

j^.ihis  v^  day^. 

Ihe  spirit  I  mean.  Sir,  is  to  haye  in  our 

m  o(  governvrent  such  an  equal  mix- 

lue.  of  the  monarchical,  aristocratical, 

deaiocratical  forms  of  government, 

each  may  prove  afn-oper  counterpoise 

the  other,  in  such  a  manner,  as  that  ati 

three  cQiM&itu«aat  powers  may  ctmc 

eqMal  and  independant.   If  they  do;, 

aaa  of  them  may,  and  always  will,  be 

fnardfaroiur  ooi^titiatioD  and  for  our 

a|de,agaiast  the  violence  and  oppression 

hoth»  or  either  of  the  other  two.    If 

kingsboidd  fcsolve  to  make  hiniaeif 

>liito^  or  if  be  and  ^is  raiaistera  ahouhi 

ifpi  to  opprett  the  pe9plerboth  this  and 

likasther  House  wouU  oertainly  join  toge- 

psi^  hi  4^poaing  such  schemes;  if  the 

Itfhfsr  House  should  begin  to  set  themselves 

If^m  sovereign  a«d  ai^itrary  mastexs  of 

I'iir govenaneskt,  the  King  and  this  Hoose" 

kMMicertaihIy  join  against  them^  and  if 

IhjsHause,  asp«rhi^shas  bean  thecaae, 

siwiild  begin,  to  set  oursalvas  up  as  mas<- 

len,  the  Kin^  and  the  fiouse .  of  Lords 

«suld  as  certainly  job  against !»,  and  pro- 

I  Wf¥  hy  flseana  or  a  dissdalion  and  new 

lisction  be  able  toi  prevent  every  &tal 

aanaiqaeiice*    Again,  if  any  two  of  theae 

kHBchflS  of  Qtor  kgiahitnre,  should  join 

ipg#er  in  any  sehme  ftr  oppressing  the 

|aapi%  tfey  cioiikl  net  carry  their  ae&eme 

fiiftirily  into jeancntton  vJihout  the  cnnr 

canoioe  of  tha  thkd;.biit  oatha  con- 
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trary,  that  third  liran<;h  of  our  legislature^, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  people,  would 
probid)ly  be  able  not  only  to  disappoint, 
but  to  punish  the  authors  of  such  a  scheme. 

Therefore,  Sir,  while  our  constitution 
remains  entire,  while  the  three  constituent 
parts  of  our  form  of  government  remain 
equal  and  independent,  our  people  can 
never  be  oppressed,  nor  can  a  barej&ured 
arbitrary  power  ever  be  established.  From 
hence  every  one  may  see,  that  from  our 
constitution,  considered  in  itself,  without 
any  undue  influence,  we  can  have  nothing 
to  apprehend ;  the  onl^  danger  we  are  ex- 
posed to,  is,  that  of  its  dissolution;  and 
for  this  reason  we  ought  to  consider  car^ 
fully,  and  guard  vratcMilly  against  aU 
those  methras  by  which  ^it  may  be  ovei^ 
turned.  The  only  methods  by  which  nnr 
constitution  can  be  overturned,  and  co]»- 
sequently  the  only  evils  we  have  to  guard 
against,  is  lest  any  one  of  the  branches  of 
our  lei^siature  should  get  the  absolute  di« 
rection  of  the  other  two,  and  lest  any  one, 
by  a  dissolution  or  discontmuance  of  the 
other  two,  should  be  able  to  assumfe  to 
itself  an  absolute  and  arbitmry  power.  Aa 
the  power  of  calling,  proroguing,  and  dis* 
solving  the  parliament,  is  lodged  intirdy 
in  the  crown,  as  the  execution  of  our  law* 
is  npw  m<Nre  fully  and  extensively  lodged 
in  the  crown,  than  it  was  by  the  antient 
form  of  oui:  con8tit;ptioa,  and  as  his  Ma- 
jesty is  provided  wrtfaa  very  large  revenue 
ibr  life,  I  caimot  think  there  is  the  least 
(hmger,  that  either  Housie  of  Fariiainent 
will  beeome  able  to  prescribe  to  the  other 
and  to  the  King ;  therefore,  we  ve  at  mr«* 
sent  in  no  danger  of  either  House  of  Pap- 
liament's  ever  getting  the  absdute  direc(- 
tion  of  the  c(£er  two  branches  of  our  le- 
gislature^ as  was  once  the  case  in  Mk 
nation. 

]^,  Sir,  ^lat  ^ie  crown  may  be.  able  to 
get  the  absolute  diraction  of  both  Housea 
^M  ParlianiMit,  and  may  consequend^  make 
both  intarely  dependent  upcm  the  king,  or 
rather  upon  tiie  king's  ministers,  for  the 
time  being,  I  must  think  we  are  at  pi^eiseot 
in  soma  danger :  nay,  I  must  say,  1  think 
we  are  in  such  danger,  that  I  am  afraM 
nothing'  preserves  us  from  it  but  his  Mi^ 
jesty's  known  wisdom,  justice,  and  rao- 
4eration.  I  have,  I  confess,  such  a  bad 
opinion  m*  mankind,  that  I  believe  the 
generally  of  diem  vnll  sacrifice  the  publie 
good  for  diesr  private  advantage,  often  foe 
a  very  trifling  private  advantage, '  ^ 
pecially  when  they  can  do  it,  without 
bringing  immediate  ii^uny  and  reproaoh 
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^ipon  themselves.  This,  I  am  sorry  to  say 
.it,  is  my  opinion  of  the  generality  of  man- 
kind ;  and  considering  what  vast  sums  of 
.money,  and  what  a  vast  nupaber  of  lucra- 
tive posts  and  employments,  of  all  sorts 
and  sizes,  tiie  Crown  has  to  bestow  yearly, 
and  what  extensive  powers  have  been  put 
into  the  hand^  of  the  Crown,  by  the  many 
penal  laws  lately  enacted,  I  am  much  airaid 
that  if  his  Majesty  would  aUow  his  minis- 
ters to  apply  them  towards  managing  and 
furchasing  votea  at  elections,  or  even  in 
Wliament,  it  would  soon  come  to  be  in 
the  power  of  the  Crown  to  direct  both 
Houses  of  Parliament ;  for  if  the  voting  at 
elections,  or  in  Parliament,  from  corrupt 
considerations,  should  once  come  to  be 
frequent,  the  frequency  of  the  crime 
would  extenuate  the  guut,  and  the  multi- 
tude of  criminala  would  smother  that  re- 
proach, which  now  so  deservedly  attends 
'  auch  an  infamous  practice. 

By  such  means.  Sir,  and  by  such  a  ge- 
jneral  depravity,  the  Crown  may  acquire  a 
decisive  influence,  if  not  the  absolute  di- 
rection of  both  Hous^  of  Parliament ;  and 
if  it  should,  our  constitution  would  be 
undone,  our  government  would  become  an 
absolute  and  an  arbitrary  tyranny ;  it 
wouldbecomeone  of  the  worst,  one  of  the 
most  oppressive  and  wicked  sorts  of  ty- 
ranny; because  the  Crown  would  be 
obliged  to  oppress  the  people,  in  order  to 
be  able  to  corrupt  the  electors,  that  at 
least  the  outward  show  of  our  antient  con- 
stitution may  be  kept  up.  This,  I  say, 
Sir,  would  be  our  case»  if  the  Crown,  by 
means  of  posts  and  employments,'  and 
other  favours  it  has  to  bestow,  should  get 
the  absolute  direction  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament ;  and  every  gentleman  knows 
how  greatly  our  army  adds  to  the  number 
of  those  lucrative  posts  and  employments, 
and  what'  an  influence  the  commissiomi  in 
our  army  may  have  upon  some  of  the  oest 
&milic6  in  the  kingdom «;  a  consideration 
that  of  itself  is  sufficient  to  put  gentlemen 
upon  their  guard  against  too  numerous  a 
standing  army. 

But,  Sir,  with  re^ct  to  the  safety  of 
our  constitution,  this  is  not  the  only  bad 
efiect  of  keeping  up  a  large  standing  army. 
Suppose  that  some  future  king,  for  we 
can  be  in  no  such  danger  from  the  present, 
should  by  corrupt  means  get  the  absolute 
direction  of  botn  Houses  of  Parliament, 
and  that  by  the  same  means  he  should  dis- 
appoint the  people  of  obtaininfi;  redress 
upob  a  new  election,  what  could  me  people 
Aeo  do  for  vindicating  their  liberties  and 
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restoring  their  constitution  ?  They  could 
not  propose  to  do  it  by  any  legal  means ; 
they  could  have  no  recourse  to  any  thing 
but  the  uUima  ratio  regum^  which  upon 
this  occasion  I  shall  beg  leave  to  call  the 
tdttma  ratio  populi.  No  man  coald  then, 
either  for  the  preservation  of  his  life,  his 
liberty,  or  his  estate,  put  his  trust  in  the 
laws  or  constitution  of  his  country ;  he 
could  put  his  trust  in  nothing  but  the  suc- 
cess of  his  arms ;  and  if  the  people,  upon 
so  just  an  occasion,  should  fly  to  arais^ 
what  an  advantage  would  the  tyrannical 
government  have  over  them,  by  having  a 
numerous  mercenary  army,  well  disci- 
plined, well  armed,  and  ready  to  march  at 
an  hour's  warning,  a^inst  any  number  of 
the  people  that  should  dare  to  asssemble 
in  arms,  for  vindicating  the  liberties  and 
constitution  of  their  country.  This  everj 
future  i^ovemment.  Sir,  will  be  sure  of 
having,  if  we  shall  thus  every  year,  without 
any  apparent  necessity,  agree  to  continue 
so  great  a  number  of  forces  on  foot ;  be- 
cause then  a  standing  army  will  soon  be 
looked  upon  as  a  part  of  the  constitution. 
Gentlemen  may  exclaim  as  much  as  they 
please  against  mobs,  tumults,  and  insur- 
rections :  I  shall  grant  it  as  an  unlucky 
thing  for  a  country  to  liave  any  such ;  but 
it  is  rather  a  sign  of  the  government]! 
wanting  wisdom  and  justice,  than  of  their 
want  oY  power,  because  insurrections  are 
most  frequent  in  the  most  arbitrary  go- 
vernments. In  a  free  country,  an  insur* 
rection  may  become  just  and  neceasary, 
and  if  you  give  your  government  a  power 
sufficient  for  suppressing  such  an  msor* 
rection,  the  same  power  must  necessarily 
be  sufficient  for  establishmg  arbitrary 
power ;  from  that  time,  perhaps,  you  may 
not  be  troubled  with  any  insurrections 
among  the  people ;  the  only  insurrections 
you  are  then  to  dread,  are  insurrections 
among  those  slaves,  or,  if  you  will^  that 
soldiery  which  you  maintain  for  holding 
the  people  in  slavery ;  and  these  insur* 
rections  will  be  as  frequent,  and  as  dan- 
gerous to  those  in  power,  as  the  insur- 
rections among  a  free  people  can  pos- 
sibly be. 

Let  us  consider.  Sir,  that  since  all  our 
military  tenures  have  been  annihilated, 
and  our  people  become  altogether  unac- 
customed to  military  discipline,  and  un« 
provided  with  arms,  a  much  less  numerous 
standing  army  may  now  be  sufficient,  for 
keeping  the  people  in  a  slayish  subjection! 
than  would  have  been  necessary  for  such 
a  purpose  in  former  times.     Ix  the  ctf« 
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hsve  matioiied  should  happen,  if  an  am- 
bitiouspiincey  or  wicked  mmiater,  should 
maiuige  so  as.  to  get,  by  corrupt,  methods, 
tbe  ateolote  direction .  of  both  Houses  of 
Pu'Iiament,  and  that  there  were  no  method 
left  fofYindicating  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  nation,  but  by  force  of  arms ;  give 
me  We  to  say;  Sir,  that  by  the  Revolu- 
tioD  principles,  it  would  be  very  lawful  to 
resist  such  a  government ;  but  if  it  had  a 
ttanding  army  to  support  it,  they  could 
iiotbeable.  And  if  they  should  attempt 
to  do  it  and  £eu1,  every  man  amongst 
them  would  be  as  liable  to  be  hanged  and 
forfeited  by  law,  as  those  who  enter  into 
snj  plot  against  the  most  just  and  lawful 
go?eroment ;  therefore,  it  would  be  ex- 
tremdly  dan^gerx>us,  I  believe  absolutely 
impossible,  to  carry  on  any  general  con- 
tent, or  to  provide  arms  for  such  a  pur- 
pose ;  and  as  there  is  now  no  great  man, 
Bor,  I  believe,  any  two  great  men,  in  the 
Mogdom,  who  are  able  to  bring  any  con- 
aderable  number  of  armed  men  into  the 
Md,  without  a  previous  concert  for  that 
purpose  among  a  great  number  of  persons, 
therefore  it  will  always  be  easy  for  our 
govemment,  with  a  small  number  of  re- 
gular troops,  to  crush  any  insurrection 
l>efore  it  can  come  to  a  head ;  whereas, 
whilst  our  military  tenures  continued,  any 
two  or  three  of  our  great  men  joining  to- 
gether could,  without  any  previous  pre- 
psTBtioD,  or  communicating  the  secret  to 
anj  other  person,  bring  a  numerous  army 
of  well  disciplined  and  well  armed  men 
into  the  field  against  the  govemment ;  so 
^a  standing  army  cannot  be  said  to  be 
^  necessary  now  as  it  was  then,  and  yet 
oor  government  was  then  supported,  our 
^B  executed,  imd  the  peace  of.  the  king- 
^  preserved,  under  every  just  and  wise 
sdministiation,  without  a  standing  army, 
a  well  as  it  has  been  since,  or  will  ever  be, 
with  tfae^ost  numerous  standing  army  we 
can  propose  to  keep  up.  The.only  difier- 
^ee  is,  that  in  former  times,  if  Uie  peo- 

£did  not  find  a  proper  redress  in  the 
8  and  constitution  of  their  country, 
^ey  ^oerally  found  it  in  the  superiority 
of  their  arms ;  but  if  they  give  those  arm's 
ont  of  their  hands,  and  put  them  into  the 
^ds  of  a  standing  army,  they  can,  upon 
<nch  a  melancholv  occasion,  no  where 
»pect  redress;  for  the  very  men,  in 
whose  hands  they  have  put  their  arms, 
vili  always  be  under  tlie  direction  of  those 
whom  they  have  reason  to  com- 
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pears to  gentlemen,  tliat  the  preservation  of 
our  constitution,  and  tlie  happiness  of  our 
people,  can  depend  upon  nothmgbut  the  ho- 
nour qH^  the  gentlemen  of  our  army ;  and 
whatever  regard  and  esteem  I  may  heive 
for  those  who  are  at  present  the  officers 
of  our  army,  yet  when  I  consider  how 
easy  it  is  for  a  wicked  minister  to  garble 
and  make  the  army  fit  for  his  purpose,  I 
must  think  the  honour  of  a  mercenary 
army  but  a  precarious  dependence  !  a  de« 
pendence  which  the  people  of  this  nation 
ought  never  to  rely  on,  because,  by  our 
present  establishment,  that  army  must  be 
under  the  absolute  direction  and  command 
of  that  sort  of  men,  who  have  always  been, 
and  always  will  be,  the  greatest  enemies 
to  our  liberties  and  constitution. 

I  have  now,  I  think,  shewn,  Sir,  that  a 
standing  army  may  be  extremely  proper, 
not  only  for  enabling  some  future  Iking  to 
get  the  absolute  direction  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament,but  also  for  preserving  to  him 
that  direction  against  the  (xily  method  the 
people  can,  in  such  a  case,  take  forregain- 
ihj^  their  liberties,  and  restoring  their  con- 
stitution, therefore  a  sjtanding  army  may 
greatly  contribute  towards  renderingfatally 
successful,  one  of  the  methods  by  which  I 
have  said  our  constitution  may  be  over- 
turned; I  mean,  that  of  one  of  the  branches 
of  our  legislature's  getting  the  absolute 
direction  of  the  other  two.  Let  me 
now  consider  the  only  other  method, 
by  which  I  have  said  our  constitution  may 
be  overturned;  whicli  is,  that  of  one  of 
the  branches  of  our  legislature's  assuming 
to  itself  an  absolute  and  arbitrary  power, 
by  the  dissolution  or  discontinuance  of  the 
other  two. 

Here  likewise,  Sir,  I  must  think  our 
constitution  not  in  the  least  danger  from 
eitlier  House  of  Parlianfent ;  because  the 
King  can  put  an  end  to  their  assembling, 
by  a  prorogation  or  dissolution,  whenever 
he  has  a  mind ;  and  because  do  such  thing 
can  be  done  without  an  armv,  the  general 
of  which  would  very  probably  do  the  same 
thine  Oliver  Cromwell  did ;  therefore  we 
can  nardly  suppose  that  ^ther  House  of 
Parliament  can,  or  will  attempt  any  such 
thing  :  But  if  ever  our  parliaments  should 
become  refractory,  ana  begin  to  oppose 
the  measures  of  the  court,  or  attempt  to 
bring  to  justice  any  of  those  minions  who 
they  have  reason  to  think  have  advised 
their  master  to  take  unconstitutional  mea- 
sures, we  have  great  reason  from  experi- 
ence to  apprehend,  tlic  court  favourites 
would  do  as  they  have  always  done  ;  they 
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Would  endeardur  to  penuade  the  Kin^  to 
dissolve  the  parliament,  and  to  assume  to 
himself  an  arbitrary  power,  by  goyeming 
^hout  any  parliaihent  at  ail.  Hiis  has 
been  often  before  attempted,  and  it  must 
be  granted,  the  crown  nas  now  a  greater 
prmiabilitj  of  success  in  this  way,  than  it 
.  ever  had  before,  because  of  the  great  re- 
venue now  Settled  upon  thd  crown,  and 
the  great  revenue  yearly  ^coming  into  the 
exche|uer,  for  paying  the  interest  and 
principal  of  our  public  debts ;  for  after  a 
minister  has  passed  the  Rubicon,  by  ad^ 
vising  a  king  to  reign  without  a  parliament, 
he  will  certainly  make  as  little  scruple  to 
seize  upon  the  sacred  public  treasure  of 
Britain,  as  Julius  Caesar  did  to  seize  upon 
that  of  Rome. 

'  Under  his  present  Majesty  we  have  not, 
it  is  true,  Sir,  any  such  danger  to  appre- 
hend ;  because  his  wisdom  and  goodness, 
and  the  regard  he  hds  for  our  constitution, 
.trill  always  be  more  than  a  balance  for  any 
auch  wicked  advice.  He  will  consider, 
that,  though  by  oUr  constitution  the  King 
can  be  guilty  of  no  crime,  yet  by  endea- 
vouring to  overtum  the  constitution^  in 
order  to  skreen  a  favourite  criminal,  he  may 
bring  the  resentment  of  the  people  upon 
himself,  and  that  the  people's  resentment 
may,  upon  such  an  occasion,  exceed  the 
bounds  of  our  constitution.  But  as  the 
same  civil  Hst  revenue  will,  unless  some 
very  favourable  opportunity  shall  present 
for  lessening  it,  probably  be  continued  to 
his  Majesty's  successors,  and  as  the  same 
taxes  must  be  continued,  I  am  afraid,  for 
many  years,  before  all  our  public  debts 
ean  be  paid  off,  therefore  the  crown  and 
exchequer  will,  perhaps,  for  several  gene- 
rations, be  provided  with  the  same  yearly 
revenues ;  and  as  we  cannot  promise  our- 
selves the  happiness,  that  all  his  Majesty's 
successors  will  be  indued  with  the  same 
wisdom  and  goodness,  we  ought  not  to  add 
lo  these  temptations,  the  temptation  of 
having  a  numerous  standing  army  to  de- 
pend on.  Give  me  leave,  Sir,  to  suppose, 
that  the  House  of  Commons,  in  some  fu- 
ture reign,  shoilld  enter  into  a  strict  en- 
quin',  with  respect  to  some  of  the  measures 
of  the  administration ;  that  upon  the  issue 
of  such  an  enquiry  they  should  order  some 
of  the  ministers  to  be  impeached;  and  that 
those  ministers,  for  their  own  preservation, 
sliould  advise  the  king  to  dissolve  the  par- 
liament, and  seize  upon  all  our  funds :  the 
most  powerful  argument  an  honest  man*  at 
eourt  (if  there  should  be  any  such)  could 
Mie  against  thia  advice,  would  be  to  aay : 


•  {Sir,  if  von  do  tills,  yoQr  peoole  will  tab 
arms  against  you ;  the  city  of  LondoD  wiQ 
rise  in  arms,  and  perhaps  tear  you  as  wcH 
at  your  ministers  to  pieces*'  Would  not 
it  lie  a  good  answer  to  say?  *  No,  Sir, voa 
have  nothing  to  ftar  from  your  people;  they 
are  unaccustomed  to  arms,  and  mac* 
quainted  with  military  disciplme;  jon 
have  a  numerous  and  well  disciplined 
army  to  depend  on ;  and  if  any  of  the  offi^ 
cers  shoula  hesitate  in  the  least  to  obey 
your  orders,  you  may  have  them  imAe« 
diately  shot,  and  give  their  commissioDs  to 
their  Serjeants  or  corporals :  you  may  pro- 
tect your  own  honour,  and  the  lives  of 
your  faithful  servants,  by  means  of  yow 
>  army ;  whereas  if  you  make  a  sacrifice  of 
any  one  of  us  to  a  factious  parliament,  yoa 
do  not  know  when  or  where  they  will  stop.' 
This,  Sir,  would  certainly  be  the  ansver 
that  would  be  made  by  guilty  minislen; 
and  I  must  leave  gentlemen  to  consider, 
what  an  effect  it  mi^t  have  upon  a  weak 
king,  and  a  guilty  cabinet  council. 

Now,  Sir,  give  me  leave  toaappose,  what 
I  h()pe  never  shdlMiappen,  that  any  future 
weak  king  should  follow  such  a  wicked  adr 
vice ;  what  remedy  could  the  peode  have} 
what  method  could  they  take  for  vindi- 
cating their  liberties  and  privileges?  would 
it  be  possible  to  contrive  any  other  method 
than  that  of  open  force  ?  and  in  the  ci^ 
cumstanoes  Uie  nation  is  now  in,  can  we 
suppose  that  such  a  method  would  be 
practicable,  if  the  court  had  an  army  of 
18  or  20,000  well  disciplined  mercenary 
troops  to  depend  on?  It  signifies  nothing 
to  say,  that  the  Mutiny  Act  would  expire; 
or  tliat  the  Land  Tax  and  Malt  Tax  Aeli 
would  expire;  and  that  therefore  the  court 
could  not  keep  the  army  in  order,  nor  be 
able  to  support  the  public  expence,  'and 
pay  the  yearly  interest  growing  due  to  the 
creditors  of  U)e  public:  the  court  would 
immediately  set  up  the  doctrine  already 
too  frequently  talked  of  by  some  unthinking 
men,  *  That  the  people  were  become  so 
ihctious  and  seditious,there  waa  no  govern- 
ing them  but  by  arbitrary  power ;  and  that 
therefore  it  was  becoine  necessary  to  giv^ 
the  force  of  a  law  to  his  Majesty's  prochh 
mation.'  This  doctrine  would  be  propa- 
gated through  the  kingdom,  by  the  olacet- 
men  and  officers  almost  of  every  raiuc  and 
degree ;  it  would  be  greedily  swallowed,  I 
beueve,  by  most  of  those  called  soldiers  of 
fortune  in  the  army ;  and  I  am  aAnid  mart 
men  would  chose  to  submit  patiedtiv  to  aa 
evil,  for  which  they  could  not  in  all  nmasi 
pcobaWHty  lee  any  remedyy  and  which 
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there  wooid  be  great  danger  m  oppoiing. 
The  Matnf.  Act,  the  Land  Tax  Act,  mSi 
IheMdtIeK  Act,  wouid  be  continued  by 
proofaaatiim:  and  what  BoUier  would  dtfe 
lodimte  the  caoitinmaioe .  of  the  first,  if 
wmmwiate  death  were  to  be  the  certain 
coDwqiieiice  of  every  such  obstinacy,  or 
mutinv,  as  it  would  men  be  called?  What 
landed  geatleman,  or  what  master,  would 
refise  pacing  hia  quota  of  the  Land  Tax, 
or  the  Malt  Tax,  if  the  collectors  and  offi« 
cen  were  ^^ery  where  to  come  attended 
with  a  troop  of  dragoons,  or  a  company  of 
ftot?  Even  the  interest  payable  to  the 
cnditaEs  of  the  public,  upoa  those  debts 
thit  were  contracted  to  preserve  our  liber* 
ties,  would  be  made  premiums  for  en- 
fordog  the  measures  of  the  court;  for  if 
the  coort  could  pay,  or  refuse  to  pay  in- 
tcKst  to  whomsoever  they  pleased,  we  may 
ilepend  on  it,  they  Would  pay  no  interest 
kttosuch  as  ^liewed  themselves  peace* 
able,  obedient,  and  lojH  subjects. 

Thus,  Sh-,  I  think  it  must  ^ypear,  that 
without  a  standmg  army,  our  constitution 
cannot  possibly  be  irrecoverably  over- 
tuned;  and  that  with  a  numerous  stand- 
ing army,  It  mi^  be  in  the  power  of  the 
court  to'  overtumit  whenever  they  have  a 
mind:  st  the  same  time  I  am  not  against 
our  keeping  up  as  many  troops  as  may  be 
f<mnd  absolutely  necessary  for  guarding  us 
against  any  hisult  from  abroad,  or  any  dis* 
tuibsDce  at  home.  But  I  am  fully  con- 
meed,  that  18,000  is  a  much  greater  num- 
ber tbart  is  necessary ;  for  I  hope  it  will 
toot  be  said,  we  ought  to  keep  up  such  a 
Bomber  as  may  be  sufficient  to  defeat  the 
>KM  just  and  general  insurrection  of  the 
people;  and  12,000  i«,  I  am  sure,  more 
llitn  sufficient  for  apprehending  smugglers, 
^leiiii^g  smuggled  goods,  for  quelling  wny 
nob  thai  can  happen,  or  even  for  defeating 
ay  rajost  and  seditious  insurrection ;  be^ 
^•use  if  a  spirit  <^  sedition  should  begin  to 
appetr  in  any  particular  part  of  the  icing- 
den,thegreate8tnumberof  the  troops  must 
be  qaartered  in  that  conier;  and  if  a  small 
iKnnber  of  men  should  unexpected^  fly  to 
•nw  m  any  comer,  it  will  always  be  easy 
^^  the  government  to  augment  their  army, 
*i^  provide  for  dieir  defence,  faster  than 
Ae  rebels  can  assemble,  or  provide  for  at- 
^^g  them.  This,  I  sat.  Sir,  will  always 
b^  the  case,  unless  the  discontent  should 
cone  general  and  violent  all  over  the  king- 
^;  and  in  that  case  ^e  people  must  be 
padfied  by  a  chmge  of.  ministers,  or  a 
^nge  of  measures :   m  BUfdi  si  case  some 

^  «pd  peacertie  jwetniai^n  nfuiit  be 
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uae  offtfr  satiifyingth^peodlei  and  forie* 
moving  those  crievanoes  they  liaay  have 
reason  to  comolain  of,  which  a  freo  and  in* 
dependent  parliament  will  always  be  ahle 
to  effectuate;  for  surely  no  num  will  say, 
that  for  the  security  of  those  who  have,  by 
their  folly  or  wickedness,  raised  such  a  ge» 
neral  discmitent,  we  ought  to  give  them 
such  an  army  as  may  enwle  them  to  over« 
turn  our  constitution ;  because  as  the  se^ 
curity  of  such  men  must  always  be  ahs<^ 
lutely  inconsistent  with  our 'constitution, 
they  will  therdbre  certaihly  make  use  or 
that  armv  for  its  overthrow^ 

The  chief  expeditions  upon  which  our 
armj  has  been  of  late  employed,  have  been 
against  smugglers  and  mobs;  but.  Sir, 
ati^  armv  of  12,000  men  will  always  be 
more  than  sufficient  for  quelling  them* 
Therefore  the  only  reason  that  can  be  as* 
signed  for  keeping  up  a  greater  number,  is 
the  danger  we  ma^  be  in  fi'om  foreign  in^ 
vasions.  As  to  this.  Sir,  if  we  consider  our 
happy  situation,  and  the  formidable  squads 
rons  of  men  of  war  we  are  able  to  put  t# 
sea  upon  a  few  days  warning,  we  cannot 

Elbly  think  ourselves  in  any  dancer  aa 
as  the  government  retams  the  hearte 
affe^ons  of  the  people ;  for  suivly  it 
cannot  be  said,  that  a  ftreign  army  of  4 
or  5,000  men,  even  with  the  assistance  of. 
aome  few  of  our  countrymen,  who  may 
then  happen  to  be  dbafected  or  seditiously 
inclined,  would  be  able  to  conquer  thestf 
three  kingdoms ;  and  if  any  of  our  neiah^ 
hours  should  think  of  invading  us  wim  a 
much  greater  number^  they  could  not  do 
it  without  several  months  previous  prepa* 
ration,  which  we  would  certainly  hear  of^ 
and  by  sending  out  a  superior  squadron^ 
might  lock  them  up  in  their  ports,  or  sink 
most  of  their  ships  before  they  could  ap« 
preach  our  coasts;  and  in  the  mean  time, 
we  would  have  an  opportunity  of  raising  a 
land  army  sufficient  to  give  them  a  proper 
reception,  in  case  by  any  accident,  they 
should  have  the  good  luck  to  esciq^  ouf 
fleet  at  sea. 

^  For  this  reason.  Sir,  I  nAst  be  of  opi<^ 
nion,  we  can  never  be  in  any  danger  of  an 
invasion,  as  long  as  oar  government  takes 
care,  by  a  just  and  wise  adninistrationj  to 
cultivate  and  retain  the  affections  of  our 
people ;  and  if  our  pecmie  diould,  from  the 
foUy  or  wickedness  or  an  administratioi^ 
become  generally  discontented,  the  par* 
liament,  while  it  continues  ftee  and  inde* 
pendent,  will  always  be  able  to  remov^e 
thai  discontent,  by  giving  satisfaction  t9 
the  people,  apd  iafliotiag  condign  punish- 
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ment  upon  thoee  who  have  been  the  eauftes 
of  their  discontent.^  From  whence  I  must 
condude,  that  the  keeping  up  of  more 
than  12,000  men  in  this  isliuid,  can  never 
be  necessary  for  the  support  of  any  go- 
Temmepty  but  such  a  one  as  has  overturned 
CHir  constitution^  either  by  corrupting  our 
parliamoDtS)  or  by  ruling  without  any  par- 
uament  at  aJl.  ^ 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  spoke  as  follows  :* 

Sir  ;  Tha£  the  question  now  before  you 
Is  a  question  of  great  importance  I  shall 
readuy  agree,  and  therefore  it  is  with 
great  concern,  it  is  even  with .  reluctance 
I  attempt  to  speak  upon  it.  I  am  con- 
jrlnced  no  reduction  or  our  forces  ot^ht  to 
be  made ;  I  am  convinced  the  same  num- 
ber we  now  have  ought  to  be  kept  up,  at 
least  for  this  ensuing  year  ;  ^and  yet  1  do 
not  well  know  how  to  give  my  reasons,  or 
how  to  express  myselTon  such  an  occa« 
sion :  For  as  a  standing  army  must  always 
be  expensive,  and  if  It  swells  to  too  great 
a  number,  may  be  dangerous  to  the  peo- 
ple, I  coudd  wish  with  ul  my  heart  that  no 
nidi  thing  were  ever  necessary ;  but  if  we 
consider  the  present  circumstances  of  this 
nation,  and  tlie  present  drcumstances  of 
every  one  of  our  neighbours,  we  must 
view  a  standinff  army  m  the  same  light, 
in.  which  the  nonourable  gentleman  lias 
told  us  society,  or  government  itself  ought 
/  to  be  viewed ;  ^e  must  look  upon  it  as  an 
!  evil  which  we  are  obliged  to  submit  to,  for 
the  sake  of  avoiding  a  greater. 
,  The  hon.  gentleman,  who  spoke  last, 
Sir,  has  given  us  a  very  ingenious,  and,  I 
believe,  a  veiy  just  description  of  our  con- 
stitution, and  has  with  great  judgment 
pointed  out  to  us  the  dangers  to  which  we 
are,  or  may  be  exposed;  but  1  cannot 
think  a  standing  army,  constituted  as  our 
present  army  is,  can  Se  of  any  such  dange- 
rous consequence  to  our  constitution  as  he 
has  represented,  were  it  much  more  nu- 
merous than  it  is  at  present.  An  army 
composed  entirely  of  our  own  subjects,  and 
commanded  by  gentlemen  of  the  best  fa^ 
milies,  and  some  of  them  of  the  best  estates 
in  the  kingdom,  and  an  army  depending 
for  its  very  being  upon  the  annual  consent 
<tf  parliament,  can  no  way  contribute  to- 
wards rendering  the  parliament  altogether 
dependent  upon  the  King  or  his  ministers, 
nor  can  it  contribute  towards  enabling  the 
King  to  govern  without  any  parliament  at 
all.    While  our  parliament  meet  regularly 
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once  a  year,  and  are  rediown  once  every 
seven  years,  no  gentleman  of  the  army  can 
propose  to  have  a  seat  in  parliament,  unless 
he  be  a  man  of  family  and  fortune  m  his 
country;  and  though  a  commisnoD  in 
the  army  may  periiaps,  and  I  hope  al- 
ways win,  make  a  gentleman  job  with 
more  alacrity  than  he  would  othorwiie  do, 
in  supporting  the  government  against  fao 
tious  complaints,  or  seditious  insurrec^ 
tions ;  yet  no  commission  will  ever  make 
such  a  man  give  his  consent  to  any  thing  io 
parliament,  which  he  may  think  oppressiTe 
upon  the  people,  or  which  may,  in  hisopi- 
mon,  tenet  towards  overturning  our  caD- 
Btitution. 

As  every  such  officer  must  have  a  great 
many  friends  and  rdatioos  among  the 
people,  his  regard  for  his  friends  and  re- 
lations will  prevent  his  joining  in  oppresttve 
measures  for  the  support  of  any  adminii- 
tration;  and  as  the  hqipiness  and  secoritj 
of  his  fHends  and  rdationa,  nay  of  his  owq 
proper^,  depends  upon  the  presenradon 
of  our  constitution,  it  cannot  oe  supposed 
he  will,  for  the  sake  of  any  commission  he 
can  enjoy  or  expect,  give  his  vote  in  par- 
liament for  any  measure  that  may  evi- 
dently tend  towards  the  overthrow  of 
our  constitution.  Therefore,  while  our 
army  is  commanded  by  such  gentlemen  ai 
it  is  at  preset^,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  it 
can  contribute  towards  breaking  the  ba- 
lance of  the  constitution ;  no  sort  of  garb- 
ling. Sir,  can  be  suffident  for  this  purpose, 
because  if  the  commissions  in  our  army 
should  be  given  to  men  of  no  families  or 
fortunes,  it  would  be  impossible  to  get 
any  great  number  of  them  brought  into 
parliament. 

The  only  remainmg  danger  therefore  is, 
that  our  army  may  enable  some  future 
King  to  govern  without  any  parliament  at 
aU ;  and  as  this  would  be  a  total  overthrow 
of  our  constitution  at  once,  it  ^cannot  be 
supposed  that  gentlemen  of  families  or 
fortunes  would  unanimously  join  in  sop- 
porting  such  a  government :  on  the  con- 
trary, we  must  both  from  reason  and  ex- 
penence  suppose^  that  the  greatest  number 
of  them  would  declare  for  their  country, 
and  would  join  in  proper  measures  for  re- 
storing the  constitution,  and  bringing  to 
justice  those  ministera  who  had  attempted 
Its  overthrow.  This,  I  say.  Sir,  we  must 
suppose  would  be  the  behaviour  of  most  of 
those  ^ntlemen  of  families  or  fortunes, 
who  mi^ht  at  such  an  unlucky  juncture  be 
officers  m  our  army;  and  as  they  will  al- 
ways have  a  great  sway  among  the  otbfs 
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officers  and  soldien,  we  have  no  reason 
to  doubt  tJiat  they  would  be  followed,  as 
thej  were  in  the  case  of  king  James's  at* 
tempc  to  subvert  our  liberties,  by  the 
greiteSt  part  of  our  army.  From  whence 
f  have,  1  think,  good  reason  to  conclude, 
that  whikt  our  army  is  commanded,  as  it 
is  at  present,  by  gentlemen  of  the  best  fii- 
roities  sod  fortunes  in  the  khiedom,  it  will 
alwajs  be  90  &r  from  being  dangerous  to 
oar  coostitutioD,  that  it  must  be  looked  on 
IS  one  of  its  greatest  securities.  ^ 

An  army,  Sir,  of  foreign  mercenary 
troops,  or  an  army  composed  of  the  scum  of 
the  people,  and  commanded  by  men  of  no 
&milies  of  fortunes  in  the  country,  may 
contnbnte  towards  enabling  a  government 
to  oppress  the  people,  or  to  divest  them  of 
their  liberties  and  privileges ;  and  b^  such 
tnnies  only  an  arbitrary  and  oppressive  go- 
Teroment  can  be  supported.  It  was  not, 
€ir,  b^  an  army  entirely  composed  of  Ro- 
man citizens  that  Julius  Caesar  overturned 
the  hl)erties  of  Rome :  it  was  by  an  army 
which  consisted,  in  a  great  measure,  of  the 
iohabitants  of  those  countries  which  had 
been  conquered  by  the  Romans ;  and  that* 
•inny  was  commanded  chiefly  by  Romans 
^mem  fiunilies,  or  such  as  aepended  en- 
tirdyupon  the  fortune  and  favour  of  their 

CraL  By  such  an  army  it  was  that 
e  was  brought  into  slavery,  and  by 
inch  armies  the  Romans  were  afterwards 
held  in  slavery ;  for  the  Roman  emperors 
^  always  great  bodies  of  people,  who 
^  neither  natives  of  Rome,  nor  of  Italy, 
i&  their  pay,  and  by  thenr  means  they 
^t  in  awe  such  or  the  Roman  armies, 
^  afterwards  appeared  in  the  least  in- 
dined  towards  restonng  the  liberties  of 
^  country. 

At  this  day,  Sir,  the  arbitrary  and  ty- 
rannical government  of  Turkey  is  chiefly 
>^portea  by  an  &nny  of  janizaries ;  an 
^  of  men  who,  so  rar  from  having  any 
Klations  amcmg  the  people,  that  few  or 
none  of  them  know  who  were  their  parents, 
^  what  country  they  were  bom  m :  and 
^our  neighbouring  country  of  France,  we 
hm  tibat  they  have  always  great  bodies 
^  ibreign  troops  in  their  pay,  who  have  no 
relations  among  the  people  of  France,  nor 
^y  knowledge  of,  or  concern  for,  the  an- 
^t  fbmi  of  government  in  that  kingdom. 
"Ot  as  they  have  likewise  a  great  array  of 
Datives,  and  that  army  generally  com- 
bed by  men  of  the  best  families  in  the 
^^Qta,  therefore,  though  their  present 
'onn  of  government  be  absolute,  yet  it  is 
^^10  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  as  that  in 


Turkey ;  ibr  if  theas  government  should 
begin  to  oppress  their  people  in  a  tyran* 
nical  manner,  I  believe  ever^  gentleman 
whd  knows  the  dispositions  of  tne  French 
officers,  will  allow  tnat  the  greatest  part  of 
the  native  Frendi  officers  and  soldiers 
would  certainly  join  with  the  people,  and 
would  probably  get  the  better  or  such  a 
government,  thoi^  supported  by  all  the 
foreign  troops  they  have  in  their  pay ;  so 
that  the  present  government  of  franca 
may  be  properly  said  to  be  supported  by 
the  justice  and  wisdom  of  its  measures, 
rather  than  by  its  Standing  Army,  or  the 
absoluteness  of  its  form ;  and  while  the 
government  in  this  kingdom  follows  the 
same  sort  of  measures,  it  certainly  ought 
to  be  supported  not  only  by  our  army,  but 
also  by  our  parliament. 

The  only  danger,  therefore.  Sir,  we  are 
exposed  to  by  means  of  our  army,  is,  lest 
some  future  ambitious  King,  or  wicked 
minister,  should  garble  our  army,  so  as  to 
make  it  fit  for  destro3dn^  the  luierties  of 
the  people,  and  supportm^  an  aifaithoy 
and  tyrannical  rule.  This  is  a  danser  we 
must  always  remain  exposed  to,  as  fong  aa 
we  keep  up  an^  thing  like  a  Stancung 
Army ;  but  this  is  a  danger  which,  I  think, 
we  are  sufficiently  guarded  against,  and,  I 
hq>e,  ever  shall  be,  both  by  the  method 
in  which  our  present  army  is  kept  up,  and 
by  the  smallness  of  its  number.  As  our 
present  army  is  kept  up  only  from  year  to 
year,  by  authority  of  parliament ;  if  this 
method  of  garbling  should  be  begun  be- 
fore the  end  of  a  session  of  parliament, 
that  very  session  could,  ana  certainly 
would,  not  only  take  notice  of  it,  but  con- 
trive some  method  for  preventing  its  Aad 
in  this  the  parliament  would  certainly  have 
the  concurrence  and  assistance  of  every 
gentleman  of  the  army,  who  happened  then 
to  have  the  honour  of  bemg  a  member 
of  either  House;  for  as  they  would  pro- 
bably be  the  first  suflerers  by  such  a  garb- 
ling, they  would  be  the  most  forward  in 
taking  measures  to  prev^it  it.  A^n,  if 
this  garbling  should  not  be  begun  till  after 
the  session  of  parliament  was  broke  up,  it 
must  be  completed  before  the  Lady-day 
following ;  because  all  the  gentlemen  of 
family  or  estate  who  might  then  be  in  the 
army,  would,  after  the  Lady-day  following,^ 
certainly  refuse  to  act  as  officers,  without 
a  new  authority  from  parliament ;  and  if 
all  the  officers  of  distraction  in  the  iirmy 
should  be' turned  out  at  once,  or  in  eight 
or  nine  months  time,  tiiey  would  certaiidy 
join  with  the  people  in  vindicating  the 
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dfi^rttofdieiroounf^r;  and  their  swaY  in 
-thfl  anny  would  for  wnae  time  alker  their 
^diminioD  remain  so  considerable,  that  in 
case  of  a  ciyil  war's  breaking  out,  which 
would  certainlybethe  case  that  very  moment 
die  government  pietended  to  continue  the 
army  without  the  consent  of  the  parliament, 
most  of  the  sddiers  would  in  all  probahBity 
deseit  their  new  officers,  in  order  to  follow 
tiieirold;  bywhich  means  the  regular  troops 
would  come  to  be  at  least  equaBj  diviidea ; 
land  the  people,  with  the  assistance  of 
one  half  of  the  army,  would  in  all  human 

a>carance  get  the  better  of  the  other 
£f  which  remained  attached  to  the  go- 
'Veriuuent« 

Bat  graitting.  Sir,  that  some  future  am- 
bitious King,  or  wickedminister,  should  re- 
aoWe  to  govern  without  a  parliament,  and 
'tir  continue  'die  army  without  any  new  au- 
thority from  parliament;  and  likewise  sup- 
pose thai  that  army  should,  every  man  of 
them,' officer  as  well  as  solder,  remain 
'£nnly  attached  to  the  government,  and 
laUnnnously  join  in  supporting  such  an 
usurped  and  tj^iannical  power,  against 
.dioae  efforts  which  would  certainly  be 
,inada  by  the  people,  for  recovering  the 
Jiberties  and  eonstitution  of  their  country ; 
yet  a  body  of  18,000  of  the  best  regular 
troops  that  ever  were  in  the  wwld,  would 
om^  be  suffidentfor  supporting  a  govem- 
flwnt  against  the  imited  force  in  the  whole 
peoj^e  ,af  Great  Britain:  for  though  a 
amaH  number  of  regular  well-diaeip&ned 
troops  may,  and  do  often,  get  the  better 
of  a  much  superior  number  of  militia,  or 
aew-raised  and  undisciplined  troops,  yet 
18,000  men  could  not  stand  agamst  so 
man^y  ttprtarnds  of  good  men,  though  not 
experienced  soldiers,  as  could  be  brought 
a«ainst  thaem  from  the  several  counties  of 
iSreat  Britain :  even  suppose  they  should 

Cthe  better  at  the  two  or  three  first  bot- 
ar rencounters,yet  their  enemies  would 
improve  by  every  defeat;  so  that,  as  the 
Swedes  did  in  the  last  war  with  the  Mus- 
covites, tliey  might  beat  their  enemy  into 
ttood  discipline,  and  by  often  defSeating 
uiem,  might  teach  them  how  to  defeat  in 
their  torn. 

Vram  what  1  have  sud,  Sir,  it  must  ap- 
pear, that  our  constitution  can  never  be  in 
.danger  of  bein^  overturned  by  means  of 
an  wmy,  constitsaed  as  our  present  anny 
is,  and  not  mone  nameroos  than  that  we 
have  now  on  foot.  Such  an  army  only 
preserves  the  constitutioo  against  Action 
and  dtsaflbctiaQ,  and  protects  the  people 
agniysr  ^WWitio  nmines  and  foneign  inva- 
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sions.    Andsttchanainy,  8if,Iamifisid 
will. always  be  necessary  to  be  kept  up 
here.    This  naturally  leMs  me  toconsider 
the  several  reasons  we  may  now  have,  for 
keeping  up  the  same  number  of  reguJar 
Ibroes  we  nave  at  present;  and  as  I  have 
mentioned  dmffedion,  I  AaU  besia  witii 
that  reason,  which  proceeds  from  toe  great 
number  of  disafiected  persona  we  have  still 
the  misfortune  to  have  auMmgst  us.    Sup- 
pose, Sir,  we  have  at  present  nothing  to  fesr 
from  any  foreign  aiemy,  yet  it  cannot  be 
said  we  are  in  absolute  security,  or  that  we 
have  nothing  to  fear.    There  is  one  thing 
1  am  still  afraid  of,  and  it  is,  indeed,  the 
only  thina,  I  think,  we  have  at  present  to 
fear.    Whether  it  be  proper  to  neation  it 
upon  this  occasion,  I  do  not  know :  I  do 
not  know,  if  1  ou^  to  mention  it  in  such 
an  assemUv  as  this :  I  am  sure  there  is  oo 
necessity  for  mentioniag  it,  because  I  la 
convinced  every  gentleman  that  beats  nie 
is -as  mudi  afraid  of  it  as  I  am.    The  fesr 
I  mean,  is  that  of  the  Fk-etender:  evei^ 
one  knows  there  is  still  a  Pretender  to  ha 
Majesty's  crown  and  dignity ;  there  is  still 
a  person  who  pretends  to  be  lawful  and 
ridbtful  sovereign  of  these  Idngdoms ;  and, 
what  makes  the  misfortune  much  the  more 
considerable,  there  are  still  a  great  aiimber 
of  persons  in  these  kingdoms  so  much  de- 
luded by  his  abettors,  as  to  think  in  the 
same  way.    These  are  the  only  ^^sodb 
who  can  properly  be  called  dfisalfected, 
and  they  are  still  so  nmierous,  that  though 
this  government  had  not'  a  foreign  eoeiny 
under  the  sun,  the  danger  we  are  in  insD 
the  Pretender,  and  the  diaaffiscted  part  of 
our  own  subjects,  is  a  danger  whidi  everr 
true  Briton  ought  to  feat,  a  danger  which 
every  man  who  has  a  due  regvd  for  our 
present  happy  establishment,  will  certainly 
endeavour  to  provide  against  as  nuich  si 
he  can. 

I  am  sorry  to  see,  Sir,  that  this  is  «  «0^ 
of  fear,  which  a  great  manjr  amongst  as 
endeavour  to  turn  into  ridumie,  sod  for 
thatpurpose  they  tell  us,  that  though  there 
are  many  of  our  subjects  discontented  and 
uneasy,  there  are  but  very  few  disaffectea  ; 


but  I  must 
opinion 


ust  beg  leave  to  be  of  a  drfterat 
;  for,!  believe,  most  of  the  dis- 
contents and  uneasinesses  thst  ^f^ 
among  the  people,  proceed  origmally  ir0>B 
disaffection.  No  man  of  commoa  pru- 
dence win  profess  himself  openly  a  ]tco- 
bite ;  by  so  doing  he  not  osly  maf  uxj^ 
his  private  f<»tone,  but  he  must  reoo^ 
himself  less  able  todoany  eftctualstf!<^ 
ta  the  cause  tkabjBSflmbaood;  ihetosm 
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thmtHiNttfe«rMehiMi  bi  thd  IdDgf^ 
doBS.  Tonf  rijut  JlicdfcntCy  Snf ^  dit^wft 
MstMieiitliiittits;  faefoBTsoutfitr  I'fefO- 
Idtiai  principles;  lie  pretends  to  b«  a  great 
iKeadtd!lbere}r»  ana  a  great  admirer  of 
oarsntieiit  eonstitotion  9  and  under  this 
mtetace  there  are  numbers  who  erery 
day  ebdearotir  td  soir  discontents  among 
tile  ^eofk^  by  persuading  Ihem  that  the 
ooosdtutton  IS  ht  danger,  and  that  tbey  are 
mmeoeinriijr  loaded  irith  many  and  heavy 
taiei  Thete  men  InoW  thitt  discontent 
lod  disifisctiOft  are  like  trit  and  madness ; 
Itiqrsrfe  separated  by  thin  partitions;  and 
Aerefore  they  hope,  that  it  they  can  once 
reoder  the  people  tliofougfaly  discontented, 
it  will  be  easy  for  them  to  render  them 
&aftcted.  These  are  tlie  men  we  have 
took  reason  to  be  afraid  of:  they  are, 
I  am  afraid,  mote  numerous  than  most 
gentlemen  imagine,  and  I  wi^  I  could  not 
iBf  they  liave  been  lately  joined,  and  yeiy 
tnoch  agisted  by  some  gentlemen,  who»  I 
ta  convinced,  nave  abrays  been,  and  still 
tre,  tmr  sincere  and  true  friends  to  our 
ptcient  happy  establishmeiit 

By  the  accession  of  these  new  allies,  as 

I  nay  justly  call  them,  the  real  bot  C0rt<> 

cealai  Jacobites  have  succeeded  even  be- 

vond  thrir  oWn  expectation;  and  therefore 

1  am  not  atall  ashamed  to  aav  I  am  in  fear 

of  the  Pretender:    it  is  a  doanger.  I  shall 

Mver  be  adiamed  to  say  I  am  afraid  of; 

because  it  is  a  dancer  we  shall  alwars  be 

moi^  or  less  exposed  to ;   and,  I  believe, 

the  less  mmri>er  of  regular  forces  we  keep 

^,  the  more  we  shalfalways  be  exposed 

td  thb  danger.    Yet  I  would  not  hdive 

gentlemen  to  cdndude  fVotn  hence,  that  I 

tbsU  always  be  for  keeping  im  the  same 

iiumber  of  tegular  forced  we  have  at  pre* 

tent:  the  number  of  Jacobites  will,  I  hope, 

k  duly  decreasing :  those  who  have  been 

bred  up  in  such  prmcipies,  and  are  there- 

^  governed  by  the  prejudice  of  educa* 

tioB,  will  die  away  by  dM;rees,  and  some 

of&em  may  perh^s,  by%£e  fbrce  of  their 

o^n  aaderstanding,  discover  their  error, 

ftnd  cfaanse  their  principles.    This,  Sir, 

%e  have  me  strongest  reason  for  hoping. 

Kid  the  moie,  because  I  have  the  satisfhc* 

tionto  find,  that  fbw  ot  the  rismg  genera'- 

tioQ  are  b  the  leaat  tainted  with  such  er-^ 

nmeottf  txA  dangerous  principles.    In  A 

Aort  time  therefore,  I  DeHeve,  we  may 

With  ailbty  give  die  people  a  little  ease, 

^  req)eet  to  tire  atmudl  public  eitpence, 

by  reddeing  a  part  of  our  army ;  but  to 

tnake  an\r  redacthm  at  presetrt,  woiild,  hi 

^  opinion,  be  the  bright  of  madneM; 

[VOLX.] 


IMI  ilfeieh  is  BOW  called  discontent,  would 
tiien  appear  to  be  disaffection;  ibrlshonld 
eifpect  tohear  of  the  Pretender's  standards 
bemg  soon  after  set  up  in  several  parttf  of 
ttie  island,  perhaps  in  every  One  of  the 
Hffoe  kingdoms* 

This,  I  say,  Sir,  would  be  ttie  conse- 
quence I  should  emect  from  our  making 
ttoy  redoction,  While  there  is  such  %  mt- 
meroUi  party  of  disafl^ed  amoneit  tts; 
and  tfaottc^h  our  neighbours  seem  afi  to  be 
our  gooa  friends  at  present,  Aough  no 
one  of  them  seems  to  nave  imy  inamediate 
design  of  disturbing  the  tranquillity  we 
now  enjoy;  yet  it  is  well  known,  that 
there  is  no  method  by  which  friendship 
betwixt  two  nations  is  kept  up  so  surely, 
as  by  eadi  being  in  a  eondition  to  do  her- 
self justice,  if  3ie  other  shall  insult  her. 
Besides,  Sir,  were  our  forces  reduced,  who 
can  say  that  we  may  nofrhave  some  dis- 
turbances at  home ;  and  then  it  is  natural 
for  rival  nations  to  foment  the  divisions, 
and  assist  the  malecontents  of  one  another. 
If  there  were  no  disafFected  parhr  amongst 
us,  or  if  that  party  were  inconsioeraUe,  no 
foreign  power  would  dare  to  invade  us; 
because  such  a  number  of  transport  ships 
as  far  necessaiy  fbr  invedinc;  us  with  a  gr^ 
army,  could  not  be  provided  without  out 
being'advtsed  of  the  design ;  in  which  case 
we  could  render  their  design  abortive  by 
the  superiority  of  our  (feet ;  and  to  invadle 
us  suddenly  with  a  small  number  offerees, 
could  Ao  us  little  or  no  mischief^  nor  could 
it  do  ourenemtes  any  service.  It  would 
be  like  rou^iiig  a  lion  to  revenge  by  the 
prick  of  *  n^dle.  But  whilst  there  is 
audi  a  considerable  disaflected  party 
amongst  us,  nothhig  can  secure  us  effec* 
tuaUy  against  small  and  sodden  invasions, 
hot  a  sidicient  number  of  regular  forces 
tvady  to  march  at  an  hoar's  warning.  Five 
or  six  thousand  men  may  be  embarked  ii^ 
Such  a  smdl  number  of  ships,  and  sO 
spesdHy,  that  it  is  impossible  to  guard 
against  it  by  means  of  our  fleet.  Suth  a 
number  may  be  landed  in  some  part  of  the 
island,  before  we  can  hear  of  their  em^ 
barkatitm :  and  if  such  a  number  were 
landed.  With  the  l^Tetender  at  their  head, 
there  is  no  question  but  that  they  would 
meet  widi  many,  especially  tiie  meane/ 
sort,  to  join  diem.  In  sudi  a  case;  we 
eonld  not  march  our  whole  army  against 
those  invadersand  their  assistants ;  because, 
If  we  should  draw  all  our  reetdar  forces 
away  (tatti  the  other  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
the  disaHi^ted  wotdd  riae  in  e'^ery  eoanty 
so  left  desfltme  of  regofatf  troops;  and  the 
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rebels  being  thus  in  possession  of  many 
parts  of  our  sea  coasts,  would  be  continual- 
nr  receiving  supplies,  by  single  ships,  from 

-  those  who  had  at  first  invaded  us. 
.  Thus,  Sir,  a  oivil  war,  at  least,  would  be 
entailed  upon  us,  and  might  continue  for 
several  years.  The  government  might 
probably,  by  good  luck  and  good  manage- 
ment, get  the  better  at  last ;  but  it  is  much 
better  not  to  put  it  upon  that  issue;  for  it 
would  not  be  without  danger,  and  putting 
the  nation  to  a  much  greater  expence,  than 
it  could  be  put  to  by  keeping  up  a  small 
number  of  additional  troops  lor  many 
years,  X  may  say  for  many  ages.  Against 
this  danger  there  is  no  possible  way  of 
guarding  absolutely,  but  by  keeping  up 
iiuch  a  number  of  regular  troops,  as  that 
w£  may  spare  to  send  six  or  seven  thou- 
sand of  them  against  any  small  and  sudden 
invasion  that  csna  be  miade  upon  us,  and 
3'et  leave  in  every  other  part  of  the  king- 
dom, especially  the  most  disaffected,  a 
number 'Sufficient  for  preventing*  the  de- 
signs of  those  who  want  only  an  opportu- 
nity for  risine  in  arms  against  the  govern- 
ment :  and  for  this  purpose,  considering 
the  number  of  the  disaffected  we  have  stiH 
the  misfortune  to  have  amongst  us,  I  must 
think  18,000  is  the  smallest  number  we 
can  in  common  prudence  keep  up ;  for  we 
must  always  keep  5  or  6,000  about  our 

,  capital,  otherwise  our  government  may  be 
in  danger  of  losing  even  that,  and  with  that 
all  its  treasure,  and  thereby  our  fleet  itself 
may  be  turned  against  us ;  I  ain  sure  5  or 
6,0OQ  more  is  the  smallest  number  that  can 
be  thought  necessary  for  bein^  dispersed 
in  the  several  parts  of  the  kingdom,  in 

^  order  to  keep  the  disaffected  in  obedience. 
This  I  say.  Sir,  is  the  smallest  number, 
we  can  in  common  prudence  propose  to 
keep  up,  as  long  as  there  Is  such  a  consi- 
derable disaffected  party  amongst  us ;  but 
when  that  party  is  entirely  evanished,  as 
I  hope  It  will  be  in  a  few  years,  we  shall 
then  have  no  occasion  for  any  more  than 
are  necessary  inany  part  of  the  kingdom, 
for  keeping  the  disaffected  in  awe ;  .  we 
shall  have  no  occasion  for  any  more  than 
are  necessary  for  ^uardin^  our  capital,  and 
for  assisting  tlie  civil  magistrate  in  putting 
the  laws  ii|  execution  against  smugglers^ 
and  other  criminals  ;  for  both  which  pur- 
poses 12,000  may,  I  believe,  be  found  fuliy 

•ufHcient. 

I  know.  Sir,  it  may  be  said,  that  as  long 

as  his  Majesty  possesses  the  affections  ^ 
the  ^enenJitv  <^  the  people,  which  I  hope 

ke  always  wil],  we  may  trust  to  our  Hulitia, 


Deifote  in  the  CammoM  [4M 

^r  defending  us  affainst  any  small  and  sud- 
den invasion,  and  likewise  for  defending 
us  against  any  insurrection,  as  well  as  for 
enabling  the  civil  magistrate  to  put  the 
laws  in  execution  against  all  sorts  of  cri- 
minals.    For  my  part,  I  can  freely  de- 
clare, that  I  wi^,  as .  much  as  any  man 
can  do,  that  we  could  put  so  much  trust 
in  our  tnili'^ift^  as  to  have  no  occasion  for 
regular  troops ;  and  with  regard  to  defend- 
ing us  acainst  foreign  invasions,  I  beb'eve 
we  might  put  our  trust  in  our  militia,  if 
our  foreign  neighbours  had  nothing  but 
militia  to  bring  against  us;  for  our  men 
are  naturally  brave  as  any  of  their  neigh- 
bours ;  they  always  shewed  themselves  so, 
when  neither  of  us  had  any  thing  eke  but 
militia  to  trust  to.      But  now,  that  our 
neighbours  have  large  bodies  of  regular 
weU-disciplined  troops,  it  would  be  mad- 
ness in  us  to  put  our  whole  trust  in  our 
militia;   for  by  experience,  in  all  coun- 
tries, we  find  it  is  impossible  to  make  mi- 
litia any  thing    near  equal   to   regular 
troops.    We  have  an  instance.  Sir,  of  this 
in  the  late  war  betwixt  Poland  and  Mus- 
covy. In  Poland  the  militia  were  formerly, 
and  I  beUeve  are  still,  as  good  a  militia  as 
any  in  the  world.    Whilst  the  Muscovites 
brought  nothing  but  militia  against  them, 
we  find  the  Polish  troops  were  always 
much  superior  to  the  Muscovites,  so  much, 
that  in  former  times,  we  find  a  small  body 
of  the  former  have  put  to  rout  great  armies 
of  the  latter;  but  the  Muscovites  have 
now  fallen  into  the  way  of  keeping  up  a 
great   army   of   regular    well-aisciplined 
troops,  ana  late  experience  has  shewn  us 
how  much  interior  the  Polish  militia  is  to 
the  Muscovite  regular  troops ;  for  in  the 
late' war  which  h^pened  upon  the  elec- 
tion of  this  present  king  of  Poland,  the 
Polish  militia  could  never  onde  make  any 
tolerable  stand  against  those  regular  troops, 
that  were  sent  from  Muscovy  to  support 
the  present  king  of  Poland's  election.    In 
all  tne  other  countries  of  Europe  we  find 
it  is  the  same ;  dnd  in  this  country,  I  sin 
convinced,  we  should  find  it  to  our  cost,  it 
we  had  nothing  but  militia  to  send  agunst 
any  body  of  regular  troops,  that  might 
chance,  by  escap&g  our. fleet  at  sea,  to 
land  in  this  island ;   for  which  reason,  as 
long  as  our  neighbours  keep  up  such  huge 
bo<^ea  of  regular  troops,  1  shsul  always  be 
against  trustmg  intirely  to  our  mihtia,  foz 
our  defence  against  foreign  invasioD& 

Even  as  to  defending  us  a^amst  iosur* 
rections,  and  enabling  ^e  civil  magistrate 
to  execute  the  lawa  agajuut  ansmw*}^  ^? 
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not  buw,  SfTy  if  it  would  be  proper  to 
trust  to  oar  militia.  During  the  late  re- 
bellion we  saw  how  unserviceable,  how 
badward  ibej  were.  ^  I  hope  it  will  not 
be  pretended  that  that  insurrection  was 
general,  or  that  it  was  favoured  by  any 
great  put  of  the  people ;  and  yet  that 
small  DOfflber  of  men,  wnich  were  gathered 
toeee2ier  from  one  comer  of  the  island 
00^,  would,  I  am  afraid,  have  made  them- 
fdres  masters  of  the  whole,  if  we  had  then 
had  nothbg  but  miKtia  to  send  asainst 
them.  Then  as  to  enabling  the  civil  ma^ 
gistrate  to  execute  the  laws  against  crimi- 
luds,  I  am  sure  there  never  was  a  time 
when  there  was  less  reason  than  there  is 
at  present,'  to  say  our  militia  is  sufficient 
for  this  purpose.  In  most  of  our  mari- 
time counties,  I  do  not  know  but  that  the 
militia  would  protect  instead  of  suppress- 
ing the  smugglers;  in  some  counties  the 
muitia  would,  I  fear,  destroy  the  turn- 
pikes, instead  of  assisting  to  aj^rehend 
tfaose^who  do  in  a  riotous  manner  destroy 
them;  and  in  every  county,  I  am  con- 
vinced, the  militia  would  protect  the  ille- 
gal retailers  of  spirituous  liquors,  instead 
of  protecting  those  who  serve  the  public 
by  informing  against  them. 

From  these  considerations.  Sir,  I  am 
convinced,  a  standing  army  is  absolutely 
necessary,  at  feast  at  present,  for  protect- 
ing OS  against  foreign  invasions,  and  do- 
mestic insurrections,  and  for  endbline  the 
civil  magistrate  to  execute  those  laws, 
which  have  been  thought  highly  necessary 
J)y  all  the  branches  of  our  legislature ;  and 
for  these  ends  I  cannot  thinl,  that  a  less 
numerous  standii^  army  than  we  now 
liave,  could  be  sufficient ;  at  least  I  cannot 
think  so,  as  long  as  we  have  so  formida- 
ble a  disaflfected  party  amongst  us.  A 
Btanding  army,  or  such  an  one  as  we  have 
at  present,  may  perhaps  be  an  evil;  I  shall 
even  grant  it  is  an  evil,  because  it  must 
f^'^  be  expensive  to  the  people ;  but  it 
IS  an  evil  which  we  ought  to  submit  to,  for 
the  sake  of  avoiding  a  greater :  And  as  I 
^  of  opinion,  and  have,  I  think,  clearly 
<>^ewn,  that  a  standing  army,  constituted 
^  our  present  is,  and  not  more  numerous, 
cannot  be  in  the  least  dangerous  to  our 
constitution  or  liberties ;  therefore  I  must 
tnink,  we  ought  the  more  willingly  to  sub* 
ttittoit. 

Mr.  George  Lyiidton  spoke  in  substance 
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Sir;  by  what  I  can  collect  from  tlie 
long  debate  we  have  had  upon  this  ques- 
tion, I  find  the  three  chief  arguments 
made  use  of  against  the  reduction  proposed 
are,  the  fears  we  are  under  from  the  Pre- 
tender, the  discontents  that  are  among  our 
people,  and  the  care  we  ought  to  take  of 
prcaserving  that  weight  and  influence, 
viiiich  this  nation  ought  to  have  in  all  fo- 
reign negotiations.  These,  Sir,  are  the 
reasons,  and  these  only  arc  given  as  the 
reasons,  for  keeping  up  the  same  number 
of  mercenary  troops  but  for  this  ensuing 
year,  which  I  must  think  is  a  litde  sur- 
prizing ;  for  if  there  be  any  weight  in  any 
of  these  reasons,  I' think  it  may  be  easily 
shewn,  that  they  will  always  be  as  good  as 
they  are  at  present ;  and  tnerefore,  if  any 
one  of  them  be  an  argument  for  keeping 
up  the  same  number  of  mercenary  troop« 
but  for  one  year  longer,  it  must  be  an  ar- 
gument for  keeping  up  the  same  number 
for  ever.  Nay,  I  believe  every  one  of 
them  will  gather  new  weight  every  suc- 
ceeding year,  and  however  imaginary  they 
may  be  at  present,  I  am  afraid  they  will  at 
last  become  real,  and  m^  become  good 
reasons,  not  only  for  keeping  up  the  same 
number  we  have  at  present,  but  for  keep- 
ing up  a  much  greater  number:  I  am 
even  convinced  they  will  at  last  become 
good  reasons  for  introducing  and  keeping 
up  a  large  body  of  foreien  mercenary 
troops ;  for  if  our  people  uiould  become 
generally  disafiected,  as  well  as  discon- 
tented, our  government  could  not  rely 
upon  an  army  raised  and  recruited  from  a 
people  generally  disaffected :  the  soldiers, 
at  least,  of  such  an  army,  would  be  apt  to 
embrace  the  first  opportunfty  for  followmg 
their  natural  inclinations. 

As  to  the  discontents  that  are  said  to  be 
at  present  so  general  among  our  people,  I 
must  with  sorrow  confess  tliat  I  think  thej 
are  but  too  general ;  but  I  think  their 
causes  are  far  from  bemg  such  as  have 
been  assigned.  An  hon.  gentleman  has 
indeed  given  us  a  very  ingenious  descrip- 
tion of  what  he  takes  to  be  the  causes  of 
our  present  discontents;  but  these  causes. 
Sir,  are  such  as  must  for  ever  subsist,  and 
must  for  ever  produce  the  same  effects ; 
so  that  if  there  are  no  discontents  in  the 
nation,  but  what  proceed  from  one  or 
other  of  these  causes,  we  can  never  ex- 
pect to  see  an  end  or  a  diminution  of  our  . 
discontents,  and  consequently  we  can  never 
expect  to  see  an  end  or  a  diminution  of 
our  standing  army.  The  first  two,  I  mean 
the  discontents  of  those,  who  are  so  unp 
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reaaonabie  as  to  emect  >afcty  Und  Mca- 
rity,  without  their  bebg  al  any  tmtlblo  or 
expenoe  for  that  piirpote»  and  the  di900iv- 
tents  of  those  who  are  so  fond  of  ohanm, 
as  to  risk  their  own  destmotion  rather 
than  not  to  have  one,  must  both  be  per- 
,petual ;  for  if  there  are  any  such  mea  in 
the  kingdom  as  either  of  these,  there  is  no 
reason  to  expect  they  will  eier  be  fewer : 
Nay,  as  these  causes  are  such  as  proceed 
from  the  nature  of  mankind,  they  are  such 
as  must  not  only  for  ever  subsist,  but  must 
in  every  nation  subsist ;  and  consequently, 
the  discontents  proceeding  from  these, 
must  be  a  reason  for  keeping  a  numerous 
standing  army  on  foot,  not  only  at  all 
times,  but  in  all  nations.  From  hence  I 
^»sy  8&y»  ^^  Bome  of  our  neighbours,  as 
well  as  we,  are  much  obliged  to  the  hon. 
gentleman,  for  furnishing  them  with  a 
pretence  for  keepins  up  great  armies, 
which  I  am  persuaded  none  of  thtm  ever 
thought  of  before.  But  every  man  who 
knows  any  thing  of  the  nature  of  mankkid, 
must  be  convinced  that  there  canqot  be  in 
this  nation,  nor  in  any  other,  a  great  num- 
ber of  such  men ;  and  therefore  no  go- 
vernment can  stand  in  need  of  a  numerous 
mercenary  army,  for  keeping  such  men  in 
obedience* 

Anoth^  cause.  Sir,  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  has  been  pleased  to  assign  for 
our  discontents,  is  likewise  a  cause  which 
must  for  ever,  and  every  where,  subsist, 
because  it  d^nds  upon  the  nature  of 
mankind ;  and  it  must  in  every  free  coun- 
try produce  the  same  effisets  it  does  in  this. 
In  every  free  eeuntry  the  people  hare  a 
right  to  make  their  own  lavs,  and  to  en- 
quire into  the  administration  of  their  pub- 
be  affairs ;  therefino  thejr  have  a  right  to 
know  whirt  may  he  aaid  fior  or  against 
eitboi^  In  such  eounlries,  |ho  most  wise 
fmd  just  administratioo,  tiM  most  prudent 
and  necessary  laws  or  piAlie  moasures, 
nay  be  traduced  and  nlisrenresented  by 
some  men,  for  selfish  ends ;  W  in  every 
eueh  djEpnte,  the  government  has,  from 
ahe  veiy  timture  of  m  govemments,  a  great 
suknntaM.:  those  who  speak  or  write 
sigai^  die  measures  of  the  government, 
even  supposing  those  measures  to  be  op- 
pressive and  unjust,  or.  absurd  and  rioi- 
culous,  are  always  under  a  great  restiaint; 
tiiey  are  always  in  danger  of  exceeding 
those  bounds  that  are  prescribed  by  the 
laws  of  their  country,  and  have  often  suf- 
fered severely  on  that  account:  On  the 
ether  hand,  those  who  speak  or  wiite  in 
aoppert  of  sndi  meaawes,  are 
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opy  Mioli  Biivtinint,  ai|d  «re  alwijfi  111% 
rowavdodf  whii^h  is  m  oocoorofewiit 
their  antagooists  cai|  stl4oi»  expect,  aii4 
much  seldoraer  meet  with*  For  this  rss» 
son  it  is  in^KMsiUo  to  auppote,  that  bj 
any  sort  of  enquiry ,  by  any  sort  of  wiitiag 
or  speaking,  any  general  discontent  csp 
be  raised  against  a  jqst  and  wise  adouniik 
tration:  On  .the  contrary,  the  mor^  their 
measures  are  canvassed,  the  mors  general 
satisfaction  they  must  give ;  fyf  truth  al- 
ways appears  brighter,  tbo  omo  it  is  ex* 
posed  to  tbe  light. 

The  next^ause  of  discontent,  wbichthe 
hon.  geptteman  has  been  pleased  to  caO 
downright  disaffioctipiiyisi  it  is  tnwi  loins' 
thing  peouliar  to  this  nation  |  but  thj$ 
cause  must  likowis^  for  over  subfirt,  b^ 
cause,  I  beliovoa  we  sbnll  always  bars  s 
Popish  JVetender  without,  and  soow  few 
J\^t» within  Uie  Ungdam;  Nay»II«oir 
not  but  that  we  may  always  have  ions 
Protestants  possessed  with  die  ootions  ot 

Cive  obedience  and  nonHrasistsM^ 
ever  ridioulous  tbay  may  appear  w 
those  who  can  reason  cooUr  upon  toe  lulw 
ject ;  but  I  am  sure  the  n^xnbsr  of  tbi» 
sort  of  Protestants*  is  not  ^oomloNbk  ^ 
present,  nor  is  the  number  of  Pwsll  «s  , 
copsid^tabl^  as  to  afford  any  colw  for 
saving,  that  downright  diaaffectioa  ii  ooe 
ofthe  prinmpal  causesof  those  discoatSQ^ 
which  are  at  present  so  goparal  aBM>Bi  ssr 
peoplot 

II1US,  Sir,  I  have  shewn,  I  think,  Ait 
all  the  causes  of  discontent,  that  hairs  hsis  ^ 
assigned  by  those  who  argue  in  ffn^W  of 
a  standing  aiviy,  are  auch  as  pniitfivsser 
subsist,  and  suoh  as  must  always  have  dn  1 
same  efect  they  have  at  pr«seot«  lolbst 
if  there  are  now  no  discont^ts  smoDf  vif 
but  siieh  as  proceed  from  one  or  oUier  rf 
these  causes,  our  discontentSi  ss  i  hsrs 
said,  must  always  be  as  genem  W  thf^sft 
at  present,  and  oonseiiuendy  wf  siui^  ^ 
ways  have  the  seme  reason  w  keepiag  up 
the  same  number  of  mercenary  troops  ^ 
But  I  am  of  opinion,  that  most  «f  oor  pri' 
sent  discontents  proceed  firom  vsiy^i^ 
&r^t  causes,  and  that  the  koaping  up  • 
such  a  numerous  standing  army  withia  ths 
kingdom,  in  time  of  p<ace,  w  ooe  of  tbs 
chief,  though  not  the  only  9^^^^^^^ 
of  our  present  discontents.  The  bsa. 
gentleman  has  told  us,  that'  nooe  af  our 
discontents  can  be  owing  to  reason,  be- 
cause there  is  no  country  in  Ac  worU 
where  the  liberties  and  properties  of  tM 

are  there  ai^y  au^)eoU  wk%  pV  ^^  ^^' 
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the  fmw^  mwril^f  Ih^  «DJoy»  Ami  th* 
6ubjfcto«f  Ajp  kiPflSUwir  ThM  nmr,  pwr* 
hapfibelyiofiidiovi;  iHHey^hepimMlf 
inufta«iaMMrie4g9  tbero  are  midtilHdw  ef 
men  in  tfaekiogdoiii,  whoduBk  otheiwii^; 
mea  who  are  neither  JacobiteSt  nor  fond 
of  ch«D|(Sy  nar  such  m  would  grudge  to 
pay  dbeJT  proportionable  share  towards 
eveij  secwsarr  public  expeace.  Cm 
dojaenChiBkhiB  ptopertv  sacredly  pre- 
served, when  he  is  obligea  to  pay  heary 
tauB  &r  supporting  a  public  eiqpciioe,  for 
which  hs  thinks  there  is  not  the  least  oc* 
csasD^  This  is  the  case  of  most  men  in 
tbs  DBtkm :  I  believe  nine  parts  in  ten  of 
our  people  ihinkaataadingennjr  of  I89OOO 
oes,  more  than  we  have  occasion  for  in 
tint  of  peace ;  therefore  nine  parts  in  ten 
•four  people  must  think  the  I[e»i])g  19 
of  the  soperounef^ry  6»0009  a  puUio  exr 
poiee  for  which  theve  isnol  tbeleaat^«.> 
cHioa,  sad  conieqiientlY»aiiie  parts  in  ten 
cfoar  peo[de  most  think  their  property  is 
not  to  saopedly  piesetred  as  H  ou^  to 
bct  Can  any  man  think  either  his  libeitT 
or  propel^  secure,  who  tUoka  that  botl 
<iepeDd  upon  the  moderation  of  a  eojifft, 
aid  the  honour  of  a  meicenary  amyl 
His  I  think  has  been  dearly  shewn,  in  me 
coune  of  this  debate,  to  be  our  case  at 
pmeat,  and  that  it  must  ahraya  be  our 
^^  M  loog  as  we  keep  such  a  nuaaerous 
laeroensry  army  within  the  kii^om ;  and 
DO  man  who  tlimks  so,  whkh  is,  I  believe, 
the  csie  of  moat  thmldn^  men  m  the  king* 
<k»D,  osn  think  eiAer  his  Ubeity  or  pro* 
petT  10  secure  as  it  ought  to  be. 

The  libertiea  and  {Meperties  of  the  aub<- 
jectmay  be  aa  secure  and  as  sacredly  pte- 
served  in  this,  as  in  any  neigU>oitfing 
couQtiy ;  but  this.  Sir,  is  not  sumcienL  If 
<xir  neighbours  are  all  skives,  are  we  to  be 
pktted  with  being  lew  shnFca,  or  happier 
^«,thaa  theyf  No,  Sir:  nothing  can 
p'eafe  our  peo|tf e,  ner  ought  they  to  be 
P^  with  an  V  tWng  lem  than  hating 
Puberties  and  properties  as  secure  and 
ttsacrsdly  preserved,  aa  the^  ought  to  be 
by  the  nature  of  our  constitution ;  and  this 
^  never  can,  as  ki^  as  we  unneoosm 
'uy  keep  up  a  numereus  standing  army  in 
^^of  peace.  It  ia  not  therefore  a  coo»- 
f*nix9t^  it  is  a  reel  security  our  people 
npect;  snd  every  one  must  be  oiscon* 
dented,  ^e  thinks  he  does  not  enjoy  that 
i^ty«  This,  I  say.  Sir,  M  oae  of  the 
chief  Qsuass  of  our  presenit  discontents ; 
^isithm  been  ^tmiMad  on  dsides, 
^  damontant  may  at  kat  deviato  into 
'    ^thaiewlmaiemaUyateidef 


the  Pretender,  mid  have  nothing  eke  fte 
£aar,  Ofight,  and  eertainly  will,  ha  ffr  f«N 
moving  this  cause  of  disoentoot  m^iffmm 


It  may,  as  I  have  said.  Sir,  be  true,  that 
in  this  country  the  liberties  and  properties 
of  the  sulnect  are  as  sacredly  preserved  9$ 
in' any  others  but  I  am  surprised  to  hear 
it  said,  that  there  are  no  subjects  who  pay 
less  for  the  ease  and  security  they  eajey, 
than  the  subjects  of  this  kiogdom ;  mr  I 
will  venture  to  affirm,  and,  if  it  were  net* 
ceasary,  I  could  from  calculation  and  oomr 
parison  make  it  appear,  <ha(  the  tases 
paid  by  the  peopleof  this  kingdom yeair^, 
amount  to  a  gr^it^r  sum,  in  proportion  to 
their  numbers,  than  is  paid  yflsriy  by  any 
people,  I  believe,  under  the  su^;  there* 
fi>re,  if  there  be  pny  publio  eayenee  ipr 
ourred,  that  is  act  absolutely  neowarf,  or 
if  any  wpn  has  ef  late  yearn  with  impfmitr 
iuvolvod  the  natioo  uf.  expenices,  whtcm 
ware  sot  necesawry,  irboimr  tiuuka  so, 
must  have  reason  to  be  dieeomented,  withr 
out  flBputing  his  discontent  to  any  of  die 
causes  the  hon.  ^sntlemaii  hm  bean 
pleae^l  to  assign;  Mid  I  am  afraid  there 
are  but  too  maw  who  think  $0 ;  but  a^e^ 
ther  tbey  have  Just  ground  to  think  ao^  I 
shall  not  take  upon  me  to  determine.  If 
they  have  not,  surely  s<wie  pn^per  aaethods 
may  be  found,  to  pemuade  them  they  am 
m  me  wrong ;  for  to  pretend  to  eonvinoe 
them  by  aalandin^  army,  I  esust  look  en 
to  be  the  same  arith  that  iMthod  of  ar* 
going,  which  Popish  inouisitions  make  use  • 
of  for  the  conversion  ot  heretics  and  in* 
fidels;  or,  as  a  facetiotta  author  of  our 
own  has  expreamd  it, 

*  Such  as  do  build  tbeir  faith  upon 

*  The  holy  text  of  pike  and  gun.* 

I  eome  now.  Sir,  to  the  third 
that  has  been  insisted  on  for  our  [ 
up  the  same  number  ef  regular  troops', 
wnich  is,  That  it  is  necessary  for  presenr- 
ing  the  we^t  and  influence  this  nation 
eu^ht  to  hawe  in  all  foreign  negociations. 
This  likewise  is  brought  as  a  reason  fir 
keeping  up  the  same  number  of  forom," 
only  for  this  ensuing  -year;  but  does  not 
every  one  see,  that  this  must  be  as  strong 
a  reason  with  next  session,  and  with  every 
succeeding  session  of  parliament,  aait  can 
be  with  tl^  present  ?  If  die  weight  and 
influence  we  new  have  in  foreign  n^^a* 
tiena  depend  upon  the  number  or  mer» 
cenary  troops  we  kea>  in  our  pay,  what 
lenmn  can  be  assigned  for  its  net  ikpend^* 
ii^  A  year  hence,  or  two  yearn  faence^  upan 
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the  same  cause,  as  much  as  it  can  be  sup- 
posed to  do  at  present?  This  reason, 
therefore,  like  the  two  former,  must  be  a 
perpetual  reason  for  keeping  up  the  same 
tiumber  of  mercenary  troops ;  for  I  fimcy 
it  will  not  be  supposed  there  can  ever 
happeh  a  time,  when  we  shaU  have  no 
occasion  for  having  any  influence  in  fo- 
reign negociations ;  but  this.  Sir,  can  be 
no  reason  for  keeping  up  a  numerous 
standing  army  in  time  of  peace,  either  in 
the  present  or  any  future  time ;  for  I  am 
certain,  the  weight  and  influence  of  this 
nation  in  foreign  negociations  of  all  kinds, 
and  in  all  countries,  must  depend  upon  the 
/  wisdom  of  our  councils,  and  tlie  unity  and 
confidence  that  subsists  between  our  King 
and  people.  Our  nei^bours  are  fully 
sensible  of  the  power  of  this  nation,  and 
will  always  have  a  due  re^rd  for  that 
power,  when  they  think  it  m  united,  and 
prudently  directed.  This  we  may  be  con- 
vinced of  from  every  part  of  our  history, 
and  this  is  one  of  the  strongest  arguments 
with  me  for  reducing  our  army ;  for  by 
keepinj^  up  a  numerous  standing  army  in 
time  of  peace,  we  shall  always  convince 
foreigners,  that  there  are  discords  and 
animosities  between  our  Kins  and  people, 
or  that  there  is  great  folly  m  our  coun- 
cils ;  because,  if  there  are  no  discords  or 
animosities  between  our  King  and  people, 
considering  the  situation  of  our  country, 
and  the  superiority  of  our  fleet,  we  can 
have  no  occasion  for  keeping  up  a  nume- 
rous land  army  in  time  of  peace ;  therefore 
no  wise  administration  will  put  their  peo- 
ple to  such  an  unnecessary  expence ;  and 
no  foreigner  will  have  any  great  regard 
for  our  power,  if  it  were  much  greater 
than  it  is,  as  long  as  they  are  convinced 
that  our  power  is  disunited,  or  that  it  is 
under  the  direction  of  weak  and  ridiculous 
councils. 

This,  Sir,  I  am  afraid  is  an  effect  which 
we  feel  at  present  We  have  for  so  many 
years  kept  up  a  numerous  standing  army 
m  time  of  peace,  that  foreigners,  I  am 
afraid,  begin  to  think  the  power  of  this  na- 
tion is  disunited,  or  not  prudently  direct- 
ed ;  and  therefore  have  not  shewed  us  so 
much  regard,  in  some  late  negociations,  as 
they  ouffht  to  have  done.  I  am  ccmvinced 
they  wifi  find  themselves  mistaken,,  if  they 
should  at  last  by  their  conduct  oblige  us 
to  make  use  of  our  power,  in  order  to  con- 
vince them  of  their  error ;  for  this  is  one 
of  those  few  errors  which  can  be  removed 
only  by  fprce  of  arms ;  but  a  numerous 
10  army  can  never  be  the  most  proper 
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sort  of  force  for  this  nation  to  make  use  of, 
even  for  such  a  purpose ;  and  much  lesi 
can  it  be  proper  or  necessary  for  us  to  pro- 
vide any  such  anny,  till  we  have  occasion 
for  them.  Our  neighbours  all  know  we 
can  have  such  armies  whenever  we  have  a 
mind,  because  we  have  money  to  pay  for 
them  ;  and  if  we  cannot  march  them  by 
land,  they  know  we  have  an  irresistibfe 
fleet,  which  can  convey  them  wherererwe 
please  to  direct  our  vengeance. 

With  respect  to  Spain,  Sir,  I  am  sony 
to  say  it  must  be  confessed,  that  we  bave 
negociated  in  vain,  and  they  have  plun- 
dered with  success  for  too  many  years; 
but  what  can  this  be  owing  to  ?  urn  it  be 
thought  they  are  ignorant  of  the  power  of 
Great  Britain,  or  that  they  would  dare  to 
stir  it  up  to  vengeance,  if  they  thought  it 
were  united,  and  wisely  conducted:  No/ 
Sir,  this  is  not  to  be  presumed :  They  are 
certainly  of  opinion,  that  there  arediscords 
and  animosities  subsistmg  between  his  Ma- 
jes^  and  his  people ;  and  this  mistake  of 
theurs  can  be  owmg  to  nothing  but  to  our 
having  kept  up  in  this  island,  for  so  maoj 
years,  such  a  numerous  standing  army; 
therefore,  if  we  expect  to  obtain  redress 
from  them  by  negociation,  the  most  pro- 
bable way  of  succeeding  would  be^'to  make 
an  immediate  reduction  of  our  army.  Bat 
suppose  we  can  expect  no  such  thing ;  sup 
pose  we  are  now  nilly  convinced,  thai  the 
only  way  of  obtaining  reparation  most  be 
by  force  of  arms,  what  reason  can  we  have 
for  keeping  up  a  numerous  land  army  for 
that  purpose  ?  No  man  will  pretend,  that 
in  case  of  a  war  with  Spain,  we  can  or 
ought  to  invade  that  kingdom  with  such  a 
land  force,  as  may  be  superior  to  any  army 
they  can  send  against  it :  All  we  have  oc- 
casion for,  is  to  send  a  superior  fleet,  with 
some  land  forces  on  board,  to  uifest  their 
coasts,  tiU  we  have  brought  them  to  rea- 
sonable terms ;  and  for  this  purpose  we 
could  spare  troops  enough  fi^m  Britam 
and  Ireland,  even  though  the  present  re- 
duction should  be  agreed  to ;  or  if  ws 
could  not  spare  enough  of  our  own,  what 
should  hinder  us  from  hiring  as  many  from 
some  of  our  neighbours,  as  we  can  have  oc- 
casion for  upon  any  such  occasion  ? 

For  this  reason.  Sir,  I  little  expected 
that  the  present  situation  we  are  in  with 
respect  to  Spain,  should  have  been  men- 
tioned as  a  reason  for  land  forces;  but  1 
am  surprised  they  should  mention  it  ^r 


purpose,  after  they  had  forgot  to  mate 
—  least  mention  of  it,  when  they  were 
racking  their  invention  to  find  ressons  lo^ 
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the  gt&enl  discontent  that  rei^  at  pre^ 
gent  among  our  people ;  for  can  it  be  ques- 
tioned but  that  the  depredations  and  bar* 
hMei  committed  by  the  Spaniards  with 
impunity,  ^ot  so  many  years,  against  our 
merchants  and  seamen,  occasion  great  dis- 
contents and  great  heart-burnings  among 
our  people?  Every  man  who  has  been  plun- 
dered, insulted,  or  cruelly  used  by  the  Spa- 
umds,  and  who  has  complained  in  vain  to 
these  irho  arc  in  duty  bound  to  give  ear  to 
his  complaints,  must  be  dissatisfi^ ;  and  all 
those  who  have  heard  their  melancholy 
taie,  must  be  dissatisfied,  if  they  have  any 
regard  for  the  honour,  the  trade,  or  the 
)»ppiness  of  their  native  country,  which 
must  aU  be  ^eatly  afiected  by  suffering 
such  indignities  to  pass  unpunished.  I 
hope  we  have  always  been,  I  hope  we  still 
are,  in  a  condition  to  take  proper  ven- 
geance, whenever  we  find  that  no  sort  of 
peaceable  measures  can  procure  us  repa- 
ntioD  or  security ;  but  if  we  are  not,  I  sus- 
pect there  must  be  some  fault  in  our  late 
conduct ;  and  if  there  is,  it  ought  to  be 
ioquired  into  in  a  proper  wav,  and  punish- 
ed in  a  severe  manner :  tt  would  give 
some  satisfaction  to  the  sufferers  and  to  the 
peo}de,  Xm  see  justice  done  upon  those  (if 
tiierebe  any  such)  who,  by  their  ill  con- 
duct, have  brouffht  the  nation  into  such  a 
forlorn  and  helpless  condition. 

This,  Sir,  leads  me  naturally  to  consider 
s  supposition  that  has  been  made,  and  an 
argument  for  a  numerous  standing  army 
thflt  has  been  drawn  from  it,  by  an  hon. 
gentleman  in  thb  debate,  with  both  of 
^hich  I  am  not  a  little  surprized.  It  has 
been  supposed,  that  the  discontents  of  our 
P^le  proceed  from  notorious  oppressions 
or  malversations  in  our  administration,  and 
from  thence  it  has  been  argued,  that  our 
*nny  ought  not  to  be  reduced  till  the  au- 
^ors  of  such  oppressions  and  malversa- 
tions have  been  tried  and  punished  in  a 
proper  and  legal  method.  With  respect  to 
^J  of  our  present  discontents,  or  our  pre- 
<^t  administration,  I  am  sure  no  such 
Opposition  can  be  made ;  but  allow  me, 
oir,  to  make  such  a  supposition  with  re- 
1*ct  to  some  future  admmistration.  Sup- 
P«c  then,  that  in  some  future  age,  an  ad- 
n»mistration,  or  a  set  of  ministers,  or,  if 
jou  nlease,  one  prime  and  sole  minister, 
would  for  several  years,  under  the  shadow 
*^d  protection  of  a  standing  army,  carry 
^^  oppressive  and  ridiculous  measures; 
jould  not  these  ministers,  or  that  minister, 
aunng  that  whole  time,  endeavour  to  put 
we  army  entirely  under  the  comoiana  of 


his  creatures  and  dependants  i  And  would 
not  he,  at  the  same  time,  endeavour  to 
brine  as  many  of  those  creatures  and  de- 
pendants into  parliament  as  possible?  By 
this  latter  method  he  might,. perhaps,  be 
able  to  prevent  any  enquiry  or  prosecu- 
tion's being  brought  into  parliament 
against  him ;  and  in  case,  by  the  virtue,  or 
the  resentment  of  the  people,  he  should 
fail  in  this  method  of  protecting  himself,  he 
might  then  probably,  by  means  of  the  for- 
mer method,  be  able  to  treat  the  parlia- 
ment as  Oliver  Cromwell  treated  the  par- 
liament in  his  time.  Now,  I  woula  be 
glad  to  know,  what  gentlen^an  would  be 
such  a  fool  as  to  move  for  any  sort  of  pro- 
secution in  parliament  against  a  minister, 
who,  he  knew,  had  a  majority  in  that  very 
parliament,  that  would  justify  him  at  any 
rate:  or  what  parliament  would  be  such 
fools  as  to  begin  a  prosecution  against  a 
minister,  that  had  an  army  at  his  beck  suf- 
ficient for  turning  them  out  of  doors. 

In  every  such  case.  Sir,  a  reduction  of 
the  army  must  be  the  first  step,  that  could 
possibly  with  any  prudence  be  taken ;  for 
if  the  friends  of  the  people  should  find 
themselves  disappointed  in  that  step,  it' 
would  be  ridiculous,  it  would  be  maonesa 
in  them,  to  expect  success  in  any  lesal 
method  they  could  take^  for  bringing  we 
authors  of  such  oppressions  or  malversa- 
tions to  Justice. 

But  it  ihey  should  succeed  in  this,  thej 
might  from  thence  conceive  some  hopes ; 
and  the  people  would  look  upon  it  as'a  pre* 
paratory  step  for  relieving  them  from  all 
their  grievances ;  They  would  then  begin 
to  put  a  trust  and  confidence  in  their  par- 
liament, and  would  wait  with  patience  for 
that  relief,  which  they  saw  their  parlia- 
ment was  about  to  give  them ;  for  taere  is 
no  example  in  our  histories,  dfour  people's 
ever  endeavouring  to  take  vengeance,  or  to 
do  themselves  justice,  in  a  riotous  'and  tu- 
multuous manner,  as  long  as  they  have  any 
hopes  of  obtaining  it  in  a  legal  or  parlia- 
mentary method.  Therefore,  if  ever  this 
nation  should  happen  to  fall  into  such  un- 
fortunate circumstances,  as  have  been  sup- 
posed, a  reduction  of  the  army  would  be 
the  most  proper  method  the  parliament 
could  take,  for  preventing  mobs,  tumults, 
or  insurrections  among  the  people ;  and  it 
would  be  the  only  method,  by  which  the 
parliament,  or  at  least  the  people's  friends 
m  parliament,  could  hope  for  success  in 
their  generous  design  of  relieving  their 
country. 
Thus,  Siri  I  think  I  have  shewn,  th«t 
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nm^  of  tbe  argoflients  nmde  use  of  for  ottf 
keeping  ap  the  same  number  of  forces  for 
tins  ensidnff  year,  are  such  as  can  he  of  any 
weighty  arid  that  If  they  were  now  of  any 
weight;  they  are  such  as  not  only  must 
have  ^ways  the  same  weight,  but  must 
every  year  acquire  an  additional  weight: 
therefore,  with  Mr.  Trenchard,  who  has 
been  idready  mentioned  in  this  debate,  I 
must  conclude,  that  those  who  make  use  of 
Mich  arguments,  for  keeping  up  sudi  an 
army  for  one  year  only,  are  really  in  their 
hearts  for  keeping  up  such  an  xmy  in 
ieculu  iecutorufn ;  ana  to  make  us  swallow 
this  bitter  pill  the  more  gfiUy » we  are  told, 
why  would  rou  make  a  reduction  in  your 
army  r  The  few  additional  troops  yon  pro- 
pose to  reduce,  cost  the  nation  but  a  itaere 
trifle  yearly ;  you  will  save  but  216,000*. 
a  year  by  the  reduction  proposed;  which 
can  make  no  extraordinary  figure  in  the 
public  accounts  of  this  nation.  Whit 
figure  sttdh  a  saving  hiaymake  in  that 
gentleman's  eyes,  I  do  not  know,  Sh-;  but 
a  saving  of  216,000/.  will,  I  am  sure,  make 
A  Vety  Considerable  figure  in  the  eyts  of 
ever^  gentleman,  who  is  not  accustomed  to 
deal  in  millions.  £ven  this  saving  alone 
for  SOyears  past,  would  have  paid  off  above 
six  miuions  of  pubUc  debt;  tor  an  annuity 
of  216,000/.  at  4*  ^  cent,  compound  in- 
terest, amounts  in  90  years  to  near 
6,500,000/.  aud  notwithstanding;  the  great 
debt  we  owe,  I  must  think  that  a  payment 
of  6,500,000/..  would  make  no  mconsider- 
able  figure,  when  compared  witii  the  sum 
total  m  our  public  debts.  But  this  is  not 
all :  foir  if  we  had  reduced  our  army  20 
years  since  to  12,000  men,  we  mig^t  long 
Defore  now  have  reduced  them  to  a  much 
less  tmmber;  for  die  nature  of  d  standing 
ixvtiij  is  such,  that  the  more  you  reduce  it, 
the  more  you  may,  and  the  more  you  in- 
crease it,  the  greater  reason  will  you  al- 
wa^  have  to  bcrease  it 

Every  «ne  knows,  i3lt,  how  our  parlia- 
inentary  armies  have  increased)  smce  the 
year  1^7,  which  was  the  first  time  such  a 
^img  was  introduced  by  consent  of  parlia- 
ment, it  was  then  asked  but  for  one  year, 
Imt  the  nation  bas  never  since  been  able 
to  get  rid  of  ft,  and  it  has  vastly  increased 
atace  that  time.  I  doubt  much  if  it  is  yet 
tame  to  its  fUl  growth;  for  I  do  not  know 
}guX  that  20  years  hence,  or  under  some  fu- 
ture administration,  I  may  sec  a  standing 
Hhuy  of  50,000  i^ought  as  necessary,  and 
agreed  to  t^  parliament  a^  unanimoo^, 
as  an  army  or  18,000  is  now.  Even  tms 
tery  y^ar^  thou^  ao  adUhioti  hria  been 


Debate  in  the  Comntoni 


t4id 


made  to  our  troops  hereii»Britafe,jetaii 
addition  of  one  regiment  is,  I  hear,  ro  be 
made,  or  has  tiateSij  been  made,  to  our 
trooDS  in  the  plantations.  I  do  not  aay. 
Sir,  out  that  it  was  necessary  to  send  aozne 
additional  troops  to  that  country.  I  widi 
moet  of  the  troops  we  now  have  in  Great 
Britain  Were  always  kept  there.  In  Hfyai 
country,  they  migHt  sometimes  be  useful, 
ttid  could  never  be  dangerous  to  their  na- 
tive country ;  and  the  honourable  gentle* 
man,  who  is  to  have  the  command  of  the 
troops  to  be  sent  thither,  will,  I  am  sure^ 
make  the  best  use  of  them  ttpon  any  occa- 
sion that  shall  offer ;  but  I  thmk  there  was 
no  necessity  for  raising  anew  regiment  for 
that  purpose;  I  think  one  of  ^le  regiments 
we  have  at  home  might  have  been  sent 
thither ;  I  am  sure  we  could  have  spared 
half  a  do2en.  This  new  rmment  is  a 
new  addition  to  the  annuiu  diaar«  of 
the  nation,  I  reckon,  of  near  lOflSoi,  if 
not  more,  as  will  afmear  by  catnpftrii^ 
the  esthnate  of  the  cnarge  of  his  Majes- 
ty'tf  forces  in  the  plantations,  Minorca, 
and  Gibraltar,  for  tnis  next  ensuing  jear, 
with  the  sum  granted  by  parliament  for 
the  same  purpose  last  year:  I  say,  upon 
comparing  these  two  sums  together^  it  wifl 
be  found  that  the  former  exc^ds  tbe  latter 
by  at  least  10,000/.  And  considering  the 
great  debt  we  owe,  and  the  many  heary 
taxes  our  people  are  obliged  to  pay^  I  think 
nothing  but  the  most  d>solute  neceeBity 
should  induce  us  to  load  the  nation  wiA 
the  most  trifling  addition  to  its  present  an* 
nual  charge. 

1  shall  conclude.  Sir,  with  obeenring, 
that  even  the  hon.  gentlemen  wbo  have 
spoken  against  the  question  now  uttder  out 
consideration,  have  fumiAued  us  with  t 
most  powerful  at^gument  in  its  fiirour. 
They  have  toU  us,  that  a  standing  mrmy 
can  never  contribute  towards  the  crrer- 
throw  of  our  constitution  without  its  being 
properly  garbled  for  that  purpose.  I  do 
not  know  what  these  gentlemen  call  gar- 
bling, but  when  I  see  gentlemen  of  the 
army  turned  out  of  their  commtssiona,  or 
threatened  to  be  turned  out,  without  a  pre<^ 
tence  of  their  having  been  euihy  of  any 
military  crime;  when  iseeothers  advanced 
and  pneferred  out  of  their  turn,  to  the  pre« 
jodice  of  those  whose  turn  it  was  to  have 
that  preferment, without  somuch  as  a  |yre- 
tence  of  any  auperior  military  virtue  in  the 
fbrmer;  I  say,  Sir,  when  I  seesddtlltinsf 
done,  and  frequently  dotie,  I  moat  ddl  It 
gatblmg  the  army:  fof  when  a  man  is 
trtittirited  fbr  a  vice,  ot  rdirdrded  br  &  \ 
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tde^  wUdi  h^thae  14  the  cause  of  inflict^ 

lug  ^  pumshment,  or  bestowing  the  re* 

wvdy  dares  not,  or  is  aslmnied  to  own,  I 

ibaflalmi^  suspect  that  the  natural  course 

of  things  a  inTertM,  that  the  vicious  only 

can  expect  to  be  rewarded,  and*  that  the 

Ttrtuotti  sre  sure  of  beinff  discouraged,  if 

DOt  pooished,  as  soon  as  their  virtuous  dis- 

piHtiddo  begins  to  q)pear^    Julius  Caesar 

half  ss  gi^t  reasoti  as  any  man  can  ever 

hsre,  to  discourage  virtue  and  reward  the' 

1^01 :    Julius     Cassar   did    sometimes 

Ihteiten  iiten  for  doing  their  duty ;  but 

jUias  Cesar  was  always  extremely  shy  of 

ilttiag  such  threats  in  execution.  We  are 

pd,  that  when  he  went  to  seize  upon  the 

iKred  tfeasare  at  Rome,  and  was  opposed 

h"  Mctellus,  the  tribune,  he  threatened  to 

P  Metellus,  and  at  -the  same  time  told 

IB,  <  Jstud  nonhe  scis  adolescentule,  longe 

adhi  difficilius  dicefe,  quam  facere.'  Tms 

IB  threatening  a  man  for  doing  his  duty, 

I  Julius  Ciesar  took  care  not  to  put  that 

M  in  execution.    In  this  age,  and  in 

s  country,  we  have  heard  of  men's  hav- 

;  been  tnreatened  for  doing  their  duty: 

have  not  only  beard  of  such  threats 

bg  made,  but  we  have  some  reason  to 

tfitA  they  have  sometimes  been  put  in 

iecutioD ;  for  when  an  officer  of  the  army 

turned  oaf  of  his  commission  without 

f  public  accusation,  whatever  accusation 

|f  nave  been  privately  brought  against 

twe  have  reason  to  suppose  the  accu- 
\  false,  and  that  the  true  cause  of  such 
ii  aecQsation's  being  brought  againot  him 
'^"^  hii  having  done  his  duty,  or  his  hav- 
refused  to  do  what  he  thought  was  in- 
'stent  with  his  honour.  If  such  prac« 
have  been  lately  introduced,  I  must 
;  that  those  who  have  introduced  them, 
begunlo  garble  the  army;  and  there- 
e^en  according  to  the  opinion  of  those 
smenwho  have  ar^u^  against  this 
ion,  it  is  now  high  time  for  the  parlia- , 
to  think  of  reducing  the  army;  for  if 
fint  session  of  parliament  after  such 
'ipiactices  have  been  introduced,  should 
|HB  them  over  without  notice,  it  may  pro- 
\Mj  be  put  out  of  the  next,  or  any  future 
'^  *   1,  to  take  the  least  notice  of  them,  or 
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drimteit  of  this  nature,  make*  me  t  mf 
unequal  match  for  the  gentleman  who 
spoke  la^  ;  but  I  am  persuaded,  that  htai 
himself  does  not  think,  ^skt  the  af gumeiits^ 
they  were  pleased  to  adtance  for  the  pro- 
posed reduction,  require  any  greaf,  shai*e 
of  parts  or  reason  to  confUte  them.  Oiie 
gentleman  was  pleased  to  make  an  encO'< 
mium  upon  the  Tories,  which  I  beiietre 
his  own  new  allies  of  the  Whig  party  will 
not  thank  him  for.  And,  Sir,  I  thmk  aa 
these  last  ^lory  in  still  acting  upon  Whig 
principles,  it  naturally  belongs  to  them  to 
answer  that  part  of  the  hon.  gentleman'i 
speech.  1  snail  only  beg.  leave  to  aar, 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  was  in  the  right 
when  he  affirmai,  that  the  Tories,  in  the 
Parliament,  always  opposed  the  keeping 
up  a  standing  army  by  tne  consent  of  par- 
liament, because,  Sir,  their  principles  lead' 
them  to  be  for  a  standing  army,  without 
the  consent  of  parliament:  Their  interest. 
Sir,  can  only  be  established  by  such  a 
standing  ai^ny,  and  that,  I  hope,  no  par- 
liament of  England  will  ever  coimtenance* 
When  the  design  of  introducing  arbitraiy  , 
power  was  set  on  foot,  those  in  the  secret 
proposed  that  it  should  be  brought  about 
by  a  standmg  army  ;  But  upon  what  estab- 
lishment was  that  army  to  be  ?  Not  upoii 
the  establishment  upon  which  our  army 
is.  It  was  not  continued  from  year  to 
year  by  consent  of  parliament,  but  paid 
by  the  Kinj?  out  of  the  exorbitant  revenues, 
which  had  been  granted  him  by  the  Tories, 
whose  patriotism  the  hon.  gentleman  has 
so  mucn  extolled.  From  such  an  army, ' 
Sir,  it  might  have  been  thought  that  we 
had  every  thing  to  fear,,  and  yet  when 
these  bad  designs  came  to  break  out,  wtt 
saw  that  very  army  abandon  its  master, 
and  go  over  to  the  side  of  liberty.  Ir 
such  was  the  conduct  of  an  army  modelled 
by  a  prince  Who  had  formed  bad  designi^ 
can  we  ever  imagine  that  an  army,  main- 
tained by  this  parliament,  will  job  witiBi 
the  designs  which  a  King  or  minister  may 
have  upon  the  liberties  <^'ihe  subject  i  1 
believe.  Sir,  if  we  were  to  search  into 
particulars,  aild  if  a  scrutiny  into  the  dr- 
cumstances  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  amqf 
Uprevent  the  fetal  effects  of  them  by  a  { was  demanded,  it  would  be  found  tha 
•^"-^"-  most  of  the  officers,  both  general  and  sub* 

altem,  have  too  much  interest  of  their  owtf 
at  stake,  ever  to  consent,  that  t&e  pro^ 


iMoctioQ. 

'    lir.  Mmry  Fas  spoke  to  the  following 


&;  The  smaD  experience  I  have  of' 

*  Thif  speech  is  omitted  io  Chandler.    See 
tw  Mtos  to  the  preset  Volltti^ 
[VOkX.]     ' 


perty  of  the  subject  should  lie  at  the  mere/ 
of  a  King  or  minister.  It  is  but  an  incon* 
siderable  advantage  that  these  geiHldmet^ 
enjoy,  merely  as  officers,  when  compfltfed 
wHht<4)^t  most  of  them  ai«  entitled  to  tff 
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BubjectBy  and  which  must  be  involved  in 
the  general  wreck,  if  our  constitution 
.were  to  be  overthrown.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man seems  to  be  apprehensive  that  the 
same  catastrophe  may  happen  by  means 
of  our  army,  as  happened  by  means  of  the 
parliament's  army  under  Charles  the  1st, 
when  our  constitution  was  overturned,  and 
monarchical  government  abolished.  But, 
Sir,  give  roe  leave  to  say,  that  any  such 
fears  at  this  time  of  day  are  absolutely 
chimerical.  The  army  raised  by  the  par- 
liament at  that  time,  was  raised  wnen 
they  were  in  actual  war  with  their  prince : 
f()r  which  reason  they  were  obliged  to  em- 
ploy many  officers  who  had  no  other  oua- 
lifications  to  recommend  them  but  tneir 
abilities  to  serve  in  a  military  capacity, 
and  conseouently  had  no  immediate  in- 
terest in  tne  preservation  of  our  civil 
rights.  Such  gentlemen  amongst  them 
who  had  fortunes  of  their  own,  did,  for 
the  most  part,  either  voluntarily  leave  the 
party,  or  were  cashiered  by  Cromwell  and 
others,  who  were  in  the  secret  of  the  de- 
sign to  subvert  the  constitution.  But,  Sir, 
I  believe  the  greatest  stickler  against  an 
army  in  England  will  not  pretend  to  say 
that  our  army  is  composed  of  men  of  that 
character,  or  that  the  gendemen  in  the 
administration  ever  discovered  the  most 
4istant  intention  to  garble  the  army  in 
such  manner.  If  an  administration  were 
mad  enough  to  make  any  such  attempt, 
no  doubt,  tlie  gentlemen  thus  cashiered 
would  be  the  first  to  alarm  the  nation, 
and  put  us  upon  our  guard.  So  that  in 
the  gentlemen  of  odr  army  we  have,  Sir, 
A  double  security  ;  first,  as  they  are  men 
of  unquestionable  attachment  to  the  pre- 
sent establishment ;  and  secondly,  as  Uiey 
are  men  of  fortune  and  family. 

The  hon.  gentleman  was  also  pleased  to 
advance  a  very  extraordinary  proposition. 
That  our  keeping  up  an  army  is  utterly  in- 
consistent with  the  principles  that  brought 
about  thb  Revolution,  and  upon  which 
our  Claim!of  Right  is  founded  :  If  the  hon. 
gentleman  will  be  pleased  to  look  into  the 
Bill  of.  Right,  he  will  find  *  that  the  raising 
Qr  keeping  up  a  standing  army  in  time  of 
geace  i$  indeed  against  law.'  But,  Sir,  it 
IS  pliain,  that  the  army  here  meant,  is  an 
a/my  raised  and  continued,  not  by  parlia- 
mentary, but  royal  authority  :  such  as 
was  maintained  by  the  late  King  James  for 
promoting  his  own  arbitrary  views.  Such, 
Sir,  is  an  army,  indeed,  which  we  have 
reason  to  be  afraid  of ;  and  that  this  is 
l)ie  army  meant  in  our  BUI  of  Right,  is 
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plain  by  the  subsequent  words,  in  that  very 
clause,  *  unless  it  be  by  the  consent  of  tlie 
parliament.'  These  words.  Sir,  plainly 
prove,  that  an  army  raised  with  coDHjnt 
of  parliament  is  not  agaiust  the  principles 
of  the  Revolution,  but  what  ever}  gentle- 
man who  acts  upon  these  principles  may 
consistently  vote  for.  It  is  true,  tliat 
after  the  Kevolution,  there  were  many 
gentlemen  in  parliament,  who  had  been 
zealous  promoters  of  that  glorious  event, 
who  opposed  an  army  kept  on  foot  by 
consent  of  parliament,  as  indeed  they  did 
every  other  measure  of  the  court  in  those 
days.  But,  Sir,  it  never  can  be  fairly  in- 
ferred from  this,  that  their  conduct  was 
the  rule  of  acting  that  all  the  Whigs  in 
those  days  laid  down.  No,  Sir,  there 
were  disobliged  Whigs  at  that  time  as  well 
as  now,  a  few  perhaps  upon  jnistaken 
principles,  otliers  from  motives  not  so  ea- 
sily to  be  justified.  But  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  those  who  were  then  m  the  opposi- 
tion, I  am  afraid,  were,  at  the  bottom, 
republicans  ;  who  equally  hated  the  king 
and  his  government ;  and,  whose  only  mo- 
tives for  joining  the  Revolution  were,  that 
a  door  might  be  shut  against  all  monar- 
chical government  for  the  future.  If  the 
Whigs  of  those  days  were  not  for  an  anny 
by  consent  of  parliament,  I  should  he  glad 
to  know  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  by  what 
means  the  vote  for  establishing  an  army 
passed  this  House  ?  It  never  could  pass 
Dy  means  of  the  Jacobites,  because  the 
keeping  up  of  an  army  was  the  most  pro- 
per, and  tne  only  way,  to  blast  their  hopes. 
The  Tories  would  never  vote  for  it,  be- 
cause, according  to  the  hon.  gentleman, 
they  have  always  acted  consistently  with 
Revolution  principles,  which,  in  his  opi- 
nion, are  absolutely  against  any  anny  in 
time  of  peace.  For  the  aame  reason,  if 
the  hon.  gentleman's  maxim  be  just,  all 
true  Whigs  would  oppose  it.  Now,  Sir, 
I  cannot,  either  from  conversation  or  read- 
ing, learn  of  any  other  denomination  of 
parties  that  subsisted  in  those  days,  yet 
there  is  no  doubt  but  party  quarrels  ran 
as  high  then  as  ever  they  have  done  since : 
Therefore,  Sir,  it  is  reasonable  to  con- 
clude, that  the  generality  of  our  ^Vhig 
ancestors  were  persuaded  of  the  necessity 
and  the  lawfulness  of  a  standing  army  in 
time  of  peace,  because  it  is  impossible  for 
us  to  find  out  any  other  set  of  men  sub- 
sisting in  those  days,  whose  numbers  could 
carry  or  whose  principles  led  them  to  vote 
for  such  a  measure. ' 
The  hon,  gentleman  who  spoke  bs^ 
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made  Mine  Tery  just  observations  upon 
gofverniiient  in  general,  and  upon  our  con- 
stitutioD  in  particular:  I  shall  only  be^ 
leave  to  add  to  his  observations^  that  there 
is  now  no  country  in  the  world,  nor  I  be- 
lieve was  there  ever  any  people,  who  were 
so  scrupulously  attached  to  iheir  original 
fonns  of  government,  as  not  to  dispense 
with  them  when  a  too  strict  adherence  to 
those  forms  might  endanger  their  liberties. 
The  Romans  formerly.  Sir,  while  in  a  re- 
publican state,  averse  as  both  theif  genius 
and  constitution  were  to  monarchical  go- 
vernment, had  recourse  to  a  dictator  when- 
ever their  country  was  in  danger.    We 
have  known  the  Dutch,  who  are  as '  zea- 
lously attached  to  their  forms  of  govern- 
ment  as  any  people  ever  were,  give  up 
some  of  the  essentials  of  their  government 
when  they  were  to  resolve  on  measures 
that    sense  and  reason  dictated  for  their 
common  safety.    For,  the  first  law.  Sir,  is 
the  safety  of  the  people.     This  is  a  law 
that  takes  place  of  all  other  considerations, 
and  every  good  constitution  is  presumed 
to  be  ibunded  upon  this  law.    Therefore, 
Sir,  it  18  not  enough  for  gentlemen  to  tell 
us,  that  our  keeping  up  a  standing  armv  in 
time  of  peace  is  against  our  constitution ; 
because  to  me  it  is  evidently  agreeable  to 
the  first  maxim  of  all  constitutions,  which 
IS  the  safety  of  the  people.    If  gentlemen 
could  prove,  to  my  satisfaction,  that  the 
safety  of  the  people  is  not  endangered  by 
our  adherence  to  a  point  of  our  consti- 
tuticm,  I  should  be  as  scrupulous  in  giving 
ray  vote  on  this  motion,  as  any  gentleman 
in  this  House.    But  when  I  hear  gentle-i 
men    reason   from   facts,  the  parallel  of 
which  may  probably  never  happen  again  ; 
when  I  hear  them  argue  from  opinions, 
whose  authors  might  either  be  mistaken, 
or  influenced   by  circumstances   widely 
different  from  those  we  are  now  in ;  when 
I  hear  them  apply  events  which  have  pro- 
-ceeded  from  causes  that  can  never  enter 
into  our  present  case ;  I  say,  when  I  hear 
all  this,  1  ask  myself  one  short  question, 
and  that  is.  Whether  such  or  such  a  mea- 
sure is  necessary  for  the  safety  o£  the 
people,  as  we  are  now  situated  ?  This,  Sir, 
I  think,  is  the  hinge  upon  which  this  de- 
bate ought  to  turn :  and  every  ar^raent 
that  gentlemen  shall  advance,   if  it  does 
not  immediately  tend  to  resolve  this  ques- 
tion, give  me  leave  to  8liy  it^  is  wide  of 
the    mark.      Our   ancestors.    Sir,    who 
plaanod  and  perfected  our  constitution, 
lad  do^  sttcn  rules  as  were  most  rgree- 
jfak  to  the  sitoatioii  of  their  affiurty  to  the 


genius  of  the  people,  and  to  the  nature  of 
the  government  then  existing.  But,  Sir,  it 
cannot  be^  supposed  they  were  to  ibresee 
that  their  nearest  neighbours,  who  were 
then  too  much  divided,  and  too  weak  to 
give  them  any  apprehensions,  would  in 
future  times  be  united  under  powerful  aad 
ambitious  princes,  who  should  improve 
them  both  in  military  and  civil  arts,  and 
by  keeping  large  bodies  of  standing  forces, 
threaten  the  liberties  of  England  and  of 
Europe.  They  could  not  foresee  that  a 
time  would  come  when  the  common  people 
would  run  into  a  general  depr&vity,  and 
when  their  betters  were  to  be  divided 
amongst  thcsnselves,  so  as  that  one  party 
would  pursue  the  most  dangenous  mea- 
sures, provided  they  could  distress  th^ 
other.  Our  ancestors.  Sir,  could  notfore- 
see  that  a  disputed  title  to  the  Crown  of 
England  would  one  day  oblige  its  lawful 
possessor  to  make  use  of  arms  for  quelling, 
a  rebellion  raised  in  favour  of  his  compe- 
titor, and  that  the  legislature  was  to  be 
under  a  necessity  of  continuing  an  army  on 
fo<^t,  in  order  toprevent  rebellions  at  home, 
or  invasions  from  abroad  on  the  same  ac- 
count. None  of  these  considerations.  Sir, 
could  enter  into  the  heads  of  our  fore- 
fathers who  lived  many  ages  ago,  and 
therefore  it  is  unreasonable  to  suppose 
that  they  could  expressly  guard  against 
them;  otherwise,  I  make  no  doubt  we 
should  have  had  a  standing  army  one  of 
the  essential  ingredients  of  our  cpnstitu«- 
tion.  I  have  been  obliged.  Sir,  to  insist  a 
little  longer  on  this  argument,  because  I 
think  it  has  not  so  much  entered  into  de- 
bates on  this  subject  as  it  deserved ;  and 
because  I  am  persuaded,  if  it  met  with  due 
attention,  it  would  prevent  gentlemen  from 
throwing  out  a  great  many  reflections,  and 
saying  a  great  many  things  that  are  per- 
sonal and  unparliamentary. 

The  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  2md 
whom  I  always  hear  with  much  pleasure, 
told  us  a  great  deal  about-  the  ill  conse- 
quences which  the  disposal  of  posts  in  the 
army  might  occasion  by  affecting  the  inde- 

Eendency  of  this  House.  But,  Sir,  what 
e  said  about  posts  in  the  army,  may  be 
applied  with  as  much  justice  to  posts 
either  in  the  law  or  the  church.  That  it 
is  necessary  to  have  these  posts  filled,  and 
that  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  deprive  a 
man  of  his  seat  in  this  Hou!>e,  because  he 
is  a  bishop,  or  one  of  the  crown  lawyers, 
has,  I  think,  never  yet  been  disputed* 
Therefore,  if  I  understood  the  hon.  gen* 
tleoum  aright,  his  meaning  was  not,  that 
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Tirtuoufl,  had  made  them  povrerfuL  I 
agree  wHh  the  hon.  gentleman,  that  the 
subversion  of  their  liberties  was  owing  to 
the  degeneracy  of  their  morals :  but.  Sir, 
the  fics(  e£focts  of  that  degeneracy  broke 
out  in  the  open  attempts  which  their  go* 
'  Ternors  made  to  alter  their  constitution ; 
and  one  alteration  brought  on  another, 
till  the  whole  was  dissolved.  So  that, 
though  the  *  safety  of  the  people  is  the 
first  law;'  jret,  that  safety  never  can  be 
promoted;  if  the  measures  pursued  for 
promoting  it  are  in  the  least  mconsistent 
with  the 'constitution  of  the  country. 

I  have  heard  it  said,  Sir,  that  the  liber- 
ties of  this  nation  can  never  be  destroyed 
by  so  inconsiderable  a  number  of  forces 
as  18,000.    But,  Sir,  I  must  beg  leave  to 
be  of  a  different  opinion.    We  have  a  late 
instance,  when  in  this  metropolis  the  popu* 
lace  was  over-awed  by  less  than  the  sixth 
part  of  that  number,  so  as  quietly  to  sub- 
mit to  a  law  of  as  unpopiilar  a  nature  as 
«ver  passed  in  this  House;  I  mean  the  law 
relating  to  spirituous  liquors.    Now,  Sir^ 
though  I  allow  that  this  was  a  good  law, 
and  that  the  government  was  in  the  right 
to  enforce  the  execution  of  it ;  yet  an  ar- 
bitrary law  might  have  been  forced  upon 
the  people  with  as  much  ease,  if  backed 
with  the  same  number  of  forces.    And, 
Sir,  if  so  small  a  number  were  sufficient  to 
over-awe  the  people  at  so  disagreeable  a 
juncture  as  that  was,  what  may  not  the 
whole  body  of  our  army  be  able  to  effect, 
when  united  under  the  direction  of  a  ge- 
neral, either  devoted  to  the  will  of  a  court, 
or  following  the  dictates  of  his  own  am- 
bition?  Besides,  Sir,  though  we  should 
suppose,  what  is  very  improbable,  that 
18,000  men  are  not  sufficient  to  give  laws 
to  the  rest  of  the  nation,  yet  the  court 
can  conunand  a  consideraU)le  reinforce- 
ment out  of  Ireland.     That  kingdom,  Sir, 
always   maintains    12,000  men,    though 
4»000are  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes 
they  are  kept  up  for  there.    Now,  Sir, 
the  supernumerary  body  of  8,000,  can, 
upon  any  pinch,  be  brought  over  hither, 
and  addea  to  the   18,000  now  on  foot. 
Thus,  Sir,  the  court  can  at  any  time  form 
a  body  of  £6,000  men,  while  a  total  dis- 
use  of  milita^  exercise  has  rendered  our 
people  utterly  incapable  to  make  the  least 
opposition  in  case  these  26*000  men  were 
employed  by  the  court  to  wicked  pur- 
poses.   This,  Sir,  must  present  but  a  very 
melancholy  prospect  to  every  lover  of  hu 
country,  were  he  not  persuaded  of  his 
Majesfy's  regard  for  the  laws,  and  his 
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tenderness  for  the  rights  of  his  subjects.  I 
wish.  Sir,  his  ministers  were  as  tender  how 
they  load  the  nation  with  any  unneces- 
sary expence.    I  say  this.  Sir,  because  I 
hear  there  is  a  design  of  adding  a  regi- 
ment, raised  since  our  last  sessions,  to  the 
forces  in  our  American  settlements,  which 
regiment    will  cost  the  nation  at  least 
15,000^,  including  the  expence  of  their 
artillery,  and  other   incidental  char^ 
Sir,  1  am  not  at  all  against  our  seadrng 
some  additional  troops  to  that  country, 
and  especially  to  Georgia ;  nay,  consider- 
ing how  far  the  honour,  if  not  the  interest 
of  our  nation,  is  concerned  in  supporting 
that  settlement,  1  think  we  have  been  too 
dilatory  in  sending  some  reinforcement 
thither.    But,  Sir,  I  am  of  opinion,  there 
was  no  occasion  to  have  raised  a  regiment 
for  that  purpose,  when  we  have  so  many 
old  ones  that  would  have  served  the  pur- 
pose as  well.    Had  one  of  tlie  regiments 
on  the  British  establishment  been  sent 
thither ;   nay,  had  half  a  dozen  of  them, 
for  1  am  sure  we  can  spare  them,  been 
sent  thither,  we  must  have  reaped  two  ad- 
vantages ;  first,  we  should  have  been  eased 
of  so  much  expence,    because  we  can 
maintain  them  cheaper  there  than  we  can 
here:  in  the  second  place,  diere  they  can 
answer  Uie  ends  of  tne  nation,  here  they 
can  answer  only  those  of  the  ministry. 
But,  Sir,  in  what  1  have  said  on  this  head, 
I  am  far  from  reffectine  on  any  measure 
that  might  have  been  taken  by  the  advice 
of  the  hon.  gentleman   whom  we  may 
justly  call  the   father  of  that  colony.* 
1  am  so  much  persuaded  of  his  integrity 
and  ability,  that  1  think  we  ought  to  be  as 
willing  to  support  him-,  as  he  has  been  ge- 
nerous in  serving  us.    But  I  dare  say  the 
hon.  gentleman  himself  is  sensible,  that 
the  less  the  expence  is  which  his  en* 
deavours  for  tlie  public  good  shall  cost 
his  country,  the  greater  will  be  his  own 
honour. 

Havm^  thus  given  my  reasons.  Sir,  why 
I  think  the  proposed  reduction  extremely 
proper  at  this  time,  and  why  I  think  it 
extremely  improper  for  us  to  load  the  na- 
tion with  any  additional  expence,  I  shall 
conclude  with  giving  my  vote  for  the 
motion. 

Sir  John  Selwj/n  spoke  next  to  the  fol- 
lowing effijctrj- 

*  General  Oglethorpe.    For  an  account  of 
him,  see  vol.  8»  p.  706 — Note, 
t  Omitted  in  Cbaadltr. 
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Sir ;  I  do  not  rise  up  to  take  notice  of 
any  thing  that  was  said  in  the  hon  gentle- 
man's speech  who  spoke  lost,  except  o£  the 
latter  part ;  the  other  parts  of  it,  1  tlilnk,  if 
Imaj  tu»e  the  expression,  were  either  an- 
wered  before  he  spoke,  them,  or  they  suf- 
ficiently answer  themselves.  But  towards 
the  close  he  seemed  to  think,  that  10  or 
U|000/1  was  too  great  an  expence  for  us 
to  hy  out  on  the  army  to  be  sent  to 
Gcrorgia.  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the 
Hojse,  andtliat  hon.  gentleman,  that  this 
nioncv  Lh  the  best  em{iloyed  of  any  money 
that  ever  the  government  laid  out ;  because, 
b  a  fthort  tirae,  that  colony  will  be  able  to 
produce  as  much  raw  silk  as  will  save  the 
natioa  upwards  o^  3(X),(KX)/.  which  is  now 
jeariy  sent  out  of  England  to  Italy  and 
other  countries,  for  that  commodity;  so 
thai  thi^  expence  is  the  best  piece  of  fru- 
gality tJ;at  we  can  shew.  On  this  occa- 
iion,  we  have  been  told  a  great  deal  about 
cur  national  debt,  and  I  agree  witli  the 
boa.  gentleman,  that  it  is  a  great  misfor- 
tuae  ior  a  nation  to  be  so  much  in  debt  as 
ve  are  at  present;  but.  Sir,  I  think  it 
vould  be  still  a  greater  misfortune,  if  by 
la  ill-judged  frugality  we  should  give  the 
eociaies  of  our  constitution  an  opportu- 
oity  of  subverting  it.  All  the  expence. 
Sir,  that  can  be  saved  by  the  proposed  re- 
duction this  session,  does  not  amount  to 
ilMwe  IJl  6,000/.  which  I  do  not  think  will 
much  affect  the  public  debt  cither  way ; 
and  1  fehould  thinK  that  sum  well  laid  out, 
eiea  upon  tl^  probability  of  our  8a\  !ng  by 
it  a  much  greater  expence  which  the  na- 
tion must  mfallibly  incur  in  case  of  a  re- 
bellion at  home,  or  invasion  from  abroad ; 
one  or  both  of  which  may  happen,  were 
tbe  proposed  reduction  to  take  place. 

Mr,  George  Heathcote  spoke  thus  : 

Sir ;  I  own  that  till  now  I  have  not  ap- 
proved our  laying  oi|t  so  much  money  as 
ve  have  done  on  the  settlement  of  Georgia, 
because  I  was  of  opinion,  that  if  the  hands 
ve  have  sent  thither  had  been  duly  em- 
ployed in  agriculture  and  manufactures 
bere,  they  might  have  been  useful  to  their 
aativc  country.  But  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  spoke  last  has  entirely  removed 
D^'  scruples ;  for  if  what  he  says  be  truth, 
*^ich  1  am  far  from  disputing,  it  is  like  to 
prove  the  most  beneficial  colony  that  ever 
tati  se.it  from  Britain,  both  because  it  will 
*8»e  a  preat  deal  of  money  to  the  nation, 
•jd  a8  it  willproduce  a  large  revenue  to 
the  crown.  For  this  reason.  Sir,  I  think 
that  the  money  required  for  maintaining 


that  settlement,  and  paying  the  forces  sen* 
thitlier,  may  be  raised  without  our  laving 
any  additional  burthen  on  the  people  of 
Britain.  The  method  I  propose,  Sir,  for 
this  end,  is,  that  as  the  fund  is  so  verj 
good,  and  the  security  upon  it  so  unques- 
tionable, the  government  should  borrow  as 
much  money  upon  it  as  ma^  defray  all  th« 
necessary  expences  attendmg  the  settle- 
ment, that  now  fall  upon  the  subjects  of 
Britahj.  This,  Sir,  I  take  to  be  a  very 
fair  and  equitable  proposal,  and  I  am  per<- 
suaded  that  the  wisdom  and  frugality  of 
the  gentlemen  who  have  the  honour  to  be 
in  the  Administration  will  induce  them  to  . 
consider  of  it. — ^As  to  the  other  part  of  my 
worthy  friend's  Speech,  I  own  1  cannot  so 
easily  digest  it.  The  reduction  that  is 
proposed,  said  he,  will  save  onlj^  216,000/. 
to  the  nation.  Sir,  216,000/.  is  money ; 
and,  had  we,  for  20  years,  saved  that  saino 
sum  by  the  like  reduction,  upwards  of  six 
millions  of  the  national  debt  had  been  paid 
off,  and  a  great  many  inconveniences  kept 
from  the  subjects.  Besides,  had  this  re- 
duction taken  place  20  years  ago,  and  con- 
tinned  ever  smce,  I  am  convinced,  Sir, 
that  the  only  pretence  for  a  standing  army 
in  this  nation,  I  mean  what  is  advanced 
from  the. discontent  of  the  people,  had 
been  entirely  taken  away,  in  that  two  of 
the  principal  causes  of  the  disco^itent  had 
been  removed,  the  grievance  from  the 
severity  of  our  taxes,  and  the  aversion  of 
the  nation  to  so  numerous  a  standing  army 
in  time  of  peace :  so  that  it  is  more  than 
probable,  tnatby  this  time  we  should  have 
nad  no  occasion  at  all  for  any  standing 
forces.  However,  Sir,  better  late  than 
never.  If  we  begin  now  to  reduce  them> 
the  nation  may  20  years  hence  feel  the  be- 
nefit of  a  total  reduction.  Whereas,  if  we 
keep  them  on  foot  from  year  to  year^  or 
instead  of  reducing,  increase  them,  the 
nation  ^0  years  hence  may  be  saddled 
with  18,000  more,  and  public  discontent 
increasing  with  the  public  debt,  may  run 
so  high,  as  to  render  it  imprudent  for  the 
government,  though  it  were  willing,  ever 
to  make  any  reduction.  Wherefore,  Sir, 
I  am  for  beginning  in  time,  and  then  for 
making  amends,  as  far  as  we  can,  for  any 
past  oversights,  by  agreeing  to  the  pro* 
posed  reduction. 

Sir  William  Yonge  (Secrctaiy  at  War) 
spoke  as  follows : 

Sir ;  Ever  since  I  had  the  honour  to  mi 
in  this  House,  we  have  had  eTerv  session  a 
regular  return  of  a  debate  en  this  subjeet*' 
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dometimes  1  have  heard  very  ipedoM  tr- 
guments  fbr  a  reduction  ^  urged  by  the 
gentlemen  in  the  opposition ;  but  I  always 
saw  before  next  sessions  too  good  proofs 
that  we  acted  most  wisely  when  we  agreed 
to  the  keeping  up  the  greatest  number  of 
troops ;  nor  do  I  know  any  part  of  his  late 
Majesty's  conduct  so  justly  liable  to  cen- 
sure, as  the  reduction  of  his  forces,  to 
which  be  was  induced  by  a  sincere,  but 
mistaken  tenderness  for  his  people :  nor 
did  I  ever  know  a  reduction  which  the  na- 
tion in  a  litlie  time  had  net  reason  to  repent 
of.  I  own,  Sir,  that  in  some  years  the 
reasons  for  keeping  them  up  were  stronger 
Chan  in  others,  but  I  cannot  remember  a 
year  when  the  reasons  for  keeping  them 
up  were  so  strong  as  they  are  at  present, 
llie  insolence  of  thp  people  in  all  parts  of 
tile  kingdom  is  risen  to  a  height  that  makes 
it  unsafe  for  the  civil  magistrate  to  do  his 
duty  without  the  assistance  of  the  military 
power.  In  the  country  where  I  was  during 
some  part  of  our  late  recess,  the  miners, 
tlie  labourers,  and  other  manufacturers 
ansembled  in  a  riotous  and  tumultuous 
maaner,  to  the  number  of  near  5,00Q,  upon 
no  other  pretence  but  the  exportation 
really  of  some  grain  ;  which  exportation 
did  a  service  to  the  country,  and  never 
could  huit  them.  They  proceeded  to  the 
most  violent  outrages,  wnich  rendered  it 
impossible  for  the  civil  magistrate  to  tpxXi 
them  ;  for  ihey  were  so  favoured  by  the 
cvuntry*  in  general,  that  it  was  out  of  his 
power  to  raise  a  posse  strong  enough  for 
that  purpose.  Now,  Sir,  I  would  gladly 
JcHow  of  any  gentleman  what  the  conse* 
quence  of  this  tumuH  must  have  been, 
had  the  government  not  been  able  to*  have 
Commanded  a  body  of  regular  force  strong 
enough  to  have  supprMed  them.  The 
gentle  arts  of  persuasion  would  never  have 
sncceeded^Jor  they  were  too  ma(d-Co  listen 
to  any:  The  sense  of  their  duty  could 
never  have  reclaimed  them,  for  they 
seemed  to  make  a  merit  of  being  quite 
void  of  that.  A  regular  body  of  forces, 
therefore,  acting  by  the  dfreotion  of  the 
dvil  masisrate,  wasthe  only  proper  means 
of  reducing  them.  In  thismetropoiis,  Shr, 
not  a  month  ago,  a  vigilant  and  an  acthre 
dregistrate  was  insulted  in  his  ewn  house 
for  doing  his  duty,  by  a  tumultuous  mob,, 
of  the  samA  IuimC  who  threatened  to  pull 
his  house  in  pi.eces  about  his  ears,  and  as  I 
am  informed  actually  attempted,  and  pro- 
iHibly  would  have  effected  it,  had  it  not 
been  fbr  a  detachment  of  the  regular  troops 
Vilo  were  sent  to  protect  him.    Thesetu- 


mults^  Sir,  eould  be  amhf  to  no  oppret- 
sion,  nor  to  ahy  just  ground  of  (Ntence 
that  had  been  given  them  by  that  magis- 
trate.   But  the  truth  is,  that  the  more  so 
tive,  the  more  honest,  and  the  moie  vi|ri. 
lant  a  magii«trate  is,  the  more  he  is  inmtlted, 
hated,  and  abused  by  the  common  people. 
These  mobs.  Sir,  it  is  true,  seldom  mtre 
any  otlier  view  than  to  gratify  their  imitie* 
diatc  resentment.    But  who  know$,  Sir, 
but  that  if  they  come  to  any  height,  thoce 
who  have  more  distant  andf  more  danger* 
ous  views,  may  herd  with  them,  and  tmko 
them  the  tools  of  their  ambition  or  re* 
venge  ?  This,  Sir,  wouM  very  probably  be 
the  case,  were  it  not  for  our  regular  forces ; 
and  if  this  were  the  case,  we  must  soon 
see  a  rebellion  formed,  and  the  nstioo  be- 
come a  scene  of  blood  and  confiiskm.  Let 
any  gentleman  who  loves  his  country  re* 
fleet  upon  the  horrors  vrhich  such  so  ides 
presents,  and  let  him»  if  he  can,  vote  fort 
reduction,  which  by  weakening  the  haodi 
of  the  govermnent  may  leave  a  possibffity 
of  any  such  event    An  exemption  fhm 
the  miseries  of  a  civH  war  is  cheaply  pur* 
chased  by  the  heaviest  taxes.    The  peo- 
I^e  of  Britain  at  present  payne  hesrier 
taxes^  than  the  extension  of  Aeff  cooh 
merce, and  diebenefits  liiey  caojoy  from 
the  government,  (which  leaves  them  more 
liberty  than  any  peopte  under  the  sno  en- 
joy)  enaide  them  to  support  without  £fi« 
cidty ;  and,  thon^  tiieir  taxes  were  itiB 
heavier^  a  little  more  mdustry  and  ^niga% 
ia  file  meaner  sort  of  our  people  woola 
easfly  supi^y  them :   but.  Sir,  the  wounds 
of  a  eivij  war  may  Meed  fer  many  ages; 
bjr  ruining  our  trade  it  nmsk  render  uidei* 
pieable  to  our  aeighboars,  imd  proMUy 
we  must  become  sidHect  to  a  foreign  or  s 
domestie  tftmnif.    I  believe  no  geoii^ 
man,  whether  he  is  a  placeman  or  not, 
would  fbfgive  himsd^  if  he  did  not  concur 
in  every  measure  that  codd  avert  sudi  aa 
efent.    Sir,  if  sudi  measures  are  porsaed, 
tliey  are  right  measures,  whedier  they  ar^ 
pursued  by  place-men  or  others :  and  I 
hope  all  place-men  w3i  be  so  true  to  one 
anodier,  as  to  unite  in  giring  their  nega* 
titeto  the  reduction  on  diis  occasion. 

Sir  John  Barnard  said  i 

Sir;  It  has  alweys  been  my  opinimi, 
that  the  readiest  way  to  bring  on  the  mise- 
ries which  the  hon.  gentleman,  who  vfoVfi 
last,  has  so  pathetically  described,  is  to 
maintain  a  numeroua  Standing  ^^^  ^ 
time  of  peace;  and  that  the hest,  ii  not 
the  oBiy  method  of  pieventiiig  them,  >^ 
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either  considerably  to  reduce,  or  intirely 
todubaod  it.    So  that,  Sir,  the  gentleman 
has  veiy  artfully  forestalled  the  debate,  by 
empJoying  in  favour  of  a  Standing  Amay, 
ooe  of  the  strongest  arguments  against  it 
I  am  perfectly  at  a  loss  to  knof\r  why  the 
gentlemea  who  are  against  the  reduction, 
have  let  so  much  of  our  time  be  spent,  be- 
fore they  began  tlie  debate  on  their  side ; 
for  I  am  sure  they  have  not  yet  advanced 
ashadov  of  an  argument  in  favour  of  the 
resolution.    Therefore,  Sirj  I  either  ex- 
pect to  bear  some  reasons  why  we  should 
agree  to  this  resolution,  from  the  gentle- 
men who  sliall  speak  in  the  succeeding 
part  of  the  debate,  or  I  must  be  obliged  to 
think  that  a  Standing  Army  is  intended 
to  be  made  a  part  of  our  constitution,  and 
that  our  resolving  ourselves  into  a  com- 
inittee,  to  consider  of  the  proper  number 
to  be  kept  up,  is  mere  form.    Nay,  Sir,  ir. 
is  not  impossible,   but  that,  some  years 
hence,  we  may  see  a  bill  brought  into  this 
House  for  that  end.    This,  Sir,  will  savp 
pntlemen  a  great   deal   of  trouble,   in 
eluding  once  a  year  a  set  of  iU-natured 
perplexing  objections,  raised  by  gentle- 
men gtubbomly  and  perversely  attached 
to  the  good  of  their  country,  and  thepreser- 
ration  of  the  constitution.    D  ut,  Sir,  if  such 
a  step  should  be  taken,  gentlemen  both  of 
reputation  and  estate  will  not  be  wanting 
to  oppose  such  a  subversion  of  our  liber- 
ties, with  their  interest,  with  their  fortunes, 
and,  if  their  country  requires  it,  Hnth  their 
svords.    Since  the  beginning  of  thi»  de- 
bate, we  have  had  a  very  broad  intimation 
of  a  design  that  leans  very  much  tliat  way. 
Anboi).  gentleman  under  the  gallery  told 
ns,lf  you  continue  the  liberty  of  the  press, 
jfOQ  ought  to  continue  your  army.    Sir,  1 
n)ok  upon  the^  liberty  of  the  press  to  be  the 
most  valuable  part  of  the  liberty  of  the 
subject ;  I  look  upon  the  army,  as  what 
Buv  one  day  be  Uie  destruction  of  both ; 
*Qd  to  give  no  better  reason  for  support- 
ing a  Standing  Army»  but  that  it  may  de- 
^  the  liberty  of  the  press,  is  to  say,  in 
other  words,  that  a  resolution  is  now  form- 
ing to  put  an  end  to  the  liberties  of  Great 
Btitain. — ^The  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
^  told  us,  that  we  were  under  a  neces- 
%  of  keeping  up  our  army,  that  it  may 
^orce  the  laws,  which  the  weakness  of 
oar  civil  magistrates  cannot  do.    Sir,  I 
■i^  not  what  authority  the  hon.  genUe- 
^  has,  for  throwing  out  such  a  reflec-. 
^QQ  upon  the  civil  magistrates  in  general. 
IWe  the  honour  to  be  a  civil  magistrate, 
^lia  the  greater  city  in  Britaip,  perhaps 
IYOL.X.]  *^     ^ 


b  Europe;  and  I  dare  answer  for  myself, 
and  for  those  gentlemen  whom  1  have  had 
the  happiness  to  be  associated  with  in  the 
civil  magistracy,  that  we  have  no  occasion 
for  any  assistance  of  the  military  force  for 
putting .  the  laws  in  execution.    And  as  I 
nave  opportunities  of  knowing  somewhat 
of  the  country  of  England  in  general,  I 
can  venture  to  say,  that  a  constiS»le  at  tJit 
head  of  his  posse,  by  a  warrant  from  a  jus* 
tice  of  the  peace  whe  is  beloved,  can.  do 
more  than  a  colonel  at  the  head  of  his  re- 
giment.   I  say,  Sir,  a  justice  of  the  peace 
who  is  beloved ;  for  I  am  far  from  think- 
ing that  all  of  them  are  beloved ;  though 
I  believe  they  generall3r  are  so,  when  it 
is  known  they  are  not  influenced  by  any 
guidance  from  within  these  walls.    Sir,  it 
IB  the  dut^,  as  well  as  the  interest  of  every 
civil  magistrate,  to  endeavour  to  render 
himself  beloved  and  popular  in  those  placea 
where  he-acts ;  and  if  there  are  any  who 
are  more  hated,  and   consequently  lest 
obeyed  by  the  people,  it  must  oe  owin^  to 
their  own  ill  conduct.    Nay,  Sir,  I  believe 
I  could  instance  many  justices  of  the  peaces 
who  act  as  such,  wiuout  having  a  qualifi- 
cation.   In  what  I  have  said,  Sir,  I  am  &r 
from  intending  that  it  should  be  understood, 
as  if  I  reflected  on  any  particular  gentle- 
man, who  has  the  honour  to  serve,  his  Ma- 
jesty in  the  commission  of  peace  in  West- 
minster.   I  am  willing  to  believe  the  best 
of  these  eentlemen,  and  that  they  are  far 
from  making  a  traffic  of  their  duty,  or 
taking  their  directions  from  any  man  iu 
power.    But,  Sir,  if  there  are  any  such, 
though  tliey  may  indeed  want  the  assist- 
ance of  the  military  power,  I  think  it  is 
very  unsafe  for  us  to  Keep  up  forces  that 
may  be  employed  to  very  Daa  purposes  by 
such  magistrates. 

Mr.  Pulteney  spoke  thus : 

Sir;  The  arguments  that  have  been 
advanced  against  the  present  motion  are 
of  so  extraordinary  a  nature,  and  those 
that  have  been  offered  in  favour  of  the  re- 
solution are  so  weak,  that  I  have  a  better 
opinion  of  the  judgments  of  the  hon.  gen* 
tlemen  who  have  advanced  them,  than  to 
believe  they  themselves  think  they  coAld 
be  of  any  weight,  but  in  an  assembly  where 
their  own  party  is  sure  of  a  majority. 
Some  gentlemen  seem  to  be  under  terri- 
ble apprehensions  from  the  press,  some 
from  the  people,  and  ^me  seem  to  fear 
nothing  but  for  themselves.     One  hon. 

gentleman,  in  particular,  calls  out  to  hit 
rethren  in  placc^  and  soleBi&ly  oonjorei 
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them  to  bt  true  to  one  another.  *  O,  all 
«  ye  placemen,  be  true  to  one  another !' 
tndeedy  Sir,  the  hon.  gentleman  may  rest 
very  well  satisfied  that  they  will ;  for  I 
cannot  say  that  I  ever  knew  them  fail,  es- 
pecially when  the^  were  to  g^u  any  thing 
Dy  it.  I  wish,  Sir,  that  other  gentlemen 
were  as  well  united,  that  country  gentle- 
men would  be  true  to  one  another ;  for  if 
ihey  were,  though  periiaps  we  could  not 
carry  this  question,  yet  we  might  hope  at 
teast  not  to  lose  it  by,  I  had  almost  said,  so 
scandalous  a  majorityi  as  it  is  but  too  pro- 
baUe  that  we  shall. 

It  is  the  misfortune.  Sir,  of  this  nation, 
under  our  present  situation,  that  it  is  ge- 
nerally thought  to  be  in  the  power  of  one 
'man  to  determine  tlie  fate  oi every  ques- 
tion of  importance  brought  before  this  as- 
sembly. This  makes  many  gentlemen, 
who  wish  well  to  their  country,  take  every 
opportunity  of  staying  at  home,  when  the^ 
ought  to  give  their  attendance  in  this 
House.  Each  reasons  in  this  manner: 
*  My  single  voice  is  of  little  or  no  conse- 
quence, why  then  should  I  be  at  the  pains 
and  expence  to  attend  the  Parliament, 
since  it  can  be  of  no  use  to  my  country  ?' 
But  this  is  a  false  and  a  pernicious  in- 
ference. This,  Sir,  gives  a  tacit  counte- 
nance to  opnressive  measures,  and  deprives 
a  man  of  the  satisfaction  of  having  done 
at  least  his  duty  for  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try. Besides,  Sir,  gentlemen  ought  to 
reflect,  that  if  those  who  act  for  the  inte- 
rest of  their  country  were  uoited,  and  gave 
their  attendance  in  this  House,  Uiey  might 
still  indeed  contmue  the  minority ;  but.  Sir, 
iudi  a  minority  as  they  would  then  form, 
never  yet  failed  of  soon  becoming  the  ma- 
jority. I  have  thought  myself  obliged  to 
■ay  thus  much,  because  I  see  many  gen- 
tlemen absent  on  this  occasion,  who,  I 
know,  wish  well  to  their  country,  and  who 
I  know  would  be  absent  on  no  other  ac- 
count, but  for  the  reason  I  have  now  sug- 
gested. 

I  have  heard,  Sir,  during  the  course  of 
this  debate,  great  complamts  of  the  de- 
pravity of  the  common  people ;  and  I  am 
lensibie  the  complaints  are  not  ill-founded. 
But,  Sir,  I  thinic  the  method  that  is  pro- 
posed to  reform  them,  instead  of  suppress- 
.  mg,  will  but  propagate  the  evil,  it  is  as 
impracticable.  Sir,  to  dragoon  people  into 
morality,  as  into  religion ;  nor  can  a  stand- 
ing army  make  a  free  people  auiet  sub- 
tects,  any  other  way  than  by  mailing  them 
mmble  slaves.  It  has  always.  Sir,  been 
.  Iha  distinguishing  glory  of  thia  oosatitu* 


tion,  that,  our  kings  reigned  over  men,  and 
not  over  slaves :  and  that  gave  them  tfaa 
power  of  doing  as  much  good  as  ihtj 
j^leased;  though  it  tied  up  their  hancu 
irom  doinff  any  hurt.  But,  Sir,  our  new 
system  of  pwitics  has  a  quite  diffisrent 
tendency;  it  tends  to  make  slaves  of  sub- 
jects, to  give  the  King  an  opportunity  of 
doing  harm,  but  derives  him  of  thepower 
of  doing  good.  For,  Sir,  a  man  who  lies 
at  the  mercy  of  another,  as  to  his  libertv 
and  property,  is,  in  effect,  a  slave,  thougn 
he  wno  is  his  superior  should  not  exercist 
his  power  tyrannically.  And  a  prince, 
Sir,  who,  in  order  to  maintain  his  authori- 
ty,  is  obliged  to  burden  his  subjects  witk 
oppressive  taxes,  while  the^ralr^dy  groan 
under  a  load  of  debts,  has  it  in  his  power 
to  oppress  his  subjects,  but  has  it  not  in 
his  power  to  relieve  them ;  because  no 
act  of  grace,  which  he  can  exert,  can  be  s 
balance  for  the  unpoptdarity  that  must  at* 
tend  him.  So  that,  Sir,  it  is  surprising^that 
ministers  themselves  are  not  more  cautious 
how  they  give  occasion  for  any  unneces- 
sary taxes  upon  the  people,  or  how  they 
consent  to  the  keeping  up  a  body  offerees, 
which  so  evidently  tends  to  weaken  both 
their  master's  and  their  own  real  interests. 
But,  say  gentlemen,  the  depravity  is  so 
great  and  so  general,  that  no  remedy  be- 
sides that  of  a  superior  force  can  lie  ap- 
plied. Sir,  a  physician,  who  would  cure 
a  disease,  applies  himself  first  to  find  out 
its  causes ;  and  if  the  causes  can  be  found 
out  and  taken  away,  the  effect  ceases  of 
course. 

As  to  what  the  gentlemen  who  are  for 
continuing  the  present  number  of  our 
forces  have  so  much  insisted  on,  I  mean 
the  spirit  of  opposition  to  the  civU  magis- 
tracy on  some  occasions,  it  has,-I  ara  afraid, 
been  too  much  owing  to  tlie  conduct  of 
the  magistrates ;  and  their  opposition  to 
some  late  laws  is  to  be  imputed,  I  believe, 
to  the  nature  of  the  laws  themselves.  It 
is  impossible,  Sir,  for  a  legislature  to  in- 
force  immediate  obedience  to  an  unusual 
law,  without  very  great  reluctance  from 
the  people,  before  they  are  convinced  that 
this  law  is  really  for  their  good.  And, 
Sir,  give  nae  leave  to  say,  that- it  will  take 
a  good  deal  of  art  to  persuade  the  people 
of  the  exnecBency  of  some  laws  lately 
passed.  Nay,  Sir,  I  should  not  myself  be 
easily  convinced,  that  some  late  laws  mMj' 
not  have  produced  all  the  good  for  whidj 
they  were  intended,  and  yet  have  appeared 
in  a  shape  more  agreeable  to  the  body  of 
our  people.  Are  gentlemen  to  luppos* 
'6 
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that  a  people  will  sqbmit  to  laws  which 
they  mk  upon  oppressive  and  incon- 
sistent ?  In  this  part  of  the  country,  Sir, 
they  are  obliged  to  submit  to  laws ;  for 
iostaDce,  the  late  act  against  spirituous 
liquors,  which  pretends  to  pkick  up  ka  old 
bat  beloved  disease  by  the  roots,  while 
the  maoner  of  detecting  delinquentsagainst 
thk  Isv  gives  rise  to  numberless  villainies 
amojigst  the  meaner  sort :  for  it  is,  Sir,  in 
the  power  of  any  rogue,  as  the  law  now 
etaads,  if  he  can  di^t  perjunr,  to  ruin  an 
honest  man  and  his  wnole  ramily.  Can 
therefore  gentlemen  be  surprised  at  a  law, 
10  disagreeable  in  its  own  nature,  to  the 
people,  the  meaner  sort,  at  least,  for  I 
W  never  heard  any  body  else  diarged 
with  opposing  it,  should  meet  with  <^po- 
fltion  aom  themi  Yet,  Sir,  this  is  a  law 
of  which  we  were  so  fond,  that  we  actual- 

i bought  it.  Yea,  Sir !  we  bought  it  of 
i  government  at  the  rate  of  70,000/.  and 
vpffardi. 

Id  another  part  of  the  country.  Sir,  in 
Scotland,  the  clergy  are  obliged,  by  a  late 
act  for  that  purpose,  to  rewi  more  than 
ODce  from  their  pulpits  a  Proclamation,  or 
a  Declaration,  I  do  not  know  how  you  call 
it  Why,  Sir,  I  am  told  die  people  in  that 
country  laugh  at  this  act ;  and  if  the  go- 
remment  were  strictly  to  enforce  it,  they 
voukl  hazard  another  rebellion.  So  that, 
Sir^  it  is  our  duty,  before  we  pass  any  act 
that  aSkcU  the  body  of  a  people,  always  to 
comider  whether  the  advantages  accruing 
from  such  an  act  are  sufficient  to  counter- 
balance the  unpopularity  of  our  passing 
that  act,  and  the  odium  and  expences 
f^fa  the  government  must  incur  by  put- 
ting it  in  execution.  When  I  say  this. 
Sir,  I  hope  no  gentleman  will  infer  that  I 
would  court  popularity  at  the  expence  of 
a&j  measuVe  that  is  tor  the  good  of  the 
pcoide.  But  I  know,  that  some  govern- 
Beats  have  found  the  secret  of  reconciling 
the  people's  real  interests  to  their  inclina- 
^ttdoni,  and  believe  that  in  all  good  go- 
^omnents  the  most  beneficial  laws  are  ge- 
Mnlly  the  moat  popular* 

Bn^.beudes  blunders  which  we  may 
Recommitted  in  a  more  public  capacity, 
I  am  afraid.  Sir,  that  in  otner  respects  we 
^  not  a  little  contribute  to  spread  this 
ipirit  of  discontent.  When  a  peofile.  Sir, 
iKi  their  superiors  abandon  the  principles 
that  make  them  honest  men,  they  pre- 
|<ttie»  not  onreasonablvy  that  they  have 
w  every  quality  that  K>rms  an  honest  re- 
F'^Kntative.  When  they  see  luxury  and 
^^tM^aoce  supported  upon  the  emolu- 


ments of  public  posts,  the  meanest  subject 
in  the  nation,  if  he  knows  any  thing,  knpn^ 
that  he  helps  to  pay  for  tnese  luxuries, 
and  that  they  are  maintained  on  the  spoils 
of  his  country.  When  Sir,  the  people  see 
gentlemen  wasting  their  private  estates  in 
idle  pursuits,  and  unprofitable  vices ;  they 
know  that  these  gentlemen  have  no  other 
way  to  repair  the  shattered  remains  of 
their  fortunes,  but  by  preying  upon  the 
public.  When  they  see  corruption  and 
venality  openly  avowed,  even  though  some 
of  them  taste  it,  they  know,  or  at  least  they 
suspect,  that  an  administration  must  bo 
weak  when  it  requires  such  supports. 

Give  me  leave  to  borrow  an  expression 
and  to  say,  *  that  it  is  ours  to  mend  the 
*  hearts  of  the  people.'  It  is  our  duty.  Sir, 
by  each  of  us  living  within  the  bounds  of 
our  own  private  fortunes,  to  preserve  our 
independency  upon  any  man  or  any  minis- 
ter whatever ;  and  thus  shall  we  be  enabled 
to  preserve  the  independency  of  the  legis- 
lature. Then  shall  we  see  the  public  debts 
decrease,  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  people 
subside,  and  the  distinctions  of  parties  abo- 
lished. We  shall  then  have  no  need  of  a 
standmg  army;  because  then,  Sir,  there 
will  be  no  occasion  to  rule  by  a  party ;  for 
that  party  amongst  us,  which  either  by  its 
principles  or  practices  opposes  these  good 
ends,  oecomes  a  &ction,  let  its  majority  be 
ever  so  ereat^-  I  have  heard,  Sir,  many  in- 
vidious insinuations  and  reflections  thrown 
out  against  a  certain  Opposition  that  I 
could  name,  and  I  hear  a  great  talk  with- 
out doors  about  a  reconciliation.  Sir^  t 
know  not  any  reconciliations  that  I  could 
wish  except  one:  Others  I  never  desire  to 
see,  unless  they  are  founded  on  the  liber- 
ties  of  the  people ;  and.  Sir,  I  think  an  Op- 
position upon  virtuous  principles  the  omy 
security  that  our- country  can  hope  for, 
and  I  nere  openly  profess  my  determina^ 
tion  always  to  join  in  such  an  Opposition. 

Those  gentlemen  who  are  for  our  agree- 
ing to  this  resolution,  in  my  opinion^  make 
but  a  very  indifferent  coiuphment  to  his 
Majesty,  who  has  recommended  unanimity 
aild  dispatch  to  us  so  strongly  from  the 
throne;  yet.  Sir,  in  the  veiy  beginning  of 
our  session,  we  hiEKve  here  a  bone  of  cpn^ 
^ntion  thrown  amongst  us.  We  are,  it 
seems,  not  only  to  agree  to  the  keeping  up 
the  same  number  of  forces  which  we  had 
last  year,  but  we  are  to  add  to  the  charges 
that  attend  them,  the  expence  of  raising  a 
new  regiment  to  be  sent  to  our  plantations. 
Sir,  I  cannot  conceive  how  gentlemen, 
should  suppose  that  if  such  an  uoreasoi^- 
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BubjectB,  and  which  must  be  involved  in 
the  general  wreck,  if  our  constitution 
.were  to  be  overthrown.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man seems  to  be  apprehensive  that  the 
same  catastrophe  may  happen  by  means 
of  OUT  army,  as  happened  by  means  of  the 
parliament's  army  under  Charles  Uie  1st, 
when  our  constitution  was  overturned,  and 
monarchical  government  abolished.  But, 
Sir,  give  me  leave  to  say,  that  any  such 
fears  at  tliis  time  of  day  are  absolutely 
chimerical.  The  army  raised  by  the  oar- 
liament  at  that  time,  was  raised  wlien 
they  were  in  actual  war  with  their  prince : 
f()r  which  reason  they  were  obliged  to  em- 
ploy many  officers  who  had  no  other  aua- 
lificationsto  recommend  them  but  tneir 
abilities  to  serve  in  a  military  capacity, 
and  conseouently  had  no  immediate  in- 
terest in  tne  preservation  of  our  civil 
riffhts.  Such  gentlemen  amongst  them 
who  had  fortunes  of  their  own,  did,  for 
the  most  part,  either  voluntarily  leave  the 
party,  or  were  cashiered  by  Cromwell  and 
others,  who  were  in  the  secret  of  the  de- 
sign to  subvert  the  constitution.  But,  Sir, 
I  believe  the  greatest  stickler  against  an 
army  in  England  will  not  pretend  to  say 
that  our  army  is  composed  of  men  of  that 
character,  or  that  the  gendemen  in  the 
administration  ever  discovered  the  most 
distant  intention  to  garble  the  army  in 
such  manner.  If  an  administration  were 
mad  enough  to  make  any  such  attempt, 
no  doubt,  the  gentlemen  thus  cashiered 
would  be  the  first  to  alarm  the  nation, 
and  put  us  upon  our  guard.  So  that  in 
the  gentlemen  of  odr  army  we  have.  Sir, 
A  double  security  ;  first,  as  they  are  men 
of  unquestionable  attachment  to  the  pre- 
sent establishment ;  and  secondly,  as  Uiey 
are  men  of  fortune  and  family. 

The  hon.  gentleman  was  also  pleased  to 
advance  a  very  extraordinary  proposition. 
That  our  keeping  up  an  army  is  utterly  in- 
consistent with  the  principles  that  brought 
about  thb  Revolution,  and  upon  which 
our  Claim'of  Right  Is  founded :  If  the  hon. 
gentleman  w^ill  be  pleased  to  look  into  the 
Bill  of.  Right,  he  will  find  *  that  the  raising 
Qr  keeping  up  a  standing  army  in  time  of 
gkace  18  indeed  against  law.'  But,  Sir,  it 
IS  plain,  that  the  army  here  meant,  is  an 
ig*niy  raised  and  continued,  not  by  parlia- 
mentary, but  royal  authority  :  such  as 
was  maintained  by  the  late  King  James  for 
promoting  bis  own  arbitraiy  views.  Such, 
Sir,  is  an  army,  indeed,  which  we  have 
reason  to  be  afraid  of ;  and  that  this  is 
l)ie  army  meant  in  our  BUI  of  Right,  is 
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plain  by  the  subsequent  words,  in  that  very 
clause,  ^  unless  it  be  by  the  consent  of  the 
parliament.'  Tliese  words.  Sir,  plainly 
prove,  that  an  urmy  raised  wiih  consent 
of  parliament  is  not  agaiust  the  principles 
of  the  Revolution,  but  what  ever)  gentle- 
man who  acts  upon  these  principles  may 
consistently  vote  for.  It  is  true,  th^ 
after  the  Revolution,  there  were  many 
gentlemen  in  parliament,  who  had  been 
zealous  promoters  of  that  glorious  event, 
who  opposed  an  army  kept  on  foot  by 
consent  of  parliament,  as  indeed  they  did 
every  other  measure  of  the  court  in  those 
days.  But,  Sir,  it  never  can  be  fairly  in- 
ferred from  this,  that  their  conduct  was 
the  rule  of  acting  that  all  the  Whigs  in 
thase  days  laid  down.  No,  Sir,  there 
were  disobliged  Whigs  at  that  time  as  well 
as  now,  a  few  perhaps  upon  mistaken 
principles,  otliers  from  motives  not  so  ea- 
sily to  be  justified.  But  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  those  who  were  then  in  the  opposi- 
tion, I  am  afraid,  were,  at  the  bottom, 
republicans  ;  who  equally  hated  the  king 
and  his  government ;  and,  whose  only  mo- 
tives for  joining  the  Revolution  were,  that 
a  door  might  be  shut  against  all  monar- 
chical government  for  the  future.  If  the 
W^higs  of  those  days  were  not  for  an  army 
by  consent  of  parliament,  I  should  he  glad 
to  know  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  by  what 
means  the  vote  for  '  establishing  an  army 
passed  this  House  ?  It  never  could  pass 
Dy  means  of  the  Jacobites,  because  the 
keeping  up  of  an  army  was  the  most  pro- 
per, and  tne  only  way,  to  blast  their  hopes. 
The  Tories  would  never  vote  for  it,  be- 
cause, according  to  the  hon.  gentleman, 
they  have  always  acted  consistently  with 
Revolution  principles,  which,  in  his  opi- 
nion, are  absolutely  against  any  army  in 
time  of  peace.  For  the  same  reason,  if 
the  hon.  gentleman's  maxim  be  just,  all 
true  Whigs  would  oppose  it.  Now,  Sir, 
I  cannot,  either  from  conversation  or  read- 
ing, learn  of  any  other  denomination  of 
parties  that  subsisted  in  those  days,  yet 
there  is  no  doubt  but  party  quarreU  ran 
as  high  then  as  ever  they  have  done  since: 
Therefore,  Sir,  it  is  reasonable  to  con- 
clude, that  the  generality  of  our  Whig 
ancestors  were  persuaded  of  the  necessity 
and  the  lawfulness  of  a  standing  army  in 
time  of  peace,  because  it  is  impossible  for 
us  to  find  out  any  other  set  of  men  sub- 
sisting in  those  days,  whose  numbers  could 
carry  or  whose  principles  led  them  to  vote 
for  such  a  measure. ' 
The  hon.  gentleman  who  flpoka  h^ 
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made  some  very  just  observations  upon 
gOTemment  in  general,  und  upon  our  con- 
ttitutioo  in  particular:  I  shall  only  beg 
leave  to  add  to  his  observationsi  that  there 
is  now  no  country  in  the  world,  nor  I  be- 
lieve was  there  ever  any  people,  who  were 
80  scrupulously  attached  to  iheir  original 
fonns  of  government,  as  not  to  dispense 
with  tbem  when  a  too  strict  adherence  to 
those  forms  might  endanger  their  liberties. 
The  Romans  formerly,  Sir,  while  in  a  re- 
publican state,  averse  as  both  theif  genius 
and  constitution  were  to  monarchical  go- 
Temment,  had  recourse  to  a  dictator  when- 
ever their  country  was  in  danger.  We 
have  known  the  Dutch,  who  are  as '  zea- 
lously attached  to  their  forms  of  govem- 
ment  as  any  people  ever  were,  give  up 
some  of  the  essentials  of  their  government 
when  they  were  to  resolve  on  measures 
that  sense  and  reason  dictated  for  their 
common  safety.  For,  the  first  law.  Sir,  is 
the  safety  of  the  people.  This  is  a  law 
that  takes  place  of  all  other  considerations, 
and  every  good  constitution  is  presumed 
to  be  founaed  upon  this  law.  Therefore, 
Sir,  it  is  not  enough  for  gentlemen  to  tell 
us,  that  our  keeping  up  a  standing  armv  in 
time  of  peace  is  against  our  constitution ; 
because  to  me  it  is  evidently  agreeable  to 
the  first  maxim  of  all  constitutions,  which 
is  the  safety  of  the  people.  If  gentlemen 
could  prove,  to  my  satisfaction,  that  the 
nfety  of  the  people  is  not  endangered  by 
our  adherence  to  a  point  of  our  consti- 
tution, I  should  be  as  scrupulous  in  giving 
my  vote  on  this  motion,  as  any  gentleman 
in  this  House.  But  when  I  near  gentlcn 
men  reason  from  facts,  the  parallel  of 
which  may  probably  never  happen  again ; 
vhen  I  hear  them  argue  from  opinions, 
vhose  authors  might  either  be  mistaken, 
or  influenced  by  circumstances  widely 
different  from  those  we  are  now  in ;  when 
I  hear  them  apply  events  which  have  pro- 
<%eded  from  causes  that  can  never  enter 
into  our  present  case;  I  say,  when  I  hear 
i^lthis,  task  myself  one  short  question, 
^d  that  is.  Whether  such  or  such  a  mea- 
sure is  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the 
people,  as  we  are  now  situated  ?  This,  Sir, 
1  think,  is  the  hinge  upon  which  this  de- 
^  ought  to  turn  :  and  every  ar^ment 
that  gentlemen  shall  advance,  if  it  does 
Dot  immediately  tend  to  resolve  this  Ques- 
tion, give  me  leave  to  sby  it^  is  wide  of 
the  mark.     Our   ancestors.    Sir,    who 

Bmod  and  perfected  our  constitution, 
^ofrn  sucn  rules  as  were  most  rgree- 
ibletotbesitiiatioiiof  theiraffiurt,  totbe 
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genius  of  the  people,  and  to  the  nature  of 
the  government  then  existing.  But,  Sir,  it 
cannot  be'  supposed  they  were  to  foresee 
that  their  nearest  neighbours,  who  were 
then  too  much  divided,  and  too  weak  to 
ffive  them  any  apprehensions,  would  in 
future  times  be  united  under  powerful  amd 
ambitious  princes,  who  should  improve 
tbem  both  in  military  and  civil  arts,  and 
by  keeping  large  bodies  of  standing  forces, 
threaten  the  liberties  of  England  and  of 
Europe.  They  could  not  foresee  that  a 
time  would  come  when  the  common  people 
would  run  into  a  general  depravity,  and 
when  their  betters  were  to  be  divided 
amongst  thcvnselves,  so  as  that  one  party 
would  pursue  the  most  dangerous  mea- 
sures, provided  they  could  distress  th^ 
other.  Our  ancestors,  Sir,  could  notfore- 
see  that  a  disputed  title  to  the  Crown  of 
England  would  one  day  oblige  its  lawful 
possessor  to  make  use  cd*arms  for  quelling, 
a  rebellion  raised  in  favour  of  his  compe- 
titor, and  that  the  legislature  was  to  be 
under  a  necessity  of  continuing  an  army  on 
fodt,  in  order  toprevent  rebellions  at  home, 
or  invasions  from  abroad  on  the  same  ac- 
count. None  of  these  considerations.  Sir, 
could  enter  into  the  heads  of  our  fore- 
fathers who  lived  many  ages  ago,  and 
therefore  it  is  unreasonable  to  suppose 
that  they  could  expressly  guard  against 
them;  otherwise,  I  make  no  doubt  we 
should  have  had  a  standing  army  one  of 
the  essential  ingredients  of  our  const itu*- 
tion.  I  have  been  obliged,  Sir,  to  insist  a 
little  longer  on  this  argument,  because  I 
think  it  has  not  so  much  entered  iiUo  de- 
bates on  this  subject  as  it  deserved ;  and 
because  I  am  persuaded,  if  it  met  with  due 
attention,  it  would  prevent  gentlemen  from 
throwing  out  a  great  many  reflections,  and 
saying  a  great  many  things  that  are  per- 
sonal and  unparliamentary. 

The  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  &nd 
whom  I  always  hear  with  much  pleasure, 
told  us  a  great  deal  about •  the  iu  conse- 
quences wliich  the  disposal  of  posts  in  the 
army  might  occasion  by  affecting  the  inde- 
pendency of  this  House.  But,  Sir,  what 
he  said  about  posts  in  the  army,  may  be 
applied  with  .as  much  justice  to  posts 
either  in  the  law  or  the  church.  That  it 
is  necessary  to  have  these  posts  filled,  and 
that  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  deprive  a 
man  of  his  seat  in  this  Hou^e,  because  he 
is  a  bishop,  or  one  of  the  crown  lawyers, 
has,  I  think,  never  yet  been  disputed* 
Therefore,  if  I  understood  the  hon.  gen* 
tieoum  aright,  his  meaning  waa  not,  that 
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cf ery  accident  that  hi^iieiiB  in  the  na- 
tioDf  though  perhaps  it  is  very  distant 
from  their  purpose^  and  fell  out  contrary 
to  their  hopes.  This,  Sir»  was  the  reason 
why,  on  the  late  melancholy  event  tliat 
afliu^ed  the  nation,*  their  hopes  revive^ 
their  cabals  were  set  on  foot,  and  every  tool 
of  their  party  was  employed  in  their  consul- 
tations how  to  bring  about  their  &vourite 
point.  There  are  many  in  our  galleries 
now,  Sir,  who  know  what  I  have  said  to  be 
true,  and  if  they  had  the  privilege  of  speak* 
bg  here,  coulcf,  if  they  pleased,  convince 
us  ^ow  improper  the  proposed  reduction 
is,  while  such  a  spirit  subsists  in  the  king- 
dom. 

Sir,  I  have  known  a  time  when  gentle- 
men acted  on  true  Whig  principles ;  and 
at  that  time.  Sir,  they  seemed  to  be  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  best,  if  not  the  only  way  to 
iecure  us  from  Popery,  and  arbitrary 
power,  was  by  securing  the  present  estab- 
lishment of  the  crown  in  his  Majesty's  per- 
son and  fiunily.  They  were  then  of  opi- 
nion. Sir,  this  was  best  done  by  our  keep- 
ing up  a  regular  body  of  forces,  and  I 
ahoula  be  glad  to  know  if  the  same  reasons 
clo  not  subsist  now  as  did  then,  or  if  they 
who  are  the  enemies  of  our  pres^it  esta- 
blishment have  been  weakened  by  the  oppo- 
'feition  of  these  gentlemen  to  the  admmis- 
iration. 

Mr.  PuUeney  replied  to  this  effect: 

Sir ;  I  think  a  man  is  an  honest  man, 
who  votes  according  to  what  his  con- 
adence  tells  him  the  present  situation  of 
thmgs  requires ;  and  an  honest  man,  Sir, 
if  he  sees  the  circumstances  which  induced 
him  to  vote  in  &vour  of  a  resolution  last 
year  altered,  or  if  he  finds  that  he  himself 
has  been  mistaken  in  the  apprehension  of 
these  circumstances :  I  say,  Sir,  an  honest 
man  will,  in  either  of  these  cases,  vote  this 
session  djrcotly  coritrary  to  what  he  voted 
before.  If  ever  I  voted  for  a  standing 
army.  Sir,  in  time  o^  peace,  it  was  when  my 
conscience  told  me  that  the  preservation  of 
our  liberties  required  it.  But,  Sir,  though 
at  that  time,  perhaps,  I  was  convinced 
that  our  keeping  up  a  standing  army  for 
one  year  was  neceasary ;  it  does  not  follow 
that  I  act  inconsistently,  if  I  do  not  vote 
for  a  perpetuity  of  that  army.  Therefore, 
though  a  eendeman  has  voted  for  every 

Question,  for  every  job  of  the  ministry ; 
lough  his]  whole  life  has  been  but  one 
continued  vote  on  their  side ;  yet  he  ought 
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neither  to  be  ashamed  nor  afraid  to  oppoee 
tliem,  as  soon  as  his  own  judgment  or  the 
situation  of  things  is  altered.  This  is  acting 
upon  no  other  principles.  Sir,  but  tboeeof 
an  honest  man,  and  a  lover  of  his  country; 
and,  as  the  distinction  between  Whip  and 
Tories  is  now  in  e£Eect  abolished,  I  hope 
soon  to  see  our  pe<^le  know  no  dhtt  cCe- 
nominations  of  party  amongst  us  besidei 
those  of  court  and  country.  The  boo. 
gentleman  talks  of  the  establishment  of  the 
government,  and  of  the  administration; 
but.  Sir,  I  know  of  no  establishment,  I  know 
of  no  government,  I  know  of  no  adminis- 
tration that  ought  to  be  kept  up,  but  for 
the  preservation  of  the  liberties  of  the  peo< 
pie :  for  it  is  not  twopence  matter  to  mt, 
whether  the  prince's  name  under  whom  i 
am  to  be  enslaved,  is  Thomas,  James,  or 
Richard ;  I  am  sure  I  shall  never  be  eo« 
slaved  under  a  George. 

And  here  give  me  leave  to  say.  Sir, 
that  the  establtfhment  of  the  crown  in  his 
Majesty's  person  and  frunily  can  only  be 
secured  by  our  securing  the  rights  of  the 
people.  This,  Sir,  is  the  charter  by  which 
nis  Majesty  holds  his  crown ;  and  whoever 
separates  Uie  interests  of  the  people  from 
those  of  the  establishment,  must  be  either 
ignorant  of  our  constitution,  or  a  traitor 
equally  to  his  prince  and  liis  country.  For 
this  reason.  Sir,  to  me  it  is  evident,  that  if 
the  Pretender  had  an  agent  in  his  Majes- 
ty's councilf ,  or  in  this  House,  tliat  agent 
would  employ  all  the  force  of  tongue  and 
lungs,  he  would  even  out-vote  a  inuiister, 
and  out-speech  a  place-man  in  his  zeal  for 
this  resdution ;  nor  could  a  more  effectoal 
way.  Sir,  to  promote  that  person's  interetf 
be  thought  of,  than  our  agreeing  to  bridle 
the  kingdom  with  18,000  men:  because  it 
is,  in  effect,  telling  all  the  powers  ia 
Europe,  that  so  weak  is  the  administration 
of  Britain,  and  so  much  are  they  hated  by 
the  people,  that  they  dare  not  venture  to 
make  one  step  in  the  government  without 
their  bully-back,  an  army.  While  your 
army  continues,  Sir,  discontent  must  io^ 
crease,  and  the  more  discontent  increasesi 
the  &irer  is  the  Pretender's  chance  for  suc- 
ceeding; whereas,  if  the  people  were  re- 
conciled to  the  government,  he  could  not 
have  the  most  distant  prospect  ot  succesM 
for  I  dare  say,  very  few  in  Britain  at  pre* 
sent  wish  him  well  on  his  own  account; 
and  the  few  deluded  persons  who  do  in* 
cline  to  his.  party,  do  it  only  because  they 
are  so  weidc  as  to  imasine,  that  the  one 
evil  would  be  less  than  the  other.  Where- 
fore, Sir,  as  I  wiah  the  crown  of  Britain 
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may  cimtinue  forever  in  his  Majesty's 
penon  and  fiuoilf ,  as  I  hope  never  to  see 
the  pretensions  of  aay  Other  'person  suc- 
ceed, and  as  I  think  the  reputation  of  the 
kingdom  ia  interested  in  the  fttte  of  this 

nion,  I  must  agree  to  the  proposed  re- 
OD. 

Sir  JVilliam  Windham  spoke  next : 

Sir;  I  think  it  strange, tliat  this  mighty 
lecret  of  our  fears  about  the  Pretender, 
lias  never  been  discovered  during  the 
▼hole  course  of  this  debate,  till  the  hon. 
^demao  who  spoke  last  but  one  disclosed 
it  I  am  dad,  however,  that  it  is  at  length 
discovered ;  for  now  gentlemen  may  have 
a ?ery  dear  state  of  the  case;  which  is, 
whether  we  ou^ht  to  put  the  nation  to  the 
expence  of  maintaining  18,000  men,  for 
no  other  reason  but  because  a  certain  een- 
tleman  is  afraid  of  the  Pretender  >  This  is, 
I  think,  a  clear  and  a  true  state  of  the 
case.  As  for  the  hon.  gentleman's  fears, 
they  put  me  in  mind  of  a  mad  fellow,  called 
Butler,  who  used  to  go  about,  and  at  times 
would  appear  very  much  frightened  at  a 
certain  phantom  of  his  own  brain,  whom 
he  called  prince  Kantemir.  This  phantom 
hiitnted  him  about  from  place  to  place, 
and  nothing  could  drive  it  out  of  his  nead. 
ReaDy,  Sir,  I  don't  know  what  friends  the 
Pretender  may  make  in  the  kingdom,  if 
ve  shall  continue  our  army ;  but  if  we  re- 
duce that,  I  dare  say  his  interest  would 
exist  no  where  but  among  a  few  madmen. 

Mr.  Pelham  said : 

Sir;  The  sentlemen  who  have  spoke  for 
the  proposed  reduction,  have  all  along 
t>ken  it  for  granted,  that  if  our  standing 
8nny  were  removed,  the  causes  of  discon- 
tent, which  is  allowed  on  dl  hands  to  be 
Y^  great  amongst  our  common  people, 
would  be  removed  likewise.  But,  Sir,  their 
opinion  cannot  be  supported  eitfier  by 
reason  or  experience.  Reason  tells  us 
tlttt  a  people  who  are  discontented^  will 
Pn>ve  rebellious  as  soon  as  the  government 
occoffiestoo  weak  to  restrain  their  out- 
'^ :  and  we  find.  Sir,  by  experience, 
tliat  no  reduction  ever  was  attended  by 
inj  return  of  gratitude  on  the  part  of  the 
J«Bmon  people.  So  that,  as  gentlemen 
li^e  been  stating  this  question  in  their 
i°^ner,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  state  it  in 
nrine.  And  it  is.  Sir,  whether  it  be  most 
prohable  that  his  Majesty  will  abuse  his 
power,  if  we  shall  keep  up  the  army ;  or 
wat  his  enemies  will  lay  asiae  their  designs, 
■^d  the  people  letum  to  a  due  submission 


to  the  civil  magistrate,  in  case  we  reduce 
it  ?  Indeed  I  do  not  know  what  are  the 
sentiments  of  other  gentlemen;  butlowoi 
Sir,  it  is  no  hard  matter  with  me  to  deter* 
nine  myself  in  this  caw;  and  for  thisreap 
SOB,  to  give  my  vote  in  fitvour  of  thiareso* 
lutioD. 

Mr.  Walter  Plumer  said : 

Sir;  The  reasoning  of  the  hon.  gently 
Blan  who  spoke  4ast,  is  not  unlike  Uiat  of 
a  physiciaii  who  was  called  to  visit  an  ao» 
quamtance  of  mine.  Two  or  three  othea 
members  of  the  faculty  were  called  at  the 
same  time,  and  all  of  them,  except  thia 
physician,  agreed  in  their  consultations, 
that  the  nature  of  the  patient's  disease  re- 
quired lenitives :  The  reason  which  thto 
singular  doctor  gave,  for  di&ring  from  hia 
brethren,  was,  "  That  corrosives  were  only 
to  be  cured  by  corrosives."  Sir,  we  have 
long  had  corrosives  applied,  to  correct  the 
sharp  humours  of  a  people  whose  constitu- 
tion has  been  vitiated  by  a  course  of  se» 
vere  exacticms  and  taxes,  without  any  ap- 
parent advantage  to  the  kingdom.  And 
It  was  reasonable  to  expect.  Sir,  that  by 
this  time  some  lenitives  should  have  been 
applied.  But  this.  Sir,  it  seems,  is  not 
agreeable  to  the  maxims  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman, who  last  session  entertained  ua 
with  the  ever-memorable  speech,  which 
he  concluded  by  telling  us  from  a'Roman 
poet,  *  Immedicabile  vulnus  ense  reciden- 
*  dum.'  I  am  afraid,  that  this.  Sir,  may 
indeed  be  the  only  remedy  that  can  be 
applied,  if  we  should  proceed  in  exasperat- 
ing the  people,  by  not  only  continuing  but 
increasing  the  principal  grievance  they 
have. 

Sir  Joieph  Jekyl  spokie  next : 

Sir;  I  acknowledge  that  formerly  I  used^ 
to  give  mj  vote  for  keeping  up  a  standing' 
army  in  tune  of  peace,  because  I  thought 
we  could  never  use  too  many  precautions 
against  the  growing  power  and  theaspiring 
eenius  of  France. — But  the  Providence  of 
Heaven  has  raised  up  another  power  in 
Europe,  which  seems  by  the  cneck  she 
has  already  given  to  the  French  ambition, 
to  be  an  over-match  for  her  in  the  field : 
Gentlemen  wiU  easily  perceive  that  I  mean, 
the  empresd  of  Muscovy,  whose  empire  till 
within  these  few  years  had  but  a  very  small 
share  in  the  balance  of  Europe.  For  this 
reason  I  think  there  is  not  tne  least  pre- 
tence. Sir,  for  keeping  up  a  standing  army 
on'  account  of  the  situation  of  affitirs 
abroad;   that  pretence  being  eftctually 
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removed  by  the  sudden  grovth  o£  the 
MuBcovite  power,  from  whom  we  have 
nothing  to  fear,  either  on  account  of  their 
situation  or  interest.     So  that.  Sir,  the 
reasons  why  we  are  to  keep  the  proposed 
'  number  up,  must  be  of  a  domestic  nature. 
And  indeed,  iTI  were  convinced  that  they 
were  of  the  least  use  in  enabling  the^  civil 
magistrate  to  put  the  laws  in  execution,  I 
•hould  give  my  vote  without  hesitation  for 
the  present  motion.    But,  Sir,  when  I  see 
the  people  of  all  ranks  to  averse  to  a  law 
which  was  thie  onlv  means  left  by  which 
the  legidatnre  could  prevent  a  total  de- 
generacy of  their  morals,  and  the  absolute 
ruin  of  their  health ;  when  I  see  they  value 
themselves  upon  murdering  the  persons  by 
whose  information    alone   the  offenders 
against  that  law  can  be  convicted;    and 
^en  I  see  that  our  regular  forces  have 
been  of  no  use  in  suppressing  those  dis- 
orders ;  I  am  inclined  to  suspect,  Sir,  that 
the  infection  has  spread  into  the  army  it- 
self.   I  am  the  more  apt  to  believe  this. 
Sir,  because  I  had  it  lately  from  good 
hands  ;  that  many  of  the  soldiers  actually 
were  disguised  among  the  mob  who  mur- 
dered these  poor  men,  and  were  very  in- 
strumental in  the  riots.    If  this  infection 
should  proceed  farther,  Sir,  we  have  rea- 
son to  rear  that  our  army  will  soon  be  as 
obstinately  disobedient  to  the  civil  magis- 
trate as  our  people  are,and  this  must  pro- 
.  duce  worse  consequences  than  any  gen- 
tleman has  yet  mentioned.     It  may  be 
urged,  that  soldiers  being  subjected  to  the 
mmtary  laws,  dare  not  attempt  to  oppose 
the  wiU  of  their  superiors ;  but  why  snould 
we  expect  from  them  a  greater  deference 
to  their  officers  than  from  the  people  to 
the  justices.    And  give  me  leave  to  say, 
Sir,  that  a  mutiny  of  the  army  is  more 
dangerous  than  a  mob  of  the  people,  for 
this  plain  reason,  that  the  pimishment 
which  attends  the  one  is  but  light,  when 
compared  with  what  is  inflicted  on  the 
other.     If  one  or  two  of  the  ringleaders 
of  a  mob  are  made  examples.  Sir,  the  jus- 
tice of  their  countiy  is  satisfied ;   but  the 
mardal  law  inflicts  the  pain  of  death  upon 
every  man  who  is  concerned  in  a  mutmy. 
For  this  reason,  soldiers  once  engaged  in 
a  mutiny  will  be  more  obstinate  and  re- 
fractory   than  -  other   people  ;    because, 
though  they  should  lay  down  their  arms, 
their  lives  are  forfeited ;  so  that  their  real 
safety  lies  in  persevering  in  their  rebellion. 
Therefore,  I  think  it  is  against  the  rules  of 
good  pdicy«  Sir,  for  us  to  keep  up  a  body 
of  SDffOf  who  veiy  probaUy  $n  taints 
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with  that  spirit  of  disobedience  that  bai 
gone  abroaa  amongst  our  people,  and  firam 
whom  there  is  nothing  so  bad  but  what  we 
have  to  fear,8hould  tms  ^iritbduoethein 
to  throw  off  the  allegiance  due  to  thenrso- 
periors. 

Thus  fieu*,  Sir,  I  am  of  the  same  side  oT 
the  question  with  my  worthy  iHend  who 
sits  over  u;ainst  me.  But  I  wish  the  same 
hon.  genwman  had  explained  some  ex- 
pressions which  he  dropped  with  regard 
to  the  law  I  have  just  now  taken  tl^  fa- 
berty  to  mention.  I  am  neither  ashamed 
nor  afiraid  to  say,  that  I  had  a  mat  hand 
m  getting  that  law  passed;  and  I  think, 
though  we  had  even  paid  the  sum  for  it, 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  has  mentioDed, 
we  bought  it  oieap;  for  it  was  paying 
70,000/. for  insuring thehealth and  strength 
of  a  whole  people.  As  for  the  inconveni- 
ences that  may  arise  from  the  execution 
of  this  law,  I  am  sensible  there  are  several ; 
but,  Sir,  I  believe  as  few  as  ever  attended 
the  execution  of  a  law,  so  unpopular,  and 
at  the  same  time  so  necessary.  However, 
if  the  further  consideration  of  that  law 
should  come  before  us,  as  I  believe,  Sir,  it 
soon  may,  1  shall  very  willingly  codgut 
with  any  motion  that  can  put  us  in  a  way 
of  making  it  less  subject  to  abuse.  In  the 
mean  time  I  am  of  opinion.  Sir,  that  it  will 
^eatly  contribute  to  the  safety  of  our  con- 
stitution, and  the  reformation  of  mannen 
amongst  the  common  people,  if  we  agree 
to  the  proposed  reduction. 

Mr.  Joseph  Danvers  said : 

Sir ;  We  have  had  a  great  deal  oi  de- 
bate this  night  about  the  constitution  and 
government  of  this  and  other  liations ;  and 
Uiere  is  no  question.  Sir,  but  there  arc 
many  difierent  ones  in  the  world.  But  I 
believe  the  people  of  Great  Britain  are  go* 
vemed  by  a  power  that  never  was  h^ 
of  as  a  supreme  authority  in  any  age  or 
country  before.  .  This  power,  ^ir,  does 
not  consist  in  the  absdute  will  of  the 
prince,  in  the  direction  of  parliament,  in 
the  strength  of  an  army,  in  the  influen<^ 
of  the  clergy;  neither,  Sh:,  is  it  a  petti- 
coat  government:  but.  Sir,  it  is  the  go- 
vernment of  the  press.  The  stuff  which 
our  weekly  news-papers  are  filled  with,  a 
received  with  greater  reverence  than  acta 
of  parliament;  and  the  sentiments  of  one 
of  these  scribblers  have  more  weight  with 
the  multitude  than  the  opinion  of  the  best 
politician  in  the  kmgdonk  This  is  the 
tru«  reason,  Sir,  why  prudence  obliges  ua 
to  agree  t#  the  keqpuig  up  the  number  oc 
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forces  that  was  first  proposed.    For  my 

own  party  it  is  very  well  known  that  I  hate 
a  Standiog  Army  as  I  hate  the  devil :  but, 
hateful  as  it  is,  I  do  not  know  how  we 
could  live  without  it.  And  if  the  proposed 
reductioa  were  to  take  placcy  the  first 
thing  I  should  do,  would  be  to  shut  up 
house  in  the  country,  and  come  and  ]iv6 
near  justice  Deveil ;  for  I  do  not  sec  that 
aoj  man  is  safe,  unless  he  lives  cither  near 
bim,  or  in  a  barrack. 

Some  ^ntlemen  have  been  at  great 
pains  to  ridicule  the  fears  of  the  Pretender 
as  bemg  chimerical ;  but.  Sir,  I  have  let- 
tars  in  my  pocket,  which  roust  convince 
ereiy  in^partial  person,  that  we  have  more 
to  fear  from  the  Jacobite  faction,  than 
some  gentlemen  seem  to  believe  we  have. 
Therefore,  Sir,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  enter 
into  the  particulars  of  an  impudent  trea- 
sonable proceeding,  that  happened  within 
these  few  days  within  the  town  of  Leices- 
ter. On  the  first  day.  Sir,  of  this  very 
Rumthy  several  papers  were  found  posted 
up  H'itliin  that  town,  containing  die  most 
impudent  and  treasonable  insults  upon  his 
Majesty  and  the  government,  that  I  be- 
lieve,  were  ever  yet  committed  at  a  time 
vhen  there  was  no  open  rebellion  in  the 
nation.  They  contained  no  less,  Sir,  than 
an  idarm  to  the  people,  in  favour  of  the 
Pretender,  and  imported  a  resolution  of 
^rodainiinghim  the  10th  of  June;  which, 
t>ir,  hy  the  way,  is  his  birth-day.  After  an 
bsuJt  of  this  nature.  Sir,  committed  in  de- 
fiance of  the  government,  in  a  country 
town,  will  any  mah  say  that  we  have  no- 
thing to  fear  from  the  Jacobite  faction  ? 
Or  can  we  imagine  that  the  authors  of 
these  treasonable  libels  have  no  abettors 
in  the  country  '?  They  have,  Sir,  I  am 
afoid,  but  too  many,  and  were  our  reffu- 
W  forces  to  be  reauced,  I  believe  tney 
▼ould  have  more  still;  and  they  would 
soon  come  from  threatening  to  acting. 
The  question,  then.  Sir,  among  the  popu- 
^e,  would  not  be,  who  is  for  me  King,  or 
vho  is  for  the  Pretender  ?  They  would 
only  ask,  Who  is  for,  or  who  is  against  the 
government?  And  every  man,  Sir,  who 
«bould  act  against  the  government,  be  his 
motive,  ambition,  disgust,  disappointment, 
principle,  revenge,  or  any  otner  cause 
whatever,  such  a  man.  Sir,  would  be  sure 
to  have  them  for  his  friends ;  for  it  is  re- 
commendation enough  to  them,  if  he  is  an 
enemy  to  the  government,  no  matter  to 
*hom  he  is  a  friend.  Therefore,  Sir,  I 
wink  the  safety  of  the  oation,  at  present, 


Upon  the^  report  which  was  made  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  next  day 
to  the  House,  the  Estimate  for  the  Regi- 
ment to  be  sent  to  Georgia  wbs  objected 
to,  by  some  gentlemen  ni^io  spoke  in  the 
foregoing  debate  against  the  iiesolutioD, 
upon  this  occasion. 

Colonel  Mordaunt  said : 

Sir;  I  am  surprised  to  find  that  soma 
gentlemen  do  not  distinguish  between  the 
army  now  proposed  to  be  kept  up,  and  that 
sort  of  Standing  Armies  which  the  Whigs 
in  former  reigns  spoke  and  wrote  so  much 
against.  The  Wnigs,  it  is  true,  have  al- 
ways  been  against  keeping  up  Standing 
Armies  in  time  of  peace  by  the  sole  autho- 
rity of  the  King,  and  without  consent  of  par- 
liament ;  but  no  Whig  ever  said  that  it  wait 
inconsistent  with,  or  that  it  wouldbe  dange- 
rous to  our  constitution,  to  keep  a  few  regu- 
lar troops  in  pay  for  one  year,  in  case  the 
parliament  should  upon  mature  deliberation 
conclude,  that  such  a  thing  was  necessary 
either  for  the  securing  the  peace  and  quiet 
of  the  nation  against  the  secret  designs  of 
foreign  or  domestic  enemies,  or  for  giving 
weight  to  an^  foreign  negotiation  our  go- 
vernment might  then  have  upon  the  car- 
pet. This,  1  say.  Sir,  no  Wtiig  ever  op- 
posed; and  for  this  reason,  the  worck, 
*•  urdess  it  be  with  consent  of  parliament,' 
were  inserted  in  the  declaration  of  oat 
rights  and  liberties,  which  was,  presented 
to  the  then  prince  and  nrfncess  oi  Orange 
at  the  Revolution,  ana  which  may  pro- 
perly be  called  the  second  Magna  Qharta 
of  this  nation. 

If  the  Whigs  of  those  days  had  been  of 
the  same  opinion  which  some  gentlemen 
seem  now  to  be  of ;  if  they  had  thought 
that  the  keeping  up  an  armv^of  any  kind, 
or  for  any  time,  was  inconsistent  with  our 
constitution,  that  article  in  the  declaration 
would  certainly  have  stood  thus :  <<  That 
the  raising  or  keeping  a  Standing  Army 
within  the  kingdom,  in  time  of  peace,  is. 
against  law :"  and  I  must  leave  to  gentle- 
men to  consider  whether  such  a  declara- 
tion would  not  have  been  in  itself  ridicu- 
lous ?  For  my  own  part,  I  must  be  of  opi- 
nion, that  it  would  have  been  a  little 
inconsistent  with  common  sense  to  have 
declared,  that  an  army  kept  up  by  the  au- 
thority, and  with  the  conFent  of  King, 
Lords,  and  Commons',  was  an  anny  kept 
up  against  law )  for  it  would,  in  my  opi- 
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hloQy  be  the  same  wFth  declaring,  that  a 
law  agreed  to  by  all  the  branches  of  our 
legislature  was  iMinst  law.  ThiS)  Sir,  the 
Whigs  of  those  days  were  sensible  of;  and 
if  they  were  now  alive,  they  would  be  far 
from  pretending  to  say,  that  it  was  incon- 
sistent with  the  principles  of  a  true  Whig, 
to  give  his  vote  for  keeping  up,  for  one 
year,  by  authority  of  parliament,  such  a 
immber  of  regular  .troops,  as  he  thought 
absolutely  nectesary  for  the  public  good 
of  the  kingdom. 

I  have  always  sloried.  Sir,  in  being 
thought  a  Whig;  Inope  1  shall  never,  by 
my  TOhaviour,  either  in  this  House  or  with- 
out doors,  ^ve  the  least  occasion  to  the 
world  to  think  otherwise  of  me ;  and  for 
this  very  reason  I  am  for  keeping  up  an 
army,  because  I  think  the  keeping  up  of 
an  army  absolutely  necessary  for  support- 
ing the  Whig  interest,  and  preserving  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  the  people.  In  every 
fispute  that  has  happened  of  late  years 
about  our  army,  I  nave  looked  upon  the 
question  to  be  chiefly,  whether  Whig  or 
Tory  should  prevail  ?  And  as  I  have  al- 
wa3rs  thought,  as  I  believe,  every  unpreju- 
diced Whig  in  the  kingdom  thinks,  that  if 
tihe  ftt^iy  should  be  disbanded,  or  very 
much  reduced,  the  Tory  interest  would 
prtvail ;  therefore  I  have  generally  been 
against  such  reductions,  and  always  shall 
be  extremely  cautious  of  agreeing  to  any 
such  proposition.  Nay,  i  am  so  firmly 
attached  to  the  Whig  interest,  that  if  I 
should  think  four  times  the  number  of 
troops  absolutdy  necessary  for  supporting 
that  interest,  I  would  be  for  keepmg  up  a 
Standing  Army  four  times  as  numerous  as 
Ihat  we  have  now  on  foot. 

That  there  are  discontents  among  the 
people.  Sir,  and  that  those  discontents  are 
too  eeaeral,  I  shall  readily  agree  ;  but 
whewer  thejr  are  owing  to  disaffection,  I 
^hall  not  pretend  to  determine:  I  am 
sure  they  are  not  owing  to  reason ; 
for  there  is  no  country  m  the  world 
where  the  liberties  and  properties  of 
the  subject  are  more  sacredly  preserved, 
nor  are  there  any  subjects  who  pay  less 
for  the  ease  and  security  they  enjoy,  than 
the  subjects  of  this  kingdom ;  but  there 
are  some  men  who  seem  to  think  they 
ought  to  pay  nothing,  nor  be  at  any 
trouble,  for  preserving  to  themselves  the 
blessings  of  peace  and  security.  To  please 
such  men,  or  to.  prevent  their  being  dis- 
satisfied, is  impossible;  for  government 
must  always  be  expensive :  Some  must  be 
employed  for  managing  and  trai^^acting 


Debate  in  the  Commons 


[m 


the  ai&irs  of  the  society,  and  some  mm 
now  and  then  expose  tliemselves  to  dan- 
ger for  the  defence  of  the  society ;  and  it 
IS  both  reasonable  and  necessary,  that 
those  who  spend  their  whole  time,  or  a 
great  part  of  tlieir  time,  in  governmenl 
affairs,  as  well  as  those  who  venture  their 
lives  for  the  preservation  of  others,  should 
be  rewarded  oy  those,  who  by  their  means 
are  enabled  to  prosecute  their  own  private 
affidrs  with  safety,  and  without  interrup- 
tion. There  are  other  men,  and  these 
not  a  few,  who  are  so  fond  of  novelty  and 
change,  that  they  are  continually  wisliinj 
for  public  convulsions  and  revolutions : 
Such  men  are  of  so  odd  a  temper,  that  lliey 
become  dissatisfied  with  the  security  the? 
enjoy,  and  a  long  uninterrupted  course  of 
public  happiness  renders  them  complctelj 
miserable  ;  and  there  are  others,  who 
never  can  be  pleased,  unless  they  We 
the  intire  direction  of  all  public  afikirs ; 
therefore  when  they  are  not  employed,  and 
chiefly  employed,  they  are  continually 
spreading  virulent  libels,  and  seditioui 
pamphlets  against  those  that  are,  by  which 
means  many  unwary  persons  are  caught, 
and  are  made  to  believe,  that  the  nation 
is  ruined  and  undone,  though  every  man 
in  the  nation,  who  is  tolerably  frugal  and 
industrious,  finds  himself  in  an  easy  and 
thriving  condition.  These  are  three  oC 
the  causes  of  those  discontents  that  prevail 
at  present  among  the  People ;  and  if  to 
these  we  add  downright  disanection,  which 
I  am  afraid  is  much  more  general  tlian 
some  gentlemen  iraagme,  I  believe  we 
may  account  for  all  our  discontents,  with- 
out loading  our  government  with  being  the 
cause  of  any  of  them,  except  those  of  the 
second  sort  I  have  mentioned  ;  for  to  the 
wise  and  steady  conduct  of  our  govern- 
ment, we  must  attribute  the  long  and  un- 
interrupted public  happiness  we  have  en- 
joyed, and  consequently  the  dissatisfaction 
of  ail  those,  who  are  fond  of  novelties  and 
changes. 

But,  Sir,  let  the  cause  of  our  discon- 
tents be  what  it  will,  they  are  so  general, 
that  if  it  wore  not  for  our  army,  I  am  con- 
vinced our  present  establishment  would  be 
in  great  danger  of  being  overturned  ;  I 
am  convinced  his  Majesty  could  not  live  in 
safety  in  St.  James's  palace  ;  nay,  I  doubfe 
if  our  present  royal  family  could  remain 
three  days  in  the  kingdom:  Therefore,  as 
a  Standing  Army  is  at  present  absolutely 
necessary  for  preserving  our  happy  es- 
tablishment, for  the  security  of  our  royal 
family,  and  for  defending  his  Majesty'i^ 
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person,  no  geDtleman,  who  has  a  true 
regard  for  any  of  the  three,  can  be 
against  keeping  up  a  Standing  Army  by 
authority  of  parliament,  at  least  for  this 
ensuing  year ;  and  as  lam  convinced,  that 
a  lea  number  of  regular  troops  than  we 
have  at  present,  .will  not  be  sufficient  for 
these  great  endf ,  I  must  be  against  the 
reduction  proposed,  or  any  reduction  tliat 
can  ha  proposed  at  present 

I  say,  Su-,  I  am  now  against  any  reduc- 
tion that  can  be  proposed  ;  for  though  I 
do  not  tbink  we  can  now  with  safety  make 
the  least  reduction  of  our  army,  yet  in  a 
few  years,  perhaps  next  session,  I  may  be 
of  a  different  opinion.  I  shall  always 
think. tliat  we  ought  never  to  keep  a 
greater  number  of  troops  in  pay,  than  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  preserving  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  people  ;  but 
my  way  of  thinking  in  this  respect  does 
not  proceed  from  any  apprehen«:ions  I  axQ 
under,  that  an  army  kept  up  in  the  same 
method  as  our  present  army  i^,  can  ever 
be  of  any  dangerous  consequence  to  our 
constituticfu  No,  Sir,  it  proceeds  entirely 
from  the  expence,  whico  necessarily  at- 
tends the  keeping  up  of  a  Standing  Army; 
which  expence  the  people  mu«t  be  loaded 
with ;  and  I  shall  never  be  for  loading 
the  people  with  any  greater  expence,. tlian 
I  thmk  absolutely  necessary  for  their  pre- 
MMvation.  For  this  reason,  I  hope  we 
may  sooq  have  an  opportunity  of  giving 
the  people  a  little  ease,  by  making  a  reduc- 
tion in  our  army  ;  because  I  am  of  the 
same  t^plnion  with  my  honourable  friend 
near  me :  t  believe  tlie  disaffection,  which 
1  take  to  be  the  chief  cause  pf  our  present 
discontents,  will  diminish  by  oegrees, 
nay,  I  hope  it  will  in  a  fe\v  years  totally 
evanish ;  and  if  there  were  no  considerable 
disafiection,  nor  any  great  number  of  Ja- 
cobites in  the  kingdom,  I  api  convincea  a 
much  smaller  nuxnber  of  troops  than  what 
we  have  noYi  on  foot,  would  be  sufficient 
for  keeping  in  awe  those  men,  who  are 
discontent^  o^y  because  they  are  not 
employed,  and  also  those  who  are  fond  of 
chtfiges  apd  revolutions,  as  well  as  those 
vho  are  so  unreasonable  as  to  expect  that 
their  lives,  liberties,  and  fortunes,  should 
be  preserved,  without  their  being  ever 
obliged  to  ^xpose  tjiemselves  to  any  dan- 
ger, or  to  put  themselves  to  any  trouble 
or  ^pence,  on  that  account. 

When  the  disaffected  party  beconies  in- 
considerable, I^,.diall  with  pleasure.  Sir, 
five  my  consent  for  making  a  reduction 
m  oij|r  aqny ;  but  un^  then  X  cannot  agree 


to  it ;  aod  I  must  say,  I  can  never  sup-', 
pose  the  disaffected  party  inconsiderable, 
as  lon^  as  I  see  the  discontented  numer- 
ous, without  an  apparent  cause  for  such  a 
general  discontent,  from  "Sotne  notorious 
oppressions  or  malversations  m  our  admi- 
nistration ;  ^or  unless  some  cause  be  evi- 
dent, I  shall  always  believe  that  most  of 
those  who  appear  discontented,  are  really 
disaffected.  As  I  must  look  upon  such  a 
discontent  as  incurable,  I  shall  always  be 
for  treating  those  that  are  under  it  m  theT 
same  way  with  incurables  of  another  sort,' 
that  is,  by  putting  it  out  of  their  power  to 
do  mischiet ;  which  can  be  done  only  by 
keeping  up  a  sufficient  number  of  regular 
troops. 

But  even  suppose.  Sir,  that  the  discon- 
tents of  the  people  proceeded  from  notb- 
rious  oppressions  or  malversations  in  our 
government:  surely,  no  gentleman  will 
say  our  army  ought  to  be  reduced  before 
tliose  discontents  are  removed  in  a  proper 
and  legal  way ;  because,  by  so  doing,  you 
would  encourage  your  people  to  take  ven^ 
geapce  of  those  tnat  had  mjured  them  ip 
a  riotous  and  tumultuous  manner,  whicH 
is  a  metliod  of  doing  justice,  that  I  am 
sure  ought  not  to  be  encouraged  in  ant 
well  regulated  society.  Jn  such  a  case* 
the  only  prudent  method  we  could  take,  is 
that  wnich  is  prescribed  to  us  by  our 
happy  constitution,  I  mean  that  of  a  par- 
liamentary enquiry ;  and  after  you  have 
satisfied  your  people  by  bringing  tha 
guilty  to  condign  punishment,  in  ajegal 
and  parliamentary  method,  you  might 
tnen  with  safety  venture  to  make  a  reduc- 
tion of  your  army. 

Thus,  Sir,  if  tnere  are  such  discontents 
in.the  nation,  as  the  gentlemen  of  the  other 
side  of  the  question  seem  to  think  there 
are,  let  those  discontents  proceed  front 
what  cause  you  will,  the  present  must  ap- 
pear to  be  a  very  improper  season  for 
making  any  reduction  of  your  army ;  am) 
as  to  the  cnarge  of  keeping  up  aboul  6,000 
men  for  one  year  only,  which  is  all  the 
difference  between  us,  tnough  I  shall  grant 
it  is  a  charge  the  nation  ought  not  to  be 
unnecessarily  loaded  with,  yet  it  is  not  so 
great,  as  to  make  any  considerable  addi- 
tion to  the  public  debts  newly  contracted, 
nor  can  it  greatly  prevent  our  being  able 
to  pay  off  the  old;  for  the  difference  as  to 
expence,  between  maintaining  18,000  men, 
and  maintaining  12,000  for  one  year  only, 
does  not  exceed  216,000/.  which  can  mak^ 
no  very  extraordinary  figure  in  the  public 
accounts   of  (bis  jiation,  and  miist  1^ 
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looked  on  as  a  sum  most  wisely  and  firu- 
sally  expended,  because  the  nation  is 
fter^by  insured  against  the  vast  expence, 
.  at  wduM  danger,  the  nation  would  be  put 
to,  by  ah  insurrection  or  invasion,  ^ich 
might  probably  be  the  consequenqe  of  any 
present  reduction  of  our  army. 
.  But  suppose,  Sir,  there  were  no  discon- 
tents or  aisaffection  among  our  people, 
suppose  we  were  in  no  possible  danger  of 
finy  insurrection  or  invasion ;  yet  consi- 
dering fke  present  state  of  bur  foreign 
tffairs,  considering  the  precarious  state  of 
the  peace  now  subsisting  between  Spain 
and  us,  and  the  many  grounds  of  quarrel 
we  have  with  that  nation,  I  must  think  it 
would  b^  very  imprudent  in  us,  at  present, 
to  make  any  reduction  of  our  regular 
troops ;  for  Uie  regard  a  nation  meets  with 
in  all  foreign  negotiations,  very  much 
depends  upon  the  opinion  foreigners  have 
of  ner  power ;  and  that  opinion  now  de- 
pends chiefly  upon  the  number  of  regular 
troops  she  has  in  her  pay*  None  ^  our 
neighbours  put  any  trust  m  their  own  mi- 
litia, and  therefore  it  cannot  be  supposed 
they  have  any  regard  for  ours,  or  that 
they  would  shew  us  any  respect  on  account 
of  our  militia,  were  it  in  a  much  better  con- 
dition than  it  is  in  at  present,  or  were  it  in 
as  good  a  condition  as  any  militia  can  be 
put  in.  For  this  reason,  to  the  end  that 
this  nation  may  have  its  due  weight  in  all 
foreign  negotiations,  we  ought  uways  to 
keep  up  a  good  body  of  regular  troops ; 
and  particularly  at  present,  if  we  have  a 
xnina  to .  obtain  any  redress  from  Spain, 
we  ought  not  to  reduce  any  part  of  our 
army;  for  that  redress  must  pe  obtained 
either  by  negotiation  or  by  force  of  arms : 
if  we  propose  to  obtain  it  by  negotiation, 
a  reduction  of  our  army  would  diminish 
the  weiffht  of  any  negotiation  we  can  carry 
on  for  that  purpose ;  and  if  we  propose, 
or  should  be  obliged,  to  make  use  offeree 
for  obtaining  it,  we  must  rather  add  to 
than  diminish  our  array.  From  all  which 
I  must  conclude,  that  at  present  it  would 
be  highly  imprudent  in  us  to  make  any  re- 
duction, especially  such  a  considerable 
reduction  as  ip  now  proposed. 

Lord  Polwarth*  spoke  to  this  effect : 

Sir;  I  am  sorry  to  find  the  opinions  of 
oar  Whig  ancestors,  about  Standing  Ar- 
mies, so  much  mistaken  as  they  seeip  to  be 
by  some  gentlemen  who  have  spoke  in 
this  debate  ;  for  with  respect  to  the  effects 

*  Afterwards  Earl  of  Msrchmont. 


or  consequences  of  a  Standing  Army,  le 
win  appear  that  our  ancestors  thought 
there  was  no  difference,  between  a  Stand- 
ing Army  kept  up  without  the  authority 
ofa  Parliament,  and  a  Standing  Army,  or 
a  land  force,  as  the  courtiers  affectcxl  to 
call  it,  kept  up  from  year  to  year  by  the 
authority  of  Parliament.  I  shall  grant, 
that  before  the  Revolution  all  our  di^utei 
about  Standing  Armies,  related  to  such  ai 
were  kept  up  by  tlie  sole  authority  of  the 
king,  and  without  consent  of  parliament: 
for  before  that  time  no  Whig  supposed 
that  a  free  parliament  would  ever  give 
their  consent  to  the  keeping  up  of  a  Stand- 
ing Armywithin  the  kmgdpm  in  time  of 
peace.  '  This  was  the  true  reason  for  their 
agreeing  to  the  inserting  those  words, 
«  unless  it  be  with  consent  of  Parliament," 
in  the  declaration  of  our  rights  and  liber- 
ties. By  these  words  they  thought  they 
could  not  in  the  least  derogate  from  cur 
security,  against  the  keeping  up  a  Stand- 
ing Army  m  time  of  peace ;  because  they 
could  not  suppose  that  a  free  Parliament 
would  ever  consent  to  any  such  thin£ :  but 
if  they  had  foreseen  or  imagined,  that 
somemture  Parliament  might  be  prevailed 
on  to  give  their  consent  to  the  keeping  up 
ofa  Standmc  Army  in  time  of  peace,  that 
article  in  the  declaration  of  our  rights 
and  liberties,  would  certainly  have  been 
drav/n  up  in  such  terms  as  not  to  admit  of 
any  sucn  exception.  They  would  not 
have  said,  that  the  raising  or  keeping  up 
a  Standing  Army  within  the  kingdom,  in 
time  of  peace,  is  against  law ;  because  the 
expression  would  have  been  improper, 
and  such  as  could  tiot  have  been  made  use 
of  by  any  man  who  understood  our  lan- 
guage ;  but  they  might,  and  would  have 
said,  that  the  raising  or  keeping  up  a 
Standing  Army  within  the  kmgdom,  in 
time  of  peace,  is  inconsistent  with  our 
constitution  ;  for  though  a  law  agreed  to 
by  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  cannot 
be  said  to  be  against  law,  yet  it  may  be, 
and  may  properly  be  said  to  be,  incon- 
sistent with  our  constitution.  If  in  some 
future  ambitious  reign,  and  during  the 
course  of  a  corrupt  and  dependent  Par- 
liament, our  King,  Lords,  and  Commons, 
should  agree  to  a  law  for  vesting  an  abso- 
lute power  in  the  King,  such  a  law  could 
not  be  said  to  be  against  a  law ;  bu^  surely 
such  a  law  might  properly  be  said  to  be 
inconsistent  with  our  constitution. 

I  shall  not  say.  Sir,  that  the  passmg  of 
a  law  for  providing  our  king  with  such  a 
Standing  Army,  as  may  be  sufficient  fot 
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enabling  him  to  aKume  an  arbitrary  power 
vrhenerer  he  pleases,  is  a  law  of  this 
nature;  because  I  am  not  of  opinion  with 
Mr.  Hobbes,  that  power  gives  right ;  but 
I  must  be  of  opinion,  that  he  who  gives 
another  man  power  lo  take  his  right  from 
him,  may  in  some  measure  be  said  to  give 
up  his  n^fat ;  for  right  is  seldom  of  any 
signification  i^nit  a  power  that  cannot 
be  resisted ;  and  a  Standing  Army  kept 
up  from  year  to  year,  by  auuority  of  Par- 
iiament,  is  certainly  as  irresistible,  and 
conseguentlr  as  inconsistent  with  the  pre- 
servation of  our  rights  and  liberties,  as  a 
Standing  Army  kept  up  from  year  to  ]^ear 
without  any  such  authority.  The  distinc- 
tion between  these  two  sorts  of  Standing 
Armies,  is  a  distinction  which  could  not  be 
made,  nor  ever  was  made,  in  Uiis  kingdom, 
till  the  year  1697:  then,  indeed,  the 
courtiers,  who  were  for  obtaining  the  con- 
sent cyT  Parliament  to  the  keeping  up  of  a 
Standing  Army  in  time  of  peace,  found  out 
this  distinction ;  for  I  must  observe,  that 
in  all  reigns,  courtiers  seem  to  have  been 
pretty  quick  at  finding  a  distinction  with- 
out a  difference ;  but  when  I  reflect  upon 
tlie  transactions  of  that  year,  I  am  ex- 
tremely surprized  to  hear  any  ffentlenmn 
affirm,  that  no  Whig  ever  said,  Uiat  it  was 
inconsistent  with,  or  that  it  would  be  dan- 
gerous to,  our  constitution,  to  keep  a  few 
regular  troops  in  pay  for  one  year,  in  case 
the  Plarliament  should  give  their  consent. 
Was  not  this  the  very  question  then  in 
dispute  I  And  did  not  all  the  true  Whigs 
range  themselves  upon  the  affirmative  side 
of  the  question  ?  Did  not  they  all,  both  in 
their  speeches  and  writing,  affirm,  that 
the  keeping  up  of  a  Standmg  Army  from 
year  to  year,  whether  with  or  without  the 
consent  of  Parliament,  would  he  of  the 
most  dangerous  consequence  to  our  con- 
stitution ?  They  did  not  then  say  that  the 
Parliament  ought  not  to  consent  to  the 
keeping  up  a  Standing  Army  in  time  of 
peace,  because  we  were  then  under  no  ne- 
cessity for  so  doing;  but  they  said  we 
never  could  be  under  any  such  necessity ; 
because  the  danger  we  subjected  ourselves 
to,  by  keeping  up  a  Standing  Army  in 
time  of  peace,  was  greater,  and  more  to 
be  dreaded,  Uian  any  other  danger  we 
could  ever  be  exposed  to. 

This,  Sir,  will  appear  from  the  whole 
tenor  and  spirit  of  the  pamphlets  that  were 
wrote  by  the  staunch  Whigs  upon  that  oc- 
casion ;  particularly  from  the  two  Argu- 
ments against  a  Standing  Army,  published 
in  the  year  16979  ^'^  8<^d  to  hare  been 


wrote  by  a  gentleman,  whom  all  the  world 
must  allow  to  have  been  a  true  Whig,  and 
an  honest  man ;  I  mean  the  late  Mr. 
Trenchard,  who  in  one  of  tlicse  pamphlets 
expressly  says,  that  an  authorized  Stand«« 
ing  Army  (meaning  an  Army  kept  up  by 
authority  of  Pariiament)  is  worse  than  a 
foreign  invasion,  and  conquest  from  abroad. 
This,  Sir,  he  not  only  gives  as  his  own 
opinion,  but  he  gives  very  substantial 
reasons  for  supporting  his  opmion.  That 
honest  gentleman  was  in  mc  same  case 
with  many  gentlemen  now  in  this  House: 
he  could  not  disliiiguish,  at  least  he  could 
find  but  very  £ttfe  difierence,  between  a 
Standing  Army  kept  up  by  authority  of 
Parliament,  and  a  Standing  Army- kept  up 
without  any  such  authority ;  for  he  says, 
the  Army  kept  up  by  the  late  king  James 
were  aids  ana  instruments  of  arbitrary  go- 
vermnent,  without  any  legal  authority,  and 
therefore  might  have  been  resisted  and  re- 
moved as  a  nuisance,  as  soon  as  the  nation 
found  itself  able  ;  and  an  Army  kept  up 
by  authority  of  Parliament,  he  likewise 
calls  aids  and  instruments  of  arbitrary  go- 
vernment; but,  says  he,  they  are  legal 
instruments,  and  therefore  may  enslave  us 
by  authority;  nor  can  they  be  resisted, 
because  they  can  plead  our  own  act  and 
deed  agunst  us.  So  that  in  this  gentle* 
man's  opinion,  a  Standing  Army  kept  up 
by  authority  of  Parliament,  is  worse  than 
a  Standing  Army  kept  up  without  any 
such  authority ;  and  therefore,  if  he  were 
still  alive,  we  may  suppose  he  would  insist 
upon  its  being  inconsistent  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  a  true  Whi^,  to  give  his  vote  in 
Farliament  for  keeping  up  a  Standing 
Army,  but  for  one  year ;  for  he  then  fore- 
told what  we  have  since  in  part  found  by 
experience  to  be  true,  that  by  the  parlia- 
ment's giving  its  consent  for  keeping  up  a 
Standing  Army  in  time  of  peace,  but  for 
one  year,  the  courtiers  always  mean  a 
consent  for  keeping  it  up  in  secula  seou'> 
loTunim 

Having  thus.  Sir,  shewn  the  true  senti- 
ments ofue  old  Whigs,  and  by  that  means 
justified  their  memory  against  what  I  take 
to  be  an  aspersion  thrown  upon  their  un- 
derstanding, 1  must  now  endeavour  to  vin- 
dicate the  present  Whiff  interest,  by  shew- 
ing the  impropriety  of  that  compliment, 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  has  been  pleased 
to  pass  upon  the  Tories.  He  has  told  us^ 
that  a  Standing  Army  is  necessary  for 
preserving  the  Whig  interest,  and  tnat  if 
our  army  should  be  disbanded,  or  very 
much  reduced^  the  Tory  interest  would 
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certainly  prevails  God  forbid.  Sir,  it 
should  be  so !  for  if  it  ^ecf  ,  I  am  sure  I 
«liould  very  soon  beoome  a  Tory ;  but  I 
differ  so  much  from  the  hon.  ^ntleman, 
^t  I  am  convinced  the  Whig  interest 
never  will  be  supported  by  an  army,  nor 
can  the  Tory  interest  be  supported  by  any 
other  means.  This  is  my  opinion;  but 
as  he  and  I  probably  differ  extremely  in 
what  we  call  the  Whig  and  die  Tory  in- 
terest, I  must  explain  what  I  mean  by 
them,  and  what  sort  of  gentlemen  ought, 
in  my  opinion,  to  be  caljed  Whigs  or  To- 
ries. The  Whig  interest  I  take  to  be  that 
party  of  men  in  the  kingdom,  who  have  a 
^ue  respect  to  the  antient  powers  and  pre-* 
negatives  of" the  crown,  but  think  that  they 
ought  always  to  be  made  subservient  to 
the  public  good,  and  that  they  are  bound- 
ed by  the  rights  smd  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple :  The  To^  interest,  again,  I  take  to 
be  tl^t  party  of  men  in  die  kingdom,  who 
have  such  a  veneration  for  the  powers  and 
prerogatives  of  the  crown,  as  to  think, 
that  the  public  good  may  sometimes  be 
|uade  subservient  to  them,  and  that  they 
can  be  bounded  by  nothing  but  the  plea- 
sure of  the  I^ing  and  his  ministers.  In 
flhort,  the  former  is  the  party  that  sets  up 
&r  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  without  en- 
cro^ing  upon  any  power  or  prerogadve 
the  crown  can  jusdy  claim ;  the  latter  is 
that  which  sets  up  for  giving  such  a  loose 
to  the  powers  and  prerogatives  of  die 
crown,  as  to  leave  no  Uberty  to  the  subject. 
Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  call  4  man  a  Wliig 
or  Tory  from  his  behaviour  twenty,  a 
dozen,  or  half  a  dozen  years  ago:  I  give 
every  man  the  denomination  of  Whig  or 
Tory  according  to  his  present  behaviour. 
If  a  man  set  out  in  die  nrst  part  of  his  life 
with  the  diaracter  of  a  Tory,  and  acted  as 
such  for  several  years,  yet  if  he  now  ap- 
pears in  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  opposes 
everv  scheme  that  he  thinks  may  tend  to- 
irards  the  establishment  of  arbitrary  power, 
I  must  call  such  man  a  Whig,  and  while 
he  behaves  ix\  the  same  manner,  I  shall 
always  suppose  him  to  be  in  the  Whig  in- 
terest. On  the  other  hand,  suppose  a 
man  to  have  been  twenty  years  since,  or 
but  one  year  smce,  one  of  the  most  zealous 
assertors  of  liberty  in  ,the  kingdom,  yet  if 
J  find  that  he  is  now  a  sanguine  supporter 
of  prerogative,  and  ready  to  contrive  or 
i^ree  to  any  scheme  that  may  tend  to  in- 
crease the  power  of  the  crown,  I  must  call 
such  a  man  a  Tor j^,  and  I  must  call  tliat 
interest  which  he  is  engaged  in,  the  Tory 
JMtersst.    3ut  I  am  apt  %o  »amp^t  ttot 
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my  honourable  firieud  calls  this  the  W\ia^ 
interest,  and  if  so,  I  shall  veadily  agree 
with  him,  that  what  he  calls  the  \Yhi2  in« 
terest,  being  that  which  I  call  the  Tory 
interest,  cannot  be  supported  without  a 
Standing  Army.  This  may  be  a  prevail- 
ing argumeAt  with  him  for  being  against 
any  r^ucdon,  but  it  is  an  argument  that 
has  a  c|uite  different  influence  with  me; 
for  I  thmk  no  interest,  nor  any  party  of 
men,  ought  to  be  supported,  if  a  dtaadiog 
Army  becomes  necessaiv  for  their  sup: 
port. 

I  come  now.  Sir,  to  an  argument  which 
I  mendon  with  regret.  I  am  sorry  to  hear 
it  said  by  any  gendeman  in  this  House, 
that  because  the  people  of  this  nation  are 
discontented,  therefore  they  must  be  op- 
pressed; for  whatever  other  gentlemeo 
may  think,  I  take  this  to  be  the  truemean- 
ing  of  the  argument,  when  tliey  say,  that 
because  the  people  are  discontented,  there- 
fore a  numerous  Standing  Army  must  be 
kept  up  for  keeping  them  in  obedieQce, 
To  jusdfy  their  making  use  of  this  argu- 
ment, we  are  told,  that  the  present  dis- 
contents amoii^  the  people  are  chiedj 
owing  to  disaroction.  It  this  were  the 
case,  I  must  confess  I  should  be  under  a 
very  perplexing  dilemma  between  the 
regard  I  have  for  the  illustrious  family 
now  upon  the  throne,  and  the  regard 
I  have  for  the  liberties  of  my  couatiy; 
but  thank  God!  this  is  far  from  be- 
ing die  case ;  there  is  not  the  least  pre* 
tence  for  saying  that  any  of  our  present 
discontents  are  owing  to  disaffection,  be- 
cause in  all  the  riots  and  tumults  we  have 
lately  had,  there  has  not  been  the  ka£t 
muttering  heard  against  the  King,  nor  the 
least  indignity  offered,  no  not  so  much  as 
to  any  servant  belonging  to  the  royal  fa- 
mily ;  and  if  any  of  these  mobs  or  riots 
had  proceeded  from  disaffecdon,  if  the 
people  had  been  spirited  up  by  Jacobites, 
if  they  had  been  governed  by  any  sort  (a 
Jacobite  principles,  or  if  they  had  enter- 
tained in  their  nearts  any  sort  of  rancour, 
malice,  or  disaffection  against  the  royal 
family,  we  cannot  suppose  them  such  po- 
Uticians ,  or  that  they  would  have  put  sucb 
a  restraint  upon  dieir  private  sentiments, 
as  not  to  shew  the  least  sign  of  them  upon 
such  occasions. 

This  shews,  Sir,  how  groundless  it  is  Jo 
pretend  that  our  present  royal  femjly  could 
not  remain  three  days  in£ngland,ii  it  were 
not  for  our  regular  troops,  especially  th^ 
suchaAumerous  StandiiiAnny  aswehave 
iat  preaeuty  ^  i^ecesftwy  fi^r  defeodiog  P^ 
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Itfajes^s person  from  insults  or  dangers.' 
Ko,  Sir,  whatever  may  be  the  cade  of 
come  oi  those  who  are  near  St.  James's 
I^ace,  I  am  sure  his  Majesty  and  all  the 
rest  of  the  royal  family  might  remain  at 
St  James's  FUace,  or  any  other  part  of 
die  kingdom,  in  the  utmost  safety,  though 
nether  of  them  had  any  such  thing  as  that 
hofT  called  a  soldier  to  attend  them.  Of 
this  now  we  have  a  glaring  proof  every 
<iaj  before  our  eyes.  His  royal  highness 
the  Prince  of  Wales  has  at  present  no 
guards  to  attend  him :  he  passes  every  day 
to  and  ^  in  the  streets  of  London,  and 
travels  every  where  about  London,  with- 
out so  mucQ  as  one  soldier  to  guard  him : 
nay,  he  has  not  so  much  as  one  centry 
tipon  his  house  in  St  James's  Square; 
and  jet  his  Royal  Highness  lives,  I  be- 
lieve, in  as  great  security  at  his  house  in 
iii  James's  Sauare,  without  one  centry  to 
guard  him,  as  nis  Majesty  can  be  supposed 
to  do  m  St  James's  Palace  with  atl  the 
guards  about  him. 

Sir  Thomas  Sandersen  said : 

Sir;  I  seldom  give  this  House  the 
trouble  of  hearing  what;  I  can  say  upon 
any  question  that  happens  to  be  betore 
them;  but  sometimes  the  spirit  moves, 
and  then  I  must  out  with  it  However, 
tbou^h  I  am  at  present  moved  by  a  sort 
of  spirit,  yet  I  cannot  pretend  it  is  a  spirit 
of  prq)hecy:  I  cannot  pretend  to  tell 
what  mH  happen  twenty  years  hence,  or 
under  any  future  administration:  I  havB 
not  so  much  foresight ;  nor  have  I  hove  so 
iliarp  an  eye  towards  any  future  adminis- 
tmion,  as  some  gentlemen  seem  to  have 
who  have  spoke  before  me  in  this  debate. 
^Tiether  any  Aiture  administration  will 
think  a  greater  tiumber  of  regular  troops 
necessary  than  we  have  at  present,  is  what 
I  shall  not  pretend  to  determine ;  but  ^is 
1  may  venture  to  foretell,  that  no  future 
administration  will  think  a  less  nimiber 
i5cc€8sary ;  and  if  I  live  to  see  a  new  ad- 
niinistration,  I  may  happen  to  see  some  of 
^ose  gentlemen,  who  have  this  day  ar- 
gued so  strenuously  against  the  present 
iiumber,  then  argumg  as  strenuously  for 
^^ing  up  a  greater  number. 
,  Those  who  call  themselves  Whigs,  are, 
indeed,  the  only  persons  who  can,  with 
An?  confidence,  argue  against  a  Standii^ 
Army ;  for  if  any  noted  Tory,  or  suspected 
Jacobite,  should  arffue  agamst  our  keep- 
^  up  a  few  regular  troops  by  authority 
Jl  parliament^  it  would  be  easy  to  answer 
'^   Every  man  woul4  couipare  him  to 


the  At  man,Vho  muttered  arid  complained 
against  the  c^owd,  whi^h  he  himself  wal 
the  principal  cause  of;  but  I  wish  those 
Whigs  who  now  argue  against  a  Standing 
Army,  would  consider  what  they  have 
been,  or  what  they  may  be.  If  the  Jour- 
nab  of  this  House  had  been  exactly  taken, 
and  religiously  preserved,  Wo  not  know 
but  it  might  have  been  found,  that  some  of 
them  are  now  making  use  of  the  arguments; 
which  they  themselves  have  formerly  with 
great  strength  of  reason  Ircfutcd ;  and 
others  may,  for  what  they  know,  be  laying 
themselves  under  very  great  dtffictHlties ; 
for  they  may  perhaps  be  now  laying  h 
foundation  for  bringing  their  own  author 
rity  against  their  Future  opfnion.  It  m 
true,  a  man  may  change  his  opinion ;  but 
whatever  cause  he  may  find  from  a  change 
in  his  own  circumstanced,  he  may  pcrhapli 
find  it  hard  to  give  a  reason  for  changing 
his  opinion  from  any  change  in  the  nature 
of  thmgs,  or  in  the  circumstances  of  this 
nation ;  and  no  man  will  then  chuse,  I  be- 
lieve, to  say,  that  he  is  how  for  a  Standing 
Army,  because  he  is  a  minister,  and  wai 
formerly  against  it  because  he  was  not 

But,  Sir,  of  all  those  who  haVe  this  day 
declared  themselves  against  a  Stan^ng 
Army,  I  am  surprized  at  those  who  af^ 
called  by  the  patriots,  placemen.  I  Unofr 
they  call  us  so  by  way  of  contempt  ^,  1h* 
whatever  they  think,  I  shall  never  be 
ashttned  of  serving  my  countiy,  in  itnf 
post  the  crown  pleases  to  put  me  in,  n«(1r 
can  I  look  upon  it  as  a  discredit  to  have  ah 
honour  conrerred  upon  me,  by  what  even 
the  patriots  themselves  must  allow  to  be 
the  only  fountain  of  honour  in  this  nation. 
I  am  convinced  all  placemen  are  of  niy 
opuiion,  and  I  am'  surprized  to  hear  any 
placemen  arguing  in  favour  of  a  reduction 
of  the  army;  for  we,  who  have  commis- 
sions in  the  army,  must  be  allowed  to  be 
placem^  as  well  as  others;  and  if  the 
spirit  of  reducing  shpuld  prevail,  with  re- 
spect to  military  placemen,  our  civil  place- 
men would  do  well  to  look  to  thtoselves, 
for  many  of  our  civil  posts  may  be  taught 
as  dangerous  and  as  useless  as  most  of  our 
military :  nay,  I  do  not  know  but  this  spirit 
may  at  last  attack  our  established  church, 
by  reducing  all  t}ie  useless  ecclesiastical 
posts  in  the  kingdom;  in  whidi  case  I  do 
not  know  but  it  mi^ht  with  some  reaso^i 
be  sftid,  the  church  is  in  danger.  It  ^ia 
commonly  said,  that  two  of  a  trade  can 
never  agree ;  and  yet  we  find  it  is  natural 
for  all  tnose  of  a  trade'to  unite  together, 
and  to'  form  a  sort  of  society  for  their  na- 
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tual  support ;  I  think  we  placemen  ought 
to  do  tne  same:  though  we  sometimes 
fall  out  about  which  of  us  shall  have  the 
•  better  place ;  yet  when  die  places  them* 
aelves  are  attacked,  we  ought  to  unite  to- 
gether foi^  supporting  the  craft. 

I  have  been  long  conversant  among  sol- 
diers. Sir,  and  I  must  say,  I  could  never 
find  they  were  kss  reasonable  creatures, 
or  more  fond  of  arbitrary  power,  than 
other  men ;  therefore  1  must  presume,  that 
they  will  always  be  as  zealous  for  support- 
ing our  constitution  as  any  other  set  of 
men  in  the  kaasdom ;  and,  I  caimot  think 
a  man's  recei^ng  pay  as  a  soldier,  will 
make  him  less  zealous  than  he  woidd  be 
i£  he  were  to  receive  none.  Therefore,  I 
can  never  think  our  constitution  will  be  in 
any  danger  from  a  regular  army  of  our  own 
subiects ;  and  those  who  stand  the  brunt 
while  their  country  is  in  danger,  certainly 
deserve  some  reward  after  the  danger  has 
been  repelled,  and  peace  restored  to  their 
country,  by  their  means ;  for  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  saicf,  that  the  pay  a  soldier  receives 
while  the  war  continues,  is  to  be  looked  on 
as  a  reward  for  his  services ;  it  is  given 
•only  as  a  subsistence ;  his  reward  he  must 
expect  from  the  gratitude  of  hb  countty, 
if  ne  lives  to  see  an  end  of  the  war.  In 
kingdoms  or  states  that  have  but  small 
territories,  their  wars  seldom  last  long,  nor 
have  their  armies  far  to  inarch,  so  that  they 
can  easily  send  out  one  army,  or  one  body 
of  men,  to  relieve  another;  therefore, 
their  whole  people  march  out  by  turns,  and 
every  man  of  the  society  has  nis  propor- 
iionsMe  share  of  the  fatigue  and  danger 
of  the  war;  for  this  reason,  no  man  can 
expect  any  extraordinary  reward,  because 
no  man  performs  any  extraordinary  ser- 
vice ;  but  when  the  dominions  of  a  king- 
dom or  state  become  extensive,  their  wars 
last  long,  and  are  at  such  a  distance,  that 
one  army  cannot  be  sent  out  to  relieve 
another ;  one  part  of  the  society,  or  one 
certain  body  of  men,  are  therefore  em- 
ployed to  carry  on  the  war,  while  most  of 
the  rest,  even  during  the  war,  enjoy  all  the 
blessings  of  peace ;  for  this  reason  it  is  but 
just,  that  those  who  are  employed  as  sol- 
diers, should  be  subsisted  during  the  war, 
and  that,  after  peace  is  restored,  they 
should  receive  some  reward,  for  the  extra- 
ordinary services  thev  have  performed. 
This  has  always  made,  and  always  will 
make.  Standing  Armies  necessary,  in  all 
states  or  kingdoms,  whose  dominions  are 
extensive.  Therefore,  to  turn  all  soldie^ps 
adriftf  as  soon  as  by  tbei^  valour  they  haf  e 
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restored  peace  to  their  country,  would,  is 
my  omnion,  be  umust,  and,  I  tnmk,  I  may 
say,  tne  height  of  ingratitude.  It  would 
verify  a  little  epigram  I  have  heard,  which 
I  shall  not  repeat,  because  some  gentlemen 
mi^  think  it  irreligious;  but  the  purport 
of  it  is,  that  our  b^aviour  towaros  a  sol- 
dier, is  the  same  with  that  which  is  too 
often  our  beliaviour  towards  God:  they 
are  both  foigotten,  as  soon  as  the  danger 
is  over. 

Mr.  WUliam  Pitt  spoke  as  follows: 

'  Sir ;  If  the  question  nowgbefore  us  wen 
not  an  af&ir  of  too  serious  a  nature,  It 
would  be  extremely  easy  to  be  witty  upon 
it,  especially  as  the  hon.  gentlemau  who 
spoke  last  has  given  us  so  good  a  handle: 
but,  I  must  confess,  it  seems  to  me  of  so 
much  importance  with  respect  to  our  cod- 
stitution,  and  the  happiness  of  our  country, 
that  I  cannot,  and  I  think  no  gentleman 
ought  to  make  himself  merry  upon  such 
an  occasion ;  for  though  the  preservation 
of  our  constitution  were  no  way  concerned, 
yet  the  loading  of  our  people  with  an  ad* 
ditional  expence  of  2  or  300,00(V.  is,  is 
my  opinion,  an  affair  of  too  affecting  a  na* 
ture  to  be  treated  in  a  ludicrous  manner. 
As  to  wliat  tlie  hon.  gentleman  has  been 
pleased  to  say  about  those  he  calls  place- 
men, I  shall  agree  that,  if  they  were  to  be 
directed  in  their  opinions  by  the  phices 
they  possess,  they  might  perhaps  unite  for 
the  support  of  one  another,  against  the 
common  good  of  the  society ;  but  1  hope 
none  of  them  are  under  any  such  direction ; 
I  am  sure  the  hon.  gentleman  himself  » 
not,  and  therefore  1  am  convinced  he  is 
not  serious,  when  he  talks  of  being  sur* 
prised  at  any  placeman's  declaring  for  a 
reduction  of  our  army ;  for,  of  all  men, 
those  who  enjoy  any  places  of  profit  under 
our  government,  ought  to  be  tlie  most 
cautious  of  loading  the  people  with  any 
unnecessary  tax  or  expence;  because,  as 
the  place  they  possess  generally  brings 
them  in  more  tlian  their  share  of  all  our 
taxes  can  amount  to,  it  may  be  properly 
said,  that  by  consenting  to  any  article  ol 
public  expence,  they  lay  a  load  upon 
others  which  they  themselves  bear  no 
share  of* 

I  must  look  upon  myself.  Sir,  as  i 
placeman,  as  well  as  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  spoke  last :  I  am  in  the  service  of  om 
of  the  branches  of  the  royal  finnily,  a«^ 
think  it  my  honoiu*  to  be  so ;  but  I  shoulu 
not  think  it,  if  I  were  not  as  free  to  giv< 
mj  opinion  upon  any  question  tbat  hap< 
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pens  in  this  House,  as  I  was  before  I  had 
any  such  place  ;  and,  I  believe,  from  the 
bebaTiour  of  gentlemen,  upon  this  very 
occasion,  it  wiU  appear,  Uiat  all  those  who 
are  in  the  same  service  with  me,  are  in 
the  same  state  of  freedom ;   because  I  be- 
lieve, they  will,  upon  the  question  now 
before  us,  appear  to  be  of  different  opi- 
nions.   But  there  is  another  set  of  place- 
men, whose  behaviour  surprises  me  not  a 
htile ;    because,  upon  every  question  that 
occurs  relating  to  public  luEsurs,  they  are 
always  unanimous ;    and  I  confess,  it  is  to 
me  a  little  astonishing,  that  2  or  300  gen- 
demen  should,  by  an  unaccountable  sort 
of  unanimity,  always  agree  in  opinion  upon 
the  many  difterent  sorts  of  questions  that 
occur  yearly,  and  that  not  for  one,  but  for 
several  years  together.     I  am  convinced 
this  surprising  unanimity  does  not  proceed 
from  any  enect  of  the  places  they  have 
under  the  crown ;    for  if  it  did,  a  man's 
being  possessed  of  any  place  under  the 
crown^  would,  in  such  a  case,  I  am  sure, 
tie  an  infallible  reason  for  the  people  not 
to  trust  him  with  tlie  preservation  of  their 
Uberties,  or  the  dispensation  of  their  pro- 
perties in  parliament. 

Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  Tories  and  suspected 
Jaoobtt^  I  am  surprised  to  hear  any  com- 
parison made  between  them  and  the  fistt 
man  in  the  crowd :  there  are  so  few  of 
either  in  the  kingdom,  that  I  am  sure  they 
can  give  no  man  an  occasion  for  being 
a&aid  of  them,  and  therefore  there  is  not 
ilie  least  shadow  of  reason  for  saying,  they 
are  the  occasion  of  our  being  obbged  to 
keep  up  such  a  numerous  Standing  Army. 
The  army,  indeed,  or  rather  those  who 
have  been  the  chief  advocates  for  our 
keeping  up  such  a  numerous  standing 
army,  may  properly  be  conapared  to  the 
&t  man  in  tne  crowd ;  for  tlie  keeping  up 
of  such  an  army  is  the  chief  cause  of^our 
discontents,  and  those  discontents  are  now, 
we  find,  made  the  chief  pretence  for 
keeping  up  such  a  numerous  army.  Re- 
move therefore  but  the  army,  or  a  consi- 
derable part  *!^  it,  and  the  crowd,  or  the 
di^ontents  you  complain  of,  will  cease. 
The  consequences,  it  is  true,  may  be  fatal 
to  some  of  those,  who  have  been  tihe  causes 
of  loading  the  nation  so  long  with  such  an 
unnecessary  expence ;  but  no  honest  man, 
I  am  sure,  will  think  that  their  safe^  is  tp 
tie  Dut  in  the  balance,  with  the  satismctien 
ofme  people,  and  the  safety  of  the  nation. 

I  come  now.  Sir,  to  the  only  argument 
thehon.  gentleman  made  use  of,  which 
wadmit  ofaserioiBi  conwdenttiQBi  ttd 


if  our  army  were  entirely,  or  but  generally^ 
composed  of  old  veterans,  inur^  to  the 
fatigues  and  the  dangers  of  wai',  and  such 
as  had  oflen  ventured  their  lives  against 
the  enemies  of  their  country,  I  confess  the 
argument  would  have  a  great  deal  of 
weight ;  hut  considerinr  the  circumstances 
of  our  present  anny,  I  can  hardly  think 
my  hon.  friend  was  serious,  when  he  made 
use  of  such  an  argument.  As  for  tlie  offi- 
cers of  the  army,  they  are  quite  out  qI[  the 
c|uestion ;  for  in  case  of  a  reduction,  there 
is  a  handsome  provision  for  every  one  of 
them :  no  man  can  doubt,  nor  would  any 
man  oppose,  their  being  all  put  upon  half 
pay ;  and  I  must  observe  that  our  half  pay 
IS  better,  or  as  good  as  full  pay,  1  believe^ 
in  any  other  country  of  Europe ;  for  in 
the  method  our  army  is  now  kept  up,  I 
could  shew  by  calculation,  that  it  costs  the 
nation  more  than  would  maintain  three 
times  the  number  of  men,  either  in  France 
or  (jermany.  And  as  for  the  soldiers,  I 
believe  it  may  be  said  of  at  least  three 
fourths  of  them,  that  they  never  under- 
went any  fatigue  except  that  of  a  review^ 
nor  were  ever  exposed  to  any  danger  ex- 
cept in  apprehending  smugglers  or  dis- 
persing mobs ;  therefore  I  must  think  they 
nave  no  claim  for  any  greater  reward  than 
the  pay  they  have  alreadjr  received,  nor 
should  I  think  we  were  guilty  of  the  least 
ingratitude,  if  they  were  all  turned  adrift 
to-morrow  morning. 

But  suppose.  Sir,  the  soldiers  of  ou^ 
army  were  all  such  as  had  served  a  cam- 
paign or  two  against  a  public  enemy ;  is  it 
from  hence  to  be  inferred^  that  they  must 
for  ever  afler  live  idly,  aod  be  maintained, 
at  the  expence  of  their  country,  and  that 
in  such  a  manner,  as  to  be  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  their  country?  At  thia 
rate,  if  a  man  has  but  once  ventured  hia 
life  in  the  service  of  his  country,  he  must 
for  ever  af\er  be  not  only  a  burthen,  but  a 
terror  to  his  country.  Tills,  Sir,  would 
be  a  sort  of  reward,  whicli  I  am  sur«  no 
brave  soldier  would  accept  of,  nor  any  ho- 
nest one  desire.  That  we  should  shew  ^ 
proper  gratitude  to  those  who  have  ven- 
tured their  lives  in  the  service  of  their 
country,  is  what  I  shall  readily  acknow- 
ledge; but  this  gratitude  ought  to  h% 
shewn  in  such  a  way,  as  not  to  be  dan« 
gerous  to  the  liberties,  nbr  too  burthen- 
some  to  the  people  of  our  country ;  an4 
therefore,  after  a  war  is  at  an  end^  if  n 
soldier  can  provide  for  himself,  either  by 
his  labour,  or  by  means  of  his  own  private 
fortime,  he  ought  AOt  to  expect^  a&d|  it 
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he  b  not  of  a  mercenary  dispoatkniy  he 
wiU  «com  to  receive  any  otner  reward, 
than  that  which  consists  in  the  peculiar 
honours  and,  privileges  that  may  and  ought 
to  be  conferred  upon  him,  by  the  esta- 
blished laws  of  his  country. 

That  we  ought  to  shew  a  proper  grati- 
tude, that  we  ought  to  give  a  proper  re- 
sard  to  every  man,  who  has  ventured  his 
ufe  in  the  cause  of  his  country,  is  what  I 
am  sure  no  gentleman  will  deny:  but 
when  I  have  said  this.  Sir,  I  cannot  help 
observing  how  defective  our  laws  and 
customs  are  in  this  respect.  Is  not  this 
an  unanswerable  arsument  for  establishing 
this  gratitude,  and  ascertaining  this  re- 
ward, by  a  public  law  >  Yet  as  the  laws 
BOW  stand,  an  old  o£Bcer,  a  man  who  has 
often  ventured  his  life,  and  often  spilt 
his  blood,  in  the  service  of  his  country, 
may  be  chsmissed,  and  reduced,  perhaps, 
to  a  starving  condition,  at  the  arbitrary 
will  and  pleasure,  perhaps  at  the  whim  of 
a  favourite  minister ;  so  that  by  the  pre- 
sent establishment  of  our  army,  uie  reward 
of  a  soldier  seems  not  to  depend  upon 
the  services  done  io  his  coqntry,  but  upon 
the  services  he  does  to  those  who  happen 
to  be  the  favourite  ministers  at  the  time. 
Must  not  this,  Sir,  be  allowed  to  be  a  de- 
fect in  the,  present  establishment  of  our 
army  ?  And  yet  when  a  law  was  proposed 
lor  removing  this  defect,  we  may  remem- 
ber what  reception  it  met  with,  even  from 
those  who  now  insist  so  highly  upon  the 
gratitude  we  ought  to  shew  to  the  gentle- 
men of  our  army. 

The.  question  heing  put,  the  motion  was 
rejected :  Noes  249,  Yeas,  164.  So  the 
Resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  a  Petition  for 
the  Repair  of  the  Collegiate  Church  of 
Westminster.^  Feb.  16.  Lord  Sundon 
acquainted  the  Commons,  that  he  had  a 
Petition  in  his  hand  from  the  dean  and 
chapter  of  Westminster.  Upon  which  he 
opened  the  nature  of  the  Petition,  and  sir 
Robert  Walpole,  by  his  Majesty's  com- 
,  mand,  acquamted  the  House,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty being  informed  of  the  contents  of  the 
said '  Petition,  recommended  it  to  their 
consideration. 

Then  the  said  Petition  was  brought  up 
and  read^  setting  forth,  **  That  said  Colle- 
eiate  Church  came  into  the  hands  of  the 
first  dean  and  chapter  unfinished,  and  by 
length  of  time  and  badness  of  the  mate- 
rials, became  so  ruinous,  that  in  the  8th 
and^th  of  William  S,  in  regard  to  ita  being 


of  ancient  and  royal  foundatioo,.aii  a&imal 
sum  for  a  certain  term  of  years,  was  granted 
by  parliament  fov  repainng  the  same,  on- 
der  the  direction  of  the  Chancellor  of.  the 
Exchequer,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the 
King's-Bench,  and  the  dean  of  /Weetmin- 
ster,  who  were  appointed  commissioBen 
for  that  purpose :  and  that  by  an  act  passed 
in  the  9th  of  queen  Anne,  a  sum  of  4)000^ 
per  annum  for  a  certain  term  of  years  was 
granted  to  the  said  commissioners,  towaids 
repairing  and  finishing  the  said  collegiate 
church  and  the  chupels  of  the  same;  and 
that  in  order  to  the  mushing  it,  as  directed 
by  parliament,  sir  Christopher  Wren,  then 
the  surveyor,  formed  the  design  of  erect- 
ing a  spire  in  the  middle  tower,  a  model  of 
which  ne  then  prepared,  and  a  draught  of 
which,  widi  the  rest  of  the  intended  budd* 
ing,  was  laid  before  this  House,  the  last 
session  of  parliament ;  and  that  by  acts 
passed  in  the  6th,  7th,  8th,  and  10th, 
of  his  presoit  Majesty,  the  several  sums 
of  4flOOl:  each  year,  have  been  issued 
and  applied  towmb  carrying  on  the  said 
works:   and  an  account  how  the  same 
has  been  expended,  has  been  annually 
laid  before  this  House,  and  that  all  the 
monies  granted  as  aforesaid  being  ex.- 
pended,  the  said  works  are  now  at  a 
stand,  which  the  Petitioners  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  this  House,  acknowledg* 
ing  the  favours  already  conferred  on  the 
said  Collegiate  Church,  as  well  by  the  pre- 
sent as  by  the  former  parliaments,  and 
praying  for  the  continuance  thereof." 

After  which  lord  Sundon  moved,  That 
Uie  said  Petition  be  refen^  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  consider 
fiirther  of  the  supply  sranted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty. He  was  seconded  by  sir  Willitfn 
Yonge,  and  then 

Sir  Thomas  Aston  spoke  thus : 

Sir;  T  remember  a  rtoi^  that  was  told 
of  a  great  fSenrourite  of  king  Charles  the  2nd. 
This  gentleman,  who  was  a  true  cavalier, 
foueht  for  the  father,  and  was  banished 
with  the  son,  whom  he  attended  all  the 
time  of  his  exile.  Upon  the  restoration  of 
the  royal  family  he  Btill  continued  to  foNow 
his  master's  fortune,  but  never  minded  his 
own;  until  his  continual  attendance  at 
court,  his  giving  into  all  the  fiishionable 
expences  of  the  times,  and  the  figure  which 
his  intimacy  with  his  Maiesty  ohiiged  him 
to  support,  at  last  exhausted  every  shilling 
of  his  estate.  But  such  was  the  j?entie* 
man's  modesty,  (a  virtiie,  you  wul  sa/i 
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wery  tsrefy  to  be  met  with  in  the  fkfoutite 
of  a  monarch)  that  he  never  made  one  so- 
licitatkm  in  bis  own  behalf,  though  he  had 
many  opportunities  of  doing  it.  At  last 
the  king,  being  informed  of  his  circum- 
stancea,  took  occasion  one  day,  as  the 
gentleman  was  soliciting  a  post  for  one  of 
his  friendsy  to  tell  hira,  **  Sir,  says  he,  you 
have  been  a  very  faithful  and  a  very  con- 
stant servant  to  me ;  I  have  had  great  sa- 
tisfaction in  your  company  without  your 
b^Dg  a  shilling  the  better  for  me,  though 
I  am  persuaded  your  estate  has  suffered 
considerably  in  my  service.  As  you  are  a 
man  of  sense,  and  fit  for  business,,  why  do 
you  not  ask  something  for  yourself?" 
The  gentleman  made  no  other  return  to 
his  Majesty  at  that  time  but  a  profound 
^cknowledl^ment  of  the  honour  he  had  re- 
cefved,  by  his  Majesty's  being  so  mindful  of 
him;  but  some  time  after,  being  all  alone 
with  the  king;  Pray,  Sir,  says  he  to  his 
Majesty,  be  so  good  as  to  lend  me  half  a 
crown.  Half  a  crown !  answers  the  king, 
what  So  you  mean  ?  if  you  have  occasion 
for  ff  larg^  sum,  you  may  have  it.  No, 
no,  replies  the  gentleman,  this  small  piece 
does  vety  well  to  begin  with ;  for  I  have 
olbeo  observed,  that  once  put  you  in  the 
way  of  giring,  it  is  easy  to  keep  you  in  it, 
ana  then  you  do  not  care  how  much  you 
give« — Though  this  story,  Sir,  especially 
as  to  the  modesty  of  the  petitioner,  may 
not  in  every  reispect  be  parallel^  to  the  case 
BOW  befo^  us;  yet  I  think  there  is  some- 
thing in  the  giving  humour  of  the  monarch 
pretty  applicable  to  our  conduct  on  former 
^casions  of  this  nature.  The  sum.  Sir, 
that  was  originally  asked  for,  and  granted, 
for  purposes  mentioned  in  this  Petition, 
could  have  made  no  great  figure  in  the 
public  accounts,  had  we  stopt  there ;  but 
an  accumulation  of  that  sum.  Sir,  from 
time  to  time,  obtained  when  we  were  in 
the  giving  humour,  would  make,  I  think, 
no  despicable  article,  if  applied  towards 
the  discbarge  of  4ome  part  of  the  national 
debt.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  think  we  should 
rather  stop  now  than  later ;  and  I  hope  this 
Petition  will  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Win-dey  spoke  to  the  following 
effect: 

%;  Thouffhl  have  a  tfloM  profound 
fespect  for  vke  dean  aiid  chapter,  and 
riiould  be  glad  to  see  our  churches  make  a 
figure  becoming  the  grandeur  df  his  Ma- 
jesty and  this  nation ;  yet,  I  own,  I  cannot 
i^rove  that  the  dispMd  of  the  partia- 

'  'i%t)tttt]rfiirdiat^piBf^aMriM>uidbe 


mtirely  in  the  hands  of  the  clergy.  I  do 
not  speak  this  as  if  they  were  capable  of 
misapplying  any  part  of  it ;  but  merely 
from  my  having  so  great  a  respect  for  that 
venerable  body,  that  I  am  unwilling  they 
should  be  buraened  with  atay  other  cares 
besides  those  of  their  function,  which  are 
many  and  weighty.  I  am  therefore,  Sir, 
surprised  that  the  honourable  person  who 
brought  up  the  Petition,  shoula  appear  so 
pressmg  for  us  to  grant  it ;  since  it  is  cer- 
tain we  cannot  do  it  without  nutting  these 
good  men  to  veiy  great  trouble.  The  over- 
seeing of  a  work,  Sir,  that  co^ts  4,000L 
every  year,  takes  up  no  small  part  6f  a  man's 
time ;  and  though  some  laymen  are  joined 
in  the  commission  for  managing  this  bountVi 
vet  we  know  the  fktigue  of  it  is  intirely 
left  to  the  reverend  clergy.  Now,  Sir, 
this  is  an  injustice  done  not'  only  to  them 
but  to  the  laity  also,  who  must  suffer 
greatly  by  their  spiritual  guides  having  so 
many  avocations  from  the  duties  ef  their 
functions ;  besides.  Sir,  we  are  to  consider, 
that  die  way  of  life  in  which  these  re^ 
verend  persons  have  been  educated,  givei 
them  no  opportunity  of  knowing  the  prices 
and  materials  of  working  men,  or  of  fbrm«> 
in^  a  right  judgment  upon  the  sUfBcIenc]^ 
oi^their  work ;  both  which  are  very  neces- 
sary qualifications  in  the  overseers  of  a 
business  of  this  nature :  so  that  I  dare 
say,  Sir,  the  reverend  gentlemen  will  think 
themselves  highly  obliged  to  this  House 
if  we  should  ease  them  of  that  trouble;  and 
this  upon  a  double  account  I^rst,  as 
they  will  have  more  leisure  for  looking 
after  their  spiritual  concerns,  which,  to 
such  disinterested  good  men  as  they  are,  is 
a  most  invaluable  blessing,  and  secondly, 
as  we  can  put  the  inspection  of  the  work 
into  hands  who  will  take  care  to  have  it 
done  to  the  best  advantage,  and  at  the  least 
expence.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  am  for  letting 
this  Petition  lie  upon  the  table  till  a  lay 
commission  for  overseeing  the  execution 
of  the  work  is  made  out. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  said  next: 

Sir;  I  am  entirely  of  the  hon.  gende* 
man's  mind  who  spoke  first,  in  thinking 
that  mere  money  has  been  expended  upoQ 
the  desire  of  this  pedtion  than  peihans 
the  parliament  expected  when  the^  maae 
the  first  grant  for  this  purpose.  But  that, 
Sir,  is  the  very  reason,  why,  in  my  opinion, 
we  ought  to  agree  to  the  petition  ;  for  it 
would  be  very  absurd  in  uB,.afler  the  great 
expetabe  the  nation  has  been  at  on  this  ae* 
eeunfi'if'w^  AMfi  leave  the yrcA'\aA' 
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churdiet  to  be  baiit.    But,  Sir,  in  m^ 

Siimon^  it  is  as  worthy  the  digni^  of  thn 
dase  to  preserve  and  adorn  thu  old 
ohurch,  as  it  was  to  build  fifty  new  ones. 
Give  me  leave  likewise  to  say.  Sir,  that 
this  petition  would  not  have  met  with  half 
the  opposition  it  has,  had  it  been  offered 
for  the  reparation  of  any  building  but  a 
church. 

As  to  the  fears  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
spoke  last  is  under,  lest  the  petitioners 
should  claim  that  in  time  as  a  nght  which 
is  now  only  an  indulgence,  I  think  the 
parliament  fully  answered  that  objection 
two  or  three  years  ago ;  for  I  remember, 
Sir,  that  when  this  Petition  was  presented, 
the  parliament  thought  fit  to  reject  it. 
Another  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  ap- 
prehend that  further  additions  would  be 
made  to  the  fabric,  and  such  as  might  in- 
volve us  in  unforeseen  expences.  We 
have  all.  Sir,  seen  the  model  of  the  build- 
ing that  is  designed,  and  we  can  never 
imagine  that  the  reverend  overseers  of  the 
work  will  make  any  additions  to  that  mo- 
del, without  the  approbation  of  this  House. 
And  if  no  additions  are  made  to  the  model 
I  see  no  reason  for  our  apprehending  that 
we  shall  be  put  to  any  extraordinary  ex- 
pence.  The  money  that  has  already  been 
granted  for  this  effect,  has  been  duly  ac- 
counted for  by  the  Petitioners,  and  I 
Bever  have  yet  heard  that  any  objections 
were  made  to  their  accounts ;  on  the  con- 
trary, I  liave  heard  it  often  aiffirmed,  that 
the  money  that  has  been  granted  was  ma- 
naged in  the  most  frngal  manner,  and  to 
the  best  advantage.  When  we  find  that  it 
is  not  so,  it  will  be  time  enough  then  to 
put  the  management  of  tiie  work  into 
otiier  hands,  or  to  withdraw  our  bounty 
entirely.  Th^se  considerations.  Sir,  are, 
I  think,  more  than  sufficient  to  determine 
us  to  come  to  a  resolution  upon  the  motion 
made  by  the  noble  lord  who  brought  up 
the  P^ition  ;  but  there  is  another  consi- 
deration that  I  hope  will  always  have  its 
weight  with  this  House,  and  that.  Sir,  is, 
his  Majesty's  recommendation.  I  think. 
Sir,  it  will  be  treating  his  Majesty  with 
disrespect,  if  we  should  have  no  regard  to 
his  recommendation  in  an  afiair  that  can 
cost  us  so  very  little,  and  which,  though 
it  did  not  come  so  strongly  recommend^, 
is  in  itself  so  highly  reasonable. 

The  question  was  put.  That  the  petition 
be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the 
committee  of  supply  ?  A  division  followed, 
and  the  question  passed  in  the  affirmative. 
V€flflll74.    Koes6K 


Inunediately  after   this  qneiddn  wti 
over, 

Mr.  George  Heathcote  spoke  as  foDows : 

Sir;  As  1  think  that  oAdiliands  it  hsg 
been  agreed  that  it  is  the  intereft  of  the 
reverend  petitioners  that  Westmimter* 
abbey  should  be  finished  and  repaired  ac* 
cording  to  the  draught  of  the  model  laid 
before  this  House  last  session,  and  as  voy 
great  encomiums  have  been  made  upon 
their  inte^t^r  as  well  as  good  maasge- 
ment,  I  think  it  would  be  very  proper  for 
us  to  enquik-e  whether  or  not  some  part  of 
the  revenues  annexed  by  the  foyal 
founders  to  the  Abbey,  have  not  been  al- 
lotted for  the  expences  of  the  fiibnc 
This,  in  my  opmion,  will  hove  a  veiy  good 
effect.  Ist,  it  will  give  us  an  opportunity 
of  doing  justice  to  Uie  integrity  of  the  re* 
verend  petitioners.  2dly,  it  will  be  d 
great  use  to  gentlemen  when  this  afiair 
comes  to  be  settled  in  the  Committee. 
Besides,  Sir,  though  it  should  appear  fron 
the  enquiry  that  no  such  allotment  has 
been  made,  I  think  gentlemen  ou^  to 
make  themselves  judges  how  fiu*  it  is  rea- 
sonable, that  some  part  of  the  large  reve- 
nues enjoyed  by  the  reverend  dean  and 
chapter,  ought  to  be  set  aput  for  these 
purposes.  This,  Sir,  I  think  is  extremelv 
proper,  especialli^  as  nobody  makes  a  shit- 
ling  by  the  fabric  besides  themselves.  I 
likewise  do  not  doubt.  Sir,  but  that  it  will 
appear  iii  the  course  of  this  enquiry,  that 
many  of  the  clergy  have  expendea  hm 
sumift  out  of  their  own  revenues  upon  the 
reparations  and  the  additions  of  thefsbfiCi 
Therefore,  Sir,  I  humbly  move,  **  That  the 
dean  and  chapter  of  Westnimster  prepare 
an  estimate  of  thei  revenues  belonging  to 
the  dean  of  the  church,  dbtinguishmg  tho 
several  appropriations." 

Sir  Robert  JValpole  replied : 

Sir ;  I  own  this  is  the  most  extraordi* 
nary  motion  I  ever  heard  in  this  Hoi»e. 
I  should  be  glad  to  know  how  the  hon. 
gentleman  would  take  it,  if  he  shouM  be 
reouired  to  lay  before  this  House  a  parti- 
cular inventory  of  his  own  estate,  that  bo 
may  receive  directions  from  the  House  m 
what  manner  he  is  to  apply  it :  1  beheve 
the  hon.  gentleman  wbuld  think  it  a  very 
unjustifiable  way  of  proceeding ;  aild  give 
me  leave  to  say,  Sh*,  that  if  such  a  pro- 
ceeding is  unjustifiable  in  cas^  of  P>|^^ 
proper^^  it  is  much  more  so  where  a  bodf 
of  men  upon  a  foundation,,  and  a  royal 
foundation  too,  is  coDcemed.    K«rdit  A 
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Be,  8ir,  hom  we  can  ame  to  to  this  mo- 
ioD  witboat  violating  m  the  rules  of  com- 
MB  jii6ti<«9  a>^<)  shiSdng  the  foundations 
fill  property.  Besides,  Sir,  the  honour- 
Ue  genUeman  does  not  reflect,  that  we 
tt  no  court  of  record,  and  therefore  can- 
0l  Oblige  the  petitioners  to  exhibit  their 
ights  to  these  possessions  before  us.  So 
bit  it  0  not  really  in  our  power  to  come 
»iinr  resolution  upon  this  motion.  And 
r,  ffioald  we  make  a  stretch  in  this  case, 
Aoold  be  very  sorry  to  sit  ini;his  House 
Ue  we  came  to  a  resolution,  that  might 
tie  the  world  reason  to  think,  that  we 
mpeA  to  carry  our  power  farther  than 
ir  jttstice.  There  may,  indeed,  some 
Articular  cases  come  before  us,  in  which 
fk  necessary,  that  one  of  the  parties  ex- 
Irin  or  prove  hia  right  of  possession ;  but 
|^  though  it  seldom  happens,  is  always 

t voluntarily  by  that  party,  that  the 
)  may  more  clearly  comprehend  this 
IR.    And,  Sir,  I  believe  the  hon.  gentle- 

t cannot  find  one  precedent  where  this 
tt  oUiged  a  party  to  submit  to  our 
ibiBent  me  papers  and  securities  by 
iKii  he  or  they  enjoy  their  estates  or 
pesne.  We  have  no  reason  to  doubt, 
k,  that  the  clerey  have  as  good  a  right 
flair  to  what  they  enjoy  as  any  of  us 
l9e  to  our  private  estates :  nor  do  I  think 
III  either  justice  or  reason  oblige  them 
i  lay  out  any  part  of  their  income  upon 

e ring  the  church,  or  upon  these  altera- 
or  additions.  As  for  their  living  by 
b  church,  all  the  clergy  throughout  the 
higdom  live  by  their  churches ;  yet.  Sir, 
^tis  no  reason  that  each  of  them  should 
k  at  the  expcnce  of  repairing  his  respec- 
he  church.  So  tliat,  I  hope,  Sir,  when 
pidemen  consider  the  consequence  of 
Kb  tnotion,  they  will  let  it  drop.  I  dare 
qr,  no  gentleman  suspects  that  I  oppose 
t  from  any  other  motives  than  the 
rinciples  of  common  equity,  which  are 
hrays  agreeable  to  the  maxims  of  good 
^oficy.  There  was,  indeed,  a  time,  when 
)m  fiousC)  and  the  legislature  in  general, 
id  reason  to  be  jealous  of  every  conces- 
ionin  iavour  of  the  clergy  ;  but,*^  Sir,  that 
ct  of  clergy  is  almost  extinct,  and  the 
|naciples  and  actions  which  once  gave  us 
reiy  good  grounds  for  such  a  jealousy, 
we  BOW  almost  entirely  worn  out.  And 
IS  their  successors  behave,  with  that  sub- 
iMMon  and  regard  for  the  government  that 
iecomea  their  character,  I  think.  Sir,  they 
faerre  the  protection  and  indulgence  of 
pttltRment.  I  believe  it  cannot  be  pre- 
tinded  by  gentleoien|.that  since  I  had  the 


honour  to  be  concerned  in  the.administra'* 
tion,  the  qlergy  have  met  with  any  extra* 
ordiriary  indiugence  from  the  government, 
or  that  any  of  the  high-flyers  amongst 
them  have  been  encouraged.  But,  Sir,  I 
must  own,  that  a  petition  from  the  clergy^ 
if  they  act  as  ministers  of  peace,  and  if 
the  petition  is  reasonable  m  itself,  wiD 
never  be  less  agreeable  to  me  because  it  it 
in  favour  of  the  clergy.  I  should  not  have 
troubled  the  House  about  an  affair  which 
I  think  has  taken  up  but  too  much  of  our 
time  already,  had  I  not  perceived  an  un- 
usual spirit  of  opposition  to  this  petition, 
from  gentlemen  whom,  by  their  former 
conduct,  I  never  suspected  as  enemies  to 
the  clergy,  even  in  the  most  exorbitant 
claims,  and  their  most  exalted  Tory  prin* 
ciples. 

Mr.  Ptdteney  said : 

Sir ;  I  am  sorr^  that  I  am  obliged  on 
this  occasion  to  differ  from  the  hon.  gen* 
tleman  who  made  the  motion ;  but  glad  o(^ 
having  one  opportunity  of  speaking  on  the 
same  side  or  the  question  with  my  right 
hon.  firiend  who  sits  by  me.  It  is  certain. 
Sir,  that  it  would  be  a  very  unprecedented 
thing  in  us,  so  much  as  to  pretend  to  make 
any  alteration  in  the  funds  appointed  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  dean  and  chapter. 
It  is  likewise  certain.  Sir,  that  we  cannot 
compel  them  to  make  any  contribution  out 
of  their  private  emoluments,  towards  re« 
pairing  or  finishing  the  church.  A  great 
many  reasons.  Sir,  induce  me  to  be  of 
opinion  that  the  revenues  of  the  church 
cannot  be  better  disposed  of  than  they  air 
ready  are ;  and  one  among  the  rest.  Sir, 
is,  that  the  right  venerable  bishop  is  ground- 
landlord  to  several  very  convenient  lodg« 
ings  there,  extremely  proper,  as  they  are 
so  near  Uie  Parliament  House,  for  hia 
brethren  to  live  in.  So  that  their  coun- 
try. Sir,  is  sure,  on  every  pinch,  and  upon 
the  shortest  warning,  of  their  immediate 
attendance  in  the  parliament.  But,  Sir, 
though  I  think  we  have  no  right  to  oblige 
them  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  this  mo- 
tion, yet  there  are  certain  revenues  which 
arise  from  the  pavement  and  the  walls  of 
the  Abbey.  ITiese  emoluments,  Sir,  1 
think  we  have  a  just  title  to  enquire  after, 
as  the  money  we  grant  is  for  the  sopport 
of  the  fabric ;  and.  Sir,  I  think  they  ought 
to  be  laid  before  us.  I  should  have  been 
very  well  pleased  to  have  complied  with 
the  hon.  gentleman's  motion,  if  the  sum 
petitioned  for  were  to  be  applied  for  the 
support  of  the  clergy.    But  » that  is  ne^ 
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the  case.  Sir,  I  beg  leave  humbly  to  move. 
That  the?dean  and  chapter  of  the  collegiate 
church  of  St.  Peter  Westminster  do  lay 
before  this  House  an  account  of  what  mo- 
ney has  been  received  by  them  for  seven 
years  last  past,  for  breaking  up  ground  in 
the  said  church  or  places  adjacent,  for 
burials,  and  for  erecting  monuments  there, 
and  how  the  said  money  has  been  applied 
by  them  towards  the  repairs  and  finishing 
of  the  said  clmrch  and  edifices  thereunto 
belonging,  for  seven  years  last  pa&t. 

The  said  Account  was  accordingly 
agreed  to. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Reduction  of 
ihe  Army^'\  March  9.  The  Mutiny  Bill 
was  read  a  second  time  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  was  committed  for  the  Tues- 
day following  without  any  debate;  but  as 
9oon  as  it  was  ordered  to  be  committed. 

Lord  Carteret  stood  up,  and  spoke  in 
iubstance  as  follows : 

My  Lords;  When  any  question  hap- 
pens in  this  House,  which  depends  upon 
facts  or  circumstances,  we  are  not  to  judge 
from  common  reports  or  surmises :  in  all 
•uch  cases  we  ought  to  be  determined  by 
nothing  but  parliamentary  knowledge ; 
which  knowledge  must  be  communicated 
to  us  as  a  House  of  Parliament,  and  by 
Aome  proper  authority.  The  question 
now  before  us,  is  a  question  of  this  nature. 
It  is  a  question  which  must  depend  upon 
fiicts  or  circumstances;  for,  I  hope,  no 
man  will,  as  yet,  dare  to  say,  that  a  Stand- 
ing Army  of  18,000  men,  is  a  part  of  our 
constitution  ;  and,  that  the  keeping  up  of 
«uch  a  number  ought  always  to  be  agreed 
to  by  this  House,  without  our  asking  for, 
or  being  able  to  assign  a  reason  ror  so 
doing.  By  the  established  maxims  of  this 
kingdom,  by  what  ought  to  be  an  esta- 
blished maxim  in  every  free  country,  a 
numerous  Standing  Army  is  never  to  be 
kept  up,  nor  ought  this  House  ever  to 
agree  to  the  keeping  up  of  such  a  one, 
without  some  necessity  for  our  being 
obliged  to  submit  to  such  a  dangerous 
expedient ;  and  as  that  necessity  can  pro- 
ceed from  nothing  but  our  circumstances, 
either  abroad  or  at  home,  before  we  agree 
to  the  keeping  up  of  such  an  army,  an  ac- 
count of  those  circumstances  ought  to 
be  communicated  to  us  in  a  parliamentary 
way- 

•  The  whole  of  thisdibateia  taken  from  the 
London  Magmzinc> 
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The  nation,  ray  Lords,  may  soraetimei 
be  in  danger  of  being  attacked  by  a  foreigD 
enemy,  or  our  government  may  be  in  dan- 
ger of  being  overturned  by  a  powerful  and 
seditious  faction  at  home ;  and  sometimes 
we  may  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  ex- 
posed to  both  these  dangers  at  once.  W  hen 
any  of  these  happen  to  be  our  case,  we  are 
to  give  our  consent  to  the  keeping  up  of 
a  body  of  regular  troops ;  and,  their  num* 
ber  ought  always  to  be  in  proportion  to 
the  power  of  that  foreign  enemy,  or  do- 
mestic faction,  from  which  we  have,  at 
that  time,  reason  to  apprehend  mischief. 
But,  in  all  such  cases,  we  are  not  to  allow 
apprehensions  to  take  their  rise  from  pub- 
lic gazettes  and  hackney  news-papers,  or 
from  the  private  information  that  may  be 
whispered  by  one  lord  to  another.  We 
have  a  right  to  be  fully  informed  of  the 
circumstances  which  the  nation  may  then 
happen  to  be  in^  and  till  that  information 
is  laid  before  us  in  a  proper  way,  we  ought 
not  to  load  the  people  with  the  expence, 
or  expose  our  liberties  to  the  danger  of 
keeping  up  a  numerous  standing  army. 

Upon  tnis  occasion,  my  Lords,  I  We 
done  my  duty,  I  have  done  what  every 
member  of  this  House  ought  to  do,  1  have 
carefully  perused  his  Majesty^s  Speech 
from  the  throne,  at  the  beginning  w  the 
session ;  and  upon  that  perusal,  I  had  the 
pleasure  to  see,  that  it  did  not  cootain 
so  much  as  the  least  intimation  of  daoger. 
I  believe  it  is  one  of  the  shortest  and  most 
general,  that  ever  came  from  the  throne ; 
and,  as  I  have  great  confidence  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's wisdom,  penetration,  and  foresight, 
I  must  from  thence  conclude,  we  are  at 
present  in  such  a  happy  situation,  as  not 
to  be  under  the  least  apprehension  of  being 
disturbed  either  by  foreign  or  domestic 
enemies.    I  have  gone  fartiier,  my  Lords, 
I  have  carefully  examined  our  journals 
for  this  session,  and  upon  that  examination, 
I  had  the  satisfaction  to  find,  that  there  it 
no  messa^,  nor  any  answer  from  the 
crown,  which  can  give  us  the  least  ground 
to  believe  we  are  now  in  any  danger.    As 
these,  my  Lords,  are  the  only  methods  I 
can  think  of,  by  which  a  parliamentary 
knowledge  of  our  bping  in  dangerous  cir- 
cumstances can  be  communicated  to  us,  1 
must  think  it  inconsistent  with  the  dignity 
of  this  House  to  presume,  from  any  in- 
formation we  have  had  from  public  news- 
papers or  private  whispers,  that  we  arc  UJ 
such  circumstances ;  and  without  such  a 
presumption,  no  member  of  this  Hoiwe 
can  agree  to  the  k^ping  i^  of  astaoouig 
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army  of  18,000  men,  onlewlie  thinks,  that 
such  aa  tmy  oo^  to  be  kept  op,  even 
when  the  nation  is  in  tlie  ereateat  tran- 
QuMtj  and  aecuritj ;  which  is  a  way  of 
toinJdn^  no  member  of  thia  House,  nor 
anj  Bndsfa  aubject,  wiii  ever,  I  hope,  &I1 
I  into;  for  if  thia  should  ever  come  to  be 
establislied  aa  a  maxun,  a  atanding  army 
of  28,000  men  at  leaat  would  become  a 
part  of  our  conatitotion. 

fiut  Boar  auppooe,  my  Lorda,  that  we 
were  upon  the  preaent  queation,  to  deter- 
mine  onnelvea  firom  common  reporta  and 
furmlMs,  or  from   public   gazettea  and 
hacimey  newapapeia,  yet  even,  from  them, 
I  think,  we  muat  conclude,  that  we  can 
never  be  in  a  state  of  more  abaolute  secu- 
ritjT  than  we  are  at  preaent.    Let  ua  ex- 
amine the  preaent  atate  and  seeming  in- 
clioationa  (tt  all  the  powera  of  Europe,  aild 
ve  moBt  preaome,  that  the.  tranquillity, 
either  of  thia  nation  or  of  Europe,  is  not 
io  the  leaat  danger  of  bding  diaturbed  for 
Mxne  years  to  come.    Our  neighbours  the 
Frendb,  my  Lorda,  aeem  of  late  to  have 
entirely  changed  their  conduct.     Their 
ambitious  views  of  being  able  to  give  lawa 
to  Europe,  may  atill  be  the  aame ;  but  they 
hare  of  late  endeavoured  to  aapire  to  i^ 
bj  very  difierent  methods  from  what  they 
formerly  made  use  of.    Instead  of  warlike 
measures,  and  violent  and  rapid  conquests, 
thejr  are  following  the  arta  of  peace :  they 
are  easing  their  people  of  taxea,  encou- 
ragiag  trade  ana  commerce,  aetting  up 
*od  improving  their  manufacturea,  esta- 
biishiog  and  extending  their  colonies  and 

StatKHia,  both  in  the  Eaat  and  Weat- 
ea,  aiMl  cultivating  a  spirit  of  induatry 

and  frugality  in  every  part  of  their  domi- 
nions. TUa  ia  a  meUiod  more  slow,  but, 
in  my  opinion,  more  certain,  than  that  they 
fonneriy  pursued.  It  ia  a  method  ao  cer- 
tain, that  I  am  convinced,  they  will  soon 
vriye  at  the  end  they  have  in  view,  unless 
their  neighbours,  and  particularlv  we  of 
this  nation,  take  care  to  follow  the  aame 
nieasuTes.  They  are  now  ao  carefld  not 
to  raise  the  jealouay  of  their  neighboura, 
that  in  the  laat  war  they  were  engaged  in 
^Qst  the  emperor,  though  they  were 
«very  where  fictorioua  and  aucceasful, 
thoi^h  there  aeemed  to  be  nothing  to  ob- 
truct  the  progreaa  of  their  arma,  yet  of 
tbemselvea  thqr  aet  bounda  to  their  ambi- 
tion, and  were  aatisfied  with  adding  but  one 
province  to  their  dommiona,  leat  by  aiming 
^  more,  they  had  awakened  toe  other 
powera  of  Europe,  who  then  seemed  to  be 
bII  asleep,  I  aay  aaleep,  my  I^ords ;  for 
(VOL.X.] 


though  diat  provmce  waa  but  incoaaiderA* 
ble,  when  compared  with  the  conqueata 
they  might  have  made,  if  none  of  the  other 
povrera  of  Europe  had  joined  the  emperor 
a^ainat  them;. yet,  as  the  French  domi- 
mons  were  before  too  large,  as  their  power 
waa  before  that  conquest  greater  tnan  ia 
conaiatent  with  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe,  it  waa  a  conqueat  they  would 
not  have  auned  at,  if  thoae  who  oimht  to 
be  the  euardiana  of  that  balance,  had  beoi 
aa  watchful  aa  they  ought  to  have  been, 
and  had  taken  proper  measures  for  pre- 
venting an  addition  to  that  power,  which, 
before  that  acquisition,  was  more  than  a 
match  for  any  one  of  its  neighbours  upoa 
the  continent. 

These  measures,  my  Lords,  the  French 
have  been  led  into  b  v  a  minister,  who,  by 
his  wisdom  and  conduct,  has  united  witn 
the  dignity  and  authority  of  his  character 
the  affection  and  esteem  of  the  people ; 
and  what  is  most  extraordinary,  he  has 
gained  the  afiections  and  esteem  of  the 
people,  by  pursuing  measures  which  were 
contrary  to  their  genius  and  inclinations^ 
and  contrary  to  those  notions  of  glory  and 
renown,  which  had  been  inculcated  into 
theno,  dunnff  the  late  and  long  reign  of 
Lewis  14.  He  has  never  threatened  war, 
while  he  was  cringingly  suing  for  peace ; 
nor  has  he  put  his  country  to  the  expence 
of  formidable  armaments,  at  a  time  when 
he  waa  reaolved  to  tye  up  then:  handa  by 
peaceable  instructions^  On  the  contrary,  - 
when  he  found  himself  under  a  necessity 
of  going  to  war,  he  began  the  attack,  b^ 
fore  his  enemies  had  a  suspicion  of  the 
danger ;  and  he  put  an  end  to  the  war,  aa 
soon  as  he  could  obtain  a  sufficient  com- 
pensation for  his  own  country,  and  a  proper 
satisfaction  for  those  who  were  its  alhesL 
From  the  whole  of  his  conduct  it  appears 
that  he  is  not  ambitious  of  making  great 
conquests,  nor  desirous  of  goin^  to  war ; 
therefore  while  he  continues  prune  minis- 
ter, we  have  no  reason  to  apprehend  aa 
attack  or  invasion  from  France ;  and  as  it 
is  not  our  interest  to  engage  in  inur,  as  we 
never  ought  to  engage  m  any  war  but 
through  necessity  or  for  self  preservation, 
I  cannot  think  we  have  at  preaent  a  victw 
of  attacking  the  kingdom  of  France,  or  any 
other  kingdotn  or  atate  of  Europe. 

I  know,  my  Lorda,  it  may  be  objected^ 
that  aa  the  miniater  who  haa  now  the  dt* 
rection  of  public  affiura  in  France,  ia  of  a 
great  age,  we  can  put  no  truat  in  that  ae* 
curity  which  dependa  upon  hif  life.  If 
may  be  aaid,  that  by  the  COttiie  of  oUtiira^ 
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his  liie»  or  his  capacity  for  business,  can 
be  of  no  Ions  continuance;  and  as  he  may 
be  succeeded  by  a  minister  of  an  ambiti- 
ousy  enteiprisinc  spirit,  w6  ought  to  pro- 
vide against  me  worst,  and  therefore 
ought  to  keep  up  such  a  standing  army  as 
may  be  sufficient  for  repelling  any  attack. 
This,  my  Lords,  is  an  objection  which  will 
always  be  as  good  as  it  is  at  present, 
against  our  reducing  any  part  of  our 
army.  A  young  minister  may  die  as  well 
as  an  old,  and  a  young  minister  is  more 
apt  to  change  his  measures,  or  to  engage 
in  ambitious  designs,  than  an  old  one  can 
•  be  supposed  to  be ;  therefore,  if  this  be 
•now  a  good  objection  against  our  making 
li  reduction,  it  must  always  be  so ;  conse- 
quently a  standing  army  of  at  least  18,000 
men  mu^t  be  entailed  upon  us  for  ever, 
and  so  become  a  part  of  our  constitution. 
But  suppose  the  present  prime  minister  of 
France  should  die,  or  should  resign  his 
employments,  before  next  session  of  par- 
liament, he  has  acquired  so  much  glory, 
and  that  kingdom  has  reaped  so  great  and 
so*apparent  oenefits,  from  the  peaceable 
measures  he  has  pursued,  that  his  succes- 
sor must  be  not  only  a  man  of  an  ambiti- 
ous and  enterprizing  genius,  but  also  a 
man  of  no  great  wisdom,  if  he  does  not 
follow  the  same  measures ;  and  suppose  he 
should  not,  suppose  him  as  ambitious,  or 
as  great  a  fool  as  any  minister  that  ever 
directed  the  affairs  of  that  or  any  other 
kingdom,  it  will  require  some  time  before 
he  can  fix  himself  in  power,  and  till  he 
has  fixed  himself,  he  will  not,  he  dare  not 
attempt  to  disturb  the  repose  of  any  of 
his  neighbours ;  so  that,  with  respect  to 
France,  supposing  the  worst  that  can  hap- 
pen, we  have  no  reason  to  apprehend  an 
attack,  or  any  disturbance  from  that  quar- 
ter before  next  session  of  parliament; 
and  in  the  next  session  we  may  again  en- 
crease  the  number  of  our  forces,  if  the  ck- 
cumstances  of  the  nation  then  seem  to  re- 
quire it. 

Our  neighbours  the  Dutch,  my  Lords, 
can  have  no  inclination  to  disturb  the 
present  happy  tranquillity  of  Europe;  and 
diey  seem  to  be  so  well  assured  of  its  not 
being  in  danger  of  being  disturbed  by  any 
ther  power,  that  they  have  not  now  such  a 
number  of  forces  in  ttieir  pay  as  they  ought 
4o  keap  up  for  suarding  their  own  fron- 
tiers, mid  n»r  fulfilling  the  stipulations  they 
iMive  entered  into  with  their  neighbours. 
Then  with  regard  to  the  Emperor,  he  is, 
we  know,  alreeidy  engaged  in  a  war  with 
iteTiuhb^Mdiii  that  wariia  has,  aa  yet, 
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met  with  so  little  success,  that  we  cannot 
suppose  he  will  attack  any  of  his  neigh- 
bours on  this  side,  while  that  war  coo- 
tinues ;  nor  can  we  suppose  he  would  have 
engaged  in  that  war,  if  he  had  not  been 
fidly  assured  of  the  pacific  disposition  of 
the  court  of  France ;  and  the  event  has 
shewn,  that  his  assurance  was  not  without 
^ood  foundation ;  for  the  court  of  France, 
instead  of  taking  advanta^  of  the  war 
the  Emperor  is  engaged  in  against  the 
Turks,  are  now  em^oying  their  good  of- 
fices for  putting  an  end  to  that  war.  Thk 
shews  the  harmony  that  at  present  subsbti 
between  the  houses  of  Austria  and  Bour- 
bon ;  and  as  the  contei^tion  between  these 
two  Houses  has  been  the  chief  cause  of 
most  of  the  wars  that  have  lately  hap- 
pened  in  Europe,  I  see  no  reason  to  a^ 
prebend  that  the  present  tranquillity  can 
be  distuifoed,  as  long  as  that  harmony  sub- 
sists. 

The  two  nordiem  powers,  my  Lords, 
seem  both  at  present  more  intent  upon  the 
improvement  of  their  trade  and  nAvig&tioD, 
than  upon  disturbing  the  tranquillity  ci\ 
one  another,  or  of  any  of  their  no^bours ; 
and  the  Muscovites,  notwithstandmg  their 
late  success  agamst  the  Turks,  have  their 
hands  so  full  upon  that  aide,  that  there  u 
not  the  least  danger  of  their  attacking  aoj 
of  their  neighbours  upon  this.  Here  like- 
wise we  have  a  fresh  mstance  ci  the  paci- 
fic inclinations  of  the  court  of  France ;  loc 
though  their  fietvourite  point  in  Poland  had 
been  defeated,  and  his  most  Christian  ma- 
jesty's own  fkther-in-law  drove  out  of  that 
kingdom,by  the  successful  arms- of  Buss"* 
yet  the  court  of  France  offered  their  me- 
diation for  bringing  about  a  peace  between 
the  Russians  and  Turks,  and  the  Ruasiaii^ 
with  more  than  Russian  policy,  accepted 
of  that  mediation. 

The  peace  of  Italy,  my  Lords,  secma  to 
be  insured  not  only  by  the  V^^^^^^J^ 
cumstances  of  the  several  princes  there<»» 
but  by  the  guaranty  of  the  king  of  France; 
a  guaranty  which  is  sufficient  for  over- 
awing the  ambitious  views  of  any  pij^^ 
or  potentate  in  Italy,  and  a  guarantv  whicii 
his  most  Christian  majesty  will,  I  believe^ 
for  his  own  honour,  as  well  as  for  the  inte- 
rest  of  his  kingdom,  take  care  to  observe 
more  faithfully  than  some  guaraotieB  have 
been  ofkte  years  observed«  ^. 

I  have  now,  I  Uiink,  shewn,  my  t^ 
that  with  respect  to  the  tranottillity  0^^* 
kingdom  in  particular,  or  of  Europe  id  g^ 
neral,  there  is  not  the  leastdistuibsnce  to  ^ 
appreh^dod  from  any  prince  or  poteow* 
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ID  Europe^  tmlen  it  proceeds  from  Spain 
or  Ftet^gal;  and  that  neither  of  these 
Jdogdoms  will  attack  the  other,  I  think,  we 
are  at  present  as  certain  of»  as  we  can  be 
of  any  fiiture  event  whatsoever.  As  Por- 
tugal 18  not  by  itself  a  match  for  Spain, 
there  is  not  the  least  danger  that  the  latter 
will  be  attacked  by  the  former ;  and  as 
Spain  most  have  been  convinced,  bj  the  late 
conduct  both  of  France  and  of  this  nation, 
that  they  will  not  be  allowed  to  execute 
anj  ainbitious  designs  they  may  have 
agUDit  Portogal,  there  is  reason  to  pre- 
aume  they  have,  for  some  yeaia  at  least, 
laid  such  designs  entirdv  aside;  therefore, 
we  hare  no  ground  to  ttiink,  that  either  of 
these  b'ngdoms  wiO  attack  the  other ;  and 
this  nation  soreiy  can  never  be  in  dreeul  of 
an  attack,  much  less  an  mvasion  from  Por- 
tugal ;  for  though  Ae^  Portuguese  should 
be  80  mad  as  to  Imagine  themselves  an 
equal  match  for  this  nation,  yet  the  sea- 
amable  assistance  we  lately  sent  them, 
when  they  were  in  danger  cf  being  swal- 
lowed up  by  Spain,  must  hove  laid  them 
under  sudi  obiig^ons,  that  it  cannot  be 
supposed  they  will  attack  us  for  a  slight 
cause,  or  in  a  short  time ;  and  their  own 
safety  will  always,  in  my  opinion,  prevent 
their  falling  oat  with  us;  because  they 
must  be  sensible,  that  the  moment  they  do 
so,  thev  lose  the  only  safeguard  they  can 
depend  on,  for  preventing  their  being  con- 
quered, and  made  a  prey  oibj  their  inve- 
terate enemies  the  Spaniards. 

The  interest  and  inclinations  of  the  Spa- 
nish court,  with  respect  to  its  neighbours, 
ind  with  regard  to  us,  remain  now,  my 
Lords,  only  to  be  considered.  With  re- 
gard to  France,  whatever  the  interests  of 
the  Spanish  nation  may  be,  I  am  sure  it 
cannot,  and  I  am  aorry  it  cannot  be  sup- 
posed, that  the  court  of  Spain  have  at  pre- 
sent an  inclination  to  have  any  misunder- 
standing wiUi  the  court  of  France;  but 
suppose  they  had,  and  that  a  war  should 
break  out  between  these  two  nations,  I 
hope  it  is  not  to  be  presumed,  that  we 
>yould  take  the  part  of  France  against 
Spain ;  and,  considering  that  some  years 
Ago  we  refuised  to  be  the  sole  mediator  of 
the  differences  then  subsisting  between  the 
courts  of  Madrid  and  Vienna,  only  for  fear 
of  disobliging  the  court  of  France,  though 
^e  might  have  thereby  had  an  opportunity 
of  detaching  Spain  entirely  from  a  depen- 
dence upon,  or  a  confidence  in  the  court 
of  Fraaoe,  I  think  it  is  to  be  presumed, 
^t  the  same  persons  would  still  entertain 
^  aame  fears,  and«  would  therefore  refuse 


to  join  with  Spain  in  a  war  against  France, 
however  much  the  interest  of  Europe  in 
general,  however  much  the  interest  of  this 
nation  in  particutor  might  plead  for  such  a 
conjunction.  There  is  therefore  no  reason 
to  apprehend,  that  Spain  will  disturb  the 
present  tranquillity  ny  attacking  France, 
or  that  we  would  be  engitted  in  the  quav» 
rel,  if  it  should ;  and  as  for  Spain'sattaclcing 
the  emperor,  or  any  of  the  other  princea 
or  states,  who  have  dominions  in  Italy,  we 
4san  have  no  reason  to  apprehend  any  such 
thing,  as  long  as  Trance  stands  engaged  to 
guaranty  those  dominions,  and  .seems  re- 
solved to  observe  and  .perform  that  en* 
gagement 

In  the  last  place,  my  Lords,  let  us  con- 
sider the  interests  atid  mdinations  of  th^ 
court  of  Spain  with  regard  to  this  nation 
in  particular.    What  the  inclinations  of  the 
court  of  Spain  may  be,  I  shall  not  pretend 
to  detemune ;  but  I  am  sure,  it  is  against 
the  interest  of  that  nation  to  have  any  mis- 
understanding with  diis ;  and  therefore  till 
I  am  informs  of  the  contrary  by  a  proper 
authority,  I  must  presume,  tnat  the  court 
of  Spain  have  at  present  no  design  against 
the  peace  of  this  kingdom.    Their  Guarda 
Costas  in  America  have,  it  is  true,  been 
guilty  of  many  piratical  practices  of  late 
years,  and  by  such  practices  have  insulted 
the  honour,  as  well  as  injured  the  trade  of 
this  nation  \  but  I  cannot  think,  that  any 
of  those  practices  were  authorized  by  the 
court  of  Spain.    We  know,  that  many  of 
these  Guarda  Costas  are  ships.fitted  out 
by  private  men,  who  receive  commissions 
from  the  Spanish  governora  in  that  part  of 
the  world,  to  guard  their  coasts,  and  to 
seize  all  ships  and  vessels  they  find  con- 
cerned in  illicit  trade.    The  crews  of  such 
Guarda  Costas  are  usually  composed  of 
fellows  who  serve,  no  purchase  no  pay; 
and  when  these  fellows  can  meet  witn  no 
lawful  prize,  necessity  compels  them  to  act 
like  free-booters :  thev  seize  the  first  ship 
they  can  make  themselves  masters  of,  and 
then  swear  they  found  her  carrying  on  an 
illicit  trade  upon  their  coasts.    By  sudi 
fellows  many  of  our  merchant  ships  have 
been,  I  believe,  unjustly  seized;  but  I  am 
convinced,    that,    upon   our  application, 
many  of  these  fellows  have  been  already 
hung  up  at  die  yard's  arm,  and  that  every 
one  of  them  will  be  so  served,  as  soon  aa 
he  is  detected,  and  the  fact  fuUy  proved. 
Nay,  if  it  should  be  found,  that  any  of  the 
Spanish  governors  in  the  West-Incues  have 
winked  at  such  practices,  or  have  gone 
shares  in  the  ^oil,  which  may  be  the 
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ease,  I  am  convinced  ibey  would,  upon 
bur  Implication^  be  called  home  by  the 
court  of  Spain,  and  would  there  meet  with 
an  exerapuuT  punishment. 

This,  my  Lords,  I  am  fully  convipced  of, 
because,  1  find,  our  ministers  still  keep  a 
correspondence  with  ^he  court  of  Spain, 
and  are  now  carrying  on  a  negotiation 
with  that  court,  in  order  to  concert  proper 
measures  for  preventing  such  practices  in 
time  to  come ;  for  if  tne  court  of  Spain 
had  m  tlie  least  appeared  to  have  counte- 
nanced such  practices,  or  if  that  court  had 
refused,  or  unreasonably  delayed  to  inflict 
condign  punishment  upon  any  one  of  the 
ofien(ikrs,  after  the  crime  had  been  fully 
proved  against  him,  I  am 'sure  no  minister 
of  Great  Britain  would  have  dared  to  keep 
a  correspondence,  or  to  carry  on  any  sort 
of  negotiation,  with  a  court  that  had  of- 
fered such  an  indi^ity  to  his  king,  and 
such  an  insult  to  his  country. 

Peace,  my  Lords,  is  a  desirable  thing 
for  any  nation,  especially  a  trading  nation; 
but,  whoever  thinks  that  a  peace  ought  to 
be  purchased  at  the  ezpence  of  the  honour 
of  nis  country,  will,  at  last,  find  himself 
egregiously  mistaken.  By  the  custom  of 
aU  nations,  and  all  ages,  when  an  appa- 
rent, and  real  affront  has  been  put  upon 
one  nation  by  another,  the  injured  nation 
ought  to  make  4  peren^ptoiy  demand  of  re- 
dress, and  if  it  is  not  granted  upon  the  very 
first  demand,  they  ought  to  break  off  aU 
further  correspondence,  and  immediately 
begin  hostilities.  If  they  submit  to  a  ne- 
gotiation after  such  a  refusal,  they  may,  at 
last,  obtain  a  nominal  peace,  but  it  comes 
attended  with  contempt ;  and  a  nation  that 
is-contemned,  can  never  expect  a  cessation 
of  hostilities. 

For  this  reason,  my  Lords,  I  cannot  en- 
tertain so  bad  an  opinion  of  those  who 
have,  at  present,  the  honour  to  be  concern- 
ed in  our  administration,  as  to  imagine, 
that  the  court  of  Spain  have  in  the  least 
countenanced  the  piratical  practices  of 
some  of  their  subiects  in  America,  or  that 
they  have  refused  to  do  justice  upon  any 
one  of  the  offenders :  but,  suppose  they 
should  do  JO  before  next  session  o^parlia^ 
ment ;  for,  as  I  have  said,  it  is  impossible 
to  suppose  they  have  yet  done  so ;  I  shall 
gran^  we  should  in  suph  a  case,  be  under 
an  immediate  necessity  of  declaring  war 

X'nst  tliat  nation ;  but,  in  such  a  war, 
t  can  we  have  to  do  widi  a  land-army  ? 
What  occasion  can  we  have  for  keeping 
up  an  additional  number  of  troops  on  ac- 
eoimtof  such  a  war^    Eveiy  gentleman 
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must  know^  that  it  would  be  ridicukms  in 
lis,  to  attempt  to  invade  Old  Spain,  with 
such  a  land-foice,  as  would  be  siuicient  to 
make  any  conquest  therfe ;  and,  though  we 
should  make  a  reduction  of  6,000,  we 
could  spare  a  suflBdent  nundier  of  land- 
forces,  for  infesting  and  making  inroads 
upon  their  coasts.  Can  any  gentlenun 
suppose,  that  Spain  would  attempt  to  in- 
vade this  nation?  They  know,  oy expe- 
rience, the  precariousness  of  all  such  at- 
tempts ;  and,  the  formidable  navy,  which 
this  very  session  of  parliament  has  enabled 
his  Majesty  to  fit  out,  muat  make  it  ridicu- 
lous in  them,  to  think  of  any  such  attempt 
The  number  of  seamen,  that  are  already 
provided  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing 
year,  will  enable  his  Majesty  to  send  out 
several  squadrons  of  men  of  war,  every  one 
of  which  will  be  superior  to  any  naval 
force  the  Spaniards  can  send  against  tbem. 
Witli  these  squadrons  we  may  protect  our 
trade  and  our  dominions,  and  at  the  same 
time,  so  'much  annoy  the  coasts  of  our 
enemies,  that  they  will  soon  be  forced  to 
sue  for  an  accommodation.  It  is  by  meaoi 
of  our  navy  only,  that  we  can  pretend  to 
force  Spain  to  a  compliance  with  our  iust 
demands;  and,  therefore,  if  we  are  in  aao- 
ger  of  being  involved  in  a  war  with  that 
nation,  we  ought  to  reduce  our  army,  that 
we  may  with  tlie  mere  ease  augment  our 
navy. 

This  was  the  method,  my  Lords,  by 
which  his  late  Majesty  managed  the  war 
he  was  engaged  in  against  Spain.    £ven 
after  the  war  was  in  a  manner  begun,  he 
made  a  reduction  o£  hialand-forces,  and  he 
told  his  parliament,  he  did  so,  because  he 
thought  bis  fleet  sufficient  not  only  to  give 
a  check  to  the  ambitious  views  of  Spain, 
but  to  compel  them  to  agree  to  reasoni^ 
terms :  the  event,  accordingly,  answered 
his  expectation ;  for,  by  means  of  his  fleet, 
he  soon  convinced  the  Spanish  court,  how 
vain  it  was  for  them  to  contaid  with  this 
nation,  or  to  embark  in  any  projects  that 
were  inconsistent  with  the  interest  of  Grtttf 
Britain,  or  with  the  engagements  we  im 
entered  into  with  any  of  our  allies,    y^ 
is  an  example,  which  ought  now  to  ^*°[' 
lowed ;  I  wish  it  had  been  always  followed : 
if  we  had  made  the  same  use  of  our  fleet 
upon  several  occasions,  since  that  time,  we 
should  never  have  had  any  depredations  to 
complain  of;  nor  should  we  now  have  naU 
the  least  ground  to  be  afraid  of  SpaiD^r 
of  any  power  in  Europe,  that  durrt  taie 
her  part  against  us.  . 

Having  now,  my  Lords,  examined  tne 
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peseat  droimstances  of  the  nation  with 
respect  to  foreign  a&irB,  I  shall  next  beg 
leave  lo  examine  oar  present  domeetic  cir- 
cufflstani^  so  far  at  least  as  they  can  be 
traced  from  common  reports  and  public 
news-papen.  FrcMn  these  I  am  sure  it 
does  Dot  Sf^iear  that  we  are  in  the  least 
danger  of  any  domestic  troubles  or  com* 
nioCioDs.  There  may  be  great  discontents 
io  tfae  nation,  I  am  sorry  &ey  are  so  gene- 
ral as  they  appear  to  be;  but,  there  is  no 
duaffectiony  nor  any  seeming  design  to 
overturn  or  disturb  the  government.  If 
there  are  any  plots  or  conspiracies  in  em- 
bryo, if  the  goyemment  is  afraid  of  any 
such,  something  of  it  ought  to  be  toldf, 
some  intimation  ought  to  he  made  to  us  of 
oor^danger,  and  some  of  the  reasons  for 
Boch  fears  ought  to  be  communicated  to 
us  in  a  parliamentary  way :  when  this  is 
done,  I  snail  be  ready  to  join  in  any  mea- 
sures for  disappointing  such  conspiracies, 
and  for  bringing  the  conspirators  to  con- 
dign punishment ;  but,  I  cannot  i^ree  to 
load  and  terrify  the  nation,  with  such  a 
numerous  Standing  Army,  only  because  a 
minister  has  whispered  me,  that  he  thinks 
our  goyemment,  or  our  present  happy 
estabushment,  in  danger. 

I  know,  my  Lords,  it  may  be  said,  that 
there  have  been  lately  many  mobs  and  tu- 
mohs  in  several  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and 
that  therefore,  the  number  of  regvdar 
forces  we  have  at  present,  is  the  least  that 
is  necessary  for  preventm^  or  dispersing 
such  tumults,  and  for  assistmg  and  enabling 
the  civil  magistrate  to  execute  the  kiws  of 
our  country.  My  Lords,  I  hope,  I  shall 
never  see  this  nation  reduced  to  such  un- 
fortunate circumstances.  A  law,  whidi 
the  civil  {>ower  is  unable  to  execute,  must 
cither  be  in  itself  oppressive,  or  it  must  be 
rach  a  one  as  afforos  a 'handle  for  opnres- 
^*  I  hope  this  House  will  always  have 
P«ietration  enough,  not  to  pass  a  law 
which  is  in  itself  oppressive,  or  at  least  the 
goodness  to  repeal  it,  as  soon  as  it  ap- 
pntobeso;  and  I  hope  we  shall  always 
i^ve  virtue  and  coura^  enough  to  send 
that  magistrate  or  that  officer  to  T^um, 
who  shall  dare  to  make  an  oppressive  use 
jf  any  law  we  give  our  consent  to.  There- 
fore, if  there  be  now  any  laws  in  being, 
which  cannot  be  executed  by  the  civil 
P^wer,  we  ought  to  enquire  into  them,  and 
the  Que  that  is  made  of  them,  in  order  to 
^tnend  or  repeal  them:  and  to  contrive 
f<^  other  methods  or  laws,  for  answer- 
n^  those  ends,  for  which  they  were  in- 
^'^^   Surely  we  are  not  to  make  a  sa^ 


crifiee  of  our  constitution  and  liberties,  bj 
establishing  a  military  government,  for 
the  snpfiort  of  oppressive  or  dangereua 
laws,  which,  througn  inadvertency  or  want 
of  foresight  have  been  agreed  to,  either 
by  oursehres  or  our  ancestors. 

But  suppose,  my  Lords,  that  the  mobs 
and  tumults,  which  have  lately  happened, 
and  the  opposition  that  has  in  some  casea 
been  made  to  the  civil  magistrate,  have 
proceeded  from  nothing  of  an  oppresstre 
nature  in  any  of  our  uiws,  nor  from  the 
oppressive  use  that  has  been  made  of  any 
of  them,  which,  I  «hope,  is  the  case ;  yet 
experience  has  taught  us,  that  regular 
troojM  are  far  frcHn  being  proper  or  effisc- 
tual  instruments,  for  preventmg  suc^  tu- 
mults, or  for  aiding  the  civil  magistrate  in 
the  execution  of  our  laws*  The  late  atro- 
cious murder  committed  by  the  mob  at 
Edinburgh,  was  perpetrated  within  a  few 
hundred  yards  of  a  whole  re^ment  of  re- 
gular troops ;  and  even  here  in  Westmin- 
ster, nay  even  within  the  verge  of  the 
court,  we  know  that  great  affronts  have 
been  oi&red  to  the  government,  and  some 
murders  committed,  by  mobs  within  the 
view  of  our  regular  troops.  It  is  impos* 
sible»  my  Lor£,  to  make  our  reguhtftroops 
proper  or  effectual  instruments  for  queUiiu; 
moos,  or  for  enforcing  the  laws  of  their 
country,  unless  you  lo&e  the  civil  as  well 
as  military  power  in  the  officers  of  your 
army;  and  such  a  regulation,  I  am  sure, 
no  lord  of  this  House  would  agree  to,  nor 
would  any  officer  of  our  army,  I  hope,  de- 
sire to  see  it  established. 

For  this  reason,  my  Lords,  we  ought  to 
take  all  possible  care,  by  prudent  regula- 
tions and  frequent  enquiries,  that  the  civil 
magistrate  may  never  stand  in  need  of  re- 
gular troops,  for  enabling  him  to  quell  a 
mob,  or  to  execute  any  law  that  has  been, 
or  shall  be  enacted.  Even  with  respect  to 
our  taxes,  we  ought  to  take  care  to  have 
them  so  moderate,  and  levied  in  sudi  an 
equal  and  easy  manner,  that  regular  troops 
may  never  be  necessary  for  enforcing  the 
pajrment  of  them,  or  for  apprehending 
those  that  are  guilty  of  defrauding  the  pub- 
lic revenue ;  for,  it  is  a  bad  omen  for  the 
liberties  of  a  people,  when  they  are  loaded 
with  taxes,  which  they  think  so  heavy,  or 
so  ill  applied,  that  the  collectors  must  al- 
ways come  escorted  by  parties  df  horse, 
foot,  or  draffoons.  Such  a  people  may  be 
kept  in  obeoienoe,  and  may  be  compelled 
to  pay  as  long  as  they  have  wherewithal 
to  pay,  by  a  numerous  Standing  Army ; 
but  from  the  moment  that  such  measiuet 
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become  necesiaryy  the  people  must  be 
looked  on  as  slaves,  and  their  armies  of 
addiers  and  tax-gatherers  will  look  upon 
themselves  as  their  masters.  This»  m^ 
Lords,  is  far  from  being  the  ease  of  this 
nation  at  present.  Thore*  may  be  discon- 
tents amongst  us,  there  may  be  some  per- 
sons who  gmnpble  unjustly  at  those  taxes, 
that  have  been  laid  upon  them  by  a  free 
mA  independent  parliament;  but,  1  hope, 
no  man  will  pretend,  that  those  discon- 
tents are,  as  yet,  so  eeneral  or  so  violent, 
or  that  those  grumblers  are  so  numerous, 
that  an  army  of  18,000  men  is  the  least 
that  is  necessary,  for  keeping  our  people 
in  obedience,  and  for  compeUing  the  pay- 
ment of  our  taxes ;  therefore,  Che  circum- 
stances the  nation  is  in  at  present,  with  re- 
spect to  our  domestic  amiirs,  can  afford 
no  argument  against  our  making  a  reduc- 
tion of  our  army. 

On  the  other  hand,  my  Lords,  the  ar- 
guments in  favour  of  a  reduction  are 
many,  and  all  of  them,  in  my  opinion,  un- 
answerable. I  shall  mention  only  two, 
one  of  which  proceeds  from  our  present 
circumstances,  with  respect  to  foreign  af- 
fiiirs/and  the  other  from  our  present  cir- 
cumstances, with  regard  to  domestic  af- 
&irs.  Our  neighbours  upon  the  continent 
are  all  now,  and  have  been  for  several 
years,  cultivating  the  arts  of  peace.  They 
are  all  setting  up  manufactures  of  their 
own,  and  encouraging  trade  and  commerce 
among  their  subjects,  with  great  industry 
and  application.  This  must  of  course  di- 
minish our  trade,  or  oblige  our  manufac- 
turers and  tradesmen,  to  sell  the  produce 
of  their  labour  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  they 
formerly  used  to  do ;  for  as  the  exten- 
siveness  of  our  trade  consists  in  furnish- 
ing our  neighbours  with  those  manufac- 
tures, which  they  cannot  work  up  among 
themselves ;  if  they  begin  to  set  up  manu- 
fectures  of  the  same  kind,  we  can  no 
longer  propose  to  furnish  them  with  such 
manufactures,  unless  <  we  can  make  them 
better,  and  sell  them  cheaper,  than  our 
neighbours  can  have  them  at  home.  For 
this  reason,  we  have  now  much  greater 
reason  to  be  afraid  of  the  progress  of  trade 
among  our  neighbours,  than  we  have  to  be 
afraid  of  the  progress  of  any  of  their  arms. 
The  progress  of  their  arms  we  may  eive  a 
check  to,  as  soon  as  it  becomes  nirmi- 
dable,  by  violent  methods,  which  are  quick 
and  easy,  because  the  execution  depends 
upon  our  government  only ;  but,  we  cannot 
pretend  to  give  a  check  to  the  progress  of 
their  trade,  by  violent  methods,  as  long  as 


they  do  nodmig  that  is  incooiiiteiit  with 
the  treaties  they  have  made  with  us.  Vre 
can  give  a  check  to  their  trade  by  no  other 
method,  but  that  of  enabling  our  mer- 
ciumts  to  sell  cheaper,  than  our  neighbours 
areable  to  sell  commodidesof  thesamekind 
and  goodness:  for  this  purpose,  we  must 
enable  our  manufacturers  and  tradennen 
to  sell  the  produce  of  their  labour  at  the 
cheapest  rate;  and,  the  only  way  to  enable 
our  manu&cturers  and  tradesmen,  to  sell 
the  produce  of  their  labour  at  a  che^ 
rate,  is,  to  abolish  all  those  taxes  which 
enhance  the  price  of  the  necessaries  or 
conveniencies  of  life,  or  of  any  of  those 
materials  that  are  necessary,  for  working 
up  our  manufactures.  Tms,  my  Lords, 
we  have  too  long  neglected,  and  to  this 
neglect  we  may  ctiiefly  ascribe  the  present 
attempts  of  aU  our  nei^ibours,  and  the 
flouncing  state  of  the  manufactures  and 
commerce  of  that  neighbour,  who  is  our 
most  dangerous  rival.  Every  man  who  is 
conversant  in  trade  knows,  what  great  en- 
croachments France  has  made,  since  the 
peace  of  Utrecht,  upooi  every  branch  of 
the  trade  of  this  kingdom.  As  we  were 
then  in  possession  of  the  principal  trade 
and  manufactures  of  Europe,  it  we  had 
then  begun  to  diminish  our  taxes,  and  to 
take  proper  measures  for  the  preservation 
and  improvement  of  our  trade,  they  could 
not  have  made  such  encroachments  upon 
us,  and  consequently  they  could  not  have 
been  in  their  present  flourishing  state,  nor 
should  we  have  been  in  the  distressed  con- 
dition we  are  in  at  present. 

The  only  method,  my  Lords,  we  can 
take,  for  diminishing  our  taxes,  is  to  be 
^gal  in  our  public  expences ;  and,  cop- 
sidermg  the  powerful  navy  we  keep  in 
continual  repair,  and  the  great  number  of 
seamen  with  which  our  trade,  while  it  lasts, 
will  always  be  able  to  furnish  us,  there  is 
no  article  of  public  expence,  in  which  we 
can  be  frugal  with  more  safety  and  con- 
veniency,  than  in  that  of  our  Standing 
Army ;  tiierefore,  we  ought  to  neglect  no 
opportunity  for  reducing  our  Army,  nor 
ought  we  ever  to  keep  up  a  greater  num- 
ber than  is  absolutely  necessary,  according 
to  the  circumstances  the  nation  happens 
to  be  in  at  the  time.  But  so  far  have  we 
been  from  being  frugal  and  saving  upon 
this  article,  or,  indeed,  aay  other  article  ot 
public  expence,  that  we  have  for  inany 
years  kept  up  a  more  numerous  Standing 
Army  than  was,  in  my  opinion,  neces- 
sary;  and  upon  most  of  the  other  article 
we  are  every  year  increasing,  instead  or 
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diminwhing.  Our  mil  Ikt  vevenue  has 
been  increased  firom  4  or  BOOfiOOL  to,  I 
maj  ujf  near  a  miliion  a  year.    The  ex- 

Emce  of  our  army  at  home  has  been  of 
te  years  increased :  the  expence  of  our 
knd  forces  in  the  plantations,  Minorca, 
sod  Gibraltar,  has  been  increasing  for 
several  Tears,  and  is  this  year  higher  than 
it  was  the  last :  the  expence  of  Chelsea 
hospital  is  every  year  increasing ;  and  as 
ve  are  almost  every  year  creatmg  some 
new  post,  or  adding  some  new  officer 
to  the  management  and  collection  of  our 
public  revenue,  this,  I  belieye,  is  a  hidden 
aod  dangerous  sort  of  expence,  which  has 
been  va^y  increased  of  late  years,  and  is 
every  year  increasing.  Many  snudls,  my 
lords,  make  a  great,  as  we  may  see  by 
comparing  our  present  annual  revenue 
with  what  it  was  forty  or  fifty  years  affo. 
Before  the  revolution,  the  whole  of  uie 
public  expence,  which  the  people  of  this 
nation  were  annually  loaded  with,  was  but 
about  two  millions  :  now,  what  we  call  the 
current  expence,  which  the  Rirliament 
provides  for  every  year,  amounts  .to  above 
tvo  millions,  besides  the  civil  list,  the  in- 
terest growing  due  every  year  to  our  public 
creditors,  and  the  sinking  fund,  which  are 
provided  for  by  established,  perpetual  re- 
venues; and  as  the  civil  list  revenue 
nuiy  be  computed  at  near  one  million,  the 
interest  gnming  due  upon  our  public 
funds  at  near  two  millions,  and  the  sink- 
ing fund,  at  i^ove  one  million  yearly,  we 
i&ust  reckon  that  the  people  of  this  nation 
are  now;  even  in  time  of  peace,  loaded  with 
a  public  expence  of  six  millions,  instead 
or  the  two  millions,  which  was  the  highest 
>uin  they  were  ever  loaded  with  in  time  of 
peace,  before  the  late  happy  revolution. 

This  leads  roe,  my  Lords,  to  the  other 
Argument  in  favour  of  a  reduction  of  our 
-^nojf  which,  I  have  said,  proceeds  iVom 
^e  present  state  of  our  domestic  af&irs. 
If  we  consider  the  many  and  the  heavy 
fttes  our  people  are  now  obliged  to  pay : 
if  ve  consider  the  great  number  of  years 
they  have  been  Ic^ed  with  these  taxes ; 
if  we  consider  the  frequent  hopes  that 
l^e  been  given  them,  m  seeing  some  of 
t^  taxes  abdished,  the  many  disap- 
pointments they  have  met  with,  and  the 
^egfok  they  are  now  reduced  to,  of  ever 
^u)g  themselves  freed  from  any  of  these 
l^vy  taxes;  we  cannot  wcmder  at  the 
S^oml  discontent  which  now  prevails, 
^en  though  no  late  measure,  nor  any  late 
B|i8fortane,  had  contributed  to  add  to  that 
discpotent.    Our  people  my  Lords,  most 


he  relieved  from  some  of  the  Heavy  taxes 
they  now  groan  under :  bis  Majesty,  in  lus 
first  speech  from^e  throne,  was  $o  gni- 
ciqus'  as  to  declare,  that  this  was  what  he 
ardently  Wished.  This  revived  the  hopes 
of  our  people ;  but  they  have  been  so  long 
disappointed^  that  they  now  begin  to  lose 
patience.  A  reduction  of  our  Army  will 
enable  us  to  answer  the  people's  expec- 
tations, orat  least  it  will  revive  their  hopes. 
This  will  give  immediate  satisfaction,  and 
will  remove  that  general  discontent  which 
now  prevails.  It  will  revive  the  spirit  and 
the  industry  of  our  people,  and  may  re- 
cover our  trade  from  the  languishing  con- 
dition in  which  it  is  at  present.  But  God 
only  knows  the  effects  which  a  contrary 
measure  may  produce:  no  man  can  t^ 
what  the  people  may  be  drove  to  by  re- 
sentment ana  despair;  therefore,  ererf 
man  who  wishes  well  to  our  happy  consti- 
tution, or  to  the  illustrious  ranuly  now 
upon  our  throne,  must  be  for  a  measure 
that  so  apparently  tends  towards  recon- 
ciling to  his  Majesty  the  hearts  and  afiiec- 
tions  of  his  people. 

I  hope  I  need  not  mention,  my  Lords, 
the  many  other  disadvantages  that  attend 
keeping  up  a  numerous  Standing  Army  in 
a  free  ana  trading  country ;  every  one^  of  ' 
which  affords  an  unanswerable  argument 
for  making  a  reduction.  The  keeping  up- 
of  a  standing,  mercenary  Army  in  a  fir^ 
country,  necessarily  destroys  the  martial* 
spirit  and  discipline  of  the  rest  of  the 
plebple ;  and  all  nistories  shew,  that  a  cow- 
ardly people  must  soon  become  slaves  ta 
a  foreign  or  a  domestic  Army.  The  keep- 
ing up  of  such  an  Array,  in  a  trading 
country,  encourages  and  promotes  a  spine 
of  idleness,  lewdness,  debauchery,  luxury^ 
and  extravagance  among  all  ranks  and  de- 
grees of  men  ;  and  every  one  knows  that 
the  trade  of  a  country,  especially  where  it 
has  many  rivals,  can  be  supported  by^  no- 
thing butb^  the  industry,  virtue,  sobriety^ 
and  frufirality  of  the  people.  The  quar- 
tering of  soldiers,  even  in  this  country,  is 
a  terrible  grievance,  and  a  heavy  load  upon 
many  private  men,  and  is  6f  most  danger- 
ous consequence  to  the  freedom  of  our 
elections,  because  it  is  a  rod  in  the  hands 
of  our  ministers,  which  they  may  make 
use  of  for  correcting  any  corporation  or 
county,  that  shall  chuse  a  member  whose 
face  is  not  agreeable  to  the  court.  The 
providing  of  a  daily  support  for  so  many 
nale,  lusty  fbllows,  most  of  whom  have  been 
bred  up  to  some  laborious  trade,  or  employ- 
ment, greatly  diminishes,  our  trade*  and 
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ooBseqoenfly  our  nationBl  revenue,  which, 
rjevery  one  knows,  depends  upon  the  labour 
and  industry  of  our  poor.  These  are  dis- 
adrantages  which  are  uoivemlij  acknow- 
ledged ;  and  therefore,  we  ought  never  to 
sulmiit  to  the  keeping  up  of  a  standing, 
mercenary  Army,  out  in  cases  of  the  most 
urgent  necessity ;  nor  ought  we  at  any 
time  to  keq>  up  a  more  numerous  mer- 
cenaiy  Army,  tnan  necessity  requires. 

1  shall  conclude,  my  Lords,  wiUi  obsenr- 
ing»  that  when  a  pariiament  is  called  upon 
any  extraordinary  business,  or  when  any  af- 
fidr  of  an  extraordinary  nature  is  to  be  laid 
before  them,  it  has  always  been  the  custom 
for  our  King  to  take  notice  of  it,  or  to 
stve  some  intimation  of  it,  in  his  Speech 
nrom  the  throne,  at  the  opening  m  the 
Session.  This  is  a  custom  immemorial, 
and  a  valuable  custom,  because  it  prevents 
surprize.  His  Majesty,  in  his  Speech 
from  the  throne,  at  the  opening  of  this 
Session,  was  so  ikr  from  intimating  to  us, 
that  any  affiur  of  an  extraordinary  nature 
was  to  be  laid  before  us,  or  that  any  ex- 
traordinary demand  was  to  be  made  upon 
us,  that  he  expressly  told  us,  he  called  us 
toeether  for  the  necessary  dispatch  of  the 
public  business.  From  nenoe  I  had  the 
pleasure  to  conclude,  that  nothing  was  to 
come  before  us,  but  the  usual  and  ordi- 
nary business,  that  must  necessarily  be 
dispatched  b]r  us  every  session  of  Parlia^ 
ment;  and  will  any  man  pretend,  that  the 
keeping  up  and  providing  for  an  army  dT 
18,000  men,  is  any  part  of  that  pij^lic  bu- 
siness, which  must  necessarily  be  dis- 
patched by  every  future  session  of  parlia- 
ment in  Great  Britain?  My  Lords,  if 
there  were  no  other  reason  u>r  making  a 
reduction,  this  alone  would  make  me  san- 
guine in  its  favour  J  lest  it  should,  from 
our  conduct  in  this  session,  be  presumed, 
that  the  keeping  lip  and  providing  for  such 
an  army  is  an  imair  of  course,  an  affiur 
which  every  subsequent  session  ought  to 
fgree  to,  without  the  least  reason  for  shew- 
ing, that  it  is  necessary  for  them  to  do  so. 
I  must  therefore  conclude  with  moving 
your  lordships,  that  it  may  be  an  instruc- 
tion to  the  Committee,  **  That  the  num- 
ber of  effective  men  for  guards  and  garri- 
sons in  Great  Britain  and  the  islands  of 
Guernsey  and  Jersey,  to  be  kept  up  for 
next  year,  shall  not  exceed  12,000." 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  : 

My  Lords ;  I  have  so  great  an  opinion 
ofthe  noble  lord  who  spoke  last,  that  I  am 
always  extremely  sorry  when  I  difier  from 
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him  upon  any  question  that  hi^peiu  to 
come-before  us.  In  such  cases  it  is  eves 
with  diflBculty  I  yield  to  my  own  opinion, 
and  with  great  diffidence  I  presume  to  give 
my  reasons.  As  that  noble  lord  slwayi 
expresses  himsdf  in  the  most  forcible  mao- 
ner,  as  he  always  places  every  sigomeDt 
he  makes  use  of  m  the  strongest  light, 
perhaps  what  I  am  to  say  ij^n  the  pre* 
sent  subiect,  may,  at  first  view,  Beem  to 
deserve  but  little  r^;ard.  If  this  hapf&a 
to  be  the  case,  I  hope  you  will  not  impute  it 
to  the  weakness  of  the  argument,  W  to 
the  incapacity  of  him  that  makes  use  of  it; 
for,  however  coldly  or  obscurely  I  msj 
express  myself,  I  am  persuaded,  that  when 
gentlemen  consider  seriously  the  aigu- 
ment  itself,  without  regard  to  the  dress  it 
has  been  put  in,  they  will  have  reaaoo  to 
think,  that  I  am  swayed  in  my  opinioo  by 
nothing  but  a  sincere,  and,  I  hope,  a  just 
regard  for  the  honour  of  my  King,  and  the 
wtSety  of  my  native  country. 

I  shall  agree  with  the  noble  lord,  that 
in  all  cases  which  depend  upon  facts  or 
circumstances,  every  lord,  who  has  the 
honour  to  be  a  member  of  this  House,  n 
to  judge  from  his  own  knowledge;  but, 
my  Lords,  I  cannot  agree  with  him  in  this, 
tliat  in  all  such  cases,  we  are  to  determioe 
oursdves  by  nothing  but  that  knowledge,  | 
which  has  been  communicated  to  us  as  a 
house  of  Parliament,  and  by  a  proper  au* 
thority.  In  the  case  now  before  us,  the 
nation  may  be  in  danger,  yea,  it  may  be 
in  imminent  danger;  some  treasonable 
plot  for  an  insurrection  may  be  in  embryo, 
some  dangerous  design  for  an  invasion 
may  be  upon  the  anvil,  our  govemmeDt 
may  even  have  had  some  dark  hints  of 
the  danger ;  and  y^  it  may  not  be  proper 
for  the  crown  to  communicate  its  feari,  or 
the  hints  that  have  been  given,  in  a  public 
noanner,  to  Parliament.  On  tiie  contrary, 
I  believe  it  is  better,  generally  speaking, 
to  provide  against  the  designs  of  our  ene- 
mies, without  alarming  the  people  with  an 
account  of  the  danger  they  are  in,  or  ap- 
prizing our  enemies  that  we  are  acouainted 
with  their  machinations.  In  afl  cases, 
therefore,  that  depend  upon  facts  or  cir- 
cumstances, we  are  to  consider,  whether 
those  facts  or  circumstances  are  of  such  s 
nature,  that  the  crown  ma^  safely  com- 
municate them  in  a  pubhc  manner  to 
Parliament ;  and  if  they  be  such  as  cannott. 
in  all  probability,  be  sdfely  communicated, 
we  must  determine  ourselves  by  ccmunoD 
reports  and  surmises,  and  according  to 
the  credit  which  we  think  those  Tegoi^ 
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and  snniHMfl  desenre.  Even  the  whispers 
of  8  miokter  may  be  of  weight  in  such  a 
(Question,  and  must  be  of  weight  in  propor- 
tion to  the  opinion  the  listener  has  formed 
of  tiie  whisperer. 

The  noble  lord,  my  Lords,  has  with 
great  judgment  examined  the  present  cir* 
curostances  of  Europe,  and  of  this  nation ; 
and  \m  endeavoured  to  shew,  I  wish  I 
could  say,  has  actually  shewn,  that  we  are 
in  no  danger  from  our  circumstances,  ei- 
ther abroad  or  at  home :  but,  before  I  an- 
swer particularly  what  he  has  said  upon 
«ither  of  these  heads,  I  must  observe,  that 
he  has  not  attempted  to  give  us  one  rea- 
lm, why  we  should  thhik  die  tranquillity 
of  Eurtme,  or  of  this  nation,  in  greater  se- 
curity this  session,  than  we  thought  it  was 
last  session ;  and  yet,  I  think,  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary,  to  give  some  very  strong 
reasons  of  this  kind,  otherwise,  every 
member,  who  was  last  session  for  the  num- 
ber of  r^lar  forces  then  proposed  to  be 
i^t  up,  must  be  for  the  same  number 
this  session.  I  very  well  remember,  1  am 
Hire  ssTeral  lords  now  present  may  re- 
member, that  the  same  number,  now  pro- 
posed, was  last  year  agreed  to  without  op- 
po^tion,  at  least  without  any  debate ;  and, 
therefore,  I  am  surprized  to  hear  any  lord 
who  was  then  present,  now  stand  op  to 
<^)pose  the  keeping  up  of  such  a  number 
for  this  ensuing  year,  without  shewing 
iome  reason,  for  falelieving  that  our  tran- 
quOlitj,  both  at  home  ana  abroad,  is  now 
■xed  apoa  a  more  solid  and  lasting  foun- 
dation than  it  was  last  session  of  pariia- 
Bent 

I  must  confess,  my  Lords,  it  gave  me 
KMne  pleasure,  to  hear  from  one  who  is  so 
food  a  judge,  that  we  are  not  at  present, 
i&the  least  danger  of  having  our  tranquil- 
ly^ disturbed  either  abroad  or  at  home. 
Whoever  thinks  so,  must  highly  applaud 
die  prudent  measures  his  Majesty  has 
^en  for  restoring  and  establishing  the 
tianquillity  of  Europe,  and  for  preserving 
the  tranquillity  of  these  kingdoms.  But 
*l^ugh  I  have  as  good  an  opinion  of  the 
iQCttures  his  Majesty  has  all  along  pur- 
sued, though  t  am  convinced  he  has  aone 
everything  for  attaining  so  ^ood  an  end,* 
that  human  wisdom  could  direct,  yet,  1 
jiave  the  misfortune  to  think  our  security 
is  fiir  from  being  certain  and  infallible. 
Ther&are  so  many  changes  may  happen 
tt  the  several  courts  of  Europe,  that  no- 
dnngbut  omniscience  can  foresee  them; 
diere  are  so'many  schemes  may  be  formed, 
fiv  diatuibing  the  present  tranquillity,  that 
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noliiing  but  an  omnipotent  power  can, 
with  authority,  say,*  none  oi  them  shall 
take  effect.  As  it  is  against  the  interest 
of  this  nation,  to  make  any  conquests  upon 
the  continent  of  Europe,  as  it  b  agamst 
our  interest,  to  allow  any  of  the  princes  of 
Europe  to  subdue  any  one  of  his  neigh- 
bours, it  is  therefore  our  business,  to  pre- 
serve the  peace  of  Europe,  and  to  set 
bounds  to  ttie  ambitious  views  of  the  se- 
veral Princes  thereof.  This,  we  have  of 
late  years  effectually  done,  by  keeping  our 
navy  always  in  good  repair,  and  by  keep- 
ing up  a  land-army  sufficient  for  protect- 
ing our  own  dominions,  and  fulfilling  our 
engagements  with  our  allies.  It  is  to  this, 
that  the  present  tranquillity  is  chiefly  to 
be  ascribed;  but,  if  we  remove  the  cause* 
the  effect  must  cease ;  if  we  should  reduce 
our  army,  we  should  be  no  longer  in  con- 
dition to  give  an  immediate  check  to  the. 
ambitious  views  of  any  prince  in  Europe, 
which  might  induce  some  one  or  other  of 
them,  to  give  a  loose  to  his  ambition  in 
hopes  of  being  able  to  conquer  some 
neighbouring  territory,  before  we  could 
send  it  a  proper  relief. 

In  this  light,  my  Lords,  we  ought  to 
consider  the  several .  princes  of  Europe, 
and  if  we  consider  them  in  this  light,  we 
may  find  reason  to  suspect,  that  however 
pacific  their  inclinations  may  at  present 
appear,  they  would  not  long  continue  so* 
it  we  should  put  it  out  of  our  power  to 
give  an  immediate  check  to  their  ambi- 
tious designs.  The  court  of  France  seem* 
it  is  true,  to  have  nothing  but  peaceable 
views:  I  hope,  they  have  really  none 
other ;  but  this  is  what  no  member  of  thia 
House  can  answer  for.  There  are  some 
territories  in  their  neighbourhood,  and  not 
far,  distant  from  this  idand,  which  it  would 
certainly  be  very  much  their  interest  to  an- 
nex to  their  crown :  we  have  reason  there- 
fore tosuspect,  that  they  will  take  hold  of  the 
first  favourable  opportunity  for  doins  so ; 
and  now  that  the  emperor  is  engaged  in  « 
heavy  war  against  the  Turks,  is  there  any 
thing  could  ramish'them  with  a  more  fa- 
vourable opportunity,  than  that  of  putting 
it  out  of  onr  power  to  send  an  immediato 
assistance  to  tne  emperor?  The  behaviour 
of  the  court  of  France  for  many  years, 
their  behaviour  at  the  beginning  of  the 
last  war,  may  convince  us,  that  we  ought 
not  to  put  great  confidence  in  the  present 
serene  asjkct  of  a&irs  at  that  court.  Nay, 
the  poble  lord  himself  has  furnished  ua 
with  an  >  unanswerable  argument,  for  not 
allowing  the  present  seeming  incUnatians 
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of  the  court  of  France,  to  have  an  influ- 
ence upon  any  of  our  measures  :  in  giving 
the  character  of  the  prime  minister  at  that 
court,  he  told  us,  that  when  that  minister 
found  himself  under  a  necesssity  of  going 
to  war,  he  began  the  attack,  before  his 
-enemies  had  a  suspicion  of  the  danger. 
Are  we  not  from  thence  to  suppose,  uiat 
he  would  behave  in  the  same  manner,  if 
we,  by  a  reductimi  of  our  army,  should  fiir- 
nish  him  with  a  favourable  opportunity, 
for  making  a  very  considerable  addition  to 
his  master's  dommions  I 

The  best  way,  my  Lords,  to  prevent  an 
attack,  is  to  be  always  in  a  condition  to 
repel  it.  The  court  of  France  seem,  at 
present,  to  have  no  indination  to  attack 
us,  or  any  of  our  allies ;  but,.if  we  should 
put  it  out  of  our  power  to  repel  their  at- 
tack, it  might  produce  an  alteration  in 
their  inclinations :  They  might,  they  pro- 
bably would,  foim  a  design  against  some 
of  our  allies ;  and  as  they  must  expect, 
that  we  would,  as  soon  as  possible,  fly  to 
the  assistance  of  our  allies,  they  would 
probabl  V  begin  with  making  an  invasion 
upon  this  kingdom,  in  order  to  kindle 
up  a  civil  war  amongst  us,  which  would 
of  course  prevent,  for  some  time,  our  being 
able  to  give  any  assistance  to  our  allies. 

I  am  glad,  my  Lords,  to  find  the  noble 
lord  has  now  so  good  an  opinion  of  that 
minister,  who  presides  in  the  councils  of 
France.  1  always  thought  him  a  wise,  an 
upright,  and  peaoeaUe  minister.  But  it  is 
not  many  years  since,  1  have  heard  a  verv 
different  character  given  <^  him  in  th» 
House,  I  have  hewrd  him,  even  in  this 
House,  ra>re6ented  as  a  cunning,  danger- 
ous and  aesigning  minister,  and  if  1  am 
not  mistaken,  that  noble  lend  himself  then 
joined  in  tibat'opijaion*  This,  I  am  no  way 
surprised  at;  for  all  ministers  are  liable  to 
have  their  characters  and  their  measures 
misrepresented :  at  the  same  time,  when 
that  minister  was  here  represented  as  a 
dangerous,  designing  minister,  he  was  in 
France.accused,  especially  by  the  military 
,  gentlemen,  of  having  sacrificed  the  interest 
mid  the  glory  of  France  to  his  own  ease 
and  security;  but,  he  has  had  the  good 
fortune  to  out-live,  as  well  as  overcome  all 
the  obloquies,  which  malice  and  envy  have 
been  Me  tp  throw  upon  his  conduct.  As 
that  minister  has  great  wisdom,  he  must 
have  peaceable  inclinations ;  both  which 
became  nianifest,  by  his  putting  an  end  to 
the  last  war,  when  he  seemed  able  to  push 
it  with  advantage;  for,  we  all  know,  that 
to  the  love  of^ieaee  be  sacrificed,  not  only 


DebaU  in  ihe  Lords  |10O 

the  aflSur  wliidi  France  had  at  fiist  sria- 
cipally  in  view,  but  he  likewise  sacrificed 
some  of  the  views  of  each  of-  his  allies; 
and,  if  we  consider  it  right,  die  at^uia* 
tioQ  he  made  to  the  French  dominioQi 
was  no  very  great  acquisition :  he  ac- 
quired only  a  right  to  that  province^ 
which  the  French  have  by  violence  pos- 
sessed for  many  years  past:  so  that, 
though  he  has  added  to  their  rights,  he 
cannot  be  said  to  have  added  to  me  pot- 
sessions,  and  consequendy,  not  to  ths 
power,  of  the  kingdom  of  France. 

But,  my  Lorcb,  I  must  obsenrethat, 
whatever  sacrifices  he  then  made,  what- 
ever bounds  he  set  to  the  ambition  of 
France,  those  sacrifices,  and  that  modera- 
tion, must  be  imputed  rather- to  his  wis- 
dom than  his  love  of  peace.  He  knew  the 
preparations  we  had  made,  he  knew  the 
measures  his  Majesty  was  taking,  for 
puttmg  a  stop  to  the  arms  of  France  and 
Its  allies,  in  case  thev  had  offered  to  push 
their  conquests,  farther  than  was  consis- 
tent with  the  preservation  of  the  bakmce 
of  power  in  Eurc^.  He  well  rememher- 
ed  the  danger  and  distress  that  were  > 
brought  upon  France,  by  the  alliance  which 
the  ambition  of  Lewis  14  bad  occasioDed 
to  be  formed  against  him,  and  therefore, 
by  his  moderation,  he  wisely  prevented  its 
being  necessary  to  form  sudi  another  alli- 
ance. This  was  apparently  the  true  cause 
of  his  moderation  at  that  time;  and  this 
cause  will  subsist,  and  will  produce  the 
same  effect,  as  long  as  we  foUow  the  same 
measures. 

But  if  we,  by  B  reduction  of  our  army, 
shouhl  put  it  Out  of  our  power  to  follow 
such  measures,  that  very  wisdom  iHiidi 
then  prevailed  with  him  to  use  modera- 
tion, would,  in  such  a  case,  prevail  with 
him  to  lay  hold  of  die  opportunity  with 
which  our  folly  had  furnished  him,  for 
adding  to  the  dominions  and  power  of  his 
native  country.  Nay,  siq>pose  him  as  great 
a  lover  of  peace,  and  as  little  swayed  by 
ambition,  as  the  noble  lord  has  represent- 
ed, and  so  honest  and  upright  as  not  to 
take  advantage  of  the  most  mvourable  op- 
portunity for  doing  injustice,  yet  if  we 
should  furnish  hirii  with  such  an  opportii- 
nity,  it  would  hardly  be  possible  for  him 
to  withstand  the  prevailing  s{Hritof  his 
country ;  and  if,  by  the  great  authority  he 
has  acquired,  he  shovdd  be  able  to  with- 
stand It,  our  securitv  would  depend  en- 
tirely upon  his  life ;  ror  we  cannot  8upp<vj 
a  new  minbter  could,  or  would,  withstand 
it :  On  the  contrary,  he  would,  in  my  epi* 
u 
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, pNMily  comply  with  h,  in- 
order  to  eiCabUsh  himaelf  in  power,  i>y 
gattoypoDiibBrifyy  and  by  adding  to  tbe 
gloiy  and  oominions  of  hia  countir. 

From  hence,  my  Lorda,  I  think  it  must 
appear,  that  if  the  tranquillity  of  Europe, 
or  the  tranquillity  of  thb  nation,  be  in  any 
teoirity  at  preaent,  that  aecurity  proceede 
froDi  and  muat  depend  upon,  our  ke«;>ing 
op  the  same  nuniDer  of  forcea  we  nave 
Doir  on  foot  If  w^  do  this,  I  believe  we 
are  in  no  danger  of  any  present  disturb* 
ance;  but  if  we  do  otherwise,  if  by  a  re» 
duction  we  render  onraelvea  unable  to  aa- 
dst  our  alliea,  according  to  the  engage- 
ments we  have  entered  into  with  them,  it 
ma]^im)dace  aach  a  chan^  in  the  ftce  of 
affiurs  abroad,  aa  may  give  ua  reaaon  to 
nnent  heartily  of  what  we  have  done. 
This  wodd  affiird  a  just  and  a  real  cauae 
of  complaint,  Theenemiea  of  our  go- 
Temment  would  then  have  no  occaaion  to 
inrent  liea  and  cahimniea  for  miarepreaent- 
mg  and  defaming  our  administration. 
Tbey  might  then  juatly  accuse  them  of 
baving  betrayed  our  allies,  and  sacrificed 
our  own  security,  by  an  ill-timed  and  im- 
prodent  piece  of  iri^ity ;  and  I  make  no 
doubt  but  they  would  nudce  aa  much  use 
of  this  handle  aa  posaible,  for  raising  dis- 
coDtents  in  the  nation,  and  for  alienating 
themindaof  the  people  from  his  Majesty 
and  his  government. 

Whatever  meaaurea  the  Dutch  may  fol- 
low, or  whatever  opinion  they  may  have 
of  the  dncerlty  of  our  neighbours,  can  be 
no  rule  for  ua,  my  Lords.  If  we  should 
nake  a  reduction,  and  that  reduction 
thoold  be  followed  by  an  attack  upon  us, 
Or  some  of  our  idliea,  it  would  be  a  poor 
cscnse  for  ua  to  aay,  we  trusted  to  the 
anoerity  of  our  neiffhboura,  because  we 
fimnd  the  Dutch  did  so.  However,  I 
host  take  notice,  that  the  Dutch  have  of 
kte  made  no  redoction,  and  aa  they  are 
more  in  debt  in  proportion  than  we  are,  I 
iDQStbe  <tf  opimon,  that  if  they  thought 
^Itentfelvea  ao  very  aecure,  they  would 
bare  made  a  reductbn  before  this  time. 
As  for  the  emperor,  we  cannot  say  it  was 
^  c(»fidenoe  he  put  in  the  pacific  dispo- 
tttion  of  the  court  of  France,  that  made 
Um  engage  in  the  present  wat*  against  the 
Turb ;  for  by  his  treaty  iHth  Muscovy  he 
Wis  obliged  to  engage  m  that  war,  and 
that  treitty  was  made  when  he  could  put 
no  confidenoe  in  the  pacific  disposition  of 
ue  court  of  France :  at  least  If  he  did,  he 
^  smce  found  himself  mistaken ;  for  since 
;  of  that  treaty  he  was  attacked, 


and  has  been  diaposseased  of  some  part  of 
his  dominions,  by  France  and  her  allies. 

It  is  true,  my  Lords,  whSe  the  emperor 
continues  engaged  '  in  the  present  war 
against  the  Turks,  there  is  no  danger  of 
his  attacking  any  of  his  neighbours  on  this 
side ;  but  tiiere  is  nothing  like  an  equal 
security,  that,  during  the  continuance  of 
that  war,  he  will  not  be  attacked  by  some 
of  the  powers  on  this  side,  especially  if  we 
should  disable  ourselves  from  giving  him 
any  assistance.  If  he  meets  with  good 
success  in  his  war  with  the  Turks,  it  may 
excite  the  jealousy  of  some  of  hns  nei^h^ 
hours  on  this  side ;  and  if  he  meets  with 
bad  success,  it  may  revive  their  hopes  of 
being  aUe  to  make  some  conquests  they 
have  long  aimed  at ;  sothat  in  either  caae^ 
there  is,  1  think,  a  greater  probability  that 
he  wiU,  than  that  he  will  not,  be  attacked 
on  this  side ;  and  if  he  should,  we  must 
engage  in  his  favour,  in  order  to  preserve 
ourselves  by  preservbg  tiie  balance  of 
power  in  Europe.  The  French  hkve  in- 
ae3d,  ofered  tlieir  mediation  for  putting 
an-  end  to  that  war,  and  their  mediation 
has  been  accepted  by  the  emperor,  najr,  it 
has  been  accepted  even  by  the  Muscovites, 
notwithstanding  the  animosity  which  then 
seemed  to  subsist  between  thetwo  nations ; 
but  this  mediation  has  as  yet  produced  no 
effect,  and  when  it  does,  it  is  then  time 
enouffh  to  conclude  from  thence,  that  there 
is  a  thorough  harmony  subsisting  between 
the  courts  of  France  and  Vienna. 

With  respect  to  Muscovy,  I  shall  grant, 
there  is  no  likelihood  of  their  attacking 
any  of  their  neighbours  in  Europe,  while 
they  are  engaged  in  a  war  with  the  Turks ; 
but  that  war  may  soon  come '  to  an  end, 
and  if  they  end  it  successfully,  it  may  in- 
spire tliem  with  thoughts  of  extendmg  their 
dominions  on  this  side ;  for  we  may^  r^ 
member,  it  is  not  a  great  many  years  since 
we  were  obliged  to  send  a  fleet  to  protect 
Sweden  against  them,  and  it  would  be  our 
interest  to  send  land  forces  as  well  as  a  fleet, 
rather  than  to  see  that  kingdom  conquered 
by  Muscovy.  Then,  with  regard  to  the 
two  northern  powers,  I  shall  agree  widi 
the  noble  lord,  that  they  seem  more  intent 
upon  improving  their  commerce  by  the 
arts  of  peace,  Uian  upon  extending  their 
dominions  by  the  art  of  war;  but  this 
spirit  may  soon  take  a  different  turn ;  and 
imust  observe,  that  not  much  above  20 
years  agb,  we  were  threatened  witb  an  in- 
vasion from  Sweden :  if  the  warlike  and 
resolute  prince  who  was  then  upoftthedr 
throne,  had  landed  in  any  part  of^thiis 
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island,  with  a  body  of  veteran  tro6pB  under 
his  command,  though  his  attempt  might 
not  have  had  the  success  he  expected,  yet 
it  would  have  put  this  ni|tion  to  a  much 
greater  charge  than  it  can  be  put  to,  by 
keeping  up  an  additional  number  of  5  or 
6,000  regiuar  forces  for  one  year,  or  even 
for  20  years.  ,  And  with  regard  to  Italy, 
my  Lords,  Uiough  tltte  peace  of  that  coun- 
try is  now  secuied  by  the  guarantee  of  the 
crown  of  France,  yet  that  security  is,  I  am 
afraid,  upon  an  uncertain  and  precarious 
foundation ;  for  if  Uie  present  chief  minis- 
ter of  France  should  die  or  resign,  the  ttew 
ministry  in  that  kingdom  might  &I1  in  with 
the  views  of  Spain,  and  in  that  case,  I  be- 
lieve, that  instead  of  guaranteeing  the  em- 
peror's dominions  in  Italy,  they  would 
join  with  Spain  in  endeayouring  to  drive 
him  entirely  out  of  the  country. 

I  come  now,  my  Lords,  to  consider  the 
circumstances  of  .this  nation,  with  regard 
to  Spain  and  Portugal.  As  to  the  latter, 
I  believe,  we  have  not  the  least  occasion 
to  fear  an  attack  from  thence,  or  that  we 
shall  be  drove  into  a  war,  for  preventing 
any  of  tlieir  ambitious  designs;  but,  I 
cannot  say  so  much  of  the  former.  On 
.the  contrary,  I  think,  the  peace  between 
them  and  us  is,  at  present,  in  a  ticklish  sort 
of  state ;  and,  I  do  not  know,  how  soon  a 
war  may  be  kindled  up  in  Europe,  by  their 
ambitious  projects  against  Portugal  or 
Italy.  It  is  but  very  ktely  since  we  were 
obliged  to  send  a  squadron  to  the  Tagus, 
fjpe  preventing  the  execution  of  their  pro- 
jects against  Portugal ;  and  if  that  dispute 
iiad  come  to  an  open  breach,  and  it  is 
more  than  probable,  we  should  have  been 
obliged  to  send  land  forces  thither,  as  well 
as  a  fleet  of  men  of  war.  Upon  this  last 
occasion,  it  is  true,  our  fleet  put  an  end 
to  their  ambitious  project ;  but  we  are  far 
from  being  certain,  that  Spain  will  always 
put  a  stop  to  her  designs  against  Portugal, 
upon  the  first  appearance  of  our  fleet;  for 
as  Portugal  lies  opdn  to  them  by  land,  they 
m^  not  only  attack,  but  conauer  that 
kingdom,  in  spite  of  all  we  could  do  by 
means  of  our  fleet  only.  Therefore,  if  we 
have  a  inind  to  preserve  Portusal  against 
the  attempts  of  Spain,  and  sur^  it  is  our 
interest  to  do  so,  we  must  always  keep 
ourselves  in  a  condition  to  send  a  body  of 
land  forces,  as  well  as  a  squadron  of  men 
4>f  war,  to  protect  that  kmgdom,  in  case 
of  any  sudden  attack  from  Spain. 

As  Cor  the  interests  or  inclinations  of  the 
court  of  Spain  with  regard  to  this  nation 
k  particular,  I  shall  readily  agiee  with 
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the  noble  lord,  that  it  is  a^iinst  the  in* 
terest  of  tbit  Spanoh  nation  to  have  an  j 
misunderstandingwith  this;  bot,  my  Lords, 
from  the  late  behaviour  of  the  l^pamards  to- 
wards the  subjects  of  this  nation,  we  must 
presume  that  they  are  either  of  a  diferent 
opinion,  or  that  they  have  veiy  little  re* 
^tfd  to  the  interest  of  their  native  coun- 
try ;  for  it  is  certain,  that  the  commandeTi 
of  their  Guarda  Costas  in  the  West-Iodies, 
and  tven  some  of  their  goveniors,  have 
done  what  they  could,  not  only  to  cceates 
misunderstandmg,  but  to  kindle  up  a  wsr 
between  the  two  nations ;  and  if  some  of 
our  own  subjects,  who  have  made  them* 
selves  a  sort  of  Boutefeus  upon  that  occa- 
sion, had  got  their  aim,  there  would  have 
been  now  no  attempt  to  reduce  our  army; 
for  we  should  have  been  at  this  time  in* 
volved  in  a  bloody  war  with  that  nation, 
very  much  to  the  disadvantage  of  both,  and 
greatly  to  the  satisfiiction  of  the  enemieK 
of  both. 

The  depredations  lately  coomittted  by 
the  Spanish  Guarda  Costas,  and  1  am 
afraid,  too  much  countenanced  by  some  of 
their  governors,  in  America,  I  shall  ioin 
with  Uie  noble  lord,  my  Lords,  in  calling 
piratical  practices,  because  I  believe  none 
of  them  were  authorized,  or  anjr  way  csun- 
tenonced  by  the  court  of  Spain ;  nor  has 
that  court,  I  believe,  as  yet  refused  to 
order  satisfaction  to  be  made,  and  the 
o&nders  punished,  in  any  case  where  the 
fact  could  be  fully  proved  to  be  piratical 
or  unlawful,  and  the  ofeiders  discovered. 
But  as  the  resolutions  of  courts  are  not  al- 
ways governed  by  justice,  prudence  or 
reason,  we  cannot  answer  for  what  they 
may  do.  The  practices  of  some  of  these 
Guarda  Costas,  and  perhaps  of  some  of 
these  governors,  have  been  such,  that  we 
must  insist  upon  satisfaction ;  and  if  it  u 
refused  by  the  court  of  Spain,  we  must 
seek  for  that  justice  and  reparation  in  a 
hostile  manner,  which  we  find  we  cannot 
obtain  in  a  peaceable.  These  are  the  troe 
circumstances  of  this  nation  at  prtsent 
with  regard  to  Spain;  and  in  such  circum- 
stances, I  must  think  it  would  be  impru- 
dent in  us  to  do  that  which  must  neces- 
sarily diminish  the  weieht  rf  our  peace- 
able, and  at  least  retaord  the  effect  of  our 
warlike  endeavours  for  obtaining  that  sa- 
tisfaction which  we  must  insist  on;  f^' 
with  respect  to  our  n^otiations,  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  Spain  will  not  be  so  ready  Jo 
comply  with  our  demands  in  a  peaceaDic 
way,  when  they  know  we  cannot  put  abj^ 
4  or  5,000  land-forces  on  board  any  fleet 
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we  may  loid  to  infest  their  coaBts,  as  when 
theyknoirwecan  immeduitely  put  8  or 
10,000  land-forces  on  board  sudi  a  fleet; 
and  if  we  should  be  obliged  to  declare  war 
against  that  kingdom,  1  am  sure  4  or 
5,000  regular  troops,  landed  on  any  part 
of  their  coasts,  could  not  stay  so  long,  nor 
do  them  so  much  mischief,  as  8  or  10,000 
such  troops  coCdd  do. 

Nay,  my  Lords,  if  we  should  agree  to 
tbe  reduction  proposed,  I  do  not  think  we 
could  spare  to  aend  one  regiment,  either 
to  infest  the  coasts  of  Spain,  or  to  guard 
our  own  plantations  in  America;  for,  how- 
ever contemptible  an  opinion  some  gentle- 
men may  express  of  the  power  of  Spain,  it 
is  certam  they  can  send  out  at  9ny  time  5 
or  6,000  good  troops,  to  make  an  invasion 
upon  OS.  These  troops  may  be  embarked 
so  privately,  and  may  sail  so  suddenly,  that 
thc^  Bunriand  before  we  have  heard  of 
their  embarkation ;  and  if  5  or6,000  eood 
troops,  with  the  Pretender,  or  any  of  his 
ciud*  adherents  at  their  head,  should  be 
safdy  landed,  in  any  part  of  Britain  or 
Ireland,  they  would  involve  lis  in  a  civil 
war,  they  nu^t  even  endanger  our  present 
bappv  e^abhshment,  unless  we  could,  in  a 
few  days,  assemble  such  a  body  of  regular 
troooB,  near  the  place  of  their  landing,  as 
would  be  sufficient  to  attack  and  defeat 
them,before  they  could  havean  opportunity 
of  being  jomed  by  any  considerable  number 
of  the  disaffiscted  part  of  our  own  people. 
Tins,  my  Lords,  is  no  imaginary  apprehen- 
hod:  the  troops  that  were  designcMiagamst 
us  from  Cadiz  in  the  year  1718,  would 
Ittre  been  landed  in  this  island,  before  we 
had  beard  of  their  embarkation,  if  they 
juuimet  with  a  foir  wind,  instead  of  meet* 
ing  with  that  tempest,  which  dispersed 
tbem,  and  dissf^ointed  their  design.  The 
winds  and  waves  were  then  our  only  safe- 
guard ;  but  the  winds  and  waves  are  not 
under  our  command ;  and  therefore,  it  is 
a  safe-guard,  upon  which  we  ought  never 
to  place  our  only  dependence. 

nig  late  Majesty,  it  is  true,  my  Lords, 
tmsted  entirely  to  his  fleet,  for  putting  an 
^  to  the  war  he  was  engaged  in  with 
Spain;  and,  therefore,  he  reduced  his 
laod-army;  but,  the  circumstances  we  are 
i^  in,  are  extremely  different.  The 
French  were  not  only  our  firm  allies,  but 
<xir  partners  in  that  war,  and  invaded  that 
'^om  with  an  irresistible  land-army, 
vhue  we  scoured  their  coasts  with  an  irre- 
navy, 
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— — w  *«»Tj.  For  this  reason,  we  had 
uttn  no  occasion  to  send  anv  land-forces 
HW.  them ;  bot,  if  we  should  now  be  en- 


gaged in  a  war  with  Spain,  can  we  expect 
such  a  partner  >  €an  we  expect  any  such 
assistance^  I  hope,  France  would  not  de- 
clare against  us :  I  have  reason  to  believe 
they  would  not ;  but,  it  is  to  be  foared, 
that  the  subjects  of  France  w'oidd  under- 
hand give  the  Spaniards  all  the  assistance 
they  could.  This,  my  Lords,  is  a  material 
di^rence ;  and,  I  must  take  notice,  that 
though  his  late  Majesty  had  no  occasion  to 
attack  Spain  with  a  land^army,  yet,  the  re- 
duction hemade  of  his  hmd-army,  probably, 
gave  rise  to  their  design  of  invaomg  us,  and 
put  this  nation  to  an  expence  much  su- 
perior, to  what  we  saved  by  the  reduction. 
Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  endeavoured 
to  follow  me  noble  lord,  in  his  remarks 
upon  the  several  counties  and  potentates  of 
Europe,  and,  I  think,  I  have  shewn,  that 
vdiatever  seeming  security  the  tranquillity 
of  Europe  may  be  in  at  present,  it  depends 
upon  a  very  unsettled  foundation.  Nay,  I 
think,  I  have  shewed,  that  the  tranquil- 
li^  and  security  we  now  enjoy,  is  chiefly 
owin^  to  the  army  we  have  kept  up,  and 
that  It  entirely  depends  upon  our  continu- 
ing to  keep  up  the  same  Army.  .  I  shall 
now  beg  leave  to  make  some  remarks  upon 
our  domestic  circumstances,  by  way  of 
answer  to  what  the  noble  lord  has  been 
pleased  to  say  upon  thishead.  With  regard 
to  them,  my  lords,  I  shall  grant,  that  we 
cannot  properly  say,  there  is  any  consi- 
derable  oisatSection  amone  our  people.  I 
believe  there  are  very  few  amongst  us, 
who  are  really  enemies  to  the  illustrious 
family  now  upon  our  throne,  or  who  have 
a  blind,  and  I  may  add,  a  mad  affection, 
for  any  other  family ;  but,  my  Lords, 
there  is  such  a  spirit  of  sedition,  such  a 
spirit  of  disobedience  to  all  government, 
lately  gone  forth,  that,  I  am  persuaded,  if 
it  were  not  for  our  army,  we  should  have 
not  only  mobs  and  tumults,  but  insurrec- 
tions and  rebellions  in  every  corner  of  our 
dominions.  How  this  spirit  has  come  to 
prevail  so  much,  or  spreatd  so  far,  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  account  for.  I  am  sure,  no  man 
can  say,  it  is  owing  to  any  acts  of  oppres- 
sion or  injustice  in  our  government ;  and 
therefore,  I  am  apt  to  impute  it  to  the 
many  deflunatory  libels  that  are  spread 
daily,  weekly,  and  monthly,  through  the 
whole  kingdom,  and  the  unlawful,  tiiou^h 
not  illegal,  liberties  they  take  with  magis- 
trates, whose  characters  as  well  aspersons 
are  made  sacred,  by  tiie  laws  of  all  coun- 
tries but  this.  Whei  such  a  spirit  is  so 
universal,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  but 
that  some  ambidous,  or  necessitous,  great 
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mi  widcod  meiiy  would  be  fbrming  plots 
and  coDspirades  against  the  peace  ana  go* 
vermnent  of  their  coantry,  if  their  hopes 
ef  success  were  not  prevented  by  keeping 
up  a  body  of  regular  forces;  and  there- 
Evet  though  there  may  be  no  plot  or  con- 
spiracy at  nresent,  it  is  to  be  supposed 
fnere  would  soon  be  one,  if  we  should 
make  a  reduction  of  our  army;  forylmust 
observe,  upon  this  occasion,  that  we  never 
did  reduce  our  anny  much  lower  than  it  is 
at  present,  but  what  it  occasioned  some 
plot  or  conspiracy  against  the  government. 
The  rebellion  in  1715,  was  occasioned  by 
the  small  number  dS  regular  forces  we  had 
then  on  foot ;  the  designed  invasion  from 
Spain  in  1718,  was  occasioned  by  the  re- 
duction of  our  army ;  and  the  plot,  usually 
called  the  bishop  of  Rochester's,  in  1721, 
proceeded  from  the  same  cause ;  from 
whence  it  s^ppears  that  the  only  way  to 
preserve  our  domestic  tranquillity,  is,  to 
preserve  that  which  is  the  cause  of  i^  I 
mean,  the  number .  of  regular  forces  we 
have  now  on  foot. 

The  army,  it  is  true,  (my  Lords)  can- 
not entirely  prevent  mobs  and  riots,  nor 
can  they  prevent  some  little  mischief  be- 
ing done,  by  a  sudden  and  unlooked-for 
tumult ;  but  the  army  will  always  be  able, 
I  hope,  to  prevent  a  mob's  forming  itself 
into  an  insurrection ;  and,  there  would 
certainly  be  a  great  many  more  mobs,  and 
a  great  deal  of  more  mischief  done  by 
those  mobs,  if  it  were  not  for  our  army. 
The  mob  at  Edinburgh  would,  probably, 
have  proceeded  to  o£er,  and  more  hein- 
ous outrages,  if  they  had  not  been  over- 
awed by  a  regiment's  being  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood ;  and  here  in  Westminster,  and 
in  most  other  places  of  the  kingdom,  if  it 
were  not  for  our  regular  troops,  our  ma- 
gistrates themselves,  perhaps  some  per- 
sons of  the  first  rank  or  quality,  might  be 
made  sacrifices  of  by  the  mob,  instead  of 
those  low  sacrifices  they  now  sometimes, 
though  rardy,  make,  of  informers,  and 
inferior  executioners  of  justice.  Even 
those  little  pieces  .of  popular  justice,  or 
rather  of  popular  resentment,  which  have 
been  lately  executed  by  the  mob,  are 
owing  to  the  small  number  of  regular 
troops  we  have  now  on  foot,  and  the  great 
regard  those  troops  shew  to  the  laws  and 
constitutions  of  their  country ;  for,  we 
cannot  have  a  body  of  such  troops  in  every 
place  where  a  mob  may  happen,  nor  can 
those  troops  march,  or  attempt  to  quell 
any  mob  that  does  hi^pen,  till  they  are 
fi^ularlyy  according  to  the  instructions 
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they  have  firom  Us  Majesty;  rtquiredso 
to  do,  by  a  proper  crnl  manstnte;  lo 
that  some  misdiief  is  generally  doaebj 
the  mob,  before  the  troops  can  mardi  op 
to  them,  or  attempt  to  disperse  them; 
and,  sometimes  the  mardi  of  thetniopi 
is  prevented,  whidi  was  the  caseat  Edin* 
btnyh,  b]r  the  ignorance  or  neglect  of  tl» 
dvu  ma^strate,  who  ought  to  call  them 
to  his  assistance* 

As  for  taxes,  my  Lords,  I  am  sure  no 
government  can  be  simported  without 
taxes  of  some  kind  or  other,  and  where- 
ever  there  are  taxes  or  duties  upon  eoods 
of  any  kind,  there  will  be  amug^Dg : 
Tliat  smuggling  the  govemmclit  most  en- 
deavour  to  prevent  md.  punish ;  and  when 
the  smugglers  aim  themselves  with  mi* 
litary  weapons  against  the  civil  power>  a 
military  force  of  some  kind  or  otoer  must 
be  employed  against  them.  If  yon  were 
not  to  employ  regulartroopsm  such  cases, 
you  must  employ  your  mflitia ;  and,  I 
think  it  much  b^ter  to  employ  regular 
troops,  than  to  expose  the  lives  of  jour 
gentlemen,  freeholders,  merchants^  or 
tradesmen.  The  laws  relating  to  our 
taxes  are,I  think,  the  only  laws  that  meet 
with  a  fireqjuent  opposition  in  their  execu* 
tion  ;  and  if  there  is  any  thing  really  op- 
pressive  in  any  of  these  laws,  I  shallrea- 
dily  agree  to  amend  or  repeal  tiiem ;  or  if 
an  oppressive  use  has  been  made  of  any 
of  them,  I  shall  readily  join  in  an  enqui^ 
into  the  abuse,  and  shall  be  glad  to  see 
the  offenders  meet  with  condign  puni^- 
ment ;  but  while  these  laws  subsist  they 
mustbe  executed ;  and  every  one  knows, 
that  it  often  becomes  necessary  to  employ 
a  military  force  for  that  purpose. 

We  have  no  taxes,  my  Lords,  but  what 
are  necessary  for  the  current  service,  and 
for  paying  off  the  interest  and  principal 
due  to  the  creditors  of  the  public ;  there* 
fore  our  taxes  can  give  no  disquiet  to  any 
man,  who  has  a  regard  for  the  safety  and 
honour  of  his  country.  Our  debts,  or  a 
considerable  part  of  tnem,  must  be  paid 
off,  before  we  can  diminish  our  taxes. 
This  will  in  a  few  years  be  the  necessaiy 
eflfect  of  the  sinkmg-fund,  if  in  the  mean 
time  the  nation  be  put  to  no  extraordiosiy 
expence ;  for  if  it  riiould,  that  fund  most 
be  diverted,  or  new  taxes  laid  on  the  sulv 
ject.  The  only  mfaUible  mediod  there- 
fore, for  diminishing  our  taxes,  is  to  pre- 
vent the  nation's  being  put  to  any  extra- 
ordinary expence ;  and  as  invasions,  ploti 
and  conspiracies,  always  bring  an  extra- 
ordinary ^expence  upon  the  natiooi  and 
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are,  tt  I  have  shewn,  generalljr  the  coose* 
quences  of  making  a  reduction  in  our 
army,  therefore  the  only  infallible,  and 
most  speedy  way  for  diminishing  our 
taxes,  is  to  make  no  reduction  in  our  army, 
unless  we  were  absolutely  secure  both 
against  infasions  from  abroad,  and  conspi- 
racies at  home.  From  hence  I  must  con- 
clude»  that,  if  we  hare  a  mind  to  remove, 
as  soon  as  possible,  those  discontents  that 
ma^'  now  be  occasioned  by  the  number  and 
weight  of  our  taxes ;  if  we  have  a  mind  to 
give  a  speedy  check  to  the  trade  of  our 
aekhbouiB,  by  enabling  our  manufacturers 
and  tradesmen  to  sell  me  produce  of  ^eir 
labour  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  usual ;  we 
must  be  extremdy  cautbus  of  making  a 
reduction  in^our  army. 

As  for  the  other  arguments,  my  Lords,  in 
&TOur  of  a  reduction^  which  die  noble  lord 
was  pleased  just  to  mention,  they  are  all 
of  them  arguments  against  keeping  up  any 
namber  of  regular  troops;  and  as  they 
have  been  all  fully  answered  upon  former 
occasions,  J  shall  not  take  up  your  time 
with  repeating  those  answers:  only  I  must 
ohserre,  that  it  la  a  great  mistake  to  ima- 
gine, that  as  soon  as  a  man  becomes  a  sol- 
ttier,  he  ceases  to  be  a  tradesman  or  la- 
bourer :  on  ^e  contrary,  there  are  many 
uldiers  who,  when  they  are  not  upon  duty, 
work  as  hard  aa  any  tradesman  or  labourer 
in  the  kingdom;  and  I  believe,  no  officer 
^  refuse  to  ^e  a  soldier  leave  to  be  ab- 
Knt,  when  his  duty  does  not  necessarily 
require  his  presence ;  nay,  they  are  often 
snowed  to  be  absent  from  duty,  if  they  can 
procure  one  of  their  companions,  not  then 
^^poa  duty,  to  do  their  duty  for  them; 
therefore  we  must  not  conclude,  that  the 
yearly  profits,  or  revenue  of  the  nation  in 
general,  suffi^  any  great  diminution  by 
the  number  .of  regular  troops  now  kept  in 

I  shall  agree  with  the  noble  lord,  that 
when  any  aSair  of  an  extraordinary  na- 
ture is  to  be  laid  before  parliament,  it  is 
^  for  the  Kinff  to  take  some  notice  of 
Jtin his  speech  from  the  throne,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  sesnon ;  but  surely,  my 
^^f  the  keeping  up  of  the  same  number 
«  regular  troops  we  had  bst  year,  the 
^  we  have  kept  up  for  several  years, 
«eleaat  jiumber,  I  beheve,  we  have  kept 
up  ever  smce  his  Majesty's  accession, 
<^^otbeca]ledanaffiurof  an  extraordinary 
^^^ure.  There  was,  therefore,  no  occasion 
nsr  his  Majesty  to  take  notice  of  it,  in  his 
speech  from  the  throne;  or  to  mention  any 
^S  about  the  nny,  unless  he  had  then 


thoi^t  th^  there  would  be  a  necessity 
for  encreasing  it.  If  there  had  been  any 
such  design,  his  Majesty  would  certainly 
have  mentioned  it,  and  would  have  told  us 
some  of  his  reasons  for  thinking,  that  aa 
augmentation  would  be  necessary;  and 
from  a  parity  of  reason,  when  any  member 
thinks  a  reduction  ought  to  be  made,  it  is 
incumbent  upon  him  to  shew  some  late 
alteration  in  the  circumstances  of  the  na» 
tion,  for  inducing  us  to  believe  that  such  • 
reduction  may  with  safety  be  m^de.  TUs» 
as  I  took  notice  at '  the  beginning,  itm 
noble  lord  has  neglected  to  do,  and 
this  to  me  is  of  itself  a  convincing  proo^ 
that  no  reduction  ought  to  be  made;  be- 
cause, as  he  never  missea  any  food  ar- 
gument that  can  be  made  use  of  in  fitvour 
of  what  he  prc^oses,  if  there  had  been  any 
alteration,  I  am  sure  he  would  not  hav9 
missed  setting;  it  in  the  most  dear  and 
conspicuous  light. 

The  Earl  of  Chesterfidd: 

My  Lords;  Although  I  enected  thai 
there  would  this  da^  be  some  debate  vspoik 
the  affiur  now  before  you,  yet  I  came 
hither  without  the  least  dengn  of  giving 
you  any  trouble  upon  this  occasion ;  for 
the  question  now  before  you  has  hoen  so 
often  debated,  and  aU  the  arguments  that 
can  be  made  use  of  in  its  favour,  so  dearly 
and  distincUyput,  upon  former  occasions^ 
that  it  is  difficult  to  say  any  tfamg  n^w 
upon  the  subject :  but  the  noble  lord  who  ' 
spoke  last,  took  occasion  from  what  hap- 
pened last  year,  to  make  use  of  an  arsu* 
ment,  which,  I  think,  lays  an  obligation 
upon  me  to  declare  my  approbaticm  of 
wnat  is  now  proposed  to  you,  in  the  most 
public  manner :  the  noble  lord  took  notice^ 
that  the  number  of  forces  proposed  to  be 
kept  up  fer  the  ensuing  year,  was  agreed 
to  last  session  of  parli«nent  without  ai^ 
opposition  or  debate,  and  therefore  his 
lordship  conduded,  that  the  same  number^ 
ought  hkewise  now  to  be  agreed  to  without 
opposition,  unless  we  could  shew,  that 
some  material  alterations  have  happen^ 
ed  ui  the  affiaurs  of  the  nation  since  last 
year. 

My  Lords,  suppose  I  am  indolent  and 
n^ect  to  oppose,  or  spedc  against  what 
I  msapprove  of  in  one  session,  is  that  a 
reason  why  I  should  not  oppose  it,  or  speak 
against  it,  when  it  domes  before  the  House 
in  a  new  session  2  My  silence  last  year 
did  not  proceed  from  mv  approving  of 
what  was  then  done,  but  nrom  a  presump- 
tion, which  I  had  formed  from  repeated 
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experience,  that  nothing  I  could  say  upon 
that  subject,  would  have  any  weight  with 
the  majority  of  this  Houfie ;  and  uiis,  I  am 
afraid,  will  be  the  fate  of  what  I  am  now 
to  say.  However,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
same  argument's  being  made  use  of  next 
session,  I  am  resolved  to  say  something ; 
and  to  satisfjT  that  noble  lord  in  what  he 
seems  so  solicitous  about,  I  must  acquaint 
him,  that  I  think  ourpresent  circumstances 
▼ery  different  from  what  they  were  last 
session.  The  peace  between  the  emperor 
and  France  was  then  but  lately  concluded ; 
and*as  the  affidrs  of  Europe  had,  by  means 
of  that  peace,  taken  a  very  new,  and  a  very 
extraordinary  turn,  it  might  last  session 
have  been  aliedged,  that  we  ought  to  con- 
tinue our  atmy,  till  we  should  see  what 
changes  that  turn  might  produce.  Though 
I  do  not  think  this  woula  have  been  a  good 
argument;  yet,  even  this  argument  is  now 
removed ;  because  that  turn  is  not,  we 
find,  like  to  produce  any  changes  to  our 
disadvantage,  at  least  none  we  can  prevent 
by  keeping  up  our  army,  whatever  might 
be  done  by  disbanding  a  part  of  it.  Last 
session,  the  war  between  the  Emperor  and 
Turks  was  just  upon  die  point  ofl>reaking 
out;  and  we  did  not  then  know,  but  that 
FVance  or  Spain  would  take  advantage  of 
that  war,  to  attack  the  Emperor.  This 
too,'  I  think,  would  have  been  no  good  ar* 
gument :  but  this  likewise  is  now  removed ; 
ror  we  find  France  is  so  far  from  attacking 
the  Emperor,  that  she  is  labouring  to 
brine  about  a  peace  between  him  and  tlie 
Turks,  and  to  accommodate  all  differences 
between  him  and  the  court  of  Spain. 
Therefore,  even  those  who  voted  for  the 
number  of  forces  last  year,  may  with  good 
reason  oppose  keeping  up  the  same  num- 
ber for  the  ensuing. 

Another  argument,  my  Lords,  which 
the  noble  lord  made  use  of,  may  shew  us 
how  cautious  we  ought  to  be  of  agreeing 
,to  any  encroachment  upon,  or  alteration 
In,  our  constitution.  He  told  us,  that  the 
keying  up  of  a  mercenary  Standing  Army 
of  18,(X)Qmen  was  aii  afiair  of  no  extraor- 
dinary nature:  for  why?  because  the 
same  number  was  kept  up  last  year,  and 
has  been  kept  up  for  several  years.  My 
Lords,  the  keepmg  up  of  any  such  army 
in  time  of  peace,  is  an  encroachment,  and 
but  a  late  encroachment,  upon  our  consti- 
tution ;  therefore,  the  kecking  up  of  any 
number  of  regular  troops,  is  an  aiiair  of  an 
extraordina^  nature;  but,  the  keeping  up 
of^such  a  numerous  army,  is  an  a£air  of  a 
most  extraordinary  nature,  so  eztraordi- 


nary,  that  it  ought  never  to  be  agreed  to 
but  in  times  of  the  most  apparent,  andmost 
imminent  danger ;  and,  the  reasons  for  ap- 
prehending that  danger,  ought  always  to 
be  communicated  to  parliament  by  his  5fa- 
jesty,  either  in  his  speech  from  the  throne, 
or  by  a  special  messisge.  If  we  do  not  lay 
this  down  as  an  inviowle  maxim,  the  keep- 
ing up  of  such  a  numerous,  perhaps  a  more 
numerous  army,  will  become  an  affiiir  of 
course ;  and,  u  it  should  become  so,  I  can 
see  no  reason  for  not  establishing  it  bj  a 
perpetual  law.  1  wish  the  Bill  now  before 
us  had  been  a  Bill  of  such  a  nature.  Such 
a  Bill  would  have  made  people  sensible  of 
their  danger ;  whereas,  by  tne  method  we 
are  ih,  we  are  like  to  have  a  perpetual 
army  palmed  upon  us,  under  colour  c^  an 
annual  Bill.  An  army  kept  m>  by  a  per- 
petual law,  would  be  as  much  an  anny 
Kept  up  by  consent  of  parliament,  as  an 
army  perpetually  k^t  up  by  an  annual 
Bin.  I  can  see  no  difference  between  the 
one  and  the  other :  they  are  both  danger- 
ous, and  equally  dangerous  to  our  consti- 
tution ;  and  were  thought  so  by  the  whole 
nation,  except  a  few  courtiers,  m  the  reign 
of  king  Charley  2,  when  the  cuatmn  of 
keeping  up  of  a  few  regular  troops,  under 
the  denomination  of  guards,  was  first  in- 
troduced. I  do  not  Imow  how  the  words, 
<  unless  with  consent  of  parliament,'  crept 
into  the  Claim  of  Right ;  for,from  the  Jour- 
nids  of  parliament  it  appears,  the  House  of 
Commons  in  king  Charles  2nd'8  time, 
were  of  opinion,  that  the  keeping  up  a 
Standing  Army  in  time  of  peace,  was  in- 
consistent with  our  constitution,  whether 
that  army  was  kept  up  with  or  without  the 
consent  of  parliament:  in  theirresolutions, 
there  is  no  such  exception ;  and,  if  the 
keeping  up  a  Standing  Army  in  time  of 
peace  be  wrong,  as  it  must  be,  if  it  be  in- 
consistent with  our  constitution,  I  am  sure 
the  sanction  of  parliament,  whether  by  an 
annual  or  perpetual  law,  cannot  make  it 
right. 

I  need  not,  I  believe,  mjr  Lords,  trace 
the  noble  lord  in  his  travels  over  Eurme, 
in  order  to  extenuate  the  dangers  he  has 
endeavoured  to  pick  up,  for  shewing  the 
necessity  we  are  under  at  present,  for 
keeping  up  such  a  numerous  ^'^y'  } 
think,  all  the  dangers  he  has  mentioned, 
either  aliroad  or  at  home,  depend  upon 
may-be's  which  must  always  suboat.  A 
minister  may  die,  a  prince  may  have  am- 
bitious views,  a  prince's  success  may  t^jsa 
the  jealousy  of  others,  his  misfortunes  may 
revive  their  hopes,  there  may  be  aiicsig» 
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to  invade  US,  though  we  have  not,  at  pre-  |. probabilities,  nothing  but  certain,  imme* 
lent,  the  least  item  of  it,  Spain  may  refuse  j  diate  danger,  ought  to  induce  us  to  agree 
to  do  us  justice^  or  may  be  assistea  by  the  |  to  the  keeping  up  of  such  a  numerous 
French,  though  we  have  yet  no  reason  to   army  as  we  have  at  present.     A  foreign 


expect  either  the  one  or  the  other,  a  plot 
for  an  insurrection  may  be  forming,  though 
we  have  not,-  at  present,  the  least  intima- 
tion of  any  such  Uiing,  no,  not  even  from 
common  reports  or  surmisesi:  and  aU  these 
majr-be's  or  possibilities,  will  become  pro- 
babilities, or  certainties  if  we  should  re- 
duce our  army. 

Are  these  arguments,  my  Lords,  that 
can  convince  any  man  in  the  kingdom,  of 
our  being  under  a  present  necessity,  for 
keepinff  up  a  numerous  Standing  Army  in 
time  of  peace  ?    if  they  are,  they  must  al- 
ways be  so.     Can  there  ever  be  a  minister 
who  can  be  supposed  to  be  immortal  ?    if 
there  could,  the  present  minister  in  France 
has  as  good  a  title,  and  deserves  as  much 
to  be  immortal,  as  any  minister  ever  did ; 
but,  luckily  for  us,  he  is  not  so ;    for,  he 
has  done  this  nation  more  harm  by  his 
peaceable  measures,  than  he  could  ever 
have  done  by  any  warlike  and  ambitious 
^  projects.    Can  there  ever  be  a  time,  when 
It  can  be  supposed  that  no  prince  or  state 
in  Europe  has  any  ambitious  views?   if 
there  could,  it  would  be  the  present ;  for, 
no  prince  in  Europe  seems,  at  present,  to 
have  an  ambitious  view,  at  least  agamst 
any  of  his  Christian  neighbours :  a  certain 
queen,  indeed,  may  be  supposed  to  have 
seme  ambitious  views  in  favour  of  some  of 
her  children ;  but  her  ambition  is  now  re- 
strained, by  the  guarantee  of  France;  and 
that,  I  believe,  will  be  sufficient  without 
our  assistance.     Can  there  ever  be  a  time 
when  it  can  be  supposed  impossible  for 
any  prince  in  Europe  to  be  meditating  an 
mvasion  upon  us  ?  jf  there  could,  the  pre- 
sent would  be  that  time ;  for,  there  is  now 
no  prince  in  Europe  that  either  has,  or  is 
preoaring  a  fleet  that  can  give  us  the  least 
umorage.      Cap  there  ever  be  a  time, 
when  it  can  be  said,  that  no  man  is  mad 
enough  to  be  conspiring  against  the  go- 
vernment, or  contriving  some  such  plot  as 
that  which  was  lately  executed  in  West- 
mioster-hall  I  if  there  could,  I  am  sure  we 
ought  say  so  at  present;   for,  however 
much  dissatisfied  the  people  may  be  with 
some  persons  concerned  m  the  administra- 
tion, none  of  the  mobs  or  tumults  that 
have  lately  happened,  have  expressed  the 
least  resentment  against  his  Majesty,  or 
^y  of  the  royal  family,  nor  the  least  dis- 
like to  our  present  happy  establishment 
It  is  not  possibilities,  my  Lords,  it  is  not 
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power  preparing  to  disturb  the  tranquil- 
lity of  Europe,  or  to  invade  this  nation ;  a 
plot  or  conspiracy  actually  formed,  and  in 
part  discovered,  would  be  a  good  reoson 
for  our  continuing  the  same  number  of 
forces  in  pay  for  one  year  longer ;  and,  if 
his  Majesty  had,  either  by  his  speech,  or 
by  a  special  message,  told  us,  that  he  ha4 
reason  to  apprehend  such  a  thing,  I  an^ 
convinced  no  such  question  as  the  present 
would,  this  day,  have  been  started ;  I  aii\ 
sure  1  should  not  have  agreed  to  it.  But 
I  have  no  sudi  veneration  for  last  session 
of  parliament,  or  for  any  former  session  of 
parliament,  as  to  agree  to  the  keeping  up 
a  Standing  Army  of  18,000  meuj  only  be- 
cause they  thought  fit  to  agree  to  the  keep* 
ins  up  of  that  number. 

In  talking  of  providing  against  whatma^ 
happen,  we  seem,  my  Lorcb,  to  forget  the 
dictatorial  power,  by  our  constitution  al- 
ways lodged  in  the  crown,  which  enabler 
his  Majesty  to  take  care,  durins  tbereccsi 
of  parliament,  ^  ne  quid  respublica  detri- 
'  menti  capiat.'  We  seem  to  forget,  tiiat# 
as  long  as  we  have  money  to  pay  for  them, 
we  may,  upon  any  emergency,  have  what 
troops  we  please  from  Germany,  and  have 
ships  always  ready  at  conimand  to  send  for 
them.  We  seem  to  think  there  are  no 
men  in  the  kingdom  able  to  bear  arms,  but 
such  as  are  listed  in  the  army.  We  seem 
to  think,  that  if  any  regiments  were  dis- 
banded, both  officers  and  soldiers  would 
all  run  immediately  out  of  the  kingdbm. 
Do  not  we  know,  that  the  officers  would 
all  be  kept  upon  half  pay,  and  the  soldiers 
would  betake  themselves  to  their  former 
employments,  or  would  becoipe  labourers 
in  the  country,  where  such  servants  .arQ 
much  wanted  ?  suppose  the  army  should 
be  reduced  much  lower  than  is  now  pro- 
posed,  and  suppose,  afler  that  reduction, 
and  during  the  recess  of  parliament,  a  re- 
bellion should  break  out,  or  an  invasion 
should  be  threatened,  could  not  his  M a« 
jcsty,  by  virtue  of  that  prerogative,'  which 
I  have  called  the  dictatorial  power,  send 
for  regular  troops  from  Holland,  Germany 
or  Denmark  ?  could  not  he  immediately 
issue  orders  for  raising  new  regiments? 
the  officers  would  be  all  ready  at  hi^  call, 
and  the  old  soldiers,  if  they  refused  to  list, 
might  be  forced  into  the  service,  I  should 
be  glad  to  know,  why  a  soldier  may  not 
be  pressed,  as  well  as  4  sailor  \  \  should  b9 
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glad  to  know,  why  we  should  keep  our 
soldiers  in  continual  pay,  and  dismiss  our 
sailors  as  soon  as  the  danger  is  over.  Our 
politics  in  this  case,are,  1  think,  a  little  pre- 
posterous, as  well  as  in  several  other  cases 
I  could' mention.  In  my  opinion,  we  have 
more  reason  to  keep  our  sailors  in  conti- 
nual pay,  than  our  soldiers.  The  latter 
cannot  well  leave  us,  the  former  may  easily 
leave  us ;  and,  by  the  treatment  they  meet 
with  at  home,  are  oden  forced  into  foreign 
service.  To  which  let  me  add,  that  a 
ploughman  or.  a  tradesman  may  much 
sooner  learn  to  be  a  soldier,  than  he  can 
learn  to  be  a  sailor. 

These  considerations,  my  Lords,  shew, 
that,  if  the  noble  lord's  may-be's  should 
become  shall-be's,  a  reduction  of  our 
Army  could  be  no  great  disadvantage  to  us, 
nor  could  it  much  enhance  any  danger  we 
can  be  under  from  invasions  or  insurrec- 
tions ;  but,  with  respect  to  the  dangers 
that  may  ensue  from  a  reduction,  or  from 
the  keeping  up  of  our  Army,  I  find,  some 
lords  are  apt  to  judge  afler  a  very  odd 
mt^nner.  When  we  Udk  of  a  reduction, 
and  the  dangers  that  may  from  thence 
ensue,  they  look  upon  possibilities  as  pro- 
babilities, and  upon  probabilities  as  cer- 
tainties ;  whereas,  when  we  talk  of  keeping 
up  a  numerous  Army  in  time  of  peace, 
and  the  dangers  that  may  from  thence 
ensue,  their  metHod  of  judging  is  directly 
I'eversed  :  certainties  are  with  them  then 
nothing  but  probabilities,  probabilities  no- 
thing but  possibilities,  and  possible  events 
they  take .  to  be  such  as  cannot  possibly 
happen.  This  has  been  the  way  that 
courtiers  have  judged,  ever  since  we  first 
began  to  keep  up  any  thin^  like  regular 
troops  ;  and,  they  seem  stul  to  conUnue 
to  judge  in  the  same  way,  though  expe- 
rience has  sh^n,  that  they  ought  to  juage 
quite  otherwise. 

,  Necessity,  my  Lords,  was  pleaded  for 
our  first  Standing  Army,  and  that  ne- 
cessity was  to  last  but  for  a  year,  that 
Army  was  ^o  be  kept  up  but  till  next 
Upssion  of  .parliament.  The  friends  of 
liberty  and  our  constitution  then  prophe- 
sied, that  (he  necessity  then  pretended 
would  lacf  for  §ver,  and  that  a  Standing 
Army,  if  once  introduced,  would  become 
perpetual,  which  the  courtiers  pretended 
to  think  impossible*  Experience  has  since 
shewed  us  the  certainty  of  what  the 
courtiers  then  pretended  to  think  impos- 
sible. A  body  of  Guards  were  the  first 
•tgular  troops  kept  up  by  authority  of  Par- 
^meat:  tlie  friends  ofhberty  looked  upon 
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these  Guards  as  the  seeds  of  a  Standing 
Antiy,'  and  prophesied,  that,  like  all  per- 
nicious weeos,  they  would  increase  vastly, 
that  they  would  increase  so  as  to  choak 
our  constitution.  The  first  part  of  this 
prophecy  has  been  fulfilled,  God  grant  the 
other  may  not.  A  courtier  would  then 
have  said,  it  was  impossible  that  a  body  of 
Guards,  not  exceeding  800  mep,  should 
increase  to  an  Army  of  18,000;  yet  we 
see  it  has  come  to  pass ;  and,  upon  every 
occasion,  the  word  necessity  was  urged 
for  increasing,  as  it  was  at  first  urged  for 
establbhing,  this  body  of  regular  troops. 
A  few  more  troops  were  always  said 
to  be  necessary,  a  few  more  could  sub- 
ject us  to  no  danger ;  so  that,  by  a  few 
more,  and  a  few  more,  we  at  last  arrived 
at  the  number  we  have  now  on  foot  This, 
my  Lords,  is  a  most  dangerous  doctrine ; 
an  army  is  like  a  medicine,  which  ought 
never  to  be  taken,  but  in  a  dangerous  di»- 
temper,  and  then  it  may  be  a  goodremedyi^ 
if  taken  to  a  proper  quantity;  but,  by 
adding  a  drop  more,  and  a  drop  more,  you 
may  make  it  a  poison ;  and,  an  able  pay- 
sician  only  can  determine,  where  the  re*  : 
medy  ends,  and  v»hcre  the  poison  begins. 
A  quack,  through  ignorance,  or  for  some 
little  selfish  end,  often  poisons  his  patient 
by  giving  too  large  a  dose,  or  rums  his 
health,  by  giving  him  the  medicinewhen  he 
is  in  no  danger.  Like  him,  if  you  keep 
up  a  numerous  Army,  when  there  is  no 
danger,  you'll  destroy  the  health  of  your 
constitution ;  if  you  keep  up  a  greater 
number  than  is  proper,  you'll  poison  it. 

To  keep  up  a  numerous  Army,  mf 
Lords,  for  the  sake  of  guarding  against 
dangers  that  can  only  be  said  to  be  pos- 
sible, is  to  expose  ourselves  to  those  Gan- 
gers that  are  probable,  for  the  sake  of 
avoiding  those  that  are  only  possible; 
which  no  man  can  say  is  prudent.  Nay,  I 
may  go  farther,  I  may  say,  that  the  keep* 
ing  up  of  a  numerous  Amy  in  time  of 
peace,  is  no  proper  safe-guard  against 
those  possible  dangers  it  is  kept  up  to 
prevent,  and  exposes  us  to  dangers  that 
are  certain.  Slavery  and  arbitrary  power 
are  the  certain  consequences  of  keeping 
up  a  Standing  Army,  if  it  be  kept  up  for 
any  number  of  years.  It  is  the  machine 
by  which  the  chains  of  slavery  are  riveted 
upon  a  free  people,  and  wants  onlj  a 
skilful  and  proper  hand  to  set  it  a  gomg. 
This  it  will  certainly  at  last,  and  perhaps 
soon,  meet  with,  if  you  do  not  break  it  to 
pieces,  befiore  the  artist  takes  hold  of  it« 
It  is  the  only  machine  by  which  thecbaii^ 
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of  slav^  can  be  riTeted  upon  us :  they 
may  be  «ecretly  prepared  by  another,  by 
comiptiony  which,  bke  the  dark  and  dirty 
channel  through  which  it  runs,  may  hid- 
denly  mid  inaperceptibly  forge  our  chains; 
bat  b^  corruption  (hey  can  be  forged 
only:  it  is  by  a  numerous  Standing  Army 
that  they  must  be  riveted.  Without  sucn 
.  en  Army  we  should  break  them  asunder  as 
800Q  as  we  perceived  them,  and  should 
chop  off  the  polluted  hands  of  those  that 
had  prepared  them. 

It  is  ho  argument,  my  Lords,  to  say,  we 
have  kept  up  an  Army  for  a  great  many 
yean  without  being  sensible  of  any  danger. 
A  young,  fier^  horse  is  never  brought  at 
once  to  submit  to  the  curb,  and  patiently 
to  receive  the  rider  upon  his  back.  If  you 
pat  the  bit  into  his  mouth  without  any 
previous  preparation,  or  put  a  weak  and 
unskilful  rider  upon  his  back,  he  will  pro- 
bably  break  the  neck  of  his  rider ;  but  bj 
degrees  you  may  make  him  tamely  submit 
to  both.  A  free  people  must  be  treated 
in  the  same  manner:  by  degrees  they 
must  be  accustomed  to  be  governed  by  an 
Army,  by  degrees  that  Army  must  be 
made  strong  enough  to  hold  them  in  sub- 
jectioD.  If  you  should  at  once  attempt  to 
govern  vour  people  by  a  military  power, 
and  before  they  are  a  little  prepared  for 
the  yoke;  if  you  should  mount  your  Army 
upon  them,  before  it  has  gathered  strength 
to  keep  its  seat  In  the  saddle,  vour  oeople 
would  probably  break  the  necks  of^  those 
that  attempted  to  ride  them.  But  we 
hare  already,  for  many  years,  been  accus- 
toming our  people  to  be  governed  by  an 
Army,  under  pretence  of  making  use  of 
that  Army  only  to  assist  the  civil  power ; 
and  by  degrees  we  have  been  for  several 
years  encreasing  the  number,  and  conse- 
quently the  strength,  of  our  Army.  At 
uie  accession  of  his  late  Majesty  our  Army 
vas  but  6,000w  It  soon  mounted  up  to 
double  that  number ;  and,  under  various 
pretences,  it  has  been  encreasing  evet 
since.  But  within  these  few  years,  three 
regiments,  which  make  near  2,000  men, 
^ere  added  to  it,  under  pretence  of 
strengthening  our  garrisons  at  Gibraltar 
snd  Portmahon ;  and  this  last  year,  a  new 
fegiment  of  600  men  has  been  added  to 
it,  under  pretence  of  securing  our  colony 
of  Georguu  I  find  no  fault,  my  Lords,  with 
securmg  our  valuable  possession  of  Gib- 
J^ltarand  Portmahon,  or  with  securing 
^y  of  our  plantations  in  America ;  but  I 
t^  it  was  needless  to  encrease  our  ex- 
P^ce,  and  our  danger,  by  raiamg  new 


regiments  for  that  purpose,  when  we  had 
so  many  useless  regiments  at  home,  ^ome- 
of  whicii  might  have  been  sent  upon  tliat 
service.  I  say  useless ;  for  with  respect  to 
any  good  use  that  can  be  made  of  them^ 
I  thank  them  not  only  useless  but  dan- 
gerous :  whereas,  if  they  had  been  sent , 
abroad)  they  woiuld  have  been  useful,  and 
would  have  been  much  less  dangerous  :  to 
which  I  must  likewise  add,  that  they  ivould 
have  been  less  expensive  ;  for  I  must  ob- 
serve, that  the  regiments  we  send  abroad 
cost  the  nation  less  money,  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  men,  than  those  we  keep 
at  home ;  because,  in  the  latter,  there  are 
always  more  officers  in  proportion  than  in 
the  former;  which  shews,  though  I  shall 
not  pretend  to  give  the  reason,  that  abroadt 
the  soldiers  or  our  army  are  thought  the 
most  useful,  but  at  home  the  officers. 

From  hence  we  may  see,  my  Lords, 
that  our  Army  is  almost  every  year  in- 
creasmg ;  and  irom  hence  I  must  conclude, 
that  slavery  under  tlie  disguise  of  an  Army 
for  protectmg  our  liberties,  is  creeping  in 
upon  us  by  degrees  ;  for  if  no  reduction 
be  made  this  year,  I  shall  expect  in  a  few 
years,  to  hear  some  minister,  or  &vpurite 
of  a  minister,  terrifying  us  with  imaginary 
plots  and  invasions,  and  making  the  tour 
of  Europe  in  search  of  possibk  dangers, 
in  order  to  shew  us  the  necessity  of  keep- 
ing up  a  mercenary  Standing  Army,  of 
treble  the  number  we  have  at  present. 

Attempts  to  overturn  the  balance  of 

E>wer  in  £urq>e,  designs  to  invade  these 
Dgdoms,  and  plots  or  conspiracies  against 
our  government,  I  shall  grant,  are  d^ger- 
ous  things;  but  now,  my  Lords,  let  me 
ei^amine,  if  the  keeping  up  of  a  Standing 
Army  in  this  island  m  time  of  peace,  be  a 
proper  method  for  guarding  against  any  of 
those  dangers.  •  If  we  ^ave  a  mind  to  pre- 
vent invasions,  or  to  preserve  the  peace,  or 
balance  of  power  in  Europe,  and  for  that 
purpose,  to  preserve  an  innuence  upon  the 
councils  of  foreign  prmces;  the  increasing 
or  keeping  up  a  numerous  Standing  Army 
is,  in  my  opinion,  the  worst  method  we 
can  take!  Did  the  increasing  of  our  army 
in  the  year  1725  do  us  any  service?  Did 
it  add  to  the  weight  of  our  influence  upon 
the  councils  of  any  potentate  in  Europe  f 
Every  one  knows  it  aid  not.  Again,  upon 
the  breaking  out  of  the  last  war,  we  en- 
creased  our  army.  Did  that  preserve  or 
Testore  the  peace  of  Europe?  'Tis  true, 
there  was  a  plan  of  peace  concerted  by 
some  powers!  oouldname:  but  did  either 
of  the  parties  engaged  ia  war,  diew  tli? 
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Wt|  regard  to  that  plan  ?  Did  they  not 
privatelj,  and  between  themselves,  con- 
clude a  peace  upon  a  rery  different  plan  ? 
A  plan  which  we  would  never  have  pro- 
posed, a  plan  which  the  emperor  would 
never  have  agreed  to,  if  we  had  at  that 
time  had  the  least  influence  upon  his  coun- 
cils; and  therefore,  I  may  say,  a  plan 
which  was  concerted  and  agreed  to  with- 
out our  knowledge  or  participatibn.  The 
cause  of  our  having  lately  had  so  little  in- 
terest upon  foreign  councils  is  plain ;  for 
as  we  have  no  frontier  to  defetia,  nor  any 
fortified  towns  to  garrison,  while  we  keep 
up  a  numerous  Standing  Army,  all  the 
powers  of  Europe  will  conclude,  that  our 
people  are  generally  disaffected,  and  that 
our  government  is  obliged  to  keep  up  a 
numerous  Standing  Army,  in  order  to  ex- 
tort from  the  people,  by  force  and  fear, 
that  obedience,  which  it  cannot  expect 
from  their  affection  or  esteem.  This  will 
not  only  prevent  our  having  any  influence 
upon  foreign  councils ;  but  it  will  make 
our  neighbours  despise,  insult,  and  en- 
croach upon  us;  and  it  will  encourage  them 
to  form  designs  for  invading  us,  if  we 
should  at  any  time  dart  to  vindicate  our 
rights,  or  revenge  the  insults  that  have 
been  put  upon  us. 

Thi^,  I  am  afraid,  my  Lords,  is  the 
Case  at  present  with  regard  to  Spain.  I  be- 
lieve that  nation  would  not  have  dared  to 
have  treated  us  -in  that  manner  they  have 
done,  if  they  had  not  judged,  from  our 
keeping  up  a  numerous  artiiy,  that  there 
is  a  formidable,  disaffected  party  amon^t 
us;  and  if  they  should  flatly  refuse  to  give 
us  satisfaction,  1  believe  it  will  proceed 
from  the  same  cause.  But  I  do  not  be- 
lieve they  will  flatly  refuse.  If  a  rogue 
were  in  possession  of  my  estate,  I  should 
think  him  a  fo6l  as  well  tis  a  rogue,  if  he  flatly 
demed  restitutioti,  as  long  as  he  could  by 
fair  promises  prevent  my  going  to  law;  or 
If  he  flatly  denied  to  make  any  restitution, 
when  he  found  that  I  would  be  satisfied 
with  a  restitution  of  one  moiety.  Spain 
will,  I  believe,  do  as  they  have  done,  they 
will  gfve  us  fair  promises,  or  they  may 
perhaps  offer  a  partial  reparation  ;  but  we 
can  expect  no  full  and  effectual  satisfac- 
tion or  security,  as  long  as  they  think  we 
are  afraid  of  our  own  people ;  therefore 
the  only  way  to  obtain  either,  is  to  shew 
Ihem,  by  a  reduction  of  our  army,  that  we 
are  neither  afraid  of  our  own  people,  nor 
of  any  invasion  they  can  attempt. 

In  the  last  war  we  made  upotf  Spain ;  I 
^onot  mean  the  last  they  miade  upon  ua; 
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for  in  the  yean  1725  and  6,  they  made  war 
upon  us,  though  we  made  none  upon  the% 
being  Uien,  it  seems,  in  a  Christian-lib 
disposition,  which,  I  believe,  has  encoa- 
raged  them  to  make  a  sort  of  war  upon  ui 
ever  since:  but  I  mean,  my  Lords,  m  the 
war  which  happened  between  the  two  oa* 
tions  in  the  year  1718,  it  was  not  the  small' 
ness  of  our  army  that  made  them  attempt 
to  invade  us,  but  the  powerful  assistance 
they  expected,  from  the  party  which  badbut 
juSt  before,  without  hopes  of  any  foreigD 
assistance,  dared  to  take  arms,agaiD8t& 

fovemment  Nor  was  it'  the  Regent  rf 
ranee  that  compelled  the  Spaniards  to 
make  peace  with  us ;  for  though  he  in- 
vaded them  with  an  army,  yet  they  koev 
they  had  a  great  party  of  mends  in  France, 
and'  that  the  Regent  would  have  nm  die 
risk  of  being  turned  out  of  the  regency,  if 
he  had  attempted  to  do  any  great  prei'ii. 
dice  to  their  kin^,  who,  by  nis  biithjluid 
a  better  right  to  the  regency  of  France,  than 
the  then  Regent  had.  But  after  their  fleet 
was  destroyed  by  the  sauadron  we  sent  to 
the  Mediterranean,  and  the  invasion  th^ 
intended  against  us,  disappointed,  thevsav 
they  could  do  us  no  prejudice,  ainil  that 
we  might  ruin  them,  by  cutting  off  their 
correspondence  with  their  dominions  m 
Amenca,  or  by  sending  a  fleet  with  a  kw 
troops  to  ravage  those  dominions.  The 
case' is  now  the  same,  they  will  not  sonach 
as  attempt  to  invade  us,  unless  they  eX' 
pect  a  powerful  assistance  from  our  own 
people;  and  they  can  no  other  way  do  a 
any  considerable  damage:  whereas  we 
may  ruin  them,  without  employing  above 
5  or  6,000  land-forces  in  any  expeditioB 
we  undertake  against  them;  and  if  5  or 
6,000  be  sulBcient  for  that  purpose,  it 
would  be  madness  in  us  to  put  oursehes  te 
the  expence  of  sending  8  or  10,000  upoa 
any  such  expedition. 

but  we  are  likewise,  it  seems,  my  Lords, 
in  danger  of  plots  and  conspiracies  at 
home,  and  a  numerous  Standing  Army  ii 
the  only  method  for  preventing  them. 
My  Lords,  1  neither  thmk  we  are  in  dan* 
ger  pf  plots  or  conspiracies,  nor  do  I 
think  a  numerous  Standing  Army  the 
proper   method  to   prevent   them,    h 
former  times,  when  there  was  a  powerful 
party  in  the  kingdom  that  was  really  dis- 
affected, a  Standing  Army  might  be  D^  ^ 
cessary  for    preventing  their  attempts  J 
though  even  then,  it  waa  not  necessary  ((f  I 
preventing  their  success ;  but  now,  what-  ; 
ever  dissatisfaction  there  may  be  among  \ 
the  people,  there  is  no  disaffectioo.  Tli^  ; 


Ml] 


m  the  Reductkm  nfihe  Army, 


A.  D.  1738- 


\bn 


tan,  indeed,  be  stOI  some  old  men  amongst 
us,  wh<H  through  pride  and  obstinacy,  »1- 
liere  to  the  exploded  principles  of  passive 
obedieoce  and  non-resistance ;  but  all  the 
icftofoor  fellow-subjects  are  convinced 
^  the  monstrous  absurdity  of  such  doc- 
trines. They  aU  see  the  bleauty  of  revolu- 
tioo  princqples :  they  know  that  such  prin- 
ciplci  only  can  preserve  our  liberties,  and 
reader  us  a  glorious  people.  This  is  now 
go  well  and  so  universally  understood, 
that  I  do  not  believe  there  are  three  young 
Jttwbites  in  the  kingdom ;  and  the  few 
M  who  are  still  alive,  have  by  experience 
been  made  so  cautious,  that  there  is  no 
danger  of  their  engaging  in  any  desperate 
attempt  * 

From  hence,  my  Lords,  it  must  appear, 
we  can  be  in  no  danger  from  disaffection ; 
but  upon  the  present  question,  which  has 
10  often  been  a  question  in  this  House,  I 
find  disaffection  and  dissatisfaction  are 
gtually  confounded,  though  they  are  in 
themselves  very  different,  and  proceed 
from  different  causes.  Disaffection  pro- 
ceeds from  principles  that  are  inconsistent 
with  our  constitution,  and  can  seldom  be 
cored  but  by  the  death  of  those  that  are 
tainted  with  such  principles.  Dissatisfac- 
tion proceeds  from  our. government's  pur-* 
ming  wrong  measures,  and  may,  nay  must 
be  cured  by  a  change  of  measures.  I  shall 
grant  there  is  at  present  a  most  universal 
disBatisfaction  among  the  people ;  and  that 
dissatisfaction,  I  am  convinced,  proceeds 
chiefly  from  our  having  so  lon^  kept  up 
such  a  numerous  arm^.  All  those  who 
are  of  revolution  principles,  must  be  dis- 
satisfied with  a  measure,  which  is  so  di- 
rectly contrary  to  the  principles  they  pro- 
fess; for  it  is  ridiculous  to  preach  up  the 
doc^e  of  resistance,  ana  at  the  same 
time  provide  the  government  with  such  an 
Army  as  will  be  able  to  prevent  or  defeat 
^y  resistance  the  people  can  make.  Re- 
*^e  your  Army  therefore,  and  those  who 
a^  now  dissatisfied  will  become  your  most 
amyionate  and  roost  faithful  friends.  But 
what\^lbe  the  consequence  of  a  contrary 
rneasuT^^  If  you  admit  that  the  discontent 
ordissatd&cdon  of  the  people  makes  it 
aeoessaiT  tM:eep  up  a  numerous  Standing 
Armv,  that  Army,  as  it  is  the  effect,  so  it 
will  be  the  cause  of  dissatisfaction,  and 
will  be  every  year  begetting  its  own  ne- 
cetsity.  The  longer  you  keep  it  up,  the 
more  you  must  increase  it;  and  the  more 
you  mcrease  it,  the  more  you  will  encrease 
the  dissatisfaction  of  the  people;  so  thaf 
hf  endett?OQri^g  to  prevent  danger,  you 


wiil  bring  it  upon  you ;  by  endeavouring 
to  add  to  your  strength^  you  will  encreastf 
your  weakness. 

The  most  proper  method,  therefore,  for 
preventing  danger  from  the  dissatisfaction 
of  the  people,  is  to  begin  to  diminish  your 
Army.  Let  us  in  tliis,  niy  Lords,  follow 
the  example  of  his  late  Majesty,  who,  in 
the  year  1718,  made  a  ^reat  reduction  of 
his  Army,  notwithstandms;  the  war.  he  was 
then  engaged  in  with  Spam,  notwithstand- 
ing the  manv  friends  the  Pretender  had 
then  in  the  kingdom,  many  more  than  hd 
can  be  supposed  to  have  at  present.  By 
that  reduction,  and  the  speecn  his  Majesty 
made  upon  that  occasion,  he  certainlv  gain- 
ed the  hearts  of  his  people,  and  thereby 
added  more  to  the  strength  of  his  govern- 
ment, and  security  of  his  crown,  than  if 
he  had  added  10,000  men  to  his  Army. 

A  numerous  Standing  Army,  may,  it  is 
true,  my  Lords,  prevent  plots  and  conspi- 
racies among  a  dispirited,  a  disarmed  and 
dastardly  people ;  but,  does  that  prevent 
plots  and  conspiracies  among  those  of  the 
Army  ?  No,  my  Lords,  in  all  countries^ 
where  such  Armies  have  been  long  kept 
up,  we  find  plots  and  conspiracies  against  '. 
the  government  more  frequent  and  &tal, 
than  in  countries  which  have  no  Standing- 
Arihies.  The  plot  called  the  bishop  ot 
Rochester's,  was  so  far  from  being  found- 
ed upon  the  smallness  of  our  Army,  that 
those  conspirators,  if  they  had  any  con* 
certed  plot,  trusted  chiefly  to  the  arnfy  for 
the  execution  of  their  design.  It  was  by 
means  of  the  friends  they  imagined  they 
could  make  among  the  common  soldiers, 
that  they  were  to  seize  upon  the  Tower' 
of  London,  and  to  overturn  our  govern* 
ment,  as  it  were,  in  an  instant.  Their 
plot,  it  is  true,  did  not  meet  with  any  suc- 
cess ;  and  it  is  no  wonder,  considering  the 
low  and  improper  tools  that  were  con- 
cerned ;  but,  I  may  now  prophesy,  that, 
if  we  keep  up  for  many  years  longer,  such 
a  numerous  Armv  as  we  have  at  present, 
some  such  plot  will  at  last  come  to  be  exe- 
cuted ;  for  if  the  guards  only  here  about 
London  should  mutiny,  at  a  time,  when 
the  people  are  generally  dissatisfied  with 
the  government,  they  might,  perhtt>8, 
bring  about  as  quick,  and  as  thorough  a 
revolution  in  this  kingdom,  as  ever  wa« 
brought  about  in  Turkey,  by  the  Janiza- 
ries at  Constantinople. 

I  think,  I  have  now  shewn,  mv  Lords, 
that  we  are  at  present  in  no  real  danger  of 
having  the  present  tranquillity  in  Europe 
disturoed,  or  of  having  our  own  tranquil* 
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Wst;  regard  to  that  plan  ?  Did  they  not 
privateljy  and  between  themselveSy  con- 
clude a  peace  upon  a  very  different  plan  ? 
A  plan  which  we  would  never  have  pro- 
posed, a  plan  which  the  emperor  would 
never  have  agreed  to,  if  we  had  at  that 
time  had  the  least  influence  upon  his  coun- 
cils; and  therefore,  I  may  say,  a  plan 
which  was  concerted  and  agreed  to  with- 
out our  knowledge  or  participation.  The 
cause  of  oiur  having  lately  had  so  little  in- 
terest upon  foreign  councils  is  plain ;  for 
lu;  we  have  no  frontier  to  defend,  nor  any 
fortified  towns  to  garrison,  while  we  keep 
up  a  numerous  Standing  Army,  all  the 
powers  of  Europe  will  Conclude,  that  our 
people  are  generally  disaffected,  and  that 
our  government  is  obliged  to  keep  up  a 
numerous  Standing  Army,  in  order  to  ex- 
tort from  the  people,  by  force  and  fear, 
that  obedience,  which  it  cannot  expect 
from  their  affection  or  esteem*  This  will 
not  only  prevent  our  having  any  influence 
upon  foreign  councils ;  but  it  will  make 
our  neighbQurs  despise,  insult,  and  en- 
croach upon  us;  and  it  will  encourage  them 
to  form  designs  for  invading  us,  if  we 
should  at  any  time  dart  to  vindicate  our 
rights,  or  revenge  the  insults  that  have 
been  put  upon  us. 

This,  I  am  afraid,  my  Lords,  is  the 
Case  at  present  with  regard  to  Spain.  I  be- 
lieve that  nation  would  not  have  dared  to 
have  treated  tis  -in  that  manner  they  have 
done,  if  they  had  not  judged,  from  our 
keeping  up  a  numerous  army,  that  there 
is  a  formiaable,  disafiected  party  amongst 
us;  and  if  they  should  flatly  refuse  to  give 
us  satisfaction,  I  believe  it  will  proceed 
from  the  same  cause.  But  I  do  not  be- 
lieve they  will  flatly  refuse.  If  a  rogue 
were  in  possession  of  my  estate,  I  should 
think  him  afool  as  well  tis  a  rogue,  if  he  flatly 
denied  restitutioti,  as  long  as  he  could  by 
fair  promises  prevent  my  going  to  law;  or 
if  he  flatly  denied  to  make  any  restitution, 
when  he  found  that  I  would  be  satisfied 
with  a  restitution  of  one  moiety.  Spain 
will,  I  believe,  do  as  they  have  done,  they 
will  gfve  us  fiiir  promises,  or  they  may 
perhaps  offer  a  partial  reparation  ;  but  we 
can  expect  no  full  and  effectual  satisfac- 
tion or  security,  as  long  as  they  think  we 
are  afraid  of  our  own  people ;  therefore 
the  only  way  to  obtain  either,  is  to  shew 
them,  by  a  reduction  of  our  army,  that  we 
Bre  neiUier  afraid  of  our  own  people,  nor 
of  any  invasion  they  can  attempt. 

In  the  last  war  we  made  upon  Spain  ;  I 
^0  not  mean  the  last  they  made  upon  us ; 
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for  in  the  years  1725  and  6,  they  made  war 
upon  us,  though  we  made  none  upon  them^ 
being  then,  it  seems,  in  a  Chnstian-like 
disposition,  which,  I  believe,  has  encou- 
raged them  to  make  a  sort  of  war  upon  us 
ever  smce:  but  I  mean,  my  Lords,  in  the 
war  which  happened  between  the  two  na- 
tions in  the  year  1718,  it  was  not  the  small- 
ness  of  our  army  that  made  them  attempt 
to  invade  us,  but  the  powerful  assisUnce 
they  expected,  from  the  party  which  had  but 
juSt  before,  without  hopes  of  any  foreign 
assistance,  dared  to  take  arms^^niinst  the 

fovemment  Nor  was  it  the  Regent  of 
ranee  that  compelled  the  Spaniards  to 
make  peace  with  us ;  for  though  he  in- 
vaded them  with  an  army,  yet  they  knew 
they  had  a  great  party  of  friends  in  France, 
and  that  the  Regent  would  have  run  the 
risk  of  being  turned  out  of  the  regency,  if 
he  had  attempted  to  do  any  great  preju- 
dice to  their  king,  who,  by  his  birtn,  Im 
a  better  right  to  the  regency  of  France,  than 
the  tben  Regent  had.  But  after  their  fleet 
was  destroyed  by  the  squadron  we  sent  to 
the  Mediterranean,  and  the  invasion  they 
intended  against  us,  disappointed,  they 


they  could  do  us  no  prejudice,  and  that 
we  might  ruin  them,  by  cutting  off  their 
correspondence  with  their  dominions  in 
Amenca,  or  by  sending  a  flleet  with  a  few 
troops  to  ravage  those  dominions.  The 
case'  is  now  the  same,  they  will  not  so  much 
as  attempt  to  invade  us,  unless  they  ex- 
pect a  powerful  assistance  from  our  own 
people;  and  they  can  no  other  way  do  us 
any  considerable  damage:  whereas  we 
may  ruin  them,  without  employing  above 
5  or  6,000  land-forces  in  any  expedition 
we  undertake  against  them;  and  if  5  or 
6,000  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  it 
would  be  madness  in  us  to  put  ourselves  to 
the  expence  of  sending  8  or  10,000  upon 
any  such  expedition. 

But  we  are  likewise,  it  seems,  my  Lords, 
in  danger  of  plots  and  conspiracies  at 
home,  and  a  numerous  Standing  Army  is 
the  only  method  for  preventing  them. 
My  Lords,  1  neither  think  we  are  in  dan- 
ger pf  plots  or  conspiracies,  nor  do  I 
think  a  numerous  Standing  Army  the 
proper  method  to  prevent  them.  In 
former  times,  when  there  was  a  powerful 
party  in  the  kingdom  that  was  really  dis- 
affected, a  Standing  Army  might  be  ne- 
cessary for  preventing  their  attempts; 
though  even  tnen,  it  waa  not  necessary  for 
preventing  their  success ;  but  now,  what* 
ever  dissatisfaction  there  may  be  among 
the  peopleythere  b  no  disaffection.    Thers 


6211 


on  the  Redudum  of  the  Army. 


A.  D.  1738. 


r5« 


may,  indaedy  be  still  some  old  men  amongst 
us,  who,  through  pride  and  obstinacy,  ad- 
here to  the  exploded  principles  of  passive 
obedfeoGe  and  non-resistance ;  but  all  the 
rest  of  our  fellow-subjects  are  convinced 
of  the  monstrous  absurdity  of  such  doc- 
trines. They  aU  see  the  beauty  of  revolu- 
tion piinciples :  they  know  that  such  prin- 
ciples only  can  preserve  our  liberties,  and 
fender  us  a  glorious  people.  This  is  now 
so  well  and  so  universally  understood, 
that  I  do  not  believe  there  are  three  young 
Jacobites  in  the  kingdom ;  and  the  few 
old  who  are  still  alive,  have  by  experience 
been  made  so  cautious,  that  there  is  no 
danger  of  their  engaging  in  any  desperate 
attempt        .  * 

From  hence,  my  Lords,  it  must  appear, 
we  can  be  in  no  danger  from  disaffection ; 
but  upon  the  present  question,  which  has 
60  often  been  a  question  in  this  House,  I 
find  disaffection  and  dissatisfaction  are 
usually  confounded,  though  they  are  in 
tbetnselves  very  different,  and  proceed 
from  different  causes.  Disaffection  pro- 
ceeds from  principles  that  are  inconsistent 
with  our  constitution,  and  can  seldom  be 
cured  but  by  the  death  of  those  that  are 
tainted  with  such  principles.  Dissatisfac- 
tion proceeds  from  our. government's  pur- 
suing wrong  measures,  and  may,  nay  must 
be  cured  by  a  change  of  measures.  I  shall 
grant  there  is  at  present  a  most  universal 
dissatisfaction  among  the  people ;  and  that 
dissatis^tion,  I  am  convinced,  proceeds 
chiefly  from  our  having  so  lon^  kept  up 
such  a  numerous  army.  All  those  who 
sre  of  revolution  principles,  must  be  dis- 
Ntisfied  with  a  measure,  which  is  so  di- 
rectly contrary  to  the  principles  they  pro- 
fess; for  it  is  ridiculous  to  preach  up  the 
doctrine  of  resistance,  ana  at  the  same 
time  provide  the  government  with  such  an 
Army  as  will  be  able  to  prevent  or  defeat 
any  resistance  the  people  can  make.  Re- 
Hice  your  Army  therefore,  and  those  who 
sTv  now  dissatisfied  will  become  your  most 
sffec^'onate  and  most  faithful  iriends.  But 
what  WSlbe  the  consequence  of  a  contraiy 
measureVZf  )rou  admit  tliat  the  discontent 
ordissatisft^on  of  the  people  makes  it 
necessanr  tolLeep  up  a  numerous  Standing 
Army,  that  Army,  as  it  is  the  effi&ct,  so  it 
will  be  the  cause  of  dissatisfaction,  and 
will  be  every  year  begetting  its  own  ne- 
w«sity.  The  longer  you  keep  it  up,  the 
more  you  must  increase  it;  and  the  more 
you  increase  it,  th^  more  you  will  encrease 
^  difisatis^on  of  the  people;  so  that 
V  tndeavoorijig  to  prevent  danger,  you 


wiil  bring  it  upon  you ;  by  endeavouring 
to  add  to  your  strength^  you  will  encreastf 
your  weakness. 

The  most  proper  method,  therefore,  for 
preventing  danger  from  the  dissatisfaction 
of  the  people,  is  to  begin  to  diminish  your 
Army.  Let  us  in  this,  my  Lords,  follow 
the  example  of  his  late  Majesty,  who,  ia 
the  year  17 IB,  made  a  ^reat  reduction  of 
his  Army,  notwithstandmg  the  war  he  was 
then  engaged  in  with  Spam,  notwithstand- 
ing the  many  friends  the  Pretender  had 
then  in  the  klnedom,  many  more  than  ho 
can  be  supposed  to  have  at  present.  By 
that  reduction,  and  the  speecn  his  Majesty 
made  upon  that  occasion,  he  certainly  gain- 
ed the  hearts  of  his  people,  and  tJiereby 
added  more  to  the  strength  of  his  govern- 
ment, and  security  of  his  crown,  than  if 
he  had  added  10,000  men  to  his  Army. 

A  numerous  Standing  Army,  may,  it  ia 
true,  my  Lords,  prevent  plots  and  conspi- 
racies among  a  dispirited,  a  disarmed  and 
dastardly  people ;  but,  does  that  .prevent 
plots  and  conspiracies  among  those  of  the 
Army  ?  No,  my  Lords,  in  all  countries, 
where  such  Armies  have  been  long  kept 
up,  we  find  plots  and  conspiracies  against 
the  government  more  frequent  and  fatal, 
than  in  countries  which  have  no  Standings 
Armies.  The  plot  called  the  bishop  of 
Rochester's,  was  so  far  from  being  found- 
ed upon  the  smallness  of  our  Army,  that 
those  conspirators,  if  they  had  any  con* 
certed  plot,  trusted  chiefly  to  the  arnfy  for 
the  execution  of  tlieir  design.  It  was  by 
means  of  the  friends  they  imagined  they 
could  make  among  the  conunon  soldiers, 
that  they  were  to  seize  upon  the  Tower  ^ 
of  London,  and  to  overturn  our  govern* 
ment,  as  it  were,  in  an  instant.  Their 
plot,  it  is  true,  did  not  meet  with  any  suc- 
cess ;  and  it  is  no  wonder,  considering  the 
low  and  improper  tools  that  were  con- 
cerned ;  but,  I  may  now  prophesy,  diat, 
if  we  keep  up  for  many  years  longer,  such 
a  numerous  Armj  as  we  have  at  present^ 
some  such  plot  will  at  last  come  to  be  exe- 
cuted ;  for  if  the  guards  only  here  about 
London  should  mutiny,  at  a  time,  when 
the  people  are  generally  dissatisfied  with 
the  government,  they  might,  perhaps, 
brine  about  as  quick,  and  as  thorough  a 
revolution  in  this  kingdom,  as  ever  waa 
brought  about  in  Turkey,  by  the  Janiza- 
ries at  Constantinople. 

I  think,  I  have  now  shewn,  my  Lords, 
that  we  are  at  present  in  no  real  danger  of 
having  the  present  tranquillity  in  Europe 
distuifoedi  or  of  having  our  own  tranquil 
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lity  diftivbed  either  by  kivaaioAi  ot  insur* 
rections ;  I  thinky  I  have  shewn^  thnt  the 
keeping  up  of  a  numerous  Standing  Army, 
is  the  dio8t  improper  method  we  can  take, 
for  preventing  or  guarding  gainst  any  <^ 
those  dangers ;  and,  I  hope,  I  have  shewn, 
that  the  keeping  up  of  such  an  Army,  will 
always  be  of  dangerous  consequence 
to  our  liberties  and  constitution.  To  pre- 
tend, that  our  liberties  can  be  in  no  dan- 
ger from  our  Army,  because  it  is  com- 
manded by  gentlemen  of  the  best  families 
iand  fortunes  in  the  kingdom,  is  an  argu- 
ment I  am  surprised  to  hear  made  use  of; 
for,  our  liberties  ought  to  depend  upon  our 
constitution,  and  not  upon  tiie  honour  of 
the  gentlemen  of  our  Army.  I  can,  it  is 
true,  depend  upon  the  honour  of  those  who 
are,  at  present,  the  officers  of  our  army ; 
but,  my  dependence  is  not  founded  u]^on 
their  being  gentlemen  of  family  or  ior- 
tune :  it  is  founded  upon  their  personal 
characters  only.  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
acquainted  with  many  of  the  chief  officers 
of  our.  Army :  I  know  their  honour,  and 
the  regard  they  have  for  the  liberties  of 
their  country ;  and,  upon  that  knowledge, 
L  I  can  depend.  If  I  were  not  acquainted 
with  them,  I  should  have  but  little  regard 
to  their  being  gentlemen  <^&mily.or  for- 
tune :  for,  in  m  countries  where  arbitrary 
power  has  been  established,  many  gentle- 
men of  the  best  families  and  fortunes, 
have,  through  fear  or  ambition,  become 
the  tools  of  ministers,  and  have  assisted  or 
auffisred  them  to  sacrifice  the  liberties  of 
their  country. 

For  this  reason,  my  Lords,  I  can  de* 
pend  only  upon  the  personal  characters  of 
officers;  and,  even  this  would  be  but  a 
precarious  dependence,  if  I  did  not  like- 
wise depend  upon  his  present  Miyesty's 
wisdom  and  goodness ;  for,  as  all  the  gen- 
tlemen of  honour  in  the  army,  may  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  crown  be  dismissed,  and 
proper  tools  put  in  their  room,  the  per- 
sonal characters  of  those  who  are  the  offi- 
cers of  our  army,  can  furnish  no  man  with 
any  certain  security  or  dependence.  But 
I  am  fully  convinced,  no  such  thing  will. 
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am  sure,  he  will  neither  attempt,  nor  al- 
low any  of  his  ministers  to  attempt,  to 
make  a  bad  use  of  our  army,  were  it  much 
more  numerous  than  it  is ;  and  yet,  my 
Lords,  I  must  bemoan,  because  1  cannot 
account  for,  some  things  that  have  lately 
Jbappfioed:  some  gentlemen  ha^e  been 


lately  turned  out  oi^ht  anay,  idtboot 
having  had  any  crime  so  much  as  aUedged 
agaii^t  tnem;  gentlemen  who,  to  the 
merit  of  long  and  faithftil  services,  have 
added  the  right  and  title  of  purchase. 
These  things,  I  say,  I  cannot  account  for. 
His  Majesty  had  'certainly  eood  reasons 
for  what  he  did ;  but,  the  knowledge  I 
have  of  the  gentlemen,  and  the  regud  I 
have  for  them,  oblige  me  to  think,  that 
those  reasons  were  founded  on  mkrepre- 
sentation;  and  such  accidents  ^ve  me 
thegreater  concern,  because,  whoi  offiocn 
of  the  army  are  dismiss^  without  any 
cause  assigned,  the  world  are  apt  to  judge, 
it  was  not  for  their  vices,  but  for  their  vir- 
tues. These  late  eSuunples  give  me  ter- 
rible apprehensions  of  what  may  happen  in 
some luture reign ;  and  therefore,!  must 
think,  it  is  high  time  for  us  tobeg^  to  re- 
duce our  army. 

Lord  Hinton  rose  and  said : 

My  L(H^ ;  Considering  how  often  the 
affiur  now  bdTore  us,  has  been  debated  in 
this  House,  I  am  surprized,  that  thosewho 
speak  upon  one  side  of  the  question, 
should  still  continue  to  make  use  of  those 
arguments,  which  have  been  so  o^ 
shewn  t&  be  built  upon  a  wrong  founds- 
tion.^  They  always  suppose,  that  the 
keeping  up  a  military  force  is  a  late  en- 
croachment upon  our  constitution,  and  in- 
consistent witn  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
This  supposition  they  take  for  granted,  and 
upon  this  they  found  most  of  Uie  argu- 
ments they  make  use  of,  in  &vour  of  the 
reduction  they  propose.  Now,  I  can  nei- 
ther grant,  that  the  keeping  up  of  a  miiits- 
ry  force  is  a  late  encroachment,  or  any 
encroachment  upon  our  constitution ;  nor 
can  I  grant,  that  it  is  inconsistent  with  ths 
liberties  of  the  people ;  for  in  this  countij 
it  has  always  been  the  custom,  in  all  coun- 
tries it  is  necessary,  to  have  some  sort  of 
militarv  force,  upon  which  the  people  can 
depend,  not  only  fordefendingthem  against 
foreign  invasions,  but  for  en&ling^the  civil 
ma|;istrate  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
society,  against  great  and  powerful  of- 
fenders. 

This  military  force,  my  Lords,  which  I 
say  is  necessary  in  every  country,  may 
consist  in  their  militia,  or  it  may  consist  in 
a  body  of  regular  troops  kept  in  continual 
pay ;  but  whatever  it  consists  in,  it  must 
be  such  a  one  as  may  be  depended  on,  for 
the  two  purposes  I  have  mentioned ;  therein 
fore  when  a  society  finds  it  cannot  trust  to 
its  militia^  a  body  of  x^ular  tiocfps  mfft 
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necessarOjbe  kept  in  continual  pay;  and 
that  when  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
safety  of  the  people,  cannot  be  an*  en- 
croachment upon  our  constitution,  or  in- 
consistent witn  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
Infonner  tiroes,  when  none  of  our  neigh- 
boarskept  any  regular  troops  in  pay,  and 
wheDOor  mintia,  and  those  possessed  of 
nilitaiyfees  or  tenures,  were  all  bred  up 
to  military  discipline,  and  provided  with 
proper  arms  for  tne  defence  of  their  coun- 
try, as  well  as  themselves,  we  could  depend 
upon  our  militia;  but  of  late  years  our 
neighbours  have  all  begun  to  keep  large 
bodies  of  regular  troops  in  continual  pay, 
and  our  people  have  applied  themselves  so 
touch  to  arts  and  industry,  that  they  have 
hot  time  to  breed  themselves  up  to  military 
discipline,  nor  will  they  be  at  the  expence 
of  providing  themselves  with  arms ;  there- 
fore we  can  now  put  no  trust  or  confidence 
in  our  militia,   either  for  defending  us 
gainst  foreign  invasions,  or  for  enabling 
tne  civil  magistrate  to  execute  our  laws 
igamst  powerful  offenders ;  and  for  this 
reason  we  are  now,  and  Imve  been  for  some 
years,  under  a  necessity  of  keeping  up  a 
^arge  body  of  regular  troops  in  continual 
pay;  which  body  of  regular  troops  must 
always  bear  some  proportion  to  the  num- 
bers of  regular  troops,  with  which  we  may 
at  any  time  be  invaded,  and  to  the  num- 
bers of  those  who,  we  have  reason  to  ap- 
prehend, want   only  jin  opportunity  for 
rising  m  arms  against  the  government,  and 
laws  of  their  country. 

Thus  it  appears,  my  Lords,  that  the 
Sleeping  up  a  body  of  regular  troops  is  no 
late  encroachment  upon  our  constitution  : 
h  is  only  an  alteration  we  have  been 
obliged  to  make,  with  respect  to  that  mili- 
tanr  force  which  we  must  always  have,  for 
defending  us  against  foreign  invasions,  and 
domestic  offenders.  And  that  the  keeping 
op  of  a  body  of  regular  troops  is  not  incon- 
•etent  with  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
^ost  appear,  I  tliink,  not  only  from  expe- 
rience, but  from  its  having  been  so  long 
and  so  often  a^eed  to  by  parliament ;  for, 
from  an  experience  of  so  many  years  stand- 
ing, I  should  think  that  some  proofs  or 
tokens  of  this  pretended  inconsistency 
would  have  become  evident,  at  least  I  must 
|J"nk,  that  the  signs  or  symptoms  of  this 
^consistency,  if  Uiere  had  been  any  such 
|Wng,  could  not  so  long  have  escaped  the 
judgment  and  penetration  of  parliament; 
and  whatever  some  Lords  may  be  pleased 
to  think  of  our  parliaments  smce  the  Re- 
Toiutiooj  y^t  I  must  say,  I  hiave  sb  goop 


an  opinion  of  their  honour,  and  regard  for 
their  country,  that  I  am  convincecf  no  One 
of  them  would  have  agreed  to  the  keeping 
up  a  body  of  regular  troops,  if  they  had 
thought  it  inconsistent  with  the  liberties  of 
the  people. 

But  thouffh  I  do  not  think  that  the.keep- 
ing  up  a  body  of  regular  troops  is  in  itself 
inconsistent  with  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
yet,  my  Lords,  I  shall  readily  mnt,  that 
a  Standing  Army,  not  under  Uie  annual 
check  of  parliament,  might  be  so  modelled 
as  to  make  it  a  proper  instrumentjfor  over- 
turning the  liberties  of  the  people.    It  it 
not  the  army  that  is  of  any  dangerous  con« 
sequence  to  our  liberties,  but  it  is  the  use 
that  may  be  made  of  the  army,  after  pro- 
per care  has  been  taken  to  fill  it  with  such 
men,  as  may  be  fit  for  the  worst  use  that 
can  be  made  of  an  army.«  This  is  the  only 
danger  we  can  be  exposed  to  by  the  keep- 
ing up  of  an  army  :    this  is  a  d^ger  we 
ou^ht  to  have  a  watchful  eye  upon ;    and 
this  danger  we  may  easily  guard  against^ 
or  prevent,  as  long  as  our  army  i^  kept  up 
by  an  annual  Bill  for  that  purpose ;  whicQ 
shews  the  difference  between  an  army  kept 
up  by  an  annual  Bill,  and  an  army  kept  up  by 
a  perpetual  law,  so  clearly,  that  I  am  sur- 
prized to  hear  it  6aid,theyareboth  Standin^^ 
Armies,  and  equally  dangerous  to  our  con- 
stitution. Whilst  recourse  must  be  annually 
had  to  parliament  for  a  new  law  ibr  keeping 
UD  our  army,  it  will  always  be  in  the  powet 
01  parliament  to  dissolve  that  army,  Dy  re- 
fusing their  autliority  for  keeping  it  up,  in 
case  any  attempt  should  be  made  towarc^ 
modelling  that  army,  so  as  to  make  it  Bp , 
for  bad  pur|)6ses ;  or  they  may  throw  ia 
such  regulations  into  the  kw  for  keepin|p 
it  up,  as  must  prevent  all  such  attemptt 
for  the   future;   whereas,  if  our   army 
should  be  once  established  by  a  perpetual 
law,  it  would  be  out  of  the  power  of  par- 
liament either  to  dissolve  the  army,  or  to 
provide  against  such  attempts :   it  would 
he  then  properly  a  Standing  Army ;   for, 
I  think,  tne  army  ought  always  to  take  iti 
appellation  from  the  law  or  custom  bj 
which  it  is  kept  up.    Those  laws  or  cus- 
toms which  are  designed  to  be  perpetual, 
we  generally  call  the  standing  laws  or  cus- 
toms of  a  country ;  but  I  never  yet  heard 
an  annual  law  called  a  standing  law,  nor 
would  it  deserve  that  name,  though  it 
should  be  annually  agreed  to  for  a  whol* 
century  together ;  and  for  the  same  reason, 
I  think,  that  as  long  as  our  army  is  kept 
up  by  an  aimual  law,  it  can  never  be  prer 
perly  called  a  Standing  Army. 
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I  shaD  agree,  my  Lords,  that  no  greater 
army  ought  ever  to  be  kept  up  than  the 
present  necessity  requires ;  but  this  does 
not  proceed  from  the  danger,  but  from 
theexpence:  and  because  of  the  expence, 
J  should  be  fond  of  agreeing  to  a  reduction, 
If  our  affiurs  at  home  or  abroad  could  ad- 
mit of  it ;  but  1  shall  never  be  for  exposing 
the  peace  of  my  country,  and  the  safety 
t>f  my  fellow  subjects,  to  invasions  and 
insurrections,  for  the  sake  of  saving  the. 
.expence  of  keeping  up  5  or  6,000  regular 
troops.  Therefore,  amsidering  the  great 
numoer  of  regular  troops  kept  up  by 
every  one  of  our  neighbours,  and  the  pre- 
sent universal  degeneracy  and  neglect 
amonff  our  people,  with  respect  to  arms 
Imd  military  discipline,  I  shall  always  be 
extremely  cautious  of  agreeing  to  any  re- 
duction, imless  I  think  we  are  in  a  state, 
not  only  of  the  most  profound  tranquillity, 
but  of.  the  most  certain  and  apparent  se- 
curity ;  which  I  shall  never  thinx,  as  long 
as  it  requires  so  much  art»  and  such  a 
power  of  eloquence,  as  the  noble  lords, 
who  have  spoke  upon  the  other  side  of  the 
auestion,  have  made  use  of,  for  shewing 
mt  this  is  our  happy  state  at  present. 

The  very  question  now  under  our  con- 
•ideration,  my  Lords,  must  convince  us, 
that  we  shall  always  be  under  a  necessity 
of  keeping  up  some  certain  number  of  re- 
gular troops;  for  the  noble  lord  who  made 
the  motion,  and  the  noble  lord  who  has 
•poke  in  £Eivour  of  it,  have  endeavoured  to 
anew,  that  we  are  now  in  as  great  tran-. 
quiUityand  security,  as  we  can  ever  here- 
after be  supposed  to  be  in  ;  from  whence 
I  must  conclude,  that  even  they  are,  and, 
pideed,  every  gentleman  mustbeofopi- 
pibn,  that  it  will  always  be  necessary  tor 
us  to  keep  some  regular  troops  in  pay. 
This,  1  say,  my  Lords,  is  a  necessty  we 
fnust  always  be  under,  as  long  as  the  far 
greatest  part  of  our  people  apply  them- 
selves so  much  to  arts  and  industry,  as  to 
tieglect  entirely  the  breeding  themselves 
up  to  arms  and  military  discipline ;  and  this 
will  always  be  our  case,  as  long  as  we  are 
an  industrious,  trading,  and  consequently 
a  rich  people  :  for  from  all  histories  we 
may  observe,  that  the  most  warlike  people 
have  generally  been  the  most  idle,  and  of 
course  the  most  destitute  of  riches.  That 
military  force,  therefore,  which  is  neces- 
aarv  for  protecting  us  against  our  foreign 
and  domestic  enemies,  must,  while  we  re- 
main in  our  present  circumstances,  consist 
In  the  reffular  troops  we  keep  in  continual 
fay ;  ana  th^  nuad»er  of  thos^  troops  ought 
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always,  as  I  have  said,  to  be  in  propoctioa 
to  the  danger  we  happen  to  be  in  at  the 
time.  As  to  the  danger  we  are  now  in 
from  foreign  enemies,  I  shall  freely  own, 
my  Lords,  that,  considering  our  superio- 
rity at  sea,  if  we  were  in  no  danger  from 
domestic  enemies,  a  less  number  of  regu* 
lar  troops  than  we  have  at  present,  might 
be  sufficient  to  guard  us  against  invasions; 
because  a  less  number  would  be  able  to 
defeat  any  invasion,  that  could  be  made 
upon  us  suddenly  and  unawares,  if  we 
were  sure  they  would  not  be  joined  by  anj 
great  number  of  our  own  people ;  there- 
tore,  I  think  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  en- 
deavour to  answer  these  arguments,  the 
noble  lords  have  made  use  off  for^wing 
that  we  are  at  present  in  no  danger  from 
abroad  :  I  shall  endeavour  to  answer  those 
arguments  only,  which  they  have  made 
use  of,  for  shewing,  that  we  are  in  no 
present  dan^r  from  our  d(miestic  ene- 
niics  ;  and,  if  I  can  shew  that  we  are  now 
in  some  danger  from  our  domestic  foes,  I 
must  observe,  that  while  we  are  so,  we  can 
never  be  in  an  absolute  security  against 
foreign  danger ;  for  that  security  which  is 
founded  upon  the  seeming  resolutions  of 
foreign  princes,  or  the  serene  countenance 
of  foreign  courts,  is  a  security  ve  ought 
never  to  depend  on. 

My  Lords,  it  is  the  danger  we  are  in 
from  our  domestic  enemies,  that  makes 
me  aeainst  a  deduction  of  our  army ;  it  is 
this  that  enhances  every  foreign  danger  we 
can  apprehend,  and  makes  that  seem  pro- 
bable which  woj^d  otherwise  be  impossi- 
ble. The  noble  lord,  who  spoke  last,  was 
pleased  to  make  a  distinction  between  dis* 
affection  and  dissatisfaction,  which  at  other 
times,  or  under  other  governments,  might 
be  a  just  distinction  ;  but,  I  cannot  allow, 
that  it  is  applicable  to  our  people  under 
the  present  government  When  a  govern- 
ment is  pursuing  wrong  measures,  when 
those  in  power  are  grasping  at  more  than 
they  ought  to  have  by  our  constitution,  or 
committing  acts  of  violence  and  oppres- 
sion, the  people  have  reason  to  be  dissatis- 
fied ;  and  in  that  case  there  is  no  remov- 
ing Uie  dissatisfactioD,  but  by  a  change  of 
measures,  and  bringmg  those  to  condign 
punishment,  who  were  the  authors  of  that 
dissatisfaction :  But  under  our  present  go* 
vemment,  no  measures  have  been  pursued, 
but  what  have  been  approved  of  by  parlia-* 
ment ;  no  encroachments  have  been  mado 
upon  the  liberties  of  the  people  ;  no  acta 
or  fraud  or  oppression  have  been  com« 
mitted|  or  At  lea^t  aphq  aucb  Imvebeea 
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patronhEed  or  oountenaBoed  by  our  go- 
Ternmeiit:  therefore,  if  there  be  an^ 
amcngit  a*  that  appear  discontentedy  it 
mutt  proceed  from  disaffectioiiy  or  from 
private  resentmenty  .perhiqps  from  a  re« 
lentment  founded  upon  their  having  been 
refined,  what  it  would  have  been  impru** 
dent  or  unjust  in  our  government  to  have 
mated,  or  upon  their  not  being  indulged 
10  things  that  are  inconsistent  with  our 
constitttdooy  or  with  the  peace  and  happi- 
neu  c£  society  ;  and  that  discontent  which 
proceeds  from  such  a  resentment,  or  in- 
deed, irom  any  resentment  of  a  private 
nature,  I  cannot  call  by  so  soft  a  name  as 
that  of  dissatisfaction  :  1  must  call  it  sedi- 
tion; and  the  only  way  of  guarding  against 
Mdition,  is  to  enable  our  government  to 
prevent  its  being  in  the  power  of  the  sedi- 
tious to  do  mischief.  As  a  certain  num- 
ber of  regular  troops  roust  be  kept  up  ; 
SB  DO  number  of  regular  troops  Kept  up 
according  to  our  present  method  can  be  of 
dangerous  consequence  to  our  constitution, 
or  in  the  least  contrary  to  revolution 
principles ;  and,  as  no  greater  number  of 
such  troops  has  ever  been  kept  up,  than 
vhat  was  thought  necessary  by  both 
Houses  of  Parliament ;  therefore,  the 
keeping  upof  such  a  numerous  army,  could 
never  aSord  matter  of  discontent  to  any 
man,  who  has  nothing  in  view,  but  the 
good  of  his  country,  and  the  preservation 
of  our  happy  establishment. 

If  there  were  no  discontents  in  the  na- 
tion, but  what  proceeded  from  a  just  dis- 
nti^action,  1  am  sure  there  could  be  none, 
tnd,  in  that  case,  I  should  be  for  the  re- 
duction proposed ;  but,  my  Lords,  there 
sre  great  and  general  murmurings  and  dis- 
contents in  the  nation,  and  all  those  mur- 
murings and  discontents  proceed  original- 
Ifi  1  believe,  from  disanection  and  sedi- 
tion. It  is  the.disaffected  and  the  sedi- 
tious, my  Lords,  that  magnify  every  acci- 
dental misfortune  we  meet  with,  that  mis- 
represent the  most  prudent  measures  the 
government  can  take,  and  that  instill  into 
&e  minds  of  the  people  such  notions  of  li- 
berty, ss  are  inconsistent  with  society. 
Power,  I  shall  grant,  my  Lords,  is  apt  to 
exceed  its  bounds,  and  may  deviate  into 
oppression ;  but  I  hope  it  wdl  be  granted, 
that  liber^  is  likewise  apt  to  exceed  its 
just  boondls,  and  may  deviate  into  licen- 
fiousness.  When  the  former  happens  to 
be  the  case,  it  is  then  high  time  to  think 
of  difiptng  the  wings  of  those  in  power,  by 
j^cing  our  army ;  but  when  the  latter 
M>pptDs  to  be  our  casew  wiU  any  oma  mv 
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it  is  then  a  proper  time  to  tie  up  the  handl 
of  those  in  power,  or  to  weaken  the  only 
effectual  curb  our  ^vemment  has  for  re- 
straining the  licentious  >  this  is  our  unfor- 
tunate case  at  present :  by  the  audacious- 
ness of  the  disaffected  and  the-  seditious, 
and  by  the  lenity  of  our  laws,  as  well  as  of 
those  in  po^er,  there  is  such  a  spirit  of  li- 
centiousness spread  among  the  lowermost 
sort  of  our  people,  that  I  believe,  noUiing 
could  command  their  obedience  to  the  laws 
of  their  country,  but  the  r^ular  troops 
we  keep  in  pay ;  and  when  tile  people  are 
ripe  for  an  insurrection,  who  Knows  but 
some  foreign  power  may,  at  unawares, 
throw  in  a  few  trobps  amongst  us,  in  order 
to  set  that  spirit  in  a  flame,  which  is  now 
smothered  by  our  having  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  regular  troops  in  every  cor- 
ner? 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  I  need  not  take  up 
your  time  with  giving  you  any  examples  of 
the  licentiousness,  that  now  reigns  among 
the  lowermost  sort  of  our  people.  The 
great  countenance  and  protection  the 
smuff^lers  meet  with,  in  every  comer  of 
the  kingdom,  from  the  common  people, 
and  I  wish  I  could  not  say,  from  some  of  a 
superior  rank ;  the  many  mobs  and  riots 
that  have  happened  on  account  of  turn- 
pikes ;  and  the  unaccountable  opposition 
that  has  been  made  to  one  of  the  best  and 
most  necessary  laws  that  ever  was  enacted, 
1  mean  the  law  against  retailing  spirituous 
liquors;  must  convince  every  man,  that 
there  is  such  a  spirit  of  licentiousness 
among  the  vulgar,  as  can  neither  be  cor- 
rected or  restrained  by  the  civil  power, 
without  the  assistance  of  rej^ular  troops ; 
and  as  this  spirit  of  mobbing  is  spread  over 
the  whole  kmgdom,  as  mobs  and  tumults 
are  always  most  hurtful  and  most  danger- 
01)8  to  the  best  sorts  of  people,  and  to  the 
most  worthy  and  most  duisent  magistrates^ 
they  might  do  infinite  and  irreparable  da- 
mage, if  there  were  not  a  body  of  regular 
troops,  in  or  near  every  place  where  anj 
such  can  happen :  as  tnese  troops  are  al- 
ways near  at  nand,  and  ready  to  march  to 
the  assistance  oi  the  civil  magistrate, 
though  they  cannot  entirely  prevent  mobs, 
yet  it  is  certain  they  render  them  less  fre- 
quent, and  prevent  their  doing  the  mis- 
chief they  would  otherwise  do.  Tliis  is  an 
advantage  now  enjoyed  in  every  part  of 
the  kin^om ;  whereas,  if  we  make  the  re- 
duction proposed,  we  may  still  perhi^ 
enjoy  it  here  about  London,  but  a  great 
many  counttyplaces  must  be  left  entirely 
d^titute  of  troops,  aod  consefua^tly  tM 
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better  sort  of  people  left  a  pvejr  to  a  Meen* 
tMMK  and  unruljT  fiopuiace. 

For  this  leascm,  my  Lords,  if  thefe  were 
no  odiery  I  must  be  against  makiog  a  re- 
duciion  oi  our  armyy  and  shall  be  against 
it^  as  long  as  the  present  licentious  spirit 
pi««ails  amoog  Ant  meaner  sort  of  our 
jpeopl^ ;  for  wbatever  regard  former  nobs 
may  have  shewn  to  the  illostrious  fimiily 
vpon  the  throne,  whatever  regard  they 
may  have  shewn  to  the  lives  or  properties 
<if  their  fiettow-su^eots,  as  they  have  been, 
and  alwm  will  be,  spirited  up  by,  and 
much  smoepthe  government  of  the  cUsaf- 
lacted  and  aediteous,  if  any  futiute  mob 
should  come  to  such  a  head  as  to  deserve 
the  name  of  an  insurrection,  I  am  afraid 
they  would  shew  no  gr^U  regard,  either 
tottie  libeities  or  properties  of  their  fellow- 
subjects,  or  to  our  present  happy  estab* 
tpdhimaots  and  therefore,  if  the  present 
question  had  beei)  moved  by  any  gentle- 
IWOB  of  meancificumstances,  or  b^  one 
who  could  be  suspected  of  disalfection  or 
aeditioa,  I  should  have  answered  him.  in 
Ae  words  of  Cato  to  Julius  Csesar,  on  oc- 
IMsiast  of  the  Catiline  oonspiraqr :  *  Quasi 
#  vera  mali,  atque  scdesti  tantummodo  in 
f  ii4>e«  et  BOB^4)er  totam  Italiam  sint ;  out 
^aon  ibi  plus  possit audacii^ ubi  ad  defen'- 
^4^umopeaminoressmit.  Quarevanum 
f  Of  ttidem  doo  consilium  eet^  si  pericuhnl 
f  ex.  iiys  netttiii  Sin  in  tanto  omaiiim 
^  amtu  sohis  noo  timet;  eo  magis  refcrt, 
f  me  mihi,  atque  vobis  timere.* 

14ape  I  have  now  shewn,  my  Lords, 
that  wie  di^eotprasentingreatdangerfiom 
pur  4omestiG  enemies,  that  this  danger 
iMptalwo^  while  it  httts,  render  our  se- 
curitf -agamst  IbreigB  danger  |nrecarious, 
4hat  we  have  bo  way  of  guardmg  against 
eithet  of  these  dangers,  but  by  keeping  up 
«  bod^xof  regular  troops^  and  that  the 
iMMBiber  we  noiir  keep^«qp,  is  thip  least  ttikt 
can  at  present  be  8upf)osed  sufficient  for 
this  fNirposo.  I  know  it  may  be  said,  that 
*w»  have  our  auiitia  to  trust  to,  and  that 
'Oarmilt^witt  generally  be  sufficient  to 
^uaid  us  against  imtirrecdons  at  home, 
and  against  all  such  invasions  as  can  be 
Mde  4ipon  us  from  abroad«  My  Lords, 
there-is  no  msat  has  a  better  opinion  than 
•Ihave  of  the  courage  of  our  men  in  gene- 
Mi  I  I  know  they  have  strong  aadagOity 
<ouperk>r  to  most  of  their  neighbours,  and 
oourage  sufficient  for  enabling'  them  to 
si^e  a  oroper  use  of  their  natural  strength 
and  aguity;  therefore,  man  to  man*  I 
icould  trust  Co  them  4^mB8t  any  equal 
MudtbOi^  «f  tm^ifr  tb«  world ;  but  per- 


sofial  ooumge,  strength  a«d  «giity»  with* 
out  military  discipliae,  ase  of  little  signifi. 
cation  in  an  army.  If  every  man  ia  your 
army  does  not  know  honr  to  obey  the  void 
of  command^  in  an  eKiotandregalarmaa- 
ner,  in  theoay  of  battle,  your  army  ouut 
gpo  in  confiision ;  and  in  such  a  case,  the 
personal  courage  of  the  men  does  but  »• 
crease  the  slaughter ;  for  after  an  anny  ii 
eooe  put  in  oonfusioe,  ike  most  coun^ 
oils  must  trust  to  his  heelafor  his  safety^or 
die  by  the  sword  of  the  unitod  force  that 
attackshim.  This  is  the  cause  of  that  in- 
equality which  has  always  been  found  be* 
tween  militia aad  regular  troops;  aodfor 
this  reason,  we  can  never  depend  upoa 
our  mititia,  wlum  regular  troops  sre 
broocht  against  them-  Even  in  tne  hts 
rebeuion,  we  foimd  we  could  put  no  trsst 
in  oar  militia,  though  no  regular  traofa 
were  then  brought  against  them.  The  mi* 
litia,  we  know,  did  us  little  or  bo  sernce, 
upon  that  occasion,  in  any  part  of  theking- 
dom,  which  is  a  6ct  so  notorious,  thai  I 
am  persuaded  it  will  not  be  denied;  but, 
if  it  were,  it  could  easily  bO'Coainned  by 
a  nohl^  lord  now  present,  who  hsd  tlie 
principal  share  m.  suppreaaing  that  rebc^ 
lion. 

From  henoe  we  mi^8ee»  my  Lords,  that 
our  mUitia  is  what  wo  van  put  no  trust  in 
for  defending  us  agaiaatuavasioDs;  and 
with  r^fard  to  our.  dafoaca  agwst  Bioia 
and  insurrections,  I  am  aure»  whilst  tbe 
present  spirit  of  lioeotiouBness  prevails, 
our  militia  am  be  of  no  aervioe,' because 
our  militia  ia  chiefly  compoacd  of  that  MVt 
of  men,  who  at  preseot,  isistead  of  opfMS- 
iog,  wo^  probably  join  with  any  mob  or 
insuitcction  that-  might  happen.  Tbea 
with  respect  to  the  execution  of  our  Isvt 
against  smugglen,  destroyers  oi  tumptoi 
and  retailemof  spiritnous  liqnoia,  I  miat 
desire  your  Lordshipawoiild  consider,  boa 
it  would  be  possible  to  prevent  oe  poaidi 
any  one  of  toese  grievances,  if  we  had  no* 
thmg  but  our  nmitia,  to  trust  to^  Cao  it 
be  supposed  that  the  militia  of  any  coon^ 
upon  the  sea^-ooast- would  oppose,  aioa 
less  venture  their  lives  in  ^rehsading 
•inugglers;  when  it  is  well  Jmowii,  tbat 
-thero  ia  hardly  one  man  of  mean  cirsuo^ 
stances  in  any  of  those  counties,  sod  of 
-such  your  mihtia  must  always  chiefly  con* 
sist,  but  what  is  conccfned,  or  has  a  bm- 
ther,  a  son,  or  some  near  rdatioa,  or  intt^ 
4nate  friend,  concerned  in  such  practices, 
the  case  is  the  same  with  regard  to  those 
counties  where  the  turnpikes  liafve  been 
deslrpyetl^  and  witlabrajFa  bo  thoJff^  ^ 
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Miete^  m  tverj  ^onmtfwh»e  Mch  oS* 
fenceidiiQhappe&ldbecoiiimitieda  aod 
I  aiii  amnacea  no  omo  exoeetay  that  am 
milita  iKmM  proteet  one  who  had  infom- 
ed  ^aaul  a  retailer  of  spurituous  liquon, 
or  £$t  Aej  waoki  rescue  faun  from  the 
hMub  of  a  Ueetitiaut  imd  cmel  iMib :  on 
tke  cMMrary,  I  belicYe*  thejr  would  join 
vkb  the  iaob»  and  would  aniat  them  in  all 
the  oQtragee  and  ertiekiee  thev  commit 

rnick  eooasmak  It  would  be  impoa* 
for  the  civil  magistrate,  or  the  officers 
efthemOi^  to  command  their  dbediettce 
iomyof  theeaate  I  have  moiiaoned';  for 
when  the  people  in  feneral  are  so  Hoeati- 
Do^as  te  cooteniD  and  despise  the  laws  ci 
thev  coBatfy,  we  cannot  weH  expect,  that 
osrmfiitia  would  shew  any  regard  to  Bm 
aolhoril^  of  a  aifil  mi^t8lrale«  or  that 
thejveiild  obey  die  eomanaads  ^ their  of- 
ucan* 

Tfai]%  my  Leeds,  Ihavedhenniy  that  our 
imtiiir  eammt,  at  pvaent,  be  depended  09 
for  defending  aa  agphut  invasionB,  insor* 
nctioas.  Off  rtaanulla;  nor  fer  asststing  the 
(M  msi^stwte  in  die  exeootion  of  mir 
Imtb:  hSi  four  levdriiips  will  perhaps  say, 
that  our  mdiitia  naay,  by  pfoper  regaukieiia 
vd  doe  eare,  be  miide  as  wel^acguahited 
with  military  dfaoij^De^  m  any  regolar 
<»oapfl,  and  that  thoae  kwa,  whicdi  are 
&uod  ttf  be  diangrfniiMf  to  tim  people  in 
Meml,nm^be  aO'alteved,  or  aneh  new 
mn  made  in'  tskm  room,  as  may  be  ao 
ap^Mbla^tfaal  moafrmen  m  the  kingdom 
nl  ceacnr  in  adeing  them  di^  put  in^eSGe- 
Cf^M,  Afy  Lends,  when  auchrepidatioQa 
>eTBadg,apd  ana  found  to  be  OTOetoal,  it 
*^  ba  a  good  argument  for  reducing^ 
pBnia|)e  disbanding,  our  reauhir  troops-) 
h^  mrdy,  the  possibfiity  of  doing  snch 
^^ings  ean  be  no  argument  for  an  imma^ 
diate  ledaetioni  Whether  they  are  possi** 
Uc  ornet,  ismdml  I  shaft  not  ttowtahe  upon 
me  ta  determine;  hot  I  have  a  greet  aua- 
piM,  that  BO  regulations  yon  can  make 
vill  be  fand  to  be  eiectual  for  these  pur* 
P««  As  tethe  militia^  I  donet  think 
JOQ  caaltar  net  men  to^spend  as  much  of 
neir  time,;  as^iieaiiaaBry  for  making  and 
tytiayiag  themaeives  maaterrof  maitary 
'"cipiinesidien  they  theraaelve»aeeno  ne* 
J^t)r  for  ao  doing,  nnkm  yoi>  pa^  them 
>orthat past  o£  their  time  they  beatow  la 
tewiqr.  If  yea  pey  them,  it  wil^coat 
^ianaeh'aailie  regekr  anny  you  now 
*"ntnn,  and  it  wBlbe  as  great'  a  lom  to 
ttW'PQhlic,  by  the  hM»  0?  thmr  kfaoer, 

^^^BftiBietfKytaieiem^oyedl  i»miK<- 


wbole  trust  in  tout  ratlstia^  yea  must 
have,  at  least,  three  times  the  nua^ber  of 
the  regular  tro<^  you  now  keep  ia  daily 
pa^.  And  then,  with  respect  to  the  law* 
which  are  new  found  to  be  disagreeable,  I 
am  afraid  no  regulations  you  can  meke,  #ill 
ever  be  agreable,  if  they  are  effectud  for 
the  end  prc^posed ;  for  few  men,  now-n^ 
days,  have  so  mudi  regards  for  the  pabik,^' 
as  not  to  avoid  paymg  those  taxet^  or  im- 
posts, which  are  necessary  for  the  pablie 
service,  as  slten  as  they  can-  do  it  with 
safe^i  and  therefore,  most  men  will  think 
diose  kiws  severe}  thai  enfoi^e  the  pav- 
ment  of  such  taxes,  and  will  be  apt  to  fo- 
vour  thoae  who  aaaiat  them  m  gettmg  free 
from  the  p^ment  of  them,  and  to  oppoae 
the  officers  who  are  employed  in  eoUectme 
them.  Widi  re|^  to  the  retail  of  ipirS 
tuouslieuora,  itislheaimie;  thedrinainy 
of  auoh  liottora  is  now  beoeoie  the  fimieffile 
vioe  of  the  meaner  aoH  of  peopie ;  and 
though  it  etidently  lends  to  the  destmctiolr 
of  their  heakh,  as  well  as  their  merak,  ytt^ 
I  bdieve,  thev  will  always  find  faidt  with, 
and  oppose  the  execution;  of  any  law  than 
efieetually  prevents  their  indulging  themk 
selves  in  this  fovourlte  vice.  From  dh 
which  I  multcanckide,'  that  the  best  me-' 
tmd  of  securing  ouraehrea  af^ainsl  all 
dangers  of  a  foae^fn  or  demesne  nanire/ 
and  the  beat  method  for  eKecutmg  those 
laws  which  are  necessary  for  the  good  of 
the  public,  is  to  keep  such  a  nnmberof 
reanuar  troops  b  daily  pay^.  as  maf  be 
siraieicat  for  these  purposes^  aooeiding  to 
the  dreumatancea  we  may  happen  to  hie  in 
af  the  time^ 

,  Thia,  my  Lorda,  I  oonfeaa,  must  alwmrtf 
be  an  expence  to  Uie  people^  and  muat  be 
greater  or  lem  aecordms  to thenumber  of 
troops  we  keep  in  nay ;  Uierefore  Ishall^al^ 
ways  be  for-  a  reouetion,  when  I  think  it 
can  be  made  without  subjecting  the  peo- 
ple to  the  dbnger  of  e  much  greater  ex* 
penee;  but  aa  I  have  observed,,  thattteduc* 
tions  have  ^penerally  been-  attended  with 
invaaioDaor  maurrec^kiui;  and  as  we  are, 
upon  •  sooh  occasions,  ebtiged  not  *onlv  tcT 
increase  our  own  amiy,  bet  to  call  in 
foreign  auxilianaSfWhidn.puta  the  people 
to  a-  much  greater  expence  thanrthey  saved 
by  the  reductidn,  therefore^  for  the  sake  of 
the  peoplev  I  shall  never  be  for  a  redue^ 
ttODv  when  I  liiittk  there  ia  the  least  danger 
of aninvadoh  or  insurrection^  and  Lmust 
thhik  we  are  in  daaper  of  both,  when  there 
is  siichi »  spirit  :of  diaaSectioa,  or.  dissatis* 
foolion,  ;Qr.taedition,i  call  it  which  you  wiU, 
aa  I  tmit  acsgps'inr  thie.<ation  at  preaant* 
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But  besides  the  expence  of  calling  in 
foreign  troops,  I  must  take  notice,  m^ 
Lords,  that  if  an  army  of  our  own  subjects 
can  be  of  anj^  daneerous  consequence  to 
our  constitution,  I  am  sure  an  army  of 
foreign  troops  must  be  much  more  so. 
lliis  is  so  true,  that  1  believe  no  one  in- 
stance can  be  shewn,  where  the  liberties  of 
a  free  people  have  been  effectually  and 
irretrievably  overturned,  without  the  assist- 
ance of  some  foreign  auxiliaries;  for  though 
it  has  sometimes  happened,  that  the  liber- 
ties of  a  country  have  been  encroached 
on,  orfi>r  a  time  suspended,  by  an  army  of 
their  own  people,  yet  it  has  generally,  I 
may  say  always,  been  found,  that  that  very 
army  restored  their' liberties  as  soon  as 
diey  became  sensible  of  the  injury  they 
had  done  their  country;  therefore,  I  hope, 
all  those  who  are  real  fViends  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  liberties  of  this  kingdom,  will 
be  against  any  measure,  which  may  proba- 
bly give  our  government  a  handle  for 
calling  in  foreign  troops  to  their  assist- 
ance, and  as  in  our  present  circumstances 
this  may  probably,  in  my  opinion,  be 
the  consequence  of  reducing  our  army, 
therefore  lam  certain  no  lord,  who  thiniiLS 
as  I  do,  can  give  his  assent  to  it. 

Whilst  our  army,  my  Lord,  is  composed 
wholly  of  our  own  countrymen,  com- 
manded by  gentlemen  of  the  best  families 
and  fortunes  in  the  kingdom,  and  kept  up 
only  from  jrear  to  year,  by  authority  of 
parliament,  it  can  never  be  of  dangerous 
consequence  to  our  constitution,  nor  can 
it  be  so  garbled  as  to  be  made  to  serve  any 
bad  purposes.  If  any  such  attempts  should 
be  made,  we  shall  always  have  it  in  our 
power  to  put  a  stop  to  such  practices  be- 
fore they  can  produce  the  designed  cfiect ; 
but,  I  hope,  the  removing  of  two  or  three 
gentlemen  from  their  posts  in  the  army, 
and  puttii^  others  of  as  good  and  as  un- 
doubted characters  in  their  room,  will  not 
be  called  garbling  the  army;  and,  there- 
fore, I  am  surprized  to  hear  any  late  acci- 
dents of  this  Kind  taken  notice  of  in  this 
debate;  for  whfle  you  preserve  your  con- 
•titution,  you  miist  leave  to  the  crown  the 
absolute  disposal  of  all  commissions  in  the 
army;  and  if  his  Majesty  has  lately,  in  a 
few  instances,  made  use  of  this  power,  he 
had  certainly  good  reasons  for  what  he 
did :  he  is  no  way  obliged  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  bis  reasons  to  this  House,  nor 
liave  we  any  right  to  enquire  into  tiiem. 
We  ought  not  so  much  as  to  take  the  least 
notice  of  such  removes,  unless  a  considte- 
^e  oiimber  of  .auqh  had  b«en  made,  aad 
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men  of  bad  characters  put  in  thepkce  of 
those  that  had  been  removed.  llien,  in* 
deed,  it  mi^t  be  proper  to  think,  not  only 
of  a  reduction,  but  or  a  dissolution  of  our 
army ;  but  as  no  such  thing  can  now  be 
complained  of,  or  suspected,  as  onr  srmy 
is,  I  think,  the  only  securi^  upon  whi<» 
our  present  tranquillity  depends,  and  a$  it 
is,  1  think,  but  barely  sufficient  for  pre- 
serving that  tranquillity,  therefore  I  am 
against  our  making  any  reduction. 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  said : 

My  Lords ;  The  only  difference,  I  find, 
that  has  been  assigned,  and,  indeed,  the 
only  difference  that  can  be  assigned,  be- 
tween an  Army  kept  up  by  a  perpetual 
law,  and  an  Army  kept  up  by  an  annoal 
Bill,  is,  that,  in  the  latter  case,  we  maj 
refuse  our  consent  to  the  continimg  of 
the  Army,  if  it  should,  at  any  time,  ap- 
pear, that  the  keeping  up  of  such  an  anny 
IS  unnecessary,  or  if  it  should,  at  any  time, 
appear,  that  some  attempts  have  been 
made  to  make  a  bad  use  of  that  Army. 
;  Now,  my  Lords,  1  think,  one  of  the  iront 
I  uses  that  can  be  made  of  an  Army,  ia,  to 
i  make  gentlemen's  commissions  in  the 
I  Army  serve  as  a  handle  for  subjecting 
I  them  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  a  court,  or 
I  favourite  minister ;  because  if  soch  an  use 
should  ever  be  made  of  your  Army,  it 
'  will  of  coarse  contribute  not  a  little  to- 
wards destroying  the  only  difference  that 
can  be  assignee,  between  an  Army  kept 
up  by  a  perpetual  law,  and  an  Army  kept 
up  by  an  annual  Bill.  If  an  ambitious  or 
guilty  minister  should  get  it  signified  to 
all  tnose  gentlemen  of  the  Army,  who 
have  the  li^nour  to  be  members  m  either 
House  of  Parliament,  that  if  diey  did  nd 
vote  according  to  his  directions,  they 
should  be  turned  out  of  the  Army,  snd 
their  subsistence  taken  from  them ;  if  he 
should  even  make  some  examples,  in  order 
to  shew  that  he  is  in  earnest ;  I  must  ssk 
gentlemen,  if  this  would  not  greatly  tend 
towards  eivinff  that  minister  a  majority, 
upon  which  he  could  depend,  in  each 
House  of  Parliament^  If  he  should  go 
ferther ;  if  he  should  get  it  signified  to  all 
the  officers  of  the  Army,  from  the  corporal 
to  the  ffeneral,  that  they  should  be  diaap- 
pointed  in  their  preferment,  unless  they 
made  use  of  all  their  interest  at  dectioDa, 
in  every  comer  where  they  coidd  procure 
any,  in  favour  of  the  candidate  recom- 
mended to  them  by  hhn ;  andifheshouki, 
in  thiB  likewise,  make  some  examples,  for 
shewing  that  he  iain  earnest^  would aflt 
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pow«r  of  Parliament  to  take  notice  of  any 
of  them;  and  aa  to  the  character  of  the 
penoQB  put  in  the  room  of  thoae  turned 
out,  a  man  may  be  of  a  ffood  character  in 
private  life ;  he  may  even  be  of  a  good  cha- 
racter as  a  soldier,  and  yet  may  not  have 
resolution  enouffh  to  risk  his  commission, 
by  voting  in  Parliament^  or  giving  his  inte- 
rest at  elections,  contrary  to  the  <urections, 
or  known  sentiments  ofa  minister;  especial* 
ly,  if  he  be  a  man  who  has  not  otherwise  a 
competent  subsistence,  according  to  that 
method  of  living  he  had  led  himself  into ; , 
and  still  more  especially,  if  it  be  at  a  time, 
when  he  sees  several  recent  examples  for 
convincmff  him  that  his  commission  is  at 
stake.  Therefcnre,  if  we  had,  in  this  re- 
spect,  no  greater  power  tbtti  what  the 
noble  lord  has  been  pleased  to  vouchsafe, 
the  Army  might*  be  made  a  handle,  for 
procuring  to  a  minister  a  continual  and 
certain  majority,  in  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament, without  its  being  in  the  power  of  * 
Parliament  to  prevent,  or  put  a  stop  to 
any  such  attempts. 

In  this  country,  in  all  countries,  nay, 
my  Lords,  in  the  most  arbitrary  countries,  • 
a  gentleman's  commission  in  the  Army  is 
reckoned  a  provision  for  life ;  and  it  is  rea- 
sonable it  should  be  so ;  for  when  a  gen- 
tleman, from  his  youth,  attaches  himself 
to  the  business  of  a  soldier,  and  for  thai 
end  neglects  every  other  business  by 
which  he  might  have  got  a  livelihood,  or 
advanced  himself  in  the  worlds  the  com- 
mission he  acquires  by  his  conduct  and 
courage,  or  by  his  long  and  faithful  ser- 
vices, perhaps  with  the  loss  of  a  great  deal 
of  his  blooo,  and  even  some  of  his  limbs,* 
ought  to  be  a  provision  for  life.  It  is  a 
property  which  ought  not,  which  cannot 
justly  be  taken  from  him,  unless  he  forfeits 
it  by  some  civil  or  military  crime.  And  if 
to  this  we  add  the  title  of  purchase,  if  a 
gent)f man  bestoH's  the  fortune  given  him 
by  hii  parents  or  relations,  upon  the  pur- 
chase of  a  commission,  ana  makes  that 
purchase  with  the  connivance,  perhaps  in 
some  measure  with  the  countenance  of 
the  Court,  surely  it  is  an  additional  argu- 
ment for  shewing,  that  his  commission 
ought  not  to  be  taken  from  him  at  tlie  ar- 
bitrary will  of  a  court,  or  upon  the  fidae 
and  sly  insinuations  ofa  favourite  minister. 
This  would  be  making  an  unjust  use  of 
the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  and  conse- 
quently an  abuJBe  which  ought  to  be  en- 
quired into  by  this  House.  But  if  an 
officer's  commission  should  be  taken  from 
him  for  not  voiiog  in  Padiamentf  or  at 


587] 

this  coatfibute  greatly  towards  hb  being 
always  shle  to  procure  a  majority  of  his 
own  creatures  to  be  chosen  members  of 
the  Honse  of  Commons?  And  if  this 
should  ever  happen  to  be  our  case,  I 
should  be  glad  to  know  the  difference  be- 
tween an  Army  kept  up  at  tlie' pleasure  of 
the  Crown,  by  a  perpetual  law,  and .  an 
Annjkept  up  at  the  pic  asure  of  the  Crown, 
by  an  annual  Bill,  to  be  passed  in  a  Parlia- 
ment, that  would  never  refuse  to  do  any 
thing  the  court  or  minister  should  desire. 

I  am  far  from  saying,  my  Lords,  that 
any  such  attempts,  or  any  such  examples, 
hsfe  been  lately  made:  I  have  statea  the 
case  in  this  light,  only  to  examine  that 
doctrine,  which  has  been  laid  down  by  the 
Doble  lord  that  spoke  last.  The  noble  lord 
was  pleased  to  tell  us,  that  the  absolute 
disposal  of  all  Commissions  in  the  Army 
is,  by  our  constitution,  vested  in  the 
Crown :  diat  when  the  King  makes  any 
extraordinary  use  of  this  power,  he  is  not 
obliged  to  gtv«  his  reasons,  nor  have  we 
any  ri^t  to  enquire  mto  them  ;  and  that 
when  any  removes  are  made,  they  oueht 
not  to  be  so  much  as  mentioned  in  this 
Home,  imleaa  a  great  number  should  be 
niade  at  a  time,  and  persons  of  a  bad  cha- 
racter put  in  the  room  of  those  turned  out. 
I  am  glad  his  lordship  was  pleased  to  leave 
OS  some  power  of  oontroui ;  but,  1  shall 
presently  shew,  that  the  power  he  has  left 
ns,  if  we  had  no  greater,  would  be  alto- 
gether inefiectual  for  preventing  the  mis- 
chief 1  have  mentioned.  Now,  my  Lords, 
1  shall  grant,  that  by  the  present  establish- 
ment of  the  Army,  his  Majesty  has  an  ab- 
tolnte  power  toaispose  of  all  commissions 
in  the  Army,  and  to  turn  gentlemen  out  of 
their  commissions,  whenever  he  has  a 
mind.  This  is,  at  present,  one  of  the 
prerogativea  of  the  Crown  ;  but  this,  like 
all  other  prerogatives,  though  it  be  abso- 
lute, it  is  not  ari>itraf7 :  it  is  subject  to  the 
controal  of  Parliament;  and,  if  any  King 
of  this  reahn  should  make  a  bad  use  of  this 
prerogative,  but  in  one  instance,  the  Par- 
nament  may  enquire  into  it,  and  may  send 
those  that  advu^ed  it,  not  only  to  the 
Tower,  but  to  Tower-hilL  To  tell  us  that 
vc  have  no  power  to  enquire  into  the 
Katons  of  any  removes,  unless  a  great 
nmnber  ahoula  be  made  at  a  time,  and 
persons  of  a  bed  character  put  in  the  room 
of  those  turned  out,  is  to  tell  us,  we  have 
no  power  at  all ;  for,  if  a  minister  should 
dare  to  noake  a  great  ntunber  of  removes 
*t  atime,  he  would  take  care  to  make 
VKhatwnber,  aaLahould  put  it  out  of  the 
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^  to  tlM  dnrecltoM  he 
may  privately  receive  from  a  anaiater,  or 
for  not  flhewing  a  mesa  and  dSshonoiirabki 
complaisance  for  a  ooint4bvourite,  k 
would  be  an  abuse  of  prerc^athre,  that 
vQuld  be  not  only  unjust  but  dangerous ; 
and  tberefere,  wcNild  more  bighly  deserve 
the  notice  of  Uiis  House. 

My  Lordsy  it  im  impossflile  to  suppose^ 
tbat  any  gentleman  ever  will  be  turned  out 
of  his  coasmisBioii  in  the  Army  without 
any  leasoOy  secret  or  revealed;  and  tihere* 
fore^  when  a  gentleman  of  good  eharaetar, 
tioth  in  hit  civil  and  military  capacity^  is 
dismissed,  widioot  any  reason  assigned, 
the  world  will  suppose  it  was  for  reasoas 
that  cannot  be  owned:  they  will  suppose 
it  was  for  someof  tho  reasons  I  havemen» 
tioned :  diey  will  from  thence  conclude^ 
that  this  House  ought  to'  enquire  into  it ; 
and  if  we  do  not,  Sie  reproach  wiU  lie  at 
4Dur  door ;  for  which  reason,  if  we  have  a 
due  regard  to  our  own  characters,  which 
must  always  depend  upon  the  epnion  of 
the  public,  we  ought  to  enquire  into  eveiy 
such  removal  or  dismitflioa.  If  it  was 
made  upon  just  grounds,  we  shaH  do 
justice  to  the  person  injured,  and  vindicate 
our  ovfn  characters  by  punishing  the  ad* 
visers;  if  it  was  made  upon  iust  grounds, 
wo  shall  undeceive  the  people,  and  vindi- 
cate the  crown. 

As  to  the  late  removes  that  have  been 
wade,  whether  we  ou^t  to  enquire  into 
all  or  any  of  them,  is  what  I  shall  not  take 
open  Bse  to  determine;  but,  my  Loids^ 
wiuttever  may  have  been  the  true  reasons, 
they  have  raised,  I  am  sure'  thev  must 
laae,  a  general  suspicion  amoi^  tne  peo- 
ple. Some  gentlemen  have  lively  been 
tamed  out  ot  their  commissions  in  the 
amy,  who-  cannot  be  so  much  as  suspect- 
ed of  disaftction,  because  they  have  ven- 
tured their  lives  for  tiie  suj^ort  of  our 
pmsent  eetabhshmeat;  nor  can- they  be 
aocnsed  of  faavinff  ever  been  gutKy  of  the 
least  fimlt,  or  of  having  been  liable  to  thsi 
least  reproach,  etthev  m  "their  civil  or  mi- 
litary capacity,-80  for  at  least  as  is  publidy 
known ;  and  yet  their  commissions  in  the 
smy,  Uieiv  military  property,  I  nny  call 
k^  has  been  taken  from  them,  without  any 
trial;  Wkkout  any  reason  assigned*  His 
Majesty  had  certain}^  good  reasons  fov 
what  he  did;  but^  as  his  Mi^esty  must  of- 
ten hear  by  means  of  edier  people's  ears, 
and  see  by  meia»  of  other  peo^e's  eyes, 
Urn  wosAd  will,  I  am  afraid,  conebide,  that 
his  Majes^s  reasons  and  tlMseofsone 
ef  Us  vaUBlem  weve  evtvemely  diftren^ 


They  wjl  eanchide,  thai  has  Ifi^atfi 
reasons,  were  founded  upon  miarepresMta^ 
tioas,  which  k  ia  laysaiiblefoghmi  todis* 
cover,  but  which  nuriit  be  emily  discover- 
ed, if  they  were  fiedy  and  impartiBfly  eo- 
quired  into  in  a  perhainentary  way. 

i  knew,  my  Lords,  that  wmd  I  say  im 
this  oecasimi  wUl  be  reported  in  anetker 
place,  not  in  the  manner  I  speak  it^&r  if 
it  were,  I  eould  not,  from  any  thing  I  have 
said,  or  riiall  say,  incur  the  least  displea' 
sure;  but  it  will  be  misrepresented^ sad 
tiie  most  invidious  turn  given  to  it  tkat 
can  be  invoked.  I  have  bem  ahea^ 
served  so:  iHiat  I  aaid  upon  a  certain oe* 
earion  last  session,  vras  misrepiesettted  ia 
another  place.  This  is  the  treatmeat,  ny 
Lords^  i  hav^  already  met  with;  hoi  1 
despise,  I  shall  always  despkie  such  trast« 
roent :  while  I  have  thehonour  te  sit  beie, 
I  shall  upon  aU  occasions  declare  my  k»* 
timents  oecentlis  but  freefy,  kt  the  om^ 
sequence  be  what  it  wilL  It  k  a  do^l 
owe  tomy  countrf :  it  is  adH^  I  ows-tewy 
kk^;  and  it  k  tne  business  of  a  sofaikr  to 
die,  rather  than  to  desert,  or  n^lect  his 
duty. 

To  tdl  OB,  n^  Lords,  thsi  the  eravs, 
er  the  mmistefs  of  the  crown;  for  in  tUi 
House  whatever  we  say  of  the  crornii 
most  be  supposed  to  be  meantcrf'  the  ni* 
nistera  of  the  erewn ;  tharefora,  I  say,  to 
t^  us  that  Ae  ministers  of  tile  crown  nsy 
dispose  of  commissions  in  the  arsiy^  aoSi 
may  turn  gentlmnen  out  of  their  commif 
siens^  without  any  efibctual  centRNil  from 
parliament,  k  a  most  dangerous  dectrioe* 
If  tkk  were  establkhed  as  an  ipfidUbk 
rule,  it  k  certain  that  voting  either  at 
elections  or  in  parliament,  contrary  to  the 
directiona  given  by  a  chief  minister,  wookl 
always  be  reckoned,  and  would  be  a  good 
reason  for  turning  a  oeatlemaB  out  oir  hk 
commission:  it  would  be  looked  on  by  stt 
minkters  as  amtiny ;  and  I  do  not  kaotf 
but  in  some  fotuae  session^  a  claaae  laighl 
be  added  to  the  Bitt>  now  before  m>  for 
punkhing  it  as  such.  But  vrithoot  saofa  a 
dause,  the  doctrine  imw  advanced  would 
be  suffcient  for  making  most  of  the  offi* 
com  of  our  army  dewDpishtshwcs lo ths 
miaisters  of  the  crown;,  for* to  an  €^^ 
who  has  no  other  dependence,  ^lo«of 
hk  conma'mion  k  werse  liam  tbekssot 
hk  lifo.  Without  sufajecting  tkeoffie0« 
of  oar  army  to  the  danger  of  bailigtimiod 
out  of  ther  commissions,  at  the  aiMiffy 
will  of  a  BAMBterv  thn  a»»  bv  olhes 
alaaady  ten  mud  evfOBtimtom 
mut^  jQiese  am  nmf  ^^^  ''*' 
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^oiMfbf  wlkh  a  oiiiurtariiiay 
oflker  «ufo  besides  that  of  taking  hia 
coMwtffikwi  from  liiiD.  I  haveioyieUy  my 
LordSf  eaperienced  many  iaoonvei)lenciei 
ffom  my  not  having  had  the  ^(hxI  fortune, 
whik  I  was  in  the  army,  of  being  in  the 
good  graces  of  a  minister.  Even  at  the 
treaniry,  there  are  methods  for  stopping 
and  retarding  the  pmnent  of  that  .money 
which  is  dbe  to  an  oncer,  if  he  happens  to 
be  out  of  fiivour  with  the  ohtef  man  at  the 
board.  Prosecutions  and  vexatious  suits 
of  wveral  kinds  may  be  set  up  against  him. 
Such  things,  I  say,  may  be  done,  and,  I 
My  iOf  because  I  know  it  by  experience. 

If  our  army,  my  Lords,  were  properly 
regulated,  and  both  officer  and  soloier  ren- 
dered as  independent  of  ministers  as  other 
subjects  are,  I  shouki  perhaps  find  no 
fault  withke€|un|^  it  up,  were  it  more  nu- 
merous than  It  » ;  but  from  what  I  have 
add,  it  wiM  appear,  that,  as  long  as  it  con- 
tifiues  under  its  present  regulation,  it  will 
ahrajfl  be  extcemehr  dangerous  for  any 
•ficer  to  incur  the  displeasure  of  a  minis- 
ter ;  and  as  some  late  jprecedents  may  per- 
haps m^  officers  believe,  that  their  com- 
■ittioBs  depend  upon  a  tenure  very  difFoo 
RDt  finm  wnat  they  were  formerly  thought 
io  depend  on,  therefore,  unless  some  new 
reguudoos  are  made,  I  shall  always  think 
t  numerous  Standing  Army  of  toe  moat 
daagarous  consequence  to  our  libertiea; 
ibr  whkh  reason  I  shall  always  be  for  re* 
dadng  it  as  much  as  possible ;  and  as  no 
danger  nor  inconvenience  can  ensue  from 
the  reduction  now  proposed,  I  think  it 
wight  to  be  agreed  to. 

Lord  Bathurst : 

My  Lords ;  I  was  a  little  surprised  to 
hear  the  least  objection  made  9ganiat  the 
Kgularity  of  any  thing  said  by  the  noble 
knl  that  spoke  last.  In  my  opinion,  he 
Bother  said,  nor  attempted  to  say  any 
thing  but  wiiot  was  extremely  proper, 
and  what  ou^t  to  h»^e  great  wei^t  in 
thii  debate  v  foe  if  any  meana  have  been 
ktely  made  use  b^  for  making  the  officers 
e^our  amy  subservient  to  an  administra> 
tkm,  both  m  their  civil  and  military  capa- 
oit^)  it  is  high  time  for  us  ia  return  to  our 
tttieat  constitution,  which  never  admitted 
of  a  Standing  Army's  being  kept  up  within 
this  kingdom  in  time  of  peace.  The  noble 
bid  k^  it  is  true,  oeme  but  lately  into 
dai  House ;  but  he  caane,  my  Lords,  by  a 
^ry  aatioit  title,  which  makes  his  case 
^ dttfeaentfiHwi  dioae  who  come  by  a 
^•^tiito^,  tons thnaeadho  cone  b^  aa 
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eld  title,  have,  from  their  iofimey,  a^rea- 
pect  of  coming  here,  they  may  be  supposed 
to  have  studied  our  methods  of  proceeding 
from  their  infancy ;  whereas  no  such  8up« 
position  can  be  made  in  favour  of  those 
who  come  in  by  a  new  title.  Accordinffl^ 
the  noble  lord,  ever  since  he  took  hia 
place,  and  particularly  upon  this  occasion^ 
nas  idiewn  us,  that  he  is  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with*  our  forma  ana  methods  of 
proceeding.  He  began  his  discourae,  by 
representing  to  us  the  danger  of  making 
gentlemen's  commiasions  in  the  array  serve 
aa  a  handle  for  subjecting  them  to  the  ar- 
bitrary will  of  a  minister.  He  shewed  ua 
that  this  would  be  the  case,  if  we  abouki 
allow  their  commiasions  to  be  made  pre* 
carious ;  and  if  he  knew  any  otfaermethoda 
that  might  be  used,  or  that  had  been  uaed» 
for  rendering  the  oficem  of  our  army  sub- 
servient  to  aa  administration ;  was  them 
any  thing  m<Nre  proper,  was  there  any 
thmg  more  necessary,  to  be  kid  before  ua 
on  this  occasion  ?  My  Lords,  what  he  aaid 
upon  this  subject  was  so  fiur  £rom  bma§ 
improper,  that,I  thmk,  it  highly  deservaa 
our  consideration:  itought  to  be  enquired 
into,  before  we  give  our  opinion  upoa 
the  present  question,  or  at  Ic^t  before  sra 
pass  the  BiU  now  under ourconsadenrtaon; 
for  if  any  methods  have  been,  or  can  be» 
made  use  of,  for  making  an  officer  anier» 
on  account  ef  irimt  he  saysia  this  Houses 
or  on  account  of  his  not  oeiw  in  the  good 
naces  of  a  minister,  we  cu^  either  to 
disband  our  whofe  army,  or,  in  tins  BiU^ 
we  ought  to  maike  such  r^palationa  as  majr 
prevent  such  practu^es  for  the  future 

After  having  said  thus  much  with  respoelf 
to  order,  I  must  b^  leave,  my  Lorda»  ta 
take  notice  of  some  things  that  fell  frosa  a 
noble  lord  who  spoke  last  but  eae.  Hia 
lordship  was  plesaed  to  aaVf  that  in  e^ery 
country  there  mustbe  a  mifitary  lerce  kept^ 
of  soine  kind  or  other;  that  the  military 
force  kept  up,  ought  to  be  sufficient  for 
defending  the  pe<mle  against  invasions  aad 
insurrectioBS ;  ana  that  this  military  foroa 
must  now,  in  this  kingdoai,  always  conaigl 
mercenary  Army, 
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of  the  disuse  of  arms  and  militaiy  discipliaa 
among  the  rest  of  our  peo^<  1  dull 
grant,  my  Lords,  tihat  every  country  ought 
to  be  provided  with  a  military  foroe^  ef 
aome  kind  or  other,  sufficient  for  pra* 
tecting  the  country  against  frreign  tnva* 
sions,  aad'the  government  aeaiast  factioua 
or  seditioua  insurnactiona;  but  I  aa  Ibff 
horn  thinking  it  necessary  to  hav^  thai 
asiUiary  foqpa  modhaHed in«» ai 
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Standing  Army ;  and  if  it  were,  I  am  iar 
from  thmking,  that  Army  ought  to  be  so 
modelled,  as  to  be  under  a  slavish  subjec- 
tion to  the  crown,  or  to  any  one  man  in 
the  country. 

.Suppose,  my  Lords,  it  were  necessary 
for  us  to  keep  a  Standing  Army  always  in 
pay :  suppose  we  could  contrive  no  other 
sort  of  military  force,  upon  which  we  could 
depend,  for  preserving  us  from  invasions 
and  insurrections ;  yet  I  can  see  no  reason 
for  having  that  Army  under  such  regula- 
tions, as  must  keep  both  officers  and  sol- 
diers under  a  sort  of  slavish  submission  to 
the  crown,  and  consequently  to  him  who 
happens  to  be  the  favourite  minister  at  the 
time;  which  will  be  the  certain  conse- 
quence, if  it  should  be  once  established  as 
a  maxim,  that  officers  may  be  preferred 
and  even  turned  out  of  their  commissions, 
at  the  arbitrary  will  of  a  minister.  This 
gives  a  man  such  an  firbitrary  power  over 
the  army,  that  no  society  ought  to  grant 
it  even  in  time  of  war ;  for  it  was  this  that 
enabled  several  Roman  generals  to  make 
use  of  the  armies  of  uieir  country  for 
conquering  their  country,  and  at  last  ena^ 
bled  Julius  Caesar,  by  the  same  means,  to 
subdue  the  liberties  of  his  country.  But 
to  grant  such  a  power  in  time  of  peace,  is 
not  only  quite  unnecessary,  but  absolutely 
inconsistent  with  the  liberties  of  a^ree  peo- 
ple ;  for,  as  that  Army  must  in  some  mea- 
sure be  slaves  to  the  crown,  or  rather  to 
the  ministers  of  the  crown ;  it  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  they  will  long  continue  to 
have  a  regard  for  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  if  the  Army  be  sufficient  for  pro- 
tecting the  people,  they  must  be  sufficient 
for  subduing  and  enslaving  the  people,  as 
soon  as  their  superiors  shfdl  give  them  the 
word  of  command. 

Our  liberties  and  properties,  my  Lords, 
depend  upon  the  laws  of  our  country,  but 
it  IS  by  the  military  force  of  the  country 
onIy>  that  those  laws  can  be  made  effec- 
iual ;  and  if  ever  that  military  force  should 
happen  to  &11  under  an  absolute  depen- 
dence upon  those  who  have  a  mind  to 
render  our  liberties  and  properties  preca- 
^us,  our  laws  will  be  or  no  significance. 
Our  liberties  and  properties  therefore  de- 
pend, at  least,  as  much  upon  the  officers 
>of  our  army,  as  they  can  do  upon  our 
judges.  By  experience  we  know  how 
{yrecarious  our  liberties  and  properties 
were,  whilst  our  judges  depended  upon 
the  aibitrary  will  of  ministers;  can  we 
expect  diey  will  be  secure,  as  Jong, 
as  thfi  officer^  of.  our  army  are  sub- 
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jeet  to  the  same  sort  of  mean  and  slavuh 
dependence  ?  By  the  act  of  settlement  we 
took  care  to  prevent,  for  the  future,  our 
judges  from  being  under  an^  such  depen- 
dence, by  enacting  that  their  commissont 
should  be  ^  ^uam  diu  se  bene  gesserird^ 
and  that  their  salaries  should  be  establidi* 
ed ;  and  if  we  must  for  ever  hereailer  keep 
up  a  certain  number  of  regular  troopg, 
wnich  1  shall  always  call  a  Standing  Armj, 
I  think  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to 
make  the  same  reguktion  witli  respect  to 
the  officers  of  that  Army*  This,  I  saj, 
my  Lords,  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
preservation  0f  our  liberties  and  proper- 
ties ;  and,  if  ever  we  do  make  sucii  a  re- 
gulation, I  hope  it  will  be  made  in  such  s 
manner,  as  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
our  ju^;es  to  weaken  it,  by  any  mterpre- 
tation  they  can  put  upon  it ;  u»r  as  tbey 
have,  by  their  interpretation,  rendered 
their  own  commissions  more  precarioiu 
than  the  law,  I  am  conTiaced,  designed 
them,  we  can  hardly  expect  they  will  shev 
a  greater  resard  for  the  commissions  of 
the  officers  ot  our  army. 

Whilst  the  commission  of  every  officer 
of  our  army,  lies  at  the  mercy  of  an  am- 
bitious prince  or  guilty  minister,  f  and  how 
many  princes  can  be  said  not  to  oe  ambi- 
tious, how  many  ministers  can  be  said  to 
be  innocent?)  I  say,  my  Lords,  whilst 
this  is  the  case,  we  are  exposed  to  the 
danger  of  having  our  liberties  and  proper- 
ties taken  from  us,  not  only  against  law, 
but  according  to  law;  for  as  there  are  now, 
as  there  always  must  be  a  great  many  offi- 
cers in  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  we 
can  hardly  expect  that  they  will  ail  eitlier 
think  or  vote  freely,  when  they  know, 
that  the  loss  of  their  commissions  must  be 
the  consequence  of  their  thinking,  or  vot- 
ing, contrary  to  the  sentiments  of  the 
pnme  minister.  If  this  were  the  case,  I 
believe .  few  of  them  would  make  an  en- 
quiry about  the  right  or  the  wroQff  of  soy 
question ;  the  only  enquiry  would  be,  whe- 
tner  such  a  lord,  or  such  a  member,seemed 
to  approve  of  it;  and  the  prince  or  minis- 
ter would  always  take  care  to  have  a  pro- 
per beacon  in  each  House  of  Parliament, 
for  directing  his  officers  how  to  avoid  those 
shoals,  upon  which  their  commissioos 
might  be  ship-wrecked;  by  which  mesns 
a  guilty  and  rapacious  minister  might  ride 
triumphant  over  our  liberties  and  proper- 
ties, or  an  ambitious  prince  mieht  get  such 
lawspassed,as  would  render  both  precarioitf* 

I  must,  upon  this  occasion,  my  Lords,  lo 
a  particular  manner,  reconmw  the  csie 
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^  ov  dbtis  to  the  oMsideration  of  the 
reveread  b^ncii.  ■  N«tte  of  them,  I  am 
mxre^  wooM  vote  ij;aiiist  their  conscience 
for  Maj  cOMideratioii ;  biit»  I  hope,  thefy. 
wifl  conflider  what  difficulties  a  reverend 
preljHte  would  labour  under,  if  it  were  in 
the  power  of  a  minister,  to  strip  him  of  his 
temporalities,  in  case  he  should,  upon  any 
4>ccasioDy  talfie  upon  him  to  diier  in 
«paiion  from  the  minister,  and  vote  ac- 
43ordmg  to  his  own  conscience.  Thank 
4God !  the  prelates  of  our  churdi  are,  by 
4ie  |9W  as  It  now  stands,  secured  against 
bang  brou^t  under  such  difficulties ;  and 
if  Aej  were  not,  I  am  persuaded  they 
wQttklf  in  such  a  case,  despise  every  earth- 
ly con6i4eration ;  but  the  offioen  of  our 
army  are,  and  always  must  be,  but  lay- 
-men  ;  aod  (lierefore  they  can  never  pre- 
tendl  to  have  such  a  contempt  for  lihe  yam- 
ties  of  this  woiid. 

The  aolient  mtlkayy  force  of  this  king- 
^oniy  my  Lords,  consisted  in  the  .bravery 
and  diaeiplhie  of  our  men  in  general,  and 
Ae  officers  of  our  annies  were  such  as 
neither  .depended  upon  the. crown  for.  their 
support,  ikor  for  tnek  commands  in  the,, 
unoy:  they  were  generally,  sudi  as  held 
^faeir  oommands  by  their  tenures,  or  such, 
us  were  chosen  1^  their  respective  coun- 
ties. The  chief  command  only  belonged 
io  the  King,  and  evien  in  that,  he  was  al- 
ways obligf^  to  depute  some  jpefson,  who 
was  not  only  a  man  of  great  fortune,  hut 
nf  a  good  diaracter  in  his  country :  for, 
our  armies,  in  those  days,  would  not  have 
stdmutled  to  the  command  of  a  man,  who 
was  sospeeted  of  beiA^the  mere  tool  of  'ai 
rourt.  it  was  hy  such  armies  that  jwe 
defended  ourseWee  aninst  foreign  inva- 
sions, it  w«s  by  suoi  armies  that  we 
defended  onrSebMsapinstcourt-finrourites, 
«id  thereby  fM-eserved  our  liberties.  What 
we  now  cbH  our  militia,  under  the  com- 
fnand  of  the  -king's  lieutenants,  is  but  a 
late  invention ;  which  was  never  autho- 
rized by  parliament  tfll  after  the  Restora- 
tion, when  evefy  thing,  that  could  any  be 
^^retended  to  as  a  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
was  agreed  to  and  confinned  by  parlia- 


Onr  militia  .was  tlien,  it  is  true,,  my 
Lofds,  put  under  tiie  absolute  direction  of 
ibe  crown,  but  at  the  same  time  it  was  put 
nnder  sudi  regulations,  as  have  made  it  as 
useless  aa  it  IS  harmless;  which  really 
tfeonis  to  have  been  the  desi^  of  some  of 
Ihose  who  were  the  contrivers  of  that 
scheme:  they  seem  to  have  foreseen,  that 
ifemOitiatijiBywsie  Aeft  about  to  estab- 

[VOL-X] 


lish,  would  he  useless,  and  theoefore,  the 
isles  of  Pucheck  and  Wight,  which'are  the 
places  most  exposed  to  invasions,  were  ex- 
cepted out  of  the  act,  and  continued  upon 
their,  ancient  footing.  Whether  the  esta- 
blishinff  our  militia  in  such  a  manner,  as 
to  render  it  .useless,  was  contrived  by  the 
court,  with  a  design  to  make  Standing 
Annies  necessary,  or  if  it  was  contrived  by 
tile  true  lovers  of  libertv,  because  th^ 
could  not  stem  the  torrent,  which  was  then 
so  strong,  for  granting  the  King  ao  abso« 
lute  powerover  the  militia,  I  shall  not  pre- 
tend to  determine ;  but  this  I  will  pretend 
to  foretell,  that  if  the  whole  military  force 
we  provide  foe  our  defence  against  inva- 
sions and  insurrections,  be  put.  under  an 
absolfite  subjection  to  court-favourites, 
thei^  may  Ibr  sopne  time  defend  us  gainst 
invo^pas  and  ■  insurrections,  but  we  can^ 
not  expect  that  they,  who  are  themselves 
slaves^  will  defendoor  liberties  against  the 
encroachment  that  may  hereafter  be  made 
upon-  them  by  uninjsters  and  court-fti- 
vourites.  For  this  reason,  if  a  Standing- 
Army  be  sow  the  qnly  military  force  we 
.can  trust  to»  and  therefore  a  sort  of  mili- 
tary force  which  must  always  hereafter  be 
kept  subsisting,  we  ought  tp  make  itas  in- 
dependent as  that  military  force  was,  which 
for  many  ages  was  the  bulwark  of  our 
lib^ties  and  jproperties,  against  dom^tiq 
as  well  as  foreign  anvadersw 

But  I  am  far  from  thinking,  my  Lords, 
that  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  keep  up  a 
Staiiding  Army  idw^ys  in  pay,  or  that  we 
can  contrive  no  military  force,  upon  which 
we  may  depend  for  preserving  us  from  in- 
vasions ana  insurrections.  It  is- the  keep- 
ing up  of  such  an  army  that  has  made  the 
disuse  of  arms,  and  nieglect  of  military  dis- 
cipline, so  general  amcmg  our  people. 
While  you  keep  up  such  an  army,  it  will 
be  the  business  ot  couTtiers,  and  c^  all  * 
those  concerned  in  the  anny,^to  prevent 
the  people's^  providing  themselves  with 
arms,  or  breeding  themselves  up  to  mili- 
tary discipline;  whereas,  if  vou  disband 
your  army,  or  a  great  pan  of  it,  not  only 
our  courtiers,  but  all  those  gentlemen,  who 
are  now  concerned  in  the  army,  will  be 
forced  to  join  such  measures,  as  may  be 
^ectual  for  encouraging  all  the  men  in 
the  kingdom^  or  at  least  all  freeholders, 
farmers,  and  substantial  merchants  and 
tradesmen,  to  provide  themselves  with 
arms,  and  to  breed  themselves  up  to  mili- 
tary discipline.  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  not 
at  all  impossible^  to  make  itas  inmmous  fbr 
a  man  to  be  uqprorided  iritfa'atnis»er  m^ 
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racquaintedwith  militaiy  disciDliae,  as  it  is 
now  for  a  ^ntleman  to  get  tne  character 
•f  a  notorious  coward;  nor  would  this  in- 
terrupt or  diminish  the  labour  and  industry 
of  any  man  in  the  kingdom ;  for  even  tl»e 
most  industrious  might  make  themselves 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  use  of 
arms,  and  with  military  discipline,  if  they 
would  but  spend  one  half  of  that  time  in 

-  military  discipline,  if  they  would  but  spend 
one  half  of  tint  lime  in  military  exercises, 
which  they  now  throw  away  in  idle  and 
eiFemiuate,  or  expensive  and  criminal  di- 
versions ;  and  this  method  of  passing  away 
our  leisure  hours,  might  easily  be  intro- 
duced even  among  the  vulgar,  if  our 
eourtien  and  men  in  authori^  should 
once  begin  to  make  this  their  pmctice,  and 
that  practice  should  be  followed,  as  it  cer- 
tainly would,  by  all  the  nobility  and  gentry 
of  the  kingdom. 
This  custom  or  fashion,  my  Lords,  mi^t 

'  be  regulated,  and  even  enforced,  by  pro- 
per laws  for  that  purpose;  and  by  sudi 
methods  the  whole  miulia  of  tfa^  kmedom 
might,  in  a  few  years^be  made  as  good  s<4- 
diers  as  any  regular  mercenary  troops  that 
had  never  been  in  action ;  for  even  a  re- 
gular army  kept  in  continual  pay,  after  a 
peace  of  20  or  30  years  standing,  are  pro- 
perly nothing  but  a  wdl  disciplined  mi- 

:  utia ;  and  upon  the  first  rencounterwill  ge- 
nerally be  found  inferior  to  veteran  troops, 
who  have  been  bred  to  action,  and  enured 
to  danger;  but  it  has  always  been  found, 
that,  ^er  a  little  experience,  a  well  disci- 
plined militia  become  more  resolute  and 
obstinate  than  mercenary  troops,  and  for 

■  this  reason  they  have  always  at  last  come 
off  conquerors,  as  appears  from  the  histo- 
ries of  all  wars  that  have  been  carried  on 
hi^tween  militias  on  one  ude,  and  merce- 
nary troops  on  the  other.  The  Grecians 
carried  on  their  wars  against  Persia,  by 
means  of  their  militia ;  and  at  last  beat  the 
numerous  mercenary  armies,  and  subdued 
the  vast  empire  of  Persia:  the  Romans 
earned  on  their  wars  against  Carthage,  by 
means  of  their  militia ;  and  at  last  beat  the 
mercenary  "armies  of  Carthage,  and  de- 

•  stroyed  tnat  rich  and  populous  city.  But 
when  the  Romans,  in  oraer  to  support  the 
arbitrary  power  of  their  emperors,  began 
to  put  their  whole  trust  in  mercenary  ar- 
mies, tlieir.  military  gl<ny  soon  began  to 
decline;  and  at  hut  the  Goths  and  Vandals 
and  other  Northern  nations,  by  raeans>  of 
their  militia,  drove  before,  them  the  mer- 

'  oenary  armies  of  Roipe,  and  made  that 

>  praid  dty  snbmit  to.lhe  yoke,  which  she 


had,  in  former  times,  by  die  same  mtaitt^ 
put  upon  a  great  part  or  the  world. 

From  hence  I  must  conclude,  my  Lfx^ 
that  if  ever  themilitia  of  one  country  prores 
inferior  to  the  regular  mcarcemury  troops  of 
another,  it  must  proceed  from  some  ne- 
glect of  military  discipline  and  exercises  m 
Qie  former,  and  not  from  the  nature  of 
things.  It  is  ta  a  ne^ect  of  this  kind, 
that  we  ought  chiefly  t»  impute  the  great 
success  Hannibal  at  first  met  with  in  Italy ; 
for  the  best  Roman  historian  takes  notice, 
that  their  affiurs  were  never  in  a  morealotfa- 
ful  and  effeminate  condition,  than  they  wen 
at  the  beginning  of  the  second  Punic  war: 
and  to  the  same  sort  of  n^lect  we  ought 
tc  impute  the  supenority,  which  resdir 
mercenary  troops  are  now  found  to  have 
over  the  militia  of  every  country  in  Eu- 
rope ;  because,  in  all  countries,  where  re* 
giuar  troops  are  kept  in  continual  pay,lhe 
people  wm  neglect  to  breed  themselves  up 
to  arms  and  military  discipUne ;  and  tbe 
government,  especially  if  it  be  a  monarchy, 
will  industriously  propagate  that  neglect 
Therefore,  the  neglect  of  military  disci- 
pline among  our  people,  in  this  country,  ii 
so  fiur  from  being  an  argument  for  keeping 
up  our  arm^,  that  it  is  a  strong  argument 
for  disbandmg  it,  and  for  our  applying  our- 
selves serioufuy  towards  revivin|;  that  war- 
like spirit  among  our  people  m  general^ 
which  was  in  former  ages  not  only  our  de- 
fence but  our  glory.  How  this  is  to  bi 
Ame,  I  shaU  not  now  pretend  to-  deter- 
mine;  but  several  methods  might  be  cod- 
trked  for  this  purpose.  We  had  formerly 
a  Court  of  Chival^,  whidi  as  the  learned 
Coke  observes^  haa  cogmsance  of  all  mat- 
ters relating  to  arms  or  wwr.  I  do  notknow 
but  that  the  revivmg  of  thai  court,  and 
putting  it  under  proper  regulations,  might 
contribute  to  the  reviving  of  that  mBrtial 
spirit,  which  formerly  prevailed  among  owr 
people  in  general :  or  instead  of  the  Bill 
now  before  us,  which  regards  only  our 
standing  army,  we  might  have  some  soitt 
of  martial  law  to  take  place  at  certain 
times,  or  upon  certain  occasioniis,  and  at 
those  times,  or  upon  those  occasions,  tP 
comprehend  all  the  men  in  the  kingdom 
fit  to  bear  arms.  These^  or  some  such 
regulations,  might  in  a  short  time  make  our 
mttitia  as  good  as  regular  troops;  but  with- 
out example,  no  laws  or  r^ulations  csb 
everbeeffisctual;  and  those  in  authonty 
wHl  never  set  an  example,  as  long  as  thqr 
have  such  an  army  as  we  have  at  preseot^ 
to  trust  to.  *' 

If  all  the  men  in  tbe  kingdomi  or  tk^ 
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]gre«te8t  part  of  thMe  who  'Ore  fit  for  ser- 
vice, were  as  weD  disciplined,  or  but  near 
as  weD  disciplined  ana  as  well  proiuded 
with  srms,  as  our  regular  troops  now  are, 
it  must  be  granted,  my  Lords,  that  such  a 
kind  of  miJitary  force  would  be  a  better  se- 
curity against  invasions  and  insurrections, 
fls  loDj^  as  our  government  preserved  the 
afiections  of  the  people,  than  any  regular 
army  we  can  keep  w ;  and  the  assistance 
of  our  militia  would  then  be  as  effectual 
far  enabling  the  civil  magistrate  to  execute 
anyiaws  that  ought  to  be  made,  as  the  as- 
astance  of  regular  troops  can  be  supposed 
to  be.    For,  even  with  respect  td  regular 
troops,  if  their  commanding  officer  should 
order  them  to  do  what  was  disagreeable  to 
a  great  majority  of  them,  it  would  proba- 
%  occasion  a  mutiny ;  the  only  difterence 
therefore  is,  that  where  laws  are  to  be  exe- 
i:oted  by   the    mOitia,  the  government 
must  take  care  to  enact  no  laws,  but  such 
as  are  agreeable  to  the  majority  of  the 
people ;  but  where  the  laws  are  to  be  exe- 
cuted by  a  regular  mercenar}'  army,  and 
^e  pecmle  rendered  effeminate  and  dis- 
armed, for  that  purpose,  the  government 
luBno  occasion  to  consider  the  mclinations 
<»f  the  people,  they  consult  only  the  incli- 
nations or  their  army.    It  is  a  strange 
doctrine  in  a  free  country,  my  Lords,  to 
^j,  that  because  some  laws  have  been 
enacted,  or  some  things  have  been  done, 
that  are  disagreeable  to  the  people,  there- 
fore a  numerous  Standing  Army  ought  to 
be  kept  up,  in  order  to  compel  the  people 
to  submit.    This  is  a  doctrine,  my  Lords, 
I  shall  never  approve  of:    even  as  to  the 
^Idng  of  gin,  if  it  could  be  no  way  pre- 
^^ented  but  by  a  Standing  Army,  i  shotdd 
be  for  leaving  the  people  in  possession  of 
that  darling  liquor,  rather  than  attempt  to 
bereave  them  of  it  by  such  means ;   lor  in 
tbat  case,  an  army  that  could  take  gin 
^omthem,  could  likewise,  and  probiwly 
would,  take  their  liberties  from  them  also. 
But  this  is  fiv  from  being  the  case :  take 
^t  proper  methods,  and  every  man  in  the 
Idngdonrwill  assist  you  in  preventing  the 
o&moderate  lue  of  that,  or  any  other  sort  of 
P^cious  liquor.     The  moifals  and  habits 
«f8people,my  Lords,  areto  be  correctedby 
wholesome  advice  and  good  example,  not 
vy  severe  precepts  and  rigorous  pgnish- 
^ts.    Let  the  better  sort  refrain  from 
the  immoderate  use  of  spirituous  liquors, 
^d  the  meaner  sort  soon  will.    But,  I 
«tt  afraid  you  have  taken  the  contrary 
°^od:  you  seem  to  indulge  the  rich  in 
eices8|  whtOe  you  punish  the  poor  for  the 


most  moderate  use;  like  some  Romish 
priests,  who  sell  indulgences  for  the  high- 
est crimes  to  those  that  can  purchase  them, 
but  damn  the  poor  for  the  most  venial  of- 
fences. 

If  any  laws  have  been  made,  my  Lords; 
which,  by  experience,  we  find,  cannot  be» 
executed,  without  the  assistance  of  a  nu- 
merous Standing  Army,  they  must  be  al- 
tered, and  other  methods  taken  for  accom- 
plishing that,  for  which  they  were  intended. 
Do  not  let  us  make  the  people  slaves,  in 
order  to  make  them  sober :  do  not  let  us 
ruin  the  people,  for  the  sake  of  compelling 
them  to  pa^  their  taxes,  or  to  pay  the 
turnpike-auties,  which  in  some  places,  1 
believe,  are  more  necessary  for  the  sup- 
port of  luxury,  than  for  the  convenience 
of  ^e  poor.  The  keeping  up  of  a  Stand* 
ing  Army  in  time  of  peace  is  not  only  ex'* 
pensive,  but  has  always  been  deemed  in* 
consistent  with  liberty,  and  of  the  most 
dangerous  consequence  with  respect  to  our 
present  establishment.  Mr.  Trenchard, 
who,  I  believe,  ^nderstood  the  nature  of 
government  in  general,  and  of  our  consti- 
tution in  particular,  as  well  as  any  gentle- 
man ever  did,  has  left  it  as  his  opinion, 
**  That  the  most  likely  way  of  restoring 
the  Pretender,  is  maintaining  a  Standing 
Army  to  keep  him  out."  And  even  that 
great  man,  lord  Somers,  who  is  supposed 
to  have  wrote  against  Mr.  Trenchardjupoa 
that  occasion,  and  who  was,  in  king  Wil- 
liam's time,  oafe  of  the  chief  advocates  for 
a  Standing  Army,  declares,  ^  That  any 
man  who  would  pretend  to  give  a  jealousy 
of  the  nation  to  the  King,  and  suggest 
that  he  could  not  be  safe  among  them, 
without  he  were  environed  with  guards  and 
•troops,  ought  to  be  abhorred  by  every  true 
Englishman,  by  every  man  who  loves  li- 
berty and  his  countiy." 

From  hence,  my  Lords,  we  may  judge, 
what  that  noble  lord,  were  he  now  alive, 
would  think  of  some  of  our  present  advo- 
cates for  a  Standing  Army.  I  am  per*- 
suaded  he  would  think  they  had  a  greater 
concern  for  something  else,  than  they  had, 
either  for  the  liberties  of  their  country,  or 
for  the  preservation  of  our  present  estab- 
lishment ;  fi>r,  if  he  were  now  alive,  1  am 
convinced,  he  would  be  now  as  much 
aj^inst  keeping  up  a  Standing  Armv  in 
time  of  peace,  as  he  was  for  it  in  king 
William's  time ;  because,  there  were  ih&x 
many  arguments  for  it,  which  do  not  now 
subsist.  Our  army  was  then  composed  of 
men  who  had  all  of  them  ventured  their 
liyesy  and.  many  of  them  loit  tbair  Uoodf 
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in  the  'service  of  their  country,  to  that  we  | 
were  in  some  measure  obliged  in  gratitude 
to  provide  for  them.  There  was  then  ^an 
ambitious  and  warlike  prince  upon  the 
throne  of  France,  one  who  openly^  pro- 
tected and  supported  the  Pretender  to  our 
crown,  and  one  who  had  often  shewn,  that 
neither  his  treaties  nor  promises  were  to 
be  depended  on.  The  peace  of  Europe 
then  visibly,  and  I  may  say  certainly,  de- 
pended updn  the  life  m  a  prince,  1  mean 
the  king  of  Spain,  who  was,  at  that  time, 
both  old  and  infirm.  And  there  was  then 
a  most  numerous  and  powerful  party  of 
professed  Jacobites  in  tne  island. 

To  all  which,  mv  Lords,  let  me  add, 
that  we  are  now  above  thirty  millions  in 
debt  more  than  we  were  at  that  time,  which 
ought  to  make  us  more  cautious  of  sub- 
jecting the  nation  to  any  needless  expence, 
than  we  had  reason  to  be  at  that  time ;  aiid, 
if  we  have  the  least  regard  for  the  indina- 
tions  or  satisfaction  of  the  people,  we' 
Dught  to  be  m6re  sanguine  against  keep- 
ing up  a  Standing  Army  by  consent  of 
parliament,  than  any  man  nad  reason  to  be, 
when  this  custom  was  first  introduced. 
£ome  laws  or  regulations  may,  at  first,  ap- 
pear harsh  to  the  people;  but  if  they  be 
either  necessary  or  convenient,  the  people 
will,  at  last,  perceive  that  necessity  or 
convenience,  a^d  will  then  become  fond  of 
them.  In  king  William's  time,  some  gen- 
tlemen might  have  supposed,  that  this 
would  have  been  the  case,  witli  respect  to 
the  parliamentary  sort  of  army,  which  was 
then  proposed  to  be  kept  np ;  hut  no  such 
thing  can  now  be  supposed ;  for,  afler'an 
experience  of  forty  years,  the  people,  we 
find,  are  as  much  averse  to  the  keeping  up 
of  such  an  army,  as  they  were  at  the  be- 
^nning ;  and  an  experience  of  forty  years, 
IS,  I  think,  sufficient. for  convincing  us, 
jthat  the  people  will  never  become  fond  of 
.keeping  up  a  Standing  Army  in  time  of 
peace :  they  may  be  forced  to  submit  to 
It;  but  that  force  will  render  them  gene- 
rally dissatisfied,  and  at  last  disaHected, 
.which  will  render  the  security  of  our  pre- 
sent establishment  inconsistent  with  the 
security  of  our  liberties,  or  constitution; 
for,  no  nation  can  be  said  to  be  free,  after 
a  Standing  Ariny  has  become  necessary 
for  keeping  the  people  in  subjection. 
,  The  noble  lord  was  pleased  to  say,  my 
•Lords,  that  90  army  could  be  cidled  a 
Standing  Army,  but  an  army  kept  up  by 
B  standing  law.  If  this  were  the  dkse, 
lliere  never  was,  1  believe,  a  Standing 
itenfrjr in  (he  irorM;  i  kn  bub  there  is  na 
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fuch  army  .now  in  Europir;  faiit,everyoiie 
knows,  that  a  certain  body  of  men  regii- 
larly  disciplined,  tod  keut  in  nay  in  tirae 
of  peace  as  well  as  war,  ha^  alwi^s  beca 
called  a  Standing  Army.  There  is  a  verf 
remarkable  difference  between  a  standing 
law  and  a  Standing  Army.^  A  standioff 
law,  though  it  was  at  first  made  perpetoai, 
though  it  should  be  observed  for  ages  to- 
gether, yet  it  cannot  say  to  the.l^^uie^ 
You  shall  not  repeal  me }  l^ut  an  am^, 
though  it  was  never  designed  to  be  perjMS 
tual,  though  it  has  been  kept  up  but.  a 
small  number  of  years^  may  say  to  us,  Ton 
shall  not  disband  me  $  if  vou  attepipttodt 
so,  I'll  turn  you  out  of  doors.  .  We  know 
this  by  experience ;  and  dial  ^xperieiict 
may  convince  us,  that  an  annual,  Bsrlia- 
mentary  check,  such  as  it  is  pretended  «^ 
now  l^ave,  would  be  of  very  httie  sipiH- 
cation  against  an  army  sufficient^  and  that 
army  provided  with  a  general  resolved,  to 
make  the,  jparliament  qo  whatever  he  had 
a  mind.  Oliver  Cromwell^  and  the  army 
under  his  command^  were  faithful  t^  that 
parliament  which  established  theta%s8  loflg 
as  the  parliament  did -nothing  te  dilpleaie 
them ;  but '  as  «oon  as  the  parliaiB«it  hd- 
gan  to  think  of  disbanding  them,  they  im- 
mediately, and  .without  any  «gart)ling)  re- 
belled against  the  parlianient,  andatkttt 
turned  it  out  of  doors.  And  with  a  part 
of  the  same  army,  we  may  remember^  that 
general  Monk,  hi  a  few  months,  and  with 
but  very  little  garbUng,  dissdved  tlte 
Rump  Parliament,  by  whose  authoritv  b^ 
at  first  pretended  to  act»  and  restoreid  kisf 
Charles  2. 

From  these  exatunples  we  may  conclude, 
my  Lords,  that  it  wquki  be  no  vefy  difi- 
cult  matter  for  an  ambitious  and  artfd 
prince,  with  such  a  numerous  atiny  a»^ 
nave  at  present,  to  overturn  our  eonstittl- 
tion,  by  means  of  his  army,  before  the  pA^ 
liament  could  interpoise  that  annual  check, 
in  whidi  we  are  now  taiight  to  plftfie  so 
great  a  confidence ;  and  1  must  meiv^ 
Uiat  we  are  in  greater  dadger  from  sb  siri- 
bitious  prince  or  general  at  the  head  of  Sb 
armyot  our  own  aubjecta,  than  we  can  hie 
in  from  an  invasion ;  for  such  an  a^7*  '^ 
their  designs  be  never  so  bad^  will  alwaj^ 
have  a  great  n^any  fnends  amengst,  m 
will  jaeet  with  creat  asttstance  fron^  0^ 
own  people;  vdiereas  if  a  forfeigo  ar^ 
should  invade  us,  or  be  broi^Ht  in  wi^ 
a  design  to  subdue  us,  our  people  wtHud 
join  to  a  man  against  such  imm^i  ^ 
while  thfey  ehjoy  their  liberdea  *id  pro- 
pertiite,  4ey  %oiiU  certaiidy  <i^  ^ 


issa 


on  tie  Rtdnotitm  ^Hm  Army. 


A,  ^  vm. 


l*H 


great  dbftffify  and  resolutaoB,  in  defeaee 
of  th«e  ]frertie»  and  vroperti^  But  if 
ire  BbooU  be  long  sadolea  with  a  numer- 
ous Scandii^  Armyi  and  the  people  con- 
thiualij  drafooned  into  submission)  by 
means  of  that  army,  they  will^  at  hut,  look 
upon  themselves  as  slaves;  and  in  that 
case,  it  may  be  esmy  fbr  an  invading  enemy 
to  cOD^r  us;  for»  as  the  people  will  then 
consider,  that  they  have  neither  liberty 
&or  property  to  lose,  they  will  think  of 
Dothiog  but  of  prescrviiig  tlieir  lives  by 
saboiitting  to  the  enemy  t  n&y,  they  will 
probably  expect  ati  acnraotage  fr6m  any 
chsnge  of  cvcuniBtances^  at  lestot,  they 
villuiiiik  thev  have  got  an  opportunity 
for  reveDging  themselves  upon  th^r  former 
^ressorl;  and  therefore^  instead  of  op- 
(losing,  they  wiH  Join  the  ttavader. 

When  thei^  are  so  nCiany,  and  so  great 
togert  to  be  q>pr^endea  from  keeping 
op  a  Standing  Army  in  time  of  peace,  J 
must  think  the  ndrie  lord  made  $l  very 
vroDg  apnHeation  of  the  quotatioa  hejnade 
from  a  ouebrated  Roman  author ;  for,  in 
%  opinion),  my  Xord%  it  ift  apjpltcable 
^y  to  ministers  ahd  their  favoufHes :  if 
they  are  Uite  oidy  persons  that  fear  nothing 
from  a  Standing  Army,  I  am  sure,  this 
H0Q86  and  the  whole  nation,  hbve  the 
freater  reason  to  fsar.  But  now,  my 
I^rds,  suppose  there  were  no  danger  to 
tie  apptehended  fVom  keeping  up  a  numer- 
ous Standing  Army,  and  suppose  we  could 
contrire  no  other  s^rt  of  mitita^  force, 
tipon  which  We  could  depend  for  our  de- 
fimce  against  invasiotis  or  insurrections; 
yet  it  must  be  graiited,  that,  for  die  sake 
of  the  expence,  no  greater  arhiy  ought  to 
^  kept  tip  than  what  is  necessa^  I  there-^ 
^  we  oiight  to  agree  to  tlie  reduction 
proposed ;  for,  surely,  an  artay  of  12^000 
nen  is  now  as  sufficient  for  defending  us 
Ml  against  invasions  and  insurrections, 
»  an  army  of  7,000  was  at  the  efidof  kmg 
William's  reign ;  which  Was  the  number 
tbe  anny  was  then  reduced  to  in  England ; 
^  if  to  that  ntmiber  we  add  the  regular 
troops  then  kept  ttp  in  Scollanid,  the 
whole  amounted  not  to  10,000  tnen ;  yet, 
notwithstandmg  the  ticklish  state  of  affiurs 
^  Europe  at  Uiat  tune,  this  nlimber  Was 
immd  so  sufficient  for  protecting  the  whole 
^tid,  that  no  invasion  or  insufrecf ion  was 
then  so  much  as.attemptcd. 
^^issheWshow  great  a  mistake  it  is  to 
*™»  tiiat  every  reduction  of  our  army 
has  been  ibUowea  by  an  intended  invasion 
*^rrection.  My  Lords,  this  is  io  &r 
tn«i  being  itae  case,  that  every  mvanon 


and  iasurreetioB  we  faaive  latahrbad,  of 
Wn  threatened  with,  evidentiy  appea«| 
to  have  been  the  effect  of  sdme  discoo^ 
tentSi  tnat  had  been  raised  among  wit 
P|e<^le,  and  those  have  alwavs  been  ocg»> 
sioned  by  soipe  extraordtmury,  tiipu|^ 
perhiqps  necessary  measuresi  thai  were 
taken  by  our  government.  The  designejl 
invasion  from  Dunkirk  in  the  year  1708k 
proceeded  irom  the  discontents  that  had 
been  raised  in  Scotland,  by  die  Unioa^ 
which  wasy  the  year  befbre^  concluded  be- 
tweoi  the  two  nations.  The  insurrection 
in  1715,  proceeded  from  the  discontenti 
that  had  been  raised,  by  some  measurea 
that  were  taken  upon  his  late  M^nesty^  ' 
accession ;  for»  I  am  fully  convinced,  that^ 
tf  the  advice  of  a  noble  lord  faadbetft 
taken,  who  died  soon  after,  and  who  wif 
well  known  to  hav^  been  a  sincere  tad  m 
true  Mend  to  the  illustrious  femily  Mw 
upon  our  throne :  I  say,  if  his  #dvioe  had 
been  t^eii.ini6alingmemttreshad  been  puiu 
^ued«  and  former  aainaoaities  fi»got,  upep 
his  kte  Majesty's  aecession^  i  am  ceto-> 
vinced,  no  such  thing  as  an  insoriHsctioA  ' 
would  have  been  so  mudi  as  attempted^ 
•but  other  councHs  prevailed;  we  kim# 
Who  were  the  authors  of  these  councils.; 
they  were  certainly  the  most  just  and  the 
most  necessary,  but  they  raised  suoh  dis- 
contents as  made  it  easy  for  seditious  4neA 
to  spirit  some  of  our  pe<^le  up  te  rebel- 
lion. The  designed  mvasion  irom  Spain 
in  1718,  proceeded  from  the  discontmitB 
that  were  then  still  reigning  amon^  oar 
people :  and  the  plot,  or  designed  msur- 
rection,  in  the  year  1721,  proceeded  from 
the  discontents  that  had  been  occasimied 
by  the  misfortunes  and  mismanagements  in 
the  execution  of  the  South  Sea  schemoi  in 
theYedi'  1720* 

TlittSiti^pears,  my  Lords,  that  eveiy 
invasion  and  insurrection  we  have  Intc^ 
been  threatened  with,  ovooeeded  irom  the 
discontents,  that  had  been  raised  anHmg 
the  fieople  1  and  if  the  keeping  iu>  of  « 
greater  number  of  regidar  Ibices,  tlnm  is 
apparently  necessary^  may  laise  diseoiN 
tents  among  the  people,  as,  Itfaink,  itne- 
cessarily  must,  we  may  conclude,  tktt, 
wil§i  respect  to  mvasions  or  insurrectional 
instead  of  beipg  an  antidote,  it  will  always 
be  a  provocative.  Now,  as  an  army  eif  >^ 
7,000,  or,  if  you  please  10^000,  men,  ha^ 
by  experience  a|^peared  to  b^  suffleient  Ar 
preventing  invasions  and  insurrections,  at 
a  time  we  were  in  as  great  daitger  as 
We  Can  eter  be  supposed  to  be  in,  untess 
they  •!#  aciuailgr  lhsei^aed»  wi 
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ptepdrations  making  for  that  purposey 
every  impartial  man  must  conclude,  that 
mn  army  of  18,000  is  a  much  greater  finm- 
ber  than  is  necessary  at  present ;  every 
man  that  judges  so,  must  of  course  become 
discontented;  and  therefore,  not  only  for 
the  sake  of  "the  expence,  but  even  for 
the  sake  of  our  future  security,  against 
being  threatened  with  any  invasion  or  in- 
smrrection,  we  ought  to  make,  at  least, 
tlie  reduction  proposed. 

I  am,  indeed,  of  opinion,  my  Lords, 
that  12,000  is 'rather  too  great  a  number. 
Even  such  a  number  ma^  be  of  dangerous 
consequence  to  our  liberties,  if  ever  we 
shoula  happen  to  have  an  ambitious  and 
artful  prince  upon  our  throne.  Nay,  if 
oar  militia  were  properly  regulated  and 
disciplined,  I  should  be  against  keeping 
tip  half  the  number  ;  for  general  Monk, 
with  less  thap  half  the  number,  overturned 
^e  government  then  established,  and  re- 
stored king  Charles  II.  and  in  that  kmg's 
reign,  some  people  we  know,  were  of  opi- 
nion, that  less  than  half  the  number  would 
be  sufficient  for  establishing  arbitrary 
power,  as  appears  from  a  famous  scheme, 
privately,  it  is  said,  offered  to  him,  for 
oridling  the  power  of  parUaqnent.  for  load- 
ing the  nation  with  excises,  and  for  doins 
a  great  many  other  fine  things,  mentioned 
at  large  in  that  scheme.  But,  my  Lords,  to 
make  too  great  a  reduction  at  once, 
might  be  attended  with  many  inconve- 
niences, and  periiaps  with  danger  ;  there- 
fore, I  think,  the  noble  lord  was  right  in 
his  motion;  I  think  a  reduction  of  6,000  is 
the  greatest  we  ought  to  make  at  once ; 
but  It  is  not  from  mence  to  be  inferred, 
that  he,  or  any  one  that  has  seconded  his  mo- 
tion, is  of  opinion,  that  no  farther  reduc- 
tion ought  ever  to  be  made ;  for  I  do  not 
think  bur  constitution  and  liberties  will 
ever  be  absolutely  safe,  until  we  return  to 
oar'  ancient  method,  of  making  military 
exercises  the  diversion  and  amusement  of 
all  ranks  of  men,  and  of  making  it  the 
custom  or  fashion  for  all  our  laymen  at 
least,^  to  breed  themselves  up  to  arms  and 
military  discipline  ;  and  if  we  can  accom- 
plish this,  I  believe,  it  will  be  granted,  we 
would  then  have  no  occasion  for  a  Standing 
Army,  or  for  keeping  a  greater  number 
of  regular  troops  in  continual  pay,  than  was 
necessarv  for  the  grandeur  and  personal 
safety  of  our  king  and  royal  fiunUy. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said  : 

My  Lords ;-  In  this  debate,  I  think,  it 
hte  been  granted  on  all  sides,  that  when 
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there  are  great  discontentit  among  the 
people,  we  are  exposed  to  the  danger 
both  of  invasions  and  insurrections;  and  It 
has  likewise  been  sranted,  that  diere  are 
at  present  great  mscontents  among  the 
people  of  this  nation;  therefore  it  must,  I 
thiuK,  be  granted,  that  we  arc  now  in 
great  danger,  not  only  of  insurrections,but 
of  invasions ;  and  no  lord  who  has  spoke  in 
this  debate,  has  pretended  to  say,  that  ire 
ought  not  to  ke^  up  an  army,  or  that  we 
ought  to  reduce  our  army,  when  we  are 
in  real  and  immediate  danger.  But,  saj 
some  lords,  all  the  discontents  we  now 
complain  of,  proceed  from  your  keeph^ 
up  such  an  array  :  Disband  but  your  army, 
say  they,  or  a  great  part  of  it,  and  tlie 
people  will  be  satisfied.  This,  in  inj  opi^ 
ni'on,  my  Lords,  would  be  like  a  nian'i 
throwing  away  his  arms,  in  order  to  be 
reconciled  with  his  enemy  ;  which,  I  am 
sure,  no  man  of  courage  or  prudence 
would  do :  If  a  man  has  any  true  courage, 
or  common  prudence,  he  will  first  end^- 
vour  at  a  reconcilement  ;  and  when  he  » 
weU  assured,  that  his  enemy  is  sincerely 
reconciled  with  him,  he  will  then  lay  aside 
his  arms,  because  he  cannot  have  an  im* 
mediate  use  for  them. 

My  Lords,  if  we  are  certain,  that  ail 
our  present  discontents  proceeded  from 
our  keeping  up  an  army,  and  that  ail 
those  that  now  appear  discontented,  would 
be  satisfied,  and  would  be  sincerely  re- 
conciled with,  and  obedient  to,  our  go- 
vernment for  the  future,  I  should  readily 
agree  to  the  reduction  proposed  :  But  the 
contrary,  I  think,  is  numifest  It  is  not 
from  our  keeping  up  an  army  that  our 
present  discontents  proceed :  It  is  not  with 
our  government  only,  but  with  our  whole 
legidature,  that  the  meaner  sort  of  people 
appear  dissatisfied.  The  greatest  discott- 
tents  that  have  app^red,  the  roost  fre- 
quent riots  that  nave  happened,  have 
been  occasioned  by  an  act  of  the  whole 
legislature,  and  one  of  the  best  acts  that 
was  ever  made,  one  of  the  most  necessa- 
sary  for  preserving  both  the  health  and 
morals  of  the  people.  Our  discontents 
and  riots  occasicmed  by  the  erecting 
of  turnpikes  are  of  the  same  nature: 
They  ao  not  proc^  from  any  measures 
taken  by  the  government  only  ;  but  from 
measures  that  have  been  approved  o(  by 
the  whole  legislature.  In  both  these  cases, 
the  discontents  and  riots  that  h^^pened, 
or  may  happen,  must  be  allowed  to  pr^ 
ceed  from  measures  that  were  proposed 
by  those,  who  could  hay«  nothing  in  view 
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but  the  bippineBB  and  convenience  of  the 
people;  and  what  they  proposed  have 
met  with  Uie  approbation^  not  only  of  our 
kgisktorey  but  of  all  the  better  sort  of 
praple  in  the  kkigdom  ;  It  k  only  among 
tbe  Yeiy  dr^^s  of  our  people,  that  these 
discontents,  and  this  spirit  of  mobbing  and 
rioting  prevail :  and,  if  you  aUow  the 
dregs  of  your  peonle  to  prescribe  to»  or 
controul  the  legislative  authority  of  the 
kiogdomy  in  opposition  to  what  is  ap- 
proTed  of  by  all  those  of  a  superior  ranx, 
sot  only  our  present  establiuiment,  ^ut 
govenunent  itself  must,  be  ajt  an  end : 
Anarchv  and  confusion  roust  ensue,  and 
from  tiiat  anarchy,  as  has  been  once 
oar  fate  already,  one  of  the  worst  sort  of 
tjnnnies  will  certainly  spring  up. 

Thus,  I  think,  my  Lords,  I  have  shewn, 
that  the  dissatisfaction  that  now  prevails 
chiefly  among  our  meaner  sort  of  people, 
does  not  proceed  from  our  keeping  up  a 
nomerous  Army ;    and  none  of  those  dis- 
contents which  proceed  from  disaffection, 
disappointment,  malice,  envy,  or  resent-, 
loent,  csn,  with  the  least  shadow  of  justice, 
be  attnbuted  to  our  keeping  any  number 
of  r^idar  troops  in  pay.    These  discon- 
teDts,  it  is  true,  may  all  of  them    be 
beightened  by  the  araly  we  keep  up  at 
present :  but  how  are  they  heightened,  mv 
lords?  The  disaffiscted  are  angry  with 
oor  Army ;   because,  by*  means  of  our 
Army,  our  government  is  enabled  to  pre- 
heat its  being  in  their  power  to  overturn 
par  religion  and  constitution,  by  introduc- 
ing Popery  and  slavery.    The  seditious 
ttfe  angry  with  the  Army,  because,,  hy 
J»eans  of  the  Army,  our  government  is 
cwbled  to  prevent  its  being  in  their  power, 
to  spread  war,  bloodshed,  and  desmation, 
mx  the  face  of  their  country ;   and  the 
loose  and  abandoned  are  ansry  with  our 
Anny,  because,  by  means  of  our  Arm^, 
^  government  is  enabled  to  prevent  its 
beingin their  power,  to  come  easily  at  those 
pernicious  liquors,  which  give  anew  spring 
to  all  tbeir  vicious  appetites,  and  which 
Jnako  it  easy  for  them  to  draw  multitudes 
^to  ihe  same  lewd  and  debauched  course 
oflifa.    If  our  Army,  or  a  great  part  t>f 
*^  were  didbianded,  can  we  expect  that 
either  of  these  sorts  of  discontented  peo- 
ple would  be  sincerely  reconciled  to  the 
pcsent  establishment  and  laws  of  their 
^\xj\  dan  we  expect  that  either  of 
wem  would  become  quiet  and  peaceable 
J^bjects?   No,  my  Lords :  they  would  all 
»ink  they  had  gpt  an  <^iportunity  for  ac- 
coQf liil^Dg  their  veqpective.  &vourite  de- 


signt :  they  would  probably  job  together^ 
as  the  triumvirate  aid  at  lume^  in  endea- 
vouring to  destroy  every  man  pf  religion 
or  virtue  in  the  country ;  and  what  might 
be  the  consequence,  I  dread  to  think  on. 
I  shall  never  therefore,  my  Lords,  be  for 
disbanding  or  reducing  our  Axmy^  as  long 
as  this  spurit  ai  disaffection,  sedition,  and 
dissoluteness,  prevails  amoBff  our  people.  * 
It  is  this  spirit  that  makes  the  keeping  up 
of  our  Army  necessary.  It  is  dus  spint 
that  now  makes  a  ^reat^  Army  necessarr 
than  in  king  Williapa's  reign ;  for  though 
there  was  then  perh^s  as  nUtch  disafiee- 
tion  as  at  present,  there  was  little  or  no 
spirit  of  sedition  amons  any,  and  much 
less  was  there  a  spirit  of  dissoluteness  and 
immorality  among  the  meaner  sort  of  pemde. 
We  had  then  nouung  to  ^uard  against  nut 
the  attempts  of  the  Jacdbites ;  and  though 
there  was  a  greater  number  of  open,  pro- 
fessed Jacobites  than  now,  yet  their  at- 
tempts were  less  dangerous,  because  they* 
avowed  thehr  principles;  whereas,  many 
of  our  modem  Jacobites  have  learned  |o 
disguise  themselves,  by  assuming  the  chap 
racter  of  lovers  of  liberty,  and  admirers  of 
our  antient  constitution.  They  then  made 
their  attacks  openly,  but  now  they  ap- 
proach by  the  sap,  or  endeavour  to  cor- 
rupt the  garrison ;  which  is  one  reason  for 
shewing,  that  we  now  stand  in  need  of  a 
srreater  body  of  well  disciplined  troops,  to 
defend  us  against  the  attempts,  even  of  the 
Jacobites,  than  we  did  in  lung  WiUiamfs 
time.  But  there  is  another,  my  Lordp, 
which,  with  me,  is  still  of  more  weight :  in 
king  William's  time,  the  violences  and  op- 
pressions of  the  late  king  James's  reign 
were  fresh  in  every  man's  memory :  the 
danger  to  which  our  religion,  our  liber- 
ties, and  our  properties,  had  been  exposed, 
was  what  every  man  then  knew  by  his 
own  experience.  These  things  are  now 
generally  known  by  hear-say  only ;  and 
Sierefore,  we  cannot  expect  Uiat  our  peo- 
ple would  now  be  so  unanimous,  or  so 
zealous,  in  opposing  the  attempts  of  the 
Jacobites,  as  tney  would  have  been  in  king 
William's  time.  Besides,  the  late  king 
James  was  then  alive ;  and  therefore  no 
attempts  could  be  made,  but  in  favour  of 
the  very  man  who  had  oppressed  us ;  and 
who,  Inr  his  blind  bigotry,  had  brought 
us  to  the  brink  of  destruction ;  whereas 
now  the  person  is  changed,  and.  from  a 
new  person,  the  thoughtless  part  of  our 
people  may  be  deluded  into  the  expecta- 
tion of  a  new  sort  of  conduct.  For  this 
reason,  we  cannot  now  expect  that  any 
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fiujng  flheir  depredatiom  on  the  Fndsh 
mibj«cts,  and  no  satisfkction  having  been 
obtained  for  those  before  committed,  a 
^rther  application  was  made  to  this  House, 
in  the  year  1730;  complaining  of  the  great 
interruptions  given  by  the  Spaniai^  to 

Alt  commercial  differences,  to  the  iMsafisfac- 
tfon  of  Enjyrland.      Bat  this  oTcrttire,  which 
tetitted  to  plungpe   £urope  into  a  new    war, 
being  reje«  ted,  the  queen  of  Spain   was  still 
more    irritated,    and*^  continued  t6    maintain 
powerful  armaments  by  sea  and  land.    In  con- 
formity to  orders,  sent  from  the  court  of  Ma- 
drid, the  fjuarda  ci>«tas  hecnme  more  vijrilant 
an^^  severt*  than  ever;  and  repeated  instances 
of  their  violence  were  transmitted  to  England. 
*•  A  Petition  was  accordingly  presented  to 
Ihe  K'n;r,  by  a  large  body  of  merchants  trading 
tfo  the  West  Inities,  complaining  of  these  de- 
predations, and  Glaring  specific  cases  of  illegal 
Captures  and  confiscation^:.     TTie  King  referred 
t!ii3  petition  to  the   cabinet   council,   liefore 
trhom  the  merchants  were  beard.     In  coose- 
^ence  of  their  evidence,  the  duke  of  New- 
castle drew  up  a  spirited  meniorial,  shewing 
Ihe  nntnre  of  the  trade,  and  giving  such  an 
explanatioa  of  the  treaties  of  1667  and  1670, 
on  the  doe  understaudrng  of  which  the  affair 
tihhnately  rested,  as  appeared  to  justify  the 
complaints  of  the  British  traders,  and  to  cri- 
Aiinate  the  conduct  of  the  Spaniards.     This 
Bicmorial,  and  the  merchants*  petition,  were 
«eht  to  Mr.  Keene,  with  orders  to  present  it  to 
the  king  of  Spain.    The  memorial,  after  re- 
neaiiog  the    various    applications  which  had 
been  ineffectually  made  for  restitution  of  ships 
ami  effects  uiyustly  seized,  and  demanding  sa- 
tisfaction for   the  depredations  and  cruelties 
Committed  by  the  guarda  costas,  required  the 
king  of  Spam  to  give  effectual  orders  for  pu- 
nishing the  persons  guilty  of  these  atrocilcs, 
and  for  granting  immediate  reparation  to  bis 
subjects ;  and  concluded  by  observing,  that  if, 
contrary  to  expectation,  these  instances  should 
not  have  the  desired  effect,  the  king  would  be 
obliged  to  procure  for  his  subjects  that  satis- 
faction which  they  had  a  right  to  demand,  by 
virtue  of  sub.st8ting  treaties,  and  the  law  of  na- 
tions.    Mr.  Keene  presented  this  memorial  on 
the  lOih  of  December ;  to  which  Philip  re- 
plied, that  he  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  pre- 
Mrvethe  friendship  of  the  king  of  England. 
Notwithstanding  the  pressing  importunitits  of 
Mr.  Keene,  who  declared  that  nothing  but  im- 
mediate restitution  and  e.xemp!ary  puliislimpnt 
fiould  give  satisraction,  the  answer  was  not  re- 
turned before  the  meeting  of  Parliament.     It 
also  appeared,  that  the  Spanish  court  did  not 
view  the  snbiect  in  the  same  li^ht  as  had  been 
repre-erted  by  the  English  cabinet,  and  con- 
troverted many  pf)*5ltion8  advanced  in  the  me- 
morial.    Such  was  the  state  of  the  disputes  be- 
tween England  and  Spain,  when  Parliament 
Jas  as^mh  ed."    Coxe's  Memoin  of  sir  Bo- 
fcrtWalpole. 


the  trade  and  navigatioii  of  ddai  kiigdoor, 
and  their  cruel  treaCntent  of  the  British 
subjects;  and  that  t\n»  House,  having 
again  taken  this  matter  inta  their  consi- 
deration, and  examined  nCo  the  same  with 
the  utmost  deliberation,  came  to  a  Reaoi- 
lution :  <  That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 

*  sented  to  his  Miq'esty,  that  he  wili  be 

*  graciously  pleased  to  continue  hsendea- 

*  vours  to  prevent  the  depredations  of  th« 

*  Spaniards,  for  the  future ;  to  procure 
'  full  satisfaction  for  the  damages  alrcuJy 
'  sustained  ;  and  to  secure  to  the  Britisa 
'  subjects,  the  fuU  and  uninterrupted  exer- 
'  cise  c^  their  trade  and  navigation  to,  and 

*  from  the  British  cofonies  ia  America.' 
^Which  Address  was  presented  to  his  Ma- 
jesty accordingly  ;  and  representing  to 
the  House,  that  the  Spaniards  have  jvaid 
so  little  regard  to  his  Majesty's  moc4  gra- 
cious endeavours,  that  they  have  contiDued 
their  depredatioos,  akaost  ever  since  die 
treaty  or .  Sevflle,  aad  more  paiticulariy 
hat  year  have  carried  them  to  a  greater 
height  than  ever ;  they  having  arhitrarihr 
seized  several  dhips,  Wkh  their  efeds,  be- 
longing to  his  Majesty's  subjects,  on  the 
high  seas,  in  the  destined  course  of  their 
voyages  to  and  from  the  British  colonies, 
amounting  to  a  very  considerable  value; 
and  that  the  captains  or  masters  of  soaic  oi* 
the  said  ships  were,  accmrding  to  the  hst 
advices  of  the  Petitioners,  and  are  (as  the 
Petitioners  believe)  at  this  time  conlined 
Ipr  the  Spaniards  in  the  West-Indies,  and  i 
tne  crews  are  now  hi  slavery  in  Old-Spain, 
where  they  are  most  inhumanly  treated; 
and  that  that  cruel  nation  make  it  thur 
practice  to  attack  and  board  all  British 
merchant  ships,  they  meet  with  in  the 
American  Seas,  under  pretence  of  search^ 
ing  for  goods,  which  uiey  deem  contra- 
band or  not,  according  to  thew  own  arhi- 
trary  will  and  pleasure,  contrary  to  the 
law  of  nations,  and  in  manifest  violation « f 
the  treaties  subsisting  between  the  tvo 
Crowns;  and  that  by  these  unjust  and 
violent  proceedings  of  the  Spaniards,  tJM 
trade  and  navigation  to  and  from  America 
is  rendered  very  unsatie  and  pfecarious; 
insomuch,  that  the  insurance  ttam  Ja- 
maica has  greatly  risen  on  these  accotints 
only  ;  and  that,  without  some  speedy  and 
effectual  remedy,  the  American  trade  and 
navigation  will  be  (together  with  there- 
venue  of  the  Crown  arising  thereiiom) 
very  much  diminished,  if  not  entirely  lost ; 
and  farther  representing  to  the  House, 
that,  althojugh  his  CatMic  Mn^sityhi^ 
stipdated  by  the  treaty  of  Seville,  and  hf 
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the  iedantioQ  of  i7d9  rdteiive  theirauiiKH 
to  cattse  pepawdon  to  be  Ibrthwiih'  made 
oe  theuBhaiipy  suferenv  J^^  theve  is  no 
instaace  of  its  having  beea  dbne ;  <o  iiu- 
finom  it,  that,  whikt  die  B^itifih  vixb^elB 
iurfe  b«m  amusedk  with  vain  and  fttattnc 
lH>p«a  of  aatisfaetioQ,  the  Spaniards  have 
coaniitted  ftwthe?  inmilts  ana  depredaHionB 
upon  thiaBiy  and  still  eontinue  the  same 
mmjun  practices;  and  that  the  Cedute  ar 
orders  given  by  the  Ceuvt  of  Spain  te 
Aeir  gWYenofs  in  America,  are*  only  ca!- 
culaaed  (as  the  petitioners  bf  experience 
Ikave  great  reason  to  apprehend)  to  evade 
giving  aalisfiietien  to  the  British  subjects ; 
for  tlMiv  has  never  been  one  of  the  €e- 
kila*  smnplied  ariih,  aer  any  governor 
.  ecalierf,  ner  punished  far  hi#  disobedieiice', 
•  a  tile  peCitiiMiers  ever  heard ;  and  that,  for 
ny  natios  to  assume  the  power  ef  detain- 
*]ig  or  iwwuBMiging  the  British  ^pe  upon 
iheir  lawfhl  voyages  in  the  American  seas 
vader  pretence  of  searchkiff  for  contra- 
band  ^oedSy  ia  m  eflbct  (as  the  petitioners 
eoRcetve)  chnming  and  exercising  the 
sole  aoverefgntv  of  these  seas;  and  that  if 
the  Spaaiaids  be  suffered  to  act  in  this  in- 
jurioiia  BUHHier,  to  insult  the  persons  of 
bin  Majesty'ii  subjects,  or  to  friunderthem 
of  their  property,  the  petitioners  appre- 
hend the  sasoe  will  he  attended,  not  only 
with  great  ebstroction  to  this  valaable 
braach  of  oar  commerce  and  navigation, 
bat  also  with  consequences  very  fetal  to 
Great- Bntain  itsdf,  and  as  the  measures 
hitiberte  pnrsned  have  proved  ineffectual, 
prajring  the  House  to  take  the  premises 
into  their  mature  consideration,  and  pro- 
vide such  timely  and  adequate  remedy, 
far  putting  an  end  to  all  msnlts  and  de- 
predations on  the  British  subjects,  as  to 
tlie  House  shall  seem  meet,  as  wdl  as 
procifte  such  reKef  for  the  unhappy  suffer- 
ers, as  the  nature  of  their  case,  and  the 
justice  of  their  cause  require  ;  and  that 
they  may  be  heard  by  themselves  and 
eoonsel  thereupon.'*    Upon  this. 

The  Speaker  said : 

Gentlemen ;  Though  my  office,  while  1 
am  in  the  chair,  deprnres  me  of  having  any 
lliare  in  your  debates,  yet  it  obliges  me  to 
declare  what  are  the  rorms  of  the  House. 
As  I  concehre  this  to  be  a  point  of  form, 
ft  is  my  duty  to  acquaint  you,  that  so  far 
as  I  have  yet  observed,  it  never  was  the 
method  of  this  House  to  admit  parties  to 
be  heard  by  themselves  and  coun&eL  The 
motion  that  is  always  made  in  such  cases 
is,  Thai  the  petitioiiers  be  admitted  to  be 


hemBdhfAetmeTmBma^moA.  Uikmm^ 
fore  the  hoaowable  ^mdfemmi  '*ii  lamlr 
the  motioM,  is  not  saetisfiad  that  1  pot  the 

auastuHiv  Whedier  it  is  yauv  pkeasurs*tfaa(t 
ke  petitioners  be  heard  touohiBg  the  mal^ 
tar  ai  this  Patitioa  by  themaeivea  091  oam^ 
sel^  i  OHBt  beg  leave  to  take  the  sense  of 
the  House  with  re^d  to  the  teruaa  in 
which  I  am  to  put  we  question  upon  the 
present  motion. 

Sis  John  BamuLYvt  saeonded  the  nwtiae 
thus: 

Sir ;  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  so  well  ac- 
quainted widi  the  forms  of  the  Houses  as 
to  give  my  (^Mniou  whether  the  petitiaacia 
ouj^t  to  be  heard  by  thcnuelves>  aind 
counsel,  or  by  themselves  or  counsel:  but^ 
Sir,  I  know  tlait  this  petition  ia  founded 
upon  facts,  and  \  shoula  be  sorry  to  see  the 
design  of  it  defeated  by  a  scrupolous  ad^ 
herence  to  any  points  of  fs^roB^  wnatsoevar. 
The  request  of  the  petitioners.  Sir,  hoMb. 
ever  as  to  form  it  may  be  extraordinary, 
yet  ie  point  of  reason,  ia  my  opinion^  ia 
justifiable.  Most  of  the  petitioiia  upae 
which  counsel  is  prayed  to  be  heard  at  the 
bar  of  this  House,  are  against  I^ls  de- 
pending before  the  House;  and  gentlemen^ 
m  the  course  of  such  Bilk  passing  the 
House  have  appovtunity  of  making  them«> 
selres  masters  of  the  case ;  so  Uiat  tKe 
counsel  have  Kttle  else  to  dov  but  to  prove 
from  facts  that  the  Bill  depending  is  either 
unjust  in  itself  by  affiscting  the  pro|)ovty 
of  the  persons  that  petition,  or  by  clashing 
or  being  ind>nsistent  with  some  foriner 
law.  But,  Sir,  the  case  of  the  present  pe* 
titioners  is  widiely  different ;  the  repeated 
losses  they  have  met  with,  and  the  injuries 
they  have  sustained  in  their  trade,  can 
never  so  well  be  understood  iiroaithe  mouth 
of  a  lawyer,  as  from  their  own ;  because. 
Sir,  it  IS  impossible  for  the  ablest  hwyer 
either  to  be  so  well  instructed  m  the  in« 
terests  and  cfotms  of  the  several  petitions 
ers,  or  to  explain  the  several  terms  c»f  coin^ 
merce  and  navi^tion  that  must  necessarily 
occur  in  this  a&ir,  so  as  to  be  understood 
by  gentlemen  unacquainted  with  these 
matters.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  humbly  think 
it  will  be  a  hardship  upon  the  petitioners, 
to  deny  them  a  request  of  so  little  import* 
ance  as  the  present,  merely  because  it  in* 
terferes  with  a  matter  of  form.  1  b^  leave 
to  say.  Sir,  that  forms  cannot  be  l)etter 
known  than  by  precedents,  and  1  believe 
it  will  puzzle  any  gentleman  to  find  a  pre- 
cedent of  a  case  parallel  to  die  present, 
whether  we  eonsidef  the  long  cout^a  of 
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•injuries  which  some  of  the  petitumen 
have  miBtained,  the  melancholv  situation  to 
which  others  of  them  are  leduced,  or  its 
importance  to  the  trade,  the  honour,  and 
aafetj  of  Britain.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  am  of 
opimon  we  ought  to  make  no  difficult  of 
agreeing  to  the  request  of  the  Petition. 

The  Speaker  still  insisted,  that  he  looked 
upon  it  as  contrary  to  all  forms  of  Proceed- 
ing in  that  House,  to  allow  the  Petition- 
ers to  foe  heard  before  the  Conunittee  by 
themselves  and  counsel. 

Sir  WSliam  Windham  said : 

I  think.  Sir,  that  gentlemen  are  ex- 
tremely obliged  to  your  care,  in  putting 
them  m  mind  of  the  usual  form  of  pro- 
ceeding, and  am  intirely  of  your  opinion 
with  regard  to  the  present  motion*  I  be- 
lieve  no  gentleman  here  can  suspect  that  I 
have  not  as  warm  a  sense  of  tne  injuries 
our  merchants  have  sustained,  as  any  gen- 
tleman here ;  but.  Sir,  I  think  we  ought  to 
proceed  in  a  parliamentary  method,  and 
not  make  any  innovations  in  our  forms,  ex- 
cept wh^re  it  is  absolutely  necessary.  For 
my  own  part.  Sir,  in  the  present  case,  1 
judge  it  is  so  &r  f^m  being  absolutely  ne- 

Jcessary,  that  it  would  do  the  petitioners  a 
prejudice.  As  to  what  my  honourable 
nend  mentioned  about  a  counsel's  not 
being  able  to  put  mercantile  afiairs  in  such 
a  light  as  to  be  thoroughly  understood  by 
gentlemen,  I  am  entirely  of  his  opinion ; 
but  then  I  think  the  petitioners  ought  to 
appear  at  our  bar  not  as  counsel,  but  as 
evidences  for  themselves.  Tliis,  Sir,  will 
effectually  answer  all  the  ends  that  my  ho- 
nourable friend  proposes,  and  wil  preserve 
our  method  of  proceeding  in  its  ordinary 
form.  If  thereiore.  Sir,  die  counsel  shaU 
advance  a  fact  that  requires  proof,  or 
touches  upon  a  point  that  wants  explana- 
tion, I  think  it  is  higlily  just  that  the  peti- 
tioners should  be  admitted  as  evidences, 
and  be  allowed  to  answer  such  questions  as 
shall  be  proposed  either  by  gentlemen,  or 
by  their  counsel*  This-  I  conceive,  Sii^ 
is  but  fair,  and  would  inspire  our  merchants 
with  a  confidence  in  tne  justice  of  this 
House,  and  let  the  world  see  that  we  are 
resolved  to  leave  no  means  untried  which 
may  contribute  to  give  us  right  informa- 
tion, in  an  a&ir  that  so  nearly  concerns 
the  properties  of  our  fellow,  subjects,  and 
the  dignity  of  the  nation. 

Sir  Robert  JValpole  spoke  next : 

Sir ;  I  must  humbly  beg  leave  to  differ 
ill  my  sentimcDts  on  this  affiur,  firom  both 


the  honourable  gentlemen*  The  judgment, 
Sir,  which,  in  my  opinion,  we  ihould 
form  in  this  case,  ought  to  be  grounded 
on  fiurts  as  they  are  &irly  represented,  not 
as  they  are  artfully  aggravated.  Every 
gentleman.  Sir,  I  believe,  from  his  t)are 
reflection  on  the  injuries  our  merchaoti 
have  received  from  Spain,  feds  within  hit 
own  breast  an  indignatian  ariss^  which 
there  is  na  occasion  to  increase  bj  the 
power  of  eloquence,  or  the  arts  of  a  lawyer. 
When  gentlemen.  Sir,  see  an  affiur  through 
the  mist  that  passion  throws  before  their 
eyes,  it  is  next  to  impossible  they  should 
form  a  just  judgment.  I  believe  there  ii 
scarce  any  gentleman  here  who  is  not  ac-  I 
quainted  with  as  much  geography,  sod  a>  j 
much  of  the  history,  both  of  Britain  and 
Spain,  as  may  enable  him,  from  a  plain  re- 
presentation of  facts,  to  judge  whether 
the  allegations  in  this  petition  be  true  or 
false.  Now,  Sir,  are  not  the  merchants 
themselves  tlie  most  proper  hands  for 
giving  in  such  a  representation  ^  Are  they 
not  most  immediately  interested  in  the 
facts  ?  Where  then  is  the  necessity,  Sir, 
of  having  counsel  to  do  this  ?  Or  what 
occasion,  Sir,  is  there  to  work  upon  the 
passions  where  the  head  is  to  be  inrormed? 
I  believe.  Sir,  every  gentleman  will  find  j 
his  heart  as  much  affected  by  the  artlesg 
accounts  of  the  su&rers  themselves,  as  by 
the  studied  rhetorick  of  the  most  eloquent 
counsel.  However,  Sir,  I  shall  not  take 
the  liberty  to  make  any  motion  on  thii 
head,  but  intirely  submit  it  to  gentlemen's 
consideration. 

Alderman  fVilUmot  answered  as  followa : 

Sir ;  I  think  the  petitioners  ought  to 
have  liberty  to  be  heard,  not  only  by  them- 
selves and  counsel ;  but  if  it  were  possible 
that  we  could  indulge  them  in  otner  ad- 
vantages, we  ought  to  do  it.  To  talk  of 
working  upon  passions!  Can  any  inan's 
passions  be  wound  up  to  a  greater  height, 
can  any  man's  indignation  be  more  raised 
than  every  free-bom  Englishman's  niusi 
be,  when  he  reads  a  letter  which  I  recciv- 
^  this  morning,  and  which  I  have  now  io 
my  hand.  This  letter.  Sir,  gives  an  ac- 
count that  seventy  of  our  brave  sailors  are 
now  in  chains  in  Spain.  Our  countrymen 
in  chains !  and  slaves  to  Spaniards !  is  not 
diis  enough,  Sir,  to  fire  the  coldest?  is  not 
this  .enough.  Sir,  to  rouse  all  the  ven- 
geance of  a  national  resentment?  and  shall 
we,  Sir,  sit  here  debating  about  words  and 
forms,  while  the  sufierings  of  our  countr}- 
men  call  out  loudly  for  redress. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  re- 
ferred to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Hoase,  and  that  it  be  an  in- 
stru<;tion  to  the  said  Committee  that  they 
do  admit  the  said  "petitioners  to  be  heard, 
if  thej  think  fit,  by  themselves  or  counsel, 
before  the  said  Committee. 

Mr.  Coster,  one  of  the  niembers  for 
Briatol,  tlien  presented  to  the  House  a  pe- 
tition of  the  master,  wardens,  assistants, 
endcommonaltjof  th^society  of  merchant- 
adrenturers,  within  the  city  of  Bristol, 
mider  their  common  seal,  and  the  same 
was  read  ;  setting  forth,  ^*  That  for  some 
years  past,  the  British  trade  and  naviga- 
cioiiy  to  and  from  the  British  colonies  and 
plantations  in  America,  hath  been  greatly 
mterriipted  and  exposed  to  the  continual 
insults  and  depredations  of  the  Spaniards 
in  those  seas,  where  they  have  taxen  and 
made  prizes  of  great  numbers  of  British 
ships  and  vessels,  in  their  passage  to  and 
from  the  said  colonies  and  plantations  (se-« 
veral  of  which  did  belong  to  this  port)  to 
the  great  dama^  of  his  Majesty's  subjects ; 
whereby  the  said  valuable  trade  is  in  dan- 
ger of  being  lost ;  and  that,  notwithstand- 
ing tha  resolutions  of  this  House,  and  his 
Majesty's  most  gracious  endeavours  to  ob- 
tain for  his  subjects  just  and  reasonable 
satisfaction,  yet  the  Spaniards  still  conti- 
nue their  depredations,  and  hsnre  lately 
taken  and  plundered  several  ships  and  ves- 
sels, belonging  to  this  and  other  British 
ports,  and  have  treated  such  as  have  fallen 
into  their  hands  in  a  very  cruel  and  bar- 
barous manner ;  and  therefore  praying  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  and  such  timely 
and  adequate  remedy  in  the  premises,  as  to 
this  House  shall  seem  fit/' 

Next,  was  presented  a  Petition  of  Sa- 
muel Bonham,  Christopher  Astley,  Benja- 
min Weal,  and  Joseph  Crowcher,  owners 
of  the  ship  Ann  Galley,  Joseph  Spackman 
master,  burden  130  tons,  or  thereabouts, 
on  behalf  of  themselves,  and  the  mariners 
and  seamen  of  the  said  ship,  and  the  same 
was  read ;  setting  forth,  <<  That  the  peti- 
tioners on  the  4th  of  December,  1728,  and 
since,  have  delivered  to  his  grace  the  duke 
of  Newcastle,  one  of  his  Majesty's  princi- 
pal secretaries  of  state,  seven  memorials 
and  petitions  addressed  to  his  Majesty, 
and  four  others  delivered  at  the  council- 
board,  each  memorial  and  petition  setting 
forth  the  great  loss  and  damage,  the  peti- 
tioners have  received  by  the  unjust  cap- 
ture and  seizure  of  their  ship  Ann  Galley 
and  her  cargo  by  the  Spaniards  on  the  ISth 
€tf  June,  1728,  in  her  way  from  Guinea  to 


Jamaica,  after  the  pacification  between  dik 
crowns  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain  was  not 
only  agreed  on,  but  notified  to  the  respec- 
tive governments  in  the  West  Indies,  the 
same  being  notified  at  Jamaica  the  Srd  of 
June,  and  at  Carthagena,  in  New  Spain, 
the  10th  of  the  same  month ;  and  tha 
value  of  the  said  ship  and  cargo,  with  the 
freight,  &c.  hath  been  attested  on  the 
oaths  of  the  master  and  several  of  the  of- 
ficers and  people  belonging  to  the  said 
ship  Ann  GaUey,  when  taken  by  the 
Spaniards,  to  be  worth  10,500/.  sterlings 
imd  upwaj^s,  besides  the  loss  of  interest 
for  that  sum  to  this  time,  being  upwards 
of  nine  years ;  in  all  which  memorials  and 
petitions,  Uie  petitioners  most  humbly  be- 
sought his  Majesty's  fiivour,  interest,  and 
protection,  in  recovering  their  los  and  da- 
mage from  the  Spaniards ;  yet  that,  not- 
withstanding his  Majesty's  goodness  in  en- 
deavouring, by  all  peaceable  ways  and 
methods,  to  obtain  satisfiiction  for  such 
their  loss  and  damage,  it  plainly  appears 
to  the  petitioners,  ^t  those  ceduias  ara^ 
no  more  than  delusions  and  6hews  of  jus- 
tice :  for  his  Majesty  hath  been  graciously 
5 leased  to  send  several  ships  oT  war  firon& 
amaica  to  demand  restitution  at  St  Ja^o 
de  Cuba,  and  by  his  minister  Benjamm 
Keene,  esq.  at  the  court  of  Spain,  hath 
made  demand  of  the  said  ship  and  cargo, 
or  the  value  thereof,  and  hath  obtained 
several  orders  from  the  king  of  Spain,  and 
his  minister  Don  Joseph  F&tinho,  to  his 
governor  and  royal  officers  at  St.  Jago  de 
Cuba,  one  dated  at  Seville  the  28th  of 
December,  1730,  one  dated  die  23rd  of 
February,  1733,  wherein  his  Catholic  ma- 
jesty allows  the  ship  to  be  an  unjust  cap- 
ture, and  orders  his  governor,  &c.  to  cause 
immediate  restitution  to  be  made,  without 
making  any  reply  to  those  orders;  and 
that  notwithstanding  all  this,  and  contrary, 
as  the  petitioners  apprdiend,tothe  second 
separate  article  of  the  treaty  of  Seville, 
and  those  made  by  his  Majesty's  royal 
predecessors,  and  particularly  the  14th  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  1670,  between  Eng- 
land and  Spain,  and  confirmed  by  the 
other  treaties,  particularly  that  of  Utrecht 
in  the  year  1713,  by  which  Uth  article  it 
is  stipulated,  that,  if  iustice  is  denied,  or 
unreasonably  delayed,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  that  king,  whose  subjects  have  suffered, 
to  take  any  rules  and  methods  according 
to  the  law  of  nations,  until  reparation  be 
made  to  the  sufferers ;  notwithstanding  his 
Majesty's  goodness,  no  satisfaction  could 
be  obtained;    and  that  therefore. on  the 


msH         irGEoscsfi  II. 

t7%li  "^  Jminanr,  17SS-4,  tbe^  <pflUfioijew 
lil^aiii  fiddvessed  Mb  Maje0fc)r  in  ommcil, 
setthig  forth  fbe  ^Invdmess  of  theirciKe ; 
ftoA  «fii«t  his  Mojestjr,  fby  i^  advice  of  his 
^owioil,  l^e  @l«t  of  i'^ebraanr,  1798-4,  did 
•tgnlfyiitt  royal  jplewure  to  hi8  minister  at 
m  ooart  of  Spaia,  that  he,  in  his  MaJBi^ 

£!  •name,  Topresent  to  the  Catholic  king, 
t  his  Majesty  looks  tipon  hinasdf  as 
dbifged,  by  hifffauure  of  justaoe  in  the  W«st 
Indies  to  tiis  M^esty's  sul^'ects,  -to  insbt, 
^hat  the  Ca^olic  king  do  Ifoithwith  cause 
Mfmraftion  to  be  made  to  the  petitioners 
leritheirloss  and  damage;  on  whioh  ano- 
iher  order  was  forirarded  to  ^  Jage  de 
Cliiba,tothe  governor  and  royal  officers, 
to  msice  full  restitution  for  toe  said  loss 
and  damage;  by  which  the  factors  of  the 
petitioners,  about  June,  ITS^,  received 
out'c^  the  TOyal  chest  at  St.  Jago,  2,860 
pieces  of  eight,  and  two  negro  men,  the 
valueof  which  doth  not  exce^  581/:  ster- 
ling; and  that  the  petitioners  ffinchng  that 
nothing  more  is  ever  to  be  expected  out 
«>f  the  West  Indies  (^after  nine  years  soli- 
citation'and  expence)  as  appears  by  their 
iievcfr^  letters,  the  copies  of  which  'have 
^om  time  to  thne,  as  niey  came  to  hand, 
been  eent  and  delivered  at  the  council  of- 
fice, and  to  the  office  of  his  grace  the  duke 
of  Kowcastle ;  therefore  since  his  Majes^ 
was  graciously  pleased  to  lay  the  several 
memorials  and  petitions  relating  to  this 
tinhajypy  capture  before  the  House,  the 
petitioners  on  the  ^th  of  March,  1786-7, 
brought  their  petition  into  this  House, 
whicn  ^as  read,  and  on  a  motion  made, 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table ;   but  that 
they  have  neither  received,  nor  have  any 
probable  expectationsto  receive,  from  Old 
^T  New  Spam  farther  satisfaction,  than  as 
before^n^entioned,  for  this  their  great  loss, 
^hich  is'too'severe  and  heavy  for  them  to 
bear,  and  Which  is  attended  with  this  ag- 
gravating ch'cumstance,  that  the  king  of 
Spain  hath  agreed,  that  the  captm-e  was 
unjust,  and  hath  ordered  satiafliction  to  be 
made,  but  at  a  place,  where  experiCHce 
^ews,  by  repeated  demands  and  endea- 
vours, it  cannot  be  obtained ;   and  tliere- 
fbre  praying  the  House  to  take  this  their 
unhappy  case  into- consideration, and  grant 
them  such  relief,  as  to  the  House  shall 
«ecm  meet** 

Then  was  presented  a  Petition  ofEd- 
anand  Saunders,  Henry  Tongue,  and 
Richard  <Farr,  of  the  city  of  Bristol,  mer- 
chants, in  beludf  of  themselves,  Henry 
Llo}^  deceased,  the  insurers,  master,  and 
tnattsers  of  the  ship  Robert  GaUey,  of 
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•Bristol,  buvden  :1:20  tons,  wbeie«f  Story 
King  was  raastor,  jmd  the  same  was  read; 
•setting  forth,  •«  That  on  the  20th  of  &% 
1729,  (whic5h  was  .almost  a  whole  yearaf- 
.ter  the  jiacificalion  between  the  crowns  of 
.Great  Britain  and  "Spain  being  not  only 
agreed  upon,  but .nolttcd  'UXlieaespcctive 
governments  in   the  Wast  Indies)    their 
-said  ribip,  prooeeding  on  her  Toi^ge  freoi 
Guinea,  by  the  way  of  Barbadoea,  to  J*-  j 
•maica,  was  taken  onfthe  coast  of   His<i 
.paniola,  six  leagues  out  at  sea,  by  a  Sps- ! 
nish  Guarda  la  Costa,  and,  as  ttie  peti- 1 
tioners  presume,  contrary  to  the  law  oT  j 
nations  and  treaties  then  sabsisti^g,  and  | 
the  ship  and  cargo  carried  into  -St.  Bo-  j 
mingo,  and  there  condemned  as  prise; 
the  value  nf  Jwhich,  <with  freight,  &c  when 
taken,  as  attested  upon  oath  fay  tlie  mas- 
ter, .was  16^664/.  sterUng,  and  iipwards, 
besides  the  interest  rthere^  fbriiiear  nine 
years ;  and  lliat  admiral  .Stewart,  when  he 
was  commander  in  chief  of  his  Mi^esty's 
ships  of  war 'Stationed  at  Jamaica,  on  no- 
tice of 'taking  of  'the  said  ship  and  cargo, 
sent  his  Majesty^s  ship  the  Tnal^to  St.  j5o- 
-mingo,  to  demandirestitution  ;  'but  that  the 
commander  of  her  received  for  answer, 
that  the  ship  and  'cargo  had  been  -  con- 
demned tby  tne  Audience,  and  there  oodd 
-be  no  redress,  unless  obtained  in  Old  Spain; 
and  that  the  'petitioners  having  made  ap- 
plication to  his  Majesty  by    petition  in 
November  1729,  compkining  of  the  uiv 
just  capture  -of  the  aaid  ship  Hebect,  and 
•begging  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  in- 
terposition, that  justioe   and  >Y«6tituti«B 
might  be  done  them ;  but  reeevving  no 
aatififiiction,  and  the  Spaniards  continuing  j 
their  depredations,  Uie  petitioners  joined  i 
in  a  petition  with  other  merchants  of  Bris-  ' 
tol  to  this  House  in  1730,  and  then,  as  | 
they  conceived,  proved    the   all^ations  l 
thereof,  when  this  House  thought  fit  to  I 
address   his  Majesty,  that  he  would  be  | 
gmoiously  pleased  to  continue  his  endea- 
vours to  « prevent  the  depredations  of  the  \ 
Spaniards  for  the  future,  and  to  procure  full 
satisfaction  for  the    damages  sustained; 
whereupon,  commissaries  were  appointed, 
by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  Seville ;  and  tliat 
the  petitioners  having  made  applicalion  to 
them,  as  well  as  to  Mr.  Keene  his  Majes- 
ty's minister  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  by  a 
memorial  -setting  forth  and  authenticated 
papers  annexed  thereto,  proving  the  un- 
justness  of  the  capture  of  the  said  ship,  and 
the  loss  sustainea ;  which  was  delivered  to 
his  grace  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  about  the 
moDth  of  July  1781 ;  but  that,  Aoreliaf 
4 


«7] 


relidmg  to  ike  SpoMsh  Dtpredkiions, 


A.  IK  17S8. 


[578 


taaa^  hid  tfaereupoti,  tiie  petitioDexs  ^V^ 
pMond  his  Majesty  m  the  month  of 
September  last ;  which  was  also  ddivered 
to  m  ssid  grace,  and  has  been  since  trans* 
mitted  to  Mr.  Keene ;  but  no  answer  be- 
iog  ictomed  thereto,  there  is  no  probabt- 
Mty  or  expectation  of  receiving  any  satis* 
fiKtum ;  and  therefore  praying  the  House, 
n  the  measures  hitherto  pursued  bore 
jvored  inefibctuaJ,  to  take  the  premises 
siCo  fiurther  consideration,  and  grant  such 
relief,  ss  to  the  House  shall  seem  meet, 
and  that  die  petitioners  may  be  heard  by 
tbeouehres  and  counsel  thereupon.*' 

Ordered,  1.  That  the  said:  Petitions  be 
leferred  to  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
■Bttee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  the 
petition  of  divers  mordiants,  planters,  and 
adien:,  trading 'to»  and  interested  in,  die 
Britidi  pbatfktions  in  America,  on  behalf 
of  themseives,  and  many  others,  is  re- 
ferred 2.  That  is  be  an  instruction  to 
Mid  Committee,  that  they  do  admit  the 
petitioaefs  to  be  heard,  if  thej  think  fit,  by 
thenuelves  or  counset,  before  the  said 
CoDunittee. 

Mr.  Puheney  then  said : 

Sir;  We  hav^  now  before  us  an  affiiir, 
is  vhich,  though  it  is  solicited  by  the  mer^ 
diants  only  of  one  denomination,  yet  there 
is  Dot  a  merchant  in  Great  Brttain  who,  in 
some  degree  or  other,  may  not  be  said  to 
be  ooDoeroed.  It  Is  not,  Sir,  as  has  been 
ngl^ested,  an  inqpotent  clamour  tvf  a  few 
8nagglers  whose  effects  have  been  jusdy 
sequeaiered  for  carrying  on  on  illicit  trade ; 
bat  SB  htunble  and  a  just  remonstrance  of 
t  rery  eoftsidcroble  body  of  the  best  friend 
both  to  the  interest  and  constitution  of 
tbdr  countfy.  It  would  wron^  the  ho* 
Rourand  justioe  of  this  House,  Sir,  to  sus- 
pect, that  if  the  petitioners  prove  the  alle- 
ftations  contained  in  their  several  petitions, 
fbey  Bhall  not  receive  all  the  relief  that  it 
is  in  our  power  to  give.  But,  Sir,  there 
ve  other  piaoas  where  an  effectual  redress 
for  their  injuries  must  be  solicited.  I  shall 
&ot»  Sir,  go  about  to  accuse  any  one  before 
I  itn  certain  that  the  anegattons  exhibited 
M  the  petitions  are  true ;  but  one  petitimi 
thathasbeen  nowread,  makes  a  very  extra- 
^dinary  impression  upon  me.  The  peti- 
tioners, Sir,  pretend  that  the  king  of 
^in's  officers  in  America  have  dared  to 
^sobsy  the  most  positive  orders  obtained 
^om  dieir  master  at  his  Majesty's'  in- 
<^css.  Can  any  gentleman,  Sir,  imagine, 
that  the  Spanish  offioers.darst  have  acted 
Aitids  manner  wil^ottt  the  connivance  of 
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their  court?  ot  that  flieir  ooort  would 
have  presumed  to-  trifle  ia  such  amanaev 
with  any  ministry,  bat  one  whidi  thoy 
thought  wanted  either^  courage  or  incliaa* 
tion  to  resent  such  traaliaent  ?  Aa  I  aaid 
before^v  Sir,  I  shall  not  take  opon  me  tm 
give  my  judgment  of  the  afBur  tUl  I  have 
heard  the  allagations  b  this  petition  msdo 
out.  If  they  cannot  be  made  out.  Sir,  I 
think  the  petitioners  deserve  the  cenaura 
of  this  House  for  so  eross  an  impoaition. 
But  if  they  ai%  provec^  Sir,  which  I  think 
we  have  too  goml  reason  to  expect,  I  on* 
not  help  saying,  that  I  think  our  ministry 
have  been  fl;uilty  of  a  scandalous  breach  d 
duty,  and  the  moat  in&mous  pusillanimity^ 
In  the  mean  time,  Snr,  as  the*«ffiur  itself 
has  on  all  sides  been  confessed  of  the 
graitftest  importancif,  and  it  is  highly  re^ 
quisite  that  every  gentleman,  who  has  the 
honour  to  sat  in  this  House,  dioiild  be  pre* 
sent  wlule  it  is  m  agitation,  I  think,  Sir^ 
we  ou^t  to  subject  every  one,  who  is  ab- 
sent without  indispensible  necessity,  to  thv 
severest  cemnire  we  can  inflict :  thensfem 
I  humbly  move,  That  tl^  House  be  calU 
ed  over  on  the  16th  of  this  month* 

Mr.  Henry  Pelham  said : 

Sir ;  I  do  not  rise  up  to  oppose,  but  to 
second  the  hon.  gentleman's  motion  ;  and, 
Sir,  as  he  has  b<^n  pleased  to  give  vm  )m 
thou^ts  upon  this  affiur  as  it  now  appears 
to  hnn,  I  nope  I  may  be  indulged  in  the 
same  liberty.  It  is  a  liberty.  Sir,  which  I 
should  not  have  asked,  were  I  not  appr»« 
hensive,  that  if  something  is  not  said  witJt 
regard  to  what  fell  from  the  hon.  gentle^* 
man,  it  might  too  much  anticipate  the 
judginent  which  gentlemen  may  form  upon 
the  present  affiur.  I  have.  Sir,  hearcl  of 
the  case  which  the  hon.  seatlemaa  faai 
hiirted  at,  and  I  d^  not  douDt  of  the  truth 
of  the  alLegadona  oontained  in  the  peti«* 
tion.  But,  Sir,  supposing  them  true,  how 
do  they  affisct  Uie  characters  of  those  cotti* 
cemed  in  the  ministiy  I  Must  the  kin^  of 
Spain,  or  his  British  Majestv^s  ministers^ 
be  answerable  for  the  conduct  of  thehr 
governors  in  America,  and  for  every  wrong 
construction  which  these  governors  mn 
make  of  the  orders  they  receive  from  their 
principals  ?  It  appears  upon  tlie  face  dK 
one  of  the  petitions,  that  our  ministry 
were  as  active  as  men  could  be  in  de* 
mending  satisfkction  for  the  petitioners.  If 
their  instances  had  not  the  desired  eftct, 
the  blame  cannot  be  laid  at  their  door^ 
for  upon  the  delaying  of  justice,  one  of 
these  two  ways  must  have  been  tak#a » 
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they  must  either  hare  acted  as  they  have 
done,  or  declared  hostilities  must  have 
commenced  betwixt  the  two  crowns.  Now, 
Sir,  I  believe,  the  gentlemen  who  talk  so 
much  of  entering  on  this  affiur  with  vigour, 
would  have  been  cautious,  had  they  been 
ministers,  of  engaging  in  a  war  upon  the 
transaction  of  a  single  governor  or  officer, 
contrafy  to  the  wiU  and  intention  of  his 
sovereign.  If  upon  the  representations 
that  were  made  by  his  Majesty's  ministers 
at  the  court  of  Spain,  the  Spanish  minis- 
ters had  answered  that  the  capture  was 
just,  and  they  were  resolved  to  seize  all 
other  British  ships  trading  in  the  same 
manner :  this,  Sir,  being  looked  upon  as 
the  sense  of  their  court,  might  have  af* 
forded  very  good  ^onds  for  a  rupture. 
But  it  appears,  Sir,  from  the  petition, 
that  the  thing  was  quite  otherwise,  and 
that  the' ministry  were  only  blameable  for 
not  attacking  the  <?ourt  of  Spain,  because 
his  officers  either  did"  not  understand,  or 
would  not  obey  his  orders.  I  agree  with 
the  hon.  gentleman,  as  to  the  necessity 
of  our  making  a  strict  enquiry  into  this 
affiur ;  and  I  tnink  the  motion  he  has  made 
is  highly  reasonable.  But,  Sir,  I  believe 
that  enquiry  will  produce  a  different  effect 
from  what  is  expected  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man. I  have  reason.  Sir,  to  be  confident, 
that  it  is  the  interest  of  the  ministry  we 
should  examine  the  alle^tions  contained 
in  these  petitions ;  for  I  am  persuaded, 
that  thereby  they  must  be  cleared  from 
ever^  imputation  of  acting  either  a  cow- 
ardly or  a  negligent  part;  and  let  the  Uame 
fall  where  it  will,  I  dare  say  it  cannot 
justly  fall  upon  them. 

Unon  this  the  motion  was  agaecd  to; 
bat  the  Call  of  the  House  was  put  off  when 
the  dayimpointed  camc^  because  it  was 
rightly  judged,  that  when  the  Call  was 
over,  many  members  would  drop  off; 
whereas,  if  it  was  delayed  from  day  to  day, 
it  would  detain  them  m  town. 

After  dispatching  some  private  Bills, 

Sir  John  Barnard  spoke  as  follows  :* 

Sir ;  As  the  Petitions  now  presented  to 
us  hf^ve  been  so  unanimously  referred  to 
a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  and 
$,  proper  day  appointed  for  taking  them 
into  consideration,  I  make  no  doubt  of  our 
entering  seriously  into  an  examination  of 
the  grievances  complkined  of;  but,  as 
those  grievances  are  of  a  foreign  nature,  as 

*  This  Debate  is  taken  from  the  London 
~  Blagazine. 


they  are  grievances  which  have  been  kmg 
complained  of,  and  as  they  are  gtievances, 
our  government,  we  know,  have  endca* 
vour^  to  get  redressed,  have  applied  to 
the  proper  court  for  that  purpose,  I  must 
^e  of  opinion,  that  we  cannot  exainme 
thoroughly  as  we  ought  to  do,  into  tbit 
afikir,  without  having  before  us  the  whole 
tliread  of  that  loo^  negociation  which  has 
been  carried  on  with  the  court  of  Spain, 
for  obtaining  redress  in  an  amicable  and 
peaceable  manner. 

The  abuses  complained  of  by  the  Peti* 
tions  now  before  us,  are,  I  must  say,  Sir, 
of  a  most  extraordinary  nature :  they  are 
such  as  the  most  pitiful  prince  in  the 
world  would  not  suffer  from  the  most  poir- 
erful,  without  taking  the  first  opportunitj 
for  shewing  his  resentment.  By  these 
Petitions  we  are  told,  that  the  Spaaiards 
have  not  only  seized  our  ships,  with  their 
effects,  in  a  most  arbitrary  manner,  but 
that  thqr  have  inhumanly  treated  our  sea- 
men. Nay,  we  are  told,  that  with  reqiect 
to  one  ship  in  particular,  though  the  court 
of  Spain  itself  nas  acknowled^;ed  her  being 
wrongfully  and  imuriously  se&zed,  yet  they 
have  hitherto  refused  or  delayed  making 
any  proper  reparation,  notwithstanding  its 
bemg  now  almost  ten  years  since  the  ship 
was  seized,  and  near  eight  years  since  the 
court  of  Spain  itself  acknowledged  the  in- 
justice  of  the  seizurck 

But  why  should  I  talk.  Sir,  of  what 
has  been  done  eight  or  ten  years  ago,  or  bat 
lateljr?  These  insults  and  wusesbsve  been 
continued,  I  may  say  without  interruption, 
ever  since  his  late  majesty's  accession  to 
the  crown,  which  is  near  twenty  four 
years  since.  This  is  not  the  first  tune  that 
our  merchants  have  been  obliged  to  sue  to 
this  House  for  redress  in  this  affiur.  Is 
the  year  1 728  we  may  remember  Uiat  im- 
plication was  made  to  this  House,  against 
the  many  unjust  seizures  and  depredations, 
that  had,  for  several  years  preceding! 
been  committed  by  the  Spaniard  in  Ame- 
rica upon  his  Majesty's  subjeots,  whilst 
they  were  carrying  on  their  faur  and  lawfiil 
trade  in  those  parts  ;  and  upon  that  ap- 
plication, this  House  came  then  to  a  reso- 
lution, ^  That  from  the  peace  of  Utrecht 
in  1713  to  thikttime,  the  British  trade  and 
navigation  to  and  from  the  several  British 
colonies  in  America,  had  been  greatly  in- 
terrupted by  the  contmualdepr^tioDS  of 
the  Spaniards,  who  had  seized  very  valu- 
able effects,  and  unjusliy  taken  and  made 
prize  of  ^  great  numbers  of  British  ships 
and  veBsdst  in  those  parts,  to  the  great 
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lo»  and  damage  of  the  subjects  of  this 
kingdom^  and  in  manifest  violation  of  the 
treaties  subsisting  between  the  two  crowns : 
Upon  which  resolution  an  address  was  pre- 
seated  to  his  Majesty,'*  beseeching  him 
to  use  his  endeavours  for  obtaining  sa- 
tisTaciion  and  security  fo^  our  mercnants. 
But  what  was  the  consequence  ?  llie 
Spaniards  not  only  refused  satis&ction)  but 
coocinued  their  depredations ;  and  there* 
fore  a  new  application  was  made  to  this 
HoQse,  and  a  new  address  presented  to 
his  Majesty  by  this  House»  m  the  year 
1730,  whidi  must  now  appear  to  have  had 
as  little  effect  as  the  former,  if  the  facts 
charged  in  the  petitions  nowbeforeus  shall, 
upon  examination,  be  found  true. 

After  having  thus  stated  the  case  in  its 
proper  and  true  light,  1  must  take  notice. 
Sir,  that  when  we  go  into  a  Committee 
upoD  tilts  affiur,  the  first  thing  we  enquire 
into,  is,  to  know  whether  the  facts,  as  re- 
presented in  the  petitions,  are  true  ;  for 
which  purpose  we  must  examine  the  peti- 
tioners, and  such  witnesses,  or  rather 
vouchers,  as  they  shall  please  to  bring  or 
lay  before  us.  Ttiis  we  must  certainly  do  ; 
but  when  we  have  done  this,  we  shall  have 
heard  only  one  aide  of  the  question  ;  for, 
nirelj  the  Spaniards  have  some  pretence 
for  what  they  have  done,  or  something  to 
Bay  in  their  own  vindication.  As  there  is 
no  war,  nor  has  been  for  several  years, 
between  the  two  nations,  they  would  not 
certainly  have  seized  any  one  ship  belong* 
iog  to  British  subjects,  without  some  pre- 
tence for  89  doing ;  and  from  the  wisdom, 
^e  penetration,  and  the  courage  of  our 
piesent  ministers,  I  must  conclude,  that 
those  pretences  were  such  as  carried  some 
shew  or  colour  of  reason ;  because  if  it 
^  been  otherwise,  I  am  convinced,  our 
Bunisters  would  have  advised  declaring 
var  against  them  long  before  this  time. 
These  pretences  therefore  we  must  examine 
jato,  before  we  can  come  to  any  proper  or 
just  resolutions  with  reject  to  this  afiair  ; 
^  these  pretences  we  cannot  examine 
into  without  havuig  before  us  all  the  let- 
^n,  iQjemorials,  and  other  papers,  that 
^ve  passed  between  the  two  courts  upon 
this  subject. 

If  the  &cta  set  forth  in  the  petitions  be 
found  to  be  true,  and  exactly  as  repre- 
sent^ ;  and  if  die  pretences  made  use  of 
bv  the  Spaniards  for  treating  our  mer- 
«unts  ana  seamen  in  such  a  thievish  and 
barharoQs  manner,  be  found  to  be  frivolous 
^  groundless  ;  the  next  thing  we  are  to 
inquire  into,  is,  how  it  cOmes  that  no  sa- 


tis&ction  has  yet  been  obtained,  and  what 
preset  we  now  have  of  obtaining  satisfac* 
tion  ?  For  in  such  cases  there  are  but 
three  ways  of  obtaining  satisfaction,  which 
are*  eitlier  by  n^ociation,  by  declaring 
war,  or  by  a  mi&le  way  between  these 
two,  I  mean  tliat  of  granting  *  letters  of 
marque  or  reprisal  to  such  of  our  subjects 
as  have  been  injured.  The  first  we  have 
certainly  tried ;  and  if  that  should  be  now 
in  such  forwardness  as  that  a  proper  satis- 
faction may,  in  all  probability,  be  soon 
expected,  I  should  be  against  Uiis  House's 
coming  to  any  resolution  at  present,  lest  it 
might  disturb  or  interrupt  the  course  of 
that  negociation ;  but  this  we  cannot  en- 
quire into,  without  having  before  us  Uiose 
letters,  memorials,  and  other  papers^  that 
have  lately,  or  indeed  those  that  have  last 
passed  between  tlie  two  courts  upon  this 
subject.  In  this  case,  I  say.  Sir,  I  should 
be  against  our  coming  to  any  present  re- 
solution ;  but  if  it  should  appear,  that  we 
have  now  no  hopes  of  obtaining  satisfac- 
tion or  security  in  a  peaceable  manner,  I 
must  think  it  would  be  very  proper  for  us 
to  inquire  into  what  prospect  we  ever  had 
of  obtaining  redress  by  way  of  negociation, 
for  considering  that  onr  negociations  for 
this  purpose  Imve  continu^,  or  at  least 
ought  to  have  continued,  for  above  these 
twenty  years,  I  cannot  but  be  of  opinion, 
that  we  have  been  bamboozled  with  fair 
promises  ;  and  in  that  case  I  do  not  know' 
out  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  inquire 
into  the  nature  of  those  promises,  in  order 
to  know  whether  they  were  such  as  a  pru- 
dent man  ought  to  have  depended  on ;  be- 
cause if  they  were  of  such  a  nature^  or  so 
often  broken,  a?  that  no  prudent  man 
would  have  depended  on  them,  I  am  sure 
it  ought  to  stir  up  the  resentment  of  this 
nation  against  some  other  persons,  as  well 
as  apainst  the  Spaniards.  This  likewise  is. 
a  piece  of  knowledge  which  we  cannot 
come  at,  without  having  before  us  all  those 
letters;  memorials,  and  other  papers,  that 
have  passed  between  the  two  courts,  re- 
lating to  the  depredations,  insults,  and 
cruelties  now  compkiined  of. 

I  think  I  have  now  shewn,  Sur,  that  we 
cannot  seriously  and  thoroughly  examine 
into  the  grievances  complained  of  in  the 
petitions  now  before  us,  or  come  to  any 
proper  resolutions  for  obtaining  redress, 
without  having  before  us  the  whole  thread 
of  the  negotiation  between  Spain  and  us, 
relating  to  the  depredation  s^committed  by 
the  subjects  of  Spain  upon  those  of  Great- 
Britain  ;  but  before  I  make  any  motion 


aas] 


llGBOSGftn. 


JhiioeBeiu^smihsCommm^ 


for  this  purpose*  I  must  htat  kore  to  db- 
8^ve>  tnat  this  very  affiur  aao  occasioBed 
many  oomplainU  among  our  people,  not 
only  ag^nst  the  Spaniards,  but  against  our 
present  admioistration.  Those  merchants 
and  seamen  who  have  been  pkindered  and 
abused,  and  have  been  at  so  much  trouble, 
and  so  great  an  ezpence  of  time  and  mo- 
ney, in  applying  for  redress  both  at  the 
coiurt  of  Gieat  Britain,  and,  by  encourage- 
ment and  recommendadon  mm  thence, 
at  the  court  of  Spain,  are  apt  to  thinly 
tihat  both  the  honour  and  interest  of  their 
eouBtry.lie  neglected  and  forgot.  Nav, 
this  opinion  poevaik  too  much,  not  only 
among  those  who  are  the  su&rers,  but 
also  among  their  friends  andacquaintaince, 
and  I  am  afraid,  among  all  those  who  have 
heard  or  tead  of  these  oAsn-repeated  de* 
predations.  This  opinion  not  only  rendets 
our  people  discontented  with  our  adminia- 
tration,  but,  wha|  is  of  much  worse  conse- 
quence, i^  may  render  our  people  disaf- 
lected  towards  his  Majesty  and  his  illus- 
trious fiunQy ;  and  it  must  be  confessed, 
that  gentlemen  who  are  no  w&y  acquainted 
^ith  the  secrets  of  our  public  transactiona 
for  several  years  past,  do  not  well  know 
what  to  say  to  those  who  thus  complain> 
or  how  to  make  an  excuse  for  tlie  many 
losses,  disappointments,  and  delays  our 
iperchants  have  met  with. 

This  inability  which  most  gentlemen  in 
tbe  kingdom  are  under,  must  be  a  real' 

gief  to  all  those  who  have  a  true  regard 
r  his  Majesty,  or  for  the  royal  family. 
This,  Sir,  of  itself  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  suf- 
ficient argument  fbr  gentlemen's  being 
desirous  to  examine  into  the  late  negoda* 
lions,  that  have  passed  between  Spain  and 
us.  I  hope  every  gentleman  will  from 
thence  see,  that  every  thing  has  been 
done  for  obtaining  satisGsbction  for  past  in- 
juries, and  security  against  future,  that 
could  be  done  b^  a  wise  king  and  a  disin- 
terested administration.  From  thence 
evety  gentleman  will  be  able  to  give  a  sa^ 
tis&^tory  answer  to  all  those  who  think 
Ihey  have  reason  to  complain ;  by  which 
means,  disafilection  will  be  prevented,  and 
those  discontents^  which  I  am  afraid  M 
heavily  at  present  upon  our  own  adminis- 
Iration,  will  tlicn,  I  hope,  be  all  converted 
into  a  just  resentment  against  the  shufBing, 
and  repeated  breaches  of  faith,  which  the 
Spaniards  have  been  guilty  of.  This,  I 
saj)r.  Sir,  will,  I  hope,  be  the  consequence 
of  having  these  papers  laid  before  us ;  but 
whatever  may  be  tlie  consequence  with 
ffl^pect  tt»  those  wlio  hav^  been  entrusted: 
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with  oar  adndaistMtioii,  I  aa  nit  evtrv 
gentleman  will  see^  and  ftom  Aence  «iu 
be  able  to  connDce  othen,  that  his  Ma*  | 
jesty  has  allakmg  actad  tbe  mostpnidba 
part,  according  to  the  iBfemalioD  he  hss 
had  from  tine  to  tiBM ;  which  wttt  ol 
comrae  remove  every  gnMmd  of  disaffiec- 
don;  and  this  is  what,!  am  sort,  die  ■&• 
jority  of  this  House  have  chi^,  if  aol 
solely,  at  heart;  for  the  minority  c^tUs 
House  win,  I  hopo>  always  have  a  mach 
greater  oonoem  lor  vindicating  die  faoaosr 
of  their  sovopign,  than  for  screening'  or 
concealing  the  iaulta  of  any  of  his  minis- 
ters, eitiier  abroad  or  at  home. 

In  fiill  confidence  of  this.  Sir,  I  presom 
the  motion  I  am  ta  make  wiU  be  unaBi- 
mously  agreed  to,  and  therefore  1  shafl 
add  no  move,  but  move  **  That  an  hianble 
Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  tfaiil 
he  would  be  gradonsly  jpleased  to  give 
directions  for  lajring  be&re  the  Hoiae 
Copies  or<  Extracts  of  tiie  several  Peti- 
tions, RepresentatioaB,  Memorials,  and  all 
otiier  Papers  rektin^  to  the  Spanish  De- 
predations upon  me  British  sobjecti; 
which  have  been  presented  to-hts  Majes* 
tjf  or  delivered  to  either  of  his  Majes^'k 
principal  secretaries  of  state  smce  Midsum- 
mer last;  together  with  Copies  or  Extracts 
of  such  Memorials  or  Representatioi»,  » 
had  been  made  either  to  the  king  of  Spam 
or  his  ministers ;  and  the  Answers  return- 
ed by  them  to  the  same ;  and  togetlier 
with  Copies  or  Extracto  of  the  Letteri 
written  to  his  Majesty's  minister  at  ^fo- 
drid,  with  the  Answers  received  from  him 
relating  to  the  said  Depredations.'* 

This  motion  being  seconded  by  Mr.  Al« 
derman  Perry, 

Sir  Robert  Walpcie  rose  and  said : 

Sir;  I  do  not  stand  up  to  oppose  dte 
hon.  gentleman's  motion,  because  there 
are  many  papers  have  passed  between  the 
courts  of  Great-Britain  and  Spain,  relate 
ing  to  the  subject  of  complaint  now  before 
you,  whidi  it  may  be  proper  for  the  cooh 
mittee  to  see ;  but  there  are  certainly  some 
which  you  ought  not  as  yet  to  cil  for; 
and  therefore  I  must  think  die  isoUoo 
rather  too  general  and  extensive;  fof 
though  we  have  a  full  and  unlimited  pov^ 
of  addressing  for  whatever  we  nay  thmi 
proper,  yet  we  ought  nerver  to  desire  «»f 
thing  but  what  the  crown  may*  prow7 
be  aSle  to  comply  with»  withootdoiag  «" 
injury , to  the  puWfO  sil&irs  of Uls  >«^* 

I  am  sure  it  cannot  besupposei^wn 
that  I  have  any  objM^tioD,  OB  a^^  •^  F^ 
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ticukr  aeeoiMii  aguMC  ^Mmg  fcr  aij 
ktten^  oemomlsy  or  oAer  papen,  that 
lisve  bees  coiicriTed  aad  dntim  up  by  Hie 
couit  ofSpami  I  am  no  minifiter  at  tftat 
coHt,Bor^Hiilbeaaid  than  I  have  die 
kait  iniiieiioe  oa  aoy  of  their  couacils ; 
and  tlHiefora  I  caaaot  bo  made  toanairer 
for  mf  Mp  th&f  faa^e  been  nleased  te 
tike,  nfailing  lo  the  thing  noW  before  ua. 
Mi  bad  had  Ae  least  mteanee  or  any  of 
tbeir  coaflcilis^  I  ann  m«e  I  wo«ld  haread- 
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vised  theniy  even  for  their  own  sakes,  to 
hivatbMrveda^iy  diiferentsort  of  con- 
dactvitbvemet  to  thia  natioa.  In  my 
opinioBy  If  toe  SpaniardB  w«re  ffovemed 
by  prudent  counew,  if  their  pnhne  aAire 
were  under  the  aMnagemeat  of  thoae  who 
bad  nothiagelBe  ki  riev  but  the  true  inte- 
rest of  that  kiBgdoni,  they  would  find  it  as 
much  their  interest  to  avoid  picking  quar- 
rckwith  us^  as  it  is  our  interest  to  avoid 
pickinganyqaarralwiththani.  Theywouid 
me  loag  sineoflHindv  andtiiey  may  pro- 
bably at  lantiikl^  to  thoir  cost,  that  their 
own  wsaefb  will  always  hdd  true,  *  Peace 
vitb  Ea^and,  and  war  with  ail  the  worM 
beadsB.'  This  bilai  bug  i^  become  a  sort 
of  proverb  in  ll>0  &Mmiah  hmguage,  and 
viu  alwa^  be  fonna  to  be-a  just  and  a  pru- 
dntaiaxim;  fi>p  it  ia the  mterest  of  both 
Bstkmstobe  well  with  one  another;  but 
ucioBs  hove  often  the  mislbrtune  to  be 
poveraad  by  thoae,  who  ha^e  nothing  less 
in  view  than  Ae  interest  (^  that  country 


For  this  reaaon.  Sir,  ^^very  gentleman 
BUitailoWy  that  awarwi^  Spain  ought 
tobe  avoided  if  possible;  and  as  his  Ma- 
j^j  has  not  aa  yet  toid  us,  that  he  has 
givea  over  all  hopes  of  obtaiatng  redress 
bjaegotiatkm,  we  ought  to  take  no  step, 
iK»r  cd  far  any  pf^r,  that  may  render  in- 
^fcctaal,  orpernaps  put  an  intire  stop  to 
aUiature  negociation.  We  cannot  sup- 
poM  that  any  step  taken  by  tiiis  House, 
^^y  paper  laid  be^Meua,  can  be  kept  a 
Mcret,  because  ^re  are  generally  great 
^onbers  of  persons  present,  besid^  Uiose 
^  Iwfe  a  right  to  be  here.  This,  I 
^}  can  never  be  supposed;  and  tfaere^ 
fore  H  has  always  been  observed  as  a  rule 
io  our  proeeedings,'^never  to  cidl  for  any 
paper  reklmg  to  an  affiar  dien  in  mtap- 
^  TbeliMt memorial  or  answer  mm 
^tm  18  a  paper  of  this  nature :  it  arrived 
o«t  <m  Saturday  h»t;  imd,  I  befieve,  I 
y»f  venture  to  aequaint  the  House,  tiiat 
^r^kt  ftom  bemg  satisfbctory;  but  if 
^^  (rivate^  and  no  violent  measures 
^'^  m^ihe^  mean  tnae^  it  maf  be  ex- 


pWnod  aa  aatonnder  It  sadsfiMTior}?,  b; 
irhich  moans  an  ofm  rupture  wiR  be  pre^ 
vented:  whereas,  if  it  should  be  hid  be^ 
finro  this  House,  it  may  infame  the  natfon, 
cr  even  thia  Hoose,  so  mncb,  as  to  hurry 
us  into  some  violent  measurea;  and  even 
suppose  we  shooM  be  aUe  to  govern  our 
resentment,  yet  tfie  rendering  it  public^ 
which  would  certainly  be*  the  conse^quence 
of  hiynf  it  before  us,  might  make  the 
Oaiirt  aa  Spain  tiiink  their  honour  con» 
cemed  in  adhering  peremptorOy  to  the 
lerma  of  ^  this  answer,  without  giving  audi 
explanations  aa  they  mi^ht  otherwise  in 
prudence  be  induced  to  give. 

I  shaH  most  readily  agree.  Sir,  ttatt  our 
merchants  and  seamen  have  been  often 
treated  most  unjustly  and  most  inhumanly^ 
by  the  Spanish  Guiurda  Costaa,  and  iSmt 
both  the  nonour  and  interest  of  tile  natioa 
are  deeply  concerned  in  obtaining  reparah 
tion  for  past  injuries,  and  a  proper  security 
i^ainst  being  ^qioeed  to  any  such  in  thue 
Ur  come;  but  we  certainiy  ought  not  to  • 
have  recourse  to  arms  as  H>ng  as  there  m  \ 
any  prospect  of  obtaining  redress  m  •  I 
peaceable  manner.  It  is  widiout  doubt  a  j 
verr  popular  way  of  aiguing  to  talk  h^ly 
of  oie  ItoDOur,  the  courage,  and  Bit  su^ 
perior  power  of  tiiis  nation ;  and,  I  be^ 
heve,  1  have  as  good  an  opinion  of  the^ 
honour,  courage,  and  power  of  the  Aftk 
tion,  aa  any  man  can,  or  ought  to  have ; 
but  other  nationa  must  be  suppoaed  to 
hare  himour  as  well  as  we,  and  al!  nationa 
generally  have  a  great  opinion  of  their 
courage  and  power.  If  we  should  come 
to  an  open  rupture  with  Spain,  we  m^ht 
in  all  probability  have  the  advantage  ;  but 
victory  and  success  do  not  always  attend 
upon  that  side  which  seems  to  be  the  most 
powerful';  lllerefore  an  open  rupture,  or 
dedm^ed  war,  between  two  notent  natiomr, 
must  always  be  allovred  to  oe  an  affair  (k 
the  utmost  importance  to  both;  and  as 
this  may  be  the  consequence  of  our  pre- 
sent deliberations^  we  ought  to  proceed 
with  great  coolness,  and  with  the  utmost 
caution. 

Pjrudence  and  pusillanimity,  Sir,  are 
two  words  which  are  easily  understood  in 
private  life  ;  but  in  public  life,  i^nd  in  na^- 
tiomd  aflairs,  it  is  not  so  eas^  to  form 
proper  ideas  for  these  two  wor^  and  to 
determine  ^e  exact  boundanes  between 
t^em.  If  a  private  man  should  think  his 
honour  injured,  he  may,  he  ought  to  re- 
sent it  immediately;  because,-  as  he  has 
nothing  but  his  own  life  to  lose,  his  own 
opmioK  ia  a  good  and  ar  suffiaumt  reason 
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for  putting  ft  to  the  venture  :  but  in  na- 
tional quarrels  the  lives  of  many  thousands 
are  concerned ;  and  those  who  areto  deli- 
berate  and  determine  in  what  manner^  or 
how  so<m,  an  injury  ought  to  be  resented, 
are  generally  those  whose  lives,  in  case  of 
m  rupture,  wiU  be  the  last  of  being  brought 
into  danger.  For  this  reason,  they  ought 
BOt  to  depend  so  much  on  their  own  opi- 
nion ;  nor  ought  they  to  insist  t^n  such 
punctilios  as  may  be  msisted  on  in  private 
ufe.  They  ought  to  consider  the  circum- 
atances  of  both  nations,  and  they  ought 
to  weigh  thoroughly  the  probable  conse- 
quences ;  for  it  may  sometimes  be  the  in- 
terest of  a  nation  to  pocket  an  affit>nt,  or 
at  least  to  defer  their  resentment,  till  they 
find  a  more  proper  opportunity  for  taking 
vengeance.  This  is  what  we  cannot  be 
competent  judges  of,  even  though  we  had 
all  the  pwers  now  moved  for  before  us ; 
because  from  them  we  could  not  guess 
how  we  stand  with  respect  to  the  other 
powers  of  Europe.  We  could  not  from 
thence  know,  but  that  our  coming  to  an 
immediate  rupture  with  Spain  might  unite 
several  powers  against  us;  and,  in  that 
case,  surely,  it  w^d  be  madness  in  us  to 
call  for  any  paper,  or  to  make  any  step, 
which  might  nasten  that  rupture. 

From  Uiis  consideration  it  must  appear, 
Sur,  that  even  with  respect  to  a  nation, 
whose  friendship  we  have  no  reason  to  be 
fond  of,  it  ma^  not  at  all  times  be  proper 
to  shew  an  unmediate  resentment;  but 
with  respect  to  a  nation  whose  friendship 
we  have  reason  to  be  fond  ofj  and  not 
only  a  nation  we  ou^ht  to  endeavour  to  be 
wefl  with,  but  likewise  a  nation  whose  real 
interest  it  is  to  cultivate  a  friendship  with 
us,  we  certainly  ought  not  to  "be  quick  in 
shewing  our  resentment,  upon  every  mis- 
understanding that  may  happen  between 
us.  If  such  a  nation  shoiua  be  hurried 
into  wrong  measures  with  respect  to  us, 
either  by  the  particular  circumstances 
they  happen  to  be  in,  or  perhaps,  by  weak 
or  treacherous  councils,  there  may  be 
many  reasons  for  our  delaying  to  shew^  a 
proper  resentment;  because  the  circum- 
stances they  are  in  may  alter,  or  they  may 
come  to  be  governed  by  more  prudent  or 
more  upright  councils,  in  which  case  they 
will  court  are  conciliation,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose will  be  glad  to  make  us  all  the  repa- 
ration they  have  in  their  power.  This  will 
certainly  be  the  case  with  Spain,  as  soon 
as  they  begin  to  consider  seriously,  and  to 
pursue  solely  that  which  is  the  true  interest 
of  the  Spaioish  nation  in  general    The 


present  hiisundentlHidings  between  m 
would  then  be  easily  and  q»eediljr  x^ 
moved  ;  whereas  if  we  should  hurry  oor- 
sehres  into  a  war  with  that  nation,  the 
violences,  n^ines,  and  massacres,  which 
would  be  coBamitted  on  both  sides,  might 
esti^blish  a  sort  of  national  enmitj  and 
hatred  between  the  pe<^le  of  the  twpking- 
doms,  which  both  courts,  if  they  were 
never  so  well  inclined  to  each  other,  migfat  i 
find  difficult  to  remove  fi>r  many  yean 
after. 

For  this  reason.  Sir,  we  ought  to  avoid 
as  much  as  possible  coming  to  an  opea 
rupture  with  that  nation  m  particular; 
and,  therefore,  I  do  not  know  any  grot 
necessity  there  is  fi>r  our  calling  for  any 
papers ;  for  I  do  not  think  we  can  come  to 
any  resolution  upon  the  present  occasioo, 
except  that  of  addressing  his  Majesty  to 
take  those  measures  whidi  he  may,  iahis 
great  wisdom,  think  moat  prudent  and  ne- 
cessary, for  obtaining  redress  to  his  injured 
subjects.  I  hope  no  gentleman  will  think, 
that  this  House  ought  to  declare  war 
against  ^pain,  or  that  we  ought  to  advise 
his  Majesty  to  declare  war,  till  he  apito 
to  us  for  our  advice  upon  that  head.  Such 
a  proceeding  would  not  only  be  an  en- 
croachment upon  one  of  the  most  cettais 
prerogatives  of  the  crown,  but  it  would 
likewise  be  a  sign  of  great  raahnev  and 
imprudence ;  fi>r  no  man  can  prudently 
give  his  advice  for  declaring  war,  without 
knowing  the  whole  system  Si  the  i^rs  of 
Europe  as  they  stand  at  present,  and  how 
the  several  Potentatesof  Europe  now  stand 
aftcted  towards  one  another.  It  is  not 
the  power  of  Spain,  and  the  power  of  this 
nation  only,  that  we  ought  in  such  a  case 
to  consider  and  compare :  we  ou^ht  lik^ 
wise  to  know  what  auies  our  enemies  may 
have,  and  what  assistance  we  may  expect 
from  our  friends ;  neither  of  which  we 
can  know  from  the  papers  now  moved  to 
be  called  for,  if  they  were  all  laid  before 
us ;  therefore  we  must  leave  it  entirely  to 
his  Majesty,  to  take  the  most  pruaent 
measures  for  obtaining  redress ;  and,  when 
his  Majesty  finds  that  no  peaceable  mea- 
sures will  prevail,  he  will  without  doubt 
apply  to  this  House  for  advice  as  well  as 
assistance;  and,  will  then  certainly  give 
the  House  all  the  information  that  maybe 
necessary  for  giving  us  a  full  view  of  oor 
circumstances  both  abroad  and  at  borne. 

From  what  I  have  said.  Sir,  I  hqpe  gen- 
tlemen will  be  of  opmion,  that  we  can 
come  to  no  resolution  upon  the  present 
occasion,  but  that  ^  adaveasiqg  bis  Mar 
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jcfity  ia  moch  the  same  terms  this  House 
has  heretofore  done  upon  a  like  occasion ; 
and  thisy  I  am  convmced,  every  seatle- 
man  will  think  we  may  do,  without  having 
beforo  os  an^  of  the  answers  firom  the 
Court  of  Spain,  especially  that  which  ar- 
rived only  on  Saturday  last.  There  is, 
therefore,  not  the  least  occasion  for  our 
calling  far  that  paper;  if  we  do,  we  may 
hare  reason,  to  repent  it ;  but,  I  am  sure 
we  can  never  have  occasion  to  repent  our 
not  calling  for  it ;  because,  we  may  here- 
after have  that,  and  every  other  paper  re- 
lating to  the  affiiir  now  in  hand,  laid  before 
us;  and,  if  any  of  his  Majesty's  ministers, 
either  flJ[>road  or  at  home,  have  been  to 
blame,  or  have  injured  the  nation  by  their 
ignorance  or  neglect,  or  by  any  criminal 
step,  in  the  course  of  these  negociations, 
it  wiU  then  appear;  and  the  person  guilty 
may  be  punished  according  as  the  House 
shall  then  see  just;  for  no  one  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  either  does,  or  can  ex- 
pect to  have  his  fiuling  skreened  or  con- 
cealed by  a  British  House  of  Commons ; 
I  hope  no  one  of  them  has  any  occasion 
for  such  skreening  or  concealment. 

As  for  the  discontents  that  may  be  in 
the  nation,  on  account  of  the  depredations 
comroittedby  the  Spaniards,  I  cannot  think 
that  any  of  them  are  directed  against  the 
administration;   I  am  sure  they  cannot 
with  any  justice  be  so  directed ;  and  there- 
fore, I  am  convinced,  that  none  of  them 
are  so  directed  by  any  person  who  is  not 
disaffected  to  biff  Majesty,  as  well  as  dis- 
contented with  the  administration.    But  I 
hope  most  of  them  are  levied  where  they 
ought  only  to  be  levelled ;  I  mean  against 
the  Spaniards,  who  have  been  guilty  of^  or 
have  connived  at,  those  depredations;  for 
even  from  the  papers  we  have  already  seen, 
1  mun  be  of  opmion,  that  our  ministers, 
both  abroad  and  at  home,  have  been  at  as 
much  pams  as  it  was  passible  for  them  to 
be  at,  and  have  used  all  proper  means  for 
convincing  the  court  of  Spam  of  their  er- 
ror, and  for  prevailing  witn  them  to  make 
full  reparation.    This,  I  say,  I  am  con- 
vinced of  from  the  papers  now  upon  our 
table,  which  in  my  opinion  may  furnish 
any  willing  mind  with  matter  sufficient, 
not  only  for  vindicating  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernment from  any  aspersion  that  limy  be 
cast  upon  it  by  the  oisaiFected,  but  also 
for  vindicating  the  measures  pursued  b^ 
the  administration.    With  respect  to  his 
Majesty's  government,  though  jthere  are 
lome  without  doors  who,  for  the  sake  of 
^reading  disaffection,  are^  ready  to  imr 


pute  the  most  .casual  misfortunea^  to  some 
fault  or  neglect  in  his  government.;  y^  I 
am  sure  there  is  no  genUemen  withm  aoors, 
who  wfll  not  be  rewly  to  vindicate  it  upon 
ever^  occasion ;  but  with  respect  to  the 
admmistration,  I  cannot  say  so  much :  I 
am  afraid  there  are  some  within  doors  aa 
well  as  without,  who  are  not  very  willing 
to  vindicate  it  upon  any  occasion,  and  who 
upon  most  occasions  are  even  unwilling 
to  adnut  of  those  excuses,  which  the  ad^ 
ministration  may  justly  lay  claim  to. 

As  I  do  not  oppose  calling  for  any  pa- 
pers, in  which  our  administration  can  be 
supposed  to  have  a  concern,  I  hope,  what 
I  have  said,  Sir,  will  have  the  more  weight. 
If,  I  opposed  calling  for  any  papers  that 
have  been  penned  or  advised  by  any  of 
our  ministers,  it  might  perhaps  be  sua* 
pected  that  my  opposition  proceeded  from 
some  selfish  end,  m  order  to  prev^t  an  en- . 
quiry  into  my  own  conduct,  or  into  the 
conauct  of  some  of  my  friends;  but. 
as  I  oppose  calling  for  some  of  those  pa^ 
pers  only  which  have  been  penned  anidad* 
vised  by  the  ministers  of  Spain,  I  cannot 
think  my  opposition  will  be  liable  to  «any 
such  suspicion ;  I  hope  it  will  be  thought^ 
I  liave  notliing  but  the  good  of  my  coun* 
try  in  view.  I  really  think,  and  1  protest 
I  speak  it  sincerely,  I  say,  I  really  Uiink  it 
iD consistent  with  Uie  interest  of  the'nation^ 
to  call  for  any  paper  so  lately  arrived,  aa 
the  last  dispatcn  which  came  from  the 
court  of  Spain  to  this  court.  It  may  be 
attended  with  terrible  consequences,  not 
only  in  the  case  now  before  us,  but  in  many 
future  cases,  because  it  will  be  a  danger- 
ous precedent  for  all  time  to  come.  Who 
knows.  Sir,  should  we  make  a  precedent  ot 
this,  but  that  a  future  House  of  Commons 
may  assume  to  themselves  a  power  of  call- 
ing for  papers  during  the  dcpendance  of  a 
negociation ;  and  if  this  should  ever  come 
to  be  our  case,  I  am  sure  no  foreign  prince 
or  state  will  ever  enter  into  any  secret  ne- 
gociation  or  treaty  with  our  government, 
the  consequences  of  which  I  shall  leave  to 
every  gentleman  to  form  to  himself  a  no- 
tion  of;  for  they  are  beyond  what  I  can 
pretend  to  express. 

I  am  far  from  thinking.  Sir,  that  a  nega* 
tiye  ought  to  be  put  upon  the  motion  the 
hon.  gentleipan  has  been  pleased  to  make ; 
but  from  what  I  have,  said,  I  hope  even  he 
himself  will  be  convinced,  that  nis  mtotion 
ought  to  be  confined,  and  that  theiefore 
he  will  agree  to  the  amendment  I  am  to 
propose ;  for  in.tbe.afiir  now.before  us,  it 
win  be  a  great  advantage  to  tiie  nadoo,  and 
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liMinrftnl)  f  wUi,  diatipe  majr  yrdceed  in 
mvm  v^  «iM  dbe  gteatest  coDcoid  sod 
maMmmkf.  Tb»  Aneadraent  I  prapose 
i«,  ThHt  tkOTe  words  winch  relate  to  die 
aatwsrs  fion  Spam  may  be  ail  left  oul ; 
andia  tiat  case  the  latter  part  of  the  mo- 
tioawtf  runthas^  ^  Together  with  copies 
vr  OKtracti  of  Mch  memorials  or  repreaeo- 
MtioM,  at  had  beea  made,  either  to  the 
Ung  ef  Spaio,  or  humuisteis ;  and  of  dke 
letten  wiiCteD  to  hia  Mmesty's  muam^Kt 
at  Madrid  lehttmg  to  the  aaid  depie- 

dltiOM.'* 

Mr.  PuUmey  spclce  next: 

Sr  t  The  motionmade  by  my  hon.  friend 
over  the  way^  u  not  on^  so  jost  in  itielf, 
hut  BO  mnch  caJcutoted  mr  vindicating  the 
oandaet  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who  spohe 
lavtv  diat  I  wonder  to  hear  him  oppoee 
ealltngiir  any  papers,  or  any  onepaper  chat 
can  he  supposed  to  have  die  least  relation 
to  the  sul^ect  of  complaint  now  under  our 
couMderation.  If  I  were  to  advise  him, 
and  I  speak  it  with  the  utmost  sincerity,  I 
would  advise  iuTn,  for  his  own  sake,  as  weU 
as  for  the  sake  of  the  nation,  to  advise 
Is^g  the  a£dr  fhiiy  before  die  parlia- 
ment, in  order  to  have  the  advice  of  pkr- 
liassent  upon  such  an  important  occasion. 
W«  haKre  in  this  kingdom  several  councils ; 
we  have  a  privy  council ;  a  cabinet  coun- 
cil;' and,  tor  what  I  know,  a  more  secret 
and  less  nmnerons  council  sdll,  hv  which 
tile  other  two  are  directed:  but  tke  par«> 
liament  is  his  Majesty's  great  and  cliief 
council :  it  is  the  council  which  all  minis* 
ters  ought,  both  for  their  own  sakes  and 
fiMtr  masters,  to  advise  his  Majesty  to  oon- 
aah  with,  upon  every  sffiur  of  ercat  wdgfat 
and  importttice ;  for,  from  au  our  histo* 
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\  we  shall  find,  th«t  those  kings  have 
i)een  die  moat  happy  and  glorious,  who 
bmPB  often  consulted  with  their  parlia- 
aaehls ;  and  that  those  minisfeers  have  al- 
ways gone  through  their  administration 
#fdi  the  greatest  ease  and  applause,  and 
have  divested  diemselves  of  their  power 
with  die  greatest  safety  to  themselves, 
which  seUbm  happens  to  any  but  those 
who  have  advised  their  masters  to  depend 
duefly  upon  the  sidvioe  of  their  pailia- 
meirts. 

In  om*  privy  councfl,  Sir,  in  our  cabmet 
ttounoil,  sutid  in  any  more  se6ret  council,  if 
dwm  be  any  sudi,  the  hon.  gendeamn 
aaaybesupposed  to  haveaswi^;  nay,  it 
may  be  even  suspeeied  that  he  hiis,  under 
his  Mi^estv,  the  duef  ^ynscden^each; 
and  diersibra  h^  may,  sotne  t|me  htvo- 
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after,  be  made  se  amAverfor  dieir  deter- 
minations;  hut  it  cannot  be  sumectod 
that  he  has  the  direction  of  eidier  Horn 
of  Parliament,  nor  are  we  to  presume  tint 
he  has  any  odier  sway  in  this  H<xue,  b«t 
that  which  proceeds  either  from  die  soli- 
dity and  strength  of  his  ai^vmeiits,  orfron 
his  snperior  ait  of  persuasion:  Forvhu^ 
reason  he  can  never  be  mode  to  soiver 
for  any  resototion  of  parliament,  or  for  my 
linng  that  is  done  pumiant  to  the  sdrice 
of  narliament.  In  aii  cases  therefore  be 
ensnt  to  be  fond  of  having  the  advice,  or 
at  least  tfaeapprobatioB,  of  an  mdependeiit 
and  free  parliament ;  bat  more  particQ- 
iarly  in  a  case  such  as  the  piesent,  what 
the  most  prudent  ceuncila  aoay  ast  be  al- 
ways attended  with  the  wished-for  nicoea. 
In  such  cases,  I  say,  mora  paiticulBrIj,he 
ought  in  common  prudenoe  to  chase  tod 
desire,  that  his  conduct  shoidd  proceed 
from  die  advice  and  the  resolotioDi  of 
parliament;  beoaose,  whatever  my  be 
the  event,  he  cannot  be  made  to  smircr 
for  our  conduct,  nor  can  he  be  Usmed 
even  by  those  who  judge  of  things  only  by 
the  event,  which  is  the  case  of  the  grestot 
part  of  mankind,  in  tiiia  as  well  ss  eveiy 
other  country. 

I  am  very  sensible.  Sir,  die  hoa.  gentlo 
man  is  no  nnnister  in  Spain;  I  believe  he 
has  but  very  little,  if  an^^  dhect  iniuence 
upon  dnt  court;  and  I  am  sorry  it  u  so» 
because  if  he  had  any  power  over  their 
councils,  i  find  he  womd  have  adviod 
them  to  have  acted  in  a  very  different 
manner  towards  us,  and  in  a  mannermore 
consonant  to  thefir  own  honour  and  interest 
SB  weli  as  ours:  but  yet  1  would  not  hire 
him  to  depend  so  much  upon  his  never 
bei^g  hro^ht  to  answer  for  sny  ^ 
those  memorials  or  answers,  that  have  been 
dmwn  up,  or  any  of  the  measures  that  h»t 
heenpursuedby  thecourtof  Spain,becsusc 
both  might,  and,  I  believe,  dkl  very  mocii 
depend  upon  the  memorials  or  representa- 
tions we  sent  them,  and  die  measures  we 
pursaed ;  and  if  by  any^iiiuit  or  mistake  in 
our  conduct,  diey  have  been  induced  to 
send  us  wrung  or  evasive  ansiren,  or  to 
pursue  measures  diat  were  coatnuy  totbe 
mmour  or  the  interest  of  this  nation,  those 
who  were  the  authors  and  advisers  of  our 
conduct  towards  them,  may  jusdybemade 

to  answer  for  their  conduct  toirarasus;  ^- 
pecially  as  no  pert  of  oar  post  conduct  (XU 
be  said  to  have  proceeded  from  the  advice, 
or  from  the  resolutions  of  psHismenC 
When  I  Bay  diis.  Sir,  I  would  not  hsre  it 
diought,  diat  I  hktend  to  blame  soy  (^ 
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of  our  bte  conduct  towards  Spain,  or  to 
char^  any  gentiemaB  with  having  been 
the  uudiOT  and  adviser  of  tliat  conduct. 
This  is  what  neitlier  1  nor  any  eentleman 
can  do,  till  he  has  fully  and  thoroughly 
enquired  into  the  affiiir  now  before  us,  and 
particularly  the  papers  now  called  for. 

The  ioterests  of  trade  and  our  situation, 
Sir, makes  a  friendship  betwixt  this  nation 
and  the  crown  of  Spain,  to  be  wished  for 
bv  every  honest  Englishman,  and  by  every 
true  Spaniard ;  but.  Sir,  if  we  have  neg- 
lected to  cultivate  a  friendship  with  that 
nation,  or  if  it  should  be  found,  that  we 
have  even  wilfully  or  causelessly  disobliged 
them,  for  tlie  sake  of  cultivating  a  friend- 
ship with  other  nations,  whose  friendsfiip 
can  never  be  of  any  great  service,  but  has 
been  stiU  found  ruinous  to  this  nation,  or. 
for  the  sake  of  encouraging  or  protecting 
a  particular  set  of  men  amongst  ourselves, 
1  believe  it  will  be  generally  agreed,  that 
the  autliors  and  advisers  of  such  a  con- 
duct, oueht  to  be  enquired  after  by,  and 
aught  to  M  under  the  censure  of,  a  British 
parliament :  I  believe  every  man  will  like- 
vise  agree,  that  we  cannot  in  justice  ex- 
pect reparation  till  we  are  ready  to  give  it ; 
and  that,  if  we  were  the  first  to  ofiend,  we 
ought  to  be  the  first  to  offer  an  atonement. 
1  am  far  from  thinking  that  this  is  Uie  case, 
but  I  am  sure  it  will  be  allowed,  that  it 
may;  and  surely,  tliis  House  can  come  to 
DO  resolution,  with  respect  to  the  affair 
before  us,  till  we  know  whether  this  be 
the  case  or  not.  Now,  I  would  be  glad  to 
know,  how  it  is  possible  for  us  to  deter- 
mine, whether  this  be  the  case  or  not, 
till  we  have  seen  all  the  memorials,  an- 
sirers,  and  other  papers,  d  awn  up  by  the 
court  of  Spain  upon  this  head ;  for  from 
^^t  and  these  onlyj  we  can  acquire  a 
suificient  knowledge  of  the  demands  they 
^e  upon  us,  or  the  complaints  they  make 


It  is  true.  Sir,  we  cannot  presume  that 
sny  i^per  laid  before  this  House  can  be 
loQg  kept  a  secret,  nor  can  we  tell  whether 
the  last  answer  from  Spain  be  a  paper 
which  ought  to  be  kept  secret.  The  hon. 
gentleman  has  been  pleased  to  tell  us,  it  is 
&r  from  being  satisfactory ;  but  if  I  have 
been  rightly^  informed,  it  is  something 
Qiore  than  dissatisfactory;  I  have  been 
told  it  may  even  in  some  measure  be 
called  menacine  and  insulting.  I  shall  be 
gl^  to  find  I  have  been  misinformed.     1 


jc  It  is,  as  the  hon.  gentleman  says, 

>uch  a  one  as  may  admit  of  an  explana- 

But  I  am  sure,  if  a  negociatroo  of 


lion. 


twenty  years  has  not  been  able  topn>cur» 
a  satisfactory  answer,  or  proper  explana- 
tions, it  is  high  time  for  us  to  take  other 
measures;  and,  no  measure  can  be  mor« 
effectual  than  an  explicit  and  strong  reso- 
lution of  a  British  parliament.  Such  a  re- 
•solution  has  always  hitlierto  had  a  gretft 
effect  upon  the  councils  of'  most  states  ii> 
the  world,  especially  such  as  have  any  ter-^ 
ritories  bordering  upon  our  dominion  in 
the  ocean :  I  hope  it  w^ill  still  have  the 
same  effect ;  for  whatever  little  division* 
may  be  amongst  us,  with  respect  to  our 
own  domestic  afiairs,!  am  convinced  those 
divisions  will  never  prevent  our  shewing  » 
firm  resolution  of  being  unanimous  against 
any  foreign  power,  that  shall  dare  to  en* 
croach  upon  or  insult  us.  Upon  such  ec* 
casions,  I  hope,  we  will  always  shew  our- 
selvea  as  reaay  to  support  the  honour  of 
our  King,  as  he  is  to  support  the  interest 
and  just  rights  of  his  people. 

It  may.  Sir,  iiave  been  generally  ob- 
served as  a  rule  in  parliament,  not  to  en- 
Suire  into  any  foreign  afiair  while  it  is  mon 
le  anvil ;  but,  even  this  rule  is  not  with- 
out exception,  eroedally  if  any  affair 
should  be  continued  too  long  upon  the  an- 
vil ;  for  its  being  so,  may  be  a  good  reason 
for  a  parliamentary  enquiry.  But,  ader 
either  House  of  Parliament  has  resohred 
to  enquire  into  any  affair,  foreign  or  do-^ 
mestic,  was  it  ever  pretended,  that,  tliey 
ought  not  to  call  for  every  paper  necessary 
for  giving  them  a  Ml  uglit  into  that  af- 
fair ?  does  not  every  one  know,  that  it  has 
always  been,  and  always  must  be,  the  cus- 
tom of  this  House,  when  any  affau:  is,  ac- 
cording to  order,  to  come  before  us,  to  call 
for  all  papers  which  we  can  suppose  ta 
have  any  relation  to  that  afi&ir  ?  m  such 
cases,  if  among  che  papers  called  for,  there 
be  any  which  ought  not,  for  the  sake  of 
public  good,  to  be  exposed  to  public  view» 
It  is  the  business  of  the  crqwn  to  tell  us  so ; 
but,  this  is  an  answer  we  ought  not  to  tako 
from  any  of  our  own  members,  let  him 
know  ever  so  much  of  the  secret  of  affiurs* 
That,  Sir,  is  a  knowledge  I  d&  not  env^ 
him  for ;  but  X  speak  as  a  member  of  thia 
House,  and  therefore  say  that  no  gentle- 
man <^n  take  upon  him  to  dictate  what 
papers  are  proper,  and  what  are  unproper  . 
for  our  inspection.  The  answer  last  ar- 
rived from  Spain  is  certainly  a  paper  wliich 
relates  to  the  affair  we  have  resolved  to  en- 
quire into ;  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  tmost 
principal  paper,  and  a  paper  witliout  which 
we  cannot  come  to  any  proper  resolutions  ^ 
therefore  we  certainly  ought  to  call  for  it; 
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and,  if  it  be  of  such  a  natuTO  at  that  H 
OQght  iKit  jet  to  be  made  public,  his  Ma* 
jesty,  in  his  answer,  will  certainly  tell  us 
so.  When  his  Majesty  has  iM  us  so,  we 
may  then  consider,  whether  it  raa;^  not  be 
proper  for  us  to  put  off  an  enouiry  into 
this  affittr,  tifl  we  can  have  a  sig^t  of  Uiat 
paper ;  but,  till  we  have  such  an  answer 
from  the  erown,  and  from  the  crown  only 
St  is^that  this  House  can  take  such  an  an- 
swer, there  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be  any 
eelour  of  reason  for  our  not  calling  for  a 
sight  of  it.  What  the  an^er  from  the 
crown  may  be,  I  shall  not  pretend  to  guess 
al ;  but  I  must  say,  I  cannot  at  present 
suggest  to  myself  any  one  reason  for  think- 
ing that  answer  of  such  a  nature,  as  that 
it  may  not  be  safely  communicated  to  this 
House*  If  it  be  merely  dissatis&ctoiy,  it 
can  neither  inflame  nor  hurry  us  into  any 
violent  measures ;  and  if  it  be  menacii^^  or 
insidting,  it  ought  to  be  exposed  for  Uiat 
very  purpose.  In  private  lite,  a  man  nuiy 
be  my  mend,  and  may  have  been  so  for 
many  years ;  but,  if  once  he  begins  to  me- 
nace or  insult,  from  that  moment  he  ceases 
to  be  so ;  and  nothing' but  an  aliject,  sor- 
did spirit,  will  patiently  submit  to  such 
treatment,  for  the  sake  of  any  self-inte- 
rested tiew  whateverti 

There  is  therefore,  I  think.  Sir,  not  the 
least  foundation  for  bein^  afraid,  lest  our 
resentment  should  be  stirred  up  beyond 
its  just  bounds,  by  that  paper's  bebg  laid 
before  us ;  ^d,  as  for  tne  honour  of  the 
court  of  Spain,  I  wish  some  gentlemen 
may  not  have  had  both  formerly  and  of 
late  too  great  a  resard  for  it :  I  wish  they 
may  not  have  sacrificed  some  of  the  most 
suratantial  points  of  English  honour,  to 
some  of  the  most  romantic  punctilios  of 
Spanish  honour.  For  m]^  part,  I  shall 
always  thmk,  that^  in  national  a^irs,  ,as 
weU  as  in  private  life,  even  the  punctilios 
of  honour  ousfatto  be  insisted  on,  when 
we  have  to  do  with  those  who,  on  their 
parts,  do  insist  upon  them ;  for  then  they 
Decome  materiaL  But,  Sir,  as  I  shall  al- 
ways have  a  much  greater  regard  for  the 
honour  of  this  nation,  than  for  that  of  any 
other,  if  the  court  of  Spain,  or  auy  other 
court  in  Europe,  should  entertain  such 
whimsical  notions  of  their  honour,  as 
might  prevent  their  doing  justice  to  us, 
I  snoulo  think  it  inconsistent  with  the  ho- 
nour of  this  nation,  not  to  take  sucb  mea- 
sures as  might  be  proper  for  giving  them 
difierent  notions,  both  of  their  own  bo- 
iiour  and  of  the  justice  that  is  due  to  us. 
.     I  am  as  much  averse,  Sir^  tk>  the  in 


volving  of  this  nation  in  a  war,  esped% 
with  Spain,  as  any  gentleman  can  qe;  and 
therefore,  notwithstanding  the  many  m* 
juries  and  insults  we  have  suflbed,  I  am 
am  against  coming  to  an  open  rupture,  if 
there  be  any  reasonable  hopes  lert  of  ob- 
taining a  proper  redress  in  a  peaceable 
manner ;  but,  for  God's  sake.  Sir,  when 
are  these  hopes  to  be  at  an  end  i  In  tbis 
respect,  I  am  sure,  it  cannot  be  said,  but 
that  we  haveahrcAdy  hoped  suffidendj ; 
we  have  hoped,  and  hoped,  and  hoped 
again  ;  but,  br  wha(  yet  emean,  ye 
have,  I  think,  hitherto  hoped  in  vak 
What  if  we  should  now  put  a  period  to  our 
pacific  hopes,  and  begin  to  put  on  other 
nopes,  I  mean  those  of  acting  such  a  part 
as  may  become  a  brave  but  injured  peo- 
ple :  It  is  true,  that  means  may  be  nueo 
upon  to  disappoint  even  those  hopes.  Nay, 
Sir,  it  is  certain  that  no  nation  can  be  as- 
sured of  success,  even  in  the  justest  quar- 
rel,  and  supported  with  the  greatest  force, 
but  will  this  uncertainty  ever  be  a  reasm 
with  any  brave  man,  or  powerful  patioD, 
to  bear  tamely  with  repeated  injuries  and 
insults?  When  there  is  a  just  cause  for 
war,  we  ought  certainly  to  takcall  prudent 
and  necessary  measures  for  securing  vic- 
tory on  our  side,  and  when  we  have  done 
so,  we  must  trust  the  event  to  Providoice. 
Now,  Sir,  I  should  be  glad  to  know,  whe- 
ther, in  our  deliberations  on  this  afikir,  we 
are  to  enquire  what  reasonable  hopes,  we 
may  have  of  obtaining  redress  in  a  peace- 
able manner  ;  because,  if  this  be  one  of 
the  points  that  is  to  fall  under  our  consi- 
deration, and  that  it  is,  I  can  hardly  think 
any  sentleman  will  seriously  deny,  it  is 
absolutely  impossible  for  us  to  determine 
this  question,  without  seeing  the  last  an- 
swer from  Spain:  and  liier^ore,  it  isab- 
sdutely  neceasary  for  us  to  call  for  that 
answer  in  particular,  if  we  areseriousljr  re- 
solved to  make  a  thorough  enquiry  into 
this  afiair,  and  to  come  to  such  resolutions 
as  may  be  worthy  of  a  Britbh  parliament. 
Prudence  and  pusillanimitv,  Sir,  in 
private  life,  is  what  every  gentleman  well 
Knows  to  be  widely  different,  and  even 
with  respect  to  national  aflitirs,  are  not 
words  of  such  an  intricate  or  iminteDigi- 
ble  nature  but  that  they  may  be  understood 
by  parliaments  as  well  as  ministers.  £yci> 
a  pariiament  may  avoid  pusillaDiniity,  with- 
out runniiie  into  rash  or  precipitate  mea- 
sures*: and  if  our  cabinet,  or  any  other 
of  our  private  councils,  have  been  guilty 
of  pusillanimity,  our  pariittnent  may  cor- 
rect it  by  their  prudence.   The  irisdom  « 
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parikjiQe&ty  is^  the  wiadom  of  the  natieii  ; 
8nd  in  all  national  affiun  of  sreat  import 
tanoe,  mrely  the  wisdom^  of  the  nation 
ougjit  to  be  consulted.    We  are  not  to 
ooDdade,  that  such  a  step  must  necessar 
rily  and  unavoidably  throw  us  into  a  war  ; 
and  much  less  are  we  toconclude,  that  the 
laying  of  this  last  answer,  or  any  answer, 
from  Spain,  will  necessarily  proauce  such 
an  effisct.    On  the  contrary,  a  strict  par- 
liamentary enquiry  into  this  affair,  may 
prevent  an  '  open  rupti^.    The  court  of 
Spain,  if  it  is  in  the  wrong,  will  then  see 
we  are  serious;  they  will  from  thence  con- 
dpde,  we  are  no  lonser  to  be  dallied 
with,  and  may  probably  ahew  more  res- 
pect to  the  mterposition  of  pariiament, 
than  they  have  -erer  shewed  to  the  nego- 
dations  of  our  mmisters.     If  they  are  not 
in  the  wrong,  which  may  be  the  case  ;*  for 
though  they  have  certainly  done  us  many 
and  great  injuries,  yet  their  having  done 
io,may,  for  what  we  know,  proceed  from 
our  having  first  doneinjuries  to  them;  and 
their  refusmg  or  delaymg  to  make  repara- 
tion to  us,  may  proceed  from  our  refusing 
or  ddaying  to  make,  or  so  much  as  to 
ofer,  any  reparation  to  them  :     If  this  be 
the  case,  if  our  nmiisters  have  been  guilty 
cf  any  misconduct  or  unjust  obstinacy  in 
^  respect,  which  I  am  mr  from  suspect- 
ing they  have,  we  cannot  expect  that 
they  wilf  immediately^  and  of  themselves, 
^knowledge  their  error,  and  change  their 
condact;  but  whatever  fiiults  they  may 
have  this  way  been  guilty  of,  will  certain* 
^>opon  a  proper  enquiry,  be  rectified  by 
ue  resolttttons  of  parliament ;  so  that  by 
l&ymg  this  affiur  fidly  before  pariiament, 
a  war  inay  be  prevented,  wnich  would 
otherwise  be  unavoidable ;    but  without  a 
tfaoraugh  enquiry  into  the  disputes  between 
Spain  and  tis  fVom  first  to  hut,  we  cannot 
dttcorer  whether  our  ministers  have  been 
guilty  of  any  misconduct  or  unjust  obsti- 
Atty,  and  consequently  can  come  to  no 
pi]Dper   resolutions    for  rectifying  their 
Ku^akes ;  and  I  am  sure,  without  seeing 
c^panerthat  has  passed  between  the 
courts  r«^ng  to  these  disputes,  we  can 
ittke  no  thorou^  enquiry. 

lord  Pohoarth  said : 

Sir;  My  hon.  friend  has  so  fully  opened 
the  reasoittblenesa  of  the  present  motion, 
*ud  so  clearly  answered  the  ri^t  hon. 
CCDtlenian  over  the  way,  that  I  am  per- 
"la^  I  need  to  say  veiy  little.  It  is 
^  true.  Sir,  as  the  ng^t  hon.  gentleman 
^iecButoinaBaate^tiiat  ve  cannot  fgueai 


from  the  papers  now  called  for,  howf  the 
other  powers  of  Europe  stand'  affected 
towards  us,  or  what  assistance  either  wo 
or  the  Spmiiards  might  expect  from  ^tny 
of  them,  in  case  of  an  open  rupture  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  But  as  the  dis- 
putes between  Spain  and  us,  have  bec» 
depending  for  above  these  20  years;  as 
the  obstinacy  of  the.  court  of  Spain  has 
been  very  ereat,  and  as  the  interests  which 
we  have  depending  upon  «  satisfactory 
accommodation  of  these  diffisrences  are 
very  great;  we  cannot  but  suppose^  from 
the  Imown  wisdom  and  foresight  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  that  care  has  been 
taken,  by  proper  treaties  and  alliances, 
and  by  the  many  negociations  we  have 
lately  carried  on^  to  provide  and  secure  to 
us  all  the  assistance  we  may  stand  in  need 
of,  or  at  least  to  prevent  any  other  power 
in  Europe  from  endeavouring  to  auppod 
our  enemies,  in  an^  unjust  measures  they 
may  have  been  guilty  of  towards  us.  But 
suppose  it  were  otherwise,  which  I  am  sur» 
no  gentleman  will  willingly  svqppose ;  are 
our  merchants  to  be  plundered,  and  our 
seamen  cruelly  used,  for  many  years  toge- 
thtar  in  the  time  of  profound  peace  i  Aro 
diey  to  come  frequently  to  parliament  with 
complaints  of  such  treatment?  And  is  a 
British  Parliament  always  to  content  itself 
with  presenting  an  humble  Address  to  the 
throne,  praying  that  his  Majesty  would  uso 
his  endaivours,  for  obtaining  satisfaction 
to  his  injured  subjects  ? 

Sir ;  this  would  be  inconsistent  with  the 
honour  and  the  duty  of  parliament.  In 
the  case  of  a  domestic  grievance,  if  the 
parliament  should  addr^  to  have  it  re- 
moved, and  if,  several  years  after,  a  peti* 
tion  ^ould  be  brought  to  parliament,  re- 
presenting that  notwithstanding  their  ad- 
dress, the  grievance  remaineo,  and  was 
more  heavy  and  frequent  than  before; 
what  then  would  be  the  business  and  duty 
of  parliunent?  Would  not  they  be  in  ho- 
nour obliged  to  enquire,  how  it  came  that 
the  grievance  waa  not  removed,  to  enquure 
at  TOose  door  the  fiudt  kqr,  and  to  punish 
those  who  had  been  guilty?  With  respect 
to  any  foreign  grievance,  our  du^  is  the 
same.  The  srievanoes,  the  injunes  now 
complained  of,  and  so  often  before  com- 
plained of,  are  such  as  no  nation  ought  pa- 
tiently to  suffer,  if  there  be  any  way  of 
redressing  them,  either  by  fair  or  foul 
means ;  and  if  there  be  no  way  of  redress- 
ing them,  if  by  any  misconduct  the  natioB 
be  brought  into  such  a  melancholy  stat^ 
that  we  must  su&r  thenit  which.  God  for- 
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bid  !  The  parliament  ought  to  enquire  in- 
to the  affiur^  if  not  to  iind  a  remedy,  at 
least  to  punish  those  who  ha^e  made  our 
case  remediless.  Therefore  I  must  think 
it  incumbent. upon  us,  to  proceed  now  a 
little  further.  We  have  twice  already  ad- 
dressed for  having  this  grievance  removed : 
it  is  now  high  time  for  us  to  enquire,  how 
it  comes  that  it  has  not  been  removed : 
but  if  we  should  be  so  good-natured  as  to 
rest  satisfied  with  presenting  a  third  hum- 
ble address,  surely  that  address  ought  to 
be  in  different  torms  from  any  of  the  for- 
mer. I  shall  not  pretond  to  tell  what  we 
ought  to  do,  or  in  what  torms  we  ought  to 
Address,  nor  can  any  gentleman  pretond 
to  tell,  till  he  has  seen  and  delioeratoly 
examined  every  paper  relating  to  this  af- 
&ir. 

The  hon.  gentleman  over  the  way 
seemed  to  be  in  a  mighty  panic,  as  if  we 
could  not  aeree  to  this  motion  without 
breaking  with  Spain.  For  my  part.  Sir,  I 
have  very  few  apprehensions  or  that  kind : 
not  that  I  should  wish,  that  we  were  to 
plunge  ourselves  inconsiderately  into  a  war 
with  Spain :  but,  I  believe,  the  court  of 
Spain  Knows  too  well  the  way  to  prevent 
thint^s  coming  to  an  open  rupture.  They 
«t  the  same  time  know  what  the  conse- 
quence of  going  to  war  with  us  at  present 
might  prdbabty  be.  Therefore,  Sir, 
though  we  were  to  see  these  papers,  and 
to  come  to  some  vigorous  resolutions,  I 
am  afraid  they  might,  by  a  few  fine  gloss- 
ing overtures,  bring  us  to  treat  again,  and 
then  we  should  be  just  where  we  are  now. 
But,  Sir,  let  us  suppose  that  we  should  go 
to  war  ;  yet  I  do  not  foresee  any  bad  con- 
cequenoes  for  the  nation,  for  a  just  and 
casual  wsr  never  produces  a  settled  enmity 
between  two  nations :  nothing  but  a  per- 
petu^  clashing  of  national  intorests,  can 
produce  such  a  one ;  and  even  though  n 
war  should  produce  such  an  enmity,  it 
.will  ailways  be  more  for  the  interest,  as 
veil  as  honour,  of  this  nation,  that  the 
people  of  Spain  should  hate  and  fear  us, 
than  that  they  and  every  other  nation  in 
the  world  should  contemn  and  despise  us. 

I  iBh<Hild  be  extremely  sorry.  Sir,  to 
fhink  that  all  those  who  complain  of  our 
long  sufferings,  with  respect  to  the  depre- 
dations committed  by  the  Spaniards,  are 
such  as  m  disafl^cted  to  his  Majesty  and 
family :  it  would  be  a  melancholy  and  a 
dreadfid  prospect,  to  every  man  who  has 
a  true  regard  for  our  present  happy  estab- 
Jiishment;  but  I  am  sure  they  are  not.  I 
toow  many  of  them,  who  would  ventare 


their  lives  and  fortunes  for  the  support  of 
our  present  establishment,  with  as  mudi 
alacnty  as  they  would  venture  them  in  re- 
venging the  insults,  that  have  been  lately 
put  upon  us  by  the  Spaniards.  Most  of 
those  who  complain  are  fully  sensible,  and 
most  wiU  reamly  acknowledge,  that  his 
Majesty  can  be  no  way  to  blame  ijo  thk 
afiau:.  They  know  how  ready  he  is,  upon 
every  occasion,  to  vindicate  the  honour  of 
his  crown,  or  assert  the  just  rights  of  his 
subjects ;  but  I  ||Dubtmuch  if  any  of  these 
people  will  male  the  same  acuiowiedg- 
ments  with  respect  to  all  his  Majesty's 
ministers.  Who  are  to  blame,  or  what 
way  they  are  to  blame,  those  who  complain 
do  not  know,  nor  can  I  teU  them,  till  I  see 
the  papers  now  caUed  for;  but  consider- 
ing the  power  of  this  nation,  when  com- 
pared with  that  of  Spain,  and  considering 
the  many  opportunities  we  have  lately  hsd» 
for  obtaining  or  compelling  from  Spain  a 
full  satisfaction  and  security,  every  man 
concludes,  that  some  persons  amongst 
ourselves  must  be  to  blame,  for  our  having 
so  long  and  sojiatiently  submitted  to  suck 
indignities,  u  the  hon.  gentleman  has  a 
mind  to  remove  all  cause  of  suspicion 
from  himself,  the  best  thing  he  can  do  is, 
not  to  oppose  any  thing  that  may  tend  to 
the  cleanns  up  of  this  af&ur ;  and  there- 
fore, I  think,  if  he  has  any  regard  fbr  the 
opinion  Jhis  countrjrmen  may  entertain  (f 
him,  he  ought  to  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment he  has. been  pleased  to  offer,  and 
join  with  us  in  calling  for  the  kite  answer 
from  Spain,  as  well  as  every  other  memo- 
rial or  answer  they  have  sent  us  lipon  the 
same  subject.  .  - 

What  may  be  in  the  papers  relating  to 
this  affair,  which  are  now  upon  our  table, 
or  what  justification  any  gentleman  in  the 
administration  may  expect  from  any  of 
them,  I  do  not  know ;  for^  I  neither  have 
been  at  the  pains  to  examine  them  strictlj, 
nor  shall  be  at  any  such  pains,  till  the 
whole  be  laid  before  us ;  and,  I  hope,  the 
hon.  gentleman  will  not  think,  that  this 
neglect  or  indolence  in  me,  proceeds  from 
any  unwillingness  to  vindicate  him  or  any 
other  gentlemen  concerned  in  these  trans- 
actions ;  but  really  from  an  opinion,  ttot 
I  cannot  make  myself  master  of  the  atoi 
or  pass  any  judgment  relating  to  it,  till  the 
whole  be  laid  before  the  House;  and, 
when  that  is  done,  I  can  assure  him,  1 
shall  be  extremely  glad,  though  I  vaa^ 
say,  I  shall  be  a- little  surprized,  to  find, 
that  we  have  been  guilty  of  no  mistake  or 
blunder,  ia  this  long^  tediow^  vid  ge^ 
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ple<ed  aegocifttioD.  If  this  thould  be  the 
caae,  it  must  be  allowed,  that,  if  we  have 
not,  within  these  twenty  yean,  added 
mucii  to  our  character  of  fightmg,  for 
which  we  were  always  &mou8,  we  hare 
acquired  a  new  character,  for  which  we 
were  nerer  &moas,  I  mean,  that  of  being 
cunning  negociators,  and  cautious  treafy- 
niakerg;  this  at  least  is  some  comfort  to 
the  nation  ;  md  if  our  long  negociations 
with  the  court  of  Spain  have  been  carried 
on  with  the  firmness,  the  -resolution,  and 
the  prudence,  which  so  delicate,  so  mate- 
rial, an  affiiir  required,  I  shall  then  cou" 
gntulate  the  hon.  gentleman  upon  the 
new  honour  the  nation  has  acquired  b^ 
his  means,  or  by  the  means  of  some  of  his 
friends.  However,  Sir,  J  cannot  help 
thinking  it  somewhat  suspicious,  that  none 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  friends  have 
attemptdi  to  vindicate  his  and  their  own 
conduct  from  the  papers  lyins  upon  our 
table,  since  they  seem  to  think  it  would  be 
very  easy  to  do  it.  This  I  think  would  be 
of  very  great  service  to  him  ;  and  I  am 
sure  it  cannot  be  said,  lie  wants  friends, 
who  have  hearts  to  undertake,  and  heads 
to  execute  such  a  design,  in  the  most  ele- 
gant, the  most  polite,  and  the  roost  con- 
vincing manner. 

Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  there  is  nothing 
can  contribute  more  to  the  good  of  the  na- 
tion, nothing  can  so  effectumly  prevent  our 
being  oblig^  to  come  to  an  open  rupture, 
as  our  shewing  that  we  are  unanimous,  and 
peremptorily  resolved  to  be  at  the  bottom 
of  oar  present  disputes  with  Spain,  and  to 
put  an  immediate  end  to  them,  either  by 
the  pens  of  our  ministers,  or  the  mouths  of 
our  cannon.    If  we  begin,  in  the  very  first 
^'p,  with  mincinff  the  matter,  and  seem- 
ing to  be  afraid.  Test  we  should  disoblige 
the  court  of  Spain,  by  any  resolution  we 
niay  come  to,  no  man  either  abroad  or  at 
home  will  believe  we  are  serious,  nor  will 
the  court  of  Spain  think  of  maJcin^  any 
new  offers,  or  giving  plain  and  explicit  an- 
«*eTs.    Therefore,  it  there  were  no  ne- 
<^ty  for  our  seeing  the  last  answer  from 
^n,  I  should  be  for  calling  for  it,  for  this 
reason  only,  because  it  has  beeiv  moved  for. 
The  calling  for  the  last  answer  from 
Spsin,  Sir,  or  any  other  paper  relating  to 
^  iSair  we  have  agreed  to  enquire  into, 
tt  not  against  any  rule  observed  in  our 
proceedbgs;   it  can  be  attended  with  no 
present  dimger,  nor  can  it  be  a  precedent 
ll^^gerous  consequence  in  time  to  come; 
Decaose,  all  those  papers,  and  the  last  an- 
9^  in  pailicuhr,  are  absolutely  necessary 
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for  the  enquiry,  we  have  resolved  to  make. 
If  gentlemen  indeed  will  say,  that  an  en- 
quiry is  improper  and  needless,  with  ail 
my  heart,  let  them  put  it  on  that  footing ; 
but  it  would  be  ridiculous  for  us  to  think 
of  enquiring  without  seeing  ever}'  paper 
that  has  been  sent  from  the  court  of  Spain* 
What  interest,  Sir,  or  whnt  private  end, 
the  hon.  gentleman,  or  any  of  his  friends, 
may  have,  or  if  they  have  any,  for  emu 
cealing  any  Memorial  or  Answer  from 
Spain,  I  shall  not  take  upon  me  to  deter- 
mine ;  but,  1  have  already  shewn,  tliat  ha 
and  his  friends  are  not  ansolutely  uncon- 
cerned, ^even  as  to  the  papers  that  ^ave 
been  penned  or  advised  by  the  court  of 
Spain;  because  the  measures  of  eveiy 
court  are  always  influenced  by  the  mea- 
sures of  others,  especially  those  with  whom 
they  negociate:  Therefore,  his  present  op- 
position may  afford  some  suspicion  of  his 
being  afraid,  lest  the  laying  of  those  papere 
before  the  House  should  occasion  an  en- 
quiry into  his  conduct,  or  into  the  conduct 
of  some  of  h»  friends ;  but,  I  am  far  from 
conceiving  any  such  suspicion ;  I  hope  his 
conduct  and  behaviour  has  in  this  respect, 
as  well  as  every  other,  been  so  wise  and 
upright,  that  he  fears  no  impartial  enquiry 
into  his  own  conduct ;  and,  I  cannot  allow 
myself  to  think  he  would  desire  to  prevent 
an  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  any  of  hit 
friends;  because  if  they  have  behaved  in  the 
same  manner  he  lias  done,  an  impartial  en- 
quiry into  their  conduct  would  redound  to 
their  honour ;  and,  if  any  of  them  have 
behaved  otherwise,  I  am  sure  he  would 
scorn  to  think  of  endeavouring  to  screen 
the  guilty. 

Having  said  thus  much.  Sir,  I  shall  con* 
elude  with  my  earnest  wishes,  that  the 
House  would  agree  with  my  hon.  friend's 
motion ;  indeed  I  think  it  will  be  for  the 
honour  of  parliament,  and,  I  hope,  the 
hon.  gentleman  has  no  private  end  to  serve 
by  opposing  the  calling  for,  or  even  pub* 
lisbing  any  one  of  them ;  therefore,  for  the 
sake  of  unanimity,  and  for  the  sake  of 
persuading  the  world  that  we  are  serious 
in  what  we  are  about,  I  must  hope,  he  will 
withdraw  the  amendment  he  has  been 
pleased  to  ofier,  and  agree  to  the  motion 
as  it  was  at  first  proposed. 

Mr.  Horace  Walpolc  said : 

Svt ;  Though  it  would  be  very  reason- 
able to  put  on  the  consideration  of  so  im- 
portant an  affiur,  and  so  unexpectedly 
brought  before  the  House,  as  the  present 
motion  has  beeot  to  another  day ;  j^f  as 
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die  right  hoii.  ^mtleniaii,  Who  k  princi- 
pally concerned  in  the  Ate  of  this  question, 
nas  made  no  motion  for  that  effisct,  ndther 
■hall  ly  but  proceed  to  coiMider  what  has 
been  advanced  by  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
spoke  last  itfainst  the  Amendment.  Imust 
my 9 1  am  glad  to  hear  the  hon.  centleman 
wno  spoke  las^  acting  so  much  uie  part  of 
a  friend  towards  the  hon.  sentleiiian  that 
spoke  before  him,  as  to  o&r  him  his  sin- 
cere advice.  Whatever  advice  the  hon. 
gentleman  may  be  pleased  to  offer,  either 
upon  this  or  any  other  occasion,  will  al- 
ways, I  am  convinced,  be  gratefully  re^ 
ceived,  and  will  be  of  great  weight  with 
my  hon.  friend  near  me ;  but,  in  the  pre- 
aent  case,  I  doubt  much  if  his  advice 
will  be  taken ;  I  do  not,  indeed,  think 
it  ought.  I  shall  readily  grant  that 
in  idl  cases  a  man  ought  to  consult,  and 
have  a  regard  to  his  own  safetv,  and 
tha(  he  ought  to  chuse  that  method  of 
speaking  and  acting,  which  will  least  ex- 
pose him  to  danger ;  but,  in  all  matters  of 
a  public  concern,  I  hope  it  will  be  allowed, 
there  is  a  superior  consideration :  the 
safety  of  a  man's  country  is  what  he  ought 
to  prefer  even  to  his  own  safety;  and 
every  gentleman  in  this  House,  especially 
those  gentlemen  who  pique  themselves 
upon  their  patriotism,  will  certainly  do  so 
upon  all  occasions. 

Considering  the  uncertainties  of  war,  as 
well  as  the  uncertainty  of  all  events  which 
depoid  upon  foreign  negociations ;  and, 
considering  how  much  the  judgment  of  the 
inferior  sort,  and  the  resolutions  or  beha- 
viour even  of  the  better  sort,  depend  upon 
the  event  of  things ;  I  do  not  know,  Sir, 
but  that,  if  my  hon.  friend  near  me  con- 
aidted  only  his  own  safety,  he  would  take 
the  advice  that  has  been  given  him :  He 
would  diuse  to  have  our  future  conduct 
proceed  from  the  resolutions  of  parliament, 
and  would  for  that  end  advise  laying  every 
paper  relating  to  the  affiur  now  under  our 
consideration  before  parliament :  but  if  he 
railly  thihks,  the  laying  of  all  those  papers 
before  parliament  womd  tend  to  the  pre- 
judice m  his  country,  he  ought  to  oppose 
It,  Whatever  may  be  the  event  of  that  op- 
position with  respect  to  himself;  .and  if,  m 
such  a  case,  for  tne  sake  of  his  country,  he 
Tuns  the  risk  of  drawing  upon  himseu  the 
resentment  d  his  country,  it  must  be  al- 
lowed, he  acts  the  part  of  a  true  patriot. 

I  Imow,  Sir,  the  part  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  upon  the  floor  has  acted  all 
along  in  the  difference  betwixt  Spain  and 
ust,  to  be  such  aa  gives  him  nolroomto 
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fear  any  discovery  to  his  dtsadvSnta^ 
from  the  papers  that  have  been  moved  to 
be  laid  betbve  us.  Therefore,  Sir,  die  r^ 
hOn.  gentleman's  opposition  to  this  mo- 
tion, must  proceed  from  other  motirei 
than  personal  fear.  I  am  convidoed,  Sir, 
that  he  is  persuaded,  that  if  the  lesst  an- 
swer from  Spain  were  laid  before  oi,  it 
would  produce  consequences  incoDsistent 
with  the  peace  of  Britain :  and  I  own,  Sir, 
that  I  myself  am  of  the  same  opinion;  Ism 
of  opinion.  Sir,  that  our  calling  for  Aoe 
papers  is  absolutely  against  the  itfual  fomv 
of  our  proceeding ;  for  I  believe  there  is 
no  precedent  of  uiis  House  having  called 
for  any  paper  that  relates  to  a  n^odatioD, 
while  the  event  of  that  n^ciatioD  was  in 
suspense.  Therefore,  Sir,  by  our  cai% 
for  all  Uie  papers  relating  to  this  negocia- 
tion,  we  shall  m  elfoct  tell  the  worid,that 
we  are  of  opinion,  that  his  Majesty's  en- 
deavours to  procure  an  honourme  and 
safe  peace,  are  disagreeable  to  the  nation, 
and  contrary  to  the  sense  of  parliam^t 
For,  I  believe  no  nation  would  publiih 
sudi  papers  with  any  other  view,  than  that 
of  breaking  off  all  future  conferences  upon 
thkt  subject;  and  the  state  with  whom 
they  had  been  in  negociation,  woold  cer- 
tainly look  upon  it  as  done  with  that  de- 
sign, and  would  therefore  resolve  not  to 
treat  with  them  any  lonsrer  in  a  fnendlj 
and  peaceable  manner:  Sierefore,  if  it  be 
more  for  the  good  of  the  nation  to  have 
this  affisiir  accommodated  in  a  private  and 
peaceable  manner,  than  to  have  recourse 
to  an  open  and  wariike  method,  it  muitbe 
inconsistent  with  the  public  good  to  hare 
all  the  papers  now  called  for  laid  before 
the  House. 

Sir,  the  publishii^  of  all  the  answeri 
from  Spain,  relatmg  to  the  affiur  now  be* 
fore  us,  would  not  only  be  looked  upon  by 
them,  as  done  with  a  design  to  break  of 
all  future  conferences  upon  that  subject; 
but,  I  believe,  it  would  be  looked  upon  bj 
them  as,  and  would  really  I  think  be,  a 
sort  of  deckration  of  war.  The  publjsb* 
ing  of  those  papers,  would,  in  my  opinion, 
be  Uie  same  with  publishing  a  iaaufeto; 
for  if  war  were  to  be  dedared,  and  a  m*' 
nifesto  to  be  published,  that  manifesto 
must  be  drawn  up  chiefi;^  from  those  wry 
memorials  or  answers  wmch  are  now  called 
for;  and  I  can  see  no  great  diffierencc  be- 
tween publishing  a  manifesto,  and  pub- 
liahing  the  grounds  and  reasons  upon  whioi 
it  must  be  founded,  if  ever  it  bepubiiabed. 
The  design  of  such  a  manifesto,  if  ^y 
such  thing  wera  to  be  puUiBbad^irwd  b^ 
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to  repfeKDt  in  the  strongest  liglit  the  in- 
sults and  injuries  put  upon  us  hy  the  Spar 
mrd»f  and  the  injustice  and  fnvolousness 
of  the  pretences  they  made  use  of,  fisr  be- 
having in  such  a  manner  towards  us,  or 
for  ddaying  to  give  satisfaction ;  and  this 
can  be  done  only  from  the  papers  now 
called  for.  As  for  the  insults  and  injuries 
we  have  su&red,  they  are  already  too 
public :  they  have  been  published,  and,  I 
Deiieve,  even  aggravated,  with  great  care 
•nd  industry;  and  therefore,  those  papers 
tint  give  an  actXMint  of  them,  may  be  laid 
before  as  without  any  danger.  But  as  to 
the  pretences  made  use  of  oy  Spun,  either 
for  justifying  those  insults  and  mjuries,  or 
fi)r  deb^ng  to  give  a  full  reparation  and 
ntiafactioa,  they  are  not  yet  publicly 
bown,  nor  ought  they  to  be  made  public, 
n  long  as  there  are  any  hopes  of  getting 
the  Spaniards,  by  peaceable  means,  to  pass 
from  the  pretences  they  now  make  use  of, 
and  to  make  satisfaction  for  past  injuries, 
as  well  as  to  ^ve  a  proper  security  against 
any  such  in  tune  to  come.  When  we  can 
no  longer  entertain  an^  such  hopes,  it  will 
then  be  time  to  publish  and  expose  the 
frivoloosness  of  tne  pretences  they  make 
UK  <^;  but  thb  ought  to  be  done  only  by 
way  of  nunifesto  from  his  Majesty,  in 
order  to  justify  the  force  he  then  finds 
himself  obliged  to  mak^  use  of;  and  I  am 
sure  no  manifesto,  nor  any  thing  like  a 
manifesto,  ought  to  be  published,  till 
till  we  are  prepared  to  back  it  with  such  a 
fbrmidable  armament,  as  may  be  suitable 
to  the  power  of  this  nation,  or  necessary 
for  compelling  our  enemies  to  submit  to 
naaonable  terms ;  otherwise,  Sir,  we  shall 
Appear  not  only  weak,  but  ridiculous. 

It  is  very  easy.  Sir,  to  talk  big,  either 
vithin  doors  or  without ;  and;  considering 
the^irit  of  resentment  that  has  been  in- 
doitnously  stirred  up  in  the  nation,  I 
bow,  it  would  be  mighty  popular  in  us, 
to  come  to  vieorous  Ri^mutions  imme- 
diately ;  but  I  do  not  know,  if  it  would  be 
mighl^  wise.  I  am  sure,  it  would  not  be 
^»  as  long  as  there  are  any  hopes  of 
obtaining  rdbress  by  peaceable  means; 
and  even  when  we  are  come  to  an  end  of 
all  our  hopes  in  this  way,  we  ought  not  to 
h^  to  talk,  till  we  are  ready  to  act.  In 
this  we  oueht  to  foUow  the  example  q£ 
that  sort  of  animal  which  is  peculiar  to 
this  iafamd;  and  therefore  1  am  not 
9>i)ttned  to  recommend  its  example  to  my 
^^luatrymen :  I  mean  our  brave  English 
holl4<^,  who  alwftys  seizes  tmon  his 
enemy  at  0000^  and  without  making  the 
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noise  before-hand*  l^ireatening 
speeches,  or  even  threatening  resdutionsy 
are  but  words.  They  are  *  vox  et  pne* 
terea  nihil ;'  and  therefore  the  less  they 
are  made  use  of,  the  better:  but  if  any 
such  are  ever  made  use  of,  they^  ought  to 
be  instantly  followed  with  suitable  ac- 
tions ;  for  if  they  are  not,  those  who  have, 
injured  u^  will  despise  our  menaces, 
and  the  whole  world  will  laugh  at  our 
foUy. 

When  one  nation.  Sir,  has  been  insulted 
or  ill-used  by  another,  and  no  redress  can 
be  obtamed  by  fair  means,  it  is,  without 
doubt,  extremely  proper,  and  even  neoes- 
sary,  for  those  who  are  concerned  in  the 
^vernment  of  the  injured  nation,  to  pub- 
lish and  set  the  injuries  they  have  suf- 
fered in  the  strongest  lieht  This  method 
has  been  always  thought  advisable,  as  it 
gives  the  subject  a  good  opinion  of  the 
cause,  and  makes  him  contribute  with 
pleasure  towards  carrying  on  the  war;  but 
this  ought  not  to  be  done  till  the  court  is 
both  resolved  and  ready  to  come  to  an 
open  rupture.  Now,  as  those  who  are 
concerned  in  the  government  of  a  natioa 
are  the  best,  if  not  the  sole  judges,  not 
only  of  the  time  when  they  ought  to  re- 
solve, but  likewise  of  the  time  when  they 
are  ready  and  prepared  to  come  to  an  open 
rupture;  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  tney 
are  the  only  persons  that  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed to  endeavour  to  stir  up  what  is  called 
a  national  resentment.  For  this  reason,  I 
cannot  but  think,  that  some  of  those  gen<« 
tlemen  who  have  been  lately  so  busy  in 
stirring  up  the  ref^ntment  or  our  people 
against  tne  whole  Spanish  nation,  have 
gone  a  little  beyona  their  sphere:  they 
have  been  acting  a  part  they  were  no  way 
qualified  for,  eimer  by  their  knowledge  of 
public  affiurs,  or  the  station  they  happened 
to  be  in.  They  have  been  doing  all  that 
they  could  to  involve  the  nation  in  a  war, 
when,  for  what  they  knew,  we  were  in  a 
fair  way  of  obtaining  redress  by  peaceable 
measures ;  or  perhaps,  when  our  circum- 
stances, neither  at  home  nor  abroad, 
could  allow  us  to  come  to  an  open  rwp- 
ture.  In  either  of  which  cases  it  must  be 
allowed,  they  have  been  doing  their  coun-. 
try  an  injury ;  for,  with  respect  to  the  for« 
mer,  if  we  snould  have  obtained,  or  should 
yet  obtain  redress  by  peaceable  measures, 
they  have  been  doing  an  injury  to  their 
country,  by  endeavouring  to  stir  up  and 
establiui  among  our  peo^e,  an  enmi^  to 
a  nation,  widi  whioi  an  hon.  member, 
whohaaqtokeiathia  debate,  baa  owned 
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it  is  our  interest  to  be  in  perpetual  fnend-  i  those  papen ;  but  it  has  always  been  ob- 
ship ;  and  even  those  who  should  at  last  be  served  as  a  rule  in  this  House,  to  call  for 
obliged  to  come  to  an  open  rupture,,  yet  no  papers,  but  such  as  we  had  reason  lo 
they  have  done  an  injury  to  their  country,  {  believe,  the  Crown  might  safely  commu- 
by  beginninjr  too  early  to  stir  up  the  re-  |  nicateto  us.  Surely  we  are  not  to  court  a 
fientment  of  our  people ;  because,  when  '  •  •  •  * 
the  resentment  of  a  people  is  too  soon 


stirred  up,  it  is  apt  to  evaporate  before 
it  produces  the  proper  effect. 

Thus,  Sir,  it  must  appear,  that  those 
busy  intermeddlers  in  public  affiiirs  have 
been  doing  an  injury  to  their  country, 
whatever  may  be  the  effect  of  our  present 
negociations ;  and  supposing  we  were  in 
circumstances  proper  for  encouraging  us 
to  declare  war :  but,  if  we  were  not  in  such 
circumstances,  they  were  endeavouring  to 
do  a  most  notable  mjury  to  their  country; 
for  surely,  no  greater  injury  can  be  done 
to  a  country  than  that  of  involving  it  in  a 
war,  when  it  has  no  prospect  of  being  able 
to  prosecute  the  war  with  advantage.  It. 
was  a  maxim  with  Julius  Ceesar,  never  to 
venture  even  a  battle,  if  the  disadvantages 
that  might  ensue  from  a  defeat  appeared 
to  be  greater  tlian  any  advantages  he 
could  expect  from  a  victory ;  and  in 
Africa,  we  are  told,  that  he  bore  with 
many  insults  and  indignities  from  the  ad- 
verse army,  only  because  by  a  little  pa- 
tience he  had  reason  to  expect  being  able 
to  obtain  a  victory  with  less  blood-  shed. 
}n  resolving  upon  war  or  peace,  the  same 
maxim  ougnt  to  be  observed;  which  makes 
the  question  of  such  an  intricate  nature, 
that  none  but  those  who  are  thoroughly 
ac(^uainted  with  the  circumstances  of  a 
nation,  can,  or  ought  to  deliberate  upon 
it :  therefore  as  we  cannot  pretend  to  be 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  nation,  we  ought  not 
to  do  any  thing,  nor  desire  any  thing  to 
bedone,  that  may  tend  towards  involving 
the  nation  in  a  war ;  and  till  his  Majesty 
acquaints  us  that  he  is  resolved  upon,  and 
prepared  for  an  open  rupture,  we  ought 
not  to  call  for  any  paper,  that  may,  for 
what  we  know,  tend  to  confirm,  and.  even 
irritate  that  national  resentmeni,  which 
has  been  already  most  imprudently,  if  not 
seditiously,  stirred  up. 

From  what  I  have  said,  Sir,  I  think  it 
is  evident,  that  the  memorials  or  answers 
from  Spain,  especially  the  last,  are  in  all 
probability  papers  of  such  a  nature,  that 
they  cannot  yet  be  communicated  to  this 
House.  So  far  indeed  I  agree  with  the 
honourable  gentleman,  that  the  House  is 
not  obliged  to  take  my  word,  nor  that  of 
Any  other  member|  aa  to  th^  gont^ntt  of 


denial  from  the  Crown;  and  upon  the 
present  occasion,  we  ought  to  be  more 
cautious  in  this  respea  than  at  any  other 
time.  Every  one  Knows  how  loth  his  Ma- 
jesty is  to  deny  any  thing  to  his  Parlia- 
ment. Nothing  but  the  public  good  will 
ever  prevail  with  him  to  ao  so ;  and  eren 
in  such  a  case,  it  would  be  with  the  utmost 
reluctance  and  uneasiness.  1  am  per- 
suaded every  gentleman  that  hears  me, 
has  such  a  dutiful  respect  for  his  Majesty, 
that  he  would  not  propose  or  agree  to  any 
thing,  that  might  unnecessarily  giv^  him  a 
moment's  disquiet ;  but  in  the  present 
case,  a  denial  from  the  Crown  might  be 
attended  with  consequences  still  more 
fatal.  It  would  make  all  other  foreigners, 
as  well  as  the  Spaniards,  who  do  not  veil 
understand  our  constitution,  imagine,  that 
there  was  no  good  Iiarmony  bctiveen  his 
Majesty  and  his  Parliament ;  which  would 
of  course  render  the  Spaniards  less  pliable 
than  they  are  at  present,  and  consequently 
might  not  only  prevent  our  being  able  to 
obtain  redress  in  a  peaceable  manner,  but 
might  even  prevent  our  being  able  to  fonn 
proper  alliances  for  obtaining  it  by  force  of 
arms. 

It  has  been  said.  Sir,  tliat  all  the  papers 
now  called  for,  are  absolutely  necessary 
for  tlie  enquiry  we  have  already  resolved 
on.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  vei^y  far  from 
being  the  case.  We  have  resolved  to  take 
the  petitions  now  presented  to  us  into  our 
consideration.  In  pursuance  of  this  reso* 
lution,  we  cannot  regularly  enter  into  any 
enquiry,  but  that  which  relates  to  the 
truth  of  the  facts  set  fortli  in  the  petitions; 
and  surely  we  can  expect  no  proof  of  those 
facts,  from  any  of  the  Spanish  memorials. 
When  we  have  examined  into  tliose  facts, 
and  found  some  or  most  of  tliem  to  be 
true,  which,  I  believe,  will  be  tBe  case, 
such  a  discovery  may  give  a  foondatiofl 
for  our  resolving  upon  another  enquiry; 
and  upon  that  future  enquiry,  it  may  be 
thought  necessary  for  us  to  see  the  me- 
morials or  answers  from  Spain.  If  thic 
should  be  the  case,  they  may  tlien  be 
called  for;  but  till  then,  I  cannot  find  »e 
have  the  least  occasion  to  exaiaine  into 
any  one  of  tliem. 

As  for  an  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
those  who  li^ve  been  concerned  in  our 
lat^  negociations  with  Spain,  jcptlemea 
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may  enter  JBlo 'it  n^esi  tiiey  please ;  but  I 

hope  tbej  would  not,  for  the  sake   e^ 

poDislDag  our  negocialors,  supposing  they 
me  .beeo  guilty  of  niistiikeSy  resolve  to 

punish  the  natioDy  by  involving  it  in  a  dan- 
gerous «nd  expensive  war,  which  in  all 

probability  might  have  been  otherwise 
avoided.  I  have  had  some  hand,  Sir,  in 
seven!  nesociations ;  but,  I  think  it  cannot 
be  swi,  I  had  ever  any  share  in  any  of  our 
Bogociationswtth  Spain:  however,  I  know 
Mnnething  of  them,  and  from  what  I  know, 
from  wbt^  is  publicly  known,  I  must  ob«- 
serve,  that  some  gentlemen  seem  to  be  in 
B  surprising  mistake  as  to  tiiese  negocia^ 
tions.  They  seem  to  insinuate,  as  df  we 
had  bean  jnegociakiog  with  'Sp^in  for  above 
^^ty  yean  without  any  esect  Purely, 
geatleBMa  cannot  haveforgot,  that,  within 
these  tareDty  y^ara,  there  have  been  two 
public  and  famous  treaties  between  Spain 
and  us;  by  each  of  which  they  piromised 
M  nfavalwn  finr  all  past  injuries,  and 
ihattnoaucfa. injuries  should  be  committed 
ibr  the  fiilaie.  We  all  know,  that  in  the 
year  1721  a  tteaty  of  peace  was  oonoluded 
St  Madrid  between  Spain  aod  us,  which 
was  the  same  year  connrmed  by  the  treaty 
of  aUaiioe -between  Great  Britain,  France, 
and  Spain;  that  by  the  second  article  of 
(iie  said  treaty,  '<  All  former  treaties  were 
confinaed ;"  and  that  by  the  third  Article, 
Jus  Catholic  Mtt^etty,  expressly  promised, 
^  That  all  the  goods,  merchanaiaes,  mo- 
a^,  ships,  aod  other  effects,  which  had 
been  seized,  aawdl  in  Spain  as  the  Indies, 
ihooid  be  speedily  restored  in  the  same 
land,  or  according  to  the  just  and  true 
nlue  of  them»  at  the  time  they  were 
seized-" 

I  am  net.  Sir,  toansfwer  for  every  step 
^  brought  on  that  treaty  ;  some  gentle- 
nni,  periuuis,  know  more  of  them  than  I 
^,but  I  wUl  venture  to  say.  Sir,  that  we 
^st  <rom  hence  suppose,  that  hj  this 
^ty  an  end  was  put  to  all  negociations 
before  that  times  and  that  from  this 
treaty  our  ministers  had  reason  to  expect 
<ail  reparation  for  all  past  injuries,  and  a 
^^rity  against  all  such  in  time  to  come ; 
but  some  new  diffisrences  having  afterwards 
•Hsen  between  the  two  nations,  a  new 
*««tywa&srt  on  foot,  which  was  after- 
^'^  conchided  at  Seville,  in  the  year 
1789.  Bj^  this  new  trea^^  a  reparation  for 
put  injuries,  and  a  security  against  future, 
^ei«  again  expressly  stipulated ;  for,  by 
«e  first  Artide,  "  All  former  treaties  of 
P^^t  ^endship,  and  commeree,  are  re- 
newed and   eonfirmad;*'  and  they  ex- 
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preasly  promise,  *«  Not  to  Ad  any  thing, 
nor  sulferanv  thing  to  be  done,  thi^  naif 
be  eontrary  thereto,  directly  or  indirectly.*' 
By  the  fourth  Artk:Ie,  it  is  stipulated, 
<<  particukiriy,  that  the  commerce  of  th^ 
English  nation  in  America  should  be  ex^- 
ercised  as  heretofore  ;  and  that  orders 
should  be  dispatched,  without  any  delay, 
as  well  for  the  execution  of  the  said  trea*- 
ties  of  commerce  as  for  supplying  whal 
may  be  wanting  for  the  entire  re-establish- 
ment of  commerce,  on  the  foot  of  the  sai4 
treaties  and  conventions."  And  by  the 
sixth  Article  it  is  agreed,  "  That  comf 
missaries  should  be  nominated  within  fouf 
months  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica^ 
tions,  for  examining  and  deciding  the  re* 
spective  pretensions  which  related  to  the 
abuses  supposed  to  have  been  committed 
in  commerce,  as  well  in  the  Indies  as  in 
Europe,  and  all  the  other  respective  pre^ 
tensions  in  America,  whether  with  respect 
to  the  limits,  or  otherwise;"  and  they 
promise,  «*  to  cause  to  be  executed  puncu 
tually  and  exacthr,  what  should  be  so  de^- 
dded  by  the  said  commissaries,  within  silt 
months  after  their  making  their  report  ;** 
which  report  thejrwere,  by  the  eighth  At^ 
tide,  to  make  within  three  years,  to  be 
computed  from  the  day  of  the  signing  of 
that  treaty. 

Accordingly,  we  know.  Sir,  that  con». 
missaries  were  respectively  nominated-; 
but  by  various  accidents  the  meeting  of 
these  commissaries  was  delayed  till  the  bo^* 
ginning  of  the  year  1732 ;  and  therefore 
the  time  for  their  finishing  their  commit 
sion,  and  making  their  report,  was  pro^ 
longed  to  the  end  of  three  years  after  tbeit 
first  meeting;  so  that  the  negociations, 
upon  the  footing  on  which  they  are  at 
present,  cannot  be  said  to  have  commenced 
till  the  beginning  of  the  year  17S5,  an^ 
therefore  cannot  be  said  to  have  laiSted 
above  three  years ;  and  from  considering 
these  treaties,  especially  the  last,  and  the 
several  steps  that  have  been  made  by  ua 
sinc^  that  time,  it  must  be  granted,  I 
think,  that  we  have  done  all  that  a  pruderit 
and  wise  people  could  do  for  obtaining,  in 
a  peaceable  manner,  a  full  reparation  f<rr 
all  past  injuries,  and  an  absolute  security 
agamst  our  being  exposed  to  any  such  in 
time  to  come.  If  there  is  any  fault  there^. 
fore,  it  must  be  wholly  attributed  to  the 
Spaniards,  who  have  refused  or  neglected 
to  perform  the  repeated  solemn  engage- 
ments they  have  entered  into  with  us;  but 
with  regard  to  their  behaviour  towarcb 
us,  or  whether  the  braaehes  of  broaaisb^ 
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^h^y  have  been  guiltjr  .of  can  warrant  an 
kaniediate  niptare,  u  an>  enauiiy  which 
cannot  come  regularly  before  Uiis  Hoose ; 
|ior  ought  we,  by  our  constitution,  to  at- 
tempt any  such  enquiry:  it  is  an  enquiry 
which  ought  to  be  left  entirely  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's wisdom  and  justice ;  because,  from 
^ence  it  is  that  peace  or  war  must  be  de- 
termined ;  and,  I  hope,  it  will  be  admitted, 
that  our  pretending  to  determine  in  this 
case,  would  be  an  mcroachment  upon  the 
prerogatives  of  the  crown. 

The  parliament,  it  is  true.  Sir,  is  the 
great  and  the  supreme  council  of  the  na- 
tion, and  consequently  it  is  the  council  in 
which  our  King  oueht  to  put  his  chief 
confidence,  and  which  he  ought  to  consult 
•upon  all  important  a&irs,  when  those  af- 
iairs  are  brought  to  such  maturity,  or  to 
#uch  a  crisis,lBS  to  be  ripe  for  being  made 
|)ublic ;  but,  no  man  will  pretend,  that  the 
parliament  is  a  secret  council,  or  .that  any 
affair  ought  to  be  laid  before  parliament, 
till  it  can  be  safely  coipmunicated  to  the 
public  Negodattons  of  all  kinds  are  of 
such  a  nature,  that  while  they  continue  in 
the  shape  of  negodatibns,  they  ought  to 
he  kept  inviolably  secret ;  and,  it  is  for 
this  reasbn  that,  by  the  excellence  and 
.wisdom  of  our  constitution,  the  power  of 
soaking  peace  of  war  u  lodged  solely  in  the 
crown ;  oecanse,  for  the  g(Md  of  the  nation, 
it  is  absolutely  necessary,  that  all  the  steps 
we  make  towards  a  peace,  should  be  kept 
aecret,  till  a  treaty  is.actiially  concluded 
for  that  purnose ;  and  likewise  it  is  neces- 
sary, that  aU  the  steps  we  make  towards  a 
war,  nay,  even  our  preparations  for  war, 
should  be  keot  as  secret  as  possible,  till  a 
war  is  actually  declared,  or  at  least  just 
ready  to  be  declared.  In  the  present  case, 
if  our  negociations  with  Spain  should  end 
in  a  treaty,  which  I  hope  they  will,  and  I 
dare  say  every  gentleman  here  wishes  his 
country  so  well  as  to  hope  the  same,  his 
Majesty  will  then,  without  doubt,  commu- 
nicate that  treaty  to  his  parliament ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  our  present  negocia- 
.tions  should  prove  abortive,  if  his  Majesty 
ahould  at  last  find,  that  nothing  will  pre- 
▼ail  but  the  ultima  ratio  regvun^  he  will  cer- 
tainly make  such  alliances,  and  take  such 
measures,  as  he  in  his  great  wisdom, may 
think  proper  or  necessary*  for  rendering 
the  issue  of  that  war  advantageous  and 
glorious  to  this  nation ;  and  when  he  has 
not  only  fully  resolved  upon  war,  but  is 
.fully  prepared  fi^r  coming  to  an  open  rup- 
ture, ne  wUl  then  conununieate  to  his  par- 
iiameai  the  seyeral  steps  he  hat  takesi  and 
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all  the  papers  that  may  be  neceisary  for 
giving  Ihem  a  sufficient  light  into  the  ai&ir. 
This,  I  say.  Sir,  we  may  be  assured  of, 
from  his  Majesty's  known  wisdom,  and 
the  condescension  he  has  always  shewn  to- 
wards his  parliaments ;  therefore,  we  ougfal 
to  be  extremely  cautious  in  calling  foranj 
papers,  that  may  tend  towards  rendering 
public  any  present  negociation  his  Majesty 
may  be  engaged  in;  and  as  this  would 
probably  be  the  consequence  of  laying  aoj 
of  the  late  memorials  or  answers  from 
Spain  before  us,  we  ought  to  suspend  our 
curiosity,  till  his  Majesty  may  think  it  pro- 
per to  communicate  them. 

I  hope.  Sir,  I  have  now  clearly  fihewD, 
that  none  of  the  memorials  or  answen 
from  Spain  can  be  sakl  to  be  necesssnr  f<t 
any  enquiry  we  have  as  yet  jresohedon; 
and  that  the  communicating  of  any  cf  them 
to  this  House,  or  even  our  ctuMog  for 
them,  woi^d  be  of  dangerous  consequence. 
Then  as  to  the  unanimit3r  of  our  proceedr 
ings,  I  cannot  but  think  it  is  as  itrong  an 
argument  for  prevailing  with  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  mrae  the  motion,  to 
agree  to  the  amendment  proposed,  as  itcaa 
be  for  prevailing  with  my  honourable  j 
friend  to  withdraw  the  aroendmeflt  he  hai 
offered;  therefore,  whatever  regard  he 
may  have  for  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  was  so  good  as  to  offer  him  advi(^,  I 
hope  he  will,  upon  the  present  occaaoDt 
take  the  liberty  to  refuse  it;  and,  I  hope 
that  for  the  sake  of  unanimity,  the  has. 
gentleman  who  made  the  motion,  will  be 
the  first  to  agree  to  the  Amendment  that 
has  been  offered. 

Sir  William  Windham  spoke  next: 
Sir;  When  the  hon.  gentleman  who  pro- 
posed the  Amendment,  first  gave  hit  rea* 
sons  against  some  part  of  the  motion  that 
has  b^n  made  to  us,  I  was  pi^tty  muoi 
inclined  to  agree  with  4iim  in  opinion ;  but 
since  I  have  more  fully  considered  t^ 
circumstances  of  the  case  before  uSrSi^ 
have  h^rd  what  has  been  said  on  the  other 
side  of  the  question,  I  must  be  for  agreeiog 
to  the  motion  without  any  amendroenli 
therefore  I  hope  the  hon.  gentleman  wi^ 
take  the  advice  that  has  been  offered  bim, 
and  give  up  his  amendment,  notwithatand- 
ing  what  has  been  said  to  the,  contrary  by 
his  worthy  friend  near  him :  for,  I  thm*, 
no  man  can  more  effectu^y  shew  his  dii- 
interested  regard  for  the  good  of  his  co«m- 
try,  than  by  contributinff  as  much  as  be 
can  towards  shewing  to  the  world,  thatwe 
are  not  only  serious  but  unanimous  upoa 
the  present  occasion* 
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If  peao^  Sir»  be  a  desirable  thing  there 
isy  in  mj  opinioD,  nothing  that  will  contri- 
bute more  towards  our  t^ing  able  to  pro* 
cure  a  proper  redress,  in  a  peac^ble  man- 
ner, than  oilr  agreeing  unanimously  to  the 
motion  now  made  to  us.  I  make  no  ques- 
tion but  that  an  express  will  thisVery  night 
be  sent  to  the  court  of  Spain,  and  t  hope 
that  express  wiH  carry  the  news  not  only 
of  our  haring  agreed  to  this  motion,  but  of 
our  haring  unanimously  agreed  to  it.  This, 
I  say,  I  hope,  nay  I  most  heartily  wish  it 
may  be  so;  because  I  am  convinced,  that 
nothing  can  contribute  more  towards  pre- 
Tentm^  our  being  obliged  to  come  to  ex- 
tremities ;  for  I  am  sure  no  man  will  say 
but  duit  we  ought  to  come  to  extremities, 
rather  than  continue  any  longer  to  sit 
tamely  under  the  insults  and  mdignities 
that  have  been  put  upon  the  nation,  in  the 
persons  of  some  of  our  most  useful  sub- 
ject ;  and  the  best  way  of  obtaining  re- 
paration and  security  by  fair  means,  to 
shew  that  we  are  resolved  to  have  it  by 
foul,  if  it  cannot  be  otherwise  obtatneo. 
\i  by  our  behaviour  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion, it  should  be  made  apparent  to  the 
world,  and  particularly  to  the  court  of 
Spain,  that  this  is  our  resolution,  it  may 
probably  render  that  court  a  little  more 
pliable  than  oar  negotiators  have  ever  yet 
found  them ;  for  in  public  as  well  as  private 
Kfe,  the  surest  way  of  living  in  peace  and 
quiet,  is  to.  gain  and  preserve  the  charac- 
ter of  being  ready,  upon  any  just  provoca- 
tion to  try  the  fate  ot  a  combat. 

I  cannot  comprehend.  Sir,  why  it  has 
been  so  much  insisted  on  in  this  debate, 
that  it  is  the  interest  of  this  nation  to  keen 
op  a  good  correspondence  with  Spain :  I 
ttn  sure  it  is  as  much  the  interest  of  Spain 
to  keep  up  a  good  correspondence  with 
us,  as  It  is  our  interest  to  live  in  friendship 
with  them;  and  former  experience  has 
often  shewn,  that  they  have  more  reason 
to  be  afraid  of  a  rupture  with  us,  than  we 
have  to  be  afraid  of  a  rupture  with  them. 
They  have,  it  is  true,  of  late  years,  set  up 
■ome  pretences  which  are  inconsistent 
with  justice  and  the  rights  of  this  nation : 
they  have  plundered  our  merchants,  and 
maltreated  our  seamen;  and  they  have  ve- 
^^ued,  or  unreasonably  delayed,  to  give  us 
>Qy  proper  satisfaction.  What  can  this  be 
owing  to  ?  it  is  not  owing  to  their  being 
Vnorantof  their  own  interest,  or  o^  the 
dang^they  may  expose  themselves  to  by 
coming  to  an  open  rupture  with  us.  it 
BQust  be  owing  to  some  unaccountable  no- 
tisQthqr  hsve  bq;un  to  entertain,  that  we 


are  afraid  of  coming  to  an  open  rupture 
with  them ;  and  while  they  entertain  such 
a  notion,  they  will  never  do. us  justice  in  a 
peaceable  manner.  How  they  came  at 
first  to  conceive  such  a  notion  I  do  not 
know ;  but  I  must  say,  that  by  our  late  pa^ 
tience  and  forbearance,  not  only  they,  but 
all  the  world,  I  believe,  begin  to  think 
that  we  will  submit  to  any  thing  rather 
than  engage  in  a  war ;  and  while  this  opi« 
nion  prevaib,  we  may  live  iii  peace,  but  I ' 
am  sure  we  cannot  live  at  ease  or  in  quiet. 
It  is  therefore  high  time  to  resume  the  an<* 
cient,  and  what,  I  hope,  will  always  be 
found  to  be  the  true  character  of  this  na^ 
tion.  It  is  high  time,  it  is  even  become 
necessary  for  us  to  do  something  for  con- 
vincing the  worid  that  we  are  now,  and 
always  will  be,  ready  to  vindicate  our  ho- 
nour  by  force  of  arms,  when  we  cannot 
obtain  a  full  satisfaction  by  peaceable 
means ;  and  upon  the  present  occasion  wa 
can  do  this,  only  by  agpreeing  unanimously 
upon  the  most  vigorous  resolutions,  upon 
such  resolutions  as  ought  to  be  the  imme* 
diate  consequence  of  the  treatment  our 
merchants  and  sailors  have  met  with* 
ll)is  is  what  has  already  been  too  long  de- 
layed ;  and  it  is  what  cannot  now  be  regu* 
larly  done  without  our  having  first  seen, 
or  at  least  called  for,  those  very  papers 
which,  by  the  amendment,  are  proposed 
to  be  left  out  of  the  motion. 

From  what  I  have  said,  Sir,  it  will  ap« 
pear,  that  the  chief,  I  may  say  the  only  ar* 
gument  made  use  of  against  our  calling  for 
the  answers  or  memorials  from  Spain,  it 
really  one  of  the  strongest  arguments  for 
it.  The  chief  argument  made  use  of 
against  our  calling  for  these  papers  is 
founded  on  a  supposition,  that  the  laying 
of  suoh  papers  before  us  may  interrupt 
the  course  of  our  peaceful  negociations, 
and  involve  the  nation  in  a  war.  Now 
will  not  our  refusing,  or  even  delaying,  for 
sudi  a  reason,  to  call  for  papers,  which 
are  certainly  extremely  proper  to  be  looked 
into,  upon  the  present  occasion,  be  a  tes- 
timony of  our  bein^  terribly  afraid  of  in- 
volving th^  nation  m  a  war?  will  it  not 
confirm  the  notion,  which  I  am  afraid  the 
Spaniards  now  entertain  of  us  ?  will  it  not 
make  them  conclude  that  we  are  more 
afiraid  of  coming  to  an  open  rupture  with 
them,  than  we  are  fond  of  doing  justice  to 
our  injured  merdwnts  I  and  as  an  account 
of  this  day's  debate  will  certainly  be  sent 
to  the  court  of  Spain,  will  not  they  pre- 
sume from  thence,  that  they  may  still  put 
off  agreeing  to  any  reasonable  terms,  or 
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dfen'nga&ijFpioperaatis&cdon?  thiswiD, 
o£  course,  make  it  neceseary  for  us  to  come 
to  extremities;  so  that  like  those  private 
w^f  who  have  the  misfortune  to  nave  a 
sheepish  look,  or  too  much  modestv  in 
their  behaviour,  we. may  probably  draw 
ourselves  into, a  quarrel^  which  a  lifttle.de* 
cent  boldness  might  have  prevente<L 
From  whence  it  is  phin,  that  our  agreeing 
'  to  the  Amendment  the  hoo.  gentlaooan 
has  been  i^eased  to  offsr,  will  most  proba- 
bly lead  the  nation  into  what  he  seems  to 
be  most  afraid  of;  unless  he  thinks^  which 
I  am  sure  is  far  from  being  the  case,  that 
we  ought  to  bear  patiently  with  all  past 
injuries,  and  submit  tamely  to  all  future, 
rather  dian  run  the  risk  of  a  war. 

I  shall  grant,  Sir,  that  no  negociation, 
nor  any  material  paper  relating  to  it,  ought 
to  be  made  public,  till  that  negociation  be 
brought  to  a  period ;  but  where  neither 
pfirty  has  a  mind  to  amuse  and  deceive  the 
c^er,  every  nep;ociation  must  soon  be 
brought  to  a  period.  The  protracting  of 
any  negociation,  for  a  number  of  years,  is 
a.  certain  sign,  that  one  of  the  parties  at 
least  has  a  mind  to  amuse  and  deceive,  as 
might  be  oroved  by  a  vast  number  of 
examples ;  but  one  I  cannot  fbifoear  men- 
tioning upon  this  occasion,  because  it  is 
an  example  drawn  from  an  afly r  that  hap- 
pened between  us  and  the  very  kingdom 
with  which  we  are  now  said  to  be,  and 
with  which  we  have  long  been  carrying  on, 
what  I  am  afraid  irill  at  last  appear  ta  be 
a  fruitless  negociation.  The  example  I 
mean  is  that  negociation  which  we  carried 
on  with  Spain,  in  the  reign  of  James  I, 
about  the  marriage  of  his  son  the  prince 
of  Wales.  That  negociation  continued 
for  near  eight  yean ;  and  as  we  have  now 
sent  commissaries,  so  we  then  sent  the 
prince  of  Wales  and  the  prime  minister  to 
Spain,  without  any  effect :  but  at  last  it 
appeared  that  the  negociation  was  carried 
on  with  a  design  to  amuse  us,  and  to  keep 
us  quiet,  till  the  house  of  Austria  found 
.  means  to  ruin  almost  entirdy  the  Protes- 
tant interest. in  Germany;  and  I  do  not 
know  but  their  design  may  now  be,  to 
amuse  us,  and  keep  us  quiet,  till  our  trade 
be  entirely  ruined ;  which  will  be  the  case, 
if  we  go  on  with  negociating,  and  they 
with  plundering  and  seizing  our  merchant 
•hips,  but  for  a  few  years  longer. 

For  this  reaaon.  Sir,  as  the  present  ne- 
gociation has  already  continued  for  so 
many  years,  its  not  being  brought  to  a  pe- 
riod, i»  so  far  from  being  a  reason  for  our 
mpt  oaHfif^g  loK  A9y.  papers. vebrtii^  to  it. 


that  it  is  a  good  reason  for  our 
into  the  qegociatioa itself.  Fromt^ 
continuance  o€  our  pt^esent  negoclatioQi 
\f  ith  Spain,  there  is  groal  reason  to  sus* 
pect  they  have  hitherto  beea  arousing  u^ 
only ;  and  from  the  circumstanees  of  oar 
present  disputes  with  that  nation^  this  sui- 
picion  must  be  considerably,  increased: 
fo/  as  we  may  be  said  tabe  wintifi  only, 
and  ihej^  defendants^  which  1  an  sorry  fii^, 
it  is  their  interest  to  amuse  and  pretrsct, 
because  upon  the  ianie  thej  wiU  not  oily 
have  a  large  sum  to  pay  us,  but  ausl  give 
up  some  valuable  rights  th^  have  latdy 
begun  to  lay  daim  to ;  whereas  ve  hm^ 
been  of  late  so  Just  and  so  commUiissnt  ta> 
them,  that  we  have  dfeady  left  them  no* 
thing  to  ask. 

Now,  Sir,  if  this  be  the  oasoi  i^  there  is 
but  ground  to  suspect  that  aay  of  our  in- 
ferior  councils  have  allowed  themsdvei  to 
be  amused  and  deceived,  it  is  high  time  for 
the  supreme  and  chief  council  of  the  oa^ 
tion  to  take  the  neffociation  itself  into  their 
conrideration ;  and  for  thaS  purpose  to  csU 
for  all  papers  relating  to  it ;  in  order  that 
we  may  give  hia  Majesty  sndkt  advice  as 
ma^  be  bought  proper  upon  such  aa  so* 
casion.  Sudi  a  rcwduttoii  can  no  way 
tend  to  make  die  court  of  Spain  break  off 
conferences  with  us :  if  they  have  a  miod 
to  do  us  justice,  rather  than  came  to  an 
open  rupture,  it  would  naake  them  begin 
to  treat  with  us  upon  a  fairi  a  oendid,  and 
a  serious  footing,  which,  in  m^  apinion, 
they  have  never  yet  donet  btftifiney  ait 
really  resolved  to  cone  to  an  opea  rap- 
ture, rather  than  do  us  ius|ioe»  toe  effiecl 
of  such  a  resolution  would  then  indeed  be, 
not  to  make  them  break  off  confereoccs 
with  us,  but  to  make  us  bvaak  <#  confer 
rences  with  them ;  for  as  they  are  defen* 
dants  only,  it  is  their  businett  to  ne^<H 
ciate,  as  long  as  we  will  oegoeiate  witb 
them ;  and  as  we  ai«  plaintirai  only,  it  u 
our  business  to  insist  upon  a  speedy  soda 
categorical  answer ;  and  in  ease  of^refm* 
or  delay,  to  break  off  all  conferences,  m 
betake  ourselves  to  those  means,  whicb 
may  probably  prove  more  effectual.  Cas 
either  of  these  be  called  an  eflfect  whicb 
we  ought  to  be  afraid  of?  no.  Sir,  even  the 
last,  is  an  eflect  which  we  oughito  be  food 
off;  ibr  if  a  sufficient  redresaianot  tobe 
obtained  without  a  mpture^  tJle  seontf  ft 
come  to  it  the  better :  a  slate  of  wsrtf 
more  eligible  than  the  uooeitatB^  meogw 


state  we  are  in  at  present 

But  we  afe  now  toUi  Sini  Ihsl  tbe  prar 
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hatfe  na^eMtnued  ftr  above  three  jmre; 
apd  te  nroie  ibisi  the  hon.  gentleoiaii- who 
spoke  kil,  hflo  been  pleased  to  ^ive  u»  » 
img^aeeoitttC  of  the  many  treaties  lately 
coDcliuled  between  the  two  crowns.  No 
mn,  il  is  more  trpe,  is  move  able  than  he 
to  give  aa  account  q£  our  late  treaties  and 
negoeistioiiS4  and  I  shall  own  my  oUiga* 
tioiribr  the  exAet  aecotiot  he  has  given  of 
fisme  of  them ;  but  it  is  certain^  and  even 
thstbon.  gentleman  will,  1  believe^  allow, 
that  the  Spaniands  have  been  continuing 
that  enoroachments  and  depredations  al- 
DMSt  Without  intenvmtion  for  above  twenty 
mm;  and  he  will^ I  believe^  likewise  af* 
W,  that  as  yet  we  have  obtained  no  re- 
psrstion  for  pas^  injunes,  nor  any  security 
agsiost  iuture.r  What  is  it  then  appears 
hm  the  lon^  account  he  has  given  us  of 
the  late  tveatios  between-  Spain  and  us  ? 
does  it  not  from' tlMDoe  appear,  that  we 
hsve  been  for  above  toweoty  yeans  not  only 
DCgpeiatiag,  boi  actually  eoiicliiding  trea- 
tistii^vBiny  and  without  the  least  effect? 
what  hopes  other  gentlemen  may  put  in 
our  pnssent  negoctating  1  do  not  Know ; 
bu^fbr  my  part  I  must  declare,  that  1  put 
no  great  hopes  in  any  negociatton  we  can 
nnry  on,  or  aay  treaty  or  convention  we 
cui  make ;  and  I  must  think  I  am  justified 
ia  this  way  of  thinking,  by  the  account 
the  hon.  ^ntleman  has  been  pleased  to 
givo  us  ei  the  late  treaties  concluded  be- 
tveea  Spain  and  us.  By  these  treaties 
tbof  h«7e  two  or  three  tunes  already  ex<- 
piieBily  promised  full  reparation  and  sectt*^ 
nty :  thej^  have  as  yet  performed  none  o£ 
these  pfomises.  What  reason  have  we  to 
think,  they  will  be  more  faithful  ia  the 
perforaianoe  of  any  promise  they  ma^make 
Dy  the  next  treaty,  or  by  any  future 
tteatyf  I  am  sure,  if  they  do  ^ew  them- 
adves  mora  faithfbl  in  time  to  come,  it 
^)  not  prooeed  from  our  shewing  sueh  a 
backwaruness  in  coming  to  an  open  rup- 
ture with  them,  as  some  gentlemen  seem 
to  shew  upon  the  present  occasion.  No 
n&tion  in  the  world  will  perform  a  promise, 
though  made  by  the  most  solemn  treaty,  if 
it  be  against  their  interest  to  do  so  :  T* hey 
will  always  find  pretences  for  ddaying  or 
^ing  it,  if  .thev  think  they  can  do  sO 
with  safety ;  and  they  will  always  think  so, 
if  they  have  any  reasouto  believe,,  that 
^  nation^  in  whose  favour  it  was  made, 
tt  so  impotent  or  so  cowardly,  that  ^ey 
^not  attempt  in  a  hostile  manner  to 
"tveoge  an  infraction  of  a  solemn-  treaty. 
JIbi»,  L am.airaklt  Sir,  isthe  oase  be- 
ivrnt  We  hairerfaeaft  *ofiiile 


so  pasriso^  thatt  It  feae,  they  I  _ 

to^  thiols  we  will  net^  or  dare  net  cebae  t«« 
a»opea^  rupture  wii^  them ;  and  if  thioi 
be  their  way  of  thinkings  these  is  nothii» 
wiUi  alter  their  opinion,  but  a  wgpreus  and  * 
well  condueted  war:  so  that  by  oup  lengh 
suffering  and  eiUreme  readiness  to  obligo« 
them^  instead  of  avoidmg  a  war,  we  haif«» 
already  made  it  beoomenecessai^.  They^ 
may  grant  us  the  fiivour  of  anew  tiOMty : 
they  may  by  that  treaty  again'promiae  full 
reparation  and  security ;  but  it  they  con- 
tinue in  the  same  way  q£  thinking,  those 
promises  will  be  as  ifl  kept  as  any  oi  the 
former.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  therefore 
absolutely  improper  for  us,  upon  the  pre« 
sent  occasion,  to  shew  the  least  concern 
about  what  may  be  the  consequences  of 
any  resolution  proposed.  An  unanknoue 
and  hearty  concurrence  in  the  roost  vigo* 
roua  resolutions,  may  make  them  alter- 
their  opinion  of  us,  or  may  make  them* 
think,  that  we  are  resolved' to  alter  our 
conduct  with  respect  to  them  ;  and.  this  L 
take  to  be  the  only  way  of  avoiding  a  waiy. 
which  will  otherwise,  either'  now  or  vier^ 
soon  hereafler,  become  absolutely  UBanroiA* 
able ;  unless  we  are  resolved  alwayaUr 
submit  tamely  to  the  same  sort  oft  iiiiuriea> 
we  have  alr^y  suffered,  and  to  fo^t 
our  character  and  our  trade  in  every  part 
of  the  world. 

I  shall  readily  admit.  Sir,  that  it  wooUr 
be  ridieidous  in  us'to  talk  big,  or  to  come 
to  vigorous  resolutions,,  uponthis'  or  any 
other  occasion^  unlcas  those  reselatmiMH 
were  to^  be  followed  by  suitable  actions* 
Nay,  I  brieve,  it  would  be  ridiettloiia  in 
ue  to  fit  out  fbnmdahle  sqaadhma^  or  to 
take  great)  aimies  into  our  pay^,.  unless 
thoee  fiMs  and  those  armies  were  to  be- 
furnished  with  proper  orders  or  insliiio- 
tions  for  endiling  them  to  follow^  words 
with  hlows)  in  case  of  any  denial  or  uAsee* 
sonable  delay  of  jnsticeb^  I  kiraw  that 
threatening  naemorials  ana  but'  irords ; 
and,  I  believe,  the  hon.  genrieman  taUca 
from  experienee,  when'he  says^  thatseoh 
words  will*  always  be  cooteauaed^  if  peo» 
pie  imaeine  the^  are  not  to  be  immedi* 
ately  foQewed  with  suitable  aetionr:  Baft 
whatever  disrespect  may  have  been  sheim 
to  the  threatenmg  words  or  memoriais  of 
other  oouDcils,  I  hope  no  sign  of  disv^pu^c 
will  ever  beshewn  to  die  threatening  Jcoa» ' 
lutions  of  a  British  parliament.  I  mpa  He; 
naaien  will  ever  imagine,  that  snchwonir 
arenot  toiie  foUowMl  wilii  suitableaotionst> 
Thekmgdbmof^  Sjpaan^  ae  wellas  one  of' 
hep  nex*^neigfahomi».haai8liU. 
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xemember  the  resolutions  of  our  pariiament 
in  the  y^ar  1701-2.  From  the  behaviour 
of  the  oation  at  that  time,  and  £ot  dome 
years  after,  th^  must  conclude,  that  the 
threatening  i^olutions  of  a  British  parlia* 
ment  will  be  followed,  and  speedily  fol- 
lowed, by  suitable  actions.  They  have 
from  thence  ^ood  reason  to  conclude,  that, 
even  at  diis  time,  our  words  will  not  only 
be  followed  with  blows,  but  that  every 
blow  will  be  followed  by  another,  till  we 
bring  our  enemies  to  reasonable  terms; 
and  as  the  justice  of  our  cause  is  now  as 
great  as  it  was  then,  I  am  sure  our  ene- 
mies have  no  cause  to  expect  greater  fa- 
vour from  Providence,  than  they  met  with 
at  that  time  :  Therefore,  if  they  have  any 
hopes  of  success,  it  must  be  in  our  mis- 
eonduct,  or  in  the  supposed  weakness  of 
eur  councQs  ;  and  if  uiey  should  bring 
'  tilings  to  extremity,  I  hope  they  will  find 
themselves  disappointed  in  both. 

With  respect  to  the  general  resentment, 
that  now  prevails  over  the  whole  nation, 
against  the  depredations  committed  by  the 
Spaniards,  however  disa^eeable  it  may 
be  to  some  gentlemen,  I  nmst  declare, 
that  it  is  extremely  agreeable  to  me  ;  and 
'  it  is  so,  because,  1  think  it  is  just.  I  do 
not  really  know  what  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman means  by  saying,  that  it  has  been 
stirred  up  by  those  who  had  no  title  to 
stirit  up,  or  who  did  not  know  what  they 
were  about.  I  believe  it  has  been  stirred 
up  by  none  but  the  Spaniards  themselves  ; 
for  1  have  so  good  an  opinion  of  the  un- 
derstaading  of  my  countrymen  in  general, 
as  to  believe,  tlmt  their  judgment,  and 
consequently  their  resentmenty  as  well  as 
their  gratitude,  depends  upon  the  nature 
of  thmgs,  and  not  upon  what  may  be  said 
or  wrote  upon  any  subject.  For  this  rea- 
son, if  pone  of  the  actions  of  the  Spanish 
guarda  costas  had  been  uniust,  if  their 
behaviour  towards  our  merchants  had  not 
been  cruel  and  barbarous  as  well  as  uniust, 
I  believe  it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
have  stirred  up  such  a  general  resentment 
as  now  prevails  i^nst  them,  though  all 
the  best  pens  in  the  nation  had  been  as 
nluch  employed  to  throw  their  actions  into 
a  malicious  and  invidious  lif^ht,  as  some  of 
flie  worst  have  been  to  palliate  and  excuse 
or  rather  justify  their  behaviour  towards 
us.  I  must  therefore  think,  that  it  sig- 
nifies very  little  who  they  are  that  endea- 
vour to  stir  up  the  resentment  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  because,  if  there  is  a  just  cause  for 
itp  thehr  resentment  will  rise  of  course  ; 
id  if  there  is  no  cause  for  it,  no  art  or 
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persuasion  will  be  able  to  rdse  it  The 
resentment  of  the  nation'  is,  it  is  tnie, 
come  to  a  very  great  height  upon  the 
present  occasion,  and  if  it  should  evaporate 
Defore  it  produces  the  desired  effect,  it  is 
easy  to  foresee  who  will  deserve  to  be 
blamed :  but  though  there  are  no  people 
of  a  more  generous  and  forgiving  temper 
than  the  people  of  this  nation,  yet,  I  hope 
they  will  never  allow  their  resentment  to 
evaporate  :  I  hope  they  will  neither  forget 
nor  forgive,  till  they  see  justice  done  to 
such  of  their  countrymen  as  have  been 
injured,  and  a  full  satisfaction  made  to  the 
nation  for  the  insults  that  have  been  put 
upon  it. 

I  have  now,  I  hope,  shewn,  Sir,  that  if 
we  have  a  mind  to  take  the  best  method 
for  preventing  a  war,  or  obtaining  redress 
in  a  peaceable  manner,  we  ought  to  agree 
unanimously  to  the  motion  without  any 
amendment.  What  the  answer  from  the 
Crown  may  be,  I  shall  not  pretend  to  de- 
termine, because  i  know  nothing  of  the 
nature  of  any  ofthe  papers  called  for;  but 
surely  our  addressing  to  have  them  laid 
before  us  can  be  of  no  prejudice.  Suppose 
his  Majesty  should  think  it  inconsistent 
with  the  public  safety  to  lay  some  of  those 
Papers  before  us,  his  being  obliged  to  tell 
us  so  can  give  him  no  disquiet ;  because  it 
is  a  proper  answer,  and  an  answer  which 
this  House  has  generally  been  satisfied 
with :  it  is  an  answer  which  caiinot  make 
any  man,  that  lias  a  weight  in  any  foreign 
council,  nor  any  man  of  common  under- 
standing at  home,  suppose  that  there  is 
the  least  disagreement  between  his  Ma- 
jejsty  and  his  Parliament ;  because  we  can- 
not suppose  the  ministers  of  any  foreign 
court  we  have  to  do  with,  nor  any  man  of 
common  sense  at  home,  so  ignorant  bf  our 
constitution,  as  not  to  know  that  the  Par- 
liament always  leaves  it  to  the  Ciown  to 
determine  what  Papers  are  fit  to  be  laid 
befi)re  them ;  and  never  ifisist  upon  a  sight 
of  any  paper,  after  the  Crown  has  told 
them  that  it  is  not  safe  to  make  ti  pubKc, 
unless  when  they  have  reason  to  suspect, 
that  such  an  answer  proceeds  from  evil 
counsel,  and  from  the  selfish  ends  of  s 
minister,  in  order  to  con.ceal  some  criminal 
or  false  step  he  has  been  guilty  of.  Then, 
indeed,  the  Parliament  would  probably 
insist  upon  having  such  a  Paper  laid  before 
them,  and  might  perhaps  address  the 
King  to  know  who  advised  him  to  send 
such  an  answer ;  and  then  it  might  be 
supposed,  both  abroad  and  at  home,  that 
there  was  no  great  harmony  between  ths 
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King  and  his  Parliament^  or  at  least  be- 
tween Mi  ministers  and  his  Parliament ; 
but  surely,  neither  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  ^oke  last,  nor  any  other^  has  -the 
least  ^ound  to  sospect  that  thirmaybe 
the  case  at  present;  and  if  it  were,  it 
would  be  the  strongest  argument  for 
agreeing  to  the  motion,  to  the  end  that  the 
Padiament  might  have  an  opportwiity  of 
remofing  such  ministers  from  hb^  ma- 
jesty's councils ;  for  if  such  men  were  at 
the  helm  of  our  affiurs,  which  I  am  sure 
is  not  the  case  at  present,  we  could  nei- 
ther expect  regard  or  confidence  from 
/oreign  states,  nor  any  honestjjr  or  good 
conduct  in  our  own  affiurs,  with  respect 
either  to  oeace  or  war. 

Thus,  I  think,  it  appears.  Sir,  that  our 
calling  for  the  memories  or  answers  from 
Spain  can  be  attended  with  no  bad  con- 
leqsence,  even  supposing  them  to  be  such 
as  cannot  be  safely  communicated ;  and  I 
have  shewn,  that  our  not  calling  for  them 
may  be  attended  with  the  most  fatal  con- 
^uence,  by  confirming  the  court  of  Spain 
in  the  notion  the^  seem  to  entertain  or  us, 
that  we  are  afraid,  and  will  rather  submit 
to  any  thing,  than  come  to  an  open  rup- 
ture with  mem.  But  we  are  told,  we 
ought  not  to  call  for  them,  because  we 
have  now  no  occasion  for  them ;  and  to 
ihew  we  have  no  occasion  for  them,  it  is 
^d,  that  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution 
ve  have  come  to,  we  cannot  regularly,  at 
&Bt,  enter  into  any  enquiry,  but  that  of 
Ae  truth  of  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  Pe- 
titions now  presented  to  us.  This  I  am 
surprized  to  hear  from  a  gentleman  so 
well  acquainted  with  the  facts  set  forth  in 
the  Petitions,  and  so  much  a  master  of 
the  customs  and  methods  of  proceeding  in 
Parliament.  Sir,  we  have  no  occasion  for 
iQcb  an  enquiry  but  for  fiorm's  sake 
nierelv.  We  all  know  the  facts  are  true ; 
and  if  we  proceed  no  further,  I  shall  be 
lorry  we  liave  gone  so  far ;  for  we  shall 
then  only  leave  upon  record,  in  tlie  jour- 
^  of  Parliament,  a  testimony  of  the  in- 
.tults  and  injuries  we  have  tamely  suffered, 
which  is  a  testimony  that  can  no  way 
contribute  to  the  honour  of  the  nation.; 
and  therefore  we  ought  to  be  so.  far  from 
recording,  that,  if  it  were  possible,  we 
<^t  to  prevent  its  being  handed  down  to 
posterity.  If  we  look  but  mto  the  prayer 
oi'the  Petitions  presented  to  us,  we  must 
Ke  we  have  something  else  to  do,  than 
>>)^Iy  to  enquire  into  the  truth  of  facts. 
'The  Petitioners  beseech  us,  **  To  provide 
*qA  4^  timely  and  adequate  remedy^  as 


may  put  an  end  to  all  insults  and  diBpre- 
dations  on  the  British  subjects;  and  to 
procure  such  relief  for  the  unhappy  su^* 
ferers,  as  the  nature  of  their  case,  and  Uie 
justice  of  their  cause,  reauire."  Are  wq 
not  then,  in  pursuance  ot  our  resolution^ 
to  endeavour  to  provide  such  a  remedy, 
and  procure  such  rehef  ?  And  is  it  pos* 
sible  for  us  to  determine  what  may  be  a 
proper  remedy,  what  may  be  a  proper  re> 
lief,  wiUiout  seeing  what  the  court  of 
Spain  have  offered,  and  what  they  pretend 
in  justification  of  themselves  ? 

There  are  but  two  ways,  Sir,  of  nrth 
vidmg  a  remedy,  or  procuring  any  relief: 
it  must  be  done  either  by  force  of  arms,  or 
by  negociadon ;  and  which  of  these  me* 
thods  may  be  most  proper,  is  what  we  are 
to  determine;  it  is  what  we  have  Jn  some 
measure  already  resolved  to  determme,  hj 
resolving  to  take  the  Petitions  into  our 
consideration :  for  this  purpose  we  jmu^ 
necessarily  examine  into  the  whole  of  our 
past  negociations,  whether  they  appear  iti 
the  form  of  negociation  or  of  treaty,  as  yek 
neither  fulfilled,  nor  any  way  observed. 
Whidi  of  those  metliods  may,  upon  the 
enquiry  we  have  resolved  on,  appear  to  bjS 
most  proper,  I  shall  not  now  take  upon  me 
to  determine ;  but  in  this  affidr  we  have 
already  made  use  of  so  mucb^  ink  and  pa- 
per without  any  effect,  that  I  am  afraia  it 
will  appear  necessary  for  us  to.  begin  to 
make  use  of  another  sort  of  ammunition. 
We  have  already  found  there  is  no  trust 
to  be  put  even  m  treaties,  and  therefore, 
after  we  have  thoroughly  examined  into 
this  affiur,  it  may  be  the  opinion  of  this 
House,  diat  we  must  now  have  reopurse  to 
tliat,  in  which  we  have  always  found,  in 
which  I  hope  we  always  shall  find,  our 
chief  and  greatest  security,  I  mean.  Sir, 
the  weight  of  our  metal,  and  the  sharpness 
of  our  swords. 

Now,  suppose.  Sir,  we  should  come  to 
such  a  resolution ;  suppose  we  should  upon 
inquiirfindthatno  effectual  remedy  can  be 

Erovided,nor  any  sufficient  relief  procured, 
ut  by  force  of  arms ;  that  resolution  to  be 
sure,  is  to  be  offered  to  his  Majesty  by 
way  of  advice.  In  so  doing  we  encroach 
upon  none  of  the  prero^tives  of  the 
crown:  we  do  that  only  which  is  our  duty ; 
for  we  are  obliged  to  c^er  what  we  think 
the  most  wholesome  advice  to  our  sove- 
reign. Neither  do  we  communicate  to  the 
public  the  sdcrets  of  any  negociation, 
while  it  continues,  or  ought  to  continue,  in 
the  shape  of  a  negociation  ;  we  only  give 
our  opinion  that  it  ought  not  to  be  conti- 
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anadinlhat  Aapernkjlofogor;  m 
^y. if  the  iMilasioeiit'tlniik  m,  they  iwre  a 
4ngfat<lonj«o,aiid  to^oMnnuiiiicate  their 
ihoi^^itty  by  wsy  of  addran,  to  his  Mar 
jeitjr.  Thepower  of  rndKingipeaoe^n'  war 
My  be  fldefcf  lodged  m  the  crovni;  bottfae 
^aniflinent  tertainly  hare  a  right  to  adviw 
and  addrett  against  the  oontinoance  of 
f>eace,  when  th^  think  it  eamwt  he  con<- 
dnuad  with  honour,  as  well  as  they  have  a 
vight  to 'advise  and  address  against «  war, 
which  they  think  cannot  be  prosecitted 
with  advantaffe.  This  is,  in  my  opinion, 
Ae  prindpal  enquiry  we  are  to  make, 
mhien  we  take  these  patitionaislp  our  con- 
aideration :  we  are  to  lenquioe,  n^hether 
•there  be  any  piobability  of  obtainiqg  what 
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hitdy  refuse  to  do  us  justice,  we  may 
easily  nerauade  them,  Ihat  our  iMtience 
piwceeaed  not  from  our  fear,  but  mm  our 
prudence;  but  tliis  is  not  to  be  done  bj 
any  resolutions  of  this  House ;  it  is  to  be 
done  only  by  fleets  and  annieB,  after  bi* 
Majesty  has'  tokl  us  that  nothing  else  wiH 
prevaiL  For  this  reason,  as  long  ss  there 
IS  the  least  ground  to  hope,  that  the  couit 
•of  Spain  may  beprevailed  on  by  peaceable 
means  to  gire  ear  to  reason,  we  ought  oot 
to  do  any  thing  that  may  tend  to  interrupt 
or  retard  any  negociatian,  that  vaatj  be 
canrying  on  ror  that  purpose :  and  that  ve 
mgfi  not  as  yet  intirely  destitute  of  aid 
hopes,  aaust  be  nresumed ;  becscae,  we 
may  be  assured,  tnat4w  aoeoas  this  codmi 
to  be  our  case,  his  Majesty  <wUI  imply  in 


Ae  petitieoers  pray  ror,  in  a  ^Maoeable  ^    ^ 

ananner ;  and  upon  such  an  enquiry,  I  am  I  the  most  solemn  mannerfto4iis  punauBesti 

Buse,  we  can  come  to  no  determination,  j  bath  for  advioe  and  — 

without  seeing  those  papem  that  are  pro- 1 

posed  by  the  amendment  to  be  left  out  of ; 

the  motion :  therefore  I  hope,  the  hon.  gen- 


tleman  will  withdraw  his  Amendment,  and 
leave  it  to  his  Majea^,  •who  is  the  only 
f>roper  judge,  to  detemuDe,  whether  tbie 
papers  now  moved  for,  are  such  as  may  be 
aa&ly  communicated  to  the  House. 

'Mr.  Henrj/  Pel/utm  rose  and  said : 

Sir';  I  must  say,  I  am  sorry  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  spoke  last,  did  not  continue 
in  his  first  opinion  ;  for  I  am  always  fond 
of  having  an  opportunity  to  join  with  him 
in  the  same  sentiments ;  but  upon  the  pre- 
aent  occasion  1  caonot ;  because,  I  thmk, 
the  hon.  gantlensan  who  proposed  the 
Amendment,  gave  such  reasons  for  what 
he  {>ropooed,  as  neither  have,  nor,  in  my 
•opunon,  can  be -answered.  I  shall  admit, 
w,  that  it  is  as  necessary  for  a  nation  to 
^preserve  its  chaimcter  amone  neighbours, 
-as  it  is  for  a  private  man ;  but  whatever 
opinion  the  court  of  Spain  may  entertain 
of  ouir  courage,  or  of  our  unwillingness  to 
oome  to  an  open  rupture  with  them,  I  shall 
never  befor  doing  any  thing  that  may  tend 
towards  involving  this  nation  into  an  un- 
aeoessary  war,  f£r  the  sake  'Only  of  making 
that  nation  belisfve  we'are  no  way  afraid 
of  them.  The  character  of  this  nation  for 
resolution  ahd  courage  is  already  so  well 
•established,  that  we  hare  no  occasion  for 
making  use  of  any  sort  of  hectoring  ex- 
pressions, in  order  to  convince  the  world, 
that  we. are  not  afraid  of  the  Spaniards, 
•whom  the  gentlemen  who  are  for  «  war 
represent  as  a  very  feeble  enemy.  There- 
fore, if  imon  any  false  and  ill-grounded 
opinion  or  our  timidity,  they  thouldabso- 


As  for  the  last  answer  or  memorklftoa 
Spain,  I  do  not  prrtend.  Sir,  to  kao«r  whtt 
it  is ;  but  I  have  been  been  assured  fron 
asthorily  whkh  I  have  no  reason  to  a» 
pact,  that  it  can  no«»y  be  looked  onwi 
final  answer.  It  is  ao  nir  from  beiagafUt 
denial  of  justice,  tliat  it  seems  to  shew  an 
inclination  towards  doing  justice,  sssooc 
as  some  disputed  facts  can  be  deared  op: 
and  I  am  told  it  may  admit  of  such  expla- 
nations, as  may  put  an  end  to  all  our  dif- 
ferences in  a  peaceable  manner ;  nay,  I 
have  good  reason,  I  thi^k,  to  suppoie  it 
such  a  one;  for  if  it  had  been  otherwise,  I 
am  convinced  his  Majesty  would  have  di- 
rectly ordered  it  Jto  have  been  laid  before 
the  House.  Suppose  it  dien  such  an  an- 
swer as,  by  proper  exphmadons,  may  byi 
foundation  nir  our  obtaining  full  satisnc- 
tion  and  security,  in  a  peaceable  manner; 
I  should  be  glad  to  know  how  ihoee  expla- 
nations are  to  be  obtained.  The  solf 
way  of  obtaining  «ny  «uch,  mmt  be  hy 
a  new  memorial  from  this  court  to  itat « 
Spain,  by  way  of  reply  to  tiMNrJsat  answer; 
but  if  we  order  their  Iset  answer  to  be 
laid  before  Uiis  House,  we  shall,  in  )agfeflt 
measure,  put  it  out  of  his  Majesty's  power 
to  send  any  such  reply  ;  for  in^t^t  esse,! 
believe,  none  of  his  MtAetifs  servanB 
would  venture  to  advise  him  to^send  a  re- 
ply, or  to  give  their 'Opinion  what  wrtrf 
reply  ought  to  be  sent,  until  the  parltam^t 
had  .thoroughly  examined  into  the  sttTf 
and  had  come  to  such  resolutioas  m  dMjr 
should  think  proper  upon  the  ocoBsioB. 
This  the  parlkuneut  may  net  be  able  to  do 
till  towaros  the  end  of  the  session,  duritf 
which  time  the  negociatienbetweenthetwo 
eourts  must  be  •ai-an  eatire  jrtasd ;  whoit- 
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as,  if  it  be  left  to  his  Majesty,  to  send  such 
a  reply  as  he  may  think  most  proper,  the  ne- 
^]Bti(m  may  before  that  time  oe  brought 
\o  some  period  or  another ;  and  in  our  pre- 
sent circumstances,  I  am  sure,  nothing  can 
be  cS  advantage  to  this  nation,  that  will 
oeceesarily^but  needlessly, occasion  a  delay 
in  adjusting  our  differences  with  the  court 
of  Madrid. 

From  hence.  Sir,  I  think  it  is  evident, 
that  our  calling  for  the  last  memorial  from 
Spain  would  be  imprudent ;  and  whatever 
oecessity  there  may  be  for  our  seeing  the 
last  or  any  of  the  memorials  from  that 
court,  before  "^e  can  come  to  any  final 
determination,  relating  to  the  petitions  we 
have  resolved  to  take  into  our  considera- 
tJoQ,  yet  that  necessity  neither  does,  nor 
can  now  appear ;  and  therefore,  I  do  not 
tliink  there  is,  as  yet,  the  least  occasion 
for  our  calling  for  any  of  tliese  memorials. 
In  the  course  of  the  enquiry  we  are  re- 
solved to  make,  it  may  appear  necessary 
for  us  to  have  all  those  memorials  laid  be- 
fore us,  and  when  that  does  appear,  I  shall 
be  ready  to  join  with  other  gentlemen  in 
any  proper  motion  for  that  purpose ;  but 
till  then,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  delayed, 
because  our  immediately  calling  for  them, 
especially  the  last,  may  be  attended  with 
some  inconvenience,  and  because  such  a 
delay  can  but  very  little,  if  any  way,  retard 
our  proceedings  with  respect  to  the  affitir 
noM'  before  us.  By  the  resolution  you 
have  come  to,  it  will  be  near  a  fortnight 
before  you  begin  to  take  this  affair  into 
your  consideration ;  and  as  some  things 
nny  intervene,  that  may  oblige  you  to  put 
off  the  entering  upon  it  for  some  days 
longer;  and  likewise,  as  you  may  meet 
mth  interruptions  in  the  course  of  your 
enquiry ;  I  must  reckon  it  will  be  near 
three  weeks,  it  may  be  more,  before  vou 
can  know  positively,  whether  there  will  be 
any  necessity  for  your  having  any  of  those 
memorials  laid  before  you;  therefore  you 
may,  I  think,  without  the  least  inconve- 
nience, delay  calling  for  any  of  them  for 
tvo  or  three  weeks  at  least.  In  the  mean 
time,  his  Majesty  may  have  sent  to  the 
court  of  Spain  a  reply  to  their  last  answer, 
and  then  your  calhng  for  that  answer  can 
DO  way  interrupt  the  course  of  the  nego- 
ciation,  nor  can  it  be  attended  with  such 
dangerous  consequences,  as  your  calling 
for  it  now  mfty  be  attended  with ;  nay,  I 
do  not  know  but  that,  if  a  reply  be  imme- 
diatel3r  sent,  demanding  the  necessary  ex* 
plaoations,  and  insisting  upon  a  catefforical 
ifiswer,  which  I  ain  convinced  his  Mtjes- 
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ty  will  do  with  all  possible  dispatch ;  I  do 
not  know,  I  say,  but  that  in  this  case,  a 
new  memorial  may  arrive  from  the  court 
of  Spain,  before  it  be  necessary  for  you  to 
come  to  any  resolutious  relating  to  this 
affiur ;  and  Uiat  new  memorial  wiU  certain- 
ly have  a  great  influence  upon  your  resor 
lutions,  as  well  as  upon  his  Majesty's  fu- 
ture conduct  with  regard  to  Spam. 

I ,  shall  grant.  Sir,  that  in  case  of  our 
calling  for  any  papers,  it  is  a  proper 
enough  answer  from  the  crown,  to  tell  us, 
they  are  of  such  a  nature,  that  Uiey  cannot 
be  safely  communicated ;  but  on  Uie  other 
hand,  I  believe  it  will  be  allowed,  that  such 
an  answer  from  the  crown  is  unusual ;  and 
the  reason  of  its  being  so,  is,  because  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  have  generally  taken 
care  to  call  for  no  papers  but  such  as 
might,  in  all  appearance,  be  safely  com- 
municated. Now,  though  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  know  what  is  in  the  last  memorial 
or  answer  from  Spain,  yet  from  its  havine 
arrived  so  lately,  we  may,  I  think,  wiw 
probability,  if  not  with  certainty,  conclude, 
that  it  is  a  paper  which  ought  not  yet  to 
be  made  public ;  and  therefore,  however 
proper  such  an  answer  from  the  crown 
may  be,  I  must  think  such  an  application 
from  tliis  House  would  not  be  altogether 
so  proper  at  present.  For  this  reason,  I 
think,  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  the 
custom  of  parliament,  and  more  proper  for 
us  not  to  call  for  any  of  the  memorials  from 
Spain,  but  to  leave  it  entirely  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, to  order  such  of  them  to  be  laid 
before  us,  as  he  shall  think  may  be  safe- 
ly communicated;  and  tliis  he  will  cer- 
tainly do  in  due  time,  if  there  be  any  thing 
in  any  of  these  memorials,  that  may  require 
the  consideration  of  parliament. 

After  what  I  have  said.  Sir,  I  hope  gen- 
tlemen will  excuse  me  if  I  say,  that  1 
think  it  would  be  rash  and  precipitate  in 
us,  to  call  for  all  or  any  of  these  memorials 
at  present ;  and  though  we  had  them  all 
beiore  us,  I  must  think,  it  would  be  still 
more  rash  in  us  to  come  to  any  violent  or 
threatening  resolutions,  unless  liiis  Majesty 
had  before  told  us,  that  he  had  no  farther 
hopes  of  obtaining  full  satisfaction  in  8 
peaceable  manner;  for  even  in  private 
life,  let  a  man  be  never  so  much  inclined 
to  do  justice,  or  to  make  reparation,  he 
would  not  like  to  be  publicly  threatened 
into  it ;  the  attempting  to  make  use  of 
such  a  method,  woiild  probably  make  him 
stand  upon  a  punctilio  of  honour,  and  re- 
fuse, at  least  tor  that  time,  to  do,  what  be 
would  have  doB«  with  great  alacrity,  if  it 
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had  been  required  of  him  in  a  discreet  and 
prudent  manner. 

It  is  truey  Sir,  the  negociations  between 
Spain  and  us  have  already  continued  too 
long,  and  it  must  be  granted,  they  have 
not  as  yet  had  any  great  effect ;  but  if  we 
consider  the  multitude  of  complaints  that 
are  upon  both  sides,  (for  the  court  of  Spain 
have  their  complaints,  and  have  demands 
to  make,  as  well  as  we)and  the  great  dis- 
tance of  the  places  where  our  mutual  com- 
plaints are  to  be  examined,  we  cannot 
think  it  strange,  that  our  negociations 
have  not,  as  yet,  been  brought  to  aUnal 
issue.  I  do  not  mention  this,  Sir,  with  a 
design  to  make  any  excuse  for  the  be- 
haviour of  the  Spaniards  to  us,  or  to  jus- 
tify all  the  delays  they  have  been  guilty 
of.  I  mention  it  only  to  shew,  that,  not- 
withstanding the  length  of  the  negocia- 
tions between  us,  we  ought  not  to  con- 
clude, that  the  court  of  Spain  designs  only 
to  amuse  and  deceive  us ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  we  ought  to  presume  there  may 
still  be  some  hopes  of  our  being  able  to 
obtain,  in  a  peaceable  manner,  as  much 
as  we  ccm  expect  by  the  most  successful 
war :  and  if  this  can  be  done,  it  will  cer- 
tainly be  a  great  saving  both  of  men  and 
money  to  the  nation.  That  his  Majesty 
thinks  he  has  still  good  reason  to  entertain 
some  such  hopes,  we  may  be  assured  of; 
otherwise  he  would  have  provided,  before 
this  time,  for  obtaining  by  force,  what  he 
found  he  could  not  obtain  by  peaceable 
means,  and  would  have  applied  to  parlia- 
ment in  the  most  solemn  manner  for  that 
purpose.  Therefore,  rather  than  do  any 
thing  that  may  put  an  end  to  all  such 
hopes,  I  think  we  ought  to  return  thanks 
to  nis  Majesty,  and  extol  the  wisdom  and 
goodness  he  has  hitherto  shewn,  by  put- 
tins  a  force  upon  his  natural  inclinations, 
and  sacrificing  that  dazzling  glory  which 
is  obtained  by  victories  and  triumphs,  to 
that  solid  and  true  glory,  which  is  the  just 
reward  o(  those  kings,  who  make  the  pre- 
servation of  the  lives  and  properties  of 
their  subjects,  their  chief  and  greatest  con- 
cern. 

Afler  Mr.  Pelham,  several  gentlemen 
spoke  for  and  against  the  Amendment 
proposed ;  but  we  shall  only  give  what  was 
said  by  sir  John  Barnard,  and  sir  Charles 
Wager. 

Sir  John  Barnard  spoke  to  this  effect : 

Sir ;  In  alf  debates  of  this  nature,  gen- 
tlemen ought  to  be  very  cautious  how  Uiey 
jua  aiiy  pataUela  betwixt  public  and  pn- 
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vate  transactions.  We  have  heard  a  good 
deal  with  rega  d  to  the  prudential  consi- 
deration of  our  agreeing  to  the  present 
motion :  but  give  me  leave  toobser\'e,  Sir, 
that  the  character  of  a  nation  is  very  difie- 
rent  from  that  of  a  private  man.  A  pri- 
vate man  that  has  once  established  a  rejpo* 
tation  for  wisdom  and  courage,  may  easily, 
and  generally  does,  preserve  that  repute 
tion  as  long  as  he  lives ;  but  whaterer  re* 
putation  a  state  or  kingdom  may  acquire  at 
any  one  time,  is  so  far  from  continuing  ai 
long  as  that  state  or  kingdom  subsisUf 
diat  on  the  contrary,  the  reputation  ac* 
quired  under  one  King,  or  one  adminis- 
tration, alwajTS  expires  as  soon  as  that 
king  or  administration  expires ;  and  thi 
successors  must  always  begin  afresh  to  ac- 
(^uire  and  establish  a  character  for  the  na- 
tion under  their  administration.  A  nation 
may  acquire  the  highest  character,  thtf 
greatest  esteem,  under  one  reign  or  admi- 
nistration, and  yet  sink  into  the  lowest 
contempt  under  the  very  next  This 
was  the  case  of  this  nation,  in  the  reigns 
of  Edward  1  and  Edward  2 ;  in  the  reigns 
of  Edward  3  and  Richard  2 ;  in  the  reigni 
of  Hennr  5  and  Henry  6;  and  m  the 
reigns  of  our  wise  queen  Elizabeth  and  hec 
successor  James  1. 

It  is  in  vain  therefore.  Sir,  to  pretend, 
that  the  character  of  this  nation  is  esu- 
blished,  or  that  we  can  now  depend  upon 
the  character  we  acquired  in  any  former 
reign,  or  under  any  former  administration: 
for  our  present  character,  we  cannot  look 
beyond  the  date  of  the  present  adminis- 
tration. Now,  as  his  Majesty's  name  ought 
never  to  be  mentioned  in  any  of  our  de- 
bates ;  as  nothing  that  is  said  by  any  gen- 
tleman in  this  House,  can  be  supposed  to 
relate  to  the  King,  but  to  the  ministers  for 
the  tinie  being  only;  I  may  therefore 
beg  leave  to  desire  gentlemen  to  lay  their 
hands  upon  their  hearts,  and  declare,  what 
sort  of  character  they  think  this  nation  h« 
acauired  under  our  present  administration, 
which,  I  must  observe,  began  before  hi> 
Majesty's  accession,  and  began  with  a 
treaty  of  peace  between  Spain  and  a«, 
which  I  never  did,  nor  ever  shall  intirely 
approve  of.  If  upon  this  footing,  gentle- 
men will  examine  into  the  character  *« 
may  at  present  be  supposed  to  have  aiDong 
our  neighbours,  I  am  afraid  it  will  b« 
found  not  to  be  a  very  advantageous  one, 
at  least  with  respect  to  our  courage,  or 
readiness  to  tiy  the  fete  of  war,  in  case  of 
any  injury  or  insult  being  put  upon  us. 

I  shall  graat^  Sir»  that  geoonUy  sp«^- 
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ing,  peflc6  18  better  than  war ;  but  it  is 
not  always  8o:  a  dishonourable  peace  is 
worse  thim  a  destructive  war;  it  is  better 
for  a  nation,  as  well  as  a  private  man,  to 
cease  to  be,  than  to  subsiist  in  the  wretch- 
ed state  of  sufieriDg  conttaual  insults  and 
indi^ities ;  and  if  under  the  present  ad- 
ministration, we  have  lost  a  great  part  of 
the  character  we  sained  in  former  times ; 
if  oar  neighbours  have  begun  to  think,  that 
we  will  bear  with  any  infractions  of  trea- 
ties, radier  t:ian  engage  in  a  war,  which  I 
hope  18  not  the  case ;  we  may  cajole  and 
flatter  ourselves  with  obtaining  redress  by 
peaceful  ne^ciationa  or  treaties;  but 
while  our  neighbours  entertain  such  a  no- 
tion of  us,  I  am  fully  convinced  it  will  be 
impoasible.  If  our  enemies  are  not  yet 
fmj  prepared  to  ruin  us,  if  they  think 
they  may  soon  have  a  better  opportunity 
than  the  present  for  giving  us  some  finish- 
mg  blow,  they  may  for  some  time  amuse 
us  with  Degodations  or  congresses,  they 
may  even  voudisafe  to  grant  us  a  conven- 
tion or  a  treaty ;  but  these  will  appear  at 
last  to  be  nothing  but  expedients,  artfully 
ccmtrived  by  them,  and  foolishly  or 
treacherously  submitted  to  by  us,  for  mak- 
ing our  ruin  the  more  complete  and  the 
more  inevitable.  During  these  very  nego- 
ciationa,  and  notwithstanding  the  treaties 
they  may  vouchsafe  to  grant  us',  being 
convinced  the^  may  do  it  with  impunity, 
they  wiQ  contmue.to  put  the  same  indig- 
nities on  us,  till  we  are  reduced  so  low  by 
our  sufierings,  that,  like  a  man  who  has 
too  long  neglected  a  wasting  distemper, 
we  shall  not  have  sufficient  strength  left 
for  making  use  of  that  remedy,  which,  if  it 
had  been  implied  in  time,  would  have  pro- 
duced a  certain  cure. 

I  shall  not  pretend.  Sir,  to  be  a  compe- 
tent judge  of  our  conduct  for  several  years 
past;  I  shall  not  pretend  to  say  positively 
what  we  have  done,  or  what  we  might 
have  done ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  we  have 
had  several  opportunities  for  inducing,  if 
not  compelling  the  Spaniards,  and  like- 
wise some  other  of  our  neighbours,  to  give 
us  full  satisfaction  for  injuries  past,  which 
would  have  been  the  best  security  against 
any  such  for  the  future;  nay,  I  am  of  opi- 
nion, we  might  have  prevented  most  of  tne 
indignities  put  upon  us,  without  involving 
the  nation  in  a  war.  If  my  information 
be  right,  our  neighbours  the  Dutch  have 
&Uen  upon  a  way  of  preventing  such  in- 
dignities, without  involving  themselves  in 
«  war.  I  shall  not  affirm  it  for  a  truth,  but 
we  have  been  told,  that  they  have  lately 
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taken  a  method  with  the  Spaaish  Guarda 
Costasy  which  wil^  make  them  a  little 
more  cautious,  at  least  with  respect  to 
them,  in  time  to  come :  they  have  fitted 
out  ships  proper  fbr  the  purpose,  and 
when  they  nave  found  Guarda  Costas  not 
properly  commissioned,  or  such  as  had 
seized  or  plundered  any  of  their  ships,  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  nations,  and  to  the  in- 
structions they  had  from  those  who  gav« 
them  their  commissions,  they  have  treated 
them  as  pirates,  and  have  hpng  them  up 
at  the  yard's  arm  as  soon  as  taken.  This 
is  what  has  been  commonly  reported;  and 
it  calls  to  my  mind  a  story  I  have  heard  of 
a  gentleman,  who  received  a  box  on  the 
ear  from  a  famous  bully  at  a  coffee-house. 
The  gentleman,  it  seems,  had  not  so  much 
courage  as  a  gentleman  ought  to  have,  and* 
therefore  took  it  patiently :  he  thought 
only  of  obtaining  satisfaction  in  a  peace- 
able manner;  but  soon  afler  he  beard,  that 
the  same  bully,  for  such  another  piece  of 
behaviour,  had  been  caned  and  kicked  out 
of  the  coffee-room,  by  another  gentleman. 
Gods  so!  savs  the  poltroon,  if  I  had 
known  that  follow  wouJd  have  been  treated 
in  such  a  manner,  I  should  not  have  taken 
tlie  blow  he  gave  me  so  patiently. 

All  nations.  Sir,  are  apt  to  play  the 
bully  with  respect  to  one  another ;  and  if 
the  government  or  administration  of  a  na^ 
tion  nas  taken  but  one  insult  tamely,  their 
neighbours  will  from  thence  judge  of  the 
then  character  of  that  nation,  without  any 
regard  to  their  behaviour  under  a  former 
government  or  administrat^n ;  and  will 
accordingly  treat  them  as  bulHes  do  noted 
poltroons;  they  will  kick  and  cuff  them 
upon  every  occasion :  and  as  a  private  man, 
who  has  once  got  the  character  of  a  pol- 
troon, can  never  wipe  off  that  character, 
or  avoid  such  treatment,  but  by  drubbing 
those  who  have  dared  to  insult  him,  I  am 
afraid  it  is  now  become  in  vain  for  us  to 
expect  to  recover  our  character,  so  as  to 
obtain  satisfaction  for  injuries  past,  or  to 
avoid  meeting  with  future  injuries,  by  an^ 
peaceable  means :  at  least,  I  am  sure,  it  is 
not  fit  for  us  at  present  to  shew  ourselves 
so  anxious  about  avoiding  a  war,  as  our 
agreeing  to  the  amendment  now  proposed 
will  clearly  shew  us  to  be. 

Having  thus.  Sir,  shewn,  that  we  have 
no  former  character  to  depend  on,  and  that  ^ 
nothing  will  more  probably  make  a  war 
necessary  than  our  appearing  any  way 
^nxious  to  avoid  it,  I  shall  next  examine 
some  of  the  arguments  made  use  of, 
against  our  calling  for  any  of  the.Memo* 


631] 


11  GEORGE  IL 


PfOOtBsui^^  w  ^6  CoMmoMi 


[tSf 


rials  or  Answers  from  Spain,  As  to  the 
last  answer  from  diat  court,  which  we  are 
told  arrived  but  a  few  days  ago,  though 
certainly  it  might  and  ought  to  have  ar- 
rived several  weeks  ago,  it  has  been  8aid,> 
that  we  ought  hot  to  call  for  it, 'because  by 
so  doing,  we  shall  prevent  his  Majesty's 
being  able  to  send  any  i^eplYt  till  after  we 
have  examined  into  the  affair  before  us, 
and  have  come  to  such  resolutions  as  may 
be  thought  proper  upon  the  occasion.  Sir, 
for  this  very  reason  we  ought,  in  my  opi- 
nion, to  call  for  it.  I  think  no  reply  ought 
to  be  sent  but  by  the  advice  of  parliament. 
The  a&ir  is  now  brought,  ana  regularly 
brought  before  parliament ;  and  I  hope  no 
minister  yrill  advise  his  Majesty  to  send  a 
reply,  till  he  knows  the  resolutions  of  par- 
liament. If  any  minister  does,  I  am  sure 
it  will  not  be  prudent :  it  will  be  a  piece 
of  the  highest  disrespect  he  can  shew  to 
a  British  parliament ;  and  whatever  pusil- 
lanimity he  may  have  been  guilty  of  with 
respect  to  foreign  affairs,  I  am  ^ure  there 
will  in  that  case  be  no  reason  to  accuse 
him  of  pusillanimity  with  respect  to  do- 
mestic. Our  obtaining  redress,  or  our 
obtaining  a  speedy  redress,  does  not  de- 
pend upon  our  speedily  sending  a  reply  of 
some  weight.  Our  mmisters  have  already 
sent  many  memorials,  many  replies,  with- 
out any  effect :  our  business  is  now  to  send 
a  reply  that  will  have  some  more  weight 
than  any  hitherto  sent ;  and  surely  a  reply 
from  his  Majesty,  founded  upon  the  reso- 
lutions of  his  parliament,  wul  have  more 
force  than  any  reply  he  can  send  by  the 
advice  of  his  ministers  onl}'.  Therefore, 
considering  how  little  regard  has  hitherto 
been  shewn  by  the  court  of  Spain,  to  the 
memorials  of  our  ministers,  I  must  think  it 
high  time,  even  for  them,  to  take  the  aid  of 
parliament,  and  to  w^t  for  the  resolutions 
of  parliament,  before  they  advise  his  Ma- 
jesty to  send  any  reply  to  the  last  answer 
from  Spain ;  and  for  this  reason  I  should 
think,  that  our  ministers,  of  all  others, 
would  be  the  most  fond  of  having  that 
answer  laid  before  parliament. 

I  am  surprised,  Sir,  to  hear  it  said,  that 
the  necessity  of  our  seeing  all  the  me- 
morials or  answers  from  Spain,  relating  to 
the  affair  before  us,  docs  not  now  appear. 
It  appears,  Sir,  upon  the  very  face  of 
every  one  of  the  Petitions  we  have  resolved 
to  take  into  our  consideration.  Does  not 
every  one  of  them  expressly  affirm,  "  That 
the  Spaniards  have  unjustly  seized  and 
made  prize  of  oilr  merchant  ships,  in  the 
destined  course  of  their  voyages  to  and 


from  the  British  coloiiies  ?"  Do  not  we 
know  that  an  unlawlbl  trade  mfty  be  canied 
on  by  our  merchant  ships,  in  the  Spanigh 
West-Indies ;  and  if  any  of  them  are  de* 
tected  in  the  carrying  on  of  such  a  trade, 
they  may  not  only  be  justly  seized,  but 
jusUy  condemned  and  made  prize  of?  And 
do  not  we  know  that  the  Spaniards  pre- 
tend,  all  or  most  of  the  ships  tliey  have 
seized,  were  not  in  the  destined  courjse  d 
their  voyage  to  and  from  the  British  colo- 
nies, but  were  detected  and  proved  to 
have  been  carrying  on  an  unlawful  tnde 
upon  their  coasts?  Shall  we  then  proceed 
to  determine,  that  any  of  our  merchaot 
ships  have  been  unjusUy  seized  and  made 
prize  of  by  the  Spaniards,  without  exaouD- 
ing  what  the  Spauiiards  have  to  say  in  their 
own  justification  i  Do  not,  for  Gcid's  sake, 
Sir,  let  It  be  in  the  power  of  our  enemia 
to  tax  us  with  injustice;  let  that  be  all  or 
the  other  side ;  but  give  me  leave  to  sar, 
that  such  a  conduct  would  be  unjust,  and 
therefore  highly  unbecoming  a  British 
House  of  Parliament ;  and  as  we  can  no 
way  examine  into  what  the  Spaniards  have 
to  say  in  their  own.iustiiication,  hut  by 
perusing  the  memorials  they  have  trans- 
mitted to  this  court,  therefore,  upon  the 
very  face  of  the  Petitions  we  have  re8<^ed 
to  take  into  our  consideration,  it  appears 
necessary  for  us  to  see  every  one  ot  these 
memorials,  liefore  we  can  come  to  any  re- 
solution relating  to  the  Petitions  now  be- 
fore us. 

As  I  have  shewn,  Sir,  that  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  us  to  see  all  the  me- 
morials or  answers  from  Spain  before  we 
can  proceed  to  any  determination  or  reso- 
lution relating  to  the  affiiir  we  have  re- 
solved to  enquire  into,  I  think  it  verj* 
needless  to  dispute,  whether  or  no  there 
be  any  appearance  of  its  being  safe  ta 
communicate  all  or  any  of  them  to  this 
House.  If  his  Majesty  should  think  it 
unsafe  to  communicate  any  of  them,  we 
must  put  off  our  enauir}%  till  his  Majesty 
finds  that  he  may  safely  enable  us  to  pro- 
ceed in  it»  by  laying  all  the  proper  mate- 
rials before  us :  but  surely,  oir,  we  ought 
to  proceed  upon  the  steps  that  are  pre- 
vious to  that  enquiry,  until  we  shall  re- 
ceive the  disagreeable  information  from 
the  crown  itself,  that  it  is  not  yet  safe  to 
lay  all  tlie  proper  materials  before  us.  For 
my  part,  1  thmk  we  have  no  such  Mea- 
sures to  keep  with  regard  to  Spain,  as 
some  gentlemen  seem  to  think  necessary. 
I  put  no  confidence  in  any  n^ociation  we 
can  carry  oij,  no  nor  in  any  treaty  we  can 
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concMe.  I  Mak  our  put  behaviour  has 
tlreadjr made  a  war  unavoidable;  and  I 
Iiope  bis  Majesty  has  taken  care  that  this 
nation  shall  be  as  powerfully  supported  by 
proper  allies,  in  defence  of  our  own  rights 
and  the  rights  of  mankind,  as  Spain  can 
expect  to  be,  in  the  incroachraents  she 
has  made  upon  us,  and  upon  the  known 
rights  of  all  nations ;  I  mean,  an  undis- 
turbed communication  between  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  their  own  dominions,  and  a 
iiree  navi^tion  in  the  open  seas. 

For  this  reason.  Sir,  whatever  shame  or 
danger  might  »ise  to  some  particular  men, 
I  csnnot  see  the  least  danger  that  could 
arise  to  this  nation  ;  nay,  I  can  see  man^ 
advantages  that,  might  accrue  to  her,  if 
ail  the  memorials,  yea  all  the  transactions, 
that  have  passed  between  Spain  and  tis, 
for  these  20  years,  were  printed  and  pub- 
lished, as  were  not  only  laid  before  this 
House,  but  before  the  public.  I  will  even 
go  50  far  as  to  say,  that  it  would  be  nei- 
ther an  unbecoming  nor  a  rash  step  for  us, 
to  come  to  a  resolution  by  way  of  advice 
to  his  Majesty,  that  war  oueht  to  be  de- 
clared against  Spain,  if,  within  a  short  li- 
mited tone,  they  did  not  promise  satisfac- 
tion and  security  in  the  most  express  and 
the  most  explicit  terms. 

In  private  life,  if  a  man  has  been  often 
and  for  several  years  solicited,  in  the  most 
complaisant  manner,  to  do  justice,  he 
OQghty  nay  he  must  be  threatened  at  last, 
whatever  may  be  the^  consequence :  if  he 
should  then  indiscreetly  stand  upon  a 
punctilio  of  honour,  a  court  of  law  would 
compel  him  not  only  to  do  justice,  but  to 
p>y  the  costs  of  a  suit,  which  he  had 
brought  upon  himself  merely  by  his  own 
obstinacy;  and  I  hope  the  fleets  and 
ttniies  of  this  kingdom  will  always  be  as 
efectaal  against  obstinate  foreigners,  as 
the  officers  of  justice  can  be  against  obsti- 
nate subjects. 

I  am  sorry.  Sir,  to  hear  the  multitude 
of  our  complaints  made  use  of  as  an  ar- 
gument for  prolonging  our  negociations. 
Every  one  knows  that  the  length  of  our 
oegociations  has  added  greatly  to  the  num- 
ber of  our  complaints ;  and  now,  it  seems, 
the  multitude  of  our  complaints  ought  to 
prevail  with  us  to  continue  our  negocia- 
tions yet  a  while  longer.  At  this  rate  our 
negociations  can  never  come  to  an  end ; 
for  while  they  continue,  the  number  of 
our  complaints  will  certainly  increase  daily, 
because  our  subjects,  as  long  as  they  have 
^y  thing  to  risK,  will  be  making  use  of 
^^  nghu  they  think  they  are  intitled  to, 
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and  this  wiQ  give  their  enemies  a  pretence 
and  an  opportunity  to  plunder  them* 
Therefore  toe  multitude  of  our  compbinis 
should  rather  be  a  reason  for  cutting  short 
our  negociations  at  anv  rate,  than  for 
drawing,them  out  to  still  a  farther  length. 
The  ministry.  Sir,  had  better  strike  a  bold 
stroke  at  once,  (and  indeed  it  will  be  a 
bold  stroke)  by  giving  up  those  rights  that 
are  in  dii^ute,  rather  thaa  continue  them 
in  suspence,  as  a  snare  for  making  our 
subjects  a  prey  to  their  enemies. 

Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  distance  of  the 
places  where  our  complaints  are  to  be  ex- 
amined, surely  it  can  oe  no  excuse  for  the 
Spaniards  not  having  made  satis&etion, 
with  respect  to  those  captures  at  least, 
which  they  themselves  have  above- eight 
years  since  acknowledged  to  have  been 
unjust.  This,  too,  may  be  made  a  reason 
for  an  eternal  negociation,  as  well  as  for 
lengthening  our  n^ociations  yet  a  whib 
longer;  lor  if  the  distance  of  places  be  an 
excuse  for  not  having  made  satisfaction  for 
an  injury  done  ten  years  aso,  and  acknow* 
lodged  as  such  above  ei^t  ^ears  ago,  it 
will  be  an  excuse  for  delaying  for  ten 
years  to  come,  to  make  satisfaction  for  the 
mjuries  done  last  year,  and  so  on  in  iv^^ 
nttum  ;  and  as  we  are  not,  it  seems,  to 
have  full  satisfaction  for  any  injury  done, 
till  the  whole  be  adjudged  and  ascertained 
at  the  end  of  the  n^ociation,  we  must 
never  at  this  rate  expect  full  satisfaction 
for  any  injury  past,  present,  or  future. 

What  complaints,  or  what  demands  the 
Spaniards  may  have  against  us,  as  I  know 
nothing  of  them,  I  shall  not  pretend  to 
say  whether  they  are  frivolous  or  not ;  I 
am  apt  to  suspect  they  are  ;  but.  Sir,  if 
they  are  not,  they  may  then  be  a  pre- 
tence, and  a  just  pretence  too,  for  the 
injuries  they  have  done  to  us,  or  or  at  least 
for  their  not  having  made  a  full  repara- 
tion ;  therefore  those  very  complaints  or 
demands  ought  to  come  under  our  consi- 
deration at  Uiis  juncture ;  and  as  they  can 
appear  no  where  but  in  those  memorials, 
which  have  been  transmitted  from  the 
Court  of  Spain  to  this  Court,  they  furnish 
us  with  a  new  and  an  additional  reason  for 
shewing,  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for 
us  to  see  all  the  memorials  from  Spain, 
before  we  can  properly  come  to  any  reso- 
lution relating  to  the  aflair  we  have  re- 
solved to  enquire  into. 

Thus,  Sir,  in  every  light,  in  which  the 
question  can  be  put,  it  appears,  it  now 
appears,  necessaiy,  to  have  all  the  memo- 
ruus  or  answers  from  Spain,  laid  before 
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U8,  if  we  are  seriously  indioed  to  get  at 
the  bottom  of  the  aflhir  we  have  resolved 
to  enquire  into :  but  I  mtut  sav^  that  for 
my  own  part,  I  am  very  easy,  wheUier  aqy 
one  of  tnese  memorials  be  laid  before  us ; 
because  there  is  one  fact  suggested  in  one 
of  the  petitions,  which  to  me  appears  a 
sufficient  cause  for  an  immediate  ctedara- 
tion  of  war,  and  will  therefore,  in  my  opi- 
nion, make  it  unnecessary  for  us  to  enauure 
into  any  of  the  other  facts,  set  fortn  in- 
the  petitions  now  before  us.  In  the  Peti- 
tition  presented  by  the  merchants  trading 
to  our  plantations,  it  is  suggested,  *'  That 
the  crews  of  some  of  our  merchant  ships 
are  now  in  slavery  in  Old  Spain,  where 
they  are  most  inhumanly  treated."  This, 
Sir,  is  an  indiffnity,  a  barbarous  cruelty, 
which  a  simple  release  of  the  prisoners 
cannot  excuse.  NoUiing  but  vengeance 
can  atone  for  such  a  cruel,  such  an  un- 
christian behaviour.  It  is  a  cruelty,  which 
the  Court  of  Spain  cannot  pretend  to  pal- 
liate or  excuse,  by  imputing  it  to  the  mis- 
behaviour of  their  governors  in  America. 
Hie  government  of  Spain  itself  must  be 
loaded  with  it ;  and  as  it  cannot  be  jus- 
tified by  any  pretence,  or  by  any  memo- 
rial whi^oever,  if  it  be  proved,  which  I 
believe  it  will,  I  shall  think  it  a  sufficient 
reason  for  giving  it  as'  our  opinion,  that 
war  ought  to  be  immediately  declared 
against  that  kingdom,  without  enquiring 


Snr ;  I  must  say,  that  whatever  the  pre- 
sent diaracter  of  this  nation  may  be,  I 
think  we  ought  to  do  nothing  ra^ify^  ei- 
ther for  preserving  or  recovering  it  A 
man  of  realcoun^andgoodsenseisnerer 
jealous  of  his  character  ;  and  therefore  ii 
not  so  apt  to  take  things  amiss,  or  so 
hasty  in  resenting  affironts,  as  one  who 
has  only  a  brutish  temerity,  or  a&Iseand 
affected  courage.  I  do  not  know  but  that 
all  the  &cts  mentioned  in  the  petidoot 
may  be  proved  ;  I  believe  they  wiU ;  but 
if  they  were,  I  should  not  take  upon  me 
to  say,  whether  or  no  tbey  could  jostify 
an  immediate  declaration  of  war  against 
'  Spain.  This  is  a .  judgment  which  no  sub- 
!  ject  ought  to  make,  because  the  judging 
and  determining  in  such  a  case,  ii,  bj 
our  constitution,  lodged  in  the  crown 
only.  But  so  far  I  may  say,  that  whatever 
may  be  in  these  fturts,  whatever  maybe 
our  case  at  present,  we  ought  not  to  shew 
our  teeth  till  we  can  bite. 

No  nation  in  the  world,  I  believe,  Sir, 
ever  declared  war,  till  they  were  ready  to 
enter  upon  action  ;  and  as  we  at  present 
have  neither  a  fleet  nor  an  army  rea^', 
sufficient  for  attacking  such  a  powemil 
nation  as  Spain,  I  think  we  ou^t  not  u 
yet  to  do  any  thing,  that  may  look  like  a 
declaration  of  war,  or  even  like  aresola* 
tion  to  declare  war.  I  believe  no  eentl^ 
man  will  suppose,  that  I  can  be  induced, 


into  any  of  the  other  &cts  complained  of,  |  either  by  interest  or  inclination,  to  b« 

or  seeing  any  of  the  memorials  or  answers  '  — ~~^ — i-—  t  ^i.-_i_  -..  i.  u^-««,- 

they  have  sent  us.  It  is  not  enough.  Sir, 
if  a  man  ha^  not  only  injured  me  in  my 
property,  but  basely  attacked  and  mal- 
treated me  in  my  person  ;  I  say,  it  is  not 
enough,  if  I  shall  obtain  bare  sati^ction 
•for  what  I  have  suffered  in  my  property. 
But  nations,  Sir,  have  no  courts  of  justice 
to  which  they  care  to  appeal ;  they  must 
take  the  remedy  that  their  power  pre- 
sents them  with,  which  is  satis&ction  by 
-lirros. 

Therefore,  as  I  have  said,  I 


against  a  wig:,  when  I  think  it  is  become 

I  necessary  :  on  the  contrary,  I  shall  then 

!  be  as  much  for  it,  and  as  ready  totake 

I  my  shale  in  it,  as  any  inan  in  thelongdom ; 

but  if  a  war  were  now  become  absolutely 

!  necessiary,  I  should  not  be  for  giving  anj 

public  testimony  of  our  being  reaolred 

upon  a  rupture,  till  we  are  fully  prewred, 

and  just  r^y  to  enter  upon  action.  Every 

man  knows  we  are  not  so  at  presmt ;  and 

as  our  calling  for  all  the  memorials  tran^ 

mitted  hither  from  Spain,  would  he  a  tort 

, ,  .   of  public  intimation,  that  we  arc  re8ol?ed 

tremely  easy,  whether  any  of  the  Spanish  !  upon  a  rupture,  I  must  therefore  be  for 

:_!_  i_-  i_!j  !__/? .   ^  ^  .1.  \  agreeing  to  the  amendment,  and  leaving 

it  to  his  Majesty  to  communicate  tho« 
memorials  to  us,  when  he  thinks  it  safe 
and  convenient ;  which  he  may  do,  ana 
certainly  will  do.  without  any  addreai 
from  us  for  that  purpose. 

The  question  being  put  upon  the  motion 
as  it  stood  without  the  amendment,  it  was 
carried  in  the  negative.  Yeas  99,  Noes 
164.  And  the  amendment  was  thea 
agreed  to  without  a  division.  , 

March  15.  Mr.  Comptroller  presort^ 


am  ex 


memorials  be  laid  before  us  or  not ;  hut  if, 
out  of  an  ill-timed  complaisance  for  the 
'  Court  of  Spain,  and  for  fear  of  intruding 
upon  their  punctilios  of  honour,  we  now 
refuse  to  call  for  any  of  these  memorials ; 
I  am  afraid  this  poor  nation  can  at  present 
neither  meet  with  reparation  for  past  in- 
juries, nor  can  it  expect  a  proper  security 
against  being  exposed  to  injuries  of  the 
same  nature,  for  some  time  to  come. 

Sir  Charlu  IVager  spoke  as  follows : 


iST]  rtlating  to  the  BpanUh  Depredations. 
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to  the  Honse,  pursuant  to  their  address 
to  his  Majesty,  copies  and  extracts  of  the 
feveraJ  Petitions,  Representations,  Memo- 
rials,  ahd  all  other  Papen  relating  to  Uie 
Spanish  Depredations  upon  the  British 
subjects,  which  have  been  pr^ented  to 
his  Majesty,  or  delivered  to  either  of  his 
Majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  State, 
since  Midsummer  last,'  together  with 
copies  or  extracts  of  such  Memorials  or 
llq>resentation8,  as  have  been  made  either 
to  the  king  of  Spain,  or  his  ministers,  and 
t)f  the  letters  written  to  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nster at  Madrid,  relating  to  the  said  de- 
predations.* 


*  "  The  triumphant  majority  with  which 
ibis  qoeslion  was  carried,  was  productive  of  no 
tseatiai  advantage  to  the  cause  which  Wal- 
pole  was  so  anxious  to  support.  While  the  at- 
teiDpU  were  making  to  adjust  the  differences 
with  Spain,  and  while  the  court  of  Madrid 
Mmed  inch'ned  to  make  due  reparation  tor  the 
iojaries  complained  of,  sir  Thomas  Fitzgerald, 
«,  as  be  is  usually  called,  Don  Thomas  Ge- 
nldino,  the  Spanish  minister,  was  employed  in 
fomentinj^  the  disturbances  and  inflaming  the 
public  discontents.  He  caballed  wiih  the 
leaden  in  (mposition,  and  acquainted  him  with 
the  secret  mfbrmation  which  his  instructions  or 
his  correspondence  enabled  him  to  communi- 
cate. He  did  not  hesitate  to  assert  openly  that 
tlie  English  ministry  imposed  upon  the  people, 
io  pretending  that  the  court  of  Spain  would  be 
iticlined  to  recede,  in  the  smallest  degree,  from 
the  claim  of  searching  all  ships  which  sailed 
Dear  their  coasts  in  America.  His  intemper- 
ance gave  great  advantages  to  opp^ltion ;  and 
io  the  course  of  the  debates  in  both  Houses, 
nany  facts  were  disclosed  by  the  members  of 
that  party,  which  ought  to  have  been  confined 
to  the  cabinets.  The  ministry,  having  soon 
^vered  by  whose  means  the^  obtained  pos- 
<Mm  of  ibose  facts,  conoplained  of  his  im* 
prudence,  and  desired  5Ir.  Keene  to  lay  thein- 
^Qcy  and  consequences  of  his  conduct  be- 
nre  the  court  of  Madrid.  But  Geraldino  had 
grated  the  effects  of  these  representations, 
hy  stating,  that  the  views  and  pnnctples,  even 
^  the  minister  himself,  and  the  most  pacific 

CoTthe  EngHsh  government,  were  abso- 
J  inconsistent  with  every  maxim  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy,  and  all  the  security  of  its 
^e.  This  information  found  a  ready  belief 
at  Madrid,  and  their  ministers,  through  Ge- 
rtWino's  advice,  became  persuaded,  that  they 
coQJd  not  be  so  effectually  served  as  by  fbment- 
^^  and  encooragine  the  discontents  of  the  peo- 
pteof  Eogland  against  their  government. 

'*  At  thisperiiHi  the  House  was  daily  inun- 
^  with  Petitions  and  Papers  relating  to  the 
labotoanities  committed  upon  the  English  pri- 
■*^  Uken  on  board  of  trading  vessels.  They 
"^^caented  these  prisoners  as  not  only  insulted 
m  piUaged,  but  compelled  to  work  in  the 


16.  A  Petition  of  Bryan  Blun- 
del,  Henry  Traitoni,  Edward  Traflford, 
John  Hughes,  and  James  Bromtield, 
merchants,  on  behalf  of  themselves,  and 
captain  ^Villiam  Benson  now  at  sea,  own* 
era  of  the  Mary  Snow  of  Liverpool,  burden 

Spanish  dock  yards  and  fortificationa,  witfai 
irons  upoti  their  legs,  subsisting  upon  loath- 
some provisions,  and  over- run  with  vermin^ 
frequently  tortured  and  imprisoned  in  dun- 
geons. Several  captains  and  other  seameia 
were  examined  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  and  if 
full  credit  be  given  to  the  witnesses,  the  fact» 
were  unquestionably  proved';  but  their  evidence 
must  be  received  with  great  caution.  They 
were  not  examined  upon  oath,  and  were  not 
confronted  with  any  testimony  on  the  side  of 
the  Spaniasds.  They  were  induced  bj^  their 
own  interests,  and  by  the  hopes  of  obtaining  re- 
paration, to  exaggerate  theu*  injuries.  They 
saw  that  it  waa  popular  to  inveiffh  against  the 
Spaniards,  and  were  eneouragM  to  render  a 
disastrous  tale  more  disastrous;  they  were 
taught  to  believe,  that  if  they  made  good  thdr 
allegations,  the  minister  who  had  tamely  suf^ 
fered  such  oppressioos  would  be  removed,  and 
that  hia  successors  would  act  whb  such  vkoor 
aa  to  force  the  kinff  of  Spain  to  indemnify  them 
for  their  losses  and  sufierings. 

*'  The  cantaina  and  seamen  who  appeared  at 
the  bar  of  tne  House,  ^ve  the  most  exagge- 
rated accounts  of  the  insults  permitted  and 
exercised  by  the  Spaniards ;  and  many  related 
the  most  incredible  talea  of  horror,  which  were 
implicitly  believed,  almost  in  proportion  to  their 
absurdity. 

'<  Among  those  who  were  examined^  and 
whose  story  seemed  to  make  the  deepest  im- 
pression, was  one  Jenkins :  This  man  was  cap- 
Uin  of  the  Rebecca,  a  trading  vessel ;  he  sailed 
for  Jamaica  io  the  beginning  of  1731,  and  was 
boarded  by  a  guarda  costa,  and  treated  with 
much  insult  and  indignity.  In  the  account 
which  was  given  at  the  time,  by  the  periodical 
]iapers  and  the  pamphlets  of^  opposition,  the 
,  Spanish  captain  is  reported  to  nave  put  the 
jnen  to  the  torture,  to  have  hansjed  up  Jenkins 
three  times,  once  with  the  cabin  boy  at  his 
feet,  and  then  to  have  cut  off  one  of  his  ears, 
and  bid  him  carry  it  to  his  king.  On  his  ar- 
rival in  England,  Jenkins  is  said  to  have  gone 
to  court,  and  laid  hie  case  before  the  king,  and 
as  some  compensation  for  his  treatment,  or  to 
pacify  him,  to  have  been  appointed  captain  of 
an  East  Indiaman.    - 

**  This  ridiculona  story,  which  Burke  justly 
calls, '  The  fable  of  Jenkins'  ears,'  seems  to 
have  made  little  impression  at  the  time,  but  it 
was  now  revived  with  additional  circumstancea 
of  cruelty  and  insult ;  and  Jenkins  was  ^• 
duced  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Comrnons,  to 
give  an  account  of  a  transaction  which  had 
happened  seven  years  before. 

«*  According  to  contemporary  accounts,  afW 
relating  the  transaction,  with  many  additiond 
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do  tons,  whereof  the  said  William  Ben- 
ion  was  commander,  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  **  That 
OR  the  Bth  of  October  1780,  (which  was 
about  two  years  after  the  pacification  be- 
tween the  crowns  of  Great  Britain  and 
Spain  was  actually  a^eed  upon,  and  like- 
wise notified  to  their  respective  govem- 
ments  in  the  West  Indies  j  the  said  ship, 
as  she  was  proceeding  on  tier  voya^  with 
provisions  and  other  merchandize  on 
board,  from  Cork  to  Jamaica,  was  taken, 
twenty  leagues  distant  from  any  qf  the 
Spanish  dominions  in  the  West  Indies,  by 
a  Spanish  guarda  la  costa,  contrary,  as 
the  petitioners  presume,  to  the  laws  of 
nations,  and  the  treaties  subsisting  between 
the  two  crowns  ;  and  that  the  said  captain 
Benson  and  his  ship's  crew  being  stript  of 

circumstances  of  imtiH  and  barbarity,  he  dis- 
played the  ear,  which  he  had  presenre^,a8  some 
assert,  in  a  box,  and  othcn  in  a  bottle,  assert"^ 
in^,  (hat  af\er  tearing  it  off,  the  Spaniard  had 
■aid  to  him,  '  Carry  it  to  your  King,  and  tell 

*  his  Ma^ty  that  if  he  were  present  1  would 

*  serve  him  in  the  same  maoner.'  His  evtdetioe 
u  mentioned  as  a  model  of  noble  simplicity. 
One  point,  in  particular,  was  osteotatioDsly 
circulated.  Being  asked  by  a  member  what 
he  tliougbt  when  he  found  himself  in  the  hands . 
of  sach  a  barbarian,  he  replied,  *  I  recommend- 
^  ed  my  soul  to  God,  and  my  cause  to  my 
'  country.'  These  words,  and  the  display  of 
his  ear,  *  which,  wrapt. up  in  cotton,  be  always 

*  carried  about  him,'  filled  the  House  with  in- 
digtiation. 

*'  The  effect  of  this  ridicidous  story  on  the 
nation  at  large,  was  proportionate  lo  the  im- 
pression of  horror  and  Yenramoe  it  created  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  It  was  made  the  Ye- 
hicle  r»f  popular  freasv,  and  so  highly  iniamed 
the  public  mind,  that  Fnlteney  declared  in  par- 
Ktment,  the  rery  name  of  Jenkins  would  raise 
volunteers. 

"It  was  poai  lively  asserted  in  the  contempo- 
rafy  publicaiioas,  that  Jenkins  was  ezamioed 
•at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  gave 
the  evidence  mentioned  in  the  text,  and  it  is 
generally  admitted  as  a  facl ;  yet  it  is  remark' 
able  I  hut  no  traces  of  his  evidence  are.to  be 
fbuhd  in  the  Journals.  The  whole  that  is  men- 
tioned in  the  Journals  are  the  two  following 
passages: 

•«  16th  March.      <  Ordered,  That   captain 

*  Robert  Jenkins  do  attend  this  House  imme- 
«  diately.' 

*'  17th  March.  <  Ordered,  That  captain 
^  Robert  Jenkins  do  attend,  on  Tuesday  mom- 

*  ing  next,  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 

*  to  whom  the  Petitiou  of  dirers  merchants, 
'  |ilanters,  and  others,  trading  to,  and  interested 

*  ro,  the  British  pJantatioBS  in  America,  in  be- 
«  half  cr,ih«BSelT«i,  aad  iudj  others,  is  re- 


the  said  ship  and  cargo,  to  the  value  of 
S«748^.  18«.  6d»  Jamaica  money,  and  also 
of  one  copper  still,  and  three  bo^es  of 
medicines,  which  cost  S6/.  14«.  11(2.  sta^ 
ling  money,  besides  interest  tliereof  for 
upwards  of  seven  years,  the  s&id  captain 
iM&nson  and  his  ship's  crew  were  turned 
into  their  long  boat,  and  led  to  the  mercy 
of  the  waves  to  shift  for  themselves,  and 
the  said  ship  and  cargo  were,  carried  into 
Porto  Rico ;  and  tlutt  the  said  William 
Benson  soon  after  landing  at  St  Chrijto- 
pher's,  went  thence  immediately  to  Ja- 
maica, and  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the 
petitioners,  applied  to  admiral  Stewart, 
who  was  then  conmiander  in  chief  of  his 
Majesty's  ships  of  war  then  stationed  there 
for  relief,  who  sent  his  Majesty's  ship  the 
Experiment,  capt.  Henry  Reddish  com- 
mander, with  the  said  William  Benson  on 

«  ferred.'  But  on  Tuesday  tb«  Slst,  there  is 
no  farther  mention  of  Jenkius. 

"  See  also  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  Jaiy 
1736.  Where  it  is  said,  that  the  Spsnisb  ap- 
tain  was  a  Lilliputian  (English)  Reoegado.- 
LondoQ  Magazaoe. — ^Chandler. — Smollet,  toI. 
S,  p.  19.— Belsham,  vol.  2,  p.  3.— Brjiin  Ed- 
wards*s  History  of  the  British  West  Indies,  rol. 
1,  p.  144. — ^Voltaire,  who  never  spoils  a  gt)od 
story  in  the  telling,  says,  *  Le  capitaioe  £s- 

*  pagnol  avait  saisi  le  vaisseau  de  Jepkios,  mis 

*  Tequipage  auz  ters,  fendu  le  iiez  et  coop^  les 
^oreilles  au  patron.  En  cet  etat  Jeokioi  «£ 
'  presenta  au  pariement,  ^c'  Histoire  de  U 
Guerre  de  1741. 

"  Pope  has  thus  ludicrously  meotiooedtfae 
incident : 

'  The  Spaniards  own  they  did  a  waggiffa  thief. 
*  Who  cropt  our  ears,  and  sent  them  to  the  kins- ' 

In  spite  of  these  authorities,  I  am  iooliseltB 
gi?e  credit  »to  the  suggestion  of  Tiodal, '  tiul 
'  Jenkins  lost  his  ear,  or  part  of  his  esr,  oo 
'  another  occasion,  and  pretended  it  bad  ben 

*  cut  off  by  the  crew  of  a  guarda  costs,'  rol.  <M) 
p.  37S.  It  would  be  unjust  lo  the  Spasivdi 
not  to  mention,  in  this  place,  a  eoQOter  sunt* 
which  was  no  less  believed  in  Spain  than  jbe 

<  fable  of  Jenkins's  ears'  in  England.  '  u 
'  capitaine  Anglois,  apr^  avoir,  par  un  tnit  de 

*  perfidie,  et  sous  pretexte  de  commerce,  inm 

<  deux  gentilshommes  Espsignols^  bord  de  sod 
(  vaisseau,  les  laissa  sans  manger  pendsot  deo< 

*  jours,  pour  leur  extorquer  une  rsof  on  *,  vM 

<  eoouae  cet  expedient  ne  lui  reussit  pa&i  ^ 
'  ooupa  i  Ton  des  deux  les  oreilles  etie  nez,  e| 

*  le  rorpa,  le  couteau  sur  la  gorgCi  de  mi 
«  manger ;   proc^d,  qui,  sans  contredit,  B)«j*«* 

<  les  Espagnsls  en  droit  d'user  de  represadlei; 

<  aussi,  en  us^rent  ils  li  hi  riguenr.'  Hii'*^ 
du  Miniature  du  chevalier  Robeit  Walpol^^ 
3,  p.  408."*^oxs's  Iflenoin  af  Sir  Bom>^ 
Wa)poi«. 
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board,  to  Porto  Rkx),  in  order  to  demand 
the  restitution  of  the  said  ship  and  cargo  ; 
and  that  accordingly  the  said  captain  Red- 
dish, upon  his  arrival  there,  sent  a  letter, 
dated  the  Slst  of  January  1730,  O.  S. 
onto  the  governor  of  Porto  Rico,  demand- 
ing restitution  of  the  said  ship  and  cargo, 
and  setting  forth  the  illegality  of  the  said 
capture;  and  that  the  said  governor,  gave 
an  immediate,  though  evasive,  answer  to 
the  same ;  whereupon  the  said  captain 
Reddish  wrote  another  letter,  dated  the 
1st  of  February  17S0,  O.  S.  in  much 
itroDger  terms,  and  therein  inclosed  the 
copy  of  the  declaratory  sentence  of  the 
Juf^e  of  his  Majesty's  vice-admiralty 
court  of  Jamaica,  relatmg  to  the  capture 
of  the  said  ship  and  cargo,  and  referring 
to  a  copy  of  such  letters  and  declarator}' 
KDtence  annexed  to  the  said  petition ;  and 
£uther  setting  forth,  that  notwithstanding 
the  said  William  Benson  had  the  mortifi- 
catioQ  to  see  the  said  ship  at  Porto  Rico 
aforesaid,  and  was  ready  to  prove  the 
oipture  illegal,  and  although  the  said  cap- 
tern  Reddish  made  such  demand,  as  afore- 
mentioned, yet  the  petitioners  or  the  said 
^Vllliam  Benson  could  never  regain  the 
laid  ship  or  Cargo,  or.  any  part  thereof,  or 
procure  any  manner  of  satisfaction  for  the 
same ;  and  further  setting  forth,  that  af- 
terwards, viz.  the  same  year  1730,  the  pe- 
titioners made  application  to  this  House, 
in  order  to  be  redressed  in  the  premises, 
and  the  n^ate  and  carpenter  of  the  said  ship 
vere  examined  at  the  bar  of  this  Hotne, 
and  thereupon  several  papers  were  pro- 
<iQced,  and  as  they  have  been  informed, 
ieil  in  the  custody  of  this  House,  fully 
proving  the  illegality  of  the  said  capture  ; 
out  although  h^  Majesty  was  thereupon 
graciously  pleased  to  use  his  royal  enaea- 
Tour^  to  procure  satisfactjon  at  the  court 
of  Spain  tor  the  petitioners  great  loss,  yet 
the  same  have  hitherto  proved  altogether 
ineffectual ;  and  tbat  the  petitioners,  ob- 
Krvlng  that  there- have  been  several  peti- 
tions of  the  like  nature  presented  to  this 
House,  thought  it  not  improper  to  crave 
again  the  aid  and  assistance  of  the  House, 
iothis  unfortunate  afiair  ;  and  therefore 
praying,  that  this  House  would  be  pleased 
to  take  the  premises  into  farther  consider- 
ation, and  grant  such  relief  therein,  as  to 
the  House  shall  seem  meet," 

A  Petition  of  the  Merchants  in  Glas- 
gow, trading  to  the  British  plantations  in 
America,  in  behalf  of  theipselves  and  many 
others,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and 
yead;  getting  forth,  «•  That  the  Amtrican 
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colonies  (particularly  the  West  Inclia 
islands)  are  the  pr^cipal  mercat  for  tho 
manufactures  of  this  country,  whereby  many 
thousands  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  are  em- 
ployed and  maintained ;  and  that  the  trade 
to  these  parts  has,for  a  course  of  years,  been 
greatly  obstructed  by  the  depredations  of 
the  Spaniards,  who  have  in  the  opeii  seas 
violently  attacked  and  boarded  several  ships 
in  the  lawful  course  of  their  vo3rage8,  and 
unjustly  seized  and  made  prize  of  them, 
with  their  effects,  to  the  great  loss  and  da- 
mage of  the  unhappy  sufferers,  and  the 
discouragement  of  tne  trade  and  manufac- 
tures of  that  part  of  the  island ;  and  repre- 
senting to  the  House,  that  notwithstand- 
ing his  Majesty's  most  gracious  interposi- 
tion, the  Spaniards,  so  tax  from  repau*ing 
the  fovmer  losses,  still  continue  the  same 
practices,  and  particularly  last  year  have 
•carried  their  insults  to  a  greater  height 
than  ever,  by  stopping,  plunderm^,  and 
seizing^  several  ships  belonging  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  in  the  destined  course  of 
their  voyages  to  and  from  the ,  British  .co-' 
lonies,  condemning  them,  with  their  load-<> 
ings,  amounting  to  a  considerable  value, 
and  by  treatmg  cruelly  and  inhumanly  thtf 
captains  or  masters  of  some  of  these  ships, 
with  their  crews^  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
nations,  and  in  manifest  violation  of  the* 
the  treaties  subsisting  between  the  two 
crowns;  and  that  by  uiese  arbitrary  pro- 
ceedings, the  trade  and  navigation  to  and* 
from  America  is  rendered  very  unsafe  and 
precarious,  insomuch  that  the  insurance 
from  Jamaica  is  gmatly  risen  on  these  ac- 
counts only,  a  charge,  which  that  trade  in 
its  present  low  state  is  altogether  unable* 
to: bear;  and  that  without  a  speedy  and 
effectual  remedy,  the  Americian.  trade  and- 
navigation  will  be,  together  with  the  reve- 
nue arising  therefrotp,  very  much  dimi- 
nished, if  not  entirely  lost;  and  tliat  any 
nation's  assuming  the  power  of  rummag- 
ing and  detaining  British  ships  (at  their 
pleasure)  upon  their  lawful  voyages  in  the 
American  seas,  is  in  effect,as  the  petitioners 
apprehend,  claiming  and  exercismg  the  sole 
sovereignty  of  those  seas,  and  an  high  in- 
dignity to  the  honour  of  the  Britiui  na* 
tion ;  and  that  the  insulting  the  persons 
and  plundering  the  properties  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjecU,  as  the  petitioners  cmt- 
ceive,  is  and  will  be  attended  with  conse- 
Quences  very  fatal  to  Great  Britam ;  and 
Uierefore  praying  the  House  to  consider 
the  premises,  and  to  give  such  remedy  as 
to  the  House  shall  seem  meet." 

March  21.     A^»  Pelham  of  Lewes, 
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9Ught  to  be  established  by  a  resolution  of 
tills  House,  is  that  inrhich  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  have,  to  carry  in*  their  ships 
all  sorts  of  goods,  merchandize,  or  effects, 
from  one  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions 
to  any  other  part  of  his  Majesty's  domi- 
nions. This,  right,  Sir,  is  likewise  a  right, 
which  we  enjoy  in  common  with  all  oth^r 
nations ;  for  the  subjects  of  every  state  have 
a  right  to  carry  in  their  ships,  whatever 
gpods  they  please,  from  one  part  of  tlieir 
dominions  to  another,  unless  the  transport- 
ing of  such  goods  be  prohibited  by  a  law 
amongst  themselves.  In  thi§  case  it.  is  ri- 
diculous to  talk  of  goods  made  contraband 
by  the  laws  of  any  other  nation ;  because 
no  nation  has  a  right  to  prohibit  the  sub- 
jects of  any  other  independent  nation,  to 
transport  any  sort  of  goods  from  one  part 
of  their  own  dominions  to  another.  The 
Spaniards  may  as  well  pretend  that  we 
shall  not  transport  gold  or  silver,  or  log- 
wood, from  Bristol  to  London,  as  to  say, 
^  that  we  shall  not  transport  any  such  com- 
modity from  Jamaica  to  London ;  and  they 
might  as  well  send  their  guarda  costas  into 

-  tihe  British  Channel,  to  search  our  ships 
in  their  passage  from  Bristol  to  London, 
and  to  seize  them,  if  any  such  goods  should 
be  found  on  boards  as  to  send  guarda 
costas  to  search  our  ships  on  their  passage 
from  Jamaica,  or  any  other  of  our  domi- 
nions in  America,  to  London,  and  to  seize 
them,  in  case,  of  their  finding  any  such 

-  goods  on  board.  Indeed,  as  usurpations 
are  things  of  a  quick  growth,  and  extreme- 

.  ly  fertile,  if  we  continue  in  our  present 
lethargy  but  a  few  years  longer,  I  do  not 
kAow  but  I 'may  hear,  that  the  mouth  of 
theTha,me8  is  beset  with  Spanish  guarda 
costas,  in  order  to  seize  all  British  ships, 
sailing  in  or  out,  that  shall  be  found  to  have 
on  board  what  they  may  please  to  call 
contraband  goods :  nay,  I  do  not  know  but 
this  might  have  happened  already,  if 
it  had  not  been  for  our  neighbours  the 
Putch,  who,  I  believe,  draw  most  of  our 
Spanish  gold  and  silver  away  from  us :  and 
therefore  would  not  tamely  allow  a  trade, 
even  of  ours,  to  be  interruptedj  by  which 
they  are  so  great  gainers. 

Contraband  trade.  Sir,  is  a  trade  that 
never  can  take  place  but  in  time  of  war. 
To  talk  of  a  contraband  trade  in  time  of 
peace,  is  ridiculous,  becfiuse  all  treaties, 
not  only  betwixt  the  Spaniards  and  us, 
but  betwixt  us  and  any  otner  nation,  define 
contraband  goods  to  be  arms  and  provision 
carrying  to  an  enemy.  These  goods  are 
'  jpecified  in  the  treaties,  and  it  is  expressly 


declared  that  these,  and  no  other,  shaQ 
be  deemed  contraband.  The  trade  there- 
fore in  dispute  betwixt  us  and  Spain  u 
properly  a  prohibited  trade,  and  there  is 
no  manner  of  doubt  tliat  any  nation  not 
restrained  by  particular  treaties,  may  make 
a  law  for  prohibiting  the  importation  or 
exportation  of  any  particular  sort  of  goodi 
they  please,  into  or  horn  Ifaeir  own  domi- 
nions. Of  these  foreigners  who  trade  h  itJj 
them  are  obliged  to  take  notice ;  andtoay 
be  punished,  if  they  transgress  the  laws  of 
the  country  with  which  they  trade :  but 
foreigners  who  have  no  design  to  cany  on 
any  trade  in  that  country,  nor  to  touch  at 
any  of  its  ports,  have  no  occasion  to  take 
the  least  notice  of  what  goods  are  pro- 
hibited in  that  country ;  nor  can  they  be 
punished,  though  they  sail,  in  the  open 
seas,  along  the  coasts  of  that  country,  with 
such  goods  on  board ;  for  it  is  the  law  of 
a  particular  country  alone  that  makes 
goods  prohibited  ;  and  where  the  laws  of 
that  country  have  no  force,  the  goods  can- 
not be  supposed  to  be  prohibited. 
.  Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  Britiab  ships, 
trading  to  or  from  any  port  in  Old  Spain, 
they,  may  have  prohibited  goods  on  board, 
and  may,  in  a  proper  manner,  be  searched 
by  any  Spanish  oincer,  properly  coramis- 
sioned  for  that  purpose ;  but  with  regard 
to  any  British  ship  trading  to  or  trom 
any  port  in  New  Spain,  or  in  any  of  tlie 
Spanish  dominions  in  America,  it  is  ridi- 
culous to  say  she  can  have  any  particuktf 
sort  of  prohibited  goods  on  board,  and 
consequent  I  v  all  the  goods  on  board,  of 
whatever  kmd,  must  be  so,  and  ship  and 
cargo  may  be  seized  and  made  prize  oU 
nay,  if  she  Ixad  not  one  shilliug's  wortli  of 
any  sort  of  goods  on  board,  the  rfiip  nay 
be'seized  and  made  prize  of;  but  in  either 
case,  die  is  not  seized  for  having  contra- 
band goods  on  board,  but  for  liaving  been 
engaged  in  an  unlawful  trade. 

Tliis,  Sir,  is  the  state  of  the  case  with 
respect  to  prohibited  goods;  and  if  »e 
examine  the  two  fundamental  treaties  be- 
tween Spain  and  us,  I  mean  the  treaties 
of  1667  and  1670,  we  shall  find  them 
exactly  agreeable  to  the  case  as  1  have 
stated  it.  In  the  treaty  of  1667,  which 
regulates  the  trade  between  Britain  and 
Spain  in  general,  there  is  mention  made  m 
prohibited  goods ;  but  ever)-  one  may  see, 
that  wherever  there  is  any  mention  made 
of  the  word  prohibited,  it  relates  to  the 
trade  between  Britain  and  Old  Spain ;  and 
with  respect  to  that  trade,  itisdetennmcd 
by  that  treaty,  what  sort  of  goods  rfiaUO* 
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deemed  prohibited ;  and  a  method  is  par- 
ticuiari^  prescribed,  which  the  Spaniards 
are  pbJiged  to  obserye,  when  they  visit 
British  ^lipfi,  bound  Ui  or  from  any  of  the 
ports  of  Old  Spain,  in  search  of  prohibited 
goods.  Whereas  in  the  treaty  of  1670, 
which  wM  made  expressly  for  regulating 
our  mutual  a^rs  in  America,  the  word 
contraband  is  aot  so  much  as  once  men- 
tioned in  the  whole  treaty ;  and  the  reason 
is  very  plain ;  for  where  there'  is  no  trade, 
there  can  be  no  such  thins  as  prohibited 
goods;  and  as  all  trade  in  Uiat  part  of  the 
world,  between  the  subjects  x>f  the  two  con- 
tractingparties,  was  by  that  very  tredty  ex- 
pressly io/bid,  therefore  it  would  have  been 
absurd  to  have  made  any  particular  regula- 
tions with  regard  to  the  species  of  goods, 
in  which  their  trade  was  to  be  carried  on. 

1  know.  Sir,  the  Spaniards  pretend,  that 
those  goods  which  they  ridiculously  call 
contraband,  are  goods  which  can  be  had 
no  where  but  in  uieir  plantations  in  Ame- 
rica;  and  that  therefore,  if  any  such  goods 
be  found  on  board  any  of  our  ships  in  those 
seas,  it  is  a  certain  proof  that  such  ships 
have  been  carrying  on  an  unlawful  trade 
on  their  coasts  in  that  part  of  the  world : 
but  1  likewise  know,  Sir,  that  this  fact  is 
iaise.  There  are  no  goods  that  can  be 
found  in  the  Spanish  settlements,  but  what 
jnay  be  found,  and  may  be  purchased,  in 
our  own  setUements ;  even  Spanish  pistoles 
and  pieces  of  eight  may  be  found  in  our 
settlements,  without  any  of  our  subjects 
having  been  engaged  in  an  unlawful  trade 
with  their  settlements ;  because,  besides 
the  lawful  trade  now  carried  on  between 
our  South-sea  company  and  their  settle- 
ments, the  Spanish  governors  themselves 
often  send  to  our  settlements  for  provi- 
sions; these  provisions  they  purchase 
either  with  the  current  coin  of  Spain,  or 
mth  thegoods  of  the  produce  of  their  settle- 
ments in  America;  nay,  I  am'told.  Sir, that 
it  would  be  found  impossible  for  the  Spanish 
Kttleoients  to  subsist,  for  want  of  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  were  they  not  supplied  by 
our  plantations  in  this  manner.  These 
^oods,  or  this  money,  being  thus  lawfully 
brought  to  our  settlements  surely  our  ships 
may  take  them  on  board,  and  may  bring 
them  to  Britain,  without  having  ever  been 
engaged  in  an  unlawful  trade  with  the 
Spanish  settlements  in  America. 

But  supposing.  Sir,  that  some  Spanish 
gold  or  silver,  eitlier  bars,  or  in  pistoles 
and  pieces  of  eight,  or  a  parcel  of  goods  of 
tbe  growth  of  the  Spanish  settlements  in 
Aateiicdi  had  be^i  originally  brought  from 


thence  by  means  of  an  unlawful  trade  } 
suppose  such  a  thing  could  be  fully  proved, 
which  I  think  is  impossible ;  yet  if  those 
effects  be  once  landed  in  any  of  oursettle« 
ments,  and  there  sold  to  a  fair  purchaser, 
and  by  him  put  on  board  a  ship,  in  order 
to  be  carried  to  any  other  port  in  the  Bri- 
tish dominions,  I  insist  upon  it,  that  the 
Spaniards  have  no  right  to  search  that 
ship,  and  much  less  to  seize  and  make 
prize  of  her,  or  of  any  part  of  her  cargo ; 
for  nothing  can  intitle  them  to  seize,  and 
make  prize  of  a  British  ship,  but  her  being 
actually  found  trafficking  in  the  ports^ 
havens,  or  places  possessed  by  the  subjeott 
of  the  king  of  Spain  in  America.  Surely, 
Sir,  an  ilhcit  trade  with  the  Spanish  set« 
tlements  in  America,  does  not  fix  such  a 
tntiuM  reale  upon  the  goods  so  brought 
from  thence,  that  Ihey  may  be  seized  or 
reclaimed  by  the  Spaniards,  wherever,  and 
whenever,  they  can  afterwards  find  them  ; 
and  that  notwithstanding  their  having 
been  sold  to  a  fair  purchaser  in  an  open- 
market.  This  would  be  allowing  the 
Spaniards  a  greater  privilege  with  respect 
to  goods  purchased  from  them  at  an 
e(^uitable  price,  though  by  means  of  an 
illicit  trade,  than  is  usually  allowed  to  an 
owner  of  stolen  goods  by  any  law  in  the 
world.  It  is  a  privilege  which  was  never 
granted  them  by  any  nation ;  and  if  we 
should  through  fear  of  a  war  make  them 
such  a  concession,  I  sho.idd  expect  that 
they  would  soon  pretend  to  come  and 
search  our  Bank,  and  all  our  goldsmitha 
and  other  shops  in  London,  in  order  to 
seize  and  carry  off  all  the  "Spanish  gold  and 
silver  they  found ;  for  if  they  can,  by  the 
means  they  have  used,  but.  once  obtain 
one  unjust  concession,  no  roan  can  tell 
how  far  they  mny  afterwards  go,  or  where 
their  compassion  towards  us  niay  induce 
them  to  stop. 

Upon  this  point,  Sir,  I.  have  been  the 
more  particular,  because  I  think  the  Spanish 
ministers,  and  our  ministers  together, 
have  by  their  memorials  quite  confouitded 
it.  By  confounding  the  treaty  of  i667» 
with  that  of  1670,  the  S|)anish  ministert 
have  insisted,  and  ours  seem  to  have  ad« 
mitted,  that  there  may  be  such  a  thing  at 
contraband  goods  on  board  British  shipSt 
sailing  in  the  seas  of.  America;  which  I 
have  shewn  to  be  inipossible :  with  reqpect 
to  our  South-Sea  Company's  ships,  thej 
may  I  admit  cariy. on  a  piphibitea  trade, 
because  they  are  oy  treaty  aUowied  to  have 
a  trade  under  certain  restrictions  with  ihe 
Spanish  Westilddiea ;  butno  other  riiit»  tf 
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oun  being  by  tr^ty  allovred  to  have 
trade  with  thetn  ;  they  never  ctm 
under  tlie  intention  of  the  treaties  maile  to 
Rgolate  the  South-Sea  Trade :  therefore, 
I  am  surprized  to'€iid,  that  our  ministers 
idkiwedthe  word  contraband  to  be  brought 
into  the  dispute ;  at  least  I  am  surprised, 
that  upon  its  being  first  mentioned,  they 
did  not  explain  the  point  much  more 
dearly  than  I  find  they  have  done  in  any 
of  their  memorials  ;  for  tliis  seems  to  be 
the  principah  point  in  dispute  between 
us,  and  ought  therefore  to  hove  been  ex- 
plained in  the  most  clear  and  succinct 
manner* 

As  this  has  not,  in  my  opinion,  yet  been 
done,  and  as  it  is  a  matter  of  ■  great  im- 
portance, I  think,  Sir,  it  ought  to  be  done 
foy  this  House ;  and  for  this  purpose,  the 
next  motion  I  shall  make,  shall  be  for  this 
committee,  to  resolve  that  it  is  the  indis- 
putable right  of  the  subjects  o£  Great 
Britain,  to  carry  in  their  ships  all  sorts  of 
goods,  merchandize,  or  effects,  from  one 
part  of  the  BriUsh  dominions,  to  any  other 
part  of  the  British  dominions ;  and  that  no 
goods,  merchandize,  or  effects  so  carried, 
are  by  the  law  of  nations,  or  any  other 
treaty  subsisting  between  the  two  Crowns, 
to  be  deemed  or  taken  as  contraband 
goods,  and  that  the  searching  of  such  ships 
vn  the  open  seas,  under  pretence  of  find- 
ing contraband  goods,  is  highly  injurious 
to  the  trade  of  &is  kingdom  ;  a  violation 
of  the  law  of  nations,  and  an  infraction  of 
the  treaties  subsisting  between  the  two 
Crowns. 

I  must  now  take  notice,  Sir,  of  the 
right  which  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain 
have  t^  possessious  in  the  province  of  Ju- 
catan,  and  to  cut  logwood  in  the  Bay  of 
Campediey.  This  is  a  right  peculiar  to 
this  nation  ;  but  it  is  a  right  which  the 
Spaniards  cannot,  wfth  the  least  shadow 
of  reason,  controvert,  because  we  were  in 
possession  of  lands  in  that  province,  and 
were  in  use  to  cat  loswood  wherever  we 
pleated  in  that  Bay,  long  before,  and  at 
the  time  of  the  treaty  of  167P ;  and  since 
by  ^he  7th  Article  of  that  treaty  it  is  ex? 
pressly  stipulated,  ■<  That  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  hts  heirs  and  successors, 
ahall  have,  hold,  keep,  and  always  possess, 
in  full  right  of  sovereignty,  sieniory,  pos- 
aetsion,  and  propriety,  all  tne  lands,  coun* 
tries,  islands,  colonies,  and  other  places, 
be  they  what  they  will,  lying  and  situate 
in  the  West-Indies,  or  in  any  part  of  Ame- 
rica, which  the  said  kins  of  Great  Britain 
and  kii  anbjeeta  now  Mi  and  pasaeai; 


insomuch  that  they  neither  can  nor  <m^ 
hereafter, to  be  contested  or  ciJled  into 
questkin,  upon  any  account,  or  andar  any 
pretence  whatsoever ;"  th^^>re  it  muft 
be  granted,  we  have  an  uncoptestaMe 
right  to  possess  the  same  lanik  ia  that 
Province,  and  to  cut  logwood  in  that  Bay ; 
unless  it  cixild  be  shewn,  that  we  have  by 
some  treaty  smce  that  time  given  it  up. 
But  BO  far  otherwise,  that  this  treaty,  and 
this  very  right,  has  been  oonfiRned  by 
every  treaty,*  between  the  two  Crowns, 
since  that  time ;  and  by  the  first  Artide 
of  the  treaty  of  conimeroe  at  Utrecht,  thit 
rigiit  is  not  only  confirmed,  but  fitrther 
explained,  by  Uie  addition  of  these  re- 
markable words:  **  Without  prejodieeto 
any  liberty  or  power,  which  the  siJbjcdf 
of  Great  Britain  enjoyed,  either  through 
right,  scdlerance,  or  indulgence." 

But,  Sir,  to  p\it  this  matter  beyond  »11 
dispute,  I  nSust  acquaint  you,  that  as  sooa 
as  the  Spaniards  begnn  to  contest  thii 
right  with  us,  which  waa  very  soon  aHer 
the  treats  of  Utrecht,  notwithstanding  tbe 
words  I  nave  mentioned,  his  late  Majecty 
leferred  it  to  the  board  of  trade,  and  that 
board,  after  a  strict  enquiry,  and  full  in* 
formation,  repoited,  «<  That  the  said 
American  treaty  did  establish  a  right  io  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Limgima  de 
Terminos  in  the  province  of  Jucatan,  and 
the.  parts  adjacent ;  those  places,  at  the 
time  of  the  treaty^  and  for  some  yean  be- 
fore, being  actually  in  the  possession  of  tbe 
British  subjects.'' 

From  what  I  have  said.  Sir,  it  is  pisin* 
that  this  right  is  still  in  the  Croirn  of 
Great  Britain,  and  therefore  the  3rd  reso- 
lution I  am  to  propose  i^iaii  be,  that  it 
may  be  resolved,  that  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  did  hold,  and  possess  hnds 
in  the  Prm^ince  of  Jucatan  in  America, 
antecedent  to  and  at  the  time  of  the  treaty 
of  1670 ;  which  treaty  confirmed  the  ii^ 
to  every  contracting  party,  of  such  ImJ 
or  places,  as  either  cfad  at  die  tiaie  hdd 
and  possess.  And  that  the  sebjects  v 
Great  Britain  then  had,  and  have  at  aM 
times  since  daimed  a  right  of  ^^^ 
logwood  in  the  Bk^  of  Caaipecbey,  ^ 
enjoyed  the  same  without  intermptioBtw 
of  late  years :  which  right  seems  ^s^ 
secured  to  IIS,  by  die  wanoef 
k  fi««f  -Ai«ua«  n#  dif»  tieatr  at 


in  which  the  first  Aitide  of  the  tiea^< 
oommerce  at  Utrecht,  canfinas  the  treaty 
of  1670,  with  these  renaihfMe  worft; 
«  without  prejudice  to  any  I9»erty  trf^^f 
which  the  enbjecfa  of  Gi^  Biitaiaca- 
jcyed,  dther  ifrowgh  6^ wAxmft^ 
indulgence." 
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I  am  wnt  come^  Sir,  to  tlie  last  ri^t, 
which  I  MA  take  notice  of  vapon  the 
present  oeca«ion ;  which  is  th^t  right 
our  subie^  have  to  gather  nak  on  the 
island  of  Tortogas^  an  aniahabited  island 
in  the  West-Indies,  which  the  Spaniards 
ny  belongs  to  them;  but  hj  what 
right,  I  do  not  know ;  for  they  have  nei- 
ther fort,  castle,  nor  warehouse,  upon  the 
inland,  nor  any  odier  sign  of  possession 
that  I  know  o£  However,  suppose  they 
kare  the  property,  or  rather  the  dominion 
(if  that  island,  it  is  certain  we  were  in  use, 
and  claimed  a  right,  to  gather  salt  there^ 
l)efofe  and  ai  the  time  of  tlie  treaty  in 
1670;  therefore  tbi&  right  was  confirmed 
lo  us  by  that  treaty,  and  reconfirmed  by 
the  treaty  of  commerce  at  Utrecht :  but 
ejus  is  not  a)!.  Sir,  with  resnect  to  this 
right ;  we  have  an  express  and  a  particular 
conrention  betweesi  Spam  and  us  to  plead 
ilk  its  fiivoor.  By  the  3rd  Article  of  the 
treaty  of  conuneree  between  Great  Bri- 
CiinaBd  Spam,  concluded  at  Madrid  in 
the  year  1715,  this  richt  or  privilege  is 
e^esaly  confinned  m  ttiese  words :  "  His 
Cwiolic  Majesty  permits  the  ssaA  subjects 
(meaning  Brttirn^  to  gather  salt  in  the 
is^  of  Tortugas,  tney  having  etijojed  this 
bbertj  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  2, 
without  intemiptioo.^ 

From  aSI  these  treaties,  and  from  a  pos* 
IKsion  ahnoat  uniDterrupted  fov  abe^  60 
jears^  one  would  have  t&ooght,  Sir,  tha 
fl^aniards  would  never  have  attempted  to 
disturb  as  in  the  possession  of  a  right,  ao 
often,  so  expreMly,  and  so  partkularly 
confirmed  ;  but  no  words,  no  treaties,  can 
(fefeod  the  rights  of  a  nation,  when  dicte 
t^ord  seems  to  be  rusted  in  its  scabbard. 
NotindntandKng  all  theaa  treatiea,  Ae 
Spaniards,  aboot  mx  years  stace>  attacked 
our  fleet  of  meichaat  ships,  that  was  g»- 
thenng  sidt  on  that  island,  lirad  several 
bniad-fiides  epoo  one  of  hia  Majesty's  shq>s 
of  war,  serving  as  their  convoy,  took  and 
Q»de  prise  offoiir  of  the  merchant  ships, 
tad  waiM  have  takea  a  great  naay  more 
of  then,  if  it  had  not  b^  Ibr  the  good 
condnctand  valiaat4>ehavioiir  of  the  gen- 
tfemaa  that  'eommanded  the  man  of  war, 
then  serving  as  thetr  convoy ;  who,  not- 
vithstimding  the  great  superiority  of  the 
enemy,  kept  them  in  pkv,  till  most  of  the 
«efchant  shipa  got  off;  and  thereby 
Aawed  to  the  Sbimiards^  that  their  impu- 
aitf  was  not  owmg  to  Uie  qvwaMrdiee  of 
our  6aa-captamS|  mit  to  the  tameness  of 
our  ministers.  As  that  gentleman  then 
Aewei  *ai  he  had  eoiiii«e  to  oflhnd,  as 


well  as  conduct  to  defend,  I  hope  if  we  da 
come  to  a  rupture  with  Spain,  he  will  bm 
one  of  the  first  that  sliall  be  coomiia- 
sioned. 

Thi^  outrage.  Sir,  was  not  committed 
by  stealtli,^  or  by  persons  not  properly 
conmiissioncd :  it  was  not  conmiitted  by 
common  guarda  costas,  who  oflen  hava 
their  commissions  only  from  the  Spanisk 
governors  in  America.  No>  Sir,  it  waa 
committed  openly,  avowedly,  and  by  Spa^ 
nish  men  of  war,  bearing  tlie  kmg  of 
Spain's  commission,  and  havii^  express  in* 
structions  from  his  governors  for  what  they 
did. 

These  mstructions.  Sir,  were  not  to 
persuade,  but  to  compel,  as  ali  instructions 
to  ships  of  war  ought  to  be ;  foe  fleets  or 
armies  were  never,  till  of  late  years,  sent 
out  as  orators  or  ambassadors ;  they  were 
never  sent  out  but  against  those  that  had 
been  (bund  to  be  obstinats ;  and  the  oh* 
stinate  wQre  generally  at  last  oblige^  to 
pay  the  charges  of  fitting  tlietn  out. 

For  my  part.  Sir,  I  am  surprized,  that 
such  an  open  and  avowed  insult  upon  the 
flag  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  was  not 
pursued  with  immediate  vengeance :  I  alU 
surprized  we  liad  the  patience  to  send  to 
the  court  of  Spain  to  demand  satisfaction 
and  repaiation ;  and  yet.  Sir,  I  don't  find 
'.  that  we  have  hidierto  received  any  satifr* 
ftction  for  the  affront,  nor  any  reparation 
for  the  damage  done.  Nay,  the  Spanish 
court  seensa  to  mind  it  so  little,  that  the^ 
!  have  not  so  much  as  once  mentioned  it  iti 
tiieir  last  memorial.  This  afliur,  I  must 
sAy,  Sir,  puts  me  hi  mind  of  the  story  of  a 
ffentlemao,  who,  upon  receiving  a  box  on, 
ttie  ear,  asked  him  that  gave  it,  if  ho  waa 
in  jest  or  in  earnest ;  and  upon  the  other^a 
answering,  he  was  in  great  earnest,  the 
honest  gentleman  replied,  only,  I  am  glad 
you  are,  Sir ;  for  I  ao  not  like  such  jests. 
Whether  we  had  our  joke  upon  tliis  ooca-. 
sion,  I  do  not  know;  but  I  hope  the 
nation  will  not  content  itself  with  return* 
tng  a  joke  for  such  aserigus  blow. 

It  is  not  restitttti(».  Sir,  it  is  not  repar. 
ration,  that  can  atone  for  such  an  avowed 
insult;  nothbg  can  satisfy  the  honoar  oC 
the  British  flag,  but  the*  inflicting  of  a  con- 
dign punishment  upon  those  captains  thatl 
committed  the  outrage,  or  upon  Ite  Spe-i 
nish  governor  that  gave  the  instructioiiaM 
Either  the  one  or  the  other  must  be  hmag 
up,  and,  I  think,  hung  in  diatns  too,  upon, 
the  island  where  the  outrage  and  rc^berr- 
was  committed,  as  a  monument  of  BriUaB, 
res^otmeat.    If  we  are  ne|[QciatiiiK»  if  vie 
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continue  to  negociate,  this  ought  to  be  in- 
sisted on  as  a  prelimmary ;  and  if  it  is  not 
§  ranted  as  a  prelinunaryy  we  ought  imme- 
iately  to  break  off  negociations,  and  re- 
venge oui;selres  upon  the  country,  that 
dares  to  protect  such  criminals ;  for  if  we 
allow  such  an  affront  as  this  to  pass  unre- 
venged,  I  will  take  upon  me  to  foretel, 
that  the  Spaniards  will  perform  no  promise 
I  they  make  to  us,  nor  observe  any  treaty 
they  conclude. 

However,  Sir,  I  shall  be  for  leaving  it 
entirely  to  his  Majesty  to  determine,  what 
satisfaction  or  reparation  ought  to  be 
deemed  sufficient ;  but  as  to  the  right  we 
have  of  gathering  salt  in  that  island,  I 
think  it  ought  to  be  asserted  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  this  House :  therefore  the  fourth 
proposition  I  shall  make  to  you,  shall  be, 
to  resolve,  That  the  attacking  of  a  fleet  of 
ships  gathering  salt  in  the  i^and  of  Tor- 
tugas,  then  under  convoy  of  one  of  his 
Majesty's  ships  of  war,  by  two  men^of 
war  belonging  to  the  king  of  Spain,  firins 
on  the  convoy,  and  taking  four  of  the  said 
ships,  was  a  notorious  mfraction,  of  the 
convention  signed  at  Madrid,  December 
14,  1715,  ana  a  high  insult  on  the  honour 
due  to  the  flag  of  Great  Britain. 

Havhig  thus,  Sir,  mentioned  and  ex- 
plained the  several  rights  of  this  nation  in 
America,  which  I  take  to  be  of  such  con- 
seouence,  that  they  ought  to  be  particu- 
larly established  and  asserted,  in  .tne  most 
solemn  and  the  most  explicit  manner,  by 
the  resolutions  of  Parliament;    I  shaU 
next  take  notice,  that  it  appears  that  the 
court  of  Spain,  though  it  does  not  in  di- 
rect terms  deny  that  we  are  entitled  to 
^ome  of  these  rights  by  the   treaties  I 
have  mentioned,  yettliat  it  raises  so  many 
difficulties^  and  claims  such  privileges  as 
in  the  m&in  amount  to  a  total  prohibition 
of  all  the  British  navigation  and  trade  in 
America.    It  has  likewise  been  jjroved  at 
our  bar,  that  the  subjects  of  this  nation 
have  been  disturbed  and  interrupted  in  the 
exercise  of  every  one  of  them,  by  the 
Spanish  guarda  costas  in  America.    The 
Spaniard  have  of  late  years  not  only 
seized  and  confiscated  our  merchant  ships 
for  carrying  on  their  lawful  trade  in  the 
island  of  Tortugas  and  bay  of  Campechey ; 
but  they  have  stopt,  searched,  and  plun- 
dered them,  for  sailing  upon  the  open 
seas  of  America;  and  have  even  seized 
and  made  prize  of  them,  for  transporting 
aome  sorts  of  goods  from  one  part  of  his 
Majesty's  dommions  to  another,  in  mani- 
fest violation  of  the. known  rights  and  pri- 
Tttegei  of  the  British  nation. 


These  are  rights.  Sir,  which  are  all  so 
firmly  established  to  us  by  treaties;  they 
are  rights  which  we  have  been  so  long  m 
possession  of,  that  I  am  surprized  how  the 
Spaniards  could  find  a  pretence  for  cod- 
troverting  any  one  of  them ;  but  when  I 
consider  the  great  superiority  of  our  naval 
force,  and  the  great  expence  we  have 
been  at  of  late  years  in  supporting  that 
naval  force,  and  in  fitting  out  almost  ererj 
year  formidable  squadrons,   I  am  much 
more  surprized  to  find,  that  the  Spaniards 
have  been  so  long  allowed  not  cmly  to  con- 
trovert, but  actually  to  interrupt  and  dis- 
turb us  in  the  possession  and  exercise  of 
those  rights.    If  they  had  rested  satisfied 
with  denying  that  we  had  any  such  rights; 
if  they  had  refused  to  acknowledge  them 
in  direct  and  explicit  terms,  we  might,  for 
the  sake  of  peace  and  conveniency,  hare 
submitted  for  a  short  time  to  such  a  piece 
of  injustice;    but  their  plundering  and 
making  prize  of  our  merchant-ships,  for 
exercising  any  of  those  rights,  is  an  injury 
which  we  cannot  in  honour  submit  to ;  and 
their  pretending  to  stop,  search,  or  seize, 
under    any  pretence    whatsoever,  thoee 
British  ships,  which  they  find  sailing  upon 
the  open  seas,  either  in  America  or  else- 
where, is  an  usurping  of  a.  right  or  domi- 
nion which  is  inconsistent  with  that  trade, 
which  is  the  life  and  soul  of  this  nation; 
and  therefore  claimed  our  utmost  atten- 
tion, in  the  very  begiiming.    We  all  know, 
Sir,  how  soon  prescription  establishes  a 
right :   usurpations  of  every  kind  gather 
strength  firom  their  continuance,  ana  tliat 
which  was  at  first  a  most  unjust  and  a  most 
violent  usurpation,  may  at  last  become  a 
settled  and  an  uncontrovertible  right 

I  must  confess.  Sir,  that  from  our  con- 
duct of  late  years,  I  am  apt  to  suspect, 
there  are  some  amongst  us,  who  think  the 
matters  now  in,  dispute  between  Spain  and 
us,  of  so  little  consequence,  that  no  one  of 
them  is  worth  our  contending  for.  If  there 
be  any  such  gentlemen  in  this  House,  it 
would  be  easy  to  ^he)¥,  that  they  are  most 
egregiously  mistaken ;  it  would  be  easy  to 
demonstrate,  that  every  one  of  the  rights  I 
have  mentioned,  is  of  such  consequence  to 
our  trade  (which  is  the  chief  support  of 
our  riches  and  power,  and  the  only  sup- 
port of  our  naval  power)  that  we  ought  to 
contend  for  it  as  if  we  were  contending 
pro  arts  etjocis  ;  but  I  cannot  well  suj)- 
pose  there  are  any  such  gentlemen  in  thi» 
House,  and  therefore  I  shall  not  at  pre- 
sent enlarge  upon  this  point ;  because  by 
our  being  now  in  a  Coauoittee»  I,  hsf^  ^ 
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privilege  of  speaking  again  upon  the  same 
subject;  and  that  pmilege  I  shall  beg 
leave  to  make  use  o(  if  I  hear  any  gentle- 
man pretend  to  insinuate  Y  for  I  know  it 
win  not  be  directly  assertea)  that  none  of 
the  rights  I  hgve  mentioned,  are  worth  the 
care  of  a  British  parliament. 

For  this  reason,  I  say.  Sir,  I  shall  not 
now  insist  upon  the  great  conseauence  of 
b1\  or  any  of  the  matters  wnich  the 
Spaniards  have  been  of  late  tamely  allow- 
eo  to  dispute  with  us ;  and  as  I  believe  no 
gentleman  will  say,  but  that  it  has  been 
fiilly  proved  at  our  bar,  that  our  merchants 
have  been  plundered,  our  ships  unjustly 
Beized  and  confiscated,  and  our  seamen 
cruelly  used;  therefore,  without  making 
en  ungrateful  repetition  of  the  indignities 
and  injuries  which  have  been  proved  at 
our  bar,  I  shall  mention  to  you  the  5th 
motion  I  design  to  make ;  which  is,  That 
for  many  jears  last  past,  the  liberty  of  na- 
vigation m  the  American  seas  hath  been 
unjustly  disturbed  by  the  Spaniards,  under 
pretence  of  searching  for  and  finding  illicit 
trade ;  the  British  ships  unlawfully  seized 
upcm  the  open  seas,  plundered  and  confis- 
cated ;  the  sailors  robbed  and  inhumanly 
tortured,  imprisoned  and  made  slaves,  to 
the  ^evous  loss  of  the  merohants,  the  61)- 
stmction  of  the  commerce,  and  the  disho- 
nour of  the  nation. 

And  the  last  proposition  I  shall  make 
to  you.  Sir,  upon  this  occasion,  shall  be. 
That  notwithstanding  the  repeated  applica- 
tion to  parliament,  the  treaty  of  Seville, 
and  the  assurances  so  frequently  given  to 
the  merchants,  0/ procuring  reparation  for 
their  losses  and  ill  usage,  and  notwith- 
standing the  expectation  of  the  nation  of 
receiving  just  and  ample  satisfaction  for 
the  cruelties  exercised  on  its  subjects,  and 
the  insults  offered  to  itself,  nothing  has  in 
so  many  years  been  obtained  from  the 
court  of  Spain,  effectually  to  satisfy  the 
Josses,  repair  the  injuries,  or  retrieve  the 
honour  of  the  nation,though  the  said  treaty 
of  Seville,  so  advantageous  to  Spain,  hath 
been  punctually  executed  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain. 

This,  likewise.  Sir,  is  a  proposition  which 
I  cannot  think  any  gentleman  in  this  House 
will  pretend  to  oppose ;  at  least,  I  cannot 
suggest  to  myselrany  plausible  reason  for 
opposing  it.  Every  gentleman  knows, 
how  many  petitions  have  been  presented 
to  this  llouse  by  our  plun<iered  merchants 
and  seamen :  for  several  years,  we  have 
•eldom  been  a  session  without  having  one 
or  more  such  petitions  presented  to  us. 

[VOUX.] 


'Upon  these  applications  we  have  already: 
twice  addressed  the  crown :  we  have  al- 
ready twice  declared,  -that  we  would  sup- 
port the  crown  in  any  measures  that  should 
seem  necessary  for  vindicating  the  rights 
and  the  honour  of  the  nation  ;  so  that  if 
our  fellow-subjects  still  remain  unsatisfied, 
if  those  ravages  and  depredations  are  still . 
continued  and  multiplied  upon  us,  if  the 
honour  of  the  nation  still  lies  grovelling  in 
the  dust,  the  fault  cannot  be  laid  at  our 
door.  Former  ministers  have  been  known, 
Sir,  to  excuse  themselves,  sometimes  with 
reason,  oflener  with  none,  by  saying  that 
the  parliament  refused  to  support  them  in 
those  measures  that  were  necessary  for 
protecting  the  trade,  or  vindicating  the 
honour  c^  the  nation ;  but  oi^r  ministers 
never  can  plead  that  excuse.  Indeed  I 
must  say,  it  negociations,  if  letters,  memo- 
rials and  representations,  had  been  me* 
thods  proper  or  sufficient  for  obtaining  re* 
dress,  it.  appears  from  the  piles  of  papers 
that  have  been  laid  before  us,  that  our  mi- 
nisters have  not  been  remiss  in  endeavour* 
ing  to  obtain  satisfaction  and  reparation 
for  the  injuries  and  insults  we  have  met 
with ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  they  have  very 
much  mistaken  the  methods  proper  to  be 
made  use  of  upon  such  occasions. 

It  is  amazing.  Sir,  to  take  a  view  of  the 
heaps  of  letters*  memorials  and  represen* 
tations,  which  we  have  already  berore  us, 
relating  to  this  a&ir.  They  look  more 
like  the  papers  belonging  to  an  hereditary 
suit  in  Chancery,  than  like  the  papera  be- 
longing to  a  negociation  between  two  so- 
vereign and  independent  nations.  In  a 
suit  at  law,  or  in  equity,  it  is  the  business 
of  those  who  carry  on  the  suit,  to  prevent 
its  being  speedily  brought  ^o  a  conclusion, 
because  they  get  so  much  by  it  yearly  and 
termly,  as  long  as  the  suit  continues,  and 
those  annual  profits  must  cease  as  soon  as 
the  suit  is  at  an  end ;  and  as  they  are  paid 
by  the  sheet,  without  any  regard  to  the 
matter,  it  is  their  interest  to  heap  process 
upon  process,  and  in  every  paper,  to  be  as 
verbose  and  prolix  as  their  invention  can 
suggest.  But  negociators  are  never  paid 
by  &e  sheet,  nor  ought  they  to  be  made  to 
expect  their  chief  reward  uU  afler  the  ne^ 
gociation  is  brought  to  a  conclusion; 
Uierefore  it  is  not  their  interest  to  be  ver- 
bose, or  to  heap  memorial  upon  memorial ; 
nor  is  it  their  interest  to  spm  out  a  ne^o« 
ciation.  I  hope.  Sir,  that  no  negociation 
in  which  we  nave  been  lately  concerned 
has  been  spun  out  for  the  sake  of  continue 
ing  salaries  to  the  negociators:  i  hope 
[2U] 
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^hat  ilonft  of  tbow  lett€ift»  memoriaist  ot 
repreaebtatiions  haif%  been  multiplied  ot 
extended^  for  the  salte  of  adding  to,  or  in- 
creasing the  salaries  of  those  wh6  were 
concerned  in  draining  th^m  up ;  therefore 
I  cannot  avoid  being  sufprisea  at  the  mul" 
titude  and  the  length  of  those  pi^>erS) 
which  seem  to  belong  to  the  late  negocia- 
tions  between  Spain  and  usk 

Besides^  Sir,  in  all  negociations  it  is  ge* 
nerally  the  duty  of  the  negociators,  of  one 
side  or  other,  to  bring  the  negotiation  to 
A  speedy  issue ;  but  where  a  nation  has 
been  injured^  and  is  in  a  condition  to  re« 
▼enge  itself^  it  is  mOre  particularly  incum- 
bent upon  its  negociators  to  bring  the  ne* 
gdciation  to  an  immediate  issue,  of  one 
kind  or  other;  and  for  that  purpose,  to  be 
short  and  substantial  in  every  memorial, 
answer  or  reply,  they  deliver,  and  peremp- 
tory in  every  demand  thejr  make.  When 
the  known  Hghts  of  a  nation  are  invaded, 
it  is  ridiculous  to  enter  into  a  tedious  and 
metaphysical  discutoibn  of  the  point  of 
right ;  and  still  more  ridiculous  to  make 
long  answers  to  every  quirk,  because  there 
would  in  that  case  be  no  end  of  cavilling ; 
for  the  cduncils  of  nations  are  never  to  be 
swayed  by  subtle  arguing^  nor  is  it  consis- 
tent with  the  dignitv  of  sovereigns  to  plead 
th^it'  cause,  like  barristers  pleading  for 
their  clients  before  a  conrt  of  Justice. 

When  an  independent  ana  a  powerful 
sovereign  has-been  injured,  he  that  spMks 
k  his  name,  Sir,  may  explain  the  nature 
of  the  injury  that  has  oeen  done,  and  ought 
to  wut  a  reasonable  time  for  an  answer : 
be  may  even  go  the  length  of  a  reply ;  but 
if  any  sophisUcsi  arguments  or  delusive 
evasions  have  been  made  use  of  in  the  an- 
swer given  him,  he  ought  td  think  it  be- 
neath the  character  he  bears,  tg  take  no- 
tice of  them  in  his  reply ;  and  the  conclu- 
sion of  his  ref^y  oujpt  always  to  be  a  pe- 
neknptory  dehiand  of  justice  within  a  tim6 
linltted.  This  is  the  utmost  length  a  sove- 
reign ou^t  to  go,  if  he  be  at  that  time  in 
any  tolerable  condition  for  doing  himself 
justice;  and  if  we  had  made  use  of  this 
method  of  neigociation  with  Spain,  I  am 
convinced  the  insults  and  injuries  put 
upon  us  by  thAt  nation,  would  naVe  been 
far  less  numerous^  and  less  dishoaoundile 
for  us^  ihan  they  are  at  present 

For  diis  reason^  Siri  if  our  necociations 
must  be  continued  yet  a  while  lonffer,  j 
hope  they  will  be  put  upon  a  diSevent 
f6otii^,  and  carried  on  in  a  diferent  man- 
ner^ firoffl  what  they  have  been ;  but  for 
my  part,  I  do  not  see  what  security  we 


can  expect  from  any  negdoiatiOaortreskjr, 
for  though  the  treaty  of  Seville  be  not  sudi 
a  one  as  it  ought  to  be,  and  might  htve 
been,  if  the  squadrons  we  ware  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  fitting  out  about  that  time,  had 
received  orders  to  compel  as  well  as  per- 
suade, yet  by  that  treaty  the  crown  of 
Spain  engaged  itself,  almost  as  expressly 
as  it  can,  I  believe  altogether  as  exprenij 
as  it  will,  be  engaged  by  any  treaty  we  can 
now  obtain  by  peaceable  means,  to  give  sa- 
tisfaction for  all  the  depredations  that  had 
been  committed  before  that  time,  and  to 
prevent  any  such  for  the  future.  Bj  the 
very  first  article  of  that  treaty,  all  fonner 
treaties  were  renewed  and  confirmed ;  and 
by  the  first  separate  article,  most  of  the 
treaties  between  the  two  crowns  are  par- 
ticularly mentioned,  and  i^ain  expressly 
confirmed ;  from  whence  we  may  see,  that 
the  crown  of  Spain  was  engaged  by  that 
treaty,  as  much  as  it  can  be  by  genenl 
words  in  any  treaty,  to  prevent  any  in- 
juries bting  done  by  the  subjects  of  Spain 
to  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain.  It  istrue, 
the  treaty  of  1670  is  not  menth)ned 
among  the  rest  in  the  first  separate  arti* 
cles  OT  the  treaty  of  Seville,  nor  is  it  men* 
tioned  in  the  other  famous  treaty,  made 
between  Spain  and  us  in  the  year  1721. 
Whether  Uiis  happened  b]^  neglect,  or  if 
there  was  any  hidden  desicn  in  not  men-" 
tioning  tliat  treaty  among  the  rest^  I  shall 
not  pretend  to  determine  ;  hat  I  cannot 
think  the  Spaniards  wiU  frokn  thence  pre- 
tend to  say,  we  have  passed  fnom,  or  ipvep 
up  that  treaty  ;  because  I  do  not  thmk  it 
is  their  interest  to  say  so  :  For  if  it  coold 
be  supposed,  that  there  is  no  such  treaty 
now  subsisting  betweeti  the  two  crowns, 
there  is  nothing  to  hinder  us  firom  trading 
with  their  subjects  in  New  Spain  by  open 
force  ;  any  laws  or  prohibitions  they  could 
mi^e  against  such  a  trade,  would  be  of 
very  Httie  signification :  Even  all  the 
guarda  costas  they  could  send  thither 
would  be  far  from  being  able  to  preroit 
our  carrying  on  such  a  trade ;  because  we 
could  send  sufficient  squadrons  of  men  of 
war  to  protect  all  our  merchant  ships 
emplo3rea  in  diat  trade,  without  a  breach 
of  any  article  either  in  the  trtaty  of  ll^U 
or  in  the  treaty  Of  Seville. 

Then,  Sir,  with  respect  to  th4  dqira* 
dattons  that  had  been  commiti^  opmioar 
metchants  before  the  condurion  of  diat 
ireBtp  we  know  that  by  tlie  6tk  articls 
thereof,  commissaries  were  to  be  appoint^ 
ed  to  examine  and  decide  what  cotusmed 
th«  ihi^  wd  eSocto  tstkeftai  Mi  vd 
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also  all  wnr  pfeteniions  relating  to  abuaaa 
eonnytted  in  oommerce,  and  a£o  all  otNr 
prstanrions  as  well  in  the  Indies  as  in  Eu- 
rope ;  and  his  Catholic  Majesty  expressly 
angagaa,  to  cause  to  be  executed  pune* 
toiUly  and  exactly,  what  should  be  decided 
by  the  said  commissariesy  within  six 
months  after  the  making  of  their  report. 
These  commissaries,  this  nation  has  rea* 
son  to  know,  were  accordingly  apnointed, 
bat  as  the  Spaniards  had  never,  I  oelieve, 
an  intention  to  perform  this  engagement, 
diey  Cook  care  that  their  commissaries 
shMid  never  agree  to  any  report ;  and 
upon  this  frivolous  pretence,  1  suppose, 
amon^  others  of  the  same  kind,  they  nave 
ever  stnce  refused  to  make  us  the  least  sa- 
tiaAiction  for  any  of  the  depredations  com- 
mitted before  the  concluding  of  that  treaty, 
though  it  be  now  above  eight  years  since 
the  treaty  was  concluded,  and  above  five 
years  since  the  commissaries  ought  to  have 
made  then-  report,  according  to  the  8th 
article  of  the  same  treaty. 

From  what  1  have  said,  Sir,  it  will  ap. 
pear,  I  think,  that  we  can  have  no  great 
expectations  from  any  future  treaty  we 
can  make  ;  but  wlinte\'er  may  be  the  suc- 
csss  of  our  present  negociations,  whatever 
we  may  expect,  whatever  advanti^e  we 
m^  reap  from  any  future  treaty,  it  is  cer- 
tain we  have  as  yet  received*  no  satisfae- 
tian  or  reparation,  notwithstimding  the  ex- 
press promises  made  by  the  treaty  of  Se- 
ville, and  notwithstanding  that  treaty's 
having  been  performed  by  us  in  the  most 
ponctoal  manner  ;  nay,  m  a  manner  pre- 
jadieinl  to  ourselves,  and  highly  advan* 
tageeus  to  Spain:  Therefore  I  hope  no 
ODpoakion  Will  be  made  against  that  part 
or  the  resolution  I  am  to  move  for.  Then 
as  to  the  assurances  that  have  been  given 
our  merchaiits,  of  procuring  reparation 
for  their  losses  and  ill  usage,  they  have 
been  ao  frequent,  so  express,  and  are  so 
wdl  known,  that  I  cannot  think  I  have 
the  least  occasion  for  repeating  or  ex^ain- 
ing  them  ;  for  which  reason,  I  shah  for 
liie  present  cendude  with  begging,  that 
genUemen  would  consider  for  what  pur- 
noses  we  sit  here.  We  assemble  in  this 
Houset  in  order  to  receive  the  petitions, 
and  hear  the  complaints  of  our  injured  sub- 
jects ;  but  we  arte  not  to  receive  and  hear 
oaly^  we  are  likewise  in  duty  bound  to 
jprovide  a  remedy  for  the  grievances  they 
^tly  covplain  of,  and  to  take  the  most 
efieotooi  leeasures  for  tet  puij>ose.  We 
have  twiee  eheady  oome  to  |;eneral  reeo- j 
4ipeB  tfa  amijetit  t  we  kare  Cilice 


already  found,  that  such  general  resolu- 
tions hiave  produced  no  effect ;  therefore  it 
would  be  unpardonable  in  us  to  proceed 
no  farther  upon  the  present  occasion.  P^- 
haps  some  gentlemen  m^  thmkt  we 
ought  now  to  go  raudi  farther  than  I  haya 
taken  the  liberty  to  propose ;  but  I  eann^ 
think  any  eentleman  wiU  oppose  our  going 
thus  &r  ;  u>r  the  least  we  can  do  is,  to  as- 
sert those  national  rights  which  seem  of 
late  to  have  been  neglected ;  because, 
after  such  a  solemn  and  public  declaration 
of  our  rights,  I  hope  no  minister  wfll 
hereafter  dare  to  give  up  any  of  thjim  by 
treaty,  or  to  allow  them  to  be  any  longer 
incroaehed  on  and  violated,  under  Que 
pretence  of  a  negoektion. 

Sir  Robert  fValpole  Hn^vret^  tluif  • 

Sir;  I  do  not  rise  up  to  opppse,  or  m 
the  least  to  dispute  any  of  the  rights  or 
privileges  which  the  honoufMe  genlla- 
man  has  been  pleased  to  mention,  i.  am 
fully  convinced,  that  this  nation  has  an 
indisputable  title  ip  all  those  rights  ai>d 
privileges,  and  I  shall  dw^ys  be  as  sealous 
for  dcffendinethem  as  that  gentleman  or 
any  other.    Nay,  I  aaa  eonvin^d,  that 

00  British  subject  will  pret^d  to  contro- 
vert anyone  of  them;  and  tho'efo^  I 
shall  readily  agree  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  every  ^ing  he  hass^jn' 
support  of  those  riants  and  prrvile^ ;  but 

1  cannot  agree  with  him  in  thinkmg,  that 
upon  this  occasion  th^  oug^  to  be  so  par- 
ticularly vindicated  and  asserted  by  the  re- 
solutions of  this  House.  I  canniyt  think 
there  is  at  present  the  least  occasion  for 
our  coming  to  any  such  resolutions ;  be- 
cause, I  beueve,  there  is  no  British  subject 
that  will  pretend  to  question  any  of  the 
rights  he  nas  mentioned,  or  that  wifl  dare 
to  say,  that  any  one  of  them  ought  to  be 
given  up.  It  is.  to  be  sure,  unnecessary, 
and  1  must  thmk  inconsistent  with  the 
dignity  of  this  House,  to  come  to  any  re- 
solution for  determining  a  question  that  is 
not  disputed  by  any  sdbject  of  Great 
Britain;  andwvCh  remect  to  foreigneni, 
'Our  resolutions  cannot  oe  of  any  signiica- 
tion ;  because  foreigners  are  no  way  bound 
nor  ean  they  be  fore-dosed  by  any  of  our 
determinations. 

But  this  is  not  siH,  8k ;  our  coming  to 
partieirfar  and  peremptory  resolutions,  is 
not  oidy  unnecessary,  but  it  would  be 
Artful.  It  would  ^e  pmhitxf^  the  thing  a 
^reat  deal  too  for;  because  it  woidd,  i^ 
m  opinien,  i9fdce  ^  war  nnayoidiArle. 
l4ongk  every  eoe  of  the  Tq^  and  ptivi* 
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leges  the  honourable  gentleman  has  been 
pleased  to  mention^  be  secured  to  us, 
either  by  the  law  of  nations,  or  by  so- 
lemn treaties,  or  by  both ;  yet  we  all  know, 
that  they  are  now,  and  always  have  been, 
so  far  disputed,  that  the  court  of  Spain 
has  never  yet  acknowledged  them,  in  ex- 
plicit terms,  notwithstanding  its  having 
been  brought  oflen  to  a  very  low  pass.  In 
treating  between  sovereign  and  indepen- 
dant  powers,  there  are  certain  me^ods 
and  forms  to  be  observed,  which  are  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  bringmg  any  treaty 
of*  peace,  commerce,  or  alliance,  to  a 
conclusion.  A  sovereign  prince  or  state 
may  often  be  prevailed  on  to  acknowledge 
a  right  or  privilege,  or  even  to  make  some 
new  concessions,  by  general  words,  which 
may  be  equivalent  to,  and  as  e£Pectual  as 
the  most  express  and  particular  declara- 
tion ;  and  yet  that  prince  or  state  would 
perhaps  engage  in,  or  continue  the  most 
oangerous  and  destructive  war,  rather  than 
make  such  an  express  and  particular  de- 
claration* For  this  reason  it  is  usual  and 
frequent  in  all  treaties,  to  make  use  of 
general  words,  in  those  cases  where  either 
of  the  contracting  parties  think  they  can- 
not in  honour  agree  to  acknowledge  a 
right,  or  make  a  concession,  in  express 
and  particular  terms. 

This,  Sir,  has  often  been  the  case,  par- 
ticularly between  Spam  and  us.  I  believe 
no  ^enUeman  will  doubt  of  our  right  to 
the  island  of  Jamaica.  I  believe  no  British 
subject  will  say,  that  it  is  not  absolutely 
fiurrjendered  and  sufficiently  secured  to  us, 
by  the  treaties  now  subsisting  between  the 
two  crowns;  and  yet  it  is  a  right  which 
^e  Spaniards  still  pretend  to  dispute.  It 
is  a  right  which  they  have  never  yet 
acknowledged  in  express  and  particular 
teons.  Even  in  the  year  1670,  when  they 
were  suing  for  a  peace,  and  for  some  new 
regulations  in  the  West-Indies,  and  suing 
for  it.  Sir,  in  as  bumble  a  manner  as  ever  a 
nation,  not  absolutely  reduced,  could  sub- 
mit to,  they  would  not  acknowledge  our 
right  to  that  island  in  express  terms,  nor 
did  we  think  it  necessary  they  should. 
They  thousht  it  was  inconsistent  with  the 
honour  of  l^eir  crown,  to  make  an  express 
and  particular  surrender  pf  diat  island; 
and  we  indulged  them  so  far  as  to  rest 
satisfied  with  that  surrender  and  acknow- 
ledgment contained  in  the  general  words 
of  that  treaty,  by  which  it  is  declared, 
**  That  we  shoulcf  hold  and  keep  all  the 
lands,  countries,  islands,  colonies,  and 
pther  ph^es  in  the  West-J^pdie^  or  in  any 


part  of  America,  which  we  then  held  and 
possessed."  This  we  then  thou^t  a  full 
and  sufficient  acknowledgment  oi  our  ri^ht 
to  that  island ;  and  it  seems  our  opioioa 
was  the  same  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht ;  a  treaty,  which,  I  am  sure,  some 
gentlemen  that  hear  me  will  not  pretend  to 
find  fault  ^ith ;  for  though  by  that  treaty 
we  nuiy  in  some  measure  be  said  to  ha?e 
given  Uie  kingdoms  both  of  Old  and  New 
Spain  to  that  mmily,  which  has  since  given 
us  so  much  disturbance,  yet  we  did  not 
then  desire  by  way  of  retribution  an  ex- 
press and  particidar  acknowledgment  of 
our  right  to  that  island,  nor  of  any  other  of 
our  rights  or  privileges  in  America :  the 
autliors  of  that  treaty.  Sir,  bein^of  opi- 
nion, it  seems,  that  the  stipulations  con- 
tained in  pther  treaties  sufficiently  secured 
them. 

From  the  practice  of  all  nations  there- 
fore, and  from  our  own  practice  in  former 
treaties,  we  not  only  may,  but  sometinies 
ought  to  satisfy  ourselves  with  general 
words  and  expressions,  in  cases  whcie  such 
general  words  or  expressions  may  be  as  e^ 
tectual,  and  may  render  what  we  aim  at  as 
secure  and  indisputable  as  if  it  had  been 
declared  or  regulated  in  the  most  particular 
and  explicit  terms.  But,  Sir,  if  in  the 
present  case,  this  House  should  come  to 
such  resolutions  as  have  been  proposed,  it 
would  render  it  impossible  for  us  aftem-ards 
to  accept  of,  or  propose,  any  such  general 
acknowledgments  or  concesssions.  The 
resolutions  presented  by  the  hon.  gentle^ 
man  would  cramp  our  ministers  aiid  ne- 
gociators,  who  would  r^ard  them  as 
rules  from  which  they  could  not  depart. 
In  such  a  case,  I  believe  no  minister 
would  take  upon  him  to  advise  his  Majesty 
to  make  a  proposition  to  the  court  of  Spain, 
relating  to  any  of  the  matters  now  in  dis- 
pute between  us,  that  was  less  explicit  or 
less  particular  than  the  resolution  this 
House  had  come  to  upon  that  head;  nor 
would  he  take  upon  him  to  advise  his  Ma^ 
jesty  to  approve  of  or  ratify  any  one  article 
in  a  treaty,  unless  it  was  as  full  and  as  parti* 
cularly  expressed  as  the  resolution  we  had 
come  to  upon  the  subject  matter  of  that  ar- 
ticle. Whether  this  would  be  an  incroach- 
ment  upon  that  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
by  which  it  has  the  sole  power  of  making 
peace  or  war,  I  shall  leave  to  others  to  de- 
termine ;  for  my  own  part  I  mua^  ^^v 
that  it  would  not  only  be  a  taking  from  bis 
Majesty  the  power  of  making  peace,  but 
that  it  would  be  taking  from  hun  the  powe^ 
of  judgiBC  what  aort  ofiiialriiotNDa  wiwia 
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be  most  proper  to  be  sent  to  his  ambassa^ 
dors  or  envoys  at  any  foreisn  court,  or  to 
his  pleni{>otentaries  at  any  mture  congress. 
But  this  is  not  the  only  disadvantage  such 
a  method  of  proceeding  would  be  attended 
with.  In  tny  opinion,  it  would  not  only 
make  war  unavoidable,  but  it  would  like- 
wise make  peace  unattainable,  till  one  or 
other  of  the  parties  engaged,  were  almost 
utterly  destroyed;  for  though  the  Spa- 
niards may  probably  in  the  way  of  nego- 
ciatioQ  be  brought  to  acknowledge  and 
confirm  all  the  rights  and  privileges  held  in 
dispute  between  them  and  us,  in  general 
terms,  or  perhaps  in  more  particular  and 
express  terms  than  are  to  be  found  in  any 
former  treaty  between  the  two  nations, 
yet  I  am  convinced,  they  will  never  agree 
to  acknowledgments  so  very  explicit  and 
particular,  as  those  contained  in  tlie  pro- 
positions tliat  Imve  been  now  laid  before 
us.  At  least  I  am  convinced,  they  can 
never  be  prevailed  on  to  do  so,  unless  we 
should  have  the  good  luck,  by  a  long  and 
saccessfVil  war,  to  bring  them  to  as  low  an 
ebb,  as  ever  any  nation,  not  absolutely 
•conquered,  was  brought  to.  We  may  with 
as  much  probability  of  success  propose 
forcing  them  to  ngn  a  carte  blanche,  as  to 
propose,  either  by  fair  or  foul  means,  to 
compel  them  to  make  such  particular  con- 
cessions as  are  mentioned  in  the  proposi- 
tions now  before  us;  and  1  do  not  think 
it  is  our  interest  to  endeavour  to  bring 
that  nation  so  low,  even  though  we  were 
certain  of  success,  and    that  the  other 

ners  of  Europe  would  sit  still,  and  tame- 
^old  our  triumphs,  without  either 
jealousy  or  envy. 

Now,  Sir,  as  1  think  every  one  of  the 
rights  at  present  in  dispute  between  Spain 
and  us,  may  be  as  fully  secured  to  us  by 
generd  words  in  a  future  treaty,  as  by 
particular  declarations  and  concessions: 
as  I  think  we  may,  in  consequence  of 
such  a  treaty,  continue  to  enjoy  those 
rights,  witli  as  little  disturbance  as  we  now 
enjoy  tbe  island  of  Jamaica;  therefore,  if 
eur  ministers  can  obtain  such  a  treaty, 
without  putting  the  nation  either  to  tlie 
hazard  or  expence  of  a  war,  I  must  think 
they  will  do  their  country  a  piece  of  good 
service ;  and  consequently,  I  must  thbk, 
it  would  be  wrong  in  this  House,  to  put  it 
out  of  their  power  to  negociate,  or  to  ad- 
me  his  Majesty  to  approve  of  a  treaty, 
that  may  attain  all  the  good  ends  proposed 
by  the  hon.  gentleman's  resolution,  and 
avoid  all  their  inccmvenienoes.  I  have,  1 
have  abo^  ffhewed  avery  peat  rsgard 


for  the  merchants  trading  to  and  from  oof 
plantations :  I  have  as  great  a  regard  for 
them,  and  I  thmk  them  as  useful  a4>ody  of 
men  as  any  in  the  kingdom:  but  we  must 
consider.  Sir,  that  we  have  a  great  number 
of  merchants  concerned,  and  a  very  consi- 
derable trade,  a  most  beneficial  trade  to 
this  nation,  in  Spain  and  the  Mcditerra<» 
nean.  The  former  might,  perhaps,  be  no 
great  loser8,«they  might  e\'en  be  sainen 
by  a  war  ;  whereas  me  latter  would  oer* 
tainly  be  undone ;  and  if  the  war  should 
be  of  any  duration,  some  iM-anches  of  oar 
Spanish  and  Mediterranean  trade  might 
perhaps  be  irrecoverably  lost.  I  hope  I 
may  be  allowed  to  have  some  regard  for  out 
Spanish,  Italian,  and  Turkey  merchants. 
Upon  their  account  I  shall  always  be  for 
avoiding  a  war  with  Spain,  as  long  as  pos- 
sible, and  shaU  never  give  my  consept  to 
any  mea8are  or  resolution,  that  I  think 
will  breed  such  a  quarrel  between  the  two 
nations  as  must  end  in  the  destruction  of 
one  or  other. 

For  this  reason.  Sir,  1  shall  be  against, 
our  coming  to  any  particular  and  peremp- 
tory resolutions,  with  respect  to  any  of  tna 
particular  rights  the  Spaniards  now' jHre* 
tend  to  contest ;  but  I  shaU  most  readily 
agree  to  any  motion  that  can  be  proposea, 
for  shewing  it  to  be  our  opinion,  that  our 
merchants  have  fully  proved  their  losses, 
and  that  the  depredations  that  have  been 
committed  are  contrary  to  the  law  of  na» 
tions,  contrary  to  the  treaties  subsisting 
between  the  two  crowns,  in  short,  that 
they  are  every  thing  bad,  and  without  the 
least  pretence  or  colour  of  justice.  This, 
I  say,  I  shall  most  willingly  agree  to,  be- 
cause I  think  the  petitioners  have  fully 
proved  the  allegations  of  their  petition ;  I 
think  they  have  fully  proved,  that  the  sub- 
jects of  this  kingdom  have  met  with  such 
treatment  from  the  Spanish  guarda  costas 
and  governors  in  America,  as  deserve  tlie 
highest  resentment ;  but  still,  I  think,  if 
proper  satisfaction  and  full  reparation  can 
be  obtained  by  peaceable  means,  we  ought 
not  to  involve  the  nation  in  a  war,  from 
the  event  of  which  we  have  a  great  deal  to 
fear;  and  the  utmost  we  can  hope  for 
from  the  most  uninterrupted  success,  is  a 
proper  satisfaction  for  past  injuries,  and  a 
proper  security  against  our  meeting  with 
any  such  hereafter,  both  which  we  are 
bound  to  think  there  are  still  hopes  of  ob« 
taining  by  way  of  negociation ;.  because  if 
it  had  been  otherwise,  his  Majesty 'would 
certainly  have  acquainted  us  with  it,  and 
would  liftve  desired  us  to  provide  for  ob^ 
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tainkig  by  fiiroe,  what  he  law  was  not  to 
be  obtained  by  fiiir  means. 

As  for  the  method,  Sir,  in  which  our 

nociadons  have  been  hitherto  carried  on, 
o  not  think  an  enquiry  into  it  can, 
upon  the  present  occasion,  come  properly 
before  us ;  but  if  it  could,  I  beliere  it  would 
be  easy  to  shew,  that  they  have  been  car* 
ried  on  in  that  manner,  which  was  the 
most  proper  for  producing  an  accommo- 
dation of  all  the  di&rences  subsisting  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  I  shall  grant,  that 
there  are  certain  periods,  and  certain  cir- 
cumstances, which  may  make  it  the  inte- 
nt of  a  nation  to  be  peremptory  in  every 
demand  they  make,  and  not  to  be  at  any 
grtet  nains  to  shew  the  reasonableness  of 
their  aemands,  or  to  answer  the  objections 
that  may  be  made  to  them ;  because,  as  a 
aation  may  sometimes  have  a  conquest  in 
view,  and  may  think  they  have  got  a  sea^- 
amiable  opportunity  for  accomplishing  their 
design,  it  may  be  more  for  tneir  interest 
to  come  to  an  open  rupture,  tlian  to  con- 
tinue in  peace  upon  the  most  equitable 
terms ;  but  this  can  seldom  or  never  be 
the  case  of  this  nation;  I  am  sure  it 
ia  not  our  case  at  present,  nor  has  it  never 
«noe  been  our  case  for  above  these  twenty 
jrears  past ;  and  therefore,  it  would  have 
been,  and  still  would  be,  madness  in  us,  to 
go  to  war  with  any  of  our  neighbours,  if 
tiiere  be  any  probability  of  obtaining  jus- 
tice in  a  peaced>le  manner. 

From  this  consideration  we  may  see. 
Sir,  that  it  would  be  imprudent  in  us  to  be 
peremptory  in  the  demands  we  make  upon 
any  of  our  neighbours ;  and  for  the  same 
reason,  we  ou^t  to  be  at  some  pains  to 
explain  the  reasonableness  of  our  demands, 
and  to  answer  all  the  objections  that  may 
be  made  against  them.  But  with  respect 
to  Spain,  we  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  nave 
more  patience,  and  to  treat  in  a  milder 
method  with  them,  than  with  any  other 
nation  in  Europe;  not  only  because  of  the 
advantage  we  reap  by  our  trade  with  that 
nation,  but  because  his  Catholic  Majesty 
is,  I  am  convinced,  as  much  inclined  to  do 
justice,  and  to  preserve  peace,  as  any 
prinoe  in  Europe.  Our  not  having  oli- 
tained  redress  before  this  time,  does  not,  I 
believe,  proceed  from  any  real  iotencion  in 
bis  Catholic  Majesty  to  do  diis  nation  as 
mjuvy,  or  to  allow  any  of  his  subjects  to 
injure  os,  but  from  the  nature  of  the  dis- 

Ki  between  us,  which  depends  opon 
,  that  must  be  fiiHy  enqaired  into,  and 
oertainly  known,  beforo  it  om  be  deler* 
'  whether  tiiey  are  nqvrMS  or  not? 
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and  as  all  those  ftets  happen  at  a  grsat 
distance,  it  is  impossibio  to  nave  apaitica. 
lar  and  distinct  account  of  them  m  a  short 
time,  especially  as  it  is  very  much  the  in. 
terest  of  the  Spanish  governors  in  Ams- 
rica  to  misrepresent  them.  Considering 
therefore  the  justice  and  the  upightnes 
of  his  Catholic  Majesty's  intentions,  con- 
sidering his  friendship  and  good  indios- 
tions  towards  us,  it  would  have  been  wrong 
in  us  to  make  peremptory  demands  at  fint; 
it  would  have  been  wrong  in  us  not  to  an- 
swer  every  objection  that  was  made  against 
any  of  our  demands :  On  the  contrafy,  oar 
own  interest  made  it  incumbent  upon  m 
to  make  a  full  and  particular  answer  to 
every  objection,  in  order  to  convince  his 
Majesty  of  the  justice  of  our  demands  or 
pretensions;  because, from  that  conviction 
we  had,  I  hope  we  still  have,  great  reason 
to  expect  full  satisfiustion. 

Having  thus.  Sir,  laid  my  thoughts  be- 
fore you,  upon  the  matter  now  under  our 
consideration,  and  having  given  yon  my 
reasons  for  not  approving  (^  all  the  pro- 
positions, the  hon«  gentleman  has  told  in 
he  is  ajbout  to  make,  I  shall  now  beg  leave 
to  offer  an  Amendment  to  his  motion, 
which  is,  That  the  first  part  of  this  motion 
should  stand  as  it  is  in  these  words;  '*  That 
it  is  the  natural  undoubted  right  of  British 
subjects  to  sail  with  their  ships  on  any  part 
of  the  seas  of  America,  to  and  from  any 

Kof  his  Majesty's  dominions."  So  far 
ticely  agree  with  hiiti ;  but  in  my  opi- 
nion, ail  that  he  has  proposed  to  follow 
after  these  words,  ought  to  be  left  out: 
and  instead  thereof,  I  propose,  tliat  thefe 
words  or  resolutions  ought  to  be  inserted, 
^*  That  the  freedom  of  navigatioo  and  com- 
merce, which  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain 
have  an  undoubted  right  to  by  the  law  of 
nations,  and  which  is  not  in  the  least  re- 
strained by  virtue  of  any  of  the  treaties 
subsisting  between  the  crowns  of  Gr^ 
Britain  and  Spain,  has  been  ffre^^J  ^^^' 
rupted  by  the  Spaniards,  under  pretences 
altogether  groundless  and  ui^ust.  That 
before  and  «nce  the  execution  of  the 
treaty  of  Seville,  and  the  declaration  made 
by  Che  cr«wn  of  Sp«n»  pursuant  there- 
unto, for  the  satisfaction  and  secsTity 
of  the  commerce  d  Great  Britain,  many 
unjust  seizures  and  captures  have  bees 
sHide,  and  great  depredations  comroitlei 
by  the  Spaniards,  whkh  have  been  at- 
tended wkh  many  instances  of  oal>ew«' 
of  cruelty  and  barbari^.  nat  die  » 
meat  amplications  nnde  to  the  <»iH^f" 
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tion  to  Ids  Mi^tr't.  injurad  •ubjeots,  for 
bringing  the  offisnaers  to  condiffn  punbh- 
meDt,  and  for  preventing  the  fike  abuses 
for  the  future,  nave  proved  vain  and  inef- 
fectual ;  and  the  several  orders  or  cedulas, 
granted  by  the  king  of  Spain,  for  restitu- 
tion and  reparation  of  great  losses  sustain- 
ed, by  the  unlawful  and  unwarrantable 
seizures  and  captures  made  bv  the  S]^a» 
oiards,  have  been  disobeyed  by  tne  Spanish 
governors,  or  totally  evaded  and  eluded. 
And  that  these  violences  and  depredations 
have  been  carried  on  to  the  great  loss  and 
damage  of  the  subjects  of  ureat  Britain 
trading  to  America,  and  in  direct  violation 
of  the  treaties  subsisting  between  the  two 
crowns." 

I  do  not  know,  Sir,  if  I  shall  have  the 
good  luck  to  meet  with  the  approbation  of 
this  House;  but  what  I  have  proposed 
wii],  in  my  opinion,  be  as  strong  a  vindi- 
cation of  all  the  rights  and  privue|^e8  now 
in  diq>ttte  between  Spain  and  us,  as  if  every 
one  of  diem  had  been  particularly  men- 
tioned: and,  I  diink,  it  will  be  a  swcient 
testiznony  of  its  being  the  opinion  of  this 
House^  taat  the  fiicts  set  forth  in  the  seve- 
ral Petitions  now  before  us^  have  been 
fully  proved;  and  that  wjd  look  upon  those 
iacts  to  be  such  as  aroydontrary  to  the  law 
of  DAdons,  and  to  the  treaties  subsisting 
between  the  two  crowns.  It  will  likewise, 
I  tiunk^  testify  fully  to  the  w<Nrld,  the  re- 
sentment of  this  liousie,  against  the  de* 
predations  that  have  been  committed  upon 
oar  werehants,  and  the  cruelties  that  have 
been  used  towards  our  seamen ;  and  that 
we  are  rvsolved  not  to  suffer  sudi  prac- 
tices to^e  continued  in  time  to  come,  nor 
to  aBow  those  that  are  passed  to  go  unpu- 
nished. This,  I  think.  Sir,  is  the  utmost 
length  we  can  go  at  present ;  it  is  the  ut- 
most length  this  House  ought  to  go,  be-  i 
ctiose  it  will  answer  all  the  ends  we  can  ! 
p>ropaBe  by  the  most  particular  resolutions ; 
dud  at  tile  same  time  it  will  leave  room  for 
putting  an  end  to  aU  the  diferences  be- 
tween Spain  and  us,  in  an  amicable  man- 
aaiv  which,  I  have  shewed,  would  very 
probaldy  be  rendered  impossible^  in  case 
vi«  ehotttd  now  come  to  such  particular  re-  I 
aoiutloiiS)  as  the  hon«  gendeman  near  me 
has  been  ^eased  to  propose  t  Therefore  I 
hsipe  even  the  hon.  gendeman  himself  wilt 
mppP99^  of  the  Amendment  t  have  ofered^ 
ta  the  end  that  we  may  appear  to  be  una- 
piia<(tos  in  evet^  resolutson  we  may  come 
tft^  upbn  aa  sAttr,  which  is  of  so  petit  an 
itupmmte  to  the  tmde  and  hapj^neas  of 
tlk&  aaifeni  mA  to  the  «raaquiility  of  tn^ 
rope  in  general 


Mr.  Pulieney  stood  up  again,  and  said  t 

Sir ;  1  find  the  debate  upon  the  affidv 
now  before  us,  is  like  to  take  that  turn, 
which  I  from  the  beginning  imagined  it 
would.  After  I  had  opened  and  explained 
the  several  rights  and  privileges  of  this  na« 
tion,  which  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be 
established  by  the  resolutions  of  this 
House,  I  said,  I  knew  it  would  not  be  di« 
reedy  asserted,  that  tiiey  were  not  worth 
the  care  of  a  British  parliament,  but  such 
a  thing  I  supposed  might  be  insinuated ; 
and  now  I  find  it  is  pretended,  they  are  so 
little  worth  our  care,  that  there  is  no  oc* 
casion  for  establishing  them  particularlv 
and  dlstinctlv,  but  that  we  may  satisQ^ 
ourselves  with  general  words  and  expres- 
sions,  which,  it  is  said,  will  be  found  as  ef« 
fectua],  as  if  every  one  of  these  rights  and 
privileges  had  been  distinctly  and  particu* 
larly  mentioned  and  explained. 

After  the  experience  we  have  had,  for 
many  years  past,  I  am  surprised.  Sir,  to 
find  it  even  so  much  as  msinuated,  thai 
general  words  or  expressions,  m  any  fu* 
ture  treaty,  can  be  supposed  to  be  as  ef- 
fectual, as  particular  and  distinct  acknow* 
lodgments  or  declarations;  and  I  ane 
eqi^ly  surprised  to  find  it  asserted,  that 
this  House  may,  upon  this  third  appllca>* 
tion,  content  itself  with  coming  to  a  gene«^ 
ral  resoludom  Sir,  diere  is  not  one  of  the 
rights  or  prrriieges,  which  are  asserted  i» 
the  pr«)poBitions  I  have  now  offered,  but 
what  is  collected  firom  the  general  worda 
of  former  treaties,  and  have  been  confirmed ' 
to  us  over  and  again.  These  geners^ 
words  we  have,  by  sad  experience^  often 
found  to  be  ineffectual ;  ana  shall  we  agaiik 
put  our  trust  in  that,  which  we  find  has  so 
often  deceived  us  ?  Shall  we  allow  the 
ft-eedora  of  our  commerce,  and  the  pro- 
perties of  our  fellow-subjects,  to  depend 
any  longer  upon  that,  wmch  has  for  msmy 
years  subjected  the  former  to  continual 
mterruptions,  and  has  often  made  the 
latter  a  prey  to  our  enemies  ? 

Those  rights,  Sir,  which  depend  upon 
the  law  of  nations,  are  certainly  confirmed 
by  the  general  words  of  every  treaty  of 
peace  and  friendship,  that  can  be  made 
between  two  nations ;  and  while  neither 
pretends  to  contest,  or  to  incroach  upon, 
such  rights,  both  may  rest  satisfied  wkh 
such  generid  confirmatlenst  because  a 
tacit  acquiescence  on  one  part  is  general 
ly,  and  with  reason,  regarded  as  sufficiefHt 
security  for  the  other.  But  if  either  of 
the  two  begins  to  contest  any  one  of  those 
ri^^  or  te  usurp  n  poiv er^  that  is  i 


671J 


11  GEORGE  11. 


Procecdmgi  in  the  Ommimg 


\m 


iistent  irkh  any  of  theniy  it  dien  becomes 
necessary  for  the  other  Qation  to  have  that 
right  particularly  explained,  and  of  new 
established,  in  the  most  distinct  and  ex- 
plicit terms :  they  are  bound  in  duty  to 
mankind,  as  well  as  to  themselves,  to  com« 
pel  the  usurping  nation  to  pass  from  that 
power,  whica  they  have  usurped,  and  to 
agree  upon  such  terms  as  shall  leave  no 
room  for  setting  up  any  such  pretence  in 
time  to  co!ne.  Oi  this  nature  are  the  two 
first  rizhts,  which  I  proposed  to  b^  esta- 
blished;  I  mean, ''  That  of  its  bemg  the 
riffht  of  British  subjects,  to  sail  with  their 
ships  on  any  part  o^  the  seas  of  America, 
to  and  from  any  part  of  his  Majesty's  do- 
minions ;"  and,  *'  That  of  its  being  the  right 
of  British  subjects,  to  carry  in  their  ships 
all  sorts  of  goods,  merchandize,  or  effects, 
from  one  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions 
to  any  other  part  of  his  Majesty's  domi- 
nions." These,  Sir,  arc  two  rights,  which 
depend  upon  the  law  of  nations,  and  there- 
fore, while  neitlier  of  them  was  contested 
or  incroached  on  by  Spain,  it  was  sufficient 
for  us  to  have  them  confirmed  by  general 
words;  but  of  late  years,  the  Spanish 
guarda  costas  have  been  so  arrogant,  tliat 
they  have  usurped  a  power  of  entering  in 
a  rorcible  manner,  and  searching  every 
British  ship  they  meet  with  in  the  open 
seas  oi  America ;  and  they  have  likewise 
usurped  a  power  of  determming  what  sort 
of  goods,  or  merchandize,  may  be  carried 
in  British  ships,  from  one  part  of  the 
British  dominions  to  another.  For  this 
reason,  it  is  now  become  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  us  to  compel  them,  either  by  fair 
or  foul  means,  to  pass  from  both  these 
usurpations,  and  to  establish  and  confirm 
to  us  those  rights  we  are  intitled  to  by  the 
law  of  nations,  not  by  general  words,  as 
formerly,  but  particiuarly  and  distinctly, 
and  in  the  most  express  and  explicit 
terms. 

Then,  Sir,  as  to  those  rights  iivhich  may 
be  peculiar  to  one  nation,  and  v/hich  it 
may  have  acquired,  by  occupancy,  pur- 
chase, conquest,  or  otherwise,  the  nation 
^at  has  made  any  such  acquisition,  may  at 
first  restsatisfied  with  having  their  right  ac- 
knowledged bv  other  nations  in  general 
terms ;  out  \i  any  neighbouring  nation 
should  begin  to  contest  their  right,  or 
should  begin  to  interrupt  and  disturb  them 
in  the  possession  of  a  nght  they  had  law- 
fully acquired,  it  would  then  be  incum- 
bent upon  them  to  have  their  right  parti- 
^lariy,  distinctly,  and  expressly  acknow- 
ledgecl^  fay  that  nation  at  least,  that  had 


begun  to  contest  their  ri^ht,  or  diituib 
their  possession.  To  apply  this.  Sir,  to 
the  two  last  rights  I  proposed  to  be  estab- 
h'shed :  it  is  well  known,  that  we  have  long 
since  acquired  a  right  to  make  settlements 
in  the  province  of  Jucatan*  and  to  cut 
logwood  in  the  neighbouring  bay  of  Cam- 
pechey;  and  it  b  likewise  well  knowo, 
that  we  have  long  since  acquired  a  right 
to  gather  salt  in  the  island  of  Tortugas. 
Those  rights  we  not  only  acquired  by  a 
lawful  title  at  first,  but  they  ha?e  since 
been  oftentimes  acknowledged  and  con* 
firmed  to  us  by  the  crown  of  Spain,  in  as 
express  terms,  as  they  can  be,  by  general 
words  or  clauses,  in  any  future  treaty. 
While  Spain  did  not  pretend  to  controrert 
them,  or  to  disturb  us  in  the  possession, 
it  was  sufficient  to  have  them  confinned 
by  general  words,  in  those  treaties  that 
were  made  between  the  two  nations ;  but 
of  late  years,  Spain  has  not  only  begun  to 
controvert  these  rights,  but  lias  actually 
disturbed  us  in  the  possession,  by  seizing 
our  ships,  and  muraering  or  maltreating 
our  seamen,  for  no  other  reason,  bat  be- 
cause they  were  found  in  the  exercise  of 
those  rights,  which  belonged  to  them  as 
subjects  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britaio. 
We  cannot  therefore  now  satisfy  ourselTes 
with  having  such  rights  acknowledged  in 
general  terms :  if  we  ever  come  to  any 
treaty  with  that  nation,  we  ought  to  have 
both  of  them  particularly  and  expressly 
acknowledged.  This,  1  sa^^  Sir,  we  ougl^  I 
to  have ;  this  we  will  have,  if  we  treat  upon 
an  equal  footing,  and  shew  a  due  regard 
to  the  honour  and  trade  of  our  natire 
country. 

Every  one  must  grant,  Sir,  that  we  have 
as  good  right  to  cut  logwood  in  the  Bay 
oi  Campechey,  and  gather  salt  on  the 
island  of  Tortugas,  as  we  have  to  the 
island  of  Jamaica  :  the  former  has  been  as 
often  confirmed  as  the  latter,  by  the  gene- 
ral words  of  the  treaties  subsisting  between 
us  and  Spain.  But  the  difference  at  pre- 
sent is,  that  the  former  has  been  of  iate 
not  only  contested  but  invaded,  whereas 
our  right  to  Jamaica  has  not  of  late  been 
openly  contested,  nor  our  possession  dis- 
turbed. I  am  glad  it  has  not;  for  lam 
convinced,  that  those  who  are  so  fond  of 
peace,  as  for  its  sake  to  give  up  our  right 
to  cut  logwood  in  the  Bay  of  Campechey> 
and  gather  salt  in  tlie  island  of  Tortugas, 
would  hkewise  for  the  same  reason  hs^^ 
given  up  the  island  of  Jamaica,  if  the 
Spaniards  had  revived  their  pretensions 
to  that  island,  and  had  insisted  iqN«  iu 
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nal»  6kv  I  fawre  ihe^n  tfatity  if  we 
jiidtfe  by  ^scpcrieiicey  we  ean  put  no 
fivther  tmit  in  general  words  or  eipres- 
dons ;  and  I  hare  also  thewn  that,  from 
tile  natwe  of  things^  We  cannot  novr  rest  sa* 
tisfied  withgenmd  acknowledgments  or 
decbratkms.  If  we  have  any  regard  for 
the  honour  or  tradft  of  this  nation*  if  we 
have  any  regard  for  the  lives,  the  liber- 
dea,  or  die  properties  of  our  fellow-sub- 
jects, we  must  insist  that,  in  any  future 
treaty  to  be  made  between  the  two  n»* 
tioas  every  one  of  the  rights  or  privileges 
now  in  dispute,  shall  be  particiiiarl]|r  and 
distinctly  acknowledged:  and  if  this  be 
the  case,  what  harm  can  there  be  in  our 
coming  to  a  distinct  and  separate  resolu- 
tion with  respect  to  every  one  of  the 
rights  i  have  mentioned?  But  this  is  not 
al^  Sir :  if  this  had4)een  the  first  time  any 
n>plication  had  been  made  to  us,  against 
the  insults  and  depredations  of  the  Spa^ 
niards ;  if  this  faaa  been  the  first  time  we 
had  fbund  it  necessary  to  come  to  any  re- 
solutioii  upon  that  head;  there  wWd  be 
some  pretence  for  saying,  we  ou^t  to 
rest  satisfied  with  a  general  resolution; 
it  migfat  perhaps  be  supposed  that  sudi  a 
general  resolution  as  die  honourable  gen- 
tleman near  me  has  been  pleased  to  pro- 
pose, would  be  sufficient  tor  procuring  a 
remedy  fbr  those  evils,  our  injured  coun- 
trymen compkun  of;  but  we,  have  twice  al- 
ready come  to  such  a  general  resdution  ; 
wfe  nave  twice  already  found  that  sucli  a 
ffeaeral  resolution  has  proml  altogether 
mefibctuai;  and  tberetore  we  are  now 
lyoth  in  h<Miour  and  duty  bound  to  tbidc  of 
some  other  method,  for  giving  lelief  to 
those  who,  we  find,  have  so  jusdy  cooip- 
plained. .  Even  the  resolutions  i  have  jpro- 
posed^  nny  prove  inefiectoel ;  1  am  afraid 
they  wMl,  eyen  though  they  were  much 
more  enpiess  and  stroim  tbau  they  aile, 
unless  we  alter  eur  conduct ;  but  sux^y, 
the  leaiA  we  can  do,  upon  tfab  third  applt- 
cation  is,  to  endeavour  to  yindicate  and 
eatabili^  by^e  resoludous  of  thi^  House, 
those  riglib,  which  the  Spenlards  huve  Uo 
teng  darM  to  diS[^te  witk  us,  axid  whidi 
have  aolonggiireu  them  u  handle  for  pluii- 
^niag  our  ninrthawtt,  ind  crarily  uiuig 
ouriM»ieii« 

These  rigtovU  is  true,  Sir,»tewotdi8- 
MAftd  l^lmy  of  ouir«ywnMb{ect&;  thdbgh 
i  tdo  laetkti^w,  Htdieve  may  be  )90«e, 
Wbo)  ^  thlAr'dwii  neMih  tttds,  w^idd  b^ 
flAdrofhre^e^ortofilNii^fi*^  ishall 
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i]K0w«egnnn%  mas  we  cibboc  pieforai  to 
bind  or  mecbse  fioceigners^  at  least  io  i 
legfd  maimer^  by  ai^  of  our  determina^ 
donioirreaoltttioas^  but  if  either  of  these 
were  a  good  reason  for  our  not  coming  to 
the  resoKitimi  i  haye  proposed,  mnw 
would  be  oo  oceasion  fdr  our  roming  to 
any  resolatioii  at  all,  rdating  to  the  anir 
now  befdie  us.  Is  diere  any  subject  in 
the  British  dominions,  Chat  say%  dares  mjp 
that  our  merchants  have  not  been  plun* 
dered,  and  our  seamen  maltreated,  by  the 
Spaniards  in  America  ?  Does  any  suojeei 
of  &eat  Britain  say  that  a  proper  satis* 
faction  has  yet  been  obtsinea  for  the  k^ 
suits  and  injuries,  that  haye  been  put  upoo 
us?  What  occasion  can  we  then  have^ 
according  to  the  honourable  gentleman'li 
wajr  of  reasoning,  fbr  coroii^  to  noy  i^6eo^ 
lutionsy  fpr  ascertaining  the  truth  of  fads 
which  none  of  our  own  subjects  doubt  of? 
For,  with  regard  to  foreigners^  we  cau  aa 
litde  pretend  to  bind  or  foredose  thenv 
with  respect  to  the  truth  df  fada^  as  we 
ean  pretend  to  binder  foreclose  dniin  with 
respect  to  the  justice  or  validity  e£  an^ 
rignt  we  pretend  toi»  Therefore,  if  this 
argument  were  of  any  weight,  there  woidd 
be  as  litde  reason  for  our  cemiuff  to  the  re^ 
selttdon  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
been  pleased  to  propose,  as  for  our  cem^ 
ing  to  any  one  of  die  reseludons  I  hay^ 
mendoned. 

But  in  the  case  now  bieFore  us,  Sir,  we 
are  not  to  come  to  retolutions  with  a  defe 
eien  to  detetvnine  absolutely  aaymaderof 
d^t»  or  to  foreeloM  either^ur  own  eM» 
trymen  or  foreigners.  The  design  of  our 
Tesoludoiis  ought  to  be,  to  shew  both  te 
our  own  couhtrjrmen  and  fisreianeis,  that 
we  are  resolved  to  yindicate  and  assert,  to 
the  last  drop  of  our  blood,  those  rights, 
which  we  think  belong  to  us ;  and  that 
both  our  own  countrjrmca  and  foreigneia 
may  know,  what  we  look  upon  as  the  un^ 
doubted  rights  and  privileges  of  the  na- 
tion, thoee,  at  least,  which  are  uow  coo^ 
-tested,  ought  to  be  particuiariy  and  er- 
pressly  estMriMed  by  the  rbsoiudons  we 
are  to  ^ome  to  upon  |his  occasion.  Thii^ 
Sir^  WiDheve  a  good  e€e^t  upon  foreign- 
ers, as  well  as  bur  own  coutftrymen.  if 
tfaeie  be  any  amone  die  toter,  who  think 
they  «iay  sacrifice  the  honour  and  interest 
of  the  naiion,  to  thek  own  erne  aind  se- 
curity, by  giving  up  all  or  any  6£ihe  ri^Mi 
tiow  1/n  di4>ute  herweeh  Spaiu  atod  us,  #r, 
by  allowing  ihetti  ito  be  anf  tonsp^  iu- 
oroMied  on  or  yioltited^  thej^wilT  ftam 
tfaeuee  iue^  ttat  iMf  mmei^jfM  the  ui- 
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House ;  and  if  anjfofeigiien,  perticnhriy 
the  Spanianby  have  been,  by  our  lale  pa^ 
eific  conduct,  led  into  a  belief^  that  we 
dare  not  vindicate  our  known  righta  and 
INivilegeSy  such  retolutioos  will  shew  them, 
that,  however  fttcific,  or  rather  pusilla- 
nimous,  some  people  amongst  us  may  be, 
however  much  afraid  some  may  be  of  a 
war,  the  nation  itself  is  neither  become 
pusillanimous,  nor  is  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  afraid  of  a  war,  when  it  be- 
comes necessary  for  preserving  the  trade, 
or  vindicating  the  honour  of  the  nation. 
This  will  make  the  Court  of  Spain  seri- 
ously  consider  the  consequences  of  an 
open  rupture  with  this  nation ;  and  if  they 
do,  I  am  sure  they  will  give  us  full  satis- 
Action  and  security,  rather  than  come  to 
an  open  rupture,  unless  they  have  got  a 
greater  advantage  from  our  late  nego- 
dations  and  conducti  than  is  yet  generuly 
aeen  through. 

I  shall  not  pretend.  Sir,  to  know,  or 
even  to  ^uess  at,  the  present  system  of 
poliUcs  m  Europe :  it  has  been  of  late  so 
entirely  turned  topsy-turvy,  and  so  little 
of  our  foreign  politics  have  been  com- 
municated to  this  House,  that  no  gentle- 
man can  say  he  has  any  knowledge  of 
them,  if  he  knows  no  more  than  what  he 
has  learned  by  being  a  member  of  this 
House;  but  this  I  mav  venture  to  say, 
that  if  we  consider  and  compare  the  two 
kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain  only, 
andthe  respective  power  of  each,  even  as 
it  stands  at  present,  we  can  have  no  rea- 
-aon  to  be  afraid  of  a  war  with  Spain,  nor 
can  they  have  reason  to  expect  any  tri- 
umphs over  us.  Indeed,  it  the  political 
siftira  of  Europe  have  been  n^ociated 
into  such  a  system,  that  Spain  is  now  pro- 
-vided  with  powerful  allies,  ready  to  sup- 
port them  in  all  their  pretensions  i^on  41s, 
aiyi  this  nation  not  provided  with  any  one 
4dly,  whose  assistatice  we  can  depend  on, 
even  in  defendins  our  just  rights  and  prt- 
vUe^ies,  we  may  have  some  reason  for  con- 
tinum^  to  submit  tamely  to  the  most  cruel 
indigniti^,  rather  than  come  to  an  open 
rupture;  but  if  this  be  our  unfortunate 
case,  which  God  forbid  i  I  wish  some  of 
those  gentlemen,  who  know  somediing  of 
the  present  system  of  politics  in  Europe, 
wovud  rise  im  and  make  us  acquamted 
with  our  uniucky  circumstances,  before 
.we  proceed  to  oo  any  thing,  that  may 


aer  them  worse.  In sucha  case,  I shaU 
admit,  we-ou^t  to  be  extremely  cautious 
<  doing  any  thmi^  that  may  tend  towards 
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iovidving  the  nation  in  a  war;*biitifthii 
be  our  case,  if  we  cannot  extricste  die 
nation  out  of  those  difficulties  it.kboun 
under  at  present,  I  am  sure  we  oegfat  to 
deliver  it  from  the  counsellon  who  have 
brought  it  into  those  difiiculties;  and  ix 
that  purpose,  we  ought  to  enter  iiito  an 
enquiry  very  di&rent  from  that  we  have 
been  upon,  and  we  onght  to  come  to  re- 
solutions very  different  from  any  that  hare 
been  proposed. 

But  I  have  the  pleasure  to  think,  Sir, 
that  this  is  far  from  being  our  case  at  pre* 
sent ;  because,  if  the  nation  jvere  in  soch 
a  melancholy  situation,  it  would  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  reveal  it  to  this  House, 
upon  the  present  occasion ;  and  as  several 
gentlemen  amongst  us,  must  be  acquamted 
with  it,  1  a<n  persuaded  they  have  agreater 
regard  for  their  native  country,  than  to 
conceal  what  is  now  so  necessary  for  us  to 
know.  I  am  convinced,  some  of  then 
would  have  laid  our  circumstances  fully 
before  us,  whatever  might  have  been  tlw 
consequences,  either  with  respect  to  them- 
selves or  friends.  I  cannot  tnerefore  sug- 
gest to  myself  the  least  shadow  ef  reasoa, 
why  we  ought  to  be  so  much  afraid  of  a 
war,  as  to  accept  of,  'or  agree  to,  any  fu- 
ture treaty,  that  does  not  in  the  most 
effectual  manner  secure  to  us  the  poves- 
sion  of  those  rishts,  which  have  been 
lately  contested.  We  have,  'tis  tme,beea 
told,  that  Spain  may  think  it  incoDsiskent 
with  the  honour  of  their  crown,  to  make 
any  express  and  particular  declaration& 
Sir,  this  honour  can  at  best  be  said  to  be 
but  an  imaginary  one:  but  suppose  it 
otherwise,  they. ought  to  have  consideied 
this,  before  they  began  to  contest  any  of 
those  points  with  us ;  for  their  very  start- 
ing that  dispute  makes  it  inconsistent  with 
the  honour  of  the  crown  of  Great  Brttain, 
to  accept  of  any  general  acknowledgment! 
for  the  future,  at  least  with  respect  ts 
those  rights  they  have  dared  to  contest; 
and-I  hope  this  House  will  never  hesitats 
upon  the  alternative,  whether  the  ima- 

rry  honour  of  the  crown  of  Spain,  or 
real  honour  of  the  crown  of  Britain, 
ahoukl  be  supported :  nor  will  this  natioo, 
I  hope,  ever  be  in  such  circumstances,  ss 
to  be  under  a  necessity^  of  wounding  ito 
own  hwour,  in  the  moat  .sensible  part,  for 
the  sake  of  avoiding  a  war  with  Spsin,  or 
with  any  other  power  in  Euaqpe. 
,  For  this  reason.  Sir,  we  hav^  no  occa- 
Mon  to  avoid  comii^  to  particular  rssolu^ 
tionsy  for  fear  of  mng  up  the  hands  of 
our  p^Dciators.    On  .the  contnuryi  it  n 
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one  of  the  atrongett  nrguments  for  our 
coming  to  a  particular  resection,  uritfa 
respect  to  eveiy  right  now  in  dispute  be« 
tween  Spain  and  us ;  for  of  late  yeanf,  our 
negodators  aeem  to  have  mmded  the 
forms  md  ceremonies  of  -  treating  between 
soveragn  jpowers,  more  than  the  substan- 
tiak;  and  therefore,  if,  in  the  present 
case,  no  particular  directions  be  given 
^em  by  this  House,  I  am  afraid  they  will 
accept  of  such  general  acknowledgments 
or  declarations,  as  will  make  those  rights 
more  disputatrfe  uid  precarious  than  ever 
they  were  heretofore.  I  am  far  from  think- 
ing, diat  our  coming  to  particular  resolu- 
tioiia,  or  our  obliging  those  who  may  be 
hereafter  employ^  to  negociate  for  us, 
to  insiat  upon  having  these  rights  now  in 
dispute  particularly  acknowledged  and 
confinnea,  will  make  a  war  unavoidable ; 
because,  I  believe,  if  the  court  of  Spain  be 
once  fully  convinced,  that  nothing  less 
will  satisfy  us,  diey  will  agree  to  such  par- 
ticular acknowledgments,  riather  then  come 
to  an  open  rupture:  but  they  will  cer- 
tainly wave  and  put  off  agreeing  to  any 
such,  aa  long  as  ttiey  think  we  will  bear 
with  it ;  because,  in  l^e  mean  time,  they 
will  eveiy  now  and  then  be  getting  some* 
thing  by  the  plunder  of  our  merchants ; 
and  as  our  ministers  have,  I  think,  already 
allowed  them  to  dally  with  us  too  long 
upon  this  head,  I  hope  this  House  wiS 
now  interpose,  in  order  not  only  to  con- 
vince the  Spaniards,  that  nothing  will 
satisfy  this  nation,  but  a  particular  ac- 
knowisdgment  of  every  riglit  they  have 
taken  up<m  them  to  dispute,  and  to 
convince  the  ministry  that  a  British  Par- 
liament are  better  negociators  than  them- 
selves. 

But  suppose.  Sir,  that  the  Spaniards,  by 
preauming  upon  our  weakness,  timidity, 
or  badxsonduct,  should  absolutdy  refuse 
to  come  to  any  particular  settlements 
with  us;  win  any  man  say,  that  for  the 
sake  of  ateiding  a  war,  we  ought  to  accept 
of  a  treaty  «r  convention,  from  which  we 
can  expect  no  satisfiiction  for  past  injuries, 
nor  security  against  future  ?  The  treaty  of 
Seville  may  convince  every  man,  that  we 
can  expect  nothing  from  general  acknow- 
ledgments, or  genmd  promises :  from  that 
treaty,  we  were  told,  I  believe  I  have  an 
]ion.gendeman  ndw  in  my  eye  who  affirmed 
it  in  this  House,  that  the  nation  was  to 
reap  mat  advantages ;  but  I  know  of  no 
man  m  the  kingdom,  that  haaas  yet  found 
any  adiantages  from  that  treaty,  unless  it 
be  the  comnjssiiieB  and  their  atteiwUttti ; 


and  if  our  ministers  dipuld  now  procure^ 
or  accept  of,  such  another  treaty,  as  that 
of  Seville,  I  hope  they  will  pardon  me  if  I 
think  that  they  will  do  a  notable  injury  to 
their  country,  instead  of  doing  it  a  piece 
of  good  service.  I  have  as  great  a  r^ard 
as  the  hon.  js^entleman  can  have  for  our 
Spanish,  Italian,  and  Turkey  merchants ; 
but  our  suffering  our  America  trade  to  be 
mined,  is  not  the  way  to  protect  them.  I 
am  afraid.  Sir,  that,  if  we  shall  lose  our 
American  trade,  the  balance  of  trade  to  all 
other  countries  will  be  very  much  against 
us ;  I  wish  it  is  not  so  now. 

Therefore,  for  the  sake  of  our  other  mer- 
chants trading  to  the  Mediterranean  and 
Levant,  I  think  we  ought  to  insist  strenu* 
ously  upen  the  protectionof  ourmerchants, 
and  the  freedom  of  our  navigation,  in  all 
parts  of  the  world ;  for  if  we  allow  our 
merchants  to  be  plundered,  and  our  navi« 
gation  iaterruptea  in  any  one  part  of  the 
worid,  our  fate  will  soon  come  to  be  the 
same  in  every  other  part  of  the  world ;  and 
even  in  the  Mediterranean,  as  well  as  the 
American  seas,  the  Spaniards  have  of  late 
begun  to  make  more  free  with  the  British 
flag,  than  ever  they,  or  any  other  nation, 
durst  do  in  times  past.  Let  ne  gentle- 
man therefore  pretend,  that  his  regard 
for  our  merchants  trading  to  one  part  of 
the  world,  ought  to  previtul  with  nim  to 
allow  our  merchants  trading  to  any  other 
part  of  the  world,  to  be  plundered  and 
abused. 

Sir,  it  is  to  our  trade  and  navigation  we 
owe  the  whole  of  our  riches,  power  and 
splendour.  Before  we  had  any  trade  or 
navigation,  this  island  was  litde  bettor 
thanadesart;  and  if  we  should  allow  both 
to  be  destroyed,  it  wfll  be  soon  reduced  to 
its  fohner  condition*  The  extensive  trade 
and  navigation  we  now  have,  is  not  so 
much  owing  to  our  situation,  which  haa 
always  been  the  same,  as  to  the  great  care 
we  have  taken  in  these  latter  aces,  that  our 
merchants  and  seamen  should  meet  wtdi 
safl&ty  and  respect  in  all  parts  of  the  workL 
Our  great  king  Edward  S,  shewed  such  a 
regard  for  oUr  trade  and  navigation,  that 
upon  a  complaint  from  our  merchants,  of 
tlieir  having  been  plundered  by  the  Spa- 
nidi  pirates  or  guardacostas  of  those  days^ 
he  immediately  fitted  out  a  fleet,  and  went 
in  person  to  revenge  the  depredations  that 
haa  been  committed  upon  his  subjects; 
by  which  he  restored  the  freedom  o£  our 
commerce,  and  added  a  naval  triumph  to 
the  many  triumphs  he  had  before  obtained 
at  land.    The  proteetioD  of  trade  and  na* 
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frigatim  htt  ahrayt  hetn  «ne  of  Ibe  dubf 
CQDcems  of  all  grati  luQgi  iod  all  wia»  M- 
lioBa,  £t«ii  the  Roiottiay  vbo  couldBevttr 
be  «aid  to  be  a  trading  people,  ihewed  a 
gf eat  regard  for  k,  aa  appean  from  the 
repr^f  Cicero  gate  them  m  hia  dajm,  for 
•aglectiag  to  auppteas  tke  pirates,  and  to 
aatert  the  honour  of  their  flag. 

His  words,  8ir,  jipoo  that  oocasioii,  are 
$0  applicable  to  this  nation  at  present,  that 
I  shall  beg  leave  to  repeat  them.  In  ad- 
vising his  countrymen  tosupport  the  cause 
of  their  injured  merchants,  in  his  oiation 
for  the  Manilian  law,  among  many  other 
beautiful  expressions,  he  ma&s  use  of  the 
following :  *  Majores  yeatri  sspe,  merca* 
f  toribus,   ac  naviculatoribus   iajuriosius 

*  tractatia,  bella'gesserunt.  Quare  videte, 
<  num  duhitandum  vohis  sit,  omni  studio 

*  ad  id  helium  incumbere,  in.  quo  gloria 

*  noBiinis  ▼estri,  satus  sociorum,  vectiga- 
^  lia  maxima,  fertunse  plurimorum  civium, 
^  cum  repubUca  defenauntur;  videte  ne,ut 

*  illius  puicherrimum  fuit,  taatam  vobis 
^  imperil  gloriam  relinquere,  eic  Tobis  tur- 
^  pissknum  sit,  illud,  quod  accepiatis,  tueri 
^  et  conservare  noa  posse.' 

.  These  are  words.  Sir,  which  no  true 
Englishman  will  ever  foi|ret;  and  I  am 
aorry  to  iay,that  J  think  there  ia  too  much 
occasion  for  enforcine  the  remembrance 
of  them  at  preaent.  We  haTO'  been  nego* 
ciattng  and  treating  with  Spam  for  diese 
twenty  years,  about  nothing  that  I  know 
of,  unless  it  was  about  reparation  and  se* 
ourity  for  our  merchants ;  and  yet,  during 
that  whole  time,  they  have  been  plundering 
and  abusing  our  merohants,  almost  with* 
ant  intermission.  If  a  nation's  being  sub* 
jeet  to  daily  insults  and  injuries  is  not  a 
ohrcumstance  that  ought  to  make  it  pe- 
Mmptory  in  its  demands,  I  am  sum  no  cir- 
cumstance can.  Thie  has  been  onr  case 
inr  many  yeara,  and  will  be  our  case,  tiU 
J9pain  be  made  So  acknowledge,  in  the 
.no^t  express  and  partioulaff  tenns,  every 
one  of  uiose  rights  thejr  now  pietend  to 
dispute.  Oug^  not  tbs  to  make  us  pe* 
lemptofy  in  our  doauuids  ?  ought  not  it  to 
have  Bsade  us  peremptory  long  ago  ?  Sir, 
if  we  had'peyeoiptonly  msiated  upon  &att 
aatisfHctton  and  wpararien,  for  tne  very 
first  ifi}urv  that  waa  o&rad  us,  I  nii^  ven- 
ture to  a&rm,  we  shouU  nemr  have  been 
exposed  to  a  seeond.  Nagr,if  we  oonsider 
that  x>ur  insuka  and  injuriaa  ware  infictad 
Withottt  any  oaremony,  we  oa|^  In  have 
need  as  little  ceremony  in  the  innanging 
ihom}  and  lo  have  taken   ■aighiiian; 
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mndll.   BsitIb«p«,8ii,4wtdB|leni 
yet  too  bun. 

TUs  was  what  Oliver  Opasveii  fisd  kf 
like  ease  that  happened  dnring  his  gswsT 
ment,  and  in  a  eflsa  where  a  moie  iiowspt 
ful  nation  was  emesned  than  e^^SMui 
could  pvetend  tow  In  the  histories  or  1m 
time  we  nee  tidd^that  an  English  wrdM&l 
ship  was  tBkm  in  the  eh^m  of  tW  chsat 
nel,  eairied  into  S|.  Maloes»  and  ihm 
oonfiscaled  upon  sonia  groimdkss  pr^ 
tenoe.  As  soon  aa  the  master  of  Ib^siiim 
who,  we  are  t<dd,  was  an  iwneat  Qusker , 

fH  home,  he  presented  a  petition  to  Un 
roteetor  in  cirancil,  setting  forth  hii  caie, 
and  praying  for  redress.  Upon  besiiag 
the  petition,  the  Protector  told  his  coun* 
cil,  he  would  take  that  a&ir  jipon  himaelf, 
and  ordered  the  man  to  attend  him  next 
morning.  He  examined  htm  stricdy  as  to 
all  the  eiroumatwacea  of  his  case,  ana  bd« 
ing  by  his  answers  that  he  was  aplaintho* 
nest  man,  and  that  he  had  been  conoeroeil 
in  no  unlawful  trade,  he  asked  him,  If  ho 
could  go  to  Paris  with  a  letter^  the  mao 
answered,  he  could.  Well  then,  soys  the 
Pydtector,  prepare  'for  your  journey,  ood 
come  to  me  to-morrow  momiog.  Next 
morning  he  gave  him  a  letter  to  cardinsl 
Mazarine,  and  told  him  he  must  stay  but 
three  dajrs  for  an  answer.  The  answer  I 
mean.  Sir,  says  he,  is  the  loll  value  of  what 
you  might  Have  made  of  your  ship  ami 
cargo;  and  tell  ^e  carding,  that  if  it  a 
not  p^  vou  in  three  daya,  you  have  e«f 
presa  oraers  iram  me  to  return  kosne. 
The  honest,  blunt  Quaker,  we  nsayaip* 
pose,  followed  his  ihstructiena  to  a  tiltls; 
out  the  cardinal,  according  to  the  msaoer 
of  nsiaisters  when  theyareany  wayproMed, 
-began  to  shuffle;  therefore  the  Qoakorie^ 
tunied,  as  he  waa  bid.  As  soon  ss  \^^ 
Protector  saw  him,  he  asked,  Wf  Il,£ri0a4, 
have  you  goS  your  money?  andupaaths 
man's  answering  he  had  net,  thB  IVolect«f 
told  him.  Then  kave  your  dkrec^sn  vitk 
aqp  secretary,  and  you  shail  seen  kcsr 
from  me.  Lpon  this  oneaaion,  Ihsl  fvsl 
man  did  not  stay  to  negaeiaSc^  or  to  fT 
plain,  by  kmg  teniaua  measarintti  ths  rfO» 
aonaUeness  of  his  dfunaari.  Ko,  Mfi 
though  thsne  w^  a  Fnmch  auoialar  m^ 
siding  here,  he  did  «qS  so  BBUchas  aavtsist 
Urn  widi  the  story,  bu*  imwsdbjelysgf 
aasan  of  war  or  two  to  the  ahannei,  m 
ondem  tn  aabe  every  Fiwaeh  ship  di^ 
nauU  meel  with.  Aeomdingiy,  AsT  «^ 
~  in  n  fcr  days  wiA  two  or  thM 
piinaa,  ^uch  She  AialoBlar  f» 
diwdtoWiMBadiaiB\rarid|  and  si^  << 
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tti#  pi^qoe  he  p^4  theOuak^  vhat  h« 
demaaded  for  th^  diip  «ad  c$f  go :  \h^  he 
sent  ibr  th«  Freoch  ininistery  gavf^  him  an 
accouAt  of  whal  had  happened*  ftnd  told 
him  tilers  waa  a  balance*  whieh  if  ha 
pleased,  should  be  paid  in  to  hioiy  to  the 
eiMi  that  he  mkht  deliver  it  to  th4we  of  hia 
coiintrjnen,  who  were  the  qwqers  of  the 
Pr^nch  aUps,  that  had  beei^  so  tnken  aad 
sold. 

This*  Sir,  was  Oliver  Cromwell's  man- 
ner of  n^sociatinic ;  this  was  the  method 
he  ftqok  n>r  obtainiag  reparation:  and 
what  was  the  consequence  f  it  produced 
no  war  between  the  twq  nadona :  no.  Sir, 
it  made  the  French  government  terribly 
afraid  of  giving  him  the  least  offence ;  and 
while  he  lived*  they  took  special  care  that 
DO  injury  should  be  done  to  any  subjects 
<^  Great  Britain*  This  shews,  that  Oliver 
Cromw^l  had  a  senius  apd  a  capacity  for 
government ;  and  however  unjustly  heac 
^red  bis  power,  it  is  certain  that  this  aa^ 
tion  was  as  much  respected  abroad,  and 
flourished  as  much  at  Komev  under  his  go- 
vernment, as  it  ever  did  lender  any  go- 
verament  (  but  wheon  a  natiea  has  the  mis- 
fortune to  have  a  man  set  at  the  head  of 
her.  aftdrs,  who  knows  notlung  of  foreign, 
who  knows  nothing  but  the  Httle  low  ae- 
tail  of  officesy  and  has  neither  capacity  or 
knowledge  beyond  what  can  qualify  nim 
for  being  a  derk  in  the  treasury,  or  soma 
other  public  office,  it  is  then  na  wonder  to 
see  that  nation  despised  and  insulted 
abroad,  and  dissatisfied,  mutinous  and  se^ 
ditioua  at  home. 

I  wiib»  Sir,  those  who  have  pow  the  dir 
leeCion  of  our  negociations  abroad^  would 
aasume,  if  posnble,  a  Kttle  of  the  spirit  and 
eoqmge  of  Oliver  OromwelL  He  had  as 
powerad  a  part;^  to  strug^  with  at  home, 
as  ever  any  minister  had ;  but  ha  never  al- 
lowed thedaiwer  he  was  in  from  that  party, 
1^  daCev  himnom  vindiaating,upan  aU  oe- 
caaions,  the  honour  and  interest  of  his 
ewmtry  abroad.  He  had  toe  much  good 
I  to  sNume  in  such  a  pusillanimous 
for  he  knew  that  such  manage- 
wnould  have  iocrieased  the  party 
hi^i,  and  woul^  have  made  them 
more  daivig«  aa  well  as  aaore  auipierQaa.  If 
qaat  peesmt  •agociaters,  er  these  who  have 
Ibe  dKe<;tion  of  our  negociations,  take 
tap  Jmb,  I  am  sura  they  will 


accc|iA  ef  aagr  ffenevlaclHioifledgmaiiCs  ev 
■sogieast  mf  dieadSpre  there  can  he  no 
danger  ia  ei|f  agreeiBg  to  t^epavl 
WMHtiflBa  i  havf  proposed.     Sut 


they  vinOt  fea  the  Sfifca  of  patching  up  a 

roe,  accept  of  such  t^nos  as  wiU  Eatftev 
n  new  aiiront  tp  the  nation,  than  an 
atpnement  for  the  insults  and  injuries  we 
have  suSered.  ^rom  tbe  resolution  the 
hoa.  gentleman  has  beep  pleaaed  to  pro- 
pose (for  I  deny  it  to  be  an  Amendment 
to  mine,  unless  we  judge  of  resolutions  or 
motions^  as  we  jud^e  of  men  of  wan]  we 
may  see  wh(^  he  thmks  will  b^  a  sufficient 
acknowledgment  of  the  rights  now  in  dis- 
pute between  Spain  aad  us :  he  has  ra«- 
served  only  wh^t  I  may  call  one  beam,  or 
one  plank,  of  what  I  proposed;  he  has  re- 
served only  the  first  two  or  ^rae  sentences, 
and  this,  he  has  told  us,  will,  in  his  ophitoo^ 
be  as  strong  a  vindic^^  of  all' the  rigbta 
md  privileges^  now  in  dispute  between 
Spain  and  usv  as  if  eveiy  one  of  them  had 
been  particularly  mentioned.  1  confess,  Sir, 
the  words  he  proposes  to  reserve,  may  be 
some  sort  of  general  ackndwtedgaiept  ef 
the  first  two  rights  I  proposed  to  be  ea« 
tehlished,  by  the  resolutions  of  diis  House; 
but  how  they  can  be  called  an  adcnow- 
ledgment  of  the  last  two,  I  cannot- com* 
preken4-  The  words  are,  **  That  it  is  the 
natural  and  undoubted  ri^ht  of  British 
subjects  to  sail  with  their  ships,  on  any  part 
ef  the  seas  ef  America,  to  and  from  any 
part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions*'^  For 
God V  sake.  Sir,  how  is  it  possiUe  to  ima-* 
gine,  that  these  words  cap  any  way  relate 
to  our  right  of  cutting  logwood  in  the  bay 
afCampechey,  or  to  our  right  of  gathering 
salt  in  the  island  of  Tortugas  ?  It  is  im- 
possible to  imagine  any  sudi  thin^ ;  and 
therefore,  if  we  agr^e  to  what  he  haa 
o&red,  it  may  be  supposed,  that  we  have 
lef^  our  nej^ociators  at  hberty,  to  make  a 
sacrifice  of  those  two  valuable  rights  to 
their  own  ease  and  security. 

But  with  respect,  Sir^  even  to  the  first 
two  rights,  which  I  proposed  to  be  fMurti- 
eularly  eaUbiished,  what  security  can  we 
have  from  such  a  general  acknowledge 
ment,  more  than  we  have  at  presents  Sup- 
pose these  words,  which  are,  by  die  hen. 
gentleman's  proposition,  to  be  the  only 
words  that  relate  to  any  of  our  riglita  ill 
America  or  elsewhere;  I  say.  Sir,  sap^ 
pos^  these  words  dieased  up  ia  theibrm  of 
an  article  ia  a  future  tieaty,  they  would 
then  stand  thus:  •«  His  Cafliolic  Ma|ea^ 
acknowledges  aad  deckwes,  that  it  ia  the 
naturai  and  undoubted  right  of  die  BdtiA 
subjects,  to  sail  with  their  MfS  en  aM 
pait  of  the  asas  of  America,  to  and  from 
any  part  of  his  Bkitamiic  M^astyH  domi« 
"    Mow  let  uBooByare  this  jiewiH 
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curity  for  the  freedom  of  our  commercey 
with  that  which  we  have  already,  by  trea« 
ties  DOW  sabsistingbetween  the  two  crowns* 
By  the  15th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  1670, 
it  is  expressly  declared,  **  That  the  iree- 
don  of  commerce  shall  not  be  interrupted 
by  no  manner  of  means,  nor  under  any 
pretence  of  pre-eminence,  right,  or  sig- 
niory,  which  either  party  claims  in  the 
West  Indies,  or  in  any  part  of  America," 
And  by  the  6di  Article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Utredit,  it  is  expressly  declared,  "  That 
'  as  the  sid>ject6  of  their  Majesties  are  to 
enjoy  on  both  sides  an  entire,  secure,  and 
unmolested  use  and  liberty  of  navigation  and 
commerce,  as  long  as  the  peace  and  friend- 
ship, entered  mto  by  their  Majesties,  and 
their  crowns,  shall  continue ;  so  likewise 
their  Majesties  have  provided,  that  the 
said  subjects  shall  not  be  deprived  of  that 
security  for  any  little  difference  which 
may  possibiy  arise ;  but  that  they  shall,  on 
the  contrary,  enioy  all  the  l>enefits  of 
peace,  untO  war  be  dieclared  between  the 
two  crowns.''  From  this  comparison,  can 
any  man  say^  that  th'is  new  security,  which 
IS  all  the  hon.  gendeman  seems  to  propose 
for  us,  wiU  be  miy  way  more  extensive,  or 
more  explicit,  or  more  efiectual,  than  the 
security  we  have  already?  Can  this  House 
then  propose,  that  the  nation  should  now 
content  itself  with  a  renewal  only  of  that 
security,  which  by  dear-bought  experience 
we  have  found  to  be  no  security  at  all. 

Sir,  I  insist  upon  it,  that  such  a  general 
acknowledgment  or  declaration,  would  be 
MO  far  from  being  a  security,  that  it  would 
be  nothing  like  a  determination  of  the 
principal  a&ir  now  in  dispute  between 
Spain  and  us.  His  Catholic  Majesty  never 
pretended,  that  British  subjects  have  not 
a  rifffal  to  sail  with  tlieir  ships  on  any  part 
of  tSe  open  seas  of  America;  nor  do  we 
pretend,  that  we  have  a  right  to  sail  to  and 
traffic  :in  the  ports,  havens,  or  places  pos- 
'lessed  by  the  Spaniards  in  America,  any 
£u*ther  toan  is  allowed  us  by  the  Assiento 
contract  But  the  king  of  l^ain  pretends, 
that»  in  Older  to  discover  whether  any  of 
our  ships  have  been  sailing  to  and  traffick- 
ing wita  his  subjects  in  America,  he  has  a 
right  to  enter  and  search  our  ships  upon 
tfM  open  seas;  and  that,  if  uponsucn  a 
searcn  it  be  found,  that  they  have  any  of 
those  goods  on  board,  whicn  he  says  can 
be  found  no  where  but  in  hisdomimons  in 
that  part  of  the  worid,  it  is  a  full  proof  that 
they  nave  been  carrymg  on  an  illicit  trade 
witfa  his  subjects,  and  that  therefore  he 
has  a  right  to  seise  and  confiscate  the  shqp 
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and'  cargo.  On  the  contnuy,  we  con- 
tend, and  with  justice  contend,  that  he 
has  no  right  to  search  any  British  ship 
on  the  open  seas,  either  m  America  or 
elsewhere ;  but  that  in  all  cases,  and  in  all 
seas,  if  a  Spanish  ship  of  war,  or  guards 
costa,  meets  a  British  ship  at  sea,  the  Spa- 
nish ship  is  by  the  14th  Article  of  the 
Treaty  of  1667f  **  not  to  come  within  can- 
non shot  of  the  British  ship,  but  shall  send 
their  long  boat  or  pinnace  to  the  British 
ship,  wim  only  two  or  three  men  on  board, 
to  whom  the  master  or  owner  «hal]  shev 
his  passports  and  sea-letters,  wherebj  not 
only  the  ship's  lading,  but  the  place  to 
which  she  belongs,  and  as  well  master  and 
owner's  name,  as  the  name  of  the  ship, 
may  appear ;  by  which  meuDB  the  qaalitr 
of  the  snip,  and  her  master  or  owner  will 
be  sufficiently  known,  as  also  the  commo- 
dities slie  carries,  whether  they  be  contra- 
band or  hot,  to  the  which  passports  and 
sea-letters  intire  iaith  and  credit  shall  be 
given." 

And  supposing.  Sir,  it  should  appear,  by 
the  British  ship's  passpofts  and  sea-Ietten, 
that  she  is  sailing  to  or  from  any  Spanish 
port,  and  has  prohibited  eoods  on  board; 
by  the  15th  Article  of  the  same  Treaty, 
'<  Those  prohibited  goods  only  are  to  be 
seized  or  confiscated,  and  not  the  other 
goods ;  neither  shall  the  delinquent  incur 
any  other  punishment,  except  he  carry 
out  from  the  dominions  of  Spain  any  gdd 
or  silver,  wrought  or  unwrought"  Or, 
supposing  it  should  q>pear  by  the  British 
ship's  passports  and  sea-letters,  that  she  is 
bbuno  to  S  port  belonging  to  some  power, 
then  at  war  with  the  Icing  of  Spauii  and 
has  contraband  goods;  by  the  £Sd Article 
of  the  same  Treaty,  **  Such  goods  only 
shall  betaken  out  and  confiscated;  but 
for  this  reason  the  ship,  and  the  other  free 
and  allowed  commodities,  which  shall  be 
found  therein,  shall  in  no  wise  be  either 
seized  or  confiscated." 

I  must  observe,  Sir,  that  this  treaty  of 
1667>  was  a  general  treaty,  which  com- 
prehended America  as  well  as  every  odier 
part  of  the  world;  therefore  the  methods 
diereby  established,  for  visiting  our  shipi 
at  sea,  ought  to  be  observed  in  the  Ame- 
rican seas,  as  wdl  as  the  Mediterrsnean, 
Bay  of  Biscay,  or  any  other  open  sa ; 
and  I  must  likewise  observe,  diat  tfaougo 
by  this  treaty  we  got  no  permiaaion  to 
trade  with  tiie  Spanish  |riantstions  m 
America  or  the  West  Indies,  y«*  ^  JJ 
not,  by  that.trea^,  lay  oursSfss under 
any  express  oUagatioo  m|i  to  tisdevith 
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them :  We  did  not  Uj  ouftfelves  under 
aoy  sudi  obligatioo,  till  the  year  1670 ; 
MO  that  the  Spaniardfi  have  no  right  either 
to  search  or  seize  our  ahips,  but  what  thej 
have  by  the  law  of  nations,  or  what  they 
ffot  by  .tlie  treaty  of  1672  Bv  the 
mw  of  nations  they  have  no  right  to 
search  or  seize  any  ship,  unless  she 
be  found  within  some  part  of  their  do- 
minions ;  therefore  they  have  no  right 
to  search  or  seize  any  of  our  ships,  upon 
any  part  of  the  open  seas  o£  America.  And 
by  the  treaty  of  1670,  we  obliged  our- 
selves only  not  to  navigate  or  traffic  in  the 
havens  and  places,  that  are  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Catholic  king  in  the  West 
Indies;  therefore,  as  the  open  seas  of 
America  are  not,  as  we  can  never  allow 
them,  or  any  part  of  them,  to  be  in  his 
possession,  he  can  have  no  right,  by  that 
treaty,  to  search,  much  less  to  seize,  any 
of  our  ships,  that  are  sailing  upon  the  open 
seas  of  America. 

On  the  contrary,  Sir,  by  the  articles  of 
the  treaty  of  1667,  the  Spanish  men  of 
war  and  guarda  costas  are  expressly,  and 
very  particularly,  obliged  not  to  come 
within  caiinon  shot  of  any  British  ship 
iisiling  upon  the  open  seas ;  and  if  they 
have  a  mind  to  visit  or  see  the  passports  or 
sea  letters  of  any  such  ship,  they  are  ex- 
pressly obliged  not  to.  send  above  two  or 
three  men  on  bofU'd  for  that  purpose  ;  and 
to  those  passports  and  sea  letters  they  are 
expressly  obh^ed  to  give  entire  iaith  and 
credit ;  which  last  words  cut  off  every 
pretence,  they  can  have,  for  making  a 
search  ;  and  by  the  very  nature  of  the 
thing,  they  can  seize  no  goods,  even  of 
those  that  are  mentioned  in  the  bills  of 
lading,  unless  the  ship  be  bound  to  or 
ffoin  some  port  of  Spam  or  to  some  port 
belonging  to  the  king  of  Spain's  declared 
enemies  ;  because  she  can  have  no  ffoods 
on  board  that  can,  by  the  Spaniaros,  be 
called  prohibited,  unless  she  be  bound  to 
or  from  some  of  their  ports ;  and  she  can 
have  no  contraband  goods  on  board,  un- 
less she  be  bound  to  a  port  possessed  by 
their  enemies.  Nay,  even  in  these  two 
cases,  they  cannot  pretend  to  nudce  prize 
of  ships  and  xargo  :  they  can  seize  and 
confiscate  only  uose  goods,  '^ich  are 
prohibited  or  oontrabancL 

From  what  I  have  said,  Sir,  the  injus- 
tice of  the  king  of  Spam's  pretensions  must 
evidently  appear.  It  must  appear  evident, 
that  he  Km  no  right  to  search  any  of  our 
ships  sailing  upon  the  open  seas  of  Ame- 
rica (  and  oMch  leaa  has  he  a  right  to  li- 


mit and  prescribe,  whatsort  of  floods  they 
shall  carry  from  one  part  of  the  British  do- 
minions to  another  ;  or  to  det^mine,  that 
their  carrying  any  one  sort  of  goods, 
shall  be  a  proof  of  their  having  been 
carrying  on  an  illicit  trade  with  )m 
subjects  in  America.  These  are  usurpa- 
tions lately  set  up  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  law  of  nations,  and  notwithstanding 
the  general  acknowledgment  of  a  free 
commerce  and  navigation,  so  often  and  so 
solemnly  repeated,  in  the  treaties  now 
subsisting  between  us  ;  and  these.  Sir,  are 
usurpations  which  they  have  set  up,  under 
the  raise  and  frivolous  pretence,  tnat  such 
practices  are  not  inconsistent  with  the 
freedom  of  commerce  or  navigation,  and 
therefore  not  contrary  to  the  general  ac- 
knowledgments and  declarations  contained 
in  those  treaties.  Does  not  this  shew. 
Sir,  that  a  general  acknowledgment  of 
our  ri^ht  to  sail  on  any  part  of  the  seas  of 
America,  will  not  determine  the  question 
in  dispute  between  us  ?  Does  not  it  shew 
that  such  a  general  acknowledgment  will 
leave  us  as  much  liable  to  insults  and  de- 
predations, afler  it  is  obtained,  as  we  have 
been  for  these  twenty  years  past  ?  Ther^ 
fore,  we  ought,  we. must  insist  upon  hav- 
ing these  usurpations  ^iven  up  and  passed 
from,  in  the  most  particular,  express,  and 
explicit  terms ;  othertvlse  we  must  give  up 
our  trade  and  our  plantations,  not  only  m 
the  islands,  but  also  upon  the  continent  of 
America ;  and  if  we  are  so  cowardly  as  to 
give  up  such  a  valuable  branch  of  our  com- 
merce, I  will  foretell,  that  we  must  soon 
give  up,  not  only  our  Turkey,  Italian, 
and  Spanish  trade,  but  also  our  trade  to 
Portugal  and  the  coasts  of  Africa ;  for 
the  same  pretences  may  be  set  up  for 
searching  and  seiaung  our  ships  in  tlie  Me- 
diterranean, Bay  of  Biscay,  and  African 
Seas,  as  are  now  set  up  for  searching  our 
ships  in  the  open  seas  of  America :  nay, 
I  am  convinced,  Spain  or  some  other  d 
pur  neighbours,  will  soon  set  up  the  same 
pretenci^s  for  ruining  our  trade  in  tl^ 
East  Indies. 

I  have  been  Uie  more  particular.  Sir, 
upon  thie  subject,  and  have  taken  up  more 
of  your  time,  thni  I  would  otherwise  have 
don^,  because  I  have  reason  to  suspect^ 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made 
you  the  second  proposition,  which  I  fin4 
he  has  a  mmd  should  pass  as  an  amend? 
ment  to  mine,  in  order  to  avoid .  putting 
the  question  upon  what  I  took  the  liberty 
to  propose;  I  say.  Sir,  I  have  reason  to 
suspect*  that  he.  may  have  some  handin  ik 
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Hwifl|t  iiw>  itttot  UB|)omitiuUB  with  g^pflui} 
aftd  M^  by  Whftt  te  has  b«si  {^teased 
«i  ^tf|^i  he  8«tfdM  not  td  be  M  senioaB 
ki  Um  d«fettee  of  the  righu  and  prhri- 
Ifgii  of  thil  natiofi,  asi  I  think,  he  ought, 
1 9:>p$  Ms  H«ilse  #iU  come  to  the  resoltn 

.  th>na  i  h^e  profiosed,  in  order  to  prevent, 
ai  Qitteh  as  pom^le,  the  effect  hu  counaels 
mnf  have  apevi  our  future  negodations 
wiln  tlie  eoart  of  Spain ;  for  if  we  are  ao 
goed-natured>  and  ao  pacific,  la  to  con- 
tintte  emir  negociations  yet  a  while  longer, 
i  helieve,  mdst  gentlemen  that  hear  me 
will  admit,  that  uicy  ought  to  be  carried 
on  with    more   vigour   and    in  a  more 

*  peremptory  manner  than  they  have  been 
for  many  years  nast;  and  that  whatever 
may  be  the  result  of  this  day's  debate, 
inkt  negociatok^,  at  least,  ought  to  insist 
upon  particular  explanations  and  express 
declarations,  wiUi  respect  to  every  matter 
of  right  now  in  dispute  i  but  more  espe- 
cially i^ith  resbect  to  that  rigiit  the 
Spaniards  have  lately  usurped,  of  search- 
ing  our  ships  upon  the  open  seas. 

For  this  reaton,  Sir,  among  many  others^ 
if  the  question  is  tp  be  put  upon  the 
miiendment  proposed,  I  hbpe  gentlemen 
Will  disagree  to  it,  in  ordet*  that  we  may 
cdme  at  putting  the  question  upon  m^ 
lei^ral  resolutions  t  have  taken  the  libekr- 
ty  to  lay  before  you. 

Sir  Robert  Walpoh  likewise  stood  up 
agaiii,  and  spoke  as  follows : 

Sir;  I  wish  that  gentlemeta,  in  their  de- 
hating  upon  the  at&ur  now  btfore  tiS, 
w^ttld  take  care  to  keep  totlite  point  rerily 
te  ditoui.6 ;  for  by  le  doing,  I  dm  sut^  they 
fhiidd  very  much  shorten  thb  debate.  In 
nAat  I  took  the  libtrty  to  ttvubleyou  witil 
upon  this  bubject^  I  am  ceitaSn,  i  did  hot 
llfop  the  >6a^t  ^brd|  that  tould  iutiniat^  60 

iiiuch  a6  a  doubt  about  ttiy  of  tha  tigbta  or 
f>Hlnl6«&s,  whM  the  eoott  of  $baki  ildw 
brai^MB  to  contest  with  us.  So  rat  othi^r- 
IH^  i  l^xprelMly  d<M:kMki  tiiat  t  ttfl^x^lftd 
With  «very  thing  the  honoanAbte  geiit^e- 
man  had  said  in  support  of  them ;  and  t 
am  still  cohVfhtftd,  tiiat  «o  gandtinlan, 
tlth^  ^thin  Oir  ^th^ut  dcrora)  will  Mb 
touch  as  IhiiinuMe,  that  6vtt  tftl«  to  any 
one  of  thoi^e  HghU  and  )prhril(0|;e»,  ii  in  Ifie 
teant  doubtfbi;  thetefore  I  HMst  IftiM^ 
bnft  irhiMtBr  the  hd1iiiMlrld$)fe  gentleman 

Haa  t^c^  b«§n  pl€a^i!d  tb  fcdd,  #hac6vo^ 
nay  h^rMMr  be  Mtd.  ifi  s^^p&tt  of  ftny 
«f  t^e^  Y\}gm  br  t^Hv(Aj|ft8^  Ol*  ftfr  ^- 
Mafthtft  br  ^bbnittutilM;  the  Jlttttcft  ^ 
MrttlRleU^  br^y We  of  iAatA>li  A 


•oK  of  fighting  wiriKtewidi:  ilirarigu- 
ing  without  an  0|>poB^nt;  and  coose- 
auently,  i  must  beg  leave  to  ady,  duu  1 
tnink  it  is  taking  up  a  great  deal  of  your 
time  to  no  purpose. 

The  only  Question  in  dispute  among  ua. 
Sir,  is.  Whether  we  ought  now  to  come  to 
a  particular  resolution,  upon  every  parti- 
cular right  or  privilege,  which  the  court  of 
Spain  pretends  lo  contest  with  aa;  or,  if 
we  ou^t  only  to  come  to  one  general  re- 
solution, which  may  virtually  inclade  them 
all,  and  so  leave  it  intirely  to  hie  Ma- 
jesty, and  those  employed  by  him,  to 
obtain  such  fiirther  explanations,  and  auch 
particular  acknowledgments,  as  the  pre- 
sent or  future  circumstances  of  a&ira  may 
make  proper  for  hhn  to  insist  on  ?  This, 
Sir,  is  the  only  point  now  in  dispute 
amongst  us;  and  therefore,  withoat  taking 
notice  of  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  now  been  pleased  to  add  to  what  he 
formerly  said,  tor  explaining  and  enforcing 
the  justioe  of  ouir  title  to  those  rif^ts  and 
privileges,  which  the  Spaniards  have  late- 
ly taken  upon  them  to  contest,  I  shall  only 
add  a  fei^  words  for  enforcing  what  I  have 
said  before,  in  fhvour  of  the  general  reso- 
lution I  proposed,  attd  then  I  shall  endea- 
vour  to  answer  the  few  argumenta  that  j 
hate  been  made  use  of,  for  shewing  that  I 
we  Oi^t  toc4kne  to  {lartictthir  resolution^ 
iij^n  every  paiticular  right  or  pnvil^e, 
how. contested  by  Spain. 

The  Hon.  gentlemati  has  cold  us^  that 
not  only  dliir  nOgociators  On^t  to  insist 
}>oSlti^ly  9tA  i^m|»tOnly  upoii  pcoti- 
cular  exphmations^  and  express  acuntow- 
ledgments,  wkh  resj^t  to  every  por- 
tfcdar  T%ht  or  privilege  lately  ten- 
tl^slM,  h«l  that  thn  HoiKse  ought  now  to 
bome  toiiiA  tOsOlutiOnk  a&  niay  make  it 
itbsdfatelv  M«essaiy  for  them  to  insist 
ut)On  stt^n.  i  iMii  Sir,  widi  aU  my  heart, 
I  b«ii«ve  ^htf  honest  sUb|6ct  of  Great 
Britain  li^ilhea,  that  it  Weffe  in  oar  poorer  to 
jljf ve  laws  to  «very  poteiklate  ih  Europe, 
and  tb  ^risbibe  tb  them  hoir  they  should 
behave,  ih  tsr^  cisbt  nOt  only  to  u^  but 
to  bn«  abbther.  But  this  is  ^  preOent  im- 
pOMfbre?  And  ^Veh  though  we  had  a  pro- 
Mbih'ty  bf  MicbM  ih  any  ftvM  ataNnpt^  f 
tb  nbt  ^ink1t#odid  hh  )phfdellt  in  us  to 
attempt  making  ^aae  Of  Mr  powei*  m  fe 
ibam^ek-  to6  pbsftM  tM  had|hiy)  Ittt  by 
tro  dohig  #e  shosid  prOvobe  Iftb  0^ 
lowers  of  Eur^  to  uAite  tOgOdier,  ia 
bi5aei>t0l«dbb6  thO  pb#^  cT  Ws  nation, 
ubd  to  thakeul  Bttbilkit  tbkhehlAiM  us  the^ 
HiSl^i  be  l^ltaed  «at^r«MtAb  tl^  us^  io- 
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taai  gf  am  {NWBcribiiig  to  ill  or  any  of 
tfaeok  For  dua  t^mon,  8ir,  in  all  our  n^ 
fooitdmmt  wo  most  have  a  regard  to 
potiey;  a»  well  m  to  wliat  we  tilink  Jaadoe, 
aod  we  onrt  taioe  eare,  la  the  demandi  we 
■akcnpoo  aoy  one  of  our  neigfabourt,  not 
to  vukt  to  poeittveiy  and.eo  haught^, 
mm  upoB  cboie  term  we  nunr  think  rea^ 
Mnahb,  as  to  excite  tbe  jeakmsy  of  the 
vtK.  in  oonteita  between  naiiOBey  it  is 
the  tame  as  in  eoKtetfes  between  private 
mm:  eaekperty  thinks  himielf  right;  and 
m  there  is  no  jud^  or  indicature,  that  has 
•  rigbt  te  determine  miaUy  in  those  oon- 
ttas,  that  happen  between  two  indepen'. 
imt  netiona,  both  ought  to  consult  the 
NQtiKeoto  of  their  neighboors,  and  both 
Mgk  to  limit  demaodsy  or  extend  their 
Mnpiisnces.  aecording  to  thet  opinion, 
wiiieh  they  find  prevails  generally  among 
duar  aaoat  impartial  neighbours.  This 
naj  often  be  a  reaaon  for  a  nation's  ae- 
eeptiog  ef  general  declarations,  in  cases 
wno»  partiiwiar  explanations,  and  express 
eoBoesMns,  wonld  not  only  be  just,  but 
nndiaaere  totheir  honour  and  ammtage. 

I  shall,  I  beliefve,  8ir,  every  eentlemaa 
is  tins  House  will,  readily  acknowledge 
the  jostiee  and  reasonableness  of  every 
one  of  our  densands  upon  Spain ;  but 
whatever  opinion  we  may  have  about  the 
Batters  now  ia  dispute  between  us,  it  U 
eeitam  the  court  or  Spein  does  not  as  yet 
think  our  demands  either  reasonable  or 
>at;  I  am  persuaded  his  Cath<^cMajes- 
^1  at  least,  does  not  think  so,  otherwise 
Us  aatoral  propensity  to  justice,  which  is 
aowdl  known,  would  certainly  have  in- 
^oed  him  to  comply  with  our  demands. 
Even  the  otlier  courts  of  Europe  cannot 
ph^js  be  prevailed  on  to  thinx  of  them 
ladieBame  way  we  do  ;  and  if  we  should 
too  peremptorily  insist  upon  our  present 
^enaiids  against  Spain,  and  should  resolve 
to  oompei  them  to  agree  to  sodi  terms  aO 
ve  had  a  mind  to  propose,  and  to  acknow- 
ledge oar  rights  and  privileges  hi  such  a 
Banner,  and  by  such  words  and  expres- 
aono,  as  we  dhould  think  fit  to  prescribe, 
it  might  stir  op  some  of  the  other  powers 
of  Europe  to  joha  with  Spain,  who  would 
^^^erwise  have  remainaa  neutral ;  and  it 
Bight  nreeenC  our  best  friends  and  moat 
la^umi  allies  from  giving  us  their  assis- 
teee,  in  a  war  which  we  had  oimeceBsarily 
^hnpradently  brought  upon  oursehee. 

What  die  present  system  of  politics,  in 
Serope  may  be,  I  shall  not  pretend.  Sir, 
todeteimiaes  I  do  net  believe  any  gen- 
*^n»a  19 tii« House oan.    bisa 
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timt  deptads  upon  the  hnnmor  of  so  many 
oonxts,  aad  upon  so  many  aceidente  at 
every  one  of  these  courts,  that  It  must  bo 
altenng  aad  changing  every  dajr.  There- 
fore it  is  inapossibha  te  communieate  it  to 
this  Honset  nor  can  we,  if  it  were  bow 
eouMSonieatiid,  in  common  prudence,  al^* 
low  it  to  have  any  great  mfluence  on  our 
resolutions.  It  may  be  at  present  in  such 
a  state,  as  might  make  it  prudent  in  us  to 
lay  hohl  of  the  opportumty,  m  order  to  . 
have  all  matters  in  dispute  between  Spain 
and  us  settled  and  determined,  in  the  most 
partaeular  and  explicit  manner ;  and  yet, 
before  we  could  poesiblv  take  advantage 
of  the  opportunity,  whicn  the  then  system 
ef  poUUcs  had  furnished  us  with,  it  might 
be  so  mudi  changed  tb  our  disadvantage^ 
as  would  make  it  prudeat  in  ua  to  lower 
our  crest,  and  accent  of  any  expedient,  for 
putting  off  our  being  obliged  to  come  to 
an  open  rupture  with  Spahii  at  such  an 
unseasonable  juncture. 

This,  Sir,  shews  the  wisdom  and  tlia 
excellence  of  our  constitution,  which  has 
trusted  intirely  to  the  crown,  the  power 
of  making  peace  and  war;  andat  the  same 
tim^  it  shews  how  imprudent  it  would  be 
in  us  te  encroach  upon  that  prerogative, 
by  ]a3dng  the  crown  under  a  necessity  to 
make  war,  however  unseasonable^  however 
perverse  the  conjuncture  nu^  be.  All 
nmtters  relating  to  peace  and  war,  besides 
the  secrecy  that  is  requisite,  are  liable  to 
so  many  changes,  and  to  such  sudden  and 
unlooked  for  alterations,  that  nothing  but 
a  single  person,  or  an  assembly  that  is  con« 
ttnually  subBistine,  can  be  exactly  inform- 
ed of  every  incident  that  occurs,  or  can 
have  such  a  thorough  knowledge  of  forein 
afihirs,  as  to  be  i£le  to  foresee  the  lucky 
or  the  cross  incidents  that  may  probably 
occur,  so  as  to  take  an  immMiate  advan- 
tage of  the  former,  or  so  as  to  take  such 
measures  as  may  prevent  the  dangerous 
consequences  of  the  latter.  Therefore, 
while  our  happy  constitution  remains  en- 
tire, while  the  parliament  meets  but  once 
a  year,  and  does  not  continue  assembled  ' 
above  three  or  four  months  in  the  twelve, 
it  is  impossible  for  either  House  of  Parlia- 
ment to  intermeddle,  much  less  to  pre- 
scribe to  the  crown,  in  any  afllaira  relating 
to  peace  or  war,  without  exposing  the 
nation  to  imminent  danger. 

I  shall  grant.  Sir,  that  after  the  rights  of 
a  nation  have  been  contested  and  mvaded, 
or  after  an  unjust  claim  haa  beeo  actually 
»et  up,  tjiere  is  a  greater  occasion  lor  par<* 
tiedar  expliaailons,  anAesepress  conces- 
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nous,  than  there  was  before ;  but 
most  chiise  proper  times  and  seasons  for 
insisting  even  upon  that,  which  they  are 
more  jMij  intitled  to ;  and  whether  the 
Dresent  be  a  proper  time  for  our  insisting, 
m  a  peremptory  manner,'  upon  the  utmost 
we  are  intitled  to,  with  respect  to  Spain,  is 
a  consideration  whidi  this  House  cannot 
pretend  to  be  a  competent  judge  of;  be- 
cause no  man  can  judge  in  such  a  case, 
without  knowing  thorougldv  the  circum* 
stances  and  compiexions  of  all  the  courts 
ifi  Europe,  which  is  a  knowledge  no  man 
can  pretend  to,  without  having  previously 
been  made  fully  acquainted  with  all  the 
secrets  <^  the  cabinet ;  and  I  am  sure,  no 
man  who  wishes  weU  to  his  country,  would 
desire,  or  can  expect,  that  his  MajeM^ 
should  communicate  all  the  secrets  of  his 
cabinet  to  such  a  numerous  assembly. 
-Nay,  if  he  should,  it  would  not  enable  us 
to  determine  what  might  be  proper  to  be 
done  a  month  hence ;  for  that  very  com- 
munication might  probably  occasion  a 
thorough  change  in  the  face  of  affisurs  all 
over  Europe ;  which  change  might  make 
those  measures  destructive  to  the  nation, 
which  at  present  may  be  justly  thought 
the  most  salutary  and  prudent.  In  my 
opinion,  therefore^  the  best  thing  we  can 
do'  upon  the  present  occasion,  is,  to  come 
to  some  general  resolution,  in  order  to 
shew  the  resentment  of  the  nation  against 
the  insults  and  injuries  we  have  met  with, 
and  to  leave  it  entirely  to  his  Majesty's 
care  and  wisdom,  to  get  such  satisfaction, 
and  to  get  our  particular  rights  as  fully 
acknowledged  as  time  and  future  circum- 
stances will  permit. .  I  hope*  Sir, .  that 
such  an  opportunity  will  soon  present; 
but  if  it  should  not,  and  if  the  Spaniards 
should  prove  more  obstinate  than  we 
have  reason  to  expect,  his  Majesty  will, 
no  doubt,  take  the  first  proper  opportu* 
nity  for  compelling  them  to  do,  what  in 
justice  they  ought.  Our  coming  to  a  ge- 
neral resolution  can  no  way  d>lige  his 
Majesty  to  accept  of  general  acknowledg- 
ments, if  he  finds  tliat  he  can,  either  by 
fair  or  foul  means,  obtain  particular  and 
express  concessions ;  but  our  coming  to 
particular  and  explicit  resolutions,  will 
fender  it  impos&ibfle  for  his  Majesty,  either 
to  propose  or  accept  of  general  acknow- 
ledgments, even  though  he  should  then  be 
convinced,  that^he  nation  could  not  come 
to  an  immediate  rupture,  witli  any  pros- 
pect of  advantage ;  so  that  our  coming  to 
a  general  resolution  cannot  possibly  be  at- 
tended with  any  bad  consequence,  whereas 


our  coming  to  particular  i 
up  his  Majes^s  hands,  and  may  fiiroe- the 
nation  into  a  war  at  a  very  nnseaaonable 
juncture,  which  of  coutk  maybe  arteoded 
with  the  most  &tal  consequences. 

I  shall  likewise  admit.  Sir,  that  the  first 
part  of  the  resolution  ofiered  by  the  hon. 
gentleman,  which  I  propose  should  stand 
part  of  the  resolution  or  this  Hoive*  does 
not  comprehend  the  rights  or  priiileges 
we  have  to  cut  logwood  in  the  Bay  ef 
Camnechey,  and  to  gathar  salt  in  the 
islana  of  Tortugas;  but  as  our  dsum  lo 
both  has  never  yet  been  prescribed,  the 
disturbance  we  ikve  met  with  in  the  ezer- 
dse  of  these  two  rights,  will«  I  think,  be 
sufficiently  comprehended  underthefollow- 
ing  words,  in  tne  resolution  or  Amend- 
ment  I  have  proposed,  by  which  we  are  to 
declare,  *'  That  before  and  since  the  exe- 
cution of  the  treaty  of  Seville,  and  the 
declaration  made  by  the  Crown  of  Spain, 
pursuant  thereunto,  for  the  saHsfiiction  and 
security  of  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain, 
many  unjust  seizures  and  caoUues  have 
been  made,  and  great  depredstioiia  com- 
mitted, by  the  Spaniards."  For  all  the 
British  ships  that  have  been  seized  and 
confiscated,  for  cutting  l<^wood  in  the 
Bay  of  Campechey,  or  for  gatherii^  salt  j 
in  the  island  of  Tortugas,  ou^ht  to  be  I 
reckoned  among  those  unjust  seizures  and 
captures,  which  we  complain  of.  But  if 
in>the  course  of  a- future  inquiry,  our 
rights  to  both  these  privileges  are  thought 
proper  to  be  particularly  ascertained,  Uiis 
general  resolution  never  can  preclude  his 
Majesty  from  insisting  upon  a  particular 
acknowledgment,  if  the  circumstancea  of 
aflairs  will  permit. 

The  freedom  of  our  commerce  and  na- 
vigation. Sir,  is  the  principal  affidr  in  dis- 
pute between  the  two  nations,  and  that 
which,  in  our  resolution,  we  ou^t  to 
shew  the  greatest  regard  to.  For  this 
reason,  1  proposed  keeping  in  the  first  part 
of  the  hon.  gentleman's  proposition ;  and, 
I  think,  the  words  I  have  proposed  to  be 
kept  in,  will  be  a  suflicient  vindication  of 
our  right  to  a  free  commerce  and  navi- 
gation in  the  open  seas  of  America, 
without  adding  any  explanations.  His 
Majesty  may  nevertheless,  if  he  finds  it 
proper,  insist  upon  exphinatioDS ;  but  I 
do  not  think  we  should,  by  our  resolu- 
tion,  so  limit  his  Majesty,  that  he  cannot 
hereafter  agree  to  any  treaty,  without  such 
explanations;  because,  if  Uie  ^Mmiards 
should  make  satisfaction  to  us  for  what  in* 
juries  they  have  done^  and  agiee»  even  in 
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genendfteniiBy  to  a  renewal  of  all  the 
treaties  ii€m  sQiMutmg  between  the  two 
Crowns,  we  ooght  tp  accept  of  it,  rather 
tiian  engage  in  a  war;  especially  if  it  ap- 
pears, t£it  the^  agree  to  such  a  new  treaty 
with  a  real  design  to  observe  il>;  for  if  we 
should  afterwards  find  ourselves  deceived ; 
if  they  should  begin  to  play  the  same 
game  over  again,  we  may  in  all  proba- 
bility find  a  more  finrourable  opportunity 
than  the  present,  for  punishing  their  breach 
of&ith,  and  eoforcuigthe  observance  of 
treaties. 

For  my  own  part.  Sir,  I  do  not  pretend 
to  know  any  secrets  about  the  present 
drcumstances  of  affiiirs  in  Europe ;  I  do 
act  pretend'  to  know  what  allies  Spain 
may  expect,  or  what  assistance  we  have  to 
depend  on,  in  case  of  a  war  between  the 
two  natioBS ;  but  from  what  is  public  and 
veO  known,  I  think  every  gentleman 
ought  to  conclude,  if  tiie  Spamards  had 
Bot  private  encouragement  from  powers^ 
more  considerable  man  themselves,  they 
would  never  have  ventured  upon  those 
insQks,  and  injuries,  that  have  been  proved 
at  your  bar.  Besides,  Sir,  the  present 
dfcunutanCes  of  affiiin  in  Europe  are 
moe  of  ^  most  favourable  for  tnis  na^ 
liofl,  and  many  accidents  may  occur,  which 
nay  render  tnem  much  more  favourable, 
than  they  are  at  present ;  therefore,  how- 
ever much  some  ffentlemen  may  take  upcm 
them  to  ridkmle  &e  tedioumess  of  our  ne- 
godations,  I  think  it  is  much  more  prudent 
to  protract  and  draw  thetu  out  to  a  length, 
^  to  run  the  nation  headlong  into  an 
imequal  war,  or  to  give  up  any  of  our 
rights  and  privDeges  by  a  precipitate 
treaty. 

I  am  indeed  surprized.  Sir,  to  hear  it 
inmiuatcd,  that,  because  I  am  not  for  such 
paitieiilar  resolutions,  as  I  think  may  force 
the  natwn  into  an  unnecessary  or  unsea- 
lonable  war,  therefore  1  do  not  think  the 
Duttters  now  in  dispute  between  Spain  and 
OS,  worth  the  careof  a  Britiah  Parliament 
Sir,  I  thmk  every  oneof  thepi  greatly  de- 
senrea  the  care  of  every  branch  of  our  le- 
^slatuie ;  but,  I  thmk,  weahould  not  take 
ao  improper  opportunity,  or  improper  me- 
^ods,  for  ahewinff  that  care;  we  should 
^)  like  an  over-fond  mother,  destroy  our 
child,  by  takmg  imprudent  or  unseasonable 
^^^cthoda  for  |>re8erving  it.  While  the  dis- 
pute remains  m  tihe  sh^e  of  a  negociation, 
r^  only  proper  way  we  can  take  for  she  w- 
^  omr  care,  isi^  by  general  resolutions  and 
wenea,  to  assure  his  Majesty,  that  we 
^  A^it  him  in  whatever  measures  he 
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may  think  proper,  for  asserting  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  nation ;  and  afler  his 
Majesty  has  declared  to  us,  that  he  finds 
he  can  vindicate  those  rights  andprivi- 
i^s  no  other  way  but  by  force  of  arms, 
which  certainly  he  will  not  do,  till  he  finds 
be  can  ai^age  in  a  war,  at  least  upon  an 
equal  fooUng,  if  not  with  a  more  than  pro- 
bable view  of  success,  we  are  then  to  snew 
our  care  and  concern  for  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  our  country,  by  enabling  his 
Majesty  to  vindicate  them,  with  that  vigour 
which  becomes  such  a  powerful  nation. 

I  hope.  Sir,  I  am  as  zealous  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  rights  and  privileges  oi  my 
country,  as  any  man  in  me  kingdom ;  but 
I  shall  never  allow  my  zeal  to  carry  me  be- 
yond the  bounds  of  prudence  and  dis- 
cretion. I  shall  never  a&ct  popularity  so 
much,  aa  to  be  guided  by  those  popular 
prejudices,  which,  I  think,  if  indulged  and 
followed,  might  involve  the  nation  into 
great,  ^  perhaps  insuperable  difficcdties. 
Such  a  conduct  I  shall  always  look  on  aa 
imprudent  in  the  authors,  as  well  as  per- 
nicious to  the  nation ;  for  if,  upon  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  or  any  such  occasion,  we 
should  unnecessarily  hurry  the  nation  into 
a  war,  and  the  event  should  not  answer 
the  people's  expectations,  I  know  who 
would  be  blamed,  I  know  who  would  be  the 
first  to  move  for  an  enquiry  into  the  con- 
duct of  those  who  had  allowed  the  nation 
to  be  led  into  a  war,  which  it  could  not 
prosecute  with  advantage;  and  as  we 
cannot  judge,  whether,  upon  the  present 
occasion,  the  circumstances  of  Europe  are 
such  as  may  enable  or  permit  us  to  prose- 
cute a  war  against  Spain  with  advantage, 
therefore  I  must  be  against  our  comine  to 
such  resolutions  aa  will,  in  my  opinion, 
make  a  war  with  Spain,  not  only  unavoid- 
able, but  immbent. 

Mr.  Walter  Plumer  spoke  to  this  effect: 

Sir ;  The  Resolutions  proposed  by  my 
hon.  friend  over  the  way,  were  so  very 
reasonable  in  themselves,  and  so  becoming 
the  dignity  o£  this  House  to  insist  upon, 
that  I  dare  say  they  would  have  met  with 
no  opposition,  had  it  not  been  for  what 
was  said  by  the  honourable  eentleman  who 
spoke  last^  and  who  offered  to  amend  the 
h(m.  gentleman's  resolutions  without  under- 
stancung  them ;  at  least  I  will  venture  tty 
say  that  he  seems  to  mistake  the  point  in 
question.  This,  Sir,  we  shall  be  fully 
sensible  of,  if  we  consider  the  a&ir  now 
before  us,  and  how  it  came  before  us :  the 
affiur  now  under  our  consideration,  waa 
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brought  before  m  hf  petitkini  from  oar 
injured  and  plundered  West  Indk  mer- 
coants;  and  the  petittOBen»  after  repre- 
senting their  suiteringa,  pray  for  such  a 
timely  and  adequate  remedy,  as  may  put 
an  end  ta  their  sufEerings,  and  such  relief 
for  the  unhappy  sufieren,  as  the  nature 
of  their  case,  and  the  justice  of  their  cause, 
may  require.  The  chief  qnesdoo  now 
before  us  is,  therefore,  what  we  shall  do,  or 
what  we  may  be  able  to  do,  for  answering 
effectuidly  tne  prayer  of  their  petitions? 
For  the  petitioners  have  so  folly  proved 
their  aDegktioos,  to  the  regret  and  sorrow 
of  almost  every  man  that  heard  them,  that 
no  question  can  be  made  about  the  truth 
ctf  what  U^ey  have  set  forth. 

Upon  this.  Sir,  which  I  take  to  be  the 
fost  and  chief  ooeBtion,  it  ieema  to  be  the 
c^inion  of  this  House,  that  the  only  thmg 
ve  can  do  at  present,  for  procuring  them 
any  remedy,  or  relief,  is,  to  come  to  some 
resolutions,  relating  to  the  rights  that  are 
oontested,  and  the  ujuries  that  have  been 
done  to  our  merchants.  My  hon«  friend 
over  the  way  ha$  proposed  a  set  of  parti- 
onlar.  resolutions,  which,  I  think,  may  in 
aQ  probability  produce  some  effect;  and 
the  hononrable  gentleman  near  him  has 
proposed  a  general  resolution,  which,  from 
experience  we  know,  must  be  altogether 
ineffectual ;  so  that  the  real  question  now 
in  dispute  is.  Whether  we  shall  come  to 
such  resolutions  as  may  probably  beefieo* 
tual,  for  procuring  that  remedy  and  relief 
which  the  petiUoners  pray  for ;  or  if  we 
'  shall  come  to  a  resolution,  which,  if  we 
ludpe  by  experience,  we  must  condude  to 
be  meffectual.  It  is  now  ten  years  since 
the  same  sort  of  complaint  was  made  to  us ; 
and  we  then  came  to  such  a  general  reso* 
Itttion  as  thehon.  gentleman  has,  by  bis 
Amendment,  proposed :  It  is  eieht  years 
since  a  second  complaint  of  the  same 
nature  was  made  to  us,  and  we  again  came 
to  the  same  sort  of  geniHral  resolution: 
these  general  resolutions  have  been  so  for 
from  procuring  any  relief  for  those  who 
bad  then  suffered,  that  manj  insults  have 
been  since  put  upon  the  nation,  and  many 
new  depredations  committed  (  therefore, 
from  repeated  experience  we  must  con- 
clude, tnat  such  ii  general  resolution  will 
never  prove  efectual  fot  putting  an  end  to 
the  present,  or  obtaining  satufoction  for 
the  past  sulferings  o(  our  merchants.  ShaQ 
we  then,  upon  this  third  applicatioii,  amuse 
the  unhappy  sufferers  with  such  a  resdu- 

tion  as,  we  know,  can  have  no  efibct  ? 

Ihall  we  tell  all  the  world  that  we  dare 
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ooBie  to  m>  raseliilioBs,^  butSMk  HOijr 
know  can  piocnre  them  acsther  npsn^ 
nor  security  I  What  eftct»  Sir,  ni^ 
that  have  upon  our  planters  aad  on* 
chants  I  Mignt  it  not  render  tbem  de»> 
perate?  And  yetthisis  tliequeBtioD»ssd 
the  only  question  now  before  as ;  and  W 
such  a  question  I  shall  be  pro«d  «f  gmg 
a  negative. 

Sir,  upon  the  present  oocaaioa  1  could 
wish  it  were  in  akmost  the  power  of  tlM 
House,  to  act  as  well  aa  resolve.  I  codd 
almost  wish  it  were  in  our  power  to  seed 
out  squadrons  and  armies,  and  to  girc 
snch   ordeiB   and   instmctiona  to  those 

Soadrona  and  armies,  as  migiit  be  wortiif 
the  British  mition,  md  sufiicisal  fa 
enabling  them  to  revenge  the  injorics  thdr 
Gomitry  has  reowved.  .Thisyitiitnetii 
not  in  our  power,  but  avBdy  we  msj,  aid, 
I  think,  we  oa|^t  to  oome  to  sock  rcsdii- 
tions,  aa  may  mvo  our  merohaBls  aad  Mf 


tions,aa  may  give 
men  some  hopes  of  mettiMallaskwilhfSi 
paration  for  what  is  jmati^  attd  lecintj 
m  time  to  come.  For  this  pvrpese  vt 
must  come  to  reBoiiHions,  sireager  ud 
more  particdar  than  any  tif  those  we  bnt 
yetooBseto:  if  we  do  not,  we  muit  a- 
pect,  that  our  pkmten,  asercfasnts^  aad 
seamen,  will  give  over  baving  any  litftkr 
concern  in  tr^,  or  fly  to  foreign  ceoaCriH 
for  that  protection,  wfaidt  tbsyssetlM^ 
can  no  longer  hope  for  in  their  own.  Tk 
partieular  resodutiotts  wlucb  mf  heamo^ 
able  firiend  was  ao  good  ai  lo  laove  fori 
may  have  some  effect:  tbey  will  adaiis» 
ter  to  our  fellow  subjects  the  comfortil 
least  of  hoping  for  recuesa;  and  they  niy 
perhapseonvinceforeigners  tint  tkiiiuitioD 
18  not  now  in  a  humour  to  wait  anotbef  10 
years,  for  that  justice  sod  sStkractidDi 
which  we  ou^t  to  have  bad  lOyMi  ago; 
whereas,  if  we  should  now  cecoe  to  so 
other  resolution,  bat  such  a  geaersl  soeti 
we  have  twice  already  come  to  '''*^ 
any  eftct,  our  own  people  will  deapsirv 
ever  meeting  with  redress;  aad  I  ^*^. 
no  reascm  why  we  should  expect  it  vilJ 
now  have  a  greater  effect  open  theosodttd 
of  Spain,  than  it  had  8  or  10  yem  ^ 

We  have  been  told.  Sir,  that  8uc)i  p^ 
ticular  resolutions  aa  were  at  ^'^P'^P^ 
will  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  his  AW»7' 
ministers,  to  advise  him  to  aooept  of  gflss* 
ral  acknowledgmenU  or  deckratMnsiain; 
foture  treaty,  and  may  oonaeqaeBtly  » 
vohre  the  nation  in  a  war  at  a  veiy  tow*" 
sonablejunctarew  What  the  preisntc^ 
juncture  may  be,ImustconfeMltB^|"" 
ignoraatof;  bntr 


>adth»iMByiiifliu^hfmrtnec<i«i; 
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Y«ni  po#ari  upon  die  contitieiit,  I  maH 


n  vpon 
thtDky'that,  wifemwt  aome  vciy  Impradcni 
toft  oif  condudy  we  can  neter  ]  ong  weftt  a 
proper  oppertunky  far  vioditfatiag  and  aa* 
Mrtinf  our  rtghto  and  privilegca,  agaiawt 
aoj  natiim  that  ihall  dare  to  invade  mm ; 
and  therefore,  while  we  have  the  good  for« 
toM  to  be  under  an  adminlatrmlioni  thai 
bom  M  well  how  to  take  advantage  ef 
their  nd^iboaray  and  is  ao  well  instructed 
in  the  most  secret  views  of  the  aevend 
powers  of  Europe ;  I  must  think,  we  can 
nerer  be  in  danger  of  being  involved  in 
w  at  an  unseasonable  joncture.  Indeed, 
if  we  were  under  the  government  or  ad- 
mioirtrstion  of  one  sole  prime  minister,  and 
thatniiiister  quite  ignorant  of  foreign  af* 
&in,  or  sach  a  one  whose  integrity  none 
could  trust,  whose  fiiith  no  foreign  state 
eottld  rely  en,  whoae  ignorance  or  aO  the 
arti  of  government,  except  one,  had  ap- 
petrad  mm  every  step  of  his  oondnct ;  I 
ny,  if  we  were  ao  unnioky  as  to  be  under 
tlw  government  of  such  a  prime  minister, 
there  might  be  some  reason  for  our  avoid- 
iag  to  oosse  to  aanr  resehitions,  that  might 
tend  towaida  involving  the  nation  in  war ; 
hecsen  in  such  a  cme,  we  could  expect 
noawitaaeefirom  any  of  our  allies,  nor 
roccoi  from  our  own  conduct.  But,  Sir, 
if  thii  were  our  caae,  which  it  neither  is, 
nor  CBD  bees  long  as  our  oonstitntion  sub- 
flrti,  whet  would  thai  foe  the  duty  of  this 
Hosse?  Would  it  net  be  eur  duty,  to 
ofiire  mto  the  state  of  die  nation,  and 
ddwer  our  coontry-  ftom  such  polluted 
lands  f  Would  not  we  be  in  honour  aad 
oQMcience  cbUfjed,  to  exert  that  power 
*Ueh  is  plaoed  m  tfus  House  by  our  con* 
stitutionf  Would  not  we  be  obliged  to 
<aU  such  8  minister  to  an  account,  and  pull 
him  from  the  summit  of  his  power?  for 
^Oe  he  contimied  in  the  administrBtion, 
ve  could  never  expect  oonfidence  or  assis- 
ttttce  from  any  of  our  Ibretgn  neighbours ; 
^  ooDseqnently,  ire  could  never  expect 
a  aetsooalAe  opportunity  for  doing  our^ 
stives  justice,  against  those  that  had  in- 
vaded our  rights  or  privileges* 

Whatever  may  be  the  present  conjunc- 
^ve  of  aiEnrs  in  Burope,  however  unfbr- 
^!>Bate  it  may  be  with  respect  to  this  na- 
^  I  OHtst  think.  Sir,  we  can  neither  in 
pf^ideDoe  aor  honour  contimie  to  sit  tamely 
Q&der  suohinsnkaand  infuries  as  we  have 
l^yeuii3red,aor  can  we  now  trust  to 
8«DaalBekaawledgment8|dedarationi  or 


!,  that  no  geBaial  !•• 
beeffiMiial,ftf 
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Aa  ire  have  tfreadybaen  een;* 
vmoed  by  experienoe,  (' 
aoiotion  of  this  Home  oao 
procuring  satisftction  or  security  to  fMir 
merchants;  so  we  have  by  expeiieoce 
been  convinced,  that  no  general  acbiow* 
lodgment  or  promiee,  in  any  treaty  be- 
tween us  and  Spain,  cin  be  efhetual  ton 
such  a  purpose*  There  is  not  a  ri^t  et 
privilege  now  contested  between  us  and 
Spam,  but  what  has  been  acknowledged 
by  general  worda  or  eiaoses,  in  almoit 
every  treaty  that  has  been  cenduded  be* 
tween  the  two  nations ;  and  by  the  treaty 
of  Seville  we  were  promised  saiisfiMtieo» 
in  general  terms,  for  all  the  injuriee  they 
had  done  us  before  that  time.  How  then 
can  we  expect,  that  general  adcaMadg* 
ments  or  promises,  in  any  ftiture  HWI^f 

can  prove  of  any  eflbct}   andean 

honour  or  prudence  accept  of 
whldi  we  can  expect  neither  r 
nor  security  ? 

The  present  drcnmstaiicea  of  Eurepe 
may,  for  what  I  know,  be  unfavourshlex 
we  may,peihaps,bereduced  to  the  eecee* 
sity  of  engaging  in  an  unequal  war ;  hot 
the  fortune  of  war.  Sir,  does  not  always  at* 
tend  that  side  which  appears  to  be  the 
most  powerful;  and  I  hope  we  have  net 
yet  negociated  the  aflairs  of  Europe  int^ 
such  a  system,  as  may  have  prodticed  a 
formidable  alUaace  against  us,  without  aqr 
one  ally  to  assist  us;  theiefore,  if  we 
should  now  be  obliged  to  enter  into  ewer, 
for  the  preservation  of  our  trade  and  nho* 
tations».the  event  may  disappoint  our  teaTt, 
or  do  more  than  answer  our  expectetioosi 
whereas,  if  we  wait  for  a  more  farourable 
opportunity,  till  our  trade  and  plantadona 
be  quite  undone,  I  am  afraid,  we  most  wait 
for  that  which  never  will  happen.  Wliile 
we  remain  in  our  present  unsettled  condi- 
tioo,  while  we  continue  subject  to  such  in« 
stdts  and  depredations,  our  trade  inoit 
daily  decay;  and  the  more  our  trade  de* 
cays,  the  less  will  our  power  be  to  aisiat 
oursehres,  the  less  ready  will  any  of  eur 
neighbours  be  to  assist  us.  It  may  then 
be  out  of  the  power  of  the  best  and  Irisest 
ministers  we  can  have,  to  breaker  prevent 
any  alliance  that  may  be  formed  or  form^ 
ing  against  us,  or  to  defeat  the  design  of 
it,  by  a  counter  alliance ;  but  at  present, 
if  any  powerful  alliance  be  formed  againat 
us,  ana  we  cannot  form  a  sufficient  oountsr 
allMnce,  it  must  be  owing  to  some  kite 
weakness  or  mistake  in  our  conduct;  and 
I  hope  we  have  been  guilty  of  nohltemi»- 
tldEe,  but  whatmay  berecti&sdby  thei 
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domandpower  ofpttliaiiient,if  aresdu- 
tkm  should  be  taken  to  enquire  senoaAj 
and  freely  into  the  affidr,  in  order  tb  take 
proper  measures  for  rectiiVmg  our  mis- 
fakesy  and  for  punishing  tnose  that  had 
been  the  cause  of  them. 

The  hon.  gentleman  wishes  it  were  in 
oar  power  to  give  laws  to  every  potentate 
in  Europe,  and  to  prescribe  to  them  how 
they  shotdd  behave  to  one  another.  I 
wish  so,  Sir,  as  well  as  he ;  but  tf  it  were, 
It  would  be  ridiculous  in  us  to  make  use 
of  our  power,  in  cases  where  our  own  in- 
terest could  be  no  way  concerned ;  and  in 
cases  where  our  own  interest  is  concerned, 
especiadly  where  common  juAice  is  denied 
us,  we  ought  to  make  as  much  use  of  our 

ner  as  we  can,  however  inconsiderable 
av  be.  There  is  a  very  great  differ- 
ence betwixt  prescribing  to  others,  and  al- 
lowing others,  to  prescribe  to  us.  I  am 
afraid)  Sir,  we  have  of  late  begun  to  allow 
a  certain  neighbouring  power  to  prescribe 
to  us, particiSariy  with  regard  to  Spain:  I 
am  afraid  it  is  to  these  prescriptions  we 
must  impute  the  peaceful  oehaviour  of  the 
many  expensive  squadrons,  we  have  lately 
fitted  out ;  and  I  am  convinced,  if  we  con- 
tinue long  in  the  same  peaceable  disposi- 
tion, the  same  power  will  become  able  to 
prescribe  to  others,  as  well  as  to  us. 

I  shall  confess,  Sir,  I  am  sorry  I  must 
confess,  thfit  thni  nation  is  not  at  present 
in  a  very  good  condition  for  entering  into 
an  expensive  war.  Our  public  debts  re- 
mlEun  yet  unsatisfied ;  our  taxes  are,  most 
of  tbem,  as  high  as  in  time  of  war,  and 
more  numerous  than  they  ever  were  dur- 
ine  the  most  heavy  war ;  and  what  is  worst 
oral],  a  great  part  of  them  are  mortgaged 
for  pa3ang  the  yearly  interest  of  our  pub- 
lic debts ;  yet  nevertheless,  when  self-pre- 
■ervataon  comes  to  be  at  stake,  we  may 
find  a  fund  sufficient  for  supporting  a  new 
war ;  for  1  should,  and  I  hope  most  of  mv 
countrymen  would,  I  am  sure  every  British 
subject  ought  to  chuse  to  live  upon  bread 
and  onions,  rather  than  see  the  house  of 
Bourbon  giving  laws  to  Europe.  This  is 
a  misfortune,  which  every  nation  in  Eu- 
rope is  equally  obliged  to  guard  against, 
and  therefore  in  guarding  against  it,  we 
can  never  be  destitute  of  a  powerful  assis- 
tance, if  this  House  do  but  its  duty,  which 
is,  to  take  care,  that  our  public  councils 
may  always  be  directed  b^jnen  of  known 
abilities  and  unsuspected  mtegrity.  • 
,  From  what  1  have  said,  Sir,  I  hopegen- 
lemen  will  see  that  it  would  be  boUi  im- 
iident  and  pusillanimous  in  us,  to  allow 
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the  fear  of  a  war  to  ovei^awe  us,  with  re* 
spect  to  the  resolutions  we  are  to  come  to 
upon  the  present  occasion :  and  1  hope  it 
wiliM)pear,thatno  mmister  ou^t  to  ad- 
vise his  Majes^  to  agree  to  any  future 
treat]^,  that  contains  nothing  but  such  ge- 
neral acknowledgments  and  promises,  as 
have    already   been    found   ineiectual; 
therefore,  to  tell  us  that  we  ought  not  to 
come  to  such  resdutions,  as  may  prerent 
any  minister's   advising  his  Majesty  to 
agree  to  such  a  treaty,  most  betne  same 
as  to  tell  us,  that  we  ought  not  to  come  to 
such  resolutions,  as  may  prevent  a  mintf- 
ter's  doing  what  he  ought  not  to  do,  which 
cannot  surely  be  an  argiunent   of  any 
we^ht  in  the  present,  or  any  other  debate. 
Whatever  other  gentlemen  may  think  of 
popularity  whatever  regard   they  maj 
nave  for  Uie  opinion  of  the  peOf^,  I  must 
confess,  Sir,  that  1  shoula  be  not  only 
afraid,  but  ashamed  of  being  an  object  of 
public  hatred  or  contempt ;  and  1  shoold 
be  extremely  douMul  about  my  own  (pi- 
nion, if  1  found  it  contrary  to  the  opinion 
of  most  of  my  countrymen.     Upon  any 
sudden  emergency,  the  people  may  fonn 
a  wrong  opinion,  or  they  may  upon  aooe 
occasions  be  misled  by  artftil  and  deaign- 
ing  leaders ;    but  when  the  people  have 
time  to  consider,  and  when  mey  enquire 
into  any  affiur,  without  prejudice,  the  opi- 
nion tiiat  prevails  among  the  generality  of 
them,  has  in  most  cases  been  found  to  be 
right.    As  to  its  being  a  seasonable  op|k>r- 
tunity  for  entering  into  aVar,  the  people 
may  not  be  sufliciently  able  to  judge;  bst 
as  to  the  causes  of  a  war,  die  people  are 
always  able  to  judge,  whether  they  are 
jiist  and  reascmwe  or  not ;   and  for  this 
reason  most  nations,  whra  they  declare 
war,  endeavour  to  justify  their  conduct  |)y 
public  manifestos.     As  it  is  the  general 
opinion  of  this  nation,  that  we  have  now 
sufficient  reasons,  for  dectoing  war  against 
Spain,  as  most  men  think  that  we  ought 
long  since  to  have  revenged,  in  a  ho^ 
manner,  the  afironts  diat  have  been  put 
upon  us,  those  amongst  us  who  affirm  the 
contrary,  may,  fbr  what  I  kAow,  have 
some  prudence,  but  I  am  sure  they  are  not 
overburdened  witb  modesty. 

With  respect  to  the  event  of  a  war,  the 
case.  Sir,  is,  mdeed,  very  difeent ;  for 
neither  the  people  nor  the  most  clear- 
sighted ministers,  can  pretend  to  form  any 
certain  opinion  about  it ;  and  as  the  people 
of  aU  countries  faAve  genetally  too  good  an 
opinion  of  their  own  courage  and  strength, 
as  this  is  an  opmion  which  all  wisegoiem- 
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ments  endoivoiir  to  promotey  therefore 
the  peo|Je  have  for  the  meet  part  greater 
expectttioii  firom  the  event  or  a  war,  than 
thej can  reasonably  hope  for;  so  that  the 
erent  of  ahnost  every  war  must  be  soch  as 
vill  not  answer  foU  j  the  people's  expeota^ 
tion ;  jet  when  a  war  becomes  necessary, 
vhenthe  efiects  of  continuing  in  peace  must 
be  as  fatal  as  the  most  unfortunate  event  of 
war,  can  any  man  be  so  sdicttous  about 
his  own  safety,  and  so  regardless  of  that  of 
his  country,  as  to  advise  continuing  such  a 
destructive  peace,  only  for  fear  the  people 
should  blame  him,  and  enquire  into  nis 
conduct,  in  case  the  war  he  had  advised, 
ihouldjiappen  to  (Hrove  unsuccessful  ? 

Sir,  our  late  peaceable  conduct,  our 
timesabmissimii  to  so  many  insults  and  in- 
juries, deserves  to  be  enquired  into,  aod 
may,  for  what  I  know,  deserve  the  censure 
of  parliament ;  I  am  sure  it  has  already 
met  with  the  censure  of  the  people;  but 
neither  the  hon.  gentleman  that  sfMike  last, 
nor  any  other,  I  believe,  canhave  the  least 
reason  to  apprehend  an  enquiry  or  censure, 
foradviaing  us  to  try  Uie  fate  of  war,  in 
case  we  should  find  that  we  cannot  by 
peaceable  meana  obtain  fuil  reparation  for 
all  yut  injuries,  and  effectual  security 
sgaiost  anysuch  in  time  to  come ;  and  as 
experience  has  taught  us,  that  we  can  ex- 
pect no  reparation  or  security  from  general 
acbowleogments,  or  bare  promises,  we 
night,  by  our  resoUitions,  up<m  this  occa- 
non,  to  prevent,  if  possible,  its  being  in  the 
power  of  our  ministers  to  allow  themselves 
to  be  amused  with  such  acknowledgments 
or  promises,  in  any  fiiture  treaty.  This, 
Sir,  is  the  more  necessary,  because  from 
this  very  debate,  I  think  we  have  reason  to 
inspect,  that  some  of  our  ministers  are  in- 
clined to  accept  of  any  thing,  rather  than 
niD  the  risk  or  a  war.  What  reasons  they 
may  have  for  beinff  so  much  afraid  of  en- 
tering into  a  war,  I  am  no  judge  ^f;  but  I 
^)e  they  are  peculiar  to  themselves,  I 
hope  they  are  not  such  as  may  affect  Uie 
nation,  or  such  as  ou^t  to  induce  us  \o 
submit  to  the  most  cruel  and  contemptup 
ous  peace,  rather  than  have  recourse  to  an 
open  and  dedared  war.  If  they  are,  I  am 
sure  our  late  negociations  and  conduct  is  a 
^ect  hi^Uy  worthy  of  the  enquiry  and 
coosideraUon  of  parliament. 

In  order,  therefore.  Sir,  to  put  it  out  of 
^  power  of,  or  at  least  to  make  it  unsafe 
for,  any  of  our  ministers  to  advise  his  Ma* 
J»ty,to  ratify  such  a  future  treaty,  as  can 
lather  procure  reparation  for  what  is 
P^Ved,  nor  security  in  time  to  come. 


we  ought  to  agree  to  the  resdutions  first 
propoMd ;  and  if  they  could  be  made  more 
particular  and  explicit,  I  should  be  for  any 
amendmentthatwouldmakethemso:  but 
as  they  now  stand,  the  agreeing  to  them 
is,  I  think,  the  least  we  can  do  upon 
the  present  occasion.  From  our  agree* 
ing  to  such  resolutions,  our  fellow-8ub« 
jects  will  be  convinced  that  we  are  serious, 
and  they  will  from  thence  b^gin  to  con- 
ceive hopes,  that  their  rights  and  privi- 
leges will  soon  be  vindicated  and  asserted, 
eiUier  by  a  vigorous  war,  or  by  an  honour- 
able treaty:  even  the  Spaniards  will  be 
convinced,  that  they  can  no  longer  pre- 
tend to  amuse  us  with  tedious  negociations, 
or  general  promises :  whereas  if  we  curtail 
these  resolutions  in  the  manner  the  hon. 
gent,  has,  by  his  amendment,  proposed ; 
our  fellow-subjects  will  despair  of  ever 
meeting  with  redress  or  security  ;  and  the 
Spaniards  will^conceive  hopes,  they  may 
continue  to  negotiate  and  treat  with  our 
ministers,  and  at  the  same  time  4>lunder 
our  mercbanto,  for  ten  years  to  come,  as 
they  have  done  for  ten  years  past. 

1  shall  conclude.  Sir,  with  observing, 
that  the  resolution,  as  it  will  stand  by 
means  of  the  hon.  gentleman's  Amend- 
ment, or  rather  the  new  resolution  he  has . 
proposed,  will,  upon  examination,  appear 
to  be  in  the  same  terms  with  the  answer, 
which  our  ministers  have  sent  to  the  hist 
Spanish  memorial ;  from  whence  it  will 
ot  course  be  supposed,  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  Uiis  House  was  dictated  by  the 
same  person  that  drew  up  that  answer; 
and  I  cannot  think  it  consistent  with  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  this  House,  to  give 
people  without  doors  any  shadow  of  rea- 
son for  suspecting,  that  the  resolutions  of 
this  House  are  cuctated  by  our  ministers 
of  state ;  for  in  all  our  resolutions,  but 
especially  upon  the  present  occasion,  we 
ought  to  speak  our  own  sense,  the  sense  of 
those  we  represent,  the  sense  of  the  na- 
tion, and  not  the  sense  of  ministers. 

Mr.  Henry  Pdham  spoke  next : 

Sir;  Gentlemen  may  give  what  turn 
they  please  to  the  question  now  before 
us ;  but  in  my  opinion,  it  is  plain  that 
the  true  question  is,  whether  we  shall 
come  to  one  general  resolution;  or  if 
we  shall  come  to  a  particular  resolution 
upon  every  particular  riffht  in  dispute 
between  us  and  Spain  ?  If  any  repan^ 
tion. or  security  is  to  be  procured  in  a 
peaceable  way,  it  is  to  be  procured  by 
nqfociation   only;   and  bo   n^ociation. 
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dom  and  power  of  parliament,  if  a  resoki' 
tion  should  be  taken  to  enquire  serlouslj 
and  freely  into  the  affiEur,  in  order  to  take 
proper  measures  for  rectifying  our  mis- 
fakesy  and  for  punishing  those  that  had 
been  the  cause  of  them. 

The  hon.  gentleman  wishes  it  were  in 
our  power  to  give  laws  to  every  potentate 
in  Europe,  and  to  prescribe  to  them  how 
they  shodd  behave  to  one  another.  I 
wish  so,  Sir,  as  well  as  he ;  but  if  it  were, 
it  would  be  ridiculous  in  ua  to  make  use 
of  our  power,  in  cases  where  our  own  in- 
terest could  be  no  way  concerned ;  and  in 
cases  where  our  own  interest  is  concerned, 
e^ecially  where  common  juftice  is  denied 
us,  we  ought  to  make  as  much  use  of  our 
power  as  we  can,  however  inconsiderable 
n  may  be.  There  is  a  very  great  differ- 
ence  betwixt  prescribing  to  others,  and  al- 
lowing others  to  prescribe  to  us.  I  am 
afiraid.  Sir,  we  have  of  late  begun  to  allow 
a  certain  neighbouring  power  to  prescribe 
to  UB,  j^articidarly  with  regard  to  Spain :  I 
am  afraid  it  is  to  these  prescriptions  we 
must  impute  the  peaceftil  oehaviour  of  the 
many  expensive  squadrons,  we  have  lately 
fitted  out ;  and  I  am  convinced,  if  we  con- 
tinue lonff  in  the  same  peaceable  disposi- 
tion, the  same  power  wdl  become  able  to 
prescribe  to  others,  as  well  as  to  us. 

I  shall  confess.  Sir,  I  am  sorry  I  must 
confess,  th|it  this  nation  is  not  at  present 
in  a  very  good  condition  for  entering  into 
an  expensive  war.  Our  public  debts  re- 
main yet  unsatisfied ;  our  taxes  are,  most 
of  them,  as  high  as  in  time  of  war,  and 
more  numerous  than  they  ever  were  dur- 
ine  the  most  heavy  war ;  and  what  is  worst 
ofall,  a  great  part  of  them  are  mortgaged 
for  paying  the  yearly  interest  of  our  pub- 
lic debts ;  yet  nevertheless,  when  self-pre- 
aervation  comes  to  be  at  stake,  we  may 
find  a  fund  sufficient  for  supporting  a  new 
war ;  for  1  should,  and  I  hope  most  of  my 
countrymen  would,  I  am  sure  every  British 
subject  ought  to  chuse  to  live  upon  bread 
'  and  onions,  rather  than  see  the  house  of 
Bourbon  giving  laws  to  Europe.  This  is 
a  misfortune,  which  every  nation  in  Eu- 
rope is  equally  obliged  to  guard  against, 
and  therefore  in  guarding  against  it,  we 
can  never  be  destitute  of  a  powerful  assis- 
tance, if  this  House  do  but  its  duty,  which 
is,  to  take  care,  that  our  public  councils 
may  always  be  directed  b^  jnen  of  known 
abilities  and  unsuspected  mtegrity.  • 
,  From  what  I  have  said.  Sir,  I  hope  gen- 
tlemen will  see  that  it  would  be  bo^  im 


thefear  ofawar  to  over*aEire  us,  with  ?•• 
spect  tothe  resolutions  we  are  to  come  (a 
upon  the  present  occasion  t  and  I  hope  k 
will'appear,thatno  minister  oo^  to  lA. 
vise  his  Majes^  to  agree  to  any  ftitoie 
treaty,  that  contains  nothing  bat  such  ge- 
neral acknowledgments  and  pitmiiBei,  m 
have  already  been  found  ineffiectnsl; 
tiierefore,  to  tell  us  that  we  ought  not  t» 
come  to  such  resdutions,  as  may  prevoi 
any  minister's  advising  his  Mm 
agree  to  such  a  treaty,  must  betn 
as  to  tell  us,  that  we  ought  not  to  c 
such  resolutions,  as  may  prevent  a  _ 
ter's  doing  what  he  ought  not  to  do,  vl 
cannot  surely  be  an  argument  *  of 
weight  in  the  present,  or  any  otherd^ho^ 

Whatever  other  gentlemen  may  tbink  ' 
popularity,  whatever  rega^rd   they  n 
nave  for  tiie  opinion  of  the  peof^  I 
confess.  Sir,  that  I  shoula  be  not 
afraid,  but  aslumed  of  being  an  object 
public  hatred  or  contempt;  and  1  shou_ 
be  extremely  doubtful  about  my  own  op 
nion,  if  I  found  it  contrary  to  the  opi    ~ 
of  most  of  my  countrymen.     Upon 
sudden  emergency,  the  pec^le  may 
a  wrong  opinion,  or  they  msv  vipoa 
occasions  be  misled  by  artra  and  ^ 
ing  leaders ;   but  when  die  people  liMii 
time  to  consider,  and  wh^i  ttiey  enqoiiii 
into  any  affiur,  without  prejudice,  theopfti 
nion  that  prevails  among  the  genen^rfi 
them,  has  in*  most  cases  been  found  tobt? 
right.    As  to  its  bemg  a  seasonable  opj^' 
tunity  for  entering  into  aVar,  the  peogiiii 
may  not  be  sufikiendy  able  to  ju^;  but 
as  to  the  causes  of  a  war,  tiie  peo|^  no 
always  able  to  judge,  whether  dieysir 
jiist  and  reasonable  or  not;   and  for  tW 
reason  mo^  nations^  when  tfaey  dedm 
war,  endeavour  to  justify  theirconduatjr 
public  manifestos.     As  it  is  the  gened 
opinion  of  this  nation,  that  we  have  oov 
sufficient  reasons,  for  declaring  war  againt 
Spain,  as  most  men  think  that  we  ought 
long  since  to  have  revenged,  in  a  hoik 
manner,  the  affironts  that  have  beeo  pot 
upon  us,  those  amongst  us  who  affirm  llie 
contrary,  may,  fbr  what  I  kAow,  hare 
some  prudence,  but  I  am  sure  the^sreoot 
overburdened  with  modetty. 

With  respect  to  the  event  of  a  war,  the 
case.  Sir,  is,  mdeed,  very  diffinent;  for 
neither  the  people  nor  Uie  most  clear- 
sighted ministers,  can  pretend  to  form  any 
certain  opinion  about  it :  andas  thepeopK 
of  aU  countries  hflivegeneraUy  too  good  an 
opinion  of  their  own  courage  and  atreDgth, 
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eralacknoidedgiMttti  and  tionfimwtioiii, 
B  hopes  that  a  dbort  time  oiay  produce 
ech  an  altecatifm  of  aifatiB  in  Europe»  aa 
riilafford  ua  aa  ODportunity  for  iasiattng 
ipon  such  netr  ez^analioDa  and  particular 
^oQcessioos,  aa  we  may  then  thtnlc  reason- 
ible:  But  it  would  he  wrong  in  ua  to  do 
my  thing  that  might  faring  an  immediate 
rar  upon  the  nation,  without  knowing 
rbether  the  preaent  conjuncture  be  lea- 
ooable  or  not ;  which  is  a  knowledge  we 
ao  acquire  no  way,  but  by  a  declaration 
Run  his  Mi^eaty  :  mid  aurely  no  gentle* 
lan  that  hiaa  a  r^ard  for  nia  country, 
H>u]d. desire  hia  Majeaty  to  declare,  be- 
bre  such  apublicand  numerous  asaembly, 
hat  we  cannot  at  preaent  propoae  to  enter 
ato  a  war  with  any  promect  ^ad?antage ; 
because,  not  only  the  Spaniards,  but  all 
hose  with  whom  we  haye  now  any  diapute, 
vould  certaidy  take  advantage  of  such  a 
leclaration  :  They  wduUl  from  thence  pre- 
nme»  they  might  force  ua  to  agree  to  any 
tenns  of  peace  they  ideesed  to  prescriboy 
or  at  least  they  woula  become  much  leaa 
tzactable  than  they  were  before  they  heard 
ofsuch  a  declaration. 

IshaUconfesa^  8ir,  that  some  branches 
of  our  trade»  and  lU^ewise  some  of  our 
plantatioiis,  have  suffered  a  little  by  the 
ttte  behariour  of  Spain  towards  ua  ;  but 
tbeir  sufleringa  ue  not,  I  believe,  near  so 
coDsiderable  aa  aome  people  seem  fond  of 
KpresentiDg ;  and  had  these  sufierinp 
been  much  more  considerable,  we  ought 
not  to  expose  the  whole  to  the  fate  (tf  war  at 
8D  uDsciMonable  juncture,  for  the  sake  of 
pntening  a  pmt;  especially  when  we 
<30Dttder,  that  we  can  hardly  ftil  of  getting 
>B  opportumty  in  a  short  t^me,  for  endea- 
^^unag  to  recover  our  losses,  with  a  pro- 
nbleview  of  success.  If  the  Spaaiarda 
ll^alwaya  to  behatve  towarda  us  aa  thev 
ttve  done  of  late  years,  and  we  were  ai- 
**y>  to  allow  them  to  bdiave  in  the  same 
^B^ooer,  the  whole  of  our  trade  and  plan- 
UUoas  might  at  last  come  to  be  in-  some 
anger;  but  can  it  be  supposed,  Sir,  that 
^m  we  immediately  declare  war,  the 
^Ptoiaids  imSi  always  continue  to  treat  ua 
**  they  have  lately  done?  By  no  means; 
nirtheie  were  neither  equity  nor  honour 
tttbat  comt,  yet  as  soon  aa  they  become 
^ible,  whWh  they  must  soon  be,  of 
^r  own  interest,  they  will  certainly 
<^<M^  our  friendship,  instead  of  provoking 
<^  resentment. 

H  foppose.  Sir,  die  Spaniards  should 
t<^  <m  in  the  aame  way  for  some  time 
^<^ef,  then  can  it  be  supposed  that  we 
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ahaU  ahvaya  bear  such  treatment,  with  the 
same  patience  and  good-nature  ?  Siq»pose 
we  have  aa  vet  some  hopes  of  obtaining . 
satisfiM^tion  by  peaceable  meana,  or  sup* 
pose  the  present  an  unaeasonable  juncture, 
for  us  to  declare  war  against  Spain;  are 
we  from  thence  to  presume,  that  we  shall 
always  entertain  the  same  herpes,  or  tluU : 
theaffidrsof  Europe  will  always  continue 
upon  the  present  tooting  ?  No,  Sir,  it  ia 
impossible,  but,  from  the  daahlng  Interesta 
of  the  several  powers,  some  new  scene 
must  in  six  or  eight  months  happen  in  the 
affiura  of  Europe.  It  may  then  be  a  pro- 
per season  for  us  to  declare  war;  and  if 
full  satisfaction  is  not  made  ua  before  that 
time,  we  may  be  assured  his  Majesty  will 
take  hold  of^^it,  and  make  the  proper  use 
of  it,  for  putting  the  revenge,  aa  weUaa 
repairing  the  honour  of  the  nation.  Aa 
thu  season  cannot,  from  the  natural  course 
of  things,  be  supposed  to  be  very  remote, 
neither  our  trade,  nor  our  plantations,  can  • 
suffer  much  in  the  meantime;  and  there- 
fore we  may  yet  wait  a  while,  in  hopes  ot 
obtaining  satisfiM^on  by  jpeaceable  means* 
or  in  hopes  that  a  more  favourable  qppor<* 
tunity  Will  soon  offer  for  (Staining  it  by 
force  of  arms,  without  the  least  ground 
for  aupposing  that  our  trade  and  planta- 
tions wiU  thereby  be  utterly  undone. 

I  shall  always  be  as  read(y.  Sir,  as  any 
man,  to  sacrifice  my  all,  for  preserving  the 
honour  and  independency  of  my  country ; 
but  if  the  nation  be  in  such  a  melancholy 
condition  aa  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  been  pleased  to  represent,  surely  we 
ought  at  leaat  to  be  cautious  of  doing  any 
thing  that  may  teod  to  involve  the  nation 
in  a  war.  We  ought  to  avoid  doing  any 
thing  that  may  seem  to  have  such  a  ten- 
dency, unless  it  appear  absolutely  neces« 
sary  for  our  immediate  preservation; 
which  I  take  by  no  means  to  be  our  case 
at  present.  I£  it  is  either  necessary  or 
expedient  that  our  rights  should  be  par- 
ticulariy  asserted  in  any  future  negocia- 
tion,  his  Majesty  will  certainly  do  so :  but 
I  am  far  from  thinking,  that  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary for  his  Majesty  to  insist  upon  such 
particular  acknowledgments,  declarations^ 
or  promises ;  for  the  behaviour  of  two  in- 
dependent nations  to  one  another,  dees  not ' 
so  much  depend  upon  the  eeneral  or  par* 
ticular  stipulations  that  are  between  them, 
as  upon  the  necessity  they  respectively 
think  theV  have,  for  cultivating  a  recipro* 
cal  friendahip.  If  the  Spaniaras  begin  to 
think  that  they  ought,  for  their  own  sakes, 
to  cultivate  a  friendahip  with  this  nation. 
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(a&d,  as  soon  as  they  begin  to  tUokiartljr, 
they  win  think  so)  tlier  win  tbttt  peifbmi 
mj  general  pioausesthey  may  nuike,  or 
any  gensral  engagements  they  may  onter 
into  with  us,  mora  strictly  and  fmthfoUy 
than  thejr  would  perform  the  most  ex|ires8 
and  particuhir  stipnlations^  if  they  would 
think  otherwise. 

Wehaveatpresent,  Sir,and  must  always, 
hanre  disputes  with  oUier  nations  as  well  as 
Spain ;  and,  without  doubt,  it  would  be 
estremeiy  «on?ettient  for  us  to*  have  all 
the  dght»  and  privileges,  whioh  any  nation 
pretends  to  dispute  v^  us,  fbUy-eKplain- 
ed,  and  parttoilarly  deelared  and  estab- 
lUiedx  but,  I  believe,  we  nev^r  made  any 
treaty,  where  we  could  obtain  all  that  was 
convenient  Ibr  us ;  I  bdieve,  no  nation 
«Mer  did ;  for  a  carte  blatache  is  not  pro* 
perly  a  treaty ;  it  is  the  law  which  the 
conqueror  prescribes  to  those  he  has 
conquered.  In  every  case  where  .a  treaty 
is  to  be  made,  both  the  contracting 
parties  must  acconmiodale^  thems^es 
to  times  and  circumstances;  and  neither 
par^  can,  or  willj  insist  upon  alt  they  can 
ask,  lest  by  so  doing  they  lose'  what  the^ 
may  have.  This  must  be  our  case,  if 
we  ever  come  to  any  future  treaty  with 
Spain.  We  must  aecommodate  onnelves 
to  times  and  circumstances^  and  must  in- 
sist upon  uo  more  than  they  vdll  then  ad- 
rait  of;  but  if  this  House  should' agree  to 
the  resolutions  first  proposed,  itiwiJH  put  it 
out  of  the  power  of  any  minister,  to  advise 
his  Majesty  to  accommodate  himself  to 
times  and  circamstances,  in  relation  to  any 
foture  treaty  with  Spain ;  which  will  of 
course  make  a  war  unavoidable ;  for  it  is 
nt>t  to  be  supposed  we  can  prevail  with 
Spain,  to  agree  to  every  thing  we  propose, 
unless  we  force  them  to  it  by  a  successful 
war.  Nay,  after  we  have  entered  into  a 
war,  it  is  great  odds  if  we  ^leet  with  such 
success,  as  may  intitle  his  Majesty  to  in- 
sist upon  every  thing,  that  may  be  sup- 
posed to  be  contained  in  these  resolutions ; 
so  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  his  Ma- 
jesty, or  any  of  his  successors,  to  put  an 
end  to  the  war  bj  a  treaty  of  peace,  or  to 
agree  to  any  preliminaries  for  tnat  purpose, 
without  first  laying  those  preliminaries 
before  this  House;  and  such  a  publication 
might  put  it  in  die  power  of  those  that 
are  enemies  to  both  nations,  to  prevent  the 
neffociation's  taking  efiect. 

I  hope,  Sir,  I  have  fiow  made  it  appear, 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  our  coming 
to  such  particular  resolutions  as  were  at 
first  proposed;  and  that  ouroooung  to 


sudi,  mig&t  be  flttmdsd  with  the  tsoit 
fittal  conseqneaceiy  beoanae  it  might 
not  onijr  involve  tM  nation  in  a  war,  b«t 
involve  it  in  a  war,  perhapa,nt  a  very  i»- 
soasoBdbieandiinhickyjoaetnse.  Iknov 
I  am  argtimig  againsirtliat,'Vfaidiseon8  to 
be^  the  popufaw  aide  of  the  question ;  i 
know  that  by  some  means  or  otkr,  a  very 
great  resetenent  has  been  stirred  up 
among  the  pecnle,  against  the  depredi- 
dons  committed  by  the  Spamaids,  sad,  I 
confess,  they  deseim  our  highest  reseot- 
ment  by  blows,  not  by  words;  and  if  «e 
cfause  an  improper  'time  for  giving  ths 
blow,  we  may  receive  a  greata*  than  ws 
can  give.  I  shsti  ahfraysliave  |t  grest  re- 
gard  for  the  esteem,  and  likewise  for  die 
opinion  of  the  people;  but,  lafaaUnerw 
do  what  I  thmk  contrary  to  the  interast 
of  my  country,  for  the  sake  of  an  irnme* 
diate  esteem;  becanse^  I  know,  it  can 
never  be  ksting;  and  I  should  foUow  any 
poptdar  opinion  rather  than  that  relating 
to  what  pitivocatlaiis  may  4)0  adBcient  for 
declaring  iirar.  In  every  audi  qaertioi, 
the  people  mfliy  be  compated  to  a  number 
of  generals  assembled  in  a  council  of  var, 
and  deliberaiting,  whether  or  no  they  ougbt 
to  attack  the  enemy.  Mnnj^  of  them  mh 
and  often  do,  giv^tiieir  ophnon  fbr  attack- 
ing, not  becausef  ^ef  think  it  the  most 
prudent,  bnt  lest  their  courage  should  be 
suspected,  m  case  they  rfiould  giw  thetf 
vote  for  the  other  nde  of  the  question. 

Though  his  MajesQr's  servants  na?  be 
agabstthis  House's  attempting  by  any  of 
their  resdutidns,  to  tie  up  his  Mqtstf's 
hands,  so  as  to  make  an  immediate  war 
unavoidable,  let  the  principal  ooiijiuictuie 
be  never  so  unfavourable,  it  is  not  from 
thence  to  be  infisrred,^  Sir,  nor,  do  1  be- 
lieve,  that  they  ate  inclined  to  aecept  of 
any  thing  rather  than  run  the  rbk  of  < 
war;  nor  do  I  believe,  they  have  any  «»^ 
sons  asainst  a  war,  that  are  peeullar  to 
themsdves.  Whatever  reasons  hi^  Ma^ 
jesty  may  have,  for  not  leai^ving  uooa  » 
immediate  declaration  of  war,  *  whetbcf 
they  proceed  from  the  ho^  he  aiay 
have  of  obtaining  redhess  in^  a  ncaccaWe 
manner,  or  from  his  being  sensible <l»ttii« 
stale  of  afiairs  in  Europe,  will  in  a  abort 
trnie  afford  a  much  more  favourable  opp«^ 
tunity  for  declaring  wir,  ^they  »'"** j? 
such  as  BJEkct  the  nation  in<  genenl ;  m 
they  maybe  such  as'oughtto  induce ua to 
try,  for  a  while  longer,  the  method  of  ne- 
gociationS,  or  even  taprotract  and  con- 
tinue our  negociations,  after  we  are  con- 
vinced that  that  method  wfll  at  last  prove 


709] 


rdaUtig  to  the  ^/Hmiik  Depredaiumi* 


A.  D.  1738* 


trio 


ineftctial,  witlMNit  being  tmsk  asoudit  to 
iodnce  itt  to  acoeptof  «  omd  anoMOMr 
Usnp^mm  peade^  father  tfaaii  bave  «»> 
jeonne  to  an  »4peB  and  dedoaed  ware  The 
ice  of  half  a  jeaa  onfy,  magr  so^change 
i;face  o£:affincs  aUboVer  £«rope^  as  to 
auifaieiH.to  eaier  then  into  a  war  with 
gne^t  ^eemiog  advantage^  .  and  yet.  the 
present  coojimctara.inay.be  dwdi  aonc^ 
tfaatweiGaanot  immediacy  enter  into  a 
.Yar  wk'tbout  afipavent  ruin.  .  Suppose, 
theOy  tliis  to  be  the  case  at  present,  would 
knot  be  h^ly  impnideot  in  us  to .  do 
tkat,  which  must  .jroweriiately  invofhre  the 
•natioaiaa  war?  vWould  it  be  reasonable 
ia.os^  to  desiro  bia  Majesty  to  communi- 
-cate  to'sadi  a  numerous  assembly,  the 
-present  state  of  affiucs  ia  Europe,  or  the 
ilterations  whidi.  ha<expected  might  in 
half  a  year's  timebebvoog^  about?  Such 
•a  request,  hia  Majesty  oould  not  surely 
^mply  with  ^  becaaaOy  suobi  a>  eommuni- 
cadsD  would  oertaitdy  render  our  present 
tonditioa  woree,  and  muht  probably  pre- 
vent those  alterations,  ^om  whence  only 
«ecoal<}^«xp«B€t  to  maka  it  better. 
"  8- 1  have  cd 


From  the  'reasoasl  have  jpven.  Sir,  and, 
Ihope,  they  wtfl  appear  auffident  reasons, 
for  our  not  agteemg  to  the  resolutions  first 
proposed,  I  think  it  is  evident,  that  the 
lOniy  resolution  we  can  eome  to  uposi  the 
present,  occasion,  must  be  saeh .  a  one  as 
aiy  konoorabla  friend  has  by  his  amend- 
oest  proposed.  By  such  a  resolution,  we 
shall  leave  it  entirdy  to  his  Mi^esty,  to 
insiit  upon  particular  acknowledgments  of 
^  our  rights  and  privileges,  now.  con- 
ittted  by  Spain^  or  to  accept  of  general 
scknowledgments,  in  case  the  present 
should  appear  to  bean  unseasonable  con- 
juQctiwe  for  our  .declaring  war  against 
^  laagdoBi.  By  dda  we  nay  avmd  a 
arar,  at  least  weishall  avoid  being  engaged 
B  an  unequal  war ;  for,,  if  we  trust  to  liis 
Majesty  wisdom*  wa  may  depend  on  it 
he  wiflnot  involte  the  nation  in  war, 
IBolesBhe  speathat  he  has  got  sproperop- 
portUMty  for  so  doing.  At  the  same  time, 
«re  flhall,  I  think,  by  such  a  resoludoo, 
tufficieatly  assert  the  prindpal^nght,  now 
in  dispute  between  Spain  and  us,  and  we 
•hsU  sufficient^  shew  our  resentment 
against  the  usage  our  merchants  end  sea* 
nen  have  met  with.  This  will  convince 
the  court  of  Spain,  that  his  Maiesty 
viU  meet  with  the  approbation  and  aM' 
astance  of  his  Parliament,  in  whatever 
measures^  he  may  take  ibr  obtaining  ve- 
dren,  which  may  probably  make  them 
liter  their  conduct  tdrardsiis;  andy  firom 
3 


each  a  resolution,  aU  those  who  understand 
any  thing  of  our .  constitution,  will  see^ 
that  we  have,  in  this  House,  done  asmuc^ 
as- was  possible  for  us  to  do,  upon  such  an 
oocasion  ;  from  whence  everr  roan,  who 
has  not  something  very  dismal  in  his  con-  . 
slitution,  will  eoncUufe,  that  he  has  no, 
reason  to  despair  of  seeing  justice  done  to 
himself  and  fmlow-subjectsy  and  the  rig^ta 
and  privilM^es  of  his  country  establish^ 

Before.  I  have  done.  Sir,  I  must  take 
notice  of  the  objection  made  by  the  hon. 
gentleman  that  spoke  last.  He.  says,  the 
reaolution,  as.  it  will  stand  by  means  of  my 
honourable  friend'samendment,  willappear 
to  be  in  thesame  terms  i^ith  his  Majesty's 
answer  to  the  last  Spanish  memorial ;  and, 
that  therefore,  we  ought  not  to  agree  to 
it,  lest  it  should  be  thought  that  ^tm  raso- 
Itttion  of  this  House  was  dictated  Jiy  onir 
ministem.ofirtato.  leaanot  say,  Sur,  that 
I  have  compared  the  two  to^e^bet,  so  aa 
to  judge  wnetber  they,  be  m  the.  same 
terms  or  not.  But^  suppose  they  are,  ia 
tiiere  any  scandal  in  our  agneeing  with 
the  Grown,  or  ereawith  omr  ministecs  of 
state,  when  that,  which  they  have  done 
Mpears  to  be  ri^t  ?  Sir,  in  my  opinionr, 
that  is  so  for  from  being  aa  oUection  to 
the  resolutioB  my  honourable  friend  has 
furoposed,  that  it  is  a  strong  argument  for 
ouragraemg  toit;  for,  surely,  it  mustacb- 
minister  comfort  and  encouragement  to 
omr  ownpeofde,  to  see.his  Majea^  and  his 
Parliament  apeein^  upon  the  same  mea- 
sures for  their  relief;  and,  as  it  will  con^ 
vince  the  Court  aC  Spain^  that  diere  is  a 
good  agreement,  and  thorough  undeo- 
staading,  between  his  Migesty  and  his 
ParUament,  it  will  be  an  argument  of  the 
greatest  .weight  with  that  Court,  for  pre- 
irailingon  t^m  to  ageee  to  whiit  his  Ma- 
jesty has  proposed,  or  ;nay  propose^  U^^ 
wards  an  accommodation ;  trarefore,  if  we 
have  a  mind,  that  our  present  differencsa 
with  Spain  should  be  settled  in  an  amicable 
way,  it  we  have  a  mind  to  incline  them  to 
hearken  to  reason,  or  the  voice  of  peace, 
we  ought  to  agree  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed-! nay,  unleas  we  haye  a  mind  to  on- 
courage  or  encrease  their  obstinacy,  hf 
making  themaad\all  £urope;bdieve  theoa 
is  a  dimmion  and  distniat  between  hia  Ma- 
jesty and  his  Parliament,  we  must  agree 
to  the  amendment  propoaed. 

Sir  WiUiam  Windham  said : 

Sir ;  I  am  extremely  surprised  to  hear 
the  present  debate  so  much  mistaken,  as  I 
find  It  isy  by  diahon.Bentleoiaii  whospoka 
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last.  Is  there  anjffentleiiMm  in  dut  Home 
lias  supposed,  is  there  any  genUeman  can 
aappose,  that  the  resducions  of  this  House 
can  be  e&ctual  in  the  case  nowbefine  us, 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  Croini  ? 
We  may,  by  our  resolutions,  which  we 
offer  cfloiy  by  way  of  advice  to  the  Crown, 
determine  indeed,  what  are  the  rights  of 
the  nation,  we  may  determine  wbit  are 
the  injuries  we  have  suffered ;  we  may  00 
farther,  we  may  determine  or  rather  de- 
clare, what  methods  we  think  ought  to  be 
taken  for  asserting  those  rights,  for  re- 
venging those  injuries ;  but,  unless  they 
are  carried  into  execution  by  the  Crown, 
or  by  those  employed  by  the  Crown,  they 
cannot  of  thenuelves  be  supposed  to  be 
eftctual* 

In  the  present  case.  Sir,  comfdaint  has 
been  made  to  us,  that  our  trade  has  been 
interrupted ;  that  many  of  our  merchant- 
fihips  have  been  jdundered,  and  many 
seized  and  confiscated;  that  many  of  our 
seamen  have  been  cruelly  used;  and  that 
some  of  oar  most  valuable  and  most  un- 
doubted rUhts  and  privil^es  have  been 
invaded :  The  Petitioners  pray,  that  we 
would  procure  them  rdief,  and  that  we 
would  provide  a  remedy  for  these  evils. 
What  can  they  mean  by  such  a  prayer? 
Surely  they  do  not  mean,  that  this  House 
should  declare  war,  or  send  ambassadors  to 
Spain  to  demand  satisftustion.  Either  they 
must  mean,  that,  if  these  srievances  have 
been  occasioned  by  the  faidt  or  neglect  of 
any  of  our^mn  subjects,  we  should  en- 
4;uire  into  it,  and  punish  those  that  have 
been  to  blame ;  or  they  must  mean,  that 
we  should  enquire  what  inturies  they  have 
suffered,  and  wkBt  national  rights  or  privi- 
leges liave  been  invaded,  that  we  should 
represent  to  the  crown  those  injuries  and 
invasions,  and  that  we  should  give  such 
advice  to  his  Majesty,  ai,  if  followed,  will 
be  efiectual  for  procuring  the  relief  and 
remedj^  the^  pray  for.  Upon  siwposing 
that  his  Maiesty  w31  follow  our  advice,  it 
may  be  said,  tliat  one  resolution,  or  one 
set  of  resolutions,  will  be  more  effisctual 
thananother;  and,  therefore,  the  question 
tUiiw  under  our  consideratioQ  is,  which  of 
the  two  propositionB  made  to  us,  contains 
the  fullest  and  truest  representation  of  the 
national  rights  and  pnvile^es,  that  have 
been  invaded,  and  of  the  injuries  which 
our  trade  i|nd  merchants  have  su&red* 

In  this  Ught,  Sir,  let  us  compare  the  two 

firopositions  together,  and  we  shall  soon 

see  which  ought  to  be  preferred*  The  first 

^OHKtaias  a  parfinilpr-  enumeiyrti<ip  of  the 


sevend  grievanees  we  labour  under,  mea- 
tions  me  pretences  that  have  been  msde 
use  of  for  puttmg  such  grievances  upon  in, 
and  particuhuly  asserts,  as  weU  as  sets 
forth,  every  right  or  privilege  Aat  hai 
been  invtfded.  Uie  second  contnns  only 
a  general  representation  of  the  mjnries  we 
have  suflfered,  widuNit  mentioning  aoj  see 
pretence  that  has  been  made  use  of,  or 
property  assertinff,  or  so  much  as  mention- 
mg,  any  one  right  or  privilege,  that  hss 
bran  invaded.  The  first  sh^  it  to  be 
our  sentiments,  that  the  several  ri^tssnd 
privileses  of  this  natioo,  which  h^  bees 
mvaded,  ought  to  be  particukdy  admov- 
ledged ;  that  the  several  pretences  maiie 
use  offer  invading  them,  ought  to  be  pr- 
ticularly  explained,  and  expressly  gnen 
up;  and  that  an  inunedinte  and  specific 
satisfiu:tion  ought  to  be  insisted  on:  The 
second,  if  a^md  to,willmakeitbek)oked 
on  as  the  opinion  of  this  House,  that  age- 
neral  acknowledgment  of  our  rights, sada 
general  promise  of  satisfiiction,  may  be  afr 
cepted  oC 

Upon  such  acompariMm,  Sir,cansBy 
gentleman,  after  the  late  ezpeiienoe  we 
nave  had,  think,  that  such  a  Mneral  so 
knowledgment  of  our  riffhts,  wul  be  efiec- 
tual for  securing  our  trade  in  time  to  come, 
or  for  redressing  our  injured  merchants  for 
what  is  past?  Let  any  man.  Sir,  read  any 
of  the  treaties,  firom  the  treaty  1667,tothe 
treaty  of  Seville,  and  then  think  thst|e- 
neraf  acknowledgments  or  general  promises 
are  sufficient  for  our  purpose.  His  Ma- 
jesty, it  is  true,  may,  I  hope  he  will,  iwt 
upon  particular  acknowleogments  of  oar 
several  rights,  that  have  been  lately  con- 
tested or  mvaded ;  upon  a  sufficient  spe- 
cific sum,  by  way  of  reparation  to  his  in- 
jured subjects ;  and  upon,  an  ezemplarj 
punishment's  being  JntJictiHi  upon  those 
Spanish  governors  or  commanders,  that 
have  injured  them:  his  Majesty,  I  say, 
may  insist  upon  such  terms,  notwithstsnd- 
ing  B.UJ  opbion  we  may  now  give,  or  any 
resolution  we  may  .now  come  to ;  but  cer- 
tainly, it  would  be  wrong  in  us  to  give,  ss 
the  opinion  of  this  House,  what  cannot  be 
the  real  opinion  of  any  man  in  the  king- 
dom. To  ofier  such  an  opinion  by  way  of 
advice,  would  be  a  misleadmg  of  die  crown, 
or  enabling  ministers  to  do  so ;  therefore, 
in  duty  to  our  sovereign,  in  justice  to  oar 
much  injured  country  and  countrymen,  in 
honour,  m  conscience,  with  respect  to  our- 
selves, we  are  bound  not  to  give  any  snch 
advice. 

Peace,  Sir,  is  certamly  pretoUe  to 


rebAigiotiteSpaiiUkDifnitaiont. 


A.  D.  17S8. 


[714 


ifar ;  tDd  tHTjgooA  wut  nraH  wMiy  that 
}m  Bfqei^  may  be  able  te  nfocure  aalia- 
fiiction  and  lecarity  by  way  or  negoeiatioii : 
bat  war  it  praferabie  fo  an  ignoniinioiis 
oeaoe;  aad  evanr  man  who  has  a  r^^ard 
ftv  &e  honour  orhk  couotry,  or  the  SMoty 
of  bit^owaabjeetSy  wooldchnaeto  aee 
the  nation  inYolved  In  war,  let  the  erent 
be  what  it  wiU,  rather  than  aee  it  inauhed 
and  abueed*  aa  it  haa  been  by  Spain  fat 
ifanost  diese  twenty  yeara.  By  agreeing 
to  the  resoiotions  first  proposed,  we  do  not 
jKit  it  out  of  hia  Majesty's  power  to  obtain 
satisfaction  in  a  peaceable  way,  we  only 
put  it  oat  of  the  power  of,  or  at  least  make 
It  hazardous  for,  ministers^  to  advise  his 
Majesty  to  ame  to  aa  Ignominious  treaty 
of  peace;  which  any  trea^  will  be,  that 
does  not  procure  ample  satisfiiction  to  our 
injured  merchants  ami  seamen,  and  future 
security  to  our  commerce.  For  this  pur- 
pose, every  man  must  be  sensible  from 
vhsf  s  patted,  •  that  general  admowledg- 
maitB  or  bare  promises  will  not  be  eflbc- 
tusl:  Najr,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  even  die 
most  particular  acknowledgments  and  ex- 
planauons,  will  not  of  themselves  prove  ef- 
lectual.  -We  must  inslte  upon  the  punish- 
ing of  those  Spsmish  governors  or  taptaiuB 
of  guarda  costas,  that  haven^red  us,  and 
upon  some  ngnal  atonement's  being  made 
to  the  nation,  for  the  mmy  afironta  that 
have  been  nut  upon  it;  for  I  am  afraid  the 
Spaniards  have,  from  our  late  behaviour, . 

conceived  siich  an  opmion  of  our  fondness  -  ^^7  "^^  formerly  had,  or  at  leaat  every 
for  peace,  that  they  wifl  shew  but  little  re-  •  ally  that  ^^^^^^7  assistance.  I  am 


toAia  natiflo;  but  I  must  si^,  we  have  ap 
yet  fait  none  of  the  eActa,  eidier  of  the 
one  or  the  other;  and  I  am  afraid,  thoae 
who  have  so  good  an  opinion  of  hia  indi* 
nations,  will  at  last  fina  they  have  truatad 
to  them  more  than  thejr  ought  to  have 
done.  However,  let  ma  Catholic  Mac* 
iesty's  natural  dispoaition  bo  never  so  just, 
let  -hia  indinationa  towaida  ua  be  never  ao 
favourable,  if  hia  governors  and  captaioa 
In  the  Weat-Indiea  are  allowed  to  imagine^ 
that  thcnr  may  rounder,  or  unjustly  seizin 
and  connacate  Britaah  shipa,  without  any 
fear  of  punishment,  if  they  find  they  have 
nodimg  to  apprehend,  but  being  aimply 
obliged  to  reatore,  they  will  every  now  and 
then  be  nibbling;  fisr  reatitution  is  seldom 
made  complete,  something  wHl  alwaya  stick 
to  the  fingera  of  the  tellera ;  and  aa  such 
disputes  are,  we  find,  extremelv  tedious, 
poaaeaaion  in  the  mean  time  will  in  every 
caae  be  worth  somediing.  Fordiisreaaon 
we  muat,  in  my  opinion,  insist  upon  con- 
dign punishment,  aa  wdl  as  complete  resti- 
tution, otherwiae  our  future  security  will  al- 
waya be  precarious ;  and  our  inaistmg  upon 
audi  terma,  or  our  obliging  our  ministers  to 
insiat  upon  such  terms,  will  not,  I  hope, 
make  an  immediate  war  neceasary.  Un- 
less we  have,  by  some  very  odd  blunder  In 
policies,  cooked  up  such  a  syateih  of  afiaira 
abroad,  aa  haa  united  some  of  the  chief 
powers  of  Europe  with  Spain,  and  haa  at 
the  same  time  detached  from  us,  every 


-gard  to  the  moat  particular  and  solemn  en- 
gagemenU  they  may  make  with  us.  Their 
attack  some  years  since  upon  Gibraltar,  at 
a  time  when  our  harmlen  fleets  appeared 
upon  their  ooaats,  without  any  hoatile  in- 
tention, I  bdieve,  against  them,  or  any  ef 
their  allies;  and  their  late  attack  upon  our 
sbips  at  the  idand  of  Tortugas,  notwith- 
standing its  being  a  time  of  profound  peace 
between  the  two  nations,  and  notwith- 
ttanding  one  of  the  moat  particular,  and 
most  explicit  concessions,  that  could  be 
made  by  one  nation  to  another:  These  two 
attacb,  I  say,  widi  the  continud  attacks 
they  make  upon  our  ships  in  the  bay  of 
Campechy,  give  me  some  reason  for  sus- 
fectmg,  fliat  they  do  not  now  diink  them- 
^dves  under  a  neceedty  of  atanding  upon 
feremonies  with  regard  to  us,  or  of  obaerv- 
^g  the  most  particular  and  express  stipu- 
htions  they  can  make  with  us. 

I  shall  not  pretend.  Sir,  to  dispute  the 
|ood  naturd  disposition  of  his  Catholic 
^y^t»  -hb  indinationa  to  do  justice 


sure  the  Spaniards  will  agree  to  audi 
terms,  rather  than  come  to  an  open  rup* 
ture:  so  that  our  coming  to  such  reaolu- 
tions  as  were  &r8t  proposed,  instead  of 
making  war  necessary,  vTili  make  peace,  I 
mean  a  red  and  an  honourable  peaces 
more  quickly  attainable ;  becauae  if^Spain 
haa  nothioff  but  her  own  strength  to  depend 
on,  and  if  our  ministera  have  taken  care 
that  we  have  auch  dlies  as  we  ought  to 
have,  our  resdutions  win  make  Spain 
think  it  necessary,  to  agree  immediatdy 
to  what  la  just  nud  reasonable,  in  order  to 
pravent  a  rupture ;  for  though  that  court 
may  believe,  and  may  perhaps  have  found 
that  they  can  cajde  and  amuae  a  British 
minister,  I  hope  they  are  not  so  vain  aa  to 
think,  they  can  cajole  or  amuse  a  British 
parliament. 

Although  we  have  not  the  power.  Sir, 
to  aend  out  fleeta  or  armies,  or  to  ^e 
orders  or  instructions  to  fleets  or  armies; 
yet  aa  members  of  this  House,  we  have, 
by  our  cimatitution,  a  power  to  enquire 
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inta  thb  conduci  of  thoM,  who,  bj  tbeir 
employments*  are  to  give  hu  Idaiestj  their 
bett  advice  in  tuch  cases ;  and,  if  upon 
enquiry  it  should  appear,  that  they  Imve 
bat  advised  his  Majesty  to  send  oat  pro* 
per  fleets,  or  armiesy  or  have  not  advised 
flim  to  give  them  proper  instructions,  for 
iwvenging  the  afiients  that  have  been  put 
apon  Sie  nation,  we  haive  a  power,  and  we 
are  in  duty  bound,  to  remove  ^uch  coon* 
seUors  from  his  Majesty's  councils.  But, 
if  it  should  appear,  that  such  counseHors 
advised  pacific  measures,  when  immediate 
irengeenoe  ought  to  hate  been  taken,  if  it 
should  appear,  that  the  aflronts  offered 
irere  of  such  a  high  nature,  that  it  was 
dishonoiirable  for  the  nation  to  submit  to  a 
&egociation,  we  would,  in  tlrat  case,  Iwve 
a  power,  and  it  would  be  our  duty,  td 
fiunish  such  weak  or  wicked  counsellors 
in  public  life,  as  well  as  private,  there  are 
some  affironts  that  cannot,  by  the  custom  of 
nations,  admit  of  a  peaceful  accommoda* 
don,  of  any  negociatien  for  that  purpose. 
If  a  gentleman  should  be  caned  m  the 
epen  streets,  and  should,  instead  of  making 
e  proper  return,  send  a  clergyman  next 
morning  to  the  aggressor,  to  beg  that  the 
eSalr  might  be  m^e  up  in  an  amiad)le  way, 
she  agi^ressor  might,  perha{)S,  look  upon 
his  patient  as  a  good  Christian,  but  lam 
sure  he  would  not  look  upon  him  as  a 
gentleman,  or  man  of  courage;  and  there- 
fore he  would  probably  offer  no  other  sa^ 
tisfoction,  but  such  a  one  as  no  man  of 
lionour  could  accept  of,  or  perhaps,  and 
most  probably  too,  ne  would  bully  and  sar, 
liie  fellow  deserved  what  he  had  met  with. 
A  man  of  true  honour,  upon  meeting  with 
audi  an  affiront,  would  immediately  take 
ius  own  satisfaction,  and  that  too  with  the 
very  first  opportunity. 

ui  public  life,  and  m  national  afiairs,  the 
ease  is  the  same.  There  are  some  affronts 
that  maybeput  by  one  nation  upon  another, 
which  ought  to  be  immediately  resented  in  a 
hostile  manner.  All  attacks  or  insults  ought 
be  resented  in  such  a  manner,*  when  it  ap- 
pears evident  that  it  was  done  by  public 
authority.  When  an  insult  is  committed 
by  the  subjects  of  any  nation,  without  an 
apparent  commission,  or  other  authority 
from  their  government,  the  injured  nation 
tnay  send  ambassadors  to  demand  satisfac* 
tion;  and  ought  not  to  resent  the  injury  in 
a  hostile  mafmer,  till  the  other  nation  has 
made  the  act  its  own,  or  has  taken  die 
guilt  upon  itself,  by  denying  or  unrea- 
sonably delaying  to  punish  or  give  up  the 
oftnders.    But  when  the  insult  or  attack 
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appeaM,  fropn  the  Very  nature  of  it»  to 
iiave  beep'Oonuaitted  by  pul^c  authority, 
aatis&etien  Ou^  not  to  be  sued  forfa^ 
ambassadors^it  4uckt  to  be  immediately 
taken,  by  fleets  and  armies,  praperlj  b* 
firected  for  thal^  purysbc.  .'And  aidi,  I 
aoi  of  o|piaioo,we'OUghl  to  havered^aned 
several  insult^  put  upon  thia  nation  bj 
Spain,  within  this  bat  doaea years:  nay,  I 
may  say,  thst  the  couit  of  iSpain  seems  ts 
have  been  .ifagenioiia*  erowtgh,  to  finil  opos 
the  most  effectual  method  for  provoking  a 
national  resentment  on  our  part,  by  tim- 
ing every  iajury,  that  has  been  done  ui  by 
any  of  their  suLrjects,  tlieact  and  deed  k 
the  whole  natieo;  for  though  they  have 
ackneiriedged  some  of  the  mjuriesdooe, 
to  be  such,  yet  I  do  Aot  hear  that  tbey 
have,  in  an}rone  ease,  made  a  complete 
restitution  of  all  costs  and  damages,  or 
that  thev  hi^ve  punished,  or  given  op  any 
ooe.of  the  offenders.  From;  hence,  Sir,  I 
must  think,  that  those.whp  oUdht  tosdvi« 
his  Mf^eety,  have  been  to  hme,  in  not 
advising  him  to  resent  some  of  Ae  a&onii 
that  have  b^en  pilt  upon  us,  by  immediatie 
hostilities^  or  an  immediate  dedaretionof 
war;  I  must  thitfk  they  have  beeo  to 
blame,  in  not  advising  his  Msjesty,  is 
most  of  the  .other  cases,  to  insist  more 
peremptorily  upon  a  speedy  and  coaipleta 
restitution, .  and  upon  a  severe  punisb- 
ment's  being  inflicted  upon  all  those 
Spanish  govemora  or  commandm  d 
guarda  castas,  that  had  any  way  injured 
the  subjects  of  this  kingdom :  and,  if  I 
am  right  in  my  opinimi,  we  ought  upos 
this  ocpasion,  to  go  taither  than  any  tbing 
yet  proposed:  we  oqght  to  enquire  \si» 
the  conduct  of  some  of  those  who  sre>bj 
their  posts  or  employments,  obliged  to 
give  his  Majesty  their  ^est.  advice.    Tbi^ 

row- 


ive  his  Majesty  their  best,  advice. 

think.  Sir,  is  our  duty;*  asid if  the 
lotions  first  proposed  be  acMed  to,  I  hop^ 
that  i^eement  will  be  foBo#ed  by  a  pro- 

rjr  motion  for  this  pinrpose ;  whici  wooldi 
believe,  tend  more  to  revive  the  droop- 
ing spirits  of  our  injuned  fellow  sobjecta, 
than  any  other  resolution  we  can  come  ttk 
For  this  reason.  Sir,  were  there  no 
other,  I  hope  the  tesohitioBsfirst  proposed 
will  be  agreed  to  :  For  if  tbey  are  o(^ 
agreed  to,  I  am  sure  no  gcndemsn  c» 
expect  to  sueceed^  and  therefore  no  gei^ 
tleman  will  make  any  motion  fat  sach  ^ 
enquiry.  The  present  unlucky  8^^.  *^ 
affairs  m  Europe,  or  the  danger  this  nation 
may  be  in,  or  being  involved  ia  a  htfvy 
war,  can  be  no  argument  agaiask  sucb  s^ 
enquiry  ;  for  it  was  uponilich  oocs»oo* 
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that  the  Raman  people,  whDe  they  re- 
Uioed  their  virtue,  got  th^ir  gaiity  ma- 
gutratet  pimiBfaed,  imd  their  own  liberties 
secared.  In  their  histories,  «v<e  have  many 
examples  of  their  insisting  obstinately 
upon  a  confirmation,  or  enkirgement  of 
Uieir  privil^es,  or  upon  an  enquiry  into 
th^  bonduct  of  their  magistrates,  when 
the  enem^  was  ahnost  at  the  gates  of  their 
city.  This  obstinacy  never  cGd  that  brave 
people  any  damage:  for  as  soon  as  they 
got  their  liberties  secured,  or  their  guilty 
magistrates  punished,  their  armies  went 
oat  with  alacrity,  and  returned  with  vic- 
tory. In  this  country,  I  hope  upon  the 
present  occasion,  the  case  Would  be  ^ 
ome :  Give  the  people  but  satisfaction  : 
Put  oar  fleets  andour  armies  under  those, 
in  whofie  wisdom  and  conduct  they  have  a 
confidence,  and  I  proilaise  for  them,  they 
will  give  a  good  account  of  their  enemiies. 
Whereas,  if  you  go  to  war,  while  your 

5)le  are  discontented,  and  consequently 
irited;  ifylnnr  Metsmd  3^ouir  armies 
are  under  the  conduct  of  those,  who  bv 
their  past  manageaoent  have  forfeited  their 
character,  both  among  your  soldiers  and 
Milors,  yon  can  expect  no  success,  either 
^om  jour  fleets  or  your  armieSk  There- 
ibre,  in  case  a  war  should  become  una- 
void^le,  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  necessary 
for  as  to  enter  into  such  an  enquiry  as  I 
have  mentioned,  in  order  to  give  satisfec- 
tion  to  our  pec^Ie,  either  by  justifying  our 
iKe  conduct,  in  case  it  should  appear  to 
lunre  been  pradent  and  Wise ;  or  by  re-' 
moving  or  punishing  those,  that  have  been 
the  chief  advisers  of  it,  in  case  it-should 
appear  to  have  been  pusillanimous  and 
iwiident. 

But,  Sir,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the 
best  method  we  could  take  for  preventing 
a  war,  would  be,  to  resOlve  immediately 
upon  enouiring  into  our  late  conduct;  b^ 
cause,  if  the  enemies  of  this  nation  have 
got  any  advantages  from  our  conduct  in 
time  of  peace,  they  may  reasonably  hope 
for  greater  in  time  of  war,  and  therefore 
loay  now  refbse  to  me  us  a  proper  satis- 
&ction  or  security,  because  thev  are  de- 
signs of  coming  to  a  rupture  ;  wnereas,  if 
we  this  day  resolve  upon  an  enquiry,  our 
enemies  wiU  expect  a  change  in  our  ma- 
ntra, and  from  thence  a  change  in  our 
conduct,  which  must  diminish,  if  not  de- 
rtroy  their  hopes  of  getting  any  thing  by 
a  war,  land  may  consequently  alter  their 
i&clinations. 

Tot^n  us.  Sir,  that  the  court  of  Spain 
cttmot,m  a  peaceable  Qianner,  .be  brought 


to  agree  to  soch  particular  acknowledge 
menu,  and  specific  promises,  as  they  have, 
by  their  own  conduct,  made  necessary  foqr 
the  satisfaction  and  security  of  this  nation, 
is  to  tell  ns,  that  tliey  despise  as.  If  this 
be  the  case,  we  can  expect  no  real  peace, 
notwithstanding  any  new  treaty  we  can 
make  with  them :  We  must  expect,  that 
after  the  next  treaty,  they  will  continue 
to  treat  us  as  they  have  done  since  the  last* 
We  can  expect  nothing  but  repeated  in- 
sults and  depredations,  till  bv  a  vigorous  ' 
war  we  convmce  them  of  their  error,  and 
compel  them  to  alter  their  behaviour.  But* 
this.  Sir,  is  not  the  case ;  they  may  perhaps 
despise  our  negodators;  but,  I  am  per* 
suaded,  they  do  not,  I  think  they  cannot, 
despise  the  nation.  They  may  hope,  that 
oar  fleets  and  armies  will  be  bound  up  in 
time  to  come  by  pacific  instructions,  as- 
they  have  been  upota  some  former  occa- 
sions ;  but  they  know  too  well  the  alacrity 
and  courage  both  of  our  soldiers  and 
sailors,  not  to  be  afraid  of  their  being  sent 
against  them  with  proper  instructions;  the 
best.thing  therefore  we  can  do  upon  the 
present  occasion,  is  to  lay  our  negocia- 
tors  under  a  necessity  of  treating  with 
them,  upon  a  footing  difiereht  from  what 
they  have  done  ;  and  our  ministers  under 
a  necessity  of  funushing  any  fleets  or  ar- 
mies, they  may  hereafter  put  the  nation  to 
the  expence  of  sending  out,  with  such  in- 
structions as  shall  make  them  spread 
terror,  instead  of  laughter,  wherever  the  j 
coift^.  For  this  purpose,  the  resolutions 
first  proposed,  are  so  fkr  from  bemg  too 
particular  or  explicit,  that,  I  think  they 
ought  to  be  made  more  particular  and 
more  explicit.  If  we  should  add  to  each 
of  them  in  express  terms,  that  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  war  ought  to  be 
declared  against  Spain,  unless  such  a  right 
or  privilege  should  be  particularly  acknow- 
ledged, or  unless  such  a  violation  of  the 
law  of  nations,  or  such  an  insult  Aould 
be  atoned  for,  by  punishing  or  giinng  up 
the  authors,  I  do  not  think  wc  would  be 
in  the  least  to  blame  ;  and,  with  regard 
to  the  damage  that  has  been  done  to  our 
merchants  and  seamen,  if  we  should  ap- 
point a  select  committee  to  take  a  particu- 
lar account  of  it,  and  to  state  the  specific 
sum  they-thought  it  amounted  to,  and  if 
we  should  upon  their  report  come  to  a  re- 
solution, that  such  a  specific  sum  ought 
be  demanded  and  peremptorily  insisted  on,v 
for  making  good  that  aaroage  to  the  suf- 
ferers, I  am  convinced  very  few  persons 
in  this  nation  would  think  we  had  gonea^ 
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bit  too  fir;  na^^,  that  we  had  done  wisdiy,' 
by  avoiding  being  the  dupes  of  Spain  and 
tkescoff  of  all  Europe. 

Howevery  Sir,  I  am  confident,  that  as 
6p6n  as  those  resolutions  are  laid  before 
his  Majesty,  he  will  order  and  empower 
siojate  proper  persons  to  examine  particu- 
larly into  the  several  depredations  that 
have  been  committed  upon  his  subjects,  and 
to  state  the  specific  sum  they  amount  to. 
I  am  likewise  confident,  that  in  any  fu* 
ture  treaty  his  Majesty  will  insist  upon 
this  specific  sum's  being  immediately  paid, 
and  upon  every  other  reparation  for  sa- 
tisfying the  honour  of  this  kingdom.  These 
things,  I  say.  Sir,  I  am  confident  hit 
Majesty  will  msist  on ;  at  least,  our  reso- 
lutions, in  case  we  aeree  to  those  that 
yrere  first  proposed,  w3l,  in  some  measure, 
shew  that  they  ought  to  be  insisted  on. 

I  am  surprised.  Sir,  to  hear  his  Ma- 
jesty's name  mentioned  in  the  manner 
it  has  been  in  this  debate.  His  Ma- 
jesty's wisdom  and  conduct  is  so  w^ell 


[>wn,  that  if  it  were  possible  for  him  to 
see  every  thing  with  his  own  eyes,  and  to 
execute  every  act  of  government  or  power 
by  himself,  without  the  interposition  of 
mmisters  or  servants,  there  would  be  no 
occasion  for  our  entering  into  any  enquiry, 
or  coming  to  any  resolutions.  We  are 
not.  Sir,  so  much  as  to  doubt  of  our  sove- 
reign's wisdom  or  conduct  in  any  affiur 
whatsoever;  but,  the  wisdom  and  conduct 
of  his  ministers  or  servants  we  may  doubt 
of,  we  ought  to  doubt  of  it :  it  is  what  we 
ought  often  to  enquire  into ;  and  I  must 
think  there  never  was  greater  occasion  for 
doubting  of  it,  and  enquiring  into  it,  than 
at  present.  For  this  reason,  whatever  I 
luive  said,  or  may  say  upon  the  subject 
now  under  our  consideration,  will,  I  hope, 
be  supposed  to  be  meant  only  of  the  con- 
duct or  his  Majesty's  ministers ;  and  that 
conduct,  I  hope,  I  may  freely  examine 
into,  and  freely  censu,re,  without  giving 
any  just  offence.  I  believe  there  is  no 
man  m  the  kingdom  Questions  but  that  his 
Majesty  would  have  long  since  obtained 
full  satisfiiction  and  security,  either  in  a 
peaceable  way,  or  by  force  of  arms,  if  he 
nad  not  been  misinformed,  and  misled  by 
advice,  which  now,  I  think,  appears  to  have 
been  none  of  the  most  pruaent;  and,  if 
foreigners  have  begun  to  presume,  which 
I  am  afraid  they  luive,  that  our  ministers 
are  weak  and  imprudent,  and  upon  that 
presumption  have  begun  to  treat  this  na- 
tion in  a  haughty,  unjust,  or  contemptible 
manner,  their  perceiving  that  the  purlia- 


ment  continues  to  put  an  entire  confiflence 
in  the  conduct  of  such  nunisters  will  not, 
I  am  sure,  prevail  with  them  to  alter  their 
conduct,  with  regard  to  this  nati<m^  in  tiine . 
to  comci 

I  am  of  q>inion.  Sir,  that  our  situation 
as  an  island  will  always  furnish  us  with  an 
opportunity,  if  we  have  the  good  luck  to  be 
under  a  prudent  and  wise  administration) . 
for  asserting  our  rights,  in  case  of  en- 
croachments firom  any  of  our  neighbours ; 
because  while  we  horn  the  balance  of  power 
m  Europe,  we  shall  always  be  provided 
with  such  an  opportunity;  and,  we  can 
never  lose  holdmg  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe,  but  by  a  long  series  of  egregious 
Uundenu  However,  supposing  mat  onr 
situation  does  not  always  lumuh  us  with 
such  an  <Kiportunity,  if,  as  the  gentlemen 
say,  it  often  does,  I  cannot  comprehend 
how  it  has  haj^ned,  that  we  could  find 
no  such  opportunity  fox  these  20  yean 
jpast;  for,  every  one  knows  that  it  is  more 
than  20  years  since  the  Spaniards  first  be- 
gan to  incroach  upon  or  invade  some  of 
our  rights  or  privueges ;  and,  it  must  be 

Eint^,  that  smce  they  first  began,  they 
ve  continued  without  any  king  inter- 
mission. I  am  therefore  very  suspicious, 
we  have  of  late  years  n^lected  several 
good  opportunities  for  compelling  them  to 
settle  afi  disputes  with  us  ta  our  own 
liking ;  and,  nrom  thence,  there  is,  I  thinic 
great  reason  to  fear,  that  those  who  have 
neglected  past  opportunities,  will  not  make 
a  good  use  of  any  future,  unless  we  laj 
them  under  a  sort  (rf*  necessity  for  so  doing, 
by  the  resolutions  we  come  to  upon  tJm 
occasion. 

In  deliberating  what  we  ought  to  do 
upon  the  present  occasion,  #e  are  not.  Sir, 
to  consid^,  whether  the  present  conjunc* 
ture  be  a  proper  one,  for  repairing  our 
wrongs,  and  vindicating  our  rights  and 
privile^.  We  are  to  consider  whiat  rights 
and  privileges  of  this  nation  have  been  in- 
vaded by  Spain,  and  what  injuries  the; 
have  done  us,  in  order  to  declare  them  to 
his  Majesty,  in  what  maimer  the  former 
ought  to  be  asserted,  and  the  laUer  re* 
santed.  This  we  are  to  do,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty may  from  thence  see,  the  righU  and 
privileges  of  thift  kingdom  that  have  been 
invaded,  and  the  mjuries  that  have  been 
done  to  his  subjects ;  and  that  he  may 
know  what  we  think  oosht  to  he  done 
upon  such  an  occasion.  His  MiQasty  only 
is  to  consider  whether  the  present  be  a 
seasonable  conjuncture,  for  doing  wh|U 
ought  to  be  done ;  and  if  it  is  notfOC  ^^ 
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of  coune  caaoAer,  haw  it  conieB  that  the 
present  coojuncture  of  sffiun  in  Europe 
happeiu  to  be  80  unfaYourable  for  this  nap 
lion.  This  wiU  naturally  make  him  reflect 
upon  the  late  information  and  adYicet  he 
bag  receiyed ;  and  if  they  appear  to  hare 
been  wrong,  it  will  make  him  change  his 
measures,  and  perhaps  his  counsellors.  If 
his  Majesty  snould,  upon  examination^ 
find,  that  the  present  is  not  a  proper  sea- 
son for  insisting  upon  such  terms  as  we 
ought  to  have,  he  cannot,  by  the  resolu- 
tions proposed,  or  by  imy  resolutions  of 
this  House,  be  obliged  to  insist  peremptorily 
upon  such  terms,  nor  can  his  ministers  be 
exposed  to  any  danger,  for  advising  him  to 
accept  of  more  general  terms,  though  thev 
may  be  neither  so  honourable  nor  enectual. 
But  it  is  still  to  be  understood,  that  they 
had  DO  hand  in  rendering  the  conjuncture 
80  unfavourable  for  their  country,  nor  had 
oeelected  to  take  advantage  or  any  pre- 
ceding conjuncture  that  was  favound>le« 
With  regard  to  hisMqesty,  the  only  effect 
our  resolutions  can  haye,  will  be  to  give 
him  afullandtrue  information,  and,  I  hope, 
3  wholesome  advice  ;  and,  with  regard  to 
his  ministers  the  only  effect  our  resolutions 
can  have,  will  be  to  make  it  dangerous  for 
tbem  to  advise  him  to  accept  o^^  or  to  ra- 
tify a  dishonourable  or  ignominious  treaty, 
at  a  time  when  the  circumstances  of  our 
affiiirs  both  at  home  and  abroad,  afforded 
him  an  opportunity  for  insisting  upon  ho- 
Doorable  terms ;  and  for  both  these  pur- 
poses, I  must  think  the  resolutions  first 
proposed  will  be  much  more  effectual  than 
the  resolution  proposed  by  the  hon,  gen- 
tleman's amendment* 

I  must  grant.  Sir,  that  if  a  motion  were 
to  be  made  in  this  House,  for  an  imme- 
diate declaration  of  war,  I  should  be  against 
agreeing  to  such  a  motion ;  because,  I 
rttUy  Mieve  the  af&irs  of  Europe  are,  at 
present,  in  a  state  not  very  favourable  for 
this  nation ;  but  I  must  say,  I  am  of  opi- 
nion, it  is  pretty  much  owing  to  our  own 
conduct  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  found, 
^t  for  many  years  our  neighbours,  the 
French,  have  had  the  art  to  make  us  fidl 
out  with  Spain  whenever  they  had  a  mind; 
and  after  ttiey  had  set  the  two  nations  by 
tbe  ears  togeuier,  they  have  had  author!^ 
enough,  to  make  us  carry  on  the  war  in 
%ch  amanner,  and  agree  to  an  accommo- 
dation upon  such  terms,  as  they  were 
pleased  to  prescribe.  By  this  manage- 
ment the  Spaniards  have  found,  that  they 
can  expect  nothing  firom  our  friendship, 
nor  need  fear  any  dung  fnmi  our  enmity ; 
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whieh  Hm  b6en  the  chief  cause  of  their  in- 
sulting behaviour  towards  us,  and  will  al- 
wa3rB,  while  it  subsists,  produce  the  sam« 
effect ;  and  by  the  same  management,  I  am 
afraid,  our  character  has  been  so  much 
lessened  at  all  the  courts  of  Europe,  that 
none  of  them  are  now  fond  of  an  alliance 
with  us,  nor  ready  to  give  us  their  assist- 
ance. If  I  liave  been  rightly  informed, 
even  our  good  allies  the  Dutch  begin  to  look 
cool  upon  us ;  for  I  have  been  told  that  an 
application  was  lately  made  to  them,  to 
join  with  us  against  Spain,  and  that  ^ey 
answered  coolly,  *  If  Spain  pretends  to  do 

*  us  an  injury,  we  know  how  to  right  our- 

*  selves  without  your  assistance.'  Whe- 
ther this  be  true  or  not,  our  ministers  know 
much  better  than  I  can  pretend  to ;  but  if 
it  is,  I  must  from  thence  conclude,  we 
have  not  an  ally  in  Europe,  we  could  trust 
to  for  assistance,  in  case  of  a  war )  and 
therefore  I  must  conclude,  that  the  present 
is  a  very  unseasonable  conjuncture  for  ua 
to  declare  war  against  Spain ;  because  we 
cannot  foresee  what  assistance  they  might, 
in  such  a  case,  meet  with,  from  some  oithe 
other  powers  of  Europe,  especially  from 
those  who  are  naturally  no  great  friends  to 
this  nation.  However,  Sir,  our  agreeing 
to  the  resolutions  first  proposed,  can  have 
no  other  effect,  than  to  shew  his  Majesty 
what  we  think  ought  to  be  done ;  and  aa 
our  coming  to  such  resolutions  wiU  be  an 
argument  for  convincing  our  old  and  natu- 
ral allies,  that  the  nation  has  at  last  get 
out  of  its  leading  strings,  as  the  resoluUona 
of  parliament  w31  have  greater  weight,  and 
win  be  more  confided  in,  than  the  resolu- 
tions of  any  of  iiis  Majesty's  other  coun- 
cils, our  coming  to  such  resolutions,  may 
probably  restore  our  character  at  foreign 
courts,  and  enable  his  Majesty  to  brniff 
about  such  an  alteration  in  the  ai&irs  <x 
Europe,  as  will  furnish  us  with  a  good  op- 
portunity for  resenting  the  injuries  we^ 
nave  met  widi,  and  for  vindicating  and  as- 
serting every  one  of  the  rights  or  privi- 
leges of  the  nation,  that  has  lately  been 
invaded,  or  any  way  incroached  on. 

I  am  extremely  surpriaeed,  Sir,  to  hear 
the  least  insinuation  made,  that  we  ought 
always  to  approve  of  what  appears  to  be 
the  sentiments  of  his  Majesty's  ministers, 
or  that  we  ought,  upon  all  occasions,  to 
speak  their  sense  only.  .  To  establish  this, 
as  a  rule  for  our  conduct,  would  be  such  a 
disgrace,  as,  I  hope,  thn  House  will  never 
incur.  I  have  so  good  an  opinion  even  of 
this  parliament,  that  I  cannot  imagine  we 
will  approve  of  this  masum;  because,  n» 
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parUamtttt  thatestabliihesor  olHienrefl  tiicli 
a  oiaxiiDy  can  be  of  any  usey  either  to  their 
long  or  Uieir  country ;  therefore,  I  hope 
we  wil],  by  our  resolutions  of  this  day,  con- 
vince the  world,  that  we  are  no  way  under 
the  direction  or  influence  of  our  ministers 
of  state.  It  is  a  maxim.  Sir,  that  we  ought 
not  to  speak  ill  of  the  dead;  but,  Uiis 
maxim  relates  to  dead  men,  not  to  dead 
parliaments:  of  parlittnents,  we  must  say 
nothing  amiss,  while  they  are  livine ;  but, 
after  they  are  dead,  we  are  allowed  to  tell 
the  trq.th,  and  to  give  our  sentiments  of 
them  freely.  This  parliament  will  soon 
come  to  die,  as  others  have  done  before  it: 
It  can  live  but  a  very  few  years  longer ; 
therefore,  let  us  consider  what  people  will 
say  of  yx&  when  we  are  dead,  if  we  should 
give  die  least  reason  to  suspect,  that  we 
approved  of  such  a  maxim.  Some  former 
parliamenta  have  seemed,  by  their  beha- 
viour, to  approve  of  this  maxim:  they 
seemed  to  speak,  upon  all  occasions,  the 
sense  of  our  ministers,  and  their  sense 
only ;  but,  I  am  sure,  the  character  now 
generally  given  to  those  parliaments,  can 
Se  no  encouragement  for  us  to  foUow  their 
example.  If  we  have  a  mind  to  produce, 
by  our  resolutions,  any  change  in  the  con- 
duct of  Spain  towards' this  nation,  we  must 
not,  upon  this  occasion,  shew  a  thorough 
approbation  of  the  measures  or  sentiments 
of  our  ministers.  For  above  this  dozen  of 
years  past,  it  has  appeared,  that  there  was 
a  thorough  understanding  and  agreement 
between  our  parliaments  and  our  ministers : 
the  resolutions  of  the  former  have  been  no- 
thing but  eehoinff  back  the  resolutions  of 
the  latter,  and  the  sentiments  and  mea- 
sures of  the  latter  have  been  all,  I  shall 
BOt  say  implicitly,  approved  of  by  the 
former ;  y^  dunng  a  course  of  so  many 
years,  it  has  not  produced  the  leaist  varia- 
tion in  the  conduct  of  Spain,  with  regard 
to  their  behaviour  towanu  this  nation.  On 
the  contrary,  I  believe  it  has  encouraged 
them  to  continue  their  insults  and  depre- 
dations. It  is  therefore  now  hiffh  time  for 
us  to  alter  our  method,  in  or&r  to  con- 
vince the  Spaniards,  that,  whatever  hopes 
thev  may  have  of  being  still  able  to  amuse 
our'ministers,  they  cati  no  longer  hope  for 
being  able,  even  with  the  assistance  of 
British  ministers,  to  amuse  a  British  par- 
liament. 

Having  said  thus  mudi.  Sir,  I  shail  ob- 
serve, that,  if  we  consider  the  last  Spanish 
naemorial,  and  the  estimates  for  the  set  vice 
of  the  ensuing  year,  we  shall  find,  in  my 
opinion,  an  irresistible  argument  for  com- 


ing to  die  roost  vigorous  reaokitions  U|Kn 
the  present  occasion.  By  the  last  Spsmsh 
memorial  it  appears,  that  the  court  of 
Spain  are  as  far  from  yielding  to  grant  U3 
either  satisfaction  or  security  m  a-peMe« 
able  way,  as  they  were  seven  years  a^: 
and  3ret,  by  the  estimates  for  the  ensomg 
year,  it  appears  that  we  have  no  design  to 
seek  for  it  m  any  other  way«^  It  is  an  old 
-maxim  in  treaty  making,  that  the  best  mt- 
thod  of  treating  is  to  treat  sword  in  hand. 
We  have  been  treating  for  these  eight  or 
nine  years,  without  sword  in  hand,  and  the 
event  has  shewn  the  mistake  we  have  been 
guilty  of;  for,  by  what  I  can  find,  we  are 
not  now  so  near  our  purpose,  as  we  were 
when  we  first  began ;  because  our  com- 
plunts,  and  conseouently  our  demands, 
increase  daily,  and  tne  more  they  increase, 
the  more  difficult  we  shall  find  it  to  obtais 
full  satisfaction.  It  was  therefore  in  my 
opinion  high  time  for  us,  at  die  beginning 
of  this  session,  to  think  of  altering  our  me- 
thod of  treating:  It  was  high  time  for  us 
to  think  of  putting  ourselves  in  a  condition 
to  treat  sword  in  hand ;  and  for  this  rea- 
son, I  was  surprized  to  find,  by  the  esti- 
mates for  this  ensuing  year,  that  no  more 
than  10,000  seamen  were  demanded  for 
that  service.  I  expected  that  20,000  sea- 
men at  least  would  have  been  demanded : 
nay,  if  30,000  had  been  demanded,  I  should 
have  been  for  agreeing  to  it ;  becaase,  1 
think  even  that  number  may  be  usefnllT 
employed.  But  as  no  greater  number  ha$ 
been  demanded,  than  what  is  usual  in  time 
of  peace,  I  am  from  thence  convinced, 
that  our  ministers  have  no  thoughts  of  al- 
tering their  method  of  treating ;  which  I 
think  it  is  our  du^  to  oblige  them  to  do ; 
but  we  never  can  ao  it  by  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  hon.  gent]^ 
man.  Tlierefore,  I  hope  the  aniendment 
will  be  disagreed  to,  in  order  diat  the  ques- 
tion may  be  put,  and  agreed  to,  upon  the 
several  resoludons  that  were  first  proposed. 

Mr.  Edxoard  Wariley  Montague  said : 

Sir ;  As  I  do  not  pretend  to  know  the 
present  views  of  the  Spanish  court,  nor 
the  opinion  they  have  of  this  nation,  I 
shall  not  takfenipon  me  todetenninewtnch 
of  the  two  prc^fMisitions  made  to  us,  yr& 
be  most  effectiud  for  procuring  that  reme- 
dy and  relief  the  petidoners  pray  for.  I 
am  afraid  neither  of  them  will  prove  effec- 
tual: nay,  I  doubt  much,  if  an  order  or 
resolution  for  20,000  seamen  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  ensuing  year,  or  even  die  fitting 
out  a  formidable  squadrop,  with  fireshipsy 
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bomb-ketdies^  and  all  other  utenaib  of 
war,  would  pracure  sttch  a  aatisfiurtion  or 
security  from  that  nation,  as  we  ou^t  to 
insist  on;  for  they  have  of  late  seen  us  fit 
out  go  mafiy  expensive  and  hostile-like 
squadrons,  without  any  hostile  intention, 
duo,  I  believe,  thev  wdl  not  now  think  we 
are  in  earnest,  till  they  not  only  see  our 
squadrons,  but  feel  the  effects  of  the  orders 
thai  have  been  given  to  such  squadrons, 
I  believe  a  Britiui  squadron  sent  into  the 
Mediterranean,  and  another  into  the 
Westp  Indies,  with  such  orders  as  that 
British  squadron  had  which  was  sent  into 
the  Mediterranean  in  the  year  1718,  would 
soon  make  them  feel  the  effects  of  British 
resentment ;  and,  would  prove  more  effec- 
tual than  any  resolution  now  proposed,  or 
any  resolution  we  can  come  to. 

out.  Sir,  if  this  nation  should  be  put  to 
any  such  expence,  by  the  obstinacy  of  the 
Spanish  court,  I  hope  that  expence  will  be 
added  to  the  other  demands  we  have  upon 
that  nation ;  for  whatever  roan  or  nation 
refuses  to  satisfy  a  just  demand,  ought  to 
be  loaded  with  the  costs  and  charges, 
whidi  the  other  party  is  necessarily  put  to, 
in  recovering  what  is  due  to  him.  There- 
tore  I  hope  1  shall  never  hear  any  gentle- 
man in  this  House  pretend  to  charge  that 
expence  upon  this  nation  as  a  new  debt ; 
nor  will  it,  I  hope,  prevent  our  paying  off 
any  part  of  the  old. 

I  must  confess,  Sir,  that  I  believe  the 
present  conjuncture  of  affiiirs  in  Europe  to 
be  a  very  unfavourable  one  for  this  nation ; 
and,  I  believe  so,  because  I  find  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  who  proposed  the 
amendment,  so  much  afraid  of  our  doing 
an?  thing  that  may  tend  to  involve  the  na- 
tion in  tt  war  with  Spain.  Those  fears 
must  either  proceed  from  a  consciousness 
of  the  bad  state  of  affiurs  abroad,  or,  from 
a  otnsciousness  of  the  weakness  of  this 
nation,  when  compared  with  the  superior 
power  of  the  kuiedom  of  Spain ;  for,  I 
&m  sure,  no  genueman  that  knows  him, 
can  suppose  them  to  proceed  firom  any 
natural  pusillanimity  of  nis  own. 

Now,  Sir,  as  neiUier  he,  nor  any  man 
^9  can  suppose  the  pow£x  of  Spain  any 
*ay  superior  to  the  power  of  this  nation ; 
l^refore,  his  fears  must  proceed  from  his 
^g  conscious,  that  the  present  conjunc- 
tttte  of  aSurs  m  Europe  is  not  afkvourable 
one  for  US;  and,  as  I  must  suppose,  from 
ue  station  he  is  in,  that  he  is  fully  ap* 
prised  how  afeirs  stand  abroad;  therefore, 
opon  the  credit  of  his  judgment,  I  believe 
^^y  are  at  present  in  a  situation  very  un- 


lucky for  this  nation;  but  Ijiis  irsofii^ 
firom  being  a  reason  for  our  not  coming 
to  vigorous  resolutions,  tliat  I  think  it  a 
good  reason  for  our  coming  to  more  vi- 
gorous resolutions,  and  resolutions  of  a 
more  domestic  nature,  than  any  yet  pro- 
posed ;  for  the  a&irs  of  Europe  can  never 
be  brought  into  a  bad  situation  for  us,  with- 
out aiime  mismanagement  of  our  own ;  and 
if  we  are,  by  our  own  mismanagement, 
brought  into  such  difficulties,  t^  we 
must  suffer  the  most  cruel  usage,  without 
daring  to  sliew  a  proper  resentment,  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  prudent  in  us,  who. 
are  the  representatives  of  the  people,  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  consistent  with  the 
duty  we  owe  to  our  sovereign,  to  trust  en- 
tirely, for  our  deliverance,  to  those  who 
had,  by  their  blindness,  ignorance  or 
wickedness,  led  us  into  the  mire. 

What  reasons  the  Spaniards  may  have 
for  treating  us  in  such  a  manner,  or  what 
reasons  we  may  have  for  suffering  such 
treatment,  and  for  suffering  it  so  long,  I 
do  not  know ;  but  to  me.  Sir,  the  two  na- 
tions seem  to  have  entirely  changed  con- 
ditions since  the  year  1667.  As  I  have 
had  a  particular  opportunity,  for  making 
myselt  acquainted  with  the  transactiona 
between  Spain  and  us  atioMt  that  tin^,  I 
must  let  you  know,  Sir,  that  at  the  time  of 
settling  the  treaty,  which  was  that  year 
concluded  between  the  two  nations^  and 
for  some  time  before,  we  treated  the 
Spaniards  in  the  same  manner,  in  which, 
I  believe,  they  now  treat  us.  Our  ships  in 
the  American  seas,  under  some  pretente 
or  odier,  plundered  or  made  prize  of  almost 
every  Spanish  ship  they  met  with  in  those 
seas.  The  Spamards  justly  complained 
of  diis  treatment,  and,  by  their  minister 
here,  presented  several  memorials  to  our 
court  upon  the  subject.  Our  court  did 
not  pretend  to  justify  si^h  depredations, 
but  pretended  iterance,  and  that  they 
would  order  satisfaction  as  s«on  as  ttie 
complaints  could  be  enquired  into.  In 
the  mean  time,  to  ke^  the  Spaniards 
easy,  and  to  amuse  their  court,  orders 
were  issued  to  our  governor^  and  to  the 
commanders  of  our  uiipa  of  war,  in  the 
West  Indies,  expressly  enjoining  them  to 
forbear  all  such  depredations  or  hostilities 
for  the  future.  These  orders  were  shewn 
to  the  Spanish  minister  here,  and  were 
sent  to  our  respective  governors,  andeom- 
manders  of  ships  in  die  West  Indies ;  but 
at  the  same  time  private  letters  were  dis- 
patched to  those  governors  and  com- 
manders, not  to  regard  the  orders  sent 
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The  Earl  of  Chohwmdelev  stood  upi 
and  spoke  to  the  following  eTOCt : 

My  Lords ;  Your  lordships  are,  no  doubt, 
fttUy  apprized  of  the  important  reasons  for 
which  you  are  this  day  summoned  to  at- 
tend, and  of  the  necessity  which  our  duty 
and  honour  lay  us  under,  to  testify  on  this 
occasion  our  resentment  of  the  insults  of- 
fered to  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  the 
injuries  done  to  our  plundered  mercliants ; 
I  beg  leave  therefore,  without  any  intro- 
duction, to  enter  into  an  explanation  of 
such  particulars  as,  I  thuik,  ought  to  serve 
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oun  to  maintain  one-fiAh  of  their  Navigation  \ 
and  therefore  they  must  not  suffer  a  search. 
Reprisals  are  goail  things  in  states  that  have 
but  small  navies ;  but  what  is  the  fleet  of  Eng- 
land kept  for  bat  to  support  the  merchants. 
Gaarda  Costas  are  fitted  out  at  private  chaises, 
and  they  must  make  prizes.  Add  to  lord 
Cbolmondeley's  motion,  That  no  gooils  carried 
from  one  part  of  the  king's  dominions  to 
another  shall  be  deemed  contraband,  and  that 
any  search  is  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations 
and  the  treaties  subsisting.  I  am  not  for  a  war, 
but  if  they  disturb  our  navigation  let  us  disturb 
thcTn. 

Hardwicke  C.  Some  clauses  of  the  treaty 
of  1667  cannot  be  referred  to  America,  and 
IhereAffe  all  must  be  construed  according  to 
the  sobjed  matter.  This  treaty  hath  rwr- 
ence  to  that  of  Munster.  The  treaty  of  1670 
ascertained  what  was  before  exoressed  by  re- 
ference. There  is  a  cbuse  in  the  end  of  this 
to  preserve  the  liberty  of  Navigation,  bat  with 
a  proviso,  That  notning  be  done  contrary  to 
the  genuine  sense  of  the  treaty.  >Ve  have 
other  rights  than  to  navigate  to  our  own  ter- 
ritories. We  claim  a  right  to  ciit  logwood  in. 
the  Bay  of  Campechey.  By  Art.  U  of  1667, 
there  are  provisions  all  shewing  sea  letters 
and  those  of  lading  to  see  whether  there  be 
contraband  goods.  Contraband  goods  are 
where  two  nations  are  at  war,  and  a  third  at 
peace  with  both  carries  warlike  stores  to  either. 
In  this  case  the  law  of  nations  allows  sliips 
to  be  searched. 

Carteret.  We  have  no  right  to  carry  any 
thing  to  the  French,  Dutch  or  Spanish  ports  in 
America,  wheiher  they  be  at  war  or  at  peace 
n^th  each  other.  I  no|>e  the  administration 
will  support  our  claim  to  cut  logwood.  If  we 
submit  to  be  searched,  we  must  insist  that  the 
French  be  searched  too.  It  is  doubtful  whe- 
ther a  trade  to  the  Spanish  West  Todies  would 
he  useful  to  us.  For,  of  consequence,  they 
and  all  nations  must  trade  with  our  West 
Indies. 

BathurU.  The  14th  and  1.5th  Articles  of 
1667  relate  only  to  Europe,  for  the  16th  re- 
lates only  to  Europe:  according  to  the  expla- 
nation made  by  Keen,  the  Spaniards  might 
have  taken  the  arms  out  of  our  ships. 

IthinknoDivl^on, 


as  the  foundation  of  some  reioludons, 
which  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  lay  before 
your  lordships,  and  to  which  I  humbly 
hoDQ  your  lordships  will  concur. 

My  Lords,  I  shall  divide  what  I  have  to 
say  on  tliis  head  into  three  parts,  each 
part  relating  to  one  of  the  said  resolutions; 
and  I  hope  y^jur  lordships  will  favour  mt 
with  your  indulgence.  If,  after  having 
communicated  my  sentiments  to  your  lord- 
ships, any  lord  shaU  think  fit  to  lay  before 
you  another  set  of  resolutions,  or  to  make 
objections,  or  offer  amendments  to  mine,! 
shall  cheerfully  concur  with  what  the  wis- 
dom of  the  House  shall  determine. 

That  I  may  proceed  with  the  greater 
perspicuity,  it  will  be  nece»ary  for  me, 
my  Lords,  to  enter  into  a  disquisition  of 
the  particular  treaties  upon  which  our 
right  to  navigaticm  in  America  is  founded; 
that  we  may  be  able  to  ascertain  the  right 
upon  which  we  claim  a  free  commerce  in 
that  part  of  the  world,  and  have  an  onpor- 
tunity  of  discovering  how  unjustinabie 
these  pretences  are,  upon  which  the  Spa- 
niards have  insulted  our  merchants,  and  in- 
vaded their  property. 

Tliere  is  no  aoubt,  my  Lords,  but  that 
the  law  of  nations  gave  the  Spaniards  a 
right  to  a  large  part  of  America:  their 
tiue  was  founcted  upon  their  right  of  dis- 
covery, prior  possession  and  conquest. 
But  the  ambition  of  that  people  pushed 
them  on  to  claim  a  right  to  afi  America 
exclusive  of  other  nations;  and  this  right, 
my  Lords,  they  founded  upon  a  title  justly 
disowned  by  us,  which  was,  that  of  a  grant 
from  the  pope.  This,  my  Lords,  was  the 
reason  why  they  opposed  the  English  Id 
the  settlements  wnich  they  made  there 
soon  after  the  discovery  of  America,  and 
to  which  we  had  as  good  a  right  by  the  law 
of  nations,  as  the  Spaniards  had  to  dieir 
settlements.  And  to  this  it  was  owinz, 
that  for  near  a  century  after  the  Spaniards 
had  received  this  grant  from  the  pope, 
there  was  a  continual  war  betwixt  the 
Endish  and  Spaniards  in  America,  wbfle 
both  powers  were  in  peace  with  Europe. 
Nor,  ray  Lords,  was  there  any  treaty, 
though  we  made  several  during  that  j^ 
riod,  betwixt  us  and  Spain,  that  ascertain* 
ed  the  right  of  commerce  and  navigation, 
or  fixed  the  bounds  of  the  several  territo* 
ries  possessed  by  the  two  crowns  in  Ame- 
rica. The  first  treaty,  my  Lords,  that  was 
made  for  that  effect,  was  concluded  in  the 
20th  year  of  the  late  king  Charlei  2,  the 
articles  of  which  are  to  be  taken  distiibu- 
tivelyi  some  of  them  relating  to  the  trade 
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of  Europe,  and  olhen  to  that  of  America. 
But,  my  Lords,  there  u  no  specification  in 
that  treaty,  by  which  any  of  its  artides, 
excq>t  the  eighth,  can  be  construed  as  re-' 
lating  to  our  commerce,  either  in  Europe 
or  America,  any  other  way  than  as  the 
tenns  of  the  particular  articles  therein 
contained  agree  with  the  stipulations  whioh 
regulate  the  commerce  betwixt  the  two 
crorns  in  Europe.  Therefore,  my  Lords, 
lome  of  the  articles  of  that  treaty,  such  as 
the  2hd,  the  4th  and- the  7th,  seem  chiefly 
applicable  to  the  trade  betwixt  England 
aod  Old  Spain  in  Europe:  by  the  last 
mentioned  article  it  is  stipulated,  **  That 
the  sabjects  of  the  two  crowns  shall  re- 
ciprocally pass  freely  and  securely  by  sea, 
by  land  and  by  rivers,  into  the  countries, 
confines,  territories,  &c.  where  trading 
and  commerce  have  hitherto  used  to  be; 
and  that  they  shall  trade,  bu^  and  sell,  as 
freely  and  securely  as  the  mhabitants  of 
the  respective  places,  whether  of  their 
own  nation,  or  any  other,  who  are  there, 
or  who  come  there,  or  who  have  liberty 
to  trade  there." 

These  words,  my  Lords,  we  must  own, 
are  not  applioable  to  the  commerce  of 
America,  unless  we  can  prove  that  com- 
merce and  trading  had  been  used  betwixt 
the  English  and  the  Spaniards,  and  that 
the  nauves  of  England  had  a  right  to  settle 
and  to  carry  on  a  commerce  in  the  Spanbh 
West  Indies.  But,  my  Lords,  though  we 
should  grant  to  the  Spanish  minister  what 
is  contained  in  his  answer  to  our  minister's 
memorial;  that  this  and  the  other  articles, 
I  have  mentioned,  have  no  regard  to  the 
navigation  and  commerce  in  America ;  yet 
the  regulations  to  which  that  crown  is 
obliged  to  conform  by  the  articles  of  tlie 
same  treaty,  and  which  are  evidently  cal- 
culated for  the  navigation  of  America  as 
well  as  Europe,  give  us  very  justifiable 
grounds  for  insisting  tliat  the  subjects  of 
his  Catholic  majesty  acted  in  direct  viola- 
tion of  that  treaty ;  because  their  guarda 
costas  have  arbitrarily  attacked,  seized  and 
plundered  the  ships  and  cargoes  of  many 
of  our  merchants.  Not  contented  with 
this,  my  Lords,  they  have  proceeded  to 
tiolences  that  are  unjustifiable  even  in  a 
time  of  actual  war  between  two  nations. 
This  last  proceeding,  my  Lords,  is  a  vio- 
lation of  the  law  of  nature  and  nations,  as 
the  iormbr  is  of  the  particular  treaties  be- 
twixt the  two  crowns.  To  prove  this  I 
shall  only  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  bv 
the  treaty  I  hate  now  mentioned,  no  search 
of  our  Mp$  is  authorized ;  at  least,  no 


such  aeardi  as  ispractised  by  the  Spanish 
guarda  costas.  For  there  is  but  one  arti- 
cle, which  is  the  14th,  in  all  that  treaty, 
that  can  give  the  least  colour  to  a  search 
of  any  kind,  and  in  that  very  article  there 
is  a  prohibition  that  entirely  destroys  aU 
their  pretences  to  such  a  search  as  they 
insist  upon.  For,  my  Lords,  it  is  there 
expressly  stipulated,  that  no  guarda  costa, 
or  ship  of  war  belonging  to  Spain,  shall 
come  within  cannon  shot  of  an  En^sh 
ship,  if  she  meets  the  latter  at  sea,  but , 
shall  (give  me  leave  to  use  the  words  of' 
the  treatv)  "  send  their  long-boat  or  pin- 
nace to  tlie  English  ship  with  two  or  three 
men  on  board,  to  whom  the  master  or 
owner  shall  shew  his  naasports  and  sea- 
letters,  whereby  not  om  v  the  ship's  lading, 
but  the  place  to  which  she  belongs,  and  as 
well  the  master's  and  owner's  name,  as  the 
name  of  the  ship  may  appear,  by  which 
means  the  quality  of  the  snip  and  Ker  mas- 
ter or  owner  will  be  sufficiently  known,  as 
also  the  commodities  she  carries,  whether 
they  be  contraband  or  not ;  to  the  which 
passports  and  sea-letters,  entire  faith  and 
credit  shall  be  given.*'  • 

Thus,  my  I^rds,  we  see  that,  by  this 
treaty,  there  is  not  the  least  foundation 
upon  which  the  Spaniards  can  lay  their 
claim  to  a  search  in  the  manner  by  them 
practised.  Nay  we  see,  that  supposing  an 
English  ship  had  prohibited  goods  on 
board,  yet  the '  master  of  the  Spanish 
guarda  costa  has  no  riffht  to  rummage  his 
hold,  or  to  ransack  tne  vessel;  for  the 
fact  of  having  or  not  having  prohibited 
goods  on  board,  is  to  be  taken  upon  an  in- 
spection of  the  English  master's  passes 
and  sea-letters.  My  Lords,  the  auttiority 
of  these  passports  and  sea-letters,  and  the 
proof  of  their  being  genuine,  must  depend 
upon  the  bare  wora  and  credit  or  the, 
master  of  the  English  vessel ;  and  afler 
'such  passports  and  letters  are  produced 
and  averred  by  the  master  of  the  English 
ship  to  be  eenuine,  the  ship  is  to  proceed 
unmolested  on  her  voyage,  because,  as 
your  Lordships  see,  by  the  latter  part  of 
this  article,  *'  entire  credit  and  faith  shall 
be  given  to  such  pas^^^rts  and  letters, 
when  produced."  But  though  by  these 
letters  and  passports  it  should  aippear  that 
prohibited  goods  are  on  board  an  English 
ship,  though  it  should  appear  that  such  a 
ship  is  bound  to,  or  is  sailing  from  a  jport 
at  enmity  with  Spain,  and  has  goods  on 
board,  that,  in  the  sense  prescribed  by  the 
articles  o£  the  same  treaty,'  are  to  be 
deemed  contraband ;  yet  even  these  cir<« 
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cumstances  can  never  justi^  the  c<Knfi8c»- 
tion  of  the  whole  ship  and  camiy  much 
less  any  abuse  of  the  officers  and  crew  of 
such  a  ship,  or  forcing  them  into  a  lone; 
and  dismal  captivity;  because,  by  the  fif- 
teenth article  of  the  same  treaty,  <<  these 
prohibited  goods  only  are  to  be  seized  and 
confiscated,  and  not  the  other  goods; 
neither  shall  the  delinquent  incur  any 
other  punishment,  except  he  cany  out 
firom  the  dominions  of  Spain  any  gold  or 
silver  wrought  or  unwrought."  And  the 
twenty-thira  article,  which  fixes  the  nature 
of  contraband  goods,  and  to  what  sense 
Hbst  term  shall  be  restramed,  expresslv 
•ays,  **  that  if  it  shall  appear  that  such 
goods  are  on  board  an  English  ship,  such 
goods  only  shaU  be  taken  out  and  confis- 
cated ;  but  for  this  reason,  the  ship  and 
otherfireed  and  allowed  commodities  which 
shall  be  found  therein,  shall  in  no  ways  be 
either  seized  or  confiscated." 

From  the  consideration,  my  Lords,  of 
these  articles,  we  see  how  repugnant  the 
practice  of  the  Spaniards,  in  searching  and 
confiscating  our  ships,  is  to  that  treaty 
concluded  betwixt  Spain  and  us,  in  the 
20th  year  of  kin^  Charles  2,  and  from  the 
MBxne  consideration  it  may  be  fairly  in- 
ferred, that  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain 
have  a  right  to  navigate  in  those  and  all 
other  ieas,  without  being  subject  to  any 
other  search,  than  the  visitation  of  two 
or  three  persons  put  on  board  the  pinnace 
or  long-Doat  of  the  Spanish  ship,  who 
have  a  right  to  know  no  more  about  the 
ship's  course  or  her  cargo,  than  what  they 
can  gather  f>om  the  papers  exhibited  b^ 
the  captain  of  the  English  ship.  Theur 
seizing,  therefore,  or  making  prize  of  any 
ships  belonging  to  his  Miajesty's  subjects, 
for  having  on  board  such  of  the  said  goods 
as  are,  in  the  sense  of  the  said  treaty, 
deemed  contraband,  is  a  violation  of  the 
good  understanding  that  ought  to  subsist 
betwixt  the  two  crowns.  Thus  much,  my 
Lords,  I  have  said  from  a  supposition,  that 
the  articles  I  have  hist  mentioned  of  this 
treaty,  have  a  relation  to  the  navintion  in 
America  as  well  as  to  that  in  Europe; 
though  this,  my  Lords,  is  a  matter  which  I 
believe  the  Spaniards  will  make  great  dif- 
ficulties of  admitting,  as  appears  firom  the 
papers  that  have  pused  betwixt  his  Ma* 
lesty's  and  the  Spanish  ministers  on  that 
head,  and  which  lie  upon  our  table.  But 
there  is  ofie  article  woich  efiectually  de- 
strojrs  any  such  pretences  of  the  Spanish 
ministers.  The  8lh  article,' my  Lords,  of 
$bt  treaty  I  hav^  ao  often  mentioned. 
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grants  to  the  subjects  of  England  ttie  aiiDe 
rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  of  com- 
merce and  navigation,  as  were  grsated  to 
the  subjects  of  tlie  United  Provinces  by 
the  treaty  of  Monster,  which  was  coo- 
eluded  twenty  years  before  the  other 
treaty  which  1  have  mentioned.  So  thitt, 
my  Lords,  we  have  no  more  to  do,  even 
by  the  confession  of  the  Spaniards  them* 
selves,  but  to  have  recourse  to  the  artide 
of  the  treaty  of  Munster,  which  regulates 
the  commnce  betwixt  the  subjects  of  the 
Uhited  Provinces,  and  those  of  Spain  in 
America.  By  this  article,  my  Lords,  we 
shall  find  that  we  have  as  full  and  ample 
right  to  the  navigation  of  the  American 
seas,  as  has  ^et  been  insisted  on  in  any 
of  our  memonals,  or  as  has  been  practised 
by  those  ships,  which  the  Spaniards  hare 
seized  upon  and  confiscated  as  lawful 
prizes. 

But,  my  Lords,  as  this  treaty  concluded 
betwixt  Spain  and  England  was  found 
liable  to  many  altercaticms,  it  was  thought 
necessary,  by  the  two  crowns,  three  jean 
after,  to  make  a  more  particular  treaty, 
whidi  should  be  entirely  confined  to  the 
navigation  in  America.  This  treaty,  my 
Lordis,  has  for  its  title,  "  A  Treaty  of 
Commerce  and  Navigaticm  for  accommo- 
dating differences,  and  preventing  depre- 
dations betwixt  the  subjects  m  Great 
Britain,  and  Spain  in  America;"  and 
though  not  replicant  to,  is  &r  more  defi- 
nitive and  exphcit  than  the  treaty  con- 
cluded three  years  before,  which  I  have  so 
often  mentioned  to  your  lordships.  And, 
my  Lords,  though,  by  this  latter  treaty, 
we  seem  to  have  given  up  some  of  the 
rights  of  commerce,  which  it  would  ap- 
pear we  enjoyed  when  the  former  treaty 
was  concluded ;  yet,  still,  those  articles  of 
the  former  treaty  which  related  in  general 
to  our  right  of  commerce  and  navigation 
upon  those  seas,  must  be  understood  to  be 
fiillyin  force,  except  in  the  cases  which 
are  specified  by  the  latter  treat^r^  and 
which  must  be  understood  as  relating  to 
the  navigation  in  America.  The  moit 
material  di&rence,  mv  Lords,  which  is 
betwixt  this  latter  and  tne  former  treaty,  is 
in  the  mutual  exclusion  which  both  crowns 
have  given  to  their  respective  subjects 
firom  tradinff  to  each  ot&r's  porta,  ha^ 
boors,  and  dominions ;  which  exdusioo, 
my  Lords,  is  contained  in  the  8th  Artide 
or  the  said  treaty  in  these  words,.  **  That 
the  subjects  of  the  two  cootractine  powm 
shall,  respectively,  forbear  ana  abstain 
firom  sailing  to,  and  trafficing  in  the  poru 
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and  hinrens  which  have  foctificatioiUy 
castles,  or  wardiooies,  or  in  other  places 
posBessed  by  the  other  party."  This,  my 
Lords,  is  the  great  and  material  difierehce 
betwixt  these  two  treaties,'  and  seems  to 
have  been  concerted  by  the  ministers  of 
the  two  contracting  powers,  as  the  only 
means  of  putting  an  end  to  the  number- 
less differences  betwixt  their  respectire 
subjects,  from  the  nature  of  the  pronibited 
goods,  and  the  indefinite  sense  of  the 
former  treaty.  But,  my  Lords,  though 
bj  this  article  we  are  debarred  from  sail- 
ing and  trafficing  in  the  Spanish  settle- 
ments, and  they  to  the  English ;  yet  we 
are  not  debarred  from  the  common  rights 
of  navigation  and  commerce  upon  these 
seas,  we  are  not  debarred  from  sailing  to 
the  places  not  possessed  by  the  Spaniards ; 
far  less  are  we  debarred  from  sailing  be- 
tmxt  Great  Britain  and  any  of  our  colo- 
nies in  America,  or  from  carrying  on  a  free 
commerce  there  between  one  of  our  own 
settlements  and  another.  This  article,  my 
Lords,  can  never  be  construed  as  giving 
to  his  Catholic  Majesty,  the  sovereignty 
of  these  seas,  exclusive  of  us  and  all  other 
nations.  Tins,  mv  Lords,  is  a  soverei^ty 
which  our  crown  nas  never  yet  admitted 


of,  as  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  ^have  a  mind  to  do  it  without  any  lett  or 


and  I  dare  say  never, wiU.  Yet,  my 
Lords,  without  such  a  sovereignty,  the 
Spaniards  can  never  have  the  least  pre- 
tence for  their  depredations.  But,  to 
prove  to  your  lordships  that  our  crown 
neither  granted  sudi  a  sovereignty,  nor 
the  crown  of  Spain  insisted  upon  any  such, 
when  this  treaty  was  made,  I  shall  beg 
leave  to  read  the  15th  Article  of  that 
treaty.  "  This  treaty  shall  no  way  dero- 
gate from  any  pre-eminence,  right,  or 
Jiiory,  which  either  the  one  or  the  other 
the  contracting  parties  have  in  the 
seas,  straits,  or  fresh  waters  of  America ; 
and  that  they  shall  have  and  retain  the 
lame  in  as  fu&  and  ample  a  manner  as  of 
fight  ought  to  belong  to  them.  But  be  it 
however  understood,  that  the  freedom  of 
navigation  ought  not  to  be  interrupted, 
when  there  is  nothing  committed  contrary 
to  the  true  sense  and  meaning  of  this  trea- 
ty." 

By  this  Article,  my  Lords,  we  see  the 
nghts  of  navigation  upon  these  seas,  so  far 
tt  they  were  consistent  vrith  the  stipula^ 
tions  of  the  treaty  made  three  years  before, 
Bnd  10  far  as  they  were  according  to  the 
Knse  and  meanmg  of  the  treaty  then 
isade ;  I  say,  my  Lords,  we  see  these  rights 
>re  confirmed  in  as  full  and  axplicit  a 
[VOJUX.] 
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manner  as  words  could  make  them.  But, 
my  Lords,  there  is  still  a  stronger  proof  of 
our  rights  of  navigation  on  these  seas,  and 
of  the  injustice  of  th6  Spanish  pretensions, 
contained  in  the  10th  Article  or  Ms  treaty^ 
which  is  expressed  in  these  words  t  ^  ft  is 
is  also  agreed,  that,  in  case  the  subjects  and 
inhabitants  belonging  to  either  of  the  two 
allies,  and  their  ships,  whether  they  be 
men  of  war  or  merchant  ships,  and  such 
as  belong  to  private  persons,  should  at  any 
time  be  forced  by  storm,  pursuit  of  pirates 
or  enemies,  or  by  any  other  accident 
whatsoever,  to  retire  and  enter  into  any  of 
the  rivers,  creeks,  bays,  havens,  roads,  ox 
ports  belonging  to  the  other  in  America, 
m  order  to  have  protection  and  refuge; 
thev  shall  be  received  and  treated  there 
with  all  manner  of  humanity  and  civility, 
and  have  all  the  protection  and  assistance 
of  friends,  and  that  they  shall  be  allowed 
to.  refresh  themselves,  and  be  at  liberty  to 
buy  provisions  and  other  necessaries,  whe^ 
ther  It  be  for  the  support  of  their  persons, 
or  for  repairing  their  ships  andconve- 
niency  or  their  vovage, '  and  that  they 
shall  no  manner  or  way  be  retarded  or 
hindered  to  go  oat  of  the  said  ports  or 
roads,  but  they  ma^  do  it  whenever  they 


molestation.'* 

Therefore,  if  a  master  of  an  £ngnsli 
ship  shall,  under  any  frivolous  pretences^ 
continue  longer  in  that  harbour  Uian  the 
time  prescribed  by  the  Spanish  gotemot 
for  his  departure,  the  said  governor  majr 
make  lawful  prize  of  that  ship.  This,  my 
Lords,  is  an  article  that  never  could  hav6 
been  made,  if  it  was  the  sense  of  either  i^ 
the  contracting  powers,  that  the  ships  of 
either  should  be  absolutely  prohibited  from 
navigating  m  thecre  seas.  By  admitting  of 
the  possibility  that  an  English  vessel  may 
be  obliged  to  put  into  a  Spanish  port,  we 
may  with  the  greatest  justice  conclude, 
that  there  is  nothmg  in  that  treaty  which 
could  extend  to  a  prohibition  of  the  Eng- 
lish ships  sailing  by,  and  even  within  sight 
of  their  settlements,  forts,  and  harbours. 
So  that,  my  Lords,  the  prohibition  in  the 
8th  Article  can  only  relate  to'  an  actual 
commerce  in  their  ports  and  harbours,  but 
not  to  a  prohibition  of  the  English  shipa 
sailing  firom  one  of  our  colonies  to  another. 
The  only  objection,  therefore,  my  Lords, 
that  the  Spaniards  can  possibly  raise,  must 
be  founded,  not  upon  a  right  of  naviga- 
tion, but  upon  a  right  of  possesion.  Thejr 
may  mdeed  pretend,  that  our  claim  to 
some   of  our   possesttona    there   ia   il 
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founded,  and  inconsistent  with  their  rights; 
but,  my  Lords,  in  answer  to  that,  we  nave 
a  positive  concession  from  Spain  of  all 
lands,  countries,  &c.  which  we  possessed  at 
the  time  of  the  conclusion  of  that  treaty. 
The  words  of  the  7th  Article  are  so  ex- 
press to  this  purpose,  that  I  cannot  help 
reading  them  to  your  lordships.  Here  we 
see  it  stipulated,  <<  That  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  his  heirs  and  successors,  ^all  have, 
hold,  keep,  and  always  possess  in  full  right 
of  sovereignty,  signiory,  possession,  and 
propriety,  all  the  lands,  countries,  islands, 
colonies,  and  other  places,  be  they  what 
they  will,  lying  and  situate  in  America, 
which  the  said  king  of  Great  Britain  and 
liis  subjects  now  hold  and  possess;  inso- 
much that  they  neither  can  nor  ought 
hereafter  to  be  contested  or  called  in  ques- 
tion, upon  any  account,  or  under  any  pre- 
tence whatever." 

\  These  words,  my  Lords,  I  think  are 
sufficient  to  remove  all  objections  raised  by 
the  Spaniards,  as  to  our  possessions  in  tlie 
province  of  Jucatan,  and  the  right  of  cut- 
ting logwood  in  the  bay  of  Campeach^, 
mi&ss  they  can  prove  that  we  were  not  m 
possession  of  any  property  in  either  of  these 
(wo  places  when  this  treaty  was  concluded, 
^hicn,  my  Lords,  they  never  can  do.  I 
must  likewise,  by  the  by,  observe,  that 
fhese  words  are  sufficient  to  remove  the 
sciruples  which  some  amongst  ourselves 
fi^ve  entertained,  as  to  the  confirmation  of 
our  right  to  the  island  of  Jamaica.  It  is 
jtrue,  my  Lords,  that  the  Spaniards  at  that 
time  could  not  be  brought  to  make  a  posi- 
tive and  a  direct  acknowledgment  ot  our 
ri^ht  to  that  island,  and  I  think  our  mi- 
nisters did  wisely,  in  not  insisting  upon  it: 
because  this  general  concession  in  efiect 
secures  it  as  well  to  the  nation,  as  it  could 
Jiave  been,  had  they  even  granted  a  direct 
and  express  acknowledgment  of  our  right 
of  po9session.  Besides,  my  Lords,  had  we 
accepted  of  particular,  instead  of  general, 
acknowledgments,  every  foot  of  land,  not 
gpecified  in  the  treaty,  had  become  liable 
to  be  disputed.  For,  my  Lords,  had  we 
insisted  upon  such  a  security  for  one  of  our 
ipossessions,  we  should  thereby  have  made 
a  tacit  acknowled^ent,  that  all  the  posses- 
aions  we  heldby  virtue  of  the  same  nght  re- 
quired the  same  particular  security,  or  that 
the  right  itself  was  invalid.  What  I  have 
•aid,  my  Lords,  being  in  mv  opinion  suffi- 
cient to  justify  the  first  resolution,  which  I 
•hall  take  the  liberty  to  lay  before  your 
lordships,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  another 
l^Dsideration. 
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It  is  evident,  my  Lords,  from  the  situa- 
tion of  our  .island,  and  the  genius  of  our 
people,  that  the  glory  and  strength  of  our 
country  depend  upon  the  security  snd  ex- 
tent or  our  navigation ;  and  tlttt  an  io- 
fringement  of  the  laws  relating  to  our  com- 
merce, is  wounding  us  in  a  verv  tender  and 
sensible  part.  Therefore,  if  the  Spaniards 
have  committed  insults  of  that  kind,  I 
think  we  cannot  do  a  thing  morebeconung 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  this  House,  than 
to  come  to  a  resolution  on  this  head,  and 
to  lay  it  before  our  sovereign,  who,  from 
the  tender  regard  his  Majesty  has  alwayi 
expressed  for  the  rishts  of  his  subjects,  ve 
have  no  reason  to  doubt,  will  take  care  to 
procure  us  ample  satisfaction  for  past,  and 
security  firom  future  injuries.  I  hope  1 
have  afready  proved  to  your  lordships,  that 
the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  have  a  right 
to  navigate  and  trade  betwixt  any  one  of 
our  own  settlements  and  another.  I  have 
likewise  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  the 
Spaniards  can  have  no  real  claim,  from 
any  treaty  betwixt  us  and  them,  to  justi^ 
such  a  search  as  is  by  them  practised.  I 
come  now  to  shew^our  lordships,  that  the 
pretences  upon  which  these  seardies  were 
made,  the  cargoes  of  odr  ships  confiscated, 
together  with  the  ships  themselves,  and 
the  British  subjects  imprisoned  and  barba- 
rously treated,  being  unjust  and  ground- 
less, consequently  our  rights  to  navigation 
and  commerce  have  been  unwarnmtahly 
infringed  and  interrupted.  To  do  this  to 
your  lordships'  satisfaction,  I  need  but  hare 
recourse  to  the  papers  that  lie  upon  your 
lordships'  table ;  where  we  shall  find  that 
most  of  the  ships  were  proceeding  on  their 
voyages  in  a  direct  line,  either  fiiom  £ng« 
land  to  some  one  or  other  of  our  settle- 
ments in  America,  from  one  of  these  set* 
dements  to  England,  or  from  one  to  an* 
other  of  these  settlements ;  in  all  which 
cases,  my  LK>rds,  it  was  unlawful  for  the 
Spaniards  to  ffive  them  any  interruption, 
far  less  to  maixe  them  prizes.  The  other 
ships  which  were  taken  in  what  the  Spa* 
niards  call  their  latitude,  were  forced  into 
it  by  some  of  the  causes  specified  in  the 
first  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  in  the 
2Sdyear  of  king  Charies  %  and  therefore^ 
mj  Lords,  could  with  as  little  appeaisnce 
of  justice  be  confiscated.  But  there  is  oof 
circumstance  worthy  of  the  attention  of 
the  legislature,  and  which,  if  a^nitted  ts 
the  S|)aniard8  as  a  good  plea,  majr  go  ^ 
to  justify  the  excesses  ana  cruelties  th^ 
have  committed.  And  that,  my  Lords,  il 
a  pretence,; thjjittbeir  findug  on  bond  aa 
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English  ship  any  Spanish  silver^  nay  so 
much  as  one  piece^  gives  them  a  right  to 
confiscate  the  ship  wherein  it  shall  be 
foaod ;  and  that  they  have  the  same  right 
ofconfiscation,  if  any  goods  that  are  the 
staple  commodities  of  the  Spanish  settle- 
ments in  America  are  found  on  board  any 
veissel.  But,  my  Lords,  we  ought  to  be 
ver}^  cautious  how  we  admit  of  this  daim. 
We  are  to  consider,  that  it  is  next  to  im- 
possible, that  a  ship  trading  betwixt  two 
places,  that  have  aaily  and  hourly  inter- ^ 
course  with  the  Spanish  settlements,  can 
avoid  havine  on  board  some  Spanish  com- 
modity. There  is  no  master  of  a  vessel, 
he  his  caution  ever  so  great  with  respect 
to  himself,  who  can  answer  for  his  crew  ; 
and  by  these  means  there  b  no  master  of 
a  ship  trading  to  these  parts,  who  may  not 
he  rained  by  the  avarice,  or  perhaps  igno- 
rance, of  the  meanest  sailor  he  has  on  board. 
Beside8,'my  Lords,  the  daily  commerce  car- 
ried on  betwixt  the  Spanish  settlements  and 
oursin  America,intrGNlucesnotonly  Sptoish 
commodities  into  our  colonies,  but  even 
Spanish  gold  and  silver ;  it  veiy  often  hap- 
pens too,  that  the  governors  or  their  setde- 
mentssend  to  our  settlements  Spanishspecie 
in  order  to  purchase  provisions  and  other 
necessaries*  And,  my  Lords,  notwith- 
standing the  prohibition  contained  in  the 
eighth  article  of  the  treaty  last  mentioned, 
our  South  Sea  Company  have  the  liberty 
of  sending  an  annual  ship,  and  of  carrying 
on  a  hiwful  commerce  with  their  settle- 
ments ;  which  must  occasion  a  very  large 
circulation  of  their  commodities  and  spe- 
cie, both  in  our  own  plantations  and  here 
at  home. 

Hence  it  is  evident,  my  Lords,  that  it 
b  impossible,  or  next  to  impossible,'for  an 
English  ship  trading  in  these  parts  to  keep 
so  free  from  Spanish  commodities  or 
9ecieas  ( Aould  we  admit  diis  plea  of  the 
Spaniards  to  be  just)  not  to  be  liable  to 
confiscation.  But,  says  the  Spanish  court, 
your  ships  are  here  taken  in  latitudes 
which  do  not  lie  in  a  direct  line,  either 
hetwixt  Great  Britain  and  Ameqca,  or 
betwixt  any  one  of  your  settlements  m 
America  and  another.  My  Lords,  ad- 
mitting that  to  be  the  case,  we  still  justly 
contend,  that»  unless  they  can  prove  a 
righttothese  seas  exclusive  of  us,  they  can 
J^er  make  just  prize  of  such  ships*  For 
ss  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  the  contin- 
gendes  that  may  oblige  a  ship  to  de- 
|)an  from  her  direct  course,  so  it  is  unjust 
tp  make  her  departing  out  of:  that  course  a 
Ia\rful  cause  of  con&catioii :  ^  And  it  is 


equally  unjust  in  the  Spaniards  to  alledge, 
that  th^  are  the  only  judges  of  tiie  course 
which  a  ship  in  such  cases  is  to  hold,  and 
of  die  reasons  that  perhaps  may  oblige  her 
to  alter  it.  But,  my  Lords,  it  appears 
from  the  papers  upon  your  table,  that  most^ 
if  not  all  our  ships  that  have  been  seixed  by 
the  Spaniards,  were  actually  seized  in  the 
direct  courses,  either  betwixt  Great  Bri- 
tain and  our  own  plantations  in  America, 
or  from  some  one  of  our  own  plantations 
to  another.  The  treatment  of  the  sailor 
on  board  our  ships  thus  seized,  was  as  bar- 
barous and  inhuman,  as  the  pretences  for 
such  seizures  were  unjust  and  groundless. 
The  tedious  forms  of  proceeding  in  the 
Spanish  courts  of  jumcature,  rendered 
their  captivity  lone  and  dismal ;  their  want 
of  knowledjge  in  ue  language,  and  their 
being  deprived  at  once  of  all  their  papen^ 
took  from  them  the  means  of  making  aprope^ 
defence,  and  what  completed  their  miseiy 
was,  that  they  were  to  be  tried  by  a  judge 
who  had  an  evident  interest  in  determin- 
ing against  them.  And  though  at  lengdi 
they  were  acquitted,  they  must  be  stiQ 
considerable  losers  by  such  an  interruption 
of  their  commerce,  and  so  great  a  loss  of 
time.  There  is  another  thing,  mvLorda^ 
we  complain  of,  and  is  highly  worthy  your 
lordships'  consideration  ;  and  that  is,  the 
pretensions  of  the  Spaniards  to  seize  our 
ships  when  any  logwood  is  found  in  them* 
The  cutting  logwood  in  the  Bay  of  Cam- 
peachy,  is  a  right  which,  as  we  contend, 
we  possessed  when  the  treaty  made  in  the 
2Sdyear  of  king  Charles  2,  was  conclud- 
ed, and  consequently  one  Qf  the  rishta 
secured  to  us  in  the  seventh  article  in  uial 
treaty,  which  I  have  already  read  to  yoiir 
lordships.  Accordingly,  my  Lords,  twenty 
years  ago,  when  the  case  of  our  merchantf 
trading  to  America  was  laid  before  hit 
late  Majesty,  his  Majesty  was  pleased  t^ 
remit  this  particular  case,  and  many  other 
points,  to  the  consideration  of  the  lorda 
of  trade  and  plantations  ;  who  after  the 
fullest  information  they  could  get»  gave  it 
as  their  opinion  in  their  report,  *'  That 
the  said  American  treaty  (meaning  that 
concluded  in  the  23d  of  king  Cbartes  %) 
did  establish  a  right  in  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  to  the  Laguna  de  Terminos  ip 
the  province  of  Jucatan,  those  places  at 
that  time  of  the  treaty,  and  for  some  ^eaai 
before,  being  acttiaify  in  the  possession  jof 
the  British  subjects.'^  The  boardof  trader 
my  Lords,  seems  to  have,  had  the  fuller 
authority  for  what  they  have  repojtj^^ 
from  the  first  article  of  Uie*  trea^  of 
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commeree  concluded  at  Utrecbt ;  where, 
after  confirming  this  right,  we  read 
these  remarkable  words :  **  Without  pre- 
judice to  any  liberty  or  power  which  the 
subjects  of  Great  Britain  enjoyed,  either 
through  right,  sufferance,  or  ihdul^ence.*' 
So  that,  my  Lords,  without  entenng  into 
B  discussion  upon  what  our  right  of 
cutting  logwood  in  this  bay  of  Campeachy 
was  founded ;  if  it  can  be  proved,  as  at 
the  time  when  this  report  was  made,  it 
might  easily  have  been  done,  even  by  eye 
witnesses,  that  we  were  suffered  or  in- 
dulged in  cutting  logwood  there,  we  have 
thereby  acquired  a  right  to  the  continu- 
ation .  of  that  indulgence  or  sufferance. 
My  Lords,  this  part  of  the  difference  be- 
twixt Spain  and  us,  does  not  turn  so 
Tnuch  upon  the  right  of  navigation,  as 
upon  the  right  of  possession ;  but  it  is  a 
yery  valuable  possession  ;  for  as  logwood 
is  an  indispensable  material  in  many  of  the 
common  uses  of  life,  it  is  in  the  power  of 
^y  nation  who  has  the  sole  privilege  of 
cutting  it,  to  make  their  neighbours  pay 
for  it  what  price  they  please,  and  conse- 
quently to  impose  a  tax  upon  all  nations 
who  deal  in  that  commodity.  Hence,  my 
'Lords,  we  may  justly  conclude,  that  the 
Spaniards  confiscating  shi^  for  their 
having  logwood  on  board,  is  a  violation 
both  of  our  rights  of  possession,  and  of  our 
rights  of  navigation*  I  shall,  my  Lords, 
now  proceed  to  introduce  the  Sd  resolution 
^hicn  I  shall  lay  before  your  lordships, 
and  which  relates  to  the  methods  hitherto 
used  by  our  government  for  procuring  sa- 
^sfaction  for  the  depredations  made  upon 
our  merchmts,  and  for  preventing  the 
-like  for  the  future,  which  application^ 
Jiave  hitherto  proved  ineffectual. 

My  Lordsy  there  is  no  doubt  but  that 
the  trade  we  enjoy  with  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal (which  last  trade,  in  case  of  a  rupture 
'with  Spain,  must  be  greatly  interrupted) 
is  very  beneficiid  to  Great  Britain.  For 
which  reason  his  Majesty  has  omitted  no- 
thing that  lay  within  his  ro^al  endeavours 
to  procure  satisfaction  to  his  injured  sub- 
jects for  their  losses,  so  far  as  they  came  to 
liis  knowledge,  and  to  prevent  the  like  for 
the  future  :  and  this  by  the  most  proper 
^ineasures.  The  British  resident  at  tnat 
court,  as  appears  from  extracts  of  his  me- 
morials, which  lie  before  your  lordships, 
)>as  made  the  strongest  and  warmest  m- 
•fstmcea  for  obtaining  .the  desired  end,  but 
}ias  not  been  ^et  able  to  prevail.  The 
long  of  Spain  indeed  gave  orders,  that 
§fffn^  p£ih^  (hips  repUumed  ii»  the  memo- 
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rials  of  our  resident  at  his  court,  particu- 
larly the  ship  James,  should  be  restored. 
But  these  orders  have  either  been  entirely 
eluded,  by  the  Spanish  Governors  in 
America,'  or  obeyea  in  such  a  manner,  as 
that  a  restitution  made  to  the  su&rers  has 
scarce  indemnified  them,  either  for  the 
expences  they  have  been  at  in  their  sob'- 
citations,  or  for  their  loss  of  time,  or  far 
the  interruption  of  their  business.  But  as 
it  would  be  unjust  to  impute  this  delay  to 
the  want  of  inclination  in  the  king  of 
Spain  to  give  us  satisfaction,  our  sovereign, 
from  a  regard  to  the  interest  of  our  own 
merchants,  has  not  tliought  proper  as  yet 
to  take  any  measures  to  interrupt  the  good 
understanding  betwixt  the  two  crowns. 
Therefore,  my  Lords,  I  humbly  think  we 
cannot  give  a  greater  instance  of  our  duty 
to  his  Majesty,  as  well  as  of  our  concero 
for  his  injured,  subjects,  than  to  give  him 
the  strongest  and  most  sincere  assurances 
of  a  zealous  and  cheerful  concurrence  in  all 
such  measures  as  shall  become  necessaiy 
for  the  support  of  his  Majesty's  honour, 
die  preservation  of  our  navigation  and 
commerce,  and  the  common  good  of  this 
kingdom ;  And  therefore  I  humbly  mo?e 
that  we  may  come  to  the  following  resolu- 
tions ; 

L  "  Resolved,  That  the  subjects  of  the 
crowti  of  Great  Britain  have  a  dear  and 
undoubted  right  to  navigate  in  the  Ame- 
rican seas,  to  and  from  any  part  of  his 
Majesty's  dominions ;  and  for  carrying  oo 
such  trade  and  commerce  as  the^  are  just- 
ly entiUed  tp  in  America ;  and  fikewise  to 
carry  all  sorts  of  goods  and  merchaDdizes, 
or  eflects,  from  one  part  of  his  M<Mesty*s 
dominions  to  any  other  part  thereof;  and 
that  no  goods  being  so  carried  are,  by  any 
treaty  subsisting  between  the  crowns  of 
Great  Britain  and  Spain,  to  be  deemed  or 
taken  as  contraband  or  prohibited  goods. 

2,  **  That  it  appears  to  this  House,  that, 
as  well  before  as  since  the  execution  of  the 
treaty  of  Seville  on  the  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, divers  ships  and  vessels,  with  their 
cargoes  belonginj^  to  British  subjects,  have 
been  violently  seized  and  conmcated  by 
the  Spaniards,  upon  pretences  altogether 
unjust  and  groundless ;  and  that  many  of 
the  saOors  on  board  these  ships  have  been 
injuriously  and  barbarously  imprisoned 
and  ill-treated;  and  that  thereby  the  liber- 
ty of  navigation  and  commerce,  belonging 
to  his  Majesty's  subjects  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  by  vutue  of  the  treaties  tubsisj* 
ing  between  the  crowns  of  Great  Britam 
and  Spabi^  hath  been  UQwariantabl^  ^ 
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fringed  and  interrupted^  to  the  gre^  loss 
and  dama^  of  our  merchants,  and  in  di- 
rect violation  of  the  said  treaties. 

3.  «<  That  it  appears  to  this  House,  that 
frequent  ^plications  have  been  made,  on 
the  part  of  his  Majesty,  to  the  court  of 
Spain,  in  a  manner  the  most  agreeable  to 
the  treaties,  and  to  the  peace  and  friend- 
shin  subsisting  betwixt  the  two  crowns,  for 
rearessinethe  notorious  abuses  and  griev- 
ances before-mentioned,  and  preventing 
the  like  for  the  future,  and  for  obtaining 
adequate  satisfaction  to  his  injured  sub- 
jects; which,  in  the  event,  have  proved 
tntirely  fruitless  and  of  no  effect." 

The  Lord  Carteret  rose  and  said: 

My  Lords;  The  noble  lord  has  been 
pleased  to  give  the  House  a  very  accurate, 
and  I  believe  a  very  just,  detail  of  the 
treaties  up^m  which  our  right  to  a  free  na- 
vigation m  the  American  sea  is  founded. 
ffis  lordship  has  shewed  us  how  far  these 
rights  have  been  encroached  on,  and  what 
methods  have  been  used  by  his  Majesty 
for  procuring  redress ;  but,  my  Lords,  I 
mast  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  our  know- 
ing these  rights  is  to  no  purpose,  unless 
ve  fall  upon  a  speedy  and  an  effectual  way 
to  secure  them ;  and  I  humbly  conceive, 
our  agreeing  to  the  resolutions  presented 
to  the  House  by  the  noble  lord  can  never 
answer  that  end.  There  is  one  point  in 
dispute,  my  Lords,  betwixt  us  and  the 
Spaniards,  which,  if  adjusted,  must  either 
lea?e  us  in  the  quiet  and  uninterrupted 
exercise  of  navigation  and  commerce,  or 
must  leave  to  Spain  an  absolute  and  un- 
coQtroulable  sovereignty  of  these  seas. 
"fhe  Spanish  court  says,  *'  We  have  a 
"ght  to  search  your  ships;'*  but  "  No 
search"  are  the  words  that  echo  from  shore 
to  shore  of  this  island.  This,  my  Lords, 
u  what  we  ought  to  insist  upon ;  for  with- 
^t  this  concession,  all  other  concessions 
ifom  the  Spanish  court  are  to  no  pur- 
pose. 

The  treaty  conmionly  called  the  Ame- 
ncan  Treaty,  which  was  concluded  in  the 
^d  year  of  king  Charles  2,  was  a  treaty 
*^pa«te  from  the  treaty  concluded  three 
years  before ;  nor  is  there  one  word  of  it 
that  has  k  retrospect  to  that  treaty ;  and, 
^y  Lords,  the  confounding  these  two 
^ies  tc^ether  is  the  reason  why  the 
^ish  nunisters  and  ours  seem  to  be 
«Nly  in  the  dark,  with  regard  to  the 
*^'  in  Qoeation.  But,  my  Lords,  we 
^  only  look  into  the  eighth  Article  of 
w  treaty  which  the  noble  lord  has  been 


pleased  to  read,  and  we  shaD  find  that 
there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  contraband 
goods  betwixt  us  and  the  SpuiUtfds;  be* 
cause  there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  com* 
merce  carried  on  betwixt  our  subjects  and 
theirs,  and  consequently  there  cannot  be 
the  least  shadow  of  a  pretence  to  a  search 
on  that  account ;  and  when  that  pretence 
is  cut  off,  all  the  subject  of  difference  be* 
twixt  us  and  that  nation  is  done  away ;  for 
it  is  impossible  for  us  to  have  any  other 
difference.  My  Lords,  this  is  a  point  so 
plain,  that  it  is  to  me  amazing  that  our  mi- 
nisters at  the  Spanish  Court  should  omit 
it  in  their  memorials,  that  the  Spaniards 
themselves  should  overlook  it,  and  that  our 
merchants  in  the  manj  applications  they 
have  made,  to  the  Kmg,  to  the  pouncii» 
and  to  Parliament,  have  never  once  men- 
tioned it  By  the  first  of  the  two  treaties 
made  in  the  20th  and  23rd  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  2,  the  regulations  of  commerce 
betwixt  us  and  Spain,  being  principally 
intended  to  settle  the  trade  betwixt  Old 
Spain  and  England,  the  Spaniards  no  doubt 
have  a  right  to  search  any  ship  which  they 
find  upon  their  coasts,  and  which  they 
suspect  of  carrying  prohibited  goods,  be- 
cause every  nation  has  an  undoubted  right 
to  lay  what  prohibitions  they  please  upoa 
the  commodities  produced  by  their  own- 
country,  and  likewise  on  the  commoditiet. 
imported  to  their  own  country,  unless  by 
some  particular  stipulations  with  other 
nations  they  are  bound  up  from  making 
such  prohibition.  They  are  likewise  at 
liberty  to  prohibit  such  and  such  goods 
from  being  imported  or  exported  on  such 
and  such  bottoms.  But,  my  Lordft,  these 
prohibitions  of  particular  Commodities  al- 
ways pre-suppose  that  it  ib  lawful  for  this, 
or  any  other  nation,  to  trade  with  that 
nation  in  other  commodities.  For  thia 
reason,  my  Lords,  every  nation  has  an  un- 
doubted rig;ht  to  prevent  every  infringe- 
ment in  this  -reffulation  of  her  commerce, 
and  consequently  to  search  all  suspected 
ships  whom  she  shall  find  on  her  coasts. 
But,  my  Lords,  jvhen  two  nations  are  at 
peace  toeether,  and  amicably  agree  that 
they  shaB  have  no  trade,  no  intercourse, 
no  commerce  with  one  another,  to  sup- 
pose that  either  of  these  nations  hath  a 
right  to  search  the  ships  of  the  other,  is 
to  suppose  what  is  inconsistent  with  com* 
mon  sense.  For,  from  whence  have  yoo 
this  right  ?  From  any  particular  stipuUt- 
tion  betwixt  you  and  us  ?  No :  No^  such 
thing  can  be  pretended.  Does  it  arise 
from  a  suspiQpn  that  we  break  in  upon  the 
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)av^B  of  commerce  regulated  among  your- 
selves? Noy  that  would  be  absurd;  be- 
cause we  have  no  access  to  your  country, 
and  therefore  can  never  eitlier  import  or 
export  any  commodity  that  is  prohibited  by 
your  laws.  Again,  does  this  right  to  search 
our  ships  obtain  from  custom  or  sufferance? 
That  we  deny ;  nor  can  you  prove  that  you 
ever  enjoyed  any  such  privilege'  till  you 
usurped  it  of  late;  and  since  you  did  usurp 
It,  we  have  continually  complained.  At 
least,  my  Lords,  the  trading  part  of  our 
nation  has  complained  of  it  as  an  inno- 
vation and  an  encroachment  upon  the 
freedom  of  navigation  and  commerce :  and, 
my  Lords,  if  this  is  a  point  hitherto  unde- 
termined by  any  public  act  betwixt  the 
Spaniards  and  us,  this  is  the  proper  time 
for  settling  it ;  and  I  dare  say,  the  thing  is 
60  plain  and  so  reasonable  in  itself,  if  our 
minister  at  the  Spanish  Court  shall  repre- 
sent it  in  (he  light  in  which  I  have  already 
viewed  it,  the  Icing  of  Spain  will  be  of 
opinion  that  we  h^ve  fallen  upon  the  only 
and  the  true  method  of  preserving  a  good 
understanding  betwixt  the  two  Crowns. 
For,  give  me  leave  to  say  it,  our  insisting 
that  no  search,  upon  any -pretence  what- 
soever, be  made,  can  never  do  any  preju- 
dice to  the  interests  of  the  Spanish  Court, 
it  can  never  break  in  upon  tne  regulations 
of  their  commerce,  it  can  never  violate 
any  treaty  subsisting  between  them  and 
us,  because  we  still  allow  the  8th  Article, 
which  is  of  the  greatest  importance,  to  be 
in  full  force  ;  and  our  coming  to  a  Reso- 
lution on  this  head  is  only  saying,  in  other 
words :  ^*  We  do  not  pretend  to  disturb 
you  rthe  Spaniards)  in  putting  these  re- 
gulations in  force,  which  you  nave  a  right 
to  make  with  every  nation  with  whom  you 
trade :  therefore  we  are  willing  you  should 
^njoy  all  the  advantages  of  the  treaty  made 
in  the  19th  year  of  king  Charles  2,  we 
are  willing  you  shall  enjoy  the  advantages 
0f  the  treaty  concluded  three  years  afler ; 
we  are  willing  you  should  enjoy  a  com- 
^  merce  with  jour  own  settlements  in  Ame- 

S'ca,  exclusive  of  us  and  all  other  nations, 
ut  because  we  are' willing  you  should 
enjoy  all  these  advantages,  we  must  take 
care  that  they  are  not  used  to  our  detri- 
ment ;  we  must  take  care  that  the  trading 
part  of  our  subjects  be  secured  in  the  pri- 
vileges to  which  they  are  entitled  by  trea- 
ties ;  and  we  must  take  care  not  to  suffer 
60  material  a  point  to  remain  longer  unde- 
termined, especially  as  you  seem  to  claim, 
as  a  right,  what  is  founded  neither  upon 
common  reason,  the  laws  of  nations,  nor 
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the  partictilar  treaties  subsisting  between 
*  the  two  Crowns.''  But,  says  the  Court 
of  Spain,  Tfor,  my  Lords,  I  would  do| 
leave  one  snadow  of  an  objection  wbic^ 
they  could  raise,  unanswered,)  "  Hot; 
shall  we  prevent  your  carrying  on  a  clau 
destine  trade  with  our  settlements?  (S 
how  can  we  discover  when  such  a  trnd< 
is  carried  on  or  not,  but  by  searchiDj 
your  ships,  and  satisfying  ourselves  if  an^ 
of  our  commodities  are  on  boards 
"  Yes,"  answer  we,  "  You  may ;  mu 
them  in  your  harbour^,  seize  them  in  youj 
ports ;  seize  them  in  your  towns  and  coun* 
tries  where  they  trade ;  if  you  seize  theri 
there,  the  grounds  of  your  coofiscationan 
good  :  for  their  very  being  there,  unlesi 
for  the  reasons  mentioned  in  the  10th  Ari 
tide,  though  they  did  not  trade  to  th^ 
value  of  one  shilling,  makes  their  ships  and 
cargoes  your  lawful  prize.  Our  Cro«i 
never  pretended  to  protect  smugglers, 
and  by  agreeing  to  the  8th  Article  of  thu 
treaty,  it  in  eSect  impowers  you  to  dd 
yourselves  justice  upon  all  who  violate  it{ 
But  we  never  can  pretend  to  account  foi 
what  our  private  subjects  may  do  to  yoiu 
prejudice ;  it  is  your  aHair  to  look  to  that; 
oply  take  care  of  it  at  a  proper  time,  in  a 
proper  way,  and  in  a  proper  place;  and  U 
not  make  the  innocent  suffer  for  the  guiltjl 
do  not,  because,  perhaps,  you  yoursehd 
have  suffered  by  the  practice  of  a  fe« 
smugglers  of  our  nation,  make  the  fair 
trader  liable  for  these  practices,  nor  usurp 
a  sovereignty  of  these  seas  exclusive  d 
us,"  Thus,  my  Lords,  we  answer  all  the 
objections  which  tlie  Spaniards  can  nuke 
on  this  head,  and  yet  grant  them  all  thft 
can  have  the  least  shadow  to  claim,  either 
by  the  law  of  nations  or  particular  treaties. 
Let  us  therefore,  niy  Lords,  make  such  i 
resolution,  let  the  Spaniards  see  that  re 
intend  to  do  both  them  and  ourselves  jus- 
tice ;  and  in  that  case,  my  Lords,  1  dare 
answer  for  it,  we  shall  have  no  occasion 
for  entering  into  a  war :  we  shall  have  da 
occasion  for  prolonging  or  multipIvlBg 
treaties ;  we  shall  have  no  occasion  to  put 
the  nation  to  the  expence  of  sending  otl^ 
commissioners  for  regulating  our  afeirs  ot 
commerce  ;  but  if  we  do  not  cogae  to  such 
a  resolution,  we  may,  indeed,  puzzle  out 
a  war ;  yet  when  that  war  is  over,  and 
when  we  have  run  two  or  three  roilliow 
more  into  debt,  unless  we  make  this  the 
main  point,  we'shall  find  ourselves  as  ^ 
from  our  purpose  as  ever.  .  , 

My  Lords,  the  American  treatv  is  a 
treaty  whiich  we'dfa'nOt  grant'to  Uk? 
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Spaniards,  but  after  many  solicltatioDSy 
ind  for  vexy  raluSble  considerations ;  it 
ras  granted,  my  Lords,  in  discbarge  of 
:vo  millioDS  of  just  debt,  at  that  time 
lue  by  the  crown  of  England  to  that  of 
Spain ;  and  I  could  heartily  wish  that  we 
:ould  defray  two  millions  of  our  national 
iebt  at  present  by  granting  such  another 
;rea^.  It  was  looked  upon  at  that.tiwef 
ny  Lords,  by  the  Spaniards,  as  the  only 
neans  of  securing  to  themselves  the  valua^ 
)le  advantages  uey -reap  from  their  pos- 
€ssions  in  America.  -  Tney  were  there- 
bre  very  well  pleased,  and,  I  believe  very 
hankful  for  the  concessions  we  had  made ; 
lor  do  we  find  one  instance,  my  Lords, 
luring  the  reigns  of  king  Charles  2,  king 
ames  2,  king  William  3,  or  queen  Anne, 
f  any  one  ship  being  seized  on  these  seas 
0  pretence  of  having  prohibited  goods  on 
oord  in  time  of  peace.  So  thai,  my  Lords, 
his  claim  of  the  Spaniards  is  of  a  very 
ate  date,  and  very  probably  trumped  up 
0  serve  the  interests  of  the  owners  of  the 
^arda  costas,  who  may  have  imposed 
«  the  court  of  Spain  by  misreprescnta- 
ioDs  of  facts.  For,  give  me  leave  to  ob- 
crve,  mv  Lords,  that  these  guarda  costas 
b  not  bdong  immediately  to  the  crown 
tf  Spain.  No ;  sometimes  they  are  fitted 
nt  by  the  merchants  of  Spain,  sometimes 
*y  tne  Spanish  inhabitants  of  America, 
•ad  soraeUmes  by  the  governors  of  their 
ettlements  there.  Such  a  variety  of  in- 
erestscombining  to  support  them,  it  is 
10  wonder,  my  Lords,  if  they  have  a 
trong  interest  at  the  Spanish  court,  whose 
lunisters  may  be  misled  either  by  interest 
*r  ignorance  to  protect  them.  But  if  we 
howd  put  it  fairly  to  them :  **  Are  you 
ttolyed  to  search  every  ship  you  meet 
nth  in  these  seas  ?  Are  you  resolved  to 
'^^nfiscate  every  ship  which  shall  have  on 
•oard  any  ofy  our  specie  or  commodities  ?" 
f  they  shall  answer,  No ;  Uie  matter  is  so 
^  adjusted  betwixt  us.  But  then,  my 
^rda,  it  may  be  proper  to  add  (and  it  is, 
0  be  sure,  a  natural  consequence  of  this 
solution)  "  If  you  can  claim  no  just 
Jght,  if  it  is  founded  neither  upon  trea- 
les,  nor  allowed  by  practice,  and  if  it  was 
lot  the  intention  of  tne  contracting  powers 
^hen  this  treaty  was  made,  that  such  a 
igjit  should  be  inferred  from  any  of  its 
nicies;  by  what  authority,  pray,  have 
rou  exercised  it  so  long?  How  are  our 
lubjects  to  be  indemnified  for  the  many 
^predations  and  violences  they  hava 
'™fed  ?  Or  how  is  the  law  of  nations  to 
^  satisfied  for  the^  proceedings  ?  If  they 
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were  not  authorized  by  your  courts  it  musi 
give  the  offender  up  to  justice,  .and  our 
merchants  must  be  mdenmified  out  of  the 
effects  of  the  delinquents.  Biit  if  youcan-* 
not  deny  that  they  were  protected  by  youv 
court,  it  becomes  a  national  concern,  andi 
your  crown  must  indemnify  us,,  let  it  seek 
Its  relief  elsewhere.'*  This,  my  Lords,  is 
the '  common  way  of  reasoning  amoagBt 
men  in  matters  of  private  property;  { 
think  it  has  always  been  a  just  way  of  rea^ 
soning,  and  I  hope  that  it  never  will  hm 
neglected  by  princes  in  matters  of  publio 
concern. 

If  the  Spaniards,  my  Lords,  should  in^ 
sist  upon  a  right  of  searching  all  ships  in 
eeneral ;  if,  contrary  to  our  expectations, 
they  should  pay  no  reeard  to  the  law  o£ 
nations  or  their  own  faith,  yet  still  we  shall 
gain  this  advantage,  that  we  shall  make  it 
the  common  cause  of  all  the  nations  ia 
Europe  who  are  possessed  of  one  foot  of 
ground  in  America.  When  France  sees 
Uiem  make  such  a  wild  and  unwarrantable 
claim,  she  will  think  it  time  for  her  to 
strike  in ;  she  will  think  that  what  is  the 
case  of  Britain  to-day,  may  be  that  of 
France  to-morrow.  The  French,  my 
Lords,  as  a  people  who  subsist  by  trade, 
and  who  have  reason  to  be  jealous  of  every 
innovation  that  is  introduced  in  it,.wiU 
consider  our  cause  as  their  own,  and 
will  look  upon  the  success  of  this  affiur  as 
what  may  one  day  determine  the  fiite  o£' 
their  own  commerce,  both  to  their  wei^m 
and  eastern  settlements.  For,  my  Lords^ 
give  me  leave  to  observe,  that  this  it  a 

Eoint  that  does  not  affect  this  particular 
ranch  of  trade  only,  but  it  affects  all  the. 
trade  which  is  earned  on  betwixt  any  nap 
tion  in  Europe  and  their  foreign  settle* 
ments.  For  mstance,  my  Lords,  if  we  are 
more  powerful  in  the  East  Indies  than  the* 
Dutch,  or  the  French,  or  any  other  Evbm 
ropean  people  who  have  settlements  there^ 
have  we  not  as  pood  a  reason  to  insist  upon, 
a  search  of  their  ships,  lest  they  should, 
carry  on  a  prohibited  trade  witli  our  fac^. 
tones  there }  Have  we  not  as  good  a  right 
to  make  ourselves  judges  what  courses 
their  ships  shall  hold  on  these  seas  >  Have 
we  not  as  good  a  right  to  confiscate  their 
ships  and  cargoes,  as  the  Spaniards  have' 
to  treat  us  in  the  same  manner  in  Ame- 
rica ?  My  Lords,  I  should  be  glad  to  hear 
any  argument  that  could  be  advanced 
against  such  a  practice  in  one  part  of  the 
world,  that  does  not  hold  equally  good  in 
anotherpart.  But,  mj  Lords, let  us  suppose 
that  no  such  claim  is  rnnde  hjahy  other. 
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natioii,  m  t&y  other  place  m  the  world, 
but  by  the  Spaniards  in  America,  what 
must  the  consequence  of  this  demand  of 
theirs  be,  with  regard  to  the  trade  carried 
en  there  by  other  nations  of  Europe  ?  We 
all  know  that  the  consumption  of  every  peo- 
ple must  be  supplied,  either  by  the  product 
and  roanu&etures  of  their  own  country, 
or  by  the  commodities  which  they  pur- 
chase from  their  neighbours.  But,  my 
Lords,  when  any  of  their  neighbours  are 
possened  of  a  commodity,  which  they 
think  they  could  not  be  possessed  of  other- 
wise than  b^  an  illicit  trade  with  their 
settlements,  is  that  a  just  reason  for  search- 
ing, and  arbitrarily  confiscating  that 
neighbour's  ship  ?  My  Lords,  this  would 
set  all  the  nations  of  £urope  by  the  ears 
with  one  another.  For  no  doubt  the 
Dutch,  the  French,  the  Spaniards  them- 
srives  living  in  America,  are  obliged  to 
trade  with  one  another  there  to  supj^ly 
themselves  with  the  common  necessaries 
of  life ;  and  it  is  a  certain  fact,  that  there 
is  nothing  more  ordinary  than  for  iJie 
Spanish  governors  in  America  to  (jermit, 
to  protect,  and  to  pay  British  ships  for 
importing  into  their  settlements  those 
commodities  that  enter  into  the  common 
necessaries  of  life,  without  which  their 
inhabitants  must  starve.  For  such,  is 
the  genius  of  the  Spaniards  in  America, 
so  much  are  they  over-run  with  luxury, 
ease  and  pride,  supported  by  a  great  af- 
fluence or  money,  that  they  cannot  apply 
themselves  to  the  ordinary  arts  of  life,  as 
other  people  do,  and  for  that  reason  they 
must  purchase  conveniencies  and  neces- 
saries with  money,  or  the^  must  want 
^em.  So  that,  my  Lords,  m  effect,  lliis 
prohibition  of  trade,  if  strictly  and  literally 
enforced,  must  either  prove  the  ruin  of 
the  inhabitants  in  these  settlements,  or 
produce  a  general  revolt  against  the 
prince,  who  can  be  the  only  gainer  by  it ; 
as  it  tends  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
specie  into  Europe  any  other  way  than  by 
his  register-ships,  and  consequently  se- 
cures to  him  an  indulto  of  11  or  12  per 
cent,  for  all  the  specie  thus  imported. 
Were  Uiis  claim  of  a  right  to  search  in  the 
open  seas,  as  asserted  b^  Spain,  allowed 
iy  other  nations  to  be  just,  I  should  be 
gkd  to  know  by  what  means  the  Dutch 
could  import  one  erain  of  sugar  from 
America  to  Holland.  A  ship  sails  from 
their  island  of  St.  Eustache;  a  French 
Marda  costa  attacks  and  boards  her; 
From  whence  did  you  sail  ?  From  St.  Eus- 
tache.   Whither  are  you  bound }  To  Hoi- 
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land.  With  what  are  you  loaded  ?  Sugar, 
But,  says  the  Frenchman,  **  St  Eustade 
does  not  produce  one  hogshead  of  sugai 
for  its  own  use ;  far  less  is  itabletoexporl 
any :  you  must  therefore  have  had  it  fron 
Martinico,  one  of  our  islands.  You  an 
therefore  concerned  in  an  iUicit  trade,  aiKJ 
as  such  we  seize  and  confiscate  your  ship/ 
This  way  of  reasoning,  my  Lords,  is  jus4 
as  good  in  the  mouth  of  a  Frenchman  u 
a  Dutchman,  as  in  that  of  a  Spaniard  t^ 
an  Englishman.  Does  not  every  man, 
who  has  the  least  concern  in  commerce 
know  what  vast  quantities  of  Spanish  goU 
and  silver  there  are  in  England  ?  and  if  i 
roaster  of  a  vessel,  or  a  passenger,  or  i 
merchant,  or  a  sailor,  should  by  chana 
carry  from  England  one  sin^e  piece  oi 
that  specie,  if  we  allow  this  claim  of  the 
Spaniards  to  be  good,  he  himself,  his  crew, 
his  ship  and  his  cargo,  may  be  lawfull; 
seized,  the  one  to  be  confiscated,  snd  th« 
other  imprisoned,  though  not  one  persoo 
on  board  had  ever  set  his  foot  on  Ameri^ 
can  ground,  or  had  ever  been  within  si^t 
of  its  shores. 

The  same  thine,  my  Lords,  may  be  said 
with  regard  to  ships  trading  fi-om  one  d 
our  own  colonies  to  another.  A  ship  saOs 
from  England  to  New  York,  she  disposes 
of  her  cargo  there  in  a  fiur  way  of  trade^ 
and  receives  payment  for  a  mat  part  of  it 
in  Spanish  money :  from  New  York  sbi 
coasts  alone  souUiward  to  PensilvaniSt 
Virginia  and  Carolina,  all  the  way  odIj 
touching  at  our  own  settlements:  whj, 
my  Lords,  it  is  possible,  before  she  comet 
the  length  of  Jamaica,  that  most,  nay  aO 
her  cargo,  may  be  made  up  of  Spani^ 
mone^  or  commodities,  and  yet  sheallthif 
time  in  a  fiur  and  lawfiil  trade;  and  to 
make  such  a  ship  confiscable,  I  humblj 
conceive  would  be  the  ruin  of  our  navigS' 
tion  and  commerce  in  these  seas. 

There  is,  my  Lords,  a  very  remarkable, 
and  I  think  a  very  shuffling  expression  a 
the  memorial  dehvered  by  the  Spanish  mi- 
nister to  our  envoy  at  that  court:  **  The 
British  ships,"  says  he,  **  are  subject  to 
confiscation,  if  it  ^pean  that  they  baf< 
designedly  changed  their  course  to  vask 
any  of  the  Spanish  coasts."  My  Lords, 
this  expression  betrays  a  downright  igno- 
rance of  commerce  and  marithne  ami's, 
and  is  a  proof  of  what  I  have  adtanccd  be- 
fore, that  the  Spanish  miniistera  are  grossly 
imposed  upon  themselves,  or  it  pro^^ 
that  they  want  to  impose  upon  itf*  ^^ 
almost  in  the  same  sentence,  this  very  du- 
nister  allows  that  we  have  a  i%ht  lo  »■ 
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from  anj  one  of  our  own  settlements  to 
another:  now  every  common  tar  can  tell 
that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  do  that,  with- 
out being  obliged  to  make  the  Spanish 
coasts,  and  to  come  within  sight  ot  their 
land,  be  the  caution  of  the  master  of  the 
ship  never  so  great.  In  sailing  from  New 
England,  don't  we  take  the  windward  pas« 
sage  P  thereby  we  have  the  Spanish  island 
of  Cuba  in  sight  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
French  part  of  the  island  of  Hispaniola  on 
the  other.  .In  sailing  from  Baroadoes  to 
Jamaica,  if  we  sail  in  a  direct  line,  we  are 
obliged  to  make  the  coasts  of  the  Spanish 
part  of  the  same  island ;  and  in  sailing  from 
Jamaica  to  any  of  our  northern  colonies  in 
America,  we  shall  be  obliged  to  sul  cither 
upon  their  coasts,  or  in  what  they  call  their 
latitude,  for  a  great  part  of  the  voyage. 
Besides,  my  Lords,  those  who  are  ac- 
qaainted.in  those  affiiirs  tell  us,  that  the 
savigation  on  these  seas  is  so  uncertain, 
that  it  is  impossible  for  the  most  expert 
tailor  that  ever  was,,  to  be  sure  of  his  course 
without  making  land:  because,  before 
ther  see  land,  they  do  not  know  what  tides 
and  what  winds  they  are  to  meet  with«  In 
certain  latitudes,  my  Lords,  the  tides  are 
10  strong  that,  notwithstanding  all  the 
chip's  crew  can  do,  their  ship  is  home  by 
its  idolence  within  sight  or  land  di  the 
Spanish  coasts;  nay,  close  to  their  very 
shores.  How  baroarous  therefore,  my 
Lords,  would  it  be  in  the  Spaniards  to  seize 
and  confiscate  a  ship  in  such  circumstances ! 
and  how  weak  would  it  be  in  us  to  allow 
them  any  such  right !  yet,  my  Lords,  un- 
lesg  we  obtain  the  concessibn  from  them 
of  *<  no  search,  be  the  grounds  and  pre- 
tensions what  they  will,"  we,  in  effect, 
give  them  such  a  right :  because  if  we  ad- 
nut  of  one  exception,  of  one  restriction  on 
their  parts,  there  is  not  a  ship  of  ours  that  ; 
trades  lawfully  on  these  seas,  but  what  ' 
must  necessarily  fall  within  such  excep- 
tions, and  under  such  restrictions,  as  will 
make  her  a  lawful  prize.  Besides,  my 
Lords,  an  absolute  concession  of  this  point 
Irom  the  Spaniards  takes  away  chicane,  it 
takes  away  all  altercations,  it  takes  away 
all  grouncis  of  dispute  betwixt  us  and  them, 
abotitlatitudejpossessions,prohibitedgoods, 
andallthat.  Tnereby,  my  Lords, we  do  jus- 
tice to  them,  we  do  justice  to  ourselves,  we 
leavethemin  full  possession  of  all  the  advan- 
tages to  which  they  are  entitled  by  treaty; 
ve  leave  them  in  possession  of  the  exdu- 
"▼e  right  of  trading  to  their  own  settle- 
iiientg,  so  far  as  it  is  consistent  with  the 
treaty  for  Negroes ;  we  do  not  deny  their 
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right  to  seize  our  ships  whenever  found 
trading  in  their  ports  and  harbours ;  and 
this,  my  Lords,  is  all  that  we  can  pru- 
dently grant,  or  they  justly  demand. 

My  Lords,  I  have  waved  touching  on 
the  right  we  have  to  cut  logwood  in  the 
bay  of  Campeachy,  and  other  claims  we 
have  on  the  continent  of  America;  because 
our  asserting  these  claims  to  be  just,  and 
entering  into  a  discussion  of  our  rights,  is 
not  the  business  now  before  us.  I  shall 
only  observe,  that  if  these  rights  are  well 
founded  (as  I  believe  no  Englishman  nor 
Spaniard  either,  will  deny  they  are)  the 
reasons  I  have  already  advanced  agtiinst 
the  pretences  of  Spain,  will  hold  much 
stronger  with  regara  to  ships  sailing  from 
any  one  of  our  colonies  to  these  places, 
than  with  regard  to  ships  sailing  from  any 
one  of  our  own  colonies  to  another :  be- 
cause these  places  lie  in  the  very  heart  of 
the  Spanish  settlements,  and  in  the  very 
bosom  of  the  bay  of  Mexico ;  and  unless 
we  come  to  the  resolution  I  have  insisted 
on,  it  would  be  much  better  for  us  to  give 
them  up,  than  to  keep  them. 
'  I  shdl  trouble  your  lordships  no  farther ; 
onlv,  I  shall  observe,  that  wnat  I  propose 
is  the  most  likely  way  to  prevent  the  en- 
croachments of  the  Spaniards,  not  only 
upon  lis,  but  upon  other  nations  of  Eu- 
rope. There  is  not  a  Dutch  skipper  who 
will  not  tell  us,  that  *  No  searcn'  is  the 
only  remedy  to  be  applied  in  this  case ; 
*  IsTo  search,'  my  Loros,  is  a  cry  that  runs 
from  the  sailor  to  the  merchant,  from  the 
merchant  to  the  Parliament,  and  from  Par- 
liament, mv  Lords,  it  ought  to  reach  tha 
throne.  Wherefore,  my  Lords,  I  humbly 
move  that  the  following  words  may  b(& 
added  to  the  noble  lord's  first  resolution : 
'*  And  that  the  searching  of  such  sh^s  on 
the  open  seas,  under  pretence  of  their 
carrying  contraband  or  prohibited  goods, 
is  a  violation  and  infraction  of  the  law  of 
nations,  and  of  the  treaties  subsisting  be-, 
twixt  the  two  crowns." 

The  Lord  Chancellor  sitting  at  soma 
distance  from  the  lord  Carteret,  thought 
the  latter  liad  moved  that  the  words  of  Uie 
Amendment  should  be  inserted,  instead  of 
the  latter  part  of  the  Resolution  proposed 
by  the  earl  of  Cholmondley,  viz.  **  and 
that  no  goods  so  carried  are,  by  anv  trea* 
tv  subsisting  between  the  crowns  of  Great 
Britain,  and  Spain,  to  be  deemed  or 
taken  as  contraband  or  prohibited  goods." 
Upon  which  he  arose  and  said,'he  woa^ 
that  if  they  substituted  the  latter  words  in 
place  of  the  former,  they  should  osake  a 
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very  bikl  exchange ;  becMtse  it  would  look 
as  if  they  designed  to  impose  arbitrary 
terms  upon  the  Spaoiards  without  assign- 
ing any  reason :  '^  that  their  resolving  £at 
.no  goods  carried  to  fokd  from  any  part  of 
his  Mc^esty's  d(mtinioD8>"  sufficiently  im- 
pliedy  that  the  Spaniards  had  no  rigiit  to 
search  our  ships,  and  therefore  was  a  much 
.more  proper  resolution  for  them  to  come 
tOy  than  if  they  should  admit  of  the  noble 
lord's  Amendment.^  whidi  would  seem  to 
imply,  that,  though  they  did  carry  on  m 
iHlcit  trade,  yet  »  search  was  snknrfiaL 

'    The  Lord  Carteret : 

My  Lords;  It  was  never  m  i&ienlioB 
that  any  part  of  the  Reaohitionlaid  before 
this  House,  by  the  noble  lord  who  8p<^ 
first,  shoudd  be  omitted ;  but  I  am  o/opik 
nion^  that  the  addition  I  vropose  tt.a  ne^ 
ceasary  Amendment  to  toat  Res^attoo^ 
and  that  it  is  becoming  the  dignity  and 
authority  of  this  House  to  dedare,  m  the 
most  expren  terms,  not  oaiy  the  rights 
which  we  ourseWes  have,  but  ttkewiae 
what  rights  the  Spaniards  have  iisarped ; 
and  to  shew  them,  that,  howewr  titty  have 
•itber  desfgnedly  or  igDacaul^  mistalna 
the  sense  cS  the  treaties  subsiBtaig  betwixt 
us,  yet  we  are  resblred  to  assert  our  juit 
daims,  and  net  to  leave  them  the  least 
shadow  or  pretence  to  a  seurch  for  the 
future. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said : 

My  Lords;  I  am  as  sensible  of  the 
many  insults  and  injuries  we  have  received 
from  the  Spaniards,  and  should  be  as  will<- 
kig  to  come  into  those  measures  that  may 
be  proper  to  bring  them  to  a  sense  of  the 
wrongs  they  have  done  us,  as  an^  lord  in 
this  House*  But,  ray  Lords,  I  think  if  wte 
come  to  a  resolution  on  that  head,  it  ought 
to  be  a  resolution  rather  in  general  than 
in  particular  terms ;  it  ouglit  to  be  a  reso- 
lution that  we  can  have  no  reason  after* 
wards  to  depart  from,  and  it  ought  to  be  a 
resolution  our  adherence  to  which  can  ne- 
arer afterwards  embroil  u»  with  any  of  our 
neighbours.  The  Amendment  which  the 
noble  lord  has  offered,  though  I  extremely 
approve  of  his  lordship's  zeal,  may,  I  ion 
afraid,  be  attended  with  some  of  these  in- 
conveniencies ;  because  I  humblv  conceive 
that  there  are  certain  cases  wherein  any 
nation,  though  at  peace  with  another,  may, 
by  the  law  of  nations,  enter  and  search  the 
snips  of  the  other ;  nor  can  the  nation  to 
which  the  ship  so  searched  belongs,  deem 
audi  a  search  a  yiolatioa  either  of  the  law 


of  mitioM,  or  oi  particular  treaties  ia 
force. — I  think,  my  Lords,  it  never  w» 
diluted,  but  that,  by  the  law  of  nation^ 
the  sliips  of  one  people  at  peace  widtaB*- 
ther  mi^t  be  searched,  ia  case  thsnMlier 
people  was  carrymg  arms  or  provisioDs  dT 
war  to  a  nation  then  at  war  with  that  otiier 
nation.  *  Kow,  my  Lords,  I  ama&nd  that 
our  dedaring  the  searching  of  ail  abna 
bdonging  to  Great  Britain,  to  be  aa  a* 
fraction  and  vidatioii  of  the  treaty  mihaiwti 
iag  bctwiaU  the  Spaniards  and  us,  will  bt 
verjr  justly  looioeQ  wmb  by  diecaoitdf 
Spaia^  as  ptedudiDK  tLsnt  of  the  rights  tf 
a  sean^  ia  wbidi  wey  are  entitled  by  the 
kw  (xf  natioitf,.  and  may  ptodoce  a.  aiir 
ttBder8laBdai|[  betwixt  m,.  which  we  wenU 
aHhearlily  woh-  to  aoroiiiy  andcooldnir 
ba  attended  wkb  very  faoBoarafale  OBcma* ' 
stanoea  on  oar  part:  however,  my  Lorii^ 
I  am  very  far  from  propoek^  any  uung  thU 
couU  in  the  leastdMRf^  th«t  beooviag  an. 
dear,  whiditlie  natmn  in  general  hat  sbeia' 
ed  upon  thia  accanoit^to  asaert  ber  r]^a%< 
and   to   revenge  hsr  injucio^     Nay,  % 
sboold  rather  dmse  to  err  on  tiwoite 
aide;  and  if  yonrkirdihiaB  dnH  think  th«| 
the  resolnlioD  as  amcndad  by  the  nofalft 
lord  who  i^ke  Isat,  it  moat  proper  to  itf» 
tain  the  desired  ends  of  satiafoction  ftr 
past^  and  security  from  fvture  injories^  I 
aBi4Bure,  I  flhaU  be  finr  from  objecting H 
Ibe  noble  loid^9  Amendment ;    alltfait  I 
suggest  is,,  that  if  there  are  two  methods  k 
wmch  we  can  fonn  our  resohilioD,  belk 
edfectaid,  and  equally  answering  die  grat 
purpose   of  our  meeting,  we   onght  is 
chuse  that  method  whidi   is  aob^ect  t» 
fewest  inconveniendes  aad  ob)ectioas. 

Xl^e  Lord  Carteret  said : 

My  Lords ;  I  ^ould  be  sorry  if  da 
Amendment  I  have  proposed  ^oold  be 
attended  with  tiie  inconveniencies  and  ooa- 
sequences  which  the  noble  lord  who  s|)ob 
last  seems  to  s^prehend,  and  I  am  obligei 
to  the  noble  lord,  for  giving  me  this  op- 
portunity to  shew  the  House,  that  if  tn 
mconvenience  his  lordship  has  suggested  it 
the  only  one  with  which  the  propoiei 
Amendment  can  be  attended,  it  is  nut 
liable  to  any  objection.  The  noble  loidii 
apprehensive  that  the  resolution,  as  amend- 
ed, seems  to  take  away  from  the  Spaniinb 
some  of  those  rights  to  which  they  are  en* 
titled  by  the  law  of  naticms.  And  let  me 
add,  my  Lords,  that  if  his  lordship's  i^ipte- 
hensions  are  just,  it  takes  from,  tfaeai  die 
privileges  to  which  ihqr  are  eatitied  bf 
particmar  tveaties.    BotyUy  Lonii,ifilM 
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loblBlttrdfaid  been  nlesBed  to  coiwider  the 
rordfi  of  the  Amenament  a  little  more  at- 
•nthrely^he  must  have  found  that  tbe  ia- 
wdjan  and  viaiation  were  to  be  commit- 
sd  I7  searching  fiuoh  ships ;  What  ships  ? 
Whyt  my  Lorda,  the  ships  that  are  navi- 
lltiDg  in  the  American  ^eas,  and  carrying 
nacooMneroetoandfTom  any  part  oi^hw 
iMBty'a  dominions.  KoWy  ray  Lords, 
adi  sUpe  can  aever  have  any  centraband 
jDods  en  beard,  unless  we  are  «t  war  with 
he^aniarck;  and  in  that  case, mv  Lords, 
h^  wOl  seise  them,  whatever  be  iheir 
aqpo.  Contraband  goods,  my  Lords,  are 
■It  to  he  understood  of  previsions  ef  war 
Mams,  that  are  carried  fW»ai  onenalaea 
•  another,  who  is  at  war  with  the  nation 
bat  intercepts  the  ahip  having  such  goods 
m  board.  Therefore,  my  Leras,  the  reao- 
Btioncan  never  afiectsiKsh  a  case^  because 
heworda  of  the  Amendasent  ^aly  extend 
IS  these  ships,  which  are  tradii^  to  er  fimn 
ihM^festy^s  dominions.  Bal,  aij^  Lerda, 
tiete  is  not  an  eicfression  inihe  whale  «e- 
nhitien,  as  it  stands  amended,  which  can 
tvfly,  that,  in  case  one  of  our  ships  ahooid 
flailing  to  ^r  fiom  any  part*«  the  dsN. 
aaaioBS  of  France,  to  or  from  any  part  ef 
Ae  Dutch  dominions,  to  or  from  any  part 
if  the  Danish  daminions,  the  Spaniards 
liBve  no  ri^t  to  search  such  a  riup  irhcn 
Ae  oomesm  their  wapr,  while  any  ef  these 
aatioBS  are  «t  war  wAh  Spain.  No,  my 
kids,aiir«gveMig  to  the  proposed  Aatend- 
aMBt  can  aever  a&ct  any  of  these  cases, 
tad  therefore  preserves  to  the  SpaniMds 
ill  the  Eights  to  which  they  Bxe  entitled  by 
the  law  of  nations,  and  the  treaties  subsist- 
inabetwixt  the  two  crowns. 

The  question  gobg  to  be  put.  If  the 
vfaole  first  reitolution,  as  it  stood  amended, 
•houid  be  agreed  to, 

The  Earl  of  Chohnondeley  spoke  to  the 
ioDowing  effect : 


My  Lords;  As  the  neUe  lord  seems  to 
diii^  that  the  Amendment  he  has  pro- 
{NaedwiU  be  a  very  great  improvemei^ 
upsnthe  first  resdution,  which  I  had  the 
hoaour  to  hy  before  the  House;  and  as  I 
im  of  opmien  that  it  can  do  it  no  harm,  I 
iB,  ia  the  main,  very  willins  to  concur 
*ith  the  reaolotion  as  amended  by  the 
Mhk  lord.  But,  I  hope  I  may  l>e  par- 
fioaed,  if  I  object  against  one  expression 
hk  the  Amendment;  the  expression,  my 
l^Kfm,  isy  that  the  searching  our  ships  *^  is 
««UD9tdie  law  of  nations.''  The  noble 
locdhiaiielf,  I  think,  seemed  to  admit  that 
AegoBdacoatas,  whomwe  ao  much  and 


with  so  geeat  reason  ooqpUun  ef,«ad  who 
were  ti^  authors  of  all  tiie  iasttto  conmitr 
ted  upon  our  navigation  there,  are  net 
ships  beloagiuK  to  the  croim  of  Spain. 
Therefore,  my  Lords,  the  violences  they 
commit  must  not  be  inmuted  to  hk  Catb<>- 
lic  Majesty;  and  it  womd  be  a  very  e«cep- 
tiooable  way  for  us  to  express  oucselvaa, 
should  we  say  that  the  actions  of  a  finr 
private   men,  who  aitt  no  better  than 

Sirates,  can  viohile  the  ^Ibiw  of  aatiaBi. 
f,  indeed,  they  acted  bv  eiders  from  the 
court  of  Spain,  or  if  4!he  Spanidh  cemt 
^<mld  say  expiesslj^  that  she  wiM  pcoted 
and  eaooamge  them  in  seardiing  ourahipa, 
who  are  in  a  fiar  trade  betwixt  one  paitef 
his  Bntanaic  Msjeetv's  doasinioaa  aadaaMH 
ther,  that  court  woiud  then  indate  the  law 
ef  nations,  becanse  she  would  give  her 
aaaction  to  a  a  practice  that  must  be  un- 
just, even  though  no  treaty  of  eamaseroa 
«ttbaisfte4  betwixt  Spsin  andOieat  Britain. 
Bnt,aiy  Lords,  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
no  onvate  difietenoes  betwixt  the  aubjeds 
of  tiM  two  crowns,  on  these  or  any  other 
aeas,  are  to  be  deemed  a  sufficient  ground 
even  to  make  leprisak,  until  the  co&^aints 
ef  the  feqiective  parties  have  been  laid  be- 
fore the  oomrts  to  which  they  beloag,  or 
war  is  declared  betwkt  the  two  crowns. 
If,  my  Lords,  after  we  have  in  the  reseln^ 
tions  now  before  «8,  assarted  positively 
what  our  just  righta^are,  the  court  of  Spain 
ahealddoiy  themtobesudi;  there  b  no 
doubt,  but  that  in  such  a  case  we  Aeuld 
be  obliged  to  vindicate  the  law  of  nation^ 
mod  the  honour  of  our  own  nation.  But, 
my  Lords,  I  shall  not  agree  to  our  resolving 
that  die  law  of  nations  is  viofaited  by  what 
is  in  the  power  of  a  few  private  men  to 
commit  every  day.  Theretore,  my  Lords, 
I  humbly  move,  that  the  Amendment  pro- 
posed may  stand  thus  i  **  And  that  the 
searching  of  such  ships  <m  the  open  seas 
mider  pretence  of  carrying  pr(^ibited 
goods,  is  a  vioktion  and  infraction  of  the 
treatiessubsistingbetween  thetwo  crowns.** 
The  question  beinc  put  upon  this  mo- 
tion, and  then  upon  the  whole  first  Resolu- 
tion, it  passed  without  any  division;  and 
then  the  question  Was  put  upon  the  second 
Resolution,  which  passed  without  any  da- 
bate  or  division  likewise ;  but  the  question 
bein^  put  upon  the  third  Resolution, 

.  rlLord  Bathurst  spoke  to  the  following 
purport : ' 

My  Lords ;  I  am  far  firom  intending,  by 
any  thing  which  1  am  to  trouble  yotir 
lordahys  with,  to  thcmr  in  any  ebstaele 
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v^b«Ki  exchange;  becMiM  it  would  look 
SB  if  th«y  designed  to  itti|H»8e  arbkrary 
terma  ii^o»  tke  Spaaiards  wkhout  aasign- 
ing  any  reason :  *'  that  their  resolviag  that 
.no  goods  carried  to  |und  from  any  part  of 
bis  Majesty's  doaunioos^"  sufficiently  iii»- 
pliedy  that  the  Spaniards  had  no  right  to 
search  our  ships^  and  therefore  was  a  nmch 
more  proper  resolution  for  them  to  come 
I09  than  if  they  should  admit  of  the  noble 
lord's  Amendment^  whidi  would  seem  to 
imply,  that,  though  they  did  carry  on  an 
illicit  trade,  yet  a  search  was  anlsirfiiL 

The  Lord  Carteret : 

My  Lords;  It  was  never  nrv  mtankkni 
that  any  part  of  the  ResokitifUK  laid  heSon 
this  House,  by  the  noble  lord  who  nN)ke 
first,  should  be  omitted ;  hvA  1  am  et  opik 
nioni  that  the  addition  I  propose  tt.  a  m^ 
eessanr  Amendment  to  that  Res^utton, 
«nd  that  it  is  becoming  the  dignitjr  and 
authorily  of  this  House  to  dedare,  m  the 
most  express  terms,  not  oaiy  the  rights 
which  we  oursches  have,  but  ttkewise 
what  rights  the  Spaniards  have  uaurned ; 
and  to  shew  then,  that,  however  tliey  nave 
either  designedly  or  igamam/dh^  mistakaft 
the  sense  en  the  treaties  subsiBting  betwixt 
us,  yet  we  are  reslrfved  to  assert  our  just 
claims,  and  net  to  leave  them  the  least 
shadow  or  pretence  to  a  search  for  the 
fifture. 

The  lA)rd  Chancellor  said ; 

My  Lords;  I  am  as  sensible  of  the 
many  insults  and  injuries  we  have  receired 
from  the  Spaniards,  and  riiould  be  as  wiU^^ 
kig  to  come  into  those  measures  that  may 
be  proper  to  bring  them  to  a  sense  of  tlie 
wrongs  they  have  done  us,  as  any  lord  in 
tbis  House*  But,  my  Lords,  I  think  if  we 
come  to  a  resolution  on  that  head,  it  ought 
to  be  a  resolution  rather  in  general  than 
in  particular  terms ;  it  ought  to  be  a  rcso* 
lution  that  we  can  have  no  reason  after- 
wards to  depart  from,  and  it  ought  to  be  a 
resolution  our  adherence  to  which  can  ne- 
arer afterwards  embroil  \j»  with  any  of  our 
neighbours.  The  Amendment  which  the 
noble  lord  has  ofiered,  though  I  extremely 
approve  of  Iris  lordship's  zeal,  may,  I  am 
afraid,  be  attended  with  some  of  these  in- 
conveniencies ;  because  I  humbly  conceive 
that  there  are  certain  cases  wherein  any 
nation,  though  at  peace  with  another,  may, 
by  the  law  of  nations,  enter  and  search  the 
snips  of  the  other ;  nor  can  the  nation  to 
which  the  ship  so  searched  belongs,  deem 
■iich  a  search  a  violation  either  of  the  law 
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of  natiooi,  or  of  particular  treadei  is 
force.*-!  think,  my  Lords,  it  never  wai 
disputed^  but  that,  by  the  law  of  nstioni, 
the  ships  of  one  people  at  peace  wi^  a&o- 
ther  might  be  searched,  ia  case  tharotfaer 
people  was  carrying  arms  or  provisioiiB  of 
war  to  a  nation  then  at  war  with  that  odier 
nation.  *  Kow,  my  Lords,  I  amafraid diat 
om*  dedaring  the  searching  of  ail  alnpi 
belonging  to  Great  Bckain,  to  be  an  in- 
fraetion  and  vkdattoii  of  the  treaty  suhsst'^ 
lag  bctwiaU  the  Spaniards  and  us,  will  be 
verjT  jue%  looked  imam  by  the  coortaf 
SpwB^  as  predudinrtLsnt^^  the  rights  of 
a  sean^  tawbidi  thegr  are  entided  by  the 
kw  ci  DatkMM,  and  may  produce  a  mis- 
iiaderal8iidin|[  betwixt  m,.  wheoli  we  woaU 
aH  heartily  wwh  to  avoi^  aodcooldnot 
ba  attended  with  very  hoBoaiaide  okoiil- 
stanoea  on  oar  part:  however,  mv  Lonk, 
I  ani  very  far  fromproposNig  any  tiimg  tlttt 
could  in  the  least  damp  that  becoou^  sr* 
dour,  wfaick  the  natiDii  in  geoeial  has  £ 
ed  Hpo»  thia  oecanoit^to  asaert  ber  ri 
and  to  revenge  hsr  injurica^  Ne^,  1 
sboold  rather  chose  to  err  on  the  other 
side;  and  if  your  hRdshioBsfaaH  think  that 
the  reaobdon  as  amended  by  the  noble 
lord  who  wpoke  Isat,  is  moat  propo'to  at* 
tain  the  desired  ends  of  aatistetion  for 
past,  and  secmrity  horn  future  injuries,  I 
am  sure,  I  flhaU  be  finr  from  objectiDg  to 
the  noble  loid'a  Amendment ;  all  that  I 
suggest  is,  that  if  diere  are  two  methods  in 
which  we  can  form  our  resolution,  both 
eAsctaid,  and  equally  answering  the  great 
purpose  of  our  meeting,  we  ought  to 
chuse  that  method  whidi  is  subject  to 
fewest  inconveniendes  and  ofajectioBS. 

T^e  Lord  Carteret  said : 

My  Lords ;  I  should  be  sorry  if  the 
Amendment  I  have  proposed  should  be 
attended  with  the  inconvenienciesand  con- 
sequences which  the  noble  lord  who  s|)Qke 
last  seems  to  apprehend,  and  I  am  obliged 
to  the  noble  lord,  for  giving  ine  this  op- 
portunity to  shew  the  House,  that  if  the 
mconvenience  his  lordsliip  has  suggested  ii 
the  only  one  with  which  the  proposed 
Amendment  can  be  attended,  it  is  not 
liable  to  any  objection.  The  noble  lordii 
apprehensive  that  the  resolution,  as  amend- 
ed, seems  to  tske  away  from  the  Spanianb 
some  of  those  rights  to  which  they  are  en- 
titled by  the  law  of  nations.  And  let  me 
add,  my  Lords,  that  if  his  lordship's  sppr^ 
hensions  are  just,  it  takes  from,  them  the 
privileges  to  which  they  are  entitled  by 
particvdar  tveaties.    Butyn]rLonia,iftIi* 
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Boble  lord  iuid  been  j^eased  to  consider  tbe 
words  of  the  Aiaenament  a  little  more  at- 
teiiti?el3r,  be  muBt  have  found  that  the  ia- 
fiactun  and  violation  were  to  be  commit- 
ted l^  seirching  suoh  ships ;  What  ships  ? 
Why,  my  Lopds»  the  ships  that  are  navi- 
gating in  the  American  ^eas,  and  carrying 
on  a  commerce  to  and  from  any  part  or  his 
Mnesty's  dominions.  Novr,  my  Lords, 
«B<»  ships  can  never  have  any  contraband 
goods  on  board,  unless  we  are  «t  war  with 
tlie  Spaniards;  and  in  that  case,  mv  Lords, 
they  w31  seize  them,  whatever  be  their 
caigo.  Contn4»and  goods,  my  Leeds,  are 
only  to  be  miderstood  of  provisions  ef  war 
sod  arms,  that  are  carried  fW»m  <me  nation 
to  another,  who  is  at  war  with  the  nation 
that  intercqpts  the  ship  having  such  goods 
OR  board,  llierefore,  ray  Loras,  the  ireso- 
lotion  can  never  affidct  siich  a  case,  because 
the  words  of  the  AnsendflaeaC  ^wAy  extend 
to  those  ships,  which  are  trading  to  «r  from 
hit  Marty's  dominions.  Bui,  aay  Lorda, 
theieisnotan  expreasioninibe  whole  «e- 
lolutien,  as  it  stttids  amended,  which  can 
in^jT,  that,  in  case  one  of  our  flhips  abooid 
he  tailing  to  or  from  any  part'ef  the  de^ 
Bttoioas  of  France,  to  or  from  any  part  of 
the  Dntdi  dominions,  to  or  fr«m  any  part 
of  the  Danish  dominions»  the  fipmiards 
have  no  rj^t  to  search  such  a  diip  wben 
ihe  comes  in  their  wa^,  while  any  of  these 
aatioiis  are  «t  war  with  Spain*.  No,  my 
lords,  ear  agveeiag  to  the  proposed  Aaaend- 
nentcanBev«rdkct  any  of  these  cases, 
and  therefore  preserves  to  die  Spaniards 
all  the  r^ts  to  which  they  are  entitfed  by 
the  law  of  nations,  and  the  treaties  subsist- 
vig  betwixt  the  two  crowns. 

The  qoestion  ^oiog  to  be  put.  If  the 
whole  first  resolution,  as  it  stood  amended, 
ahoukl  be  agreed  to, 

The  Earl  of  CholfHonddey  spoke  to  the 
ibllowiBg  effect : 

My  Lmds ;  As  the  noble  lord  seems  to 
think,  that  tbe  Amendment  he  has  pro- 
posed will  be  a  very  great  improvement 
upon  the  first  resolution,  which  I  had  the 
hoaomr  to  lay  brfore  the  House;  and  as  I 
>a>  of  qiinion  that  it  can  do  it  no  harm,  I 
am,  in  the  main,  very  willins  to  concur 
*ith  the  reaolotion.  as  amended  by  the 
noUe  kmL  Bat,  I  hope  I  may  be  par- 
doned, if  I  object  against  one  expression 
in  the  Amendment;  the  expression,  myi 
I^Kd8,i8,  that  the  searching  our  ships  *<  is 
against  die  law  of  nations.'*  The  noble 
lordhimadf,  I  think,  seemed  to  admit  that 
^  paida  Goatasy  whom  we  so  much  and 


with  so  goeat  reason  oon^pUun  of,«ad  who 
were  the  authors  of  all  the  insttto  commitr 
ted  upon  our  navigation  there,  are  snt 
sbSps  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Spain. 
Thersfore,  my  Lords,  the  vielenees  they 
commit  itiust  not  be  inmuted  to  bis  Catb<>- 
lic  Majesty;  and  it  womd  be  a  very  e«cep- 
tiooable  way  for  us  to  express  oucselvea, 
should  we  say  that  the  actions  of  a  finr 
private  men,  who  ue  no  better  than 
pirates,  can  violate  tbe  Jaw  of  aations* 
If,  indeed,  they  acted  bv  aiders  from  the 
court  of  Spain,  or  if  4!be  Spanidb  cowt 
^ottld  say  expvessljr  that  she  wiM  pcoteot 
and  enoeunage  them  is  seardiing  our  shipa» 
wJioare  in  a  fiar  trade  betwixt  one  partef 
bis  Biitanaic  Majeatv's  donainioaa  and  obmh 
ther,  that  court  would  then  violate  the  law 
of  nations,  becanse  she  would  give  ber 
sanction  to  a  a  motice  that  mvat  bo  un- 
jttot,  even  though  no  treaty  of  comaeroa 
«ufaBiflbe4  betwixt  Spain  andOreat  Britain. 
Bttt,iiiy  Lords,  by  tbe  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
no  onvate  difietenoas  betwixt  tbe  aubjeds 
of  UM  two  crowns,  on  Aese  or  any  other 
seas,  aieto  be  deemed  a  sufficient  groand 
even  to  make  veprisals,  until  the  comfilaints 
«f  tbe  ffespeetiveparties  Immto  been  laid  be- 
fore the  ooanrts  to  vibich  they  belong,  or 
war  is  declared  betwixt  the  two  crowns. 
If,  my  Lords,  after  we  hava  in  the  vesoltt- 
tions  now  before  «8,  assarted  positively 
what  oiir  just  ngfatsare,  the  court  of  Spain 
aheald  deny  them  to  be  such;  there  is  no 
dovdbt,  but  that  in  such  a  case  we  Aould 
be  obliged  to  vindicate  the  law  of  nations, 
and  the  honour  of  our  own  nation.  But, 
my  Lords,  I  shall  not  agree  to  our  resolving 
that  die  law  of  nations  is  violated  by  what 
is  in  the  power  of  a  few  private  men  to 
commit  ewry  day.  Theretore,  my  Lords, 
I  humbly  move,  that  the  Amendment  pro- 
posed may  stand  thus  i  ^  And  that  the 
searching  of  such  :ships  on  the  open  seas 
under  pretence  of  carrying  prohibited 
goods,  is  a  violation  and  infraction  of  tbe 
treatiessubsistingbetween  thetwo  crowns." 
The  question  being  put  upon  this  mo- 
tion, and  then  upon  the  whole  first  Resolu- 
tion, it  passed  without  any  division ;  and 
then  the  question  Was  put  upon  the  second 
Resolution,  which  passed  without  any  da- 
bate  or  division  likewise ;  but  the  question 
bein^  put  upon  the  thurd  Resolution, 

;  ftord  Bathurst  spoke  to  the  following 
purport : . 

My  Lords ;  I  am  far  firom  intending,  by 
any  thing  wbicb  1  am  to  trouble  your 
lordships  with,  to  throir  in  any  ebstaala 
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that'inay  prevent  our  coming  to  those  re- 
solutions that  are  most  proper,  both  for 
obtaining  all  reasonable  satisfaction  from 
the  Spaniards,  and  supporting  the  in- 
fluence which  the  authority  of  this  House 
ought  to  have  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Your  Lordships  have  already  agreed  to 
two  resolutions,  which  1  think  to  be  ex- 
tremely proper,  and  may  very  much  con- 
tribute to  answer  both  these  ends.  But, 
my  Lords,  since  I  have  heard  wluit  has 
been  urged  by  the  two  noble  lords  who 
spoke  first  on  this  afiair,  have  heard  the 
rights  of  our  nation  to  a  free  commerce 
and  navigation  in  America  fairly  stated, 
and  have  heard  it  proved,  beyond  the  pos- 
sibility of  a  reylyf  that  these  rights  have 
been  notoriously  invaded  and  violated,  I 
cannot  help  being  amazed  that  such  a  heap 
of  memorials,  such  packets  of  letters,  and 
80  many  volumes,  1  may  say,  of  creden- 
tials, should  pass  about  a  matter  in  itself 
ao  very  clear,  so  very  evident.  Is  it  not 
aurprizing,  my  Lords,  that  for  these 
twenty-three  years  (for  so  long  has  the 
trading  part  of  our  nation  complained  of 
the  Spanish  depredations)  none  of  our  ne- 
godators,  none  of  our  ministers,  none  of 
our  ambassadors  have  hit  upon  so  plain  a 
&ct,  as  is  contained  in  the  tirst  resolution 
we  have  now  agreed  to  ?  A  fact,  my 
Lords,  that  appears  upon  the  face  of  the 
very  treaties  that  regulate  all  the  com- 
merce betwixt  us  and  the  Spaniards,  both 
in  Europe  and  America.  This,  my  Lords, 
give  me  leave  to  say  it;,  must  create  in  mc 
a  suspicion,  that  the  persons  who  (to  use 
the  words  of  the  resolution  now  under  our 
consideration)  made  the  freguent  applica- 
tions on  the  part  of  his  Majesty  to  the 
court  of  Spain,  either  did  not  or  would 
not  understand  these  treaties,  or  never 
looked  into  them.  I  should  be  sorry,  my 
Lords,  to  suppose  that  it  was  the  interest 
of  any  of  our  negociators  to  prolone  the 
negociations  on  wis  afiair;  1  should  be 
yet  more  sorrv,  to  suppose  that  the 
pusillanimity  of  any  of  our  ministers  at 
this  court,  from  whom  our  ministers  abroad 
receive  their .  directions,  tied  them  up 
*  from  putting  it  home  to  the  Spanish  court, 
and  requiring  a  positive  and  a  decisive  an- 
swer. But  I  think,  my  Lords,  I  may  ven- 
ture to  say,  tha^  if  we  had  behaved  in  this 
affair  with  a  spirit  and  resolution  becoming 
Englishmen,  our  credit  had  never  sunk  so 
low,  nor  our  discontent  at  home  risen  so 
high.  The  worst  consequences  that  could 
have  attended  such  a  behaviour  on  our 
part,  must  have  been  awar ;  and  that  too. 
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my  Lords,  a  war  upon  an  element  where 
we  were  sure  to  be  masters.  By  such  a 
war  we  might  have  gained,  but  never  coold 
have  lost ;  at  least,  we  never  could  have 
lost  near  so  much  as  we  have  lost  for  some 
years  past,  by  a  peace  more  destructive  as 
well  as  more  dishonourable  in  its  conse- 

Suences,  than  the  most  unsuccessful  irar. 
f,  my  Lords,  it  should  be  objected  to  this, 
that  we  ought  to  be  cautious  how  we  enter 
into  a  war  with  Spain,  because  we  do  not 
know  what  part  some  of  our  neighboun 
may  act  in  that  event,  1  should  be  glad  to 
be  informed  of  any  who  shall  make  such 
an  obiection,  why  we  are  not  to  snppow 
that,  in  case  of  a  war,  our  most  powerful 
neighbours  will  not  be  as  ready  to  act  in 
favour  of  Great  Britain  as  in  fiivour  of 
Spain.  I  hope,  my  Lords,  sufficient  care 
is  taken  to  strengthen  us  with  such  al- 
liances, as  may  enable  us  to  make  as  good 
a  iigure  in  case  of  a  war  in  Europe  as  we 
have  formerly  made ;  and,  I  hope  there 
has  been  nothing  to  our  prejudice  con- 
certed betwixt  the  court  of  Spain  and  any 
other  court,  that  has  escaped  the  vigihmce 
of  our  ministers.  I  dare  say,  my  Lords, 
none  of  these  will  be  pleaded  as  reasons 
why  we  have  so  long  and  so  tamely  put  up 
witn  the  injuries  and  insults  we  have  met 
with  from  Spain ;  far  less  can  it  be  pleaded 
that  his  Majesty  has  not  a  sufficient  re- 
venue, to  denray  all  the  expences  that  cm 
attend  our  ministers  having  a  due  in- 
fluence in  the  courts  of  Europe,  or  pro* 
curing  the  best  intelligence  of  every  thing 
that  may  affect  the  honour  and  interest  of 
this  kingdom. 

The  resolution  which  is  at  present  undcf 
our  consideration,  imports,  that  this  House 
is  satisfied  with  all  the  steps  taken  by  our 
minister  at  the  Spanish  court,  to  procure  a 
just  satisfaction  for  our  injured  mer- 
chants ;  for  nothing  less  can  be  implied  b^ 
these  words,  *'  That  it  appears  to  thii 
House,  that  frequent  applications  have 
been  made  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty  to 
the  court  of  Spain,  in  a  manner  the  most 
agreeable  to  treaties  and  to  the  peace  and 
friendship  subsisting  betwixt  the  tvo 
crowns,"  But,  my  Lords,  I  own,  when  1 
examine  the  instructions  that  have  be^ 
sent  to  our  mhaisters  at  the  court  of 
Spain;  when  1  examine  the  memorials 
that  have,  in  consequence  of  these  instruc- 
tions, been  delivered  in  by  them  to  that 
court,  and  when  I  examine  the  Spanish 
mmister's  answers  and  our  minister's  re- 
plies; I  say,  when  1  examine  all  these,  1 
cannot  help  having  soma  difficulty  tf 
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giving  my  concurrence  to  this  resolution. 
In  one  of  the  Answers^  the  Spanish  minis- 
ter is  pleased  to  advance,  **  That  there  is 
no  mention  made  of  the  American  trade 
in  any  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  in 
the  20th  year  of  king  Charles  2,  except  in 
the  eighth  article,  where,  continues  he,  as 
weU  with  regard  to  the  Indies  as  to  other 
coontries,  all  that  is  granted  by  the  treaty 
of  Munster  in  the  2Srd  year  of  king 
Charles  %  is  granted  to  Great  Britain  and 
her  ships,  without  any  distinction,  upon 
their  observing  the  laws  and  restric- 
tions to  which  the  subjects  of  the  United 
Provinces  are  limited  and  confined.  This 
last  condition  proves,  that  whatsoever 
is  stipulated  and  granted  to  the  sub- 
jects of  the  United  Provinces,  cannot 
be  refused  to  the  English ;  but  it  proves 
at  the  same  time,  that  they  on  their  part 
are  tied  down  to  the  observance  of  those 
laws,  to  which  the  subjects  of  the  United 
Provinces  are  obliged  by  the  treaty  of 
Munster."  These,  my  Lords,  are  the 
words  of  the  Spanish  minister  in  his  me« 
morial  to  Mr.  Keene,  our  resident  at  the 
Spanish  Court.  But,  my  Lords,  they 
contain  a  piece  of  very  strange  sophistry. 
The  Dutch,  says  he,  are  tied  down  to 
certain  reguhitions  in  the  American  trade, 
and  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  upon 
their  observing  these  regulations  are  en- 
titled to  the  same  advantages.  My  Lords, 
any  man  that  talks  in  that  strain,  must 
suppose  the  person  to  whom  he  talks  a 
fool,  or  something  worse  than  a  fool.  For 
there  is  no  man  who  has  ever  looked  into 
that  treaty,  but  must  see  that  the  Dutch 
are  indeed  tied  down  to  certain  restrictions 
in  the  Eliropean  and  the  East-Indian 
trade  with  Spain  ;  but  it  puts  them  upon 
^e  very  same  footing  with  regard  to  the 
American  trade,  upon  which  the  treaty 
condudedinthe  twenty-third  of  Charles  2, 
puts  us.  So  that,  my  Lords,  the  laws  to 
vhich  the  Spanirii  minister  says  we  are 
M  down,  must  be  those  that  are  appli- 
cable to  the  commerce  in  Europe.  Indeed, 
|Qy  Lords,  when  I  first  read  this  passage 
in  the  Spanish  memorial,  I  thought  there 
iQustbe  some  particular  stipulation  be- 
^ixt  the  Spaniards  and  Dutch  by  the 
|reaty  of  Munster  :  but  when  I  came  to 
look  into  that  treaty,  I  found  an  Article 
>Q  it  that  destroys  the  possibility  of  any 
BQch  r^ulations,  with  regard  to  the  navi- 
g^n  and  commerce  in  America ;  for  the 
■ttth  .Article  of  that  treaty  runs  thus : 
"  And  as  to  the  West-Indies,  the  subjiects 
aodinhabitaDtiof  the  kingdomsy  provinces. 


and  lands  of  the  said  lords,  tho  king  and 
states  respectively,  shall  forbear  sailing  to, 
and  trading  in  any  of  the  harbours,  places, 
forts,  lodgments,  or  castles,  and  all  others 
possessed  by  one  or  the  other  party,  viz. 
the  subjects  of  the  said  lord  the  king  shall 
not  sail  to,  or  trade  in  those  held  or  posn 
sessed  by  the  said  lords  the  states,  nor  Uie 
subjects  of  the  said  lords  the  states  sail 
to,  or  trade  in  those  held  andpossessed  by 
the  said  lord  the  king."  Tim  Article, 
ray  Lords,  of  the  treaty  of  Munster  takes 
away  all  possibility  of  our  being  laid  under 
the  restrictions,  in  our  navigation  in  Ame- 
rica, which  the  Dutch  are  subject  to  in 
their  trade  with  Old  Spain.  Therefore, 
my  Lords,  I  think  it  is  surprizing,  that 
the  Spanish  minister  should  |alk  at  thiv 
rate,  or  that  he  should  suppose  that  this 
reason  could  pass  with  any  man,  who  had 
ever  looked  into  the  treaties  between  the 
two  crowns ;  and  it  is  no  less  surprizing  to 
me,  that  such  a  plain  answer,  to  this  part 
of  the  Spanish  memorial  should  not  occur 
to  our  minister  at  that  court* . 

My  Lords,  it  is  certain,  that  in  all  the 
treaties  that  have  been  made  betwixt  Spain 
and  any  nation  in  Europe,  the  Spaniards 
have  always  stipulated  an  exclusive  right 
of  commerce  to  their  own  settlements. 
And,  indeed,  the  American  treaty  of  ac- 
commodation, &c  which  we  granted  to 
them,  was  rather  explanatory  of  those 
rights,  which  they  before  pretended  to  in 
their  own  plantations,  than  giving  them 
any  new  ones.  It  was  a  treaty,  my  Lords, 
granted  them  at  a  time  when  they  were 
complaining  of  almost  the  same  grievances 
from  our  subjects  in  America,  as  our  mer- 
chants now  suffer  from  their  guardir 
costas.  They  presented  memorials  at  our 
court,  in  the  same  manner  as  our  minis- 
ters now  do  at  theirs  ;  and  they  received 
answers  from  us  much  in  the  same  strain 
as  we  do  now  from  them.  We  did  not 
pretend,  indeed,  to  justify  any  of  the  cap- 
tures or  depredations  comraitt|td  by  our 
subjects  in  America,  neither  did  we  en- 
deavour to  blind  them  with  any  stramed 
constructions  of  treaties,  much  less  did 
we  threaten  or  bully  them  ;  and  in  this,  it 
is  true,  the  part  we  then  acted,  is  different 
from  the  plart  they  act  now.  But,  my 
Lords,  it  seems,  we  then  knew  very  well 
that  the  Spaniards  were  sensible  they  were 
no  match  for  us;  for  though  we  actually- 
dispatched  orders  to  our  governors  in  Ame- 
rica, directing  a  cessation  of  the  hostilities, 
and  a  restitution  of  unjust  captures  ;  and 
though   these  orders,  before  they  wen 
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dispatched  fron  heaoe,  were  commuin* 
cated  to  tbe    Sjkanish   minister   at  this 
court;  yet  vtrj  often  a  private  packet  by 
the  very  same  ship,  to  the  very  same  go- 
vemor,  enjoined  him  to  pay  no  regard  to 
&ese  memorials,  but  to  make  the  l^st  use 
of  his  time  and  power,  in  seising  and  difr* 
posing  of  what  Spanish  prizes  he  coukl 
take.     This,  my  Lords,  was  the  manner 
in  which  our  government  then  acted ;  I 
could  never  hear  of  any  of  our  American 
governors  who  was  rewarded,  either  for 
lowing  these  depredations,  or  for  dis- 
obeying the  public  orders  that  were  sent 
him :  nor  indeed  were  any  of  them  pu- 
nished ;  for  before  sudi  a  governor  could 
be  called  over  and  brought  to  a  trial  here, 
all  diierenoes  were  commonly  made  up 
betwixt    the   two  courts,    matters  were 
hushed,  Ihe  governor  was  left  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  power,  and  the  suferers  to 
liie  satisfaction  of  complaim'ng.     But,  my 
Lords,  unjustifiable  as  this  way  of  prooeed- 
mg  was,  we  do  not  find  tliat  any  of  the 
subjects  of  Great  Britain,  who  acted  by 
virtue  of  a  commission  from  our  governors 
in  America,  ever  exercised  any  cruelty 
■pon  the  persons  of  the  Spanish  subjects, 
who  were  so  unhappy  as  to  fall  into  their 
hands ;  we  do  not  find  that  any  of  them 
were  led  into  a  dismal  captivity,  or  thrown 
into  loathsome  prisons  at  the  veiy  gates  of 
our  capital.    This  species  of  rapine,  which 
deprives  a  aaan  not  only  of  his  property, 
but  his  liberty,  his  limbs,  and  sometimes 
his  life,  was  reserved  for  the  Spaniards  to 
practise  in  time  of  profound   peace  and 
teanquillity,    and  upon    those  who  own 
themselves  their  friends  and  allies.    It  is 
true,  my  Lords,  that  in  those  da}'8,  a  gang 
of  lawless  robbers,  natives  of  England,  did 
commit  great  excesses  and  cruelties  upon 
anany  of  the  Spaniards  in  America :  but, 
they  never  haa  any  authority  or  conniv- 
ance from  our  government ;  and  they  did 
BO  more  to  the  Spaniards,  than  they  would 
have  done  to  the  English,  had  they  had 
the  like  booty  to  expect  from  the  one  as 
from  the  other.    Our. governors  and  our 
men  of  war  at  last  suppressed  them ;  they 
hanged  as  aony  of  them  up  as  feU  into 
then*  hands,  and,  I  bdieve,  there  was  not 
a  subject  who  enjoyed  the  protection  of 
oar  laws,  wiio  did  not  heartfly  detest  them. 
But,  my  Lords,  though  the  cinumiatanoes 
of  our  oonmerce  and  navigatian  in  Ame* 
rka  now,    bear  a  near  rownlAMacje  te 
their  oate  then,  m  hmk  tkame  ffcapectSy 
jpet  we   tore  endored  their  ioaofeacies 
■Mch  longer  dnm  4k^  £d 
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oomplainta  and  our  depcedatioiis  did  not 

last  for  above  two  or  Sbroe  yean  st 

fiuihest    But  their  outrages  Imvo  bees 

for  twenty  yeafs  oontinuidly  repealed,  tn- 

provoked  by  any  act  of  hostility,  and  m 

return  for  many  instances  of  fiiwoar  sod 

friendship.    BesideSy  my  Lords,  I  coo* 

ceive  we  are  much  more  aUetocoannnd 

redress  from  Spain  now,  than  they  were  lo 

oommanditfromasinthosed^a.  Thesuc« 

cession  to  their  crown  was  then  doidMM, 

they  were  harrassed  and  exhausted  by  i 

long  and  uaauocessful  war, -and  were  dsid« 

tuteof  properalliaaces  tomftkehnad  igiinit 

our  naval  power.    But  thia,  nsy  Lo^  ii 

not  our  case;  his  Majesty  ia  enaUedto 

make  as  good  a  figure  at  aaa  as  any  cf  hii 

nredeoessors,  and Ibelieve,  a auich better. 

We  liave  enjoved  a  long  and  profiNisd 

peace,  and  I  hope,  my  Lords,  the  efectt 

of  that  peace  will  be  Mt  by  die  nation,  if 

we  are  obliged  to  enter  into  a  just  and  a 

necessary  war.    We  have  received  proiv- 

cations  enough  to  rouse  tiie  most  iaaea- 

sible ;  we  have  suffered  as  long  as  ever  \ 

prudence  could  require.    And,  lim^  i 

believe  every  lord  here  is  of  opinion  that 

peace  is  to  be'  preserved^  inon  fair  and 

honourable  terms ;  yet,  the  cnaooe  of  war 

is,  undoubtedly,  preferable  to  such  a  peace 

as  we  have  for  these  twenty  yean  pait 

enjoyed  with  Spain.    I  hope,  my  Lsrds, 

if  we  come  to  the  resoluttons  new  pnv 

posed,  we  shall  act  with  mone  vigour  tlua 

has  hitherto  been  exerted ;  for  I  cannot  be 

persuaded  that  the  applitations  to  die 

Court  of  Spmn,  have  been  made  with  that 

warmth  and  resolution  which  the  dSur  re* 

quired,  or  in  the  manner  most  agreeable 

to  treaties  ;  because  nmny  things,  Ch^ 

might  have  been  urged  fifora  treatiee  is 

favour  «f  our  injured  merchants,  seem  to 

me  to  be  omitted  in  our  nuniater's  ombis- 

rials  :  nor,  my  Lords,  can  I  be  persuaded 

that  our  acting  in  this  mamer  was  the 

oroper  way  to  oukivato.  the  peace  aad 

friendship   subsisting   betwixt    the   two 

crowns;  because oiv  tameneas  and  aih- 

mission  appears  plainly  to  have  eocos- 

raged  tiie  Spaniards  in  their  deayia;  m 

justioe,  orrearess:  I  am  afraid,  my  Lordf, 

It  has  heightened  their  obstinacj,  and  liai 

given  that  oourt  reason  toiaaagme  that  «e 

either  dare  not,  or  caimot»  ar  wiH  not  re- 

drass  ouraehca.    But,  aay  Lords,  I  hope 

the  measures  that  wiH  be  taken  ia  coose* 

aoence  of  tfwse  resol«tiaBM  wil  soon  an* 

oeceive  ihtm.    We  have  capeaiaiced  hii 

Mi^eMy'a  conoeni  ibr  H^inynastaf  bii 
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sot  qieedSy  proci»ed»  it  will  nol  be  owin^ 
to  him,  but  to  thMe  who  represent  the  dit- 
fereoces  betwixt  us  and  Spain  in  such  a 
ligfat,  as  either  makes  the  oamage  done  to 
our  nav^tion  and  couuuerce  inconsidera- 
ble, or  to  those  who  condemn  the  manner 
ID  which  the  sufierers  traded,  as  illicity  cm: 
wrest  the  sense  o{  treaties  to  favour  the 
violences  of  the  Spaniards. 

My  Lords,  I  thmk  it  appears  both  from 
the  proceedings  of  the  other  House,  so  far 
as  they  have  come  to  our  knowledge,  and 
hj  the  papers  ]3dng  upon  our  table,  that 
there  is  no  necessity  for  any  farther  en- 
quiries. The  sufferings  of  our  merchants, 
and  the  outrages  ok'  the  Spaniards,  have 
been  proved  beyond  controversy;  they 
have  been  shown,  after  the  strictest  exa- 
oiination,  to  be  contrary  to  the  tenor  of 
treaties  and  the  law  of  zafcions.  Let  us 
therefore  unanmiously  concur  in  a  proper 
de&Dce  of  our  undoubted  rights,  and  de- 
oapd  a  confirmation  of  those  privileges  to 
which  public  compacts  and  established 
treaties  have  evidently  entitled  us.  But 
let  us  not  too  hastily  agree  to  this  resolu- 
tioD,  whidi  supposes  our  applications  more 
n^gnlsr  and  forcible,  and  pNerhaps  the  court 
of  Spain  more  obstinate  and  uareasonable, 
thaD  they  will  appear  upon  an  exact  con- 
lideratioo. 

However,  I  shall  not  take  the  Ubert;^  to 
propose  any  amendment  to  this  resolution, 
or  to  offer  any  other  resolution  m  its  room. 
I  submit  to  your  lordships'  better  judg- 
ment in  every  tiling  I  have  said ;  which,  I 
asBore  your  lordships,  was  not  spoken  with 
ttiy  intention  to  bring  us  into  a  debate. 
On  the  contrary,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  no- 
tiiiiig  can  contruiute  so  much  to  the  figure 
whidh  this  nation  ought  to-  make  abroad, 
as  the  unanimity  of  the  British  parliament 
OB  this  important  affiur;  I  should  there- 
fore cbuse  rather  to  acquiesce  in  what  is 
not  perfectly  according  to  my  own  judg- 
ment, than  to  give  the  world  any  reason 
to  believe  thai  we  ate  not  unanimous  on 
^occasion. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  : 

My  Lords ;  It  must  give  the  roost  sen- 
able  pleasure  to  every  man  who  wishes 
weO  to  the  interest  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  honour  of  the  crown,  to  find  that  the 
Pirliament  has  been  as  tender  of  the  inte- 
^  of  our  injured  merchants,  as  the^ 
'itvebeen  unanimous  in  representing  their 
^rtevaaces.  But  it  will  give  me  ^eat  con- 
^^9  if  liie  endeavours  of  narlmment  to 
P^oouia.tiMm  redMesy  skeula  ocearioiiany 


reflections  on  the  conduct  of  those  whonr 
his  Majesty  has  thought  proper  to  entrust 
with  the  management  of  the  points  that 
remain  imdecided  betwixt  us  and  the  court 
of  Spain,  or  of  the  points  that  have  already 
been  adjusted.  As  I  dare  say,  none  of  tlie 
noble  lords  who  spoke  on  this  occasion^ 
have  any  other  views  than  what  proceed 
from  a  sincere  desire  to  see  these  difier- 
ences  accommodated  in  the  manner  most 
agreeable  to  the  interest  of  this  nation :  so 
I  am  convinced  that  I  shall  be  pardoned,  if 
I  endeavour  to  set  the  proceedings  of  his 
Majesty's  sei^ants,  on  this  important  af- 
fiiir,  in  a  just  light. 

.  The  noble  lord  who  spoke  last,  seems  to 
be  apprehensive  that  our  minister  at  the 
court  of  Spain  has  been  bound  up'  by  the 
instructions  he  received  from  our  court, 
from  making  those  instances  that  were  ne- 
cessary to  procure  redress  to  our  injured 
merchants,  with  that  zeal  and  warmth 
which,  from  the  justice  of  their  complaints, 
he  was  entitled  to  exert.  My  Lords,  if 
our  minister  at  that  court  has  been  guilty 
of  any  remissness  of  that  kind,  I  shcJl  be 
very  nr  from  excusing  it ;  but  one  thing  is 
certain,  and  I  believe  some  of  your  lord- 
ships kno#  it  by  experience,  that  it  is 
very  hard  for  those  at  a  distance,  to  direct 
a  minister  at  a  foreign  court  in  what  man- 
ner he  shall  behave ;  and  that  it  is  unjuat 
to  blame  him,  if  he  does  not  act  in,  the 
manner  in  which  diey  tlunk  tliey  would 
have  done  in  his  situation.  A  minister  is, 
indeed,  alwajrg  supposed  to  be  furnished 
with  instructions  and  powers  to  make  the 
honour  of  his  prince  and  tlie  interest  of  his 
country  the  first  objects  of  his  concern ; 
but  it  IS  hard  to  tie  him  down  to  any  par- 
ticular measures,  when  these  interests 
come  to  be  canvassed,  and  to  the  very 
words  in  which  he  is  to  pen  every  memo- 
rial he  shall  present.  An  able  minister, 
my  Lords,  in  these  circumstances,  is  to 
act  as  the  exigencies  of  his  negociation  and 
the  characters  of  those  he  has  to  do  witli, 
shall  require.  Thus  far,  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  to  speak  in  general,  as  to  the  part 
in  which  our  ministers  both  at  home  and 
abroad  have  acted,  with  regard  to  the  dis* 
pules  betwixt  us  and  Spain.  But  if,  upon 
examining  the  steps  they  have  taken,  k 
shtdU  be  found  that  they  have  acted  any 
way  inconsistent  with,  or  contradictory  to, 
the  interest  of  this  nation ;  if  it  shall  be 
found  that  the  steps  they  have  taken  are 
even  pot  agreeable  to  the  resolutions  we 
are  coming  to,  I  shall  be  far  from  vindicat- 
ing them)  I  ahall  be  as  wiMijDg  as  any  lord 
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here,  that  they  fall  under  the  censure  of 
this  House,  and  be  given  up  to  the  justice 
of  their  country.  What  the  noble  lord 
who  spoke  last  principally  insisted  on,  1 
think,  was,  that  the  memorials  of  our  mi- 
nister at  the  court  of  Spain,  and  the  repre- 
sentations he  made,  were  not  expressive 
of  our  rights  to  a  free  navigation  and  com- 
merce to  and  from  any  part  of  his  Majes- 
ty's dominions  in  America.  My  Lords,  1 
have  looked  pretty  exactly  into  these  me- 
morials, and  dfire  venture  to  affirm,  that 
our  rights  are  fully  and  expressly  asserted 
in'  them,  and  that  there  has  been  no  omis- 
sion of  any  circumstance  in  our  favour, 
that  could  reasonably  occur  to  our  minis- 
ter at  the  time  of  his  presenting  these  me- 
morials. In  the  memorials  delivered-  by 
the  Spaniards  to  our  minister  dated  the 
10th  of  last  month,  the  Spanish  minister 
had  said,  **  That  there  was  no  article  in 
the  treaty  of  commerce  made  with  the 
Spaniards  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Charles 
2,  except  the  eighth,  applicable  to  the  na- 
vigation carried  on  by  tne  two  nations  in 
America;"  thereby  intimating  that,  on 
these  seas,  the  Spaniards  were  not  tied  up 
to  the  manner  of  visiting  our  ships  pre- 
scribed by  the  said  treaty ;  but  that  their 
**guarda  costas  might  seize  them  when- 
ever it  appeared  that  they  had  unnecessa- 
rily altered  their  courses  to  make  any  of 
the  Spanish  ports."  This,  my  Lords,  was 
a  very,  interesting  point  to  our  navigation 
and  commerce,  and  had  our  minister 
yielded  it  up  to  that  court,  or  had  our  mi- 
tiistry  here  given  him  any  instructions  for 
that  purpose,  he  and  they,  no  doubt,  had 
been  guilty  of  betrayini'  the  interests  of 
their  country.  But  I  numbly  conceive, 
the  memorial  which  our  minister,  by  order 
of  his  court,  presented  in  answer  to  that 
-memorial  of  the  Spanish  minuter,  contains 
a  full  and  explicit  answer  to  this  unjusti- 
fiable claim  of  the  Spaniards.  He  tells 
that  court,  what  all  the  lords  who  have 
spoken  on  this  occasion  have  admitted, 
**  That  we  do  not  pretend  to  a  right  of 
trading  with  the  Spanish  settlements  in 
America,  because  there  is  not  only  no  ar- 
ticle in  the  treaty  made  in  the  20th  of  king 
Charles  2,  that  can  authorize  such  a  trade, 
but  that  the  whole  tenor  of  the  treaty 
made  three  years  after,  absolutely  prohi- 
bits it.  And  that  we  were  not  confined 
to  particular  latitudes,  or  subject  to  any 
seizures,  unless  detected  in  the  exercise  of 
unlawful  commerce." 
-  This^  my  Lords,  is  what  the  noble  lord 
who  proposed  the  Amendment  to  the  first 
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resolution  we  have  come  to,  priucipaDy  in- 
sisted on.    For  1  think  the  noble  lord 
seemed  to  be  of  opinion,  that  the  exclu- 
sive article  against  our  trading  to  the  Spa- 
nish West-Indies,  in  the  last  mentioned 
treaty,  was  the  principal  security  we  had 
against  the  encroachments  of  the  Spaniards 
upon  our  navigation  in  these  seas.     And, 
my  Lords,  I  think,  this  answer  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's resident  at  the  Spanish  court,  was  a 
much  more  proper  answer  to  their  daim  of 
searching,  than  if  lie  had  entered  into  a 
long  and  tedious  disquisition  about  the 
sense  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Munster,  whether  it  respected  the  Dutch 
and  Spanish  commerce  in  America  as  well 
as  in  Europe,  or  that  of  Europe  alone. 
Your  lordships  likewise  find,  that  in  the 
representation  of  our  minister,  which  gave  : 
occasion  to  that  memorial  of  the  Spanish  ' 
minister,  he  urges  the  very  thine  (and  al- 
most in  the  same  words)  whidi  is  con- 
tained in  your  lordship's  first  resolutioa 
He  insists,  that  the  British  ships  are  incon- 
testably  entitled  to  a  right  of  carrying  oo 
a  <  lawful  commerce'  in  America :  and  this 
*  lawful  conunerce/  according  to    your 
lordships'  sense  of  the  words,  is  here  re- 
strained to  our  liberty  of  trading  id  any 
commodities  to  and  from  any  part  of  hi» 
Majesty's  dominions.    At  tne  same  time 
he  remonstrates,  that  even  though  some 
goods  whidi  maybe  thought  the  growth 
of  their  colonies  should  be  found  on  board 
of  our  ships  by  a  Spanish  guarda  costa, 
that  circumstance  cannot  be  a  just  ground 
to  the  Spaniards  for  confiscating  the  whole 
ship,  and  cargo.    And  to  support  this,  he 
relates  the  15th  and  2Sd  Articles  of  the 
treaty  made  in  the  23d  of  king  Charles  2. 
My  Lords,  I  caimot  conceive  that  any 
v/ords  can  come  up  more  ffAy  to  the  reso- 
lution which  your  lordships  have  just  now 
come  to,  than  those  of  the  memonaL  And 
I  am  convinced,  had  the  noble  lord  who 
spoke  last,   considered  these    memorials 
with  that  accuracy  he  is  so  much  master 
of,  his  lordship  would  have  been  of  my  opi- 
nion.   But  as  it  is  necessary  for  the  justi- 
fication of  our  ministers  here,  to  take  a  far- 
ther view  of  the  memoriak  which  hb  Ma- 
jesty's resident  in  Spain  presented  in  con- 
sequence  of  his  instructions  from   this 
court,  I  shall  beg  your  lordships'  indul- 
gence for  a  few  words  more.    My  Lords, 
when  we  take  a  view  of  the  several  piqiers 
lying  before  us,  we  see  that  his  Majesty's 
instances  are  not  confined  to  a  bare  de- 
mand of  reparation'of  the  injuries  done  our 
merchants,  but  insist  on  our  having  seco- 
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nty  ftr  the  qyiei  anofmeDJi  cf  aU  tbeir 
jiist  li^ts  f(Mr  the  roture.  The  SfMuaish 
mioiater  l^id  prelended  that  oiur  ship* 
could  n<^  claim  a  right  to  be  visits  <^y 
in  the  ipanaer  prescribed  by  the  treaty 
made  la  the  20th  of  king  Charles  2.  And 
I  think,  the  woidi  of  d^  memorial  given 
in  to  the  court  of  Spam  by  hie  Majesty'a 
minister  therms  in  answer  to  this  amertiona 
come  ae  iiilly  up  to  what  appears  to  be  the 
fepse  of  this  House,  that  t  doiibt  much  if 
the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last  would  un- 
dertake to  mpro^e  them.  It  is  there  in^ 
Sited  upe%  **  That  the  particular  regular 
tioni  set  down  in  that  treaty  nuide  in.  the 
20th  of  king  Charles  2»  to  l>e  observed  by 
^  .subjects  of  both  nations  in  ri^ard  to 
oavi^on  in  places  where  it  is  agreed  to 
be  vee,  hr  horn  being  reposnant  to  the 
treaty  conotuded  tbree  jean  after,  are  oqn* 
brmable  thereto,  and  ^ught  necessarily  to 
be  eitended  to  the  ships  and  e&cts  of  the 
subjects  of  both  nations  in  whether  seas 
they,  are  met  with,  whether  in  Europe  or 
^y  otlier  part  of  the  world."  These,  mv 
Lordf,  are  the  words  of  the  memorial 
which  are  submitted  to  your  lordships'  con- 
shleratien.  And  they  su^^cst  that  our 
ships  ought  only  to  be  visited  by  two  or 
three  men  in  a  kmg-bcMU,  as  the  noUe  lord 
vbo  ofered  the  Amendment  observed.  I 
«haU  now  proceed  to  examine  if  our  mi- 
oifitiy  has  been  deficient,  by  not  making 
Foper  applications  at  the  court  of  Spain 
upon  the  other  points  of  difference.  The 
siaaner  of  carrying  on  the  process  of  con- 
Sication,  when  any  of  our  ships  were  seised 
ky  the  Spaniards,  was  a  case  that  very 
iQudi  reouired  the  inlerposition  of  our 
court,  end  no  doubt  will  be  broueht  under 
a  propw  riegulatioo,  when  the  other  di%r- 
oioea  cqme  to  be  adjusted.  B  v  the  trea« 
tiea  betwixt  Spain  and  Engj^and,  it.  is  cer- 
tain that  esicb  nation  has  a  rignt  to  judge 
^  &f  e&y  ships,  or  vessels,  brought  aa 
pises  int<i  ti^  p<^ts,  are  legally  confisca- 
ole.  Buttiiia  right  has  been  duuaefidly 
sbmed  by  the  (poniards,  wbo,  after  they 
•^  >  JUp  belonging  to  Great  Britain, 
detab  the  master  and  his  crew  on  board 
to  own  sh^  dttring  all  Ae  time  in  wbicti 
the  prooess  le  carried  on.  It  is  true,  tho 
Spanish  «rsenuMr  assigfis  them  counsel ; 
bstthenftie  ooiusel  has  no  ojf^portanity 
sf  knowing  wbi4defiBice  Ae  prisoners  can 
"ttke,  beeaaee  d^ey  never  once  see  them 
^wriagen  the  time  the  proeesa  is  carrying 
m\  Mr  eia  Aej  even  allowed  tbe  h'berty 
tf  tasiag  so  snudLaa  OM  p^ter  which  may 
anke  te  the  prisoneia»  they  being  befbre 
[VOL.X.] 
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tfk  seiaed  and  eequeptiatedbyordef  of  th« 
government :  So  that,  the  defence,  that  ie 
made^  is  at  best  a  mock  defence,  Thla 
abuse,myI«ords,weliavec<Nap]aine4ofin  - 
the  strongest  terms  at  the  court  of  Spain ; 
and  it  was,  doubtless,  much  owing  to  thia 
practice,  that  the  equitable  intentions  of 
the  king  of  Spain  nave  been  so  ofksi 
baffled,  and  so  manv  of  ^ur  ships  carrying 
on  a  fiur  and  lawiiil  trade,  confisQated  by 
the  partiality  of  judges  and  governordL 
We  nave  likewise,  my  Lords,  comphuAed 
in  the  strongest  terms  of  the  hardships  out 
merchants  are  u^der,  who  enter  their  ap«» 
peal  to  the  council  of  the  Indies  in  Old 
Spain,  against  the  dedeion  of  the  governeva 
in  America^  by  being  deprived  nf  brbging 
eny  other  evidence  in  their  own  {avour, 
bat  what  hw  been  already  admitted  in 
tbeir  courts  erf*  judieatura  in  America.  And 
there  is  great  reason  to  believe  that  the 
king  of  Spain,  boUi  from  his  own  equitable 
intentions,  and  from  a  ceastdemti^  of  iha. 
superiority  of  our  naval  force,  will  agree  to 
a  proper  r^ulation.  But  there  ace  some 
points,  perhaps,  which  may  admit  of  a 
litde  dispute  when  things  come  to  be 
settled  in  the  way  of  negociation.  I  be- 
lieve it  will  not  l>e  easy  for  us  to  deter- 
mine the  exact  value  of  our  merchania 
losses ;  especially,  if  it  is  true,  aa  I  ana 
afraid  we  nave  but  too  much  reason  to  sua* 
pect,  that  seme  of  our  merchant-ships^ 
that  have  been  seized  by  the  Spaniards  oa 
the  Americai^  seas»  had  actually  been 
cmicemed  in  an  iUieit  trade  with  tbeir  set*- 
tlements,  and  laden  with  their  goo4*o  ^ 
agree,  indeed,  with  the  noble,  lon^  wlKo 
have  spoken  on  this'head,  tha^  it  waa 
against  the  faith  o^  treaties*  for  any  8hif» 
commissioned  by  the  king  of  Spain  to.at- 
tack  or  seardi  an  English  ship  or  >^eesel 
on  the  open  seas^  Bpl,  my  l^dfly  if  ^et 
such  aseiaurehasbeen  tt^ide,  a  een^scetioft 
of  that  shb  has  folk>wed  upon  nlain  and 
incontestanle  evidence,  giviH^  inbeffsreth^ 
'  Si>apish  courts  of  judicature,  thai  such  a 
ship  was  concerned  in  an  ilUcit  trede  witis 
the  Spanish  settlements  in-  America ;.  I  sej» 
my  Lords,  in  such  a  ease,  I  doubt  mam 
if  a  minister  couJd  entirely  be  justified,  im 
vedairoing  such  a  ahip,  or  demandiag  aa 
equivalent  id  moneyi  My  Lords,  I  do  noi 
mention  thu  wi^  any  design  of  vtndicalinff 
the  Spaniards  in  theur  depredations,  whim 
I  am  sensible  have  been  unjusl  in  them^ 
selves^  as  well  as  attended  with  ma^v  ag-* 
gravaUag  circumstances.  I  do  il.oiily  to 
shew  tiOh  your  lordahipe,  thal^  thou^-  tha 
king  of  S^ain  is  disposed  ta  vedsaai  thaia- 
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juries  that  luMre  been  dene  us,  and  wfaidb, 
as  I  have  shewn  to  your  lordships,  ourmi- 
nisters  have  complained  of  in  the  strongest 
termsy  diere  may  arise  certam  points 
worthy  of  being  discussed  in  an  amicable 
manner,  and  in  which  perhaps  it  may  be 
necessary  as  weU  as  prudent  in  both  par- 
ties, to  recede  a  little  from  the  rigour  of 
their  demands.  But,  my  Lords,  when  I 
say  this,/ 1  have  not  the  most  distant 
thought,  that  we  ought  to  give  up  the  least 
point  of  our  right  to  a  free  navigation  in 
the  American  seas.  This,  I  am  uiuilterably 
for  asserUng  at  all  events ;  but  I  think  the 
most  proper  way  to  secure  it,  is  by  shew- 
ing tne  world  that  we  will  as  little  sup- 
port unwarrantable  practices  in  our  mer- 
chants, as  we  will  suffer  them  in  others. 
And  this  manner  of  proceeding  will  con- 
vince flie  other  powers  of  Europe,  that  we 
have  right  as  well  as  power  on  our  side. 
But  should  we  precipitately  enter  into  a 
war  with  Spain  upon  any  doubtful  points 
that  may  remain  undecided  betwixt  us,  or 
should  we  attack  them  without  giving  them 
an  opportunity  of  making  us  reparation  in 
an  amicable  way,  the  other  powers  of  Eu- 
rope would  immediately  taxe  the  alarm; 
they  mieht  look  on  our  proceeding  as  the 
•met  of  a  desiffn,  either  to  seize  upon 
some  part  of  the  Spanish  dominions  in 
America,  and  to  annex  it  to  our  own 
crdwn;  or  as  an  attempt  to  force  the 
Spaniards  to  allow  us  a  free  trade  and 
commerce  with  their  settlements  in  Ame- 
rica. Did  any  of  *  our  European  neigh- 
bours, my  Lords,  suspect  that  we  had 
formed  a  design  to  dismember  any  part  of 
the  Spanish  monarchy  from  that  crown, 
there  is  not  the  least  doubt  but  they  would 
look  upon  us  with  a  very  jealous  eye  ;  be- 
cause, as  your  lordships  know,  the  further 
alienation  of  any  part  of  that  monarch]^  is 
strictly  guarded  against  in  a  separate  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  for  the  observ- 
ance of  this^artide  both  we  and  the  French 
are  guarantees.  If  it  were  suspected,  that 
we  designed  to  force  the  Spaniards  to  al- 
low us  a  free  trade  iu  all  its  branches  to 
their  settl«nents  in  America,  the  French 
would  not  fiul  to  oppose  us  in  such  a  de- 
aien,  the  king  of  Spain,  in  the  same  treaty 
•f  Utrecht,  having  laid  himself  under  an 
engagement,  not  to  grant  it  to  the  subjects 
of  any  nation  of  Europe  except  his  own : 
and  the  Fk^nch  monarch,  by  the  same 
treaty,  was  oblued  to  give  up  all  daim  to 
the  exerdse  of  any  commerce  to  the 
Spanish  sAtlements  there.  This,  my 
Lords,  has  always  been  looked  upon  as  a 
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fteoessaiy  step  towards  pieventiDg  any  oDe 
nation  ip  Europe  from  Decoming  too  rich 
and  too  poweitu}  for  the  rest :  and  the 
preserving  the  sole  ri^  of  navigation  and 
commerce  to  and  from  the  Spanish  settle- 
ments  in  America,  to  the  Spaniards  them- 
selves, was  not  the  effect  so  much  of  the 
Spanidi  policjr,  as  of  the  jealousv  which 
the  powers  or  Europe  entertamed  amoog 
themselves,  lest  any  other  should  acquire 
too  great  a  property  in  that  valuable  branch 
of  commerce.  Tliey  knew  that  while  the 
treasures  of  the  Indies  were  the  propertj 
of  the  Spaniards,  or  at  least  whue  they 
centred  in  Spain,  that*  sooner  or  later, 
dieir  subjects  must  have  a  nroportiooshle 
share ;  hecaxuie  that  monardiy  is  destitute 
of  many  of  the  advantages,  whk:h  the 
other  nations  of  Europe  enjoy,  from  their 
manufiictures  and  the  industry  of  their 
inhabitants;  and  that  oonse<|uaitly  it  wai 
not  in  the  power  of  the  Spaniards,  let  them 
have  never  such  an  aspiring  and  politic 
prince  at  their  head,  to  monopolize  these 
treasures.  Whereas,  should  too  Isrge  t 
share  of  them  come  into  the  hands  of  mj 
other  nation  in  Europe,  whoae  situstioiH 
power  or  trade,  render  them  pefhaps  al- 
ready formidable  fo  their  neiglioours,  thej 
might  be  employed  to  purposes  inconsis- 
tent with  the  peace  o£  Europe,  and  which 
might  one  day  prove  &tal  to  the  baUoce 
of  power,  that  ought  to  subsist  amongst 
her  several  princes.  In  such  a  case  there 
is  no  doubt  but  that  a  formidable  alliance 
would  be  made  against  the  jp>i^^^  ^^ 
aspiring;  and  should  the  di&rences  tt 
last  come  to  be  made  up  by  a  treaty,  it 
would  be  found  that  the  most  probable 
way  to  secure  the  general  peace,  is  to 
suffer  the  Spaniards  to  remain  in  the  same 
situation,  as  to  their  American  settle- 
ments, they  are  now  in.  I  know,  mj 
Lords,  that  in  the  same  year  in  which  ths 
tr^ty  of  Utrecht  was  concluded,  some 
stipulations  were  made  in  our  fiivour  as  to 
the  American  trade,  particukurly  the  con- 
tract for  importation  of  slaves  into  the 
Spanish  Indies,  which  was  made  ia  conse- 
quence of  the  12th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
commerce  at  Utrecht.  Three  years  after, 
we  likewise  obtained  a  treaty  of  dedara- 
tion  in  regard  to  the  said  slave  trade; 
which  treaty  was  confirmed  by  the  treaty 
of  Madrid,  which  was  condudied  five  yean 
after.  But,  my  Lords,  the  privileges  which 
we  gained  by  thfese  treaties,  and  the  exe« 
cution  of  them,  have  put  both  our  go?eni- 
ment  and  our  merchants  to  great  expence 
and  trouble  in  their  solicitktkms  at  that 
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court;  and  dip  olMtraotioiis  our  interetis 
net  with  there,  no  doubt,  were  secretly 
promoted  and  encouraged  by  some  of  our, 
neighbours;  who,  I  believe,  miffht  other- 
wise wish  us  Tery  well,  but  could  not,  for 
the  reasons  I  have  already  given,  bear  to 
see  any  alteration  made  in  the  American 
commerce,  that  mi^ht  endanger  the  ba- 
lance of  power,  which  the  princes  of  Eu- 
rope have  always  thought  so  necessary  to 
hear  quiet. 

From  these  considerations,  my  Lonis, 
were  there  no  other,  I  think  it  evidently 
^peare,  that  to  plunge  ourselves  into  a 
war  with  Spain,  before  we  left  them  inex- 
cusable in  tneir  conduct  towards  us,  would 
be  a  very  impolitic  step.  For,  if  we  meet 
with  success  in  such  a  war,  the  greater 
the  success,  the  greater  will  be  the  jea- 
lousy of  our  neighbours,  and  the  stronger 
their  endeavours,  jeither  secretly  or  open- 
ly, to  deprive  us  of  the  advantages  our 
anns  may  have  acquired.  If  the  war  is 
ODsaccessfiil  on  our  side,  it  will  confirm 
the  Spaniards  in  their  refusal  to  do  us  jus- 
tice, and  gratiiy  their  pride  and  insolenoe. 
Besides,  my  Lords,  let  our  success  in  a 
war  with  Spam  be  as  ^retit  as  the  best 
fiiend  to  Britam  could  wish ;  I  am  airaid, 
even  in  that  case,  our  other  merchants 
would  have  as  much  cause  to  complain  of 
our  courage,  as  our  West  India  merchants 
a&ct  to  do  of  our  forbearance.  Your 
lordships  are  to  consider,  that  the  French, 
by  observing  an  appearance  of  an  exact 
seutrality,  nuiy  run  away  with  the  most 
gainful  branches  of  our  commerce,  which 
sre  those  to  Portuj^al,  and  to  Turkey ;  our 
trade  to  Old  Spam  must  be  entirely  in 
their  hands,  and  our  trade  to  all  other 
places  rendered  precarious  by  their  pri- 
vateermg.  Thus,  in  the  end,  we  may  nnd 
ourselves  losers  by  our  conquests.  So 
that,  my  Lords,  there  is  no  occasion  for 
sny  one  to  be  surprized,  that  nw  violent  or 
precipitate  meaautnes  have  been  yet  entered 
into  apainst  Spain,  and.  Uiat  our  ministry 
has  hitherto  endeavoured  rather  to  per- 
suade than  to  compel.  I  say,  my  Lords, 
to  persuade ;  for  I  think  it  is  no  hard  mat- 
ter to  convince  a  Spaniard,  who  knows 
sny  thing  of  the  differences  betwixt  us  and 
that  court,  that  it  is  for  the  advantage  of 
his  nation,  that  the  matters  of  dispute  be- 
twixt OS  should  be  adjusted  in  an  amicable 
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a  prehide  to  what  they  themselvea  are  one 
day  to  expect  .This  conduct  will  con- 
vince all  our  neighbours,  my  Lords,  that 
we  have  no  design  to.  engross  any  part  of 
the  Spanish  monarchy  to  ourselves,  with, 
a  view  of  disturbing  the  peace  of  £urope, 
or  of  making  them  more  dependent  upon 
us ;  for  hereby  they  must  see  that  we  are 
forced  into  a  war,  in  which  we  are  sup- 
ported by  justice ;  and  that  we  are  acting 
from  no  -principle  either  of  ambition  or 
avarice,  but  solely  from  Uie  motives  by 
which  every  people  who  understands  or 
regards  their  own  interest  must  necessarily 
be  determined.  It  will  likewise  give  the 
king  of  Spain  time  to  reflect  both  on  his 
own  danger,  in  case  of  a  refusal,  and  to 
see  his  own  interest  in  case  of  a  compli- 
ance ;  and  if  he  has  been  imposed  lyon  by 
fiilse  representations  from  his  own  minis- 
ters, it  may  open  his  eyes,  and  make  him 
less  susceptible  of  such  inmressions  in  time 
to  come,  and  consequently  a  more  firm 
ally  to  Great  Britain. 

What  I  have  said,  my  Lords,  I  think  is 
sufficient  to  prove,  that  frequent  aoplica- 
tions  have  been  made  to  the  court  or  Spain 
on  the  part  of  his  Majes^,  *^  in  a  manner 
the  most  agreeable  to  treaties,  and  to  the 
peace  and  friendship  subsisting  between 
'  the  two  crowns."  -I  hope  your  lordships 
are  convinced,  that  our  ministers  both  at 
home  and  abroad  have  acted  for  the  ho* 
nour  and  interest  of  this  nation;  and  if 
any  of  your  lordships  will  take  the  pains 
to  compare  the  remonstrances  given  into 
the  court  of.  Spain  by  our  minister  there, 
with  the  resolutions  that  are  now  under 
our  consideration,  I  believe  it  will  be  found 
that  it  was  not  owing  to  any  defect  of  ap» 
pUcation  from  the  ministry,  that  we  have 
not  long  since  had  afuUana  ample  restitu- 
tion in  every  point.  It  was  owing  to  the 
obstinacy  of  ttie  Spanish  court,  and  that 
prince's  being  misinformed  and  imposed 
upon  as  to  the  subject  of  our  difierence, 
that  they  refused  us  satia&ction;  and  it 
was  owinff  to  a  tender  regard  for  tlie  in- 
terest of  wis  nation,  that  lus  Majesty  did 
not  employ  force  in  order  to  (4)tam  it. 
The  noble  lord  who  spoke  last,  was  pleased 
to  give  jrour  lordships  an  account  of  the 
situation  in  which  tilings  were  in  betwixt 
us  and  Srain,  when  the  treaty  of  the  dOth 
of  king  Charles  2,  was  granted.    But  I 


way*    For,  should  the  Spaniards  obsti-    believe  his  lordship  is  of  opinion,  that  our 


oatdy  refuse  to  come  into  reasonable 
ternw,  our  caus^  would  beqome  the  cause 
of  all  Europe;  every  power  in.  it  would 
look  upon  the  injustice  they  do  to  us,  as 


conduct  at  that  time  was  a  proof  rather  of 
the  power  than  of  the  justice,  or  soundness 
of  politics  of  our  nation.  The  Spaniards, 
it  IS  true,  were  not  tbiH  in  a  condition  to 
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iauke  head  agidnst  the  pomr  oTOi^aiid: 
but  the  oAet  ^pomtn  of  £<ff«|ie  kitte^ 
fered;  they  gN^jealoaB^leftyir  die  Spa* 
niah  settlementa  fiboiild  he  rubied  iia  Ame- 
rica hy  itteans  <)f  our  depredations,  they 
might  be  deprived  of  the  advanta^  they 
dr^  firom  their  commerce  with  Old 
Spam ;  and  diough  at  that  time,  tfiere  W8to 
BO  goad  understanding  betwixt  the  French 
and  Spanish  edarts,  yet  tbelVench  thought 
it  much  ^aore  fbr  their  interest,  that'tfae* 
8|)a(iish  settlemenls  in  Amerioa  should  re- 
main annexed  so  diatdrowtt,.than  that  any 
of  them  should  (all  into  -our  hands':  and  it 
appears,  diat  the  Dutch,  those  rivals  (yf 
our  trade,  hare  tJways  been'of  thesame 
opinion.  ^Hierefore,  my  Lords,  it  was  not 
from  any  laclinatK^n,  or  any  pecuniary 
considqiation,  that  we  had  to  accommadate 
differenees  with,  or  to  prev^t  depreda" 
tions  upon  the  Spaniards  in  America,  that 
we  aereed  to  a  treaty  whidi  they  thoucht 
80  advantageous  to  themselves;  but  be- 
cause  we.  were  simsible,  that  if  we  delayed 
any  longer  to  do  them  jnsiice,  the  other 
powers  of  £urope»wowd  iaterpose  and 
exert  themselves  m  (aVonr  of  the  laniards, 
this,  my  Lords^  was  the  true  reason  why 
we  gmnted  thirai  th^  American  treaty; 
and  this  must  be  th^  Case  at  aDiimes,  when 
we  or  any  other  "power  in  Europe  shall,  by 
the  superiority  of  a  naval  force,  endanger 
any  fwrt  of  die  Spanish  aoouisitions  in 
America.  I  bdieve,-  as  the  noole  lord  ob- 
served, the  Spaniards  at  the  same  time  re- 
mitted to  us  the  payment  of  a  considerable 
sum;  but,  myEords,  had  theiebeenno 
other  reasop-to  oblige  us,  we  could  easily 
have  found  a  pretence  for  reftutnff  the  pay- 
ment of  that  suni;  and  the  samelorce  that 
proted«d  us-  against  their  resentment  in 
our  depredations,  would  have  protected  us 
in  our  refusal  to  pay  what  was  owing  to 
them.  Thev  ^ving  up  so  considerably  a 
demand  mig^t  indeed  have  great  influence 
over  a  couH,  i^hich  stood,  so  much  in  <ieed 
of  money  as  tiiat  of  king  Charles  S  jge« 
nerally  did ;  but  it  is  plaih  our  princ^ 
motive  was,  the  ajpprehensians  we  were 
under,  lest  our  neighbours  should  make 
the  Spanish  quarrel  their  own. 

The  noble  lord  who  E^oke  last»  seemed 
to  insinuate,  that  the  ministry  had  acted 
in  a  pusillanimoua  manner,  by  bearing 
so  long  with  the  insolence  of  the  Spa^ 
niards:  I  hope  I  have  shewed,  that  the 
measures  they  have  taken,  have  been  both 
just  and  necessary.  What  benefits  would 
have  ensiled  firora  more  precipitate  me- 
Aods  oC  fttct^eedmg,  what  advantages  we 
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could  have  proposed  fromrfuM^t  intst 
war  witfi  Spahiy'iio  lord  has  yei  mnnnsi 
us.  'Riedebta  contracted  in  liielaieiw 
lie  yet  heavy' on  the  natioa,  and  who  but 
her  enemies  can  think  widi  patiMioeof 
adding  to^ieburdeii  t 

The  advantagesy  if  any,  that  we  sbaD 
gain,  may  entail  ahotl»r  war  upon  m,  bj 
^whidballBuropemqrbesetonfire;  wtat* 
ev^.we  get  by  a  war,  must  be  by  employ* 
ing  bur  naval  force,  either  in  making  coo- 
quests  in  Ammca,  or  in^Bfladda|;  and 
seinng  the  Plite-ieet«  Whatefer  ac^' 
vsitiems  oar  arms  lalmrgainw  in  Amehca, 
the  trelity  for  restorfrig  peace,  as  I  have 
shavn,  will  probsUy  taw  tmcj;  and  aii 
ddieriiations  in  Europe  are  too  much  in* 
terested  in  their  Plate-fleet,  not  to  aaite 
,thdr  endeavours  to  secure  it  from  us,  m, 
:at  least,'to  redami  the  treasure  we  ma^jr 
take  in  dibse  ships.  Any  attempt  of  tbn 
nature  would  endanger  die  frieildsh^  of 
our  best  allks/  and  then  I  should  not  be 
surprised  to  hear  tMr  mieistry  as  much 
bhmied  for  disobliging  omr  fV-ieinds,.  a^  nam 
fyt  ehcouraging  our  enemies;.  It  is  mod^ 
mora  safe  for  others  to  censure  and  direct, 
than  fbr  ministeratd  aet:  and  siice  I  sat 
in  this  House,  my  Lords,  when  a  #ar  %1lb 
Spain  was  thought  just  and  necessaiy  by 
his  Majestvand  the  nunistiy,  itwa8  0|h 
posed  by  those  who  are  now  loudest  in 
their  complaints  against  pactfie  measores. 
.  This,  my  liorcb,  cannot  out  create  a  sas- 
picion,  that  the  outcries  of  some  agaizat 
the  government  do  not  proceed  so  mud) 
from  a  spirit  of  patriotism,  as  of  oppoa- 
tion.  And  I  believe  t%ere  is  nofliing  thqr 
so  much  dread^  as  our  entering  mto  a 
v^orous  war,  which  would  depnve  tfcen 
of  the  oidy  grounds  of  opposition  that  die 
conduct  of  the  ministry  has  left  tbeou 
The  only  thinjg-  thev  are  more  afraid  of| 
.is  the  prevention  of^a  war,  br  a fUD  coo- 
.  cession  of  all  our  demands:  but  ftr  be  it 
.  from  me  to  imagine  tiiat  sudi  ungeneroos 
;  sentiments  can  have  infected  jrour  lord- 
ships, who  w2I  doubtless  rejoice  in  the  iio- 
ttour  and  prosperi^  of  your  counby,  whe- 
ther secured  by  the  power  of  rictoribitf 
arms,  or  the  less  hazardous  means  of  treaty 
and  negodatioDB. 

;   Jhe  Bad  i^Ckestsrfidd  : 

Myliovds;  If  I  rightly  ubdaisland^  the 
npble  duke,  he  has  endeatdanfd'tD  prov<^ 
that  nothing  more  could  'have*  beta  dose 
for  the  b<moQr  of  this  nation,  than  M 
been  done  in  onr  present  Mtmie»'^ 
SpaJn  by  <mr  jRamisters  i  anMiaf  ft  is  ast 
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doie.  I  ttenlbn  ttut,  ttiy  Lm^t'to  tlMr# 
that  the  Spamrii  mgoarcn  can  nike  hiai' 
ttlf  obeyad'bjr  hii  A]iierkao'«ub}6<iti  fljai* 
9ovenMirt»  when  he  has  aa  intarest  to  gra* 
tify;  faut  that  motm  no  sooner  oeatet^ 
than  he  and  hia  court  are  cofitented  thai 
tbeir  ordert  ahcnild  be  diadbe^edi  and  their 
mcentaona  miiiiJiderBtood  by  their  •emmta 
and  oSeaei;  aod  therefore  we  can  never 
hope  lor  the  due  execution  of  any  treaty 
witb  Span  in  our  farour^  if  we  shookl 
leave  it  in  her  power  to  dude  it.  Tliii  k 
a  pointy  mj  Lords,  which  wiU  not  admit  of 
the  least  dispute,  if  we  cooaidar  ia  what 
manner  those  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Se* 
Yille,  that  were  in  our  finronr,  have  been 
executed.  The  4th  article  of  that  treaty 
runs  in  the  fdiowing  terms  x  **  It  having;: 
been  agieed.bythe  preMn^inary4rticles» 
that  the  oommeroe  of  Great  Bfit^n  anA 
France,  as  wall  in  £iin»e  as  in  thelndies# 
shoold  be  re  establiihedon  Ae  foot  of  tksi 
tieatieB  and  conventions  antecedent  to  ths 
lltfa  year  of  king  George  1,  and  partico^ 
Uuiy,  that  the  commerce  e£  Great  Britain 
in  Aiierica  8hodhl4>e  exierdsed  aa  faeire»' 
tofose ;  it  is  agreed  by  the  present  artide^ 
thaa  dl  neoeMai^orderei'sfaaU  be  dis|N^^ 
en  both  aides  without  any  dday,  if  they 
have  net  been  seat  already,  as  well  for  the 
execution  of  the  add  trwties«  as  for  sop* 
plying  what  may  be  wanting  &rthe  cnlife 
ffc  cstahlinhmeht  of  omnmerce,  on  tho^set 
of  the-sdd  treaties  and  convtenlions«'t 
How  well  this  article  has  been  observedj^ 
the  list  of  captures  before  your  Lordsh^ 
will  make  appear.  Can  it  be  pretended 
that^  since  the  treaty  of  Seville,  we  have 
eo|ojredthe  benefit  of  one  qftide  of  the 
treaties  conduded  betwixt  tis.  and  9pd» 
before  the  11th  ysar  of  kinff-  Geei^  \i 
Or.rather  do  not  the' dreunminces,  w^th 
i^ich  dmost  evesy  capttne  of  our  shipd 
has  been  attended,*  prove,  that  .the  Spa^ 
niards  utterly  disregard  th^se  treaties? 
On  our  side,  indeed,  this  attide  has  been 
punctually  observed,  nor  do  I  fad  an  in^ 
stance  of  any'infringemeni.  of  it  by  our 
Subjects  in  America,  whosften^  seeia 
to  have  been  bound  up  on  purposd 
that  the  Spaniards  miffht  proofed- mthehr 
violences  and  depre£itiod»  with  inkpot 
nity. 

By  other  artkles  of  the  same  4reatjr  it 
appears,  that  the  Spaaivds  were  even 
then  determined  that  we  should  not  reap 
Any  advantage  from  it,  kmger  than  .tiB 
tbeir  own  purposes  were  seiJved.  Had  we 
opoa,  and  obtained  an  imrntidt* 
nf  the  daftmoes  our  aser- 


tobeinraliedtD  ihe  king  of  Spdn,  but 
ttkiittBasterB^thatwetovenot  hadaa* 
tidutioo;  «Had  the  iajorica  we  safiiefed, 
vof  Lords,  been  of  a  uioft  continuanoa ; 
hai  they  been  of  no  older  date  than  three 
or  lour  years,  the  noble  duke's  argubients 
ni^  hive  aivett  me  a  very  favounUe  inn : 

C'nofue  conduct  of  our  oiinistry*  I 
diatthe  fimns  of  the  Spanish  courts 
of  justwe,  togedier  with  the  natml 
phlegm  of  that  people,  subject  those  who 
uve  say  thing  oepending  before  them,  to 
greet  incanvenience  and  unieasonabie  de- 
Jsjs.  But,my  Lorda,  when  I  redect  that 
ire  have  complained,  and  complained  with 
justioe,  dwre  tweatv  years,  I  cannot  hdp 
iookiog  on  sudi  delays  as  an  dMokrte  do- 
usl  of  redress,  and  oonduding  diat  the 
SpsDkrdshMOnd  to  sdl  us  theb  firiendsfatp 
at  00  less  piiee  than  the  possasakm  of  oar 
setdeawnts  ia.  America,  and  the  exdasive 
lovereignty  of  dioae  seas.  .  Svcrv  man 
unit  be  condnoed  of  this  tftrth,  who  has 
hdso  oaportunity  of  observing  how  their 
conduct  MS  varied  inptoportlon  as  thvf 
hd  say  thing  4a  hope  or  to  fear  horn  this 
nttioD.  About  twenty  veirs  1^,  their  in- 
a)lenoepoovokod  his  Mqestyto  give  such 
isatmctMos  to  his  adoairal,  as  made  them 
ied  the  cftcla  of  our  resentment  Ibr  se^ 
venil  jpnrsb  During  all  that  time  our 
meidomls  weea,.  I  thmk,  nret^  free  ^em 
'     I  of  the  Spanish  depaeda^ 


iny  ^^ 

tioos.  But  no  sooner  haa  that  court  re- 
covered ftvm  the  consternation,  into  which 
the  locoess  of  our  arms  had  thrown  her, 
ad  itrengthcned  herself  with  new  d- 
bttces,  tmn  her  guarda  castas  renewed 
^eir  violences,  and  we  our  fhudess  soli- 
citstioBs.  In  this  state  affiura  continued 
tfll  the  treaty  of  Seville.  At  that  time,  aa 
iw  Loidifaips  know,  the  court  of  Spdn 
AdodefirvooriSe  pdnt  in  view,  which  she 
coald  aever  fatve  obtained  without  our  as- 
sutaace  and  fsiendship;  this  was  the  in- 
trodoctkmofOoiifCarlos  into  Italy  with 
6,000  Soaiush  troops,  in  direct  viektkm  of 
one  of  the  ptincind  articles  of  the  quad- 
nipieattianceb  We  even  consented  to  tins 
>^ration,  thoush  we  thereby  haxarded 
the  friendship  of  our  dd  and  frmdiy,  tfie 
Miperar,  vrho  by  that  mtroductioB  tes 
"nee  lost  most  ef  the  possessions  he  en*: 
]oyed  in  ltdy.  While  this  negodatioo 
*tt  iipoirtlleiasne^  and  wWIe  we  seemed 
{0  msketi^diaearty  of  gratiMng  the  am-» 
bitioQe^iS»^(,fy^«|,geettofSiMdn,  there 
— '--*^c»iefAdrhossOit&s:  for  in 
nowbdljscns,Ido 
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diants  then  complained  of,  tliat  could 
never  have  answered  the  intentions  of  the 
Speniardfl,  which  were  to  put  off  this  point 
lafi  they  had  got  their  fitvourite  scneme 
brought  about  by  our  assistance.  Ac- 
cordinglyy  by  the  6th  article  of  the  same 
treaty  we  fino,  that  **  commissaries  should 
be  nominated  with  sufficient  powers  on  the 
part  of  their  Britannic  and  Catholic  ma^ 
jestlesy  who  shall  assemUe  at  the  court  of 
Spain,  within  the  space  of  four  months 
after  die  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of 
die  present  treaty,  or  sooner  if  it  can  be 
done,  to  examine  and  decide  what  con- 
cerns the  ships  and  effects  taken  at  sea  on 
either  side,  to  the  time  specified  in  the 
preceding  article.  The  said  commissaries 
shall  likewise  examine  and  decide,  accord* 
ing  to  the  treaties,  the  renective  preten- 
sions that  relate  to  the  abuses  that  are 
supposed  to  have  been  committed  in  com- 
merce, as  wdl  in  the  Indies  as  in  Europe, 
and  all  the  other  respective  pretensions  in 
America,  founded  on  treaties,  whether 
wi^  respect  to  the  limits  or  otherwise. 
The  said  commissaries  shall  likewise  dis- 
cuss and  decide  the  pretensions  whicb  the 
long  of  Spain  may  nave,  by  virtue  of  the 
treaty  of  ttie  7th  m  king  Greorge  1 ,  for  the 
restitution  of  the  ships  taken  by^the  Bri- 
tish fleet  in  the  5th  of  the  said  king.  'And 
the  said  commissaries,  after  having  ex- 
amined, discussed,  and  decided  the  aDove> 
said  points  and  pretensions,  shall  make  a 
report  of  their  proceedings  to  their  Bri- 
tannic and  CatnoMc  majesties,  who  pro- 
mise that  within  the  space  of  six  months 
after  the  making  of  the  said  report,  they 
will  cause  so  be  executed,  punctually  and 
exactly,  what  shall  have  been  so  decided 
by  the  said  commissaries." 

This  article,  my  Lords,  seems  to  have 
been  inserted  into  the  treaty,  oni  purpose 
that  all  the  advantages  we  could  expect  by 
it  might  be  frustrated.  Before  the  com- 
missaries could  meet  and  decide  upon  the 
several  pretensions  of  the  contracting 
powers,  the  Spaniards  were  sure  the  de- 
sign they  proposed  by  the  treaty  would 
be  effectedL  Accordingly  we  found,  that 
no  sooner  had  our  arms  and  councUs  in- 
troduced Don  Carlos  into  Italy,  than  new 
difficulties  against  th^  meeting  of  the  com- 
missaries were  started ;  and  when  they 
met,  not  one  point  that  concerned  the 
purpose  of  their  meeting  was  adjusted. 
Ana,  my  Lords,  it  is  remarkable,  that 
though  the  8th  article  of  the  same  treaty 
gives  the  commissaries  three  ^ears  from  the 
signmg  of  the  treaty  to  finish  their  com* 
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inission,  yet  by  the  9th  article  we  find 
that  the  6^000  men  of  the  king  of  Spsin'i 
troops  and  in  hispay,are  to  be  introdaoed 
into  the  garrisoned  places,  without  loss  of* 
time.  Au  these  circumstances,  when  conh 
pared  together,  most  give  every  one  strong 
mdinations  to  believe  that  the  Spaniards 
never  meant  to  fulfil  one  article  of  that 
treaty,  so  ftur  as  it  was  in  our  &vour ;  and 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  our  ministeTs 
both  here  and  at  the  court  of  Spain,  have 
been  monstrously  imposed  iroon,  in  not 
obtaining  from  tlie  Spaniards  ctear  and  ex- 
plfdt  reasons  why  that  treaty  was  not  ixA- 
filled  on  their  parts,  as  wdl  as  it  has  been 
on  ours.  Had  this,  my  Lords,  been 
done,  his  Majesty  and  his  parlianioat  might 
have  judged  what  measures  were  neon- 
aary  to  oblige  the  Spaniards  to  regard  the 
fiiiUi  of  treaties,  ana  our  miaislers  stood 
so  fiff  acquitted.  This  way  of  procxediog 
must  likewise  have  prevented  the  scan- 
dalous msults  that  have  wounded  tBe  ho- 
nour of  this  nation,  and  the  unjust  depre- 
dations that  have  almost  destroyed  the 
fireedom  of  her  commerce.  And,  my 
Lords,  though  it  should  be  granted,  that 
the  iqpplicationB  made  on  the  part  of  his 
Maj^^  at  the  court  of  Spain  ha?  e 
been  in  the  manner  the  moat  agreeable  to 
treaties,  yet  give  me  leave  to  say,  thej 
have  not  been  made  m  the  manner  that 
was  most  agreeable  to  the  sense  and  the 
interest  of  this  kingdom. 

The  noble  duke  seemed  to  be  of  opinion, 
that  if  we  should  now  enter  into  a  war 
with  Spain  we  mi^t  awaken  the  jedoosy, 
and  draw  upon  us  the  iU  offices  of  the 
other  powers  in  Europe.  My  Lords,  1 
am  far  from  thinking  war  eligmle  when  it 
is  not  necessary ;  but  if  it  cannot  be  denied 
to  be  sometimes  necessaiy,  let  the  noble 
duke  shew  us  when  it  can  be  more  so,  than 
at  present :  if  his  argument  proves  that 
we  must  not  now  assert  our  rights  bj 
arms,  it  proves  equally  that  we  must  never 
assert  thiem.  I  am  entirely  of  his  grace's 
opinion,  that  the  preservation  of  the 
Spanish  dominions  in  America  in  that  crown 
has  been  a  point  much  regarded  by  the 
powers  of  Europe  ;  but  why  should  they 
be  less  jealous  or  an  exori)itant  growth  of 
the  strength  of  Spain  there,  than  the  just 
privileges  of  the  British  commerce  ?  Or 
why  should  we  imagine  that  the  princes 
of  Europe  should  resent  the  enforcement 
of  treaties  in  whidi  themsehes  concurred? 
Neither  the  capacitv  of  our  ncgociatois» 
nor  the  honesty  of  our  neighbours  sre 
much  Goipplimented  by  this  suppontioa- 
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I  tbmk  we  hsfe  already  giTcn  sufficient 
prooft,  thai  neither  avarice  nor  ambition 
barean^  share  in  our  demands  upon  Spain; 
nor  is  It  to  be  imagined^  if  our  ministers 
had  talked  in  a  higher  strain,  that  France 
and  Holland,  the  powers  which  the  noble 
duke  seems  most  to  apprehend,  would  have 
been  jealous  of  any  attempt  to  dismember 
the  Spanish  monarchy.  The  first  of  these 
powers  seems  at  present  too  intent  up<m 
other  pursuits,  to  meddle  in  any  commer- 
cial dmerences  betwixt  us  and  Spain  t  and 
I  believe  she  has  entered  into  no  private 
stipulations  to  fitvour  that  crown,  m  caae 
of  a  rupture ;  for  how  could  such  stipula^ 
tioDS  have  escaped  the  vigilance  of  our  mi* 
nlsters  I  The  noble  duke  nimself  gave  us  a 
very  good  reason  to  believe,  that  France 
would  continue  neutral;  which  is,  that 
they  cannot  gain  so  much  by  making  them- 
lelves  parties  in  the  war,  as  they  may  gain 
by  observing  an  exact  neutrality,  as  they 
have  thereby  an  opportunity  of  engrossing 
the  most  valuable  Dranches  of  our  com- 
merce with  Portugal,  Spain  and  Turkey. 
So  that  if  this  argument  of  the  noble  duke's 
be  good,  we  cotud  have  had  nothing  to  ap- 
prehend from  any  immediate  interposition 
of  France  in  fovour  of  Spain.  But  I  think 
even  this  fear  is  chimerical;  for  though 
duriog  th^  heat  of  war,  our  commerce  in 
those  parts  might  be  interrupted,  yet  it 
moat  soon  return  to  its  former  channel. 
The  PortUjg^uese  would  be  g[u3ty  of  the 
most  egregious  folly  and  ingratitude,  should 
they  g^fer  any  other  nation  in  Europe  to 
^riral  us  in  trade  with  them.  TheSpmiards 
themselves  must  purchase  our  commodi- 
ties; which  haa  given  rise  to  this  proverb 
m  Spain,  *  Peace  with  En^and,  and  war 
'  wiui  all  the  worid  besides.'  And,  my 
I'Ords,  as  to  our  Turkey  trade,  I  do  not  see 
what  the  French  could  have  done  more  in 
ft  time  of  war  with  Spain  to  supplant  us 
there,  than  they  are  doing  every  oay.  The 
Dutch  on  the  other  hand  have  long  com- 
plained of  the  same  treatment  firom  Spain 
that  we  complain  of;  and  should  we  enter 
into  a  war  with  Spain,  all  the  rules  of  po- 
licy oblige  them  to  second  our  attempts. 
I  bdieve  indeed  that  the  present  situation 
of  their  public  affiurs,  is  such  as  deprives 
them  of  toe  means  of  giving  us  that  assist- 
ance which  both  their  inchnations  and  in- 
terests direct.  But,  I<lare  say,  my  Lords^ 
that  tf  they  are  not  able  to  afford  us  their 
good  dices,  we  shall  have  no  reason  to  be 
^^  of  their  ill  ones.  However,  bad  as 
raeir  drcumstances  may  appear,  if  my  in- 
fonnatioii'  is  true,  they  have  not  put  up 


with  the  depredations  and  Insults  of  the 
Spaniards  so  tamely  as  some  of  their  nei^- 
bours,  who  are  much  more  capable  of 
doing  themselves  justice.  Nor  can  I  hear 
that  their  conduct  has  been  as  yet  attended 
with  any  bad .  consequences ;  and  if;  my 
Lords,  there  were  any  danger  of  their  re- 
penting of  the  resolution  with  which  they 
nave  acted,  I  think  we  ought  to  assist  them 
as  much  as  possible.  But  I  believe  their 
conduct  may  have  a  contraryr  effect ;  and 
may  make  the  Spaniards  sensible  how  dan- 
gerous it  is  to  provoke  a  people  who  have 
no  other  means  of  subsisting  but  conunerce^ 
and  whose  merchants  are  the  support  of 
their  state. 

As  to  the  instances  the  noble  duke  gave, 
in  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  yield  a 
little  from  the  rigour  of  our  demands ;  so 
far  as  I  have  looked  into  the  b'st  of  cap- 
tures, and  the  papers  lying  be$>re  us,  I 
cannot  find  that  any  British  ship,  seized  - 
by  the  Spaniards,  upon  the  strictest  exa- 
mination, amean  to  have  been. concerned 
in  the  prohioited  trade  with,  their  setde- 
ments.  I  see,  indeed,  many  instances  of 
our  ships  and  men  being  seized,  against 
whom  nothing  can  be  pretended  but  that 
they  were  within  sight  of  the   Spanish 

,  coast ;  1  see  that  others  were  seized  for 
reasons  stiil  more  frivolous,  and  several  for 
no  reason  at  all ;  at  least,  for  no  other  rea^ 
son  than  that  they  were  British  vessds: 

^And,  my  Lords^  granting  it  is  true,  as  the 
noble  duke  alledges,  that  some  of  our  mer- 
chants carry  on  a  prohibited  trade  in  tha 
Spanish  dominions  in  America,  that  ca» 
never  take  away  the  justice  of  entering 
mto  a  war,  in  order  to  force  the  Spaniards 
to  observe  their  faith,  and  to  indemnify  the 
fiur  traders  of  this  nation,  whom  they  nave 
robbed  and  plundered.  For  I  wiB  sup- 
pose, that  if  any  of  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  have  been  concerned  in  such  illicit 
trade,  the  Spanish  governors  have  done  all 
they  could  to  prevent  it,  and  have  seized 
their  vessels  as  often  as  they  have  had  op- 
portunity. But  these  instanees  never  can 
become  a  national  concern,  because  it  is 
no  more  than  if  a  government  were  to 
punish  a  hiehwayman  or  a  pirate.  Besides, 
my  Lords,  I  cannot  understand  the  law  of 
punishing  a  man, and  then  trying  him;  for 
such,  I  apprehend,  is  the  case  which  the 
noble  duke  brought;  to  prove  that  there 
wias  a  necessity  to  treat  with  the  Spaniards 
before  we  fight  with  them.  If  a  Spanish 
guarda  costa  should,  in  a  suspected  lati- 
tude, board,  and  make  prize  of  a  British 
vessel,  and  when  the  process  of  confisca- 
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Uop  eomeft  lo  h^  carriied  cm> if  ilfihmdd 
appear  that  ti)e  goods  on  board  the  BrlUsii 
vessel  had  beeu  takon  in  at  ono  of  the 
Spanish  port«  in  America ;  I  shall  jiot  eatec 
into  the  dispute  how  &r  such  ship  became 
/  a  law&l  prize ;  but  I  think  it  can  admit  of 
no  dispute,  that  tlie  owners  and  crew  of 
that  ihip  were  punished  before  they  were 
tried:  For  I  take  it  to  be  a  very  great 
hardship  put  upon  the  nmster  and  crew  of 
a  yes^iy  that  they  are  stopped  from  pro* 
cteding  on  their  Toyage,  and  should  be 
glad  to  know,  if  it  had  appeared  that  such 
a  vessel  had  not  been  concerned  in  an  il« 
licit  trade,  how  her  owners  could  have  re* 
covered    damases    from    the    Spaniards. 

'  ^erefore,  my  Lords,  though  I  know  that 
the  &st  resolution  we  have  come  to,  may 
prevent  the  Spanish  practice  of  stopping 
and  searching  our  vesiels  on  any  pretence 
whatsoever  for  the  future,  yet  I  cannot  set 

•  why  our  miniaters  should  not  have  sent,  in 
plam>terma,.  to  the  court  of  Spain,  that 
there  is  not.  one  instance  of  their  depreda* 
iions  for  which  we  require  reparation,  that 

*  *wa«  no^  a  direct  breach  of  their  friendahip 
with  us ;  and,  my  Lords,  though  I  am  far 
from  thinking  that  any  one  of  theae  in- 
stances was  a  suflicient  reason  for  our 
toeaking  with  Spain,  yet  I  think,  that  if 

•  ihftt  court  pretended  to  justify  any  <jS  the 
oiqKtures  that  appear  in  the  list  before  us, 
vre  had  acted  bolh  prudently  and  honestly 
bad  mp  forced,  them  to  have  renounced 
their  oiaiat;  beeawse  there  can  be  no  rea^ 
eons  given  for  their  malting-  prise  of  any 
MM  of  these  vessels,  that  would  not 
IKiually  justify  their  making  prise  of  aU  the 
gnerdiant-men  hia  Majesty^  has  in  his 
fiorts. 

•  The  nobk  duke  was  pleaacd  to  give  us 
«ji  acoottnl,  irom  the  copies  of  the  koemo* 
mak  lyln^  before  us,  of  the  instances  made 
hf  our  mmister  at  the  court  of  Spam;  and 
lufl  grace  seemed  lo  be  of  opinion,  that  no^ 
^ing  was  (knitted  by  him  that  could  be 
HfgA  In  ftvour  of  our  merchants.  My 
ii^ds,  rshallfor  ionee  grant  that  this  is 
Ikct  But  giveme  leave  to  say  that  the 
Spaniards  are^  for  that  reaaoo,  the  more 
jnexeusable;  and  we  might  have  been  more 
•asily  justified,  had  we  proceeded  lo  ether 
'  ntgumenta  than  those  m  the  jnatmctionf 
^dmsmoriala.  Therefove^  upon  the  n^hofa^ 
i  eannot  help  being  of  epinioiH  thai  «e 
liwre  not  acied,  in  tUa  aftir,  with  that 
vwour  and  resohitldB»  wfaidt  the  dignilr^ 
•of  biir  (ireiwa,  or  the  impovlanca  of  tM  si* 
Ihir  veqairedi  Bui  where  the  ftidt  liai»  X 
.    «liall  not  pretSBd  Iq  pcini  cut 
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My  Lords ;  I  begka^e  to  rfiptvcthgt 
the  noble  lord^  who^ke  hi^si(coisto 
have  lost  view  of  the  prinqipal  iqiteatim  of 
the  resolutions  noii^  before  vs ;  if^xM  is, 
if  I  sa»,  npt  mistaken,  to  lay  bef<|ra  ooi 
most  gracious  sovereign  the  sense  (vf  thii 
House,  with:  regard  to  those  points  that 
ought  to .  be  it^  Basis  o[  aay  future  nego* 
oiation  with  $pai9i<^i«n4  at  the  saaiietiine, 
to  give  his  Maj$4/  the^atrongefit  jmkut- 
aaoeiofourxesoktiQQ-tosta^  li^himi^ 
those  meo^urea  he  shajl  jjodg^^mt  effiec* 
tual  for  preserving  our  righ^  jrf'dft^pBerce, 
and  obtaining  ^twfactioi^  fipv  the  domigei 
that  our  merchants  have  s^atained  by  tte 
Spaniards  :  but  {  humbly  presiime^tbatat 
present  we  are  not  met  to.  ^psure  th^ 
conduct  of  his  Majesty's  miiu^tecs  for  whai 
is  past. 

I  think  the  noble  duke  made  it  voao'* 
swerably  plain,  from  the  very  words  of  our 
memorial  presented  to  the  Court  oC  Spaioi 
that:we  hate,  in  the  strongettt  term  u- 
swtedour  claim  to^  a  fcea  and  uninter- 
rupted navi^don  01  the  American  teas; 
and  this  1  thmk  the  noble  Iciiid  who  spoke 
last  seemed  to  allow,  for  h^  lorMup  ^^ 
not  mention  any  particular  points  in  which 
their  representations,  to  that  purpose  were 
defretive.  But,  9ays  die  noble  lord,  wbj 
were*we  contented  with  giving  in  memo- 
rials  ami  repreaentations  i  or  why  did  we 
so  tamely  bear  the  breach  of  thi^  treaty  of 
Seville?  This,  my  Lords,  I  take  to  be  tlie 
whole  of  what  hia  lordship  has  iniusled  oa; 
and,  in  my  opiniM*  it  admita  of  a  verj 
sheet  answ^*  lamedi^Iy  afWr  that 
trealT,  the  alaim  of  Eurone,  4om  ^o&tio- 
j^encte  th*t  wave  uaavoiaahle,  aiMl  'wpo*- 
mU^  to  be  forefeet,  took  a  yeipy  unex- 
peeled  turii ;  such  a  turn,  mv  Lotds,  s» 
tendered  it  ^ghfy  unadvisable  ia  us  to 
enter  into  an  immediate  war  with  Spain. 
But,  .my  Lords,  though  our  fQibearaace 
mi^tperhafM  have  but^  too  ma^encoa- 
ra^  them  in  their,  intorrupdoi^  of  ^ 
Anierican  tilde,  this  encouragement  vas 
anm^  oompanaated  by  an  increase  of  osr 
trade,  which  hy  means  of  our  neuttsl^ 
we  e^ioyed  with  ollier'plaeea  of  thevofU. 
while  most  of  our  neighbaQia  ^^^ 
iealvad  in  quarrels  wiih  one  aaothsr* 
llaa  oar  chim  upon  the  Spaaisrds  m 
iaidaed  uponipeiy good growds  ddm<lf 
hut  oat  given  up;  and  i%  Vf^^^.^ 
whea  iba  proper  lima  cam%  we  did  not 
ftillaiasasrtit. 


I  genereUy  obasm^  vqp  Lard^  that 
idieB  thia  salasect  ia  n^aatipa^  M  ^ 
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pmfhAtrnmiM  (I  hope  ire  have  m  (»r- 
tiet  nriMs  Hmise)  wy  go  vety  near  to 
ttUrt  liiat  ihtfte  is  not  a  shilling  comes 
f6Q5'bjMrt)radewith  any  other  ^uuter 
of  tbtf  worid  hot  with  America*  My 
Lordti  I  tfclmoirledffe  that  our  American 
trade  is  verj^  beneficial,  but  I  neither 
think  tintt  me  S|>aniard8  have  entirely 
^uiDoi  Hj  nor  that  it  would  have  been 
pmdent in  us  to  have  endangered  these- 
fieral  iaterests  of  the  nation,  before  %e 
several  loMes  our  merchants  complain  of 
had  been  verified  upon  a  parliamentafy 
otqiiity.  I  shall  kcadily  allow  that  they 
are  now  properly  vondiedv  and  that  the 
mmistiy  will  act  a  part  very  inconsistent 
wi^  the  good  of  the  kingdom,  if  they  do 
not  exert  diemselves  in  sudi  a  manner  as 
may  procure  us  ample  satisfaction.  But 
if  this  is  obtained  by  negociation,  it  must 
bemadi  more  agreeable  to  those  who  have 
the  interest  of  their  country  alone  at 
beart,  than  if,  in  order  to  obtam  it,  we 
rush  into  a  war,  of  which  ndbody  can 
foresee  the  consequences.  His  Majesty, 
by  the  seasonable  preparations  he  has 
mad^  add  the  orders  he  has  ghren,  will 
make  Spain  and  all  the  world  sensible  that 
he  is  resolved  upon  the'altemative,  either 
of  obtaining  an  advantageous  peace,  or 
entering  into  an  immediate  war.  And, 
my  Loras,  we  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
tost  bis  Majesty's  conauct  has  had  one 
good  effect,  by  inducing  the  king  of  Spain 
U>  give  orders  for  releasing  such  of  our 
ttilors  aa  were  imprison^.  This,  my 
I^ds,  made  a  considerable  article  of  our 
merchants  complaints;  and  why  may  we 
Mt  hope  for  as  efiectual  a  redress  as  to  the 
o(h«r  Artides  >  Or,  #hy  should  any  lord 
B^  any  diffioilty  of  agreeing  to  a  Reso- 
lotioB,  which  is  sostron^y  supported b^  the 
pApera  lymg  upon  our  time  ?  Our  giving 
fheworid  reason  to  suspect  that  his  Mav 
j^  is  in  served  by  his  ministers,  when 
the  coBtitury  appears  so  evidently,  can 
jjever  coqtmute  to  the  recovery  of  our 
honour  and  the  discouragement  of  our 
^i^^nuea.  And  I  cannot  but  be  of  the 
noble  lord'a  optniop,  who  said,  that  our 
^nmnity  m  this  affiur  was  the  most  ef- 
^ual  eaq>edient  fi>r  promoting  our  in- 
tereit 

Upon  the  question,  the  first  Res<rfution, 
tt  it  stood  amended,  and  the  other  Reso- 
wtioBs,  aa  proposed  by  the  noble  lord, 
^^.agreedrto  without  any  division ;  and 
I  committee  being  named  to  draw  up  an 
Address  to  his  A&jesty,  wi6i  the  Resolu- 
^>ona,  After  hanng  rettred  a  atnall  time, 
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Ihcrjr  letufttBd-wifh  m  Address  drawn  up. 
vHuch  was  agreed  t6  without  division,  and 
presented  next  day  by  the  whdte  House  to 
nis  Majes^. 

The  Lords*  Address  to  the  King  on  the 
Spmwish  Depredations'^  TheAd£easwas 
as  follows : 

**  Most  gracious  Sovereign ; 

^  We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  an^ 
loyal  subjects,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  in  Parliament  assembled,  having 
taken  into  our  serious  consideration  the 
many  unjust  violences  and  depredations 
committed  by  the  Spaniards,  upon  the 
persons,  sliips,  and  effects  of  divers  of 
your  Majes^'s  subjects  in  America,  have 
come  to  the  following  Resolutions,  which 
we  bog  leave  in  the  humblest  manner  to 
lay  berore  your  Majesty^  for  your  royal 
consideration,  viz. 

**  1.  Resdved,  That  the  subjects  of  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain  have  a  clear  and 
undoubted  right  to  navigate  in  the  Ame- 
rican seas,  to  and  from  any  part  of  hia 
Majesty's  dominions ;  and  for  carrying  oa 
such  trade  and  commerce,  as  they  are 
justly  entitled  unto  in  America ;  and  aJso 
to  carry  all  sorts  of  goods  and  merchan* 
dlzes,  or  effects,  from  one  part  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's dominions  to  any  part  thereof;  and 
that  no  goods,  being  so  carried,  are  by- 
any  trea^.  subsisting  between  the  Crowns 
of  Great  JBritain  and  Spain,  to  be  deemed  * 
or  taken  as  contraband  or  prohibited  ^oods, 
and  that  the  searching  of  such  ships  on 
the  open  seas,  under  pretence  or  their 
carrying  contn^and  or  prohibited  goods, 
is  a  violatipn  and  infraction  of  the  treaties 
subsisting  between  the  two  Crowns. 

«  S.  Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this 
House,  that  as  well  before,  as  since  the 
execution  of  the  tjr^ty  of  ^  Seville,  on  the 
part  of  Great  Bntain,  divers  ships  and 
vessels,  with  their  cargoes,  belonging  to 
British  stftbjects,  have  been  violently  seized 
and  confiscated  by  the  Spaniards,  upon 

Eretences  altogether  unjust  and  ground- 
iss ;  and  that  many  of  the  sailors  on  board 
such  ships  have  been  injuriously  and  bar- 
barouriy  imprisoned  and  ill*treated;  and 
that  therebv  the  liberty  of  navigation  and 
commerce  belonging  to  his  Majesty's  sul>» 
jects,  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  by  virtue 
of  the  treaties  subsisting  between  the 
Crowns  of  Great  Britain  and  Spam,  hath 
been  unwarrantably  infringed  and  inter- 
rupted, to  the  great  loss  and  damage  of 
our  merchants,  and .  in  direct  violation  of 
Uie  said  treaties. 
[8»] 
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**  S.  ReMlv«d,  That  it  appain  to  this 
Hoiiae»  that  frequent  aMUcatioDa  hare 
been  maile,  en  the  j^art  oi  his  Majesty^to 
the  Court  of  Spain,  in  a  manner  the  most 
asreeable  to  treaties,  and  to  the  peace  and 
friendship  subsisting  between  the  two 
Crowns,  for  redressing  thenotorious  al)uses 
and  ^evanoes  before-mentioned,  and  pre- 
▼enUng  the  like  for  the  fbture,  and  for  ob- 
taining adeouate  satisfaction  to  his  injured 
subjects ;  wnich,  in  the  event,  have  proved 
entirely  fruitless,  and  of  no  effect. 

<<  We  think  it  our  duty,  on  this  import- 
ant occasion,  humbly  to  represent  to  your 
Maiesty,  that  we  are  most  sensibly  affected 
with  the  many  and  grievous  injuries  and 
losses  sustained  by  your  Majesty's  trading 
subjects,  by  means  of  these  unwarrantable 
depredations  and  seizures ;  and  to  give 
your  Majesty  the  strongest  and  most  sin- 
cere assurances,  that  in  case  your  friendly 
and  powerful  instances  for  procuring  resti- 
tution and  reparation  to  your  injured  ob- 
jects, and  for  the  future  seeurity  of  their 
trade  and  navigation,  shall  fail  of  having 
their  due  effect  and  influence  on  the  Court 
of  Spain,  and  shall  not  be  able  to  obtain 
that  real  satis&ction  and  security,  which 
your  Majesty  may  in  justice  expect ;  we 
will  zealously  and  cheerfully  concur  in  all 
such  measures,  as  shall  become  necessary 
for  the  support  of  your  Majesty's  honour, 
Uie  preservation  of  our  navigation  and 
commerce,  and  the  common  gcwd  of  these 
kingdoms**' 

The  King^s  Atistoer,^     His  Majesty's 
Answer  was  as  follows : 
"  My  Lords ; 

''  I  am  sensibly  touched  with  the  many 
hardships  and  injuries  sustained  by  my 
trading  subjects  in  America,  from  thie 
cruelties  and  unjust  depredations  of  the 
Spaniards.  You  may  be  assured  of  my 
care  to  procure  satisfaction  and  reparatidn 
for  the  losses  they  have  already  suffered, 
and  security  for  the  freedom  ofnavigatioa 
for  the  future ;  and  to  maintain  to  mv  peo- 
ple the  full  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  to 
which  they  are  entitled  by  treaty,  and  the 
law  of  nations. — ^I  doubt  not  but  I  shall 
have  your  eoncucrence  for  the  support  of 
such  measures,  as  mi^  be  necessary  for 
that  purpose." 

Debate  in  tJie  Commom  on  the  Button 
and  BtUion  Hole  BilL\  March  8.  A 
Petition  of  the  Manufacturers  of  Raw  Silk 
and  Mohair,  and  of  Needle-work  Buttons, 
was  presented  to  the  House,  and  set  forth : 
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<«  That  ratw  silk  and  molMiry  amployel 
in  making  button-holes,  beii^  commodi- 
ties that  are  purchased  in  Turknr,  and 
other  foreign  parts,  in  exchange  ror  the 
woollen  and  other  manufiictures  in  the 
kingdom ;  the  jwrliament,  for  the  greater 
encouragement  of  the  consumption  of  the 
said  commodities,  hadpaased  an  Act,  in  the 
7th  of  his  late  Majesty,  entitled,  <  An  Act 

*  for  employinff  the  manuftcdirer^  and 
'  edcouraging  we  consumption  of  raw  lilk 

*  and  mohair,  by  prohibiting  the  wesriof 

*  of  buttons  and  button-holes  made  i 
<  cloth,  serge  and  other  stufi.'  In  come- 
quence  of  which,  and  other  acts  of  the  like 
tendency,  many  thousands  of  fomilies  were 
preparing  silk,  mohair,  yam  and  thread, 
employed  in  making  of  buttons  and  bottoo- 
holes  with  the  needle.  But  that  in  en- 
sion,  and  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the 
said  Act,  great  quantities  of  stu&  made 
of  horse-hair,  or  mixed  therewith,  have 
been  lately  wove  in  narrow  breadths  or 
slips,  and  used  only  for  making  and  binding 
of^  buttons  and  button  holes,  to  the  great 
detriment  and  impoverishing  of  manj 
thousands,  who  had  no  other  way  of  suh« 
sisting  but  by  working  of  buttons  and  but^ 
ton-holes  with  the  needle,  and  prejudice 
of  the  woollen  manufacturea  of  the  king- 
dom. And  therefore  the  petitioners 
prayed  that  the.  House  would  give  leave 
that  a  Bill  be  brought  in,  to  explain  the 
said  Act,  and  that  the  petitioners  be  re- 
lieved in  such  manner  as  to  die  House 
shall  seem  meet." 

March  19.  This  Petition  beii^  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee,  Mr. 
Cholmondley  made  the  report  from  the 
said  Committee,  and  leave  was  aiven  to 
brii^  in  a  Bill  according  to  the  desire  of 
the  Petition.  The  BOTwafl  accordin^y 
presented,  and  read  for  the  first  time  oo 
the  24th ;  but  before  it  came  to  a  second 
readine,  several  petitions  were  oreaented 
from  uie  manufacturers  and  dealers  io 
woven  buttons,  prayins  to  be  heard  by 
counsel  agamst  the  BUI.  The'  petitions 
were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  as  vere 
also  petitions  from  the  manufacturers  and 
traders  in  the  needle-work  buttons  in  the 
several  towns  in  England,  expn^ing  dieir 
apprehensions  that  the  general  trade  of 
the  kingdom  would  be  afiected,  and  the 
exports  of  the  woollen  and  other  manu* 
factures  to  Turkey  greatly  decreased,  and 
many  thousands  of  themsehres  reduced  to 
great  indigence,  if  the  said  Bill  did  not 
pass  into  a  law. 

April  10.    The  Bill  was  read  aseoood 
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time^  and  counsel  bemg  heard  both  fbr  the 
Bill  and  against  it,  and  several  witnesses 
examined,  the  BUI  was  committed. 

Aprfl  18.  ]tfr.  Cholmondeley  reported 
from  the  Gommhtee,  that  they  had  found 
the  allegations  in  the  Bill  true ;  upon, 
which  the  Bill,  with  the  amendments  made 
m  the  Conunittee,  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. 

April  25.  The  Bill  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  the  question  being  put  that  it  do 


Mr.  jHimry  Fox  spoke  as  fi^ows : 

Sir ;  I  do  not  stand  up  to  oppose  thb 
Bill  firom  any  consideration  how  ur  parti- 
cular persons  ma^  be  afiected  by  its  fate, 
but  from  a  conviction  that,  instead  of  its 
being  of  real  service  to  the  commerce  or 
nanu&ctures  of  the  kingdom,  if  it  passes 
into  a  law,  it  may  io  hurt  to  both.  1  have 
heard  the  witnesses  both  .for  and  against 
the  BiU  examined ;  I  was  likewise  present 
when  the  counsel  on  both  sides  was  heard 
at  the  bar  of  the  House ;  and  by  what  I 
could  gather  from  the  evidence  of  the  one 
and  the  pleadings  of  the  other,  the  prac- 
tice of  weaving  buttons  can  never  prevent 
any  of  the  good  consequences  that  were 
intended  by  the  several  acts  of  parliament, 
in  &vour  of  the  consumption  of  raw  silk 
and  mohair,  from  being  eftectual ;  and  that 
the  manufacture  which  the  Bill  is  intended 
to  destroy,  ought  to  receive  the  greatest 
encouragement  from  the  legislature. 
Therefore,  Sir,  till  I  hear  better  reasons 
in  support  of  this  Bill  than  any  I  have  yet 
heard,  I  must  be  against  our  passing  it  into 
a  law. 

Mr.  Ckdmo/uklej/  said : 

Sir ;  I  have  the  misfortune  to  difier  so 
much  from  the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last,  that  I  think,. if  ever  any  Bill  pf  this 
land  deserved  the  encouragement  of  the 
legislature,  the  present  does.  I  think  it  is 
generally  allowed  that  one  of  the  charac- 
ters of  a  beneficial  trade,  is,  when  a  nation 
exports  of  its  manufactures  and  native 
commodities  for  such  goods  as  receive  a 
^rther  manufacturing  in  that  nation. 
Former  parliaments  seem  to  have  been  so 
sensible,  that  the  importation  of  raw  silk 
and  mohair  was  of  the  greatest  advantage 
to  the  nation,  by  increasing  the  export  of 
our  woollen  ana  other  manufactures,  that 
^ew branches  of  tradehave  met  with  greater 
encouragement  from  the  legislature,  than 
the  makug  of  buttons  and  button-holes 
vith die  needle.    Sofar  back  as  the  14tii 
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year  c»f  Charles  2nd,  this  House  thought  a 
retitionfVomthemannftcturera  of  wrought 
buttons  and  button-holes  86  worthy  their 
consideration,  that  an  Act  was  passed, 
pf'ohibiting  the  importation  of  foreign  but- 
tons and  needle-work,  under  tlie  penalty 
of  501.  and  forfeiture  of  the  goods  so  pro- 
hibited.   TTie  Petition,  Sir,  tnat  gave  ris« 
to  that  Act,  was  presented  to  the  House, 
on  the  very  motive  that  gave  occasion  to 
the  Bill  now  before  us ;  which  was  the  re- 
lidT  of  great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  kingdom,  who  gained  their  living,  and 
had  been  able  to  relieve  their  indigent 
neiehbours,  and  set  on  work  many  poor 
children,  by  their  skill  and  dexterity  in  this 
manufacture ;  and  who  were  in  danger  to 
have  been  all  ruined  by  th^  practice,  then 
introduced,  of  importing  foreign  buttons 
and  button-holes  into  the  nation. — ^In  the 
10th  year  of  king  William,  the  intention 
of  the  former  acts  in  favour  of  this  maniit 
facture,  had  been  so  much  frustrated  by 
the  making  and  wearing  buttons  made  en 
shreds  of  cloth,  camblet  and  other  stuf&, 
that  numbers*  of  poor  people  employed  in 
manufacturing  buttons  with  the  needle^ 
were  thrown  upon  their  respective   pa- 
rishes :  this  in4uced  the  legislature  to  pass 
an  Act  just  of  the  same  nature  with  that 
now  unaer  our  consideration ;   by  which, 
buttons  made  of  cloth,  or  any  of  the  stufu 
of  which    wdarin^   apparel  was  usually 
made,  were  prohibited.    But  as  this  Act 
did  not  extend  to  button-holes,  in  the  8th 
year  of  (}ueen  Anne  an  act  passed,  which 
took  notice,  that  the  intention  of  the  last 
Act  had  beeii  of  late,  in  a  great  measure, 
rendered  inefiectual  by  an  artificial  and 
unforeseen  practice  of  making  and  binding 
button-holes  with  cloth,  serge  and  other 
stufls,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  numbers  of  fa- 
milies.     Therefore,  button-holes  as  well 
as  buttons,  made  of,  or  bound  with  such 
stufis,  were  prohibited  under  the  penalty 
of  5L  per  dozen  on  the  tailor,  seller,  or 
maker  of  any  such  buttons  or  button*holes 
so  prohibited.    But  this  Act,  Sir,  proving 
no  more,  effectual  than  the  former  acts  I 
have  mentioned,  for  answering  the  good 
intentions  of  parliament,  an  Act  was  made 
in  the  4tii  year  of  his  late  Majesty,  by 
which  all  clothes  and  wearins  garments 
made  with  buttons  and  button-rholes,  pro- 
hibited by  die  former  Acts,  were  liable  to 
be  forfeited  and  seized,  except  where  the 
clothes  were  made  of  velvet.     It  mieht 
have  been  reasonably  hoped,  Sir,  after 
such  precautions  taken    by  parliament, 
that  the  good  ends  proposed  bj  the  several 
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acts  I  han  mtntiooed  would  lwv«  been 
BO  laager  duded ;  but  in  the  7th  year  of 
his  late  Mnesty  some  further,  ruinations 
on  this  heaa  were  found  absolut^  neces- 
aary.  Some  gentlemen  who  are  present 
may  remember,  that  Bt  that  time  the  only 
method  that  could  be  thought  of  for  that 
purpose,  Was  to  extend  the  penalty  to  the 
wearer  of  such  prohibited  buttons  and  but- 
ton-holes, as  well  as  to  the  maker  and 
tailor*  This  gave  occasion  for  passmg  the 
Act  entitled,  *  An  Act  for  employing  the 

*  manufacturers,  and  encouraging  the  con- 

*  sumption  of  raw  silk  and  mohair  yam, 
'  by  prohibiting  buttons  and  button-holes 

*  made  of  cloth,  serge  or  other  stu&' 
And  by  this  Act  a  penalty  was  laid  upon 
the  person  who  wore  such  prohibited  but- 
tons and  button-holes.  This  Act,  for 
some  time,  had  a  very  sood  effect,  and  the 
manufacturers,  from  me  encouragement 
which  the  parliament  has  given  them  from 
^tirne  to  time,  hav^  made  a  great  many  im- 
provements in  their  trade,  and  brought  it 
to  such  a  perfection,  that  they  are  able  not 
onl}(  to  supply  this  nation,  but  export  con- 

.  siderable  quantities  of  them  to  foreign  parts. 
So  that.  Sir,  another  character'of  a  good 
trade  is  answered  by  this  manu&cture, 
which  is,  the  manufacturing  and  improving, 
in  order  for  a  re-exportation,  a  commodity 
that  is  imported.  Therefore,  Sir,  this  act 
deserves  uie  countenance  of  the  legislature 
as  much,  if  not  more,  tlian  any  act  relating 
to  our  manufactures,  that  has  passed  this 
House  for  some  years :  first,  as  it  tends  to 
take  off  large  quantities  of  a  staple  com- 
modity of  this  nation ;  and,  secondly,  as  it 
adds  to  our  exports :  both  which  in  a  na- 
tion that  subsists  by  commerce  are  of  the 
greatest  consequence. — ^But,  Sir,  besides 
the  advantages  I  have  already  mentioned, 
it  is  easy  to  make  it  appear  that  the  encou- 
ragement given  to  this  manufacture  is  £l 
considerable  ease  to  the  landed  interest. 
I.  could  name.  Sir,  many  places .  of  the 
kingdom,  where  the  poor,  ir  not  employed 
in  this  manufacture,  must  be  either  thrown 
upon  their  respective  parishes,  or  obliged 
to  beg  their  bread.  1  dare  say,  Sir,  Uiat 
in  the  several  towns  and  cities  from  which 
petitions  have  come  before  this  House  in 
favour  of  the  Bill,  there  are  no  fewer 
than  140,000  inhabitants  whoarc  incapable 
to  get  their  bread  in  any  other  way  than 
by  applying  to  this  business.  For,  sive  me 
leave  to  oWrve,  that  in  this  manum^ure, 
there  is  one  thing  peculiar,  which  is,  that 
there  are  few  innrmities  either  of  age  or 
^cknessy  that  disable  tlie  manufaaurcif 


fromaj^yin^  tbemaelvea  to  some braach 
of  it,  either  m  twisting  the  yam,  makii^ 
tiie  molds,  or  sewing  the  buttons;  Jbesides 
many  other  smaller  arts  that  are  absolateJy 
necessary  for  carrying  it  on..  This,  Sir, 
may  be  the  reason  why  so  gr^  nuxuben 
are  employed  in  this  manufacture,  and  why 
some  traders  have  found  their  account  ia 
employing  all  their  stocks,  which  often  are 
venr  considerable,  that  wav« — Having  thus 
laid  before  you.  Sir,  theaavantagea  arising 
to  this  kingdom  from  the  carrying  on  and 
improving  this  manufacture,  I  niall  beg 
leave  to  trouble  the  House  with  a  few 
words  more,  with  regard  to  the  disoou- 
ragement  which  it  must  meet  with»  if  this 
act  should  not  pass.    The  late  practice  of 
weaving  silk  and  mohair  in  loonis,  for  th^ 
making  of  buttons  and  button-hole^y  is  but 
in  a  very  few  hands,  when  compared  with 
the  numbers.who  get  nheir  br^d  by  the 
needle-work  manimicture,  and,  if  encou- 
raged, may,  in  a  short  time,  quite  frustrate 
the  intentions  of  the  former  acts  relating 
to  this  affiur.    Those  buttons  that  are  co- 
vered with  slips  wrought  in  the  Ipom,  not 
being  distinguishable  from  those  covered 
with  shreds  of  gamblet  or  other  stu^^ 
cannot*  &i\  of  encouraging  that  practice, 
wl^ich,  as  the  act  of  the  7th  year  of  his 
late  Majesty  is  still  in  force,  may  put  the 
subjects  to  very  gr^U;  incfMiveniencies. 
For  instance^  if  a  gentleman  should  emploj 
a  roguish  taylor  to  make  him  a  suit  ci 
cloauis,  and  the  taylor,  instead  of  ^vin^ 
him  buttons  either  made  with  the  needle, 
or  woven  in  the  loom,  shall  give  him  those 
covered  with  shreds  of  cai&let  or  other 
stuf& :  in  such  a  case,  the  gentleman,  Sir^ 
is  liable  to  a  penalty,  though  quite  inno- 
cent of  any  intention  to  bneak  'this  act  o( 
.parliament:    so  that.  Sir,  this  practice  of 
weaving  buttons  is  not  only  subject  to  the 
inconvenience  I  speak  of^  but  gives  a  handle 
to  intolerable  impositions  and  frauds  th^ 
may  be  practised  by  tradesmen.    We  had 
a  remarkable  instance.  Sir,  how  easily  this 
fraud  may  be  practised,  in  the  evidence 
given  in  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  by  some 
of  the  principal  witnesses  brought  to  sup- 
port the  arguments  of  the  counsel  against 
the  Bill.    When  a  parcel  of  buttons  was 
laid  before  them,  some  woven  in  the  loom, 
others  made  of  shreds  of  camblet  and  other 
such  stufis,  though  it  was  pretended  that 
the  one  might  be  easily  distmguished-from 
the  other,. yet  none  ot  the  evidences  could 
possibly  say  which  was  the  one  or  which 
was  the  other,  till  tliey  had  looked  to  that 
part  of  the  button  that  k  sewf^i  to  the 
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cost;  and  not  even  then  without  greet 
diffioiity ;  fi>r  aome  of  them  were  obuged 
to  go  to  the  H^tdj  in  order  to  view  them 
more  narrowly,  and  after  all  aome  of  them 
were  mistaken,  and  othen  could  not  poai- 
tively  distinguiah  them.    If  it  waa  ao  hard. 
Sir,  for  th«e  evidencea,  who  are  them- 
selves  manufacturera  and  dealera  in  woven 
buttoDS,  how  hard  muat  it  be  to  me,  or  an- 
other man  who  knowa  nothing  of  the  mat- 
ter! but.  Sir,  beaidea  thia  inconvenienoe 
to  porticdar  peraona,  auch  a  practice  muat 
soon  very  much  a&ct  the  trade  of  the  na- 
tioo.    The  practice  of  making  buttona  of 
shreds  of  atuff  will  in  a  abort  time  become 
conunan  amongat  our  lower  and  middling 
sort  of  people,  and  do  gr^^  prejudice  both 
to  the  exportation  of  woollen  manufac- 
tures, ana  to  the  numeroua  dealera  in 
oeedle-work  buttona  at  home:  by  dimi- 
oishiDg  the  demand  for  raw  ailkandmohair, 
we  diminiah  the  exporta  of  our  woollen 
goods;  and  by  encouraging  wov«i  but- 
tons,  we  endanger  the  aab  m  the  commo- 
dities in  foreign  marketa ;  and  thereby  we 
may  diminiah  another  branch  of  our  ex- 
ports.   For,  Sir,  let  ua  auppoae  that  a  fo- 
reign dealer  givea  commiaaion  to  a  &ctor 
here  for  a  parcel  of  buttona;  the  factor, 
either  through  ignorance  or  deaigtf,  aenda 
him  buttona  covered  with  ahreda  of  cam- 
blet  or  other  atuff,  inatead  of  buttona  woven 
in  the  loom,     la  it  not  plain,  Sir,  that 
sach  a  practice  muat  aoon  prove  the  ruin 
ci  this  branch  of  trade,  and  intirely  atiJc 
the  credit  ofthoee  who  deal  in  it  in  foreign 
markets ;     But  thia.  Sir,  ia  not  the  omy 
bad  conaequence  that  will  'attend  our  not 
passing  thia  Bill  into  a  law;    It  will  be  evi- 
dent to  any  gentleman,  who  shall  take  the 
trouble  of  reading  former  acts  tUat  have 
passed  on  this  hewl,  that  in  passing  them, 
the  legiakture  hod  an  eye  not  only  to 
tl%  encoorageipent  of  the  consumption 
of  raw  silk  and  mohair,  and  tlie  cxprn- 
tation  of  our  staple  commodities,  but  like- 
vise  to  the  employment  and  aubsiBtence 
of  many  thouaanda  of  men,  women  and 
childr(f»,  who  muat  have  been  very  bur- 
densometo.the  public,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  needle  work  manufacture.    And  give 
me  leave  to  aay.  Sir,  that  if  the  common 
maxim  ia  tru^,  that  that  manufacture  ia 
most  profitable  for  a  nation  which  empjoya 
^  greatest  number  of  handa;  the  manu- 
^^tctute  of  needle-work  buttona  deservea 
^  attention  and  eneouragemerit  of  par- 
Inment  perbapa  better  than  any  other  in 
»e  kio^lom.    For  in  the  preamble  of  the 
«ct^f  the  10th  of  king  WiUiim»  Mo  km 


than  five  different  kinda  of  wmien  mm 
mentioned  to  be  emplojred  in  preparing 
the  materiab  for  makmg  the  button^. 
Therefore,  Sir,  I  think  by  all  the  ndep 
of  good  policy,  we  are  obuged  to  aecood 
the  intentiona  of  former  parliamente  in 
fitvour  of  thia  manufiicture,  by  paaaing 
the  Bill  now  before  ua«  It  haa  already 
employed  great  part  of  our  time  thia  aea* 
aiori,  and  every  atep  made  in  it  haa  beet 
taken  upon  the  moat  mature  deliberation, 
and  alter  weighing  all  the  conaequeboaa 
that  can  attend  it  of  every  kind.  Bypaaae 
ing  this  act  we  do  no  more  than  lenner 
parliamenta  would  have  done^  had  the  ki- 
conveniency  comphdoed  of  been  foaeaeeo 
at  the  time  of  paaaine  the  aeveral  acta  I 
have  mentioned ;  and  in  not  paaaing  i^  I 
am  aft-aid  all  their  intentions,  m  fiivour  lOf 
thia  manufiu:turet  may  be  rendered  inef- 
fectuaL 

Mr.  Heniy  Archer  said :  ' 

Sir;  I  ahall  readily  agree  with  tlie  he*, 
gentleman  who  apoke  laat,  that  the  maoi^ 
mcture  now  under  our  conaideration  ia  «f 
very  preat' conaequence  to  the  trade  of 
thia  kmgdom,  and  that  it  has  from  tinae  to 
time  met  with  great  eoeouragement  from 
the  legialature.  *  Therefore,  Sir,  if  I 
thought  that  the  good  enda  proposed  by 
former  parliamenta  had  been  rendered 
ineffectual,  and  that  our  passing  the  pre- 
sent Bill  could  render  them  more  effectual, 
I  ahould  be  &r  from  opposing  it.  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  as  I  am  persuaded  that  it 
can  no  way  answer  that  purpoae,  and  at 
the  same  time,  that  it  tends  to  do  a  manifest 
injustice  to  many  of  hia  Ma|eaty*a  aubjecta 
in  their  private  properdea,  I  abful  beg  leave 
to  give  my  reasona  why  1  think  mvaelf 
obliged  to  oppose  it.— -The  design  of  the 
encouragement,  which  the  manufacturing  of 
raw  silk  and  mohair,  into  buttona  and  but- 
ton-hales haa  met  with,  waa  principally,  aa 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  laat  aeemed 
to  allow,  to  increase  the  exportation  of 
our  woollen  manufactures ;  therefore^  Sir, 
1  think  it  undeniably  foUowa,  that  if  tlie 
manufacturing  of  buttons  by  weaving  them 
in  the  loom,  consumes  aa  much  raw  ailk 
and  mohair  aa  woricing  them  needlewaya, 
it  effectually  answers  the  chief  end  pn^ 
posed  by  former  acts  of  parliament  that 
relate  to  this  manufacture.  But  by  the 
numner  in  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man reasons  on  this  head,  one  should  be 
apt  to  think  that  these  acta  reatrained  thia 
manufiicture  to  be  carried  on  by  the  needle 
alone,  and  laid  a  prohibition  upon  aU 
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they  hflM  fJMA  aDd>  Mkm  with  one  aa. 
fker,midwbaumt  hMilbotedtlielitter, 
Imi^  dwiqr»  p^i»v«l  ted  to  tlie  finer. 
TherefiMey  Sir,  I  am  acaiiut  Mr  pantf 
this  BilL 

The  qaesti<m  being  put,  the  BOl  irssre- 
jected.    Yeas  85,  Noes  111. 

DXBATE  Iir  THX  COMMOVS  OV  A  RE- 
SOLUTION PRORIBITIKG  THE  PUBLICA- 
TION OV  Tns  Debates  or  other  Pko- 

CEEDIKGS  OF  THE  HoUSE.]*     AprO  11 

Several  persons  were  examined  at  the  bar 
of  the  House  from  counterfeitingdie  Hands 
of  some  of  the  members  in  Fhmks;  and 
they  owning  the  ofiendb,  some  of  them 
were  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Ser- 
jeant at  Arms,  and  others  of  tnem  to  New- 
gate. 

Afler  which  the  TSpeaier  infonned 
the  House,  that  it  was  with  some  con- 
cern he  saw  a  practice  prevailing,  whidi 
a  little  reflected  upon  the  dignity  of  that 
House:  what  he  meant  was  the  insert- 
ing an  Account  of  their  Phx^eedmgs  m 


bfHtofis  ai^  we^^edy  the  materials  ete* 
ployed  hi  the  loom  exeeed  these  of  the 
neecHe  workers  ;  and  Cfae  other  materia 
evbployed  in  each  button,  arenotsoheaty 
aa  the  waste  of  the  raw  silk  and  mohair 
which  the  loom  manufacturers  are  obliged 
to'  make.  But,  Shr,  besides  this  answer 
drawn  from  a  pkm  &ct,  that  appeared  at 
the  bar  of  your  House ;  give  me  leave  to 
say,  that  this  objection  against  the  loom 
n^anufacture  is  a  veiy  strong  reason  that 
we  ought  to  support  it ;  for,'  as  the  inten- 
tion of  these  acts  was  to  encrease  the 
consumption  of  our  commodities,  there- 
fore, whatever  best  answers  that  intention, 
best  deserves  our  encouragement.  Now, 
Sir,  it  appears  that  the  materia,  berides 
Ithose  of  ra^  silk  and  mohair,  made  use  of 
by  the  loom  manufacturers,  are  the  pro- 
duce of  this  kingdom ;  it  appears  that  tneir 
using  them  does  not  dimmish  the  con- 
liumptton  of  tlie  other  commodities  ;  and 
therefore  it  undeniably  follows,  that  the 
Ibom  manufacture  is  best  calculated  for 
answei^ng  the  intentions  of  the  legislature. 
Having  thus,  Sir,  I  think,  obviated  Uie 
principal  arguments  in  favour  of  the  Bill, 
I  shall  now  beg  leave  to  put  gentlemen  in 
mind,  that,  by  passing  it,  we  shall  do  a 
thing  which  I  amsure  every  gentleman  in 
this  House  would  willinsly  avoid.  We 
make  an  encroachment.  Sir,  upon  the  pri- 
vate property  of  our  fellow  subjects.  We 
deprive  them  qf  the  natural  right  which 
every  man  in  a  land  of  liberty  ought  to 


enjoy,  of  igaining  4>read  in  an  honest  and 
lawful  way.  Nay  more.  Sir,  we  give  a 
total  discouragement  to  any  future  im- 
provement of  arts  and  manufactures.  How 
will  It  sound,  to  after  times,  that  in  a  reign 
remarkable  for  the  encouragement  of  all 
the  arts,  especially  those  of  commercb,  a 
British  parliament,  by  one  act,  prevented 
ail  fiiture  improvement  of  any  of  these 
arts:  let  us  not,  Sir,  draw  upon  us  the  im- 
putation of  so  much  barbarism,  let  us  not 
give  our  neighbours  so  just  a  handle  of  re- 
proach; but  let  us  remember,  that  not 
4Xily  thepresent  but  future  ages  are  con- 
cerned in  every  step  of  this  nature  we 
shall  make.  Had  our  ancestors.  Sir,  dLs- 
"  oouraged  the  improvers  of  arts  and  manu« 
fhctores,  they  could  have  had  no  title  to 
the  latitude  of  their  posterity.  And, 
Sir,  give  me  leave  to  add,  that  in  En^nd 
the  iMlvancement  of' the  liberal,  is  but  the 
consequence  of  the  encouragement  given 
by  the  legislature  to  the  improvement  of 
the  commereial  arts.  In  all  ajges  and 
countries  they  have  gone  hand  in  hand. 


*  See  the  Preface  to  the  present  Tolome. 

'*  The  Spanish  affidis  so  much  oecupied  ibe 
pgbiic  attcntioD,  that  all  other  considentioBi 
were  totally  overlooked.  Had  not  this  been  tbt 
case,  a  ResolotioD  made  this  session,  would 
have  attracted  public  notice,  and  bare  incurreii 
the  censure  of  tiiose  writers  who  aflect  a  high 
regard  for  the  liberty  of  the  press.  1  allode  lo 
the  enforcement  of  the  Stanmng  Order,  probi- 
biting  the  PuUicatkm  of  the  i>ebates  white  tbe 
House  was  sittiBg,  and  the  ezteasion  of  tbtt 
prohibition  to  the  reoess.  It  is  reosarkaUe  diat 
this  Resolution  passed  without  a  siiigie  disMBi- 
vag  Toioe,  and  with  little  public  animadrersioD. 
It  is  DO  less  remarkable,  that  not  one  of  oy 
historical  writers  has  taken  the  smallest  notice 
of  the  debate.  This  ResolutioQ  was  not  fol- 
lowed by  any  beneficial  effects;  on  the  on- 
traty,  it  tended  onl^  still  farther  to  ezcHe  psb- 
lie  curioshy,  while  it  rendered  troth  more  difi- 
cult  of  acoess.^  4t  oompelled  the  oompiienQf 
periodical  publications  to  adopt  a  oovect  method 
of  givioa:  the  Debates,  which  made  it  nH>re  easy 
to  falsify  them,  and  it  is  a  weQ  known  &ct,  dial 
after  this  period,  the  accounts  became  less  ao- 
thentic  than  before.  The  Gentleman's  sod  the 
London  Magazine  were  the  prindpal  Tehides 
of  the  parliamentary  debates.  The  GeDtk- 
man's  Ma^aabir  published  the  debates  io  the 
senate  of  Lillipttt,,l|j|ider  the  names  of  liUifVt 
and  Brobdignag,  an^^  the  liondoo  MagasiDt 
gave  a  journal  of  the  proceediogs  and  debttes 
in  a  Political  Club,  mitik  Roman  appellatioDS. 
Bach  miscellany  afterwards  ezplamed  these 
fictitious  titles  in  advertisements  affixed  to  tbe 
respective  volumes.'*  Coze's  HenMicfi  of  Sir 
Robert  Walpole. 


«e  PtMiaHim  ^Jhi  Diiafm, 
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iki9  iVoeatdingt  er  iim  HoiMe  wore 
liible  m  ireiT  mat  mnrnpfMontntMiis. 
Thatin^ri  te  hit  Iwads  a  printed  Nem 
Pkper,  wluch  eontoinei  hk  Mi$eity*s 
AMirar  u  Uieir  late  Address,  bmre 
the  «BiM  ImmL  been  repert«dfh>m  Uie  Chair, 
dM  only  wiq^  of  comnninleating  it  to  tha 
publie.  Thai  he  thought  Hhia  du^  to  ioo 
9rm  the  Hoata  «f  UiQta  pimcticat,  tha 
rtthtr  haoauaa  ha  had  obaarvad  then  of 
kte  to  have  ran  into  vary  gtaat  abuaat ;  aad 
thtrefbre  he  hoped  that  geatlenaen  would 
profKMa  lona  method  of  atopping  it. 

Sir  WUkam  yonj^e  hereupon  rose  and 
laid: 

Sir :  laxB  irarj  glad  you  have  Bientioned 
tliu  tffiur.  I  have  long  looked  upon  it  as  a 
prictica  vary  inconaistant  with  the  forms 
and  dignity  which  this  House  ought  always 
to  Mjpport ;  but  since  you  have  bwn  pleased 
Is  msntiaa  this  from  tha  Chair,  I  most  beg 
iesMre  to  carry  my  obsenrations  a  little  far* 
thsr.  1  have  observed.  Sir,  that  not  only 
ts  aoeount  of  «diat  you  do,  but  of  what 
m  My,  is  ragalariy  printed  and  oiroukted 
throupi  all  paits,  both  of  the  town  and 
eosatry.  At  tha  same  time,  Str,  there  aria 
tsiy  often  gross  misfepresentajtions,  both 
of  dis  sense  aad  language  of  gentlemen. 
Thh  is  very  liable  to  give  the  public  fidse 
imprsMioBs  both  of  gentlemen's  conduct 
sad  abilities.  Therefore,  Sir,  in  ray  opi- 
nioa,  it  is  now  high  time  to  put  a  stop  to 
it.  NotlhatIshoaklbeforatta<Mdngthe 
Liberty  of  the  Press ;  that  is  a  point  I 
would  be  as  tender  of  as  any  gentleman  in 
this  House.  Perhaps  some  gentlemen 
may  think  it  indeed  a  hardship,  not  to  be 
able  to  find  their  names  in  print,  at  the 
head  ^  a  great  many  fine  things,  in  the 
monthly  magazines;  but  this,  Sur,  can 
ne?er  prevent  aentlemen  from  sending 
their  tpeaches,  if  they  please ;  it  only  pre- 
vents other  genUemen  from  beiii^  misre- 
presented, as  to  what  they  say,  which,  Sir, 
I  am  sure  is  what  every  gentleman  in 
this  House  will  wish  ibr.  Therefore,  I 
hope  genUemen  will  consider  of  some  me- 
thod of  putdog  a  stop  to  this  abuse,  more 
effectual  than  we  have  fallen  upon  yet. 
There  is,  indeed,  a  Resolution  on  our 
Joamsk,  Minst  primioa  or  puBlishing 
toy  of  tha  PMceedmos  of  thk  House,  but 
bj  authority  of  the  chair ;  but  people  had 
geneiallv  ran  away  with  the  notion,  that 
this  proftibition  is  in  force  only  daring  the 
time  ws  are  silting,  and  that  as  soon  as  the 
leaden  ends,  thi^  aia  at  lOMtty  to  jprint 
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aad  publish  what  tfa^plaaaet  dietcfbrep 
I  hope  gentlemen  will  come  into  a  Ea^ 
scdntioii,  for  a^piaiuiag  that  matter;  and 
if  they  da,  I  am  rvtj  sure  that  if  it  ia 
broke  through,  I  myself  will  mota  tha  ' 
House,  with  tlie  very  first  ^pportuaiqr^ 
aeKtseasioB*  Out  tha  printen  of  the  pa- 
peia.  Sir,  which  yau  haire  in  yowr  hands, 
esanotavan  pkad  tha  eatcuse  gif  tha  recess 
of  paiiiaaa&t;  therefore  deserve  to  ha 
punished ;  and  if  you  do  not  either  punish 
thena,  or  take  some  efibctoal  method  of 
checking  them,  you  may  soon  aspect  to 
see  yew  Votes,  ^our  Procaeduigs,  snd 
your  Speeches,  nrmted  and  hawkai  about 
tha  streets,  whue  we  are  sitting  in  this 
House. 

Sir  WiUiam  Windham  spoke  nesU: 

Sir:  No  gentleman  can  be  more  jealotM 
and  tender  than  I  have  always  been  oi  tha 
righu  and  privileges  of  this  House,  nor 
more  ready  to  concur  with  any  measure 
for  putting  a  stop  to  any  abuses  which  may 
a£kct  either  or  them.  But  at  the  same 
time.  Sir,  I  own,  J  think  we  ought  to  ba 
very  cautious  how  we  foiui  a  Resolution 
upon  this  head ;  and  yet  I  think  it  is  abso* 
lutely  necessary  that  some  question  should 
be  formed.  1  say.  Sir,  we  ought  to  ba 
very  cautious  in  what  meaner  we  form  a 
Resolution ;  for  it  is  a  question  so  nearly 
connected  with  the  Liberty  of  the  Press^ 
that  it  will  require  a  great  deal  of  tender- 
ness to  form  a  Resolution  which  may  pre- 
serve gentlemen  from  having  their  sense 
misrepresented  to  the  public,  and  at  tha 
same  time  guard  against  all  encroadimenta 
upon  the  Liberty  of  the  Press.  On  tha 
other  hand.  Sir,  I  am  sensS>le  that  there  is 
a  necessity  of  putting  a  stop  to  this  prac- 
tice of  printing,  what  are  called  tha 
Speeches  of  this  House,  because  I  know 
that  gentlemen's  words  in  this  House  have 
been  mistaken  and  misrepresented :  I  do 
not  know.  Sir,  but  I  have  some  reason  of 
complahut  myself  upon  that  head.  I  havs^ 
indeed,  seen  many  speeches  of  gentlemea 
in  this  House  tfaiat  were  foirly  and  accu* 
rately  taken;  aud  no ffentleman,  when  that 
is  the  case,  ought  to  he  ashamed  that  the 
world  should  know  every  word  he  speaks 
in  this  House:  for  my  own  part,  I  never 
shall,  for  I  hope  never  to  act  or  speak  hi  this 
House,  any  thing  that  I  shall  be  ashamed 
to  own  to  all  the  world.  But  of  late,  Sir^ 
I  have  seen  such  monstrous  mistakes  ia 
some  gentlameu's  speeahes,  as  thay  harra 
beto  printed  in  our  naws-papefrs.  dMt  it  ia 
aa  weader  ff  featiaman  thbk  il  hi|^ 
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time  to  have  a  stop  put  to  such  a  prac- 
tice,  * 

Yet  stilly  Sir,  there  are  tiro  considera- 
tioDi^  whidi  I  own  weigh  very  much  with 
me.  upon  this  occasion.  That  this  House 
has  a  right  to  prohibit  the  publication  of 
any  of  its  proceedinffsduring  the  time  we 
ase  sittinf^,  is  past  aU  doubt,  and  there  is 
no  question,  but  that,  by  the  Resolutions 
that' now;  stand  upon  our  Votes,  and  are 
renewed  every^  session^  the  printers  of  the 
papers  you  have  in  yourlumd  are  liable  to 
the  censure  of  this  House.  But  I  am  not 
at  all  so  clear  as  to  the  right  we  may  have 
of  preventing  any  of  our  proceedings  from 
bemz  printed  during  our  recess ;  at  least, 
Sir,  I  am  pretty  sure  that  people  without 
doors  are  strongly  possessed  with  that 
notion,  and  therefore  1  should  be  against 
our  inflicting  any  censure  at  present,  for 
what  is  past  of  that  kind.  It  gentlemen 
are  of  opinion,  which  I  do  own  I  am  not, 
that  we  have  a  power  to  prevent  any  ac- 
count of  our  Proceedings  and  Debates 
atom  being  communicated  to  the  public, 
even  during  our  recess,  then,  as  tnis  af- 
fair has  wen  mentioned,  they  will  no 
doubt  think  it  very  proper  to  come  to  a 
Resolution  against  that  practice,  and  to 
punish  it  with  a  very  severe  penalty;  but, 
if  we  have  no  such  power,  Sir,  I  own  I 
do  not  see  how  you  can  fbrm  any  Resolu- 
tion upon  this  head,  that  will  not  be  liable 
to  very  great  censure. 

The  other  consideration,  that  weighs 
very  much.  Sir,  with  me  upon  this  occa^ 
sion,  is  the  prejudice  which  the  public  will 
think  they  sustain,  by  bein^  deprived  of 
all  knowleilge  of  what  passes  m  this  House, 
otherwise  than  by  the  printed  Votes, 
which  are  very  lame  and  imperfect,  for 
satisfying  their  curiosity  of  knowing  in 
what  manner  their  representatives  act 
within  doors.  They  have  been  long  used 
to  be  indulged  in  this,  and  they  may  pos- 
sibly think  It  a  hardship  to  be  deprived  .of 
it  now.  Nay,  Sir,  I  must  go  farther :  I 
do  not  know  but  they  may  have  a  right  to 
know  somewhat  more  of  the  proceedmgs  of 
this  House  than  what  appears  upon  your 
Votes ;  and  if  1  were  sure  diat  the  senti- 
ments of  eentlemen  were  not  misrepre- 
sented, I  should  be  against  our  coming  to 
any  Resolution  that  could  deprive  them  of 
a  knowledge  that  is  so  necessary  for  their 
being  able  to  jud^e  of  the  merits  of  their 
representathres  within  doors.  If  gentle- 
men, however,  are  of  opinion  that  they 
can  frame  a  Resolution,  which  will  put  a 
atop  tOraU  impositions,  and  yet  leave  the 
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public  some  room  for  hmagyul  infimm- 
tion  of  what  passes  wiihin  these  walli,  I 
shall  be  extremely  glfvd  to  give  it  my  con- 
currence. But  I  am  absolutely  agamst  our 
stretching  our  power  farther  than  it  will  go 
consistently  with  the  just  rights  of  Parlu- 
ment ;  such  stretches  rather  weaken  than 

f'veany  strength  to  the  constitution ;  and 
am  sure  no  gentleman  will  care  to  do 
what  may  not  only  look  like  our  daiming 
powers  unkn5ywn  to  our  constitutioo,  but 
what,  in  its  consequences,  may  greatly  af- 
fect the  liberty  of  Uie  press,  u  we  shall 
extend  this  Resolution  to  the  recess  of 
parliament,  all  political  writing,  if  the  au< 
thors  shall  touch  upon  any  thing  that  past 
in  the  preceding  session,  may  be  a&cted 
by  it;  for  I  do  not  know  that  any  body 
would  venture  to  publish  any  thing  that 
might  bring  upon  them  the  censure  of  this 
House. 

In  the  mean  time.  Sir,  I  amas  williBgas 
any  gentleman  in  this  House,  tliat  a  stop 
should  be  put  to  the  practice  you  have 
taken  notice  of  from  the  Chair.  It  has 
grown  to  such  a  pitch,  that  I  remember 
some  time  ago  there  was  a  public  dispute 
in  the  news-papers,  betwixt  two  pnoters 
or  booksellers  of  two  pamphlets,  which  of 
them  contained  the  true  copy  of  a  certaii 
hon.  gentleman's  speech  in  tliis  House.  It 
is  therefore  high  time  for  oentlemen  to 
think  of  somewhat  to  be  dbne  for  that 
purpose,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  a&v 
Resolution  this  House  shall  think  fit  to 
come  to,  will  put  an  effectual  stop  to  it 

Mr.  Thomas  Winnington  spoke  next: 

Sir :  I  do  not  pretend  to  know  the  fonai 
and  the  powers  of  ^  House  so  well  » 
the  hon.  gentleman  over  the  way,  who  has 
much  more  experience  in  both  than  I  can 
pretend  to ;  but  it  is  very  surprizing  to  me^ 
that  any  gentleman  Aould  seem  to  makes 
doubt  of  the  power  which  this  House  haf 
during  the  recess  of  Pariiament  It  tf 
true,  we  have  no  power,  but  as  a  House, 
to  make  any  commitment,  or  to  pass  any 
censure;  but  then  it  is  as  true*  that  the 
Orders  and  Resolutions  of  this  Hoose  are, 
or  ought  to  be,  as  binding  during  our  re- 
cess, as  during  our  sitting.  The  reason, 
Sir,  of  this  is  phiin ;  because  we  are  still 
the  same  House,,  and  we  have  the  same 
authority  during  our  adjoumment  or  pro* 
rogation,  as  when  we  sit ;  our  privileges 
are  the  same,  and  for  the  same  reason  oar 
acts  ou^t  to  have  the  same  force  too. 
Can  any  gentleman  doubt,  that  if  this 
House  shalr  come  to  a  Resohitiop^  that  u 
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any  'penoa  dhmildy  dariiig  our  receM, 
prenime  to  print  any  of  oar  proceediDn, 
that  we  would  not  Kave  a  right  to  punish 
him  next  time  we  met  together  as  a 
House?  I  dare  say,  gentlemen  will  not 
pretend  that  we  have  not;  therefore,  Sir«  I 
hope  you  will  come  to  some  very  strong 
fiesohidon  upon  this  occasion.  I  hi^e  ye 
will  declare,  that  whoever  shall  presiune  to 
print  any  part  of  the  Proceedings  of 
this  House,  during  the  recess  of  Par- 
liament, will  be  equudly  liable  to  the  cen- 
sure of  this  House  as  if  it  were  during  the 
session. 

As  to  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
insinuated  about  the  Liberty  ofthe  Press 
being  in  danger,  it  is  a  consideration  I  am 
in  no  manner  of  pain  about  Our  coming 
to  a  Resolution,  that  we  will  not  have  what 
we  say  misrepresented,  can  never  aSect 
the  Liberty  or  the  Press.  It  is  what  every 
prifate  gentleman  has  a  risht  to  require, 
though  he  were  out  of  Parhament;  for  I 
believe  no  gentleman  would  wish  to  see 
his  sentiments  misrepresented  in  print, 
eren  though  they  regarded  a  privateaffiur ; 
but  when  such  a  thing  happens  in  a  debate, 
to  fix  a  gendeman's  public  character,  the 
coDseqaences  are  much  worse.  For  my 
own  part.  Sir,  I  am  not  afraid  of  speaking 
my  mind  in  this  House ;  but  I  should  be 
very  tony  to  see  any  thing  I  sa^  in  this 
House  misrepresented  in  a  public  news- 
paper; and  I  should  think  I  had  a  very 
good  title  to  redress,  even  though  I  were 
not  a  member  of  this  House. 

But,  Sir,  setting  aside  the  case  of  these 
gentlemen  being  misrepresented  in  what 
they  say  in  these  public  papers,  I  think  it 
is  a  vei^  great  injury  done  us,  as  a  House 
of  Parluunent.  I  do  not  see  why  we  ought 
to  be  less  jealous  of  our  rights  and  privi- 
ledges,  than  the  other  House  is.  I  know 
of  no  right  we  have  given  up,  with  regard 
to  our  power  to  regulate  our  own  proceed- 
ings that  the  other  House  enjoys :  and  I 
am  sure  there  have  been  some  late  in^ 
stances,  wherein  they  have,  I  believe, 
pretty  severely  punished  some  printers  for 
presuming  to  publish  their  Protests.  They 
did  this,  Sir,  not  because  their  words  or 
ineaning  were  misrepresented,  but  because 
they  Conceived  it  to  be  an  indignity  done 
to  Uiem  as  a  House  of  Parliament,  to  print 
any  proceeding  of  theirs  whatsoever,  with- 
out their  consent  and  authority,  lliat  of 
itself,  Sir,  is  a  reason  why  we  ought  to  put 
a  stop  to  this  scandalous  practice  of  prmt- 
ix^  our  proceedings ;  because  if  we  should 
appear  less  jealous  of  our  rights  and  pri- 


vil^es,  than  the  other  House  are  of  thefn, 
it  may  be'  afterwards  told  us,  that  we  do 
not  enjoy  such  rights  and  privileges,  be^ 
cause  at  such  a  time,  when  we  had  the 
same  reason  as  the  other  House  bad,  we 
did  not  exercise  them.  Therefore,  if  we 
do  not  put  a  speedy  stop  to  this  practice, 
it  will  be  looked  upon  without  doors,  that 
we  have  no  power  to  do  it,  for  the  public 
will  very  justly  think  that  if  we  haa  such 
a  power,  we  would  exercise  it.  And  then. 
Sir,  what  will  be  the  consequence ;  why. 
Sir,  you  will  have  every  lyord  that  *  is 
spoken  here  by  gentlemen,  misrepresented 
by  fellows  who  thrust, themselves  into  our 
^lery.  You  will  have  the  Speeches  of 
this. House  every  day  printed,  even  during 
your  session.  And  we  shall  be  looked 
upon  as  the  most  contemptible  assembly 
on  the  face  of  the  earth.  I  agree  with 
the  honourable  gentieman  over  the  way, 
that  it  may  not  be  quite  so  right,  to  punish 
those  printers  for  what  they  nave  done  al* 
ready ;  for  really.  Sir,  we  have  been  so 
very  remiss  in  putting  a  stop  to  this  prac- 
tice, thatb3r  this  time  they  nQ.ay  think  they 
are  in  the  right^in  what  they  do.  But  i 
can  see  no  manner  of  difficulty  we  can  be 
under,  to  come  to  some  very  vigorous  Re* 
solution  to  prevent  the  like  for  the  future. 
I  would  have  this  Resolution,  Sir,  ex- 
tended not  only  to  comprehend  the  time 
of  our  sitting,  but  of  our  recess.  If  the 
printers  of  the  monthly  magazmes,  and 
the  other  news-papers,  are  not  more  cau- 
tious for  the  future,  I  think  we  shall  be 
wanting  to  that  regard,  which  we  owe 
ourselves  as  a  House  of  Parliament,  if  we 
do  not  proceed  against  them  with  se^verity. 
Therefore,  Sir,  I  hope  gentlemen  will 
think  of  a  proper  Resolution  with  regard 
to  this  matter  of  complaint. 

Mr.  PuUeney  said :   - 

Sir  :  I  agree  entirely  with  the  gentle- 
man who  has  already  spoken,  that  it  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  a  stop  should  be  put  to 
the  practice  which  has  been  so  justly  com- 
plained of :  I  thmk  no  appeals  should  be 
made  to  the  public  with  regard  to  what  is 
said  in  this  assembly,  and  to  print  or  pub- 
lish the  Speeches  of  gentlemen  in  this 
House,  even  though  they  were  not  misre- 
presented, looks  very  like  making  them 
accountable  without  doors  for  what  they 
say  within.  Besides,  Sir,  we  know  verjr 
well  that  no  man  can.be  so  guarded  in  his 
expressions,  as  to  wish  to  see  every  thing 
he  says  in  this  House  in  print.  I  remem- 
ber the  time  when  tliis  House  was  so  jea- 
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I9U8,  so  Qftufcioiit  of  Mng  $Dj  Ibii^  lltti 
Btight  look  like  an  appeal  to  their  eoiitlili»> 
ents,  tiialDOt  even  the  Votes  werefirinted 
wilhoat  leave.  A  oentleman  evenry  iaj 
rose  in  his  place,  ana  desired  the  Chair  to 
ask  leave  of  the  House,  that  their  Votes 
for  that  day  should  foe  printed.  How  this 
eustom  came  to  be  dropped  I  cannot  so 
well  account  for,  but  I  think  it  high  time 
fer  us  to  prevent  any  fiirther  encroachment 
upon  our  privileges ;  and  I  hope  gentle- 
men will  enter  into  a  proper  Resolution 
fer  the  purpose. 

But,  though  I  am  as  much  as  any  gen- 
tleman can  t^  for  putting  a  stop  to  this 
Scandalous  practice,  I  Miould  be  very 
tender  of  domg  it  in  snch  a  manner,  as 
may  either  affect  the  Liberty  of  the  Pkwss, 
or  make  it  seem  as  if  we  claim  a  privilege 
to  which  we  have  no  title.  An  honouraUe 

Sintleman  near  me  was  pleased  to  mention 
e  powers  whidi  the  other  House  had  of 
cailmff  printers  to  an  account  for  printing 
their  Frotest&  It  is  verv  true.  Sir,  they 
have  such  a  power,  and  they  have  exer- 
cised it  very  lately  $  but  We  have  no  such 
power:  they  may  punish  a  printer  for 
printiitf^  any  part  of  the  Proceedings  of 
their  House,  for  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty 
years  back;  but  then,  gentlemen  are  to 
consider  that  the  House  of  Peers  la  a 
Court  of  Record,  and  as  such,  its  rights 
and  privileges  never  die.  Whereas,  t^is 
House  never  pretended  to  be  a  Court  of 
Record;  our  privileges  expve  at  the  end 
of  every  parliament ;  and  the  next  House 
of  C<Hnmons  is  quite  different  from  the 
last.  As  to  the  question  whether  we  have 
a  ridit  to  punish  any  printer,  who  shall 
publish  our  proceedings,  or  any  part  of 
them,  dunng  our  recess,  which  1  teke  to 
be  the  only  miestion  at  present,  it  may  be 
worthy  consideration't  tor  my  own  part,  I 
am  apt  to  think  that  we  may ;  because 
our  privileges  as  a  House  of  Parliament 
exist  during  the  whole  continuance  of  par- 
liament; and  our  not  sitting  never  makes 
any  violation  of  these  privileges  cemaitted 
during  a  reeess  less  liable  to  censure,  the 
next  time  we  meet  as  a  House»  However, 
Sir,  as  it  has  been  lonr  the  practioe  to 

Srint  seme  account  of  our  proceedings 
luiag  our  recess,  I  am  against  punishing 
any  person  for  what  is  past,  because  very 
possibly  they  did  net  know  they  were 
doing  amiss ;  and  if  eentlemen  think  fit  to 
enter  into  any  Resolution  for  the  time  to 
come,  I  dare 'say  it  will  be  sufficient  to 
deter  all  offenders  in  that  way.  But  that 
BfOSolutioBy  Sir,  cannot  affiMI  any  person, 


whoahaOprial  asi  BOomm^  of  jw  P» 
eeedinga  wfae»  Una  PaiHaaat  lUi  W 
dissohred.  Thofe  is  an  ImiioiiFiUs  g» 
tleman*  near  me,  who  knows  tiut  tk 
History  of  a  whoto  Fsrliameat  was  oace 
published  in  a  six-penny  psflMiiikt,  ssd 
their' transactions  set  in  no  vary  forsunUi 
light,  for  the  gentlemen  who  con^HMsd  ii 
'leard.  Sir,  that 


I  never  heard.  Sir,  that  any 
House  of  Commons  took  tfasat  i 
diat  the  honourable  gentlemSBi,  who  est 
generally  looked  upon  as  the  Airther  of  it, 
was  ever  called  to  acooant  by  eidier  Hson 
of  Parliament.  Parliaments,  Sir,  wbes 
they  do  amiss,  will  be  talked  of  with  tbe 
same  freedom,  as  ai^  otfasr  set  eC  bmb 
whatsoever.  This  Piarlianieiit,!  hope,wil 
never  deseive  it;  but,  if  it  did,  I  dioiddhi 
verysorry,  that  any  BeselutseiM  wen  e» 
tared  into  in  order  to  prevent  itabeiagfB- 
presentedt  ia  the  present  os  the  next  agt, 
m  its  proper  colours.  I  am  anre  in  bs* 
nourabk  gentleman  who  site  near  ae,  wi& 
agree  wi&  me  in  this;  and  whatever  iIh 
omer  House  may  do,  fifo»  I  hope  we  newt 
shall  stretch  our  privilege,  so  as  to  cnsip 
the  freedom  of  vrntlng  on  pufaisc  afM. 

But  this  consideration.  Sir,  «amaev« 
afiect  the  Resolutions  which  geallsmai 
proposeto  come  to  now.  We  have  rather 
been  too  remiss  in  not  patting  astop  to 
this  scandalous  practice  that  hsa  be« 
complained  of.  1  ahvays  thonght  tbtf 
these  paonphlets  containing  our  DebsiM 
were  circulated  by  the  goseramaas^i  so* 
couragement,  and  at  their  oxpenoe:  kf 

•  Meaning  sir  Mtmi  Walpsle,  whe  is  ite 

Star  ins,  wrote  a  Pamphlet  eatiiM "« A  ito 
iatory  of  tbe  Lett  Ptefiamtnt. 
'<  While  the  new  electieos  limaAnifiliiii, 
it  was  the  <^|niiion  of  Someis  and  thr  Wb^^ 
Lords,  that  to  state  to  the  people,  ia  a  stnoi 
and  perspicuous  manner,  tbe  proceediDgs  nf  tk 
late  parliament  with  a  Tiew  to  etnose  ne  tnea- 
sures  of  the  Ministry,  and  to  gnide  tbe  electors 
ia  the  choice  of  the  new  representatives,  wraM 
be  highly  advantageous  to  their  paHy.  M  m 
ooe  seemed  better  ralealatsd  mr  this  sfict 
than  Walpole,  beuttderloekapampUel,ai  iher 
desire,  on  tlie  Thursday,  and  paUisMiiM 
the  Tuesday  following,  under  tbe  title  af  A 
Short  History  of  the  last  Parliameot,  witb  the 
Motto : 

*  VeniIis?DpQlds,  Tenaltft  Curia  ftltmm.* 

To  this  publication  is  prefixed  a  Dedication  bjf 
Pulteney,  then  his  coadjutor,  composed  io  a 
strain  of  irony  and  humour  peculiarly  Imio^o, 
and  in  which,  diough  addressed  to  an  Aoooy- 
moos  Peer,  it  is  easy  to  perceive  that  the  Esrl 
ofOxfordwastbeeVieetofallttriea.''  Cots*I 
Mesvwa  ef  fiir  tUtbeit  Walpsle. 
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mannas  In  th«  manser  he  did,  I  have 
been  still  <ued  to  look  on  the  publishing 
tbem  as  a  orinisteiid  project ;  for  I  hna- 
giaedlkat  it  being  ftuM  mpfaeiicable  to 
make  the  people  ray  aad  read  the  Gaeet^ 
teer  by  itself  it  was  contrived  so  as  that 
the  writings  of  the  other  party,  being 
prioled  in  uie  same  pamphlet,  it  miffht  be 
some  invitatioa  to  the  public  to  lodt  nto 
the  Gasetieer,  aiid  I  dare  aay^  Sk,  the 
seat  nin  which  the  magazines  have  had 
has  been  entirely  owing  to  this  stratagem. 
The  good  and  tKe  bad  are  printed  together, 
and  people  are  by  that  means  drawn  m  to 
read  both.  B«t  I  Ihmk  it  is  now  high 
time,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  effacts  they  may 
hare,  by  coining  to  a  Resolution  that  mav 
at  least  prevent  any  thin|^  being  published, 
daring  the  time  of  our  sitting  as  a  House, 
which  may  be  imposed  i^pon  the  world  as 
the  hinguage  and  words  of  gentlemen  who 
perh]!^  never  epcAe  Ukeni* 

Sir  Kohert  JValpoU  spoke  next : 

Sir:  You  hme  with  sreat  justice  pii* 
niihed  some  persons,  fbrrorging  the  names 
of  gentlemen  upon  the  backs  of  letters ; 
but  the  abuse  now  complained  of  is,  I  con* 
ceive,  a  forgery  of  a  worse  kind;  for  it 
tends  to  misrepre^f^t  the  sense  of  par]i»* 
ment,  and  impose  upon  the  undentimdiog 
of  die  whole  natien.  It  is  but  a  petty 
damage  that  can  ariae  from  a  forged  Frank, 
when  compared  to  the  infinite  mischiefs 
that  may  come,  f^om  this  {practice.  I  have 
read  some  debates  of  thb  House,  Sir,  in 
which  I  have  been  made  to  speak  Uie  very 
revene  of  what  I  meant.  I  have  read 
others  of  them  wherdn  all  the  wit,  the 
Warning,  and  the  argmnent  has  been 
thrown  into  one  side,  aad  on  the  other  no- 
thing but  what  was  low,  mean,  and  ridicu- 
lous ;  and  yet  when  it  comes  to  the  ques- 
tion, the  Division  has  gone  against  the 
side,  which  upon  the  fafie  of  the  Debate 
had  reas<Mi  and  justice  to  support  it.'  So 
that,  Sir,  had  I  been  a  stranger  to  the  pvo» 
oeediQgs  and  to  the  nature  of  the  argu- 
menu  thenoselves,  I  must  have  thought  Uiis 
to  have  been  one  of  the  most  contempti- 
ble sfisemblies  on  the  fitce  of  die  earth. 
What  notion  then.  Sir,  can  the  public,  who 
luive  no  other  means  of  being  mformed  of 
the  Debates  of  this  House,  than  what  they 
We  from  these  (Apera,  entertain  of  the 
wiadom  and  abhties  of  aa  assembly,  who 
sre  represented  theran  to  carry  almost 
ereiypofanagaiBSl  the  strongest  and  the 


ever,  Sir,  aa  I  beKeve  gentleneB  are  by 
this  time  pret^  scasible  of  theneceneirref 
potting  a  stop  to  this  practice,  it  wiU  be 
<}uite  unnecessary  for  me  to  argue  a  point 
wherein  we  are  ml  asreed.  But  I  caaeiec 
help  taking  notice  or  one  thing  naentioaed 
bf  the  hoa,  gentleman  who  spoke  last, 
smce  I  was  the  person  to  whom  he  was 
pleased  to  appeaL  He  mentioned,,  that 
the  History  of  a  whole  F^uiiameot  had 
been  printeo,  and  seemed  to  iasiniMite  from 
this,  that  people  might  make  very  free  with 
parliamenis.  Real^,  Sir,  I  wttl  be  so  fte^ 
as  to  own  that  1  dotmowofsuchapamph 
let  being  printed;  nay,  I  believe,  I  know  a 
little  of  the  author,  and  the  poblicaiioML 
But  at  the  same  time  I  know,  Sfar,  that  that 
was  one  of  the  worst  Houses  of  Cemaieiis 
that  ever  this  nation  saw;  that  they  had  a 
deugn  to  introduce  the  Plwtender;  that 
Ibey  had  approved  of  a  scandalous  peaei^ 
after  the  most  glorious  war  that  was  ev«r 
carried  on ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  loma 
very  fevovrable  circvmstanees  that  Ml  out, 
they  would  have  set  aside  the  preeent 
happy  establkhmeat  in  his  Mayesly's  per- 
son and  family.  I  hope,  Sir,  no  gentle- 
man will  find  fault  with  any  rejections 
that  could  be  thrown  out  ft|ainst  such  a 
House  of  Commons :  I  hope  Skowise,  that 
BO  gentleman  will  pretend  to  draw  any  pa- 
rallels betwixt  tiieir  conduct  and  ours.  But, 
Sir,  besides  these  considerations,  gentlemen 
are  to  redect,  that  the  parliafnent  which 
was  described  in  that  History,  had  been 
dissolved  before  the  History  itself  was  pub«> 
lished.  And  not  onhr  so.  Sir,  but  there  is 
a  noble  lord  in  the  other  House,*  who  cair, 
if  he  pleases,  inform  gentlemen,  that  the 
Aothof  of  that  History  was  so  apprefaen^ 
sive  of  the  consequence  of  printing  it,  that 
the  press  was  carried  to  his  nouse,  and  the 
eomes  printed  off  there. 

This,  I  think.  Sir,  will  be  sufficient  Ce 
shew,  that  the  Author  did  not  think  him- 
self quite  out  of  danger,  even  though  the 
pariiament  was  dissolved.  But,  I  am  not 
at  all  for  carrying  things  to  such  a  length 
at  present :  it  may  be  suiBcient,  if  we 
come  to  a  Resolution  to  prevent  the  pub* 
licatioo  of  any  part  of  our  prooeemnga 
during  Uie  recess,  as  well  as  the  sitting 
of  the  parliament.  As  to  what  tlie 
hon.  gentleman  said,  with  regard  to  the 
Magazines  bemg  published  and  distri* 
buted  by  order,  and  at  the  expence  of 
the  government,  I  do  not  kflow  if  he  was 
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MriouB  or  not  If  he  was  serious,  he  must 
have  a  very  contemptible  opinion  of  the 
onderstandug  of  those  gentlemen,  who 
have  the  honour  to  serve  ms  Majesty,  if  he 
Imagines  that  they  would  be  so  weak  as  to 
propagate  papers,  every  page  almost  of 
which  hath  a  direct  tendeiicv  against 
their  own  interest.  If  any  gentlenuin  will 
take  the  trouble,  which  I  own  I  very  sel- 
dom do,  to  look  into  one  of  these  Maga- 
zines, he  will  find  four  pages  wrote  against 
the  government  for  one  that  is  in  its  fii- 
vour ;  and  'generally  the  subject  is  of  such 
a  nature,  as  would  be  severely  punished 
under  any  other  government  than  our  own. 
If  the  hon.  gentleman  was  not  serious,  I 
think  a  more  proper  time  might  have  been 
chosen  for  shewing  his  wit,  than  while  we 
are  considering  of  the  means  of  putting  a 
stop  to  a  practice,  which  he  himself,  and 
every  gentleman  who  spoke  in  this  debate, 
allows  so  nearly  to  affect  the  dignity  and 
privileges  of  this  House.  For  my  own 
part.  Sir,  I  am  extremely  indifferent,  what 
opinion  some  gentlemen  may  form  of  the 
writers  in  favour  of  the  government :  but, 
Sir,  I  shall  never  have  the  worse  opinion 
of  them  for  that :  there  is  nothing  more 
easy  than  to  raise  a  laush ;  it  has  been  the 
common  practice  of  aU  Minorities  when 
they  were  driven  out  of  every  other  argu- 
ment. I  never  shall  be  afraid,  Sir,  to  do 
what  I  think  right,  and  for  the  service  of 
his  Majesty  and  my  country,  because  I 
may  be  laughed  at.  But  really,  Sir,  I  will 
be  so  free  as  to  say,  that  if  the  want  of  wit, 
learning,  good  manners,  and  truth,  is  a 
proper  object  of  contempt  and  ridicule, 
tlie  writers  in  the  Opposition  seem  to  me 
|o  have  a  much  better  title  to  both  than 
those  for  the  government.  No  govern- 
ment, I  will  venture  to  say,  ever  punished 
80  few  Libels,  and  no  government  ever  had 
provocation  to  punish  so  many.  I  could 
mune  a  government  in  this  country,  Sir, 
under  which  those  writings,  which  are  now 
cried  up,  as  founded  upon  the  laws,  and  in 
the  constitution,  would  have  been  punished 
as  libels,  even  by  gentlemen  who  are  now 
the  warmest  advocates  for  the  Liberty  of 
the  Press,  and  for  suffering  the  authors  of 
those  dail^  libels  that  appear  in  print  to 
pass  with  impunity.  But  I  ask  pardon  for 
what  I  have  said  that  may  appear  foreign 
to  the  present  consideration ;  I  was  led  to 
it  by  what  had  been  thrown  out  by  the 
gentleman  who  spoke  befor^. 

Then  the  Speaker  having  drawn  up  the 
question,    it    was    unanimously    resolv- 
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<<That  iti8anhi^iiidigiiityto,afida 
**  notorious  breach  of  the  PrivOege  df^  thii 
"  House,  for  any  News-Writer,  in  Letten 
**  or  other  Papers,  (as  Minutes,  or  under 
**  any  other  denomination)  or  for  asj 
**  printer  or  publisher  of  any  printed  News- 
**  Paper  of  any  denomination,  to  presume 
**  to  insert  in  the  said  Letters  or  PapeiSi 
**  or  to  give  therein  any  Account  of  the 
'*  Debates,  or  other  Proceedings  of  thii 
«  House,  or  any  Committee  thereof,  ss 
**  well  during  the  Recess,  as  the  sitting  ot 
**  ParUament ;  and  that  this  House  will 
<*  proceed  with  the  utmost  severity  against 
**  such  offendecs.'* 


Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Bill  for 
securing  the  Trade  to  America.^'}  Mar 
5.  Mr.  Putteney  rose  and  spoke  as  foUov^': 

Sir :    The  advanced  season  of  the  year, 

*  '*  As  the  public  mind  became  moreaaei 
more  ezasperaled  against  Spain,  and  as  tke 
pusillanimity  of  the  minister  became  the  coo- 
stant  object  of  popular  invecttre,  tbe  opposiuoa 
determined  to  exert  one  great  effort  to  brin^^  <  q 
immediate  hostilities,  and  to  preclude  tbe  mi- 
nister from  availing  himself  of  tbe  interral  whkii 
was  still  lefl  open  for  netipciation.  Polienn, 
who  conducted  this  whole  bnsioesa  with  gfreii 
address  and  ability,  was  the  organ  of  the  mino- 
rity. He  moved  to  bring  in  a  bill  under  liic 
plausible  title  of  effectually  securing  and  ti<- 
couraging  the  trade  to  America.  It  uas  to  ic- 
vive  part  of  two  acts,  passed  io  tbe  reii^ii <( 
queen  Anne,  and  in  effect,  if  carried,  it  wouM 
have  amounted  to  a  declaration  of  war, ii! 
tended  to  involve  the  country  with  all  the  ccm- 
mercial  nations  in  Europe.  -  The  intentioD  oi 
the  act  was,  to  give  the  property  of  all  prizes 
taken. from  the  Spaniards,  after  a  declaraiiun  oi 
war,  to  tbe  officers  and  seamen  present  io  tL« 
action  ;  head  money,  or  5/.  for  every  SuaniarJ 
made  prisoner  at  sea,  was  to  be  grantca  to  tbe 
sailors ;  and  the  property  of  all  places  taken  wac 
to  be  vested,  by  the  King's  patent,  in  tbe  ca)ilor$. 

«'  During^  its  progress  the  minister  anacH 
it  with  great  stren^  of  argumeot.  He  en- 
deavoured to  shew  Its  impropriety  at  this  jnnc- 
ture,  and  pointed  out  themjosioe  of  partirnlar 
parts.  In  the  course  of  the  debates  manjf  per- 
sonal reflections,  higblv  injurious  to  bis  ciia- 
racter,  were  cast  on  the  minister,  and  a  bitter 
altercation  arose  between  him  and  Pulteoe\, 
who  was  loudly  called  to  order,  and  obliged  to 
acknowledge,  that  the  warmth  of  bis  temper 
had  transported  bini  to  use  some  uoffoarded  ex- 
pressions, for  which  be  testified  bis  ooncero. 
The  Bill  was  negatived  by  a  great  majorit}*;' 
Coxe's  Memoirs  of  Sir  Uobert  VVslpoie. 
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)lftAiT  with  the  i^Tehenrions  of  a  rup- 
m  happening  betwixt  Spain  and  Great 
intain,  before  our  next  meeting,  makes  it 
eoenaiy  for  us  to  enter  into  such  mea- 
Res  36  may  render  the  war,  should  any 
Ippen,  suceesslul  on  our  part.  By  the 
^uticms  which  we  have  ah'eady  come 
ifihis  seeaioDy  we  have  enabled  his  Majesty 
I  provide  for  war;  we  have  declared  otir 
iriiness  to  stand  by  him,  in  whatever 
IMores  he  may  find  necessary  for  vindi- 
fjiBg  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  for 
^riaff  reparation  to  his  injured  sub- 
lets, and  satis&ction  for  the  insults  that 
jve  been  put  upon  the  nation*  At  the 
jBK  time,  Sir,  these  Resolutions  are  upon 

t clearest  proofs  of  an  insolent  unjustifi- 
t  conduct  on  the  part  of  Spain,  and 
Itch,  without  a  very  ample  satismction  on 
■ir  part,  must  occasion  a  war  betwixt 
btvro  nations  before  next  session* 
Ib  the  event  of  a  war,  I  believe,  no  gen- 
fman  doubts  but  that  it  must  on  our  part 
^aseawar;  andif  it  is  a  sea  war,  we 
ight  to  consider  of  the  proper  measures 
raonojHng  the  enemy  as  effectuallv  as 
MUe.  &  order  to  do  this,  we  ought  to 
llMilt  the  conduct  of  that  wise  adminis- 
kon,  which  carried  on  the  last  great  war 
rEurope*  These  great  men.  Sir,  found 
f  experience,  that  the  prize  offices,  not- 
pttstaoding  all  the  precautions  taken  to 
jgolate  them,  were  discouragements  to 
^  brave  seamen  who  had  ventured  their 
m  in  their  country's  service :  for  when 
fme  was  brought  in,  the  commissioners 
p  the  prize  offices,  their  clerks,,  and  the 
1^  (nices  attending  them  fell  upon  so 
$kj  low  shifts  to  demuid  the  poor  sailors, 
l|t  by  deducting  so  much  clear  of  the 
pbet  for  the  crown^  then  so  much  for 
lor  own  perquisites,  ttiat  I  have  many 
|KS  known  a  prize  bring  the  o^itains 
|h>  debt  to  the  crown.  For  this  reason 
»lras  necessary  in  the  6th  of  queen  Anne, 
ipaas  an  Apt  for  better  settlinff  the  trade 
f  the  kingdom  by  cruizers  and  convoys. 
^  this  law,  which  was  made  only  to  con- 
iaiie  during  the  war  we  were  then  engaged 
1^  it  was  enacted^  that  if  any  vessel  should 
e  taken  by  any  ship  of  war,  or  privateer, 
nd  condemned  as  prize,  the  officers  and 
nunen  concerned  m  taking  her  should 
lay'e  the  sole  interest  and  property  in  the 
Iq>  and  cargo  so  taken.  By  the  same 
iA.^oj^  methods  were  laid  down  for 
loinii^g'and  disposing  of  the  prize,  and 
or  diriding  the  money  arising  from  the 
1^  thereof  amOng  those  that  had,  and 
R^t  only  to  have  a  right  to  it,  without 
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subjecting  our  brave  and  honest  seamen 
to  the  fees  and  perquisites,  and  usual  pur« 
loinings  of  a  public  office.  And  as  a  &r« 
ther  encoura^ment  for  our  seamen  to 
weaken  and  distress  the  enemy,  bv  seizing  ' 
and  taking  their  ships,  a  reward  ot  5/.  to  be 
p^id  out  of  the  public  revenue  was  given 
to^every  man  that  was  on  board  such  ships 
of  war'  or  privateer,  at  the  begmning  of 
the  engagement;  so  that  every  seaman 
had  the  comfort  to  think,  that  if  he  was 
killed  in  the  action,  his  wife  and  children, 
or  his  executors,  would  be  sure  of  getting 
something  by  his  death. 

But  this  dSfair  having  been  once  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  parliament, 
even  this  law  was  not  thought  sufficient  for 
the  encouraeement  of  our  seamen,  and  for 
preventing  Uie  abuses  that  had  been  put 
upon  them;  and  therefore.  Sir,  anotner 
Act  was  passed  the  same  year,  for  encou- 
raging our  trade  to  America,  by  which  it 
was  expressly  enacted,  That  all  prize  of- 
fices should  be  suppressed,  and  that  the  of* 
ficers  and  seamen  of  every  ship  of  war 
should  have  the  sole  interest  in  all  ships 
and  goods,  being  first  condemned  by  the 
proper  court  as  lawful  prize.  By  the  same 
Act  it  was  likewise  enacted,  That  during 
the  war,  the  lord  admiral,  or  conunissicmers 
of  the  Admiralty,  should,  at  the  request  of 
any  British  owner  of  any  ship,  giving  se- 
curity as  usual,  except  for  pajrment  mthe 
tenth  to  the  lord  admiral,  grant  commis- 
sions to  the  commanders  of  such  ships,  for 
seizing  ships  and  goods  belonging  to  his 
Majesty's  enemies  in  any  of  the  seas  or 
rivers  in  America :  and  that  the  shins  and 
goods  so  taken,  after  being  adjudged  prize, 
should  be  divided  an^ongst  the  owners  of,<  * 
and  persons  on  board  the  ships  tliat  took 
them,  according  to  the  agreement  that  had 
been  made  between  the  owners  and  the 
ships  crew.  And  in  order  to  encourage 
private  men  or  societies,  to  be  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  attacking  and  making  war  on  the 
enemies  of  their  country,  it  was  by  the 
same  law  enacted.  That  her  Majesty,  dur- 
ing the  war,  might  grant  commissions  or 
charters  to  any  persons  or  societies,  for 
taking  any  ships,  goods,  harbours,  lands  or 
fortifications  of  her  Majesty's  enemies  in 
America,  and  for  holding  and  enjoying  the 
same  as  their  own  property  and  estate  for 
ever. 

But  all  these  regulations.  Sir,  being  de- 
terminable at  the  end  of  the  war,  they  can 
at  present  be  of  no  manner  of  use  to  the 
nation.  However  it  is  evident,  that  if  we 
would  do  any  thing  effectuid  against  Spain, 
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» icfiktieiii  muit  ht  re?ived;  it  is 
flt  that;  if  they  are  not  leyivcd,  oor 
•aikMEB,  upon  the  coBwnencement  of  hoefei* 
l^eiy  will  be  sabjected  te  all  tiie  ineoava* 
luencaB  whie!^  reaidarad  tlw  paniiig  tiie 
tve  laws,  I  have  bow  aieatioDed,  aeeea- 
any .  The  oficeia  who  must  be  coiieer&ed 
in  the  prize  affce%  would,  I  beliere,  have 
ai  dammy  finffeis  at  any  of  their  prede* 
ceteors,  nid  the  tetwc  sailora  be  as  mach 
•nposedupoD.  ABOlferreoMdyingthese 
inconvenienees  oaimot  be  objected  to,  but 
by  those  who  wiih  thn  nation  no  su€ce« 
in  any  thing  undertaken  itx  the  coBunoa 
flood.  I  am  indeed  sorry,  that  the  r^^* 
hitions  oootaiiied  in  the  tare  acts  I  have 
mentioned,  were  not  made  perpetual; 
which  might  dien  easily*  hare  been  done, 
because  it  a^ht  ha^e  h^mi  enacted,  that 
they  should  at  the  beginning  of  every  fii*- 
ture  war  be  revived  by  his  Majesty's  pro- 
clamation^ and  that  they  should  then  coo- 
tiaue  in  force,  till  his  Majesty  put  a  stop 
to  them  by  a  new  prodamation :  this,  i 
think,  Sir,  was  a  fault ;  and  as  we  are  now 
hi  .diuiger  of  being  involved  tn  a  war  be- 
fore next  session  of  parliaBieBt,  we  ought 
therefore,  in  this  session,  to  repair  that 
^It  or  oversiffht,  by  enacting,  that  in  case 
of  a  war  with  Spmn,  these  several  regular 
tions  diould  be  revived.  The  Bill,  Sir, 
which  I  intend  to  move  for,  is  calculated 
for  this  and  no  other  purpose ;  for  as  it  in- 
troduces no  new  law,  nor  proposes  the  es- 
tablishing any  regulations,  of  which  we 
have  had  no  experience ;  as  its  only  inten- 
tion is  to  revive  sooae  former  temporary 
regulations,  that  were  found  to  be  of  great 
advantage  during  the  last  war ;  it  can  oc- 
casion no  jealousy  or  suspidon  in  'any 
British  eubject,  nor  can  it  ^ve  uneasiness 
to  any  man  that  wishes  well  to  Great  Bri- 
tain. It  may  indeed  give  some  uneasiness 
and  concern  to  the  court  of  Spain,  be- 
cause it  will  convince  them  we  are  resolved 
not  to  be  put  oiT  any  Umger  with  tadious 
ne^ociations  or  sham  treaties:  thatno- 
thmg  will  now  prevail  but  granting  us  im- 
medkte  and  fuU  sati^ftction :  and  that  if 
we  send  out  any  more  squadrons,  it  will 
not  be  to  par  them  a  compliment,  but  to 
poar  down  toe  vengeance  of  Great  Britain 
upon  than.  This  will  be  more  efectual 
for  preventing  a  war  than  all  the  tnsaties 
which  we  have  been  puzzling  out  for  these 
eighteen  or  twenty  yem,  aiul  at  the  same 
time  be  an  eneouragememt  for  our  Mople 
at  heme,  to  ooHtrSbttte  with  cheerAilness 
their  proportien  of  the  great  expeneias 
wfaicii  the  present  eitQuUonof  aiaMs  to- 
f  ttirea.  . 
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The  eahar  argtmienfes.  Sir,  which  oajr 
beadvaBwedtaaappoit  the  Biil,wliidil 
intaid  to  move  for,  will  perhaps  cone 
aasm  pcaperiy  in  another  tube.  At  pn- 
;  I  hun^ly  move,  that  the  6th  s&d8lfc 


sections  of  an  Act  made  in  thatitfa  vev  «f 
the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  entitlea,  *  As 
«  Act  for  the  better  securing  the  trade  of 


this  kingdom  by  craizers  and  convojvf 
and  ako  the  eeeond  section  of  an  Act  made 
the  sane  year,  entitled,  <  An  Act  f«r  ^ 
'  encouragement  of  the  trade  to  America,* 
HUNT  be  read. 

The  question  being  put,  dw  sanit  vei« 
read  accordingly. 

Sir  Robert  JValpoU  spoke  next: 

Sir:  I  believe  gentlemen  will  be  pretty 
much  disappoints,  when  I  assuie  tbflm 
that  I  do  not  rise  up  to  oppose  this  Sill, 
hinted  at  by  thehoa.  gentleman  wbeapob 
last.  I  am  for  my  own  part  penuaded, 
when  it  comes  before  the  House,  that  it 
will  appear  a  very  improper  Bill  at  this 
juncture,  and  i  will  undertake  to  prove  it 
so.  I  cannot  however  avoid  taking  notiee 
how  diferent  the  time  and  the  maaner  in 
which  the  two  Billi  mentioned  vere 
brou^t  in,  is  from  the  time  and  msoner 
m  which  the  hon.  gentleman  proposes  to 
bring  in  his  BilL 

As  to  the  time.  Sir,  the  two  former  Billi 
were  passed,  after  the  nation  had  been  five 
or  six  years  in  actual  war ;  therefore  nei- 
ther we  nor  our  allies  could  su&r  by  say 
precipitate  declaration  of  sudi  a  messora 
as  this  is.  By  these  Bills,  Sir,  we  did  nfit 
make  one  nation  m  Europe  our  eneBiy; 
we  gave  no  jealousy  to  our  allies ;  we  ^t 
the  crown  under  no  difficulties :  but  1  smil 
submit  it  to  gentlemen's  coasideratieD, 
how  for  it  is  pmsflile  to  avoid  these  iocoo* 
^leniences,  should  such  a  Bill  pass  at  pre- 
sent It  would  perhaps.  Sir,  be  looked 
upon  as  anticq>ating  the  debate,  should  I 
enter  upon  any  discussion  of  our  present 
situation  at  home  and  abroad.  That  jb  • 
consideration  whidi  will  be  much  more 
mroper  when  the  Bill  is  brought  befon  us. 
Thus  much  only  I  will  venture  tosav,tli^ 
I  shaii  never  be  either  afoaid  or  aahsaied 
of  opposing  any  BtU,  which  mi^  lead  to 
plunge  this  nation  into  a  rutnoasaad  per- 
naps  doiibtfol  war. 

Having  said  thus  mueh.  Sir,  with  legtfd 
to  the  timiogof  thk  Bill,  gnre  me  lean 
just  to  tench  upon  the  manner  in  whidi  it 
was  brought  in.  i  am  old  eiuMi^y  Sir,^ 
remember,  that  when  the  two  Bws  paaed 
ia  the  6th  >Mr  of  fueen  Anne  4Nr  the  par* 
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poses  neBtioned  by  the  hon.  gentleman, 
were  broi^ht  in,  tlie  crown  had  previously 
given  up  its  title  to  the  share  which  it 
claimed  in  the  prizes.  We  hod  likewise 
«ome  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  lord  high 
£(lmiraL  Gentlemen  will  consider  if  we 
can  properly  bring  in  apy  Bill  of  this  na* 
ture,  without  some  previous  steps  of  that 
Idod :  however,  as  I  am  entirely  ignorant 
of  the  shape  in  whioh  the  Bill  mavappear, 
I  shall  not  oppose  its  being  brought  m. 

Sir  WUliam  Windham  spoke  next : 

Sir :  The  hon.  gentleman  who  :q>oke 
last,  did  not  indeed  oppose  the  motion  for 
bringtag  in  this  BIS,  but  he  took  care  to 
let  genSemen  know  that  he  thought  it  a 
very  wrong  thing  to  bring  it  in  at  all.  But 
I  hope  gentlemen  will  not  for  all  that  be 
so£u*  prepoBsessed  against  it  as  to  think  it 
a  bad  BiU,  because  one  gentleman  does 
not  think  it  fit  for  his  purpose.  As  to 
n-hat  the  hon.  gentleman  said  about  the 
time  in  which  this  Bill  is  moved  for ;  in- 
stead of  being  sorry  with  him  that  it  is  too 
predpitaie,  I  am  sorry  we  are  so  late  in 
moving  it.  We  are  not  indeed  in  ac- 
toal  war  at  present  with  the  Spaniards, 
but  I  am  yrery  sure  they  are  at  war  with 
us,  and  have  been  so  these  twen^  years ; 
therefore  it  is  now  high  time  tor  us  to 
shew  them  that  we  dare  make  war  upon 
them. 

The  hon.  gentleman's  other  objection 
was  to  the  manner  in  which  this  Bill  is  to 
be  brought  in.  I  beUeve,  Sir»  it  is  as  re- 
gularly moved  for  as  any  other  Bill  of  the 
israe  or  a  like  nature  ever  was!^  We  have 
indeed  had  no  previous  notice  from  the 
crown  of  a  cession  of  its  right  in  the  prizes ; 
hut  I  apprdiend  there  is  no  occasion  for  it, 
as  will  appear  when  the  Bill  is  brought 
in.  As  to  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  said  about  the  crown's  previously 
^ving  im.  its  shaje  in  the  prizes,  if  it 
u  fact.  It  discovered  great  wisdom  and 
honesty  in  tiie  then,  ministry,  in  advis- 
ing the  crown  to  such  a  cession ;  but  I 
apprehend  the  cession  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman means,  was  no  other  than  a  para- 
graph in  a  speech  from  the  throne,  three 
or  tour  years  before  the  acts  from  which 
you  have  h^rd  the  paragraphs  read  were 
passed,  and  whidi  I  believe  nad  no  weight 
with  the  Hoiye  of  Conmions  which  passed 
these  acts.  The  hon.  gentleman  menti<med 
the  rights  of  the  lord  high  admiral.  If  the 
lord  hiffh  admiral  has  any  claim  against 
this  Bill,  I  diure  say  the  gentleman,  in  whom 
that  great  olEoe  ia  now  vetted,  will  take 
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that  no  future  lord  hig^  admiral  shall 
suffer  for  want  of  an  opposition  to  any  in- 
vasions upon  his  rights :  so  I  hope  gentle- 
men will  not  be  amused  by  any  assertions 
or  insinuations,  as  if  tliis  bill  werp  disre- 
spectful to  the  crown,  or  prejudicial  to  any 
of  die  great  officers  )  it  can  be  of  preju- 
dice to  none  but  to  those  who  arc  so  to  the 
nation. 

Mr.  Pulteney  then  made  a  motion,  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Sand^^s,  <<  That  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  more  effec- 
tual securing  qpd  encouraging  the  trade  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects  to  America ;"  which 
was  ordered  accordingly. 

May  8.  Mr.  Pulteney  presented  the 
said  Bill,  whi^h  was  read  a  first  time. 

May  12.  About  12  o'clock  Mr.  Pulte- 
ney moved  for  the  order  of  the  day,  and 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  Sandys:  but  the 
Bill  to  empower  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Al- 
dermen of^  London  to  set  the  price  upon 
all  Coals  commonly  called  sea-coals,  im- 
ported into  the  port  of  London  from  New- 
castle and  the  ports  adjacent  thereunto» 
for  one  Tear,  having  taken  up  a  great  deal 
of  the  House's  time  that  session,  Mr.  Win- 
nington,  who  was  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  which  it  was  committed,  opposed 
the  same ;  upon  which 

The  Speaker  said : 

Gentlemen:  A  motion  w  unexpected 
as  the  present  makes  it  difficult  for  me  to 
determme  in  what  manner  to  behave:  it 
has  never  been  the  custom  in  this  House 
to  call  for  the  order  of  the  day  till  two 
o'clock  at  soonest,  because  by  that  hour 
gentlemen  are  all  present  in  the  Housey 
and  thereby  have  the  fairer  opportunity  of 
knowing  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  the 
business  of  the  day :  but  as  this  motion  has 
been  made  by  an  hon.  gentleman,  and  regu- 
larly seconded  by  another,  it  is  my  duty,  if 
the  motion  is  not  retracted,  to  take  the  sense 
of  the  House  upon  it.  And  gentlemen  I 
hope  will  not  b^  offended,  if  previous  there- 
to I  acquaint  them  with  my  thoughts  of 
the  matter.  It  is  always  my  custom,  gen- 
tlemen, before  I  take  the  Chair,  to  digest 
in  my  own  mind  the  manner  in  which  the 
affairs  of  the  da^  may  be  best  carried  on^ 
both  for  the  ease  of  gentlemen,  and  the 
dispatch  of  business.  Gentlemen  know 
very  well  that  this  day  they  are  to  have  a 
Conference  witii  the  Lords  about  some 
amendments  to  the  Bill  for  the  more  effec-' 
tual  securing  the  payment  of  Rents  to 
Landlords,  and  preventing  Frauds  in  Te- 
nants.   As  I  believe  the  Copfeience  will 

[3G} 


819] 


11  GEORGE  n. 


DAate  in  the  Commons  <m  fke  BSl 


not  continue  very  long,  perhi^  not  half 
an  hour,  and  very  little  of  our  time  w31  be 
spent  in  the  reporting  it,  I  thought  the 
most  proper  way  of  proceeding  on  the  bu- 
siness of  the  day,  was  first  to  consider  the 
amendments  of  the  Coal-Bill,  then  go  to 
the  Conference,  and  when  gentlemen  are 
returned  from  the  Conference,  which  may 
be  about  half  an  hour  after  two  o'clock,  to 
call  in  the  order  of  the  day,  for  which  the 
present  motion  is  made.  This,  gentle- 
men, is  the  scheme  which  I  had  digested 
with  myself,  and  I  wish  it  may  be  agree- 
able to  the  House. 

Mr.  PvUene^ : 

Sir :  Wlten  I  made  the  motion,  it  was  not 
with  a  design  to  put  the  House  to  any  in- 
conveniences, or  to  interrupt  the  other  bu- 
siness of  the  day.  But  since  the  session 
of  the  parliament  is  now  so  far  advanced, 
that,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  it  will  con- 
tinue but  three  days  longer ;  and  since  this 
Bill  is  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  the 
trade  and  weUare  of  the  nation ;  and  if  we 
do  not  ^o  through  it  to-day  in  the  Com- 
mittee, It  is  in  danger  of  bemg  dropped  in- 
tirely,  I'  thought  it  necessary  to  press  the 
consideration  of  it.  The  Coal  Bill  I  know, 
though  of  less  importance,  will,  when  we 
enter  upon  it,  engross  much  of  our  time, 
of  whicn  part  may  be  saved,  by  putting  off 
the  report  for  a  day,  because  gentlemen 
will  have  leisure  to  concert  the  amend- 
ments among  themselves,  and  the  House 
will  perhaps  escape  the  trouble  of  a  debate. 
But  the  Bill  in  my  hands  is  of  a  diflerent 
'  nature :  it  is  a  Bill  in  which  we  are  all 
equally  concerned,  a  Bill  for  which  the 
public  is  anxious,  and  which  claims  all  the 
attention  we  can  give:  gentlemen  can 
never  be  more  useftdly  employed  than  in 
seriously  examining  how  it  may  be  amended 
or  altered,  so  as  best  to  answer  the  ends 
for  which  it  is  calculated.  For  these  rea- 
sons. Sir,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  insist  upon 
my  motion. 

Mr.  Winnington : 

Sir  ;  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  a 
gentleman  in  this  House  who  remembers* 
a  single  instance  of  the  order  of  the  day 
being  catted  for  before  two  o'clock.  It 
has  cuways  been  the  method  of  thi»  House 
to  receive  reports  before  any  other  busi- 
ness was  engaged  in ;  and  I  have  now,  Sir, 
In  my  hand  t£e  Report  of  a  conunittee 
upon  the  amendments  to  a  Bill,  on  which 
this  House  has  bestowed  more  time  and 
consideration  than  upon  any  Bill  that  has 


been  before  it  this  session.  I  shall  not 
dispute  the  importance  of  the  Bill  wfaidi 
the  hon.  gentleman  has  in  his  hand;  but 
surely.  Sir,  gentlemen  have  no  ressoo  to 
complain  of  the  reception  it  hath  yet  met 
with  from  the  House.  It  has  been  twice 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  conmutted  in  as 
short  a  time  as  any  bill  could  be,  at  tbe 
end  of  a  session,  and  amidst  sudi  a  multi- 
plicity of  busbess  ;  it  is  therefore,  Sir,  I 
think,  but  reasonable,  that  the  report  I 
have  in  my  hand  be  now  received,  and 
that  the  Bill  for  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
interests  himself,  take  its  turn  in  a  regular 
WJTV.     Upon  this. 

The  Speaker  intimating  as  if  it  would  be 
agreeable  to  him  if  the  motion  weredropt, 

Mr.  Pubeney  said : 

Sir :  Though  I  might  vezy  well  be  ex- 
cused from  retracting  the  motion  1  hart 
made,  yet  your  judgment.  Sir,  shall  al- 
ways have  great  influence  with  me.  If 
therefore  gentlemen  wiU  be  pleased  to 
agree  to  your  proposal,  I  am  content  that 
the  report  which  the  hon.  gentleman  has 
to  make  be  now  received. 

No  reply  bemg  made  to  this,  Mr.  Win- 
nington  read  the  Report  from  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Coal  lull,  and  tbe  House 
went  through  the  first  Amendment ;  which 
occasioning  some  debate,  employed  them 
till  two  o'clock,  the  hour  appointed  for 
the  conference.  In  the  mean  time,  sir 
Robert  Walpole  and  many  other  men^n 
coming  into  the  House,  Mr.  Winnmgtoo 
moved.  That  the  farther  consideratioa  oT 
the  Amendments  should  be  resumed  when 
the  conference  was  over.    Upon  this 

Mr.  Pulteney  spoke  as  follows : 

Sir:  If  there  is  either  faith,  honour,  or 
common  justice  amongst  gentlemen,  thii 
motion  ought  not  to  be  agreed  to.  I  ^ 
peal.  Sir,  to  every  gentleman  who  was  in 
the  House,  when  I  moved  for  the  order  of 
the  day,  if  I  did  not  retract  my  motion, 
from  a  deference  to  your  judgment,  which 
influenced  me  to  agree  to  what  was  con- 
trary to  my  own.  You  were  pleased.  Sir, 
to  inform  us  how  you  had  digested  the  ba- 
sinets of  the  day  in  your  own  mind ;  and 
in  consequence  of  your  proposal,  wewere^ 
inunediately  after  the  conference,  toater 
upon  the  order  of  the  day.  This,  Sir,  I 
agreed  to,  and  not  one  gentleman  ex- 
pressed his  dissent.  With  what  face  then 
can  gentlemen  make  a  motion  so  contraij 
to  what  they  agreed  to  scarce  an  hour 
ago !  This,  Sir,  is,  I  must  own,  a  very  ex- 
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traordioary  manner  of  proceeding  amongst 
gentlemen ;  and  for  tliat  reason.  Sir,  were 
it  for  DO  other,  I  hope  this  House  will 
never  agree  to  so  pernicious  a  precedent. 

Mr.  Winnington  spoke  next : 

Sir :  I  do  not  know  how  just  a  con- 
struction the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last  has  put  upon  your  words,  but  1  am 
sure  I  understood  them  in  a  manner  quite 
(liferent  from  what  he  seems  to  have  done. 
It  never  entered.  Sir,  into  my  head,  to 
think  that  we  were  to  leave  the  Coal  Bill 
abruptly,  and  not  proceed  again  in  it, 
when  the  House  comes  from  the  confer- 
ence. I  could  wish  indeed  that  gentlemen 
had  met  with  no  difficulties  in  the  Amend- 
ments, that  we  might  have  gone  into  a 
committee  upon  the  hon.  gentleman's  mo- 
tion, when  wfe  returned  from  the  confer- 
ence. But,  Sir,  as  this  is  a  Bill  of  very 
great  consequence  to  the  cities  of  London 
and  Westminster,  I  hope  gentlemen  will 
be  pleased  to  consider,  that  if  they  should 
postpone  it  now,  it  perhaps  may  not  be 
ready  for  the  royal  assent  this  session ;  and 
that  before  the  next,  extortion  may  pro- 
ceed to  greater  enormities,  and  the  griev- 
ance become  too  heavy  to  be  borne.  A 
man.  Sir,  must  always  be  the  best  judge  of 
his  own  intentions,  and  I  declare  I  never 
had  intention  of  Icavbg  this  Bill  unfinished, 
in  order  to  proceed  upon  another,  which, 
however  fond  some  gentlemen  are  of  it, 
may  perhaps,  when  carefully  examined, 
not  be  found  of  such  importance  as  they 
imagine. 

Several  gentlemen  then  declared  that 
they  apprehended  the  House  was  to  pro- 
ceed unon  the  Coal  Bill  till  the  time  ap- 
pointed for  the  conference,  and  that  when 
the  conference  was  over,  they  w^re  imme- 
diately to  resolve  into  a  committee  upon 
the  Bill  moved  to  be  considered.  At  the 
same  time  they  called  loudly  upon  the 
Chair  to  inform  the  House,  if  that  was  not 
his  meaning  ?  If  he  did  not  understand 
tliat  it  was  upon  that  assurance  that  the 
motion  made  by  Mr*  Pulteney  was  re- 
tracted ? 

Mr.  Speaker  seeming  unwilling  to  give, 
any  positive  decision, 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  rose,  and  said ; 

Sir:  I  own  myself  a  little  unfit  to 
speak  in  this  debate,  because  I  was  not 
present  when  the  hon.  gentleman  made 
the  motion  tliat  gave  rise  to  it.  But,  I 
think.  Sir,  neither  the  hon.  gentleman 
himself  who  made  the  motion,  nor  any  of 
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his  friends  who  have  since  given  the 
House  their  sense  of  the  matter,  have 
affirmed,  that  the  hon.  gentleman  who  op- 
posed the  motion  dropt  one  word,  from 
which  it  could  be  inferred  that  he  should 
be  willing  that  the  House  should  leave 
the  Bill  upon  which  we  now  are,  without 
completing  it,  in  order  to  examine  ano- 
ther Bill,  only  because  it  is  so  much  a  fa- 
vourite of  the  hon.  gentleman  who  made 
the  motion,  that  rather  than  omit  any 
thing  that  could  tend  to  promote  it,  he 
chose  to  act  in  a  way  somewhat  dark, 
artful,  and  suspicious,  by  moving  for  the 
order  of  the  day  at  a  very  unusual  time, 
when  by  the  well-known  form  of  the 
House,  tne  preference  W9$  to  be  given  to 
other  business. — This,  among  gentlemen, 
is  an  uncommon  way  of  acting,  and  like 
gaining  a  stolen  march  upon  a  dreaded 
adversary.^ — ^If,  Sir,  one  gentleman  has  a 
fondness  for  a  Bill  which  has,  perhaps, 
cost  him  some  trouble  in  preparmg  and 
bringing  into  the  House,  sure  it  is  very 
reasonable  to  indulge  another  gentleman 
in  the  same  partiality  for  one  that  has  cost 
the  House  so  much  time  and  trouble  in 
examining,  canvassing,  and  amending,  as 
the  Bill  now  under  our  consideration  ha^ 
done. — For  this  reason.  Sir,  I  am  for  re- 
suming the  consideration  of  this  Bill,  and 
when  we  have  gone  through  it,  I  shall,  with 
all  my  heart,  agree  to  our  examining  the 
other  Bill,  if  tbu  House  shall  think  proper. 
In  the  mean  time«  Sir,  J  cannot  see  with 
what  reason  the  hon.  gentleman  who  made 
the  motion  should  accuse  gentlemen  of 
breach  offaith,  honour,  and  common  jus- 
tice, for  not  understanding  your  words  in 
the  very  same  manner  wiSi  himself :  nor, 
indeed,  do  I  think  a  matter  of  this  import- 
ance ought  to  have  taken  up  so  much  of 
our  time  :  nobody  opposes  bur  going  into 
a  committee  upon  this  Bill ;  only  let  us  do 
it  at  a  convenient  time>  without  postponing 
other  business  that  ought  to  have  the  pre- 
ference. Therefore,  Sir,  1  am  entirely  of 
opinion,  that  we  ought  to  resume  the 
further  consideration  of  the  Bill  now  be- 
fore us. 

Mr^'PidUneif : 

Sir :  From  what  was  last  spoken,  I  can 
easily  foresee  the  fate  of  the  Bill  I  have 
now  in  my  hand  :  I  can  discern  through 
all  these  tliin  disguises,  that  some  gentle- 
men have  recourse  to  a  mean  expedient  to 
hinder  us  from  considering  a  Bill  against 
which  no  shew  of  reason  or  argument  can 
be  advanced.    I  hate.  Sir,  all  expedients^ 


823] 


11  GEORGE  IL 


Dthate  in  the  Colnnums  on  the  BU 


and  I  disdain  all  ministers  who  use  diem. 
Some  ministers,  Sir,  there  are,  who  live 
upon  expedients,  and  who  cannot  do  their 
dirty  work  without  them.  Expedients, 
Sir,  in  the  hands  of  weak  ministers,  are 
the  instruments  of  defeating  the  most  be- 
neficiail  and  of  promoting  the  most  de- 
structive measures.  Some  ministers  know, 
Sir,  that  the  Bill  for  which  I  now  stand  up, 
is  a  Bill  that  leaves  no  room  for  cobweb 
negociations,  inconsistent  treaties,  or  mock 
expeditions  for  the  future ;  and  that.  Sir,  is 
the  reason  why  this  method  is  made  use  of 
to  undermine  it.  If  I  had  been  o^Mtble 
of  acting  as  the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last  has  suggested,  I  might  have  had  many 
opportunities  of  taking  the  advantage  of  a 
thin  House,  either  to  bring  in  or  throw  out 
Bills  of  the  greatest  consequence.  I  ap- 
peal to  every  gentleman  who  hears  me,  if 
It  has  not  been  many  times  in  my  power 
to  have  dropt  in,  even  upon  a  Land-tax 
BiU,  with  half  a  dozen  of  my  friends,  and 
to  have  thrown  it  out.  But,  Sir,  I  have 
always  disdained  these  arts.  .  The  Bill,  Sir, 
for  which  I  have  laboured,  will  I  hope, 
recommend  itself  to  every  gentleman  who 
has  a  just  sense  of  his  country's  honour  ; 
and  if  it  is  decreed  that  it  must  fall  to  the 
ground,  1  shall  at  least  have  the  satis&c- 
tion  of  doing  my  duty  honestly  as  an  Eng- 
lishman and  a  member  of  this  House.  One 
good  consequence  I  am  persuaded  will 
attend  Jt:  my  countrymen  will  learn,  by 
the  fate  of  it,  what  they  are  to  expect ; 
they  will  learn.  Sir,  whether  we  are 
tamely  to  submit  to  insolence  and  op- 
pressions, or  to  seize  the  means  of  re- 
dressing them. 

This  Speech  put  the  House  into  some 
confusion,  and  being  personally  levelled. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  thought  proper  to 
make  the  following  answer : 

Sir :  Though  the  manner  in  which  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last  delivered 
himself,  may  well  excuse  me  from  saying 
any  thing  in  answer  to  a  speech  so  very 
unparliamentary,  and  so  very  inconsistent 
with  all  the  rules  of  common  decency ;  yet 
I  think  I  ought  to  shew  so  miich  regard 
to  the  House  as  to  declare,  that  I  abhor 
dirty  expedients  as  much  as  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman would  be  thought  to  do.  As  for 
his  common  place  railing  aeainst  ministers, 
it  gives  me  very  little  troimle,  so  long  as 
I  am  conscious  I  do  not  deserve  to  have  it 
^plled  to  me.  Were  I  ambitious  of 
shewing  my  wit,  I  wght  have  a  fair  op- 
portumtj  of  doing  it  by  railii\g  against 


mock-patriots  as  much  as  the  hon.  gende* 
man  luis  been  pleased  to  do  against  cor- 
rupt ministers,  and  both  perhaps  m%ht  be 
eq|ually  instructive  to  the  House.  But, 
railing  of  all  kinds.  Sir,  has  ahrays  beat 
looked  upon  as  the  last  expedient  of  dis- 
appointed ambition,  and  a  poor  expedient 
it  is.  Were  I  one  who  for  many  years 
had  unsucCMsfuliy  endeaTomred,by&llthe 
arts  Uiat  malice  and  fidsehoiDd  could  rag* 
^t,  to  work  myself  into  those  posts  and 
dignities  that  1  outwardly  anected  to 
despise ;  I  know  not  how  far.  Sir,  my  tem- 
per miglit  be  soured,  as  to  make  use  of 
such  an  expedient ;  but,  really,  Sr,  if  I 
did,  I  should  make  but  a  very  poor  figure 
in  uie  world.  Why  the  hon.  gentleman 
should  suppose  there  was  any  preme^tated 
design  in  uie  ministry  to  throw  out  his  6- 
vourite  Bill,  I  cannot  comprehend.  1  be* 
lieve  every  gentleman  here  will  in  his  own 
mind  acquit  the  ministry  of  any  sudi  de- 
sign, when  he  refiecta  upon  the  circum- 
stance that  gave  rise  to  &is  d^mte.  For 
my  part.  Sir,  I  doubt  not  bat  I  shall  be 
able,  without  having  recourse  to  any  other 
expedient  than  reason  and  argument,  to 
shew  that  the  Bill  for  which  the  hon.  go- 
tleman  so  eamesdjr  pleads  is  a  very  bad 
Bill ;  that  it  is  a  Bill  with  a  specious  title, 
but  of  a  destructive  tendency.  But,  Sir, 
as  it  depends  principally  upon  you  to  dear 
up  the  mcts  that  gave  rise  to  this  debate, 
I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  b^  that  yon 
would  inform  the  House  how  the  matter 
stands,  and  for  my  own  part  I  shall  very 
cheerfully  acquiesce  in  your  decision. 

When  sir  Robert  sat  down,  the  Hoose 
almost  unanimously  cried  out.  The  Chair! 
the  Chair!  Upon  which, 

Mr.  Speaker  spoke  to  the  foOoving 
efiect: 

Gentlemen :  I  am  extremely  sorry  that 
any  thing  which  fell  from  me  diould  have 
given  occasion  to  a  dd>ate  of  this  kind, 
and  it  is  a  very  disagreeable  business  to  be 
obliged  to  declare  my  opinion  in  the  pre- 
sent case:  however.  Gentlemen,  as  yoa 
call  uj^n  me  so  loudly,  and  so  unanimouslr 
Ho  do  It,  I  will,  without  regard  to  any  per- 
sons,  or  to  any  distinctions,  inform  the 
House  of  my  real  s6ritinients.  When  I 
made  this  controverted  proposal,  I  thou^t 
there  was  but  very  little  to  do  in  the  Coal 
Bill,  and  that  it  might  have  been  easOy 
over,  before  the  hour  appointed  for  the 
conference ;  and  indeed  1  must,  in  justice 
to  the  hon.  gentieman  who  made  the  first 
motion,  declare^  that  as  I  undeistood  it,  he 
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retracted  his  motion  i:^n  the  supposition 
that  the  House  comphed  with  tne  terms 
which  1  proposed.  These  terms  were, 
that  we  sbouidy  after  the  conference  was 
over,  immediately  go  into  a  Committee 

rthe  hon.  genlleman^  Bill.  As  no 
iion  was  made  to  what  I  suggested, 
either  bj  the  hon.  gentleman  who  made 
the  last  motion,  or  any  of  his  friends,  I  did, 
indeed,  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  terms 
of  my  proposal  were  actually  agreed  to. 
However,!  shall  he  very  proud,  if  what  I 
am  DOW  goin^  to  suggest  can  contribute 
to  make  up  this  breach  The  conference 
will  probabhy  be  over  in  half  an  hour,  dur- 
ing which  time  all  proceedings  on  business 
in  this  House  are  at  a-  stand,  and  gentle- 
men may  thereby  have  an  opportunity  of 
prepariDg  matters  so  as  to  render  it  easy 
for  the  House  to  dispatch  the  Coal  Bill  in 
a  rerjr  short  time.  I  shall  therefore  take 
the  hberty  to  propose,  that  after  gentle- 
men are  returned  from  the  conference, 
the  House  shall  proceed  for  half  an  hour 
upon  the  Coal  Bill,  and  then  resolve  into  a 
committee  on  the  other.  If  the  Coal  Bill 
cannot  be  dispatched  in  half  an  hour,  I 
hope  gentlemen  will  be  pleased  to  agree 
with  our  meeting  to-morrow ;  and  if  they 
will  come  earfyf  I  believe  we  shall  have 
time  enough  for  going  through  the  Coal 
Bill,  and  receiving  the  report  of  the  other 
Bill    Upon  this, 

Mr.  Pulteney  rose  and  said : 

Sn* :  I  own  the  warmth  of  my  temper 
transported  mc,  when  I  spoke  last,  into 
some  expressions,  for  wliich  I  am  now 
▼ery  sorry.  But  what  man,  treated  as  I 
was,  could  have  avoided  some  excess. 
As  you.  Sir,  have  been  so  candid  as  to  in- 
form the  House  of  the  truth  of  the  matter, 
and  so  kind  lis  to  propose  the  method  of 
onr  proceeding,  I  entirely  agree  with  your 
proposal.  I  hope  it  is  fnllly  understood  by 
gentlemen,  and  that  there  will  be  no  mis- 
takes about  it  when  the  proper  time 
coraes. 

There  being  no  objection  made  to  this 
proposal,  the  names  of  the  gentlemen 
appointed  to  manage  the  conference  were 
«uied  over,  and  after  they  had  b^en  gone 
abonthalfan  hour,  they  returned;  upon 
which  every  thing  was  carried  on  accord- 
ing to  what  Mr.  ^eaker  had  said.  After 
the  first  reading  of  the  Bill, 

Sir  Robert  JValpok  spcike  as  follows : 

Sn*:  I  do  not  rise*  up  now  to  give 
my  negative    to    tlie    Bill  before  us; 


I  only  intend  at  present  to  throw  out 
a  few  inconveniences  that  to  me  qypear 
to  lie  against  it,  which,  upon  our  fiir- 
ther  progress,  may  be  worthy  conside- 
ration. At  the  same  time  I  own  my- 
self to  be  tmder  great  difficulties.  On  the 
one  hand,  should  I  vote  for  measures,  that 
must  either  inevitably  plunge  ^  us  into  an 
expensive  and  an  uncertain  war,  or  make 
the  conclusion  of  a  safe  and  honourable 
peace  more  difficult,  I  shall  act  contrary 
to  mv  own  private  opinion,  contrary  to' 
the  duty  I  owe  to  his  Majesty  from  the 
station  I  have  the  honour  to  possess  in  his 
councils,  and  contrary  to  what  I  owe  my 
country  from  the  seat  I  have  in  this  House. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  ^am  too  sensible  of 
the  many  violences  coonnitted,  and 
seizures  made  by  the  Spaniards,  to  oppose 
any  thing  that  carries  a  i>robabDity  or  con- 
tributing to  the  satisfaction  whicn  is  due 
to  our  injured  merchants,  to  the  honour 
of  the  nation,  and  the  dignity  of  the  crown 
of  Britain.  I  shall  therefore  take  the  li- 
berty to  state  some  difficulties  that  in  my 
apprehension  lie  against  passing  the  Bifl 
now  before  us.  And  that  I  may  do  it  the 
more  distinctly,  I  shall  consider  this  Bill 
as  consisting  of  three  difierent  parts,  and 
give  the  House  my  thoughts,  such  as  they 
are,  with  regard  to  each  of  them. 

The  BiU,  Sir,  has,  I  must  acknowle^e, 
a  very  popular  title ;  it  is  called,  *  A  Bill 
for  the  more  efieotual  securing  the  Trade 
of  "his  Majesty's  Subjects  in  America;* 
but  to  me  it  ^ems  to  nave  a  direct  ten- 
dency to  destroy  it.  By  the  first  clause, 
Sir,  the  property  of  all  captures  made 
when  we  come  to  an  open  rupture  with 
Spain,  is  to  be  vested  in  the  persons  of  the 
captors.  The  second  clause  gives  5/. 
to  every  sailor  in  his  Majesty's  navy,  who 
shall  be  on  board  a  ship  of  ours,  that  shall 
take  an  enemy's  ship  on  the  open  seas : 
and  by  a  third  clause  his  Majesty  is  to  be 
impowered  to  grant  his  letters  patent,  for 
incorporating  societies  for  makine  con- 

Suests  of  any  city,  town,  fort,  lands,  set* 
lements,  factories,  &c.  of  the  Spanish  do- 
minions, and  for  assuring  the  property  of 
any  place  taken  to  the  societies  that  may 
be  concerned  therein. 

By  the  first  clause  I  have  mentioned,  if 
all  the  Spanish  Flate-ships  should  be  taken 
by  our  ^t  on  their  return  from,  or  in  the 
harbours  of  America,  that  immense  trea* 
sure  becomes  the  property  of  our  officers 
and  seamen.  I  believe,  gentlemen  need 
not  to  be  told  that  the  Spaniards  have  not 
the  property  of  one  fifth  part  of  the  richeff 
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wliich  are  yearly  brought  home  in  their 
Plate-ships ;  the  fiir  greatest  part  of  the 
cargo  belongs  to  other  nations,  who  are  in 
friendship  and  alliance  with  us.  These 
richesy  Sir,  were  put  on  board  the  Spanish 
ships,  in  full  faith  and  confidence  of  our 
friendship.  The  owners  of  them  are  no 
ways  engaged  in  our  quarrel,  nor  have  we 
ever  received  from  them  any  provocation. 
Now,  Sir,  I  shall  be  glad  to  know  how  it 
would  sound,  if  upon  a  rupture  with  Spain, 
the  fleet  of  Britain  should  seize  upon  the 
wealth  of  her  friends  and  allies,  who  had 
shipped  it  on  board  the  Spanish  ships*  in 
the  full  faith  and  assurance  of  friendship ; 
«nd  what  must  be  the  consequence  of  such 
seizure,  should  it,  by  our  passing  this  Bill, 
be  put  out  of  our  power  to  make  them  any 
restitution. 

Sir,  when  I  have  said  all  this,  I.  am  fSsur 
from  thinking  that  we  are  not  a  sufficient 
match  for  the  Spaniards,  or  if  the  present 
differences  should  come  to  an  open  rupture, 
that  we  should  not  be  able  to  force  them 
soon  to  do  us  justice.  But  give  me  leave 
Sir,  to  say,  th^t  I  think  we  are  not  a  match 
for  the  Spaniards  and  French  too.  Every 
body  knows  that  the  share  which  the 
French  have  in  the  Spanish  Plate  ships  is 
very  considerable,  and  this  being  so,  ttiere 
is  no  room  to  doubt  but  as  soon  as  it  is 
known  at  the  court  of  France,  that  we 
have  passed  a  Bill  to  give  to  our  officers 
and  seamen,  that  treasure  which  she 
thought  so  well  secured  by  her  friendship 
with  us,  she  will  immediately  determine 
herself  with  regard  to  the  part  she  is  to 
take  in  this  quarrel ;  but  it  is  presumed, 
that  the  determination  will  not  be  in  our 
fiivour.  The  manner  in  which  she  will 
naturally  reason  on  our  passing  this  Bill, 
will  be  thus :  "  I  had  resolved  to  stand 
neuter  in  this  quarrel  betwixt  Spain  and 
Britain,  as  tlieir  differences  did  not  affect 
mv  interest.  But  now  the  case  is  altered. 
I  have  a  very  great  property  at  stake,  and 
I  must  take  effectual  care  to  secure  it. 
This  I  can  only  do,  either  by  infesting  the 
coast  of  Britain,  and  thereby  forcing  her 
to  accept  of  what  terms  I  snail  please  to 
impose,  or  by  sending  out  a  sqimdron  of 
men  of  war  to  protect  the  Spanish  Plate 
ships.''  In  this  manner.  Sir,  we  may  be 
assured,  the  court  of  France  will  reason ; 
in  one  or  both  of  these  ways  will  she  na- 
turally act,  if  we  should  pass  the  present 
Bill  into  a  law :  and  in  that  case  1  should 
not  at  all  be  surprized  to  see  the  next 
Spanish  Plate  fleet  come  home  under  a 
French  convoy.    This,  Sir,  I  think,  is  a 


prudential  consideration,  why  we  ought 
not,  but  after  maturely  weighmg  the  c<»- 
sequences,  to  agree  to  the  passing  this 
Bill.  But  there  are  other  reasons  of  a 
different  and  a  more  domestic  nature,  that 
ought  to  make  us  still  more  cautious  in 
every  step  we  take  in  this  affiur.  As  the 
law  already  stands,  Sir,  his  Majesty  may 
dispose  of  captures  made  in  the  time  of 
war  in  what  manner  he  tliinks  fit;  and 
there  are  many  instances  of  ihh  House 
addressing  the  prince  on  tlie  throne  to 
grant  them  to  tlic  officers  and  seamen  con- 
cerned in  tlie  captures.  Such  grants.  Sir, 
have  never  been  refused,  when  so  applied 
for,  and  captures  were  scarce  ever  other- 
wise disposed  of.  An  hon.  gentleman  in 
this  House,  I  beUeve,  if  he  pleases,  can 
infonnyou  that  while  he  commanded  a 
squadron  of  our  ships  during  the  last  war 
w;th  Spain,  a  letter  came  fVom  a  duke,  the 
then  secretary  of  state,  by  which  letter  his 
Majesty  gave  up  all  his  rijght  to  the  several 
Spanish  sliips.  taken  as  prizes  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, m  favour  of  the  officers  and 
sailors  who  took  them.  And,  Sir,  we  have 
not  the  least  reason  to  su^ect  that  our 
seamen  would  meet  with  less  encourage- 
ment under  his  present  Majesty,  tlum  they 
have  done  under  his  royal  predecessors. 
I  think  therefore  it  would  be  very  unad- 
visable  to  engage  in  such  measures,  as 
would,  perhaps,  put  it  out  oi^  his  Majesty's 
power  to  obtain  reparation  of  our  past  m- 
juries,  or  security  for  our  future  commerce. 
Nor  can  I  see,  Sir,  the  least  reason  why 
you  should  put  that  in  your  statute  book, 
which  you  before  had  upon  your  journals. 
I  shall  proceed.  Sir,  to  the  second  con- 
sideration, and  I  hope  I  may,  without 
offence,  be  allowed  to  become  an  advo- 
cate for  our  injured  merchants.  I  repeat 
it.  Sir,  —  an  aavocate  for  the  merchants ! 
of  whose  interest,  however  I  have  been 
misrepresented,  I  am  as  tender  as  the 
warmest  friend  they  have.  My  concern 
for  them.  Sir,  is  lest  they  should  suffer 
more  from  us,  if  we  pass  this  Bill,  than 
they  have  suffered  from  the  Spanish  guar- 
da  costas.  I  dare  say  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  brought  in  the  Bill,  did  not  consider 
the  loss  our  merchants  may  sustain  by  the 
share  they  have  in  the  assurance  made  on 
the  cargoes  of  these  Plate  ships.  There  is 
scarce  any  nation  in  Europe  whose  mer- 
chants have  not  effects  on  board  the  Plate 
ships,  and  which  they  do  not  take  care  to 
insure  either  with  our  merchants  or  the 
Dutch.  Hence  it  is.  Sir,  that  they  become 
accountable  for  the  damages  these  sh^ 
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Buty  Sir,  though  this  miffht  be  done  in  a 
free  country  like  ours,  where  the  laws  ad- 
mit of  no  racks  or  wheels  to  extort  a  dis- 
covery of  that  kind,  yet  who  can  tell  what 
methods  may  he  usea  in  a  country  where 
liberty  is  not  so  well  understood,  and  whose 
prince  is  absolute  ?  There  is  no  gentleman 
more  zealous  for  the  honour  of  Uiis  nation 
than  I  am,  or  more  read^  to  concur  with 
every  measure  for  assertmg  it ;  but,  Sir» 
we  are  to  reflect,  that  other  nations  may 
be  as  tender  in  that  point  as  we  are. 
Those  who  have  occasion  to  be  much 
about  the  persons  of  princes  know  very- 
well  how  jealous  they  are  on  this  head,  and 
apt  to  take  fire  at  every  thing  that  seems 
to  affect  their  honour ;  should  we,  at  the 
very  time  when  his  Majesty  has  renewed 
his  pressing  instances  with  the  court  of 
Spam,  pass  this  Bill  into  a  law,  before  we 
can  have  any  answer  from' that  court,  there 
is  great  reason  to  believe,  that  his  Catho- 
lic Majesty  will  look  upon  it  as  the  highest 
indignity  that  can  be  offered  him,  and 
may  proceed  to  such  extremities  as  must 
render  it  impossible  for  us  to  obtain  satis- 
faction for  our  injured  merchants  any 
otlierwise  than  by  war,  the  event  of  which 
is  always  doubtful.  We  have  already 
Btren^hened  the  hands  of  his  Majesty  by 
promising  to  stand  by  him  in  everv  mea- 
sure he  shall  take  for  obtaining  a  tull  sa- 
tisfaction for  the  losses  of  our  merchants. 
His  Majesty,  in  consequence  of  that  ad- 
dress, has  given  orders  to  his  ministers  at 
the  court  of  Madrid,  to  make  the  strongest 
instances  for  obtaining  that  satisfaction; 
and  there  are  very  good,  grounds  to  be- 
lieve, that  when  his  Catholic  Majesty  sees 
with  how  much  zeal  and  unanimity  we 
have  already  acted  in  this  affilir,  it  will  be 
the  strongest  motive  to  him  for  granting 
it.  On  the  contrary,  should  we  pass  the 
present  Bill  into  a  law,  we  must  niake  one 
naif  of  Europe  eitlier  open  enemies  or  but 
very  cold  friends.  What  will  be  the  con- 
sequence of  this,  but  playing  the  court  of 
Spain's  game  ?  This  is  the  thing  in  the 
world  she  most  wants;  and  though  she 
were  otherwise  disposed  to  give  us  the  de- 
sired satisfaction,  she  will  at  least  insist 
upon  her  right  of  searching  our  ships  in 
those  seas;  she  will  insist  upon  a  fuller  or 
clearer  proof  of  the  justice  of  our  mer- 
chants complaints  than  she  can  have  from 
this  place :  afler  they  are  proved  sufficient- 
ly to  satisfy  all  the  rest  of  the  world,  she 
will  insist  upon  our  ships  being  lawful 
prizes,  by  having  on  board  contraband 
goods.    This,  Sir,  no  doubt  will  be  her  laa- 
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shall  receive  by  storms,  by  enemies,  or  by 
other  accidents. 

I  will  suppose.  Sir,  all  commerce  to  be 
already  broken  off  with  the  French,  by  the 
measures  I  have  demonstrated  they  must 
naturally  take  on  our  passing  this  Bill : 
but  will  our  insurers  be  thereby  free  from 
iodemnifying  their  losses  on  our  taking  the 
Spanish  Plate  ships  ?  I  believe  not.  Sir ; 
but  if  they  were,  I  may  venture  to  say,  that 
the  merchants  of  other  neighbouring  na- 
tioDS,  will  have  a  claim  upon  our  insurers 
for  greater  sums,  than  their  losses  by  the 
Spanish  depredations  can  amount  to.  Be- 
sides, 8ir,  can  we  suppose  the  States 
General  will  be  well  pleased  to  find  such 
large  demands  made  on  their  insurers? 
The  Dutch  have  certainly  suffered  much 
by  the  Spaniards,  though  perhaps  they 
have  not  nad  so  many  smps  seized  as  we 
have;  Uiey  can  claim  the  same  right  to 
redress  as  we  do,  and  if  they  please  may 
pursue  the  same  measures  for  obtaining  it; 
but,  we  find^  they  wait  the  result  of  our 
couDcils.  If  tlie  measures  we  shall  take 
carry  a  probability  of  procuring  satisftlc- 
tion  for  the  past,  and  security  for  the 
future,  we  need  not  doubt  of  their  concur- 
rcDce  and  assistance;  but  if  we  pursue 
measures  which  may  render  the  remedy 
worse  than  the  disease,  we  must  never 
imagine  that  any  nation  will  determine 
themselves  against  their  own  interest. 

1  shall  next  proceed  to  another  argu- 
ment, drawn.  Sir,  from  a  consideration  of 
the  treatment  which  our  merchants  now 
rending  in  Spain,  and  other  places  under 
that  crown,  may  receive,  and  of  what  will 
he  the  fate  of  all  our  ships  which  shall  be 
found  in  any  of  its  ports,  when  it  comes 
to  be  known  that  this  parliament  has 
passed  the  Bill  now  before  us.  What  may 
be  the  value  of  our  merchants  or  ships  in 
their  ports,  I  do  not  pretend  to  know;  but 
I  believe  I  may  safely  say,  that  the  trading 
part  of  this  nation  "would  have  reason  to 
regret  our  taking  a  step,  that  would  be  no 
sooner  known  at  the  court  of  Spain  (who 
would  no  doubt  have  more  early  informa- 
tion of  it  than  the  merchants  themselves) 
than  every  shilling  of  their  effects  would 
^  sequestered,  and  every  ship  they  have 
m  those  parts  seized  on.  I  know,  Sir,  it 
may  ana  probably  will  be  objected  by 
tome  gentlemen,  that  as  this  affair  has 
heen  long  in  agitation,  the  merchants  by 
this  time  are  prepared  for  the  worst,  and 
^ve  found  means  to  secure  their  effects  so 
well  in  those  parts,  as  to  render  it  impos- 
sible for  the  gofemipent  to  discover  them. 


831] 


11  GEORGE  II. 


Debate  in  the  Commefis  on  the  BUI 


guage,  when  she  finds  that  she  is  to  be  sup- 
ported by  other  powers.  And  then  what 
prospect  can  we  have  of  being  redressed  ? 
But  r>ow.  Sir,  she  stands  by  herself,  she 
finds  that  we  arc  in  earnest,  uiat  we  are  no 
longer  to  be  trifled  with,  and  that  we  are 
prepared  to  use  other  arguments  besides 
remonstrances.  In  this  situation,  Sir,  she 
will  be  glad  to  treat  on  reasonable  terms; 
but  ill  the  other  she  will  pretend  to  dictate. 

I  know  very  well,  Sir,  that  Bills  have 
-passed  with  clauses  of  tliis  nature.  One, 
I  think,  passed  in  the  6th  of  queen  Anne, 
and  I  believe  that  I  myself  voted  for  it. 
But,  -Sir,  that  Bill  was  brought  in  after  the 
war  was  begun,  when  it  was  impoa^ble 
that  any  of  our  ^friends  or  allies  should 
.suffer  by  its  passing,  and  when  no  treaty 
of  accommodation  was  on  foot :  but,  Sir, 
the  very  reverse  happens  to  be  the  case  at 
present* 

By  this  Bill,  Sir,  all|>rizes  taken  from 
the  Spaniards  after  the  aeclaration  of  war, 
are  to  be  given  to  the  officers  and  seamen 
present  in  the  action.  Now,  Sir,  I  think 
It  will  be  proper  to  observe,  that  of  late 
most  wars  have  been  d^ared  from  the 
mouths  of  cannons,  before  any  formal  de- 
claration; and.  Sir,  it  is  very  probable, 
that  if  we  are  obliged  to  come  to  an  open 
rupture  with  Spain,  the  first  declaration  of 
war  made  on  our  parts  will  be  from  the 
mouth  of  our  cannon.  In  thb  event.  Sir, 
I  should  be  glad  te  know  of  any  gentle- 
man, what  time  our  allies  can  have  to  with- 
draw their  effects?  or  where  the  justice 
will  be  of  our  seizing  them,  and  putting  it 
out  of  our  own  power  when  seized,  to  make 
4my  restitution  ?  while  at  the  same  time 
they  depend  on  thefriendshin  and  alliance 
subsisting  between  them  and  us.  By  the 
Bill  in  its  present  shape,  Sir,  onl^  fourteen 
days  are  allowed,  ana  if  our  ships  should 
After  that  time  meet  with  a  Spanish  ship  it 
is  prize.  For  this  reason.  Sir,  I  think,  in 
common  justice,  we  ought  at  least  to  give 
our  allies  fair  warning.  This  Bill,  there- 
fore should  not  take  ei&ct  till  a  reasonable 
time  9fter  an  open  rupture  betwixt  us  and 
Spain,  that  our  allies  may  know  what  to 
^Vpecft,  in  case  any  of  their  gooda  are 
found  on  Spanish  bottoms.  For,  Sir,  there 
is  no  doubt,  when  we  enter  into  an  actual 
war  with  Spain,  the  French  and  all  .other 
nations  wiU  be  very  cautious  in  what  man- 
ner they  trust  their  effects  on  board'  the 
plate  smps*  Besides,  Sir,  there  is  another 
very  matejrial  difference  betwixt  this  junc- 
ture, and  those  wherein  Bills  have  passed 
with  clauses  of  the  like  nature  witn  that 


under  our  consideration.  When  theBl 
I  have  last  mentioned  was  brought  in,  b^i 
the  Dutch  and  we  were  in  actual  wir  vith 
France,  and  with  the  present  kingof  Spu, 
in  whose  hands  the  Spanish  America  tha 
was :  so  that  we  made  no  more  eneiBiei 
than  before,  nor  had  we  any  fewer  fiknit, 
The. wealth  of  the  Spanish  West-lode 
was  at  that  time  the  sinews  of  di«  Freod 
power ;  we  knew,  if  we  could  once  cotd 
that  communication,  we  should  dkaiblebvi 
from  carrying  on  the  war.  It  wag  \ht» 
fore  a  prudent  and  necessary  step  m  v 
to  animate  our  seamen  by  all  the  eoooib 
ragement  we  could  possibly  give  the* 
But  I  believe.  Sir,  no  gentleman  will  £ 
firm  that  juncture  and  uie  present  wS  li 
parallel. 

As  to  the  clause  for  erantin^  head  m^ 
ney  to  our  sailors,  I  lo(»  upon  it  in  a  vn 
different  light  from  the  former.  I  tlmki 
is  extremely  proper  and  reasonable,  dm 
our  sailors,  in  case  of  a  war,  should  Imi 
such  an  encouragement,  and  shall  be  req 
glad  to  concur  with  any  motion  for  AH 
puipose.  It  cannot  be  expected.  Sir,  M 
men  should  encounter  danger  wiAooti 
nrospect  of  reward,  or  so  boMly  fiu»  dtti 
for  common  wages.  I  think  ^galitf  ii 
this  case  is  very  improper,  and  am  h 
this  point  intirely  of  opinion  with  ik 
honourable  gentleman  who  brought  id  tk 
Bill. 

I  shall  proceed  therefore  to  the  thiidttd 
last  head  I  propose  to  speak  to;  naiaclf^ 
the  vesting  the  property  of  the  ^hM 
which  shaU  be  taken  from  the  Spanw^ 
in  the  persons  of  those  who  shall  tm  teti 
To  this  clause.  Sir,  I  cannot  assent,  ht^ 
cause  I  am  equally  agamst  whatever  mif 
obstruct  the  conclusion  of  a  safe  and  aa » 
nourable  peace,  as  againstwhat  mayphnn 
us  into  an  unequal  war.  I  believe,  it 
there  are  very  few  instances  of  any  pwe 
being  concluded  of  late  between  the  pofftti 
of  Europe,  by  which  all  conquests  of  dK 
territories  of  either  party  made  during  tk 
time  of  the  war,  were  not  mutually  pa 
up.  Should  we  enact  such  a  clause  in  ft- 
vour  of  private  persons,  and  if  in  cqbm- 
quence  of  that  dause  any  conquests  voe 
made,  we  must  be  reduced,  when  a  tnatf 
is  set  on  foot,  to  the  dilenama  either  H 
throwing  in  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  tiie 
conclusion  of  a  peace,  or  of  committiBg  n 
injustice  to  private  persons  by  depnAf 
them  of  theur  property.  It  is  trui--Aii 
possible  that  these  persons  maybesatafio^ 
with  an  equivalent,  and  it  is  as  tnie  thtf 
possibly  they  may  not:  but  siqppOfledKf 
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should  be  i^tkfied,  ft  ur  to  be  presumed 
they  win  make  the  best  bargain  for  them- 
seires  thejr  can,  and  insist  upon  terms 
which  may  greatly  disconcert  the  mea- 
snres  thAt  ttue  treating  poi^rers  might  other- 
irise  concur  in.  This,  I  say,  must  very 
mueh  perplex,  if  not  utterly  break  off, 
any  negdciation.  It  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  those  proprietors  are  to  be 
mdemnified  by  the  king  of  Spain;  that 
prince's  ministers  w31  insist  upon  a  res- 
titation^  without  having  any  regard  to  the 
right  of  conquest,  which  our  subjects  may 
plead,  or  the  difficulties  our  crown  will 
fisre  to  recover  these  conquests  to  herself 
before  she  can  restore  them.  So  that, 
($ir,  should  we  enact  this  clause,  we  do  a 
thing  that  must  at  least  very  mudi  embar* 
nss  all  future  negociations  for  peace,  or 
put  the  crown  to  a  very  ^reat  expence. 
rbe  difficulties,  Sir,  that  he  against  this 
dauie,  are  greater  with  regard  to  Spain, 
than  any  o£er  country  in  Europe :  since 
it  is  provided  by  several  solemn  treaties, 
that  no  part  of  me  Spanish  dominions,  as 
then  possessed  by  tnat  crown,  shall  be 
alienated  or  dismembered  from  her  monar- 
chy ;  and  we  know  what  uneasiness  she  has 
given  as  in  our  possession  of  what  we  paid 
80  dearly  for,  and  which  has  been  so  often 
conferraed  to  us.  For  these  reasons,  Sir, 
1  think  that  our  passing  this  clanse  would 
be  putting  his  Majesty  to  a  future  incon- 
venience, and  in  some  measure  bind  up  his 
hands  from  making  that  safe  and  honour- 
able peace  which  we  all  so  much  desire. 
*lT>e  crown  of  Britain  has  an  indisputable 
•^^glrt  to  make  peace  and  war,  and  in  my 
opinion  it  is  a  just  right,  and  advantageous 
to  the  std)ject.  But,  Sir,  we  ought  to 
throw  no  obstacles  nor  difficulties  m  the 
"^ay,  that  may  distress  the  crown  in  the 
execution  of  this  right,  or  prevent  the  con- 
clusion of  a  peace  consistent  with  the 
Krfety  of  Ae  subject  and  the  honour  of  his 
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I  have  now.  Sir,  gone  through  a  few  of 
the  many  objections  to  this  Bill :  I  have 
J^ed  my  difficulties,  and  shall  be  glad  to 
"^e  them  removed.  I  know.  Sir,  under 
*nat  disadvantages  I  speak,  and  how  ready 
^rae  are,  in  the  present  case,  to  interpret 
"*e  least  caution,  however  reasonable,  as 
<^0Wnes8  and  mdifference. 
,  1  know  how  unpopular  every  argument 
^  on  the  side  of  peace;  anal  likewise 
Know,  that  every  tlung  that  comes  from  a 


1^1^^*^  that  has  a  tendency  that  way,  is 
ding  f 


these  reflections ;  but  I  have  always  dis- 
redded  a  popularity  that  was  not  ac- 
quired by  a  hearty  zeal  for  the  public  in- 
terest ;  and  I  have  been  long  enough  in 
this  House  to  see  that  the  most  steady  op- 
posers  of  popularity,  founded  upon  any 
other  views,  nave  lived  to  receive  the 
thanks  of  their  country  for  that  opposition. 
The  experience.  Sir,  of  this,  has  often 
encourased  me  to  oppose  popular  mea- 
sures wnen  they  were  wrong,  and  some- 
times to  promote  unpopular  ones,  if  they 
were  right.  The  experience  of  this,  Sh", 
has  made  me  lay  before  you  my  objections 
with  regard  to  the  passing  the  present  BiB, 
But  at  the  same  time.  Sir,  I  am  as  much 
against  throwing  cold  water  upon  the  zeal 
which  this  House  has  shewn  with  regard  to 
the  insults  offered  to  our  country,  as  any 
gentleman  here.  Nay,  Sir,  give  me  leave 
to  say,  that  my  own  interest  is  concerned, 
and  had  I  no  other,  is  a  strong  motive  fbi 
our  doing  every  thing  that  can  nrocoro 
us  just  satisfaction.  I  know.  Sir,  now  &r 
ministers  are  accountable  for  the  counsels  ( 
they  give  their  sovereigns,  and  how  fer 
this  House  in  former  times  looked  upon 
them  as  answerable  for  the  conduct  of  the 
sovereign,  and  1  think.  Sir,  they  should 
be  answerable. — ft  is  but  a  mean  excuse  i 
for  a  minister,  when  any  wrong  step  is  | 
made  in  government,  that  he  is  not  ac- 
countable for  the  events  of  measures  that 
never  were  advised  by  him,  and  in  which 
he  was  over-ruled  by  his  superiors.  1  have 
always  disdained  these  mean  subterfuges  ; 
and  with  what  face  can  1  again  appear  in 
this  House,  if  full  and  ample  satisfaction 
is  not  made  us,  oi:  at  least,  if  we  do  not  do 
our  utmost  to  obtain  it ;  either  by  fair  and 
peaceable  means,  or  by  exerting  all  our 
strength  in  case  a  war  becomes  necessary. 
If  my  country  should  call  me  to  an  account,  . 
I  would  very  willingly  take  upon  me  iht  ' 
blame  of  every  step  that  has  been  made  by 
tlie  government,  since  I  had  the  honour 
to  enter  into  ^e  administration.  As  to 
the  common  notion  of  a  minister's  being 
afraid  to  enter  into  a  war,  1  do  not  undeir 
stand  upon  what  it  can  be  grounded.  For 
my  part,  1  never  could  see  any  cause, 
either  from  reason  or  ray  own  experience,  to 
imagine  that  a  minister  is  not  as  safe  in 
time  of  war,  as  in  time  of  peace.  Nay, 
Sir,  if  we  are  to  judge  by  reason  alone,  it 
is  the  interest  of  a  minister,  conscious  of 
any  mismanagement,  that  there  should  be 
a  war ;  because  by  a  war  the  eyes  of  the 


^oked  upon  as  proceeding  from  his  fear  of    public  are  diverted  from  exaniining  into 
^  ^^*   I  have  been  long  used  to  bear    his  conduct ;  ports  he  accountable  for  th* 
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bad  success  ofawar^ashe  is  for  that  of  an 
administratioiL 

I  remember^  Sir,  when  I  was  a  young 
man,  nothing  gave  me  a  greater  pleasure 
than  voting  for  a  war  with  France ;  j 
thought  that  it  sounded  wdl^  that  it  was 
heroic,  and  for  the  glory  of  my  country. 
But,  Sir,  how  &tal  in  some  respects  have 
the  consequences  of  that  war,  just  and  ne- 
cessary as  it  was,  been  to  Britain  ?  I  little 
dreamt  that  at  this  day  we  should  bv 
means  of  that  war  be  groaning  under  such 
a  load  of  debts.  I  little  dreamt.  Sir, 
that  the  noble  resolution  the  parliament 
then  made  was  to  cost  us  so  dear,  or  that 
lee  were  to  purchase  our  glory  at  an  ex- 
pence,  which  after  so  many  years,  would 
render  it  extremely  inconvement  for  us  to 
enter  into  any,  even  the  most  necessary, 
war.  For  which  reason,  Sir,  though  I  am 
as  absolutely  bent  upon  a  war  as  any  ^n- 
tleman,  if  satisfaction  cannot  be  obtained 
by  other  means;  yet  I  think  it  would  be 
very  imprudent  for  this  House  to  take  any 
steps  that  may  prevent  the  conclusion  of  a 
safe  and  honourable  peace.  This  Bill,  in 
the  views  I  now  have  of  it,  must  be  at- 
tended with  that  effect :  and  though,  as  I 
■aid  beforci- 1  shall  not  give  it  my  abso- 
lute negative,  yet  gendemen  must  excuse 
me,  if  it  does  not  meet  with  my  concur- 
rence till  I  hear  the  reasons  answered 
which  I  have  advanced  agamst  it. 

When  the  Bill  was  committed,  the 
clauses  received  a  few  alterations,  particu- 
larly the  14  days,  the  time  limitea  for  the 
commitment  of  die  Bill  from  the  dedara^ 
tion  of  war,  was  prolimged  for  two  months 
after  such  a  declaration,  if  any  should 
happen.  This  being  the  only  material  ob- 
jection in  the  committee  to  jthe  Bill,  the 
quesdon  was  put  upon  the  Bill,  as  it  stood 
amended,  ana  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive, with  only  one  n^;adve,  which  was 
that  of  sur  Robert  W^ole.  The  Bill 
being  engrossed,  it  was  read  for  a  third 
tune,  on  the  15di  of  May.  The  question 
being  put,  a  long  debate  arose :  in  which 
tiie  pnncipal  meakers,  and  their  argu- 
ments, were  as  rollow: 

Mr.  Henry  Fox  said : 

Sir  ;  die  Bill  now  under  our  considera- 
tion, is  in  my  opinion  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance ;  greater  perhaps  &an  gentle- 
men commonly  apprehend.  The  quesdon 
with  me/  is  not  whether  such  or  such 
clauses  of  the  Bill  are  proper  for  our  assent, 
but  whether  this  is  a  proper  dme  for  pass- 
ing SHch  a  Bill.     Were  wo  in  an  actual 


WMT  with  Spain,  I  do  not  deny  but  ^ 
there  are  sevend  clauses  in  this  Bill,  whkh 
might  very  much  conduce  towards  render- 
ing itsuccea^ul  on  our  parts.  But,  8ir,ai 
his  Majesty  has  not  thought  fit  to  declare 
that  matters  are  come  to  such  an  extremi- 
ty, as  to  render  it  impossible  to  make  up 
matters  without  our  entering  into  a  war,  I 
should  think  it  extremely  imprudent  in  lu, 
to  usurp  that  part  of  die  royal  prerogative, 
which  in  effect  we  do,  should  we  pass  thk 
Bill  into  a  law.  An  hon.  gentleman  near 
me  the  other  day,  I  think,  proved  to  de* 
monstradon,  that  the  passing  of  this  Bill 
in  any  sh^e,  at  this  juncture,  must  greatl  j 
alarm,  not  only  the  Spaniards  and  the 
French,  but  even  our  most  fiivouredsQief. 
Nay,  more  than  that,  Sir,  our  own  mer- 
chants, I  am  afiraid,  would  in  case  of  an 
immediate  rupture  widi  Spain  be  the 
greatest  sufferers.  This,  jSir,  must  hq>- 
pen,  not  only  by  the  great  insurance, 
which  has  in  tnts  country  been  made  i^ 
those  effects,  which  possibly  mav  fidl  mto 
the  hands  of  our  privateers  and  di^  of 
war  ;  but  by  the  concerns  they  have  widi 
the  Dutch,  French,  and  all  other  Euro- 
pean nations.  Commerce  is  of  a  very  de- 
licate nature,  and  whatever  affiscts  too 
sensibly  one  part  of  the  trading  intereit, 
must  necessaruy  afEect  the  whole.  There- 
fore, Sir,  I.  think  it  would  be  highly  im- 
proper for  us  to  pass  a  Bill,  that  must  gire 
sucn  a  shock,  as  our  passing  this  BiO  at 
this  juncture  must  certainly  da  If  the  in- 
stances of  his  M^esty  for  a  fair  and  ho- 
nourable peace  should  be  ineffectual,  hii 
very  probable  that  such  a  Bill  will  be  then 
thought  of.  But  we  ought  by  no  meaot 
to  andcipate  the  rupture,  by  doine  aoj 
thine  that  may  render  it  unavoidable.  I 
shalfnot  trouble  the  House  &cther  at  pre- 
sent ;  other  gentlanen,  I  daze  say,  wi 
speak  more  fmly  upon  the  question ;  but,  I 
thought  mv  bare  negative  was  not  suffici- 
ent upon  this  occasion,  widiout  m^  sbev- 
ing  publicly  how  heartily  I  am  agamst  our 
passing  this  BiU. 

Mr.  GetyrEi  Wright  (member  for  Lei- 
cester) took  notice  among  several  other 
things,  that  gendemen  were  verjr  apt  to 
attribute  the  Spanish  depredations  in  AmO' 
rica,  to  the  whole  nation  of  Spain;  that 
they  talked  as  if  these  depredations  had 
been  authorized,  or  at  least  spnrored  d 
by  the  government  of  that  kingdom. 
Whereas,  it  did  not  yet  appear,  that  the 
government  had  so  much  as  connived  at 
any  of  diem.  Nor  had  the  court  of  Spaioi 
S 
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Mn  Thomoi  Coster  said : 


■8  yety  refused  to  order  restitution  in  any 
one  case,  where  the  seizure  had  been 
made  appear  to  be  unjust  That  there 
was  therefore  room  still  left  for  negocia- 
tion;  and  that  if  we  could  obtain  by  peace- 
able means,  the  utmoat  we  could  expect 
by  force  of  arms,  he  was  sure  no  man  of 
common  prudence,  unless  he  had  some 
other  view  than  that  of  llie  good  of  his 
country,  would  advise  us  to  provoke  the 
kingdom  of  Spain  to  a  war.  He  said,  he; 
hoped  he  had  always  shewn  himself  as 
jeaioas  for  the  honour  of  his  country,  and 
as  zealous  for  asserting  it  upon  all  occa- 
sions, as  any  man  ought  to  be ;  but  that, 
on  the  present  occasion,  he  must  needs 
think,  that  the  House  had  already  suffici- 
ently testified  its  zeal  for  the  honour  of  the 
nation,  and  our  concern  for  the  sufferings 
of  our  merchant  and  seamen.  That  they 
had  already  addressed  his  Maje^t^,  to  use 
his  utmost  endeavours  for  obtaining  repa- 
ration to  our  merchants,  and  satisfaction 
to  the  nation.  That  they  had  promised  to 
iupport  his  Majesty,  in  whatever  measures 
he  should  find  necessary  for  that  purpose. 
That  they  had  even  made  some  provision 
for  a  war,  in  case  it  should  be  found  ne- 
cessary: and  that,  in  consequence  of  what 
they  had  done,  they  could  make  no  doubt, 
but  that  his  Majesty  had  sent  orders  to  his 
minister  at  the  court  of  Soain,  to  insist 
upon  a  full  and  speedy  satiataction.  That 
their  zeal  and  unanimity  in  the  Resolutions 
Aey  had  alueady  come  to,  would  probably 
open  the  eves  of  the  court  of  Spain,  and 
produce  a  laatmg  and  firm  peace. 

Mr./oAn  Talbot  (member  for  Brecon) 
aid,  that  supposing  neither  the  French 
Dor  DutchhadanysluureintheSpanish  Plate 
fleets ;  yet  it  was  certain,  that  our  <hna 
subjects  had  always  a  very  considerable 
share,  and  that  he  believed  the  English 
merchants  trading  to  Spain,  did  return 
yearly  lar|^e  sums  in  buluon  and  Spanish 
com  to  their  native  country.  That  as  the 
^  now  stood,  if  any  other  ships  in  which 
^ey  had  a  concern,  diould  be  taken  after 
the  declaration  of  war,  his  Majesty  could 
separate  theur  share  irom  Ae  rest,  and  re- 
tom  it  to  them.  But  that,  if  that  Bill 
>hould  pass  into  a  law  they  must  be  ruin- 
^ :  and  for  what  ?  for  bemg  concerned  in 
\  trade,  by  which  they  acquured  great 
riches  to  their  country,  aa  well  aa  them- 
^ves ;  which  he  thought  would,  be  a  most 
atraordhiary  piece  of  injustice,  aa  well  as 
had  policy;  imless  we  had  siven  them 
^ely  warning  not  to  be  any  nrther  con- 
cerned in  that  trade. 


Sir ;  when  gentlemen  speak  of  a  war 
between  Spain  and  Great  Britain,  they 
are  apt  to  imagine  that  we  shall  do  great 
dama^  to  our  allies  and  our  merchants^ 
and  viokte  the  treaties  betwixt  the  two 
crowns,  in  case  we  should.,  pass  this  BiU 
into  a  law.  As  I  have  had  some  o^ortu- 
nitiea,  Sir,  of  knowing  a  little  of  the  trade 
between  Spain  and  us ;  I  cannot  help  ob- 
serving, that  eentlemen  are  mistaken,  if 
they  imagine  raat  it  would  do  either  the 
one  or  the  other.  Our  merchants,  it  is 
true,  generally  had  some  share  in  the 
Plate  fleets ;  but  I  believe  at  present  they 
have  very  little.  This  is  owing  to  the  long 
dependence  of  the  negociations  betwixt  ua 
and  Spain,  and  the  backwardness  of  tlie 
court  of  Madrid  to  give  us  the  least  satis- 
faction. This  backwardness.  Sir,  not- 
withstanding all  that  has  been  said  in  fa- 
vour of  that  court,  was  no  secret  among 
our  merchants;  and  I  will  venture  to  say. 
Sir,  that  there  is  not  a  man  among  them 
who  knows  what  he  is  doing,  who  has  not 
foreseen  a  rupture,  these  two  or  three 
years  back,  ana  taken  care  to  provide  for 
the  worst.  As  to  our  merchants  residing 
in  Spain,  Sir,  can  any  gentleman  imagine 
that  when  they  saw  how  our  merchants 
and  sailors,  who  in  consequence  of  the 
treaty  of  Seville  applied  to  the  court  of 
Madrid  for  redress,  were  treated  at  that 
court,  they  would  have  exposed  their  ef- 
fects upon  presumption  that  no  rupture 
would  ensue  ?  It  is  now,  Sir,  some  time 
since  we  entered  upon  the  affiiirs  betwixt 
Spain  and  us ;  and  I  dare  say,  as  soon  aa 
it  waa  but  whispered  in  Spain,  that  the 
parliament  of  England  had  resolved  to  look 
into  the  complaints  of  our  merchants,  there 
is  not  a  man  there,  who  had  any  effects 
that  were  not  secured  before,  who  has  not 
taken  care  to  secure  them  since.  If  any 
neglected  to  do  this,  we  maj  conclude 
that  they  are  Spaniards,  that  is,  they  are 
naturalized  there,  and  do  not  intend  to  re- 
turn.— The  other  objection  that  gentlemen 
seem  to  have  to  this  Bill  is,  Uiat  if  we ' 
should,  after  a  declaration  of  war,  attack 
any  of  the  Spanish  ships  which  have  the 
treasures  on  ooard,  we  shall  violate  the 
treaties  subsbting  betwixt  us  and  our  d- 
lies.  It  is  very  true.  Sir,  that  the  Frendi^ 
the  Dutch,  and  several  nations  in  Europe, 
have  a  gooid  deal  of  property  on  board  the 
Spanish  Plate  fleet ;  and  perhaps,  if  we 
should  take  it,  it  might  do  Ihem  a  good 
deal  of  damaffe.  But  then.  Sir,  it  is  as  true 
that  if  we  did  take  it,  tbere  is  no  iiafcion  m 
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of  these  Artides,  eqpedaUj.  before  we 
know  how  the  other  powers  dT  Europe  are 
•fiected«  Gentlemen  ought  to  consider, 
how  those  powers  we  expect  to  be  our 
alliesy  should  we  go  into  a  war  with  Spain, 
will  look  upon  a  step  which  has  a  onrect 
tendency  to  destroy  one  of  the  principal 
Articles  of  the  treaty  rf  Utrecht.  There- 
fore.  Sir,  however  necessarv  this  Bill  may 
be  after  a  wa^  is  dedarea  with  Spain,  I 
cannot  think  that  at  present  it  would  be 
either  wise,  or  expedient  for  this  House  to 
pass  it  at  present. 

Lord  Pohoarth  gpAe  next ; 

"  Sir;  1  am  as  sensible  as  any  gentleman 
in  diis  House  can  be  of  the  gre&t  adran- 
tage,  that  our  trade  with  the  Spaniards  in 
America  has  brought  to  this  nation  :  but, 
I  can  by  no  manner  of  means  see  how  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  can  apply 
it  to  this  Bill.  We  are  now  deliberatmg 
whether  this  Bill  ought  to  be  passed,  in 
ord^  to  convince  the  Spaniards,  and  all 
Europe,  that  we  are  resolved  no  longer  to 
bear  their  insults  and  injuries.  Upon  wliat 
pi^nce.  Sir,  were  these  insults  and  inju- 
ries committed  ?  Why  upon  that  very  fact 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  has  mentioned, 
as  a  great  advantage  to  this  nation;  I  mean 
our  merchants  carrying  on  an  illicit  trade 
with  the  Spaniards  m  America.  Yet,  Sir, 
I  see  some  gentlemen  here  who  have  jus- 
tifie4  the  Spaniards  in  all  their  cruelties, 
in  all  their  insolence,  upon  this  very  prin- 
ciple, that  the  subjects  of  Great-Britain 
deserved  such  usage,  because  they  were 
concerned  in  that  ^ide.  I  shall  however 
leave  these  points  to  be  reconciled  among 
the  honourable  gentlefnen's  friends ;  but 
b^  leave  to  taike  notice  of  one  or  two 
thmffs  that  were  thrown  out. 

The  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last, 
said  that  in  our  trade  upon  the  coast  of 
New  Spain  mutual  conveniency  had  begdt 
a  mutual  connivance;  and.  Sir,  will  it  not 
always  do  so,  whether  we  are  at  war  with 
Spain  or  not  ?  The  trade  betwixt  us  and 
New  Spain,  is  just  as  much  prohibited  by 
traaties  ih  time  of  peace  as  in  time  of  war ; 
so  that  our  passing  this  Bill  will  not  make 
the  Spaniaras  a  bit  more  shy  in  trading 
with  us  than  they  were  before.  For  if  no 
war  follows,  upon  our  passing  it,  then  the 
Bill  has  no  effect ;  and  if  a  war  should 
follow,  then  they  are  ip  the  very  same  dan- 
ger as  if  this  Bill  had  not  passed.  For 
ttieir  ships  and  all  their  eflfects  become 
lawful  prize  to  his  Majesty  and  the  cap- 
tors; so  that  it  can  be  of  no  manner  of 
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to  Spain,  whether  we  pan 
this  Sin  or  not  All  the  consequences 
r^;ard  oar  own  seamen;  and  the  coDsi> 
deraticm  that  ought  to  determine  this 
House,  is  that  it  will  encourage  <Kir  sea- 
men to  enter  immediately  into  his  Ma* 
jesty's  service ;  and  it  will  likewise  encou- 
rage private  adventurers  to  send  out  pri- 
vateers  as  soon  as  war  is  declared  or  bosti* 
lities  begun.  Both  which  must  be  s 
greater  i^vantage  at  the  commencement 
of  a  war,  than  they  can  be  after  the  irar 
has'  been  for  some  time  carried  on,  because 
our  enemies  will  then  be  more  upon  their 
guard,  and  better  able  to  repel  an  attack, 
uum  Uiey  can  be  supposed  to  be  at  the 
beginning  of  a  rupture.  By  encouraging 
our  seamen  to  enter  voluntarily  into  hjs 
Majestjr's  service,  we  shall  not  only  put  it 
into  the  power  of  our  government,  to  fit 
out  a  powerful  squadroti  in  a  few  weds, 
perhaps  in  a  few  days  after  they  have  re- 
solved to  begin  hostilities,  or  to  dedsre 
war ;  but  we  shall  also  in  a  great  measure 
prevent  our  beins  obliged  to  have  recourse 
to  that  destructive  method  of  pressing, 
which  is  so  inconsistent  with  our  consti- 
tution, so  hurtful  to  our  trade,  and  so  op- 
pressive upon  our  seamen,  who  are,  I  may 
say,  the  most  useftd  part  of  our  pec^le. 

Mr^PuUeney : 

This  Bill,  Sir,  is  in  every  part  so  eri- 
dently  calculated  for  the  ends  proposed  bj 
it,  that  I  am  greatly  surprized  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  first  spoke  against  it, 
and  who,  by  his  single  disapprobatioD,  has 
raised  all  the  opposition  it  nas  met  with, 
can  see  the  clauses  he  objects  to  in  so  dis- 
advantageous a'  light.  I  am  persuaded,  if 
gentlemen  had  seriously  reflected  on  the 
aesiffn  and  natural  conseqtiences  of  such 
a  Bm,  they  would  have  spared  their  objec- 
tions. The  principal  end.  Sir,  proposed 
by  i^  is  to  prevent  a  war,  and  the  wsjto 
obtain  this  end,  is  by  a  public  act  of  the 
legislature  to  make  it  known  to  all  the 
world,  that  we  have  raised  the  ardour, 
and  encouraged  the  hopes  of  our  seamen; 
that  we  have  animated  all  our  fdlow  sub* 
jects  f  in  case  a  peace  is  refused)  to  dis- 
tress the  enemy  by  seizing  their  wealth 
and  possessions,  and  consequently  di- 
minishing their  power.  All  the  arguments 
therefore  brought  agamst  the  Biflf  oa  the 
su{^06ition  that  it  will  tend  to  plonge  us 
into  a  war,  are  drawn  from  wrong  conclu- 
sions. Instead,  Sir,  of  precipitating  us 
into  a  war,  this  Bill  must  hasten  on  apeace. 
By  it  we  are  assistiDg  the  ministry ;  we  are 
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itreogtbeim]^  their  bands  ;  w6  are  giving 
veidit  to  their  negociadonB;  we  are  letting 
Spam  see  that  we  are  in  earnest  to  secure 
our  nghts  by  a  sale  and  honourable  peace, 
or  to  vindicate  tbem  by  a  vigorous  war. 
in  a  word,  Sir,  if  the  warmest  friend  of  the 
ministnr, — if  the  honourable  gentleman 
himself,  had  been  forming  measures  to 
procure  a  peace,  they  could  npt  have 
thought  on  a  more  ready  and  a  more  ef- 
fectual expedient  dian  this  QiU, 

But,  Sir,  before  I  proceed  to  answer 
the  objections  that  have  been  thrown  out 
on  this  occasion,  I  must  beg  leave  to  re- 
mark, that  ever  since  I  had  the  honour  to 
lit  in  this  House,  I  never  saw  gentlemen 
10  negligent  of  parliamentary  duty,  as  I 
have  obwrved  with  r^ord  to  their  pro- 
ceeding upon  this  Bifi.  It  is  always  the 
custom  to  consider  a  Bill  when  it  comes 
into  a  committee,  and  if  the  objections  that 
tie  against  it,  are  too  weighty  to  be  got 
)ver,  the  Bill  is  then  thrown  out,  and  the 
Mouse  has  no  further  trouble ;  but  if  the 
abjections  ive  of  such  a  nature,  as  to  be 
removed  by  makmg  amendments  to  the 
Bill,  it  is  our  duty.  Sir,  to  lay  these  ob- 
ectioBs  Wore  the  House  in  the  com- 
nittee,  that  the  proper  alterations  they  be 
nade.  If  no  further  objections  are  made 
rhen  the  BUI  and  amendments  are  re- 
K)ited^  it  has  always  been  looked  upon  as 
uiving  the  sense  m  the  House  for  it,  and 
eceiving  a  tacit  approbation.  The  chirf 
bjection.  Sir,  maae  to  this  Bill,  (and  in- 
eed  it  is  the  only  objection  of  any  weight 
have  yet  heard  af;ainst  it^  was,  that  as  at 
rst  mtendedy  it  did  not  giv6  our  allies  a 
ifficient  time  for  withdrawing  their  effects 
ut  of  the  Spanish  ships :  but  so  unwilling, 
ir,  were  the  friends  of  this  Bill  to  leave 
le  least  obstacle  to  a  measure,  which  in 
leir  apprehension  was  not  only  proper 
lit  necessary,  that  in  the  committee  they 
.'moved  that  objection,  (though  I  do 
link  It  was  very  lU  founded,)  by  making 
le  term  from  which  this  BiU  is  to  take 
lace,  to  be  two  months  after  the  com- 
encement  of  hostilities,  or  the  dedara- 
on  of  war.  This  being  done,  it  might  be 
esumed,  to  the  satinaction  of  the  ob- 
ctors,  only  one  slight  negative  being 
ven  to  the  report  from  the  committee, 
e  strenuous  opposition  still  made,  is  the 
ore  unexpectea  in  this  House,  because 
e  Bill  now  can  neither  wound  tlie  ho- 
»ur,  nor  affect  the  interest,  of  our  allies, 
ose  favourite  topics  so  warmly  insisted 
and  aspoused  by  the  hon.  gentleman. 
Having  said  tlus  by  the  way.  Sir,  I 


shall  now  beg  leave  to  consider  the  weight 
of  those  objections,  which,  in  tiie  hon* 
gentleman's  opinion,  and  that  of  the  gen« 
Semen  who  have  spoke  on  his  side,  lie 
against  the  BiU;  and  vHien  I  have  an* 
swered  these,  as  I  hope  I  shall  be  fully 
able  to  do,  I  make  no  doubt  but  the  hon* 
gentleman  will  keep  his  ward,  and  be  open 
to  conviction*  I  hope  I  may  be  indubed 
if  I  shall  repeat  some  part  of  what  hat 
been  already  taken  notice  of;  enpecially 
since  I  see  many  gentlemen  here  who  were 
absent  when  the  Bill  was  in  the  committee, 
and  who  possibly  may  not  be  fidly  in* 
formed  of  what  then  passed.  It  is  natund. 
Sir,  for  every  man  to  wish  another  of  the 
same  sentiments  with  himself,  and  as  I 
cannot  concur  with  the  hon.  gentlemen  in 
their  opinion,  I  shall  endeavour  to  con* 
vince  them  of  the  reasonableness  of  mine. 
I  begleave  to  observe  in  the  first  place, 
that  the  hon.gentleman,  in  this  whole  affiur, 
has  shewn  a  great  jealousy  for  the  honour 
of  Spain :  but,  in  the  mean  time,  has  he 
not  been  too  forgetful  of  the  honour  dT 
Britain?  He  has  taken  it  for  granted 
that  we  are  now  at  peace  with  Spain  :  he 
and  his  friends  have  all  along  reasoned 
upon  this  supposition;  they  have  drawn 
consequences  trom  ,it,  and  upon  this  sup- 
position, they  have  grounded  their  ne- 
gatives to  the  Bill.  But,  Sir,  give  me 
leave  to  say,  that  the  war  has  been  long 
be|;un;  that  nian;|r  blows  have  been  re- 
ceived, which  it  IS  now  time  to  return* 
We  have.  Sir,  to  a  melancholy  degree  of 
certainty,  heiud  how  the  most  useful  body 
in  the  nation  has  not  only  been  insulted, 
plundered,  and  imprisoned,  but  tortured 
and  maimed  in  cold  blood.  Outrages !  not 
to  be  justified  in  the  heat  of  war,  and  i^hich 
the  law  of  nations  will  not  allow  enemies  to 
practise  on  one  another.  But,  Sir,  we  have 
not  heard  of  any  satisfaction  offered  on  the 
part  of  Spain ;  we  have  not  heard  of  that 
court's  disowning  the  proceedings  of  any 
one  of  their  governors;  we  have  notheara 
of  their  altenng  that  unjust,  partial,  and 
barbarous  method  of  trial  in  Spain,  bj 
which  our  countrymen,  who  fall  into  their 
hands,  are  deprived  of  all  means  of  making 
their  defence.  We  have  not  yet  beard  of 
any  of  \hese  governors  being  called  to  ac- 
count for  those  oppressive  and  cruel  mea- 
sures ;  but  on  the  contrary  we  have  seen 
their  cruelties  recommend  them  to  fa- 
vour, and  their  insolence  encouraged  by 
rewards.  This,  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  say, 
is  a  direct  proof  of  the  approbation  of  the 
Spanish  court.    The  practice  h.  consistent 
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0ikm^  with  faer  pretoit  maximSy  widi  her 
claim  of  aearchm^  our  ihipB,  and  her 
usiiiped  auUnirity  m  the  Atnencan  seas. 
The  mannefy  Sir,  in  which  they  treat  the 
Britiflh  sabjecCs,  who  have  been  redaced  to 
file  necessity  of  wsking  their  decbions, 
is  flfi  barbarous  as  their  pretexts  are 
iMJttst.  The  first  iMng  that  is  done  after 
Iheir  persons  are  imprisoned^  is  to  se- 
mester their  effects,  and  destroy  then* 
pa|iers.  Thus  they  are  at  once  cfeprived 
of  all  possibility  of  making  any  defence, 
'  even  suppose  they  were  to  plead  be- 
fore an  indifferent  judge:  but  it  is  not 
bard  to  guess  what  must  be  their  fate  in 
a  ^estion  of  property,  where  the  judge 
fs  a  party.  I  have  but  slightly.  Sir,  touched 
upon  these  matters  of  fact :  the  House  has 
already  heard,  from  the  moutiis  of  the  un- 
happy sviferen  themselves,  the  melancholy 
accoiwts  of  their  treatmertt.  Hiese  ac- 
counts  made,  Sir,  ^I  was  pleased  to  see  it) 
a  wmUhle  impression  upon  the  mind  of 
ev^ry  gentleman  who  heard  them ;  and  I 
iare  say,  are  still  so  fVesh  in  his  imaeina- 
iion,  that  the  idea  need  not  be  revived. 
The  reason,  Sir,  why  I  have  touched  upon 
flrem  at  all,  is  to  prove  what  I  have  already 
adwnced :  that  Spain  has  long  been  in  a 
state  of  a  war  with  us;  though  gentlemen 
have  chiefly  insisted  upon  the  injustice  of 
attacking  her  in  the  time  of  peace,  I  would 
fiadl^  know  what  is  hostility  ?  Have  we 
■vt  hv«d.  Sir,  to  see  the  Spaniards  insult 
us  in  the  very  seas  of  which  we  caD  our- 
Mves  masters  f  Have  we  not  lived  to  see 
the  subjects  of  Britain  made  slaves  by  a 
pi«ple  m  whom  they  were  once  the  terror  ? 
jriwrefT^  not  lived  to  see  the  British  flag, 
ODoe  A  protection  to  our  merchants,  be- 
omn^  to  fbreigners  an  object  of  scorn,  and 
to  -our  fellow  sulbjects  destruction  ?  As 
llMSi  are  facts  but  too  certain,  can  any 
ane  "doubt  but  that  Spahi  considers  us  as 
OaOfnies?  Or  can  we  deliberate  a  mo- 
meat  what  measures  we  are  to  take  ?  The 
Inwi;  -gentleman  was  pleased  to  express 
forne  resentment  i^n^t  falling  in  with 
popular  Wasures.  ror  my  share,  1  think 
popular  measures  are  probably  right  mea- 
nres,  because  their  being  popular  proves 
ttiein  to  be  agreeable  to  the  general  sense 
ef  inankind.  This,  Sir,  1  think,  is  a  just 
my  of  fbrming'  a  judgmerft  in  cases  so 
piml  tu  the  present :  for  there  is  no  oc- 
eaAion,  Sir,  for  a  man  to  be  acquainted  wirh 
mysteries  of  suite,  or  the  secrets  of  govern- 
snmt,'  hi  oi^derto  kn4^  that  injustice  is  to  be 
redressed,  and  diefn^^m  i«f  eommeree  to 


I  come  now  to  examine  that  atgniDtnt 
upon  which  the  hon.  gentleman  hjB » 
much  stress ;  1  mean.  Sir,  th^  manner  io 
which  France  would  determine  <hertd( 
should  the  present  Bill  pAss  into  a  law.  The 
hon.  gentleman  has  been  pleased  to  tell  a 
how,  m  hiis  opinion,  France  would  reasofi 
upon  such  a  step.  But,  Sir,  the  affiur  ap- 
pears to  me  with  a  quite  different  face. 
It  appears  to  me,  that  the  court  of  France 
would  be  far  from  hazarding  the  great 
share  of  that  property  she  has  m  the  Plate 
ships,  by  taking  the  part  of  Spain  in  tltt 
quarrel.  She  knows,  or  we  might  to  kt 
her  know.  Sir,  that  we  have  bi^n  liaiba* 
rously  and  injuriously  used  by  the  Spa- 
niards. She  is  too  well  informed  of  w» 
passes  here,  not  to  know  that  there  is  witii- 
out  doors  an  unanimous  spiritof  resentmest 
and  revenge.  The  present  Bill,  Sir,  viU 
let  her  see  that  this  nouse  is  in  the  saoe 
disposition.  She  knows  what  Resoltitiaei 
both  the  Houses  have  alrendy  come  to  on 
this  head ;  and  as  she  knows  all  this,  Sir, 
can  it  ever  be  supposed  that  she  will  ad  fo 
inconsistenUy  with  her  usual  politics,  as  to 
leave  to  war  what  she  ma^  obtain  by  ne^io- 
ciation  ?  She  knows,  Sn*,  that  her  wd 
force,  even  when  joined  with  that  of  Spaii, 
will  still  be  inferior  to  ours,  provided  tittt 
we  exert  our  force ;  and  this  Bill  shew*  hec 
that  we  shall  exert  it.  What  then  wifl  be 
her  next  step  ?  Not  a  declaration  of  wv 
with  this  nation ;  such  a  procedure  wooki 
neither  be  just  nor  prudent.  The  wJKft 
and  most  obvious  step  she  can  take  is  to 
apply  to  the  court  of  Spain.  *  Yoa  te^e 
wronged  the  British  sabjeots,  sa^  ihe,  job 
have  insulted  and  plundered  their  mer- 
chants, till  the  national  leseiiiancast »  B«t 
awakened ;  all  parties  and  afl  d^rees  of 
men  in  that  country  concur  m  *c  Rcsoja- 
tion  of  taking  a  severe  reven^,  or  obtain- 
ing an  ample  satisfaction.  You  are  siBgij 
no  match  for  Britain,  nor  is  my  fleet  in  a 
condition  to  assist  you.  But  though  it 
were  otherwise,  there  is  no  reason  that  I 
should  put  myself  to  expences  to  support 
your  injustice,  or  to  fight  your  cfoaric^ 
My  property  on  board  your  Plate  shipe,  Ib 
very  large ;  it  runs  a  great  lMfflard,if  once 
we  suffer  a  war  to  break  out  I  have  v> 
room  to  hope,  that  after  die  w«r  is  ovw  I 
Eihall  recover  my  losses,  as  usuHl,  by  n^ 
ciation.  You  know  the  parlianamt  of  Bn- 
tain  has  passed  a  Bill,  ttiat  puts  it  out  i^ 
their  own  power  to  restore  part  of  tl*^ 
wealth  that  i^all  be  taken  by  llieir  fleets. 
Nothing  therefore  remamB,butthatyw  gw« 
Ac  aatiafiiclioB  «o  justly  tefa»ed,n(iA>< 
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securi^  for  their  future  commerce  to  which 
you  are  obliged  by  so  many  treaties.' — 
This,  Sir«  I  think,  and  not  what  gentlemen 
have  su^eestedy  will  be  the  language  of 
France,  if  we  pass  this  Bill.  And,  Sir,  as 
I  observed  before,  it  is  Impossible  to  con- 
trive any  Bill  that  can  strengthen  the 
hands  of  our  ministers  more,  or  give  a 
greater  weiglit  to  their  n^ociations.  Kin^s, 
bir,  I  believe,  when  they  are  rightly  m- 
formed,  are  as  honest  as  other  men,  and 
can  make  as  true  a  judgment  of  their  own 
interest.  France  will  find  it  for  her  advan- 
tage to  lay  before  the  court  of  Spain,  the 
true  sUte  of  the  differences  betwixt  us.. 
She  will  tell  him  plainl]^,how  we  have  been 
vronged;  she  will  tell  him,  that  our  demands 
of  satisfaction  are  supported  by  justice ;  and 
that  his  own  interest  requires  a  compliance ; 
since  a  refusal  must  involve  him  in  a  war, 
to  whicli  he  is  not  equal,  and  for  which 
be  ii  unprepared.  Cap  we  imagine  that 
the  court  at  Madrid  would  be  dedf  to  such 
arguments  as  these  \  or  can  we  suggest  to 
ourselves  aiiy  one  advantage  that  mmistr^ 
caneiLpect  to  obtain,  by  exposing  their 
country  to  a  war  in  defence  of  unjustifiable 
measures  ?  Thus,  Sir,  France  will  indeed 
become  a  party  in  this  quarrel ;  but  if  she 
regulates  h^  conduct  by  justice,  policy,  or 
common  sense,  she  will  not  declare  for 
Spain;  nor  can  the  passing  this  Bill  have 
tlie  efect  apprehended  by  the  honourable 
gentleman. 

But,  Sir,  setting  aside  all  these  conside- 
rations, we  shall  suppose  that'*  France  is 
absolutely  resolved,  at  all  events,  to  sup- 
port Sfmuu    We  shall  suppose  that  Spam 
u  obstinate  in  her  refusal  to  do  us  jus- 
tice ;  that -she  is  determined  to  insist  upon 
ber  ri^t  to  search  our  ships,  and  to  detain 
the  ^cts  of  our  plundered  merchants : 
In  short.  Sir,  we  shall  suppose  that  the 
<;ourt  of  I'rance  sees  this  smur  in  the  very 
light  that  the  hon.  gentleman  has  men- 
^ned.    But  is  not  this  a  fatal,  is  it  not  an 
eternal  argument  against  resenting  any 
future  iniuries  firom    Spain,  where  the 
court  of  France  shall  please  to  interpose  ? 
^argument.  Sir,  wul  hold  equally  good 
St  all  times;  and  I  shall  be  obliged  to  any 
g^tleman  who  could  mention  a  case,  in 
which,  if  any  power  of  £urope  should 
di&r  with  us,  tne  court  of  France  might 
sot  equally  oblige  us  to  recede  from  our 
ngbta.   I  shall  readSy  grant,  Sir^  a  difie- 
fence  nay  possibly  arise  betwixt  us  and 
^or  powers,  and  that  it  may  be  the  in- 
jerest  of  Frfmoe  to  stand  neuter  till  we 
have  sufieiently  weakened  one  another* 
[VOLX] 


But  give  me  leave  to  say,  Sir,  that  if  we 
reason  from  the  topics  the  hon,  gentleman 
was  pleased  to  make  use  of,  this  can  never 
be  the  case  with  respect  to  Spain,  because 
there  never  can  be  a  time  in  which  Spain 
will  not  have  the  same  property  in  the 
Plate  ships  as  she  has  at  present:  and 
consequently  there  can  be  no  time  ip 
which  we  shall  be  able  to  redress  ourselves 
without  her  leave.  I  appeal  to  every 
gentleman  that  hears  me,  if  this  be  not  the 
natural  consequence  of  this  argument. 
Had  the  hon.  gentleman  carried  it  as  far  as 
it  would  go,  he  would  have  told  us  in  di- 
rect terms,  <'  Your  seamen  are  to  be  en- 
slaved, your  merchants  plundered,  and 
your  trade  ruined,  because  If  you  take  one 
step  to  prevent  it,  France  will  interpose. 
You  have  indeed  fine  pcssessions  in  Ame- 
rica; you  have  an  extensive  commerce, 
and  fiouribbing  colonies,  which  may  con- 
tribute greatly  to  the  riches  of  this  coun- 
try, if  France  pleases  to  permit  it.  You  ^ 
have  received  the  most  infamous  treat- 
ment, and  the  honour  of  your  country  has 
been  wounded  by  a  long  tract  of  injuries 
and  insults ;  tliere  is  now  a  fair  opportu- 
nity put  into  your  hands  of  bemg  re- 
venged. Yes,  you  may,  if  France  pleases : 
in  short,  if  she  please  not  to  interpose  in 
favour  of  Spam,  you  may  be  secure 
against  all  future  interruptions  of  your 
commerce."  This  is  a  doctrine.  Sir,  which 
I  never  hope  to  hear  publicly  avowed  in  this 
House ;  and  what  influences  it  may  have 
in  other  places,  I  shall  never  wish  to  see  it 
adopted  nere.  I  hope.  Sir,  it  will  always 
be  our  maxim  to  command  justice  where 
we  are  denied  it :  We  have  no  need  of 
allies  to  enable  us  to  do  this ;  the  story  of 
Jenkins  will  raise  volunteers.*  We  have 
already  enabled  his  Majesty,  if  war  be- 
comes necessary,  to  prosecute  it  with 
vigour ;  and  if  peace  shall  be  more  eligible, 
our  passing  the  present  Bill  is  the  readiest 
way  for  us  to  procure  one  that  will  be  safe, 
lasting,  and  honourable. 

Give  me  leave.  Sir,  to  observe,  besides 
the  consideration  I  have  already  men- 
tioned, one  advantage  that  must  accrue  to 
the  nation  by  our  passing  the  present  Bill, 
Any  man  who  takes  a  view  of  our  conduct 
for  some  years  past,  can  never  be  at  a  loss 
to  discover  by  what  means  our  neighbours 
nave  made  such  a^  progress  in  the  art  of 
navigation.  He  will  easily  see  that  it  was 
owing  to  the  many  diaappomtments  which 
our  sailors  received  by  the  fluctuation  of 
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our  councils  at  home.  Fleets  were 
equipped  here  at  great  expence,  a  vast 
parade  was  made,  and  our  sailors  hopes 
of  enriching  themselves^  by  what  thejr 
phould  take  from  the  enemies  of  theu: 
country,  were  wound  up  to  the  highest, 
pitch  :  there  is  no  wonder,  Sir,  if,  when 
these  hopes  were  disappointed,  they  en- 
tered into  the  service  of  other  countries, 
where  the  encouragement  that  foreign 
princes  wisely  ^ve  them  still  detains  them. 
Our  passing  this  Bill  is,  perhaps,  the  only 
way  of  recovering  them  to  our  service. 
They  will  now  see  that  we  design  more 
tlian  an  empty  show,  or  mock  expedition, 
that  our  resolutions  of  vengeance  are 
fixed,  and  that  it  is  now  out  of  the  power 
of  any  minister  to  defeat  their  expecta- 
tions. This,  Sir,  will  give  them  new 
spirits,  it  will  revive  their  love  for  their 
country,  and  they  will  say  to  one  another, 
in  their  plain  and  honest  language,  "  We 
now  see  that  our  great  men  at  home  are 
in  e^nest ;  they  have  passed  a  Bill  that 
will  give  us  an  opportunity  to  repay  our- 
selves, with  advantage,  for  the  many  losses 
and  insults  we  have  received  from  the 
Spaniards,  and  for  the  many  disappoint- 
ments we  have  met  with  at  home.  Let  us 
now  return  to  the  service  of  our  country : 
let  us  lay  hold  of  this  Opportunity  of 
making  ourselves  rich  at  the  expence  of 
the  natural  enemies  of  us  and  our  nation. 
For  my  part,  says  one,  I  never  would 
have  entered  into  any  other  service,  had  I 
not  met  with  so  many  disappointments  in 
Britain  ;  and  since  tnings  are  so  and  so,  I 
shall  chuse  rather  to  serve  there  than  any 
where  else.'*  Thus,  Sir,  our  passing  the  pre- 
sent Bill  is  a  necessary  step  for  us  to  take, 
in  order  to  recover  our  industrious  seamen 
from  foreign  into  his  Majesty's  service. 
This  seems  the  only  expedient  by  which 
this  important  end  can  probablv  be  ob- 
tained. Thereby,  Sir,  we  shall  gain  a 
'double  advantage;  we  shall  deprive  our 
neighbours  of  the  means  that  have  enabled 
them  so  long  to  rival  us  in  our  trade  and 
navigation ;  and  we  shall  increase  the  naval, 
that  is,  the  real  force  of  this  island :  In 
short.  Sir,  were  this  Bill  to  answer  no 
other  end  besides  re-inspiring  our  brave 
sailors  with  a  confidence  in  those  who  have 
the  direction  of  our  afiairs,  I  think  that 
single  consideration  ought  to  outweigh 
any  petty  objections;  which  however  will 
vanish  of  themselves,  because.  Sir,  while 
his  M^etfty  is  possessed  of  the  hearts  of 
the  sailors,  he  will  be  able  to  maintain  both 
the  dignity  of  his  crown,  and  freedom  of 
commerce  to  his  subjects. 


The  honourable  gentleman.  Sir,  viio 
sits  near  me,  has  expressed  himself  whh 
great  tenderness  and  regard  towards  our 
merchants  :  I  wish.  Sir,  they  may  find 
him,  and  every  gentleman  who  bias  the 
honour  to  act  in  the  administration  their 
friends.  I  am  sure  they  deserve  all  tlie 
friendship  the  ministry  can  shew,  and  ail 
the  encouragement  and  protection  the  le- 
giskture  can  give.  I  beg  leave  to  sav, 
Sir,  it  is  owing  to  the  commerce  they 
carry  on,  that  under  a  load  of  unnund)ered 
taxes,  and  amidst  all  the  discauragemeQts 
of  industry,  we  are  yet  able  to  supply  the 
exigencies  of  government,  that  we  are  yet 
able  to  preserve  the  remains  of  that  inna- 
ence  which  this  crown  had  once  over  the 
councils  of  the  rest  of  Europe,  and  that 
we  can  yet  say  that  there  is  one  body  of 
men  amongst  us  independent*  Bat,  Sir, 
how  long  can  our  merchants  preserve  that 
independency,  if  their  rights  are  not  duly 
and  vigorously  maintained  by  that  govern- 
ment to  the  support  of  whidi  they  so 
largely  contribute  ?  If  they  arc  left  naked 
and  defenceless  by  those  irho  ought"  to  be 
the  guardians  of  our  commerce,  they  nrost 
of  necessity  become  the  prey  d  every 
petty  State.  I  need  not  calf  in  distonc 
facts^  or  recur  to  histoiy  for  this  melan- 
choly truth.  I  am  afraid  all  the  late  in- 
sults offered  them  abroad,  are  the  coiwe- 
quenceji  of  a  visible  neglect  of  their  interest 
at  home^  And  from  what  has  been,  we 
may  easily  collect  what  will  be  the  coo- 
sequence  of  this  conduct :  We  have  alrea- 
dy been  insulted  by  our  enemies ;  we  shall 
soon  be  despised  by  our  allies  ;  we  M 
be  consider^  as  a  nation  without  rights, 
or,  what  is  the  same,  without  power  to 
assert  them.  This,  Sir,  must  be  our  Ate, 
unless  we  vigorously  resent  the  injuries  ot 
our  merchants,  unless  we  require  and  com- 
mand a  reparation  for  their  past  sufierings 
and  a  sufficient  security  from  future  in- 
sults, and  unless,  by  a  conduct  resolute* 
and  worthy  of  the  British  •  name,  we  re- 
store our  naval  flag  to  its  ancient  reputa- 
tion. 

Having  mentioned  the  British  flag,  giv< 
me  leave  to  say,  Sir,  that  we  ought  not  to 
suffer  our -neighbours  to  dispute  that  point, 
either  from  their  own  con^tnicttoos  of 
treaties,  from  any  former  precedents,  or 
from  any  late  pacific  forbearance.  I  be- 
lieve. Sir,  it  is  needless  for  me  to  explain 
in  this  place  my  thoughts  more  fully  on 
this  tender  point ;  every  gendeman  who 
has  heard  of^  some  late  transactions  ra\\< 
know  what  I  mean.    All  the  use  I  wouhi 
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inake  of  it,  is:  to  put  gentlemen  in  mind, 
tliat  by  giving  up  the  honour  of  the  flag, 
we  ^ve  up  the  wety  of  our '  commerce  ; 
and,  that  by  giving-up^  our  commerce,  we 
betray  the  interest  of  our  country.  If  the 
insolence  of  any  of  our  neighbours  has  en- 
croached upon  the  honour  of  our  flag, 
either  by  catiing  it  in  question,  or  by  any 
actual  insults,  it  is  our  duty  to  pass  this 
Bill,  that  they  may  be  convinced  at  our 
resolution,  uot  only  to  ascertain  our  rights 
of  navigation  in  these  seas,  but  to  vindi- 
cate the  honour  of  our  flag  throughout  the 
world. 

I  shall  now  examine  the  consequences 
of  the  arguments  produced  in  opposition 
to  this  Bill.  It  IS  alledged,  tlutt  if  it 
passes,  the  wealth  of  our  allies  may  be 
seized  without  a  possibility  of  making  res- 
titutitm.  Now,  Sir,  I  shall  suppose  a 
thing  that  I  believe  no  gentleman  can  deny 
to  be  very  probable :  If  we  resolve  upon 
procuriag  to  our  merchants  a  reparation  of 
their  past,  and  a  securi^  against  future 
injuries,  we  shall  be  at  laist  obliged  to 
enter  into  a  war.  What  par^  are  we  then 
to  act?  Are  we  not  to  distress  Spain  in 
e?ery  branch  of  her  commerce  ?  And  shall 
we  Bot  most  distress  her  by  intercepting 
her  Plate  ships,  and  seizing  that  treasure 
to  which  she  owes  all  her  power  and  all 
her  influence?  That  influence  by  which 
we  are  awed,  and  that  power  by  which 
weareoppreued?  But,  Sir,  according  to 
some  gentlemen's  way  of  reasoning;  this 
cannot  be  done.  For  it  we  take  the  Spanish 
Plate  fleet,  we  must  refund  to  our  allies 
whatever  belongs  to  them.  Now,  Sir,  I 
apppeai  to  every  gentleman  who  has  been 
a  commander  of  a  ship,  or  is  conversant 
in  these  aflairs,  if  he  would  uot  be  very 
cautious  how  he  attacks  any  ship  Iht  whose 
cargo  he  must  be  aqcountable  ?  Do  gen- 
tlemen think  it  easy  for  an  admiral  of  a 
fleet,  or  a  captain  of  a  ship,  to  repress 
the  ardour  of  their  men  when  flushed  with 
success,  and  perhaps  irritated  by  resist- 
ance I  Will  not  reason,  even  without  ex- 
perience, informs  us  that  no  authority,  no 
exactness  of  discipline,  can  hinder  the 
sailors  from  pluiiaering  or  destroying  ? 
"Hie  next  step.  Sir,  to  be  taken,  is  not, 
as  usual,  to  adjudge  those  captures  to  be 
lawful  prizes,  but  only  90  much  of  the 
cargo  as  belongs  to  our  enemies  ;  for  our 
^^^  it  seems,  are  to  bring  in  their  claim 
upon  us  for  the  remainder ;  and  they  may 
perhaps  be  prevailed  upon,  without  an^ 
Ri^t  difficulty,  by  Spain,  to  extend  their 
claia  to  the  whole  ship>  when  perhaps 
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half  is  ahready  disposed  of  by  the  sailors 
amongst  themselves,  or  to  pay  the  fees  at 
a  prize  office. 

But,  without  supposing  any  indirect 
confederacy  between  our  enemies  and 
allies,  let  us  only  remember  that,  some 
gentlemen  have  asserted,  that  not  a  fifUi, 
and  others  I  believe  more  rightly,  that 
not  a  tenth  part  oi  the  cargo  of  the  Plate 
ships  belonss  to  the  Spaniards.  Now  I 
am  informed,  by  gentlemen  that  are  no 
strangers  to  these  affiurs,  that  it  is  im* 
possible  for  a  commander  to  prevent  more 
than  even  a  fiiUi  part  from  beins  secreted 
by  their  crews.  I  think  the  ffenUeman  ap* 
pealed,  by  my  honourable  mend  who  sits 
near  me,  hs^  told  us,  that  himself  was 
brought  in  a  debtor,  upon  a  prize  he  took, 
and  I  am  sure  no  officer  can  pretend-  to 
more  authority  and  wisdom  than  himself. 
Can  we  then  suppose  that  an  officer  will  so 
far  sacrifice  his  own  interest  to  public 
spirit,  as  to  attack  the  Plate  ships  of  Spain  ? 
May  we  not  mere  reasonably  believe  that 
he  will  avoid  all  occasions  of  falling  in  with 
them,  than  that  he  will  purchase  a  barren 
reputation  by  the  ruin  of  his  family  ? 
Should  we  go  to  war  upon  these  maxims, 
we  should  at  least  set  all  nations  an  un*^ 
heard<of  example  of  temper  and  forbear- 
ance ;  since,  though  we  had  the  wealth  of 
Spain  in  our  power,  the  seizure  of  which 
roust  render  tnem  bankrupts,  both  amongst 
themselvesand  to  their  neighbours,  we  shall 
i^egard  it  as  a  treasure  sacred  and  inviola- 
ble ;  while  they  are  at  full  liberty  to  ruin 
our  trade,  to  distress  our  colonies,  to  in- 
sult our  flag,  and  to  enslave  our  fellow 
subjects.  Will  not  thes^  be  the  eflects  of 
rejecting  this  Bill  upon  the  jprounds  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  and  his  friends  have 
suggested  ?  Have  the  hon.  gentleman  and 
his  nriends  proposed  any  means  to^  prevent 
them  ?  I  am  sure  if  they  had,  or  if  they 
yet  shall  propose  any  such  measures,  I  am 
as  ready  to  concur  with  them  as  any  gen- 
tleman in  this  House. 

Hitherto,  Sir,  I  have  reasoned  upon  the 
supposition  of  the  French  having  a  large 
share  and  property  in  th^se  Plate  ships. 
And  I  shall  readily  agree  that  it  is  greatly 
the  interest  of  tlieir  merchants  that  these 
ships  may  be  unmolested.  Qut  that  tliey 
have  a  property  or  a  share  in  them, 
though  it  may  pass  very  well  among  private 
traders,  is  not  a  langiiage  to  be  either  used 
or  understood  by  treating  powers.  We 
are,  in  a  national  controversy,  to. allow  of 
no  property  or  shares  but  wnat  are  i^ee- 
able  to  the  treaties  subsisting  betwixt  our 
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cr<mii  and  the  crown  <^8paii|  wiiidi  hu 
expresslj  nreduded  the  Frendi  fnm 
trading  to  ttie  Spanish  West  Indies ;  the 
treaties  betwixt  our  crown  ami  the  erown 
of  France  have  no  leas  precluded  any  audi 
trade.  The  last  dause  of  the  sixth  article 
of  the  Treaty  of  Utredit  Innds  up  Fhuoce 
from  hereafter  endeavonring  to  attain  or 
to  accept  of  any  other  use  of  naTigation 
or  trade,  upon  any  account,  to  Spain,  and 
the  Spanish  West  Indies,  other  ttian  what 
was  practised  there  in  the  rei^  of 
Charles  ^,  or  than  what  shall  likevnse  he 
fully  given  and  granted  at  the  sane  time 
to  other  nations  and  people  concerned  in 
^rade.  And,  Sir,  the  words  of  the  eighdi 
Article  of  that  Treaty,  are  so  full  and  ex- 
press, on  thik  head,  ^at  I  shall  make  no 
apology  for  reading  them ;  **  And  where- 
as, among  other  conditions  of  the  general 
peace,  it  is,  by  common  consent  estab- 
lished as  a  chief  and  fundamental  rule, 
that  the  exercise  of  navigation  and  com- 
merce to  the  Spanish  West  Indies,  should 
remain  in  the  same  state  it  was  in  the  time 
of  the  aforesaid  Charles  2.  That  Hiere- 
fore  this  rule  may  hereafter  be  observed 
with  inviolable  faith,  and  in  a  manner 
sever  to  be  broken,  and  thereby  all  causes 
of  distrust  and  suspicion  concerning  that 
matter  may  be  prevented  and  removed,  it 
is  espeeialfy  agreed  and  concluded,  that 
no  licence,  nor  any  permission  at  all,  shall 
at  any  time  be  given,  either  to  the  French, 
or  to  any  nation  whatever,  in  any  name, 
or  under  any  pretence,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, to  sail  to,  traffic  m,  or  introduce 
alaves,  goods,  merchandizes,  or  any  thing 
whatsoever,  into  |he  dominions  subject  to 
the  crown  of  Spain  in  America,  Acept 
what  miqr  be  agreed  by  the  treaty  or  trea- 
ties of  commerce  afor^aid,  and  the  rights 
and  privileges  granted  in  certain  conven- 
tions, commonly  called  the  assiento  for 
negroes,  whereof  mention  is  made  in  the 
12th  Article." 

These  are  the  words  of  the  trea^ ;  and 
words  mere  express  there  cannot  be. 
Now,  Sir,  there  never  was  a  treaty  betwixt 
Spain  and  any  other  nation,  by  which 
Spain  gave  them  a  n^htto  import  a  single 
piece  of  ei^t  in  their  own  names ;  and  to 
this  day  every  piece  that  is  imported  in 
•the  name  of  any  other  merchants  besides 
those  oi  Spain,  is  by  the  law  of  Spain  con- 
iscated  to^the  kmg.  This  has  been  al- 
ready very  well  spoke  to  by  an  hon.  gen- 
tleman in  this  debate,  who  is  himself  en- 
gaged m  trade.  But,  Sir,  as  the  altera- 
tioD  that  has  4ieen  made  in  the  piesent  Bill 
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oy  tne  eomnuHee,  maBea  it  ■nfloaHnc  lar 
the  Erench,  or  any  nation  exo^t  Sptia, 
to  BuiPer  by  our  proceedian,  becane 
they  witt  Mve  time  to  wimdmw  tba 
effects;  I  conceive  the  fiiree  of  the  argu- 
ment againet  this  Bfll,  dut  ia  boit  upon 
the  prejudice  whkh  it  may  do,  with  re^d 
to  our  allies,  hSk  to  the  cround.  Thk 
conopsion,  dits  regaid  which  we  hare 
shewn  for  the  interest  of  our  allies,  mast, 
if  they  have  either  candour  or  gnttitude, 
make  them  soastble  how  tender  we  are  of 
their  interest,  and  how  unwilling  to  give 
them  any  provocation  to  become  partiei 
in  this  quarrel.  It  will  shew  than  that 
we  have  no  other  design  in  passing  dui 
BOI,  or  in  Altering  into  a  war,  than  to  s- 
sert  our  riff^ts,  aiM  secure  oureoromefca 
At  the  same  tone,  it  ^ves  tliem,  as  the 
gentleman  expreued  it,  a  lair  waning, 
and  shews  them  that  we  are  not  to  be  iD> 
timidated  from  parsubg  our  just  reerat* 
raent,  even  though  they  should  dMaaiuAy 
neglect  to  withdraw  thev  eftets,  or  to 
contimie  to  embark  them  in  Spanish  m- 
seb.  These  are  some  of  the  good  oooce> 
qoeaoea  that  may  perhapa  uttend  the 
amendhnent  that  ins  been nsade,  thooghl 
think  there  was  little  occaaioa  for  it;  and 
I  believe,  I  have  now  demonstrated  thst 
we  were  not  obliged  in  joatioe  to  vak 
any  such  amendment,  or  to  r^srd  the 
ridies  on  board  these  shms  aa  the  proper- 
ty  of  my  people  exce|^t  Spaniards. 

Ishall  next.  Sir,  consider  wfaatwasak)  by 
tiie  hon*  gentleman  with  regard  to  the  ka 
that  our  merchants  nrast  sustain  bj  in- 
suring tiiese  effiscts.  Eveiy  gentlonaii 
who  is  conversant  in  trade,  Imows  v^y 
well  how  great  the  difference  is  betwixt 
insuring  upon  a  cargo,  and  insuring  upon 
a  bottom.  As  the  insurance  ia  these  caKS 
with  our  merchants,  is  upon  bottrany, 
and  not  upon  carsoes ;  if  I  am  ng^^XI^ 
formed,  our  merdiants  share,  if  the  rhte 
ships  should  be  seised,  would  be  very  ib- 
considerable.  As  to  the  difficiiltteB  m 
which  our  merdiants  who  trade  to  Spain 
might  be  involved  by  this  Bill,  they  ue 
now  provided  against  by  the  daofie  in- 
serted by  the  Committee,  which  p^ 
them  an  opportunity  of  putting  their  ewfi^ 
out  of  the  reach  <»  the  Spanish  ga^B- 
ment;  though  I  bdieve,  even  this  altera- 
tion was  hardly  necessary,  because  they 
must,  from  the  conduct  of  the  eoart  ot 
Spain,  have  long  seen  thfar  cloud  gsther- 
ing,  and  we  must  suppose  them  Joit  in 
stupidity,  if  they  have  not  provided  for 
llie  worst;    Nor  can  i  find  the  leaitff*' 
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ion  fbrimsgioiiig  tliirt  a  dbeofviy  of  their 
efiects  will  beac^iired  by  torture,  becanie 
Bprooeediog  00  entirdy  unheBid  of,  eo 
horrid  in  iti  natiire,  and  iocontrary  to  the 
few  of  DHtioiie  and  of  anas,  will  fill  the 
whole  world  with,  resentment  and  de- 
testatiott,  and  load  the  autbon  with  Mich 
a  general  and  lasting  odhim,  as  the  wealth 
they  Bii^t  hope  to  gain  cannot  counter- 
vail. But,  Sir,  because  every  gentleman 
cannot  be  supposed  to  be  a  judge  of  com- 
meroe,  or  the  particular  interests'  of  mer- 
chanti^  I  will  propose  an  experiment,  by 
which  every  one  that  pleases,  may  con- 
Tince  himself  of  the  fitness  of  this  BilL 
Let  any  gentleman  walk  through  West- 
minster and  London,  and  ask  every  trader 
be  shall  meet,  his  opinion  of  a  war  with 
Spain,  and  of  this  Bill;  he  will  not  find 
ax  men  in  tlie  «umber  that  will  not  declare 
in  fiivour  of  both  the  one  and  the  other. 
This,  Sir,  1  believe  many  geatlemen  in 
cfaii  House  wfll  admit  to  be  fact,  and 
thco  what  becomes  of  all  the  atguments 
drawn  from  a  tenderness  lor  the  tntenst 
ofouraMKiianta?  Can  we  siq»posethat 
if  they  have  eaeh  imasense  suras  aft  stake 
u  has  been  suggested,  they  woulddedaiw 
for  the  present  Bill,  had  they  not  other 
advantages  in  view,  that  will  ovetbahmee 
all  the  loss  they  can  ausCain  by  our 


the  Plate  shipa  ^  or  must  we  not  suppose, 
what  is  mucn  more  probable,  that  they 
hare  no  such  sums  at  slake,  and  that  they 
therefiMe  are  pleased  wiUi  the  prospect  of 
a  war  that  wiH  repress  the  insolence  of 
their  oppressors? 

I  cannot  dkniiss  the  cause  of  the  traders 
to  Spain,  without  mentioning  a  story, 
which,  though  1  will  not  affirm  it  to  be 
trae,  seems  too  remarkable  to  be  sup- 
pressed. It  is  reported.  Sir,  thM  a  oenn- 
ter  petition  was  set  on  foot,  and  promoted 
by  some  in  power  with  their  wnole  inte- 
rest, and  utmost  diligence.  This  counter 
petition,  Sir,  was  to  have  been  signed  by 
the  merdumts  trading  to  Spain,  in  order  to 
be  presented  to  this  House,  setting  forth 
'  the  hardships  that  the  pctitionerB  must 
'  mifer  by  a  war  with  Sp»n.'  To  procure 
bands  to  this  petition,  no  arts  were  untried, 
^  threatemngs,  no  promises  were  omitted  r 
yet  could  they  not  get  above  5  or  6  mer- 
chants, and  those  I  am  informed  wete  Ro- 
nan  Cathofics,  to  sign  it ;  of  no  figure  in 
trade  abroad,  and  of  no  interest  amon^  our 
fioerchaoUathome.  A  Petition,  Sir,  signed 
by  90  few  and  so  inconsiderable  persons, 
Afmst  Petitions  firom  all  parts  of  the  na- 
m,  would  only  have  dranvn  oontempt  on 


those  who  promoted  it|  and  was  th^nfore 
with  equal  modesty  and  prudence  laid  aside. 
I  will  not  he  answerable  lor  the  truth  of 
my  informatidn;  and  therefore  if  any  gen* 
tleman  who  hears  nse,  thinks  himself  in- 
jured by  such  a  report,  I  hope  I  have 
oUiged  him  by  at^iog  him  an  opportunity 
of  vmdicating  hmiself.  But  be  that  as  it 
will,  I  may  venture  to  sffrm  that  a  counter 
Petition  was  set  on  fioot,  but  miscarried  fiv 
want  of  a  number  of  hands  to  give  it  the 
fiioe  of  a  Petition  fit  to  be  presented  to  this 
Honse.  This  is  enough  to  prove  that  ail 
our  merchants  trading  to  Spain,  except  a 
very  despicable  number,  are  for  a  war ;  so 
thatthe  tendemen  of  the  hon.  gontlemaa, 
is  a  tenderness  by  which  th^  will  nee 
think  themselveB  benefited,  nor  own  them- 
selves obliged. 

Bnt,  says  the  hon.  gentlenmn,  the  power 
of  makmg  peace  or  war  lies  in  his  Ui^es* 
ty's  beeast.  It  is  a  prero^iative  not  to  be 
wrested  from  him  by  Petitions,  howensr 
universal,  or  by  arguments,  hoirever  sne» 


Sir,  I  know  very  w^  how  fiu*  1 
prarcwative  of  the  crown  extends,  at  least 
iiow  rar  it  ought  to  extend,  and  how  wA 
sndi  a  prerogative  is  wi^  his  present  Ma- 
jesty: but  hope  it  will  not  be  inyuted  to 
want  of  confidenoe  in  his  Majeafy,  if  I  a£> 
firm  diat  even  this  fiivourite  prerogative^ 
thia  darling  power,  that  is  so  warosly  can* 
tended  for,  however  rpasnnahl^  it  onoe  was, 
may  now  be  jotly  disputed.  In  fimaer 
tanes.  Sir,  iHien  our  kings  made  war,tfasj 
did  it  at  their  own  cxpenoe,  they  went  to 
the  field  at  the  head  or  their  own  tenama; 
if  amr  advantage  was  gained,  it  was  en- 
joyed by  the  nation;  mi  if  any  loss  was 
sustained^  it  was  sustained  by  the  nav^ 
reian.  It  was  then  but  reasonable  to  in- 
dulge the  monardi  in  this  prerogative,  be* 
cause  he  could  only  exercise  it  at  his  own 
expenoe.  But  our  sovereigns  now  make 
war  aft  the  expence  of  the  nation,  and 
hazard  not  their  own  revenues,  but  the 
fiirtunes,  interests,  and  commerce  of  their 
subjects ;  and  therefore.  Sir,  it  woidd  seem 
but  reasonable  that  the  people  should  be 
allowed  to  judge  a  little  ibr  themselves ; 
that  our  kings  l^arken  to  their  voice,  es« 
pecially^  when  it  is  universd ;  when  they 
are  not  influenced  by  the  arts  of  designing 
polidcians,  or  heated  by  the  ra^e  of  party* 
Never  was  nation  more  unannnous  thim' 
our  people  now  are,  in  their  demands  of 
satismction  Hot  the  injuries  they  have  so 
long  borne  from  the  Spaniards.  There 
can  be  no  danger  In  compljring  with  tfcrfr 
importunkies,  suica  there  ts  no  war,  be  it 
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ever  so  unsuccessful,  but  it  to  be  preferred 
to  such  a  peace,  as  can  only  natter  us 
with  a  false  security,  and  expose  us  more 
effectually  to  a  faithless  plunderer. 

I  shall.  Sir,  but  just  touch  upon  the  se- 
cond article,  by  which  Head-Money  is 
granted  to  our  sailors ;  the  gentleman  has 
owned.  Sir,  that  this  is  a  very  proper  mea- 
sure ;  that  it  is  not  enough  for  us  to  be 
barely  just,  but  that  we  ought  likewise  to 
be^  generous,  if  we  would  encourage  men 
to  endure  toils,  and  face  danger :  he  has 
indeed  expressed  himself,  op  that  head, 
with  great  candour.  All  the  remark  I  beg 
leave  to  make  is,  that  the  gentleman  is 
rather  for  encouraging  our  railors,  at  our 
own  expence,  than  that  of  our  enemies. 

As  to  the  objection  against  vesting  the 
properties  of  places,  taken  from  the  ene* 
mies,  in  the  persons  of  those  who  shall  Be 
incorporated  by  his  Majesty  ftr  that  pur- 
pose ;  I  believe.  Sir,  we  are  at  present  in 
possession  of  several  places  conquered  from 
Spain,  several  islands  and  fortresses  of 
great  consequence,  which  have  not  been 
restored,  though  some  of  tjiem  have  bee'n 
more  than  (mce  demanded  sword  in  hmd. 
And  I  cannot  see  what  should  hinder  us 
from  securing  our  future  conquests,  as  well 
as  our  past.  It  is  true,  that  it  we  go  about 
to  b^  or  buy  a  peace,  the  effiicts  of  con- 
quests in  the  hands  of  private  persons  will 
very  much  embarrass  a  treaty :  but  if  we 
Intend  to  command  a  peace,  and  insist  (m 
justice,  it  can  only  be  e&cted  by  shewing 
that  we  are  determined  not  to  lose  any  a£ 
vantage,  that  we  shall  gain  by  war. 

I  hope.  Sir,  what  I  have  now  said  is  suf- 
ficient to  evince  the  necessity  of  this  Bill. 
Former  parliaments.  Sir,  have  thought  it 
proper  to  pass  such  Bills ;  it  was  then 
proper ;  it  is  now  necessary.  I  am  far  from 
thinking  that  this  nation  ought  to  be  the 
Drawcansir  of  Europe,  to  heap  debts  upon 
debts,  and  rush  wantonly  into  war  and  ex- 
pences.  But,  Sir,  1  am  afraid  new  debts 
and  new  wars  will  be  the  natural  conse- 
quence of  such  languid  and  spiritless  pro- 
ceedings as  some  gentlemen  seem  to  fa- 
vour. Every  petty  people,  every  nest  of 
pirates,  every  combination  of  encroaching 
traders,  will  without  scruple  plunder  a  na- 
tion, Uiat  sits  down  tamely  under  the 
grossest  injuries,  and,  instead  of  punishing, 
caresses  the  robber.  If  this  act  should  not 
luive  the  expected  influence  upon  Spain,  it 
^1  encourage  our  seamen,  and  mspire 
CHir  fellow  subjects  with  a  just  confidence 
m  his  Majesty  and  bis  administration,  when 
^€(y  see  nominal  distinctions  and  party 


quarrels  lost  in  the  noble  seal  finr  aissertini; 
tne  rights  of  our  country,  retrieving  the 
honour  of  our  naval  flag,  smd  repairing  tltt 
losses  of  our  injured  merchants.  .  There- 
fore, Sir,  I  give  my  hearty  concurrence  to 
this  Bill. 

Sir  Robert  fValpde  thinking  himself  re- 
flected on,  took  the  opportunity  to  offisr 
this  justification  of  himself: 

Sir ;  I  believe  it  is  owing  to  the  zeal  the 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  has  for  the  ho- 
nour of  Britain,  and  to  his  indignation 
against  the  insolence  of  the  Spaniards,  that 
he  forgot  some  of  his  usual  candour  in 
stating  one  or  two  points.  As  they  per- 
sonally relate  to  myself,  I  shall  beg  leave 
to  trouble  the  House  with  a  few  words  o& 
this  occasion. 

And  first.  Sir,  I  appeal  to  every  gentle- 
man who  has  heara  what  I  have  said  on 
this  subject  from  the  first  day  it  was  brought 
into  this  House,  if  I  have  .dropped  one 
word  that  could  be  wrested  to  the  meaning 
imputed  to*  me  by  the  hon.  gentlemaiL 
Can  any  gentleman  collect  from  the  ex- 
pressions I  used,  that  I  was  jeak^ua  of  the 
Spanish,  but  forgetfiil  of  the  British  ho- 
nour ?  I  dare  appeal.  Sir,  to  any  man  who 
knows  me  in  private  life,  if  he  ever  at  any 
time  heard  sucli  an  insinuation  fiill  from 
me.  All  I  said  on  that  point  was  in  order 
to  prove,  that  it  would  oe  extreuK^y  im- 
proper for  us  to  pass  this  Bill,  tin  we  see 
the  effect  of  his  Majesty's  late  instances  si 
the  court  of  Spain. 

The  next  part  of  the  hon.  gentleman's 
speech  that  personally  rehites  to  me,  is 
what  he  added  with  regard  to  an  abortive 
Petition.  The  gentleman  said,  "  he  was 
informed,  it  was  reported,  but  that  lie 
would  not  be  answerable  for  the  truth  of 
his  information  i"  but.  Sir,  is  this  a  fsir 
way  of  reasoning  in  this  Uwue  ?  to  make 
insmuations  have  any  weight,  they  must  be 
founded  on  acknowledged  ^ta^  But  if 
these  facts  are  misrepresented  and  aggra- 
vated with  invidious  circumstances;  Ssm- 
picions  are  entangled  with  certainties,  aod 
conjectures  worked  up  into  invectives; 
may  not  the  most  innocent  behaviour  couo- 
tenance  the  most  cruel  and  i^ijust  reflec- 
tions ;  may  not  the  clearest  integrity  be 
impeached,  and  reputations  spcRted  awaj  ^ 
It  IS  very  true«  that  a  certain  Petition  va$ 
designed,  and  that  design  was  afrerwards 
dropt.  So  much,  Sir,  and  not  one  wonl 
more  of  what  has  been  asserted  on  this 
head,  is  truth*  But,  Sir,  as  I  have  been 
per^nally  pointed  out,  I  must  beg  leave 
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to  set  this  aAiir  in  a  just  liffht :  it  is  against 
my  inclination  that  I  touch  upon  it  at  all ; 
but  I  am  forced,  to  it,  by  the  regard  that 
eveiy  man  ought  to  have  for  truth,  and  for 
his  own  character. 

The  design  of  the  Petition,  which  is  in- 
vidiously culed  a  Counter-Petition,  I  will 
take  upon  me  to  assert,  was  not  set  on 
foot  by  any  one  concerned  in  the  adminis- 
tration, as  the  hon.  gentleman  seems  to  in- 
sinuate. It  was  a  measure  begun  and  pro- 
moted by  some  of  the  most  considerable 
merchants  of  the  kingdom,  and,  for  aught 
I  know,  men  as  well  aiiected  to  our  con- 
stitution both  in  church  and  state,  as  any 
gentleman  in  thisHouse.  Afler  they  had 
concerted  the  scheme  amount  themselves, 
the^y  came  in  a  body  to  desire  my  advice ; 
which  was.  Sir,  that  they  shoulo  proceed 
00  farther  in  it.  I  told  them,  that  I  would 
not  be  concerned  in  any  thing  that  would 
give  the  Spaniards  th^  least  reason  to  ima- 
gine that  the  trading  interest  of  Great 
Britain  was  divided  in  this  affiiir,  or  that 
this  House  would  not  be  unanimous  in  its 
zeal  for  procuring  Just  and  ample  satisfac- 
tion for  the  injuries  of  our  countrymen, 
and  the  obstructions  of  our  commerce.  At 
the  same  time  I  shewed  them  that  they 
were  actmg  contrary  to  their  own  interests, 
and  that  they  could  hope  for  no  other  fa- 
vour from  Spain  than  to  be  the  last  whom 
she-would  ruin.  Upon  this.  Sir,  the  de- 
sign was  dropped ;  and  I  believe  this  is 
known,  by  several  present,  to  be  the  true 
state  of  the  fact,  which  the  hon.  gentle- 
Dian  has  been  pleased  to  represent  as  a 
piece  of  ministerial  crafL  How  f^r  the 
arguments  produced  are  conclusive,  i^t 
the  House  judge :  for  my  part,  I  do  not 
forget  my  promise  of  being  open  to  con- 
viction ;  but  I  must  feel  the  force  of  an  ar- 
gument before  I  acknowledge  it,  and  per- 
ceive my  objections  invalidated  before  I 
recede  firom  them.  I  do  not  perceive 
that  the  gentleman  has  added  any  weight 
to  his  own  reasons,  or  taken  away  any  from 
mine,  and  therefore  I  am  against  the  pre- 
sent question. 

Mr.  Thomas  Winnington  said : 

Sir;  the  importance  of  the  question  be- 
fore us,  will  justifjT  me  in  sayine  some- 
thing, though  the  tmae  will  not  allow  roe 
to  say  much.*  The  present  Bill  I  appre- 
hend to  be  such,  that  we  should,  in  passing 
it,  neither  observe  our  treaties,  nor  consult 
our  mterest.  Our  provocations  have  in- 
deed been  great  and  many ;  our  merchants 
have  met  with  baifoarous  treatment ;    and 


that  too  has  \ileen  authorized,  or  at  least 
connived  at  by  some  of  the  Spaninh  go- 
vernors :  nor  ahall  I  pretend  to  say  tJiat 
these  governors  have  been  hitherto  pu- 
nished by  the  court  of  Spain.  But,  Sir, 
neither  the  court*  of  Spain,  nor  we,  till  of 
late,  were  certainly  informed  of  the  truth 
of  our  merchauts'  ^legations ;  and  while 
facta  are  vet  in  dispute,  though  justice 
may  be  delated,  it  is  not  properiy  denied. 

The  convmcing  proofs  we  have  now  re- 
ceived, are  laid,  b^  his  Majesty's  order, 
before  the  court  of*^  Spain ;  let  us  wait  for 
the  event  of  these  remonstrances,  which 
perhaps  may  procure  us  all  the  advantages. 
*we  can  hope  tor  from  a  war,  without  the 
hazard,  the  blood,  and  the  expence. '  If 
these  remonstrances  are  neglected,  what 
have  we  lost  ?  we  have  still  our  swords  in 
our  hands,  to  command  justice,  if  we  are 
denied  it.  We  may  then  declare  war,  and 
prosecute  it  with  the  utmost  vigour ;  the 
delay  will,  I  hope,  give  new  spirit  to  our 
councils,  because  it  will  give  justice  to  our 
cause. 

As  the  hon.  gentleman,  Sir,  has  been 
pleased  to  quote  an  article  or  two  <&ora 
the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  I  shall  beg  leave 
to  do  the  same.  And  first,  I  shaul  read 
the  17th  and  i8th  articleaof  that, treaty; 
<<  17.  But  if  it  happen  through  inadver* 
tency,  imprudence,  or  any  other  cause, 
that  any  subject  of  either  of  their  afore- 
said royal  Majesties,  do  or  commit  any 
^ng»  Dy  land,  sea,  or  on  fr^  water,  in 
any  part  of  the  world,  whereby  this  pre- 
sent treaty  be  not  observed,  or  whereby 
any  particular  article  of  the  samehadi  not 
its  effect,  this  peace  and  good  correspond- 
ence, between  the  queen  of  Britain  and  the 
Spanish  king,  shall  not  therefore  he  inter- 
rupted or  broken,  but  shall  remain  in  its 
former  strength,  force  and  vigour;  land 
that  subject  only  shall  be  answerable  for 
his  own  fact,  and  suffer  such  punidiment 
as  is  inflicted  by  law,  and  according  to  the 
prescriptions  of  the  law  of  nations.  18. 
But  if  (which  God  forbid)  the  disputes 
which  are  composed  should,  at  any  time, 
be  renewed  between  their  said  royal  Ma- 
jesties, and  break  out  into  open  war,  the 
ships,  merchandize  and  goods,  bbth  move- 
able and  immoveable,  of  the  subjects  on 
both  sides,  which  shall  be  found  to  be,  and 
remain  in  the  ports  and  dominions  of  the 
adverse  party,  shall  not  be  confii^ciU«d,  or 
suffer  any  damage ;  but  the  spribe  of  six 
months,  on  the  one  part  and  the  ot&er; 
shall  be  granted  to  the  said  subjects  of  eJbh 
of  their  said  royal  Majesties,  in  order  to 
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their  adlisg  ^e  aforewid  things,  or  any 
other  their  ettscti^  or  carryinff  awq^  end 
transporting  the  same  from  thence^  whi- 
yiersoever  thej  pleaee,  without  any  mokft* 
tatioD.'* 

I  believe.  Sir,  the  words  of  these  two 
articles  need  no  commentary,  thej  being 
so  fuU  and  express  in  themseWes,  and  their 
meaning  so  directly  contrary  to  the  tenour 
of  the  present  BilL  While  war  is  vet  not 
declaied,  and  before  the  court  of  Spain 
has  arowedly  refused  to  do  us  justice,  the 
injuries  and  violences  complained  of,  are 
the  crimes  of  private  persons ;  not  hostili- 
ties, but  piracies ;  and  so  I  shall  stile  them, 
till  a  refusal  ofjustice  makes  them  the  acta* 
of  the  state.  There  are  several  instances. 
Sir,  and  some  mentioned  in  the  petition  to 
this  House,  wherein  our  injured  merchants 
have  been  fiivourably  hewrd  by  the  court 
of  Spain.  If  her  intentions  to  grant  them 
relief  were  frustrated  by  the  villamy  of 
her  governors  in  America,  that  is  no  more 
than  I  believe  hiqppens  every  day,  in  rela- 
tion to  other  courts,  where  their  dominions 
are  so  remote.  Therefore,  Sir,  until  we 
^  hear  the  answer  of  the  court  of  Spain  to 
our  late  instances,  we  can  never  affirm 
that  the  crown  of  Spain  has,  by  any  pdblic 
act,  authorized  the  depredations  com- 
plained o£ 

The  hon.  gentleman  has  been  pleased  to 
omit  taking  notice  of  another  material  ob« 
jection  to  this  Bill :  this.  Sir,  regards  the 
obligatioDS  that  our  crown  is  under,  not 
to  consent  to  any  future  alienations  of  any 
part  of  the  Spanish  dominions  in  America ; 
thoufth  he  might  have  found  the  words  by 
whi^  this  is  expressly  stipulated  in  one  of 
the  articles  which  he  himself  was  pleased 
to  quote.  It  is  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
dghth  article  of  the  said  treaty,  where  we 
flseet  with  this  cUuse;  **  I^Mt  the  Spanish 
dominions  in  America  may  be  preserved 
whole  and  enture,  the  queen  of  Great  Bri- 
tain engages,  that  she  will  endeavour  and 
give  assistance  to  the  Spaniards,  that  the 
ancient  limits  of  their  domini<ms  in  Ame- 
nca  be  restored  and  settled  as  th^  stood 
in  the  time  of  king  Charles  2,  isi  Spain,  if 
it  shall  appear  that  they  have,  m  any  man- 
ner, or  under  any  pretence,  been  broken 
into  and  lessened  m  any  part,  since  the 
death  of  the  king  sfovesaid.'^ 

This,  Sir,  was  a  point  (mT  so  great  conse- 
quence, that  the  first  article  of  the  said 
trea^  oenfirms  it  in  terms  still  more  fiill 
and  express ;  ^  Since  his  ixml  Muesty  of 
Spain  IS  stedfrstly  iesolvd[  and  doea  so- 
lemnly promise  by  these  presonts,  that  he 


[88* 

will  not  censent  ta  any  fnrAer  aiiemtkm 
of  countries,  provinces  or  lands,  of  a&y 
sort^  or  wherever  situate,  belonging  u 
Spain,  her  royal  Majesty  of  Great  Britain 
does  likewise  redprocaUy  premise,  that 
she  win  provide  that  no  further  part  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy  be  torn  from  it."  Aiter 
such  a  stipulation  as  this,  what  can  our 
passing  the  present  Bill  be  termed,  but  a 
manifest  violation  of  the  public  fiiith  ?  but 
because  arguments  founded  upon  interest 
are  too  often  of  greater  weight  than  thoie 
drawn  from  mere  speculative  justice,  I 
sliall  beff  leave  to  offer  my  opinion  of  the 
effect  which  such  a  procedure  would  bare 
upon  that  commerce,  for  the  preserratioo 
or  which  these  measures  are  propoaed. 

I  have;  Sir, man^  times  heard  it  aaserted, 
that  we  are  losers  in  eveiy  branch  of  trade, 
exoqpt  to  our  plantations,  and  to  Portu- 
gal :  if  this  is  true,  let  us  not,  without  the 
utmost  caution,  give  way  to  counsels  that 
may  injure  these  two  only  valuable  brandtf* 
of  our  commerce.  I  l>eiieve.  Sir,  it  wiO 
easily  be  granted  me  that  the  Spsnisrdt 
are  superior  to  us  in  the  American  seas 
Their  ships  are  indeed  very  much  inferior 
to  our  men  of  war,  yet  such  as  our  tradinc 
vessels  cannot  resist:  these  ships,  tk  va.4 
ext^t  of  their  coasts,  and  commodiou'- 
ness  of  their  harbours,  ^vc  them  an  op- 
portunity of  equipping  in  auch  numbers, 
that  the  men  of  war  which  we  shall  be 
wilting  to  dispatch  thither,  will  notbeabk 
to  protect  above  a  fifth  part  of  our  mer- 
chants. Nor  is  this  the  only  or  the  grestei^ 
danger,  to  which  our  cotumerce  will  be 
exposed*  Hie  open  efforts  of  Spsis  ouj 
be  guarded  against  and  defeated,  but  the 
silent  encroachments  of  Franco  we  sball 
not  have  leisure  t»  observe,  nor  opportu- 
nity to  prevent ;  the  first  will  oesse  wiiii 
the  war,  but  the  other  wiU  still  remain  to 
upbraid  us  with  our  rashness  and  impru- 
dence* 

As  to  the  hopes,  wliich  the  hon.  gentle- 
man seems  to  entertain,  that  France  vill 
interpose  in  our  favour,  I  cannot  but  think 
them  perfectly  chimerical.  France  h4S 
rarely  sacrificed  her  interest  to  her  gene- 
rosity, or  assisted  her  neighbours  to  her 
own  prejudice.  What  proq>ect  of  adran- 
tage  can  induce  her  to  represent  the  justice 
of  our  cause  to  the  king  of  Spain?  Will 
not  she  grow  rich  by  our  differences  \  ▼ill 
she  not  extend  her  commerce  undisturbed, 
and  enlarge  her  power  without  oppositiou? 
Her  power  in  America  is  alr^y  im^ 
ble,  and  her  colonies  flouridiiag.  SbaU 
we  not  hy  a  war  increase  that  power,  ana 
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«M  nev  ilrflMtfi  to  our  ancietti  Ui4  na- 
tural enemy  f  Nor  will  France  poz^Sne  her 
acquttitMiiii  to  Um  West  Jiidies,  but  make 
the  Mme,  if  not  greats  advaneea  ia  £ur 
npe;  the  trade  to  Spain,  a  trade,  jBwre 
€oiuidenble  and  ^aia&l  than  is  eoBWMmiy 
iBiaguied,  will  fall  at  once  int^her  hands. 
She  will  then  fiasf  at  Povteg^;  and  hew 
easily  she  may  iannutfte  henetf  into  that 
trader  will  impear  from^  the  have  inapeotMm 
ofamapof  Eis'ope.  Let  it  be  remembered 
that  the  Mft  will  be  open  to  her  ▼ewels^ 
while  om  mercbanbta  wiU  net  da«e  sail 
without  a  eenvoy ;  let  it  be  eonsideied 
haw  easily  S^a  aaay  station  her  jSeet  at 
the  very  mooCh  of  the  Tagus,  and  the 
daagen  of  a  war  wili  be?  eaiBily  compre- 

I  shall  beg  leave,  Sir,  only  to  offer  me 
verd  in  naoa'pr  to  what  the  gentleman  ad- 
vanced, with  r^ard  to  the  royal  jpreso^ 
tive  of  maldag  j^eace  or  war ;  andf  indeed. 
Sir,  his  inakiiiation  is  so  directly  contrary 
to  the  known  maxims  of  our  goveramenti 
that  ia  some  measure  it  carries  its  own  an^ 
9V&S  aloi^  with  it :  g^tlemen  need  only 
iooic  into  the  Address  we  have  pvesented 
to  bis  Mi^eaty ,  to  be  eonvkiced  what  the 
•enie  of  ifae  Houee  is  on  this  head^  and 
how  eeasisleQt  it  would  be  in  us,  afteveucfa 
as  address,  to  pretend  to  wtest  thatfMro- 
g^tife  out  of  hie  bands. 

The  adiroeatee  for  the  Bill  have  ad- 
vaoGsd  ene  assertion  ia  defence  of  it, 
which,  k^  mj  opkuon,  deservee  j^o^ticnlar 
Botice*  Thie  Bill,  how  threatenmg;  atf  as^ 
psct  seeves  it  asi^  befv,  hewe^r  it  may 
■well  witb  tb«  twmendous  soundsof  hea(£- 
noaey,  eeaquest^  andappro|^ri£^tion,  is^  it 
Meag^  only  int^ided  to  peocufe  a- lasting 
^  a  speedy  peace.  These  thr^itSy  it 
leeniB,  are  only  to  be  thundered  in  the 
%snof  Soain^  the  congests  are  onl^  to  be 
talked  of,  and  the  knd  we  mark  out  lor 
yttpetoai  aaltlements  is  newer  to  be  in-* 
vaded.  Are  not  these  the  sBliriste,  wlie 
hire  exhausted  their  eloqueAee,andiaded 
their  imdynations,  to  ridicule  rauitaay 
■hows,  and  mock  eiqpeditions  ? 

But,  aet  to  £^  way  to  personal  reflec«> 
otoD  00  this  important  question,,  how  can 
ve  ^oim  the  event  of  this*  bold  experip 
msati!  ^ave  they^any  assuMnce  that  the 
Spaniards,  so  elevated  as  they  represent 
them  with  our  cowardice,  so  danng,  so 
luu^ty,  and  so  insolent^  will  lose  their 
>pints^  lower  their  crests,  quake  with  ter- 
ror,, and  sink  into  despair,  at  the  resolu- 
tioa  of  this  Houas  I  That  they  will  kn- 
"ifi^iately  beg  fiw  aen^  aa  8lNiB<  a^  W9  U» 
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oar  hands  upon  our  swords,  without  daruf 
to  hoki  out  tin  they  are  drawn  \  Wil 
Biere'  wOrds  and  empty  soua^  restore 
that  reputation  which  has  been  so  long  lost, 
and  so  pathetically  lamented?  Is  there  any 
tnagic  m  an  act  of  Parliaflient,  that  givep 
it  power  to  freeze  the  bloody  and  slacken 
the  nerves;  to  disarm  squadrons  aifd 
scatter  fleets?  Their  reasonings  seem 
to  be  founded  in  the  fidl  c^ifldcmce 
of  efifects  like  these.  For  they  have 
not  voudisafed  to  give  ua  the  least  infonon^ 
tion  how  the  expences  of  a  war  with  a 
powerful  nation  may  be  supported ;  while 
they  have  justified  measures  of  which;  to  • 
vulgar  capacities,  war  appears  the  inev»« 
table  consequence.  The  tenour  of  their 
reasoning  is  indeed  not  very  uniform:  they 
talk  at  one  time  di  nothing  but  procuring  a 
salb  and  honoivable  peace;  ataBotbeF,thejr 
se^ato  suspect  ^at  the  Bill^  may  paoduee 
.open  hostiuties,  and  please  dfieniselv«a 
with  transferring  to  the  people  a  braaeh  of 
his  Majfssty's  prerogative,^  and  giwingthei^ 
an  opportunity  of  cfeckring  waf  for  thaitt- 
selves.  They  assert,  that  the  people  are 
unanimous  in  their  ardour  for  vengeance^ 
and  propose  an  in&llible  experiment,  to 
prove  t^  unaoimity.  Suppose  the  de« 
aiie  as  general  as  is  paetendedy  are  all 
desiMS  proper  to  begratiffed?  lean  ii^ 
flamed  populace  to  give  laws  to  the  le^^ 
latuve  ?  The  paoplt,  I  isym^  in.imitation 
of  some  of  tneir  betaeie,  have  divkied 
priaes,  oounted  on  head-money  and*  ean^ 
totted  out'the  pcovinoes  of  AaeriGa»  CettK 
^uesty  triumph,  and  possession,  are  pleaa^ 
ineaounds^  and  victofy  and  war  ai^  now 
viugarly  taken  for  terma  of  the  same  si|^ 
nification.  But  experiments  ate  belt  eon-' 
foted  by  expetimeats^  and  theftfore  I  shaQ 
take  the  libertjF  of  pM^esing  ^  method  by 
which  the  incbnations  of  our  eountrymeA 
n^y  be  discovered.  I^et-  anj^  g^ntlemait 
of  diis  House  walfe  through  the  stveets  of 
London,  and  ask.  evevy  man  he  meeta^ 
Aether  he  is  willing  to-iMMite  His  estpettoaif^ 
orto  pay  aareater  taxes  then  ho  ooea^  at 
present..  1  believe  I  need  not  say -what 
answer  he  will  receive,  orhowwondeiM 
an  imanimity  he  will  find  in  ali-  npes^ 
ranks,  and  parties.  He  will  see  the  amloiip 
raised  by  the  talk  of  depredations,  injuries^ 
conquests,  and  vengeanoe,  veryseHlihty 
abated  by  the  mention  of  tftxosb  The  ato^ 
of  captain  Jenkins*  m&  then  be  told  ui 
vain,  andthou^  it  has  beeki  affiraied  tfiaff 
it  will  raise  us  vohinte^rS|  it  will  l«is9|  % 
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fiear,  but  little  numev.  Upon  the  whole, 
I  bcdieve,  most  gentlemen  that  attentively ' 
reflect  on  all  the  consequences  of  passing 
this  Billy  will  find  the  disadvantages  out- 
weigh the  benefits,  and  with  me  deter- 
mine in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Pidteneif.  Sir,  after  all  that  gen- 
tlemen have  said  against'this  Bill,  I  must 
insist  upon  it  that  the  most  material  part 
of  my  Argument  for  the  Bill  has  hot  be6n 
so  much  as  touched  upon  by  them  ;  and 
that  is  with  reeard  to  the  trade  carried  on 
by  France  in  tne  Spanish  Galleons,  which 
is  a  notorious  breach  of  all  treaties. 

The  question  being  put,  on  a  division 
the  Bill  was  thrown  out.  Noes,  106, 
Yeas  75. 

Mr,  Speaker  OnsUm^s  Speech  to  the 
King  on  presenting  the  Money  Bills,^ 
May  80.  jThe  King  came  to  tne  'House 
of  Peers  for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end 
to  the  session.  The  Commons  being  sent 
for,  they  appeared.  On  presenting  the 
Bills  for  the  royal  assent, 

Mr.  Speaker  Onslou)  addressed  his  Ma- 
jesty as  follows  :* 

**  Most  Gracious  Sovereign  ; 
**  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
-subjects,  the  Commons  ai  Great  Britain  in 
•Parliament  assembled,  attend  your  Majesty 
with  several  Bills ;  and  with  one  amongst  the 
rest  for  your  roval  assent  concerning  the 
•Supplies  mnted  for  the  public  service  of 
the  year,  allowing  3,750,0002.  for  the  main- 
tenance of  your  fleets,'  armies,  and  dis- 
charging a  million  of  the  National  Debt, 
and  other  purposes. 

*  ^  Your  Commons  at  first  made  provi- 
sion but  for  10,000  seamen,  they  being 
sufficient  fbr  the  common  service;  but 
having  since  beeii  called  on,  by  the  suffer- 
ings and  griev^ces  of  your  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, to  str^bgthen  your  hands,  to  defend 
your  rieht^,  and  do  them  justice  a^nst 
ihe  lawkss  power  of  the  Spanish  nation  in 
the  seas  of  America ;  where  your  Majes^'s 
subjects  have,  by  nature,  and  unrestrained 
by  compact,  an  equal  right  withtheia»  and 
are  not  to  be  subject  to  any  obstructioD' 
«r  molestation  whatsoever  in  dieir  passage 
4yver  those  free  and  open  seas ;  they  have 
readily  granted  your  Majesty  10,000  more. 
To  siufer  the  Spaniards  to  rummage  our 

.  ships,  is  to  cive  them  a  right  to  the  So- 

Tereignty  of  those  Seas,  as  it  was  always 

.  deemed  by  Great  Britain ;  and  was  never 

*  '        '  "    '  ■       ■  i  i.  I » ^  I ■■■  ■  -.— w  ,  I 
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allowed  by  any  of  your  Ma|es^s  prede- 
cessors. 

**  These  Depredations  deserved  tbe 
consideration  of  your  Commons ;  and  these 
outrages  (if  continued)  will  deserve  yov 
resentment  To  their  ohmder  they  hare 
added  insults ;  and  to  tiieir  insults,  crael- 
ties:  insults  the  more  sensibly  fi^t,  as  ther 
come  firom  a  people  whose  power  we  al- 
ways deemed  inferior;  andwnose^rength 
we  ever  subdued  when  tried.  With  these 
sentiments  your  Commons  applied  to  the 
Father  of  their  Country  for  redress;  and 
received  such  an  Answer  as  the  Father  of 
their  Country  should  give;  for  which  jour 
faithful  Commons  make  their  grateful  and 
dutiful  acknowledgments.  Thdr  i^lica^ 
tion  on  this  occasion  was  on  behalf  of  their 
trade,  which  is  the  life  and  spirit  of  thii 
nation;  resting  persuaded,  that  by  your 
interposition,  you  will  be  able  to  obtain 
justice  for  past  injuries,  as  well  as  iiiture 
security  otyom  trading  subjects,  for  tbe 
sake  0?  the  digni^  of  your  Mqesty's  Im- 
perial Crown,  and  the  honour  of  the  Bri- 
tish nation  ;  which  they  are  senile  never 
were,  nor  ever  can  be,  more  secure  tfaao 
underyour  Majesty's  royal  protection. 

«  Smce  your  Majesty's  paternal  cut 
has  preserved  this  nation  under  many  diS- 
culues  from  die  calamities  of  war,  and 
every  good  man  hopes  you  will  be  able  t« 
accomplisli  the  great  work  before  pa 
without  it ;  yet  if  the  lot  be  so,  that  no  sa- 
tisfaction for  our  losses  and  sufEerings  caa 
be  had,  nor  security  for  the  future,  nor  the 
credit  of  the  British  nation  supported  bat 
by  force  of  arms ;  there  is  not  one  man  is 
the  nation  whose  heart  and  hands  vouM 
not  be  willing  to  simport  your  Majestj 
therein,  as  your  fiuthfut.  Commons  are  wil- 
ling and  ready  to  do. 

**  To  these  necessary  ends,  they  denr^ 
your  Majesty's  royal  acceptation  of  the 
si:^lies  which  they  have  granted  for  Uiat 
purpose ;  which,  with  several  other  Bills, 
Sir,  upon  the  table,  are  ready  for  tiie 
royal  assent,  and  are  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public ;  particularly  that  which  restrain 
the  privilege  of  Pftriiament ;  a  work  begun 
.before,  but  now  complete ;  and  which  ^ 
put  an  end  to  a  practice  that  tended  ta 
the  reproach  ana  dishonour  of  FkHift- 
ment" 

The  Kin^s  Speech  at  the  Chse  of^ 
Session.*']     His  Majesty  having  given  is 


*  «<  The  atteation  of  the  public  wm  «  to- 
tally engrossed  by  tbe  great  question  bo^*^ 
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■nt  to  the  said  BSb,  made  tiiefollowiiig 
jpeech  to  both  Houses : 

<*  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 
M  It  is  with  great  mtisfactioQ  I  obsenre, 
Mt  the  temper  and  moderaliony  which  I 
icomniended  to  you  at  the  opening  of 

eaod  Enffland,  ihat  Ttrv  little  was  paid  to 
affidrs,  tEoogh  ftomeot  tbein  were  of  im- 
plaiiee»  wbicb  Iwppeiied  ia  the  course  of  this 
MOD.  Two  miilioiit  were  granted  to  his 
ttesty,  for  the  serfice.of  tbecorrentyesr, 
■  for  pavioR'  ta  the  goreraor  and  company 
p«  banK  of  Enffland  one  million  forredeem- 
I  an  anaoity  of  40,000/.  payable  to.  them. 
Itdier  act  of  great  importance,' both  for  its 
IreDiency  and  dignity,  passed  this  session. 
IMS,  Ibr 'building  a  bridge  across  the  rirer 
lames,  from  the  Woolstaple,  Westminster, 
tthe  opnosite  shore  in  Surt^r ;  which  after- 
Udqs  difficulties  has  been  since  executed, 
^y  to  the  honour  of  the  commissioners. 
Be  farther  regulations  were  likewise  made 
b  relation  to  the  drinking  spirituous  liquors ; 
[those  already  made  being  found  ineffectual, 
Lliariog  been  productive  of  many  peijuries, 
awer  had  bera  granted  to  retail  spirituous 
MB  with  Koenoes.  But  this  had  rather  in- 
saed  than  dhuinished  the  disoi!der  ooroplain- 
I  sf ;  and  an  act  passed  this  session,  by  which 
p,  OGca^ers  of  nouses  in  which  spirituous 
km  were  illegally  spld,  were  made  liable  to 
poalty.''    Tindal. 

^  The  remainder  of  the  year  was  passed  in 
hmpts  laadjust  the  dilEsrences  between  Spain 
dEnglaad. 

i**TlMre  nerer  was  any  negotiation  which 
tWQeaced  with  mow  unfavourable  appear- 
ipn,  and  was  attended  with  greater  difficult 
^  Hicse  di£Bculties  principally  arese  from 
•  pooctilious  and  inflexible  spirit  of  the  Sua- 
ifc  cMut,  the  high  expectations  of  the  English 
l&Hi,  the  discoraaut  resolutioBS  of  the  I^rds 
li  Commons,  and  the  disputes  between  the 
sira  of  Spain  and  the  South  Sea  Company. 
'^Tbs  first  difficulty  arose  from  the  Spanish 
ant,  tremblingly  ahve  to  all  discussions  on 
ASi  which  related  to  their  American  poraes- 
aN,  for  although  Philip  appeared  well  inclined 
iivefiill  satisfaction  for  past  depredations,  and 
liecurity  for  freedom  of  narigation,  which  did 
It  promote  the  illicit  commerce,  carried  on 
Hb  bis  sabjects  in  America,  or  which  did  not 
ifnn^  on  his  sovereignty  s  ^et  he  could  not 
I  prersiled  on  to  grant  any  speciflc  propesi- 
■I  ibr  not  tearcJung  ships,  either  in  the 
^  seal,  or  hovering  on  their  coasts,  under 
1^  pretence  of  trading  to  and  from  the  British 
laiitations. 

**  The  difEcnhy  of  managing  so  capricious  a 
airt,  was  increased  by  the  high  expectations 
ftfae  Eoglish  nation.  The  people,  fired  with 
MfaonaMn^  and  inflamed  by  exaggerated  ac- 
asitt  of  Bnmih  Depredations,  wildly  and  im- 
Rmly  damoared  for  radreas.    They  laid 


this  Session,  have  been  so  well  pfeserved ' 
through  the  general  course  of  yoar  pro* . 
ceedings ;  and  that  from  a  due  regara  to 
me,  and  my  honour,  you  hare  avoided  all 
minecessary  occasions  of  heats,  and  ani- 
mosities, and  made  the  interest  of  your 


their  demands  of  reparation  at  a  verv  high 
rate ;  they  required  ample  satisfactioB  for  paat 
injuries,  and  full  security  against  ftiture  depre- 
dations, which  security  was  made  to  ooosist  in 
an  explicit  renunciation  of  the  right  of  searcA- 
tn^  fhips,  in  all  places  except  the  Spanish 
ports  and  seas. 

«  Walj^ole,  well  aware  of  the  inflexihihty  of. 
the  Spanish  court  on  this  delicate  question, 
had  contrived  to  word  tl»e  resolutions,  which, 
passed  the  Commons,  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
omit  the  mentioir  of  the  word  Search.    He  had 
avoided,   with    sreat  prudeace,   all   specifle 
claims,  and  confined  the  expressions  of  the 
House  to  general  topics.    But  this  desian  had 
been  frustrated  by  the  Resolutions  of  the  Lards, . 
which  reduced  the  Question  to  a  specific  pro- 
position, and  positiTely  declared  the  illegality 
of  learcAtf^  English  vessds  on  the  open  seas, 
and  trading  to  and  from  the  difierent  parts  of 
the  British  domhiions.  .  These  discordant  Re- 
solutions natorallv  produced   numerous  em- 
barrassments, and  would  hare  oceasioned  in* . 
superable  obi^ctions,  had  not  the  minister  re-  • 
solved  to  adhere  to  the  decision  of  the  Com- 
mons. 
.  '*  But  the  negotiation  encountered  the  great- 
est difficulty  from  the  disputes  of  the  crown  of 
Spain  with  the  Sooth  Sea  Company,    fiefbre 
the   Assiento .  treaty,  a  vety   advantageous, 
though  contreband  trede,  was  carried  on  from 
Jamaica  to  the  Spanish  colonies.    The  Spanish .' 
governors  connived  at  the  introduction  of  no* 
ffrocs,  and  the  importation  of  English  mann-. 
factures.    The  profit  of  this  traffic  was  certain  i 
apd  expeditious,  and  was  still  greater,  because 
it  was  not  attended  with  the  payment  of  any 
duties  to  the  king  of  Spain,  or  other  ineum- . 
brances. 

•<  But  this  branch  of  traffic  was  evidently  di- 
minished by  the  Assiento  treaty.  It  thed  be- 
came the  interest  of  Spain,  for  the  sake  of  the. 
duties,  as  well  as  of  the  Sooth  Sea  Companv, 
who  wished  to  monopolise  the  trade  to  the 
Spanish  West  Indies,  to  stop  this  commercial' 
intercourse,  and  many  remonstrances  were 
made  for  thi^t  purpose  to  government,  as  well 
as  to  the  Spanish  court,  by  the  directors,  who 
considered  all  British  subjects,  trading  to  the 
Spanish  settlements,  as  interlopers  upon  their « 
prorince.  Hence  disputes  frequently  arose 
between  the  South  Sea  Company,  and  the  tra-  * 
dere  of  Jamaica ;  and  the.  directors,  by  tbaic 
remonstreaces,  often  occasioned  the  seiaura 
and  confiscation  of  vessels  which  were  takeq^  in  • 
the  act  of  carrying  on  an  illicit  trade,  or  with , 
ilUJcit  goods  on  bMrd.  The  court  of  Spatn 
made  a  merit  with  the  British  government,  of. 
hariog  endeavoured  to  check  a  commerea. 


Sni  llOBOBaBlL    n^Mbi^$tpmAa4k9amt^ik0 
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*'  QB^mai  •f  die  Houseof  Couhmw  ; 
'  •*  1  retamyeu  ny  Thanks  for  die  8up» 

£  which  jouhttre  so  dwerfuUy  aadl  ef- 
tally  nttiedfortfaeterviceof  theciir- 
whiofi  WW  prejadicMl  to  le  grnl  a  paMie 
OMBpanv ;  at  the  mum timeihe  &ritia|i  tra^m 
mg^a  the  iDMt  fi<4eiit  eomplabts  anioM  tfce 
gw»d*  cortas,  far  naipiiir  then  aeisttm, 
wbicfa  theytermad  iUagalaiid  OBJiMt. 

'« Tl)e  Aflrienla  treaty  stipuktad  Ifee  aay. 
lii«ot  of  eertaiD  dotiei  for  the  inlrodiiolibB  of 
^•eipai,  and  other  artidei  of  trade.  These 
had  beaa  always  paid  to  the  %)aoish  offieera, 
BcoordJnir  to  the  rate  of  eK^ange  betweea 
6teat  Britaifi  and  Spate,  and  reeved  with- 
oateonolaiet.  Betas  Spain  tM  aeterd  ycMtni 
before  this  pensd,  given  eomney  to  another 
meies  of  dollars,  a  claim  was  now  made  of  the 
dllK^reDoe  between  the  two  species  of  ddtars, 
eyer  mace  the  new  regulation,  noder  the  dene- 
miostion  of  arrears.  In  addition  to  this,  ano- 
ther demand  was  made,  lor  the  fourth  of  the 
profits  acquired  bv  the  annual  ship,  which  was 
doe  to  the  kin^  of  (Bpaln.  On  the  other  side, 
the  eompaay  eiained  repafatien  for  the  da- 
mages snstaiood  by  the  seizuie  of  their  eftets 
m  1718  and  1797,  before warJiad  beendeehtsed 
between  England  and  Spain. 

; «'  In  the  midst  of  these  diffietikies,  the  mi- 
Aister  exerted  all  his  influence,  at  home  and 
abroad,  to  setOo  the  differences  ra  a  satisfac- 
tory manner,  or  to  refer  the  setdement  to  the 
decision  of  plenipotentiarieR,  by  which  means 
leither  time  would  be  obtained  to  prerent  the 
commencement  of  hostilities.  A  dooUe  nago- 
^tion  ivas  opened,  between  the  mintsten  and 
peraldino  in  Londto,  and  between  Kaene  and 
la  Quadra  at  Madrid,  wioh  haid  no  immediate 
eominuoieation  with  each  other.  Walpole 
wholly  influenced  the  negotiation  at  Lenifon  | 
pet  he  could  only  raodiiV  that  which  was  carrr- 
ing  on  at  Madrid.         '^  ^ 

'VGemldino  having  delirered  a  message, 
importing  that  his  master  was  inclined  toen. 
ler  into  measures  for  conciliating  past  difl^- 
irsaees,  and  agreeing  upon  a  method  for  pre- 
teoting  them  in  future ;  an  account  wa^  stated 
.2^h«  «lemand8  on  each  side,  which,  after  some 
nmculties,  was  reduced  to  a  balance  of 
U0,000<.  in  fevour  of  England,  and  sent  to 
Mr.  Keenetoberatifled.  But  when  this  agree- 
ment was  transmitted,  the  uonrt  of  Mad^  re- 
fused to  ratify  it,  diHshiring  that  GeraMMne  had 
sarpassed  his  powers. 

««  Foiled  in  this  attempt,  the  minister  modi- 
fied aad  tempered  the  riolent  orders  sent  ftom 
tteduke  of  Newcastle  to  Mr.  Keene,  and  ex- 
mead  him  to  use  every  eflbrt  with  de  la  Qua- 
*a,  and  to  repre^ntthe  necessity  of  adjustinfi: 
the  dtflferences  amicably. .  -    —a 

\1 3?hiapacific  spirit  fortunately  prevailed  m 
ue  aoaasek  of  England ;  and  mte  oonsidera- 
«Mn  was  paid  to  the  honour,  jeaioia^y  aDderea 


dia 


to  answer  an  emergaociM,  which  aiajbe* 
come  neoaaary,  m  vhiiKflatien  of  tlie  ho- 
now  and  kiteretaaf  ngr  eroarm  aad  paople, 
is  a  mat  proof  ofyoor  wod  aad  cencen 
fbrOewmia  and  praaperity  of  the  a^ 


to  the  mejodieea  off 
the  pacifte  effbrls  of  1 


address  and  ability,  and  Aoaily 
dtlatoiiness,  thepnBetilioa»  aad therepogaiaci 
oftheSnenishCeort 

<<  A  ConrcntieB  was  aeeordia^  sstthd  as 
thefoUowhi|rbesis;  «Tbal  withm  azirfcb, 


two  plenipotsqtisries  shoald  mesi  at  Kadnri, 
to  rmlate  the  rsspeetive  pelsuiiisaf  of  tbc 
two  Crowns,  with  relaliea  to  the  trade  iid 
aavigaiioa  in  Ameriea  and  Ennipe,  andtolbe 
liBHta  of  Florida  and  OaioHna,  as  weO  aa  tb 
other  neblts  wbioh  remained  to  be  adjaari, 
aeeerding  to  former  treaties]  That  the  ph- 
idnetentMries  shoald  finish  their  ooafefcsca 
within  eight  months :  that  In  the  mean  tia», 
no  propess  shoald  be  made  in  the  tbftifiM- 
tiens  or  Florida  and  Carolma.  ThathbCt* 
thdic  Majesty  Mioold,  whhio  foor  aaslki 
fromtheteyofexehaalgiagtha  ntifiMliaa» 
pay  to  the  innff  of  Oreas  fetain,  the  sssef 
96,0001. as  a  Maaee  doeto  Oraat  Biiah, 
after  dedaetieB  made  of  the  daaaaadisf  Spw. 
That  this  sasaidioahi  be  employed  for  tbsa- 
tlsfoetioa,  diseharge,  and  payuMat  of  tk* 
claims  of  British  sofaieela  apaii  die  Cfows  of 
Spain.  That  this  reciprocal  diaehaige,  bov* 
ever,  sheuM  not  eHend  or  rskis  ts  the  sc- 
eaunts  aad  dMbveneaa  whieh  aubslsleri  be- 
tween the  Crown  of  Spain  and  the  AMBto 
Company,  nor  lo  any  privale  esnaracta  k- 
Iween  either  of  the  two  Crowaa,  or  tbar  m- 
aisteie,  with  the  sabjeeta  of  the  other;  orbt> 
tweea  the  sobieols  of  each  aatisa 
tively.' 

<<  In  all  his  CoBfoasaesa  with  Mr. 
de  hi  aaadm  had  iasisted,  that  at,eoat  wa 
due  to  his  master  from  the  Soach  8ss  Ooa- 
peay;  and  had  deebiied  thai  the  csavsoliM 
would  not  be  ratifted,  nalesa  ihat  aKiasy  «n 
paid.  Keene  represented,  that  the  iatsima  i^ 
the  Company,  and  those  of  Engkad,  va* 
distinct  oonnderatioas ;  and  that  m  esaf  m- 
tion  was  a  settlement  of  aooeanis  bstwses  dt 
two  Natiops,  the  ether, 


between  tho  kmg  of  Spam  and  the  Osnpuif  • 
He  said,  that  if  it  was  pieviMi  that  m^ 


was  owing,  the  money  should  "be  paid.  iw 
la  Quadra  considered  as  a  aaaitira  pnmiM, 
that  the  68,000/.  should  be  ^mdaisd  Mm 
the  eaeoatioB  of  die  Articles  of  the  CoavssMs. 
Aeoordingly,  at  the  very  memsat  when  tbt 
Convention  was  to  be  raUfied,  the  Spasiali  su- 
nister  delivered  to  Keeae^  a  deehMlion  or  pro- 
test, declaring,  in  due  thna,  that  the  Us;  ^ 
Spain  reserved  to  hianelf  the  right  sf  saipeDd- 
inf  the  Assiento  treaty,  shoald  the  Csv|»i>7 
not  pay  ^rithin  a  short  time  the  «%aaO/.  Cb*r 
the  VaOdtty  and  forae  of  thii  pailMt,  sod  ibH 


j«9ii  «f  bidi  CnmM, 
aadthekwof 


grS]       TIUKin^$Mpmk^Ofmmgth€Smi<m.        A.1kVm. 

tioa;  «Bd  dMril  be  ^nployfid  by  ne  in 
such  a  manner,  as  may  beat  eandnee  t# 
tkott  enda  and  pnrpteca,  for  which  you 
hat  a  10  ledUly  conaenled  to  tkk  eimor- 
diaaiy  expenee. 

•<  My  Loida  and  Gentkeaen  ; 
^  Agfeeably  to  whtA  hath  appeared  to 
be  the  cencufrent  opinion  of  both  Houaea 
ofParliameDt,!  have  given,  ordera  to  re- 
peat, in  the  strongest  and  moat  preaabg 
maimer,  my  inatancea  at  the  Court  of 
Spain,  for  obtaining  aatiafaclion  for  the 
many  injuriea  and  losaes  sustamed  by  my 
trading  subjecU  in  America,  aa  well  aa  an 
•JfectuBl  aecnrity  of  their  righta  for  the 
fiitnie;  and  I  hope,  from  the  joatice  and 
eqoity  of  the  CathoHo  King,  to  pocore 
SQch  aatiafiiction  and  aecurity,  aa  may 
preserve  the  peace,  and  estatliah  a  free 
and  uninterrupted  exercise  of  navigation 
and  commerce,  mutually  between  the  sub- 


%9  odr 


FIFTH  8E88IOK 

OT  TVS 

EIGHTH  PARLIAMEITT 

OF 

GREAT  BRITAIN.     ' 

The  Kiiu^s  Speech  on  Opening  Ae 
Se^/non.y  ftb.  1, 1739.  The  King  came 
to  the  Houae  of  Lorda,  and  opened  the 
Sesaion  with  the  following  Speech  to  both 
Houaea: 


upoo  the  firm  aappeaitioB  that  it  woald  net  1^ 
cmM  an  any  mottwerw  pietezt,  be  was  rrady 
tonga  the  ConveatioD.  Keeae,  seeing  the  ob- 
fionacy  of  the  Spaaiah  Ccnvt,  kaewiiig  the 
nne^of  the  Bntish  ntaislei' la  raeeive  the 
ntlfteBtiaa  halbiv  the  meatioir  ef  ParKamenl, 
and  aware,  that  onleas  he  accepted  the  pieCeat, 
iheaegociatieB  WtouMhe  imdantly  braken  eff, 
ooaiealed  to  reeeive  it,  though  without  adaait- 
tiog  tba  Ibot  it  asaomed,  and  aimnly  to  be 
tnasaittled  10  the  eonaideralion  of  the  Britiah 
cahiaet  Clogged  with  this  obstniotioB,  the 
Coateiition  was  finally  aigaod  at  Madrid,  and 
irtOMMlled  by  a  cooiiar  to  Loadeo,  who  did 
oat  anifa  till  the  16th  of  Janoary. 

*'  The  poMio  miad  waa  agitated  to  a  de^pte 
<if  flesay,  and  their  cxpoMtioBa  to  a  pileli 
which  BO  fooaoaable  eoaotenoB  cooldgratiiy. 
Bcndcs  paaishsaeat  inflicted  on  the  Bpaaiah 
captains,  and  others  who  bad  eoianittod  de- 
predationa,  tbey  required,  that  the  Bpaaiarda 
iboald  sooitivoly  dischum  all  right  t^  sserch 
British  abips  in  the  American  8cm,  aaddiaafow 
their  rifhl  to  Georgui,  and  a  part  of  Saath 
Carobaa ;  that  they  sbooM  pay  340^0001.  as  a 


««  My  Lords  and  Gentlamen, 
«« I  have,  npon  all  oocMona,  dachvad, 
how  aennbi^  I  hav«  been  affM^d  with  the 
many  faardahipa  and  injnriea  suBlained  by 
my  trading  anbjecta  in  America*  I  hm 
the  honour  (^my  crown,  and  the  tma  ha- 
tereat  of  my  people  too  much  at  hearty  to 
see  either  of  them  auifier  any  prajodice  lor 
diminution,  without  puraumg  the  moat 
pnmer  and  adfantageous  metbodalbr  their 
real  aecurity  and  pieaervaiion. 

•<  Theae  oonaiderationa  alone  were  anft- 
cietit  to  incite  me  to  exert  my  utmoat 
power,  in  vindicating  and  protecting  out 
undoubted  righta  and  privdegea  of  naei* 
gation  and  oommeree;  and  nothing  could 
add  to  my  own  aeal  in  ao  just  a  eauae,  but 
the  doe  r^pudlahrays  hafotothepeti- 


fos  the  caploraa  and 
tiMN,  as  diaiAaige  the  balaaoe  of  the  Aeoeimt, 
<bistothe8eath  Boa  Company,  fiM>  the 
eoifiMslsd,  whioh  aaaoantod  loao  leaa  a 
tbaa  a  nilKen  alarling ;  aad  it  waa  aaid,  that 
if  the  nation  should  not  reeehre  aatisflietioB  on 
tbtie  psitiewhws,  no  juatiee  waa  prooored,  and 
as  locanty  ohiahied.  la  the  midst  of  these 
sbnsnfs,  es ery  eye  was  diveeted  to  the  meet- 
isg  of  PaffKmeot,  which  was  to  assemble  on 
fi»  laih  of  Janusfy.  But  tfio  MbNo  were 
dMappaiitad :  on  that  daT  the  Pmamenl  wee 
fcitfaer  psan^ued  aa«3  the  lat  of  Febra^, 
aad  it  waa  known  that  the  difltooky  in  ad- 
jneiagthediepalaa  with  Spam  had  been  the 
OHMS  of  this  prorsgatten.^  Qme'a  Memobe 
flfiirR.lfNlpale. 


and  comphdnta  of  my  n^^cta,  and 
Hie  adnce  of  my  PailiBmenl.  liewiadov 
and  pmdenoe  of  yoor  reaokitioiia,  npoai 
this  great  and  national  ceneem,  delecw 
mmedme.to  begin  with  the  aaoio  modo- 
rate  meaaures,  and  to  try,  onoe  neao, 
what  eflect  and  influence  my  fi4aaidBy  en* 
daaTonra  and  preaainR  inataoees  would 
have  npon  the  court  ce  Spain  towaiia  ob* 
lalning  that  aatiiAielioQ  and  aecnrily, 
wbidi  we  were  entitled  to  demand  aaA 
expect;  and  your  aasoranoee  to  ma^ 
port  me  in  all  events,  enabled  me  to  pro- 
ceed with  proper  weight  and  autbority. 

**  Thua  aufmerted  by  the  eoneurvent  ad- 
vice  of  both  Houaea  of  PteHnmenl,  Host 
no  time  m  making  piepnratiohe  to  do  nqr* 
aetf  aaid  my  people  juatiee^  if  the  cendo^ 
of  the  court  of  Sp&k  had  bad  ua  under 
that  neeeaaity;  and  at  the  aame  tino  t 
did,  in  the  atrongest  manner,  re|>eae  myt 
inatancea  Ibr  obtaimng  audi  jurtico  ant 
reparation  for  tbo  many  injmiea  and  Bawea 
already  auatained,  and  auch  an  effectual 
aedaritf  Ibr  tiie  fbturoi  as  migke  fm 
thoeonaequflneetaranopett  mptm 


875] 


18  GEORGE  IL 


**  It  is  now  a  great  satisfaction  to  me» 
that  I  am  able  to  acquaint  yoa»  that  the. 
measures  I  have  pursu^  have  had  so  good 
an  effect,  that  a  Convention  is  concluded 
and  ratified  between  me  and  the  Idnff  of 
Sjpain ;  whereby,  upon  consideration  liad 
or  the  demands,  on  both  sides,  that  Prince 
hath  obliged  himself  to  make  reparation  to 
m^  subjects  for  their  losses,  by  a  certain 
stipukuled  payment ;  and  plenipotentiaries 
are  therein  named  and  appointed,  for  re* 
gulating^»within  a  limitea  time,  sill  those 
^ievanceslmd  abuses  which  have  hitherto 
mterrupted  our  commerce  and  navigation 
in  the  American  seas,  and  for  settling  all 
matters  in  dispute  in  such  a  manner  as  may, 
for  the  future,  prevent  and  reniove  all  new 
causes  and  pretences  of  complaint,  by  a 
strict  observance  of  our  mutual  treaties, 
and  a  just  regard  to  the  ri^ts  and  privi- 
leges  belonging  to  each  other.  I  will  or- 
der the  Convention,  and  the  Separate  Ar« 
tides,  te^e  laid  before  you. 

*^  Ithkth  been  my  principal  care,  to  make 
use  of  the  confidence  you  reposed  in  me  in 
this  critical  and  doubttiil  conjuncture,  with 
no  other  view  but  the  geperal  and  lasting 
benefit  of  my  kingdoms ;  and,  if  all  the 
ends  which  are  to  be  hoped  for,  even  firom 
successful  arms,  can  be  attained  without 
plunging  the  nation  into  a  war,  it  must  be 
thought,  by  all  reasonable  and  unpreju* 
dicea  persons,  the  most  desirable  event. 

^  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

**  I  have  ordered  the  proper  Estimates 
to  be  prepared,  and  laid  before  you,  for  the 
service  <n  the  current  year.  I  heartily 
wish  that  the  posture  of  affiurs  would  have 
permitted  me  to  retrench  the  public  ex- 
pences,  for  which  I  am  obliged  to  demand 
the  present.  sii4>plies ;  ^nd  J  make  no  doubt 
but  your  experienced  zeal  and  affection  for 
me  and  my  government^  and  the  proper 
concern  you  have  always  shewn  (or  the 
public  good,  will  induce  vou  to  grant  me 
such  supplies  as  you  diall  find  necessary 
for  the  honour  and  security  of  me  and  my 
Idngdoms. 
.   ^  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

<<  I  cannot  but  earnestly  re^^ommend  it  to 
you,  not  to  suffer  any  {Nrejudioes  or  animo- 
sities to  have  a  share  in  your  deliberations 
at  this  important  conjuncture;  which 
seems,  in  a  particular  manner,  to  call  upon 
you  to  unite  in  carrying  on  such  measures 
as  will  be  most  conducive  to  the  true  in- 
terest and  advantage  of  my  people." 

Debate  in  the  Lords  m  the  Address  of 
TkanhJ}    His  Majesty  having  retired. 


Debate  in  the  Lords  [8T6 

The  Duke  of  Portland  stood,  up  and 
spoke  as  follows:* 

My  Lords ;  his  Majesty  has  so  fiiUjr 
informed  your  lordships,  m  thegrscioui 
Speech  he  made  from  the  throne,  of  the 
success  that  has  attended  the  prudent  sod 


•  From  the  MS.  of  Archbishop  Seeker. 
Feb.  1.    King's  Speech. 

Duke  of  Portlaod  and  lord  Hobait  moredfor 
an  Address. 

Gowerm  The  King's  Speeeh  is  the  speech  ol 
the  minister.  PlenipotentiArjes  are  now  appoint- 
ed, because  commissaries  would  have  soonded 
ill.  In  the  treaty  of  Seville  all  former  tmties 
were  confirmed,  ample  restitatioD  siipohted, 
but  the  particolajrs  were  to  be  detenniaed  hj 
commissariea  within  a  year.  Tbey  met;  their 
powers  were  renewed  for  three  years ;  then  tU 
mifljstPTS  took  up  the  matter,  sod  it  bectme  i 
paper  war  between  one  ministry  and  the  other; 
and  in  that  war  they  got  the  better,  but  we 
should  have  got  the  Mtter  in  another.  Oar 
ministers  want  spirit  to  make  war  and  skUl  to 
nnake  peace.  If  we  most  have  a  war  the  sooner 
the  better.  Our  merchants  will  not  venture  io 
this  uncertain  state.  Takontbe  first  paragraph 
and  the  h»t  of  the  motioo,  and  leave  oot  the 
three  intermediate,  which  may  be  eonstrued  a 


Nemeattie.  The  motion  is  drawn  up  with 
unusual  and  unpreoedeoted  cantion  :  no  ap- 
pearance of  appnibation  in  it.  The  treaty  of 
Senile  was  deliyered  in,  the  first  day  of  the 
senwn,  and  withom  a  particolar  ''     '  ~ 

retamed  thank 


of  it  the  House  retamed  thanks.  ThepreKot 
treajky  is  not  delivered  in,  to  avoid  aeenaaff  tt> 
approve  it.  I  never  saw  a  motion  before  this, 
that  could  not  be  constroad  into  some  appro- 
bation, though  it  was  alwaya  declared  it  wai 
not  intended  to  prechide  examinatioB.  The 
mecbes  from  the  throne  are,  and  ever  will  be, 
toe  speechea  of  the  minister. 

Bedford. 

Scarborough.  I  never  saw  an  Address  is 
terms  less  bmdine. 

Chuterfield,  The  custom  of  eohoiaflr  back 
the  words  of  the  Crown  is  not  SO  years  old. 
Reparation  to  our  merchants  ia  said  to  be  pro- 
vided for:  but  what  reparatioo  to  those  who 
did  not  dare  to  fit  out  ships,  or  who  have  been 
mined  by  inauranee :  what  reparatioD  for  tbt 
espenoes  of  the  nation  ?  A  fow  aooh  repaia- 
tiooBwoold  ruin  us.  The  pohit  ofSesrebii 
not  settled.  Plenipotentiares  indeed  are  ap- 
pointed. They  have  a  better  name  thaa  com- 
missaries, with  better  salaries  perfanps,  aad  the 
negooiation  will  not'  be  the  shorter  tor  it.  Bat 
what  are  they  to  do  in  the  next  six  mootfas 
that  they  couid  not  have  done  in  the  last  nz. 
The  thing  referred  to  them  sbouki  have  bees 
just  the  thing  which  is  not,  the  fcparatioa. 
Bot  instead  of  that,  they  are  to  treat  atn/ 
our  treaties.  If  there  beany  aeareh  there  ess 
be  no  trade.    Every  ahip  mast  have 


877] 


OH  ike  A  ddress  of  Thatdks, 


A.  D.  1739. 


'[87» 


pftcific  measures,  which  hare  been  taken 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  since  our  last 
meeting,  that  1  shall  trouble  your  lord- 
ships with  but  a  yery  few  words. — ^The 
modves  that  hare  determined  his  Majes^ 
to  lar  the  foundation  of  an  advantageous 
and  honourable  peace,  rather  than  risk 
the  consequences  of  an  expensive  and  ha- 
zardous war,  will  be  best  understood  by 
taking  a  view  of  the  nature  of  our  differ- 
ences with  Spain,  the  dispositions  of  our 
neighbours,  and  our  own  situation.  Our 
di^rences  with  Spain,  my  Lords,  relate 
entirely  to  trade :  they  are  not  founded  on 
her  aspirins  to  universal  monarchy,  as  in 
the  days  of  queen  Elizabeth ;  they  are  not 
founded  on  the  rights  of  a  doubtiul  sup- 
cession,  as  in  the  days  of  oueen  Anne  ; 
nor  on  the  ambitious  encroacnments  upon 
the  property  and  quiet  of  our  aUies,  as  in 
the  reign  or  his  late  Majesty  king  George 
1.  Were  any  of  these  the  case  betwixt 
U8  and  Spain,  we  could  foil  on  no  way  to 
bring  her  to  reason,  but  by  reducing  the 
power  that  supported  her  ambition.  In 
this,  we  might,  as  formerly,  be  assisted  by 
the  counciu  and  arms  of  powerful  allies, 
and  we  might  have  reason  to  expect  the 
same  success.  But  our  differences  at  pre- 
sent are  founded  entirely  on  affairs  of  com- 

(bio^  aboard  which  the  Spaniards  will  reckon 
prohibited.  Logwood  and  Cocoa  grow  in  Ja- 
naica.  Pieces  of  eight  are  the  current  coin  of 
our  colonies.  The  best  way  to  have  this  Con- 
vention approved  would  be  to  approve  it  without 
copsidering  it  No  one  thing  which  the  king 
■aid  was  done  by  the  treaU  of  Seville  was  ac- 
tually dooe  in  six  years  after ;  nay,  is  dooe  yet 
Were  it  oo  an  occasion  of  less  consequence 
iDch  an  Address  might  be  connived  at 

Cholmondeiey. 

Ofuhm. 

Ctrtem.  It  will  be  interpreted  without 
doore  as  an  approbation,  and  that  will  cast  a 
^p.  What  minisler  shall  presume  to  treat 
npoQ  a  matter  determined  by  so  many  treaties. 
It  will  be  dismembering  you :  and  the  people  of 
£ogbud  will  not  be  dismembered  bat  by  the 
■word.  Are  plenipotentiaries  to  determine 
whether  we  shall  go  to  our  own  colonies  safe 
^  return  safe?  The  Cardinal  would  not 
*<iftr  a  minister  to  come  into  the  tenth  aoti- 
<^aiBber  that  sbouM  talk  of  seardiing  Freooh 
■hips.  Ask  all  the  young  nobility  that  have 
^veQed:  have  not  they  observed  that  the 
lifWHir  of  the  Bnglish  nation  hath  sufiered 
*l>rotd.  The  Court  of  Spain  think  you  dare 
oottttsck  them.  Shew  them  that  you  dare, 
«M*  all  is  over. 

k&^'  ^^  ^^  ^^*  'P^^  Against  the 
««di«n  have  smken  affainst  things  approved 
byPwiam«ot,orBOtMbredMPariiaiiMDt  If 


merce,  to  which  nothing  can  be  more 
fttal,  nothing  more  destructive  than  a 
I  had  almost  said,  my  Lords,  than  a 
successful  war,  and  nothing  more  benefi- 
cial than  a  safe  and  honourable  peace. 
With  what  gratitude  then  ought  we  to  re-' 
gard  a  prince  distinguished  by  military 
virtue,  who  knows  no  glory  that  is  sepa- 
rate from  the  true  interest  of  his  subjects, 
and  disregards  all  fame,  that  is  not  ac- 
quired by  those  means  that  will  transmit 
his  name  to  posterity,  as  the  Father  of  his 
Country!  llris,  my  Lords,  is  die  title 
which  his  Majesty  has  to  the  acknowledg- 
ments of  this  House  and  Parliament,  and 
to  the  acknowledgments  of  all  the  nation 
on  this  occasion. 

As  to  the  di^osition  of  our  neighbours, 
my  Lords,  I  own  that  I  am  far  fi*om  think- 
ing, that  it  would  be  favourable  to  Great 
Britain,  if  we  had  gone  to  war  before  we 
had  used  our  utmost  efforts  to  obtain 
peace  :  Such  a  conduct  in  our  adminis- 
tration would  have  sounded  an  alarm  to  all 
Europe,  that  Great  Britam  was  resolved 
to  obtain,  by  the  terror  of  her  arms,  what 
she  bad  no  right  to  expect  from  the  sense 
of  her  treaties.  We  might  then  have  seen 
as  formidaUea  confederacy  against  the 
power  of  Great  Britain,  as  we  saw  not 

you  had  treated  first  upon  future  security  and 
had  not  agreed  about  that,  you  wouM  have  lost 
the  reparation.  And  if  the  reparation  be  not 
adequate,  would  it  have  been  reasonable  to 
have  demanded  50  millioas  of  France  at  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht  Think  if  we  were  %»nianls 
how  we  should  understand  things.  If  wo 
olyect  against  a  paper  war,  we  may  also  object 
against  a  paper  peace,  and  what  other  can 
there  be? 

Baihunt,  I  will  move,  that  what  the  com- 
missaries have  done  may  be  laid  before  the 
House.  There  it  will  appear  that  the  Spamards 
have  claimed  the  Soveraignty  of  the  Sea.  And 
I  will  desire  that  the  Memorials  and  Answers 
since  the  hist  Address  may  be  laid  before  the 
House.  Plenipotentiaries  may  do  harm,  which 
commissaries  cannot  We  are  not  to  make 
satisfaction  for  the  ships  taken  from  the 
Spaniards. 

Nemciutle,  We  should  do  nothing  to  slmr 
the  peace  till  it  is  examined.  The  prepossession 
should  be  in  fkvour  of  it.  The  Cardmal  hath 
sn/Teied  ships  to  be  taken  by  the  Spaniards, 
and  bath  never  claimed  them.  The  ^aniards 
have  a  right  by  treaty  to  the  ships  taken  la 
Sicily. 

Argyle,  This  motion  may  be  admitted, 
without  approvng,  and  I  do  not  by  agreeing  to 
it  mean  to  approve  one  syllable  of  the  Con- 
vention. 

I  beKfva  no  Birisioa. 
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mtmf  yean  ago  Mainst  tha  aaabiftioBof 
Fraace;  and  Mt  tbe  aame  tima  we  muat 
have  Wen  left  without  one  ally,  or  one 
oonfederate ;  hafipy  if  we  coiild  Prevail 
with  thoae,  who  ara  now  our  best  ftiendc, 
to  remain  aeutraL  The  French,  aoeenl- 
ing  to  the  reptcMntation  of  our  own  awr- 
chaata^  have  ahreadv  cut  ua  out  of  aame 
vfdtti^le  bfaaches  of  Uie  ▲naarican  oom- 
BtercOf  and  watch  but  an  ofiporianity  to 
atrip  ua  of  othen.  Such  an  opportunity, 
my  Loida,  th^  sever  can  have^  while  we 
are  at  peace  with  Spaki :  Bat  a  war  would 
aoonput  an  opportunity  intoher  hand,  by 
diijoBMi^  the  intareatf  c£  the  cvowna  of 
Spain  and  Great  Britaw,  and  grring 
France  the  means  of  injuiinf^  both,  by 
aiding  wkh  either,  aa  she  finds  it  moat  cou- 
dueivo  to  her  own  adsi^antage.  So  that 
whoever  understands  the  interesta  of  Great 
BritMa  aa  a  tradioff  pe<^1e,  and  reflects 
on  Ae  vfst  lead  of  debts  which  the  carry- 
ing o»  even  a  successful  war  has  laid  har 
wy^ft  vmmt  be  fully  convinced  that  scarce 
any  peace  can  be  so  bad,  as,  at  this  junc- 
ture, not  to  be.  pieferable  to  a  waop*  I 
any,  mf  Iiords^  afc  this  juncture,  when 
Gseat  Britain  enjoys  nore  tcade,  more 
poaae^  and  more  {denty,  than  she  was 
-ever  ^nown  to  do,  under  aay  of  his 
Majesty's  predecessors.  To  hazard  all 
these  advantages,  by  wantonly  plunging 
the  nalioB  into  a  destructive  war,  would 
be  to  act  hKODaateaft  with  that  paften«al 
tegavd  which  his  Maiesly  has  at  i^  times 
expresaed  fbr  the  welfere  of  his  subjects ; 
m  short,  my  Lords,  it  would  be  a  measure 
nei^er  becoming  his  Majesty  to  take,  nor 
^gur  lordshkus  to  approve. 

But,  my  Lords,  abstracted  from  consl- 
deffotiana  of  a  domestic  nature,  give  me 
leave  Iftsay,  that  it  must  have  heeBi  highly 
imfiaiitic,  en  aecounA  of  the  disposiliaa  of 
aftiirs  abroad,  «nd  the  unsettM  stale  of 
Europe.  The  same  system  of  power  no 
loQger  prevails  in  Europe,  as  when  the 
dtorious  Qonfederacy  was  formed  to  reduce 
tae  ambition  of  France  ;  the  eoiperor  can- 
not now  send  his  generals  out  at  the  head 
of  thoso  fin*  amiaa.  lihafc>  in  concert  with 
Ml  aet«dw>  noble- a  pact  for  theceasmon 
vigfatref  Eurofye.  Hia  la«e  unoncwsftil 
campaigns  against  l^e  Tnria,  the-  bad 
atate  ot  his  finances,,  and  the  divisions 
which  subsist  amongst  the  princes  of  the 
ciwire,  give  him  evei;y  thuig  to  fear,  if 
Spam  should,  wpan  any  pwEocation  hy 
^r  afiiingufMiQtthea&naiveft  b^fiunisbed 
with  a  pretext  for  calling  in  her  aUiea  tp 
her  assistance.    In  thia  aaae^  my  liOids, 
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we  wAijal  be  so  embarrasaedy  aa  not  ts  I 
have  it  in  {wroower  to  act  wiUi  that  deci- 
sive weigjht,  which  every  good  F.nglishniaB 
wonldwuhtoseeyiftheambitioBofFnttet  ■ 
thoold  pron^  her  to  take  advantage  sf  | 
shepreaentlowciicumataaceHoftba eayiie.  j 

liie  Dutch,  my  Lords,  ape<^  alwa^  ; 
iospixed  with  the  love  of  liberty,  asenav 
no  longer  able  to  send  out  those  ibnaid^ 
hie  navies,  which  once  disputedthe  eaipire 
of  the  seaa  with  Ei^^d  heiadf.  She  is 
BO  longer  able  to  keqp  im  those  troops  chat 
checked  the  progress  of  the  g^reataesof 
Spaia^  aad  reduced  tbe  power  of  France. 
Tney labour  under  avast  load  of  debt, 
whi&  wai»contraeted  by  supp(wtinga  jsEt 
and  necessary  inur,  aM  wve  no  odier 
way  of  KOtrieviog  their  affiuss  hut  by  cid- 
tivating  tha  arts  of  pcaee.  Thas,  m 
Lords,  our  two  hestaaid  most  aatorsl  u* 
lias  are,  namaaoer,  mcapacitated  fisn 
afesdiag  ua  abnost  any  aa<i»«t«ace  in  case 
we  shodd  en^t  mto  a  war^  and  tfwr^ 
Great  Britain  nuat  singly  nustainr  aU  the 
burden,  though  other  nationa  wiay,  per- 
haps, in  the  event,  jreaa  the  profits.  Be- 
sioes  who  can  pietend  to  saa^  to  vsr, 
«  Thua  fiur,  and  no  farther,  shak  thou 
stretch  thy  fury,  heie  shall  thy  beurvii 
be  fixt  ?'  We  are  not  sure,  ny  Lords,  od 
what  element,  and  in  what  manner,  a  v«r 
breaking  out  at  this  piesena  juncture  mtf 
be  maiuged.  It  na(^  be  managed  ia  a 
manner,  n^  Lords,  no  way  to  die  dhao* 
tage  of  Englaod:  in  a  nwmer,  nw  LokK 
that  may  render  her  navy,  her  best  sod 
most  natural  strength,  quite  uaeless  fbr 
the  purposes  that  it  is  designed  to  serve: 
It  maybe  managed,  my  Lords,  in  a  msn- 
ner  tmit  may  cost  Great  Britain  miIIioos« 
where  it  does  not  cost  the  other  contead- 
ine  power  thousands. 

It  has,  BT  Lords,  been  rightly  obsBve<i, 
that  the  advantages  which  Gnnit  Brm 
ac(juireB  on  the  continent  prove,  in  tbe 
event,  only  beneficial  to  her  nei^iboais 
When  we  gain  a  battle  on  the  continent, 
we  gain  it  at  the  eimence  of  our  own  blood 
and  treasureiand  ii  we  makeaconquestvs 
find  it  almost  impracticable  to  pcesaive  i^ 
finr  it^vea  either  a  perpetual  soBrosflf 
anim<Kbities  aad  jealoasiaa  betwixt  as  sad 
our  neighbors,  or  the  expence  of  tnaii^ 
tainittg  it  is  much  greater  man  the  sdrao- 
tage  of  possessing  it.  From  Ais  short 
view,  my  Lords,  of  the  mterasts  of  tha 
nation,  -and  what  may  &rther  occur  to 
youE  iordshios,  I  cannot  doubt  vou  are 
semiUe  of  me  wiadovf^^of  hia  mie^ 
wraMMaB-„  aadk  tfiat  .ptit  paaaasw  hoe 
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pflgeroos  an  dkpedient  it  bad  beetle  '^f  in 
der  to  procure  sads^ction  for  our 
fmig8»  we  had  entered  upon  immediate 
ftkm,  and  put  that  satisfaction  upon  the 
fDt  <^a  doubtful  war,  without  nrst  en- 
ifouring  to  obtain  it  by  a  safe  and  ho- 
linble  peace :  For  these  reasons,  m^ 
pnls,  I  shall  conclude  with  making  this 
pdon  to  your  lordships : 
].  **  That  an  humble  Address  should  be 
(BeDted  by  this  House  to  his  Majesty, 
return  his  Majesty  our  humble  thanics 
r  his  most   gracious  speech  from  the 

k  ^  To  declare,  that,  amongst  the  many 
■vincing  proofe,  which  his  Majesty  has 
KD  of  his  paternal  and  unwearied  care 
frights  of  his  people,  nothing  can  fill 
It  hearts  with  more  grateful  sentiments, 
m  tfiat  sincere  and  aroctionate  concern, 
ich  he  has  so  often  declared,  for  the 
jpy  Ii9rdship8  and  injuries  sustained  by 
Ttcading  subfects  in  America.  That 
i  honour  of  his  Majesty's  crown,  and 
y  true  interest  of  his  people  are,  and 
will  be  inseparable :  and  that  as  his 
ity  has,  on  all  occasions,  demon- 
to  the  world,  that  he  has  both 
r  at  heart,  it  was  impossible  for  us, 
t  to' have  the  firmest  dependence  on  his 
j^  and  vigilance,  for  their  real  security 
p  preservation. 

^  «  To  declare,  thftt  the  gracious  re- 
fi  winch  his  Majesty  is  pleased  to  ex- 
pB,.fOT  the  resolutions  and  advice  of  his 
filament,  is  a  great  instance  of  his  royal 
p^dneas:  and  tnat  though  his  Majesty's 
lutant  desire,  out  of  tenderness  to  his 
liple,  to  avoid  involving  these  kingdoms 
Hiemanifold  inconveniencies  of  war,  mnst 
l^e  inclined  him  to  approve  the.beginning 
1^  more  moderate  measures;  yet  we 
Pver  entertained  the  least  doubt^  but  that 

Pie  greatness  and  fortitude,  which  in- 
his  royal  breast,  would  have  induced 
p  to  exert  his  utmost  power,  in  vindi- 
Hiag  and  protecting  our  undoubted  pri.- 
Itta  of  navigation  and  commerce ;  and 
booing  justice  to  himself  and  his  sub- 
^  if  the  conduct  of  the  court  of  Spain 
M  make  such  measures  necessary. 
4k  «<  To  beg  leave,  on  this  occasion,  to 
far  to  his  Majesty  our  unfeigned  thanks 
rhig  great  goodness  and  copdescension, 
MfcquaiDting  us  from  the  throne,  that  a 
pMwention  was  concluded  and  ratified,  be- 
Mea  his  Majesty  and  the  king  of  Spain, 
^ksreby  reparation  was  agreed  to  be  made 
1^  hii  subjects  for  theur  losses,  by  a  cer- 
un  stipulated  payment;  that  plenipoten- 


tiaries were  appciinted  for  regidating,  with- 
in  a  limited  tune,  all  those  grievances  and 
abuses  which  had  hitherto  interrupted  our 
commerce  and  navigation  in  the  American 
seas ;  and  t^at  his  Majesty  would  order 
the  Convention  and  Separate  Articles  to  be 
laid  before  us. 

5.  **  To  declare,  that  we  should  fall 
short  of  those  warm  impressions  of  grati- 
tude, which  we  feel  in  ourselves,  as  well  as 
be  w;anting  in  our  duty,  if  we  did  not  re* 
turn  his  Majesty  our  most  thankful  ac* 
knowledgments  for  his  royal  care,  in  mak* 
in^  use  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  hupp 
with  no  other  view,  but  the  general  and 
lasting  benefit  of  his  kingdoms.  That  re- 
paration for  past  injuries  and  losses,  and 
effectual  security  for  the  future,  founded 
in  justice,  and  warranted  by  treaties,  had 
been  the  great  views  of  his  Majesty,  and 
his  parliament,  in  that  national  and  im- 
portant a&ir;  and  if  those  purposes  could 
be  attained,  without  plungmg  the  nation 
into  a  war,  it  must  0ve  the  truest  satisfiic* 
tion  to  all  his  faithtul  subjects,  who  could 
not  but  be  as  desirous  to  preserve  the 
peace,  as  they  were  aole  and  read^'  to  de- 
fend and  vinaicate  their  rights,  against  the 
ei)croachments  of  all  aggressors. 

6.  ^*  And  lastly,  to  declare;  that  we  are 
deeply  sensible  how  unbecoming  and  per- 
nicious it  would  be,  at  any  time,  to  suffer 
either  prejudices  or  animosities  to  mix 
themselves  with  parliamentary  delibera- 
tions; and  that  his  Majesty's  gracious  re- 
commendation to  us,  particularly  to  avoid 
them  at  this  important  conjuncture,  can- 
not faii  to  awaken  in  us  a  more  than  ordi- 
nary caution  on  that  head.  That  Great 
Britam  hath  but  one  common  interest, 
consisting  in  the  security  of  his  Majesty's 
person  and  government,  and  the  welfare 
and  happiness  of  his  people;  and  that 
when  his  Majesty  is  pleased  to  exhort  us 
to  unanimity,  it  is  only  calling  upon  us  to 
unite  for  our  own  preservation :  uierefore^ 
to  beseech  his  Majesty,  to  accept  the 
strongest  and  most  alroctionate  assurances, 

K  that  we  will  jealously  and  cheerfullv  con- 
cur in  all  such  measures,  as  shall  be  the 
most  conducive  to  those  great, and  de- 
sirable ends." 

Lord  Hobart  t 

My  Lords ;  thoush  t  have  never  yet 
troubled  your  lordships  with  my  senti- 
ments on  any  public  occasion,  ^ret  I  think 
the  happy  prospect  of  afiairs  siven  us,  ia 
his  Majesty's  speech  from  tibe  throne, 
affords  me  Uie  most  favourable  Ofmottuikity 
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of  thus  pulikdy  expresfflng  my  MsfdClScm : 
widi  hist  Majeftty's  measurefl.  Itiereforey , 
iay  Lords,  1  humbly  second  tiie  motion 
tile  noble  duke  has  made. 

.    Lord  Gotser: 

My  Lords;  though  I  have  tdtl  the  re- 
gard and  (duty  for  his  MajesCy  that  every 
good  subject  ought  to  entertain,  yet  I  own 
3iat  I  cannot  prevail  with  myself  so  &r  as 
to  look  upon  what  we  just  now  heard  de- 
livered from  the  throne,  in  ainy  other  liglit 
than  as  the  dictates  of  a  minister.  As 
Aieh,  my  Lords,  I  must  beg  leave  to  con- 
sider and  famine  it,  and  I  shall  endea- 
vour to  do  it  with  that  freedom  and  can- 
dour, with  which  every  Lord  in  this  House 
ought  to  express  himself  upon  matters  of 
60  eseat  importance  to  the  public. 

Tf  do  tnis^  my  Lords,  wi&  more  per- 
spicuity, tt  is  necessary  ihat  I  should  ire- 
view  some  of  the  transactions  that  p^sed 
last  session  upon  the  subject  in  th&  House. 
This  is  the  more  ph)per  upon  the  present 
occasion,  as  they  seem  to  have  been  either 
forgot,  neglect^,  gr  not  understood  m 
another  place^  Your  lordships  may  re- 
teember  that  last  sessiop,  after  the  mer- 
chants had  Itdly  proved  their  allegations 
'contained  in  tfieir  petition  to  his  Mi^e^ ; 
ty^  your  lordships  came  to  somie  Resolu- ; 
lions;  these  ReBoIutmns,  my  Lords,  I  hope  > 
are  now  very  proper  Ibr  our  consideration,  I 
abd  hope  your  iord8b%Mi  will  aHotv  your 
jAerk  to  read  them  [Here  the  i^erk  read ; 
the  Resolutions,  for  whidi  see  p.  744.] 
'  The  day,  my  Lords,  when  you  came  to 
these  Resolutions,  was  the  most  joyful  day 
I  ever  saw  in  the  course  of  my  line :  1  then 
observed  that  spirit  revive  among  your 
lordships,  which  gives  weight  to  all  ouri 
cduncns,  and  dignitjr  to  all  our  resolu- 
tions; nor,  I  think,  did  any  Lord  object  to 
the  most  material  resolution,  as  it  now 
Stands ;  whidi  is  the  first;  a  Resolution, 
tn^ Lords,  that  is  essential  to  Ae  very; 
being  of  our  trade,  as  trade  is  essential  to 
the  vbry  being  of  liiis  nation.  By  that 
liresolution,  ray  Lords,  we  see  that  your 
lordships  were  of  opinion,  that  a  free  and 
Imintemipted  navigation  to  and  from 
every  place  of  his  Majesty's  dominions, 
was  the  right  of  this  nation;  yo«r  lord- 
diips  were  of  opinion,  that  such  naviga- 
ticto  ought,  upon  no  account  whatsoever, 
to  be  interrupted;  you  likewise  found,  that 
the  ^paniaras  have  interrupted  it  upon 
teany /k^casions,  and  that  all  endeavours  to 
procure  satisfaction  had  been  useless. 
•  Hiese  Resolutions,  my  Lords,  spoke  the 


DitSd^fe  Me  Z.ofi2r 

s«n66  0f  ^iAb  Hocee  imctt 
sioti ;  Mid  tlie  sense  or  tills  Hmist^gifHI 
leave  to  say,  ought  always  to  hm  Ml 
weight;  nay,  in  this  case  oi^ghtiodMI 
nuhe  die  sense  af  those  who  coasakiaia 
ther  place :  at  least,  my  Lords,  aar  IMl 
hitioBs,  while  they  stand  fci  force  upon  i 
Journals,  are  ralea  to  ourselves,  wl  || 
can  approve  or  ^sapprove  of  no 
but  so  fiir  as  that  measure  is  < 
with  them.    Now,  my  Lords,  hssr 
Appear  to  your  lordmips,  thatthrf' 
ettner'been  undd^Bteod  or  ^'egaided  m 
ther  place?   Can,  my  Lords,  any 
the  kingdom  say,  from  the  speech  we 
just  now  heard,  that  one  citae,  one ' 
what  appears  to  have  been  the  sea 
this  House  at  that  time,  has  bm 
fomed  f  does  it  n^  confirm,  my 
Very  general  obsertati^  without  < 
UkAt  we  have  a  ministfy  tvhieh  has  n 
Goutage  to  xAeke  war,  nor  skifl  la 
peaee  ?    we  require  a  positive  ind  aqi 
security  for  oiir  naviglttion;   we  feq( 
ample  satisfaction  for  the  injisiestb^ 
jeets  of  this  kingdom  have  suffered,  ad 
require  sdtia&ction  for  Hie  Wounds  j 
have  been  pven  to  the  honeor  of  Hi 
don.     How  are  thete  jiist 
swered  by  the  imdbter  ?    (for  ftmr  k 
ships  Ml  please  to  dbseeve,  that  I  all  ' 
suppose,  that  die  Speech  #e  ' 
hwd  comes  from  die  mknster. ) 
told,  my  Lords,,  that  a  conventMNiSi 
with  Spain,  that  she  Is  to  pi^'  u»a 
latied  stmi  for  the  mjurieB  ovr  — ^ 
have  received,  imd  that  the 
every  thing  else  Is  left  to  pi 
But  at  the  same  time  we  are 
what  tiiis  convention  is,  ^at  t^ 
sum  is,  nor  what  partidilar 
twixt  d^e  kingdoms,  diese 
have  to  regulate.     Is  all 
tion  to  this  House  i  Is  it  any 
to  this  nation  ?  yet,  my  Lords,  weaiti 
were  called  upon  to  approve  of  this 
of  proceeding :  we  are  caBed  nyoBlSi 
prove  of  measpres  iliijat  have  been 
and  carried  on  with  the  knowledge 

frobation,  I  believe,  of  few  Lms  ii' 
louse :  a  measure  wUch,  dioogli  tf 
greatest  importance  tothe  futore'weU^ 
of  this  nation,  has  been  ratified  at  a  M 
when,  ^^  LcNrds,  he  who  is^  in  viuifM 
pects,  besides  that  of  his  Inryi,  diesBSlff 
person  of  this  kingdom,  hasnoacoMll 
his  Majesty's  person!  when  the  heir s^N 
crown  nas  no  more  share  in  his>lfi|ei9^ 
councils,  than  an]^  Lard  who  sititti  tk 
lowest  Bepcb  in  this  House! 
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I  hsfe  the  hononry  my  Lcnrds,  to  sit  on 
tiie  loiirest  ben^  in  this  House,  and  I  am 
sure  I  iiare  not  -the  honour  to  have  the 
smaUest  shore  in  his  Migesly's  councils; 
yeC,  my  Lordst  that  royai  personage  has  no 
lODreshare  in  thens  than  1  have.  This  I 
hsre  mentioned,  to  shew  your  Icwdships 
Jhoir  eautaew  we  ought  to  l>e  in  giving  the 
smaUest  degree  of  sanction  to  such  mea- 
sores,  and  to  such  councils.  But,  my 
l4f«ds,were  not  this  the  case,  it  is  very 
evident  thi|t  the  cimduct  of  tlie  ministr}^, 
fince  oar  last  nee^ii^  in  this  place,  as  it 
appears  even  from  the  speech  we  have  now 
heard,  makes  it  highly  improper  for  us  to 
sgree  to  tlie  moUon  made  by  the  noble 
mke. 

If  the  snm  stipulated  by  tl^iisCeavention 
is  DO  more  than  what  it  is  generally  given 
out  to  be,  it  bears  no  proportion  to  the  in- 
juries our  merchants  nave  sustained*  If 
the  proceedings  of  the  plen^)gtenMuieB 
are  to  be  on  the  fipot  or  treaties  now  in 
finrce,  I  will  be  IMd  to  say,  qiy  Lords,  that 
no  diTOreooes  am  subsist  betwixt  Spain 
and  us,  but  those  plenipotentiaries  ma^r 
create;  f«r  the  treaties  betwixt  us  Me 
strong,  dear,  and  express,  impossible,  my 
lordis,  to  be  mendea  by  any  su))seqi4ent 
aegociatiott.  So  that,  my  Lords,  thjs  Coq- 
senti^  is  pf  obaUy,  like  other  late  master- 
pieces of  <Mar  negocisaing  policy,  only  ap 
expedient  to  gain  time ;  and  though  we 
csDnot  tdl  whal  its  particuhir  terms  are, 
yet  we  iiiay  ventiire  to  toll  what  they  ave 
not  No  Lord  hmre^  who  ha^  not  seen  thjs 
Convention,  fu  I  own  l,bave  not,  .can  say 
ttat  it  is  such  as  puts  the  future  navigation 
ef  this  kingdom  on  a  pro|>er  foot  to  free 
eiir  merchants  from  aJl  apprehensions  of 
beina  insulted,  preyed  upon,  and  murdered 
by  their  injurious  nei^bouts.  He  camiot 
affirm  thai  the  first,  or  any  stipulation  in 
it,  is  answerable  to  the  first  Kesolotion 
that  this  Hooae  came  to  last  year;  Iraean 
an  exenqitioii  from  all  stop  or  search,  op 
any  account  whatsoevw,  to  those  vessels 
who  are  in  a  lawful  way  itf  trade  upon  the 
open  seas.  Neither  can  he  tell  us,  my 
Lords,  that  the  sum  stipulated  U  adequate 
to  what  our  merdiaotsshafve  snflered  by  the 
Spanish  depredations;  nor  that  an  ample 
^tisfiiction  IS  made  for  the  insults  and  m- 
^|ignities  done  to  his  M«||esty  and  thenar 
tion;  andif  Lords  are  in  the  dork  as  to  all 
these  points,  en  what  elm  diey  Ibimd  their 
approbation  of  the  Address  firopaaed  by 
the  noble  duke? 

Oa  theother  hand,  my  Lords,  any  lord, 


thowh  )ie  baa  not  seen  the  Conventifp, 
yet  u  he  has  hewd  the  ape^  just  now 
delivered  from  the  throne,  may.vei^ture  to 
say  what  this  Convention  is  not.  He  nuiy 
venture  to  sav,  that  it  is  not  a  d^finittxe 
treaty,  whereby  the  riffhta  of*  navigstipn 
and  commerce,  which  tins  House  found  t^ 
nation  was  justly  entitled  to,  ar^  secured 
ajainst  all  fixture  viohitions,  and  put  h^ 

a  the  possibility  of  ever  afterward 
infriqped  in  time  of  peaee.  ]V(y 
if  it  IS  not  such  a  definitive  treatf  , 
if  it  is  not  to  be  attended  with  these  con- 
sequences, your  lordshipa^  advioe,  whi<^ 
was  laid  before  his  Maj^ty  last^ear,  has 
boj^  nesdected,  it  has  been  despised.  Jif 
this  is  toe  case,  my  Lords,  ^  /ua  all  ap- 
pearance it  is,  this  is  not  a  time  for  19^10 
come  to  .the  Resciutiqp  priqpoped  ^ 
the  noble  d^l^  who  nuKle  the  qiq^tio^  > 
this  is  ^  a  time  for  us  to  mfd^  ^nagi- 
piiments  to  the  crown,  which  nmy  ^  ti^e 
more  daqger^us,  as  they  mi)y  niialead  lys 
Majesty  into  the  belief  that  this  ^^leasure 
is  agveeaUe  to  t^e  s^nie  pf  the  pe^e 
in  general,  bcQiose  apeeable  to  the  fmie 
pf  this  House.  Tbis^  I  sa^,  my  Lords, 
would  be  a  fiital  conqpUinent,  it  froi^d  tend 
tp  give  his  Majesty  ^dk  f^voi^rable  i4- 
pressions  of  the  abditiffis  of  his  miiiiitenEi, 
as  again  to  entrust  thep  with  the  manage- 
ment of  these  neat  affiiirs,  upon  which  the 
peace  and  wel^re.' of  this  luagd^po^  d^p^ ; 
tioth  which  have  ali^eady  s^fer^^  ^  gva^y 
in  their  hands.  Such  a  prppaedipg  m^t 
possess  his  Majesty  and  all  tlje  wond, 
with  an  opinipn  that  we  10*0  week,  incon- 
sistent, and  incon8i4enite  in  our  ReKdu* 
Uonsi  by  our  coming  ip  one  sespic^  to 
Resolutions,  and  presentin|(  them  to  hlu^ 
Majesty  as  the  sense  of  t&is  House ;  an^ 
mext  sessmpapproving^measureaip  wKanh 
not  only  no  regard  ^a  been  had  to  th^ 
Resolutions,  but  that  are  absolutely  incon- 
sistent with  them. 

But^  my  Lords,  though  I  ^  entirely 
against  our  inserting,  an^  words  in  our  AJy 
m»f  that  may  give  hi^  Majesty  and  the 
nation  reason  to  thi^k  that  we  (we  saUsSi^l 
with  the  measurea  pursued  since  last  pep- 
Bion,yetIaip  not  at  all  against  apy^^- 
presaions,  however  strongs  that  n^ay  eya- 
deiice  our  xeal  for  his  M^eaty's  servi^, 
and  our  aflfection  to  his  person.  But  thaaat 
ffhre  m^  lea?e  to  say,  are  best  consulted, 
by  giving  h^  M^esty  to  undentan4^  fpopa 
our  silence,  $s  to  that  part  of  the  speibch 
that  concern!  the  Convention,  thai  w6  are 
by  90  means  aatisfied  wjibaaehaBoieaauns  1 
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*  that  we  are  resolred  not  to  be  satisfied 
with  any  thing  less  than  an  ample  and  ex- 

'  press  renunciation  from  Spain,  of  all  her 

'  claims  upon  the  liberty  of  our  navigation, 

of  all  her  cbims  to  any  part  of  our  terri- 

'  tones,  and  of  her  pretences  to  a  sovereignty 

in  the  American  seas. 

I  am  far,  my  Lords,  from  entering  now 
'  upon  any  disquisition  into  the  terras  which 
'  this  Convention  may  contain ;  I  have  al- 
ready professed  myself  eptirely  ignorant  of 
them,  and  I  wish  they  may  prove  in  the 
event  honourable  to'tne  nation.    The  only 
consideration  that  now  lies  before  us  is, 
^  how  far,  by  what  appears  from  the  speech 
we  have  now  heard,  we  have  any  grounds 
whereon  we  can  found  an  approbation  of 
the  measures  taken  by  the  mmistry,  with 

*  regard'  to  Spain,  since  the  last  session. 
'  And  though,  my  Lords,  I  have  given  my 

*  opinion  as  to  that  matter,  yet  I  have  chiefly 

*  confined  my  arguments  to  the  inconsis- 
tency 'which  appears  betwixt  the  resolu- 

'  tions  now  read,  and  our  present  situation 

'  with  Spam,  so  far  as  it  can  be  gathered 

'  from  his  Misjesty's  speech. 

I  shall  now  take  the  liberty  to  trouble 
your  lordships  with  some  other  arguments 
arising  from  other  circumstances.     The 

'  jmrliament,  towards  the  close  of  last  ses- 

*  non,  thou^t  proper  to  strengthen  his  Ma- 
'  jesty's  hands,  by  voting  a  considerable  ad- 
dition to  the  searforces.    In  consequence 

*  cyf  this  resolution,  preparations  were  made, 
the  trade  of  the  nation  was  laid  under  very 

^  great   disadvantages  and  encumbrances. 
And  the*  nation  itself  put  to  the  expence  of  i 
upwards  of  500,000/.    All  this,  my  Lords, 

'  was  cheerfully  borne ;  our  seamen  were 
^lad'of  an  opportunity  to  revenge  their 
injuries,  our  merchants  were  plea^  with 

'  the  prospect  of  repairing  thenr  losses,'  and 
the  nation  in  general  was  fond  of  an  occa- 
aon  to  vindicate  her  honour.  The  least, 
my  Lords,  that  could  have  been  expected 
from  such  mighty  preparation^  from  such 
happy  dispositions,  wias  reparation  of  past, 
and  security  from  future  injuries ;  or  if  we 
fiuled  in  that;  to  have  known  the  worst,  to 
have  fallen  like  men,  with  our  swords  in 
our  hands,  arid'  no  longer  to  have'  conti- 
nued in  diis  political  purgatory  betwixt 
peace  and  war,  which  gives  us  every  thing 
to  feKr,  which  leaves  us  notiiing  to  hope. 
Biit,  my  Lords;  instead  Of  being  put  out  of 
uncertaiBtV,,we  are  put  into  greater  un- 
certmnty  than- ever ;  Doth  by  the  silence 
of  iifis  Miijesty  with  riec^  to  the  terms  of 
this  important  negociation,  and  by  the 
donblfuJ  event  that  laay  attend  the  coun* 
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cils  of  his  ministry.  Thus,  m^  Lords,  in 
efiect,  we  are  certain  of  nothing,  but  of 
our  being  in  a  worse  situation  than  erer; 
though  uncertain  as  to  the  particular  at' 
cumstances  attending  that  sttoatioa.  Wc 
arc  certain  that  the  public  is  500,000^  tiw 
poorer  than  it  was  at  the  end  of  last  ses- 
sion, and  at  the  same  time  has  not  reaped 
one  advantage  from  so  vast  an  expsnoe. 
These,  my'Lords,  I  humUy  cooceive,  ait 
not  very  inviting  consideiatioos  to  induce 
us  to  return  thanks  for  the  speech  fioai 
the  tlirone  in  the  terms  proposed  hj  the 
noble  duke. 

I  shall  trouble  your  lordships  only  with 
a  few  more  observations.  As  aftirs  hare 
been  managed  betwixt  us  and  Spain,  til 
the  war  that  we  have  had  has  been  hat  a 
paper  war ;  and,  my  Lords,  who  has  had 
the  advantage  in  that  war,  is  no  hard  mat- 
ter to  determine.  But,  my  Lords,  had 
the  war  been  managed  with  swords  instead 
of  pens,  and  had  we  spoken  firom  the 
mouths  of  our  cannon  instead  of  our  am- 
bassadors, I  dare  boldly  to  pronounce  die 
advantage  would  have  been  on  the  other 
side.  Not  that  we  are  destitute  of  as  good 
heads  as  they  have  in  Spain ;  but,  mj 
Lords,  it  has  not  been  our^ood  fortune  to 
have  them  employed  in  this  negodatioo. 
We  have  not  yet,  my  Lords,  had  any  rea- 
son to  think  that  the  heads  of  our  minis- 
ters are  equal  to  the  hearts  of  our  peq>ie: 
therefore,  my  Lords,  give  me  leave  to  say, 
we  have  trusted  too  long  to  the  abilities  of 
the  first,  and  too  much  disregarded  the 
sense  of  the  last.  This  consideration,  mr 
Lords,  gives  me  great  room  to  apprehend, 
that  if  we  should  proceed  further  m  the  wsf 
of  negociation,  tne  match  is  by  no  mea&i 
equal ;  we  have  ever  yet  been  losers  at  that 
game,  and  I  think  it  is  now  high  time  for 
us  t6  alter  our  play ;  though  1  doubt,  mj 
Lords,  our  affairs  are  in  such  a  waj,  tbit 
it  k  beyond  the  reach  of  the  ablest  heads 
to  work  out  t>ur  deliverance,  any  other 
way  than  by  a  change  of  measures,  aad 
endeavouring  to  regain  by  war,  what  wt 
have  lost  by  negociation.  For  these  rea- 
sons, my  Lords,  I  am  for  leaving  out  the 
2nd,  3rd,  and  4Ui  Paragrapha. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  : 

My  Lords ;  the  terms  of  the  Address, 
proposed  by  the  noble  lord  who  apoke  m^ 
are  drawn  up  with  such  unprecedented 
caution,  that  it  is  surprising  to  me  that  it 
should  meet  with  any  opposition.  At  the 
same  time,  my  Lor<b,  the  reasons  which 
that  noble  lord  made  uae  of  to  lopport  the 
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Address  he  mored  for,  were  so  strong  and 
00  po«rcrfiil,  that  it  is  equally  surprizing 
that  the  noble  lord  who  spoke  l%^t  should 
not  either  own  his  being  convinced  witli 
their  force,  or  attempt  to  give  them  some 
szuwer.  I  am  sure,  ray  lords,  if  they  could 
have  admitted  of  any  answer,  the  noble 
lord  was  very  capable  of  giving  it ;  and,  I 
believe,  none  of  your  lordships  have  any 
leason  to  doubt  of  his  beinff  willing. 

I  shall,  however,niy  Lords,  endeavour  to 
answer  those  parts  of  the  noble  lord's 
speech  who  apoke  last,  that  are  founded 
on  arguments  drawn  from  what  his  lord- 
ship seems  principally  to  insist  on,  the  in- 
consistency of  our  resolving  on  an  address 
in  the  terms  proposed,  by  the  noble  lord 
who  spoke  first,  with  the  resolutioas  we 
came  to  in  the  last  session.  I  shall  then 
shew  the  coosbtency  of  the  address  pro* 
posed  with  these  resolutions :  and,  lastly, 
endeavour  to  obviate  the  objections  that 
were  rather  hinted  at  than  insisted  on,  by 
my  noble  lord  who  proposed  tlie  amend- 
ment. 

The  resdutioDS,  my  Lords,  that  you 
have  heard  read,  were  the  result  of  a  very 
candid  and  impartial  examination  of  the 
treaties  upon  which  ot^r  rights  of  naviga- 
tion and  commerce  in  America  are  found- 
ed ;  and  through  the  whole  course  of  the 
debates  that  happened  last  session  on  this 
subject,  it  was  always  understood  that  this 
House  reposed  a  full  confidence  in  his  Ma^ 
jesty ;  that  the  confirmation  of  these  rights 
by  Spain  was  to  be  the  ground-work  of  all 
our  tature,  as,  give  me  leave  to  say,  thev 
had  been  of  our  past  ne^ociations  with 
tbat  court.  At  the  same  time,  my  Lords, 
it  was  understood,  that  the  House  was  <i 
opinion  that  his  Majesty  was  to  do  all  he 
ODuld  to  get  these  rights  confirmed  by 
Spun,  before  he  proceeded  to  the  extre- 
mities so  warmly  idsisted  on  by  my  noble 
lord.  The  first  resolution  is  upon  a  fact, 
that  we  have  no  reason  to  bdieve  has  been 
either  neglected  o{  misunderstood  by  the 
ministry.  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  inform 
your  lonrdships  of  the  particular  manner  in 
which  this  is  guarded  by  the  Convention, 
nor  would  it  be  regular  in  me  to  do  it :  I 
*han  therefore  confine  what  I  have  to  say 
on  that  head  to  what  his  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  hint  in  his  speech  from  the 
throne;  and  endeavour  to  shew  from 
alienee  the  propriety  of  the  terms  in  which 
the  proposed  siddress  is  conceived.  This, 
my  Lords,  I  hope  will  be  thought  a  fair 
ftod  ao  equitable  way  of  reasoning,  since 
in  all  ddibenttiooi  we  are  obliged  to  act 
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accordbg  to  the  evidence  that  appears : 
and  the  only  regular  evidence  we  can  yet 
have  of  its  being  proper  or  improper  for 
us  to  agree  to  the  address  without  the 
amendment,  must  arise  from  that  part  of 
his  Majesty's  speech  which  regards  this 
measure. 

The  noble  lord  who  spoke  last,  reasoned 
all  along  uponasupposition,  that  this  House 
understood  that  his  Majesty  was  to  declare 
war  with  Spain  immediately  upon  presei^t- 
ing  our  last  Address :  but  it  was  quite  . 
otherwise ;  for  if  a  treaty  could  be  con- 
cluded upon  the  foot  of  what  this  contained, 
all  the  ends  which  this  House  proposed  by 
by  presenting  that  Address  were  gained* 
Ilow  dods  it  appear,  my  Lords,  that  thia 
was  not  the  principal  consideration  that 
entered  into  the  negociations  for  conclud- 
ing this  Convention  I  Does  it  appear  from 
his  Majesty's  speech  ?  No,  mv  Lords,  his 
Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  inform  us,'thai 
the  Convention  is  for  settling  all  ^  Matters 
in  dispute  in  such  a  manner,  as  may  for 
the  future  prevent  and  remove  all  new 
cause  and  pretences  of  complaint,  by  a 
strict  observance  of  our  mutual  treaties^ 
and  a  just  regard  to  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges belonging  to  each  other.'  If  we  are 
to  reason  on  the  fitness  of  this  measure,  my 
Lords,  from  tliese  words,  there  never  was 
any  measure  uiore  consistent  with,  and 
more  consequential  of  the  sense  of  this 
House.  We  never  intended  to  dictate 
to  his  Majesty  the  steps  that  were  proper 
to  be  taken  on  the  commencement  of  wis 
negociation :  it  was  enough,  it  answer^ 
all  our  purposes,  if  our  rights  were  put  oa 
such  a  foot,  as  to  render  it  impossible  for 
the  Spaniards  to  have  any  pretext  for  con* 
tinuing  their  depredations  and  violences* 
If  the  definitive  treaty  which  is  to  follow 
upon  this  Convention,  has  regard  to,  and 
is  founded  on  the  treaties  now  in  force  be- 
twixt the  two  crowns,  as  is  strongly  im- 
plied by  his  Majesty's  words*  it  is  as  much 
as  the  most  sanguine  lord  in  this  House 
can,  with  any  colour  of  reason,  insist  on. 
Your  lordships  first  Resolution,  which  has 
been  read  by  your  clerk,  is  founded  on  an 
observance  of  those  treaties,  and  the  obser^ 
vance  of  those  treaties  is  the  only  true  se- 
curity which  we  can  have  for  our  com- 
merce and  navigation.  Therefore,  my 
Iiords,  I  cannot  see  the  least  foundation 
for  inferring  any  inconsistency  betwixt 
this  Convention,  so  far  as  it  appears  from  his 
.Majesty's  speech,  and  your  lordsliips'  Re- 
solutions of  last  session. 

I  shall  nowj  my  Lords,  take  the  liberty 
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to  GOOttder  the  words  of  tile  Address  pro- 
nosed  by  the  noUe  duke  who  spoke  nrst. 
Your  lordships  there  declare, '  That  you 
dffer  his  Majesty  yoar  thanks  for  acquaint- 
ing you  from  the  throne,  that  a  Conven- 
tion is  concluded,  and  likewise  for  his 
"royal  care  in  making  use  of  the  confidence 
reposed  in  hitn  with  no  other  view,  but 
the  general  and  lasting  benefit  of  the 
kingdom.*  You  then  preceed,  my  Lords, 
to  wv,  <  That  reparation  for  past  injuries 
Md  losses,  and  effectual  security  for  the 
iuture,  founded  in  justice,  and  warranted 
bv  treaties,  have  been  the  great  views  of 
his  Majesty  and  the  parliament  in  this  na- 
tional and  important  afiair/  Can  any  thing 
bemoreunesceptionable?  CananythiAgbe 
more  congruous  with  the  sense  which  this 
House  has  always  entertained  of  this  mat- 
ter, than  these  expressions  ?  There  is  im- 
plied in  them  no  blind  approbation  of  a 
measure  which  you  know  nothing  of,  and 
which  precludes  any  of  your  lordships  from 
making  what  objections  you  please  to  the 
Convention,  when  it  may  come  before  you. 
H*  your  lordships  should  then  find,  that  re- 
paratibn  for  past  injuries,  and  security  for 
the  foture  are  not  sufficiently  provided  for 
by  that  Convention,  your  lordships  are  so 
fiir  from  being  tied  up  from  objecting  to  it, 
that  these  very  expressions  are  so  many 
rules,  which  you  have  already  laid  dowh 
.  for  judging  6i  its  merits,  and  by.them  you 
give  the  nation  and  the  ministry  to  under- 
stand,  that  you  are  resolved  to  approve  or 
disapprove  of  this  measure,  in  proportion 
as  you  shall  find  it  agreeable  to,  or  inoon- 
aistent  with  these  sentiments. 

I  have  heard  it  laid  down  asa  very  good 
tule,  whereby  one  can  jud^  of  the  fitness 
or  unfitness  of  any  proposition,  to  invert 
the  meaning  of  the  worcte,  and  then  to 
comjpare  tiie  real  widi  the  inverted  sense, 
and  if  the  latter  is  highly  absurd,  it  is  a 
strong  presumption  in  ravour  of  the  former. 
If  that  rule  were  to  be  applied  in  this  case, 
how  would  the  last  sentence  which  I  re- 
peated from  the  noble  duke's  motion  stand  ? 
why,  my  Lords,  we  should  then 'declare, 
that  reparation  for  past  injuries,  and  secu- 
rity for  the  future,  were  not  to  be  founded 
on  justice,  and  warranted  by  treaties ;  we 
should  then  declare,  that  reparation  for 
past  injuries,  and  security  for  the  foture, 
founded  on  justice,  and  warranted  by  tuea- 
ties,  were  not  the  great  views  of  his  Ma- 
jesty and  of  this  House.  What  a  string 
ci  monstrous  absurdities  should  we  have  in 
^uchi  expressions ! 
The  noble  lord  who  apoke  last,  was 
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pleased  to  find  fimh  with  tUa  cmiveBtioD, 
because  it  is  not  a  definitive  treaty.  Redly, 
my  Lords,  I  shouhl  have  been  as  |^  as 
any  Lord  in  this  House,  if  a  definitive 
treaty  could  have  been  Imm^  about  wkh 
Spain  before  this  time:  bin,  my  Lonis, 
wiioever  consideffs  the  complioaiaQn  of  de- 
mands on  both  sides,  the  mulcitttde  of  in- 
tricate facts  that  were  to  becxammfid  isio, 
and  the  various  pretensions  to  beadjusted, 
must  be  of  opinion,  that  therak  movedaoe 
since  last  session,  than  ^eould  haite  raoaoa- 
ably  been  expected,  e^pedaMy  as  we  had 
to  do  with  SpanierdB,  a  people  not  at  all 
famous  for  their  diroatch  in  buaiaeBB ;  aad^ 
my  Lords,  though  thisis  no  definitive  treaty 
yet  it  lays  a  very  solid  and  ample  Ibanda- 
tion  for  such  a  tieaty. 

In  any  definitive  treaty  tliat  should  have 
been,  or  is  to  be  made,  two  things  aie 
principally  to  be  regarded:   the  first  is, 
reparation  for  past  injuries ;  the  next,  se- 
curity for  the  future.    As  the  first  irame- 
diatety  regarda  our  sufierine  merchants, 
his  Majesty,  like  the  true  rather  of  his 
peqple,  chose  to  Imve  their  intevesta  takes 
care  of  even  previous  to  those  ef  his  own 
crown.    In  this  respect,  my  LordSy  die 
Convention  is  a  definitive  treaty ;    siDce, 
by  it,  the  account  between  Spain   and 
England  is  adjusted,  and  the  sum  to  be 
paid  to  our  merchants,  stipulated.     The 
other  part,  which  a  definitive  treaty  must 
consist  of,  is  security  for  the  foture.     This, 
my  Lords,  as  appears  fimn  hb  Majesty^s 
speech,  is  as  ndly  provided  for,  as   it  is 
possible  to  be  in  any  Act  that  is  not  defi- 
nitive.   Plenqxitentiaries  are  to  ba    ^• 
pointed,  die  plenmotentiarios  aie    in  a 
umited  time  to  fiiuah  their  negociation; 
and  die*  ground  work  of  this  n^ociBtioD 
is  to  be  a  strict  observance  ofmutaaltrea- 
ties,  and  the  just  regard  to  the  ri^ts  aad 
privileges  belonging  to  the  two  eontract* 
mg  powera.    Thus,  my  Lords,  the  fbon- 
dation  for  such  a  deftutive  treaty,  as  evoj 
man  in  diis  nation  ought  to*  wish  for,  m 
laid ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  wo  have  an 
earnest  of  the  sincerity  of  Spain,  m  fiidai^ 
ing  such  treaty,  by  her  ayieeing  to  pay 
the  stipulated   sum   to  our  merchants; 
For,  my  Loids,  if  no  definitive  treaty  is  to 
fi^lldw  upon  this   Convention,    we  hava 
gained  this  vast  advantage,  that  die  de- 
mands of  our   meitolMBits  are  fjatiifipd 
Besides,  my  Lords,  the  idlowin^  this  vety 
satisfaction  implies  all  that  we  claim  from 
any  foture  treaty.    For  to  what  pnrpoae 
is  this  money  paid?  Itispaidtoi 
merchaata  mr  llMoe  ^ 
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lianr«mtahied  in  vidtalion  of  the  treaties 
subsbtiag  betwixt  Eq^and  and  Spain, 
and  our  rights  of  navigation.  My  Lords, 
if  ihe  court  of  Spain  did  not  own  that 
these  treaties  have  been  violated,  that 
these  rights  have  been  infringed,  we  can« 
not  suppose  that  she  would  haive  paid  da- 
mages for  such  a  violation.  If  she  ^ter^ 
tains  any  hopes  that  our  plenipotentiaries 
may  give  them  up,  this  is  the  most  likely 
way  in  the  world  to  disappoint  her.  She 
has  DOW  owned  herself  guilty*  and  gives 
OB  an  earnest  <^  her  shicerity  in  concur* 
ring  in  sudi  measures  as  may  prevent  any 
fotiire  injuries  or  difterences  oetwixt  the 
two  nations.  Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  explain  to  your  Lordships 
what  the  Convention  is,  te  the  noble  lord 
was  pleased  to  explain  what  it  is  not ;  and, 
as  I  have  all  along  kept  in  my  eye  the 
vords  of  his  Majesty's  speech,  I  hope 
your  lordships  will  not  find  that  I  have 
exaggerated  any  of  its  adfimtages. 

The  ncble  lord  who  spoke  last  was 
pleased  to  condemn  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
posed Address,  except  the  first  paragraph, 
W  did  not  point  out  any  particular  pas- 
sages that  are  exceptionable;  but,  my 
L^,  it  is  no  hard  matter  to  guess  at 
^ose  passages  which  he  thought  most  so, 
from  tne  tendency  of  his  lordship's  speech. 
The  Address  proceeds  to  assure  hisMajes- 
ty,  <  That  if  these  purposes,  reparation 
aoid  security,  can  be  attained  without 
plutigmg  th^  nation  into  a  war,  it  must 
|ive  the  truest  satisfaction  to  all  his  fi&ith- 
nil  subjects.'  Can  anj  man,  my  Lords, 
deny  the  justness  of  this  proposition  ?  Is  it 
not  as  expresnve  of  tenderness  for  the 
rights  of  die  subject,  as  of  duty  to  the 
person  of  his  Miriesty  ?  A  war,  my  Lords, 
wantonly  entered  upon,  might  soon  be  at- 
tended with  worse  consequences  to  the 
interests  of  o,ur  merchants,  and  to  the  na- 
tion ia  general,  than  all  the  depredations 
we  have  yet  sufiered  from  Spain.  And 
though  it  should  become  necessarv,  yet  it 
never  can  be  eligible.  It  is  therefore  sor- 
prizmg  to  hear  tome  amongst  us,  who  are 
pernetuidy  complainkig  of  the  decay  o£ 
trade,  and  the  exorintancy  of  taxes,  per- 
petudly  insisting  upon  measures  that  must 
utterly  ruin  the  one,  and  greatly  enhance 
theomer.  Therefore,myLords,  it  isjost, 
it  is  prudent  in  ui^  to  let  all  Europe  see,  by 
our  Address  to  his  Majesty,  that  we  prefer 
ftfi  hottonrabfe  peace  to  an  uncertain  war: 
^19  wfll  remove  aH  suspicion  from  other 
^ers,  of  oar  entertainmff  any  ambitious 
deaigiis  to  ^d^Mssess  Spimi  of  what  has 
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been  granted  to  her  by  so  many  express 
treaties.  We  thereby  make  it  a  defensive 
war  on  our  aide,  and  deprive  them  of  aU 
pretext  to  call  in  their  allies  to  their  as- 
sistance ;  and  indeed  what  allies  vrill  assist 
in  a  war  undertaken  to  support  rapine  and 
injustice? 

But,  my  Lords,  while  we  talk  of  these 
measures,  we  absolutely  leave  the  subject 
of  this  debate;  a  fault,  my  Lords,  which 
while  I  blam^  in  others,  I  am  very  apt  to 
commit  myself.  The  business  we  are  now 
upon,  with  ail  submission,  is  not  an  en« 
quiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  ministry 
since  our  last  meeting,  but  how  far  it  may 
be  proper  in  us  to  agree  to  the  amendment 
maae  by  the  noble  lord  who  spoke  hist. 
His  lordship,  in  support  of  his  amend- 
ment, did  not  thuik  fit  to  point  out  any 
particular  improprieties  in  the  Address 
moved  for  by  the  noble  duke;  he  did  not 
shew  us  wherein  any  of  its  expressions 
tended  to  approve  of  the  measures  of  the  * 
ministry,  that  have  not  yet  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  public.  But  my  noble 
lord  thinks  that  aU  expressions  or  thanks, 
all  assurances  of  duty  to  his  Majesty, 
ought  to  be  reserved  till  i^e  see  how  w^ 
his  ministers  have  deserved.  My  Lords, 
an  address  of  thanks  for  a  speech  fi*om  the 
throne  has  always  been  looked  upon  aa 
matter  of  form,  as  a  compliment  paid  to  the 
crown ;  and  your  lordships  have  never 
thought  it  necessary  to  confine  ^our  as« 
surances  of  duty  and  zeal  to  the  mfonna- 
tion  yon  received  of  a  minister's  conduct 
since  your  last  meeting.  When  his  Ma« 
jesty  told  you  that  a  treaty  had  been 
madeduring  your  recess,  younever  thought 
it  necessary  to  be  informed  of  the  particu* 
lar  contents  of  such  a  treaty,  before  you 
agreed  to  the  resolution  of  presenting 
tnanks  to  his  Majesty  for  the  care  he  had 
taken  in  making  such  a  treaty,  and  the 
segard  he  had  shewed  to  the  House  by  in" 
forming  them  that  such  a  treaty  was  made. 
There  is  an  instance  of  this  upon  your 
lord^ips'  Journals,  the  first  session  after 
the  treaty  of  Seville  was  concluded.  Hie 
affinrs  of  Europe  were  at  that  time  in  a  very 
ticklish  situation,  and  thnt  treaty  was  to  de- 
termine a  great  many  important  points  in 
dispute  betwixt  us  and  Spain :  yet,  not- 
witnstanding  all  this,  your  lordships  did 
not  think  it  absolutely  necessary  to  have 
that  treaty  communicated  to  the  House 
before  you  came  to  a  resolution  of  an  ad« 
dress  of  thanks  to  his  Majesty  on  that 
subject.  My  Lords,  you  voted  an  address 
in  much  stronger  terms  than  any  contain^* 
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ed  in  the  AddreM  wm  under  your  lord* 
iliips'  consideration ;  but  it  was  never 
meant  to  preclude  any  of  your  lordships 
from  making  your  objections  to  the  treaty 
when  laid  before  ydu.  I  could  brinff 
multitudes  of  instances  of  thislund ;  but  1 
think  this  one  sufficient  for  my  present 
purpose* 

The  noble  Lord  who  spoke  last,  said, 
and  indeed  he  said  it  very  justly,  that  the 
speedi  from  tlie  throne  was  to  be  consi- 
dered as  the  speech  of  the  minister.  My 
Lords,  it  is  so;  and  I  believe  it  ever  will 
be  so,  as  long  as  we  have  a  king,  and  as 
long  as  we  have  a  minister.  But,  my 
Lords,  the  addresses  we  return  to  such 
speeches  can  never  be  looked  upon  as  any 
compliment  to  the  minister,  or  giving  any 
sanction  to  his  measures,  because  they  are 
full  of  expressions  applicable  to  majesty 
alone ;  and  it  has  ever  oeen  thought  neces- 
sary to  insert  such  expressions,  that  die 
nation  and  all  the  world  may  have  reason 
to  look  on  the  crown  and  the  parliament  as 
but  one  body,  acting  for  the  common  good 
of  the  nation.  If,  my  Lords»  there  ever 
was  a  time  when  a  right  understanding 
betwixt  his  Majes^  and  his  Parliament 
was  necessary  for  the  ffood  of  the  public, 
this  is  that  time.  It  ever  there  was  a 
time  wherein  it  might  be  improper  for  us 
to  abate  any  of  our  expressions  of  duty 
and  zeal,  it  is  now.  And  give  me  leave 
to  add,  my  Iiords,  that  there  never  wa^  a 
time  wherein  your  lordships  had  less  rea* 
i|on  to  make  any  such  alterations  in  your 
ordinary  forms  of  proceeding. 

H,avip^  thus,  mv  Lords,  I  hope,  shewed 
the  consistency  or  the  address  moved  for 
by  the  noble  duke  who  spoke  first,  I  shall 
beg  leave  now  to  say  a  few  words  in  an- 
swer to  some  thin^  that  fell  from  my 
noble  Lord  who  spo£e  for  the  amendment. 
His  lordship  was  pleased  to  think  it  ex- 
tremely odd,  that  we  have  reapt  no 
other  advantages  besides  this  Convention 
from  the  great  addition  with  which  we 
strengthened  hb  Majesty's  hands.  Great 
preparations  were  made,  says  the  noble 
Lprd,  the  nation  was  put  to  great  ex- 
pences,  and  now  we  are  obliged  to  take 
up  with  a  Convention  instead  of  a  treaty. 
My  Lords,  give  me  leave  to  say  that  we 
are  quite  in  the  dark  what  that  Convention 
nuiy  be;  the  noble  Lord  will  not  con- 
demn a  thing  unseen,  unheard.  I  have,  I 
hope,  proved  to  your  lordsliips,  from  the 
words  of  his  Majesty's  speech,  that  we 
have  all  the  reason  in  the  world  to  presume 
"hit  best  of  this  Convention,  nor  do  I  think 


the  noble  lord  has  advanced  one  aigsnoit 
that  can  prove  the  contnuy.  As  to  the 
preparations  we  have  made,  and  the  ex- 
pences  we  were  at,  your  lorcbhips'  judg- 
ment of  them  can  be  determined  oolv  hj 
the  effects  they  have  had,  and  yoor  Ion)- 
sh^s  can  ooly  know  what  these  e&ct*  are, 
when  the  Convention  is  laid  before  ycu, 
which  will  be  in  a  very  few  da^  In  the 
mean  time,  my  Lords,  I  will  be  bold  to  sar, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  fleet  we  fitted  oat, 
and  the  vigorous  preparations  that  ve 
made,  the  Spaniards  would  never  have 
been  brought  to  treat,  they  could  never 
have  been  brought  to  allow  of  a  repaiatioa 
of  the  damages  our  merchants  have  sus- 
tained. And,  my  Lords,  I  will  say  iar* 
ther,  that  this  reparation,  that  this  owniDg 
themsdves  to  have  been  in  the  wrong,  was 
a  more  lumpy  effect  of  an  armament,  than 
ever  was  Known  on  the  like  occtsioo. 
Search  our  histories,  my  Lords,  look  back 
into  all  the  treaties  that  have  been  made 
betwixt  us  and  any  other  nation  in  the 
world,  or  betwixt  any  two  nations  treating 
together,  we  shall  mid  no  instance  where 
the  offending  nation  not  only  admitted 
herself  to  have  been  in  the  wrong,  but 
actually  to  have  paid  damages  for  that 
wrong.  So  that,  my  Lords,  upon  the 
whole  it  is  surprizing,  that  the  nc^le  lord 
who  was  for  tne  amendment,  should  tell 
your  lordships,  that  we  are  certainly  nov 
m  a  worse  situation  than  ever.  Is  not  the 
contrary  evident?  Have  we  not  brought 
the  Spaniards  to  treat  I  Have  we  not  laid 
it  down  as  the  foundation  of  a  future  trea- 
ty, that  they  are  no  longer  to  act  upon  the 
same  prinaples,  and  in  the  same  loamt:, 
that  have  given  us  so  just  grounds  to  coi^* 
plain?  ^d  as  this  is  a  settled  prdimi- 
nary,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  of  any 
noble  lord,  what  treaty  concluded  with 
Spain  can  be  disadvantageous  to  this  king- 
dom, where  such  a  preliminary  is  laid 
down.  I  am  sorry  I  nave  detained  joos 
lordships  thus  long  upon  a  subject  which  I 
believed  could  have  admitted  (rtvenr  little 
debate ;  but  I  thought  the  station  I  bare 
the  honour  to  serve  his  Majesty  in,  r^ 
quired  me  to  do  all  that  Icould  to  dear  up 
any  doubts,  and  to  remove  any  objectioos, 
which  lords  might  entertam  against  the 
Address,  as  moved  for  by  the  ndUe  duke. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  i 

My  Lords ;  there  ia  not  any  one  res^ 
son  that  has  been  advanced  by  the  noble 
duke  who  spoke  last,  that  has  not  bad  s 
quite  contnuy  effect  upoia  m^  than  ^A^ 
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it  seenH  t6  have  upon'  the  noble  duke. 
His  grace  diinks  that  wc  ought  to  approve 
of  this  Conrention,  because  we  are  m  the 
dark  about  it;  mj  Lords,  ihat  is  the  very 
reason  why  I  thiok  we  ought  not  to  ap- 
prove of  it ;  I  think  we  have  been  kept 
too  long  in  the  dark  ah^ady,  wilS>  re^pird 
to  every  step  of  this  long  and  intricate 
negociation  with  Spain.  Perhaps,  my 
Lords;  if  we  had  been  kept  less  in  the 
dark  some  years  i^,  the  nation  might 
have  seen  its  interest  more  clearly ;  we 
could  then  perhaps  have  interposed  with 
mater  dij^nity,  with  greater  weight,  than^ 
i  am  afinid,  we  can  now.  Bnt  |1  hope  it 
is  not  yet  too  late ;  the  Convention  which 
lus  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  inform  us 
of  from  the  throne,  can  never  be  thought 
to  have  received  its  finishing  stroke  but 
from  the  approbation  or  disapprobation  of 
both  Houses  of  Parliament.  We  have, 
•my  Lords,  before  this  time,  rescued  die 
nation  from  ruin,  by  rejecting  measures 
Aat  had  received  the  bst  hand  from  a 
fiunistnr,  perhaps  a  corrupt  ministry  in- 
deed, but  a  mmistry  that  had  the  same 
nme  power,  the  same  authority  for  what 
it  did,  that  any  subsequent  mmistry  can 
pretend  to  have.  Your  lordships,  no 
doubt,  know  that  I  mean  the  famous  trea^ 
ty  of  Commerce  with  France,  which  was 
tnrown  out  by  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britttn  about  the  time  when  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht  was  concluded. 

I  shall  willingly  agr^e  with  the  noble 
duke  who.  spoke  last,  in  thipkinr  that  our 
unanimity  is  the  best  means  of  securing 
the  natioir  against  all  the  attacks  either  of 
her  open  or  concealed  enemies :  but  tliat 
onanunity,  my  Lords,  can  only  be  brought 
about  by  every  lord  in  this  House  contri- 
buting a&  that  is  in  his  power  towards  dis- 
covering by.  what  means  it  has  happened, 
th]^  the  soienon  res<^ution  of  this  House, 
vhich  was  hud  before  ^s  Majesty,  has 
heea  neglected,  wilfully  nejglected,  b)r  the 
negociators  of  this  Convention.  Can  it  be 
^pected,  my  Lords,  that  we  shall  be 
unanimous  in  our  approbation  of  a  mea- 
sure that  carries  along  with  it  such  evident 
niarb  of  disrespect  to  parliament,  and 
hereby  lays  the  foundation  of  measures 
th  at  may  put  it  out  of  our  power  ever  after 
^0  b  e  or  service  to  the  nation  ?  My  Lords, 
1  ca  n  never  be  persuaded  that  if  the  minis- 
^  had  ffot  from  Spain  an  ample  renuncia- 
tion of.au  pretence  to  a  right  of  searching 
our  ships  on  the  open  seas,  they  would  not 
have  informed  the  nation  of  so  considera- 
ble a  point  gained ;  we  diould  have  beard 
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of  it  in  all  companies,  in  all  our  news- 
pm^ers ;  and,  my  Lords,  it  would  have  been 
fuUy  and  exphcitlyset  forth  in  his  Ma* 
jesty^s  speech.  Therefore,  my  Lords, 
even  his  Majesty^s  silence  on  that  head  is 
to  me  a  sufficient  proof,  that  no  such  r&* 
nunciation  has  been  obtained ;  nay,  to  me 
it  is  a  proof,  that  the  Spaniards  insist  oa 
their  aaim  ta  search  our  shipk,  and  that 
we  have  evert  submitted  to  have  it  discussed 
by  the  plenipotentiaries,  who  are  to  meet 
upon  the  definitive  treaty.  This  is  so  evi- 
dent a  contempt  of  the  parliament's  advice; 
as  if  two  plenipotentiaries  were  better 
judges  of  our  nshts  of  navigation  and 
commerce,  than  both  Houses  of  Parlia^ 
ment,  that  it  is  surprising  to  me,  that  evea 
an  attempt  should  be  nmde  to  excuse  it^ 
much  more  to  defend  it. 

Mj  Lords,  when  I  heard  that  a  Con* 
vention  was  concluded,  I  imagined  that 
the  definitive  treaty,  which  is  to  follow  on 
that  Convention,  would  not  be  referred  to 
commissaries ;  and  that  som^  other  name 
would  be  invented  for  these  gentlemen's 
powers.  We  had  enough  of  commissaries 
at  the  treaty  of  Seville ;  that  treaty,  my 
Lords,  was,,  in  the  main,  little  better  than 
a  Convention ;  since,  as  in  the  other  Con- 
ventions, a  great  deal  was  left  to  the  deci- 
sion of  commissaries.  None  of  your  lord- 
ships are  ignorant  of  the  progress  these 
commissaries  made  in  settbng  the  afiairs 
referred  to  their  decision ;  and  that  afler 
some  years  expensive  and  firuitless  nego- 
ciations,  they  left  them  in  a  more  per- 
plexed state  than  they  were  before.  The 
Soints  left  to  their  decision  were  not  in- 
eed  of  such  importance,  as  those  which- 
by  this  Convention  seem  to  be  left  to  ple- 
nipotentiaries:  but,  my  Lords,  can  we 
easily  imagine  that  plenipotentiaries  will 
be  more  expeditious  than  commissaries  ?  I 
im  apt  to  think,  ray  Lords,'lhat  they  will 
be  a  great  deal  more  slpw,  because  the 
points  referred  to  their  decision  are  of  » 
much  weightier  nature.  Therefore,  my 
Lords^  as  we  have  found  alreadj^  by  ex- 
perience, that  an  eventual  treaty,  if  I  may 
call  it  so,  has  been  so  detrimental  to  the 
nation,  I  think  it  would  be  highly  impro* 
per  for  us  tp  approve  of  our  ministry's 
concluding  another,  which  we  have  great 
reason  to  think  is  of  a  still  more  pernicious- 
nature.  My  Lords,  I  would  not  be  un-  > 
derstood  as  if  I  were  absolutely  for  con- 
demning the  Convention  before  wc  know 
what  it  is ;  but  I  humbly  conceive,  that 
there  is  a  great  difierence  betwixt  not  giv- 
ing a  sanction  to  a  measurci  and  utterly 
[dM] 
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rejecting  it    By  our  affreeipg  to  the  ad- 
dress as  amended,  we  omy  give  tlie  minis- 
try to  understand,  that  we  are  surprised 
tliey  should  Tenture  on  a  manner  of  nego- 
cia^inff,  that  has  been  already  so  detri- 
mentiu  to  the  nation :  but  we  do  not  at  all 
profess,  that  we  are  resolved  to  disapprove 
of  it,  if,  contrary  to  what  we  apprenend, 
there  sliould  be  some  peculiar  advantages 
in  this  neg<)ciation,  that  may  reconcile  it 
to  the  interests  of  the  kin^om.     This, 
my  IfOrds,  is  tlie  light  In  which  I  view  the 
opposition  that  b  made  t9  the  address  pro- 
iKMcd  by  the  noble  duke*    And,  my  Lords, 
by  agreeing  to  the  amendment,  we  do  not 
^0  the  length  that  nurliaments  used  to  so 
in  former  times.     Formerly,  my  Lords, 
when  a  spe^h  was  made  from  the  throne, 
a  particular  day  was  appointed  by  parlia- 
ment for  taking  that  speech  into  conside- 
ration, and  in  tne  mean  time  a  Committee 
was  appointed  for   enquiring  into,  and 
drawing  up  a  state  of  the  grievances  of  the 
nation.    And,  my  Lords,  these  grievances 
were  presented  to  the  throne  before  thev 
returned  their  address  of  thanks,  which 
was   always  qualified   according  to  the 
liopes  which  the  crown  gave  them  of  re- 
dressing tbefse  grievances.    My  Lords,  no 
man  who  understands  the  histonr  of  Eng- 
land, will  say  that  our  fore-fatners  were 
either  wanting  in  the\duty  they  owed  to 
the  prince,  or  in  their  concern  for  the  li- 
berty of  the  subject.     And,  my  Lords, 
though  the  liberty  of  the  subject  may -now 
seem  more  secure  from  the  encroachments 
of  the  crown  than  it  was  formerly,  yet  the 
•xamnle  of  our  wise  ancestors  cannot  be 
too  closelv  imitated,  especially  when  we 
•re  apprenensive  of  any  of  those  griev- 
ances under  which  they  laboured.     For 
these  reasons,  my  Lords,.!  am  for  the 
amendment. 

The  Eart  d  Scarborough  : 

My  Lords ;  I  have  considered  the  ad- 
dress proposed  by  the  noble  duke,  with  all 
the  exactness,  with  all  the  impaitiality  I 
am  capable  of.  I  have  the  greatest  per- 
sonal regard  imaginable  for  the  noble  lords 
who  have  spoke  in  this  debate:  and,  my 
Lords,  were  v^y  opmion  to  be  determined 
by  private  views  only,  my  esteem  for  the 
Loras  who  have  spoken  on  this  question 
is  so  equal,  that  I  ^ould  remain  neutral : 
but  when  I  either  consider  this  address  by 
itself,  or  compare  it  with  addresses  upon 
the  like  occasional  cannot  but  be  of  opi- 
nion, that  our  agreeing  to  it  without  any 
;ameiidment,  is  no  more  than  a  baise  ac- 
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knowledgment  of  du^to  the  pflnomof  hit 
Majesty,  and  is  even  inferior  Uk  the  usm- 
ances  which  this  House  has  often  given  to 
the  crown  at  the  opening  of  a  session. 

My  Lords,  when  the  convention  shall  be 

laid  Defore  your  lordships,  no  lord  here 

shall  be.  more  impartial  and  sincere  inde* 

claring  his  sentiments  upon  it  than  I  thsU 

be.    And,  my  Lords,  a  I  thought  then 

was  the  least  expres^on  m  this  addrett 

without  the  amendment,  that  predudei 

me  from  delivering  myself  aflenmds  with 

freedom,  no  lord  shcmid  be  more  heartj 

than  I  for  die*  amendment.     'But,  my 

Lords,  I  cannot  see  any  one  expressoain 

the  address  without  tlie  amenmnent,  that 

can  be  wrested  into  an  ^probation  d'tbe 

convention.    We  there  aedaie,  in  general 

terms,  what  no  lord  can  dmy ;  we  dedaie 

that  if  the  ends  of  peace  can  be  procund 

without  plunging  toe  natioii  into  a  war, 

that  such  a  conduct  is  certainly  eligible; 

we  express  our  gratitude  to  bis  Majeitjr 

for  his  endeavours  to  obtain  these  endi 

by  the  more  moderate  measures  of  nego- 

ciation.    Where,  my  Lords,  is  the  coo* 

pliment  to  the  minister  here  ?  his  Maje&tj 

nas  told  you  that  he  has  endeavoured  to 

obtain  a  peace  that  will  answer  the  exnec- 

tations  or  the  kingdom :  we  ,thank  bis  Ml* 

jesty ;  for  what  ?  not  for  that  peace ;  but, 

for  his  endeavouring  to  procure  such  a 

peace :  for  if  it  is  not  such  a  peace,  mj 

Lords,  we  are  still  at  liberty  to  object  to 

it,  when  it  is  laid  before  us.    If  a  man  tdb 

pie  that  he  had  done  his  utmost  to  serve 

me  in  such  or  such  an  affiur ;  if  I  believt 

that  man  to  be  an  honest  man,  I  am  bound 

to  thank  him  for  his  good  intentions,  eren 

though  I  should  be  sensible  at  the  sane 

time  his  z^  was  mistaken,  nay  though  I 

may  afterwards  find  that  it  has  been  pr^ 

judicial  to  my  interests. 

Your  lonUhi'ps  thank  his  Majesty  fcr 
acquamting  the  House  that  a  coaventioa 
is  concluded,  and  that  it  shall  be  hiid  be- 
fore the  House.  My  Lords,  I  am  sure 
there  is.  nothing  here  that  loob  like  in- 
cense to  the  minister.  Tour  lordihi||i 
know  that  the  power  of  peace  and  war  ii 
in  the  crown,  as  the  ndble  lord  whospAs 
last  observed;  and  that  our  constitution 
always  understands  that  the  crown  has  t 
right  to  make  either,  without  the  partici- 
pation of  parliament.  No  wise  king  will 
indeed  venture  upon  this ;  but,  my  ior^ 
no  dutiful  parliament  will  refuse  to  thaok 
such  a  king  for  his  condescension  in  thus 
making  the  parliament  aa  it  were  partaeci 
I  in  bjs  prerogative. 
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In  the  last  piaragraph,  niy  Lords,  we  de- 
clare that  we  will  endeavour  to  avoid  all 
heats  and   animosities*     Can   any  thing 
be  more  desirablei  my  Lords,  than  unani- 
mity ?   Can  any  thing  be  more  pernicious 
to  public  deliberations  than  discord?   In 
this  natural,  this  simple  manner,  my  Lords, 
I  view  this  Address.     I  have  no  farther 
aim  in  giving  my  voice  for  it,  than  to  ex- 
press my  duty  and  regard  to  his  Mfgesty's 
|)erBon.    I  do  not  know  what  appreheh- 
dons  other  Lords  may  entertain,  but  I  see 
no  grounds  for  any ;  and  I  should  be  sorry, 
oy  Lords,  if  our  jealousy  of  the  ministry 
should  ever  make  us  violate  our  duty  to 
the  Crown.    I  am  far  from  disapproving 
of  such  a  jealousy,  while  it  is  kept  within 
proper  bounds ;   out,  my  Lords,  when  it 
Bursts  imaginary  fears,  and  groundless 
apprehensions,  such  a  jealousy  may  be 
productive  of  as  &tal  consequences,  as  too 
great  confidence.    My  Loras,  I  own  I  am 
not  deep-drawn  in  politics;  therefore  I 
cannot  answer  for  the  uses  which  the 
ministry  may  make  of  this  Address  if 
agreed  to  without  the  amendme;nt:  but, 
my  Lords,  I  here  openly  declare  before  all 
your  Lordships,  though  I  am  for  agreeing 
to  this  Address  without  the  amendment, 
that  I  reserve  to  myself  the  privilege  of 
speaking  my  thoughts  with  regard  to  this 
convention,  in  as  full  and  expficit  a  man- 
ner, as  I  must  be  supposed  to  have  .done 
if  this  Address  had  never  been  moved  for, 
nor  agreed  to.    My  Lords,  perhaps,  when 
the  convention  comes  to  be  laid  before  us, 
it  may  be  found  that,  though  I  differ  from 
some  noble  Lords  with  re^d  to  this  Ad- 
^ess,  yet  that  I  do  not  differ  very  widely 
from  tnem  with  regard  to  my  sentiments 
about  the  convention.     Therefore,   my 
Lords,  I  could  heartily  wish  that  aSl  your 
lordships  would  view  this  Address  in  tlie 
ttme  faght  that  I  do.     This,  my  Lords, 
^  be  the  means  of  answering  the  just 
expectations  of  his  Majesty,  and  letting  all 
the  kingdom  see '  that  no  consideration 
^all  divert  us  firom  a  pursuit  of  the  public 
good.        •   ' 

'^tE»Aa£ Chesterfield.'  . 

My  Lords ;  the  esteem  and  affection  I 
we  for  his  Majesty,  and  the  regard  I 
have  for  every  tiung  .that  may  any  way 
eontiibute  towards  establishing  him  m  the 
'^earti  of -his  subjects,  are  so  well  known, 
^  I  need  not  trouble  your  lordshipts 
^  ttiy  professions  on  that  head ;  and  if 
^ere  wiere  noifaang  in  the  Address  now 
P^^i^  botexpressiona  of  duty  towscrds 


him,  and  seal  for  his  service,  I  should  be 
far  from  desiring  or  agreeing  to  any 
amendment ;  but  the  duty  I  owe  to  my 
King,  the  regard  I  have  for  the  honour 
of  this  House,  and  the  resentment  every 
man  ought  to  shew  for  the  injuries  hit 
country  has  received,  forbid  my  agree- 
ing to  the  proposition  as  it  now  stan£. 

I  shall  agree,  my  Lords,  that  those  ex* 
pressions,  which  may  be  thought  to  relate 
to  any  part  of  our  fate  conduct,  are  very 
general,  more  than  ordinary  care  has  been 
taken  to  make  them  so ;  but  even  this  is 
an  argument  for  the  iamendment  proposed. 
So  great  caution  is  a  sort  of  proof  that 
matters  are  not  all  right ;  it  shews  a  con- 
sciousness of  some  misbehaviour,  which 
ou^ht  to  give  us  suspicion ;  and  that  sus^ 
picion  ought  to  make  us  avoid  inserting 
any  thing,  though  in  the  most  geneni 
terms,  that  may  rdate  to  our  late  conduct. 
In  the  proposition  as  it  now  stands,  there 
are  many  paragraphs  that^  notwithstanding 
their  bemg  acblressed  to  the  King,  must 
relate  to  the  conduct  of  our  ministers; 
for  whatever  is  done,  we  must  in  this 
House  suppose  to  be  done  by  the  minis- 
ters ;  and  tnereibre,  if  we  make  use  of  any 
expressions  that  may  look  like  comph- 
ments  upon  our  late  conduct,  though  they 
be  addressed  to  the  Kine  only,  they  will, 
without  doors,  be  looked  on  as  an  appro- 
bation of  what  has  been  done  b v  the  minis- 
ter. They  will  be  represented  as  such  in 
a  place,  where,  from  this  House,  no* 
thing  should  come  that  may  in  the  least 
mis^de. 

"nie  paragraphs  that  relate  to  our  late 
transactions,  are  indeed  so  general,  and 
the  turns  of  expression  so  artfully  and  cau- 
tiously chosen,  that,  upon  any  ordinary 
occasion,  I  should  not  perhaps  nave  made 
an  objection ;  but,  my  Lords,  the  present 
emergency  is  the  most  extraordinary,,  the 
most  important,  that  has.  ever  happened 
since  I  have  had  the  honour  to  sit  in  this 
House.  Our  trade,  our  very  being,  ig 
deeply  concerned  in  every  resolution  we 
can  come  to  during  this  session  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  only  printable  branch  of  our 
trade,  I  am  afraid,  the  branch  upon  which 
all  the  other,  and  consequentiy  the  being 
lathis  nation,  depends,  is  now  at  stak^  It 
has  been  in  danger  for  many  years ;  but  it 
is  now  upon  the  brink  of  perdition,  and 
can  be  recovered  from  the  precipice  upon 
whidi  it  staiCids,  only  by  the  intepity, 
the  wisdom,  and  the  steadiness  of  tma 
House. 

I  siMdlnot  preteodi  nj  Lords,  to  kaow 
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any  thing  of  tbe  conventum  we  bave 
lately,  it  seems,  accepted  of:  I  say,  vpy 
LoraSy  I  shall  not  pretend  to  know  any 
thing  more  of  it,  tnan  what  his  Majesty 
has  been  pleased  to  impart  to  us,  by  h^ 
speech  from  the  throne ;  but  from  what 
he  has  told  us  of  it,  I  must  think  it  ought, 
I  hope  it  will  be  censured.  By  his  Sla- 
jesty's  speech  he  has  told  us  positively 
what  is  done,  and  negatively,  what  is  not 
done.  He  has  told  us,  we  have  got  tlie 
.promise-  of  a  stipulated  sum,  for  he  does 
not  say  that  this  sum  is  either  paid,  or 
aecured  to  be  paid  ;  but  he  has  likewise 
told  us,  that  we  have  got  nothing  else ;  all 
the  rest  of  our  disputes  with  Spain  are  re- 
ferred to  commissaries,  who  are  now  to  be 
called  plenipotentiaries.  They  are  to  have 
A  higher  title  than  they  had  formerly ;  con- 
sequently, X  suppose,  they  must  have 
higher  salaries :  and  this  will  of  course 
jnake  them  draw  their  n^ociations  out  to 
a  greater  length. 

This,  my  Lords,  makes  the  case  very 
different  from  what  it  was  with  relation  to 
file  trea^  of  Seville.  His  Majesty,  in  his 
j^eech  from  the  throne,  after  the  conclu- 
sion of  that  treaty,  told  us  nothing  we  could 
have  the  least  pretence  to  find  tault  widi. 
He  then  told  us,  we  had  got  every  thing 
we .  could  wish  for  ;  imd  he  certainly 
thought  so ;  but  we  soon  found  that  he  had 
been  misinformed,  and  that  we  bad  been 
too  rash.  Now  he  is  so  far  from  havii^ 
told  u^,  we  have  got  every  thing  we  could 
wish  for,  that  he  expressly  tells  us,  we 
.have  got  what,  I  think,  may  properly  be 
lealled  nothing  ;  what  1  am  convinced  will 
iqppear  to  be  so.  There  is  therefore  no 
precedent  for  what  is  now  proposed ;  and 
4f  there  were,  theve  are  but  few  late  pre- 
cedents, that  can  he  much  insisted  on  as 
good  rules  for  our  future  conduct. 

Heparatioa  for  tlie  losses  our  merchants 
have  sustained  is,  it  is  true,  my  Lords,  an 
article  which  we  ought  to  have  insisted  on; 
but  it  istliearticle  of  the  least  consequence, 
aud  tlie  only  article  which  could  admit  of 
a  discussion  before  commissaries  or  ple- 
lupotentiaries,  call  them  wliich  you  will. 
The  other  articles  in  dispute  between  us 
end  Spain,  are  all  of  much  greater  conse- 
(pience :  and  they  are  of  such  a  nature, 
as  cannot  admit  of  a  diseussion ;  because 
they  must  be  expressly  gvanted,  or  pa* 
remptorily  denied.  Yet  this  artide  about 
reparation,  his  Majesty  has  told  us,  is  the 
only  article  that  is  settled  by  this  conven- 
tion :  so  that  what  cannot  admit  of  a  re- 
iaimo^   m  kavt  refiHrtd;  and  what 
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could  not  in  its  own  natiue  ajbnt  of  a  joit 
and  immediate  determination^  we  have  dep 
termined.  But  how,  my  Lords,  is  k  de» 
termined  ?■  not  at  all  to  tne  honour  or  ad^ 
vantage  of  Great  Britain,  if  I  ani  rightly 
informed.  We  have,  it  seems,  nsaoe  a 
lumping  baFgain  of  it:  Our  merchants 
claimed  430,000/.  they  had  really  beea 
robbed  of  by  the  Spaniards  ;  without 
reckoning  the  loss  they  sustained  by  the 
interruption  of  their  trade,  by  the  high 
premiums  they  paid  upon  insuranoe,  aod 
many  other  lossesthat  havebeenoccattoned 
by  these  depredations.  They  clainued  this 
sum  as  the  value  only  of  those  ahipa»  that 
had  been  actually  sent  out  by  thioa,  and 
seized  or  pluwtered  by  the  Spaniards ; 
They  claimed  nothing  for  the  skdna  they 
might,  and  would  have  sent  out,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  interruption  they  met  with 
in  their  trade ;  nor  did  they  daioi  any 
thing  for  the  high  insurance,  and  othec 
extraordinary  charges,  they  were  put  to 
upon  those  ships  t&t  had  the  good  luck 
to  escapew  A  computation  of  this  kind 
would  have  jooade  their  claim  aOMMuit  to 
double  the  sum :  yet  this  great  claims  it 
seems,  we  have  lumped  with  the  Spaniards, 
and  by  this  convention  have  accepted  of 
135,000^  in  full  for  the  whole;  and  eve^ 
this  sum,  notwithstanding  this  most  ex« 
traordinary  abatement,  is  not  to  be  paid 
to  our  merchants  by  the  Spaniards,  but  by 
ourselves.  Is  this,  my  Ixurds,  to  be 
called  a  reparation  I  And  yet  this  rqwok 
tioo,such  as  it  is,  has  easX.  us  at  least  4  at 
SQOfiQOl.  extraordinary  duirges,  since  last 
session  of  parliament.  If  tma  be  a  lef^ 
ration,  I  hope  we  shall  have  no  more  such; 
two  or  three  such  reparadem  would  unde 
us. 

From  hence  your  lordships  will  aee^  wt 
have  no  great  reason  to  a^iefe  of  what 
his  Majesty  has  told  us  we  nave  got ;  and 
now  with  regard  te  what  his  Mafes^  has 
told  us  we  have  not  got :  Axe  plen^Mtc»- 
tiaries  to  regulate  the  sserching  of  oui 
sliips'  upon  the  high  seas  \  I  hope  no  Bri« 
tish  pleuipotentiary  will  dare  to  regulate, 
what  this  nation  must  neveri  nor  in  any 
shape*  admit.  <  No  search',  myLoitk,  v 
the.  word  with  ev^  maaef  comsaensease 
in  the  kingdom.  Itwas  thefiaoBeof  both 
Houses,  kst  session  i^  paritameikt ;  mA 
in  the  resolution  your  loraships  then  caan 
to  upon  this  very  head,  yeu  ttuieAeehied 
that  the  searching  of  our  sbipsee  the  o^ 
seas,  is  a  violation  of  the  tceatios  mbaHf 
ingbetweea  the  two  oremia.  |9e  sewib 
was  thersibre  ^wiudmitidnmt  mf^  te 
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have  idnsl^  .Mil)  in  any  new  tttstf  be- 
tween the  two  cromu.  Without  this  wc 
can  have  no  security,  we  can  have  no  re- 
paration for  the  insults  and  dishonour  the 
British  flag  lias  met  with.  They  have 
Jately  set  up  a  pretence  to  search  our  slups 
upon  the  open  sesas  :  The  very  setting  up 
of  such  a  pret^icey  is  an  affront  put  upon 
us  by  them :  but  to  conclude  any  treaty  or 
convention  with  them  afterwards,  without 
an  express  disavowal  of  all  pretences  of 
that  kind,  is  putting  a  new  |md  a  much 
greater  afivont  upon  ourselves.  This  we 
Iiave  done  :  His  Majesty  has  told  us  we 
have  done  it.  Is  it  possible  that  such  a 
jBtep  can  escape  the  censure  of  parliament  ? 

This,  my  JLords,  is  the  case  now  befoie 
us.  We  are  not  to  judge  of,  or  cond^nn 
the  Convention^  before  we  know  what  it 
is.  His  Majesty  has  in  bis  speech  told  us 
what  it  is.  He  nas  told  us  that  something 
k  done,  which  ought  not  to  be  done.  He 
lias  told  us  that  a  point  of  the  utmost  con- 
^equenoe  to  our  trade  and  navigation  is  re- 
ferred to  the  regulation  of  commissaries, 
vhich  in  ils  own  nature  can  admit  of  no 
regulation*  This  is  what  every  unpreju- 
diced man  in  the  nation  must  condemn.  It 
is  what  your.lofdships  have  already  con- 
demned \fy  tbe  Resolutions  you  came  to 
lagt  fiessJLon  of  pulianient;  and  when  from 
his  Mf^sty's  speech  it  appears,  that  some- 
thing has  been  done,  which  you  must, 
fi  hich  you  ought  to  condemn,  as  soon  as 
you  come  to  enquire  into  it,  can  you  make 
use  of  any  expressions  in  your  Address, 
which  may  look  like  an  approbation  of 
what  has  been  done  ?  Can  you  mention 
«uch  a  neaaure  without  testifying  your 
dislike? 

1  shall  always^  my  Lords,  be  for  shewing 
AS  much  respect  and  esteem  for  his  Ma- 
je^y  88  we  can  express ;  I  shall  even  be 
for  Uiewing,  upon  ail  occasions,  as  much 
coinplatsanoe  as  is  consistent  with  the  dig- 
%  of  thi«  House.  When  I  do  so,  I 
^P^  irom  the  sincerity  of  my  heart ;  but 
^vat  very  sincerity  will  always  prevent  my 
shewing  such  a  complaisance  as  may  mis- 
lead. When  we  improve,  or  but  seem  to 
approve,  of  measures  wldch  ought  to  be 
censured,  which  almost  every  man  without 
aoots  does  censure,  it  is  shewing  no  com- 
pi&isance  to  our  sovereign ;  It  is  behaving 
^ith  iasiocerity,  I  may  say  with  infidelity 
^ards  him^  for  the  sake  of  shewiof  a 
fQean  compbdaance  to  his  minister.  Ibis . 
^  a  behavuMur,  which  no  precedent,  do 
^fj'.*^^)  csa  warrant:  it  *is  a  behanour 
^'^  evoy  asaa.a^  in  hi&c^ucifinee 


condemn.  But  what  is  this  custom  whiob 
is  now  pleaded  for  such  a  fiiwning^  such  a 
falsesort of  behaviour?  Why, my, Lords, 
it  is  not  of  much  above  twenty  years  stand- 
ing :  it  is  not  much  above  that  time  since 
we  first  began  to  echo  back  paragraph  by 
paragraph,  in  our  Address,  the  lung's 
Speech  from  the  throne.  It  was  a  bad 
precedent  at  first,  and  therefore  ought 
never  to  have  been  followed*  But  even 
this  custom,  bad  as  it  is,  neither  ought  nor 
can  be  made  a  precedent  upon  the  present 
occasion.  Upon  no  former  occasion  can  it 
be  said,  that  even  from  the  King's  Speech, 
something  appeared  to  have  been  done, 
which  ought  not  to  have  boen  done,  and 
which  this  House  could  not  but  perceive, 
from  what  his  Majesty  told  t^em  of  it  in 
his  Speech,  that  they  would  be  obliged  to 
censure.  This,  my  Lords,  is  the  case  at 
present :  his  Majesty  in  his  Speech  lu^ 
told  us,  that  the  searching  of  our  ships 
upon  the  high  seas  is  referred  to  be  r^^u- 
lated  by  the  commissaries.  Can  your  IcmU 
ships*approye  of  this?  Can  you  mention  it 
without  a  censure  ?  therefore  the  greatest 
regard,  the  greatest  complaisance  you  can, 
upon  the  present  occasion,  shew  to  his  Ma* 
jesty,  nay  the  greatest  cooiplaisance  you 
can  in  honour  snew  to  his  Minister,  is  not 
to  mention  it  at  alL  For  which  reason,  I 
hope  your  lordships  will,  at  least  upon  this 
occasion,  resume  the  ancient  method  of 
addressing,  and  for  tliat  ourpose  agree  to 
the.  Amendment  proposedL 

The  Earl  of  Cholniondeki/ : 

My  Lords';  I  was  indeed,  very  nueh 
prejudiced  m  favour  of  the  Adidresa  moved 
for  by  the  noUe  duke  who  spoke  first,  upon 
hearing  it  read  bv  his  grace;  bat  am  now 
perfectly  satisfied  of  its  being  a  proper  Ad- 
dress for  us  to  make  on  this  occasion,  hav^ 
ing  heard  unanswerak|Ie  argumenta  ui^ed 
in  support*  of  it,  and  all  the  arguments  on 
the  other  side  having,  iu  my  weak  judg<* 
ment,  been  levelled  rath^  against  the  Con^ 
vention  than  against  the  AddreaB.  What 
this  Convention  is,  a  very  little  time  will 
shew;  but  since  we  cannot  as  a  House 
yet  know  what  it  is,  I  think  it  very  extra- 
ordinary that  the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last 
should  enter  upon  arguments  that  entirely 
relate  to  it,  ana  are  therefore  quite  foreigft 
to  the  subject  of  this  debate. 

The  noble  Lord  hath  entered  on  a  d^ 
bate,  wherein  the  Lords  who  are  on  the 
other  side  of  the  question,  cannot  be  sup- 
posed prepared  to  answer  his  lordship; 
Aowovefi  aa  I  th^ak  that  ao  much  of  his 
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speedi^  as  can  be  sapposed  to  haTe  any 
telatioB  to  the  present  question,  may 
irery  easily  admit  of  an  answer,  I  shall 
crare  the  indulgence  your  lordships  have 
always  shewn  me  on  such  occasions.  The 
noble  lord  was  bleased  to  say,  that  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  Address  mored  for  was 
sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  an  Address 
to  his  Majesty  on  this  occasion,  and  that 
9i\  the*  rest  was  incense  to  his  ministers. 
My  Lords,  that  noble  Lord,  as  he  knows 
the  fonns  of  this  House  extremely  well, 
none  better,  must  know  that  when  a  Speech 
•Is  delivered  from  the  throne,  it  is  always 
•thought  decent  and  dutiful  to  say  some- 
thing in  our  Address  of  Thanks  to  every 
paragraph,  «nd  every  material  sentence  in 
the  speech.  This,  my  Lords,  is  thought  a 
proper  way  of  proceeding  even  in  matters 
of  common  life ;  it  has  always  been  thought 
right  in  one  person  to  take  some  notice  of 
what  has  been  communicated  by  another, 
though  perhaps  his  inferior,  either  in  words 
or  writing,  and  to  let  no  part  of  his  speech 
mr  letter  pass  without  some  answer.  If 
ttis,  my  Lords,  is  requisite  in  private  mat- 
ters, it  is  much  more  so  in  nSears  of  state, 
wherein  the  good  correspondence  that 
eobsists  betwixt  his  Majesty  and  his  par- 
liament is  the  principal  cause  of  our  go- 
vernment's maJcing  that  figure  both  at 
home  and  abroad  which  I  sludl  ^ways  de- 
sire it  should,  and  which,  I  hope,  it  always 
will.  The  noble  Lord  who  spoke  last  has, 
mv  Lords,  given  us  a  great  many  reasons 
wny  no  alteration  of  this  nietliod  ought  to 
be  made  at  present.  His  lordship  has  de- 
scribed, in  very  feeling  terms,  the  bad  situ- 
ation of  our  a^irs  both  at  home  and 

'  abroad :  and  though  I  can  by  no  means 
agree  with  the  noble  Lord  in  all  his  senti- 
ments, yet  I  think  that  the  more  desperate 
tmr  affiurs  are  our  proceedings  ought  to  be 
expressive  of  the  greater  duty  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  the  greater  unanimity  amonsst 
ourselves.  This,  my  Lords,  is  the  riffht, 
this  is  the  ready  wvrjr  to  extricate  oursdves 
out  of  all  our  dii»;ulties ;  whether  they 
proceed  from  the  mismanagement  of  those 
m,  or  the  practices  of  those  out  of  power. 
This  House,  my  Lords,  ought  to  be  of  no 
party;  if  the  public  councils  are  embar- 
rassed, if  the  af&irs  of  this  nation  are  in 
disorder,  we  ought  to  unite  our  endeavours 
to  retrieve  them ;  we  ought  to  make  that 
«ur  first  care ;  and  then  we  shall  have  lei- 

'  ture  enough  to  enquire  by  whose  misma- 
nagement, by  whose  treachery,  those  in- 
coQveniencies  have  happened.  . 
1    I  shall  readily  admit,  with  the  noble. 


DeiaU  in  the  Lords 
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lord,  that  Spain  has  never  yet  fiuled  to 
improve  every  advantage  she  has  obtained, 
to  our  prejudice ;  but  I  am  fiir  from  think- 
ing that  these  advantages  hove  been  owin{ 
to  the  management  of  our  present  ministrj. 
But,  be  that  as  it  vrill ;  if,  upon  this  occa- 
sion we  give  the  Spaniards  the  least  ground 
to  suspect  that  there  is  not  a  perfect  good 
understanding  betwixt  his  Majesty  and 
his  Parliament,  and  amongst  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Parliament,  we  give  them  the 
fairest  opportunity  Aey  ever  had  of  im- 
proving that  nusunderstuading  to  our  pre- 
judice. Then,  my  LordSj  and  it  cannot 
be  till  then,  we  may  &11  into  diat  con- 
tempt, that  disregaitl,  among  our  neigh- 
bours, which  the  noble  lord  has  describe. 
And  here,  my  Lords,  I  must  take  notice, 
that  the  most  obvious  and  natural  way,  bj 
which  any  of  our  neighboon  can  judige  k 
the  dispositions  of  this  nation  and  govern- 
nient,  is  by  what  passes  betwixt  his  Ma- 
jesty and  his  Rirliamait ;  and  nothing  cas 
give  them  ^preater  encouragement  than 
Uieir  observmg  that  we  have  put  such  t 
mark  of  disrespect  upon  his  Majesty,  ai 
to  take  no  notice  of  the  principal  trani- 
action  that  his  ministers  have  negociated 
since  last  session,  and  which  his  dfa^stj 
has  declared  he  will  order  to  belaidbeibn 
you.  With  the  &>aniards,  my  Lords,  it 
must  have  this  bad  effect,  that  they  wiH 
immediately  conclude,  Uie  Fuiiameot  of 
Great  Britain  is  resolved  to  condemn  this 
negociation  at  all  events.  Therefore  thej 
wifi  think  themselves  under  no  obligatioa 
to  perform  any  of  the  stipuladons  on  their 
part,  since  the  whole  must  be  ineffi^ctoal 
by  its  not  meeting  with  the  approbation  of 
iWliament.  This  notion,  my  Lords,  will 
give  them  greater  encouragement  than 
any  incident  that  can  happen  ;  for  if  the 
Convention  is  ineflfectual,  there  is  no  rea- 
son that  they  should  discontione  their  de- 
predation, there  is  no  obligation  for  them 
to  fulfil  their  engagements.  At  the  same 
time  they  have  nomine  to  apprdiend  from 
a  state  divided  withm  itself,  where  ^ 
Pariiament  in  a  manner  dedares  tfaattfaej 
are  resolved  not  to  be  satisfied  with  a  mea- 
sure which  has  been  judged  necessary  by 
the  sovereign  and  his  amninistration,  and 
declares  this  even  before  they  know  what 
the  measure  is.  My  Lord»,  give  me  leavs 
to  say,  that  our  agreeing  to  die  amend- 
ment must  necessarily  nave  this  eflect; 
aind,  in  that  case,  my  Lords,  Ishould  not 
be  at  all  suipriaed  if  this  alteratkm  in  the 
conduct  of  Spun  ahould  be  laqNited  to  the 
roiniftry; .  I  should  not-  be^  soipiwi  % 
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upon  tbeir  contiauaaoe  of  their  depreda^ 
tions,  imcm  their  seizing  the  «hijps  and 
e&cu  of  all  our  mercfaimto  in  their  ports 
or  on  their  seas*  we  should  hear  all  attri- 
buted to  the  mismanagement  of  the  mi- 
nistry, when,  in  reality,  it  would  be  owing 
to  nothing  but  to  our  own  prejudices, 
which  would  not  suffer  us  to  look  into  a 
measure  that  might  have  prevented  ^ 
these  consequences,  and  might  hi^ve  pro- 
bably put  tae  trade  and  interest  of  thia 
Dstion  op  a  sure  and  an  honourable  foun- 
dation. 

My  LordS)  if  I  should  follow  the  noble 
lord,  who  spoke  kst,  through  every  argu- 
ment he  advanced,  I  should  take  a  method 
which  I  have  already  blamed.  I  cannot 
however  help  observmg,  that  if,  as  the 
noble  lord  seemed  to  insinuate  we  ought 
to  do,  we  make  those  without  doors  not 
only  partners  but  judges  of  our  councils, 
we  are  then  in  a  dej^orable  situation  in- 
deed; we  may  then  bid  adieu  to  the  dig- 
nity,  to  the  mfluence  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament.  Not  that  I  am  for  disregard- 
ing the  sense  of  the  people ;  far  from  it,  I 
have  as  ^at  a  deference  for  their  judg- 
ment as  18  consistent  with  their  own  in- 
terest, or  as  I,  or  any  lord,  ought  to  have. 
But,  my  Lords,  it  should  be  always  under- 
stood that  the  cases,  wherein  their  judg- 
ment is  to  be  considted,  be  such  as  ml 
immediately  under  their  eye.  When  pri- 
vate property  is  invaded  by  power,  when 
their  own  rights  and  privileges  are  at^ 
tacked  and  violated,  and  when  any  noto- 
rious breach  is  made  in  the  constitution, 
the  people  from  being  parties  have  then  a 
right  to  become  judges,  in  case  they  are 
denied  all  redress  from  their  suoeriors  and 
representatives.  But  will  any  lord  affirm, 
that  the  sense  of  the  people,  or  rather  a 
faction  amongst  the  people,  ought  to  in- 
fluence, far  less  determine,  us  in  our  deli- 
beratifHis  about  affiUrs  of  which  the  people 
can  have  no  right  information,  and  which 
they  can  only  see  with  the  eyes  of  those 
irhose  interest  it  is  to  mislead  them. 

My  Lords,  the  right  to  make  peace  and 
^ar  is  indisputably  in  the  crown :  even 
the  Parliament  itself,  though  it  has  indeed 
a  right  to  advise,  has  none  to  direct  in 
such  cases;  and  if  ever  there  was  a  case 
in  which  the  people  could  not  receive  right 
information,  if  ever  there  was  a  juncture 
|n  which  they  were  inc^>able  to  receive  it, 
tt  b  the  present,  wherein  the  success  of 
m  councils  in  a  great  measure  depend  on 
ue  secrecy,  with  which  they  are  formed, 
sad  irherem  the  piinds  of  the  people  are 


debauched  by  the  vilest  insimiatioes  th* 
faction  could  suggest.  No  pains  have 
been  spar^  no  arts  have  been  wanting  ta 
make  them  believe  that  they  have  beem 
weakly  and  wickedly  ^Qvemed.  Defa- 
matory libels  have  been  industriously,  and 
I  am  afraid  too  sucoeBsfuUy,  propagated 
throueh  all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Majesty 
itself  nas  been  attacked  through  the  sides 
of  the  ministry ;  in  short,  no  order  how- 
ever sacred,  no  degree  however  high,  haa 
been  exempted  from  insult.  Can  a|>eople^ 
my  Lords,  whose  hearts  are  tlius  de- 
bauched, whose  judgments  are  thus  per- 
verted, decide  with  wat  impartiality,  widi 
that  candour,  which  is  requisite  in  judg- 
in|^  of  public  affiurs?  My  Lords,  if  the 
ministry  has  been  deficient  in  any  poini 
of  their  duty,  it  is  in  the  indulgeno* 
they  have  shewn  to  that  spirit  of  licend- 
ousness  and  defamation  that  has  gon^' 
abroad.  But'  diis  indulgence  proi^eda  ' 
from  a  tenderness  for  liberty ;  and  thia 
government  has  ever  been  cautious  of 
suppressing  licentiousness,  either  in  speak* 
ing  or  wnting,  lest  liberty  itself  saould 
suffer. 

The  noble  lord  was  ideased  to  appeal  to 
the  young  lords  lately  come  from  their- 
travels,  when  he  mentioned  the  con^mpt 
which  this  court  and  nation  are  fallen  inta 
abroad.  My  Lords,  if  this  fact  is  so  noto*' 
rious,  as  the  noble  lord  seemed  to  suppose, 
very  probably  it  would  be  no  secret  to 
every  lord  in  this  House ;  but  I  owa  it  is  so 
to  me.  For  though  I  have  had  thehonour 
of  conversing  with  the  lords  who  have 
seen  the  other  courts  of  Europe,  and  with 
men  who  have  had  great  opportunities  of 
knowing  the  situation  of  affiurs  abroad, 
yet  I  never  heard  them  insinuate  that  we 
were  so  despicable  in  the  eyes  of  foreigs 
courts  as  the  noble  lord  has  represented  ua 
to  be.  If,  my  Lords,  we  are  to  judge  oi 
the  figure  we  make  abroad  from  the  emecta 
which  our  councils  have  lately  had,  I  will 
be  bold  to  say,  that  there  is  no  period  of 
time  wherein  Uie  character  of  the  nation 
in  general  has  been  better  sustained.  But, 
my  Lords,  I  shall  for  once  admit  that  our 
court  and  nation  do  not  act  with  that  de- 
cisive weight  which  formerly  attended  our 
councils  and  arms ;  yet  I  am  fiur  from  ad- 
mitting that  this  is  a  good  argument  wkr 
we  ought  to  agree  to  Uie  pro|^>sed  amend- 
ment. If  our  credit  and  repuUttion  run  sa 
low  abroad,  we  have  much  stronger  pre» 
sumptions  to  brieve  that  this  is  owing 
rather  to  thie  arts  of  a  discontented  fac« 
tion  among  ourselves,  than  to  our  goverur 
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aediig  hAom  ifli  digniCy.  I  sbaB 
iuppoie  thttt  ft  foreigiiery  my  Lords,  reads 
the  perfonnanoes  otiKie  of  our  weeJdy  re^ 
ttulm  of  scandal  ftoddefimiatton:  hettiere 
aoes  the  govemmeiit  represented  in  the 
moatridiettloos  colours;  he  sees  our  most 
public-spirited  measures  burlesqued;  he 
sees  every  man  who  has  the  honour  to  be 
about  his  Majesty's  person,  openly  railed 
al  and  cahiinniated.  What  ccmclusions 
asaynoC  such  a  foreigner  form?  If  he  is 
ignorant,  as  many  foreigners  are,  of  the 
irast  liberty  which  every  subject  in  Great 
Britain  enjoys  in  publishing  his  thoughts 
npon  pubhc  transactions,  is  it  not  natural 
for  him  to  conclude,  that  our  goyemment 
is  so  weak  that  it  dares  not  resent  such 
gross  abuses?  If  he  looks  upon  us  as  a 
fNNiple  governed  by  lawsi  which  circum* 
aeribenot  only  the  power  of  the  sovereign, 
but  likewise  bound  the  liberty  of  the  sub- 
ject, wfll  he  not  naturally  be  sunprized  that 
the  government  should  not  take  the  ad- 
vantage of  these  laws,  and  punish  those 
who  so  notoriously  violate  them?  Thus, 
iiiy  Lords,  the  reasons  why  we  ere  fallen 
into  contempt  abroad,  if  such  a  fact  were 
true,  may  be  very  easily  accounted  for, 
without  throwing  any  slur  upon  our  go- 
vernment or  ministry. 

If,  my  Lords,  the  fiict  is  otherwise,  as  I 
hunU>]y  presume  it  is ;  if  we  still  act  with 
d^nity,  if  we  still  act  with  weight  at  ^o^ 
fogn  courts,  the  ministry  have  done  more, 
by  Dearing  up  against  so  many  disadvan- 
tages, than  any  set  of  men  who,  so  far  as 
my  reading  or  experience  reach,  ever 
acted  in  p«mlic  characters  :  and  this,  my 
Lords,  will  be  sufficient  in  every  imjmrtial, 
in  every  unpreiudiced  eve,  to  acquit  them 
of  any  imputation  of  their  sacrificing  the 
honour  or  this  nation,  either  from  public 
Cowardice  or  private  interest.  I  have,  my 
Lords,  been  the  longer  on  this  point,  be- 
eause  I  know  the  opinion  of  our  being  pu- 
sillanimous and  contemptible  at  foreign 
courts  has  been  very  inaustriously  propa- 
gated, with  the  worst  of  views ;  and 
wough  I  dare  say  the  noble  lord  who 
apoke  last  touched  upon  it  with  the  best 
intention  in  the  world,  yet  it  is  very  pro- 
bable that  he  may  be  misinformea  him- 
srif,  and  I  ain  glad  of  this  oppoitunity  to 
let  his  lordship  know,  that  the  opinion  of 
our  being  ht^in  such  contempt  abroad, 
ii  not  near  so  general  as  some  would  insi- 
Buale. 

Tfat  rioble  lord,  who  spoke  first  for  the 
Amendment,  thr^  out  several  things  that 
\  tef  serve  as  the  ibundation  of  what 


was  advanced  by  the  noble  lord  who  spoke 
last.  His  lordship  said,  that  the  nstdi 
betwixt  the  Spaniards  and  as  was  by  oo 
means  equal  in  the  cabinet  My  Lords,  i 
believe  it  will  be  very  hard  for  the  no- 
ble lord,  from  what  appears  upon  the 
fiuth  of  hb  Majesty's  speech,  to  prore 
that  a  people  who  disown  their  unjust  pro- 
ceedings, who  have  engaged  to  pay  da- 
mages, who  have  agreed  to  remove  all  oc- 
casion of  the  like  compLiints  for  the  fu- 
ture, have  outwitted  those  with  whom  they 
treated ;  it  will  be  a  very  difficult  mstter, 
my  Lords,  to  prove  that  these  stipulatioos 
are  any  marks  of  victory  and  triuinph* 
The  noble  lord  who  spoke  last,  however, 
reasoning  from  such  unlikely  suppositioo, 
said,  that  tliis  convention,  shameful  as  it  is 
(though,  by  the  bye,  his  lordship  was  do( 
pleased  to  give  any  one  positive  ressoD 
why  he  thought  it  shameful)  was  bat  the 
prelude  to  more  scandalous  terms.  My 
Lords,  there  is  no  doubt  that  one  nation, 
who  has  difierences  with  another,  will  do 
all  she  can  to  have  these  differences  ac- 
commodated in  the  manner  that  is  most 
advantageous  to  herself;  and  if  she  finds 
herself  superior  in  force  to  the  contending 
nation,  she  will  impose  terms  upon  ber 
not  strictly  agreeable  to  justice:  nay,  is 
such  a  case,  if,  afler  the  conclusion  of  erco 
an  equiti^le  treaty,  she  shall  find  tbst  it 
is  her  interest  to  break  through  her  stipu- 
lations, it  is  very  possible  she  vnU  hare  rcry 
little  regard  to  the  tiesof  equity  and  honour. 
But  can  any  lord  say,  that  either  of  these 
is,  or  absolutely  will  be,  the  case  betwixt 
GreatBritatn  and  Spain?  Nolord,whodoes 
not  know  what  the  convention  is,  can  say 
that  it  is  advantageous  to  Spnin ;  there- 
fore he  cannot  regularly  object  to  it,  till 
it  is  communicated  to  U)e  House.  No 
lord,  I  am  sure,  will  contend  that  ^Minis 
so  far  superior  to  us  in  force,  as  to  be  in  a 
condition  to  impose  upon  us  her  ova 
terms ;  and  if  any  circumstance,  any  sc- 
eident,  shall  hereailer  happen  that  shall 
put  it  in  her  power  to  vidi^  her  ftith  with 
unpunity,  give  me  leave  to  say,  my  Lords, 
that  it  is  not  quite  a  finr  way  c^  reasoning 
to  impute  diat  to  the  English  ministry: 
for*the  same  argument  may  serve  eqosU/ 
agamst  al!  treatmg  whatsoever,  smce  it  ^ 
impossible  to  foresee  contingencies,  I 
would  willinriy  put  it  to  any  of  your  lord- 
ships, whether,  if  the  French  should 
avowedly,  and  without  so  much  as  a  colour 
of  justice,  break  any  or  all  the  8tq>ali* 
tions  contuned  in  treaties  betwixt  us  and 
tiiam^itwoi;U  be  just  iir  thia  Houie  «» 
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Uame  tad  to  reproach  the  miiiiaCnr  who 
made  these  treatiot?  MiniHerByinyLordf, 
are  oely  accouDtable  foi^  the  prudence  and 
expediency  of  their  own  measures,  and 
not  for  circumstancea  ariging  poaterior  to 
these  meaaureay  nor  the  fai^leaa  conduct 
of  other  people*  Upon  the  whole,  there- 
fore, I  do  not  see  upon  what  grounda  the 
Qoble  lord  can  foretel  that  thia  convention 
is  a  prelude  to  more  scandalous  concea- 
sloQs,  unleaa  his  lordship  aupposea  that  the 
Spaniards  have  entered  into  engagementa, 
which,  though  they  puhlidy  ratify,  they 
secretly  purpose  to  break.  But,  my 
Lords,  if  thia  convention  ahall  appear  to 
^  a  good  one,  as  we  have  all  the  rouon  in 
the  world  to  believe  it  is,  give  me  leave  to 
say,  that  our  ministera  are  not  answerable 
for  any  secret  resolution  which  the 
Spaniards  may  have  made  to  break  it,  or 
any  unforeaeen  contingency  that  may 
hereafter  encourage  them  to  evade  it. 

What  I  have  aaid  on  this  head  will,  my 
Lords,  I  hope,  obviate  what  fell  from  the 
noble  lord  who  spoke  last,  when  he  repre- 
sented the  English  as  in  the  last  agonies 
of  tlieir  liberty.  I  own,  my  Lords,  that 
expression  presented  to  mv  imagination 
the  raost  disagreeable  idea  that  can  possi- 
bly occur  to  any  man  who  feels  the  least 
affection  for  his  country.  But  my  com- 
fort is,  that  the  liberties  of  England  are 
safe^  while  we  ourselves  have  courage  and 
honesty  enough- to  unite  in  their  defence. 
The  liberties  of  England,  my  Lords,  can 
only  be  loet  by  the  treachery  of  a  Action 
within  ouraelvea,  who  are  resolved  rather 
to  give  them  up,  than  to  forego  the  dar- 
ling schemes  hatched  by  their  ambition 
and  nursed  by  revenge.  And,  ray  Lords, 
as  the  noble  lord  said  very  justly,  that  no 
lord  who  wished  well  to  his  country  could 
bean  unconcerned  spectator  while  it  is 
endangered  by  a  foreign  power,  I  dare 
eav,  no  such  lord  wiU  look  tamely  on 
while  ita  libertiea  are  aacrificed  to  a  do- 
mestic faction.  The  only  meana  of  secur- 
ing them  against  both  the  one  and  the 
other,  is,  by  following  his  Majesty's  ad- 
vice, which  you  have  just  now  heara  from 
the  throne,  in  avoiding  all  party-heats  and 
animosities.  This  is  the  way  to  prevent 
all  the  fatal  consequences  that  have  been 
«u^e8ted  by  the  noble  lord,  and  to  de- 
pnve  the  enemies  of  this  nation  of  the  only 
means  they  can  employ  to  our  hurt.  But, 
my  Lords,  what  an  unhappy  omen  woidd 
it  be  of  our  divisions,  if,  upon  the  very 
first  day  of  our  seaalon,  we  should,  without 
paying  the  least  deference  to  the  royal 
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advice,  and  before  we  lodied  into  the 
measures  which  the  wisdom  of  his  Majesty 
and  his  ministry  has  thought  proper  to 
pursue  for  the  interest  of  this  kingdom, 
I  say,  if  we  should  refuse  even  to  thank 
his  Majesty  for  his. endeavours  to  procure 
justice  and  reparation  to  the  nation ! 

My  Lords,  the  noble  duke  who  spoke 
on  the  same  side  I  now  rise  up  for,  so 
fully  pointed  out  the  expediency  and  fit- 
ness of  this  address  at  this  itincture,  that  I 
have  very  little  to  add  to^hat  was  said  by 
his  grace.  I  shall  only  bee  leave  as  a 
further  inducement  to  your  lordships  for 
agreeing  to  the  address  without  the  amend* 
ment,  to  observe,  that  the  most  ready 
means  of  disappohiting  the  Spaniards,  in 
case  they  vainly  entertain  any  hopes 
of  being  able  to  impose  dishononraole 
terms  upon  this  nation,  is  by  our  acting 
unanimously,  since  their  hopes  can  be 
founded  oniv  on  our  divisions.  M^  Lords, 
I  do  not  only  mean  unanimously  in  a  par- 
liamentary sense,  but  unanimously  m  a 
national  one ;  that  is,  we  ought,  as  sub- 
jects as  well  as  members,  to  act  in  concert 
with  his  Majesty  and  his  ministry ;  for  if 
our  common  enemies  shall  find  that  there 
is  a  misuiiderstandinff  betwixt  the  legisla- 
ture, or  any  part  of  the  legishiture,  and 
the  crown,  they  can  make  greater  advan- 
tages of  such  a  division  than  of  any  other 
Nay,  my  Lords,  give  me  leave  to  say, 
that  the  dispositions  with  which  we  enter 
upon  this  amur,  when  it  shall  be  laid  before 
us,  ought  to  be  such  as  may  incline  us  to  * 
i^pport  his  Maiesty's  measures,  even 
though  they  should  not  appear,  to  some  of 
us,  to  answer  all  the  ends  which  the  roost 
vigorous  and  sanguine  may  have  proposed 
to  themselves* 

I  know,  my  Lords,  it  is  «ven  out  by  some 
that  we  ought  not  only  tonave it  stipulated 
tliat  the  losses  of  our  merchants  shall  be 
repaired,  but  that  the  Spanish  monarch 
sliall  pay  for  tlie  expences  we  have  been  at 
in  our  armaments  upon  this  occasion.  My 
Lords,  such  an  insinuation  can  be  madle 
only  by  those  who  are  so  much  the  enemies 
of  peace,  that  they  will  make  use  of  the  vilest, 
\  the  most  unreasonable  suggestions  to  ob- 
struct it^  One  nation's  paying  for  the  ex- 
pences another  has  been  at  in  her  arma-  ' 
ments  to  obtain  justice,  is  a  thing  that  is 
very,  seldom  cither  insisted  oh  or  Obtained. 
There  are  indeed  some  very  few  instances 
wherein  an  enraged  conqueror,  whose 
enemy  is  at  his  mercy,  has  obliged  that 
enemy  to  refund  soitie  small  part  of  the  ex- 
pences he  has  been  at ;  but  1  can  defy  aiMr 
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I  to  riiflv  me  an  matniM  mbmrnn  obb 
nalioii  baft  obtained  not  odIjt  all  tlie  ends 
of  her  aroiing^  without  atrikng  a  blow,  but 
has  procured  liketnae  a  rehnbuiwaient  of 
the  expences  she  has  been  at.  In  such 
an  event,  m^Lordsy  it  is  always  understood, 
that  the  giving  up  the  points  in  diqwte  is 
satisfaction  enough.  In  the  present  case 
we  put  the  crown  of  Spain  to  at  least  as 
much  diarges  as  we  were  at,  1  am  credibly 
informed  to  double*  As  soon  as  an  ao* 
count  arrived  there  that  oar  souadron  was 
fitted  out,  she  gave  orders  for  tortifjring  all 
her  coast-towns,  for  fitting  out  all  the  rains 
in  her  ports,  and  incieasme  oonriderafaly 
her  forces  both  by  sea  and  hmd.  This, 
my  Lords,  ought  to  be  satisfaction  enough 
to  us  for  the  expence  of  our  armament ; 
and  had  we  insii^ed  on  having  any  other 
sfitisfiustion,  we  must  have  given  her  and 
all  Europe  to  understand  that  we  were  re- 
solved  to  be  satisfied  with  nothing  less  than 
a  war.  There  are  several  noble  lords  here, 
I  believe,  who  may  remember  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht.  I  would 
gladly  appeal  to  their  lordshios,  whether 
we  then  insisted  upon  France's  paying  to 
us  upwards  of  fifty  millions  for  the  ex* 
pences  we  had  beien  at  in  the  war  then 
ended.  And  yet,  my  Lords,  that  war  was 
just  and  necessary.  It  was  undertaken  to 
preserve  all  that  was  valuable  and  dear  to 
us,  both  as  men  and  Engli^men,  and  it 
was  oonducted  with  as  much  .glory  to  this 
nation  as  any  war  ever  was  to  any  nation. 
I  should  be  glad  to  know  of  the  same  noble 
Lords,  wheuer  the  Dutch  insisted  on  any 
such  reparation,  though  their  motives  of 
entering  into  that  war  were  as  just  as  ours; 
and  they  were  perhaps  less  able  to  be  at 
the  expences  or  that  war  Uian  En^and 
was.  So  that,  my  Lords,  I  say,  the  sug- 
gestion of  our  being  refunded  all  our  late 
expences  by  Spain,  is  only^  in  order  to 
make  a  war  with  that  crown  mevitable,  and 
is  calculated  only  to  serve  the  private 
views  of  an  interested  party  among  our- 
selves. 

I  shall  now,  take  the  liberty  to  observe 
to  yourlordships,  that  a  noble  lord  seemed 
to  li^  a  particular  emphasis  upon  the  re> 
sentment  which  his  lordship  supposed  that 
the  minister  of  France  would  snew,  if  any 
power  in  Europe  should  talk  of  a  right  to 
search  French  ships  on  the  open  seas. 
His  lordship's  expression  was  remarlodile ; 
he  said,  that  minister  would  not  permit 
any  ambassador,  who  durst  talk  at  that 
•rate,  to  enter  his  tenth  aniicliamber  of 
state,    My  Lords,  I  have  a  very  great 
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opinion  of  Ae  Aeadi    mUslei^  wii- 
dom;  I  am  Kkewise  senriUe  of  iIm  vast 
power  and  iaterest  of  his  sovereign :  but 
give  me  leave  to  inform  your  lordshms, 
that   this   poarerfid  monvch^  that   tlus 
wise  minister  have  sufleied  F^endi  ves- 
sdb  to  be  seixed  and  confiscated  hj  the 
crown  and  subjects  of  Spaisy   and 
have  never  thought  fit  to 
Nay,  my  Lords^  to  my  oerta 
Vr&adi  vessels  have  been  taken  by 
Spaniards  wUh  more  aggravating  drcum- 
stancesy  and  with  less  colour  oif  I 
than  a^Mt  have  happened  to  any  I 
vessel.    That  minister,  my  Lords,  ngbtly 
considered,  that  to  have  gone  to  war  npon 
representations  fiiHu  one  side  only,  woold 
have  been  both  impofitic  and  unjurt.    He 
considered,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  all  the 
treaties  which    regulate   the    American 
trade,  that  the  Spanish  pn^perty  m  the 
West-Indies  ought  to  be  sacred,  inviolate 
by  any  other  powei^    And  that  to  have 
reclaimed  one  shipi  ^ough  perhaps  un- 
juftly  condemned,  might  have  brought  on 
an   enquiry   into  the   abuses  committed 
by   other  French    traders-  in    America, 
and  so  in  the   estd  have  oecasioiied  a 
breach  betwixt  the  two  crowns.     And 
here,  my  Lords,  I  cannot  but  observe  the 
excellency  of  our  constitution,  and  tiie 
tenderness  of  our  government  for  Ae  ri^ts 
of  the  subject.    In  other  countries,  my 
Lords,  the  property  of  the  subject  is  often 
sacrificed  to  the  politics  of  the  govemmoit ; 
but   in  this  kingdom  the  ffovemment  is 
obliged  to  be  the  guardian  of  that  propeity, 
and  no  subject,  however  mean  his  proper^ 
is,  can  have  it  taken  firom  him  by  any  mi- 
nistry, or  by  any  power.    This  excel- 
lency in  our  constitution  has,  my  Lords, 
been  of  singular  use  to  our  merdiants 
upon  this  occasicm,  and  they  have  enjoyed 
thebenefit  of  it  to  its  full  extent.    I  liope, 
inj  Lords,  no  bad  use  has  been  made  of 
this  indulffence:   I  hope  our  merchaots 
have  not  been  made  the  tools  of  a  Ac- 
tion  amongst  ourselves,  nor  have   sig- 
gravated  their  losses  in  older  to  raise  a  ch* 
mour  against  the  government,  which  has 
been  so  very  &vourable,  so  very  indul- 
gentto  all  their  chums.    I  hope  &rther, 
my  Lords,  and  I  prssome  my  hopes  are 
wdl  founded,  that  every  lord  here,  who 
si>eaks  in  this  debate,  is  as  wdl  acquamted 
wkh  the  nature  of  the  grievances  com- 
phunedof  by  Spain,  as  he  isof  thosewhidi 
our  merchants  complain  of.  If  we  are  not, 
mv  Lords,  if  we  hear  all  only  on  one  side 
orthe  question,  if  we  are  so  partial  to  oor- 
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sflbiBB  as  lo  be  willing  to 
the  otber,  I  do  ttel  Me  hew  we  cancer 
form  a  r^t  judgmem,  even  after  the  eoD-> 
fentioii  is  r^ulariy  communicated  to  tUs 
Housdb  At  preaenti  my  Lords,  we  are 
undfer  Terr  jpeat  UBcertainty  $  for  we 
•re  bet  only  ignorant  with  regard  to  the 
temiB  of  the  convention^  but  we  are  ig- 
Dorant  of  the  previous  steps  that  were 
taken  to  bring  it  about,  and  of  the  difficul- 
ties that  the  ministry  had  tosurmountbe- 
five  it  could  be  concluded.  I  am  ignorant 
of  them  mvsdfy  my  Lords;  but  perhaps 
wiien  the  House  shall  be  informed  of  thon^ 
SI  diay  will  probably  be  m  the  coiurse  of 
the  debate  that  may  arise  when  the  con* 
rention  is  laid  before  us,  lords  may  change 
their  sentiments  about  this  measure,  how- 
ever they  are  now  prejudioed  acainst  it 
For  these  reasons,  my  Lords,  I  think  it  is 
estremdy  imnroper  lor  us  to  agree  to  any 
amendment  or  the  address  proposed  by  the 
noUe  duke  who  npoke  first,  and  that,  if  we 
theuUagree  to  the  Amendment  proposed 
by  the  ^oble  knd,  we  must  do  it  for  rea- 
Mms  which,  howerer  ther  may  aiSect  some 
Lords,  can  never  be  evident,  can  never  be 
Mtisfiictory  to  us  as  a  part  of  the  legislature. 

Lord  Carteret  .♦ 

My  Lords;  I  hope^  from  the  whole 
tenour  of  my  conduct  both  without  doors 
sod  witbm,  it  has  appeared,  that  no  man 
has  a  greater  affection  for  his  sovereign, 
or  b  more  sensible  of  his  duty  towards 
him,  than  I  am;  but  this  is  to  be  testified, 
and  I  shall  always  endeavour  to  shew  it, 
byteHinff  him  tlie  troth.  By  what  is  said 
in  sn  A&ress,  upon  any  suoi  occasion  as 
the  present,  we  are  not,  it  is  true,  pre- 
cluded from  giving  our  sentiments  fireeiy, 
or  even  firom  censuring  afterwards,  what 
we  amy  seem  to  have  approved  of  in  our 
Address:  but  this  is  not  enough :  in  all 
tudi  Addresses,  we  oua^t  either  to  make 
genehd  pfofiessions  on^  of  our  a&ction 
and  dtttv,  or,  if  we  descend  to  particulars, 
we  ouflAt  to  have  a  twofold  view.  By 
deioenSing  into  particulars  upon  such  oc- 
cttions,  we  ought  to  have  a  view  of  shew- 
ng  to  his  Majesty  the  sense  of  his  people, 
um  to  the  people  the^sense  of  this  House. 
Therefore,  we  ouffht  never  to  sa^  any 
thing  that  may  tend  to  make  his  Majesty 
believei  that  his  people  are  satisfied,  when 
erery  Lord  in  this  House  knows  the  con- 
tnry  to  be  true;  nor  ought  we  to  say  any 
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thing,  that  may  make  the  people  mistdce 
the  senuments  of  this  House. 

The  whole  naticm,  my  Lords,  have  now 
their  eyes  fixed  upon  the  Parliament; 
they  have  been  greaUy  injured,  they  have 
loudly  complained;  and  it  is  from  the 
Parliament  only  they  expect  relief.  Shall 
we,  my  Lords,  bv  our  Address  upon  this 
occasion,  make  his  Majesty  believe,  that 
his  people  are  satisfied  with  what  has 
been  done  \  Shall  we  make  the  people  be- 
lieve, that  we  are  satisfied  \  The  very 
thought  would  throw  such  a  damp  upon 
their  spirits,  as  would  make  them  de^air 
of  any  legal  relief;  and  what  might  be  the 
&tal  consequences  of  such  a  despair,  God 
only  can  tell;  for  fiitid  thev  must  be,  let  it 
take  what  turn  it  wilL  If  they  sit  down 
tamelyj  and  only  groan  under  the  weight 
of  sorrow  thev  iSel,  we  have  broke,  w^ 
have  undone  the  spirit  of  our  people ;  we 
have  made  them  nt  for  slavery  and  aibw 
trarv  power.  But  this,  I  hop^,  will  not 
be  toe  consequence ;  the  people  of  £ng* 
land  will  su&r,  they  have  sufiered  a  great 
deal ;  but  they  will  not  sufier  too  much. 
If  care  be  not  taken  m  time,  if  some  sea* 
sonid^le  relief  be  not  speedily  administered, 
our  dominions  wiU  be  dismembered.  They 
will  be  dismembered ;  but  thev  can  be 
dismembered  by  the  sword  only ;  for  if 
those  who  ffovem  us,  do  not  nuuce  use  of 
the  sword  ror  their  defence,  the  people 
will  turn  it.  against  them :  so  that  oy 
avoiding,  wisely,  as  some  amongst  us  may 
think,  a  foreign  war,  we  may  involve  our- 
selves in  the  worst  of  all  wars,  a  civil  one ; 
and  by  being  too  much  afiraid  of  invasions, 
we  may  expose  ourselves  to  what  is  much 
worse,  a  general  insurrection. 

We  have  of  late  years,  mv  Lords,  suf- 
fered many  indignities ;  we  nave  long  suf- 
fered. Our  people,  from  a  consciousness 
of  their  own  str^igth,  as  well  as  firom  the 
resolutions  of  both  Houses,  last  session  ^ 
Parliament,  expected,  that  before  this 
time,  full  reparation,  and  absolute  security 
would  have  been  procured  by  peaceable 
means,  or  that  a  proper  use  would  have 
been  made  of  the  aids  so  cheerfiilly  granted 
last  session,  fi»r  procuring  it  by  force  of 
arms.  And  now  what  have  we  got  \  A 
Treaty,  a  Convention,  by  which,  we  mqr 
see,  from  what  his  Miyestr  has  told  us  of 
it,  that  we  have  got  no  security,  and,  I 
am  afraid,  little  or  no  reparation.  As  for 
the  reparation  we  have  obtained,  if  any,  I 
shall  say  nothing  of  it,  till  I  can  see,  froQi 
the  treaty  itself,  what  it  is;  but  as  for,  our 
future  security,  every  man  may  aae^  fran 
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whal  bu  Majesty  has  told  us,  that  it  will  be 
rendered  more  precarious  than  ever  it  was 
heretofore. 

While  our  ships,  ray  Lords,  continue  to 
be  searched,  while  any  nation  in  the  world 
dares  pretend  to  search  a  British  ship  upon 
the  open  seas,  we  can  have  no  security, 
we  can  have  no  free  trade,  nor  any  sate 
navigation..  No  Search,  my  Lords,  is  the 
word  with  every  man  in  the  kingdom.  It 
ought  to  have  begun  among  those  about 
the  throne ;  but  wherever  it  began,  it  is 
now  echoed  and  re*echoed  from  every 
comer  of  the  British  dominions ;  and  shall 
we  seem  to  insinuate  to  his  Majesty,  that 
he  may  be  satisfied ;  shall  we  seem  to  inti- 
mate to  the  people,  that  they  ought  to  be 
satisfied,  with  referring  such  a  point  as 
this  to  be  regulated  by  plenipotentiaries, 
or  ministers  of  any  denomination  ?  My 
Lords,  it  ought  to  have  been  insisted  on  as 
a  preliminary  even  to  treating.  We  ought 
not  to  have  so  much  as  began  to  treat, 
till  this  of  no  search  had  been  granted  to 
us.  In  all  negociations  there  are  some 
points,  that  ought  to  be  settled  before  any 
equal  Treaty  can  be  set  on  foot.  The 
Dutch,  even  in  the  infancy  of  their  state, 
would  not  so  much  as  begin  to  treat  of  a 
short  truce  with  Spain,  till  the  Spaniards 
agreed  to  treat  with  them  as  a  free  nation ; 
and  at  the  treaty  of  Munster,  after  a  war 
of  near  seventy  years  continuance,  with 
very  little  interruption,  they  would  not  so 
much  as  begin  to  treat,  till  Spain  agreed  to 
declare  them  a  free  commonwealth.  Can 
we  pretend  to  be  a  fi'ce  natii^n,  as  long  as 
Spain  claims  a  right  to  search  our  ships 
upon  the  high  seas  ?  Will  any  of  our  mi- 
msters  dare  to  ncprociate  with  them  about 
such  a  right  ?  Will  any  minister  or  pleni- 
potentiary presume  to  grant  it,  under  any 
regulation  whatsoever  ? 

Such  a  right,  my  Lords,  had  never  been 
claimed,  if  we  had,  at  the  beginning,  un- 
derstood what  we  were  al^out.  It  is  a  dif- 
ficulty we  have  puzzled  ourselves  into,  by 
not  understanding  the  difference  between 
searching  and  visitinf",  nor  between  con- 
traband and  prohibited  goods.  If  we  had 
understood  this,  and  had  at  first  properly 
explained  what  we  were  entitled  to  by  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  the  treaties  subsisting 
between  the  two  crowns,  Spain -would 
never  have  pretended  to  search  our  ships, 
upon  the  open  seas,  in  any  part  of  the 
world.  Contraband  goods,  properly  speak- 
ing, are  only  those  goods  which  are  used, 
or  useful  in  war ;  and  as  every  nation  that 
ia  at  war  with  any  of  her  neignbours,  pre- 
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tends  to  a  right,  not  to  aDow  sudi  coods  to 
be  carried  to  an  enemy's  port,  merefore 
every  nation  pretends  to  a  right  to  ^kk 
such  ships  as  she  meets  with  at  aea,  ia 
order  to  see  whether  they  are  bound  to  an 
enemy's  port,  and  have  any  such  goods  on 
board.  Prohibited  goods,  again,  are  those 
which,  by  the  \a,vfs  of  any  particular  coun- 
try, are  rorbid  to  be  imported  or  exported; 
and  every  nation  pretends  to  a  right  to 
search  those  ships  tnat  come  into  her  ports, 
in  order  to  see  that  they  have  no  goods 
on  board  which  are  forbid  to  be  imported, 
apd  Kkewise  to  search  those  ships  tnat  are 
going  out,  in  order  to  see  that  they  have 
no  goods  on  board,  which  are  foibia  to  be 
exported. 

rhis,  my  Lords,  is  the  difference  be- 
tween contraband  and  prohibited  goods, 
when  the  two  terms  are  properly  and  dis- 
tinctlv  Used :  and,  the  diffi*rence  between 
searching  and  visiting  is  this ;  searching  is 
always  in  port,  and  never  on  thehigh  seas ; 
visiting  is  always  on  the  hi^  seas,  and 
never  in  port.  When  a  ship  in  port  is 
searched,  the  search  must  be  made  oy  the 
proper  officer,  and  in  a  legal  manner: 
when  a  ship  on  the  high  seas  is  visited,  she 
ought  to  be  visited  according  to  the  me- 
thoid  usually  prescribed  by  treaty,  which  is 
thus :  when  a  man  of  war  of  one  country 
meets  in  the  high  seas  a  niercliant«bip  of 
another  country,  tlie  man  of  war  is  not  to 
approach  the  merchant-ship  nearer  than 
cannon  shot,  but  may  sena  out  his  boat 
with  an  officer  and  two  or  three  men  only, 
to  whom  the  master  of  the  merchant-ship 
is  to  shew  his  bills  of  lading,  and  to  these 
bilU  of  lading  the  man  of  war  is  to  give 
entire  credit.  Even  when  it  appears  by 
the  bills  of  lading,  that  she  is  boond  to  an 
enemy's  port,"  and  has  contraband  goods 
on  board,  such  goods  only  are  to  be  seised 
and  confiscated.  From  hence  it  must  ap- 
pear, that  no  nation  in  the  world  can  have 
a  pretence  for  searching  the  ships  of  ano- 
ther upon  the  high  seas ;  and  much  leei 
for  condemning  and  confiscating  the  ship 
and  whole  cargo,  on  account  m  her  hav- 
ing contraband  or  prohibited  goods  oa 
board ;  and  therefore  it  was  ridiciuous  ever 
to  allow  the  word  contraband,  or  the  woid 
prohibited,  to  enter  into  the  dispute  be- 
tween Spain  and  us. 

Spain,  my  Lords,  may  forbid  the  impor- 
tation of  any  sort  of  goods  she  pleases  mto 
her  own  dominions,  or  she  may  forbid  the 
exportation  of  any  goods  she.  pleases  out 
of  her.  own.dominions ;  and  auch  goodi 
may  be  called,  and  may  be^  aaiaed  as  pn^ 


9213 


on  ike  Addreif  of  Tkanks. 


A.  D.  17S9. 


[9tB 


hibited  goods,  when  found  aboard  any  ship 
in  her  own  poiix.  Bat  Spain  can  rorbid 
the  importation  or  exportation  of  no  sort 
of  goods  into  or  out  of  any  part  of  the 
British  dominions ;  nor  can  she  foibid  the 
tsansportation  of  any  sort  of  goods  from 
one  part  of  the  British  dominions  to  ano« 
ther.  On  board  a  British  ship  bound  from 
one  part  of  the  British  dominions  to  ano^ 
ther,  there  can  be  no  goods  that  Spain  can 
call  either  prohibited  or  contraband.  We 
can  never  admit  of  any  such  thing :  if  we 
do,  we  can  carry  on  no  trade  in  America. 
No  Briti^  ship  can  trade  there,  but  what 
must  have  on  board  seme  such  goods  as  the 
Spaniards  call  contraband  or  prohibited. 
Spanish  pistoles  and  pieces  of  eipht  are 
the  current  coin  of  all  our  plantations ;  a 
coin  which  is  often  brought  tliere,  even  by 
the  Spaniards  themselves:  cocoa  is  the 
production  of  Jamaica  as  well  as  New 
Spain;  and  logwood  grows  both  in  Ja- 
maica and  Providence  ;  so  that  though  wh 
should  give  up  our  right  to  the  bay  of 
Campeachy,  which,  I  hope,  notwithstand- 
ing our  present  submissive  temper,  we 
shall  not  do;  yet  we  cannot  allow  the 
Spaniards  to  seize  our  ships,  on  account  of 
their  having  such  wood  on  board. 

But  suppose,  my  Lords,  we  were  to  al- 
low of  what  they  call  prohibited  goods. 
Suppose  we  were  to  allow,  that  none  of 
our  ships  sailing  in  the  American  seas 
ought  to  have  such  goods  on  board ;  yet, 
surely,  we  are  not  to  allow  them,  upon 
this  account,  to  search  our  ships  on  the 
high  seas,  and  to  confiscate  ship  and  cargo, 
and  hnprison  and  maltreat  tne  seamen^ 
when  they  find  such  goods  on  board.  The 
most  they  could  even  in  this  case  pretend 
to,  would  be  to  visit  /)ur  ships  in  the  man- 
ner settled  between  us  by  treaties,  and  to 
seize  only  those  contraband  goods  they 
fitid  on  board,  without  detaining  the  ship, 
or  touching  any  other  part  of  the  cargo. 
Therefore,  even  in  this  case,  which  is  the 
hardest  that  can  be  put,  no  search  on  the 
high  seas  ought  to  be  the  word :  no  search 
but  in  port  is  the  point  which  ought  to 
bave  been  insisted  on,  as  a  preliminary  to 
our  treating  with  them  at  any  rate.  For 
this  reason,  I  am  surprised  now  any  mi- 
nister could  think  of  referring  this  point 
to  be  regulated  by  plenipotentiaries.  The 
▼ery  reference  is  an  injury  to  this  nation, 
almost  irreparable :  it  is  a  tacit  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  right  the  Spaniards  lay 
<^im  to,  when  put  under  proper  regula- 
tions ;  but  I  hope  no  British  plenipoten- 
^  will  ever  dare  to  settle,  or  c^maent  to 


audi  regdatioDs:  if  any  one  does,  I  am 
•ore,  b<>th  he  andtfae  minister  that  gave 
him  the  power,  will  deserve  the  curses  of 
their  country,  and  the  highest  indignation 
of  this  House. 

No  search  on  the  high  seas  is  therefore, 
mv  Lords,  what  we  must  insist  on.  It  is 
what  all  Europe  will  insist  on.  If  we 
should  be  bullied  into  the  giving  up  of 
such  fL  point,  or  submitting  to  have  our 
ships  searched  on  the  high  seas,  cmderany 
regulations,  I  am  sure  France  never  will; 
The  cardinal,  as  old  as  he  is,  would  dis- 
dain to  hear  of  treating  upon  such  a  sub- 
ject. He  would  not  admit,  even  into  his 
anti-chamber,  a  minister  that  had  come 
from  Spain  with  such  a  haugh^f,  such  a 
ridiculous  proposition.  M.  de  la  Quadra 
could  never  have  tiiought  of  it,  if  he  had 
not  been  led  into  it  by  the  ignorance,  or 
the  pusillanimity  he  found  m  those  he 
treated  with.  I  remember  him  a  gentle- 
man  of  very  little  consideration ;  but >  now 
he  takes  upon  him  to  say,  that  the  Eng- 
lish ought  to  learn  to  understand  their  own 
rights  and  privileges.  Perhaps  he  had 
reason  to  say  so  of  those  he  treated  with. 
He  could,  at  that  time,  mean  none  else ; 
but  if  the  parliament  should  approve  of  this 
convention,  or  if  we  should  agree  to  the 
address  now  proposed,  he  may  justly  say 
soof  the  whole  nation.  / 

I  shall  readily  agree,  my  Lords,  that 
the  present  conjuncture  is  none  of  the  most 
favourable  for  this  nation.  The  state  of 
bS&Its  in  Europe  is,  indeed,  formidable. 
It  is  growing  eyery  year  more  and  more 
so..  Last  year  it  was  more  fonnidaWe 
than  the  preceding,  and  this  year  it  is  more 
formidable  than  it  was  the  last.  What 
will  at  last  become  of  us,  I  sliall  not  pre- 
tend to  determine ;  but  I  may  pretend  to 
prophesy,  that  our  affiiirs  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  will  next  year  be  more  formi- 
dable than  they  arc  at  the  present ;  unless 
some  wise  and  vigorous  measures  be  taken 
for  dispelling  the  cloud  that  hangs  over  us; 
and,  I  have  very  little  hopes,  that  those 
who  have  been  tlie  chief  cause  of  its  ga- 
thering;, will  have  either  wisdom  to  dispel 
it,  or  fortitude  to  withstand  its  breaking 
upon  us. 

People  may  wrangle  and  talk  long 
enough  about  our  past  measures.  All 
pubKc  measures  are  of  such  a  nature,  that 
a  great  many  things  may  be  said  against 
the.  best,  and  a  great  many  plausible  argu- 
ments may  be  made  use  of  in  favour  of  the 
worst.  But,  my  Lords,  the  wisdom  of 
public  measures  is  best  known  by  their  e£> 
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ftctt*  Tbe  effiads  of  wont  of  our 
I  liegiii  mm  fx>  mear,  imd 
( have  saoh  a  dismal  aspect,  that  I 
mutt  tfaaok  God  I  had  no  hand  in  their 
canaes :  I  must  thank  God  that  raj  testi* 
nony  agamst  some  of  them  appears  upon 
tecord,  and  will  be  a  vindication  of  my 
conduct  to  distant  generations,  to  those 
yet  unborn,  who,  1  am  afraid,  will  feel  the 
elbcts  of  some  of  our  late  measures  more 
sensfl>)^  than  we  do.  A  rich  and  power- 
ful nation  cannot  at  once  be  destroyed  by 
any  internal  cause :  its  strength  cannot  at 
onoe  be  annihilated,  and  its  riches  dissi- 
pated, by^  the  worst  measures  it  can  pur- 
sue :  but  its  strength  and  its  riches  may  \fe 
wasted  by  degrees;  and  its  destruction 
will  be  the  more  cruel  and  tormenting,  by 
being  brought  on  by  pieoe-meal.  This,  I 
am  afraid,  is  our  case,  and  it  is  some  alle- 
viation of  mv  grief,  that  I  cannot  be 
charged  with  having  hod  a  hand  in  it ;  but 
if  I  could,  if  I  had  approved  of  all  our  past 
measures,  I  should  now  from  thehr  erocts 
b^;in  to  suspect  I  had  been  mistaken ;  and 
should  be  extremely  shy  of  approving  the 
future  measures  i^  those,  whose  nast  mea- 
aures'appeared  by  their  efiects  to  oe  wrong. 

It  is  true^  my  Lords,  our  past  measures 
iiave,  for  many  years,  met  with  a  conti- 
nued and  uninterrupted  approbation  from 
a  majority  in  eadi  House  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  but  the  approbation  of  parliament 
cannot  make  that  riffht,  which  is  in  itsehT 
wrong;  and  tbe  unfortunate  state  we  are 
now  confessed  to  be  in,  is  an  irrefragable 
proof,  that  all  our  past,  measures  nave 
not  been  right.  The  approbation  of  par- 
liament is  therefore  so  far  from  adding  to 
the  opinion  people  have  of  our  past  me»- 
iBures,  that  it  derogates  from  the  opinion 
cur  people  ought  to  have  of  the  penetra- 
tion and  integrity  of  parliament;  and  this 
must  aggravate,  instead  of  diminish,  our 
present  misfortunes;  for  if  our  people 
think  they  can  put  no  trust,  neither  in  the 
councils  of  those  that  govern  them,  nor 
in  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  parliament, 
they  can  make  but  a  faint  resistance  against 
any  foreign  power  that  shall  please  to  at- 
tack them. 

The  present  state  of  affiurs  in  Europe, 
my  Lords,  does  not  proceed  from  the  na- 
ture of  thin«s,  but  from  the  late  mea- 
sures pursu^  by  France  and  us.  Spain 
had  dominions  in  Italy  of  old,  larger  than 
she  lias  at  present ;  and  the  emperor  would 
then  have  been  glad  to  have  had  a  share 
of  them :  yet  there  was  a  constant  firiend- 
sfaip  and  aDiance  kept  up  between  Aem  for 
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niaay  jtea  tgwat  ftance.  It  is  the 
business  of  France  to  sow  dtaaamiea  be* 
tween  these  two  powers:  Jtisonrbwsincit 
to  heal  their  breaches:  in  this  the  French 
have  eithar  outwitted,  or  frighaened  wl 
It  was  they  that  terrified  us  from  aoeeptuK 
of  the  sole  mediation  between  Spain  aad 
the  emperor;  at  the  treaty  of  Cambiay : 
our  accepting  of  that  mediation  oonki  not 
have  involved  us  in  any  war :  if  it  hod,  the 
wtt'wottld,  in  all  human  prababiUfey,  have 
ended  greatly  to  the  h<mour  and  advaatagt 
of  this  nation.  It  was  the  Frendi,  I  sm 
apt  to  believe,  that  forged  those  drendfiil 
secret  Articles,  said  to  nave  been  agreed 
on  between  Spain  and  the  emperor,  by  the 
treaty  of  Vienna.  By  that  foigery  thej 
terrified  us  into  that  most  extraorainarj 
treaty  at  Hanover,  and  the  still  mote  ez- 
traorainary  measures  we  took  in  coase- 
quence  of  that  treaty. 

The  Ostend  East-India  company,  my 
Lords,  was  a  company  we  had  no  direct 
right  to  destroy.    The  Dntdi  had  perfa^ 
a  right  to  oppose  the  setting  up  <if  that 
company :  ana  if  we  had  thni  a  mind  te 
pick  a  ouarrd  with  the  emperor,  we  might 
iiave  said  we  were  guarantees  of  that  right ; 
but  all  nations  find  pretences  for  not  fvi" 
filling  the  most  express  guarantees,  wh&i 
their  own  immediate  interest  does  not  es* 
force  a  performance.  We  have  sinee  found 
pretences  for  not  fiUfilling  a  guanntec^ 
much  more  express  than  the  Dutch  could 
in  that  case  pretend  to;  and  even  whca 
our  own  interest  seemed  to  enforce  a  per- 
formance.   Besides,  the  East  India  com- 
pany, set  up  at  Ostend,  would  have  in- 
terfered a  mat  deal  more,  both  with  the 
French  and  the  Dutch  fiut  India  com- 
panies, than  with  that  of  England ;  there- 
fore it  was  their  business  more  than  ours  to 
have  it  destroyed;    and  yet  the  Dutch 
were  so  fiir  from  being  principals  in  the 
treaty  of  Hanover,  that  tney  dm  not  oorae 
into  that  treaty  till  long  mer,  and  that 
under  great  restrictions.    If  Uie  Ostend 
company  had  been  the  only  reason  for  find- 
ing fault  with  the  treaty  dT  Vienna,  it  was 
the  Dutch  and  the  French,  not  we,  that 
should  have  raised  armies,  and  aent  out 
squadrons  for  compelling  the  emperor  to 
give  up  that  company,  or  for  preventing 
Uie  Spaniards  from  giving  it  any  rdief ; 
but  so  fiur  oth^wise,  that  we  toc^  the 
whole  expence,  and  the  whole  resentment 
upon  ourselves :  and  by  that  meana  put  a 
new  stop  to  our  trade  with.  Spun,  and 
greatly  intemmted  our  trade  both  fn  Ame> 
rica  and  the  jMed^terranean,  wkSe  belk 
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tlkft  Dutch  aii4  tiM  Fraioh  carried  on  Uwir 
trade  id  all  parts  of  the  world  without  in* 
temiptkm  and  with  great  security. 

By  this  mttittement,  my  Lords,  we  at 
hst  found  we  haa  run  ourselves  into  a  trap, 
and  to  get  out  of  that  trap,  we  run  our- 
selves into  another,  by  the  treaty  of  Serille* 
Then  to  get  out  of  this  second  trap,  we  run 
ourselves  idto  a  third,  by  the  treaty  of 
Vieuna,  in  the  year  1731 ;  for  even  tlvsre, 
]  must  think,  that  we  ought  to  have  had 
several  things  settled  with  the  eniperor, 
before  we  had  engaged  in  such  an  absolute 
guarantee  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanction ;  and 
hovr  we  ^ot  out  of  &is  third  trtm,  I  need 
not  mention  to  your  lordshins ;  out  I  am 
afraid,  that  by  our  method  or  get^ng  out 
of  it,  we  have  brought  oursenres  into  a 
fourth,  worse  than  any  of  the  former. 

By  these  measures,  and  such  like,  my 
Lords,  it  would  seem  as  if  we  had  endea- 
voured to  unite  France  and  Spain,  and  to 
detach  from  ouxselves  every  ally  we  could 
depend  on.  If  France  and  Spain  therefore 
be  united  against  us,  it  is  we  that  have  done 
it:  if  tfaev  are  not,  we  have  nothing  to 
fesr  from  Spain,  though  we  had  not  one  ally 
to  depend  on;  and  if  we  have  our  ancient 
alliance  to  depend  on,  I  think,  we  have  no- 
thing to  fear  from  both ;  notwithstanding 
the  great  pains  that  has  been  taken,  to  re- 
present to  us  the  unfortunate  situation  of 
the  emperor  and  the  Dutch.  The  em- 
peror, it  is  true,  would  probably  have  been 
|o  a  much  better  situation,  if  we  had 
joined  in  the  treaty  with  Spain  and  him, 
m  the  year  1725,  uistead  or  forming  the 
alliance  of  Hanover  against  him;  buf,  in 
spiteof  all  the  misfortunes,  which  our  con- 
duct, and  the  fate  of  war  have  brought 
upon  him,  he  is  still  able  to  brins  great 
amiies  of  |rood  troops  into  the  fiela ;  and, 
therefore,'  if  he  is  not  ready  to  assist  us,  it 
tt  not  for  his  want  of  power,  but  his  want 
of  inclination,  which,  for  a  reason  every 
one  knows,  may  not  be  so  good  towards 
U8  as  it  was  heretofore.  And  as  for  the 
Dutch,  they  are,  it  is  true,  wise  enough 
not  to  keep  up  in  time  of  peace  any  greater 
naval  force,  nor  anjr  greater  land  army, 
than  they  have  occasion  for ;  but  in  case 
of  a  war,  ^y  could  soon  Aimish  them- 
selves with  l>oth,  and  could  raise  great 
»um«  of  money  for  that  purpose,  notwith- 
standing the  debt  they  at  present  owe, 
«nd  the  taxes  their  pecmle  now  pay.  But 
^  the  whole  system  or  affiiirs  m  Europe 
has  been  verv  much  altered  of  late  years, 
^d  as  ttte  Dutch  lie  more  exposed  than 
this  kingdom  to  invasions  from  mm  aeigh- 


booiBy  we  cannot  expect  that  they  wiO 
join  vrith  us  in  any  war,  unless  we  can  pnK 
cure  such  an  alliance  among  the  powers 
upon  the  continent,  as  will  be  sufficient  for 
supporting  them  agamst  any  power  that 
shall  attempt  to  invade  them ;  and  I  am 
much  afraia,  that  those  amongst  ourselves, 
who,  by  their  late  conduct,  -  have  contri- 
buted so  much  to  the  present  formidable 
state  of  affiurs  in  Europe,  will  never  be 
able  to  procure  such  an  alliance. 

But  1  find,  that  not  only  the  inabOity  of 
our  ancient  allies,  but  the  present  formid- 
able power  of  France,  must  be  brou^t  as 
an  argument  for  our  tamely  submitting  to 
the  most  heinous  indignities.  I  shall  readily 
grant,  my  Lords,  that  for  almos't  these  20 
years,  France  has  been  making  a  very  good 
use  of  our  blunders.  I  shall  grant,  that 
by  so  doing  they  have  greatly  increased 
their  trade,  and  of  late  increased  their  do- 
minions. But  can  we  think  that  France 
would  support  Spain  in  a  claim  against  us, 
which  would  be  a  bad  precedent  for  them- 
selves ?  Will  France  ever  submit  to  have 
their  merchant-ships  searched  on  the  open 
seas  by  Spain,  or  any  other  power  what- 
ever? Will  France  ever  allow  Spain  to  pre- 
scribe to  them,  what  sort  of  goods  their  mer- 
chant-ships shall  carry  from  one  bart  of 
their  own  dominions  to  another  ?  No,  my 
Lords,  they  will  never  so  much  as  treat  of 
any  such  claim :  they  vrill  never  be  so  weak 
as  to  refer  such  a  claim  to  be  r^ulated  by 
plenipotentiaries ;  and  they  know  that,  if 
they  should  assist  Spain  in  establishing 
sucn  a  claim  against  us,  it  would  soon  be 
made  a  precedent  for  setting  up  the  same 
claim  a^nst  them.  But  suppose  France 
should  join  with  Spain  in  a  war  affainst  us, 
if  we  are  united  amongst  ourselves,  and 
governed  by  a  wise  and  vigorous  adminis- 
tration, we  have  nothing  to  fear  frata  both. 
They  can  attack  us  no  way  but  by  sea ; 
and  upon  that  element  we  are  superior  to 
both.  Our  trade  has  been  carriea  on,  and 
has  flourished  in  time  of  war :  it  has  flou- 
rished more  in  time  of  war,  than  it  has 
lately  done  in  what  some  amongst  u»  have 
called  a  time  of  peace.  We  hdve  a  navy  to 
convoy  and  protect  our  merchant  men ; 
and  by  a  proper  disposition  of  our  naval 
force,  we  might  make  it  dangerous  for  any 
foreign  privateer  to  set  her  nose  to  th# 
sea ;  from  hence  we  may  reasonably  sup* 
pose,  that  few  or  no  privateeers  would  any 
where  appear  against  us :  for  as  privateers 
are  generelhr  fitted  out  by  private  men  for 
the  sake  or  plunder,  none  JBuch  will  be 
out,  wlien  there  is  great  danger,  asA 
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little  to  be  got ;  therefore,  if  the  teat 
should  swarm  with  privateers,  it  would  be 
with  privateers  under  British  colours, 
which  would  oblige  our  enemies  to  give 
over  all  manner  of  trade  ;  for  if  they 
sliouhl  carry  on  their  trade  by  single  ships, 
they  could  not  protect  themselves  against 
our  privateers;  and  if  they  carried  it  on  by 
fleets  and  convoys,  they  could  not  protect 
themselves  against  our  squadrons  of  men 
of  \Har.  This  would  put  an  entire  stop  to 
their  trade,  which  would  of  course  be  a 
great  encouragement  to  the  trade  of  this 
Kingdom  ;  and  as  neither  France  nor  Spain 
could  long  support  themselves  without 
any  trade,  this  alone  would  soon  oblige 
them  to  submit  to  just  and  equal  terms. 

Oar  situation  therefore,  my  Lords,  with 
regard  to  foreign  affiurs,  is  not  so  terrible  as  it 
has  been  represented.  It  is,  indeed,  formid- 
able ;  but  it  has  becomeso,  notby  avigorous 
but  a  pusillanimous  conduct.  And  as  to  our 
domestic  aJfairs,  I  shall  most  readily  admit, 
tlrnt  they  are  not  in  so  happy  a  situation 
as  tliey  might  have  been.  A  great  part  of 
our  debts  might  have  been  paid  off,  and 
most  of  our  grievous  taxes  abolished,  if  for 
these  20  years  past  we  had  kept  up  no 
useless  armies,  nor  fitted  out  any  useless 
cquadrons.  It  is  this  that  makes  our  peo- 
ple uneasy ;  it  is  this  that  foments  divisions 
among  us*  To  be  insulted  and  plundered 
by  impotent  neighbours  abroad,  and  at  tlie 
same  time  to  be  loaded  with  the  charge  of 
maintaining  useless  fleets  and  armies  at 
liome ;  fleets  and  armies  which,  instead  of 
protecting  us,  serve  for  nothing  but  to  pre- 
vent our  taking  vengeance  of  those  that 
have  injured  us.  This,  I  say,  would  make 
any  people  upon  eartli  uneasy.  Change 
but  your  measures,  my  Lords:  let  your 
fleets  and  3'our  armies  be  a  terror  to  your 
enemies,  instead  of  beinea  terror  to  your 
o<vn  people ;  and  you  wdl  find  that  every 
man  will  cheerfully  pay  those  taxes  that  are 
necessary  for  maintaining  them.  Notwith- 
standing our  bad  management,  we  could 
.still  raise  great  sums  for  supporting  a  just 
imd  necessary  war ;  and^  by  good  occono- 
my,  and  reducing  tlie  expence  of  our  civil 
government,  we  could  apply  a  great  part 
of  what  is  now  raised  to  the  same  purpose. 
The  people  will  never  grudge  the  expence 
they  are  put  to  in  vindicatmg  their  just 
rights  and  privileges ;  but  they  grudge  to 
see  their  substance  eat  up  by  useless  offi- 
cers, or  pennioners,  cither  civil  or  militar}' ; 
especially  when  they  suspect,  that  those 
•  oiticers,  and  those  pensioners,  are  kept  in 
'  pay,  for  no   odier   reason  but  to  take. 


their  aubatance  from   tkcm   in  a  legri 
way. 

Thus  much,  my  Lords,  I  have  beea 
obliged  to  say  of  our  present  situatioo, 
both  foreign  and  domestic,  in  order  to 
shew,  that,  however  low  we  may  be  brought 
by  ourpast  conduct,  we  are  not  yet  brought 
so  low  as  to  be  obliged  to  accept  of  a  dis- 
honourable treaty,  or  to  aUo%^  our  most 
important  rights  to  be  negociated  away  by 
plenipotentiaries ;  but,  if  it  were  so,  if  we 
were  really  in  such  a  desperate  condition, 
would  it  be  proper  for  this  House,  could 
we  in  honour  begin  our  session  with 
any  thing  that  might  look  like  a  compli- 
ment upon  our  past  conduct  i  Ought  we 
not  upon  such  a  melancholy  occasion  to 
begin  vftli  an  Address  in  the  most  general 
terms ;  and  immediately  after,  enter  npon 
an  enquiry  into  the  State  of  the  Natum, 
apd  into  the  conduct  of  those  who  had 
brought  us  into  such  a  de^erate  condi- 
tion ?  We  may  see,  from  what  his  Majesty 
has  in  his  speech  told  us  of  the  conven- 
tion, that  it  is  such  a  one  as  we  ought  not  to 
have  accepted  of,  unless  we  are  in  the  most 
desperate  condition.  Theretbre,  we  must, 
from  what  his  Majesty  has  said  in  hi» 
speech,  conclude,  that  we  must  either 
censure  the  treaty,  or  we  must  enquire 
into  and  censure  the  conduct  of  those, 
who  have,  brought  us  into  such  a  desperate 
condition,  as  to  be  obliged  to  accept  of 
such  a  treaty.  In  these  circumstances,  can 
wc  put  any  thing  into  our  address,  that 
may  look  like  an  approbation  of  our  pest 
conduct  ?  Can  we  mention  any  thing  of 
our  late  conduct,  especially  this  conven- 
tion, which  seems  to  be  the  coup^-gracej 
I  say,  can  we  mention  it,  witliout  testify* 

j  ing,  in  some  manner  or  other,  our  dis^ 

I  probation? 

I  shall  always  be  for  avoiding  a  war,  if 
possible  ;  but  the  question  is  not  now 
about  avoiding  a  war.  My  Lords,  we  have 
already  made  a  war  necessary:  our  past 
conduct  has  made  it  absolutely  necessan'. 

'  We  have  long  ago,  by  our  tame  submissioos, 
made  the  *  Spaniards  think,  that  we  dare 
not  go  to  war.     It  is  from  hence,  that  al! 

'  our  late  grievances  have  proceeded.  We 
have  submitted  so  long,  and  have  fitted  out 
so  many  peaceable  squadrons,  that  thcj 
think  we  aare  Jiot  strike  a  blow ;  and  th«^ 
are  now  so  much  confirmed  in  this  opinion, 
that  notliing  but  striking  will  make  them 
beheve  we  £ire.  While  they  continue  in 
this  opinion,  we  can  expect  no  equal  tenns, 
nor  can  m  e  expect  they  will  observe  any 
terms  they  agree  to.     Whilst  one  natioa 
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has  such  an  opinion  of  anothert  I  shall 
grant  thai  general  treaties,  or  general  ex* 
pressions  in  treaties,  are  a^  good  as  parti- 
cular. The  nation  that  has  sncli  a  aespi- 
cable  opinion  k£  its  neighbour,  will  ob- 
serve neither ;  but  sorely,  we  are  not  to 
confinn  Spain  still  more  and  more  in  this 
opioioD,  by  aocq>tiiig  of  such  general  terms 
as  we  have  already  found  to  be  in^ectual. 
We  must  strike  a  blow,  if  it  were  for  no- 
dung  else  but  to  make  them  alter  thir  opi- 
nion ;  and,  when  we  do  strike^  I  hope  care 
will  be  taken  to  give  them  sudi  a  blow  as 
diey  must  remember. 

But,  my  Lords,  as  the  question  now  be- 
fore us  is  not  about  what  may  or  must  be 
done,  I  shall  enlarge  no  further  upon  this 
subject.  I  mentioned  it  only  to  shew  the 
ridiculousnesB  of  our  agreeing  to  negociate 
longer  with  the  Spaniards  about  any  thing; 
and,  as  his  Majesty  has  told  us,  that  by 
tins  Convention  we  have  agreed  not  only 
to  begin  a  new  negociation,  but  to  nego- 
ciate about  a  claim  which  we  ought  never 
to  hare  allowed  to  have  been  brought  into 
any  negodation ;  I  say,  as  his  Majesty  has 
told  us  this,  in  his^peech  from  the  throne, 
and  as  this  is  what,  I  hope,  no  lord  in  this 
House  will  approve  of,  as  it  is  what,  I  think, 
we  ought  to  censure,  as  it  is  what  we  must 
censure,  otherwise  the  whole  nation  will 
censure  us,  therefore,  I  must  think  ^at  the 
utmost  complaisance  we  can  shew  in  our 
Address  is  not  to  mention  it  at  all ;  for 
•^'ch  reason,  I  shall  be  for  the  Amend- 
ment proposed. 

Lord  Heixetf  : 

My  Lords ;  as  the  proposition  no^ir 
nade  to  you  contains  no  direct  approba- 
tion, neither  of  the  Convention,  nor  of  any 
tiling  that  has  been  lately  transacted ;  as 
^e  expressions  are  so  general,  that,  in 
my  opinion,  they  do  not  so  much  as  .in- 
*U)uate,  that  you  do  approve,  or  that  yon 
^rove  of  any  part  of  our  late  conduct; 
}  cannot  think  tliat  your  agreeing  to  what 
IB  proposed  will  meet  wiui  any  censure 
^thoot  doors :  I  am  sure  it  can  meet  with 
no  just  censure. 

My  Lords,  the  wisest,  the  most  n^- 
*^^*saTy  Resolutions  we  can  come  to, 
ll^y  be  misinterpreted  or  misrepresented 
oy  some  seditious  or  ill-desiemn^  men 
^out  doors;  but,  to  such  mwinter- 
pmations  or  misrepresentations  we  ought 
pever  to  shew  the  least  regard,  unless 
\}^  to  punidi  Uie  authors,  as  often  as 
^7  can  be  detected  and  apprehend- 
«d.  In  all  eases  thai  come  before  us,  we 
[VQL.X.] 


ought  to  consider  and  regard  only  our 
duty  as  members  of  this  House ;  and  tia  I 
think  tliere  is  nothing  in  the  Address  pro* 
posed,  that  can  be  looked  on  in  any  other 
light,  than  as  expressions  of  our  duty  and 
affection  to  our  sovereign,  I  must  think 
that  my  duty,  as  a  member  of  this  House, 
obliges  me  to  agree  to  it  Without  any 
Amendment.  Our  agreeing  to  the  Amend- 
ment proposed  would,  in  my  opinion,  look 
as  if  we  had,  at  present,  some  secret  and  ex- 
traordinary reason  for  limiting  and  setting 
bounds  to  those  expressions  of  respect  and 
esteem  for  our  soveraign,  which  are  usual 
upon  ^uch  occasions ;  and,  as  no  part  of 
his  Majestv's  late  conduct  can  furnish 
us  with  the  least  shadow  of  reason  for 
doing  so;  I  shall  be  against  our  agrees 
ing  to  any  thing,  that  may  niak^  the 
people  without  doors  imagina,  or  su^ot 
that  we  iiave  any  such  reason. 

With  regard,  my  Lords,  to  the  Con-^ 
vention  lately  concluded  between  .his  Ma^ 
jesty  and  the  king  of  Spain,  as  it  is  not 
yet  laid  before  us,  it  cannot  prdpei^y  be 
brought  into. this  debate.  Both  wiithin 
doors  apd  without,  it  ough^  to  be  judged 
favourably  of,  till  some  proof  to  the  con- 
trary appears ;  but  if  we  agree  to  thlg. 
Amendment,  it  will  at  least  make  the 
people  without  doors  judge  very  unfa^ 
vourably  of  the  Convention  ;  and  a  do  not 
think  we  ought,  without  good  grounds, 
to  raise  a  suspicion  of  the  conduct  even 
of  the  administration.  When  I  am  con* 
vinced,  that  our  ministers  have  done  any 
thing  that  is  wrong,.!  shall  be  as  ready  to 
disapprove,  I  shall  be  as  ready  to  censure, 
as  any  lord  in  this  House ;  but  as  it  is  for 
the  public  good,  that  our  people  shouU 
have  a  confidence  in  those  that  goverli 
them,  when  they  deserve  it,  I  shall  never 
be  for  agreeing  to  any  thing  that  may 
lessen  that  conndence,  till  I  am  fully  con^i 
vinced  that  they,  deserve  no  confidence ; 
which,  I  think,  none  of  your  lordships  Oi^ 
be,  from  any  thine  mentioned  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's Speech.  There  is  nothing  in  his 
Majesty's  Speech  that  can  make  us  judge 
amiss  of  the  Convention,  or  of  any  of  the 
measures  made  use  of  for  bringing  it  to  a 
conclusion.  The  searching  of  our  shipa 
upon  tlie  high  seas,  is  not  referred  to 
our  plenipotentiaries,  nor  is  to  be  regn^ 
lated  by  them,  or  by  any  other  minister 
whatever.  J  do  not  know  that  the  Spa- 
niards ever  directly  pretended  to  any  such 
right.  They  pretended,  and  ihey  have 
a  right  to  pretend,  that  none  of  our  ships 
ought  to  carry  on  an  illicit  Piuie  with  thejv 
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plantations.  We  pretend  the  same  with 
regard  to  our  plantations ;  and  we  have  a 
mutual  right  to  prevent  this  illioit  trade, 
by  all  those  means  that  are  allowed  by  the 
law  of  nations ;  but  the  Spaniards  have 
latf^y  made  use  of  such  means,  as  are  not 
allowed  by  the  law  of  nations,  such  as  are 
inconsistent  with  the  freedom  of  our  trade 
and  navigation. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  what  we  complain  of: 
this  is  what  we  justly  complain  of:  this  is 
the  present  chief  dispute  between  us  and 
Spam,  and  this  is  not  only  a  point  that  ad- 
mits of  a  discussion,  but  a  point  that  can- 
not be  settled  without  a  discussion.  We 
musC  concert  together  what  means  thev 
may  make  use  of,  what  means  we  may  al- 
low them  to  make  use  of,  for  preventing 
an  illicit  trade  between  the  subjects  of  the 
two  nations.  This  is  not  to  be  settled  at 
on(^,  nor  is  the  question  to  be  .answered 
by  a  Yes  or  a  No.  They  must,  on  their 
part,  take  care,  that  no  back  door  is  left 
open  for  carrying  on  a  contraband  or  il- 
licit trade,  under  the  pretence  of  a  free 
and  uninterrupted  navigation ;  and  we,  on 
our  part,  must  take  great  care,  tliat  no 
pretence  shall  be  given  to  the  Spanish 
guarda  costas  for  interrupting  our  lawful 
trade  in  the  American  seas,  by  any  mea- 
sure they  may  think  necessary  for  guard- 
ing  their  coasts  s^ainst  a  contraband  and 
unlawful  trade.  Your  Lordships  must  see 
that  this  is  a  point  which  requires  great 
deliberation ;  and  this  only  is  wliat  is,  by 
th^  present  convention,  referred  to  be  re- 
gulated within  a  limited  time  by  plenipo- 
tentiaries. 

In  this,  my  Lords,  there  is  nothins  dis- 
lionourable,  there  is  nothing  disadvan- 
tageous to  the  nation.  If  the  Spaniards 
should  insist  up<m  making  use  of  such  me- 
thods, for  preventing  an  illicit  trade  on 
their  coasts,  as  are  contrary  to  the  law  of 
nations,  and  inconsistent  with  the  freedom 
Qi;^  safety  of  out*  navigation  in  the  American 
seas,  our  plenipotentiaries  may,  and  cer- 
tainly will,  refuse  to  agree  ^to  them ;  and, 
if  they  propose  no  methods  but  what  we 
may  safely  admit  of,  without  exposing  our 
navigation  or  commerce  to  any  danger, 
surety  your  lordships  will  all  be  of  opinion, 
that  we  ought  to  agree  to  their  makmg  use 
of  such  methods  rather  than  go  to  war, 
and  those  methods  must  be  setued  and  re-- 
gjulated  by  a  treaty  between  the  two  na^ 
tions.  If  this  should  i^pear  to  be  the  case, 
we  should  have  no  pretence  for  declaring 
war  against  them :  such  a  war  would  cer- 
.tainly  be  unjist  upon  our  part ;  because  it 


would  be,  andby  all  Europe  would  be  con- 
sidored,  as  a  war  for  supportii^  the 
smu^ing  trade,  that  may  be  earned  on 
by  our  subjects  in  the  Spanish  West-Iodies. 
It  would  be  the  same  thing  as  if  Holland 
or  France  should  say  to  us,  You  shall  not 
take  the  proper  and  necessary  nacthods 
for  preventing  the  running  of  wool  out  of 
the  islands  w  Great  Britain  or  Irdaiidi 
if  you  do,  we  will  declare  war  against  you. 

There  is  nothing  therefore,  my  Lor^ 
in  his  Majesty's  speech,  that  can  indnce 
us  to  think,  tnat  we  must  censure  the  con- 
vention lately  concluded ;  and  therefore, 
nothing,  that  can  prevent  our  agreeing  ta 
the  propoaitton  now  made  to  us»  It  was 
last  session  the  opini<m  of  parliament^  it  i^ 
the  opinion  of  every  man  of  senae  in  the 
kingdom,  that  all  peaceable  methods  ought 
to  be  tried  for  obtaining  satisfaction  and 
security,  before  we  have  recourse  to  force 
of  arms.  Thi^  cannot  be  done  bat  b^  way 
of  ne^ociation ;  and  in  this  ncgocwtioiu 
the  king  of  Spain  has  shewn  that  he  is  se- 
riously inclined  to  do  us  justice,  bj  his 
havinff  already,  by  way  of  preliininanr, 
agre^  to  give  us  satisfaction  for  what's 
passed.  We  could  not  desire  a  m<»e  sub- 
stantial proof  of  his  being  mdined  to  girt 
us  security  against  future  injuries,  as  sooa 
as  such  a  security  can  be  contrived,  as 
may  bg  consistent  with  the  security  of  ha 
own  dominions  in  America. 

This  securi^,  my  Lords,  is  to  be 
granted,  and  all  the  other  disputes  betweea 
us  settled,  within  a  Umited  time ;  so  thit 
the  negociation  can  be  of  no  long  conti- 
nuance. A  few  months  will  determine, 
whether  we  are  to  have  peace  or  war;  and 
if  we  should  at  last  be  obliged  to  go  to  war, 
we  shall  be  able  to  justify  it  to  the  wholf 
world.  People  may  call  the  Conventioo  a 
Paper-Peace,  Or  by  what  other  name  the? 
please;  but  if  ever  we  make  peace,  «t 
must  trust  to  paper,  or  we  can  trust  ta 
nothing.  Negociations  may  be  siq^rted 
or  enforced  by  military  preparatioDs,  but 
they  must  be  carried  on  m  paper;  and  if 
we  should  go  to  war,  'tis  to  be  hoped  we 
should  not  always  continue  in  that  dan- 
gerous and  troublesome  state.  The  end 
of  war  is  peace ;  and  that  peace  must  be 

C receded  by  a  negociation,  and  confinned 
y  a  trea^,  both  wbidi  must  be  in  paper. 
I  have  often  heard  of  a  paper-war,  and 
there  are  some  amongst  ourselves  who 
seem  to  be  fond  of  it ;  UierdTore  I  am  sur- 
prized to  hear  them  contemn  p^r  n^o- 
ciatioBs,  or  a  paper  peace,  \vith  respi^ct 
to  war,  the  term  may  be  just^  but,  snoe 
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paper  was  indented,  I  never  heard  of  a 
peace  that  was  concluded  without  paper ; 
md  therefore  every  treaty  and  every  con- 
irention,  may  be  called  a  paper  peaces  as 
irell  as  the  present :  there  can  be  no  other 
iort  of  peace;  and  that  which  is  now 
begun  between  Spain  and  us,  I  hope, 
irifi  not  only  be  soon  concluded,' but  that  it 
iriJl  be  a  safe,  honourable  and  lasting  one. 
However,  my  Lords,  as  neither  the  Com 
rention,  nor  any  thing  relating  to  it,  can 
low  come  properly  under  your  considera- 
ion,  I  need  say  nothing  more  of  it  at  pre- 
«nt.  I  hope  I  have  shewn  there  is  no- 
hing  in  his  if ajesty's  Speech  can  make  us 
suspect  that  the  Convention  is  either  dis- 
lonourable  or  disadvantageous  for  this  na* 
ion.  When  it  is  laid  bdbre  us,  we  may 
ndge'of  it  with  some  certainty;  and  as 
here  is  nothing  in  the  proposition  now 
nade  to  you,  that  can  preclude  any  of 
ronr  lordships  from  giving  your  sentiments 
reely  about  the  Convention,  when  vou  see 
t,  I  think  your  lordships  are,  in  duty  to 
lis  Majesty,  bound  to  agree  to  what  is 
iToposed  without  any  Amendment. 

Lord  Bathurst :  ' 

My  Lords;  I  shall  most  readily  agree 
nth  the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last,  that  in 
lU  cases  we  ought  to  consider  and  regard 
thiefly  our  duty  as  members  of  this  House ; 
or  if  we  do  so  upoif  this  occasion,  we  must, 
:  think,  agree  to  the  Amendment  pro* 
KNied*  As  members  of  this  House,  my 
Lords,  we  are  counsellors  to  our  sovereign ; 
ind  as  such  we  are  not  only  in  duty  bomid 
o  give  him  our  best  and  most  sincere  ad- 
vice, but  also,  we  are  bound  not  to  ap- 
^roaich  the  throne,  with  any  thing  that  may 
ead  our  King  into  a  mistaken  notion  of 
he  wisdom  or  conduct  of  those,  in  whom 
te  has  been  pleased  to  place  a  confi- 
lence.  Therefore  if  we  have  a  bad 
opinion  of  the  wisdom  or  conduct  of 
my  Bueh  person,  we  ought  at  least  when 
re  approach  the  throne  tp  avoid  saying 
uiy  thing  that  may  tend  to  make  his  Ma- 
esty  believe  that  we  have  acontrary  opinion. 
n  tt&is  l^ht  let  us  consider  the  Address 
low  proposed,  let  us  consider  whether  the 
naking  of  compliments,  even  upon  his  Ma* 
jesty's  late  conduct,  will  jiot  induce  his 
Mlajesty  to  think  that  we  have  a  good  opi- 
nion o/the  wisdom  of  his  ministers,  espe- 
cially if  he  be  conscious  that  his  conduct 
ivas  direct  diiefly  b^  their  advice.  In 
my  opinion  our  comphments  upon  this  oc- 
casion inay  in  tl^  way  have  a  veiy  bad  ef- 
fect; aid  as  I  think  nnoeri^  more  requi- 


site in  a  counsellor  than  complatsance,  I 
shall  always  be  for  neglecting  or  avoiding 
the  latta^,  when  I  think  it  inconsistent  with . 
the  former. 

I  shall  likewise  admit,  my  Lords,  that 
we  ought  to  shew  no  regard  to  the  misre- 
presentations of  seditious  and  ill-designing 
men  ;n  but  at  the  same  time  it  must  be  al- 
lowed, that  we  ought  not  to  do  or  say  any 
thing,  that  ma^  lead  the  innocent  and  un- 
wary into  a  mistake ;  especially  when  that 
mistake  may  contribute  to  make  them 
think  amiss  of  the  wisdom,  honour,  or  in« 
tegfity  of  this  House.  The  late  Convene 
tion  is  not,  it  is  true,  as  yet*  laid  before 
parliament ;  but,  my  Lords,  it  is  publicly 
Known,  and  ^nerally  condemned.  What 
will  the  pubhc,  especially  the  honest  and 
sincere  part  of  mankind,  think  of  our  re« 
turning  unfeigned  thanks  to  his  Majesty 
for  teOing  us  that  a  Convention  is  con* 
clcided,  which,  even  from  what  he  says  of 
it,  will  be  g^atly  disi^proved  of  by  every 
man  that  reads  his  Majesty's  Speech  from' 
the  throne?  My  Loras,  your  returning 
unfeigned  thanks  fmr  such  a  piece  of  in- 
formation, may  be  a  proof  or  your  com^ 
plaisance,  but,  I  am  afraid,  it  will  be  looked 
on  by  a  very  few  as  a  proof  of  your 'sin- 
cerity. 

ftfy  Lords,  whatever  the  noble  lord  may 
have,  I  must  confess  I  have,  at  present,,  an 
extraordinary  reason  for  setting  hounds  to, 
or  rather  for  entirety  avoiding,  many  of 
those  expressions  which  have  of  late  years 
become  usual  on  such  occasions.  It  is  not 
indeed  a  secret  reason:  it  is  a  reason; 
which  will  be  guessed  at  without  doors ; 
and  that  it  may  not  be  mistaken  within,  I 
shall  explain  it  to  your  lordships.  It  is  be- 
cause I  think  our  ministers  have  made,  and 
advised  hisMiyesty  to  ratify  a  Convention,* 
which,  from  what  his  Majesty  has  told  us 
of  it,  appears  to  me,  to  be  both  dishonour-, 
able  and  disadvantageous.  My. Lords,, 
considering  the  great  and  repeated  insults* 
which  the  crown  and  flag  ofGreat. Britain 
have  met  with,  it  was,  I  think,  dishonour- 
able to  agree  to  any  sort  of  treaty,  without 
some  signal  reparation  of  honour :  his  Ma- 
jesty does  not  so  much  as  insbuate,  that 
any  such  reparation  has  been  stipulated. 
Considering  the  great  and  extraordinary 
charges  we  were  last  summer  put  to,  occa- 
sioned purely  by  the  delays  the  Spaniards 
made,  in  offering  us  satisfaction,  I  think  it 
was  both  dishonourable  and  disadvantage- . 
ous  to  agree  to  any  treaty,  without  stipu- 
lating satisfaction  for  some  part,  at  least, . 
of  our  charges:  his  Majesty  does'notsay 
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we  have  sUpokted  any  sudi  satisiBCtioa : 
Nay,  he  does  not  say  that  we  have  stipu- 
kted  a  full  reparaticm  even  for  our  losses. 
And,  considering  the  dangerous  and  inso- 
lent clsiniy  of  a  right  ,to  search  our  ships 
Upon  the  high  seas,  which  the  Spaniards 
have  not  only  set  up,  hut  of  late  freqaently 
exercised,  I  thjnk  it  was  to  the  last  degree 
dishonourable  to  begin  to  treat  with  them, 
till  they  had,  by  way  of  preliminary,  given 
up  this  claim,  in  the  most  express  andpar- 
ticular  terms.  Conudering  these  things, 
my  Lords,  I  think  we  ought,  upon  this  oc- 
casion, to  return  to  our  ancient  method  of 
addressing,  if  it  were  for  no  other  reason, 
but  fof  shewing  both  to  his  Majes^  and 
tiie  world,  that  we  are  not  satisfied  with 
what  has  been  done  by  his  ministers.  This 
we  ought  to  take  the  first  opportunity  for 
diGwing,  and  the  manner  now  proposed  is, 
1  think,  the  most  gentle  manner  we  can 
chuse  for  doing  it. 

I  am  surprised  to  hear  it  said,  that  the 
Spaniards  never  directly  pretended  to  a 
right  of  searching  our  ships  upon  the  high 
seas.  My  Lords,  they  have  not  only  pre- 
tended to  it,  but  they  have  actually  exer- 
cased  it  They  have  exercised  it  in  the 
most  cru^l  ana  insulting  manner.  Nay, 
they  hkve  gone  yet  farther,  they  have 
seized  and  confiscated  British  ships,  Navi- 
gated by  British  seamen  only,  and  sailing 
only  from  one  part  of  the  ^British  domi- 
nions to  another,  for  having  goods  on 
board,  that  are  neither  contraband,  nor 
prohibited  by  any  law  in  the  world,  but 
the  particular  law  of  Spain.  Who  gave 
them  a  power,  my  Lords,  to  prescribe  to 
us  what  goods  our  ships  shall  carry  from 
one  part  of  our  own  dominions  to  another? 
Who  gave  them  a  power  to  subject  our 
seamen  or  merchants  to  torture,  or  to 
punish  them  with  loss  of  liberty  and  estate, 
tliough  they  have  never  perhm  been  in 
any  part  of  the  Spanish  dommions,  nor 
committed  any  crime  against  the  law  of 
nations  ? 

I  know^  my  Lords,  the  pretence  set  up 
.  by  the  Spaniards  for  searching  our  ships 
upon  the  high  seas,  is  to  prevent  iUioit 
tracle  with  uieir  dominions  in  America: 
and  surely,  every  one  that  searches  a  ship, 
either  in  port  or  at  sea,  must  do  it  on  some 
pretence,  or  for  some  end ;  but  no  nation 
ever  did,  or  ever  will,  allow  their  ships  to 
be  searched  on  Ihe  high  seas  by  the  sidb- 
jects  of  another  nation,  on  any  pretenbe, 
or  for  any  end  whatever.  The  Spaniiirds 
have  a  right,  as  every  other  nation  has;  to 
■eafchy  in  a  lavrful  manner,  aU  ships  that 


enter  their  ^otls*  They  fasve  a  rig^  as 
ail  other  nations  have,  to  visit  ahms  ai  sea, 
in  order  to  see  that  they  are  not  MMmd  to 
an  enemy^s  port,  with  sudi  goods  on  board 
as  are  made  contraband  by  the  lav  of  na- 
tions, or  by  particular  treaty;  but  this  they 
must  do  acc(»ding  to  trea^,  tliej  noi^ 
not  pretend  to  sesirch,  ihey  must  give  en- 
tire faith  to  the  biUs  of  lading,  and  eveo 
when  by  them  it  appears,  that  there  are 
contraband  goods  on  board,  they  can  seise 
those  goods  only;  they  have  nothing  to  do 
with  theship  or  the  rest  of  the  cargo.  The 
Spaniards  have  a  right,  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  by  treaties  sid>sisting  between 
the  two  crowns,  to  prevent  illicit  trade  be- 
tween our  sdojects  and  theirs  in  America: 
they  may  seiae  any  British  ship  lliat  shall 
be  found  trafficking  in  any  port  or  haven, 
possessed  by  them  in  America;  but  the 
ship  must  be  in  some  such  port  or  haven, 
and  must  he  found  trafficaing,  or  iband 
there  .without  any  pretence  of  diatresB,  be- 
fore they  can .  seize  her.  They  have  mi 
r^ht  to  seardi  any  British  ship  upon  the 
high  seas,  in  order  to  discover  whether  die 
has  been  carrying  on  an  illicit  trade;  and 
the  right  as  well  as  method  of  visiting  for 
this  purpose,  wfaidi  is  a  right  entirelj  dis- 
tinct, and  very  di&rent  from  the  right  ol 
searching,  remains  yet  unsettled  between 
the  two  nations. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  themistake  that  has 
occasimiea  all  our  late  disputes  with  Spain. 
Our  ministen,  or  at  least  our  aegodaton, 
have  never  properly  distinyiishedb^weco 
searching  and  visiting,  and  the  ^^aamsli 
ministers  would  not ;  because,  whro  we 
continued   puaahng  and   treating,  they 
continued,  and,  I  believe,  will  continue 
searching  and  seizing.    But,  ifoarnego- 
ciators  had  understood  what  diey  were 
about,  they  ought  to  have  insisted  i^ion 
no  search  on  the  open  seas,  as  a  pvehoii- 
nary :  and  then  they  mieht  have  begun  to 
treat  about  the  method  of  visitiiig,  and 
what  might  be  looked  on  as  si^is  or  proe& 
of  the  ^ps  being  engaged  in  an  illicit 
trade.      A  ship's  being  found  hoverine 
upon  their  coast,  with  broken  bulk,  wdA 
without  any  premier  passes  or  Bills  of  lading, 
or  being  able  to  shew  a  just  cause  for  her 
being  there,  or  m  that  condition^  might, 
for  what  I  know,  have  been  aHowed  as 
a  good  reason  for  seizure  and  confiscation. 
But  in  this  case,  I  hope,  no  negociator 
would  have  allowed,  that  a  ship's  having 
any  sort  of  goods  on  board,,  saoidd  be  a 
reason  for  sehEure  or  confiscation,  if  it 
appearedby  the  bills  of  ladiag^  Aat  those 
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goods  were  taken  on  board,  at  any  port  or 
haven  where  such    ship  might  lawfully 
trade.     Every  pretence  of  this  kind  oiuht 
certainly  to  lialre  been  given  up,  as  welTas 
the  point  of  no  search,  by  the  JSj^aniards, 
before  we  had  agreed  to  treat  with  them 
about  the  ineth<m  cf  visiting,  or  about  any 
thing  that  might  be  taken  as  a  proof  of  a 
ship^s  bein§p  engagedin  an  unlawful  trade ; 
and,  if  the  dispute  between  us  had,  at  the 
beginning,  been  put  into  this  light  by  our 
negociatora,  we  might  probably  have  pre* 
vented  a  war,  as  well  as  the  many  losses 
our  merchants  have  met  with  :  Whereas 
we  have  now,  in  mv  opinion,  by  the  ig- 
norance or  the  blunders  of  our  negodators, 
perplexed  this  case   so  much,   we  have 
given  the  Spaniards  such  a  mean  opinion 
of  us,  and  we  have  turned  the  afiirs  of 
Europe  into  such  an  unhappy  situation  ; 
that,  1  am  afraid,  we  must  either  agree  to 
»  dishonourable  treaty  of  peace,  or  en* 
gage  in  a  dangerous  and  unequal  war.    In 
sudi  circumstances,  my  Lords,  shall  we 
say  any  thing  to  his  Majesty,  that  may 
nttke  him  believe,  we  have  a  good  opinion 
of  the  wiadom  or  conduct  of  diose  who 
have  led  us  into  such  a  dflemma  ? 

As  for  what  we  have  now  thought  fit  to 
accept  o£^  whether  it  hasb^ea  called,  or 
ought  to  be  called  a  paper  peace,  is  what 
I  do  not  know.  I  believe  it  ought  rather 
to  be  called  apiece  of  paper*  I  am  afrai^ 
my  Lords,  it  will  be  found  to  be  nothing 
else.  I  do  notexpect  to  see  anyonear- 
ticle  xtf  it  performed.  The  noble  lord 
says,  there  can  benosort  of  peace  buta 
pc^r  peace*  From  what  we  nave  lately 
experienced  one  may,  indeed,  imagine  so ; 
but  surely,  there  is '  as  great  a  d^rence 
between  a  paper  peace imd  area!  peace,  as 
between  a  paper  war  and  a  real  war.  A 
P^per  war  la  a  war  without  any  hosdhties ; 
A  paper  p^ace  is  a  peace  without  aay  des- 
sation  from  hostilities.    A  red  war  is  a 


fonuneneemeat  of  hostilities,  a  real 
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[peace 
>B  a  cessation  from  hostilities.  We  have, 
^  late  years,  made  several  treaties  of 
P«M9e  with  Spain,  yet  they  have  continued 
l^eirhortiliUes  against  us^  and  they  will,  I 
P^ieve,  continae  to  do  so,  notwithstand- 
^E  diis  convention,  unless  we  keep  a 
"Wdron  in  the  West  Indies,  sufficient  to 
prevent*it. 

Thus,  mv  Lords,  I  have  explained  to 
you  the  extraordinary  reason  I  have  for 
^kipc,  that  upon  this  occasion  we  ought 
^ayoidmakiag^use  of  that  method,  or  of 
^^seexpmsions,  that  have  of  late  yean 
oecfkuft  Qsiiai  ^^^  i^ach  occasions.    And 


aa  this  reaaon  is  fiNnded  entiidiy  upe^ 
what  hisMajesty  baa  told  us  m  his  speadi 
iroai  tile  tfanme,  it  is  as  strong  as  it  could 
be,  were  the  treaty  itself  now  b^hse  nm 
What  your  brdships  may  think  of  it,  I  do 
not  know ;  but  with  me  it  is  a  sufficient 
reasonfor  agr^eiDg  to  die  amendment  proi 
posed. 

TheDukcofi4»gyfe; 

My  Lords  ;  in  this  debate  I  have  heard 
many  things  which  I  highly  improve  o^ 
particuhurly  aome  things  that  have  been 
mentioned  by  the  two  noble  lords  sitting 
over  against  me.  As  for  that  treaty,  that 
thine,  they  call  a  Convention,  I  know  it  is 
alittle  irr^pdar  to  say  any  thing  of  it,  till 
it  is  laid  bdTore  us  ;  but  I  know  so  much  o^ 
it  already,  that  1  can  now  say^  I  shall  no! 
approve  of  one  article  of  it^  However, 
my  Lords,  as  there  is  nothmg  in  the  ad« 
dress  proposed  that  can,  in  my  opinioni^ 
be  lookea  on  as  an  qvprdbation  of  that 
treaty  ;  as  it  contains  nothing  but  a  com* 
pljment  to  his  Majesty,  and  even  that  C0m« 
pliment  more  cannuUy  expressed,  than  has 
of  kite  been  usual  upon  such  occaaian ; 
and  as  I  think  it  necessary  upon  the  pre^ 
sent  occasion,  and  in  our  present  circum* 
stances,  to  shew  the  greatest  unanimity 
amonM  ourselves,  and  the  utmost  regard 
and  mi9Ction  for  the  person  of  our  s6ve« 
reign,  therefore  I  shall  be  for  agreeing  to 
what  is  proposed  without  any  amendment. 

The  Lord^  Address  of  ThanksJj  The 
^estion  was  then  put  upon  the  Alneadt 
ment,  which  being  carried  in  the  native 
withcrot  a  division,  the  Address,  as  fitet 
proposed,  was  agreed  to,  and  is  as  fcrilows : 
**  Most  Gracious  Sovereign ; 

**  We  your  Majes^'s  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Lords  Spiritual  saal 
Temporal  in  Parliament  assembled,  bsm 
leave  to  return  your  Majesty  ou^  humbm 
thanks  for  your  teost  gracious  Spe^ek 
from  the  dirone. 

**  Amongst  the  many  convinciag|>roofiv 
whidi  your  Majeslgr  hath  given  of  yoite 
paternal  and  unwearied  care  of  <he  ngfal^ 
of  your  people,  nothing  can  fill  their  heailt 
wiUi  more  grateful  sentiments,  than  that 
sincere  and  a&cttonate  concern,  which 
▼ou  have  so  often  declared,  fbr  the  many 
nardships  and  injuries  sustained  br  youe 
trading  subjects  ia  America*  The  honOna 
of  your  Mi^esty's  crown,  and  the  true  iiw 
terestof  your  people,  are,  and  everwiH 
be,  inseparable;  and  as  your  Majesty; 
halh,  CO  all  ocfsasions,  demonitratedeoliM^ 
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world,  diatyoa  hsfebotheqaany  at  heart, 
it  WW  inmoatible  for  us,  not  to  have  the 
finnest  aependeDoe  on  your  seal  and 
vigilance  for  their  real  security  and  pre* 
•ervation. 

^  The  gradouB  r^ard  which  vour  Ma* 
jeatj  is  pleMcd  to  express  for  the  resola- 
tions  and  advice  of  your  Parliament,  is 
a  great  instance  of  your  royal  goodness ; 
and  thoiigfa  your  IMfajesty's  constant  de- 
sire, out  df  tenderness  to  your  peojple,  to 
avoid  involving  these  kingdoms  m  the 
manifold  inconveniencies  of  war,  must 
indine  you  to  approve  the  b^inning  with 
more  moderate  measures;  yet  we  never 
entertained  the  least  doubt,  but  that  true 
greatness  and  fortitude,  which  inspire 
your  royal  breast,  would  induce  you  to 
exert  your  utmost  power,  in  vindicating 
and  protecting  our  undoubted  privile^ 
of  navigation  and  commerce  '^  ana  in  domf 
josdce  to  yourself  and  your  subjects,  if 
the  conduct  of  the  Court  of  Spain  had 
made  such  measures  necenary. 

«<  We  beg  leave  on  this  occasion,  to 
oSsr  to  your  Majesty  our  unfeigned  thadcs 
for  your  great  goodness  and  oondesoen- 
sion,  in  acquiunting  usfirom  the  throne, 
that  a  Convention  is  concluded  and  rati- 
fied between  vour  Majesty  and  the  king  of 
Spain,  whereby  reparation  is  agreed  to  be 
made  to  your  subjects  for  their  losses,  by 
a  certab  stipulated  ^yment ;  and  plem- 
potentiaries  are  appointed  for  r^|ulating, 
within  a  limited  time,  att  those  grievances 
and'  abuses  which  have  hitherto  inter- 
rupted our  commerce  and  navigation  in 
the  American  seas ;  and  that  your  Ma- 
jesty will  be  pleased  to  order  the  Conven- 
tion and'separate  Articles  to  be  laid  be- 
fore us. 

**  We  should  fidl  short  of  those  warm  hn- 
pressions  of  gratitude,  which  we  feel  in 
ourselves,  as  well  as  be  wanting  in  our  duty, 
if  we  (Ud  not  return  your  Majesty  our 
most  thankful  acknowledgments  for  your 
royal  care,  in  making  use  of  the  confi- 
dence reposed  in  your  Majesty,  with  no 
other  view,  but  the  general  and  lasting 
benefit  of  your  kingdoms.  Reparation  for 
past  bjuries  and  losses,  and  efiectual  secu- 
rity for  the  future,  founded  in  justice,  and 
warranted  by  treaties,  have  been  the  great 
views  of  your  Majesty,  and  your  Parlia- 
ment, in  this  national  and  important  affiur ; 
and  if  those  purposes  can  be  attained, 
without  jplun^g  the  nation  into  a  war,  it 
must  ^ve  Sie  truest  satisfaction  to  all 
your  fiuthful  subjects,  who  cannot  but  be 
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are  able  and  ready  to  defend  aAd  vindi- 
cate their  rights,  aganst  the  encroach- 
ments of  all  aggressors. 

'*  We  are  deeply  sensible,  how  unbe- 
coming and  pernicious  it  would  be  at  any 
time,  to  suffer  eitfaer  prejudices  or  ani- 
mosities tomix  themselves  withparliaiiiai- 
tary  delibeiBtions;  and  your  Majesty's 
gracious  reoommoidation  to  us,  partico- 
uurly  to  avoid  them  at  this  important  con- 
juncture, cannot  fiul  to  awaken  in  us  a 
m<Me  than  ordinary  caution  on  that  head. 
Great  Britain  hath  but  one  oonunoD  in- 
terest, consisting  in  the  securi^  of  your 
Maje«^*s  person  and  government,  and  the 
we&re  and  happineas  of  your  people : 
and  when  your  Majes^  is  pleasea  to  es- 
hort  us  to  unanimity,  it  is  only  caDing 
upon  us  to  unite  for  our  own  preservasion. 
We  therefore  beseech  your  Majesty,  to 
accept  the  strongest  and  most  aroctiooate 
assurances,  that  we  will  zealously  and 
cheerfully  concur  in  all  sudi  measwes,  as 
shall  be  most  conducive  to  thoee  great  and 
desirable  oads.'* 

The  Ktng^s  AntwerJ]  His  Majesty 
gave  this  Answer : 

*«  My  Lords  ;  I  thank  you  for  this  du- 
tiful and  affisctionate  Address,  and  for  the 
dependence  you  express  on  my  care,  to 
make  use  of  the  confidence  you  repoee  in 
me,  for  the  general  benefit  of  my  people. 
You  may  rdy  on  the  continuance  of  my 
endeavours  to  perfect  the  acoommodation 
widi  the  Court  of  Spain,  in  such  a  manner; 
as  may  be  most  for  the  honour  of  my 
crown,  and  the  true  interest  of  my  king- 
doms; and  that  I  will  pursue  such  mea- 
sures, as  ^alhappear  to  be  most  conducive 
to  thefiiture  security  of  the  trade  and  na- 
vigation of  my  subjects." 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Address 
of  77iORib.]  Mr.  Hanbtny  Williams 
moved  an  Address   of  Thanks*  to  his 

-       ni 

*  *<  When  the  Commons  returned  to  their 
House,  great  debates  arose  upon  the  words  of 
the  address.  The  antinniDisterisI  party  werv» 
in  fact,  for  leaviog  out  e? en  all  oKBtioii  of  the 
ooQ?  entioo,  or  meatiooing  it  wilb  a  eenaurp. 
Sir  Joha  Barnard  took  aotiee,  that  the  speech 
itself  was  most  absurdly  woided,  because  by 
that,  plenipotentiaries   were  to  rqfulate  the 

Srievanoes  and  abases  that  liad  happened  to  the 
ritish  subjects,  from  the  insolence  and  cruelty 
of  the  Spaniards:  to  reguUte  abuses,  he  said, 
implied  a  contiDiianee  m  them,  bot  only  oadcr 
another  form :  and  that  the  whole  aMUter  of 
the  conTtnlion  pmpUed  so  n^nch.     la  short,. 
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Majtety  for  his  most'  gracious  Speech. 
The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Fane, 
tnd  produced  a  debate* 

Sir  William  Wyndliam  said : 

Sir ;  though  no  gentleman  in  this  House 
has  a  greater  regard  for  his  Majesty  than 
I  have*  nor  woiud  be  more  ready  to  agree 
to  every  expression  of  zeal  and  duty  to 
hk  person,  yet  I  can  by.no  means  a^ee 
to  an  Address  in  the  terms  of  thb  motion. 


be  was  against  all  expressions  that  lookeJ  like 
the  least  approbatioYi  of  so  destructive  a  mea- 
tore ;  and  when  Mr.  Hanbury  Williams  made 
t  rootioD,  as  nsual,  in  terms  of  the  speech 
from  the  throne,  a  motioD  was  made,  to  make 
nse  of  DO  more  of  it  than  just  **  to  (haok  bis 
3iajesty  for  hit  speech,  and  to  assure  him,  that 
the  house  Will  grant  bim  such  supplies,  as 
shall  he  necessary  for  the  honour  and  security 
of  his  Majesty  and  bis  kiogdoRis,and  endeavour 
to  .iToid  all  heats  and  animosities  in  carrying 
OQ  the  public  business  in  that/nritical  conjunc- 
ture." But  this  motion  was  objected  to,  as 
beioflr  both  unreasonable  and  disrespectful^  es- 
pecially as  the  convention  bad  not  yet  been 
regularly  laid  before  the  house.  The  address, 
therefore,  moved  for  b?  Mr.  Hanbury  Wil- 
liams, was  afp-eed  to  after  loos^  debate,  by  a 
najority  of  230  acfaiust  141.  I  debate  of  the 
very  same  kind  happened  at  the  same  time 
in  the  bouse  of  peers,  where  many  harsh 
tilings  were  thrown  out,  both  against  the 
tpeech  and  the  convention.  But  at  the  close 
of  the  debate,  the  earl  of  Scarborouffb  and  the 
<luke  of  Argyle,  though  they  declared  their 
ilisapprobatioo  of  the  <;onvention  itself,  thought 
it  would  be  indecent  to  make  no  mention  of 
it  in  tJieir  address,  and  that  unanimity  amongst 
themselves  was  of  the  utmost  consequence  at 
that  importapt  juncture.  The  Address  pro- 
posed by  the  court  -lords  was  agreed  to  without 
division."    Tmdal. 

**The  motion  for  an  Address  encountered 
violent  opposition  to  both  Houses.  In  the 
Lords,  however,  it  passed  without  a  divisiod, 
by  the  interposition  of  the  ear)  of  Scarborough 
and  the  duke  of  Argyle,  who,  though  they  de- 
ctared  their  disapprobation  of  that  thing  called 
a  convention,  y^t  conceived  it  would  be  irre- 
gnlar  to  mention  it  till  it  was  laid  before  them, 
and  thought  that  unanimity  was  highly  ne- 
cessary at  the  present  juncture. 

"  Id  the  Commons,  an  address  beiDg  moved 
for  as  usual,  in  the  terms  of  t^  speech,  sir 
William  Wvndbam  objected  to  all  expressions 
which  mignt  appear  an  approbation  of  the 
convention,  and  therefore  proiK>sed  omitting 
the  paragraph  which  alluded  to  it,  and  merely 
to  thaok  the  king  for  his  speech,  and  to  assure 
him  that  the  liouse  would  grant  the  necessary 
■applies,  and  to  endearoui*  to  avoid  all  heats 


In  the  first  place.  Sir,  give  me  leave  to 
observe,  it  looks  a  little  suspicious,  tliat 
the  meeting  of  Parliament  has  been  put 
off  at  this  critical  and  important  juncture 
for  fourteen  days.  Though  I  am  not 
very  apt  to  believe  vulgar  reports,  yet  I 
am  sony  to  say,  it  is  but  too  probable,  that 
the  Pourt  of  Spain  had  dared  to  trifle 
with  us  in  a  most  egregious  manner,  not* 
withstanding  the  rQpolutions  both  Houses 
came  to  last  session ;  and  that  they  could 


«  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  in  a  long  and  able 
speech,  defended  the  conduct  of  ministers  in 
tne  negociatton  with  Spain.  He  declared  that 
the  accommodation  was  attended  with  all  the 
advantages  which  the  most  successful  warfare 
could  have  prtMsored.  He  shewed,  under  the 
existing  drcunkstanciw,  it  was  more  prudent 
and  beneficial  to  avoid  extremities;  that,  all 
the  commercial  nations,  even  France  itself, 
did  not  object  to  the  claim'  of  searching  and 
seizing  their  ships,  when  taken  in  the  act  of 
carrymg  on  illegal  trade.  He  then  extolled 
the  convention,  with  a  wantonness  of  praise  not 
usual  with  him,  and  declared  he  thought  it  bis 
peculiar  happiness,  that  the  nation  would  deem 
the  inflnenoe  he  possessed,  tlie  principal  means 
of  its  ratiikalion ;  and  that  he  should  oot  be 
sorry  if  it  was  considered  as  a  measure  eotiraly 
his  own.  He  finally  observed,  that  it  was  unir 
fair  to  decide  on  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the 
convention,  before  it  was  known ;  that  in  i| 
few  days  it  would  be  submitted  to  the  House, 
when  a  candid  discussion  would  take  place  \ 
and  that  as  there  was  no  reason  to  suppose  it 
contrary  to  the  known  intevest  of  the  nation^ 
he  saw  no  ifrouudv  for  opposing  the  address. 
He  reminded  tlie  House,  that  the  last  sesskm 
he  declared  himself  answerable  for  the  men* 
sures  pursued  by  government,  while  be  was 
minister ;  he  was  prepared  to  make  ffood  his 
promise  ;  all  be  desired  was  a  candid  hearing, 
and  that  he  hoped  would  not  be  denied.  He 
concluded,  by  opposing  the  amendment,  and 
supporting  the  ori^nal  address." 

«•  He  was  answered  by  Littleton,  sir  John 
Hynde  Cotton,  and  sir  John  Barnard,  who 
took  nottoe  that  the  speech  itself  was  most  a|b» 
surdly  worded,  because  it  atated,  that  plenipo* 
tcntiaries  were  to  regulate  the  grievances  and 
abuses  that  had  happened  to  the  British  sub- 
jects, from  the  insolence  and  cruelty  of  th# 
Spaniards:  now  to  refruUte abuses,  he  said, 
implied  a  continuance  of  them,  but  only  under 
another  form. 

'  "  The  motion  for  the  address  was  earned 
by  SS4  against  Ul;  a  majority  wbidi  ha- 
spired  the  minister  with  unfounded  hopes  of  a 
quiet  and  easy  session,  for  on  the  contrary, 
every  measure  was  adopted,  and  every  expe- 
dient resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  harrassmg 
administration,  and  throwing  an  odium  on  the 
measures  of  goviernment."  Coxe'S  Memoirs 
of  sir  R.  Walpole. 
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not  be  broa^t  to  make  the  least  con* 
cession  in  our  favour,  till  we  had  given  up 
•very  thing  that  we  ought  most  strenuously 
to  have  insisted  on.  I  say,  Shr,  it  is  but 
too  probable,  that  this  Is  the  true  reason 
^hy  we  did  not  sit  fourteen  dAys  i^o.  The 
Spaniards  knew  well,  that  something  must 
be  done  to  satisfy  the  exj^tations  of  the 
parliament  and  the  nation;  they  knew 
that  our  ministiT  would  purchase  this  at 
any  rate ;  they  knew  at  the  same  time,  by 
repeated  experience,  that  we  are  so  w 
irom  being  fond  of  fighting,  that  we  would 
flfive  up  almost  any  thing  rather  than  enter 
mto  a  just  and  necessary  war.  Therefore 
they  put  things  off  from  time  to  time,  Ull 
tliey  brought  us  to  the  very  critical  day,  I 
i|iay  say  hour,  when  it  was  necessary  for 
v»  to  grant  them  their  own  terms.  I  beg 
leave  to  give  my  reasons  for  thinking  so, 
and  these  reasons  shall  be  founded  ppon 
the  ereatest  and  most  unauestionable  ^u- 
thonty,  the  words  of  his  Majesty's  Speech. 
We  are  told  there.  Sir,  that  a  Convention 
with  Spain  is  concluded  and  ratified ;  and 
that  in  conse(|uence  of  this  Convention, 
plenipotentianes'have  been  nominated  for 
ledresstng  within  a  limited  time  all  our 
grievances  and  ^uses.  I  have  no  mannet^ 
of  design  to  forestal  the  opinion  of  the 
House  upon  this  Convention ;  I  hope  we 
shall  be  soon  favoured  with  seeing  it,  and 
%  wish  that  it  may.be  found  a  good  one. 
But  I  beg  leave  to  take  notice,  that  our 
ministers  would  have  shewn  a  much 
greater  regard  for  the  sentiments  of  Par* 
Ixament  than  they  have  done,  if  this  Con* 
vantion  had  been  communicated  to  the 
House  before  it  was  ratified.  By  this 
means,  Sir,  we  should  not  liave  been  put 
to  the  ungrateful  task  of  perhaps  con- 
demm'ng  a  measure  which  has  had  the 
royal  sanction,  and  which  is  now  in  some 
sort  irrevocable.  But  how  have  our  mi- 
■istry  managed?  Why,  Sir,  they  put  off 
the  meetine  of  Parliament  for  fourteen 
^a3r8,  in  ortier  to  tlirow  this,  I  may  call  it, 
unsurmountable  difficulty  in  our  way ;  and 
dien  we  are  told,  that  this  Convention  is 
concluded,  not  only  concluded  but  rati- 
fied, and  not  only  so,  but  that  plenipo- 
tentiaries are  appomted  to  see  it  executed, 
aadtocarry  it  intoadefinkiv«  treaty.  This 
is  a  very  boM  stroke,  espedally  as  the 
Patliaraent  has  already  pomted  out  what 
our  rights  are.  If  regard  has  been  had  to 
the  resolutions  of  rarliament,  I  can  see 
no  maimer  of  reason  for  appointing  pleni- 
^tentiaries  for  settling  all  matters  in 
>qte.    Jhe  Parliomentyl  think,  has 
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ahreadv  done  that,  by  expienly  Hawitiiii* 
ing  what  the  rights  and  prhHtegea  crf'this 
nation  with  r^a^d  to  our  navigation  in  the 
Indies  are.  Therefore  1  cannot  conceive 
what  these  gentlemen  our  plenipotentianes 
areto  settle,  unless  they  intend,  by  virtoe 
of  their  full  powers,  to  give  op  some  pot 
^what  the  nrliament  has  already  found 
to  be  the  undoubted  right  of  this  natioii. 
I  am  certain.  Sir,  that  if  th^  had  made 
the  resolutions  wUch  the  Pbdiament  came 
to  last  session,  the  foundation  of  their  de- 
mands ;  if  they  had  discovered  a  res<^ution 
to  break  off  all  treating,  rather  than  de- 
part from  the  sense  of  Parliament,  either 
a  definitive  treaty  might  have  beea  ob- 
tained, or  we  should  by  this  time  have 
known  the  worst.  But  by  what  appears 
from  his  Majesty's  Speech,  this  Conven- 
tion is  no  other  than  a  preliminarv ;  and  in 
all  probability  a  very  bad  preliminary  t<io^ 
and  the  minister  liieis  ventured  to  clothe 
some  of  his  creatures  with  fiill  powers  to 
give  up  the  rights  of  this  nation;  for  they 
may  do  it,  if  they  dare. 

I  know.  Sir,  it  will  be  said,  that  if  these 
plenipotentiaries  should  act  in  so  scanda- 
lous a  manner,  they  are  liable  to  the  cen- 
sure of  this  House.  But  will  it  be  any  sa- 
tisfaction to  our  injured  country,  that  two 
or  three  persons,  who  have  but  very  little 
property,  and  perhaps  as  litUe  reputation 
to  lose,  should  fall  under  the  censure  of 
this  House,  after  they  have  shamefully  sa- 
crificed her  most  valuable  privileged  Be- 
sides, Sir,  how  easy  is  it  for  a  state 
offender  to  screen  himself  from  the  justice 
of  his  country  by  flying  from  it,  when  he 
has  made  any  step  to  its  disadvantage  or 
dishonour  ?  This  is  no  uncommon  ttdng ; 
and  I  should  not  at  all  be  surprized,  even 
if  the  auUiors,  whoever  they  are,  of  this 
convention,  should  find  it  neoessarv  to 
keep  those  underiings,  whom  they  have 
employed  in  conchioing  it,  at  a  distance, 
and  not  suffer  them  to  return,  lest  they  be 
obliged  to  discover  some  secrets  which  cer- 
tain gentlemen  m^y  think  necessary  to  be 
concealed.  Should  a  dishonourable  defi- 
nitive treaty  be  concluded  upon  the  foot- 
ing of  this  convention,  our  most  vaiua^e 
rights,  even  the  independency  of  this 
Crown,  may  be  given  up,  without  our 
being  able  either  to  save  them,  or  to  bring 
the  authors  to  condign  punishment.  I  re- 
member to  have  heard  or  read,  diat  the 
gentleman  who  concluded  the  American 
treaty,  the  observance  of  which  is  all  we 
now  contend  for  with  the  crown  of  Spain, 
end  which  wai  in  those  days  looked  upon 
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u  a  ^etf  bad  one»  never  thought  fit  to  re- 
turn to  Englandyfor  fear  of  a  parliamentary 
censure. 

From  tliese  considerations  and  many 
other,  I  believe  eentlemen  wiD  find  it  no 
easy  matter  for  tnem  to  agree  to  the  pre- 
sent motion.  With  what  propriety.  Sir, 
can  we  congratulate  his  Majesty  on  his  suc- 
cess, in  concluding  a  imeasure,  before  we 
know  what  kind  Si  ^  measure  it  is.  No 
gentleman  here  can,  or  at  least  will,  take  it 
upon  him  to  inform  this  House,  what  are 
the  particular  heads  of  this  convention; 
what  are  the  sums  stipulated  to  be  paid,  or 
in  what  manner  our  grievances,  which 
luve  been  so  fully  proved  in  Parliament, 
and  are  so  loudly  complained  of  by  the  na* 
tion,  are  to  be  redressed.  If  we  can  sup- 
pose the  sum  that  is  stipulated  by  this 
convention,  to  amount  to  one  tenth  part  of 
what  we  have  suffered  by  the  Spaniards; 
if  ire  can  suppose  that  there  is  a  clause  in 
the  convention,  which  leaves  all  the  former 
treaties  betwixt  us  and  Spain  at  the  mercy 
of  those  plenipotentiaries ;  if  we  supjpose 
farther.  Sir,  that  some  part  of  our  nghts 
and  possessions  are  actually  giv^n  up  by 
this  convention,  will  any  gentlenian  say 
that  we  ought  to  agree  to  mb  motion, and 
return  thanks  for  measures,  not  only  be- 
fore we  know  what  they  are,  but  after  the 
strongest  reason  for  presuming  that  thev 
are  bad.  I  hope  therefore,  gentlemen  wifi 
tliink  it  sufficient,  if  we  shaUupon  this  oc- 
casion, confine  ourselves  to  those  expres- 
sions, that  are  respectful  and  dutiful  to  his 
Mojesty^s  person,  without  addins  any 
thing  in  our  Address,  that  may  loox  like 
»n  approbation  of  this  convention.  For 
this  purpose,  I  think,  we  ought  to  leave  out 
all  tne  words  of  this  Address,  but  the  first 
and  last  paragraphs.         ' 

^\r  Robert  WdpoU : 

Sir;  the  importance  of  this  juncture, 
the  expectations  of  the  House,  and  the 
^are  1  have  die  honour  to  bear  in  his 
Majesty's  counsels,  make  it  proper  and  ne- 
<^cssar}'  that  I  should  say  somewhat  on  this 
occasion :  but  at  the  same  time,  I  awn  that 
I  am  able  to  say  nothing  that  can  eive  any 
gentleman,  who  judges  coolly  ana  impar- 
^Jf  any  additioruil  conviction  of  this 
Address  without  the  Amendment  being 

roper,  besides  what  he    must   receive 

rom  reading  the  words  of  tlie  Address 
Itself.  * 

We  have  now,  Shr,  entered  into  a  de* 
^  about  a  measure,  the  event  of  which 
<nust,  m  some  degree,  mfiuence  posterity 
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in  the  judgment  that  they  shall  form  of  the 
wisdom  of  the  British  govemmfent  during 
his  present  Majesty's  reign.  The  wrongs 
we  nave  received  from  Spain  have  been 
great,  and  the  present  age  expects  that  the 
satisfaction  we  are  td  receive,  or  the  re** 
venge  we  are  to  take  for  these  wrongs, 
will  be  great  also.  Future  ages,  Sir,  in 
case  the  present  is  disappointed  in  this  en* 
pectation,  wiU  look  upon  us  as  a  dispirited, 
corrupted,  mead  people;  in  short,  they 
will  look  upon  us  in  the  same  light  in  #hich 
some  gentlemen  take  the  liberty  to  reprc 
sent  tne  ministry.  But,  Sir,  it  on  this  oc^ 
casion  his  Majesty's  ministers  have  ob« 
tained  more  than  ever  on  like  occasions 
was  known  to  be  obtained ;  if  they  have 
reconciled  the  peace  of  their  country  to 
her  true  interest ;  if  this  peace,  Sir,  is  at- 
tended with  all  the  advantage  that  the 
most  successful  arms  could  have  procured^ 
as  I  hope  to  make  appear,  I  will  be  bold 
to  say,  that  future  ages,  always  impartial 
in  their  censure  or  praise,  will  consider 
this  as  the  most  glorious  period  of  our  his- 
tory, and  do  that  justice  to  the  counsels 
which  have  produced  this  happy  event, 
which  ever^  gentleman  who  oivests  him«* 
self  of  passion  and  prejudice  is  ready  to  do^ 
and  which  I  have  great  reason  to  believe 
the  present  age,  when  i^htly  informed, 
wiH  not  refuse. 

This  House  and  Fariiament,  Sir,  is  his 
Majest3r's  greatest;  safest,  and  best  coun- 
cil. A  seat  in  this  House  is  equal  to  any 
dignity  derived  from  posts  or  titles,  and 
the  approbation  of  tnis  House  is  pre- 
ferable to  all  that  power,  or  even  Majesty 
itself,  can  bestow :  therefore  when  I  speat 
here  as  a  minister,  I  speak  as  possessing 
my  powers  from  his  Majes^,  but  as  being 
answerable  to  thb  House  for  the  exercise 
of  those  powers.  I  have  often.  Sir,  on 
other  occasions,  professed  my  readiness  to 
submit  to  the  justice  of  my  countrvy  and 
shall  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  the  juagment 
this  House  shall  form  of  our  negociations; 
because  while  I  do  that,  I  am  sure  to  sufler 
no  wrong.  But,  as  the  best  and  most 
ec^uitable  intentions' may  be  perverted  hf 
nusrepresentation  offsets,  and  as  the  most 
impartial  mind  is  susceptible  of  prejudice 
when  artfully  instilled,  I  hope  it  will  be 
looked  upon  as  a  proper  piece  of  justice 
done  to  myself,  if^I  shall  endeavour,  b^ 
stating  one  or  two  fiuits,  to  set  this  affiiu^ 
in  a  light  that  may  remove  all  objections. 

The  chief  consideratieo.  Sir,  that  arises 
from  the  present  question  is.  Whether,  as 
Great  Britain  is  now  circumstancedt  it  hs4 

[3Pr 


917] 


12  GEORGE  U. 


Z)e$^«  M  the  CotHfHQit^. 


CW 


l)eeii  more  propier  for  the  government  %o 
(lave  entered  into  a  bloody  and  i^nccrtaiu 
war,  or  to  lay  suph  a  found^tiop  for  a 
peace*  as  no  gentleman  can  regularly  pro- 
^ouac^  is  not  a  safe  and  honourable  u>und- 
atioa.  In  order  to  consideir  this  questioi^ 
rightly,  we  must  take  a  view  of  the  advan- 
tages we  could  propose  to  ourselves  in 
case  of  a  war  with  Spain,  and  in  case  that 
war  was  even  to.  be  successful. 

I  know  that  gentlemen,  who  are  other- 
wise very  candid  upon  this  point,  are  apt 
to  imagine,  from  the  military  glory  of  {Ills 
nation  thi^t  our  arms  are  invincible :  and 
I  o.wn.  Sir,  that  this  is  a  most  prevailuoig 
argument,  especi^y  in  a  popular  assem* 
bly.  Th^re  is  somevfhat  in  it,  ti^  flutters 
^  aiphi^tion  which  people  generally  en- 
tertain of  acquiring  fame  and.  riches  by 
the  sam^e  mcaijis  thai^  raised  their  ancestors. 
In  the  histor]^  of  our  w^^rs  wi^  Spain^  we 
fee  great  navies  de^e^ed^  &s^9k  tc(^asurcs, 
and  still  gr^er  glories^  aiQ^uired  by  pux 
soldiers  an4  sailors*  Bujt  i^  ihe  xp/ean 
while,  we  never  reflect  Iha^  thjB  situation 
of  affaii^  betw.i2f:t  B,rU^i]^  a^  Spain  is  en.- 
tirely  difEeient  ^pm  ^hal  it  thi^n  was, 
Sp^  ^^  tb^t  tjaofi  ^^tbue  dread,  was  t^^ 
ei>vy  of  ]^urppe ;  a^  sine,  hsA  theu.  pp^eK-> 
fal  armam^ntSi,  whipb.  ^xci)^  tW.  courage 
of  th^  b^ave,,ai)d  immense  treasure*  ^1^ 
her  own,  that  prompted  thQ  ayariqe  of  th^ 
fioh.  SUbje  h«a  np^  ofie  aQy  it^  the  n^grld 
who  bore  her  gOQdrv^ili  e^ou^.  to  assist 
her  wijtb,  a^jic  ^e^^^  and  h^r  vie«frs  were  so 
da^e^oujs,  that  h^r  e^pvfim  boi:^»;e4 
Qourage  from  despaur. 

At  present,  Sjr,  if  I,  ma^r  advafipe  ^m- 
rsidox,  her  gres^f^pst  security  li€»,  in  hec 
vi/sible  wpalpiess.  The  presei;v^t|,oQ  of  t;he 
Spanish  monarchy  entlfq  ^4  undismeo^ 
bered,  has,  for  almQst  an  agip  past^  seemedt 
to  be  the  gi^neral  inclinapx^n  of  all  the 
powers  in  Europe,  becapse,  w,ejre  the  riches 
that  flow  iotq  ^>aio»  to  f^  int<o- 1^  ha;nds 
9f  any  other  people,  the  res^  of  Europe, 
must  soon  be  dram^d  of  all  its  t^easur^^i 
Whereas,  at  present,  thei;e  is.  SQarce  any 
nation  in  Europe,  whq  haj|  not  a  l^ger; 
property  in  her  pla^  ship^  and  g^leons^ 
than  she  liei»elf  lias.  It  is  true,  alJi  t}xfit, 
treasure  is  brought,  home  in  Danish  napa^e^ 
a^d  the  king  of  Spain  generally  iipposes.^ 
b^ge  indulto  upon  it ;  but  Spain  herself 
i^  na  more  than  the  canal^  through  which. 
O^cse  tieasures. are  conveyed  all  over  the 
rest  of  Emrope.  Shpuld  therefore  we  pre* 
tend  to  seize  these  treasures,  we  could  not 
^1  to  meet  with  a  powerful  opposition^ 
$yen  our  best  aUies>  Sir,  I  W.afij^d  would 


look  with  a  vejfy  indiffisrenl  ej^imoai  vi^ 

a  step,  9Dd  be  the  first  that  would  «qjUr 
their  complaints  against  it. 

B<,it  I  have  he^ixi  it  objected^  that  if  this 
is  a  good  reason  now  for  Qivr  not  endetr 
vouring  to  distress  Spain  by  interoepci^g 
her  treasures,  the  same  reason  will  always 
exist :  since  the  other  powers  of  Europe 
will  always  have  a  property  in  these  sbips^ 
therefore  there  never  can  be  a  tigoe  proper 
for  us  to  do  ourselves  justice  in  case  we 
are  denied  it  by  Spain.  I  think  tliis  argu- 
ment rather  plausible  than  solid.  For  my 
own  part,  Sii',  I  a-m  of  opinion,  thai  though 
this  would  not  ha^ve  been  the  proper  tiine 
for  such  a  step,  yet  it  is  not  impossible  bui 
that  a.  time  may  come  when  such  i^  step 
may  be  proper  and  necessary.  B^  give 
mel^aye  to  say,  th^t  this  necessity  caa 
arise  only  £toTik  our  su&ring  mPje  from 
the  violence  and  injustice  of  ^  Smaiftrdd^ 
t^an  we  cai^  sufifer  from  a  confederacy  of 
all  the  rest  of  £ui;opc  tal^ug  their  part. 
It  never  Ga^a.  be  propcrj  Sir«  for  ua  to  srige 
the  An^erican  treasijiresii  ualiil  their  court 
shall  absolutely  deny  us,  justicet  apd  t^  us 
io,d,pwnright  t^rms^that  sh^  ii|  r^olved  to 
h^e  no  refi^dto  lireati^Sj,  and  that  she  is 
determined  to  do  aU  she  can  to  niin  cor 
trade,  and  (o  distu^l^  ijis  in  the  poa9^|piQ9 
ofour  An9^>P9^.domioions*  IjTsh^sbouU 
pcop^d,  Sir«  tQ^that  he^htof  iBJuslice^ 
^^,  flight  very  if^wsaHj  Qepclud^„  tte 
hf^re  our  ^  wa%  ati  stake ;  that  tf  wq  should 
look  iaftkdy  on  while  QUf  Am,epeaa  con^ 
merce  ws^.  r^uinod*  oujc  EWopeap  naua 
soo;i  fyUfm ;  ^P^  ^re  is  not  a  petty  re- 
public, 8^  p^y  priice,  in  aR  E^opet  who 
wil)  pay,  ai^y  regard  tQ  a  people  who  su^ 
Sf^eh  izMol^iee^  ^uch  iujustioe,  without  re* 
sei^ting  it;  aji4  that,  if  all  our  trade  is 
cone  and  ruined,  the  nation  is  ^i  efe($  uor 
done.  Therefore  we  have  nothing  in  the 
worst  event  to  fear,  worse  than  what  must 
unavoidably  happen  iCwe  suiTer  this  tceat- 
i»fint  apy  Ipnger.  I  say,  S»,  whep  we 
sh^l  bebcouglit.  tbj90.  low,  and  when  the 
Spanish  insolence  sh#U  run  so  hi^  as  ta 
render  tjbis  way  of  reasoning  juel^  a»d  na? 
tuK9l»  then,  is  tli^  time,  for  ustp.veatnra 
upQUi  so  bold>  I.  bad  almost  call^il^  so  des- 
petfi^  a  8tc»  as  the  sejbeiag  the  Spanish 
treasu^s*  B»t  wjU  a»y  gentleown,  take 
upon  him  tp.  pscKiAunce,  tm  the  present 
juncture  comes  within,  this  desqriptioQ»  or 
thatjt^  cveumAtaacesadmil  of  any  pacaUal 
with  those  of  the  time  I  have  just  now  & 
^ured  I  no,  Sir^  Sp^«  foe  from  sujiport- 
mg  apy  just  clauos  tint  %re  imconsisteaC 
with  th^mtereil  of  thisoftthm^has  acuially 
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ineUnquiflhM  dkM  rile  befbre  fli^t  up :    ih^ 
hat  actualljr,  I  akj^  Sir»  rdinquuheO  claito 
which  she  maihtained  for  these  threeecorb 
yean  {>ast.    I  bdiere  I  may  ^o  hi^isr,  I 
may  say,  she  has  0e^»  by  this  very  coh- 
ventioA,  mellnqui^ied  a  claim  which  sh^ 
has  maintaineu  e^r  since  she  poeseseed 
her  American  dominions.    But  tnat  is  not 
^,  she  ha*  &ot  only  given  up  this  claitA^ 
but  has    paid  damages  for  the  iniur^ 
which  the  British  subjecU  hax'e  suffered^ 
in  consequence  of  her  pretended  rights,  al 
(bonded  upon  this  claim*     This^  Sir,  is 
sQch  a jpoidt  gained)  that  gentlemen  inust 
he  mlfylly  blind,  if  they  do  not  see  tlMt 
any  adrnhdiitration  m  Britain  must  have 
been  load,  had  th^y  de^erately  plunged 
their  country  into  «  war,  while  it  was  in 
their  power  to  conclude  a  peace,  where 
this  great,  this  decisive  concession  Was  to 
serve  as  the   foundation.      Upon    what 
pounds,  Sir,  could  we  have  proceeded  to 
extremities  with  Spain  ?  had  we  btetended 
that,  because  s6me  of  our  mercnants  had 
suffered  by  the  injustice  and  n&paciousness 
of  her  subjects,  therefore  we  were  resohred 
to  be  deaf  to  every  other  wdy  of  mi^ng 
up  the  diftrence  that  followed  upon  thS 
injustice,  than  that  of  the  sword :   had  wd 
made  such  a  declanrtion,  and  sudi  a  de^^ 
daratlon  we  fbtfst  hdve  mad^  if  we  hild 
gone  to  Wflf  )  Would  not  8pain  have  had  i 
very  plausible  pretext  fdr  interesting  the 
other  powers  of  Europe  in  her  favour  > 
ttttght  ibe  not  theft  hikve  told  the  French 
court,  <«  It  is  true,  some  of  the  firitish 
nverthants  suffered  by  my  subjects,  but 
^vithaut  my  knowledge,  and  against  my 
intcmtton  t  but  I  wm  no  sooner  infoftn^d 
of  the  tm«  ita^  of  Ae  affair,  than  I  of- 
fered bet  tXi  ittsiginflble  salisfkction ;    I 
^▼en  offered  to  -fadenmify  the  merchants 
^  the  losses  thevhave  sustiuned;  I  of- 
fered to  tie  myself  down  to  a  strict  Ob- 
servance 4f  tfeaties;   but  h  teems  that 
these  eonoeseions  do  not  ansWer  the  views 
of  Britaffi.    She  therefofe^certatnly  enter- 
^8  9Mot  dadgei'oui  de^gn ;  she  is  form- 
ing some  project  didt  may  be  destructive 
^your  bter^  and  which  I  shall  nevoid 
be  able  to  dlawpdlnt  but  by  your  means/' 
This,  Sf ,  I  iay,  would  hdVfe  beeft  the 
^P^  «f  Spain,  had  the  administr^oh 
^6  rqeettd  all  her  dflfefs,  and  tnfMd  Ks 
^  Upto  fh^  ta6»  fflvoiurabl6  pt^sala. 
joo  coorc  of  FraMCj  fltt  th^  n^ean  tiftie, 
»ew«  too  j^ly,  bf  her  owA  conduct, 
^  ber  Btfnite  o^  (he  <tef ter  ii.    She 
Sf^lhfnlv  that  rf^  k  df  opinion,  Oit 


seas,  and  that  such  a  ship,  if  concetned  ih 
an  unlawful  trade,  vtm  be  brought  into  th^ 
Spanish  ports  and  there  condehmed.  I 
say,  that  France  ia  plahily  of  that  opinion^ 
because  we  know  that  snips  b(elM?!hg  ti 
her  were  actually  tak^  and  cohnseated 
by  the  Spaniards ;  nay»  Sit,  I  can  venture 
to  affinn,  that  seizOreH  have  b^n  ftiad^  df 
French  vessels,  as  much  ih  vfolatibn  of  dl 
treaties  and  jusiioe,  as  any  British  nubjeift 
ever  ytst  had  reason  to  comjpbiin  af ;  bul 
we  never  heaird  thit  France  reeiaihied 
thoae  shipS)  I  do  not  know  whether  thift 
happened  because  her  nkinistry  was  ot'df^v 
nion  that  these  seiaures  wera  jUstifiabll^  of 
because  they  thought  It  Would  be  imt^uMl 
to  embroil  tkein»ehi»  with  Spain  on  dfe^ 
count  of  any  pritata  quarrel,  t  da  hot  ai 
all  deny,  thitt  we  have  auft red  a  gtaai  m^ 
more  from  th^  Spaniards  thak  thd  Fr^B<4 
have ;  but  I  ihention  this  to  inlb^  tM 
House  that,  in  idl  apf^^raince,  th)^  FVda^ 
would  have  been  duir  enemi^,  had  w^ 

rne  to  wat  before  we  had  traated ;  afld 
we  had  rejected  all  teifha  af  iftcc<Mnin04 
dation,  or  insisted  an  th\>se  tbnfM  thai  k% 

Kople,  not  absalutely  reduead,  waiH^ 
ve  granted. 

£ven  theDotch^  Sir,  who  Aepttid  ki 
much  upon  trade  as  we  do,  hkfe  heret 
thdught  fit  io  come  to  axtrtotHa»^  Htou^ 
their  sufi'Mngs  are  as  graiit,  arid  as  ahjusti' 
fiable  as  oiits  are.  Thay  have  ttaan  con- 
tented to  make  applicatiofifi,  ahd  rej^etft 
temonstrances  at  the  edUft  A  iS]^;  biit 
we  have  never  yet  heard  of  their  baiii^ 
able  to  obtain  sb  miicb  aa  h  cadula 
to  American  governors  Ibr  tiia  rMitu^ 
tibti  of  ohe  ship  of  theirs  unjttstly  setifted; 
We>  Sir,  It  id  well  known,  haVe  obttfinM 
many;  and  if  ftome  c^  tfietai  had  hot 
tha  desired  efibct,  I  am  conyiaced  i^ 
Was  owing  more  to  tha  arts  (if  the  |^overt 
nors  themselves^  than  to  the  ihtffhtioh^  df 
the  Spanish  court.  So  that  I  cannot  iea^ 
upon  what  foundation  gentleihcte  proceed^ 
When  they  repra^nt  Britain  as  under  M 
administration  so  weak,  that  she  hm  b^cf^ 
for  tbebe  %  yeata  p»i  forced  to  pot  up 
With  the  grosMst  affronts  md  Uijvtrkni 
without  tha  leaMsatisfhctioh  or  reparMdiu 
Had  the  Dutth  ablaihed  as  much  aa  wd 
did  even  bafbre  this  coi^Veation,  I  dm  con- 
vin^idd,  Aiait  they  would  have  been  ^- 
ftatly  contented.  I  am  convinced  tbeiif 
govdrMMnt  wovHd  not  have  bdulged  iht 
eanlf)bBntd  af  j^ivata  tftiders  so  fkr,  aii  t<l 
Hak^  a  f}jBUBt  dnquiry,  whi(^  might  hava 
deeaaionad  a  ftftstt;  hor  would  th^ 
dnAiitM  MlvekksillkJd  ait  ioMABate  sati^ 
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faction.  They,  know  too  weU,  $ir,  that* 
very  great  abuses  are  doily  committed  in 
the  American  trade ;  diey  know  too  veil 
that  public  complaints  and  remonstrances 
might  produce  an  enquiry  that  would  turn 
out  no  way  in  their  favour. 

After  what  I  have  said,  Sir,  is  it  to  be 
imagined  that  »tiy  of  our  neighbours 
would  have  been  well  pleased,  had  we  all 
fit  once,  without  hearing,  or  at  least  weigh* 
ing  tlie  terms  proposed  by  Spain,  come  to 
extremities?  The  French,  so  far  from 
countenancing  such  a  conduct  in  us,  would 
not,  I  am  afraid,  have  been  prevailed  upon 
to  remain  neutral.  And  however  gentle- 
men ma)r  flatter  themselves,  however  great 
an  opinion  they  may  entertain  of  the 
power  of  thisjaatiou,  we  are  not  invincible. 
The  French  have  men;  they  have  money ; 
they  have  allies  to  support  them.  The 
Spaniards  have  revenge ;  they  have  pride; 
they  have  resentment  to  gratify.  Gentle- 
men will  not  find  that  it  woula  have  been 
an  easy  matter  for  us  to  have  grappled 
with  both  these  powers,  supported  by  such 
fltdvanto^es,  ana  prompted  by  such  mo- 
tives, I  believe  our  land  forces  are  equal 
to  any  body  of  men  in  the  world  of  the 
like  number;  but  I  have  not  so  good  an 
opinion  of  them  as  to  venture  the  honour 
and  interest  of  a  whole  kingdom  on  the 
bravery  and  skill  of  the  small  handful 
which  we  keep,  against  the  vast  bodies  of 
weU-disciplined  veteran  troops,  which' 
France  and  l^>ain  in  conjunction  can  bring 
into  the  fiekl. 

As  to  the  Dutch,  they  in  all  probability 
would  have  been  determined  by  the  con- 
duct of  France,  in  case  we  had  come  to 
an  open  rupture  with  Spain.  Every 
gentleman  here  is  sufficiei^ly  sensible  of 
the  present  low  circumstances  of  that  re- 
public The  late  glorious  war  lefl  them 
prodigiously  involved  in  debt ;  this  debt 
obliged  thcsn  to  encrease  their  taxes,  and 
disband  all  their  troops,  excepting  what 
Mte  absolutdy  necessary  to  keqp  up  their 
nrrisons.  Their  fleet  lies  in  tbeir  bar- 
EouFB  In  e  very  bad  condition,  and  requires 
more  mone^  than  they  can  furnish  to  rig 
it  out.  Besides,  Sir,  it  would  at  this  time 
have  bisen  exti'emely  dangerous  to  herself, 
had  she  acted  for  an  interest  separate  from 
that  of  the  French;  who  have  a  fine  army 
on  (p0t,  which  they  c&n  with  atnost  no 
expence  or  danger  march  dow^  into  Hoi- 
land*  At  ihla  time«  Sir,  the  emperor  is  no 
longer  in  a<^ondltion  to  give  any  diversion 
that  way.  Hit  own  anny  imd  finances  are 
JB  the  utmost  diM>ide&   And  the  other 
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powers,  who  may  be  indinibte  to  pceve&t 
such  an  attempt,  lie  at  too  great  a  dis- 
tance, and  have  too  strict  engagements 
with  France,  for  us  to  expect  any  diveraioa 
from  than.  Thus,  Sir^  if  we  argue  upon 
the  prmciplea  of  reason,  if  human  fore- 
sight can  determine  any  thing,  if  the 
strongest  probabflity  is  to  have  any  weight, 
it  must  have  been  impolitic  and  imprudent 
in  us  to  have  hazarded  a  war,  so  Jong  as 
we  had  any  prospect  of  condudiBg  aa 
honourable  peace. 

I  shall  now  beg  leave.  Sir,  to  ooonder 
what  effect  a  precipitate  declaration  of  war 
must  have  had  at  home.  In  the  first  f^aoe, 
our  whole  Spanish  trade  must  have  sqpk 
at  once ;  our  Portugal  trade  most  have 
been  greatly  embarrassed,  and  our  Anoeri- 
can  very  much  endangered.  Suppose 
that  the  administration  had  joiiied  last 
session  in  the  popular  outcry  for  war;  and 
that  a  vigorous  war  was  actually  entered 
into;  can  any  gentleman  say  that  this 
would  have  stopt  the  mouths  of  those  who 
are  resolved  to  find  fimlt  at  any  rale  ?  In 
such  an  event,  may  we  not  ea^y  imagine 
to  ourselves  that  we  hear  a  violent  oppoa* 
tion  man  declaiming  on  the  beoeiits  of 
peace;  tdUng  the  world  that  a  trading 
people  ought  by  all  manner  of  mofins  to 
avoid  war ;  that  nothing  is  so  destmctive 
to  their  interests,  and  that  any  peace  is 
preferable,  even  to  a  successful  war  i  He 
might  argue,  the  Spaniards  have  offisred 
fair  and  reasonable  terms ;  they  have  even 
oflfered  to  indemnify  our  merchants  for  the 
losses  they  have  sustained;  they  have 
offered  an  amicable  meeUng  to  ttmuat  all 
points  in  difference ;  they  Imve  offered  to 
come  into  all  reasonable  terms;  yet  oar 
ministry,  rather  than  listen  to  what  might 
have  proved  so  beneficial  to  the  nation,  has 
blunoered  into  an  expiensive  and  hazardous 
war. 

This,  Sir,  I  own  would  have  been  blun- 
dering; and  those  gentlemen,  once  in 
their  life-time,  in  such  an  event,  would 
have  applied  that  term  ri^ht  It  requires 
no  great  art,  no  great  abilities,  in  a  minis- 
ter, to  pursue  such  measures  as  might 
make  a  war  unavoidable.  That  is  a  very 
ea^  matter ;  but,  Sir,  how  many  ministers 
have  you  had,  who  knew  the  art  of  avoid- 
ing war  by  making  a  safe  and  an  honour- 
able peace  ?  How  maoy  kings.  Sir,  have 
you  bad,  who  knew  how  to  nmke  choice  of 
such  ministers?  If  those  ffentleroen  who 
are  very  fond  of  parallels  desire  to  know 
what  ^gure^we  m^e  in  the  a&irs  of 
Euiope  St  prepent  irheii  compaied.iridi 
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the  %iire  whidi  we  made  in  former  times, 
let  them  dip  into  our  history  under  James 
the  Isty  a  reign  famous  for  negociations 
and  treaties:  le£  tliem  compare,  Sir,  the 
insolence  of  Spain  at  that  time,  with  what 
it  is  now:  let  them  compare  the  resent- 
ment we  then  shewed,  with  the  manner  in 
which  we  have  home  their  late  treatment. 
If  any  gentleman  will  do  this,  and  do  it 
impartially,  he  will  find  that  the  very 
worst  treaty  made  under  his  present  Ma- 
iestj,  is  more  advantageous  and  more 
Aonourable,  than  the  best  that  was  made 
under  that  long  pacific  reign.  It  will  per- 
haps be  thou^t  tliot  the  pandlel  ought 
to  be  run  with  the  days  ot  queen  Eliza- 
bethy  rather  than  widi  those  of  King  James. 
But,  as  I  observed  before,  that  is  a  very 
&J«e  delusive  way  of  reasoning.  80  many 
drcumalancescmcurred'to  raise  the  re- 
putation of  that  princess,  that  it  is  next  to 
impoasible  they  should  ever  again  meet  in 
one  person,  and  at  the  same  time.  She 
had  to  do  with  neighbours,  every  one  of 
which  was  of  a  different  interest  from  ano- 
ther :  by  artfully  fomenting  their  diffe- 
rences, it  was  easy  for  her  to  keep  the 
balance  of  power  in  her  own  hand.  The 
many  open  and  secret  attempts  made  by 
traitors  at  home  upon  her  life  and  crown, 
endeared  her  person  to  her  subjects ;  and 
her  ministry,  who  found  their  own  interests 
inseparably  connected  with  hers,  run  all 
riaques  in  her  service.  It  is  true,  they 
were  great  and  wise  men,  and  they  served 
a  great  and  wise  mistress.    But  still.  Sir, 

S've  me  leave  to  say,  that  a  great  deal  of 
e  amazing  success  that  attended  her 
reign  was  owing  to  fortune.  Had  not  the 
winds  and  waves  fought  more  efectually 
for  her  at  the  time  of  the  Spanish  invasion, 
than  her  sailors  and  soldiers,  though  it 
muair  be  owned  they  were  very  brave  men, 
I  am  afraid  the  character  of  her  reign 
would  have  suffered,  and  that  not  a  little. 
The  world.  Sir,  is  very  apt  to  judge  of 
measures  and  characters  by  events,  and  as 
events  depend  on  fortune,  it  is  the  part 
of  a  wise  minister  to  leave  as  little  as 
possible  to  fortune:  too  much  must  be 
left  to  her,  even  in  the  most  cautious  man- 
ner a  minister  can  act.  In  the  negociation 
we  are  now  considering,  Sir,  had  we  acted 
in  any  other  manner  that  we  have  done,  we 
must  in  effect  have  left  every  thing  to  for- 
tune, since  all  the  reparation  we  could  ex- 
pect, by  any  other  means  than  those  of 
negociatioHi  depends  upon  a  thousand  ac- 
Gi<&nt8,  and  is  liable  to  a  thousand  disap- 
pointiaeatai    Theiefiire  give  me  leave  to 


say.  Sir,  that  the  success  which  one  minis- 
try has  met  with  fi-om  the  favour  of  for- 
tune, is  no  reason  why  another  ministry 
should  tread  the  same  dangerous  paths, 
especially  when  they  can  compass  the 
same  ends  by  the  more  safe  and  more  cer- 
tain way  of  negociation. 

Upon  the  whole.  Sir,  I  will  venture  to 
say  that  tliis  neeociation  has  been  the  best 
conducted,  and  the  most  happily  finished, 
of  any  we  meet  with  in  history.  For  we 
have  not  left  the  payment  of  pur  merchants 
to  the  arbitration  of  commissaries,  or 
plenipotentiaries  ;  wc  have  not  accepted 
of  an  order  upon  any  of  their  chambers  in 
Spain  ;  but  we  have  expressly  tied  down 
his  Catholic  majesty  himself;  we  have 
obtained  his  great  seal  as  a  security  for 
their  payment ;  and  so  tender  was  his  Ma- 
jesty or  his  subjects'  property,  that  his 
ministers  refused  to  enter  into  any  negoci- 
ation relating  to  this  affiiir,  till  such  time 
as  reparation  for  the  losses  of  our  mer- 
chants was  fully  and  expressly  stipulated. 
Such  an  express  and  full  stipulation  i^  ob- 
tained, to  tne  great  confusion,  I  believe, 
and  disappointment  of  some  amongst  us, 
who,  rather  than  not  see  their  country 
involved  in  a  war,  would  be  content  that 
she  were  involved  in  calamities,  and  em- 
broiled with  every  one  of  her  neighbours. 
These  dispositions  are  more  dangerous  to 
our  interests  than  all  the  force  of  Spain  ; 
and  it  must  be  owing  to  these  dispositions, 
if  the  endeavours  of  his  Majesty  for  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  Britain  are  ren- 
dered inefiectual.  As  yet  we  may  thank 
Heaven,- they  had  no  other  effect  than  to 
unite  the  friends  of  our  most  happy  estab- 
lishment more  firmly  together ;  and  while 
they  continue  united,  I  hope  the  efforts 
of  malice  and  faction  will  be  always  disap- 
pointed. 

But  it  is  somewhat  very  surprising. 
Sir,  that  this  address  should  meet  with 
such  opposition:  for  I  do  not  see  any 
thing  in  it  that  can  in  the  least  preclude 
gentlemen  from  -making  what  objections 
they  please  to  the  conveption,  when  it 
shall  be  laid  before  them.  We  thank  his 
Majesty  for  the  success  of  his  royal  endea- 
vours in  concluding  a  convention,  whereby 
reparation  is  obtained  for  his  injured  sub- 
jects, and  plenipotentiaries  appointed  for 
regulating  all  those  grievances  that  have> 
hitherto  interrupted  our  commerce  and 
navigation,  and  for  removing  idl  future 
causes  of  complaint.  .  Are  not  all  thci^e 
very  desirable  consequences  of  a  negoci- 
ation i   Is  not  reparation  for  past  injuries 
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one  of  the  two  poinU  we  have  dways  ia- 
eisted  on  ?  And  what  can  be  more  done 
towards  obtaining  security  against  future 
encroachments,  Sian  to  remove  all  future 
causes  of  complaints  by  proper  r^^lations? 
6ut,  Bay  gentlemen,  this  u  only  referred 
to  plenipotentiaries,  whereas  it  ought  to 
have  been  positively,  insisted  upon,  as  a 
foundation  to  all  future  negociations  upon 
that  subject,  tliat  the  Spaniards  liad  no 
right  whatsoever  to  search  our  ships  upon 
the  open  seas.  Really,  Sir,  no  gentleman 
in  this  House  would  have  been  better 
nleased  than  I,  had  S|>ain  thoi^ht  fit  to 
nave  given  up  this  point  by  a  clear  and 
positive  renunciation*  But  when  two 
people  treat  upon  an  eaual  foot,  I  believe 
U  very  hard  to  produce  any  instance 
wherem  one  party  could  be  brought  to 
give  an  absolute  renunciation  of  a  point 
which  they  once  insisted  on  as  their  right, 
and  to  ^ivc  such  a  renunciation  too,  even 
before  it  was  so  much  as  examined  into, 
whether  they  had  such  a  right  or  not. 
The  Spaniards  have  usurped  a  claim  of 
searching  our  ships  for  many  years  past ; 
for  many  years,  Sir,  before  Uie  present 
august  tamily  came  to  the  throne ;  for 
many  years  before  I  was  concerned  in 
pubuc  affairs  :  and  are  we  to  imagine  that 
they  will  give  up  this  daim  by  a  positive 
renunciation,  even  before  we  give  them 
any  reason  why  it  ought  to  be  Polished  ? 
I^  say,  Sir,  are  we  to  imagine  that  Spft- 
niaros  will  do  this,  a  people  who  are  ob- 
stinately fond  of  power,  and  even  of  the 
shadow  of  it  ?  a  people  scrupulousl^f  at* 
tached  to  formal  enquiries  and  discussions? 
I  do  not  know,  whether  afler  a  war  suc- 
cessfully carried  on  by  us,  we  could  have 
made  them  yield  to  any  treaty  to  which  a 
positive  renunciation  was  to  be  the  pre* 
liminary«  At  least  I  remember  to  have 
read,  that  notwithstanding  Uieir  being 
reduced  to  the  lowest,  the  most  despica- 
ble circumstances,  at  the  time  the  Ame- 
rican treaty  was  concluded ;  yet  all  the 
art,  all  the  threatening,  all  the  representa- 
tions of  our  court  and  ministry  at  that 
time,  could  not  induce  them  to  conHrnn 
our  right  to  Jamaica  by  a  posittve  renun- 
ciation of  that  island  in  our  fitvour.  How 
unreasonable  then  is  il  to  expect  that 
Spain  would  have  hearkened  to  any  ac- 
commodation, where  it  wfl»laid  down  aa  a 
preliminary,  that  she  ^oidd  give  up  a 
claim  which  she  had  immeaionEdly  pos- 
sessed, and  which  she  kidced  upon,  per- 
haps, as  absolutely  necessary  to  the  pie- 
servation  of  her  interest  IB  AjMrite  I 


Thus,  Sir,  I  have,  I  hOpti  set  this  hn- 
portant  objection  in  »  ck»r  light.  I  do 
not  know  what  effect  it  may  now  have 
upon  gentlemen,  but  the  reasons  I  have 
given  against  the  peremptory  raedutdof 
proceeding  had  such  a  weight  wiA  me^ 
that  I  did  not  make  the  kast  difficalty  is 
agreeing  to  this  convention.  I  wfll  ven* 
ture  to  say  that  when  it  was  conchided,  I 
tluyught  it  my  happiness  that  the  natioQ 
would  look  upaa  me  influence  I  have  in 
the  government  as  one  of  the  principal 
means  that  brought  it  dbout.  Nay,  I 
should  not  be  sorry  if  it  was  looked  upon 
as  a  measure  entirely  my  own.  But^  Sir, 
whether  tliis  convention  is  a  good  or  s 
bad  measure,  a  few  days  will  determine. 
Whatever  judgment  this  House  may  think 
fit  to  pass  upon  it,  1  hope  the  addicss,  as 
moved  for  without  the  amendmoit,  wiH 
be  agreed  to.  We  have  great  reason  to 
believe  that  this  convention  is  fot  the  ho- 
nour and  interest  of  the  nation ;  we  have 
as  yet  no  reason  to  believe  the  contknxjj 
and  therefore  no  reason  to  oppose  this  ad- 
dress. Last  sesai<m,  Sir^  I  remember  that 
I  undertook  to  be  answerable  for  the  mea- 
sures which  the  government  sbafi  pursue 
while  I  have  the  honour  td  be  a  ininisiter. 
I  am  prepared  to  make  good  my  pnmoise. 
I  desire  no  more  than  a.  fair  hearing :  and 
this  I  hope  will  not  be  denied  me.  But, 
Sir,  if  gentlemen  may,  by  agreeing  to  the 
amendment,  raise  a  prejudice  without 
doors  against  the  convent ioa,  and  perhaps 
with  such  a  ferment,  as  would  in  the  event 
give  them  great  uneasiness:  insadiac»e, 
many  who,  I  knoir,  are  otherwise  friends 
of  the  government,  would  be  sorry  so  find 
themswves  instrumental  in  hetdng  the 
peofde  to  sudi  a  di^ras^  as  to  admit  cf  no 
reasoning  upon  this  iubiect,  and  Aenbr 
render  a  war  unavoiddtle.  Such,  Sir,  1 
am  afraid  would  be. the  consequence  of 
our  agreeing  to  this  amendment ;  and  it  is 
a  consequoice  wluch  every  man  who  ua- 
derstands,-  and  desires  to  promote  the  in- 
terest of  bis  oduntry^  wishes  to  see  nroided. 

Mr.  LtftteUon : 

Sir;  lamvefrready  toagfee,  with  the 
right  hon.  geiltfetnan,  that  postiity  w3( 
judge  of  the  fignre  which  Britain  mans  in 
the  affiurs  of  ^Europe  from  her  ta^anoor 
at  diis  juncture:  theM is mf  dodbl  that  if 
we  hscve  entered  into*  a  seaddakns  n^o- 
ciation  with  Span,  pesteri^  wS  tfamfc 
that  we  hnm  a  venr  traak  iriuusify.  Bot 
let  the  hue  nq^iatiolii  tm,  ianm  been 
carrieAikr  with  Aal  aOvt  M  nsRivaa  ho- 
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kourable  ibr  thi9  aaftioD»  I  mp  afraid  poa- 
erity  will  not  be  persuaded  that  we  are  at 
>rescnt  blessed  with  a  very  firm  disinter- 
ested ministry.  Taking  the  right  hon. 
seAtlemao's  account  of  thianegociatkm  to 
)e  genuine,  and  that  we  have  oiade  a  safi; 
lod  an  honourabk  Convention,  I  betieve 
)(Kterity  iritt  be  apt  to  enquire  by  what 
aeans»  by  whose  managemeoty  the  te^ 
^ion  and  poiwer  of  Britain  were  sunk  so 
ow  as  to  be  forced,  after  suftring  a  series 
)f  insults  and  ii^uries  during  almost  twanty 
fesrs,  to  think  herself  happy  in  procuiiog 
;^iQ]aoa  justice  to  her  uuijeets  fixim  a 
90ver  always  found  inferior  to  her  own. 
t^09terity,  t  am  afraid.  Sir,  will  be  at  a 
I9S8  to  accoiunt  for  the  management  that 
reduced  Great  Britain  so  low  as  So  be 
obliged,  evsen  befofe  she  could  obtdin  this 
bore  piece  of  justice,  to  fit  oul  a  fleet  at  a 
vsst  expeaee^  to  send  this  fleet  abroad,  to 
kieep  it  OR  the  coasts  of  Spaia,  and  at  last, 
t^tske  up  with  a  Co^venticui,  wherein  no 
regard  has  been  had  to.  all  this  vast  ex- 
pence,  and  not  a  shilling  stipulated  to  de- 
iny  it.  Sir,  I  think  that  when  the  right 
lu>n.  gentlisaan  was  displaying  his  impar> 
tiaiiiy  and  candour,  he  shoi3d  have  fa- 
voured the  House  with  his  thoughts  k 
what  o^annec  posterity  witt  account  for  ail 
tbiese  civdvastapoes;  without  taking  it  for 
gTa«teil^  tihat  some  part  of  the  blwe  lios 
^  tbe  door  of  our  ministry. 

IV  same  right  hon.  ^entlema%  in  stat- 
ing hi«  arguments  itt&mst  the  Amend* 
v^t  said,  that  all  histoKy  could  not  fur- 
nish an  instance.  wJbereia  a  people  not  OBJf 
owned  themselves  in  the  wrong,  but  ac- 
tually paid  damages.    I  cannot  say.  Sir, 
tliat  I  can  at  pseseat  bring  particular  facts 
^  rarallels  to  disprove  this  assertion; 
but  I  dare  sav  these  is  no  gentleman  ever 
fio  littfe  versed  in  history,  who  does  not 
™w  that  there  ia  nothing  more  common 
^i«r  one  nation  to  indemnify  another 
Htt  the  expenoeof  a  war,  or  even  the  pre- 
Ptratioas  of  a  war.    Let  us  consider,  ^r, 
Qoveithsr  of  these  cases  dOfers  fi«m  wht^ 
^y  was  the  case  betwixt  us  an4  Spain, 
're  were  not,  it  is  true,  in  a  state  of  open 
^^;  so  te  from  it,  that  the  Spaniards 
*«ie,4iriiig  die  time  of  their  most  violent 
^P^^M,  our  faithftd  allies;  we  ea- 
f^*^  tfcem,  and  they  wove  so  very  d^g- 
^  to.  us,  that  they  aceapted  of  all<  the 
^^of&iniddiip  and  kindness,  which 
1^  so  piofttsalj^  heaped  upon  them.  They 
^  even  so  civil  as  to  accept  of  our  as- 
^^inpUteii^.a  son  of  their  family 
^^  «a  tluMo  of  aA  injipendent  king- 


dom ;  but  in  the  mean  tfane  they  took  care 
not  to  give  us  one  opportunity  of  shewing 
our  comphiisance  in  the  same,  manner.  1 
need  not  descetul  into  particulars ;  gentle- 
men, I  believe,  have  not  forgot  what  wae 
proved  at  the  bar  of  this  House  last 
session ;  they  have  not  forgot  the  inhu- 
manities and  insults  practised  on  our 
fellow  subjects  by  this  haughty  neigh- 
bour. Now,  Sir,  will  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman say,  that  because  the  Spanish  bar* 
barities  aM  injuries  were  committed  at  a 
time  when  we  were  not  only  at  peace  with 
them,  but  shewing  them  the  most  ex^ 
cessive  marks  of  fHendship,  therefore  it 
was  unprecedented  that  they  should  make 
any  pecuniary  acknowledgments  for  our 
real  damafes  > « Will  he  pretend  that  our 
ministers,  for  that  same  reason,  ou^t  not 
to  have  insisted  on  having  some  repar^ 
tion  ibr  the  injuries  our  sailors  have  re^ 
ceived  in  their  persons,  and  some  satisfac- 
tion for  the  wounded  honour  of  this  na- 
tion ?  Let  us  suppose,  Sir,  that  we  had 
shewed  our  resentment  bv  repelling  force 
by  force,  and  that  wc  hau,  as  we  ought  to 
have  done,  entered  immediately  into  a 
vigorous  war.  We  shall  suppose.  Sir, 
that  an  accommodation  was  set  on  foot; 
and  plempotentiaries  on  both  sides  ap- 
pointed. 1  shaU  in  that  case  appeal  to 
every  gentleman,  who  knows  the  least 
either  of  the  hist(^  of  his  own  or  anj 
other  country,  if  the  Spaniards  could  have 
objected  to  us,  that  our  being  indemnified^ 
not  only  for  our  preceding  damages,  but 
even  for  our  expences  of  the  war,  was  un- 
usual and  unprecedented.  It  is  a  dainl 
that  is  made  almost  in  every  negociation 
that  follows  upon  aiyar,  and  is  commonly 
admitted.  Now,  Sir,  if  this  is  the  case, 
wh&t  becomes  of  the  extraordinary  merit 
of  this  negociation  in  obtaining  this  boasted 
reparation  for  our  merchants  damages?  I* 
am  afraid,  Sir,  posterity  will  think  we  are 
so  far  from  having  obtained  what  we  could 
not  have  expected,  that  we  have  not  ob- 
tained what  we  might  have  justly  claimed^ 
If  we  were  not  at  war  with  Spain,  Sir^ 
during  all  these  transactions,  it  is  so  much 
the  worse  for  our  negociators ;  for  that  is 
th^  very  reason.  Sir,  why  our  claims  ought 
to  have  been  the  more  extensive,  and  our 
satis&ction  the  more  ample. 

However,  Sir,  I  entirely  agree  with  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  when  he  said,  that  if 
we  look  over  all  the  histories  of  Europe,  , 
we  shall  not  find  one  people  paymg 
damages  to  another  in  the  manner  ^the 
right  )ien.  genfieman  must  mean). st^u*' 
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world,  that  you  have  both  eqiudly  at  heart, 
it  was  impottible  for  us,  not  to  have  the , 
firmest   dependeDoe   on  your   seal  and 
vigDanee  for  their  real  security  and  pre- 
servation. 

^  The  gracious  r^ard  which  your  Ma- 
jesty is  pleaaed  to  express  for  the  resolu- 
tions and  adyice  of  your  Parliament,  is 
a  great  instance  of  your  royal  -  goodness ; 
and  thoiigh  your  IV&jesty's  constant  de- 
sire, but  of  tenderness  to  your  people,  to 
ayoid  involving  these  kingdoms  m  the 
manifdd  inconveniencies  of  war,  must 
indine  you  to  approve  the  beginning  with 
more  moderate  measures;  yet  we  never 
entertained  the  least  doubt,  but  that  true 
greatness  and  fortitude,  which  inspire 
your  royal  breast,  would  induce  you  to 
exert  your  utmost  power,  in  vindicating 
and  protecting  our  undoubted  privile^ 
of  navigation  and  commerce ;  ana  in  dom^ 
justice  to  yourself  and  your  subjects,  if 
the  conduct  of  the  Court  of  Spain  had 
made  such  measures  necessary. 

**  We  beg  leave  on  this  occasion,  to 
offer  to  your  Majesty  our  unfeigned  thanks 
for  your  great  goodness  and  oondeseen- 
aton,  in  acquainting  us  from  the  throne, 
that  a  Convention  is  concluded  and  rati- 
fied between  your  Majesty  and  the  king  of 
Spain,  whereby  reparation  is  agreed  to  be 
made  to  your  subjects  for  their  losses,  by 
a  certain  stipulated  payment ;  and  plem- 
potentiaries  are  appomted  for  regulating, 
within  a  limited  time,  aH  those  grievances 
and'  abuses  which  have  hitherto  inter- 
rupted our  commerce  and  navigation  in 
the  American  seas ;  and  that  your  Ma- 
jesty win  be  pleased  to  order  the  Conven- 
tion and  sepiarate  Articles  to  be  laid  be- 
fore us. 

**  We  should  fall  short  of  those  warm  im- 
pressions of  gratitude,  which  we  feel  in 
ourselves,  as  well  as  be  wanting  in  our  duty, 
if  we  did  not  return  your  Majesty  our 
most  thankful  acknowledgments  for  your 
royal  care,  in  making  use  of  the  confi- 
dence reposed  in  your  Majesty,  with  no 
other  view,  but  the  general  and  lasting 
benefit  of  your  kingdoms.  Reparation  for 
past  injuries  and  losses,  and  efiectual  secu- 
rity for  the  future,  founded  in  justice,  and 
warranted  by  treaties,  have  been  the  great 
views  of  your  Majesty,  and  your  ParUa- 
ment,  in  this  national  and  important  aifidr ; 
and  if  those  purposes  can  be  attained, 
without  jplunging  the  nation  into  a  war,  it 
must  g^ve  tae  truest  satisfaction  to  all 
your  faithfid  subjects,  who  cannot  but  be 
asdedrous  to  preserve  the  peace,  as  they 


are  able  and  ready  to  defend  and  vindi- 
cate their  ri^ts,  against  the  encnMidi- 
ments  of  all  aggressors. 

**  We  are  deeply  sensible,  how  unbe- 
coming and  pernicious  it  would  be  at  any 
time,  to  sofer  either  prejudices  or  am- 
mosities  to  mix  themselves  withpariiamen- 
tary  delibevations;  and  your  M^eily*s 
eracious  recommendation  to  us,  particu- 
Mrly  to  avoid  them  at  this  important  con- 
juncture, cannot  fiul  to  awaken  in  us  a 
more  than  ordinary  caution  on  that  head. 
Great  Britain  hatn  but  one  comoum'  in- 
terest, consisting  in  the  securi^  oi  your 
Majesty's  person  and  government^  and  the 
welfiure  and  happiness  of  your  peof^ : 
and  when  your  Majes^  is  j^easea  to  ex- 
hort us  to  unanimity,  it  »  only  caOing 
mpon  us  to  unite  for  our  own  preservation. 
We  therefore  beseech  your  Majesty,  to 
accept  the  strongest  and  most  afiectionate 
assurances,  that  we  will  zealously  and 
cheerfully,  concur  in  all  such  measures,  as 
shall  be  mpst  conducive  to  those  great  and 
desirable  oads.'' 

The  Kin^s  AnswerJ]  His  Majesty 
gave  this  Answer : 

**  My  Lords  ;  I  thank  you  for  this  du- 
tifiil  and  aftctionate  Address,  and  for  the' 
dependence  you  express  on  my  care,  to 
make  use  of  the  confidence  you  repoee  in 
me,  for  the  general  benefit  of  my  peO[de. 
You  may  rdy  on  the  continuance  of  my 
endeavours  to  perfect  the  acoonunodation 
with  the  Court  of  Spain,  in  such  a  manner^ 
as  may  be  most  for  the  honour  of  my 
crown,  and  Uie  true  interest  of  my  king- 
doms; and  that  I  will  pursue  such  mea- 
sures, as  shalhappear  to  be  most  conducive 
to  thefiiture  security  of  the  trade  and  na- 
vigation of  my  subjects." 

Debate  in  ike  Commons  on  ike  Address 
of  Thanks:\  Mr.  Hanbinry  Willianis 
moved  an  Address   of  Thanks*  to  his 

I         ■!    ■     ■  III  ■■■!       I     I  ■!■     I  ■■       -  ■  . 

*  "  When  the  Commons  returned  to  tfarir 
House,  great  debates  arose  npoa  the  words  of 
the  address.  The  aottHninisterisI  party  were, 
in  imct,  for  lesviog  out  even  aU  mentioo  of  the 
oonventioo,  or  mentioDing  it  with  a  eenaure. 
Sir  John  Barnard  took  notiee,  that  the  speech 
itself  was  most  absurdly  woided,  because  by 
that,  plenipotentiaries  were  to   regulate  the 

Sievances  and  abases  that  had  happened  to  the 
ritish  subjects,  from  die  insolence  and  croehy 
of  the  Spaniards :  to  regulate  abuses,  he  Mid, 
implied  a  oontinuanoe  cffthem,  but  only  uadcr 
another  form :  and  that  the  whole  matter  of 
the  convention  imj^licd  so  mncfc.     In  shoiV 
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Majesty  for  his  most'  gracious  Speech.  { 
The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Fane» 
and  produced  a  debate. 

Sir  WiUiam  JFyndJtam  said : 

Sir ;  though  no  gentleman  in  this  House 
has  a  greater  resard  for  his  Majesty  than 
I  have,  nor  woiud  be  more  ready  to  agree 
to  every  expression  of  zeal  and  duty  to 
his  person,  yet  I  can  by  no  means  a^ee 
to  an  Address  in  the  terms  of  this  motion. 


be  was  against  all  expressions  fhat  looked  like 
the  least  approbatiolh  of  so  destructive  a  mea- 
iorc ;  and  when  Mr.  Hanbury  Williams  made 
a  roolioo,  as  usual,  in  terms  of  the  speech 
from  the  throne,  a  motioD  was  made,  to  make 
Qse  of  DO  more  of  it  than  jost  "  to  thank  his 
)i8jesty  fur  bit  speech,  and  to  assure  him,  that 
the  house  Will  grant  bim  such  supplies,  as 
shall  he  necessary  for  the  honour  and  security 
of  hiff  Majesty  and  bis  kingdoms,  and  endeavour 
to  avoid  all  beats  and  animosities  in  carrying 
OQ  the  pnblic  business  in  that/nritical  conjunc- 
ture.*' But  this  motion  was  objected  to,  as 
being  both  unreasottable  and  disrespectful,  es- 
pecially as  the  convention  bad  not  yet  been 
regolarly  laid  before  the  house.  The  address, 
tbirefore,  moved  for  by  Mr.  Hanbury  Wil- 
liams, was  a^rreed  to  after  Uyaat  debate,  by  a 
majority  of  230  a$rsin«t  141.  A  debate  of  the 
very  same  kind  happened  at  the  same  time 
in  'the  bouse  of  peers,  where  many  harsh 
things  were  thrown  out,  both  agamst  the 
ipeecb  snd  the  convention.  But  at  the  close 
of  the  debate,  the  earl  of  Scarborough  and  the 
duke  of  Argyle,  though  they  declared  their 
disa|iprobatioD  of  the  convention  itself,  thought 
it  wouhl  be  indecent  to  make  no  mention  of 
it  in  tlietr  address,  and  that  unanimity  amongst 
themselves  was  of  the  utmost  consequence  at 
that  important  juncture.  The  Address  pro- 
posed by  tbe  coiirt  -lords  was  agreed  to  without 
division."    Tindal. 

'*  The  motion  for  an  Address  encountered 
violent  opposition  in  both  Houses.  In  the 
liOnJs,  however,  it  |>assed  without  a  division, 
bjr  the  interposition  of  tbe  earl  of  Scarborough 
and  the  duke  of  Argrle,  who,  though  they  de* 
dared  their  disapprobation  of  that  thing  called 
a  convention,  y^t  conceived  it  would  be  irre- 
golar  to  mention  it  till  it  was  laid  before  them, 
snd  thought  that  unanimity  was  highly  ne- 
cessary at  the  present  jonctnre. 

**  lo  the  Comnnons,  an  address  betag  moved 
for  as  usual,  in  tbe  terms  of  t(»e  speech,  sir 
William  Wyndham  objected  to  all  expressions 
wiiicb  mignt  appear  an  approbation  of  the 
coDveotwn,  and  therefore  projrosed  omitting 
the  paragraph  which  alluded  to  it,  and  merely 
to  thank  tbe  king  for  bis  speech,  and  to  alsnre 
bim  that  tbe  house  would  grant  tbe  necessary 
•upplies,  and  to  endeavour  to  avoid  all  heats 
sad 


In  tlie  first  plaoe^  Sir,  give  me  leave  to 
observe,  it  looks  a  little  suspicious,  that 
the  meeting  of  Parliament  has  been  put 
off  at  this  critical  and  important  juncture  . 
for  fourteen  days.  Though  I  am  not 
very  apt  to  believe  vulgar  reports,  yet  I 
am  son!y  to  say,  it  is  but  too  probable,  that 
the  Pourt  of  Spain  had  dared  to  trifle 
with  us  in  a  most  egregious  manner,  not- 
withstanding the  resolutions  both  Houses 
came  to  last  session ;  and  that  they  could 

*<  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  in  a  long  and  able 
speech,  defended  the  conduct  of  ministers  in 
the  negociation  with  Spain.  He  declared  that 
tbe  accommodation  was  attended  with  all  the 
advantages  which  the  most  successful  warfare 
could  have  procured.  He  shewed,  under  tbe 
existing  circumstancm,  it  was  more  prudent 
and  beneficial  to  avoid  extremities;  that,  all 
the  commercial  nations,  even  France  itself, 
did  not  object  to  the  claim  of  searching  and 
seizinj^  their  ships,  when  taken  in  the  act  of 
carrymg  on  illegal  trade.  He  then  extolled 
the  convention,  with  a  wantonness  of  praise  not 
usual  with  him,  and  declared  he  thought  it  hia 
peculiar  liappiness,  that  the  nation  would  deem 
tha  inflnenoe  be  possessed,  tbe  principal  means 
of  its  ratification ;  and  that  he  should  not  be 
sorry  if  it  was  considered  as  a  measure  entirely 
his  own.  He  finally  observed,  that  it  was  un? 
fiiir  to  decide  on  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the 
convention,  before  it  was  known ;  that  in  i^ 
few  days  it  would  be  submitted  to  the  House, 
when  a  canilid  discussion  would  take  phce  ^ 
and  that  as  there  was  no  reason  to  suppose  it 
contrary  to  the  known  interest  of  the  nationjj 
he  saw  no  spronndx  for  opposing  the  address. 
He  reminded  tlie  House,  that  the  last  session 
he  declared  himself  answerable  for  the  mea- 
sures pursued  by  government,  while  he  ifas 
minister;  he  was  prepared  to  make  ffood  his 
promise  ;  all  he  desired  was  a  candid  hearing, 
and  that  he  hoped  would  not  be  denied.  He 
concluded,  by  opposing  tbe  amendment,  and 
supporting  the  original  address.^ 

**  He  was  answered  by  Lyttleton,  sh*  John 
Hynde  Cotton,  and  sir  Jotan  Barnard,  who 
took  notioe  that  tbe  speech  itself  was  most  ajb* 
surdly  worded,  because  it  stated,  that  plenipo* 
tcntiaries  were  to  regulate  the  grievances  and 
abuses  that  had  happened  to  the  British  sub- 
jects, from  the  insolence  and  cruelty  of  th« 
Spaniards:  now  to  regulate  abuses,  he  said, 
implied  a  continuance  of  them,  but  only  under 
another  fbrm. 

'  "  The  motion  for  the  address  was  eanied 
by  234  against  141;  a  osajority  which  m- 
spired  the  minister  with  unfounded  hopes  of  a 
quiet  and  easy  session,  for  on  the  contrary, 
every  measure  was  adopted,  and  every  expe- 
dient resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  harrassmg 
administration,  and  throwing  an  odium  on  the 
measures  of  government.*'  Coxe*tf  Memoirs 
of  sir  R.  WsTpolf . 
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not  be  brought  to  Biake  the  least  con* 
cession  in  our  favour,  till  we  had  given  up 
every  thing  that  we  ought  most  strenuously 
to  have  insisted  on.  I  say,  Shr,  it  is  but 
too  probable^  that  this  b  Ihe  true  reason 
why  we  did  not  sit  fourteen  dAys  a^o.  The 
Spaniards  knew  well,  that  something  must 
be  done  to  satisfy  the  ezjiectations  of  the 
parliament  and  the  nation;  they  knew 
ihat  our  ministry  would  purchase  this  at 
any  rate ;  they  Icnew  at  the  same  time,  by 
repeated  exjperiencey  that  we  are  so  fsur 
from  being  fond  of  fighting,  that  we  would 
give  up  almost  any  thing  rather  than  enter 
^ito  a  just  and  necessary  war.  Therefore 
ihey  put  thingft  off  from  time  to  time,  till 
they  brought  us  to  the  very  critical  day,  I 
may  say  hour,  when  it  was  necessary  for 
«s  to  grant  them  their  own  terms.  ~  I  beg 
leave  to  give  my  reasons  for  thinking  so, 
and  these  reasons  shall  be  founded  upon 
^he  greatest  and  most  unquestionable  &u- 
fhonty,  the  words  of  his  Majesty's  Speech. 
We  are  told  there.  Sir,  that  a  Convention 
with  Spain  is  concluded  and  ratified ;  and 
that  in  conseouence  of  this  Convention, 
plenipotentianes~  have  been  nominated  for 
redressing  within  a  limited  time  all  our 
grievances  aind  abuses.  I  have  no  manner 
i)f  design  to  forestal  the  opinion  of  the 
House  upon  this  Convention ;  I  hope  we 
diall  be  soon  favoured  with  seeing  it,  and 
I  wish  that  it  may.be  found  a  good  one. 
But  I  beg  leave  to  take  notice,  that  our 
ministers  would  have  shewn  a  much 
l^reater  regard  for  the  sentim^ts  of  Par- 
liament tlmn  they  have  done,  if  this  Con- 
vention had  been  communicated  to  the 
House  before  it  was  ratified.  By  this 
means,  Sir,  we  should  not  have  been  put 
to  the  ungrateful  task  of  perhaps  con- 
demmng  a  measure  which  nas  had  the 
royal  sanction,  apd  which  is  now  in  some 
QOtt  irrevocable.  But  how  have  our  mi- 
aistry  managed?  Why,  Sir,  they  put  off 
tfie  meeting  of  Parliament  for  fourteen 
^ays,  in  or&r  to  throw  this,  I  may  call  it, 
onsurmountable  difficulty  in  our  way ;  and 
then  we  are  told,  that  Uiis  Convention  is 
concluded,  not  only  concluded  but  rati- 
4^f  ^<1  i^ot  only  so,  but  that  plenipo- 
tentiaries are  appomted  to  see  it  executed, 
a»dtocarryitintoadefinitii«treaty.  This 
is  a  very  bold  stroke,  especially  as  the 
Parliament  has  already  pointed  out  what 
our  rights  are.  If  regard  has  been  had  to 
the  resolutions  of  Krliament,  I  am  see 
no  manner  of  reason  for  appointing  pleni- 

Sotentjaries  for  settling  all  matters    in 
ispute.    Jbe  Parliament^  I  think,  lias 


DdnUe  in  the  Commons  [914 

dreadv  done  that,  by  exin^essly  ascertain* 
ing  what  the  rights  and  privil^es  of  this 
nation  with  r^ard  to  our  navigation  in  the 
Indies  are.  Therefore  I  cannot  conceive 
what  these  gentlemen  our  plenipotentiaries 
are  to  setde,  unless  they  intend,  by  virtue 
of  their  full  powers,  to  give  up  some  part 
of  whi^  theP&rliamenthas  already  found 
to  be  the  undoubted  right  of'  this  nation. 
I  am  certain.  Sir,  that  if  tbe^  had  made 
the  resolutions  which  the  Parhameot  came 
to  last  session,  the  foundation  of  thor  de- 
mands ;  if  they  had  discovered  a  resolution 
•to  break  off  all  treating,  rather  than  de- 
part from  the  sense  of  Parliament,  either 
a  definitive  treaty  might  have  been  ob- 
tained, or  we  should  by  this  time  have 
known  the  worst.  But  by  what  appeais 
from  his  Mi^esty's  Speech,  this  Conven- 
tion is  no  other  uian  a  preliminary ;  and  in 
all  probability  a  very  bad  prelimmary  too^ 
and  the  minister  lias  ventured  to  clothe 
some  of  his  creatures  with  full  powers  to 
give  up  the  rights  of  this  nation ;  for  they 
may  do  it,  if  they  dare. 

I  know.  Sir,  it  will  be  said,  that  if  tliese 
plenipotentiaries  should  act  in  so  scanda* 
lous  a  manner,  they  are  liable  to  the  cen- 
sure of  this  House.  But  will  it  be  any  sa- 
tisfaction to  our  injured  country,  that  two 
or  three  persons,  who  have  but  very  little 
property,  and  perhaps  as  tittle  reputation 
to  lose,  should  fall  under  the  censure  of 
this  House,  after  they  have  shamefully  sa- 
crificed her  most  valiuible  privileges.  Be- 
sides, Sir,  how  easy  is  it  for  a  state 
offender  to  screen  himself  from  the  justice 
of  his  country  by  flying  from  it,  when  he 
has  made  any  step  to  its  disadvantage  or 
dishonour  ?  This  is  no  uncommon  Ihiog ; 
and  I  should  not  at  all  be  surprized,  even 
if  the  authors,  whoever  they  are,  of  thk 
convention,  should  find  it  neoessarv  to 
keep  those  underiings,  whom  they  na?e 
employed  in  concluding  it,  at  a  distance, 
and  not  suffer  them  to  return,  lest  they  be 
obliged  to  discover  some  secrets  which  cer- 
tain gentlemen  may  think  necessary  to  be 
concealed.  Should  a  dishonourable  defi* 
nitive  treaty  be  concluded  upon  the  foot- 
ing  of  this  convention,  our  most  valuable 
rights,  even  the  independency  of  this 
Crown,  may  be  given  up,  without  our 
being  able  either  to  save  tnera,  or  to  bring 
the  authors  to  condign  punishment.  I  re- 
member to  have  heard  or  read,  tiiat  the 
gentleman  who  concluded  the  American 
treaty,  the  observance  of  which  is  all  we 
now  contend  for  with  the  crown  of  Spain, 
end  which  waa  in  those  days  looked  upm 
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at  a  teif  bad  one,  never  thought  fit  to  re- 
turn to  £nglandy  for  fear  of  a  parliamentary 
censure.  ^ 

From  tliese  considerations  and  many 
other,  I  believe  sentlemen  wiD  find  it  no 
easy  matter  for  them  to  agree  to  the  pre- 
sent motion.  With  what  propriety.  Sir, 
can  we  congratulate  his  Majesty  on  his  suc- 
cess, in  concluding  a  imeasure,  before  we 
know  what  kind  of  K  measure  it  is.  No 
gentleman  here  can,  or  at  least  will,  take  it 
upon  him  to  inform  this  House,  what  are 
toe  particular  heads  of  this  convention; 
nrhat  are  the  sums  stipulated  to  be  paid,  or 
in  what  manner  our  grievances,  which 
have  been  so  fully  proved  in  Parliament, 
and  are  so  loudly  con^plained  of  by  the  na- 
tion, are  to  be  redressed.  If  we  can  sup- 
pose the  sum  that  is  stipulated  by  this 
convention,  to  amount  to  one  tenth  part  of 
what  we  have  suffered  by  the  Spaniards ; 
if  ire  can  suppose  that  there  is  a  clause  in 
ihe  convention,  which  leaves  all  the  former 
treaties  betwixt  us  and  Spain  at  the  mercy 
of  those  plenipotentiaries ;  if  we  suppose 
farUier,  »r,  tnat  some  part  of  our  nghts 
and  possessions  are  actually  glv^n  up  by 
this  convention,  will  any  gentleman  say 
that  we  ought  to  agree  to  this  motion,  and 
return  tlianks  for  measures,  not  only  be- 
fore we  know  what  they  are^  but  afler  the 
strongest  reason  for  presuming  that  thev 
are  bad.  I  hope  therefore,  gentlemen  wifi 
think  it  sufficient,  if  we  shall  upon  this  oc- 
cision,  confine  ourselves  to  those  expres- 
sions, that  are  respectful  and  dutiful  to  his 
Majesty's  person,  without  adding  any 
thing  in  our  Address,  that  may  loolc  like 
an  approbation  of  this  convention.  For 
this  purpose,  I  think,  we  ought  to  leave  out 
all  trie  words  of  this  AddresS|  but  the  first 
and  last  paragraphs.  ' 

^\T  Robert  WdpoU  : 

.  Sir;  the  importance  of  this  juncture, 
the  expectations  of  the  House,  and  the 
share  1  have  the  honour  to  bear  in  his 
Majesty's  counsels,  viake  it  proper  and  ne- 
cessar}'  that  I  should  say  somewhat  on  this 
occasion :  but  at  the  some  time,  I  own  that 
I  am  able  to  say  nothing  that  can  ff  ive  any 
gentleman,  who  judges  coolly  and  impar- 
tially, any  additional  conviction  of  this 
Address  without  the  Amendment  being 
proper,  besides  what  he  must  receive 
from  reading  tfie  words  of  the  Address 
Itself. 

We  have  now.  Sir,  entered  into  a  de* 
bate  about  a  measure,  the  event  of  which 
must,  in  some  degree,  influence  posterity 
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iti  the  judgment  that  they  shall  form  of  the 
wisdom  of  the  British  govemntent  during 
his  present  Majesty's  reign.  The  wrongs 
we  nave  received  from  Spain  have  been 
great,  and  the  present  age  expects  that  the 
satisfaction  we  are  to  receive,  or  the  re^ 
venge  we  are  to  take  for  these  wrongs, 
will  be  great  also.  Future  ages.  Sir,  id 
case  the  present  is  disappointed  in  this  ex<« 
pectation,  will  look  upon  us  as  a  dispiritedf 
corrupted,  mead  people;  in  short,  they 
will  look  upon  us  in  the  same  light  in  whicn 
some  j^entlemen  take  the  liberty  to  repre** 
sent  me  ministry.  But,  Sir,  ifon  thb  oc^ 
casion  his  Majesty's  ministers  have  ob« 
tained  more  than  ever  on  like  occasions 
was  known  to  be  obtained  i  if  they  have 
reconciled  the  peace  of  their  country  to 
her  true  interest ;  if  this  peace,  Sir,  is  at- 
tended with  all  the  advantage  that  the 
most  successful  arms  could  have  procured, 
as  I  hope  to  make  appear,  I  will  be  bold 
to  say,  that  future  ages,  always  impartial 
in  their  censure  or  praise,  will  consider 
this  as  the  most  glorious  period  of  our  his« 
tory,  and  do  that  justice  to  the  counsels 
which  have  produced  this  happy  event, 
which  every  gentleman  who  divests  him« 
self  of  passion  and  prejudice  is  ready  to  do^ 
and  which  I  have  great  reason  to  believe 
the  present  age,  when  rightly  inform^, 
wiH  not  refuse. 

This  House  and  Pariiament,  Sir,  is  his 
Majesty's  greatest;  safest,  and  best  coun- 
cil. A  seat  in  this  House  is  equal  to  any 
dignity  derived  from  posts  or  titles,  and 
the  approbation  of  tnis  House  is  pre* 
ferable  to  all  that  power,  or  even  Majesty 
itself,  can  bestow :  therefore  when  I  speaic 
here  as  a  minister,  I  speak  as  possessing 
my  powers  from  his  Majes^,  but  as  being 
answerable  to  this  House  for  the  exercise 
of  those  powers.  I  have  often,  Sir,  on 
other  occasions,  professed  my  readiness  to 
submit  to  the  justice  of  my  countrv,  and 
shall  cheerfully  acquiesce  m  the  judrgment 
this  House  shall  form  of  our  negociations; 
because  while  I  do  that,  I  am  sure  to  sufier 
no  wrong.  But,  as  the  best  and  most 
equitable  intentions  may  be  perverted  by 
misrepresentation  of  facts,  and  as  the  most 
impartial  mind  is  susceptible  of  prejudice 
when  artfully  instilled,  I  hope  it  will  be 
looked  upon  as  a  proper  piece  of  justice 
done  to  myself,  if  I  shall  endeavour,  h9 
stating  one  or  two  fects,  to  set  this  affiu^ 
in  a  light  that  may  remove  all  objection!. 

The  chief  consiaerati«n>  Sir,  that  arises 
from  the  present  question  is.  Whether,  as 
Great  Britain  is  now  circumstancedt  it  ha^ 
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^een  more  pr^r  for  die  govenuQent  to 
^ave  entered  into  a  bloody  aod  i|^nccrtaiu 
war,  or  to  lay  suph  a  foundation  for  a 
peace*  a&  no  gentleman  can  regularly  pro^ 
pouQC^  is  not  a  safe  and  honourable  found- 
ation. In  order  to  consider  this  questioi^ 
rightly^  we  must  take  a  view  of  the  advan- 
tages we  could  jpropose  to  ourselves  in 

'   case  of  a  war  with  Spain,  and  in  cas^  tha^ 
war  was  even  to  be  svACcesafvtl. 

I  know  that  gentlemen,  who  are  other- 
wise very  candid  upon  this  point,  are  apt 
to  imagine,  from  tlie  military  glory  of  this 
iuU,ip^,  that  our  amis  are  invincible :  an4 
i  o.wn.  Sir,  that  this  is  a  most  prevailijQ^ 
argument,  especi^y  in  a  popular  assem- 
bly. Th^re  is  somewhat  in  it,  tJ^t  flatter? 
^  ambition  ^hich  people  genie];ally  en- 
tertain of  acquiring;  fame  an4,  riches  by 
the  same  mew^  tha^  raised  their  ancestorSk 
In  the  historj^  of  our  w^rs  wilji  Spain^  we 
9ee  great  navies  d^feo^ed^  g^eaji  tr^asurcs^ 
and  still  gr^er  glories,,  ac^uir^d  by  oux 
soldiers  an4  sailors,  Bu^  ia  the  qvean 
while,  we  neyer  reflect  Iha^  ib/s  ^ituatioii 
of  afiaii^  b^twJ3^t  Qr^t^in,  ^nd  Spaiii  is  enr 
tiirely  different  $rom.  ^hal  it  thi^n  wa^. 
8p9JV^.  at  t^t  tim^  y/m  tW  dread,  w£^  tfi^ 
ei^vy  of  Europe ;  a^  ^  had  then  ppj^^ei:- 
ful  armam^ntSii  whjf^,  ^xci)lie<l  the  courage 
of  the  brave,,  a^d  inun^ns^  treasure*  eli 
her  own,  that  prompted  th^  ayaripe  of  this 
fich.  £^  W  Q^  Ofie  aUy  u^  the  ^qrld 
who  bofe  her  goodr^^^l'  e^ou^,  to  assist 
ber  v^ll.  apy  a^inl,  and  h^r  uie^s  were  so 
da^eroii^  that  b^r  e^^i^i/^  horiiowe4 
courage  from  despaV*. 

At  present,  Sjr,  if  I  vaay  advafice  ^  pa- 
ri^o^,  her  gre^f^st  security  lies,  in  hei: 
vi/sible  wQalpiess.  The  presei^^^t^Q  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy  entire  ^4  undi^oiemr 
bered,  has,  for  almpst  an  agp  past,  seem^ed, 
to  be  the  general  inclinapi^n  of  all  the 
powers  in  Europe,  becapse,  w.erethe  riches 
that  flow  into  l^io^  to  fall  into*  the  hm^ 
9f  any  other  people,  the  re^t  of  Europe 

'  must  social  be  dram/ed  of  all  its  ti;ea^ur^<« 
Whereas,  at  present,  thei:;e.  is.  ^Qarce  any 
nation  in  Europe,  whQ  hajEf  not  a  larger, 
property  in  lier  plate  ship^  aad  galleons^ 
than  she  herself  has.  It  is  true,  aJUi  that 
treasure  is  brought,  home  in  l^apish  narp^s^ 
a^d  the  king  of  Spain  generally  impose^.a 
I^e  ipdulto  upon  it ;  but  l^ain  herseli^ 
i^  no  more  thaii  the  canal  thirough  which* 
0)ese  treasures,  are  cooveycsd  all  Over  the 
rest  of  Eur.ope.  Should  therefore  we  pre* 
tend  to  seize  these  treasures,  we  could  not 
^1  tx>  meet  with  a  powerful  opposition^ 
^yen  our  best  alli^,  Sir,  ^am^afi^aid  woujd 
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loolc  with  a  vefy  iiidifiereiit  ^y^  Wn  9uA 
a  step,  and  be  t^  first  that  wodd  fsofisf 
their  complaints  against  it 

But  I  havehe^i^  it  ob^ecte<]^  that  if  this 
is  a  good  reason  now  for  our  not  endet- 
vouring  to  distress  Spaij;i  by  intercepting 
her  treasures,  the  same  reason  will  alwa)> 
exist :  since  the  other  powers  of  Europe 
will  always  have  a  property  ia  these  ship*; 
therefore  there  never  can  be  a  ti^ie  proper 
for  us  to  do  ourselves  justice  in  case  ve 
are  d^pied  it  by  Spain.  I  think  this  argu- 
meiKt  rather  plausible  than  solid.  For  my 
own  pail,  Sir,  I  am  of  opinio^  that  thougb 
this  would  not  have  been  the  proper  time 
for  such  a  step,  yet  it  is  not  impos^Ie  but 
that  a.  time  may  come  when  such  a  step 
may  be  proper  and  necessary.  Bat  give 
me  l^aye  to  say,  that  this  necessity  caa 
arise  only  itortk  our  su&ring  more  froa 
the  violence  and  injustice  of  ^  Spaniard^ 
than  we  cai^  suffer  from  a  ccmfederacy  of 
all  the  re$t  of  Eui-opc  taking  their  part 
It  n^vcr  cppi  be  proper,  Sir,  for  us  to  s&s^^ 
the  Americap  trea&^rel^,  ua^il  their  court 
shall  absolutely  deny  as,  justice,  apd  tell  m 
in,dpirnright  t^rms^that  sh^  ia  reac^ved  to 
h^e  no  regarcTto  ^eati^s^  and  that  she  is 
dj^termii^ed  to  dQ  a^  sh^  can  to  niia  our 
trade,  and  to  di^tuj^l^  ys  in  ^e  pos9^io9 
oC  our  A^^i^t^c^n.doiBipioiM*  If  sj^e  should 
pcQCQed,  Sir^,  %q  ^hat  heighl^  of  ipj^icei 
m^^  Wght  very  mtu^y  (ujpclujJe,.  tba$ 
h^^re  our  qH  waft  at  stake ;  that  if  n^^  should 
look  tipiely  Qn  wbik  Pur  Aue^icaa  com* 
merco  wq^^  i;uinQd»  our  fuYopeaii  muji 
soan  (qJipm ;  ^QK  tJ^re  is  not  a  petty  re- 
public, 2^  p^y  piiicq,  in  all.  Siuyope,  who 
wil)  pay,  ai^y  regard  tq  a  people  whosufo 
SH^h,  iiMol^e^  ^uck  iuQustioe,  without  rer 
sef^ting  itf  and  that,  if  all  our  trade  ii 
gone  and  ruined,  the  nation  is  in  eftct  unr 
done.  Therefore  We  have  noUiing  in  the 
worst  event  to  fear,  worse  than  wMt  must 
unavoUably  happen  if  w<  siiaffer  this  treat- 
m^nt  apy  linger.  I  say,  SiTj  wbep  »« 
sh^l  b€(  brought  tb^.  low,  and  whea  thi 
Spanish  insolence  sh^l  run.  so  high  as  tp 
render  this  way  of  roa^tung  justaiMl  i^ 
tujijal,  theu,  ig  tl^t  tme.  for  usto.veatur* 
upQn,  so  boM,  I  bad  almost  called  it  so  des- 
perate, a  st^  ae  the  sei^i^g  the  Spwisb 
treasui;es«  miK  will  a«iy  gentleman,  taltf 
upon  him  t(tpi6(»9Aunce,  tim  the  fMPeseot 
j.uacturecoi»es  within,  this  de«pription,or 
t^tjt^  cirqiimataiice3;Mimit  of  anjpaalU 
with  those  of  the  time  I  have  just  oov  ^ 
gured  ?  no,  Sfe,  Spaih«  fei;  from  support- 
¥^g  e^y  juat  claims  tl^  ate  iqcaasiiteat 
vitb..t£^  mterfiitf . of  tbiaitf^tipi^hai  actual^ 
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ineUnqouhteddHM  rile  before  0^  up:  ih^ 
ham  actually,  I  sa^^^  Sir^  rdinquished  claims 
wliidi  ahe  oiailktained  for  these  threeecorb 
yemn  fast.  I  bdiere  I  may  ^o  higher,  I 
Tomg^  mjt  ihe  has  noir,  by  this  very  coh- 
lrentiol^  neliBquiihed  a  cbum  which  ahe 
iiaa  maidtaiiied  e^r  since  she  possessed 
Iter  'American  dominions.  But  that  is  not 
tdl,  she  has  iM>t  only  ghren  up  this  claiid^ 
but  has  paid  damages  for  the  ininrAes 
i^hich  the  British  sul^ecU  haxh  suffered, 
in  consequence  of  her  pretended  rights,  al 
fbanded  ut>on  this  daim.  This,  Sir,  is 
Bucfa apoiiit  gained,  tlut  gentlemen  must 
be  witfufiy  blind,  if  they  do  not  see  th(tt 
Any  administration  in  Britain  must  have 
bee»  load,  had  they  de^rately  plunged 
dieir  country  into  a  war,  while  it  was  in 
their  power  to  conclude  a  peace,  where 
this  great,  this  decisive  concession  Wds  to 
serve  as  the  foundation.  Upon  what 
grounds,  Sir,  could  we  hare  proceeded  to 
extrettkhies  with  Spain  ?  hod  we  bfetendecl 
thcit,  because  some  of  our  mercnants  had 
sufiered  by  the  injustice  and  rapaeiotisneas 
of  her  Bubieots,  therefore  we  were  reeohred 
to  be  deaf  to  every  other  way  of  mi^n# 
op  the  di^rence  that  followed  upon  thS 
injustice,  than  that  of  die  sword :  had  w^ 
made  such  a  declaration,  and  such  a  de« 
daratioo  we  ftio/st  have  mad^  tf  we  hild 
gone  to  war,  would  not  Spain  have  htfd  a 
very  plausible  pretext  for  interesting  the 
otber  powers  of  Europe  In  her  lavour? 
might  she  not  theft  have  told  the  Freneh 
court,  « It  is  true,  some  of  the  firitish 
mertiiaifts  suffered  by  my  subjects,  but 
wtthout  my  knowledge,  and  against  my 
tmMtion  t  but  I  was  no  sooner  infohned 
of  the  true  atale  of  Ae  afimr,  than  I  of- 
fered Her  aH  intaginabie  satiation  t  I 
even  oifeMd  to  ^Memniff  the  mercbants 
for  the  kMes  they  have  sustained;  I  of- 
fered to  tie  myself  dk>wn  to  a  strict  Ob- 
aervanCft  4f  tteaties;  but  k  Seems  that 
these  coneesslons  do  not  answer  the  views 
of  Bffti^.  She  therefote^eertainly  enter- 
taiiks 81^ daiigeroui design;  shett form- 
ing some  project  that  may  be  destructive 
to  your  hiter^st,  and  which  I  shall  never 
be  able  to  dlsappdhit  but  by  your  means.*' 
Diia,  ^j  I  isy,  would  ha^  hee^  tbe 
laagna^  «f  Spain,  had  the  adnuniMn^on 
here  tq^t^ttd  aH  her  oAvs,  and  tuiMd  Hf§ 
back  i^n  th^  AiOM  fHvoiur^k  proposals. 
Ibe  court  of  VtiMe$  ki  thd  mean  iSAie, 
Aewa  too  fMbly,  by  her  own  conduct, 
wiMt  h«r  mm  of  Che  fda<t^  ii.  She 
AeMjsMnAr  that  Ao  k  df  oj^fnion,  th6 


keas,  and  that  sudi  a  ship,  if  toncetned  ih 
an  unlawful  trade,  minr  be  broueht  into  th^ 
Spanish  ports  ai^  there  conidetauied.  t 
say,  that  France  is  plainly  of  that  opbion*, 
bediuse  we  know  that  lllips  bielOi^tig  ti 
her  were  actually  ukm  ind  tMMinseated 
by  the  Spaniards ;  nay.  Sit,  I  can  venture 
to  affirn^,  that  seizures  have  b^n  made  df 
French  vessels,  as  much  in  violation  of  dl 
treaties  and  Justice,  as  any  British  snbjea 
ever  yet  had  reason  to  comjplah)  of;  but 
we  never  heard  thit  France  reolaiinefl 
those  shins,  I  do  not  know  whetiier  thft 
happened  because  her  ministry  ¥tts  ot*  d|»iv 
nion  that  these  setaures  #er^  Justifitf^l^  bf 
because  they  thoii||ht  It  #ottia  be  imt^du^ 
to  embroH  theknaelVM  With  Spfttn  on  dfe^ 
count  of  aiiy  privBte  quarrel,  t  do  hot  III 
all  deny,  thitt  we  have  suffered  Agtart  ml 
more  from  the  Spaniards  ihah  thd  Frencft 
have ;  but  I  mention  this  to  iiifb^  tM 
House  that,  in  idl  apt^^rainee,  the  iVdAcIl 
would  have  been  Mt  enemiM,  had  #9 

rne  to  war  before  we  had  tr^ted  •  and 
we  had  rejected  all  terths  ef  iftcboiilinOL 
dation,  or  insisted  on  thbse  tfenfM  thai  hd 
foeople,  not  absdhitely  redue^d^  wotd^ 
nave  granted. 

Even  the  Duteh,  Sir,  who  ddpbM  U 
much  upon  trade  as  i^  do,  have  heve^ 
thought  fit  io  come  to  OxtrMniH^^  ibongR 
then'  suffiMngs  are  as  gr^t,  tmd  as  ahjusil- 
fiable  as  oiirs  are.  ThOy  have  \ii&6n  cen^ 
tented  to  make  epplicatiofis,  ahd  tepem 
remonstrances  at  the  eOiitt  iff  (SfNtln;  bul 
we  have  never  yet  heard  of  fii^ir  ht^i^ 
Me  to  obtain  sb  mut:h  a§  k  cfidula 
to  American  governors  fbr  th^  rMlttl^ 
tion  of  one  ship  of  theirs  unjustly  iteisetL 
We,  Sir,  k  is  weU  known,  haVe  obtainM 
many;  and  if  Some  inf  them  had  not 
th6  desired  efibct,  I  am  conyinced  it 
was  owing  more  to  thd  arts  fif  the  jfeveu 
nors  themselvesj  than  to  the  iht^htiohs  c>f 
ihe  Spanish  coUrt.  So  that  I  csmnot  ieo^ 
upon  what  foundation  gentledien  prob^; 
When  they  repre^Ht  Britain  as  under  M 
administration  so  weak,  that  she  hia  b^ 
for  thtge  %  yeM  pusi  forced  fo  pot  tip 
With  the  grossest  aironts  and  ifijtliMj 
without  th^  least  satfelkctieU  or  repar&Hbn^ 
tiad  the  Dnttii  dblaihed  ds  much  as  wd 
did  even  b^^^e  fiiis  convention,  I  dm  con- 
vkk!^,  diat  they  woulA  have  bc^n  het-^ 
fe^tfy  contented.  I  am  convinced  thehP 
goverMMnt  woidd  not  have  hidulged  ih$ 
^om^bantS  ^  phrOt^  thiderS  so  ikr,  as  to 
SflMdt^  a  fdtiOt  enquiry,  which  mij{:ht  havO 
di&^«(ion«d  i  taptett;    hor  would  thetf 
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imSi^ial  paan,  if  it  shail  appear  tint  they 
have  faithfully  and  zealoiuly  confoimed 
themselves  to  what  appeared  to  be  the 
■cmimente  of  the  majqrity  of  this  House. 
Now  as  these  are  no  secrets  &the  public^ 
1  cannot  conceive  why  any  proceedings 
[whatever,  in  consequence  of  tqese  resolu- 
tions, should  be  improper  to  be  comma- 
.nicated  to  this  House.  It  will  sound  very 
strange  to  the  world,  if  tliis  House  should 
refuse  to  call  for  papers,  the  contents  of 
which  we  have  reason  to  presume  chiefly 
relate  to  a  negociation  that  ought  to  have 
been  carried  on  in  pursuance  of  the  reso- 
lutions of  parliament.  Will  not  this.  Sir, 
^ive  a  handle  to  our  enemies^  to  suff^est, 
,that  some  scenes  of  iniquity  may  be  disco- 
,  vered  from  these  papers,  and  tKat  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  nave  had  views  distinct 
iroro,  and  inconsistent  with  your  resolu- 
tions. 

I  shall  go  so  far,  as  to  admit  that  these 
views  may  be  more  advantageous  for  the 
good  of  this  nation,  thah  those  that  the 
parliament  then  had  in  view  :  Butjgive  me 
leavq  to  observe.  Sir,  thathowever  speci- 
ous they  may  be,  no  measure  founded 
]thereon  can  be  so  solid,  or  so  efficacious,  as, 
those  founded  on  the  resolutions  of  this 
House.  All  concessions  that  are  obtained 
from  Spain,  if  not  founded  on  the  resolu- 
tions ofparliament,  wiUbe  no  longer  bind- 
ing upon  her,,  than  she  shall  find  it  her 
interest  not  to  break  them.  This,  Sir,  is 
evident  from  our  past  n^ociations  with 
that  ..court.  Gentlemen,  I  believe,  wiU 
have  some  difficulty  to  prove  that  she  has 
observed  one  stipulation  in  any  treaty  we 
have  made  with  her  these  90  years  past. 
What  was  the  reason  of  this  ?  'Did  it  not 
)}roceed  from  her  opinion  that  our  parlia^ 
inents  would  never  support  the  ministry, 
in  obliging  her  to  an  observance  of  treaties 
concluded  without  their  advice,  and 
against  the  sense  of  the  nation  ?  Iliis 
gave  them  encouragement  to  break  through 
every  obligation  of  faith  and  honour.  But 
the  present  case  is  quite  otherwise.  The 
parharaent  has  laid  down  resolutions, which 
^e,  or  ought  to  be,  guides  to  our  minis- 
try. We  have  declared,  that  we  will  efr 
fectually  support  his  Majesty  in  obtaining 
redress  from  Spain  on  the  foot  of  these 
resolutions;  tlierefore  give  me  leave  to 
say.  Sir,  that  there  ought  to  have  b^en  no 
negociation  carried  on  with  Spain,  whereof 
these  resolutions  did  not  serve  as  a  foun- 
dation :  and  as  these  are  known  to  all  the 
world,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  any  part 
of  the  negociations  founded  on  wem  ought 


to  be  kept  secret,  or  should  be  tfaoui^ 
unfit  to  TO  communicated  to  this  H0118& 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  the  manner  in  whidi 
the  court  of  Madrid  may  resent  our  pro- 
ceedings ursed  in  this  House  as  a  reason 
why  we  ou^t  not  to  proceed  according  to 
our  known  privileges :  if  ever  one* court 
had  reason  to  observe  no  delicacy  widi 
another,  and  to  break  through  all  fonnB  of 
decorum,  we  have  received  provocationi 
enough  to  justify  us  in  such  a  b^iavioaz 
towards  that  of  Spain.  She  has  violated 
the  law  of  nations  and  her  own  honour; 
she  has  done  violence  even  to  humanity 
itself,  by  her  outrageous  treatment  of  our 
fellow-subjects :  and  shall  we.  Sir,  at  this 
tirae.of  day,  refiise  to  enter  into  right  and 
proper  measures  for  our  own  safety,  htr 
cause  they  may  be  disagreeaUe  to  some 
punctilios  of  that  court?  but.  Sir,  we  do 
no  more  now  than  we  have  done  jn  fonn& 
times,  we  do  no  more  than  we  have  done 
in  almost  every  session  of  tliis  parliament. 
Did  we  not  last  session.  Sir,  address  for 
papers  that  had  passed  between  the  Spani^ 
ministers  and  ours?  these  papers  were 
communicated  to  the  House ;  but  I  think 
we  never  heard  that  the  court  of  Spain  re- 
sented it  in  the  manner  the  boo.  gentle- 
man seems  to  insinuate.  The  Convention 
is  a  proof  that  they  have  hot;  and  I  could 
wish  we  had  used  the  privilege  we  enjoy 
of  addressing  his  Majest3r  for  papers  thst 
have  passed  betwixt  his  ministers  and  tliose 
of  any  other  court,  oflener  than  we  have 
used  It.  The  nation,  I  am  persuaded, 
would  have  felt  the  good  effecU  of  it.  If 
foreign  courts  apprehended,  that  ail  the 
transactions  betwixt  us  and  them  were  to 
be  laid  before  this  House,  I  am  apt  to  be- 
hove, that  they  would  be  much  nuM'e  sin- 
cere in  their  protestations,  and  that  they 
would  not  dare  to  trifle  with  this  nation 
in  the  manner  which  some  of  them  hare 
done. 

The  hon.  gentleman  was  afraid,  that  if 
we  should  agree  to  this  motion,  and  the 
papers  were  refused  us,  such  refusal  might 
beget  a  misunderstanding  betwixt  his  Ma- 
jesty and  the  parliament,  which  might 
give  other  powers  of  Europe  a  handle  for 
insisting  upon  somewhat  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  our  commerce. 

As  to  the  American  trade,  which  thf 
hon.  gentleman  has  been  pleased  to  men- 
tion, I  am  sensible  witli  how  delicate  a 
hand  that  ought  to  be  touched  upon  by  a 
ministry  treating  with  other  powers.  But, 
Sir,  it  is  certain  that  we  have  just  as  good 
a  right  to  our  share  of  that  trade  as  any 
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odier  people  in  Europe,  except  the 
Spaniards  Uiemselires :  and  ghre  me  letve 
10  88jy  that  it  would  not  be  amiss  should 
ire  let  our  neighbours  knovi  that  we  are. 
letermiDed  to  suffer  none  of  them  to  enter 
Dto  any  coUusive  bargain  with  Spain,  to 
mjoy  advantages  wtdfSi  we  da  not  If  we 
nve  any  reason  to  suspect  this,  I  think  it 
rould  be  right  in  us  to  obliffe,  not  only 
he  Spaniards,  but  these  suppJanters,  to  a 
lue  observance  of  the  treaties  concerning 
hat  trade,  let  the  consequences  be  what 
ky  will.  While  I  am  on  this  subject,  I 
»iu)ot  help  taking  notice,  that  it  lias  be- 
»me  a  general  excuse  in  the  mouths  of  a 
ireat  many  for  not  entering  into  a  war 
rith  Spain,  that  it  is  in  her  power  to  seise 
he  property  of  our  merchants  on  board 
ler  Plate-fleet.  Sir,  I  shall  admit  that  it 
8.  But  I  think  it  is  against  the  maxims 
)f  found  policy,  for  the  sake  of  any  private 
Din's  advantage,  to  expose  the  honour  of 
he  nation  to  insults. 

As  to  the  eflfects  this  address  might 
uive  upon  aSkin  at  home,  I  am  so  very 
mfortunate  as  to  dlfer  widely  from  the 
ion.  gentleman's  way  of  thinking.  A 
;tH)d  correspondence  betwixt  his  Majesty 
ind  the  parliament,  is  what  I  dhall  always 
«;»h  to  se^  continued.  But  m  my  opi- 
Hon,  Sh*,  it  is  no  very  great  compliment 
0  this  House  to  suppose,  Uuit  if  his  Ma- 
esty  shall  refuse  to  lay  these  papers  be- 
ore  us,  we  should  express  any  c'«atisfac- 
ion,  or  give  our  enemies  any  handle  to 
«ult  or  triumph.  We  may  be  perfectly 
atisfied,  that  if  his  Majesty  should  refuse 
0  lay  these  papers  before  us,  it  is  for  very 
op<Hiant  reasons ;  for  I  am  persuaded,  no 
oinister  durst  be  so  bold  as  to  atep  be- 
veen  his  Majesty  and  this  House,  and  be. 
D  instrument  of  creating  any  misunder-' 
tanding  betwixt  them  on  this  head. 

But,  says  the  hon.  gentleman,  we  are 
lot  sure  that  his  Majesty  will  comply  with 
he  prayer  ai  such  an  address.  Sir,  this 
3  an  argument  that  may  e<|ually  serve 
gainst  afl  addresses  of  this  kind;  we  are 
lot  sure,  before  they  are  presented,  that 
lis  Majesty  will  comply  witli  any  of  them ; 
bt  it  is  reasonable  to  believe  that  he  will 
ompl  V  with  this  address  as  soon  as  with 
nyother.  In  this  case.  Sir,  I  am  apt  to 
hink  that  foreign  powers  will  entertain  a 
ery  diffisrent  opinion  of  the  state  of  our 
ffiurs  from  what  the  hon.  gentleman  insi- 
mates.  It  will  give  them  to  understand, 
hat  his  M^esty  and  his  parliament  are 
esolved  to  act  in  concert.  As  to  foreign 
>owen  uniting  amongst  themselves  on 


this  occasion,  I  think  we  have  no.  mat 
reascm  to  di^  them:  ire  have  a  fleet. 
Sir,  sufficient  to  prevent  all  the  bad  effects 
of  such  an  union ;  sufficient  to  protect  our 
own  trade,  and  to  defeat  all  the  attempts 
of  our  enemies.  I  should  be  glad  to  know, 
if  we  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from:  our 
enemies,  for  what  reason  the  nation  is  at 
so  much  expeuce  in  fitting  out  and  main- 
tainine  so  g^reat  a  fleet  ?  but  I  am  afinid 
that  the  union  among  the  enemies  of  this  - 
nation  is  already  asstrong  as  it  is  possible  to 
be ;  if  ik  is  not,  the  arguments  I  have  heard 
advanced  for  our  late  measures  are  very 
inconsistent  and  inconclusive.  Was  it  not 
urged  last  session,  in  favour  of  our  pacific 
dispositions,  that  France  and  Spain  were 
so  closely  united,  that  their  interests  were 
become  inseparable  f  ly^d  have  we,  not 
been  lately  told,  that  this  union  is  now 
upon  the  point  of  being  rendered  still 
more  strict,  by  a  daughter  of  France's 
marrying  a  son  of  the  king  of  Spam* 
Thus,  Sur,  the  union  hinted  at,  is  not  only 
already  formed,  but  perhaps  as  strong  as 
it  ever  can  be.  However,  if  we  admit  this 
union  to  be  of  so  much  weight,  as  to  influ* 
ence  and  over-awe  the  necessary  proceed- 
ings of  this  House,  we  shall  not  in  the 
least  keep  off^  but  the  sooner  feel  all  the 
effects  of^it.  Nay,  shall  we  not  invite  Uie 
dai^er  we  ought  to  prepare  against  ? 

'Die  hon.  gentleman  seemm  apprehen* 
sive  that  France  might  have  some  clafana 
to  make  prejudicial  to  our  interest  I  be- 
lieve, Sir,  if  we  were  to  settle  accounts, 
the  balance  would  be  found  very  much  in 
our  favour.  We  have  therefore  no  reason 
to  delay  the  discussion  of  all  claims  that 
can  possibly  be  betwixt  us.  We  must  not 
expect  any  of  their  good  offices,  and  we 
cannot  guard  so  wen  against  their  ill  in 
any  other  manner,  as  by  obliging  them  to 
come  to  a  declaration  one  way  or  ether. 
By  this  means,  if  we  are  not  served  by 
their  ^ood  offices,  we  cannot  be  betrayed 
bytheir  dissembled  friendship ;  and  if  we 
had  pursued  these  measures  sooner,  I  am 
of  opinion  that  we  should  have  had  but 
very  little  reason  now  either  to  court  or  to 
fear  them.  The  hon.  gentleman  says, 
that  we  now  enjoy  many  advantages  in 
commerce  unrivalled  and  uncomplained  of 
by  our  neighbours.  I  wish.  Sir,  he  had 
pointed  out  what  these  advantages  ,are.  I 
nave  many  times  of  late  heara  that  our 
neighbourshaveengrossed  several  branches 
of  commerce  to  which  we  had  a  natural 
and  undoubted  right,  but  I  could  never 
yet  learn  that  w0  have  guned  one  advan* 
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tige  over  them  in  tlist  respect.  There- 
fore I  thmk  it  would  not  at  ^1  be  amin, 
if  all  our  treatiee  of  conmeroe  and  navU 
gatton,  with  the  other  powen  of  Europe, 
^rere  examined,  and  Uie  encroachments 
nade  upon  our  rights  strictly  enquired 
into :  I  am  conrincM,  if  this  enquiry  were 
vigorously  set  on  foot,  it  would  ne  nigfaly 
for  the  interest  of  this  nation, — As  to  our 
neighbours  improvingour  divisions  to  their 
own' advantage^  t  can  see  no  room,  from 
what  has  been  yet  said,  to  suspect  that 
our  presenting  such  addresii  can  produce 
any,  whatever  theirejecting  it  may  do. 

The  next  argument  against  the  motion. 
Sir,  is  drawn  from  the  impression  it  might 

S*  e  his  Maje8t)r  of  our  moderation.  I 
e  say  his  Majesty  knows  too  much  of 
the  constitution  of  Ureat  Britain  in  gene- 
ral, and  of  this  House  in  particular,  to  be 
^spleased  at  such  a  proceeding.  If  his 
Majesty  shall  find  that  we  have  done  no- 
thing more  by  it,  than  what  has  been  usual 
fbr  this  House  to  do  on  like  occasions, 
where  is  the  ground  for  insmuating,  that 
his  Majesty  will  have  reason  to  think  we 
do  not  make  a  proper  return  for  the  many 
instances  of  attection  he  has  shewn  us  ?  I 
am  very  sensible  of  the  tenderness  which 
he  has  always  expressed  for  the  rights  of 
this  House.  Give  me  leave  to  say.  Sir, 
that  we  have  never  yet  been  wanting  in 
our  returns  of  gratitude  to  the  government. 
We  have  put  it  in  their  power,  to  secure 
themselves  in  the  affections  of  the  people ; 
we  have  put  it  in  their  power,  Sir,  to  make 
themselves  as  popnlar  as  anv  government 
that  ever  was  in  Britam,  by  fumishmg 
them  with  the  means  both  of  retrieving 
and  asserting  the  honour  of  this  kingdom. 
If,  at  an  immense  expence  to  the  people, 
we  have  thus  strengthened  the  hands  of 
our  ministers;  if  we  have  thus  clothed 
them  jrith  power  almost  unknown  to  any 
of  theur  predecessors,  is  it  not  just,  Sir,  is 
it  not  necessaiy  that  we  should  have  all 
the  bght  communicated  to  us,  that  may  be 
proper  to  inform  us  in  what  manner  these 
expenoes  and  this  power  have  been  ap- 
plied ?  and  can  any  ^ntleman,  who  im- 
partially considers  this  affair,  doubt  that 
our  agreeing  to  the  present  motion  is  the 
most  proper  means  of  attaining  that  end  ? 
Tlie  hon.  gentleman  says,  that  the  Con- 
vention b  not  a  definitive  treaty,  bnt  a  pre- 
liminary one.  Now  this  very  reason  wnidi 
be  has  urged  against  the  motion,  is  to  me 
» of  the  stron^st  arguments  in  its  fa- 
-  We  furnished  the  ministry  with 
\  of  radttciBg  Spain  to  reason,  and  of 


obtaining  a  defindtive  trea^  widi  dienoit 
advantaj^ous  terms.  '  Will  any  centleDifl 
deny  this  to  be  the  situation  of  a&bs  li 
tiie  close  of  last  session  i  I  dare  saj  hi 
wiUnot.  Whatthen,SEr,dowemteDdbT 
the  Address  now  moved  for  ?  We  intend 
no  more  than  to  get  as  fuO  infimnstion  u 
possible,  why  the  finn  and  wcU-gnnmdcd 
expectations  of  the  pariiament  hcire  dm 
been  answered. 

The  hon.  gentleman.  Sir,  reasoned  ooi 
supposition,  that  we  were  to  addrw  for 
these  papers  for  no  other  reason  tloD  m 
fish  for  faults  in  our  ministry,  whose  coc* 
duct  h6  seems  to  think  is  irreproadiable. 
I  wish  with  all  my  heart,  that  it  nay  be 
found  so;  but  I  must  diier Ihxn him ii 
this  particular.  I  am  of  opimoD  Uiis  Howe 
may  address  for  these  papers  with  the  not 
sincere,  the  nKist  upright  intentioia  d 
doing  justice  to  the  ments  of  the  mimstrr. 
I  am  apt  to  think.  Sir,  that  we  shall  bs 
sincere  both  to  our  approlMitton  and  cen- 
sure, and  chat  whether  our  ministen  d^ 
serve  one  or  the  other,  we  have  no  intea* 
tions  to  act  any  otherwise  than  diaU  sppear 
firom  the  reason  of  the  thmg  itaelf. 

I  have  heard  gentlemen  frequentl  v  invti 
that  it  is  very  unfair  to  condemn  the  000- 
duct  of  nunisters  before  we  know  the  pr- 
ticular  reasons  and  motives  from  wnidi 
they  act.  I  myself  am  entirely  of  that  opi- 
nion. I  believe  a  minister  may  be  so  ea- 
barrassed  by  accidents  in  the  course  ot^  i 
protracted  negodation,  throng  the  ci- 
price,  through  the  obstinacy  of  those  he 
nas  to  do  with,  that  he  may  be  obliged  u» 
follow  measures,  that  to  a  person  not  in 
the  like  situation,  and  unacquainted  with 
the  difficulties  he  had  to  teooonter,  nsr 
appear  very  abmrd;  and  yet.  Sir,  thtt 
very  person,  upon  better  infonnatioD,iDi)r 
be  convinced,  that  if  he  himself  had  bttn 
in  the  like  circumstances,  he  could  not 
have  acted  so  prudently.  The  CoDreoUos 
is,  I  dare  say,  such  a  measure  as  whst  I 
now  talk  of.  The  world  in  ^leneial,  and  I 
believe  not  a  few  gentlemen  m  this  Hooie. 
I  own  myself  to  l^  of  their  number,  htit 
but  a  verv  indiftrent  opinion  of  it  How- 
ever, I  will  not  as  yet  absolutely  proaonDcs 
it  to  be  a  bad  measure,  because  Idoooc 
know  the  difficulties  which  ouiwinista* 
may  have  had  to  encounter.  I  do  wt 
know  what  reasons  Spain  might  hare  had 
to  urge;  nor  a  thousand  oSier  circim* 
stances,  whidi  might  be  proper  forme  to 
be  instructed  in,  befixe  1  can  deliver  oiy 
final  judgment  of  it.  These  diffcahics, 
Sb,  are  only  to  be  known  firsm  the  pspcn 
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ov  moTed  to  be  addressed  for.  For  my 
ira  part,  I  will  Uke  them  upon  no  man's 
epresentation ;  they  who  may  be  most  pro- 
er  to  represent  them  to  the  House,  are 
Down  to  be  too  strongly  interested  in  the 
kta  of  the  question  about  this  Conv^tion. 
*heywhoare  not  interested,  cannot  re? 
resent  them  to  Uie  House,  because  they 
re  not  in  the  secret  of  afiairs.  How  then, 
lir,  are  we  to  receive  right  information  ? 
re  are  to  receive  it  from  the  very  papers, 
bich  we  have  reason  to  believe  were 
enoed  with  no  design  of  imposing  on  this 
louse.  This,  I  own.  Sir,  is  me  only 
lethod  by  which  the  objections  I  have  af- 
iidy  formed  m  my  mind  against  this  Con- 
SDtion  can  be  removed. 
I  shall  only  trouble  the  House  with  a 
ord  or  two  more,  with  regard  to  the  in- 
ecency  of  our  addressing  for  papers  that 
2kte  to  a  negociation  not  yet  finished* 
Ills  ifi  an  argument,  that  I  own  has  had 
riate  great  weight  with  this  House ;  and 
do  beueve  that  formerly  it  was  not  very 
saal  to  address  for  such  papers,  but  I 
lUst  at  die  same  t^me  observe,  that  for- 
Kfly  our  negociations  were  quite  of  a 
i&rent  kind  from  what  they  seem  now* 
)ur  forefathers  acted  with  resolution; 
ky  acted  with  prudence ;  they  did  not 
ufler  themselves  to  be  deceived  by  the 
uUvard  protestations,  or  undermined  by 
be  secret  treachery  of  their  enemies; 
berefore  the  first  notice  which  the  public 
ommonly  had  of  a  negociation,  was  by  its 
leiog  notified  to  the  pariiament  that  it  was 
onduded :  so  that  it  was  almost  impossi- 
>ie  for  them  to  call  for  any  papers  renting 
0  a  negociation  that  was  depending.  But 
re,  Sir,  have  got  into  a  new  method  of 
reaty-making ;  we  are  always  negotiating, 
tut  we  never  conclude.  We  have  been 
£gociating  with  Spain  these  twenty  years, 
rithout  making  one  definitive  treatjr,  that 
^  not  been  broken  before  the  parliament 
ould  have  an  opportunity  of  calliDg  for 
^y  papers  relating  to  it.  For  the  breach 
hat  followed  (such  was  our  policy)  always 
;aTe  rise  to  new  negociations,  which  were 
et  on  foot  before  the  next  meeting  of  par- 
lament;  thea^  Sir,  when  we  called  for 
capers  relating  to  the  former  negociation, 
i^e  were  told  that  these  papers  related  to 
be  negociation  in  dependence,  and  that 
herefore  they  were  very  unfit  to  be  com* 
nunicated  to  the  House;  his  Msjes^ 
irould  take  it  amiss.;  and  the  Spaniard 
rould  be  displeased.  This,  Sir,  I  take  to 
>e  the  very  case  now.  The  treaty  of  Se« 
^ilie,  though  i»lled  4  definitive  treaty,  was 


indeed  as  properiy  a  prelimiaary  treaty  ap 
the  Convention;  for  the  most  material 
points,  that  tlien  created  the  di&rance  be* 
twixt  us,  were  left  to  the  decisicm  of  our 
conunissaries,  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
are  now  left  to  plenipotentiaries.  The  stil 
puUtions  in  the  treaty  of  Seville,  being 
either  violated  or  not  fulfilled  by  the  Spa> 
nlards,  gave  rise  to  a  new  negociation, 
which  produced  the  Convention;  and  tb# 
Convention  itself  is  but  a  prehminaiy  to  a 
negociation,  which  negociation  may  con« 
tinue  heaven  knows  how  long.  Thus,  Sir, 
it  is  evident,  that,  in  the  hon.  gentleman's 
sense  of  the  words,  this  House  has  not 
been  able  for  these  ten  years  past,  to  call 
for  any  pi^iers  rekting  to  Spain,  thai 
might  not  be  said  to  re|^  a  negociatioD 
not  yet  concluded. 

But,  Sir,  I  must  beg  leaye  to  trouble  tbo 
Houso  with  one  reason  more  why  I  am  for 
the  present  motion.  If  we  may  give  any 
credit  to  our  public  news^pqpers,  and  to 
common  rqmit,  our  ministers  have  met 
with  great  difficulties  in  obtaiiuDg  from 
Spain  even  this  Conyention,  poor  as  it 
seems  to  be ;  nav,  if  some  people  exe  not 
very  much  misinformed,  we  oould  have  had 
better  terms  from  Spain  eight  years  ago, 
than  we  have  ^ot  byf  wis  Convention.  Now, 
Sir,  what  indign^n  must  it  raise  in  the 
breast  of  every  considering  man,  who  re* 
fleets  that  our  vast  preparations  and  ex- 
pencea  have  had  no  effect  but  to  our  own 
detrimentl  To  what  can  this  be  attributed? 
it  must  be  to  one  of  two  causes :  the  first 
is,  that  it  is  possible  Spaij»  may  have  so 
thorough  a  ccmtempt  of  us,  as  to  tell  us, 
that  if  we  will  be  but  peac^le  and  quiefe^ 
she  will  do  something  for  ua.from  pur# 
good  will;  but  that  we  are  to  expect  no 
terms,  except  the  most  dishonourable  and 
disadvantageous,  if  we  shoukl  pretend  to 
do  ourselves  justice  by  ova  arms.  If  that^ 
Sir,  is  the  case,  we  are  in  a  more  misersUe 
situation  than  any  people  under  the  son ; 
because  there  is  no  people,  however -weak, 
whose  resentment  is  not  in  some  degree  or 
other  regarded,  even  by  powers  vastly' sy* 
perior  to  themselves.  But  it  wovdd  seem 
that  we  are  reduced  to  so  despicable  a  ai« 
tuation,  that,  though  we  are  in  a  oonditio^ 
to  do  ourselves  justice,  and  though  we  may 
be  at  an  immense  expence  in  putting  oiir^ 
selves  in  that  condition,  yet  our  enemiai 
know  so  well  that  we  dare  not  make  use  d 
our  power,  that  the^  despise  and  insult  us 
for  makiii^  such  yam  preparations.  Tlhig 
is  a  very  singulai^  and  I  belieye  aa  unpa* 
ralldedc 
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But  this  bcjumoar  of  ^Nun  mty  be  at- 
Iribilted  to  another  cauce;  it  may  proceed 
irom  our  ministry  being  so  earnest  to  <^* 
tain  some  treaty  or  other,  that  rather  than 
want  one,  they  were  wiilinff  to  take  up 
with  the  very  worst  that  coukl  be  offered ; 
that  when  the  parliament  met,  they  might 
isay  something  had  been  done  in  conse- 
quence of  the  yast  expences  we  had  been 
at.  But,  Sir,  it  is  impossible  for  us^  to 
know  any  thing  certainly  of  this  a&ir  with- 
out  agreein|^  to  the  present  motion,  which 
I  heartily  gnre  my  voice  for. 

Sir  JVitliam  Yonge  : 

Sir ;  I  wish  with  all  my  heart  that  gen- 
tlemen would  confine  themselves  to  the 
subject  of  the  debate :  I  am  sure  it  would 
save  a  great  deal  of  time  and  trouble  to 
themselves  and  others.  We  have  been 
told.  Sir,  that  the  reason  why  we  ought  to 
agree  to  this  motion,  is  because  we  did  not 
bring  the  court  of  Spain  to  agree  to  a  de- 
finitive instead  of  a  preliminary  treaty; 
though  ^ntlemen  have  not  been  so  kind 
as  to  give  the.  House  any  reasons  why 
this  preliminary  may  not  answer  all  the  ends 
we  could  have  proposed  by  a  definitive 
treaty. 

But  we  are  told  that  the  resolutions  we 
came  to  last  session  ought  to  have  directed 
our  ministers  in  insisting  upon  a  definitive 
treaty,  or  they  ought  not  to  have  treated 
at  all.  This,  Sir,  I  can  by  no  means  agree 
to.  We  dui  not  mean  by  these  resolu- 
tions, to  tie  the  ministry  down  to  enter 
into  an  immediate  war;  they  were  in- 
tended, as  the  hon.  gentleman  well  ob- 
serves, to  serve  as  a  direction  to  the  minis- 
try in  the  succeeding  part  of  their  nego- 
i;iation :  but  how  does  it  appear  to  him, 
that  they  have  not  ?  We  have,  says  he,  got 
a  preliminary  treaty  instead  of  a  definitive 
•ne*  Give  me  leave  to  ask  that  gentle- 
man. Sir,  if  there  was  any  thing  in  these 
resolutions  that  tied  our  ministry's  hands 
from  making  a  preliminary  treaty  till  such 
time  as  a  definitive  one  could  be  drawn 
up?  If  there  is  not,  wherein  are  our  mi- 
nisters to  blame,  if  they  have  concluded  a 
preliminary  treaty,  in  which  a  strict  re- 
sard  has  been  mid  to  the  resolutions  of 
Fsriiament?  If  the  situation  of  affiiirs 
betwixt  Spain  and  us  absolutely  required 
that  we  should  accept  of  this  preliminair 
Ireaty,  can  the  hon.  gentleman  pretend, 
that  the  ends  for  which  we  came  to  the 
lesoltttions  he  has  mentioned,  have  not 
been  answered  ?  But,  says  the  hon.  gen- 
deman,  why  was  tbi^  a  prtliminaiy  treaty. 


and  not  a  definitive  one?  Didwenotfiir- 
nish  money  enough  ?  Have  we  not  fitted 
out  fleets  strong  enough  to  oblige  Spaa 
to  accept  of  our  own  terms?  I  tmnk,  St, 
that  this  oMection  admits  of  a  very  plam 
answer.  Tne  resolutions  of  a  House  d 
Parliamoitand  itBprooeedings,are  founded 
on  the  interests  or  the  nation,  as  they  »- 
pear  from  her  laws,  her  constitutioii,  aod 
ner  treaties  with  other  powers:  bat  mi- 
nisters.  Sir,  have  a  harder  task ;  tfaey  ve 
tied  down  to  the  resolutions  of  Parliament, 
and  at  the  same  time  they  are  obliged  to 
consider  how  far  the  interest  of  ther 
Prince  may  be  affected  by  other  ciFcam- 
stances,  which  the  Parliament,  let  ther 
intentions  be  never  so  upright,  and  tk:r 
discernment  never  so  just,  can  have  no  op- 
portunity of  knowing.  These  circum^ 
stances,*  Sbr,  may  dej^nd  <m  the  chanc* 
ters  of  those  with  whom  they  are  to  nego- 
ciate,  and  the  dispositions  that  are  made  at 
other  courts  for  entering  into  or  strength- 
ening alliances.  They  may  depend  od  ic- 
trigues,  which  they  who  are  at  a  great  d:9- 
tance  can  have  no  notion  of,  and  to  which 
perhaps  a  little  must  be  yielded  in  order  t9 
gain  a  great  deal.  For  these  reasons  it 
would  be  the  most  absurd  thing  in  the 
world  in  us  to  find  fault  with  our  ministeB 
for  any  measure  they  shall  enter  into,  u> 
less  we  are  absolutely  sure  that  tbej  hii 
none  of  the  diflBculties  I  have  mentioned  to 
encounter  with.  'Tis  likewise  for  this  rta- 
son  that  our  constitution  has  vested  tht 
crown  with  the  prerogative  of  rostdE^ 
peace  or  war ;  b^use  it  never  can  bf 
presumed  that  we,  who  are  confined  to  aa 
island,  who  can  know  nothing  but  fnva 
hearsay,  whose  deliberations  are  so  slor, 
and  whose  public  capacity  determine  ^ 
a  certain  period,  can  be  tlioroughij  in- 
structed in  every  particular  that  may  makf 
more  vigorous  or  more  peaceful  messuns 
necessary.  But,  Sir,  snould  this  Hou5e 
always  assume  to  itself,  without  having  re* 
gard  to  any  of  these  considerations,  a 
power  of  censuring  the  measures  of  tie 
ministry,  for  not  acting  strictly  up  to  wkt 
they  conceive  would  have  been  proper; 
should  we  on  all  occasions  prescribe  mlef 
to  the  ministry  in  what  manner  their  ne- 
gociations  are  to  be  carried  on,  and  on 
what  terms  they  are  to  insist ;  I  think  it 
would  be  very  hard  to  point  out  whereio 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown  in  making 
peace  or  war  consists. 

I  hope,  Sir,  I  shall  not  be  mistaken,  u 
if  I  meant  that  we  are  never  to  offer  our 
advice  to  his  Miyesty,  and  that  we  are  ts 
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wink  at  every  thiog  the  miQistry  shall  do. 

I  think  the  greatness  of  a  king  of  Britain 

depends  on  his  always  acting  in  concur- 
rence with  parliament^  and  that  the  safety 
of  this  nation  consists  in  our  having  it  al- 
ways in  our  power  to  censure  the  conduct 
of  wicked  ministers.  But»  at  the  same 
time,  Sir,  we  are  not  to  prescribe  the 
manner  in  which  his  Majesty  is  to  act,  nor, 
under  the  pretence  of  calling  wicked  mi- 
nisters to  account,  are  we  to  persecute  or 
oppress  good  ones.  But,  says,  the  hon. 
gentleman,  if  our  ministers  had  real  diffi- 
culties to  struggle  with,  if  they  met  with 
unreasonable  opposition,  why  ought  this  to 
becoocealedfromPkirliament?  Ijois  House 
can  make  allowances  for  that ;  we  will  even 
applaud  them,  if  they  have  dexterously 
fumiounted  thode  obstacles;  and  there- 
fore these  papers  ought  to  be  laid  before 
US,  that  we  may  know  the  true  state  of  the 
whole  affiiir.  Sir,  I  «m  of  opinion,  that  be- 
fore there  is  occasion  to  call  for  any  papers 
whatsoever  relatin|f  to  this  negociation,  we 
ought  to  consider  if  the  preliminary,  treaty 
which  has  been  concluded,  is,  or  is  not  a 
proper  measure  in  itself:  if  we  find  that  it 
u  a  proper  measure,  if  we  find  that  it  an- 
swers all  the  intentions  of  the  resolutions 
we  presented  to  his  Majesty  last  session, 
where  is  the  nece^ty,  where  is  the  expe- 
diency of  calling  for  any  papers  at  all  ?  If 
on  the  other  hand,  it  should  be  found  a  de- 
itructive  measure,  we  are  at  liberty  to  do 
te  we  shall  think  expedient ;  and  his  Ma- 
jesty will  doubtless  have  a  great  regard  to 
our  sentiments  and  representations. 

I  cannot  help  observing.  Sir;  that  had 
the  convention  been  a  definitive  instead, 
of  a  preliminary  treaty,  the  honourable 
gentleman,  according  to  his  own  way  of 
arguing,  would  have  nad  no  pretence  for 
agreeing  to  the  present  motion.  Had  it 
been  a  definitive  treaty,  the  question  then, 
it  seems,  would  have  been  u]M>n  the  pierits 
of  the  trea^  itself;  but  as  it  is  a  prelimi- 
nary one,  ^e  question  now  is  not  about 
th^  merits  of  the  treaty,  but  upon  those 
iteps  that  were  taken  previous  to  it.  I 
am  not  inclined  to  anticipate  the  debate 
upon  the  Convention,  by  pointing  out  the 
imall  difference  that  is  betwixt  it  and  a 
definitive  treaty:  give  me  leave  to  say, 
Sir,  that  the  foundation  that  is  therein  laid 
for  a  definitive  treaty,  is  entirely  agreeable 
to  the  resolutions  of  this  House ;  and  I 
dare  venture  to  sav,  that  when  it  shall 
come  to  be  considered,  gentlemen  will 
tliink  it  the  best  measure  that  could  have 
been  pursued  in  our  Present  circumstances. 


But,  says  the  hon.  gentleman,  why  may 
we  not  appoint  a  committee  of  secrecy 
for  perusing  the  papers  to  be  addressed 
for,  who  shall  make  such  extracts  iVom 
them  as  are  proper  for  the  information  of 
this  House  f  I  am  very  fiir.  Sir,  from, 
questioning  the  honour  of  any  gentleman 
who  may  be  of  such  a  Committee,  or  from: 
•thmking  that  they  could  be  capable  of 
making  any  bad  use  of  these  papers :  but 
I  am  humbly  of  opinion,  thtft  such  an  Ex- 
pedient would  be  far  from  answering  the 
ends  proposed.  A  committee  of  secrecy 
might  indeed  satisfy  themselves ;  but  I 
cannot  see  how  any  information  firoiDi 
them  can  be  satisfactory  to  the  rest  of  the 
House.  The  honourable  gentleman  him- 
self says,  that  he  can  form  a  right  judg- 
ment of  the  Convention  no  other  way  thaa 
hj  seeing  and  perusing  these  papers ;  bu^ 
Sir,  if  he  himself  were  not  of  that  com- 
mittee, he  must  be  satisfied  with  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  so  that  he  can 
have  it  only  at  second-hand.  Besides, 
there  may  be  such  a  connection  betwixt 
those  matters  that  are  improper  to  be  com- 
municated to  the  House,  and  those  that 
are  necessary  for  our  information,  that  th* 
extracts  must  be  mangled,  incoherent,  and 
unintelligible.  For  my  part,  if  an  afiair 
happened  where  it  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary that  papers  should  be  communi- 
catedfrom  the  Crown  for  the  better  infor- 
mation of  this  House,  I  should  not  think 
myself  at  liberty  to  form  any  decisive 
judgment  of  that  afiair  upon  the  report  of 
the  committee,  any  more  than  the  hon» 
gentleman  thinks  himself  at  liberty  to 
form  such  a  judgment  of  the  Convention 
on  the  report  of  the  ministry.  The  reason 
of  this  will  be  evident  to  any  man,  who 
considers  what  a  vast  diiFerence  there  is 
betwixt  the  seeing  things,  of  which  we  ara 
to  be  judges,  with  our  own  eyes,  and  • 
seeing  them  with  the  eyes  of  other  men. 

As  to  our  foreign  interests,  which  hava 
been  so  much  talked  of  on  this  occasion ; 
I  think  it  would  be  against  every  maxim 
of  sound  policy,  to  revive  any  manner  of 
difference  that  may  be  betwixt  us  and  any 
of  our  neighbours  at  this  juncture.  I  own. 
Sir,  that  I  am  not  of  opinion,  that  tha 
sooner  we  oblige  France  to  come  to  a  de- 
claration either  one  wav  or  other,  tha 
better  for  this  nation,  i  think  that  if  wa 
gave  France  any  Imndle  to  join  Spain  on 
this  occasion,  it  may  tend  very  much  to 
our  detriment.  Every  gentleman  who 
reflects  how  much  our  trade  was  ruined 
by  the  privat^rs  9f  that  nation  in  the  l^st 
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I  brieve  would  have  exerted  their  cou- 
rage too,  had  the  plate-ships  come  in  their 
vay.  But  their  escap^  at  that  time  is  a 
"proof  that  neither  the  goodness  of  ships, 
the  number  of  men,  the  skill  of  our  offi- 
•cers,  nor  the  bravery  of  our  sailors  can 
*avai],  when  the  winds  and  the  weather 
£ivour  the  enemy.  If  gentlemen  would 
make  due  reflections  upon  this,  I  dare  say 
they  would  be  mudh  cooler  in  their  debates 
and  proceeding  upon  those  questions  that 
relate  to  our  diSerences  with  Spain.  Mean 
'time  I  think  the  arguments  which  I  have 
lieard  in  support  of  the  motion  are  not 
sufficient  to  warrant  my  giving  aasent 
to  it. 

The  question  then  being  put,  it  passed 
tlie  negative,  IBS  gainst  113. 

It  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Sandys, 
*<  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  Mnjesty,  that  he  would  be  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  g^e  directions,  for  Tay- 
'ingbeifbre  the  House,  copies  of  such  Me- 
morials or  Representations,  as  had  been 
tnade,  either  to  the  kmg  of  Spain  or  his 
mnisters,  since  the  treaty  o^  Seville,  re- 
lating toLosses  sustained  by  his  Majesty's' 
isobjects,  by  means  of  depredations  com- 
txiitted  by  the  subjects  of  tne  king  of  Spain 
in  Europe  or  America.''    Upon  whidi, 

4    - 

Mr.  Henijf  Pelham  said : 

Sir ;  after  the  House,  for  very  good  rea- 
sons, had  given  a  n^ative  to  the  last  mp- 
tion,  I  did  not  expect  to  hear  one  of  this 
fcind ;  because  the  reasons  for  not  agreeing 
to  the  last,  hold,  in  my  opinion,  mu(£ 
stronger  for  rejecting  tnis.  Gentlemen, 
''before  they  make  such  motions  as  these, 
ought  to  consider  two  things  principaJiy; 
Hist,  whether  this  House  has  a  right  by 
the  constitution  to  agree  to  motions  m 
this  kind,  for  calling  for  papers  while  a 
n^Ociation  Is  depending;  and  in  the  next 
place,  how  fSir  such  an  Address  will  be 
compHed  with  on  the  part  of  the  throne. 
His  Majesty  by  our  constitution  certainly 
has  «  right  to  make  peace  or  war,  and 
consequently,  to  take  such  steps  as  may 
enable  him  to  do  both  wi&  honour  and 
success;  but  if  we  call  for  those  very 
papers  that  contain  the  whole  transactions 
^th  regard  to  either,  gentlemen  are  to 
consider,  whedier  this  be  not  an  attempt 
Ao  wrest  this  prerogative  out  of  the  royal 
'hand,  where  it  is  now  so  well  lodged.  At 
t^e  same  time.  Sir,  admitting  we  had  such 
"a  power,  if  for  reasons  best  loiown  to  hf/s 
Majesty,  he  should  refise  to  comply  with 


our  Address,  Gentlemen  cannot  but  for^ 
see,  that  sudi  a  refusal  has  often  produce] 
a  misunderstanding  betwixt  the  Crovn 
and  Parliament;  iniidi  on  this  occasioD 
must  produce  the  very  worst  e&cts. 

It  becomes  therefore,  Sir,  a  prudential 
consideration  with  us  at  present,  whether 
these  papers  may  not  be  of  such  a  nature 
as  to  require  the  utmost  secrecy,  and  whe- 
ther our  agreeing  to  this  motion,  may  not 
defeat  all  the  good  ends  proposed  by  the 
Convention ;  for  as  the  Cfonvention  is  do 
other  than  a  prefiminary  treaty  to  a  defi- 
nitive one,  there  must  consequently  he  a 
great  number  of  points  still  unsettled  be- 
twixt his  Majesty's  ministers  and  those  of 
Spain,  and  therdTore  calling  for  die  copies 
or  any  papers  that  are  now,  perfaap,  lying 
before  tne  king  of  Spain's  coundi,  is  cali- 
ing  for  jgi^rs  that  relate  to  an  unfinished 
negociation.  Besides,  Sir,  the  papers  thst 
have  be^n  laid  before  the  Court  of  Spain 
by  our  ministers,  will  necessarily  discover 
a  great  part  of  the  contents  of  those  papets, 
which  nave  been  communicated  to  this 
Court  by  that  of  Spain.  Making  sodi 
papers  public,  must  be  interpreted  by 
Spam  as  an  afflront  done  to  her,  it  being 
an  indignity  done  to  a  court,  afier  a 
negociation  is  concluded,  to  publish  all 
the  demands  which,  either  from  a  misis- 
formatioD,  or  a  desire  to  advance  her  own 
mterest,  it  may  have  made.  Hds  might 
make  them  shy  of  entering  into  any  ftrtber 
negociation  with  a  Court^tfiatis  cq>able 
of  treating  them  so  unhandsomdy.  B^ 
sides.  Sir,  a  wise  ministry  will  alwajs 
consider  the  chaiacter  of  the  people  with 
whom  they  treat:  if  the  Spaniards  were 
under  the  same  form  of  jgovemment  with 
ourselves ;  if  they  had  the  same  notions  of 
liberty,  and  the  same  rights  to  secure  it, 
the  motion  would  not  have  been  so  im- 
proper. But  we  are  to  consider,  that  se 
nave  to  do  with  the  most  jealous  peode 
under  the  sun ;  we  have  to  do  with  m 
ministers  of  an  absolute  prince  over  a 
country  where  every  thing  is  transacted 
with  the  utmost  secrecy,  and  who  would 
be  startled  that  any  paper  of  state  shook! 
be  exposed  to  public  view :  this.  Sir,  mi^ 
render,  not  only  Spain,  but  every  Mt«* 
in  Europe,  averse  from  entering  mto  any 
negociation  with  a  people,  woo  cannot 
keep  their  own  secrets,  or  those  (£  their 
neighbours. 

I  shall  now  consider  b  little  how  con- 
sistent such  an  Address  would  be,  widi 
the  regard  and  decency  we  owe  to  his 
Majesty.    Give  me  leave  here  to  obsene, 
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Sff,  that  nothing  can  contribute  more  to 
obtaining  a  definitive  treaty,  on  a  safe  and 
honourable  footing,  than  a  good  corre- 
ipondence  betwixt  his  Majesty  and  his 
Fariiament ;  and  nothing  will  be  a  greater 
encouragement  for  Spam  to  insist  upon 
high  terras,  and  to  be  obstinate  in  her  de- 
mands, than  even  the  appearance  of  cold- 
ness between  them.  Now,  Sir,  if  we 
ihould  resolve  to  address  his  Majesty  for 
these  papers,  before  we  are  sure,  that  he 
will  think  fit  to  comply  with  our  request, 
I  do  not  know  any  measure  we  could 
pursue,  which  might  be  more  detrimental 
to  the  public :  they  who  are  dissatisfied 
with  the  present  happy  establishment, 
imder  the  colour  of  bemg  dissatisfied  with 
the  ministry,  will  take  occasion  to  insi- 
nuate, that  a  difference  has  arisen  betwixt 
his  Majesty  and  the  Parliament :  this  in- 
sinuation will  be  industriously  propagated 
amongst  foreign  courts,  till  this  nation 
dial!  be  in  danger  of  losing  much  of  that 
decisive  weight  which  every  good  subject 
would  wish  she  enjoyed  abroad.  Nothmg, 
Sir,  could  give  foreign  powers  a  fairer  op- 
portunity of  uniting  among  themselves, 
than  this  opinion ;  and  such  an  union  is 
what  Great  Britain  ought  by  all  means  to 
guard  against.  We  should  not  then  have 
to  deal  with  Spain  alone  )  we  should  soon 
see  France  entering  her  claims  likewise :  I 
am  not  sure  but  our  good  allies  the  Dutch 
might  endeavour  to  obtain  some  con- 
cessions to  our  prejudice:  for,  give  me 
leave  to  say,  Sir.  that  the  union  which  has 
always  subsisted  betwixt  our  Court  and 
the  Parliament,  since  the  accession  of  the 
present  illustrious  &mily  to  this  throne, 
nas  been  the  means  of  our  enjoying  many 
advantages  in  commerce,  unrivalled,  and 
Qncompluned  of  by  our  neighbours :  and 
gentlemen  ought  to  be  more  cautious  how 
&ey  give  occasion  for  our  neighbours  so 
much  as  to  suspect  any  difference  betwixt 
his  Majesty  and  Parliament,  when  they  re- 
flect that  there  never  was  a  time  when  any 
difference  happened  betwixt  them,  in  i 
which,  our  neighbours  did  not  do  all  in 
their  power  to  improve  it  to  their*  own  ad- 
vantage. 

I  have  insensibly  fallen  agam  into  the 
consideration  of  foreign  affiurs;  but  every 
domestic  incident  had  such  an  influence 
vpon  our  foreign  situation,  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  separate  the  consideration  of 
one  from  the  otaer.  There  is  indeed  one 
consequence  entirely  domestic,  that  may 
attend  our  agreeing  to  the  present  motion, 
iad  that  is  the  opinion  it  might  give  his 
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Majesty  of  the  wisdom  and  moderation  of 
this  House.  His  Majesty  has  always,  in  ^ 
every  public  transaction  of  his  reign,  con- 
siderea  the  Parliament  as  his  great  coun- 
cil ;  he  has  advised  with  us,  he  has  paid  a 
just  regard  to  our  sentiments,  and  has  in- 
formed us  of  every  material  transaction  of 
his  reign.  Now,  Sir,  if  we  do  not,  on  our  IL 
parts,  answer  those  gracious  dispositions ; 
if  vte  do  not  act  within  our  own  sphere, 
his  Majesty  has  great  reason  to'think^ 
that  we  require  the  deference  and  esteem 
he  has  always  expressed  tor  us  very  un- 
gratefully. He  has  informed  us,  that  a 
Convention  has  been  entered  into  with 
Spain  ;  he  has  told  us,  it  is  a  Convention 
for  settling  all  matters  in  dispute  betwixt 
them  and  us,  in  such  a  numner  as  may. 
for  the  future,  prevent  and  remove  all 
hew  causes  of  complaint.  He  has  like* 
wise  informed  us,  that  the  Convention 
shall  be  laid  before  us.  If  wc  should  agree 
to  the  present  motion.  Sir,  in  what  manner 
shall  we  requite  his  Majesty**  royal  cndea* 
vours  for  the  interests  of  this  nation  i  If^ 
before  we  have  come  to  any  resolution 
about  this  Convention,  before  we  havede* 
liberated  whether  it  is,  or  is  not,  for  the 
advantage  of  the  nation,  we  fall  to  exa- 
mine into  the  papers  and  instructions  that 
have,  in  order  to  bring  it  about,  passed 
betwixt  his  Majesty's  ministers,  and  those 
of  Spain  ?  Nothing,  Sir,  can  be  a  more 
preposterous  way  of  proceeding.  It  is 
telling  his  Majesty,  that  we  won't  regard 
the  merits  of  the  Convention,  by  itself; 
we  will  be  determined  in  the  judgment  we 
shall  form  of  it,  as  we  are  pleased  or  dis- 
pleased with  the  conduct  of  the  ministry 
previous  to  its  being  concluded.  Sir,  give 
me  leave  to  say,  that  when  this  House  de* 
liberates  upon  approving,  or  not  approving 
any  measure,  we  are  to  cqnsider  tnat  mea- 
sure as  it  stands  by  Hself ;  if  we  find  it  iii 
itself  to  be  a  good  measure,  we  are  to  ap- 
prove of  it,  and  we  are  not  to  regard  its 
connection  with  any  other  circumstance; 
if  we  were  to  suppose  that  this  Conven* 
tion,  which  will  be  consicfered  in  a  day  or 
two,  has  been  brought  about  by  the  most 
abandoned  set  of  men  in  the  world ;  yet 
if  we  find  it  to  be  for  the  public  good,  we 
are  not  to  enquire  into,  and  censure  th^ 
means  by  which  it  was  brought  about. 
The  best  and  the  most  reasonable  method 
of  proceeding,  and  the  way  in  which  this 
House  has  always  proceeded  in  such  cases^ 
is  to-  examine  the  measure  itself;  and  if 
it  is  found  to  be  a  destructive  measure, 
let  us  petition  hit  Majesty  to  have  aU  ^tha 
[3  H] 
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papers  relating  to  it  laid  before  us,  that 
we  may  inflict  a  suitable  censure  upon  the 
advisers  and  managers  of  such,  a  st^.: 
.but  if  we  find  it  a  good  measure,  I  do  not 
see  what  we  could  propose  to  ourselves  by 
calling  for  any  papers  previous  to  it :  un- 
,  less  it  were  to  let  nis  Majesty  see,  that  we 
are  resolved  to  fish  for  faults,  and  to  take 
upon  ourselves  a  power  unknown  to  our 
contitution*  I  shall  suppose  that  we  are 
DOW  to  agree  to  this  motion ;  what  might 
be  the  consequence  ?  I  am  afraid  such  as 
would  give  the  crown  no  very  &vourable 
opinion  of  our  prudence  and  candour* 
For  his  Majesty  may  very  justly  conclude^ 
that,  bemg  conscious  we  could  find  no 
fault  with  the  Convention  by  itself,  we 
were  resolved,  rather  than  not  find  fault, 
to  fall  i^on  his  ministers  for  what  they  had 
dione  before  it  was  concluded*  This,  Sir, 
give  me  leave  to  say,  might,  with  very 
good  reason,  be  lookm  imon  by  the  Crown 
as  a  very  great  piece  of  disrespect,  and  be 
lesented  by  a  denial,  which,  I  pm  sure, 
would  be  ver^  disagreeable  to  bis  Majesty, 
^lowever  just  it  womd  be  in  itself* 
.  I  shall  beg  leave  only  to  add  a  very  few 
things  to  what  I  have  alraady  said:  it  has 
idwavs  been  the  rule  of  this  House,  never 
to  call  for  pif>ers  relating  to  a  negociatioa 
while  that  nc^ociation  is  in  dependance.  I 
Icnow  gentlemen  will  coottder  the  conven- 
tioja  asa  negociation  entirely  separate  from 
the  definitive  treaty  thatis  supposed  to  fol- 
low it ;  but  I  must  numbly  differ  from  those 
gentlen^n*  All  preliminariefl^  in  their  owm 
nature,  nave  a  relation  to  the  negodations 
to  which  they  refisr;  and  it  frequently  hap- 
peoi^  that  preliminaries  contam  the  sub- 
atance  of  all  that  follows  after  ;  and  that 
the  subsequent  n^ociations  are  only  to  ex- 
tend the  stipulations  and  give  them  a  more 
fuithentjc  sanction :  though  I  am  not  to 
•appose  that  this  is  the  caae  with  the  con- 
vention, yet  no  gentlemoo,  who  has  looked 
into  it,  but  must  see  that,  though  it  is  not 
a  definitive  treaty,  yet  all  the  material 
poipts^  upon  wliich  a  definitive  treaty  is  to 
proceed,  have  been  adjusted  betwixt  the 
ministers  of  the  two  crowns  by  this  con- 
vention :  therefore  the  instructions  that 
liave  passed  betwixt  our  court  and  that  of 
Spain,  rating  to  the  convention,  may  v^ry 
seasonably  -be  presumed  to  relate  likewise 
to  the  subsequent  definitive  treaty* 

This  bein^  the  case,  by  agreeing  to  die 
present  motion,  we  call  for  peters  rdatinff 
to  a  negociation  still  in  dependance,  and 
thereby  assume  to  ourselves  a  right  by 
mo  meaaa  beloQ^ng  to  this  House.    \Ve 


assume  to  ourselves  a  right  of  directing 
and  of  censuring  the  aonduct  ci  his  Ma^ 
jesty's  ministers  upon  a  measure  that  ii 
not  yet  concluded;  in  short,  we  assume  to 
ourselves  a  risht  that  is  already  lodged  in 
the  royal  handss  in  hands.  Sir,  that  hers 
been  always  so  fiir  from  making  a  bad  use 
of  it,  that  this  Hou^e  has  ^ways  bees 
sharers  in  that  part  of  the  prero§^ive«— 
My  opposition  to  this  motion,  Sir,  must  by 
every  gentleman  who  judges  impartially, 
be  looked  upon  as  proceeding  from  no  cod- 
sdousness  ii  any  thing  amiss  in  the  papers 
to  be  addressed  for  by  this  motion  :  be- 
cause, if  we  should  find  the  Convention  to 
be  a  measura  against  the  honour  and  id- 
tea«st  of  this  nation,  there  is  still  room  for 
us  to  go  into  this  Address. 

Sir  WtBiam  Windham  : 

Sir ;  I  am  sorry  that  I  am  (4>liged  to 
diffiur  frcnn  tl»e  hon*  gentleman  who  uti 
over  against  me,  in  almost  every  prooosi- 
don  he  has  advanced.  I  readily  admit, 
that  to  kjokov  the  proper  boundaries  be- 
tween the  soveceis;n  andthe  parliameot,ii 
a  part  of  knowleqre  very  requisite  for  a 
member  of  this  House;  but  I  think  tha 
constitution  has  pointed  out  those  booiuia- 
ries,  it  has  pomted  them  out  in  plain  aoJ 
intelligiUe  characters,  impossible  to  be 
mistatam  by  any  man  who  doea  not  wilfully 
mistake*  Our  constitution  plainly  prt- 
aumes,  that  in  political  transactions  the  mi- 
nister's condua  alone  is  to  bje  canvassed, 
and  if  any  thing  b  found  amiss,  the-sove- 
reign  is  always  supposed  to  have  beenoiii- 
led  or  misinformed  by  the  minister.  1 
.could  not  help  saying  thus  much.  Sir,  be- 
cause I  have  oliserved  gentlemen,  upoo 
questions  relating  to  papers  pr^oper  to  be 
laid  be&re  this  House,  still  advancing  tbat 
such  motions  tended  to  encrosch  upon 
the  prerogative*  For  my  part  I  know  Da 
prerogative  that  this  motion  can  afiect:  I 
Jmow  no  difficulties  whid^  it  can  lay  m 
under  but  with  regard  to  the  minister,  sod 
I  hope  this  House  will  never  knoir  sbj 
difficulty  upon  this  head. 

The  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last  ap- 
pears to  me  to  have  been  unoer  two  veij 
ereat  mistakes ;  fiist,  in  supposing  that  bn 
Majesty  would  take  it  amiss,  if  we  sbooU 
address  in  the  terms  of*  the  present  motioo ; 
secondly,  in  taking  it  for  granted  tbat  the 
contents  of  any  papers  cannot  be  commu- 
nicated to  this  House  without  their  being 
known  to  all  the  world*  I  am  coovinccn 
that  this  House  never  did,  and  I  hope  it 
never  will,  give  hi^  Miyeaty  ceasoo  to  aus- 
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pecty  that  we  are  cmble  of  pimiihig  any 
vieir  inconsistent  witn  the  respect  we  owe 
to  hioi;  or  with  the  daty  we  owe  to  our 
consthaents.    While  these  are  tiiemaxnnt 

S  which  we  regukte  our  conduct,  his 
ajest J,  ]  dare  say»  would  nerer  take  any 
proceedung  of  ours  amiss ;  because  if  we 
should  ever  address  for  any  thing  that  is 
fanproper  fpr  his  Majesty  to  comply  with, 
he  wul  not  look  upon  it  as  proceeding 
from  want  of  afiectiouy  but  from  want  of 
better  information. 

This  leads  me  to  the  second  mistake  the 
hoD.  gentleman  seems  to  bej  under.    If 
by  agreeing  to   this  motion  we  should 
sddress  for  .papers  unfit  to  be  communi- 
cated to  the  public,  there  is  no  doubt  but 
we  shall  be  informed  from  the  throne,  in  a 
regular  manner,  that  the  contents  of  some 
of  the  papers  we  addressed  for  ou^ht  not  to 
be  divulged.    In  the  mean  time,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  his  Majesty  will  order  those 
proers  that  are  proper  for  our  inspection 
tobe  laid  before  us.    If  it  shall  be  fomidby 
the  House,  that  the  papers  thuscommuni- 
nicated  are  sufficient  for  our  information : 
if  it  shall  be  foupd,  they  are  sufficient  to 
gjye  us  afuU  and  a  clear  detail  of  the  nego- 
ciatioDS  that  hare  preceded  this  convention, 
tbeHe  is  no  occasion  to  trouble  his  Majesty 
tny  ferther.    But  if  these  papers  shouhi 
relate  to  other  napen  without  which  we 
must  be  still  in  the  dark,  there  is  a  method 
by  which  this  House  may  be  informed  of 
aU  that  is  proper  for  them  to  know,  and 
yet  the  ministry  be  in  no  danger  of  harine 
their  secrets  aivulged  to  the  world.    I 
mean  the  method  of  a  secret  committee, 
who  may  be  appointed  to  make  extracts' 
from  these  papers  relating  to  the  oiiair  in 
question,  as  far.  as  shall  be  necessary  for 
the  information  of  this  House.    I  hope, 
Sir,  gentlemen  do  not  suppose  that  the 
breast  of  a  minister  is  the  only  ci^inet 
where  a  secret  of  state  can  be  safely  depo* 
ated.    I  dare  say.  Sir,  every  sentleman 
ef  this  House,  who  shall  have  we  honour  to 
^  of  a  secret  committee,  will  conceal  the 
proceedings  of  that  committee  as  inviolably 
M  any  minister  alive. 

I  tiiink  I  have  already  obviated  the 
nott  materia]  difficulty  that  can  possibly 
>rise  on  this  point  of  secrecy  :  But  Sir,  I 
eenfesB,  diat  I  can  see  no  grotindsfor  sup* 
penng,  that  if  Our  mInSstry  have  honestly 
Booe  their  dutf ,  there  can  be  any  secrets 
to  be  concealed  from  the  public,  or  any 
mcukies  whatsoever.  The  wrongs  that 
^  have  sufl^Bted  from  Spain  were  com- 
^HttediaHiefteeofthesttq.    They  were 


avowed  by  her  ^oteriameitt,  diey  were 
justified  by  her  mmiatfT ;  the  means.  Sir. 
which  we  pursued  to  obtain  justice,  were 
long  concealed  from  the  Icnowledge  of 
the  public  ;  ionger  I  am  afraid  than  was 
strictly  consistent  with  the  interest,  with 
the  honour  of  this  nation  ;  and  the  more 
they  were  concealed,,  the  injuries,  the  in* 
suits  and  barbarities  committed  on  our 
subjecta  grew  the  more  flagnmt;  and  Spain 
by  her  c<mduct  seemed  to  aim  at  nothing 
so  much,  as  to  render  it  impracticable  for 
our  ministry  any  longer  to  stifle  the  just 
complaints  of  our  merdiants.  At  fast. 
Sir,  after  a  long  and  fruitless  expectation 
of  ohtatning  redress  by  means  or  our  mi* 
nisters,  our  merchants  were  oUiged  to 
lay  their  case  before  parliament.  We 
beard  themftilly,  we  heard  them  impar* 
tially ;  and  they  proved  their  alleviations  to 
the  satis&ction,  and  entire  conviction,  <^ 
every  gentleman  in  this  House ;  to  the 
conviction,  I  believe,  of  those  who  had 
the  greatest  reason  to  wish  that  they  had 
not  sticceeded  so  w^  in  their  proof  as  they 
did.  Upon  this  the  House  came  to  cer^ 
tain  resolutions,  very  plain,  very  practh- 
cable  in  their  own  nature,  which  we  then 
understood  were  to  serve  as  a  direction  to 
our  ministrjr  in  the  succeeding  part  oif 
their  negodations.  If  they  mnre  used 
proper  means  for  obtaining  the  concessions 
pomted  out  by  these  resolutions  flrora  the 
court  of  Spain,  if  they  have  unalterably 
pursued  the  scheme  wnich  the  parliament 
laid  down,  where  can  be  the  harm,  where 
the  difficulty,  of  pt^lishmg  their  conduct 
to  the  world  ?  Give  me  leave.  Sir,  to  say, 
that  it  will  be  for  their  interest  that  the 
public  be  informed  of  their  having  acted 
aealously  for  the  rights  of  the  nation.  This 
will  inspire  thesimjects  with  an  alacri* 
ty :  it  will  induce  tKem  to  second  his  Ma- 
jesty's endeavours  with  vigour,  should 
matters  proceed  to  an  open  rupture.  This 
is  an  evident  advantage,  which  both  the 
ministry  and  the  nation  will  gain  ;  and  if 
they  have  acted  in  the  manner  which  I 
hope  they  have,  it  is  impossible  that  there 
can  benny  prudential  considerations  for 
not  agreeinff  to  this  motion. 

When  this  House  came  to  the  resolu* 
tions  which  were  presented  to  his  Majesty 
lastsessicm,  all  the  treaties  in  force  be- 
twixt us  and  Spain,  were  fully  considered 
and  debated.  I  could  have  wished  that 
our  resolutions  had  been  conceived  in 
stronger  terms,  and  that  we  had  been 
more  peremptory  in  our  demands :  But 
the  Dunistry  must  be  acquitted  by  every 
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imp^ial  pian,  if  it  shall  appear  tluit  thej 
have  faithfully  and  zealoudy  confonned 
themselves  to  what  appeared  to  be  the 
sentiments  of  the  majprity  of  this  House. 
Now  as  these  are  no  secrets  £b4he  public* 
I  cannot  conceive  why  any  proceedings 
whatever,  in  consequence  of  tqese  resolu- 
tions, should  be  improper  to  be  commu- 
.nicated  to  this  House.  It  will  sound  very 
JBtrange  to  the  world,  if  tliis  House  should 
refuse  to  call  for  papers,  the  contacts  of 
which  we  have  reason  to  presume  chiefly 
relate  to  a  negociation  that  ought  to  have 
been  carried  on  in  pursuance  of  the  reso- 
lutions of  parliament.  Will  not  this.  Sir, 
^ivea  handle  to  our  enemies^  to  suggest, 
.  that  some  Sfcenes  of  iniquity  may  be  disco- 
,vered  from  these  papers,  and  tliat  his  Ma^ 
jesty's  ministers  nave  had  views  distinct 
irom,  and  inconsistent  with  your  resolu- 
tions. 

I  shall  go  so  far,  as  to  admit  that  these 
views  may  be  more  advantageous  for  the 
good  of  this  nation,  thah  those  that  the 
narliament  then  had  in  view  :  But|;ive  me 
leave  to  observe.  Sir,  thafhowever  speci- 
ous they  may  be,  no  measure  founded 
jthereon  can  be  so  solid,  or  so  efficacious,  as, 
.those  founded  on  the  resolutions  of  this 
House.  All  concessions  tliat  are  obtained 
from  Spain,  if  not  founded  on  the  resolu- 
tions of  parliament,  will  be  no  longer  bind- 
ing upon  her,,  than  she  shall  find  it  her 
interest  not  to  break  them.  This,  Sir,  is 
evident  from  our  past  negociations  with 
that  ,court.  Gentlemen,  I  believe,  will 
have  some  difficulty  to  prove  that  she  has 
observed  one  stipulation  in  any  treaty  we 
have  made  with  her  these  20  years  past. 
What  was  the  reason  of  this  ?  Did  it  not 
proceed  from  her  opinion  that  our  parlia- 
ments would  never  support  the  ministry, 
in  obliging  her  to  an  observance  of  treaties 
concluded  without,  their  advice,  and 
against  the  sense  of  the  nation  ?  This 
gave  tliem  encouragement  tobreak  through 
every  obligation  of  faith  and  honour.  But 
the  present  case  is  quite  otherwise.  The 
parhament  has  laid  down  resolutions, which 
are,  or  ousht  to  be,  guides  to  our  minis- 
try. We  have,  declared,  that  we  will  efr 
fectually  support  his  Majesty  in  obtaining 
redress  from  Spain  on  the  foot  of  these 
resolutions;  tlierefore  give  me  leave  to 
say,  Sir,  that  there  ought  to  have  bqen  no 
negociation  carried  on  with  Spain,  whereof 
these  resolutions  did  not  serve  as  a  foun- 
dation :  and  as  these  are  known  to  all  the 
world,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  any  part 
of  the  negociations  founded  on  them  ought 


to  be  kept  secret,  or  should  be  thoof^ 
unfit  to  be  communicated  to  this  House. 

I  am  sornr  to  hear  the  manner  in  which 
the  court  of  lifodrid  may  resent  our  pro- 
ceedings uived  in  this  House  as  a  reasoa 
why  we  ou^t  not  to  proceed  according  to 
our  known  privileges :  if  ever  one  court 
had  reason  to  o^erve  no  delicacy  with 
another,  and  to  break  through  all  forms  of 
decorum,  we  have  received  provocations 
enough  to  justify  us  in  such  a  b^iaviour 
towards  that  of  Spain.  She  has  violated 
the  law  of  nations  and  her  own  honour; 
she  has  done  viol^ice  even  to  humanity 
Itself,  by  her  outrageous  treatment  of  our 
fellow-subjects ;  and  shall  we.  Sir,  at  this 
time.of  day,  refuse  to  enter  mto  ri|^t  and 
proper  measures  for  our  own  safety,  be- 
cause they  may  be  disagreeable  to  some 
punctilios  of  ttiat  court  ?  but.  Sir,  we  do 
no  more  now  than  we  have  done  in  former 
times,  we  do  no  more  than  we  have  done 
in  almost  every  session  of  this  parliament 
Did  we  not  last  session.  Sir,  address  for 
papers  that  had  passed  between  the  Spanish 
ministers  and  ours?  these  papers  were 
communicated  to  the  House ;  but  I  think 
we  never  beard  that  the  court  of  Spain  re- 
sented it  in  the  manner  the  hon.  gentle- 
man seems  to  insinuate.  The  Convention 
is  a  proof  that  they  have  hot;  aadlcould 
wish  we  had  used  the  privilege  we  enjoy 
of  addressing  his  Majesty  for  papers  that 
have  passed  betwixt  his  ministers  and  those 
of  any  other  court,  oftener  than  we  have 
used  it.  The  nation,  I  am  permiaded, 
would  have  felt  the  good  effects  of  it.  If 
foreign  courts  apprehended,  that  all  the 
transactions  betwixt  us  and  them  were  to 
be  laid  before  this  House,  I  am  apt  to  be- 
lieve, that  they  would  be  much  more  m- 
cere  in  their  protestations,  and  Uiat  they 
would  not  dare  to  trifle  with  this  nation 
in  the  manner  which  some  ^  them  have 
done. 

The  hon.  gentleman  was  afraid,  that  if 
we  should  agree  to  this  motion,  and  the 
papers  were  refused  us,  such  refusal  might 
Deget  a  misunderstanding  betwixt  his  Ma- 
jesty and  the  parliament,  which  might 
eive  other  powers  of  Europe  a  handle  for 
insisting  upon  somewhat  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  our  commerce. 

As  to  the  American  trade,  which  (he 
hon.  gentleman  has  been  plesfied  to  men- 
tion, I  am  sensible  with  how  delicate  a 
hand  that  ought  to  be  touched  upon  by  a 
ministry  treating  with  other  powers.  But, 
Sir,  it  is  certain  that  we  have  just  as  good 
a  right  to  our  share  of  that  trade  as  any 
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leety  that  we  are  cmble  of  pimtihig  any 
iew  inconsistent  witn  the  respect  we  owe 
D  hixn;  or  with  the  duty  we  owe  to  our 
umititaentB.  While  these  are  the  maxims 
fr  which  we  regulate  our  condoct,  his 
UjiBStj,  ]  dare  say,  would  nerer  take  any 
loceeaing  of  ours  amiss;  because  if  we 
kould  ever  address  for  any  thing  that  is 
iproper  for  his  Majesty  to  comply  with^ 
t  will  not  look  upon  it  as  proceeding 
tan  want  of  affection,  but  fVom  want  m 
letter  information. 

This  leads  me  to  the  second  mistake  the 
OD.  gentleman  seems  to  bej  under.  If 
i  agreeing  to  this  motion  we  shoold 
idrcAS  for  .papers  unfit  to  be  communi- 
Ited  to  the  public,  there  is  no  doubt  but 
« shall  be  informed  from  the  throne,  in  a 
WDdar  manner,  that  the  contents  of  some 
fthe  papers  we  addressed  for  ou^ht  not  to 
Idimlffed.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  to  be 
iped  UiBt  his  Majesty  wfil  order  those 
ipers  that  are  proper  for  our  inspection 
|»be  hud  before  us.  If  it  shall  be  foimdby 
le  House,  that  the  pliers  thus  commum- 
leatedare  sufficient  for  our  infotmation : 
Pit  than  be  foupd,  they  are  sufficient  to 
fre  us  a  full  and  a  dear  detail  of  tbe  nego- 
htioDS  that  hare  preceded  this  convoition, 
Im  is  no  occasion  to  trouble  his  Majesty 
iqr  farther.  But  if  these  papers  should 
Ate  to  other  papers  without  which  we 
iRttt  be  atill  in  the  dark,  there  is  a  method 

I  which  this  House  may  be  informed  of 
that  is  proper  for  them  to  know,  and 
let  the  ministiV  be  in  no  danger  of  harine 
hdr  secrets  divulged  to  the  world.  I 
Bsan  the  method  of  a  secret  committee, 
ilio  may  be  appointed  to  make  extracts* 
bm  these  papers  relating  to  the  affair  in 

rtion,  as  far.  as  shall  be  necessary  for 
information  of  this  House.  I  nope, 
Ir,  ^ndemen  do  not  suppose  that  the 
MPtsst  of  a  minister  is  the  only  cabinet 
there  a  secret  of  state  can  be  safely  depo* 
feed.  I  dare  say.  Sir,  every  gentleman 
iflhis  House,  who  shall  have  Oie lionour  to 
te  of  a  secret  committee,  will  conceal  the 
sroeeedings  of  that  committee  as  inviohdUy 
■  any  minister  alive. 

i  tfiink  I  have  already  obviated  die 
Mst  material  difficulty  that  can  possibly 
irise  on  this  point  of  secrecy :  But  Sir,  l 
Bsafess,  that  I  can  see  no  grotindsfor  sup* 

K'  g,  diat  if  ^r  miidstry  have  honestly 
thor  dutf ,  there  can  be  any  secrets 
lo  he  concealed  from  the  public,  or  anj 
Mcukies  whatsoever.  The  wrongs  that 
^  have  sii£(»ed  from  Spain  were  com- 
Hitteiialhefteeofthesttq.    Theyw^e 


avowed  by  ber  ^ernment,  they  were 
justified  by  her  rami^ffT;  the  means.  Sir. 
whidi  we  pursued  to  obtain  justice,  were 
long  concealed  from  the  Icnowledge  of 
the  public  ;  longer  I  am  afraid  than  was 
strictly  consistent  vrith  the  interest,  with 
the  honour  of  this  nation  ;  and  the  more 
they  were  oonoealed„  the  injuries,  the  in- 
sults and  barbarities  committed  on  our 
subiects  grew  the  more  flagrant;  and  Spain 
by  her  conduct  seemed  to  aim  at  nothing 
so  much,  as  to  render  it  impracticable  for 
our  ministiy  any  longer  to  stifle  the  just 
comphants  of  our  merdiants.  At  uut. 
Sir,  after  a  loitf  and  fruitless  expectation 
of  ol^tainbg  redress  by  means  or  our  nu* 
nisters,  our  merebaats  were  obliged  to 
lay  their  case  before  parliament.  We 
Imrd  them  f\illy,  we  heard  them  impar- 
tially ;  and  thef  proved  their  alleviations  to 
the  satis&ction,  and  entire  conviction,  of 
ever]jr  ^ntleman  in  this  House ;  to  tba 
conviction,  I  believe,  of  those  who  had 
the  greatest  reason  to  wish  that  they  had 
not  succeeded  so  wdi  in  their  proof  as  they 
did.  Upon  this  the  House  came  to  cer^ 
tain  resolutions,  very  plam,  Yery  practi- 
cable in  their  own  nature,  which  we  then 
undentood  were  to  serve  as  a  direetion  to 
our  mmistr3r  in  the  succeeding  part  of 
their  negociations.  If  they  have  used 
proper  means  for  obtaining  the  concessions 
pointed  out  by  these  resolutions  AtMn  the 
court  of  Spain,  if  they  have  unalterably 

Eursued  the  scheme  wnich  the  parliament 
lid  down,  where  can  be  the  hhnn,  where 
the  difficulty,  of  pt^lishing  their  conduct 
to  the  world  ?  Qive  me  leave.  Sir,  to  8ay» 
that  it  will  be  for  their  interest  that  the 
public  be  informed  of  their  having  acted 
aealously  for  the  rights  c^the  nation.  This 
'  will  inspire  tiie  subjects  with  an  alacri* 
ty :  it  will  induce  them  to  second  his  Ma- 
jesty's endeayours  with  vigour,  riiould 
matters  proceed  to  an  open  rupture.  This 
is  an  evident  advaatage,  which  both  the 
ministry  and  the  nation  will  gain  ;  and  if 
they  have  acted  in  the  numner  which  I 
hope  they  have,  it  is  impossible  that  there 
can  beany  prudential  considerations  for 
not  Mreein^  to  this  motion. 

When  this  House  came  to  the  resolu- 
tions which  were  presented  to  his  Majesty 
last  session,  all  the  treaties  in  force  be- 
twixt us  and  Spain,  were  fully  considered 
and  debated.  I  could  have  wished  that 
our  resolutions  had  been  conceived  in 
stronger  terms,  and  that  we  had  been 
more  peremptory  in  our  demands :  But 
the  ministry  must  be  acquitted  by  every 
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imp^tial  pian,  if  it  shall  appear  that  th^ 
have .  faithfully  and  zealoiudy  conformed 
themselves  to  what  appeared  to  be  the 
aentimentsof  the  majo.rity  of  this  House. 
Now  as  these  are  no  secrets  £bthe  public, 
I  cannot  conceive  why  any  proceedings 
whatever,  in  consequence  of  tqese  resolu- 
tions, should  be  improper  to  l^e  commu- 
.niqated  to  this  House.  It  will  sound  veiy 
istrange  to  the  world,  if  this  House  should 
refuse  to  call  for  papers,  the  contents  of 
which  we  have  reason  to  presume  chiefly 
relate  to  a  negociation  that  ought  to  have 
been  carried  on  in  pursuance  of  the  reso- 
lutions of  parliament.  Will  not  ti^is.  Sir, 
^ivea  handle  to  our  enemies  to  suffsest, 
.that  some  scenes  of  iniquity  may  be  disco- 
.  yered  from  these  papers,  and  that  his  Mur 
jesty's  ministers  nave  had  views  distmct 
irom,  and  inconsistent  with  your  resolu- 
tions. 

I  shall  go  so  far,  as  to  admit  that  these 
views  may  be  more  advantageous  for  the 
good  of  this  nation,  thah  those  that  the 
uarliament  then  had  in  view  :  Butjgive  me 
leave  to  observe.  Sir,  that'however  speci- 
ous they  may  be,  no  qaeasure  founded 
^hereon  can  be  so  solid,  or  so  efficacious,  as; 
.those  founded  on  the  resolutions  of  this 
House.  All  concessions  diat  are  obtained 
from  Spain,  if  not  founded  on  the  resolu- 
tions ofparliament,willbe  no  longer  bind- 
ing upon  her,,  than  she  shall  find  it  her 
interest  not  to  break  them.  This,  Sir,  is 
evident  from  our  past  negociations  with 
^at  court  Gentlemen,  I  believe,  will 
have  some  difficulty  to  prove  that  she  has 
observed  one  stipulation  in  any  treaty  we 
have  made  with  her  these  20  years  past 
What  was  the  reason  of  this  >  'Did  it  not 
|)r6ceedfrom  her  opinion  that  our  parlia- 
ments would  never  support  the  ministry, 
in  obliging  her  to  an  observance  of  treaties 
concluded  witliout  their  advice,  and 
against  the  sense  of  the  nation  ?  This 
gave  them  encouragement  tobreak  through 
every  obligation  of  faith  and  honour.  But 
the  present  case  k  quite  otherwise.  The 
parliament  has  laid  down  resolutions,  which 
are,  or  ought  to  be,  guides  to  our  minis- 
try. We  have  declared,  that  we  will  efr 
fectually  support  his  Majesty  in  obtaining 
redress  from  Spain  on  the  foot  of  these 
resolutions;  tlierefore  give  me  leave  to 
say,  Sir,  tliat  there  ought  to  have  b^en  no 
negociation  carried  on  with  Spain,  whereof 
these  resolutions  did  not  serve  as  a  foun- 
dation :  and  as  these  are  known  to  all  the 
world,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  any  part 
of  the  negociations  founded  on  Ihem  ought 
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to  be  kept  secret,  or  duiuldbe  thoii^ 
unfit  to  be  communicated  to  this  Homt^ .; 
I  am  sornr  to  hear  the  manner  in  «liifl|| 
the  court  of  Madrid  may  reseot  our  p«ri 
oeedmgs  ursed  in  this  House  as  a  teami 
why  we  ou^t  not  to  proceed  accordiog||{ 
our  known  privileges :  if  ever  one  ooni 
had  reason  to  observe  no  ddicacj  i^ 
another,  and  to  break  throu^  all  f 
decorum,  we  have  received  prov( 
enough  to  justify  us  in  such  a  b 
towards  that  of  Spain.     She  has 
the  law  of  nations  and  her  own 
she  has  done  violence  even  to 
itself,  by  her  outrageous  treatment  of  oj 
fellow-subjects ;  and  shall  we.  Sir,  at  tli 
time.of  day,  refbse  to  enter  into  right  i^ 
prqier  measures  for  our  own  safetj,  h 
cause  they  may  be  disagreeable  to  io« 
punctilios  of  that  court  r    but.  Sir,  wa^ 
no  more  now  than  we  have  dooe  in  Uxm 
times,  we  do  no  more  than  we  have  ia^ 
in  almost  every  session  of  this  parlisocil 
Did  we  not  last  sessicm.  Sir,  addren  M 
papers  that  had  passed  between  the  Spa* 
mmisters  and  ours?    these  papers  m 
communicated  to  tlie  House ;  but  I  th 
we  never  heard  that  the  court  of  Spam 
sented  it  in  the  manner  the  hon.  geqlh 
man  seems  to  insinuate.    The  Convcatii 
is  a  proof  that  they  have  hot ;  and  I 


wish  we  had  used  the  privilege  we  sail 
of  addressing  his  Majptjr  for  papers  ui 
have  passed  betwixt  his  ministers  and  dm 
of  any  other  court,  oftener  than  we  Im 
used  iL  The  nation,  I  am  persaadi 
would  have  felt  the  good  effiscts  of  it.  ^ 
foreign  courts  apprehended,  that  all  t 
transactions  betwixt  us  and  them  were 
be  laid  before  this  House,  I  am  apt  toi 
lieve,  that  they  would  be  much  more  a 
cere  in  their  protestations,  and  that  ik^ 
would  not  dare  to  trifle  with  this  i 
in  the  manner  which  some  of  them  hst 
done. 

The  hon.  gentleman  was  afraid,  iiAi 
we  should  agree  to  this  motion,  ai '  * 
papers  were  refused  us,  such  refusal 
beget  a  misunderstanding  betwixt  his 
jesty  and   the  parliament,  which 
p:ive  other  powers  of  Europe  a  handle 
insisting  upon  somewhat  to  the  disadn»- 
tage  of  our  commerce. 

As  to  the  American  trade,  which  Ai 
hon.  gentleman  has  been  pleased  to  mm> 
tion,  I  am  sensible  with  bow  delicate* 
hand  that  ought  to  be  touched  upoo  bjM 
ministry  treating  wiA  other  powen:  AHy 
Sir,  it  is  certain  that  we  have  just  as  g«4 
a  right  to  our  share  of  that  trade  as  aif 


I9J       Papen  relating  io  the  Comentum  fioM  ^tii.        A.  D.  17S9i 


[9M 


ow  mof  ed  to  be  addreaed  for*  For  my 
wn  party  I  will  take  them  upon  no  man'* 
epresentatiott ;  they  who  may  be  most  pro- 
er  to  represent  them  to  the  Hou8e»  are 
xiown  to  oe  too  strongly  interested  in  the 
it&of  the  question  about  this  Convention, 
i'heywhoare  not  interested,  cannot  re? 
ireseot  them  to  the  House,  because  they 
re  not  in  the  secret  of  affiurs.  How  then, 
iir,  are  we  to  receive  right  information  ? 
re  are  to  receive  it  from  the  very  papers, 
rhich  we  have  reason  to  believe  were 
eooed  with  no  design  of  imposinff  on  thb 
[ouse.  This,  I  own.  Sir,  is  we  only 
lethod  by  which  the  objections  I  have  al- 
i$dj  formed  in  my  mind  against  this  Con- 
ention  can  be  removed* 
1  $hall  only  trouble  the  House  with  a 
rord  or  two  more,  with  regard  to  the  in- 
eceocy  of  our  addressing  tor  papers  that 
ekte  to  a  negociation  not  yet  finished. 
IiIr  is  an  argument,  that  I  own  has  had 
f  late  ^at  weight  with  this  House ;  and 
do  believe  that  formerly  it  was  not  very 
«ial  to  address  for  such  papers,  But  I 
lust  at  the  same  tjme  observe,  that  for* 
oerly  our  negociations  were  quite  of  a 
i^rent  kind  from  what  they  seem  now, 
)ur  forefathers  acted  with  resolution; 
k^  acted  with  prudence ;  they  did  not 
ufler  themselves  to  be  deceived  by  the 
>utirard  protestations,  or  undermined  by 
he  secret  treachery  of  their  enemies; 
herefore  the  first  notice  which  tlie  public 
OQunoDly  had  of  a  negociation,  was  by  its 
•elDff  notified  to  the  ptmiament  that  it  was 
»)cluded :  so  that  it  was  almost  impossi* 
*Ie  for  them  to  call  for  any  papers  reuiting 
f^  a  negociation  that  was  depending.  But 
re,  Sir,  have  got  into  a  new  method  of 
reaty-making ;  we  are  always  negotiating, 
)ut  wf  never  conclude.  We  liave  been 
igociatiog  with  Spain  these  twenty  years, 
rithout  majciiig  one  definitive  treatjr,  tibat 
las  not  been  broken  before  the  parliament 
ould  have  an  opportunity  of  calling  for 
ny  papers  rHating  to  it.  For  the  breach 
bat  foiloH'ed  (such  was  our  policy)  always 
:ave  rise  to  new  negociatbns,  which  were 
et  on  foot  before  the  next  meeting  of  par* 
iament;  then.  Sir,  when  we  cdled  for 
•apers  relating  to  the  former  negociation, 
I  e  were  told  that  these  papers  related  to 
he  negociatimi  in  dependence,  and  that 
hereforo  they  were  very  unfit  to  be  com- 
municated to  the  House;  his  Majesty 
rould  take  it  amisa;  and  the  Spaniards 
rould  be  displeased.  This,  Sir,  I  take  to 
>e  the  very  case  now.  The  trAty  of  Se» 
iiie,  thou^  called  «  defioitiyt  treaty,  was 


indeed  as  properly  a  prdiminary  treaty  am 
the  Convention;  for  the  most  material 
points,  that  tlien  created  the  dififemce  be* 
twixt  us,  were  left  to  the  decision  of  oar 
commissaries,  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
are  now  left  to  plenipotentiaries.  The  sti* 
pulations  in  the  treaty  of  Seville,  being 
either  violated  or  not  fulfilled  by  the  Sp». 
nlards,  gave  rise  to  a  new  negociation, 
which  produced  the  Convention;  and  tb# 
Convention  itself  is  but  a  preliminary  to  • 
negociation,  which  negociation  may  con* 
tinue  heaven  knows  how  long.  Thus,  Sir^ 
it  is  evident,  that,  in  the  hon.  gentleman's 
sense  of  the  words,  this  House  has  not 
been  able  for  these  ten  years  past,  to  call 
for  any  papers  rehtting  to  Spain,  thai 
might  not  be  said  to  re^rd  a  negoctalioD 
not  yet  concluded. 

But,  Sir,  I  must  beg  leave  to  trouble  tha 
House  with  one  reason  more  why  I  am  for 
the  present  motion.  If  we  may  pve  any 
creoit  to  our  public  news*pqpers,  and  to 
common  report,  our  ministers  have  met 
with  great  difficulties  in  dbtaiaing  from 
Spain  ^en  this  Convention,  poor  as  it 
seems  to  be ;  nay,  if  some  pecple  ai«  not 
very  much  misintbrmed,  we  could  have  had 
better  terms  from  Spain  eight  years  ago, 
than  we  have  ^ot  b^  tois  Convention.  Now, 
Sir,  what  indignation  must  it  raise  in  the 
breast  of  every  considering  man,  who  re- 
flects that  our  vast  preparations  and  ex* 
pencea  have  had  no  efiect  but  to  our  own 
detrunentl  To  what  can  this  be  attributed? 
it  must  be  to  one  of  two  causes :  the  first 
is,  that  it  is  possible  Spain  may  have  so 
thorough  a  contempt  of  us,  as  to  id!  us, 
that  if  we  will  be  but  peac^le  and  quiol| 
she  will  do  something  for  ii».^m  puro 
good  will;  but  that  we  ate  to  expect  no 
terms,  except  the  most  dishononraole  and 
disadvantageous,  if  we  should  pretend  to 
do  OBfselyes  justice  by  our  arms.  If  thtl^ 
Sff,  is  the  case,  we  are  in  a  more  miserabia 
situation  than  any  people  under  the  son ; 
because  there  is  no  people,  however  weak, 
whose  resentment  is  not  in  some  degree  or 
other  regarded,  even  by  powers  vastly' sy- 
perior  to  themselves.  But  it  would  seem 
that  we  are  reduced  to  so  despicable  k  8i« 
tuation,  that,  though  we  are  in  a  oondition 
to  do  ourselves  justice,  and  though  we  nay 
be  at  an  immense  expence  in  putting  our* 
selves  in  that  condition,  yet  our  anemias 
know  so  well  that  we  dare  not  make  use  of 
our  power,  that  the^  despise  and  msult  ua 
for  making  such  vam  prmparatioas.  Thia 
is  a  very  smgulaf^  and  I  believe  an  uapa* 
ralldad^ 
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But  this  bcjbumour  of  Spain  ini3r  be  at- 
tributed to  another  cause ;  it  may  proceed 
from  our  ministry  being  so  earnest  to  ob- 
tain some  treaty  or  other,  that  rather  than 
want  one,  they  were  willinff  to  take  up 
with  the  very  worst  that  coukl  be  offered ; 
that  when  the  parliament  met,  they  might 
isay  something  had  been  done  in  conse- 
quence of  the  vast  expences  we  had  been 
at.  But,  Sir,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to 
know  any  thing  certainly  of  this  a&ir  with- 
out agreeing  to  the  present  motion,  which 
I  heartily  give  my  voice  for. 

Sir  fVibiam  Yonge  t 

Sir ;  I  wish  with  all  my  heart  that  gen- 
tlemen would  confine  themselves  to  the 
subject  of  the  debate :  I  am  sure  it  would 
save  a  great  deal  of  time  and  trouble  to 
themselves  and  others.  We  have  been 
told.  Sir,  that  the  reason  why  we  ought  to 
agree  to  this  motion,  is  because  we  md  not 
bring,  the  coiurt  of  Spain  to  agree  to  a  de- 
finitive instead  of  a  preliminary  treaty; 
though  ^ntlemen  have  not  been  so  kind 
as  to  eive  the.  House  any  reasons  why 
this  preliminary  may  not  answer  all  the  ends 
we  could  have  proposed  by  a  definitive 
treaty. 

But  we  are  told  that  the  resolutions  we 
came  to  last  session  ought  to  have  directed 
our  ministers  in  insisting  upon  a  definitive 
trea^,  or  they  ought  not  to  have  treated 
at  all.  This,  Sir,  I  can  by  no  means  agree 
to.  We  dKl  not  mean  by  these  resolu- 
tions, to  tie  the  ministry  down  to  enter 
into  an  inunediate  war;  they  were  in- 
tended, as  the  hon.  gentleman  well  ob- 
serves, to  serve  as  a  direction  to  the  minis- 
try in  the  succeeding  part  of  their  ne^o- 
i;iation :  but  how  does  it  appear  to  him, 
tliat  they  have  not  i  We  have,  says  he,  got 
a  preliminary  treaty  instead  of  a  definitive 
one*  Give  me  leave  to  ask  that  gentle- 
man, Sir,  if  there  was  any  thing  in  these 
resolutions  that  tied  our  ministry's  hands 
firom  making  a  preliminary  treaty  till  such 
time  as  a  definitive  one  could  be  drawn 
up?  If  there  is  not,  wherein  are  our  mi- 
ilisters  to  blame,  if  Uiey  have  concluded  a 
preliminary  treaty,  in  which  a  strict  re- 
gard has  been  had  to  the  resolutions  of 
Parliament?.  If  the  situation  of  affiurs 
betwixt  Spain  and  us  absolutely  required 
that  we  should  accept  of  this  preliminair 
treaty,  can  the  hon.  gentleman  pretend, 
that  the  ends  for  whicn  we  came  to.  the 
resolutions  he  has  mentioned,  have  not 
been  answered  ?  But,  says  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman, why  was  tbi|  a  prelifflinaiy  treaty. 


andnotad^nitiveoiie?  Didwenotfiir- 
nish  money  enough  ?  Have  we  not  fitted 
out  fleets  strong  enough  to  oblige  ^uaa 
to  accept  of  our  own  terms  ?  I  thbk.  Sir, 
that  this  ol^ection  admits  of  a  very  pbin 
answer.  Tne  resolutions  of  a  House  of 
Parliamentand  itsproceedings,are  founded 
on  the  interests  or  the  nation,  as  thej  ap- 
pear fi'om  her  laws,  her  constitutioD,  and 
ner  treaties  with  other  powers :  but  mi- 
nisters. Sir,  have  a  harder  task ;  they  are 
tied  down  to  the  resolutions  of  Parliamect, 
and  at  the  same  time  they  are  obli^  to 
consider  how  far  the  mterest  oi  tbeir 
Prince  may  be  afiected  by  other  dream- 
stances,  which  the  Parliament,  let  the> 
intentions  be  never  so  upright,  and  tbeir 
discernment  never  so  just,  can  havcDoop 
portunity  of  knowing.  These  circDiD- 
stances,*  Sir,  mayde^ndon  the  chaac- 
ters  of  tliose  with  whom  they  are  to  oego- 
ciate,  and  the  dispositions  that  are  madett 
other  courts  for  entering  into  or  strength- 
ening alliances.  They  may  depend  od  ic- 
trigucs,  which  they  who  are  at  a  great  dis- 
tance can  have  no  notion  of,  and  to  whicl? 
perhaps  a  little  must  be  yielded  in  order  td 
gain  a  great  deal.  For  these  reasons  it 
would  be  the  most  absurd  thing  in  the 
world  in  us  to  find  fault  with  our  mini^tea 
for  any  measure  thev  shaU  enter  into,  un- 
less we  are  absolutely  sure  that  thej  had 
none  of  the  difficulties  I  have  mentioned  to 
encounter  with.  'Tis  likewise  for  this  res- 
son  that  our  constitution  has  vested  thf 
crown  with  the  prerogative  of  maldre 
peace  or  war ;  b^^use  it  never  can  tf 
presumed  that  we,  who  are  confined  to  ae 
island,  who  can  know  nothing  but  froio 
hearsav,  whose  deliberations  are  so  do«, 
and  whose  public  capacity  determines  d 
a  certain  period,  can  be  thoroughly  in- 
structed in  every  particular  that  may  mak^ 
more  vigorous  or  more  peaceful  measure 
necessary.  But,  Sir,  snould  this  Hoo.^ 
always  assume  to  itself,  without  having  re- 
gard to  any  of  these  considerations,  a 
power  of  censuring  the  measures  of  tU 
ministry,  for  not  acting  strictly  up  to  wkt 
they  conceive  would  have  been  proptr; 
should  we  on  all  occasions  prescribe  nilei 
to  the  ministry  in  what  manner  their  ue- 
gociations  are  to  be  carried  on,  and  on 
what  terms  they,  are  to  insist ;  I  tbioic  H 
would  be  very  hard  to  point  out  wherein 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown  in  making 
peace  or  war  consists. 

I  hope.  Sir,  I  shall  not  be  mistaken,  as 
if  I  meant  that  we  are  never  to  oftr  our 
advice  to  his  Miyesty,  and  that  we  are  ts 


993]       PapenrdaHngto  ike  Conceniion  uM  Spam.       A.  D.  178f. 


[SM 


irmk  at  every  thing  the  minifltry  shall  do. 

I  think  the  ffreatness  of  a  king  of  Britain 
depends  on  his  always  acting  in  concur- 
rence with  parliament^  and  that  the  safety 
of  this  nation  consists  in  our  having  it  al- 
ways in  our  power  to  censure  the  conduct 
of  wicked  ministers.  But»  at  the' same 
time,  Sir,  we  are  not  to  prescribe  the 
manner  in  which  his  Majesty  is  to  act,  nor, 
under  the  pretence  of  calling  wicked  mi- 
nisters to  account,  are  we  to  persecute  or 
oppress  good  ones.  But,  says,  the  hon. 
gentleman,  if  our  ministers  had  real  diffi- 
culties to  struggle  with,  if  they  met  with 
unreasonable  opposition,  why  <^ht  this  to 
be concealedfrodD Parliament?  l^is House 
can  make  allowances  for  that;  we  will  even 
applaud  them,  if  they  have  de&terously 
turmounted  thode  obstacles;  and  there- 
fore these  papers  ought  to  be  laid  before 
vSf  that  we  ma^  know  the  true  state  of  the 
whole  afiair.  Sir,  I  mm  of  opinion,  that  be- 
fore there  is  occasion  to  call  for  any  papers 
whatsoever  relating  to  this  negociation,  we 
ooght  to  consider  if  the  prelimmary  treaty 
which  has  bees  concluded,  is,  or  is  not  a 
proper  measure  in  itself:  if  we  find  that  it 
15  a  proper  measure,  if  we  find  that  it  an- 
swers all  the  intentions  of  the  resolutions 
we  presented  to  his  Majesty  last  session, 
where  is  the  nece^ty,  where  is  the  expe- 
diency of  calling  for  any  papers  at  all  i  If 
on  the  other  hand,  it  should  be  found  a  de- 
itructive  measure,  we  are  at  liberty  to  do 
as  we  shall  think  expedient ;  and  his  Ma- 
jesty will  doubtless  have  a  great  regard  to 
our  sentiments  and  representations. 

I  cannot  help  observing.  Sir,  that  had 
the  convention  been  a  definitive  instead 
of  a  preliminary  treaty,  the  honourable 
gentleman,  according  to  his  own  way  of 
arguing,  woidd  have  nad  no  pretence  for 
agreeing  to  the  present  motion.  Had  it 
been  a  definitive  treaty,  the  question  then, 
it  seems,  would  have  been  upon  the  pierits 
of  the  treaty  itself;  but  as  it  is  a  prelimi- 
nary one,  the  question  now  is  not  about 
tt^  merits  of  the  treaty,  but  upon  those 
tteps  that  were  taken  previous  to  it.  I 
am  not  inclined  to  anticipate  the  debate 
upon  the  Convention,  by  pointing  out  the 
small  difference  that  is  betwixt  it  and  a 
definitive  treaty:  grve  me  leave  to  say. 
Sir,  that  the  foundation  that  is  therein  laid 
ibr  a  definitive  treaty,  is  entirely  agreeable 
to  the  resolutions  of  this  House ;  and  I 
dare  venture  tosaytthat  when  it  shall 
come  to  be  comddered,  gentlemen  will 
think  it  the  best  measure  that  could  have 
been  pursued  in  our  present  circumstances. 

[VOUX.] 


But,  says  the  hon.  gentleman,  why  may 
we  not  appoint  a  committee  of  secrecy 
for  perusing  the  papers  to  be  addressed 
for,  who  shall  make  such  extracts  iVom 
them  as  are  proper  for  the  information  of 
this  House  f  I  am  very  far,  Sir,  fraax 
questioning  the  honour  of  any  gentleman 
who  may  be  of  such  a  Committee,  or  from 
thinking  that  they  could  be  capable  of 
making  any  bad  use  of  these  papeis :  but 
I  am  humbly  of  opinion,  thtft  such  an  ex-* 
pedient  would  be  far  from  answering  the 
ends  proposed.  A  committee  of  secrecy 
might  indeed  satisfy  themselves;  but  I 
cannot  see  how  any  information  froB^ 
them  can  be  satbfactory  to  the  rest  of  the 
House.  The  honourable  gentleman  him- 
self says,  that  he  can  form  a  right  judg- 
ment of  the  Convention  no  other  way  thao 
bj  seeing  and  perusing  these  papers ;  but. 
Sir,  if  he  himself  were  not  of  that  com- 
mittee, he  must  be  satisfied  with  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  so  that  he  can 
have  it  only  at  second-hand.  Besides, 
there  may  be  such  a  connection  betwixt 
those  matters  that  are  improper  to  be  com- 
municated  to .  the  House,  and  those  that 
are  necessary  for  our  information,  that  th* 
extracts  must  be  mangled,  incoherent,  and 
unintelligible.  For  my  part,  if  an  affair 
happened  where  it  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary that  papers  should  be  communi- 
catedfrom  the  Crown  for  the  better  infor- 
mation of  this  House,  I  should  not  think 
myself  at  liberty  to  form  any  decisive 
judgment  of  that  a&ir  upon  the  report  of 
the  committee,  any  more  than  the  hon» 
gentleman  thinks  himself  at  liberty  to 
form  such  a  judgment  of  the  Convention 
on  the  report  of  the  ministry.  The  reason 
of  this  will  be  evident  to  any  man,  who 
considers  what  a  vast  difference  there  is 
betwixt  the  seeing  things,  of  which  we  ara 
to  be  judges,  with  our  own  eyes,  and  > 
seeing  them  with  the  eyes  of  other  men. 

As  to  our  foreisn  interests,  which  hava 
been  so  much  talxed  of  on  this  occasion ; 
I  think  it  would  be  against  every  maxim 
of  sound  policy,  to  revive  any  manner  of 
difference  that  may  be  betwixt  us  and  any 
of  our  neighbours  at  this  juncture.  I  own. 
Sir,  that  I  am  not  of  opinion,  that  tha 
sooner  we  oblige  France  to  come  to  a  de« 
claratidn  either  one  way  or  other,  tha 
better  for  this  nation.  1  think  that  if  wa 
gave  France  any  handle  to  join  Spain  on 
this  occasion,  it  may  tend  very  much  to 
our  detriment.  Every  gentleman  who 
reflects  how  much  our  trade  was  ruined 
by  the  privat^rs  9f  that  nation  in  the  l^at 
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war,  will  give  Kts  voice  agamstthis  nation 
being  again  exposed  to  the  like  calamitiea, 
'if  we  can  consistently  and  with  our  own 
-honour  avoid  it. 

llie  Ikki.  eentleman.  Sir,  took  iq>  my 
worthy  friend  who  sits  near  me,  for  say- 
'ing,  **  That  we  enjoy  many  branches  oC 
our  commerce  unrivalled^  and   uncom- 

-  plained  oi  by  our  neighbours.'*  Sir,  I 
cannot  help  bemg  of  uiis  opinion,  es]^ 
dally  when  I  consider  the  late  vast  in- 
crease of  our  shipping,  and  extension  of 
our  trade.  These  two  particulars,  Sir,  are 
undeniable,  and  must  De  evident  to  any 

'man,  who  has  lived  long  enough  to  be  able 

•    -to  compare  the  figure  which  the  tradmg 

'part  or  the  nation  made  SO  or  40  years 

-  ago  with  what  it  does  now.  Any  gentle- 
^man.  Sir,  who  can  do  that,  must  be  con- 
'^mced  that  it  would  be  the  height  of  folly 
'in  us  to  endanger  these  advantages  by  a 
"^precipitate  ill-timed  breach  with  any  of 

our  neighbours. 

The  hon.  gentleman  allowB  that  the 
Spanish  West-Indian  trade,  so  fiir  I  pre- 
'Bume,  as  we  are  concerned  in  it,  oiu^m  to 
he  touched   udon  with  a  very  ddicate 
hand;  yet  at  tlie  same  time  he  seems  to 
be  of  opinion,  that  we  ought,  upon  this 
•occasion,  to  inquire  into  the  abuses  that 
may  have  been  introduced  by  other  na- 
tions mto  that  trade.    I  thmk.  Sir,  it 
would  be  eoingmiite  out  of  our  road  if  we 
should  mfuce  the  least  enquiry  of  that  kind. 
^    I  believe,  Sir,  die  great  abuses  committed, 
by  our  merchants  in  the  Spanish  West- 

•  Indies  are  not  unknown  to  many  gentle- 
-men  in  this  House ;  and  that  the  vast  cir- 
culation of  our  own  specie  in  our  colonies 
fai  America,  that  the  vast  plenty  of  bullion 
here,  and  the  ^at  quantities  of  Spanish 

^  money  current  in  our  West-Indies,  are  in 
a  great  measure,  if  not  wholly,  owinff  to 
'the  advantages  which  we  have  reaped  by 
diat  trade,  and  which,  if  we  are  to  be  de- 
termined by  the  words  or  intentions  of 
'  treaties,  may  not  be  strictly  justifiable. 

The  hon.  gentleman's  jedousy  of  the 
French,  and  hb  insinuation  of  their  being 
indulged  in  privileges  that  are  denied  to 
us,  appear  to  me  to  be  very  ill  grounded. 
-If  that  had  been  the  case,  we  must  before 
"BOW  have  heard  of  it  from  our  merchants 

-  trading  in  those  places ;  and  we  must  have 

•  perceived  it  in  ttie  sensible  decay  of  trade 

•  amongst  ourselves.  I  am  afiraid.  Sir,  that 
'  if  we  should  proceed  to  settle  accounts,  as 

the  honourable  gentleman  says  we  ought 
'to  do,  we  should  find  ouiaeives  under  very 
•great  disadvantaget  m  aome  partieaiars. 


ff  all  oar  treaty  of  eornmerce  andntn* 
gation  widi  the  other  powers  of  Europe 
were  to  be  canvassed.  Sir,  I  believe  oyier 
powers  would  have  more  eacroeduiie&u 
to  comphun  o^  and  with  more  justice  too, 
than  we  can.  Evenr  gentleman  in  tfaa 
House,  I  dare  sid^,  knims  very  weB  dnt 
by  the  treaties  betwixt  as  and  ^mud, 
every  diip  of  oun  that  is  found  tiadiog 
with  the  Spniish  West-Indfea  is  confis- 
cable. But  will  any  gentleman^  Sir,  tals 
it  upon  him  to  affirm,  that  our  meidkaoki 
do  not  cany  on  that  trade  in  defiaaoeof 
all  treaties  I  This  is  an  ab«e,  %,  ^ 
not  only  the  Spaniavds  but  the  French  mk 
other  nations  have  a  rigi^  to  camjAm  of: 
for  we  are  tied  down  by  omr  treaties  wiifa 
them,  as  well  as  by  those  with  Spain,  use 
to  attempt  or  carry  on  such  a  trsde. 
Therefore,  Sir,  I  think  it  would  be  vm 
unadviseabie  m  us,  at  this  Juncture,  i 
avmken  any  diflfarenoes  that  nay  be  be* 
twlxt  our  neighbomn  and  us,  aa  die  hoc 
gentleman  advises*  But,  Sir,  this  natim 
has  nothing  to  dread  as  long  as  ttet 
happy  union,  whidi  has  aNmya  subsided 
betwixt  his  Mdestyand  the  ftiiiimnt 
still  continues :  lor  thoi^  I  am  pemad«d 
that  his  Majestr  will  never  encourage  am 
unjust  encroachments  in  h»  auhjects  <m 
diose  of  any  other  >power,  yet  vre  mtj  be 
very  well  assured,  while  such  a  unisi 
subisists,  no  other  will  dare  to  make  tur 
such  encroadiments  upon  us. 

The  hon.  gentleman  himself  aBowi^ 
ihat-it  never  was  thecustom  of  tins  Hoaa 
to  call  for  papers  relating  to  a  negociatiaD 
not  concluded ;  yet  he  seemed  to  be  soh 
nrized  how  any  body  could  thhik  tikat  ba 
majes^  would  iadce  our  agreeing  to  dn 
motion  amiss.  In  the  mean  time,  &,  b0 
did  not  think  fit  to  give  uaany  reason  «bj 
the  papeia  now  moved  to  be  addreascd  for, 
ou^ht  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  pqwrs  iv- 
latm^ to anegociation stul in  dependiDce. 
If,  Sir,  we  are  to-look  upon  them  as  sodi, 
is  there  the  least  doubt  that  his  Mi^ 
will  have  very  good  reason  for  taking  o^ 
proceeding  in  tiiis  manner  anuss  ? 

It  is  true»  Sir,  tiiat  d^er  the  trea^  tf 
Seville  was  concluded,  the  papers  remsf 
to  that  treaty  were  laid  befbrethis  Hook; 
but  I  am  far  firora  thinking  that  tiial  tnatf 
was  but  a  preliminary  one.  The  stipula- 
tions contamed  in  it  appear  to  be  fiiH,  ex- 
press, and  definitive.  Some  poiotB,  ia* 
deed,  were  left  to  be  adjusted  by  cominii- 
saries,  but  these  were  nr  from  being  die 
material  pomts  of  difierence  betwixt  us 
and  Spain  at  tha^time.    Theyrdat^Mi 
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to  national,  Iml  private  propert  j ;  thare- 
ibre  that  trea^  can  sever  .Be  brought  in 
as  a  pandU  with  the  Conveptioo,  which 
iofiffaaitrelateato  j^rate  property,  ia 
definitive;  though  ao  &r  aa  it  relatea  to 
natianal  property,  it  ia  preliminaiy.  Hia 
Majesty,  who  ia  the  guardian  of  our  na^ 
tiooal  property,  haa  thought  fit  to  refer 
the  pointo  r^ating  to  our  commeree  to  a 
fiitore  negodation;  and  ahatt  we  ao  fiur 
expreas  our  diatruat  of  hia  royal  isten- 
tions,  aa,  in  a  manner,  to  take  the  nego- 
datiana  out  of  hia  handa?  Shall  we  aet  a 
areoedent  which  in  future  timeamay  be  ao 
far  abuaed  aa  to  depriTe  hia  aucceaaora  of 
the  fiureat  jewel  et  their  pverogatiTe,  that 
of  nuikiii^  y^itice  or  war,  ind^candent  of 
aDTother  branch  of  the  tegiakture  ? 

The  hon.gentleman,  who  apoke^bat,  aaid 
ftat  we  never  jret  had  been  wanting  in  our 
Ntuma  of  gratnode  to  hia  Majeaty  for  the 
Ngard  he  haa  exprcaacd  towaida  ua.  I 
kope,  Sir,  we  never  ahall  be  wantmg  in 
Mdiretuma:  ifwe  are,  we  ahall  be  want- 
ing to  ouwcivea;  but  unleaa  it  can  be 
proved  to  the  Houae,  either  that  the 
Men,  now  moved  to  be  addreaaed  ibr, 
00  not  rdate  to  a  negodation  adll  in  de- 
pendance,  or  tfiat  it  haa  been  uaual  for 
this  Houae,  to  addreaa  forpnpera  relating 
to  such  a  negodation,  I  moat  be  of  opinion 
that  hia  Maje^  will  have  reaaon  not  to 
think  it  a  grateful  return,  ahould  we  agree 
to  the  preaent  motion,  but  to  look  imon  it 
laamark  of  our  diatroatmg  not  on^  hia 
ninistry'a  but  hia  own  intentiona. 

If  we  have  atraagltoied  hia  Majeaty'a 
banda,  Sir,  it  »  only  in  order  to  aecure 
Mvownpropertf  t  ir  we  have  been  at  any 
Rtraordmary  expenoe,  it  ia  in  order  to 
eve  a  much  greater  ezpence  to  the  nation. 
Had  thia  Houae  alwnya  acted  in  the  aame 
nanner,  had  the  parluanent  ahroya  given 
^  prince,  when  they  had  no  reaaon  to 
thmk  be  would  makee  bad  uae  of  it,  auf- 
icient  power  to  make  our  enemiea  hearken 
toreaaon,  the  mat  waate  ofbloodand  trea* 
ure  ezpendea  in  the  late  war  might  have 
)een  prevented.  To  what  waa  the  bad 
ittcceaa  of  all  the  meaaurea  of  king  Wil- 
iam  attributed,  hot  to  the  unreaaonaUe 
ealouay  which  a  party  entertained  of  hia 
uid  hia  miniatry'a  intentiona  }  If  he  aet  a 
legociation  on  foot,  if  he  enteied  into 
neaaorea  that  tended  viaibly  to  advance 
ihe  common  intereat,  he  immediately  met 
rith  oppoaitaon,  the  meaaurea  were  di- 
vulged to  the  enemy,  and  himaelf  diaabled 
n>m  reaping  advantaoe  from  the  beat  and 
QoatpuUi&epivitedaonenaa  that  ever  wer^ 


laid  down*  And  ahall  we.  Striata  juno«b 
ture,  which  requinaa  the  moat  prttdeiHt 
conduct  of  our  government,  to  oppoae 
perhapa  a  more  formidable  power  .tlian  be 
nad  to  grapple  with,  fall  into  the  same  er« 
rora  that  rendered  all  his  endeavoura  in« 
effectual  I  He  had  only  to  do  with  France ; 
ahe  waa  weaker  then  than  ahe  ia  now,  and 
he  waa  atrengthened  with  alliancea  which  it 
ia  impracti<»ble  for  ua  now  to  form.  If 
thia,  ^vtf  ia  rightly  conaidered  by  |;eutle-' 
men,  aa  I  hope  it  will  be,  they  will  find 
that  the  powera  with  which  we  have 
clothed  hia  Majeaty  and  hia  miniatry,  are 
80  far  firom  being  extraordkiary^  that  they 
are  very  moderate,  and  that  if  we  have 
any  thine^  repent  of,  it  ia  our  not  ex« 
tending  &em  farmer. 

I  ahall  now.  Sir,  begleave  to  add  one  or 
two  reaaona  to  thoae  of  my  h<Hi.  friend 
who  apodce  aoainat  the  motion.  The  dan^ 
oera  which  tnia  nation  haa  to  apprehend  ia 
her  preaent  aituation,  are  not  entirely  from, 
abroad.  Theae  dangera,  though  they  are 
indeed  formidable,  would  be  but  incon* 
aiderable,  were  not  our  enemiea  abroad 
aupported  by  a  turbulent,  diaafibcted  fii6« 
tion  at  home.  A  government,  in  auch  a 
aituation  aa  our  ffovemment  ia  now  in, 
wonkl  be  juatified  by  noaterity,  if  they^ 
made  aome  atretchea  or  power  notatrictr 
ly  agreeable  to  law:  amce  their  ene« 
miea  coBunit  ao  many  abuaea  of  liberty^ 
which  are  ao  abadutely  deatructive  of  iSk 
aubordination  and  duty.  But  notwithi 
atanding  the  difficultiea  thia  govemmeni 
haa  to  encounter,  the  miniatry  may^k 
peal  to  their  moat  inveterate  enemiea,  if. 
thev  have  ever  yet  made  any  auch  atretchf 
if  they  have  ever  yet  taken  any  meaauret 
that  are  not  atricUy  agreeable  to  thei^i* 
rit  of  the  conatitution. 

Thia  ia  what  I  believe  no  former  miaia« 
try,  under  the  like  diacouragementa,  could 
boaatof.  But,  Sir,  I. think,  in  the  mean 
time,  that  hia  Majeaty'a  miniatera  would 
be  very  much  wanting  in  their  duty,  both 
to  thdr  prince  and  country,  if  they  ahouM 
not  oppoae  every  atep  tibat  may  give  theur 
enemiea  an  advantage  to  their  prejudices 
The  animoeitiea  in  thia  nation  are  now 
raiaed  to  ao  great  a  height,  that  a  certain 
faction  amongat  ua  wiH  join  with  any  ene» 
mica,  provided  they  could  gratify  therebw 
thdr  unjuat  and  invincSile  hatred  towaioa 
hia  Majeaty'a  miniatera*  I  am  apt  to  be* 
lieve,  that  the  faction  among  ouraehrca 
would  be  the  firat  to  oir  out  againat  ua  for 
hiying  all  theaecreta  or  a  depending  nego- 
dation open  to  owfiwe^enemiepb  wM 
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at  the  same  tune  Ihey  perhm  are  concert- 
ing schemes,  from  the  ducorery  th^ 
.  thereby  make,  for  the  defltraction  of  their 
coudtry.  This  is  bo  new  game  of  that 
faction ;  we  have  known  them  before  this 
railing  at  a  ministry  for  giving  advantages 
to  tlieir  foreign  enemies,  while  in  the  mean 
time  they  were  entering  into  plots  and 
conspiracies  .with  that  very  enemy,  in 
«rder  to  improve  these  advantages*  For 
these  reasons.  Sir,  lam  against  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Sandyt  ;♦ 

Sir ;  as  his  Majesty,  in  his  speech  from 
the  throne,  acquainted  us,  that  the  treaty 
er  convention  lately^conduded  with  Spain, 
would  be  laid  before  us  in  this  session  of 
parh'ament ;  and  as  we  must  presume,  that 
when  it  is  laid  before  us  and  tsucen  into  con- 
sideration, some  sort  of  proposition  ormo- 
tion  will  be  made,  either  for  approving  or 
disapproving  of  that  treaty :  we  ought 
therefore  to  have  every  thmg  laid.before 
us  that  may  any  way  relate  to  it,  or  to  the 
long  negociation  that  was  carried  on  for 
bringing  it  about.  When  I  say  so.  Sir,  I 
do  not  mean  that  we  are  either  to  approve 
or  disapprove  of  any  thing  that  has  been 
done  by  his  Majesty.  In  all  such  cases 
we  are  to  look  upon  what  has  been  done, 
as  done  by  his-  Majesty's  ministers,  and 
their  doings  we  may  censure,  we  may 
condemn,  we  have  often  too  good  reason 
to  condemn.  What  may  be  the  fate  of 
this  Convention,  or  what  fate  it  may  de- 
serve to  meet  with  in  this  House,  I  shall 
{K)t  now  pretend  to  determine  ;  but  that 
we  may  neither  justify  nor  condemn,  ap- 
plaud nor  censure,  without  a  good  reason, 
I  think  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to 
know  how  matters  stand,  at  present,  be- 
tween us  and  Spain  ;  what  are  the  chief 
causes  of  the  disputes  that  have  so  long 
subsisted  between  the  two  nations  :  and 
what  measures  have  been  taken  for  clear- 
ing i^,  or  putting  an  end  to  those  dis« 
piites. 

.1  am  surprised  any  gentleman  can  think, 
that  we  can  know  any  thing  of  the  conven- 
iion  that  is  to  be  laid  before  us,  or  of  the 
negociation  that  has  been  carried  on  for 
bringing  it  about,  without  setoff  the  me- 
morials and  representations  that  nave  been 
made  to  the  king  of  Spain,  or  his  ministers, 
rdating  to  the  Spanish  Depredations.  I 
hope,  that  on  our  part  at  least,  there*  are 
»  t  ■         1^11         ■■II. 

*  Tbs  remainder  cf  this  Debate  is  taken 
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no  secrets  between  oar  mtwistffs  and  the 
court  of  Spain,  but  what  may  be  dhndgcd 
to  this  House*  or  even  to  the  whole  nation ; 
I  hope  the  memoiials  and  fepresentati<ntt 
drawn  up.and  sent  to  Spain  by  our  minis- 
ters contain  nothing  but  a  plain  repre> 
sentatton  of  our  rights,  and  of  the  injuries  \ 
we  have  suffered,  and  an  honest,  though 
preremptory  demand  of  satia&ction,  repa- 
ration, and  security.    If  this  be  the  case, 
kjring  them  before  this  House  can  be  at- 
tended with  no  bad  coDseqiaenoe:  itcsa 
no  way  interrupt  the  negociations,  nor  caa 
it  bring  a  censure  upon  any  man  that  was 
concerned  in  drawing  them  up.    If  I  had 
moved  for  the  memorials,  representatjons 
or  answers,  that  had  been  delivered  to  hi» 
Majesty,  or  any  of  his  ministers,  in  the 
name,  and  by  the  orderoftheking  of  Spain, 
it  might  perhiqw  have  been  sai(C  that  laj- 
ing  such  papers  before  this  House  would 
interrupt  the  course,  and  might  prefect 
the  effect  of  our  peaceable  negociatioDs; 
because  the  court  of  Spain  inight  from 
thence  draw  pretence,  for  refusiDg  to  car- 
respond  or  treat  any  longer  with*  those, 
who  could  conceal  nothing  that  was  wrou 
or  said  to  them.    Though  I  am  of  <^iimoo, 
that  we  ought,  upon  this  occasion,  to  see 
even  these  memorials,  represeqIatioDS,  or 
answers,  yet  I  purposely  avoided  indudisg 
them  in  my  motion,  thiut  there  might  be  no 
pretence  for  making  an  objection  against  iu 
It  is  not  so  much  as  pretended.  Sir,  that 
the  treaty  or  Convention  to  be  kid  h^fut 
us  is  a  definitive  treaty.    His  Mi^esty,  in 
his  speech  from  the  throne,  has  tdd  us, 
that  it  is  not  a  definitive  treaty :  he  hai 
told  us,  that  those  grievances  and  abuaei, 
which  have  hitherto  interrupted  our  com- 
merce and  navigation  in  the  American 
seas,  and  all  other  disputes  between  the 
two  nations,  except  that  of  reparation  to 
our  fellow-subjects  for  their  losses,  remsia 
yet  to  be  reeolated  and  settled  by  plenip^ 
tentiaries.    I  wish  the  only  article  that  is 
settled,  may  not  appear  to  have  been  let- 
tied  to  our  disadvantage.    But  this  is  not 
the  only  thing  that  we  are  to  enquire  into, 
when  we  come  to  examine  this  Conveo- 
tion.    If  the  court  of  Spain  appeared  to  be 
in  an  humour  to  give  us  full  satisfkctioo, 
with  respect  to  all  the  other  matters  which 
they  have  been  allowed  of  late  years  to  dis- 
pute with  us,  our  agreemg  to  such  a  preli- 
minary Convention,  and  even  our  yielding 
a  little  with  respect  to  the  article  that  is 
settled,  may  perhnps  be  justified:  but  it| 
on  the  contrary,  the  court  of  %Mun  ap- 
peared to  be  in  no  humour  to  |^  us  • 
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proper  satiflfrctiaii,  with  respect  to  aay  one 
of  uie  matters  now  in  dispute  between  us, 
coiuideriog  the  danger  our  trade  and  na« 
ngation  lies  exposed  to  by  the  unjust,  and 
bitfaerto  unheard  of  daim  they  hare  set  up 
of  searching  otir  ships  in  the  open  seas,  it 
iras  ridiculous  in  us  to  agree  to  any  preli- 
ninarieS)  without  having  that  point  first 
lettled  tooor  satis&ctiony  and  sttli  more 
ridiculoos  to  actf^t  of  any  partial  renara^ 
tioD  for  the  losses  our  mercnants  and  sea^ 
men  have  already  sustained  by  their  depre- 
iatioDs.  Therefore,  when  we  come  to  exa- 
nioe  into  this  Convention,  the  chief  point 
that  will  come  under  our  consideration 
oust  be,  to  know  what  humour  the  court 
of  Spain  seems  to  be  in,  and  what  we  may 
ixpect  by  the  delay  which  this  preliminary 
Convention  must  occasion ;  and  1  should 
^  glad  to  know,  how  we  can  form  any 
jod^nt  as  td  this  point,  withoutseeing  at 
least  those  memoriaia  and  representations, 
vhich  our  ministers  have  thought  fit  to 
nake  to  the  king  of  Spain  and  his  minis- 
ters ;  for,  from  what  his  Majesty  has  told 
as  of  the  Convention,  I  am  sure  we  canform 
M>  judgment  as  to  this  point,  from  any  art 
dde  in  the  Convention  itself. 

I  do  not  know.  Sir,  what  some  gentle- 
OBen  may  think  his  Majesty  means  by  or- 
ieriog  the  Convention  to  be  laid  before 
lis.  Perhaps  thev  may  thuik,  that  we 
aught  only  to  reaa  it  over,  and  thereupon 
[msenta  polite  address  in  the  modem  way, 
ipplauding  the  wiBdom  of  his  Majesty's 
neasures,  that  is  to  say,  the  wisdom  of. 
ifaose  who  advised  him  to  take  such  mea^ 
tares.  But,  I  must  think,  his  Majesty  does 
iot  mean  any  such  thing.  He  means,  1 
un  sure,  that  we  should  not  onlv  read  it, 
mt  examine  it  thoroughlv»  and  that,  after 
re  have  examined  the  whole  aflBur  to  the 
Nrtkom,  we  should  give  him  our  honest  and 
kcere  opinion.  This,  I  am  convinced,  h 
vhat  his  Majesty  means  by  ordering  the 
[Convention  to  be  laid  before  us ;  and  this 
ve  cannot  comply  with,  till  at  least  the 
Nipers  now  moved  for  be  laid  before  us ; 
herefore  in  duty  to  his  Majesty,  as  well  as 
mt  of  regard  to  our  own  honour,  we  ought 
0  agree  to  the  motion. 

Sir  Robert  JValpok  : 

Sir;  I  believe  no  gentleman  who  has 
he  honour  to  be  a  member  of  this  House 
supposes*  that  we  are  not  to  examine  into 
he  nature  of  the  Convention  lately  con- 
::luded  with  Spain,  or  that  his  Majesty  m- 
«Dds  we  should  not.  I  am  sure  I  do  not 
luppose  any  audi  thing;  on  the  contrary, 


I  hope,  that  when  it  is  kid  before  us,  w0 
shall  not  only  exaknine  thoroughly  every 
article  of  it,  but  also  that  we  shall  examine 
into  the  present  circumatances  of  a&ira  ' 
both  at  home  and  abroad ;  which  we  must 
do,  before  we  can  form  a  right  judgment 
of  the  Convention  his  Majesty  has  agreed 
to.  When  tlie  several  articles  are  particu- 
larly examined,  and  all  circumstances  duly 
considered,  we  ought  then  to  give  our  most 
sincere  opinion  and  advice  to  his  Majesty ; 
and  from  the  view  I  have  of  our  present 
circumstances,  and  what  I  have  heard  or 
know  of  that  Convention,  I  believe  the 

3>inion  of  this  House  will  be,  that  the  eon^ 
udinff  and  ratifying  the  Convention  was 
one  of  the  wisest  measures  his  Majesty 
could  take ;  and  our  advice,  I  doubt  not, 
will  be,  that  his  Majesty  should  proceed 
upon  the  foundation  laid  by  that  Conven- 
tion, and  endeavour,  by  peaceable  methods 
to  put  an  end,  by  a  ddinitive  treaty,  to  all 
the  dilutes  now  subsisting  between, the 
two  nations. 

I  shall  grant,  Sir,  that  in  order  to  exa« 
mine  thoroughly  into  the  nature  of  the 
Convention,  and  into  the  circumstances  of 
our  affairs  both  at  hmne  and  abroad,  it 
will  be  necessary  for  us,  to  have  a  grent 
many  papers  laid  before  us.  But  in  c^ling 
or  addressing  for  papers  of  any  kind,  we 
ought  at  all  times  to  be  extremely  caa« 
tious,  especiaUy  in  calling  for  papers  re* 
latins  to  any  transaction  which  is  not  then 
finally  conduded.  -The  gentlemen  who 
have  already  spoke  against  this  motion, 
have  said  so  much  with  regard  to  the 
danger  and  inexpediency  of  it  at  this  time, 
that  I  have  notning  to  add  on  that  head. 
Only,  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  advance  one  ge- 
neral observation  upon  what  they  have 
said,  and  that  is,  that  when  we  find  our- 
selves obliged  to  take  an  affiiur  into  our 
consideration,  before  it  is  brought  to  a  final 
conclusion,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  bad 
policy  in  this  House,  to  lay  it  dolhi  as  an 
established  maxim,  never  to  address  for 
any  papers  upon  such  occasions,  but  to 
leave  it  entirely  to  his  Maiesty,  to  order 
such  papers  to  be  laid  before  us,  as  he 
might  tnink  necessary  for  giving  us  a  pro- 
per light  into  the  a&ir,  and  such  as  he 
knew  might  be  safely. communicated. 

To  apply  what  I  have  said  to  the  case 
now  berore  us ;  it  must  be  allowed.  Sir, 
that  the  Convention  lately  conduded  with 
Spain,  relates  to  an  affiur  not  yet  finally 
ended.  It  relates  to  an  affiiir  now  under 
n^^ociation  between  the  two  courts ;  for, 
I  shall  readily  agr^i  diat  the  artides  of 
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Ae  GaDventbii  can  at  iMst  beeaBed  Imt 
n  sort  of  preliininary  artideB,  which  are  to 
be  furdier  explained  and  perfected  by  a 
definitive  tratty;  aAd  if  a  satigfkctory 
treatv  maybe  obtained  by  peaceable  means, 
tnd  m  consequence  of  these  preliminary 
articles,  which  no  man  can  say  isimpossi* 
ble,  it  would  be  wrong  in  us  to  do  any 
'  ffafng,  or  to  call  for  any  paper,  which  by 
being  made  pubHc,  might  disappoint  so 
good- an  eSecU  Now,  as  this  Convention 
was,  as  every  preliminary  agreement  must 
be,  preceded  by  a  negociadon,  some  things 
■lay  have  passed  during  that  negociation, 
which  the  court  of  Spain  would  not  desire 
to  be  made  public,  and  would  even  look 
on  it  as  a  high  affiront,  in  case  they  should 
be  made  public.  We  know  how  jealous 
princes  are  even  of  what  is  called  the 
punctilio  of  honour;  and  therefore  we 
must  know,  that  it  is  always  dangerous  to 
publish  the  transactions  et  a  negociation 
tUl  some  time  after  it  has  been  concluded. 
While  such  transactions  remain  secret, 
many  thincs  may  be  said  and  done  by  both 
parties  wimout  much  notice,  which  either 
party  would  thinkhimself  in  honour  obHged 
to  resent  in  the  highest  manner,  in  case 
tiiey  should  be  made  public.  Therefore, 
iHtn  regard  to  those  memorials  and  repre- 
sentations that  have  been  sent  to  the  court 
of  Spain,  and  must  consequently  be  already 
known  to  that  court,  it  would  not,  per- 
haps, at  present,  be  very  prudent  to  pub- 
lish them  ;  because  it  might  alter  the  pre- 
sent good  humour  ^hich  the  court  seems 
to  be  in,  and  mi^ht  render  it  impossible 
for  us  to  obtam  eithei^Batisfaction,  repara- 
tion or  security,  any  other  way  but  by 
force  of  arms. 

I  shall  grant.  Sir,  that  in  order  to  know 
how  matters  stand  at  present  between  us 
and  Spain,  the  causes  of  our  present  dis- 
putes, and  the  measures  his  Majesty  has 
taken  to  put  an  end  to  them,  it  would  be 

t roper  for  us  to  see  all  the  papers  that 
ave  been  mentioned,  and  a  great  many 
more  than  have  been  now  moved  for*  We 
cannot  propose  to  acquire  a  full  and  per- 
fect knowledge  of  these  matters,  and  of 
the  circumstances  of  afiairs  at  home  and 
abroad,  without  having  a  complete  know- 
ledge of  all  the  negociations  that  have 
been  lately  carried  on,  or  are  now  carrying 
on,  not  only  between  us  and  Spain,  but  be- 
tween us  and  every  other  power  in  Eu- 
rope ;  but  this  is  a  knowledge  which  every 
One  must  admit,  his  Majesty  neither  can, 
nor  ought  to  communicate  to  parliament* 
I bave ehewn^that  the  communicating  all 


tftKise  papers  thataveDowmoved  far,  ni^ 
be  of  the  most  dangerouB  oooaei^eBce; 
and'Cven  the  hon.  gentlemaa  himself  vbo 
moved  for  those  paoers,  allowa,  that  ve 
ought  notto desire  all  the  memoriali,  re* 
presratations  and  answers  receifed  from 
theeomrt  of  Spam,  to  be  lakl  before  si; 
because  our  rend^ing  the  contents  <£ 
some  of  them  public,  might  pot  a  stop  to 
our  negociations,  and  luke  tibe  court  of 
Spam  refuse  to  treat  any  kmger  with  us. 
Are  not  we.  Sir,  to  af^urehend  the  same 
consequence,  from  our  rendering  pablk 
the  memorials  and  representations  tbt 
have  been  made  to  the  king  of  Spain,  or 
his  ministers  ^  for  the  memorials  and  re> 
presentations  that  have  been  made  by  w, 
must  relate  to»  and  may  probaUy  recite  a 
great  part,  if  not  the  whole  substance,  of 
those  we  have  recdved. 

M^hat  are  we  then  to  do  in  such  a  cnt, 
Sir  ?  we  cannot  desire  a  ftdl  and  pciiiBct 
knowledge  of  all  such  a&irs.  We  wiit 
content  ouisdves  with  sii^  a  kaemM^ 
as  may  b^  safely  commiaucaled  to  is, 
without  injuring  the  puUic  afiurs  of  the 
nations  and  we  must  leave  it  to  his Mft> 
jesty  to  judffe,  what  may  be  safi^  cemma- 
nicfl^ed.  We  may  depend  upon  hisgosd- 
ness,  and  the  regud  he  has  tor  his  psr&- 
ment,  that  he  will,  upon  this  occssioB, 
communicate  to  us  every  paper  and  entf 
transaction,  relating  to  me  Spanish  depre* 
dations,  that  can  be  safely  conHaaoBicatefl: 
but  his  wisdom,  and  the  r^ard  he  has  for 
the  honour  and  interest  or  his  kingdons, 
must  prevent  his  communicatiag  to  as  say 
thing  that  ought  not,  that  cannot  be  u§Af 
made  pidilic ;  and  we  ou^  not»  by  an  us- 
seasonable  address,  to  raise  a  contest  is  hs 
royal  breast,  between  his  goodness  snd 
wisdom,  or  between  the  regard  be  has  ibr 
his  parliament,  and  the  r^jard  be  has  iff 
the  nonour  and  interest  of  his  kingdonn. 

The  resolutions  we  have  already  com 
to,  I  did  not,  it  is  true,  oppose ;  but  it  wm 
not.  Sir,  because  I  entirely  Bpprand  d 
them.  It  was,  because  I  did  not  see  s&y 
thing  in  them,  but  what  his  Majesty,  I 
thought,  might  comj^y  with :  I  did  sot 
apprehend  that  by  any  of  them,  there  were 
papers  called  for  that  might  not  be  ss^T 
made  public :  but  with  regard  to  the  b^ 
resolution  the  hon.  gentleman  has  bea 
pleased  to  propose,  the  case  is  very  dife- 
ent.  At  first  view  of  it,  I  see,  that  them 
are  papers  called  for,  which  it  may  not  be 
safe  to  make  public :  some  of  those  papent 
I  think,  may  probably  be  such,  as  would 
disclose  the  secrets  <»  our  goviesnmeoc, « 
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dtermpt,  if  not  put  a  fidl  stop  to,  the 
mme  of  our  negociations:  therefore  I 
KBlkMdc  upon  the  addrcMCS  propoied  by 
iBt  resolution,  to  be  of  suco  a  nature, 
bat  diere  is  the  highest  probability  of  his 
lisjcsty's  not  being  able  to  comply  with 
bem;  and  whilst  I  have  the  honour  to 
■ve  k  seat  in  this  House,  I  shall  always 
in  ready  to  give  my  testimony  against  our 
volving  to  desire  any  thing  cf  his  Ma- 
pfiy  by  an  address,  which  I  think  he  can- 
it,  coDsbtently  with  the  honour  of  his 
town,  or  the  interest  of  his  kingdoms, 
kfar  ooniplY  with. 

rFrom  what  I  have  said.  Sir,  I  hope 
Iniy  gentleman  wiU  see,  that  there  is  a 
^  deference  between  the  addreases  we 
Bve  agreed  to,  and  the  address  how  pro- 
IsiecL  By  the  ibmer  we  desire  nothing 
f  his  Majesty,  at  least  so  &r  as  we  can 
HBprefaend,  but  what  he  may  comply 
lUi,  without  divolgm^  the  secrets  of  nis 
Iprerament,  and  runnmg  the  risk  of  de« 
jidiig  those  negociations  he  is  carrying 
1^  for  securing  the  trade  and  navigation 
Hui  kingdoms.  By  the  latter  we  are  to 
libe  of  his  Majesty,  what  I  thmk  I  have 
pwn  he  cannot,  in  all  probability,  safely 
Ipiplywith.  lliis  is  the  proper  distinc- 
ha  between  the  addresses  we  nave  agreed 
1^  mid  the  address  now  propoaed;  and 
Itary  gentleman  that  makes  dus  distinc- 
ha,  nay  easily  see  a  ffood  reason  for  his 
kin^  a  negative  to  we  latter,  notwith- 
padnig  his  having  given  his  assent  to  the 
knaer;  for  all  tlrose  who  think  there  is 

rthing  desired  by  the  address  now  pro- 

which  his  Majesty  cannot  wmSLy 

r  with,  must,  1  think,  in  duty  to  theff 

reign,  give  th^  negative  to  the  ques- 
ts. 

i\  iliall  conclude  with  observing,  Sir,  that 
hrould  be  highly  imprudent  in  us  at  pre- 
Itt,  to  present  any  address  that  hig  Ma- 
Itjrcotud  not  ftilly  comply  with;  for  if 
m^  courts,  and  particuuurly  the  eourt 
r  Spun,  should  be  informed,  that  the 
Mimnenthad  begun  to  present  addresses 
Aich  Ae  king  could  not  comply  with :  if 
^should  hear  that  his  Majesty  had,  in 
he  least  article,  refiised  to  comply  with 
tt  retjnest  of  his  parliament,  Uiey  would 
tttsediatdy  begin,  to  presume,  that  a 
ieadi  was  to  ensue  between  king  and 
Mament :  they  would  then  begin  to  be- 
tiine,that  there  is  some  truth  in  what  they 
itve  80  often  been  told,  by  the  Ubels 
grM  about  this  kmgdom;  that  the  peo^ 
fc  of  this  kingdom  are  a  divided  people ; 
Ht  Aey  are  disafi^cted  to  their  sovereign ; 
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and  that  tiiepaiiiameBt  had  now  b«(gimt0 
do,  wjiat  they  have  <rften  done,  what  I 
hope  they  will  always  do,  whisn  there  is  m 
Hist  occasion,  which  I  am  sure  is'fiur  from 
being  the  4S8e  at  present :  I  mean,  that 
the  parliament  haa  begun  to.  espouse  the 
cause  of  the  pMple  agaiAst  the  lung  and 
his  ministers.  This  presumption,  Sir, 
would  make  not  only  the  comt  of  Spain, 
but  every  court  we  have  any  difference 
with,  less  pliable,  or  more  unreasonable 
than  they  are  at  present ;  and  at  the  same 
time,  it  would  give  the  other  courts  of  £u« 
rope  such  a  contemptible  <minion  of  us,  as 
would  of  course  j^revent  tneir  joining  in 
any  aLSance  with  us ;  by  which.means,  we 
should  render  it  not  ^oaiy  impracticable  to 
obtain  satisfactioiiV  from  the  court  of  Spain 
by  fair  means,  but  impossible  to  obtam  it 
by  force  of  arms ;  anid  as  this  would  be 
one  of  themost  unfortunate  situations  this 
nation  could  be  reduced  to,  I  am  sure 
ev^  gentleman  ^that  has  a  reaard  for  his 
native  countiy,  and  views  tne  question 
now  before  us  in  this  light,  will  jom  witt^ 
me  in  putting  the  negative  upon  it. 

Mr.  PuUeney  : 

Sir;  I  wish  his  Majesty's  nanieweceaot 
wo  much  made  use  of  in  this  House,  as  it 
usually  is.  Some  eentlemen  seem  to  af- 
fect talking  in  his  Ii£ne8ty's  name  of  everjr 
p€d[>lic  measure  that  hiqppens  to  be  men- 
tioned in  this  Houae,  though  they  knoir 
that  when  we  enquire  into  any  pubhc  mea^ 
sure,  or  into  the  management  of  any  pub- 
lic transaction,  we  enquire  into  it,  and  we 
pass  our  judffment  vpon  it,  as  a  thin^  done, 
not  by  his  Mi^es^r,  but  by  his  ministers. 
Therefore,  I  wish  they  woiUd  alter  a  little 
their  manner  of  talking,  and  instead  of  the 
word  Majesty,  make  use  of  the  word  mi> 
nisters,  or  if  they  please,  minister.  If  th^ 
should  say  now,  for  example,  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  that  we  ought  never  to  desire 
any  thmg  of  the  minister,  which  we  think 
he  cannot  safely  comply  with;  it  would  be 
a  more  proper  manner  of  expressing  them^ 
selves,  and  more  conformable  to  the  ndea 
d£  proceeding  in  parliament,  than  to  as^ 
that  we  ought  never  to  desire  any  thmg  of 
his  Majesty,  which  we  think  he  camiot 
'^^j  comply  with;  and  I  must  leave  it  to 
Jemen  to  consider,  what  sort  of  a  pap- 
lentary  maxim  it  would  be  to  resolv^ 
that  when  we  find  ourselves  obli^,^  *^ 
the  unfortunate  etate  the  naUon  is 
makes  it  necessary  fbr  us,  to  take  ani 
into  consideration  before  it  is  finally  \ 
duded,  we  ought  neyer  to  oaU  fm  any 
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mpen  upon  such  an  oocasioiiylmt  to  leare 
It  entirdy  to  the  minister,  to  lay,  or  order 
such  papers  to  be  laid  before  us,  aa  he 
knevr  he  might  aafe^  communicate  to 
thbae  whoae  basineas  it  is  to  enquire  into 
his  conduct  This,  I  confess,  would  be  a 
maxim  extremely  convenient  for  ministers, 
and  therefore  1  am  not  at  all  surprized  to 
hear  it  come  from  the  corner  from  whence 
it  does. 

But,  Sir,  to  be  serious  upon  the  subject 
now  before  us ;  for  considering  the  unfor- 
tunate situation  the  affairs  not  only  of  this 
•nation  but  of  Europe,  are  in  at  present,  it 
18  a  subject  of  as  serious  a  nature,  as  ever 
came  before  a  British  parliament ;  I  must 
observe,  that  when  this  House  resolves  to 
take  any  particular  and  extraordinary  af- 
fair into  consideration,  it  is  impossible  for 
bis  Majesty  to  know  what  papers  or  other 
things  may  be  necessary  for  ^ving  us  a 
proper  light  into  the  albir.  His  ministers 
may  perhaps  know,  but  in  former  ages, 
ministers  have  been  known  to  conceal  in- 
dustriously from  their  sovereign,  many 
things  they  knew ;  and  such  as  they  ought 
in  duty  to  have  acquainted  him  with;  and 
therefore  our  parliaments  never  trusted  to 
the  King's  ministers  for  giving  him  inform- 
ation in  this  particular,  i  They  considered 
themselves  tne  affair  which  was  to  come 
before  them;  they  considered  wliat  papers 
or  other  things,  would  be  necessary  for 
^ving  them  a  proper  light ;  and  if  those 
papers  were  such  as  must  be  communi- 
cated by  the  crown,  they  addressed  his 
Majesty,  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  give 
directions  for  layine»such  or  such  papers 
before  them.  It  is,  therefore  from  the  Ad- 
dresses of  this  House  only,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty can  know  what  papers  may  be  neces- 
sary to  be  laid  before  us  upon  any  such 
occasion ;  and,  when  his  Majesty  sees  what 
we  address  for,  he  may  then  judge,  whe- 
ther the  papers  called  for,  or  any  of  them, 
be  such  as  ought  not  to  be  made  public. 

If  the  hon.  gentleman's  maxim  were  to 
be  admitted  as  an  established  maxim  for 
our  conduct  in  this  House,  we  could  never 
.^ddress  for  papers  relating  to  any  public 
affiur  that  had  been  transacted  withm  the 
.same  century ;  for  there  is  no  public  affair 
l>ut  what  may  probably  have  some  papers 
belonging  to  it  that  ought  not  to  be  made 
t>ublic*  At  this  rate.  Sir,  we  must  always 
leave  it  entirely  to  his  Majesty,  that  is  to 
«ay,  to  his  Majesty's  ministers,  to  lay  no 
papers  before  us  but  such  as  they  think 
4iiay  be  safely  communicated  to  parliament; 
JB  which  case,  every  one  must  is^,  that  we 


could  never  enaiiire  into  the  conduct  of 
any  minister,  while  he  continues  a  &• 
voufike  of  the  crown;  for  no  minister  vbl 
ever  think  it  safe  to  lay  any  paper  be^e 
parliament,  that  may  be  a  f oundatioo  for, 
or  may  any  way  suj^port,  an  accusation 
against  himself;  and,  upon  this  maxim,  be 
would  alw4^s  have  an  excuse  for  not  lay- 
ing such  papers  before  pariiament,byssj* 
ing,  that  they  contain  secrets  relating  to 
some  affiur  in  agitation,  which  must  not  be 
discovered  till  the  afiblr  is  brought  tos 
conclusion. 

This  shews.  Sir,  how  ridiculous  it  would 
be  to  establish  such  a  maxim,  and  tber^ 
fore,  I  hope  we  shall  continue  to  fdlow  tk 
ancient  maxim  of  this  House,  which  ha 
always  been,  to  call  for  all  sudh  papers  u 
we  thought  might  contribute  towards  giv- 
ing us  a  full  and  perfiect  knowledj^  of  the 
amur  we  were  to  enquire  into,  without  re- 
garding whether  or  np  the  papers  ve 
thought  necessary  for  this  purpose  were 
such  as  might  probably  contain  some  se^ 
crets  of  state.  If  any  of  them  are  of  such 
a  nature,  we  may  app<Mnt  a  secret  com- 
mittee for  examining  into  them,  and  ^^ 
porting  such  parts  of  them  as  ive  necessaij 
for  our  information ;  but,  till  his  Majcstr 
has  acquainted  us  that  some  of  them  sn 
of  such  a  nature,  we  have  no  occasioo  fc: 
appointing  such  a  committee.  Hiis  theI^ 
fore  can  be  no  objection  against  our  ad- 
dressing  for*  all  or  any  of  the  papers  nov 
proposed  to  be  addressed  for ;  but,  for  ai 
own  part,  I  cannot  so  much  as  iinague» 
that  there  are  any  important  secrets,  I 
mean  such  as  the  honour  or  interest  of  tin: 
nation  is  concerned  in  keeping ;  I  say,  1 
cannot  imagine,  that  there  are  any  su(^  ia 
our  late  negociations  with  Spain,  or  inao? 
of  our  late  transactions  relatmg  to  the  Sp> 
nish  depredations.  I  am  sure  thejhav« 
made  no  secret  of  the  claims  they  hate 
lately  set  up  agabst  us,  nor  of  the  iosulb 
they  have  put  upon,  us:  On  the  cootian, 
they  seem  to  be  fond  of  publishing  tb^s, 
that  the  world  may  know  how  contempti:- 
ously  they  have  used  us.  I  do  not  bi* 
but  that  there  may  be  some  secrets  (b^ 
ought  to  be  discovered,  secrets,  in  the  dfr 
covering  of  which,  both  the  honour  and  ic- 
terest  of  the  nation  ^may  be  deeply  coc- 
cemed ;  but  this  surety  can  be  no  argu- 
ment against  our  calling  for  papers  by 
which  such  a  discovery  may  oe  made; 
and,  if  any  of  the  papers  now  called  fo: 
can  be  supposed  to  contain  secrets  of  sud 
a  nature,  it  is  a  strong  argument  for  agree- 
ing to  ihe  motion;  for,  without  such  «2 
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Idrtas,  we  can  hardly  expect  to  have 
hh  laid  before  us.- 

Cr  a  presumption,  tiiat  the  papers  to  be 
led  for  were  such  as  ought  not  to  be 
de  publicy  should  be  allowed  to  be  an 
pection  of  any,  weight  against  the  Reso- 
HHis  now  proposed,  it  must  be  allowed, 
f  that  it  was  an  objection  of  equal  weight 
Bost  every  Resolution  we  have  agreed 
If  the  governors  of  our  plantat'toi^,  or 
r  commander  in  chief,  or  captains  of  his 
jesty's  ships  of  war,  had  not  got  a  full 
■ration,  nor  so  much  as  the  promise  of 
bll  reparation,  for  the  losses  our  mer- 
tnts  and  seamen  have  sustained:  If  it 
lold  appear  that  we  have  got  no  security, 
'  so  much  as  the  promise  of  an^  security, 

our  trade  and  navigation  in  time  to 
ae;  it  would  then,  ■Sir,  be  incumbent 
m  us  to  appoint  a  day  for  resolving  into 
Sommittee  to  take  the  state  of  the  na- 
B  into  our  consideration ;  and,  in  that 
e,  I  shall  grant,  that  it  would  be  neces- 
f  for  us  to  address  his  Majesty,  that  he 
bid  be  pleased  to  give  directions  for  lay* 
I  before  a  secret  Committee  to  be  ap- 
lated  for  that  purpose,  a  full  and  exact 
K>ant  of  all  our  late  negociations ;  in 
ler  that  we  might  have  a  full  view  of  the 
cumstances  the  nation  is  in,  not  only 
ii  respect  to  its  domestic  aftairs,  but  also 
th  respect  to  foreign  a&irs.  Without 
A  a  view,  it  would  be  impossible  for  this 
me  to  come  to  any  proper  Resolutions, 
to  give  his  Majesty  any  proper  advice. 
Ibe  nation  has  been  brought  into  such 
ilress,  as  to  be  obliged  to  accept  of  such 
hfaonourableand disadvantageous  treaty, 
Sier  than  attempt  to  vindicate  our  ho- 
jar  and  our  rights  by  force  of  arais,  we 
imot  expect  that  those  who  brought  us 
b  such  distress  will  ever  be  able  to  re- 
be  us.  If  any  relief  be  possible,  it  must 
jme  from  parliament ;  and  it  is  not  the. 
itt  time  the  piarliament  has  relieved  this 
liion  from  the  utmost  distress.  But,  in 
ich  cases,  we  must  have  a  foil  view  of  our 
Bdrs;  we  must  not  shew  such  a  com- 
lUBance  for  our  ministers,  as  to  deny  our- 
lives  any  necessary  information,  for  fear 
^bringing  them  into  difficulties. 

From  what  I  have  said.  Sir,  I  hope  it 
ill  appear,  that  there  is  nothing  in  the 
idress  now  proposed,  but  what  his  Ma- 

ar  mav  comply  with,  but  what  he  cer- 
y  will  comply  with.  If  there  be  any 
( the  papers  now  proposed  to  be  called 
Br,  of  such  a  nature  as  ought  to  be  kept 
xtrapely  secret,  his  Majesty  may  tell  us 
Of  an3  we  may  then  appomt  a  si^cre^  coin- 
[VOLX.] 
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mittee  for  inspecting  them,  aad  reportiiy 
such  parts  of  tljem  as  may  be  safely  com-r 
municated.  lliis  may  perhaps  be  the 
case,  with  regard  to  some  of  the  papers  we 
have  already  resolved  to  address  for :  there 
is  as  great  a  probabili^,  that  this  may  be 
the  case  with  regard  to  some  of  them,  as 
there  is  of  its  beingthe  case  with  regard 
to  some  of  the  papers  now  proposed  to 
be  addressed  for :  out  if  tliere  were  not, 
it  would  be  no  reason  for  our  not  calling 
for  a  sight  of  papers  that  are  absolutely 
necessary  for  our  information,  in  a  -case 
that  is  to  come  before  us,  a  case  in  which 
both  the  honour  and  interest,  I  may  say» 
Uie  very  being  of  this  nation,  make  it  ne- 
cessary for  us  to  be  fully  informed. 

In  all  parliamentary  enquiries,  the  so- 
vereign of  these  kingdoms  can  never  bo 
led  by  motives  founded  upon  the  honour 
of  his  crown,  or  the  interest  of  his  long* 
doms,  to  refuse  his  parliament  any  thing 
thev  think  necessary  for  their  information^ 
with  respect  to  the  affiur  they  have  re**- 
solved  to  enouire  into :  he  may  be  led  so 
to  do,  by  toe  advice  of  bad  ministers, 
who  never  give  him  such'  advice,  but 
for  the  sake  of  screening  themselves  from 
that  national  vengeance  that  is  ready  to  fiiU 
upon  tliem.  £ut  his  present  Majesty  has 
toomuch  wisdom  ana  goodness  to  follow 
any  such  pernicious  advice:  he  knows, 
that  the  following  such  advice,  lias  some-* 
times  proved  msl  even  to  the  crown 
itself;  and  has  never  as  yet,  thank  Godl 
long  preserved  the  guilty  criminal*  His 
Majesty's  goodness  will  in  all  cases  induce 
him  to  give  the  utmost  satisfaction  to  his 
people,  and  from  his  wisdom  we  must  pre^ 
same  he  knows,  that  in  Riving  satisfaction 
to  his  people,  consists  the  security  of  his 
crown  and  the  happiness  of  his  kingdoms^ 

Therefore,  Sir,  what  his  Majesty  may, 
or  may  not  cotaiply  with,  is  a  question  that 
cannot  enter  into  the  present  debate* 
The  only  question  that  can  enter  into 
the  present  debate  is,  what  papers  may, 
or  may  not  be  necessary  for  our  informat 
tion,  with  regard  to  the  afl^r  that  is  soon 
to  come  before  us ;  for  whatever  papers  we 
may  think  necessary  for  that  puvp^Mse,  his 
Majesty  will,  upon  our  request,  signified 
to  hhn  in  the  usual  manner,  certainly 
order  to  be  laid  before  us. 

For  this  reason.  Sir,  the  only  question 
now  under  our  consideration  is.  Whether 
the  papers  now  proposed  to  be  addressed 
for,  are  such  as  are  necessary  for  giving  us 
su^  a  %ht  into  the  present  circumstances 
qf  OQT  ft£^rs»  with  regard  tp  ^paip^  M 

taxi 
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ipoy  caaUi  ns  to  foim  •  ri^  jndgmeot  of 
tb&  CoaTention  thai  ia,  I  hope,  boob  to  be 
Wd  hefoie  U8?  And  with  respect  to  this 
question.  Sir,  the  hooourahle  gentleman 
who  made  the  motbn,  has  fiwy  shewn. 
That  the  papers  oow  fHroposed  to  be  ad- 
draseed  for,  are  not  only  neoessary,  bot 
more  neoessatj  upon  the  present  oocaaion, 
ttian  the  paners  we  hare  already  resdived 
to  address  tor.  Nay,  it  is  a  qaestion  that 
seems  not  to  be  disputed,  even  by  those 
who  have  spoke  against  the  resolutioiia 
aow  pcoMsed;  for  they  have  grounded  the 
lahole  or  their  reasoning  upon  a  supposi- 
tioii,  that  some  of  the  papers  now  pro* 
posed  to  be  addressed  for,  may  be  su«ai  as 
ought  not  to  be  made  pid>lic;  and  as  I 
have  shewn  that  this  can  be  no  ai^nnient 
against  ooraddiessing  iSar  them,  I  am  per- 
suaded  every  gentlemaa  who  has  a  real 
design  that  we  should  examine  thoroi^hly 
into  the  nature  of  the  Convention,  that  is  to 
be  kid  before  us,  or  that  we  should  be  able 
to  fomt  any  judgment  of  it,  wiH  be  as 
ftsady  to  give  his  assent  to  the  rcaolution 
now  proposed,  as  he  vras  to  give  his  assent 
to  those  we  have  already  a^eed  to. 
^  As  there  is  nothins,  Sir,  in  the  lesolu- 
tien  proposed,  but  what  his  Majesty  may 
oaniply  with,  as  there  is  nothing  but  what 
he  will  certainly  comply  with ;  therefore, 
from  our  agreeing  to  the  lesololioii,  so 
foreign  court  can  presume,  that  a  breach 
is  like  to  ensue  between  his  Majesty- and 
his'parhament ;  nor  can  they  from  thence 
.  be  mduced  to  believe^  what  the  honourable 
sentleman  says  has  been  told  them  by  some 
ubels  lately  published  in  this  -kingdom. 
For  my  part,  I  know  of  no  such  libels: 
I  do  not  know  that  it  has  been  amerted 
itt  any  hbel  lately  published,  that  the  peo^ 
pie  of  this  kingaom  are  generallv  dis- 
affiscted  to  his  Majesty  and  his  fianily.-  I 
am  persuaded  no  such  arrosant  He  has 
.been  asserted  in  any  libel  late^  published, 
unless  it  be  in  some  of  those  lately  pub- 
lished in  fiivour  of  keeping  up  numerous 
armies  in  time  of  peace.  But  suppose 
such  a  lie  to  have  been  published  in  some 
such  a  libel,  I  do  not  believe  that  foreign 
courts  are  sudln  minute  politicians  as  to 
build  an^  hopes  imon,  or  g^ive  any  credit 
to  what  IS  assertea  in  suoh  villainous  libels. 
Tliey  build  upon  a  better  foundation,  be- 
cause th^  generally  send  suoh  ministers 
here,  as  can  give  theai  a  true  infoimation 
of  the  dii^MMsition  of  the  people;  and 
from  them  they  know,  tibat  the  people 
are  generally  well  affected  towards  nis 
Majesty  and  his  fimay,  however  mich 


[MB 


they  ns^  be  disBatisfied  wilh  i 
Majesty's  ministers. 

This,  thank  God  I  Sir,  is  as  yet  the  da- 
positkm  of  our  people.  But  if  th^  skoud 
koog  ceotimie  under  Uie  insults  they  hsre 
met  with;  if  th^  should  be  lo^  aaraied 
with  tedious  and  fruitless  negoeiatioDs, « 
dliam  treaties;  if  they  shoidd  find  the  par- 
liament somKurtii^  and  appknding  ssdi 
meafuces,  CM  knows  where  they  may  flj 
for  rslseL  They  nuvf  then,  indeed,'  ht- 
comegeneally  disafiacted,  as  well  as  dis- 
satisfied; and  this  pethiqw  is  what  ane 
£amffk  conrls  are  driving  at;  but  it  is  to 
be  hqped  they  will,  by  the  wisdom  asd  is- 
tegrity  of  tius  House,  be  disappointed  ia 
their  aha.  If  they  are  not,  ^e  mast  per- 
fiect  harmony  between  king  and  panii» 
ment,  would  add  but  littk  weiglit  to  air 
n^godatkms  at  any  foreigh  court;  forite 
upon  the  affisctaons  of  the  people  that  the 
wei^  and  credit  of  our  gonremment  ouat 
always  depend. 

From  hence  we  may  see.  Sir,  that  we 
may  happen  to  be  in  such  carcurostaDces 
that  a  narmoiiy  between  King  and  F^- 
liament  would  be  a  misfortuiie,  instead  of 
being  a  blessing  to  the  nation ;  for,  if  our 
peoj^  should  ever  become  generally  ds* 
satisfied  withanadminiitration,thehappiea 
thine  that  oodd  befall  this  natioR,  would 
be  ue  Parliament's  esponsiog  the  cause 
of  the  people,' not  against  the  King,  bat 
foT  the  King,  and  against  his  ministers: 
for  the  caiate  of  the  King  and  peopiemcst 
Idways  be  the  same  ;  but  that  ca»e  acd 
the  cause  .of  a  minister  may  often  he  dii- 
ferent,  may  sometimes  be  indirect  <^^ 
sition.  •  Therefore,  if  ^this  nation  should 
ever  happen  to  be  so  imlbctmiate  as  to 
be  under  an  administration  gener^lj  dis- 
IRcedby  the  people,  the  wisest  duitf  ti* 
Parliament  could  do,  would  be  to  advise, 
or  even  render  it  neoessary  for  the  Kiog^ 
to  make  athorou^h  change,  as^othe  pff- 
sons   employed    in    the    administrstioo. 
Such  a  breach  as  this  would  be,  upon  sad) 
an  occasion,  the  only  meana*  that  ooold 
eftctimlly  restore,  the  mfluence  and  tkr 
character  of  the  nation,  at  all  for&p 
courts ;  because  they  would  dien  expe^ 
to  see,  in  this  nation,  a  new  set  of  ni- 
nisters,  and  new  measures.    Tliey  would 
expect  to  see  a  ministry  dMscn,  and  lei- 
sures conaerted,  by  the  advice  of  a  £^ 
and  independent  Parliament,  and  vithtbe 
approbation  of  a  brave  and  a  free  people: 
and  from  iuch  a  ministry,  and  aichmefl- 
sures,  thisnation  has  always  reaped  gfcflt 
hoBOQv^  aod-grea^adsaatagei 


I  shall  cottcfiide,  8k^  with  nippoii&g  tfat  I 
front  thatt  can  be  wppoMd  from  ear  agne- 
ing  to  dus  neohitioii:  euppoee  tint  his 
l&jeity  ^ould  be  induced  Dj  bad  oeunael 
to  refuse  so  reatoaable  m  teqoett  of  iat 
Parliament;.  Thi»  indeed,  m  hardly  to  be 
Hipposed;  but  if  it  should  unibitunatelj 
liappen  to  be  the  case,  it  would  be  a  faii 
proof  that  there  are  some  bad  counseUoiv 
ibout  his  Majesty,  and  (his  discovery 
irould  be  a  great  advantage  to  (be  nation ; 
[or  it  would  then  become  our  business  and 
»UT  duty  to  find  out  tiiose  bad  oouaseUovs, 
and  to  remove  them  from  Us  Ma^ea^s 
counsels.  Could  the  removing  of  bad 
ooimseUora  from  sd}oiit  the  peason  of  onr 
King,  any  vray  derogate  from  the  wmcbt 
sr  influence  of  his  negodations  at  foreign 
courts  >  No,  Sir,  it  would  give  great  s»* 
tufaction  to  hie  whole  pe^jile^  and  new 
vigour  to  all  his  counsels,  and  consequently 
would  greatly  add  to  the  wei^  of  hiB  ne> 
godationsat  every  Court  in  Euvope.  80 
taat  in  the  worst  light  in  which  we  ctai 
put  the  <piestion  now  befove  us,  we  must 
^cfw^  thar  onr  agreeing  to  it  is  not  only 
necessary,  but  ttiat  it  will  be  attended 
with  great  odvimtages  to  bis  Mi^sty  in 
ptrticular,  mid  to  the  nation  in  general ; 
snd  as  this  piainl;^  imears  to  be  uie  caaoi 
I  therefore  iiope  it  will  be  agreed  ui: 

Upon  a  diYiwon,  the  queatien  passed  in 
the Aegothre.    Ayes  120,  No^eaSOa 

De^e  in  the  JLotdi  on  IfifMom  Jhr 
Papon  rvhUr^'ia  t/i€  C(i9«nrtt<m  «^A 
Spain,']  Pebi^uyS.  Hie^  JUike  of  Now- 
eastle,  by  hie  M^ty'a  oider^  laid  before 
the  Home  4}(  hotda^  a  p^^'the  Con- 
v^tion  between  Great  Britain  SfiA  Spain, 
concluded  attbe  Fardo,  Jantiary  14,1739. 
^'  S.  with  copies  of  the  twe  aeparate  Ar* 
^eies,  and  his  Mi^ty's  and  the  king  ^ 
ppaia's  ratificaliens,  together  with  ttsen* 
^aIl.of.ljb^«    Wfaei!etq>«n 


Lord  Carteret  stood  op  and  sud 

My  Lq)!^!  ;  I  hope  .four.lordships  wQi 
F>idott  me,  tf  I  shall  preinm^.  to  trouble 
your  lordships,  by  itn^artihg  to  the  House 
"ome  few  httle  senses  I  have,  with  regard 
|«  the  papers  delivered  in  to  ydur  derk 
^  the  Bdjble  tinke*  Yqm  iocdships  ire, 
no  doubt,  sensible  how  much  reason  we 
^  have  tobe  jealoqs  of  every  irtep  that  we 
'^^  take  in  thia  important  effinr ;  you'sre 
fCQsMe  how  nrath  we  have  been  akeady 
impoaed  upon  in  all  our  neg6ci8tio»wilh 
^PS  ana  hew  intent  the  eyee^  all  the 
^^ot^Mtji^on  yesrlofdaliips'  proceeds 
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tnga  on  tfaii  oecasion.  These  considera- 
tions, my  Loads,  will,  I  hope,  serre  to 
excuse  my  diifidence,  especn^y  when  I 
assure  your  lordships  that  I  now  stand  op, 
not  with  any  intention  to  embarrass  tne 
noble  duke,  or  any  of  the  miniatrv,  but 
to  coatrftMitey  aa  much  as  I  possibly  can, 
towards  your  lovMikxi  having  a  clear  and 
disttnot  notion  of  ail  this  ttanaaction. — 
The  noble  duke  hasbeen  nieased  to  inform 
the  Hovse,  that  he  has,  oy  hia  Majesty's 
ordete,  coramumcated  to  your  loraships 
the  CenventioB  between  his  Majesty  and 
Spam,«ogedier  with  the  separate  articles, 
and  the  ratlications ;  and  1  think,  my 
Lords,  we  ought  1^  of  us  to  be  aensible  of 
his  Majest]r*B  great  condescension  in  com- 
mufncating  them  so'  eai4y  in  the  session. 
— But,  my  Lords,  I  have  known,  nHiere  a 
transaction  of  this  kind  has  ht^ypened, 
that  one  of  the  contracting  powers  hsoi 
presented  a  protest,  or  declaration,  im« 
porting,  that  she  acceded  to  auch  or  audi 
a  measure,  only  upon  condition  that  the 
terms  of  that  protest  or  declaration  ^ouM 
be  made  good :  nay,  my  Lords,  I  have 
known  instances  when  "it  has  been  parti- 
cukrly  expressed  in  such  a  protest,  that  if 
the  terms  required  were  not  fulfilled,  the 
whole  prooeeoing  shoidd  be  invalid.  My 
Lifrds,  it  b  with  the  greatest  rductance 
.iniaginfll>le  (fiat  I  presume  to  suggest  that 
thia  possibly  raav  be  the  case  at  present ; 
t  have  too  eped  an  opinion  of  our  mi- 
ntstry'ji  eeaf  and  AiliUes  to  assert  that  it 
is:  but^Ve  melea^eto  aay,  my  Lords, 
that  Spain  has  behaved  mm  so  much  in- 
^ence  and  bjuslioe,  that  we  can  suppose 
nothing  so  insolent  and  unjust  whioi  she 
may  notbe-gaflty  of.  Our  ministers,  my 
Lords,  with  the  purest  intentions  in  the 
world,  may  be  imposed  upon ;  they  may 
not  foresee  the.  consequences  of  such  a 

a;  Mr  Lords,  t  have  known  h  to  have 
very  bad  censequences,  and  therefore 
I  am  the  more  jealous  of  every  transaction 
where  any  suoi  protest  may  take  place. 
My  toy  Lords,  no  such  «tep  has  been  taken 
in  this  transaction,  as  i  atn  very  fox  from 
affirmh)g  that  there  has,  it  ^IH  be  of  the 
gveatest  corise^eAce  to  the  govemment, 
that  those  witnout  doors  be  made  easy 
upon  that  iieaa;  for,  my  Lords,  though  I 
believe  no  ford  here  thiiiks  that  any  such 
measttiie  is  ffone  into,  yet  I. can  assure 
your  lordshifis  that  such  an  opinion,  I 
cannot  cmioeive  how  it  arose,  Is  enter- 
tained withoii(t  -doorsi  It  vrill  likewise  be 
of  the  greatest  eonsequence  to  your  lord- 
riiipa^  in  the  judgment  you  are  to  make 
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upon  this  Convention^  if  you  are  infonned, 
by  authority,  that  no  such  protest,  or  de* 
cmration,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  eziBts* 
For  my  own  part,  my  Lords,  I  fninkly 
own  to  your  lordships,  that  I  am  not  free 
to  give  my  sentiment  on  any  one  part  of 
a  transaction  of  this  kind,  without  seeing 
the  whole  of  the  transaction.  For,  my 
Lords,  the  judgment  which  any  lord  of 
this  House  may  form  of  it  upon  seeiiig 
the  Convention  alone,  may  be  very  lust 
and  rjffht ;  but  if  the  same  lord  considers 
It  as  dogged  with  a  protest  a&cting  the 
whole,  he  voslj  see  very  eood  causes  for 
altering  his  opinion.  So  Uiat,  my  Lords, 
till  su<m  time  as  my  mind  is  free  from  the 
most  distant  suspicion  that  such  a  {>aper 
Ynay  exist,  I  can  neyer  form  a  just  opinion 
iQ]jfsel^  nor  can  I  communicate  to,  or  re- 
ceive from  your  lordships  any  light  that 
may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose.  Your 
lordships  are  the  best  judges  in  wliat 
manner  such  an  information  ought  to  be 
communicated  to  the  House.  What  I 
have  suggested  to  your  lordships,  is,  as  I 
humbly  conceive,  so  reasonable  in  itself, 
that  I  dare  say  the  noble  duke,  and  those 
who  have  had  the  honour  to  be  in  the 
secret  of  this  transaction,  wiU  be  extremely 
^lad  to  have  this  opportunity  of  vindicate 
ing  their  own  characters,  by  letting  this 
House,  and  all  the  world  see,  that  they 
have  entered  into  no  scandalous,  no  dan- 
destine  measures,  and  that,  while  they 
consulted  the  i>eace  of  the  nation;  they 
had  a  regard  to  its  honour  and  interest. 

The  Earl  of  Clwlmoiujkky  : 

My  Lords ;  it  is  with  the  greatest  saCis- 
fiuition  that  I  observe  in  the  nd>le  lord, 
who  spoke  last,  so  muchcapdour,  and  sudi 
'  E  desnre  to  be  impartially  informed  of  this, 
true  state  of  afiairs  betwixt  us  and  Spain- 
tFhe  noble  lotdfs  sentiments  will  have  great 
weight  with  me,  as  I  believe  they  trill  with 
every  lord  m.this  House^  ITie  noble  lord 
has  be^  so  much  engaged  in  foreign  a^ 
fairs,  and  discharged  every  obSmcter  he 
filled  with  %o  much  capacity,  that  he  must 
be  extremely  well  versed  in  things  of  that 
nature.  But,  my  liords,  I  must  beg  leave 
to  put  your  lordships,  and  the  noble  lord,  in 
mind,  that  the  forms  of  this  House  ace  not 
to  be  dispensed  with  on  this,  or  any  other, 
occasion.  Your  Ibrdships,  I  dare  say,  are 
•ufficiently  sensible  how  much  they  con- 
tribute to  the  contiituance  of  our  power ; 
and,  my  Lords,  we  have  as  much  reason  to 
preserve  them  upon  the  present  occasion, 
as  upon  any.  occasion  I  can  recollect  since 


I  have  had  the  honour  to  nt  aBsoog  your 
lordships— If  I  am  so  happy  as  to  appiB* 
bend  the  noble  lord's  meaning  who  CKike 
last,  his  lordship  desires  that  the  iioose 
may  be  infonncn,  if  there  are  any  other 
papers  that  have  been  signed  by  onj  mi- 
nisCers  here,  or  at  the  court  oi  Spain,  re- 
lating to  the  Convention,  besides  mose  de- 
livered to  the  House.  My  Lords,  I  think 
the  noble  lord's  question  extremely  im- 
proper to  be  answered  here.  His  lordsh^ 
cannot  be  properly  informed  but  by  one, 
who  has  the  honour  to  be  of  his  Mafesty'i 
council;  and  we  cannot  suppose  that  suck 
a.  person  will  divulge,  even  to  this  House, 
a  secret  which  perhaps  he  is  sworn  to  con- 
ceal. Your  lordships  may,  indeed,  addresi 
his  Majesty  to  know  if  au  the  papers,  thst 
have  passed  betwixt  us  and  Spain,  are  con* 
prehended  in  those  that  the  noble  duke  hai 
now  delivered  to  the  House;  but,  my 
Lords,  such  an  Address  would  be  quite 
unprecedented,  and,  give  me  leave  to  saj, 
unreasonable ;  for  his  Majesty  would,  n^ 
doubt,  order  the  secretary  to  inform  the 
House  that  they  are  not ;  and  if  your  lord- 
ships should  insist  on  seeing  them  all,  it 
would  occasion  a  very  needless  piece  of 
trouble  and  expence ;  for  they  have  been 
so  many,  that  tiie  very  copying  then 
over  must  emptoy  all>  the  oleika  in  the 
secretaries  office  iof  some  days,  if  not 
weekSb  For  my  own  part,  I  think  I  sm 
able.to  form  a  judgment  of  any  treaty  or 
Convention,  if  that  treaty  or  convention  a 
lakl  before  m^i:  ^  It  is  true,  if  the  terms  d 
it  should  run -so  fkr  as  to  refisrto  a  paper  1 
have  never  seen,  it  is  absolute^,  necessair 
that  I  should  see  tliat  papery  Ibift  if  that  b 
not  tbe.oase,  lam  to  b^  determined  br 
what  I  do  «ee,  and  will  consider  what  is 
laid  before  me  as  the  whole  of  that  transac- 
tion* If,  when  your  lolrdships'  sbatt  cocne 
to  consider  this  Convention,  you  shall  sec 
reasoti  for  suspecting,  any  such  tnaoage- 
ment  as  the  noble. lord  who  spod^e  last  tus 
hintod  at,  I  shall  be  very  ^iiliag'^Co  concur 
.with  every  motion  that  may  abrve  to  give 
your  lotdshipsthe  necessary  informatioD ; 
but  in  the  mean  time  I  shafi  beg  leave  to 
take  it > for  granted,' that  the  papers  nov 
delivered  in,  are  all  that  ace  necessary  for 
my  forming  a  debt  judgmait  of  this  trans- 
action ;  anid  while  I  do  that,  my  presump- 
tion  is  certainly  on  the  most  probable  tkb 
But  were  I  of  any  other  sentiments,  I  do 
not  think  that  what  the  jioUe  lord  luu  let 
fall  ought  to  be  oEuy  reason  why  your  lord- 
ships should  flkpect  any  immediate  and  di* 
rect  an^wet^    If  the  noUe  bird  has  a  mo* 
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m  tomakt,  I  shall  hetr  it  with  great 
mauKf  and  it  ma^  be  now  debated;  but 
■D  Imrnbly  of  opiniouy  that  i£  his  lord- 
jp  does  not  reduce  what  he  has  to  say  to 
iKular  motion^  we  ought  to  proceed  upon 
ibusiness  of  the  dayr 

Lord  Gsff^yvf  • 

My  Lords;  when  I  threw  out  my  distant 
Huses  with  sreat  simplicity  of  hearty  I 
Inot  think  uat  they  woi:dd  have  occa- 
■ed  80  long  an  answer  from  the  noble 
Id  who  spoke  last.  What  fell  from  me, 
jtLords,  was,  as  I  apprehended,  so  eyi- 
Btly  calculatedfor  your  lordships'  better 
Innation  in.this  important  afiBur,  that  I 
loot  think  it  would  have  met  with  the 
Ht  opposition.  But,  my  Lords,  from 
m  tmngs  1  observed  in  the  noble  lord's 
isch  who  spoke  last,  my  suspicions  begin 
»be  a  little  confirmed*  '^be  noble  lord 
flsaied  to  entertain  a  more  fiivourable 
|luon  of  me  than  I  deserve,  but  1  must 
I  his  lordship's  pardon  when  I  say  that 
fhas  misappr^ended  my  meaning*  I 
I.Aot  mean,  my  Lords,  to  make  any 
^OD,  nor  so  much  as  to  start  any  dir- 
pltjr ;  all  I  intended  was  to  give  the 
^  duke  who  delivered  the  papers,  or 
f  other  who  has  the  honour  to  be  in 
U'Miyesty's  councils,  an  opportunity 
I  uodeMiving  the  House  with  regard 
^  report,  that  is  now  very  current 
Hi  ve^  prejudicial  to  his  Majesty's  in- 
jn^.  I  imagined,  my  LiOfds,  that  every 
||^.who  is  a  friend  to  the  ministry,  would 
Irbeea  ^sd  of  such  an  opportunity  to 
■isate  their  integrity,  and  that  the  mi- 
|sfi|  themselves  woukl  have  joyfully  em- 
mdit.  But,  my  Lords,  inst^/>f  that, 
LW^Burpriae,  I  find  it  Qbj[ected,  that 
Mtl  hinted  at  was  tiot  according  to  form, 
^Mhere&re  that  it  ought  to  be  disie^ 
yMU  My  Lords,  I  (ud  not  intend  to 
||psafomial  motion-;  I  thought  it  looked 
^  betfet  not  to  do  it,  because  what  is 
lie  in  consequence  of  a  formal  motion, 
nies.  an  air  of  constraint  idon^  with  it, 
^fajrs  a  minister  under  an  obhgation  to 
ibpn^;  wliereas,  when  he  readily  and 
j^mi^y  takes  the  bint,  and  vincucates  • 
I  own  and  the  nation's  honour,  he  re- 
aves at  once  all  suspicion,  and  leaves  o 
qr  &vourable  impression  of  his  own 
ndaci^— I  am  as  much  for  keeping  to  our 
rms,  my  Lords,  as  the  noble  Imd  who 
ike  last,  or  any  other  lord  in  this  House ; 
It,  my  Lords,  I  am  far  from  thinking 
em,  equally  essentkd  on  all  occasions. 
hsfspiBrs  mat  avenow  commupic^ted  to 
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the  House,  by  the  noble  duke  were  not 
oommunicatea  in  consequence  of  any  ad- 
dress to  his  Majesty,  wad  therefore,  my 
Lords,  the  noble  duke  may  regularly, 
without  waiting  for  any  such  address,  if  his 
grace  pleases,  mform  Uie  House,  if  any  pa* 
pers  relating  to  this  Convention  besides 
those  now  given  in,have  been  subscribed  by 
our  itiinistry,  or  by  that  of  Spain.  I  do  not 
mean,  my  Lords,  those  papers  that  must 
have  necessarily  preceded  the  signing  the 
convention,  but  those  that  may  be  imme- 
diately connected  with  it:  puiers,  my 
Lords,  upon  the  validity  of  which  this 
Convention  is,  perh^s,  to  stand  otfalL  If 
any  such  exist,  I  humbly  presume,  none  of 
your  lordships  can  doubt  of  their  being 
absolutely  necessary  to  be  laid  before  us^-^ 
I  am  very  sensible,  my  Lords,  that  we 
have  no  richt  to  require  the  noble  dvke 
to  give  a  full  and  explicit  answer  to  this ;  ' 
but  if  his  grace  does,  it  will  save  the  House 
a  great  d^  of  time ;  and  1  am  so  much 
convinced  of  his  grace's  honour  and  inte- 
grity, that  I,  and  every  lord,  I  believe,  of 
the  House,  will  be  determined  by  what 
his  grace  shall  say  on  that  head.  As  to 
violating  an  oath  of  secrecy,  my  Lords,  I 
think  there  is  no  danger  of  that ;  for  if 
there  is  any  Paper  sudi  as  I  have  men- 
ticmed^  it  must  be  sooil  known  to  all  the 
world,  and  it  is  already  known  to  a  great 
many*  It  is  no  transaction  of  his  Majesty's 
council,  and  the  ownins  or  disowning  such 
fr  thins  can  never  aroct  his  grace  as  a 
counsellor. 

The  Duke  of  Netccasile  : 

My  Lords ;  your  lordships  must  be  sen- 
sible lyhat.a  hardship  I  am  laid  under  by 
being  obliged  to  spaik  upoD  this  occasion. 
Xhe  noble  lord  who  spoke  last  has  put  it 
upon  me  to  answer  a  question,  wnidi  I 
conceive  the  noble  lord,  as  a  member  ci 
this  House,  has  no  right  to  ask,  and  I,  as  a 
mimster,  am  under  no  obligation  to  an* 
^wer.  I  thoueht  that  what  was  urged  by 
the  noble  lord  who  sits  over-against  me, 
was  sufficient  to  have  prevailed  up<m  the 
noble  lord  who  spoke  last,  to  have  pushed 
this  affiur  no  farther.  I  have,  by  his  Mtf> 
jesty's  order,  laid  before  your  lordships 
the  Convention,  with  its  separate  articles 
and  ratifications.  His  Majesty's  inten- 
tion in  givinj^  these  orders  was,  that  your 
lordships  might  thereby  be  enabled  to 
form  a  right  judgment  of.  this  transaction. 
If  any  other  papers  had  been  requisite  for 
this  puroose,  your  lordships  need  not 
doubt  of  nis  Majesty's  willingness  to  com- 
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■Bunioate  them  to  Ihe  House.  As  no  such, 
ray  Lords,  have  been  commimtcated,  your 
Lordships  may  be  very  well  assured  that 
(hose  BOW  given  in  are  sufficientfor  all  the 
purposes  mentioned  by  the  noUe  lord  who 
spoke  last — But,  my  Lords,  as  the  noble 
lord  seems  to  expect  from  me  some  more 
positive  declaration  as  to  this  matter,  I 
am  very  willing  to  go  as  great  a  length  as 
is  consistent  with  the  character  I  have  the 
honour  to  bear.  And,  my  Lords,  give  me 
leave  to  assure  your  lordships,  that  the 
papers  now  laid  before  you  are  the  only 
papers  that  have  been  subscribed  by  our 
ministers  at  the  court  of  Spain  relating  to 
the  conclusion  of  the  convention.  This, 
my  Lords,  I  take  upon  me  to  affirm  to 
your  lordships,  and  I  hcMpe  thb  answer 
will  be  satisfactory  to  the  House.  If  any 
other  paper  was  signed  by  our  ministeis  on 
that  head,  it  has  not  yet  come  to  my 
knowledge,  nor,  I  believe,  of  any  lord  in 
the  House,  and  I  dare  venture  to  say,  that 
thev  could  not  have  been  so  long  con- 
cealed. 

Lord  Carteret : 

My  Lords;  I  think  the  House  is  very 
mudi  obliged  to  the  noble  duke  who  spoke 
last :  his  grace  knows  too  much  m  this 
transaction  to  be  mistaken ;  and,  for  my 
own  part,  I  have  no  manner  of  doubt,  that 
the  papers  now  given  in  to  the  House  are 
all  tne  papers  that  were  signed  on  the  part 
of  our  ministry.  My  Lords,  I  never 
doubted  of  that;  but  I  wish  the  noiile 
duke  had,  with  the  same  frankness,  de- 
clared if  he  knew  of  any  paper  relating  to, 
and  unmediately  connected  with  this  con- 
vention, that  was  signed  on  the  part  of 
Spain,  and  transmitted  to  our  court  If 
the  noble  duke  wiU  affirm,  that  he  knows 
of  na  such  paper,  my  doubts,  my  Lords, 
are  at  an  end.  But,  my  Lords,  if  his 
ffcace  shall  xaake  any  difficulty  to  do  this, 
I^all  immediately  conclude,  that  some 
feecret  measure,  some  private  transaction, 
not  fit  to  be  communicated  to  the  world, 
nor  laid  before  your  lordships,  has  been  eii- 
ftered  into :  I  shall  conclude,  my  IxMrds, 
dbat  however  solicitous  we  have  been  to 
procure  from  Spcun  this  convention,  yet 
we  could  not  even  have  procured  tlmt, 
had  we  not  made  some  private  concessions, 
tliat  destroy  all  the  seeminj^  advantsjges 
whidi  we  are  to  reap  by  this  convention. 
My  Lords,  I  do  not  Know  what  this  con- 
vention is,  I  have  heard  it  both  blamed 
and  approved:  but  let  its  stipulations  be 
never  so  much  in  oar  finFour^  I^my  Lords, 


will  look  upon  them  as  mete  gnmsoe,  is- 
less  the  whole  «f  the  tnosaction  be  hid 
before  yoor  lordships,    i  shaQ  not  trouble 

four  loidships  any  ftirther  on  thb  heai 
hope  I  have  suffidently  ezphoBcd  to  jour 
lordships  my  meaning ;  but  I  h^ie  ao  lord 
will  be  for  our  entering  into  the  oon&iden- 
tion  of  this  Convention,  before  k  i» 
certainly  iaformed  of  evety  nateria) 
circumstance  that  has  any  rehitioa  to 
it. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  : 

My  Lords;  I  thought  I  had befoe ssf' 
fidently  obviated  all  the  doubte  that  tbe 
noble  lord  entertained  upon  this  oceaaoo. 
I  imagined,  my  Lords,  that  it  was  sa& 
cient  for  the  satisfaction  of  die  House,  if  I 
declared  that  die  papers  given  in,  wieredl 
the  papers  that  have  been  a^ned  by  ooi 
mimsters  at  the  court  of  Spam,  relsUog  t4 
the  condosioB  of  this  tcaaaadion.  I  bc< 
lieve  it  b  pretty  well  underwood,  that  ii 
our  ministers,  either  here  or  at  that  court, 
have  si^ed  no  other  paper^  there  is  m 
other  paper  that  can  afect  thb  Cody en- 
tion.  If,  my  Lords,  no  odier  paper  ca 
affect  thb  Convention,  but  those  nov  de- 
livered in  to  your  lordsb^,  1  humblj 
conceive,  that  your  lordsh^  have  all  ne- 
c^sary  Ughts  towards  judging  ar%bt  d 
thb  transaction. 

Lord  Carteret  : 

My  Lords;  I  should  not  have  ^ 
troubled  your  lord^ipa  opon  dus  snbiHtt 
were  I  notsony  to  find  the^  I  have  bna 
so  unfortunate  as  not  to  explain  nijfi^ 
clearly  enou^  to  be  inteSigflde  to  the 
noble  duke.  A  paper,  my  Lords,  tboogb 
only  signed  by  one  of  the  contacting  par- 
ties, in  a  negodation  of  this  kind,  maf,  io 
certain  cases,  and  attoided  with  certair' 
circumstances,  be  as  binding  ufm  tin 
party  not  aifining,'  as  if  they  had  acMr 
signed  it.  I  do  not  know,  mv  Lords,  i^ 
there  b  any  such  pi^par  ralatuig  totiiu 
Convention  now  existing,  £^  less  (io  i 
know  tn  what  terms  it  b  concerred,  or  a 
wiat  manner  it  was  delivered.  But  ^ 
ther  there  is,  or  b  not,  it  b  oerbiiBlr  ^ 
sonable  that  we  should  be  acqnaintsd  with 
the  import  of  every  paper  cooneeted  wiit 
thb  transaction,  or  that  those  wi^hxf^ 
doors  should  be  made  easy  on  tbitbeaL 
The  doubt  therefore,  which,  with  miail>* 
mission,!  wanttoberasolvedin,  ^^^^^^'^ 
any  paper  idating  to  thb  Coiiventi««<^. 
xieclaimgit  aoid«  if  the  SennB  contsiDedip' 
that  ppper  were  not  complied  with,  wtt»^ 
I  ♦ 
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f  tttne  deHvered  by  the  miiusters  of 
nin  to  those  of  Great  Brit^  > 

the  Duke  of  Neincastk : 

Hj  Lords ;  I  have  nothing  to  add  to 
hat  I  have  ahready  dedared  to  your  h>rd- 
ips,  but  that  there  was,  indeed,  a  paper 
icn  to  our  nunisCers  by  that  of  l^in, 
Itting  to  the  affidrs  of  the  South-Sea 
mpany.  This  pi^er,  my  Lords,  ra- 
tes to  a  private  transaction,  betwixt  the 
aniards  and  that  Company ;  and  I  could 
verhave  imagined  that  it  could  have 
^ted  such  apprehensions  in  any  body, 
Ae  noUe  lord  seems  to  express.  That 
inpany,  my  Lords,  have  many  transac- 
IM  with  the  court  of  Spain,  and  if  some 
iRndcrstandiog  sometfcnes  happens  be- 
iftttbem,  it  is  not  at  all  to  be  wondered 
\  but  we  can  never  suppose  that  their 
imte  transactions,  and  the  concerns  of 
I  nation,  depend  upon  one  another. 
he  ^Danish  mmisters  might,  if  they  had 
httea,  have  sent'  fifty  papers  to  our  mi'- 
Iters  on  that  head,  but  I  never  imagined 
ktany  brd  would  have  thought  it  material 
It  these  papers  should  be  communicated 
^lis  House.  The  paper,  or  protest,  or 
Uaration,  call  it  wkat  you  please,  that 
^tnow  in  question,  passed  tnrough  my 
llids,  and  was  some  days  ago  transmitted 
the  Company.  If  any  of  your  lordships 
^  of  opinion  that  it  should  be  laid  before 
e  House,  I  shall  very  readily  concur 
kh  the  motion.  My  Lords,  I  will  go 
(Aer,  I  will  undertake  to  have  it  deli- 
kM  to  your  lordships,  as  the  papers  now 

I  in  have  been,  without  any  motion 

;  made  for  that  purpose ;  though,  my 
I  do  not  thmk  it  at  all  material, 
'  it  is  laid  before  your  lordships  or 

(*ord  Carteret  : 

^My  Lords;  I  now  stand  up  to  make  a 
ptfon ;  but  I  think  it  very  proper  to  re- 
jro  nw  acknowledgments  to  the  noble 
like,  for  condescending  so  readily  to  an- 

rr  the  doubt  I  had  proposed.  It  was. 
Lords,  with  the  greatest  diffidence  in 
10  world,  that  I  mentioned  it  to  your 
irdfibips ;  and,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  with- 
it  a  secret  satisraction,  that  I  observe, 
li^  was  at  least  a  foundation  for  my  sus- 
Idons.  Therefore,  my  Lords,  as  the 
^fe  duke  has  promised,  that  the  paper 
i^qnestion  shall  be  communicated  to  the 
Ime,  i  humbly  move.  That  the  Con- 
entioii,  together  with  the  separate  Arti- 
hi,  and  the  wreral  ratifications,  con- 


eluded  betwixt  their  Britannic  and  Catbo-« 
Uc  majesties,  may  be  read  on  Tueiday 
next* 

The  Earl  of  Slrqffbrd: 

My  Lords ;  it  is  with  a  kind  of  surprize 
that  1  have  heard  what  passed  betwixt  that 
nobledukeandthenobleiofd  who  spoke  last. 
In  the  mean  time,  it  is  no  hard  matter  to 
foresee,  that  this  Cottvention  must  employ 
a  great  deal  of  oor  time.  The  noble  lord 
who  spoke  last  has  so  penetrating  a  head, 
his  intelligence  is  so  good,  and  he  has  been 
so  long  used  to  affairs  of  this  kind,  that  I 
have  no  doubt  his  lordship  is  already  ac« 
(^uainted  what  the  terras  of  this  convene 
tion  are.  The  noble  duke,  my  Lords,  be- 
sides all  these  advantages,  has  that  of  hav- 
ing actually  seen  this  transaction,  and,  no 
doubt,  has  had  a  great  hand  in  conclud- 
ing it;  so  that  I  do  not  wonder  if  both 
these  noble  lords  are  for  delaying  our. 
reading  it  some  days  longer,  but,  my 
Lords,  as  I  own  my  comprehension  is  but 
very  small,  and  my  curiosity  very  great,  I 
think  we  cannot  do  better  than  to  have  it 
now  read  for  the  first  time,  and  to  delay 
the  second  reading  to  the  day  moved  by 
the  noble' lord.  'Diis,  my  Lords,  in  my 
judgment,  would  have  two  good  effects : 
in  the  first  place,  lords  can  see  what  the 
nature  and  tendency  of  this  Convention 
are,  and  they  who  are  hitherto  unac- 
quainted with  it,  will  have  some  tune  to 
make  reflections  upon  it,  and  will  come 
more  ripe  for  debating  it,  if  there  is  occa- 
sion, on  the  second  and  third  reading.  la^ 
the  next  place,  my  Lords,  no  lord  here 
can  be  imiorant  that  very  odd  things  have 
been  saia,  and,  I  believe,  very  g^oundlesa 
surmises  have  been  spread  abroad,  with, 
regard  to  this  Convention .  These  reports, 
my  Lords,  cannot  fisul  to  have  made  a  coD« 
siderable  impression  on  the  minds  of  manj 
of  his  Majesty's  subjects ;  and  the  longer^ 
my  Lords,  such  impressions  are  suffered 
to  remain,  the  more  difficult  it  is  to  re- 
move them.  Therefore,  my  Lords,  as  I 
believe  the  Convention  will  very  much 
disappoint  the  mean  opinion  the  world  hat. 
now  of  it,  I  think  the  sooner  it  ia  mada 
known  to  the  public,  the  better*  This,. 
my  Lords,  is  my  opinion ;  I  ask  pardon  if 
I  am  in  the  wronff ;  I  do  not  Imow  the 
noble  duke's  or  the  noble  lord's  motives 
for  delaying  the  reading  the  Convention ;, 
I  have  not  me  honour  to  be  in  either  of> 
the  noble  lordp  secrets.  I  speajc  mj  owa 
sentiments ;  I  apeak  after  nobody.  Ad4» 
besides  the  msons,  my  Lurds,  I  hav»: 
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FVen  for  reading  the  ConventioDjust  now, 
have  another,  which  is  the  gratifying  my 
own  curiouty»  which,  I  own  to  your  Tord- 
ihips,  isy  jupon^thb  occasion,  wound  up  to 
a  very  high  pitch. 

This  Motion  was  thought  so  very  rea- 
•onable,  that  the  former  motion  was  re- 
tracted, and  the  Convention  was  read  for 
the  first  time*. 

*  The  following  ars  copies  of  the  said 
Papers : 

Translation  of  the  Convention  between  Great 
Britain  and  Spain. 

•  f*  Whereas  Differences  have  arisen,  of  late 
years,  between  the  two  crowns  of  Great  Britain 
1(0(1  Spain,  on  account  of  the  Tisitiog,  searching, 
*  and  taking  of  vessels,  the  seizing  of  effects,  the 
J'egulating  of  limits,  nnd  other  grievances  al- 
ledged  on  each  side,  as  well  in  the  West*  Indies, 
as  elsewhere ;  which  Differences  are  so  se- 
nous,  and  of  snob  a  nature,  that,  if  care  bc'  not 
taken  to  put  an  entire  stop  to  them  for  the  pre- 
sent, and  to  prevent  them  for  the  future,  they 
might  occasion  an  open  rupture  between  the 
said  crowns :  For  this  reason  his  Majesty  the 
king  of  Great-Britain,  and  his  Majesty  the 
lung  of  Spain,  having  nothing  so  much  at 
heart  as  to  preserve  and  corroborate  the  good 
correspondence  which  basso  happily  subsisted, 
liav^  tbong[ht  proper  to  grant  their  full  powers, 
vuE.  liis  Britannic  Majesty  to  Benjamin  Keene, 
esq.  his  miuister- plenipotentiary  to  his  ea« 
tliolic  majesty,  and  liis  catholic  majesty  to  don 
Sebastian  de  la  Quadra,  knight  of  the  order  of 
St.  James,  counsellor  of  state,  and  first  secretary 
of  state  and  of  the  dispatches  ;  who,  after 
previously  prcddciog  their  full  powers,  having 
conferred  together  have  agreed  upon  the  fol' 
lAwiog  Articles. 

Art.  I. 

.  <<  Whereas  tlTc  ancient  friendship,  so  desira- 
ble and  s«  necessary  for  the  reciprocal  interest 
of  both  nations,  anil  particularly  with  regard 
to  their  commerce,  cannot  be  esUiblished  upon 
a  lasting  foundation,  unless  care  be  taken,  not 
only  to  adjust  and  r^ulate  the  pretensions  for 
reel procal  reparation  of  the  damages  already 
sustained,  but,  above  all,  to  find  out  means  lo 
prevent  the  like  causes  of  complaint  for  the  fu- 
tore,  and  to  remove  absolutely,  and  for  ever, 
every  thing  which  might  give  occasion  thereto'; 
it  is  agreed  to  labour  immediately,  with  all 
imaginable  application  and  diligence,  to  attain 
■0  desirable  an  end ;  and  for  that  purpose  there 
•ball  be  named  on  the  part  of  their  Britannic 
ind  Catholic  majesties  respectively,  immedi- 
ately al^  the  signing  of  the  present  Conven- 
tion, two  ministers- pknipotentiaries,  who  shall 
meet  at  Madrid  within  the  space  of  six  weeks, 
to  be  reckoned  from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications,  there  to  confer,  and  finally  re- 
gulate the  respective  pretensions  of  the  two 


osawns,  as-  weh  with  regard  to  the  trade  and 
■angatvn  in  Amerifi  a£d  Euiop^  and  to  the 


February  22.  This  being  llie  da^  ap- 
pomted by  the  Lords,  for  takbg  theCan- 
vention  into  their  consideration,  before 
their  lordships  entered  upon  that  businea, 
the  duke  of  Newcastle  laid  before  them  i 
copy  qH  the  king  of  Spain's  dedaratioo  r^ 
latm^  to  the  South  Sea  comply,  before 
mentioned ;  which  declaration  being  read 
in  the  House, 

limits  of  Florida  and  of  Carolina,  as  concerniB^ 
other  points,  which  remain  likevi-ise  tobett!- 
justed ;  the  whole  according  to  the  unties  yf 
the  years  1667,  1670, 1713,  1715,  1721, 17:'^, 
and  1729,  including  that  of  the  assiento  of  ik- 
grocs,  and  the  Convention  of  1716 ;  and  it  is 
also  affreed,  that  the  plenipotentiaries  so  namtti. 
shall  begin  their  conferences  six  wedu  afttr 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  sad  iM 
finish  them  within  the  space  of  eight  moothL 

AST.  II. 
"  The  regolation  of  the  limits  of  Fkridaani 
of  Carolina,  which,  aooordiog  to  what  htf' 
been  lately  agreed,  was  to  he  decided  bjr  on- 
missaries  on  each  side,  shall  likewise  be  con* 
roitted  to  the  said  plenipotentiaries,  to  prcciuf 
a  more  solid  and  efiectual  agreement;  2»i 
during  the  time  that  the  discussion  of  that  af- 
fair shall  last,  things  shall  remain  in  the  atorr- 
said  territories  of  Florida  and  of  Carolina,  it 
the  situation  they  are  in  at  present,  nithout 
increasing  the  fortifications  there,  or  taking 
any  new  posts;  and  for  this  purpose,  b» 
Britannic  majesty  and  his  Catholic  roajestr 
shall  cause* the  neqasary  orders  to  be  dis- 
patched immediately  after  the  signing  oTtla 
Convention. 

Art.  III. 

*'  After  having  duly  considered  the  deraaaik 
and  pretensions  of  the  two  crowns^  and  of  tbrir 
respective  subjects,  for  reparation  of  the  da* 
mages  sustained  on  each  side,  and  all  drcooi- 
stances  which  rdate  to  this  important  a&ir; 
it  is  agreed,  that  his  Cutholic  majestv  tb;li 
cause  to  be  paid  to  his  Britannic  majesty,  ^"^ 
sum  of  95,000/.  sterling,  for  a  balance,  which 
has  been  admitted  as  due  to  the  crown  and  tb« 
sul^ects  of  Greai-Britaio,  after  deduciioe 
made  of  the  demands  of  tlie  croira  and 
subjects  of  Spain  ;  to  the  end  that  the  aboTf- 
mentioned  sum,  together  with  the  amoont  d 
what  has  been  acknowledged  on  the  part  oi 
Great  Britain  to  be  due  to  Spain  on  lier  it- 
mands,  may  be  employed  by  ^his  Brita£oi< 
majesty  for  the  satisfaction,  dischafg^,  ^^ 
payment  ctf  the  demands  of  his  snigects  vp<» 
the  crown  of  Spain  ;  it  being  understood 
nevertheless,  that  it  shall  not  be  pretended,  li»t 
this  reciprood  discbaige  extends,  or  rehtes  to 
the  accounts  and  difierences,  which  subsist, 
or  are  to  be  settled  between  the  crown  of  Spain 
and  tlie  Company  of  the  Assiento  of  negroes, 
nor  to  any  particular  or  private  contracts  that 
may  subsist  between  either  of  the  two  erowss, 
or  their  ministers,  with*tlia  auideolB  sf  tin 
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Lord  Batkwtt  stood  up  and  spoke  as 

oWawi : 

Mj  Lords  ;  it  is  with  the  greatest  con- 
cern and  reluctancy  imaginable,  that  I 
ise  up  to  speak  to  your  lordships  on 
bn  occasion;  at  the  same  time  I  can- 


thf  r,  or  between  the  subjects  and  subjects  of 
tch  DutioD  respectively ;  whh  exception  how- 
ver,  of  all  prvtensions  of  this  class  mentiooed 
1  the  plan  presenteci  at  Se?ille,  b^r  the  com- 
nissanes  of  Great- Britain,  and  included  io 
be  account  lately  made  out  at  London,  of  da-' 
nge9  sustained  by  the  subjects  of  the  said 
rowD,  and  especially  the  three  particulars  in- 
erted  in  the  said  plan,  and  makmg  but  one  ar- 
icle  in  the  account,  amounting  to  ^19,519 
iaistm,  3  reals  and  3  quatrils  of  plate ;  and 
ke  subjects  on  each  side  sh^lt  be  entitled,  and 
ball  bare  liberty  to  have  recourse  to  the  laws, 
r  to  take  other  proper  measures,  for  causing 
he  abiif esaid  engagements  to  be  fulfilled,  in 
be  same  manner  as  if  this  Convention  did  not 
int. 

Art.  IV. 

"The  ralue  of  the  ship  called  the  Woolball, 
rfaich  was  taken  and  carried  to  the  port  of 
)an9|H>ch3r  in  the  year  1732,  the  Loyal  Charles, 
he  Dispatch,  the  George,  and  the  Prince 
Filliam,  which  were  carried  to  th^  Havanna 
\  the  year  1737,  and  the  St.  James  to  Porto 
tieo  in  the  same  year,  having  been  included 
1  the  faluation  that  lias  been  made  of  the 
emandsof  the  subjects  of  Great- Britain,  as 
iw  several  others  that  were  taken  before ;    if 

happens,  that,  io  consequence  of  the  orders 
lat  have  been  dispatched  by  the  court  of 
ipaio  for  the  restitotion  of  them,  part,  or  the 
'bole  of.  them  have  been  restored,  the  sums 
I  received  shall  be  deducted  from  the  95,000/. 
terling,  which  is  to  be  poid  by  the  coart  of 
pain,  according  to  w4iat  is  above  stipulated  : 
t  beio(r,  however,  understood,  that' the  pay- 
leot  of  the  95,0002.  sterling  shall  not  be,  tor 
w  reason,  in  any  manner  delayed  ;  saving 
ut  what  may  have  been  previously  received 
lall  be  restored. 

Art.  V. 

"  The  present  Convention  shall  be  approved 
pd  ratified  by  bis  Britannic  majesty  and  by 
is  Catholic  majesty;  and  the  ratiiications 
hereof  shall  be  delivered  and  exchanged  at 
•oodon  within  the  space  of  six  weeks,  or 
wner,  if  it  can  be  done,  to  be  reckoned  from 
le  day  of  the  signing. 

"In  witness  whereof,  we  the  nnder- written 
fillisters-plenipotentiaries  of  tdi  Britannic  raa- 
!sty,  aad  of  his  Cathoyc  majjesty,  by  virtne  of 
or  full  powers,  have  si^ed  the  present  Con- 
eotion,  and  caused  the  sealofoor  arms  to  beaf- 
led  thereto.  Done  at.  the  Pardo  the  14th  day  of 
aauary,  17S9.^B.  Kecne.— S.  nELAQciAoaji. 

First  Separate  Asticle. 
"  Whereas  it  has  been  agteeJl  by  the  first 
[VOL.  X. 


not  help  congratulating  the  nohle  lord 
who  sits  by  me,  on  the  seasonable  hint  he 
threw  out  the  day  when  the  Contention 
was  laid  before  this  House.  Those  hints, 
my  Lords,  have  given  us,  have  given  the 
whole  kinj^dom^  a  very  great  li^t,    Wa 

article  of  the  Convention,  signed  (ids  di^,  be- 
tween the  ministers -p]eoi(H>tentiarics  of  Great- 
Britain  and  Spain,  tnat  there  shall  be  named 
on  the  part  of  their  Britannic  and  Oatbotio 
majesties  respectively,  •mroediately  after  €bm 
signing  the  above- said  ConventioD,  two  nn* 
nisters- plenipotentiaries,  who  shall  meet  at 
Madrid,  within  tlie  space  of  six  weeks,  to  be 
reckoned  from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications ;  their  said  majesties,  to  the  end 
that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  removing,  by  a  so- 
lemn treaty,  which  is  io  be  concluded  for  that 
purpose,  all  cause  of  complaint-  for  the  fu- 
ture, and  io  establishing  thereby  a  perfect  good 
understanding,  and  a  lasting  friendship  be- 
tween the  two  crowns,  have  named,  and  do  by 
these  presents  name,  viz.  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty, Benjamin  Keene,  esq,  his  said  majesty 'a 
' minister  plenipcitentiary  to  his.  Catholic  ma-* 
jesty  ;  and  Abraham  Castrcs,  esq.  his  said- Bri- 
tannic majesty's  consul-general  at  the  court  of 
bis  Catholic  majesty,  his  plenipotentiaries  for 
that  purpose;  and  his  Catholic  majesty,  don 
Joseph  de  la  duintana,  his  counsellor  in 
the  supreme  council  of  the  Indies,  and  don 
Stephen- Joseph  de  Abaria,  knight  of  the  order 
of  Calatrava,  coonsellor  in  the  same  council, 
and  superintendant  of  the  chamber  of  accounts, 
who  shall  be  immediately  instructed  to  begin 
the  conferences :  And  whereas  it  has  been 
agreed  by  the  third  article  of  the  convention 
signed  this  day,  that  the  sum  of  95,000/.  ster- 
^ng  is  due,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  as  a  balance 
to  the  crown  and  subjects  of  Great  Britain, 
after  deduction  made  of  the  demands  of  the 
crown  andsubjects  of  S^n ;  his  Catholic  ma  -, 
jesty  Shall  caase  to  be  paid  at  London,  within 
the  term  of  four  months,  to  be  reckoned  from 
the  dtiy  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  or 
sooner  if  it  be  possible,  in  money,  the  above- 
mentioned  95,000/.  sterling,  to  such  persons  as 
shall  be  authorized,  on  the  part  of  his  Britannio* 
majesty,  to  receive  it. 

Secon4  Separate  Article. 

•<<  Whereas  the  underwritten  ministers-ple- 
nipotentiaries of  their  Britannic  and  Catholto 
majesties  have  this  day  signed,  by  virtue  of 
full  powers  from  the  kings  their  masters  fof' 
that  purpose,  a  Convention  for  settling  and  ad« 
justing  all  the  demands,  on  each  side,  of  the 
crowns  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  on  account 
of  sei2ure8  made,  ships  t^ken,  8cc,  and  for  the 
payment  of  a /balance  that  is  thereby  due  to 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain ;  it  is  declared,  that 
the  ship  called  the  Success,  which  was  taken 
on  the  14th  day  of  April  1738,  as  she  was 
coming  out  from  the  island  of  Antigua,  by  a 
Spanish  Guards  Costa,  and  carried  to  F^rto 
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nowsee  uDon  what  tenns  Spain  abated  so 
far  ^f  the  naughtiness  with  which,  she  has 
always,  treated  this  nation,  as  to  conclude 
any  negociation.  Before  I  heard  this  de- 
claration read,  I  had  considered  the  Con- 
vention with  all  the  attention  I  am  capa- 
ble of  bestowing ;  and,  my  'Lords,  even 
then  I  could  not  find  any  oqe  stipulation 
in  it,  I  c6uld  not  see  one  article  that  is  not, 
in  my  noor  judgment,  both  disadvantage- 
ous and  dishonourlible  to  this  nation.  But, 
my  Lords,  when  I  consider  this  Conven- 
tion as  dogsed  with  this  Protest  from 
Spain ;  when!  consider  it  as  attended  with 
the  highest  marks  of  insolence  and  indig- 
nity to  this  kingdom  on  the  part  of  that 
power  ;  I  know  not,  my  Lords,  in  what 
light  to  look  upon  it.    I  know  not  what 

Rioo,  is  not  comprehended  in  the  afiHvsaid 
CoQfention:  and  his  Cathiilie  Majcstv  |iro- 
mises,  that  the  said  ship  and  its  cargo  aball  be 
forthwith  restored,  or  the  just  value  thereof  to 
the  lawful-  owners ;  provitled  that,  previous  to 
the  retftitution  of  the  said  ship  the  8accefis,  the 
persoQ  or  persons  interested  therein  do  give  se- 
curity at  London,  to  tbe  safisfection  of  Don 
Thomas  Geraldino,  bis  Catholic  majesty's  mi- 
nister plenipotentiary,  to  abide  hf  what  shall 
be  deeided  thereupon  by  the  roinistens  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  their  said  Mucsties,  that  have 
been  named  for  finally  settling,  according  to 
the  treaties,  the  disputes  which  renoain  to  be 
adjusted  between  the  two  crowns ;  and  his  Ca- 
tholic majesty  agrees,  asfiir  as  shall  depend 
upon  him,  that  the  above-mentioned  ship  tbe 
Success,  shall  he  referred  to  the  examination 
and  decision  of  the  plenipotentiaries ;  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty  promises  likewise  to  refer,  as 
fiur  as  shall  depend  upon  him,  to  the  decision 
of  the  plenipotentiaries,  the  brigantine  San«la 
Theresa,  seized  in  the  port  of  Dublin,  in  ]re- 
land,  in  the  year  1735.  And  the  said  uuder- 
'written  ministers- pleaiiiotentiaries  declare  by 
these  presents^that  tbe  Sd  Article  of  tbe  Conven- 
tion signed  this  day  does  not  extend,  nor  shall  be 
construed  to  extend  to  any  shins  or  effects  that 
nay  have  been  taken  or  seized  since  the  lOtb 
dav  of  December  1737,  or  may  be  hereafter 
taken  or  seized :  m  which  cases,  justice  shall 
he  done  according  to  the  treaties,  as  if  the 
aforesaid  CooTention  had  not  been  made ;  it 
being  however  understood,  that  this  relates 
only  to-the  indemnification  and  satisfaction  to 
be  made  for  tlie  eflfects  seized,  or  prizes  taken, 
but  that  the  decision  of  the  cases,  whicH  may 
happen,  iu  order  to  remove  all  pretext  for  dis- 
pute, b  to  be  referred  to  the  plenipotentiaries, 
to  be  detennined  by  them  according  to  the 
treaties. 

**  These  separate  Articles  shall  fhave  the 
same  foriDe  as  if  inserted  word  fof.Wwd  in  the 
Convention  signed  this  day:  Andihalibe  ra- 
tified in  the  same  manner. 
2 


words  I  shdl  make  use  of,  or  wbat  senti- 
ments Co  express.  Shall  we  caD  this  Con- 
vention, my  Lords,  a  treaty  ?  No,  a  treatj 
is  an  act  in  whidi  the  sUpulations  art 
mutual.  This  Convention  is  an  act 
wherein  every  thing  is  granted  by  tlie  one 
side,  and  nothing  stipulated  on  the  other : 
But,  my  Lords,  I  will  not  anticq>ate  the 
debate  ;  it  may  be,  I  have  said  too  much 
already ;  perhaps,  they  who  are  more  m 
the  secret  of  ankirs,  when  the  Convention 
com.e8  Co  be  under  consideration,  may  give 
me  reason  to  alter  my  opinion  :  1  Sail 
therfore  confine  iv'hat  1  have  to  say  to  a 
few  arguments,  in  order  to  support  a  mo- 
tion which  I  shall  beg  the  liberty  to  mai^e 
to  your  Lordships  : — The  afiidrs  of  a  pub- 
lic company,  -and  the  affiurs  of  a  whok 
kingdom  are,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  consi- 


*<  In  witness  whereof,  we  the  underwrittca 
ministers- pleni|>otentiaries  of  his  firitaaiiic  ma- 
jesty, and  of  his  CaShdUc  majesty,  by  virtue 
of  our  full  powers,  hare  signed  tbe  preseot 
separate  articles,  and  have  caused  the  aeak  of 
our  arms  to  be  affixed  thereto.  At  the  Ptedc, 
Jan.  14;  1739. 

B.  Keens— -Sebastu!! db la  QcAnsA.'' 

Copy  of  iBe  Declaration  made  on  the  Part  oi 
the  King  of  Spain,  before  he  ratified  tiie 
Convenuott. 

«<  Don  Sebastian  de  hi  Clmidra,  connsejitf 
and  first  secretary  of  slate  of  bis  Catholic  ma- 
jesty, and  his  first  plenipotentiary  for  tbe  Con- 
vention which  is  treating  with  the  kiag  of 
England,  by  order  of  bis  sovereign,  and  m  coo- 
spquenoe  of  his  repeated  m^moriab  and  con- 
ferences that  have  passed  with  don  Bcajaaua 
Keene,  minister  pteniooteiitiary  of  bis  Bii- 
tannic  majesty,  and  having  agreed  tbereifi 
with  reciprocal  accord,  that  the  present  deda- 
ration  shall  be  made  as  the  essential  and  ptv- 
cise  means  to  overcome  the  so  much  debated 
disputes,  and,  in  order  tliat  the  said  Conven- 
tion may  be  si)ped,  does  declare,  in  dae  form, 
that  his  Catholic  majesty  reserves  to  htmaeir, 
in  its  full  force,  the  right  of  beinsr  able  to  sas- 
pend  the  Assiento  of  Negroes,  aou  tfbr  dispatch- 
ing the  necessary  on&rs  for  tfie  cxecotioB 
thereof,  in  case  the  company  does  not  siriiyect 
herself  to  pay  witbin  a  sbon  term  tbe  68,0O(«l 
sterling,  wbicb  she  has  confceaed  is  owii^  sa 
the  duty  of  Negroes,  according  to  the  regoli- 
tion  of  59(/.  per  dollar,  or  on  the  pi^ta  of  tbe 
ship  Caroline;  abd^ikewise  declare,  that  ander 
tbe  valklity  and  force  of  this  protest,  the  ^ 
ing  of  the  said  Convenljon  may  be  i 
oa,  and  in  no  other  manner.  Vrfa 
this  firm  suppeatbn  and  that  it  roav  not'  be 
ehided  on  any  Motive  or  pretext  wivslsoevcr, 
his  CathoUc  majesty  has  been  iadooed  thatlo. 
Don  SsaASTUH  pa  u  Qsaoba/* 
Pardo,  10th  Jan.  17^9. 
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dered  as  very  distinct  the  one  from  the 
other.  Tk6  interests  of  all  the  subjects  in 
the  kingdom  ought,  indeed,  to  be  very 
dear  to  the  crown,  Imt  more  especially 
the  interests  and  rights  of  trading  compa- 
nies. These  rights  are  derived  from  the 
crown,  and  while  the  crown  supports 
them,  it  supports  its  own  rights  ;  when  it 
pes  them  up,  my  Lords,  it  gives  up  its 
own  rights ;  it  gives  up  the  rights  of  the 
oation.  But  there  is  a  great  difference 
betwixt  the  particular  interests,  and  the 
^neral  rights  of  a  company.  The  paiti- 
cular  interests  of  a  company  are  in  the 
bands  of  private  meii,  appointed  by  that 
company  to  take  care  of  tnem ;  they  ought 
to  have  no  relation  to  the  public  negocia* 
tions  of  this  nation,  far  less  ought  these 
last  to  have  any  dependance  upon  them. 
This  protest,  my  Lords,  makes  the  con- 
rcfhtioH,  which  ought  to  hav<  been  a  so- 
lemn treaty,  no  famier  valid  than  as  a  pri- 
rate  negociation  betwixt  the  king  of  Spain 
and  the  South  Sea  company  shalfturn  out. 
Let  his  Catholic  majestjrs  demand  be 
ever  so  unjust ;  let  his  claim  be  ever  so 
exorbitant,  it  must  be  satisfied,  otherwise 
this  public  n^ociation  must,  it  seems, 
be  invalid.  But,  my  Lords,  this  insolence 
af  Spain  does  not  at  all  surprise  me ;  for  I 
should  be  kirprised  at  nothing  which  that 
court  could  do,  unless  I  heard  that  they 
bad  done  an  act  of  equity  and  justice : 
What  surprises  me  most,  my  Lords,  is, 
that  our  minister  should  so  far  forget  his 
character  as  to  accept  of  this  protest  or  de- 
daration  (call  it  wtiat  you  will)  and  that 
be  ahoiild,  with  reciprocal  accord,  agree, 
that  the  dedaration  we  have  now  heard, 
thould  be  made  the  essential,  precise 
tieans  of  overcoming  the  difficulties  that 
)b6tnicted  the  conclusion  of  the  Conven- 
tion_Mr.  Keene  is,  I  know,  agent  for 
the  South  Sea  Company,  as  well  as  pleni- 
^tentiary  from  our  court.  Nothing  in 
the  world,  my  Lords,  ought  to  have  been 
more  distinct  than  these  characters.  As 
igent  for  the  South  Sea  company,  he  was 
to  solicit  their  concerns  at  the  court  of 
Spain  ;  He  was  to  take  care  of  their  in-  ^ 
terests ;  he  waa  to  transmit  to  his  con- 
ttituenis  a  proper  stale  of  every  thing  that 
passed.  As  a  public  minister,  my  I^rds; 
be  was  to  tidce  care  that  no  violation  should 
becommittad  of  any  of  the  treaties  upon 
vhich  the  rights'  of  that  company  are 
bunded.  Tlie  uniting  of  these  two  cha- 
racters in  his  person  was  of  great  use  to 
him;  he  waa  sure  not  to  be  imposed  upon 
^y  misiepreacutatians ;  be  was  aore  the 


agent  and  the  minister  would  not  run 
counter  to  one  another ;'  and  that  the  one 
would  always  be  supported  by  the  other. 
But,  my  Lords,  it  snould  appear  by  this 
declaration,  that  the  minister  has  so  &r 
forgot  himself,  as  to  consent  to  the  making 
the  validity  of  thb  declaration  the  condi- 
tion of  the  validity  of  the  Convention.  Not 
only  so,  my  Lords,  but  he  has  consented 
with  the  same  reciprocal  accord*  to  own 
his  Catholic  majesty's  right  to  suspend  the 
assiento  contract.  Thus,  my  Lords,  he 
has  agreed,  tliat  the  public  transactions  of 
this  nation  sh^  depend  upon  the  execu- 
tion of  the  private  engagements  of  the 
South  Sea  Company. — My  Lords,  I  shall 
say  no  more  on  this  subject ;  only  I  must 
observe  to  your  lordships,  that  either 
the  court  of  Spain  must  have  been 
guilty  of  the  greatest  insolence  and  in- 
justice to  thb  nation,  and  tiie  minister  of 
the  highest  breach  of  trust ;  or  the  South 
Sea  Company  must  have  been  guil^  crf'the 

freatest  miustice  to  the  crown  or  Spain* 
lowever  that  stands,  my  Lords,  we  are  at 
present  very  much  in  the  dark,  and  we 
must  remain  so,  till  such  time  as  we  are 
regularly  informed  by  what  means  this 
debt  was  contracted,  and  how  afiairs  stand 
betwixt  the  South  Sea  company  and  his 
Catholic  majesty.  This,  my  Lords,  I  say, 
is  thef  only  means  of  our  coming  to  a 
knowledge  of  this  affair ;  the  proper  in« 
formation  that  we  are  to  haTe,  must  be 
from  the  South  Sea  company  themselves ; 
w6  are  not  to  trust  to  ministers  for  our  in- 
formation ;  we  are  not  to  trust  to  those 
employed  by  ministers.  We  are  to  have 
o«r  information  from  the  first  hand ;  we 
shall  be  then  less  liable  to  be  imposed  on, 
and  more  able'  to  give  -a  judgment  in'  this 
matter.  In  short,  my  liords,  I  think  it 
needless  to  trouble  your  lordships  with 
many  arguments  in  support  of  the  motion 
which  I  am  to  make :  1  am  persuaded,  the 
reesoonbleness  of  the  thing  itsdf  wHl  speak 
for  it ;  therefore  I  humbly  take  the  liberty 
to  move  your  lordships.  That  a  day  be  ap- 
pointed for  examining  the  directors, of  the 
South  Sea  company,  touching  the  sum  (^ 
68,000^.  mentioned  in  the  declaration 
given  to  the  British  minister,  signed  at  the 
Pardo,  January  10,  whiph  sum  is,  by  his 
Catholic  majesty,  claimed  as  a  debt  due  to 
him  by  the  said  company :  and  that  the 
directors  of  the  South  Sea  company  be  or- 
dered to  attend  this  Housefor  thatpurpose. 

Lord  Heroejf  : 

My  Lorda;  I  shall  not  iiSsr  mudifrom 
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ijbe  noble- lord  who  spoke  last,  with  r^ard 
to  the  treatment  which  the  subjects  ofthis 
nation  have  received  from  the  Spaniards ; 
but  I  am  surprised  to  find  that  his  lordsliip 
supposes  their  a^eeing  to  treat  with  us  on 
the  footing  stipiSated  by  the  Convention, 
is  an  aggravation  of  that  treatment.  If» 
my  Lords,  the  provocations  this  nation 
has  received  from  Spain  were  so  very 
Kreat ;  if  the  haughtmess  with  which  she 
Bas  all  along  behaved,  was  so  very  exces- 
sive as  the  noble  lord  has  been  pleased  to 
represent  it,  we  cannot  suppose  that  her 
tnmistry,  who  certainly  are  sensible  they 
are  no  match  for  us  by  themselves,  were 
without  well-grounded  hopes  of  being  as- 
usted  and  supported  by  a  power  more  for- 
midable than  their  own.  If  our  ministry 
therefore  have  taken  such  wise  precautions, 
as  to  shew  them  that  we  are  not  to  be  inti- 
midated b^  any  consideration  whatsoever, 
from  obtaming  satisfaction  for  our  losses, 
and  ample  security  against  future  encroach- 
ments: if,  in  consequence  of  this,  they 
have  been  brought  to  treat,  I  think,  my 
Lords,  it  is  one  very  great  point  gained.  It 
shews,  at  least,  that  they  are .  cured  of 
their  presumption,  and  that  tlie  resolution 
of  our  government  has  had  such  an  effect 
as  to  bring  them  to  treat.  I  do  not  speak, 
my  Lords,  with  regard  to  the  merits  of  the 
Convention  itself,  this  is  not  a  proper  time 
to  enter  into  the  particulars  of  that  treaty, 
your  lordships  have  appointed  a'  day  to 
take  it  into  consideration ;  I  only  speak 
with  regard  to  the  effect  of  our  late  mea- 
sures.-^ As  to  the  behaviour  of  Mr.  Keene, 
which  the  noble  lord  has  so  much  insisted 
on>  1  think  this  is  not  a  proper  time  to 
canvass  it.  If  he  has  so  shamefully  be- 
trayed his  trust,  if  Jie  has  acted  so  incon- 
sistently wit}i  his  character,  as  the  noble 
lord  hath  accused  him  of  having  done,  the 
nation  and  parliament  will  undoubtedly 
brioff  him  to  iustice ;  and  I  am  sure,  my 
Lords,  I  shall  be  the  first  to  agree  to  any 
censure  which  your  lordships  shall  think 
^t  to  inflict  on  him.  But,  lAy  Lords,  it  is 
my  opinion,  though  I  ow^  a  very  unpopu- 
lar one  at  present,  that  we  ought  always  to 
presume  the  best  of  those  to  whose  hands 
nis  Majesty  has  thought  fit  to  entrust  the 
concerns  of  the  nation,  till  we  are  well  in- 
formed that  they  have  deserved  to  be 
blamed. — I  am  agree  with  the  noble  lord, 
that  the  character  of  agent  from  the  South 
Sea  company,  and  that  .of  plenipotentiary 
Irora  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  are  very 
different  from  one  another,  and  that  they 
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with  the  other ;  but,  my  Lords,  tiU  I  am 
better  informed,  I  do  not  think  mvseh  at 
liberty ^o  think  that  that  minister  deser^r^ 
all  the  hard  tilings  to  be  said  of  him,. which 
the  noble  lord  has  thrown  out.  It  is  veiy 
difficult,  my  Lords,  for  this  House  to  judge 
of  the  reasons  which  may  have  determined 
Mr.  Keene,  as  a  public  minister,  to  accept 
this  declaration ;  and  it  is  still  harder  lo 
judge  of  his  motives  as  agent  for  the  South 
Sea  company.  The  king  of  Spain  aod 
that  companVf  my  Lords,  must  have  s 
great  many  dealings  with  one  another;  it 
is  no  wonder  if  their  affairs  are  very  ojten 
entangled  together ;  and  therefore  jour 
lordsmps,  give  me  leave  to  say  it,  are  not 
the  proper  judges  of  the  reasons  that  maj 
sometimes  mduce  their  i^ents  to  use  pre- 
cautions, or  to  make  concessions,  thtt 
would  seem  very  odd  if  tliey  passed  b^ 
twixt  man  and  man,  or  one  body  of  m«) 
and  another.  It  is  in  the  power  of  the 
court  of  Spain  to  put  that  company  under 
very  ^reat  disadvantages ;  ana  they  hare 
done  It,  my  Lords,  as  often  as  any  rap- 
ture, or  even  the  appearance  of  a  niptare, 
has  happened  betwixt  their  court  and  oui^. 
And  after  this,  are  we  to  be  surprised,  if 
these  gentlemen  take  all  the  precautions  in 
the  world  to  keep  fair  with  the  court  of 
Spain  ?  especially  if  we  consider,  thatther 
have  no  reason  to  think  we  ought  to 
plunge  ourselves  rashly  into  a  war  on 
every  slight  misunderstanding  betwixt  it 
and  them.  My  Lords,  if  we  &ould,  there 
would  not  be  wanting  other  powers  of  Eu* 
rope,  who  would  be  glad  to  cany  on  that 
trade  on  the  terms  granted  to  the  cois- 
pany.  I  do  not  know,  my  I^ords,  bat  that 
an  ofier  of  this  kind  may  be  one  reasn 
that  induces  the  Spanish  court  to  treat 
that  company  with  so  much  severity.  Be- 
sides, my  Lords,  we  are  not  Certain  that 
tlie  demands  of  his  Catholic  majesty  ait 
absolutely  unjust.  The  pretest  just  oov 
read  affirms,  that  the  SSfiOOL  therein  d^ 
manded  is  a  debt  confessed  by  the  csm* 
pany  to  be  due  to  his  Catholic  mtie^y* 
My  Lords,  if  it  is  so,  it  must  be  paid,  an 
there  is  no  wonder  if  the  couiC  of  Spain  is* 
'sist  upon  its  being  paid  in  the  stroqgeit 
terms. — Having  said  thus  much,  my  hom 
in  general,  with  regard  to  the  nature  rf 
tlie  company's  trade,  I  shall  beg  leiTS  to 
say  a  word  or  two,  in  answer  to  what  fell 
from  the  noble  lord  who  spoke  tast,  ^ 
regard  to  the  part  which  Mr.  Keeee  has 
acted  in  this  afiair.  The  njMe  krd  hio- 
self  very  justly  tibser? ed,  Aat,.asag«nt  ^ 
the  SflMb  Seft  wpi^pny,b%wm.taiti^ 
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their  affairs  aft  the  Spanish  court,  to  take 
care  of  t^eir  interests,  and  to  transmit  to 
bis  principals  whatever  concerned. t^iem, 
especially  if  it  was  in  a  matter  of  import- 
ince ;  that,  as  a  public  minister  ot  this 
:rowDy  he  was  to  oppose. any  violation  of 
the  rights  on  which  the  trade  pf  that  com- 
mj,  as  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  is 
bunded.  My  LcMrds,  this  distinction  be- 
ng  li|id  down,  give  roe  leave  t9  observe, 
hat  there  is  another  distinction  extremely 
rortby  of  your  lordships'  notice,  Uiat  is, 
Jie  diatioction  of  the  characters  of  the 
Spanish  mibisters.  The  king  of  Spain, 
nj  Lords,  is  in  this  case  to  be  looked 
ipon,  not  only  as  a  sovereign  prince,  but 
is  a  considerable  merchant.  For  your 
ordships  know,  that  by  treaty  he  is  en- 
iti'jd  to  a  large  share,  I  think  one  fourth, 
)r  the  pro6ts  arising  irom  the  company's 
rade.  Now,  mv  Lords,  this  being  the 
:ase,  it  follows,  wac  his  Catholic  majesty 's 
Dinisters  must  likewise  be  considered,  not 
»nly  aft  the  public  ministers  of  his  crown, 
)ut  us  agents  for  his  mercantile  interest. ' 
3n  this  acooum  it  is,  my  Lords,  Uiat,  if 
hese  two  characters  have  been  copfounded 
ogether,  they  have  been  so  only  on  the 
mrt  of  the  Spanish  ministry,  who  ridicu-  • 
m\y  insist  on  their  master's  having  it  in  ' 
lis  power,  as  a  sovereign,  to  suspend  the  ; 
\8Mento  contract,  in  case  a  debt  is  not ' 
>aid  which  is  due  to  him  as  a  merchant, 
dr.  Keene,  my  Lords,  has  done  no  more 
han  to  accept  this  declaration,  which,  as 
gent  for  the  company,  he  was  obliged  to 
io,  It  relating  immediately  to  their  gob- 
ems.  If  he  had  signed  it,  my  Lords,  he 
night  Imve  justly  been  blamed ;  but  as  he 
as  not  signed  it,  it  can  be  looked  upon  as 
0  act  of  his,  and  consequently  he  is  not  * 
Dswerable  for  it^^^As  to  the  motion  which  | 
!)e  noble  lord  has  made,  I  think  it  woidd 
e  extremely  improper  in  us  to  intermed-  | 
le  so  far  in  Uie  private  concerns  betwixt  | 
k  king  of  Spain  and  Uie  South  Sea  com-  ! 
any.  If  the  latter  is  wronged,  there  is 
0  doubt  they  will,  aa  they  have  done  bs- 
ire,  apply  to  the  crown  mr  relief;  and  if 
le  crown  aball  find  the  grounds  of  their 
omplaint  just,  they  have  all  the  reason  in 
le  world  to  thinks  that  proper  care  will 
e  taken  of  their  interest.  My  Lorda^  it 
rould  be  of  very  dangerous  cotMaquence, 
think  it  would  eet  a  very  bad  precedent 
)r  us  to  oblige  the  directors  of  a  tradii^ 
onipaay  to  produce  tbdr  aocompt-booka 
t  the  bar  t»f  this  House.  WtBU^tthere. 
V  oGcaskm  Aem  to  diaeom  secreta, 
mk  maffAa  both  them  Md  iheB** 
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tion :  for,  my  Lords,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  every  trading  body  of  men  have  se- 
crets, which  may  be  of  a  very  honest  na- 
ture, and  yet  it  may  be  not  only  improper, 
but  unjust  to  divulge  them  to  the  world* 
In  short,  my  Lords,  I  tliink  that  we  ought 
to  consider  this  declaration  as  a  thing  en? 
tirely  independent  of  the  Convention ;  but 
if,,  in  the  course  of  our  debate  upon  the 
Convention,  we  shall  find  that  there  is  aa 
absolute  neceteity  for  our  examining  the 
directors  of  the  South  Sea  company,  it  will 
be  then  time  enough  to  a^ee  to  this  motion* 
But,  my  Lords,  I  think  it  would  be  highly 
improper  at  this  critical  juncture  to  oblige 
that  company  to  expose  their  books,  or  to 
bring  them  in^  any  necessity  of  appearing 
as 'parties  against  the  king  or  Spain. 
Therefore  I  am  against  the  motion. 

The  Earl  aflsla  : 

My  Lord*;  I  should  not  have  troubled 
your  lordships  at  this  time,  especisdly  ai^ 
ter  what  has  been  observed  by  the  noble 
lord  who  spoke  last,  had  I  not  ^ome  parti- 
cular reasons  for  thinking  this  motion  at 
present  very  improper.  The  debt  which 
the  king  of  Spain's  minister  claims  by  this 
declaration  is,  my  Lords,  a  debt  that  has^ 
in  some  measure,  been  already  allowed  of 
by  the  South  Sea  Company;  for  which 
reason,  my  Lords,  it  ought  to  be  left  to 
the  Spanish  minister  here,  and  the  dioec* 
tors  of  that  Company,  to  settle  it  the  heel 
way  they  can.  If  your  lordships  should 
interpose  in  the  matter,  the  Spaniards 
might  very  justly  think  that  the  parh'aacnt 
of  £ngland  designed  to  make  itself  a  party 
in  an  affair  that  concerns  private  property^ 
and  to  support  that  Company  in  an  act  of 
injustice.  I  do  not  by  this,  my  Lords, 
mean,  as  if  we  ought  not  to  take  care  of 
the  intereiBts  of  the  'subjects  of  this  nation, 
if  they  are  attacked  by  the  court  of  Spain ; 
I  only  mean,  that  we  ought  not  to  take 
cognizance  of  an  a&ir,  that  propedy  can* 
not  lie  before  us .  till  we  are  applied  to  by 
the  Company  for  reliefs— I  am  the  roote 
strenethenea  in  this  opinion,  by  what  I 
have  been  informed  of,  within  a  few  h^un, 
that  the  South  Sea  Company  haa  eppoinl* 
ed  a  day  for  considering  the  merita  of  that 
debty  and  abo  for  determining  whether 
they,  will  pay  it  or  not;  and  that  tjheir 
oaying  it  oepends  on  the  Spanish  court's 
tumlling  eertain*  conditions  insisted  omhgF 
them.  Now,  my  Lords,  if  the  Cilmpasy 
shall  think  fit  to  pay  the  debt,  or  if  she 
court,  of  Spain  shall  think  fit  to  grant  dMm 
their  traoit  I  can  by  ao  meaw  aae  off 
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what  consequence  this  declaration  can  be 
to  the  Convention.  Nay,  my  Lords,  I 
think  in  whatever  light  we  view  it,  it  can 
never  affect  a  treaty,  that  has  been  con- 
cluded and  ratified.  I  cannot  indeed  pre- 
tend to  account  for  the  conduct  of  the 
Spanish  minister  in  transmitting  a  paper  of 
this  kind  to  our  court ;  but  1  am  sure  it 
lies  entirely  out  of  our  road  to  take  any 
notice  of  a  paper,  that  is  signed  by  one 
minister  only,  and  that  too  upon  an  affair 
that  affiects  only  one  set  of  men.  We 
ought  at  least,  my  Lords,  to  wait  the*  issue 
of  the  Company's  deliberations  on  this 
head :  if  they  allow  the  debt  to  be  just,  we 
save  ourselves  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and 
time  too ;  if  they  do  not  allow  it  to  be 
just»  and  if  the  Spanish  court  shall  insist 
on  executing  what  is  specified  in  this  de- 
claration, the  ai&ir  wul  no  doubt  come 
before  us  in  a  proper  manner,  and  we 
shall  then  have  a  just  occasion  for  express- 
ing our  zeal  for  the  rights  of  the  nation. 
But  in  the  mean  time,  my  Lords^  I^think 
we  ought  to  take  no  manner  of  notice  of 
this  declaration,  because  it  is  the  act  of  a 
single  minister,  and  consequently  cannot 
at  all  affect  a  treaty  which  has  been  fully 
ratified  by  both  the  contracting  powers. 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  : 

My  Lords  ;  since  I  have  had  tlie  honour 
to  sit-in  diis  House,  I  do  not  think  that  I 
ever  heard  a  motion  made,  that  was  les^ 
liable  to  objections  than  the  present.  Af- 
ter a  lone  tract  of  negociations,  a  very  un- 
usual foroearance,  we  have  got  a  prelimi- 
nary treaty  from  the  court  of  Spain,  but 
dc^ed  with  a  proviso  absolutely  requiring 
a  condition  to  be  fulfilled  on  our  part. 
My  Lords,  I  readily  agree  with  the  noble 
lords,  who  have  spoke  against  the  motion, 
that  the  affiurs  of^  trade,  which  may  occa- 
sion differences  betwixt  the  South  Sea 
Company  and  his  Catholic  majesty,  are  not 
properly  cognizable  by  us ;  but  when  that 
court  assumes  to  itself  a.  right  to  suspend 
sdemn  treaties  subsisting  with  our  court, 
if  their  concerns  in  trade  are  not  adjusted 
to  their  own  liking,  I  think  it  is  high  time 
Ibr  us  to  interpose.  The  Assiento  con- 
tract, my  Lords,  and  the  liberty  which  the 
South  Sea  Company  has  of  sending  an  an- 
oual  ship  to  the  Spanish  Indies,  are  two  of 
the  principal  advantages  that  this  nation 
leaped  mtok  a  very  long  and  enensive 
war.  And,  my  liords,  if  the  Spanish 
court,  upon  every  little  diffierence  with  this 
Company,  shall  assume  to  itself  a  right  to 
deprive  UB  of  these  advantages,  which  we 


enjoy  by  so  many  solemn  treaties,  I  think, 
if  any  affair  ever  was  of  public,  of  natioQil 
concern,  this  is  so. 

The  declaration  we  have  now  heard 
read,  carries  vrith  it  all  the  Qharacterg  of  i 
public  act  of  that  crown.  It  is  giveo  ic 
and  signed  by  his  Catholic  mi^esty's  fim 
secretary  of  state,  and  first  plenipotentiajT 
for  the  Convention ;  he  tens  you  therein, 
that  he  gives  it  in  consequence  of  repcst- 
ed  memorials  and  declarations  that  hav-e 
passed  betwixt  him  and  Mr.  Keene,  hs 
Majesty's  plenipotentiary  ;  and  that  it  is 
agreed  upon  with  reciprooil  accord.  Mr 
Lords,  I  cannot  see  what  can  be  stnmge r 
than  these  expressions,  to  make  it  juft 
as  important  and  as  authentic  as  the  Cm- 
vention  itself.  But,  say  the  noble  lord>, 
who  opposed  the  motion,  Mr.  Keene  did 
not  sign  it,  and  by  accepting  it,  and  trans- 
mitting it  to  this  {;ourt  and  to  the  South 
Sea  Company,  he  did  no  more  than  a? 
agent  for  that  Company  he  was  obliged  io 
do.  My  Lords,  I  am  of  a  very  diferent  (pi- 
nion. As  agent  for  that  Company,  he  hd 
a  power  of  making  what  concessions  be 
had  a  miod,  at  least  so  far  as  his  commis^oc 
reached,  on  the  part  of  the  Company ;  and 
if  the  Company  impowered  him  so  to  do, 
he  might  engage  for  the  payment  of  the 
sum  mentioned  in  the  declaration ;  but  be 
was  not  to  agree  to  the  giving  up  national 
engagements,  and  solemn  treaties. 

If,  my  Lords,  as  the  noble  lord,  who 
spoke  last,  insisted,  this  a^r  were  of  a 
private  nature,  and  concerned  only  one 
set  of  men  amongst  us,  J  should  bererr 
far  from  taking  up  your  lordships'  time  in 
speaking  for  the  motion ;  but,  my  Lords,  it 
appears  to  me  to  be  an  afl^r  that  concern 
the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  the  interest 
not  only  of  the  South  Sea  company,  bat  of 
all  the  kingdom:  it  in  a  more  spead  /nan- 
ner  concerns  the  affiur  which  we  are  ta 
have  under  our  deliberation  in  a  very  fe«^ 
days;  1  mean  the  Convention;  for  poor 
lordships  see  that  the  Spanish  minister, 
by  this,  declaration,  allows  no  strength,  no 
validity  to  that  treaty,  any  farther  than  the 
terms  of  his  demand  are  complied  witL 
But,  my  Lords,  how  is  it  possible  for  u»to 
know  how  reasonable  these  demands  are, 
unless  we  hear  what  the  party  concerned 
has  to  say?  Shall  we  give  our  approbatioa 
to  a  treaty,  wherein  one  of  the  contnictisg 
powers  previously  tells  us,  Uiat  the  validity 
of  the  treaty  does  not  depend  ehher  apos 
our  approving  or  his  Majesty's  ratifying  i^ 
but  upon  an  event  that,  propeily  speakingt 
has  no  regard  to  the  tmXj  iSMfXi  ^ 


187]     Pop^i  rdating  to  the  ComjefUion  loiih  Spain.      A.  D«  1739. 


[10S8 


It,  my  Lords,  it  seems,  the  SpaniardiB 
»  of  opinion,  that  we  are  either  to  force 
e  South  Sea  compaDj  to  comply  with 
e  tenns  of  this  declaration,  or  we  are  to 
|ifc  upon  all  that  has  passed  betwixt  our 
lliister^  and  theirs,  as  a  mere  farce.  This, 
r,  is  plainly  the  language  of  the  declara- 
fp,  and  I  might  chs&nge  any  man  alive 
make  any  other  meaning  out  of  it* 
She  noble  X^ord,  who  spoke  last,  said, 
^  we  ought  to  know  the  result  of  the 
jath  Sea  compa&3^s  resolution  before  we 
Bcie  to  the  present  motion.  My  Lords, 
ilimot  at  all  see  the  exi^ediency  of  that, 
fe  not  think  that  our  deliberations  ought 
|epend  upon  the  resolutions  of  any  com- 
^    I  shall  suppose,  my  Lords,  what 

Svery  possibly  happen;  we  have  al- 
j  appomted  a  day  to  take  the  Con- 
^n  under  our  consideration;  we  find 
|d  be  a  proper  measure,  and  We  return 
I  Majesty  ap  address  of  thanks  upon  it. 
lie  South  Sea  Company  in  the  mean  time 
and  consider  the  demand  of  the 
court ;  they  find  that  it  is  either 
in  itself,  or  that  the  conditions  upon 
they  owned  the  debt  to  be  just,  and 
lised  pa3rment  of  it,  have  not  been  ful- 
his  Catholic  majesty's  part  v. 
ore  they  refuse  to  pay  it.  What 
ws  upon  this?  The  court  of  Spain 
us,  that  the  Convention  is  invalid, 
the  condition  upon  which  they  agreed 
it  is  unfulfilled.  In  this  event,  my  Lords, 
I  we  have  been  doing,  all  our  debates 
on  this  measure,  must  go  for  nothing, 
iprefore,  my  Loros,  it  would  be  cer- 
bly  the  wisest,  as  well  as  the  most  expe- 
I^OQS  course,  f^r  us  to  examine  the  di- 
Itors  of  the  company  beforehand,  and 
[informed  by  them  of  the  nature  of  this 
lim,  and  know  if  thev  will  pav  it  or  not. 
^they  are  satisfied  of  its  justice,  and  if 
pj  are  willing  to  pay  it,  we  can  Uien  re- 
prly  proceed  \ipon  the  merits  oif  the 
l^kvention  ;  but  if  they  refuse  it,  and  are 
Iterauned  not  to  pay  it,  where  is  the  ne- 
psity  of  our  putting  ourselves  to  a  vast 
(b1  of  needless  trouble,  in  coming  to  re- 
piutions  that  can  be  of  no  effect  ? 
;  My  Lords,  I  cannot  say  I  am  unques- 
tBDaoly  warranted  in  what  I  shall  ad- 
ince;  but,  if  my  information  is  right, 
bere  never  was  any  claim  more  unjust 
ban  this  of  the  Spanish  court.  I  have 
(Bard,  ray  Lords,  they  are  so  fiir  firom  being 
odebted  to  the  crown  of  Spaip,  that  that 
SMnrn  is  indebted  to  them,  for  n^ar  six 
ifnes  the  sum  pretended,  by  this  declara- 
>Ofii  to  be  owing  ,to  it.    I  have  heard,  my 


Lords,  that  this  debt  on  the  duty  of  the 
negroes  is  one  of  the  most  unjust,  arbitrary 
claims  that  ever  was ;  that  the  valuation  of 
the  dollar  at  52^^.  never  was  settled  till 
several  years  after  the  Assiento  contract 
vas  ma^,  and  tliat  his  Catholic  majes^ 
demands,  that  all  the  deficiency,  that  hap« 
pens  by  their  making  their  former  pay« 
ments  in  the  dollars  of  the  valuation  they 
stood  at  when  the  Assiento  contract  was 
made,  should  now  be  paid  in  to  his  Catho-  . 
lie  majestv,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  tiie 
value  of  the  dollar  had  been  the  same  then 
as  it  is  now.  My  Lords,  if  this  is  truth,  I 
think  there  never  was  any  demand  more 
exorbitant;  I  think  this  declaration  is  a 
kind  of  a  defeazance  upon  the  whole  trans- 
action, in  case  such  terms  are  not  complied 
'with,  as  in  themselves  are  highly  unrea* 
sonable,  and  which  the  SpanianJiB  them- 
selves know  never  "vi^ill  be  granted. 

If  this,  my  Lords  is  the  case,  I  think  it 
is  very  extraordinary,  that  Mr.  Keene 
shall  make  any  such  concession  as  is  im- 
plied  in  this  declaration  at  the  court  of 
Spain.  If  he  did  it  in  consequence  of  his 
instructions  from  the  South  Sea  company,  ^ 
I  think  that'  company  has  done  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary  things  that  ever  was 
heard  of;  and  if  he  had  no  such  instruc* 
tions,  I  think  he  has  acted  in  a  very  un« 
heard  of  manner.  But,  my  Lords,  be  that 
how  it  will,  he  is  certainly  to  blame  in  ad- 
mitting the  execution  of  a  public  treaty  ta 
depend  on  that  of  a  private  transaction. 
There  is,  my^Lords,  another  very  unac- 
countable circumstance  in  this  afiair,  I 
mean  that  this  declaration  is  made  in  due 
form^  before  the  Convention  is  either 
signed  or  ratified.  So  that  if  the  South- 
Sea  Company  should  refuse  to  pay  the 
68,00(V.  I  dare  venture  to  lay  all  Uiat  I 
am  worth  in  the  world,  that  the  Spanish 
court  will  insist  upon  a  nullity  of  all  that 
has  been  done,  and  proceed  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  nothing  had  been  done. 
They  will  tell  us,  that  this  dedaration 
is  of  the  same  force  with  any  article 
of  the  Convention;  that  they  gave  us 
fair  wammg  of  it  before  the  Convention 
was  signed  and  that,  if  we  had  not 
been  pleased  with  the  tenns,  we  were  under 
no  obligation  to  sign  the  Convention,  since 
it  was  not  their  fault  if  we  were  not  suffi- 
ciently apprised  of  the  consequences. 

But,  m^  Lords,  there  is  a  reason  I  have 
hot  mentioned  yet,  that  weighs  very  much 
with  me  in  favour  of  this  motion.  I  am 
not  certain  Mr.  Keene  may  be  warranted 
by  his  principles  for  agr^ing  to  this  power. 


1080] 


12  GB0R6E  II. 


w&A  fak  Catholic  najesly  assuraesto  bim- 
•etf,  *  of  Buspendingthe  asstento  of  negroes, 
Mi  of  di^tdimg'tlie  necessary  orders  for 
the:  execution  thei^f.'  But,  my  Lords, 
i^hether  he  had  any  instructions  upon  that 
bead  or  not,  I  think  it  highly  proper  that 
your  lordships  should  come  to  some  reso- 

'  lutions,  with  regard  to  the  right  which  the 
crown  of  Spain  has  of  suspending  a  solemn 
treaty,  such  as  that  of  tne  assiento  con- 
tract is,  whenever  any  difference  happens 
betwixt  it  and  that  company.  On  the  one 
hand,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  king  of 
^ain  has  a  right  to  demand  the  execution 
or  the  assiento;  on  the  other  hand,  he  has 
no  right  to  make  any  arbitrary  demands 
upon  the  company,  he  has  no  right  <o  tell 
them  that  if  they  cannot  comply  with  his 
demands^  be  what  they  will,  he  will  suspend 
their  contract,  and  seize  upon  their  effects. 
I  do  not  say  that  we  ought  to  be  the  judges 
in  this  afiair,  but  1  think  we  ought  to  ad- 
vise and  support  his  Majesty  in  defending 
the  just  rights  and  properties  of  his  sub- 
jects. And,  my  Lords,  we  never  can 
know  how  die  matter  stands  betwixt  his 

^  Catholic  majesty  and  the  conmany,^  without 
having  a  state  of  the  afiair  from  the  com- 
pany themselves,  and  without  knowing 
what  their  claim  upon  the  court  of  Spain 
amounts  to,  as  welt  as  that  court's  upon 
the  company.  When  we  have  these  in- 
formations, we  shall  be  able  to  judge  whe- 
ther this  declaration  is  founded  on  justice, 
or  whether  it  is  no  better  than^  a  shift  to 
avoid  performing  their  part  of  the  Conven- 
tion. But,  whether  this  debt  is  justly  due 
to  the  Spanish  court  or  not,  or  whether 
the  court  of  Spain  is  indebted  to  the  com- 
pany or  not,  ithink  this  declaration  was  a 
very  irrecular,  and  a  very  extraordinary 
step.  I  think  it  shewed  the  highestdisre- 
gara  to  his  Majesty,  and  was  a  very  great 
indi^itv  to  this  nation.  I  shall  say  no- 
thing of  the  weakness  of  our  minister  in 
accepting  it,  or  of  signing  the  Convention 
clogged  in  this  manner.  No  doubt  he  had 
his  reasons  for  it,  which  have  not  yet  ap- 
peared to  the  world.  I  wish  thiey  may  be 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public;  nowever, 
I  hope  your  lord^ips  will  agree  to  the  mo- 
tion, as  I  heartily  do. 

'  The  question  being  put,  the  itouse  di- 
vided, and  it  was  carried  m  the  negative, 
49  agahist  42. 

DthaU  tn  fke  Lords  <m  iki  PetiHtms 
agtdnk  the  Cmventian  taith  SpOh.']  Fe- 
bnfttry  29d.  Petil^iM  were  presetated  to 
bach  Houset^  by  the  West-India .  mer- 
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chants,  by  the  city  of  Lobdoiiy  Ac.  Bgmex 
the  said  Convention  with  Spain.  The  dtT 
of  London's  Petition  to  the  House  of 
Lords  being  presented  by 

The  Duke  of  Bedfifrdy  his  grace  up<n 
presenting  it,  spoke  to  the  following  e^t : 

My  Lords ;  -l  have  in  my  hand  a  Peti- 
tion from  a  very  great  body  of  men,  no  less 
a  body,  my  Lords,  than  the  citixeiis  of 
London.  The  importance  qf  this  juncture 
called  upon  them  tto  assemble  and  dehberste 
upon  the  most  proper  means  of  preventing 
the  effects  of  tne  Convention,  which  thev 
apprehend  to  be  ruinous,  not  only  to  them, 
but  the  whole  kingdom,  from  talung  plate. 
Encouraged,  my  Lords,  by  tbeir  fonner 
experience  of  your  lordiships  great  indul- 
gence, they  resolved  to  proceed  in  the 
most  dutiful  manner,  by  petitioning  jonr 
lordships  to  take  the  reasons  they  are  mdhr 
to  offer  against  the  Convention  into  yoor 
mature  deliberation. 

Your  Petitioners,  my  Lords,  apprehcBd 
that  they  are  too  deeply  int€frested  in 
whatsoever  «ilects  the  trade  of  this  nation, 
not  to  express  the  utmost  anxiety  for  tbe 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  city  of  Loo- 
don,  the  only  source  of  our  riches.  And  h 
is  with  an  unexptessible  concern,  tiiatyonr 
Petitioners  perceive  that  the  ti^de  to  his 
Majesty's  American  colonies  is  still  ex- 
posed to  the  insults  of  the  Spaniards,  who, 
under  unwarrantable  and  mjurious  pre- 
tences, continue  to  stop,  searcSi,  and  make 
pri2es  of  British  vessels,  navigating  in  the 
seas  in  America,  in  panifiest  violation  of 
the  treaties  subsisting  between  the  two 
crowns. 

Your  Petitioners,  my  Lords,  humbly  ap- 
prehend that  the  trade  from  our  cc^onies  m 
America,  is  now  almost  tlie  only  profitable 
trade  which  this  nation  enjoys,  unrivalled 
by  others ;  and  they  were  induced  to  hope 
from  his  Majesty's  known  goodness,  and 
paternal  care  or  his  people,  supported  by 
the  vigorous  resolutions  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  and  the  equipment  of  a  reiy 
powerful  fleet,  that  his  Majesty's  trading 
subjects,  in  the  seas  of  America,  as  welltf 
in  all  other  parts  of  the  ocean,  would  not 
only  have  received  a  fall  satisfaction^  for 
their  losses,  occasioned  by  the  depredations 
of  Spain,  but  ako  an  undoubted  secuntj 
for  tiieir  commerce  for  the  time  to  come ; 
and  that  a  reasonable  and  adequate  repa- 
ration would  have  been  likewise  obtained, 
for  the  barbarities  and  inhuman  crueltjes, 
exercised  by  that  nation  on  the  British  sea- 
men, who  have  had  the  unhapJ^Bate  to  ftO 
into  thehrmeitBeaB  ha^di 
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IWdr^peilfldniii^  my  Lords,  most  bum- 
j^  Ug  ^wfe  'to  testifv  their  great  <ioiicerti 
liu^^tfey  Co'find  tnatf  by  the  Conven- 
kl  laf^  ccfncluded  betwixt  his  Majesty 
I  tbe  sing  of  Spain,  the  Spaniards  are 
k'.iWim  giving  up  their  unjust  preten- 
M  oC  a  right  to  visit  and  search  our  ships 
Ihe  American  seas^  that  this  pretension 
feeirfe  is,  amongst  many  others,  referred 
tte  fiiture  rej^ation  and  decision  of 
pdpdCentiaries,  appointed  on  each  side, 
limy  your  Petmoners  ^prehend  it  is 
Ittne  degree  admitted. 
Rmr  Petitioners  humbly  conceive,  that 
k  Ibve  too  much  cause  to  fear,  if  the 
it^reCeaded  to  by  Spain,  of  searching 
pish  ships  at  sea,  be  admitted  in  any 
iee  whiEitsoever,  that  the  trade  of  his 
My^s  subjects  to  America  will  be- 
Mftak  great  measure,  dependent  upon 
f  jostice  and  indulgence  of  the  Spa- 
ras^  6fboih  Which  they  have  given,  for 
ffe  years  past,  such  specimens,  as  they 
0J  think  this  nation  can  have  no  rea- 
ifo  be  satisfied  with* 
ptbr  lordships' Petitioners  beg  leavefur- 
ktoekjpress  their  apprehensions,  that 
I  a  precarious  situation  must  inevitably 
me  the  trade  to  the  American- seas  to 
Mnkifd   interruptions,    and    perpetual 
rtts,  as  well  as  to  severe  losses ;  and 
I'to  these  unhappy  causes,  they  hum- 
lllpprdiend,  the  present  low  state  of  the 
ISui  colonies  is  owins ;  aiid  if  the  cruel 
llment  of  the  English  sailors,  whose 
il  ftte  had  thrown  them  into  the  hands 
|he  Spaniards,  should  be  put  up  without 
rreparation,  your  lordships'  Petitioners 
■Uy  apprehend,  it  may  be  the  means  of 
trrmg  seamenfrom  undertakingvoyages 
ilmerica,  without  an  advance  of  wages, 
}A  neither  that  trade,  nor  any  other,  is 
t  to  support.  Your  lordships'  Petition- 
;Aerefore,  havine  laid  beiore  you  the 
I  hnportance  which  this  trade  is  of  to 
^aiuion  in  general,  and  to  this  city  in 
tfcalar,  thought  it  their  indispensable 
^  to  represent  to  the  parliament  the  fa- 
ooDSequences  of  leaving  the  freedom  of 
ir  navigation  and  commerce  any  longer 
l^spence  and  uhQertainty,  and  thereFore 
y  numbly  hop^  your  loraships  will  take 
ato  mature  deliberation,  and  do  therein 
0  your  great  wisdom  shall  seem  meet. 

MOrdCorfer^^.* 

if  Lords;  as  I  was  coniing  intofh^* 
Ue  a  Ffetidon  was  piit  into  my  hands, 
Bi  iliV^  nfterchiinf^  and  others  trading 
fi^d  ihftretfted  in,  the  Britidi  planta- 
rou  X.] 


tidns  in  Amerii^  in  beValCof  themselv^ 
and  many  others.     Your  Petitioners,  my 
Lords,  seem  to  be  the  more  encouraged  to 
presient  sudi  a  Petiden,  ftom  the  consl- 
deration  of  the  Resolutions  your  lordships 
came  to  last  year  upon  this  subject.    I  re- 
member, my  Lords,  that  I  had  the  honour 
to  jsvggest  some  things  to  your  lordships, 
that  put  that  matter  in  a  light  diffisrent 
from  what  it  had  ever  before  been  consi- 
dered in^  and  there  is  no  wonder,  if  all  the 
nation,  especially  those  in  it  who  are  more 
immediately  interested  in  the  commerce  of 
America,  are   surprized  at  the  variation 
the^  observe  betwixt  your  lordships'  Reso- 
lutions, and  the  terms  of  the  Convention, 
as  now  published  by  authority. — His  lord- 
ship then  proceedoa  to  open  the  Petition, 
which  set  forth.  That  the  Petitioners  had 
last  session  made  their  humble  application 
to  parliament,  setting  forth  Uie  continued 
depredations  committed  by  the  Spaniards 
on  the  high  seas  of  America,  upon  the 
British  shipping  and  property ;  their  bar- 
barous ana  inhuman  treatment  of  the  Bri- 
tish sailors  on  the  taking  of  their  ships,  and 
their  carrying  them  afterwards  into  slavery 
in  Old  Spain,  (the  Spaniards  making  it 
their  constant  practice  to  attack  and  board 
all  British  merchant  ships  they  met  with 
in  the  American  seas,  under  pretence  of 
searching  for  goods,  which  they  deemed 
cbntralM^d,  according  to  their  arbitraiy 
will  and  pleasure,  contrary  to  the  law  of 
nations,  and  in  manifest  violation  of  the 
treaties  subsisting  between  the  two  crowns) 
and  that  by  these  unjust  and  violent  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Spaniards,  the  trade  and 
navigation  to  and  from  America,  was  ren- 
dered very  unsafe  and  precarious,  inso- 
much that  the  insurances  nad  greatly  risen 
on  these  accounts  only ;  and  that  the  Pe- 
titioners having  been  heard  by  their  coun- 
sel, did,  as  they  apprehend,  fully  make  out 
in  prods,  every  one  of  the  allegations  <tf 
their  said  Petition,  to  the  entire  and  una^ 
nimous  satisfaction   of  parliament;  upon 
which  application,  the  following  Resolu- 
tions were  agreed  upon,  viz.  (Here  the 
Petitioners  recited  the  Resolutions  of  the 
preceding    session,     for    declaring    the 
rights  of  this  nation,  and  for  a^^ssi^g 
his  Majesty    to    use  his  endeavoui^  for 
the   preservation   of  those   rights ;   and 
theii   they   went   on  as  follows,  viz.) — 
That  a  Convention  had  since  been  entered 
into  between  the  crowns  of  Grreat-Britain 
knd  Spain,  which  his  Majesty  hhs  been 
most  graciously  pleased  to  ord^r  to  bo 
Uud  before  ParHament;   and   the         " 
[SX] 
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having  been  published  by  authority,  the 
petitioners  observe^  with  the  utmost  con- 
cern, that  the  Spaniards  are  so  far  from 
giving  up  their  groundless  and  unjusti- 
fiable practices,  of  visiting  and  searching 
British  ships,  sailing  to  and  from  the  Bri- 
tish plantations,  that  the^  appear  to  have 
claimed  the  power  of  domg  it  as  a  right, 
by  having  insisted  that    the  differences 
which  have  arisen  concerning  it,  should 
be  referred  to  plenipotentiaries,  to  be  dis- 
cussed by  them,  without  even  agreeing 
to  ab:»tain  from  such  visitation  and  search, 
during  the  time  that  the  discussion  qf  this 
afiair  may  last :  that  the  petitioners  are 
under  the  greatest  apDrehensions,  since 
Spain  has  contended,  tnat  a  point  so  in- 
contestably  clear,  both  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  all  the  treaties  subsisting  between 
the  two  Crowns,  should  come  under  de- 
bate, that  the  Spanish  plenipotentiaries 
will  be  instructed  not  to  give  it  up ;  and 
that  if  the  freedom  of  our  navigation  and 
commerce,  to  and  from  our  own  colonies, 
should  be  left  in  suspence,  and  in  a  preca- 
rious situation,  it  must  be  attended  with 
the  most  fatal  and  pernicious  consequences 
to  the  petitioners,  whose  persons  and  for- 
tunes will  tber^y  be  in  tne  power  of  the 
Spanish.  Guarda  Costas,  without  ^any  pros* 
pect  of  relief,  the  petitioners  having  al- 
ready too  severely  experienced  the  justice 
of  the  Spanish  ^courts  and  governors,  to 
consider  them  as  any  security ;  and  there- 
fore praying,  that   the  petitioners   may 
have  an  opportunity  of  being  heard,  and 
that  they  may  be  allowed  to  represent  to 
Parliament,  the  great  importance  of  our 
trade  to  and  from  our  own  plantations  in 
America,  the  clear  and  indisputable  right 
which  we  have  to  enjoy  it,  without  being 
stopped,  visited,  or  searched  by  the  Spa^ 
niaros,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  and 
die  certain  and  inevitable  destruction  of 
all  the  riches  and  strength  derived  to  this 
.  Jiingdoni  from  tiiat  trade,  if  a  seiirch  of 
British  ships,  sailing  to  and  from  the  Bri- 
tish plantations,  be  tolerated  upon  any 
pretext,  or  under  any  restrictions  or  limi- 
tationt:,  or  even  if  the  freedom  of  this  na^ 
vigatibn  should  continue  much  longer  in 
this  state  of  uncertainty*    And  his  lord- 
ahif^  concluded  with  a  motion,  "  That  the 
petitioners  should  be  heard  by  themselves 
or  counsel,  if  ihey  thought  fit.'^ 

TheEarlof/*/a: 

My  Lords;  I  am  very  ready  to  acknow- 
ledge the  importance  which  the  body  <kf 
m^rchaats  trading  to  America  is  of  to 


DebaUmikeLordi^imthg 


[IM4 

this  House ;  and  no  lord  ahdl  be  more 
ready  than  myself  to  concur  in  every  thing 
that  can  contribute  to  their  relie£   Bj; 
my  Lords,  I  own  to  your  lordships,  that  I 
wish  they  had  applied  for  it  in  a  more 
decent  and  dutiful  manner.    1  am  Ten 
sensible,  my  Lords,  that  it  is  the  privi^t 
of  every  man,  and  every  body  of  men,  u 
this  nation,  to  petition  the  Pariiamait: 
but  Uien,  my  Lords,  these  petitions  ought 
to  be  brought  up  in  such  a  maimer,  as 
may  shew  that  the  petitioners  have  nothio^ 
else  in  view,  tlian  to  obtain  justice,  by  the 
most  lawful  and  the  m^st  dutiful  me&iii. 
Petitioners,  my  Lords,  are  not  to  come  up 
tumultuously  to   Parliament,  as  if  tbev 
were  resolved  rather  to  force  justice,  thm 
petition  for  it.    Besides,  my  Lords,  w,:^ 
tions  of  this  kind  oueht  to  be  founded  x 
an  apprehension    which    the  petitionen 
have,  that  the  House  may  not  be  tho- 
roughly informed    of  their  rights,  bdJ 
therefore  they  humbly  beg  leave  to  exphiA 
them  more  fiuly.  The  petitions,  my  Lods, 
we  have  now  heard,  appear  calculaud  u 
serve  private  and  mean  purposes,  snd  to 
inform  us  of  things  that  have  oeen  alre»i) 
fully  debated,  and  are  thoroughly  under- 
stood.  •  There  are  no  real  facts  in  the^^ 
petitions,  but  what  must  occur  to  ereij 
lord,  when  the  Convention  shall  be  (i^ 
bated ;  and  if  the  petitioners  i^prehe^^ 
that  we  are  to  approve  of  this  Convention, 
if  it  shall  not  be  found  for  the  intere&taBi 
honour    of  the  kingdom,    I    think,  cj; 
Lords,  they  pay  but  a  very  sorry  compir; 
ment  to  your  lordsliips'  justice.    I  i^^ 
be  glad,  my  Lords,  to  know  how  th^ 
came  to  suppose  such  a  thing.    It  c;i 
proceed  from  no  good  principle :  and  last 
of  opinion,  that  it  betrays  rather  a  spirit 
of  faction,  than  of  submission  to  the  deta- 
mination  of  their  superiors.     Ho^^^* 
my  Lords,  I  am  far  from  thinkbg  tiuu  it 
may  not  be  proper  to  hear  wliat  the  Pet:- 
tinners  have  to  say  on  the  subject  of  ti^r 
Petition ;  the  consideration  of  this  Cx* 
vention  will,  no  doubt,   occasion  a  %ooi 
deal  of  enqairy  into  the    commerce  ^* 
America,  and  manner  of  navigation;  tbc^^ 
fore,  my  Lords,  I  am  very  willing  to  p'^ 
my  voice  for  their  being  heard  by  thtsn- 
selves  at  the  bar  of  your  Hou&c. 

The  Lord  Dehtoar  : 

My  Lords ;  precedents  have  di^^ 
been  thought  the  proper  giiides  toth> 
House,  in  all  noatters  ot  form ;  and  1  b;^^^ 
in  my  hand  a  precedent,  which*  in  oj 
humble  opinion,  comes  fully  up  to  ^ 
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flbir  now  before  us :  it  is,  my  Lords,  the 
Bse  of  the  British  merchanttf,  when  die 
-eaty  of  commerce  betwixt  France  and 
kieland  was  concluded,  at  the  latter  part 
fine  reign  of  queen  Anne.  Tlie  interest 
f  Great-Britain,  my  Lords,  was  as  much 
oncemed  in  t^at  question,  as  in  any  that 
as  happened  since :  we  were  then  upon, 
le  point  of  concluding  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce, whi<^  must  have  been  destructive 
r  tlie  trade  of  th»  nation,  and  raised  the 
lost  formidable  rival  of  our  power  upon 
le  ruin  of  our  merchants :  but,  my  Lords, 
i^pily  for  us,  the  genius  of  the  nation  pre- 
uled  overall  the  arts  of  a  corrupt  ministry, 
ho  had  already  sacrificed  but  too  much 
r  our  national  honour,  by  concluding  a 
eak  and  disadvantageous  peace.  The 
lerchants,  my  Lords,  were  heard  at  the 
ar  of  this  House  against  the  treaty ;  they 
iewed  how  destructive  it  would  prove  to 
ie  trade  of  this  nation,  if  ever  it  should 
ike  place  ;  and  this  House,  my  Lords, 
ad  so  much  regard  to  what  they  advanced, 
!kat  the  treaty,  at  least  those  Articles  in 
;  that  were  prejudicial  to  our  interests, 
'as  thrown  out.  But,  my  Lords,  I  do 
ot  find  by  your  lordships*  Journals,  that 
be  merchants  were  then  allowed  any 
ounsel ;  nor  do  I  remember,  for  it  hap- 
ened  in  my  time,  my  Lords,  that  they 
sked  any :  they  were  too  sensible  of  your 
irdships*  indulgence,  and  tenderness  for 
beir  interests,  to  doubt  of  their  being 
ery  safe  in  your  hands,  without  having 
bem  represented  by  lawyers.  All,  my 
x^rds,  tnat,  in  the  present  case,  we  have 

0  do,  is,  I  humbly  conceive,  to  examine 
ito  facts  ;  and  we  can  easily  judge  from 
bem,  how  far  tliis  Convention  is  for  the 
dvaoftage  of  this  kingdom.    I  do  not  see  ! 
\ie  least  occasion,  my  Lords,  for  law ;  it ' 
lay  perplex  and  puzzle,  but  it  can  never  | 
irect  nor  inform  us  in  this  case.    There-  i 
3re,  my  Lords,  especially,  as  I  conceive  ; 
bat  there  is  no  precedent  of  our  allowing  ! 
ny  in  the  like  circumstances  to  be  heard  { 
y  their  counsel,  I  think  it  will  be  sufficient : 

1  they  are  heard  by  themselves,  at  the  | 
ar  of  the  House,  as  to  the  facts  upon  ' 
rhidi  the  allegations  in  their  Petition  are 
Dunded. 

Lord  Carteret  : 

My  Lords ;  the  case  of  the  Petitioners 
5  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature  ;  so  ex- 
raordinary,  my  Lords,  that  I  do  not  be- 
ieve,  if  we  consider  it  in  all  die  lighu  it 
nQ  admit  of,  that  ever  the  like  was 
ffought  before  your  lordships,  and,  con- 


se^ently,  there  can  be  no  precedent  by 
which  we  can  determine  the  present  ^ues* 
tion.  I,  my  Lords,-  was,  it  is  true,  not 
very  old,  when  the  precedent  brou^  by 
the  noble  lord  happened :  but,  my  Lords, 
I  was  not  so  young  but  that  I  could  make 
some  observations,  that  have  been  of  use 
to  me  since ;  and  my  Lords,  give  me  leave 
to  say,  that  nothing  could  dtifer  more 
from  the  case  of  the  merchants  at  that 
time,  than  the  case  of  your  Petitioners 
now.  The  merchants  were  heard  against 
the  treaty  of  commerce,  my  Ldrds,  not  in 
consequence  of  a  Petition  to  your  lord- 
ships. My  Lords,  you  thought  fit,  when 
that  treaty  was  communicated  to  you, 
to  send  for  the  merchants;  you  ex- 
amined them ;  you  encouraged  them, 
my  Lords,  to  declare  their  grievances; 
your  lordships  yourselves  were  counsel 
for  them;  tor,  my  Lords,  you  found 
their  objections  so  strong  against  the 
treaty^  that  it  was  thrown  out.  How 
does  liiis  tally  with  the. case  now  before 
us  ?  Your  Petitioners  have  been  great 
sufferers  by  the  Spaniards,  and  they  see  a 
peace  ready  to  be  concluded,  in  which, 
they  apprehend,  not  only  their  future  in- 
terests may  be  neglected,  but  their  past 
wrongs  are  not  sufficiently  repaired.  My 
Lords,  this  makes  them  parties;  and  it 
has  ever  been  a  rule  with  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  to  hear  all  parties  by 
counsel,  when  anjr  thing  depends  before 
either  House,  which  they  conceive  may 
affect  their  properties.  It  is  true,  my 
Lords,  that  the  legislature  are  the  best 
judges  of  the  manner  in  which  the  ge- 
neral rights  of  this  nation  are  to  be  se- 
cured ;  but,  I  believe  we  shall  not  be  very 
fond  of  approving  any  measure  that  may 
encroach  upon  private  proper^.  The 
merchants  who  were  concerned  against 
the  treaty  of  commerce  with  France,  my 
Lords,  had  no  private  property  at  stake ; 
all  that  was  then  to  be  considered  was, 
how  fiir  the  trade  of  the  nation  v«rould  be 
affected  by  that  treaty ;  therefore  there 
was  no  occasion  for  counsel,  a  bare  re- 
presentation of  facts  was  sufficient  for  that 
purpose  :  but,  my  Lords,  that  is  not  suffi- 
cient now ;  there  are  many  claims  of  our 
merchants  to  be  discussed ;  we  are  to  hear 
from  them,  or  thdr  counsel,  the  grounds 
of  their  claims ;  and  we  are  to  consider 
upon  what  foundation  our  commissaries 
proceeded,  when  they  took  upon  them  to  • 
make  such  large  deductions  from  those 
claims.  My  Lords,  we  do  not  know  what 
particular  intricacies  there  may  be  insush 
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an  enquiry;  fipd>  therefore  I  cw)Dfl(t  bjift. 
thinkt  that  it  would  be  dpiog  a  piece  of 
hardship  to  the  petitioner?^  n  w»  xt£\J$»A: 
to  hear  them  in  any  nutaner.  thfit.lhey 
tlvbk'  can  best  serve  their  purpo^eB^P--- 
But»  my  Lords,  beside^  the  reascHw  I.  have 
already  advanced,  to  riiew  that  the  case 
before  us,  and  the  precedent  brought  by 
the  noble  lord,  are  noway  parallel  I  have 
asotlier  reason  for  aliowingthe  Cetitioners 
to  be  heard  by  counsel,  I  do  not  doubt» 
my  Lords,  of  our  Slaving  as  sensible  and 
aa  honest  men  among  the  Petitioners,  as 
diere  are  in  any  country :  but,  my  Lords, 
give  me  leave  to  say,  that  few  ages  and 
teff  countries  produce  such  a  man,  as  he 
who  was  the  mouth  of  our  merchants 
upon  that  occasion:  my  Lords,  where  he 
spoke,  there  was  xu>  occasion  for  counsel ; 
h^  talked,  my  Lords,  like  a  statesman,  a 
lawyer,  and  a  merchant  at  once :  I  do  not 
know,  my  Lords,  if  ever  we  had  a  greater 
man,'  in  his  way :  therefore,  my  Lords, 
unless  we  could  be  sure  of  there  being 
such  another  man  among  your  Petitioners, 
at  present,  1  think  we  ought,  by  all  means, 
to  near  them  by  counsel,  if*  they  sliould 
think  fit.  Perhaps,  my  Lords,  tliere  may 
be  no  occasion  for  it ;  perhaps,  the  infor- 
mation we  may  receive  from  themselves, 
win  be  sufficient  to  determine  us:  but, 
my  Lords,  I  think  their  case  is  so  hard, 
and  so  very  singular,  that  we  ought  rather 
to  suggest  advfioitages  to  them,  than  de- 
prive ^m  of  any  advantages  for  which 
they  may  petition  to  us. 

Lord  Delavmr  : 

My  Lords ;  It  is  next  to  impossible, 
that  any  two  cases  should  be  so  exactly 
parallel,  as  that  the  one  sliould  serve  as  a 
precedent  to  the  other  in  every  respect  i 
the  present  case,  my  Lords,  is  as  much, 
parallel .  to  the  precedent  1  .have  brought, 
as  I  bdieve,  auy  case  ever  was  to  another ; 
if  this  petition  never  had  been  presented,  1 
dare  say,  my  Lords,  we  snpuld  have 
thought  fit  to  have  heard  .what  .obr  mer- 
chants had  to  say  upon  'this  subject;  I 
think,  my  Lord^,  it  is  extredaiely  'reason- 
able that  we  should  receive  fi;om'  them  all 
the  mformation  that  is  possible ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  my  Lord^^  I  am  for  our 
proceeding  in  the  same  maiftier,  as  if  this 
petiti6n  never  had  been  brought  up.  The 
noble  lord  who  spoke  last^  must  allow, 
that  if  this  fpetidon  never  had  b^en  pre- 
sented, the  petitioners  would  have  haa  no 
right  to  daim  to  be  heard. by  counsel; 
and»  n»y  Lords,  I  dait  m^  the  koUe  lord 


wilt  B^miu  tlMl  thek  interest  wnUJna 
beeb  as  tafi^  then  as  no¥«  GanLaby  mae 
si^f  that,  when  the  treaty  of » oommerce 
with  France  wte  exi&ninecf^  the  merchaqti 
of  (jireat  Britain  were  under.any  disadvan- 
tages, in  not  being  heard  by  counsel?  Mj 
Lords,  I.  dare  say,  he  will  not.  And,  mj 
Lords,  give  me  leave  to  say,  thf^  the 
treaty  ci  commerce  was  a  sul{|ect  chat  af- 
forded as  great  room  for  lawyers  to  apeak 
upon,  as  any  thing  that  can  poeaUy  occor 
in  our  proceedings  upon  this  ConiveBtiaD. 

The  Earl  pfAUngdon: , 

My  Lordf;  I.  own  to  yonr  lordahipe, 
that  I  do  not  look  iipon  this  qiiestioD  io 
the  same  light  with  the  noble  lordvbo 
spoke  last:  1  think,  my  Lords,  a  ml 
many  things  will  come  to  be  considtod 
by  us,  when  the  Convention  shali  he  de- 
bated, that  we  cannot  learn  iroin  oar  mer- 
chants: one  of  the  most  material  paiaUcf 
di&rence  betwixt  Spain  and  us,  my  Lordi» 
is  the  right  wiiich,  it  is  plain,  thejr  daim, 
to  a  sovereignty  in  the  seas  (^America: 
this  becomes  a  question  in  the  civilJw; 
and,  my  Lords,  give  me  leave  to  say,  it  ii 
siich  a  question,  as,  I  bdieve,  few  lawjen 
we  now  have  can  pat  in  a  proper  light  for 
our  information ;  1  am  sbrif  to  say  it,  my 
Lords,  but  I  do  think,  that  the  study  of  tie 
civil. law  is  too  much  neglected  in  thii 
country;  and  I. am  afraid,  that  wfaenve 
enter  upon  that  discussion,  we  sball  be 
very  much  obliged  to  the  noble  lord  who 
sits  over  against  me,' (the  earl  of  Isia)  iod 
who  has  already  spoke  in  this  debate:  his 
lordship,  and  the  other  lords  of  his  coub« 
try,  Ibelieve  my  Lords,  know  more  of  the 
civil  law,  than  most  loirds  bi  this  couotnr 
have,  from  their  ediication,  had  opportu- 
nities of  Jcnowmg.  It  is,  mv  Lords,  a  part 
of  the  education  of  the  noblemen  and  gea- 
tlemenof  thatcountry;  andif  thenoblelordi 
of  that  countiy  8hpulahappen,to  beaHof  ooe 
mind,  wfth  regdrd'  to'  thia  point,  I donoc 
see  how  we  can  come  at  any  safficKnt 
knowledge  of  what  may  bp  aud.on  fte 
other  side  of  the  quest^:  therefore,  n^ 
Lords,  I  am  entirely  for  agreemg  to  the 
motion^  and  brantmgthe  petilpoiiea  alidK 
indulgence  wat  they  can  ask  in  ressos,  or 
we  can  grant  in  justice. 

The  Lorc{  Chi^ncettor  j^ 

MyLorda;  it  is  with  the  utqioft  plei^ 
sure  that  I  tsee  dispositions  so  fiivoaisbla 
for  the  trading  interest  of  Ibis  natmn  ore- 
vail  among  your  lordships..  Hy  Imob,  I- 
think  tbe  ooljr  ^ctetaritinn  ia  ne  pr^ 
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HMNT.lhe.  mercbonta  moat  The  resMii 
Ij^ tbe  Urq.  Qobte.  loixb.  ara  dropaxi^ 
If.Qii^t  to.  be  hmxd.  oviy.  by  themr 
iv»,  seema.tQ  be,  becauae a  plain  matter. 
buit  hooettly  U>id  by  a«  mercbant,  wiU 
ike.a.more  deep  inqnresabD  in  tbemind^ 
Icpntr^ttte  more  to  tout  lofdibipa'  in? ' 
siatianf  than.  it.  could  do  with  aU^tbe 
■pi  and  Qmheliiahmenta  of  artiiicial  oib#> 
fc  -  The  .other  lorda  aze  of  opinkki;!,  and^ 
ieed«  I  own  myself  to  be  cdf  the  same 
bi^»  tbat.the  petitioners  ought  to  be 
iaed;  no  favour  they  ciMPi.reafionahly  ask; 
I  ttet  some  points  of -law  may  arise 
iper.  for  lawyers,  to  r^r^ent.  My. 
IbIs>  it  is  troe»  tbat  at  present  I  do. not 
psee  any  paiticular.  mtricacy  of  that 
||i|  biit  it  is  as  true,  that  bogI^  a  intrii^y 
|t  acise,t  arid  therefore  I  can  see  no  in^ 
iseniencjc  attending,  our  indulging  the. 
|itioners.'in  their  request;  at  the  same 
|kl^  I  think  it  is  but  of  very  little  conse- 
|IBce»  either  one  way  or  another;  the 
WSts  of  the  petitioners  are  in  either 
Hit  safe,  when  your  lordships  are  judges ; 
i,  I.  daresay,  if  your  lordships  werc.of 
iiioo«that4>ur  complying  with  tnis  motion 
|rid  any  way  contrilmte  to  your  farther 
bnnation,  the  House  wouldunanimously 
Ipee  to  it  In  the  mean  time,  my  Lords, 
\tB  far  indulging  the.  petitioners,  if  tbe. 
UeJards  w1k>  jnade  and  supported  the 
ftioD,  shall  think  fit  to  insist  upon  it 

fthe  Earl  of  qhesterfeU  : 

My  Lords;  nobody  wiU,  I  belieTe,  sos*- 
St  my  zeal  for.  the  relief  of  our  sufiering 
Inhants.  Hieir  wronp  call  alond  for 
parslion;  and  the  nation  requires  that- 
rttroDgestsecuntir  should  fbe  given  for 
s  preservation  of  her  rights  in  time  to 
aw.  I  wish  both  these^  my  Loixb,,  may 
m  been  sufficiently  taken  care  of  in,  tbie 
Hnreation.;  but.  1 1  would. not.  anticipate 
nslord^ips'  debate  on..that  subject';  1^ 
liaot.  help  aspngf.  however,  that  to  me 
m  a  most  unfavoioable  symptom  of  its 
jisg  for, the  goo^^of  the  nation^  when  1 
aib  strong  im.  opposition. m^^.  to. it' 
Uioutdoors,  by  those  who  .are  the  moat . 
(mediately  concerned  in  its  effects* 
The  question  witk  your  lordships  is, 
thether  counsel  ought  to  be  allowed  to 

Lpetitiooera, '  or  not  '  My  Lords,  1 
^this  question,  ought  to  have  admitted 
5tio  defaidke.  If  the  petitioners  desired 
►he  heard  by  counsel,^  i  think  it  was  rea- 
liame  Chey  should^  I  thinks  my  Lorda, 
i.pmcfdart  shouW  be  broughit^to.ddtar 


them  ofaayi^ul^ence  they^  eaa^  ^^onsb 
tently  with.juafeiee»  ask.  Id^/Lorda,  S^ 
these  ai»  no  preee^^ntaia  oar  journal  foe 
hearing,  them  by.  counsel,,  we'  ought  toi 
make  a  precedent  in  this  very  case,  Stho- 
petitioners  shall  think  fit  to  insist  oo^  ita. 
being  fbr  their  advantage,  or.necess4ry  lisa.: 
■our  .better  .undersianding  theallegatJont  of: 
their,  petttion. 

But,  my  Lords,  h  owa  oftyjBdf  to.  beao- 
far^of  the  noble  Lord!a  opimon  who.spok^ 
last,  that  it  is  a  very  indifferent^  matter  t<^ 
the  petitionera  whether  Jthey  are-heard  >  by  • 
ccransel  or  not  I  cauv  see.  W  advantagit- 
that  counsel  can  be.  to. them  in. their  pi}a»'  , 
sent,  situation.  Lawyers,  my  Lords,  caO' 
be  of  no  service  in  giving  us  either,  clearer  • 
or  truer,  information;  imd,  n^.  Lords,  tfi: 
we  sincerely  want  to  know,  the  truth,  and; 
nothing  but  the  truth,  we  are.  to  hearJt. 
from  the  mouths  of  the  merchants  the|n* 
selves  ;  because,  my  Lords,  it  ia  their  jn» 
terest.  to  speak  truth,  and  interestnesvaBr- 
lies.  Let.  us,  therefore,  my  Lords,  hear, 
them  by  themselves,;  and  I  daresay,  your, 
lordships  will. find  that  their  grievancea^ 
have  been  of  such  a  nature,  as  to  require^ 
no  embellishments  of  language  to  recom-' 
mend  them  to  your  lordships'  considenition* 
I  dare  say  iiirther,  tbat  .your  lordships,  at 
the  same  time,  will  find  the  necessity,  of^ 
our  future  security  so  plainly  pointed:  out* 
as  to  stand  in  need. of  no. terms  of  law- to- 
prove  it  Thus,  my  Lords,  we  shell  hear^ 
the  language  of  the  heart,  a  language  y^'e-^ 
may  safely  trust  to ;  a  language,  my  Lords^ 
which  I  am  afraid  ha^  been  iitUe^tallDedy* 
has  had  but  little  influence  in  theconfer- 
enoes  that  preceded  this  Convention*  As . 
for  counsel,  my  Lords,  if  it.be  found  .ne- 
cessary, the  petitioners  are  still  ait  liberty., 
to  apply  for  it.:  But.1  say,  my  Lords,  le^ 
us  in  the  mean  time  hear,  the  merchants^ 
<themaelves,  and  if  justice  shaU be  denied' 
them  where  justice  is  ^cpected,  alltfael^ 
kinffdom,  my  LG|:da|  allGtfeat  Britaia  w^ 
be  dfteir  counsel. 

'  The  question  beiijgthepput^  That  the^ 
petitioners .  be  heard^  bjr  t^episelves  at  th^^^^ 
bar  of  tfie^  House,  'wh(Bn  the.  C.onveDti,q|)j, 
shal]  be  read  a  second  time,  it  w^^;una-  . 
nimously  agreed  to.^  The  Lords ^ha^fjngi. 
heard  the  merchaijts  upon ,  thpir"p^|iijqj^^ 
against  th^  Convention,  and  paving  .ex-^ 
amined  several  witn^^s^.  appoiptj^iy .  tptftV 


Idt  of  Mar^K.for  t^mifenfi%  wtp^^W^ 
consideration  tlfe,saia  Qoi^ye^f^i^^ 

1  *  From  the  London  Magazioe. 
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MHM^  the  Cowoenthnmik  SpainJ}  Feb. 
50.  A  PetitioB  of  dhren  merchantSy  plant- 
€18,  and  others  tra^ng  to  and  interested 
in  the  BntiBh  plantations  in  America^  in 
behalf  of  themsehres  and  manj  others, 
was  presented  to  the  Commons  and  read  ; 
Aemogy  **  That  the  petidoners  made  their 
most  humble  apfrfication  to  this  House  the 
hist  siession  of  peurliament,  setting  forth  the 
continued  depredations  committed  by  the 
Spooiards  on  the  hi^  seas  of  America 
upon  ttte  British  shipping  and  property, 
th^r  barbarous  and  imuman  treatment  of 
tlM  Briti^  sailors  on  the  takir^^  of  their 
ships,  and  their  camryin^  them  afterwards 
into  slavery  in  Old  Spain,  (the  Spaniards 
making  it  their  constant  practice  to  attack 
and  board  all  Britisli  merchant  ships  they 
met  with  in  the  American  seas,  under 
pretence  of  searching  for  goods,  which 
thejr  deemed  contraband,  according  to 
their  arbitrary  will  and  pleasure,  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  nations,  and  in  mani- 
fest violation  of-the  treaties  subsisting  be- 
tween the  two  crowns,)  and  that  by  these 
unjust  and  violent  proceedings  of  the 
S^paniards,  the  trade  and  navigation  to  and 
from  America,  was  rendered  very  unsafe 
and  precarious,  insomuch  that  the  insur- 
ances had  greatly  risen  on  these  accounts 
only ;  and  Uiat  the  petitioners  having  been 
heard  by  tlieir  counsel  before  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House,  did,  as  they  appre- 
hend, fully  make  out  in  proofs  every  one 
of  the  allegations  of  their  said  petition,  to 
the  intire  and  unanimous  satisfaction  of  the 
House,  upon  which  application  this  House 
came  to  tne  following  Resolutions :  [Here 
follow  the  Reso]ution8,for  whidi  seep.728»3 
—That  a  Convention  hath  since  been  en- 
tered into  between  this  crown  and  that  of 
Spain,  which  his  Majesty  has  been  most 
sraciously  pleased  to  order  to  be  laid  be- 
fore this  House  ;  and  the  same  being  pub- 
lislwd  by  authority,  the  petitioners  observe 
with  the  utmost  concern,  that  the  Spa- 
niards are  eio  har  from  giving  up  their 
groundless  and  unjustififlhle  practice  of 
visiting  and  searching  British  ships  sailing 
to  and  from  the  British  plantations,  that 
they  appear  to  have  claimed  the  power  of 
doing  It  as  a  right,  by  having  insisted  that 
the  difierences  which  have  arisen  concern- 
ing it  should  be  referred  to  plenipotentia- 
ries, to  be  discussed  by  them,  without  even 
agreeing  to  abstain  from  such  visitation 
and  search  during  the  time  that  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  atair  may  last ;  that  the 
petitionee  are  under  the  greatest  appre- 
iiensions,  smce  Spain  has  contended,  that 
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apointooinconCestably  daarbodi  hji^ 
lawofnatimisandall  the  treaties  nwiBt- 
ing  between  the  two  crowns,  should  come 
veSitt  debate,  that  the  Spanish  plenipo- 
tentiaries will  be  instmctei  nottogiveit 
up ;  and  if  the  freedom  of  our  nanrigation 
to  and  from  our  own  colonies  should  be 
left  in  BuqMmce,  and  precarioua,  it  must 
be  attended  with  the  most  fatal  and  per- 
nidous  consequences  to  the  petitioners, 
whose  persons  and  fortunes  will  therebj 
be  in  the  power  of  the  Spanidi  Guards 
Costas,  without  any  [nroqiect  crf'^riief,  tiie 
petitioners '  having  already  too  aeverehr 
experienced  the  justice  of  the  Spanish 
courts  and  governors,  to  4:onsider  them  a« 
any  security;  and  therefore  praying,  thst 
the  petitioners  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
being  heard,  and  thst  they  maybe  allowed 
to  represent  to  this  House  the  great  im- 
portance of  our  trade  to  and  frona  <nir  owd 
plantations  in  America,  the  dear  and  in- 
disputable right  which  we  have  to  enjoy  it, 
witnout  being  stopped,  visited,  or  searched 
by  the  Spaniards  on  any  pretence  whatso- 
ever, and  the  certain  and  inevitable  de- 
struction of  all  the  ridies  and  strength  de- 
rived to  this  kingdom  firom  that  trade,  if  s 
search  of  British  ^ips  sailing  to  and  from 
the  British  {dantatioois  be  tolerated  upon 
any  pretext,  or  under  any  restrictions,  or 
even  if  the  freedom  of  diis  navigattion 
should  continue  much  longer  hi  this  state 
of  incertainty." 

This  Petition  was  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee, 
wlio  were  to  consider  of  the  ConventioD: 
and  that  the  Petitioners,  if  they  thought 
fit,  might  be  heard  upon  their  Petition, 
by  themselves,  before  tne  said  Comaniltee: 

The  Sheriffit  of  London  presetted  to  the 
House  a  Petition  of  the  lora-mayor,  alder- 
men, and  commcms;  idiich  Petition  set 
forth,  **  That  the  citizens  of  Ik^ou  sre 
too  deeidy  interested  in  iHiatever  afieois 
the  traae  of  this  nation,  not  to  eatpjtess  the 
utmost  anxiety  for  the  wdfioBof  tnat  onlj 
source  of  our  riches ;  and  it  is  with  a  coft- 
oem  the  Petitioners  are  uni&le  to  expitsi, 
that  they  perceive  the  trade  to  his  Ms* 
jesty's  American  colonies  still  oontinua 
exposed  to  the  insults  of  the  Spaniards, 
who,  under  unwarrantable  and  nijurioiis 
pretences,  continue  to  stop,  seardi,  and 
make  prizes  of  Britidi  vessds  navigating 
the  American  seas,*  in  manifest  yidstioo 
of  the  treaties  subidstingbetween  the  two 
crowns;  and  that  the  FetitioDers  appre> 
bend  that  the  trade  fran  th^e  his  Ms- 
}etty*8  kingdoms  to  his  Asaerican  oohmies 
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k  of  the  utmost  importttioe,  an 
the  only  profitable  trade  this  nation  no«r 
eojojrs  unrivalled  bj  others ;  and  thai  the 
Petitioners  were  induced  to  hope,  from 
hu  Majesty's  known  goodness  and  pa- 
teroal  care  of  his  subjects,  supported  by 
the  vigorous  Resolutions  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament,  and  the  equipment  of  a 
very  powerful  fleet,  that  his  Majesty's 
traaing  subjects  in  the  seas  of  America, 
as  well  as  in  all  other  parts  of  the  ocean, 
would  not  only  have  received  a  full  satis- 
faction for  their  lostes  occasioned  by  the 
depredations  of  Spain,  but  also  an  un- 
doubted security  for  their  commerce  for 
the  time  to  come;  and  that  a  reasonable 
and  adequate  reparation  would  likewise 
have  been  obtained  for  the  barbarities  and 
inhuman  crudties  exercised  by  that  nation 
on  the  English  seamen  who  have  had  the 
unhi4>piness  of  falling  into  Uieir  merciless 
hands;  and  expressing  their  great  con- 
cern and  siuprize  to  find  by  the  Conven- 
tion ]atel}r  concluded  between  his  Majestv 
and  the  king  of  Spain,  that  the  Spaniards 
are  80  fiur  from  giving  up  their,  as  the  Pe- 
titioners apprehend,  unjust  pretensions  of 
a  right  to  visit  and  search  our  ships  in  the 
seas  of  America,  that  this  pretension  of 
tlieirs  is  among  others  referred  to  the  fu- 
ture regidation  and  decision  of  plenipoten- 
tiaries fmpointed  pn  each  side,  whereby 
the  Petitioners  apprehend  it  is  in  some  de- 
gree admitted ;  and  that  the  Petitioners 
conceive  they  have  too  much  cause  to  fear, 
if  the  right  pretended  to  bv  Spain  of 
•earching  British  ships  at  sea  be  admitted 
in  any  degree  whatsoever,  that  the  trade 
of  his  Majes^'s  subjects  to  America  will 
become  so  precarious,  as  to  depend  in  a 
great  measure  upon  the  Indulgence  and 
justice  of  the  Spaniards,  of  both  which 
they  have  given,  for  some  years  past,  such 
specimens,  as  the  Petitioners  thinx  tlus  nap 
tion  can  have  no  cause  to  be  satisfied  with ; 
and  expressing  the  apprehensions  of  the 
Petitioners^  that  such  a  precarious  situa- 
tion as  this  is,  vnffAt  inevitably  expose  the 
trade  to  the  American  seas,  to  continual 
interruptions  and  alarms,  as  well  as  seve- 
ral losses;   and  that  to  these  unhappy 
causes,  the  Petitioners  apprehend  the  pre- 
sent low  state  of  the  British  colonies  in 
America  may  in  a  great  measure  be  attri- 
buted ;  and  if  the  cruel  treatment  of  the 
Engli^  sailors,  whose  hard  fate  has  thrown 
tliem  into  the  bands  of  the  Spaniards, 
should  be  put  op  without  any  reparation, 
the  Petitioners  i^rehend,  it  may  be  the> 
■ieans  of  detenpng  seaB^pa.  from  under- 
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_  voyages  to  ^e  seas  of  America, 
without  an  advance  of  wages  which  that 
trade,  or  any  other,  will  not  be  able  to 
support;  and  that  the  Petitioners  there- 
fore having  laid  btfore  this  House  the 
high  irapK»rtance  this  trade  is  of  to  the 
kingdom  inseneral,  and  this  city  in  partis 
cular,  thou^t  it  their  indiq[>ensab]e  duty 
to  represent  to  this  House  the  fiital  conse* 
^uences  of  leavinf^  the  freedom  of  naviga- 
tion any  longer  m  suspence  and  uncer- 
tainty; and  therefore  expressing  their 
hope,  that  this  House  will  take  it  into  ma-  . 
tute  deliberation,  and  do  therein  as  to  the 
House  shall  seem  meet." 

Which  Petition  was  referred  to  the  same 
Committee* 

A  Petition  of  the  master,  wardens,  assis- 
tants, and  commonalty  of  the  society  of 
merchants  adventurers  within  the  city  of 
Bristol,  under  their  common  seel,  was  ure^ 
sented  to  the  House,  and  read :  which  Pe- 
tition being  the  same  in  substance  as  that 
of  the  West  India  merchants  just  recited, 
was  referred  to  the  same  Comnuttee* 

A  Petition  of  the  several  persons  whose 
names  were  thereunto  subscribed,  owners 
and  fireighters  of  two  British  ships  taken 
Irir  the  subjects  of  his  Catholic  majesty, 
after  the  signing  of  the  preliminary  Arti- 
cles of  Peace  by  the  two  contending 
powers,  Qreat  Britain  and  Spain,  in  be- 
half of  themselves  and  the  rest  of  the  suf- 
ftrers,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
raad ;  setting  forth,  **  That  one  oi  the 
aforesaid  shms,  called  the  Betty  Gaily, 
commanded  by  Richard  Copithome,  was 
taken  on  the  Sdth  of  June  1727,  N.  S.  in 
the  Mediterranean  sea,  on  her  voyage  from 
Messina,  by  a  Spanish  privateer  under 
Turidsh  colours,  after  five  hours  engage- 
ment, wherein  thfeeof  his  men  were  kdled, 
the  Petitioner  Richard  Copithome  and 
three  mora  wounded,  and  n>r  nine  days 
kept  naked;  and  after  other  inhuman 
usage,  the  siid  ship  was  carried  into  Ma- 
laga, and  on  the  14th  of  October  following 
was  there  condemned ;  and  that  the  other 
shb,  called  the  Loyal  Gaily,  commanded 
by  William  Pugsley,  was  also  taken  on  the 
said  Sdth  of  June  1727,  N*  S.  in  the  same 
seas,  crn  her  voyage  firmn  Leghorn,  by  ano- 
ther privateer,  and  carried  into  Malaga, 
and  on  the  14th  of  October  following  wm 
also  condenmed;  and  that  the  preliminary 
Articles  were  signed  at  Paris  the  Slst  of 
May  1727,  N.  S.'which  was  29  days  before 
.the  said  ships  were  taken ;  and  upon  d^s 
.19th  of  .Juna:1727,  his  Catholic. migertf 
accqrtedand  signtA  the  said  Fkeliininariesi 
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«nd'«pdn  fh^ ^d  fiffiOwing  UllhcAtilitt^ 
'd^ksea  tit  Gibrtdtar  and  the  cliftip  of  St. 
>Rdche ;  Md  upbh  the  '€6th  *(if  the  Idole 
ittotlth,  the  ces!)iWtT(m*of  ^inswfis  published 
'dn  bo^i'd  the  i)i^h  *Aeel,  and  fkm  at  the 
l^mfe  day  hi  Malhgtt ;  irrld  th«t  the  Peti- 
timiferb  {tpprehehA  Yhe/y^  af  e  emitted  to  sa- 
fl8fiicti6Yi,  te  bd»^  eif^e^sly  pi^vided  ibr 
%  the  ^h  and  TOi  Aitides  of  the  P^li- 
^iftiHed  in  the  fcdk^iiig  words:  Aitide 
•Ml.  '  Ihihiedidtety  aftc«r  the  stgnitfg  of  the 
"^  ^Vesem  Attldle,  sil  hoStifitieft  whatsofever, 

<  If  ainy  have  h^ffen^  to  be  bo^un,  shall 
^^^eiise ;  And,  ^t^ith  i^pect  to  Spam,  whihhi 

<  eight  days  after  I116  CtttfiKdic  uiajesty  shall 
^  IftiVe V^efcfeivefd  ifie  ffiMeA  Articles.'  Ar- 
ticle 7th.  *  If  after  Uie  signing  of  ^ese 

*  •pi^Uminariesy  any  diistiiHbfancc^  should 
^  happen  to  be  rft&M,  under  aln3r  pretext 
'<  whatsocfver,  or  aets  of  hbstHhies  com- 

<  mitt^id  betwe^  the  sfobj^cts  of  the  con- 

*  ^ttctinc  povt^ers,  either  in  Europe  or  in 
*■  ^e  liroies,  they  sliali  by  joint  assistance 
'tepfthr  1^   damagi^  sustaiited  by  their 

<  TeBped&^  tsul^ectfi^'  And  Urat  mquent 
flpphtfttions  have  been  made  in  the  most 
Tesp(e«^l  manner  by  the  Petitioners^  who 
have  hitherto  received  no  satisfkctiohy  al- 
tfldugh  they  have  given  in  dieir  reffiective 
damis  upon  oath,  conformable  to  tne  xMe- 
itiM  prescribed  for  that  purpose  in  the 
London  Gazette  of  thb  9ih  of  April  17S0; 
imd  tftat  this  Pethiiduers  fekr  they  are  ex- 
'duded  from  toy  sfttiiiftrction  by  the  pre- 
sMit  Conventioii,  they  haVing  lately  been 
hifonb^  by  a  message  from  oile  of  the 
emnminairmsj  thaith^  king  of  Spain  would 
vol  allow  of  iny  daims  to  he  g'tkydy  but  for 
■such  Aifips  dhly  as  W6re  tflkm  in  Burop^ 
tAer  the  2A  of  Jvifyi  17^,  N.  S.  and  there- 
ItoK  0tiiyhi|^  tha  Hou^e  to  takfe  the  faard- 
Jn^pS  ui%  PMttlOiffiTs  labour  undar  intd  oon- 
MerftHitt)  thai  tti^  may  have  sach  asssit- 
aenee  and  raii^oi  wk  case  requires^  and  as 
to  tiia  Hous^  shall  seem  meet.'' 

Thfl  Pc^titm  was  Hkiewte  referred  to 
me  same  ^^oiiimittee. 

F^b.  2ft  A  Petition  of  die  Metiidianto 
MM^  Mm  AlitMn  ^  LIVehpdol  to  His 
Mifssty'ii  {flantantRfe  hi  Ameircity'  oh  be- 
inlf  df  thiftniftei^es  lifid  ttai^  oim6  btm- 

Gflrlira  iff  thht  tnHte|  WM  ptlBiatitad ;  SM- 
lii^  nnth  tile  ^atff^  In  pairpdttriiid  mamitfr 
lis  tlifll  i0ff  ihb  W(dft  ihdfa  mfeicMitits*' 

CIHM'WnRk'V  a  l^ftftraRf  of  9WI|^  FfetfCCT^ 
RMkftll  Faft*,  TMnte  lliM^  ttid  Thiftrihs 
lIllMni  w  BnSt^  ^^Uteri  of  tfia  skip  'Sft*, 
fmk\  <Mk>h  Tatitfliltf  nMs^)  bi  Mndf  ^ 
"fiMIMtt^CJi^  Itea  Itfiaiv  uMMMed  ul^  ^Had 


iMiiled;  settiag  fortlr,  ««  TfaUt  on  tfaelsi 
dav  of  June  17S8,  the  said  diipasifedfbllt 
litdto  from  the  isihod  df  Jittanca,  dhrecdy 
for  the  port  ctf  Bnstbly  btity  after  attempt- 
mg  ^tte  windwanl  passage  for  about  IT 
da}^  without  siBccess,  was  obl%ed  ^o  re* 
turn  and  make  her  voyage  tirrocigh  the 
igulf  df  Florida;  aisd  on  thefi9th  of  the 
same  month,  'in*the  hoHdde  of  M  degreeti 
and  28  inlnutes,  as  die  said  ship  was  pro* 
eaeding  on  sadi  her  voy%e,  and  beio^ 
then  Mahout  55  leagues  dittant  Iran  the 
w^t  eo(d  of  the  isle  of  Cuba,  she  was  with 
her  whole  caigo  seiseed  by  a  BpanUi  msa 
of  war,  and  carridd  into  tiie  Havannsli, 
there  omtdevlndA  its 'a  prise,  oontmy,  as 
the  P^titiitoers  presome,  to:die  law  of  na- 
tions and  the  suMiStiaatnMties;  the  value 
of  which  laid  ship  and  car^»  aft  the  time 
of  such  seizure,  as  the  Petitioiiera  ai^  ad- 
vised, was  9,000/.  sterfa'ng  and  iqiward^:; 
and  that  the  m^terand  marfnera  of  the 
same  ship  were  impris6ned,  and  osiierwiie 
most  mhuroanly  treated  by  the  capton, 
and  carried  by  them  into  Old  Spain,  where 
the  said  master  yet  continues  a  prisoner ; 
and  dierefbte  praying  the  HeoSe  to  take 
the  premisses  into  considorationy  heartLe 
Petitioners  by  themadves  or  coeonaeJ,  and 
grant  such  relief  thereupon,  as  to  the 
House  shall  aeem  meet." 

And  also  a  Petitioa  of  die  Thiateesfor 
estaMishing  the  colony  of  G«ovgia  in  Arae- 
riea,  was  presented;  setting  fortby  •*  That 
his  Miijesty,  \^  his  royal  charter  bearing 
date  die  9th  of  June  175^  granted  t<)  die 
PMttibn^re  and  thdr  successors  tkit  ever, 
Sbv«n  u^dhided  parts  of  di  thoae  ted^, 
ctmntriM,  and  i^erHtdHea  in  tfiafe  pan  of 
South  eatvlikia  fto  Anfmica,  widlch  lies 
ifrom  the  mdst  ndrihem  jStraam  of  the  8b- 
v&nhah  rfv^r^  all  kTong  thesoac^asc  to  the 
southW6td^  unto  the  mostfMMitiierti  atream 
df  the  Alfttamilha  river,  and  westward  from 
lib  headi  of  thfe  said  rivers  in  dtitMTt  Nncs 
td  the  SdUth  Sedft,  #idl  thb  telsada  in  die 
sea  lyftig  dppddte  td  die  adittim  ooast  of 
ttt^  tald  hnAsi  within  90  lehga^  of  thfc 
tefl^;  «11  Which  his  Majesty  dlietfl^  made, 
A«eted,  Mad  cHeated  bVIe  ifid6(leriidbeat  and 
Wp^A^  pHivtActi'hf  ttk  liSille  of  G^rgH : 

tHilt  sMm  h^d  asttdk^  (dte  httei«i(fr  of 

the  tJdf^t  W^vld^  (ri^hdl  pM  dfdie  saMi 

Hk^tSf^fl^  td'dK^  P^'ddni^  by  in. 
dCflldfe  bHdthglhtte  tire  28th  offwfuarv 
1^96,  gthitSi  ited  i^ldsed  all  tis  ri^ 
flw  VH^pft^  in  ttit  tttfdMdftfd  ^igiltl  pait 

t#  Qidtm,  inr*diKfr  iMtt^  mmn  tb  tbt 

*•  ^F^»^»waww*a»     ^^laaa  vss v*a    ^nwa^^v^^pa^  w^^    ^m  ^  ^^»  9 
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od  that  Ifc*  fravinoe   of  Geovgm  Mi 
raited  to  tbe  petitaoaon  in  tnut  for  ae^ 
ling  and  onlabliihing  a  regular  colony  io 
le  touthem  fronlien  of  Carolina,  and  noC 
v  any  benefit  or  profit  whatsoever  to  the 
etitionerg ;    and   that   by   divert  sumt 
f  money   granted   by  parliament    for 
lis  puqKiae,  and  by  voluntary  contri- 
utions,  the  netitionera  have  been  ena- 
led  to   aeoa   at   several    times    poor 
fitish  Bub|ects»  and  foveign  nerseeuted 
id  other  Protestants,  to  settle  m  Georgia, 
ho,  as  well  as  others  that  went  thither  at 
leir  own  expence,  have  erected  houses 
id  cohivateo  lands  in  s^vseral  parts  of  the 
rovinoe,  and  particularly  in  the  northern 
ad  southern  parts  thereof;  and  whereas 
18  letter  from  M.  Geraldino  (then  agent 
>r  the  king  of  Spain)  to  his  grace  the 
uke  of  Newcastle,  bearing  date  the  ^Ist 
f  September  17S6,  (a  copw  whereof  waa 
int  to  the  petitioners  by  the  command  of 
er  late  majesty  when  guardian  of  the 
iDgdom,  for  the  petitioners'  answer  there- 
»)  it  is  asserted,  that  the  colony  of  Geor- 
ia,  being  to  the  southward  of  the  colony 
f  Cardioa,  ia  without  dispute  on  the  ter* 
itoriesofthe  King  his  roaster;  andwhere- 
8  by  a  Convention  between  Great  Britain 
ad  Spain  concluded  at  the  Pardo  the  14th 
f  January  last,  N.  S.  it  is  amed,  that  the 
^ulation  of  the  limits  of  A>rida  and  Ca» 
olina  should  be  committed  to  plenipoten- 
aries  to  confer  and  finidlv  regulate  the 
espective  pretensions  of  the  two  crowns, 
ccordibg  to  the  treaties  therein  men- 
oned;  that  theiefere  the  petittoners,  in 
ischarge  of  that  great  tri^  which  his 
lajesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
ipose  in  them,  and  being  fuUy  satisfied  of 
)e  undoubted  rifjb/t  and  title  of  thecsown 
^  Great  Britain  to  the  said  province  of 
^^orgia^  thmk  it  their  indispensable  dut^ 
>  lay  this  state  of  their  ca^e  before  this 
^ouse,  and  to  implore  their  protection  in 
ehalf  <^this  part  of  the  dominiona  of  the 
rovQ  of  Great  Britain  in  America,  in- 
usted  to  the  care  of  the  Petitioners ;  and 
bo  in  behalf  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  in 
'^fgia,  tor  whose  safety  and  wel&re  the 
^tioneis  are  deeply  concerned. 
SoBie  doubts  arising  in  the  House  whi- 
ter the  meMhuts  should  be  he^  by 

^COUBSd, 

Mr.  Alderman  Perry  qpoU  to  tfac  fol- 

owingefect: 

Sir;  fiom^ha 
ffo  now  rmtfc  . 
eotedtousb/ 

IVOL.X.] 
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with  Spauv;  firem  ^  rank  andrl^araotea 
of  the  several  petitioners;  andfroBoithealt 
legations  set  mrth  in  tte  petition  that  ii 
now  before  us;  we  have  great  reason,  I 
think,  to  conclude,  that  our  Convention  ia 
far  firom  being  such  a  one  as  it  ought  to 
be*  From  the  great  and  conaideraUe  bo- 
dies of  merchants  that  have  petitioned^  or . 
are  preparing  to  petition  Mainst  it»  an4 
from  our  seeing  not  so  much  as  one  peti* 
tion  in  its  fiwrour,  we  must  conclude,  that 
the  whole  body  <^  our  merchants  think  it 
a  most  dishonourable,  disadvantageeua 
and  dangerous  treaty.  On  the  other  nand» 
Sir,  we  ought  in  charity  to  believe,  thai 
our  ministen  who  i^gociated  this  Con* 
vendon,  and  our  ministers  who  advised  hia 
Majesty  to  ratify  it,  thought  it  either  a 
good  one,  or  at  least,  the  best  that  our 
present  circumstances  would  permit  us  to 
insist  on.  Therefere,  when  this  Convene 
tion  comes  to  be  examined  in  this  House» 
we  ouffht  to  consider  ourselves  as  judges 
inaniBSur  in  which  the  whole  body  of 
our  merchants,  planters  and  sailors  are 
plaintifli,  and  our  ministers  and  neeocia^ 
tors  defendants ;  and  in  an  a£&ir  of  such 
importance,  an  a&ir  in  which  th^  partiea 
concerned  are  of  so  great  consequence^ 
surely  it  will  be  allowed,  that  it  behovea 
us  not  <mly  to  have  the  best  information 
both  aa  to  matters  of  right  and  matters  of 
fact,  but  also  to  have  all  the  proofs  and 
arguments  that  can  be  brought  upon  either 
si&  of  the  question,  stated  and  laid  before 
us  in  the  moat  methodical,  the  fullest,  and 
the.  clearest  lightb 

H  For  this  reaaon.  Sir*,  it  is,  I  think,  abso^ 
lutely  necessary  for  us,  not  only  to  r^br 
this  petition  tcthe  committee  who  are  to 
consider  of  the  Convention,  which  I  am 
oonfid^it  no  gentleman  will  oppose ;  but  I 
likewise  think  it  absolutdv  necessaiy  to  air 
low  the  petitioners  to  be  heard  before  thai 
committee,  either  bv  themselves  or  coun* 
sd,  with  regard  to  this  Convention,  which 
they  so  heavily,  and  I  ain  afraid,  so  reason* 
ably  complain  of;  and,  if  our  ministere 
and  negodators  have  a  mind  to  justify 
their  proceedings,  they  may  movei  or  get 
one  to  move  for  them,  that  counsel  may  al 
the  smne  time  be  hesjrd  in  fWour  of  thib 
child  of  theirs,  which,  like  other  monstroua 
births^  is  in  somto  danger  of  being  smo« 
thered  upon,  its  first  appearance  in  the( 
worid.  As  I  have  no  intimate  oonespond«^ 
ence  with  them,  nor  with  any  one  of  them^ 
I  cannot  pretend  to  guess  at  uliat  thejT 
misif  inthjsoasexiesoftyeon;  but;a8lhav^ 
Jwaip  had  a  .gbod  oerfe^^imdwieo  witif 
r3Y] 
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dur  merchants  and  plantera,  I  may  ven- 
ture to  say,  that  such  of  them  as  are  now 
supplicants  at  our  bar,  will*  be  glad  of  be- 
ing adniitted  to  be  heard  by  tl^ir  oounsel 
upon  this  occasion ;  and  will  be  far  from 
^udginff  any  expence,  that  may  be  ne- 
oessan^  for  giving  us  a  full  and  clear  view 
of  the  important  a£BBur  that  is  soon  to  come 
before  us :  therefore  I  shaD  conclude  what 
I  am  to  say  upon  the  present  occasion, 
with  a  moUon  to  this  eiSect,  '<<  That  the 
IPetition  now  presented  to  us  be  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  who  are  to  consider  of 
<he  Convention  between  Great  Britain  and 
f^ain,  concluded  at  the  Pardo,  Jan.  14, 
1739,  N.  8.  and  the  separate  articles  be- 
longing thereunto,  with  the  several  ratifi- 
cations thereof;  and,  that  the  petitioners, 
if  they  think  fit,  be  heard  upon  Uieir  Peti- 
tion, either  by  themselves  or  counsel,  be- 
fore the  said  Committee.*' 

This,  Sir,  I  take  to  be  so  reasonable  a 
proposition,  that  I  hope,  no  gentleman  will 
oppose  it.  However,  before  J  make  my 
motion,  1  shall  beg  leave  to  observe,  that 
in  all  trials  at  law,  even  in  criminal  trials, 
where  by  the  common  method  of  proceed- 
ing, counsel  are  not  admitted  to  be  heard, 
wherever  a  point  of  law  comes  to  be  dis- 
puted, counsel  are  always  admitted  to 
speak  to  such  points  for  the  better  in- 
formation of  the  judges ;  and  yet)  I  hope 
i  may  be  allowed  to  presume,  that  our 
judges,  especially  of  late  years,  are  as 
much  masters  of  the  laws  of  their  country, 
as  the  several  members  of  this  House  can 
be  supposed  to  be  of  the  law  of  nations, 
and  or  the  several  rights  and  privileges 
which  are  founded  upon  that  law,  or  upon 
the  particular  treaties  now  subsisting  be- 
tween us  and  Spain.  Therefore,  when  any 
such  right  or  privilege  comes  to  be  dis- 
t>uted  before  us,  there  is  at  least  as  great 
a  necessity  for  admitting  counsel  to  be 
heard  Upon  such  points  for  our  informa- 
tion, as  there  can  be  for  admitting  counsel 
to  be  heard  upon  any  point  of  law  for  the 
information  or  our  judges. 

If  we  attend,  Sir,  to  the  petition  now 
upon  our  table,  we  shall  from  thence  see, 
that  when  the  Convention  comes  to  be 
taken  into  consideration,  there  are  several 
matters  of  right  thiit  nfust  be  enquired 
intd,  and  some  of  them  may,  perhaps,  be 
disputed  even  by  some  gentlemen  in  this 
House.  We  niow  that  the  Spaniards 
have  lately  pretended  to'  a  riffht;  to  visit 
and  seai^  British  shipto,  saiung  to 
ftom the  Britiah plantations':  tiusis a 


^, 


Debate  in  ike  Coummmi  m  ^ 

which  I  believe  na 
House  wtU  pretend  to  justify ;  hmm 
as  the  Spaniards  do  pretend  Ur  jon^ 
or  at  least  have  exercised  it,  it  is  a  psia 
right  which  ought  to  be  fuUv  cn^al 
into,  before  we  can  judge  of  the  Csos 
tion.  But  there  is  another  poiAtafi^ 
or  law  that  will,  I  believe,  be  damteic 
in  this  House,  and  that  is,  W&ether 
right  of  visiting  and  searching  our  dji|i 
the  open  seas,  which  the 
claim  to,  is  not  in  some  d^^ 
by  us,  by  our  agreeing  to  refer  this 
tension  of  theirs  to  the  fixtUTer^ulaMl 
plenipotentiaries  ?  for  if  there  is  the  i 
ground  even  for  the  Spaniards  to  ailsi 
that  we  have  by  such  reference  in  mf 
gree  admitted  of  this  pretenaian,  m 
every  gentleman  who  hu  a  regard  far 
honour  and  happiness  of  his  countiy, 
condermi  atfeaty  which  gives  tfaeSMs 
any  ground  to  say  so.  And  whetasr  1 
may  not  from  this  treaty  have,  or  pM 
to  have  some  ground  for  saying  so^ 
point  of  right  which  the  petitioneni 
to  apprehend,  and  which  aeversl  |a 
men  in  this  House,  as  well  as  1,  tiunl 
have  reason  to  apprehend,  though  ov 
prehensioniB  will  certunly  be 
groundless,  by  all  those  who  ar 
of  the  Convention.  But  as  this  is  a.| 
which  will,  and  must  be  judged  ef  h 
reigners  as  well  as  by  us,  we  ougfattoi 
it  fully  argued,  before  we  pass  any  ji 
ment  upon  it. 

As  this  point  in  particular,  Sir, 
upon  the  law  of  nations,  said  nput 
construction  diat  is  usually  put  upsa 
liminary  articles  or  conventions,  we 
not  suppose  that  the  petitioners  am  i 
ble  Of^  giving  us  any  light  into  diis  i 
and  therefore,  if  it  were  but  for  tbea^ 
diis  point  only,  we  ought  to  allow  Ae 
be  heard  by  their  counsel  upon'thii  i 
sion.    There  may  be  other  points  off 


which  ought  to  be  enquired  into 
lieve  there  are  several  odiers  which 
ought  to  insist  on,  as  the  undoubtedly 
and  privil^es  of  this  nation ;  and  j^ 
general  reference  contained  in  this  <" 
vention,  may  hereaflar  give  Spain  s 
tence  to  say,  that  even  we  ouiveliei 
mitted  them  to  be  duch  as  wece 
For  this  reason.  Sir,  before  we  pat 
judgment  in  an  affiur  of  so  mat  cm 
(j^uence  to  the  honour^  trade,  ad. nsif 
tion  of  this  kingdom,  we  ought  iric^ 
esamiQe  into  the  impoit  and  nisr~^^ 

inihefit«taitide,by 

nuitlhe 
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letmly  named  by  their  Britennic  and 
llholic  Miyesties  shall  confer,  and  finally 
pilate  the  respective  pretensions  of  the 
•  crowns,  as  well  with  relation  to  the 
de  and  navigation  in  America  and  £u« 
»e»  and  to  the  limits  of  Florida  and  of 
irolina,  as  concerning  other  points  which 
sain  likewise  to  be  adjusted."  I  say, 
t^  we  ooffht  strictly  .to  eramine  into  the 
port  ana  meaning  of  this  unlimited  re« 
ence,  before  we  pass  any  judgment ; 
1  as  the  import  and  meaning  of  these 
ids  roust  entirely  depend  upon  the  law 
nations,  and  the*  nature  of  preliminary 
aventions,  we  cannot  expect  full  satb-* 
Ition  as  to  this  point  trom  the  peti* 
pers ;  we  can  no  way  expect  full  satis- 
ttion,  but  by  hearing  learned  gentlemen 
pe  upon  It,  who  have  made  such  points 
sir  particular  study. 

I  believe.  Sir,  it  will  be  admitted  by 
pry  gentleman,  both  witliin  doors  anH 
ftoot,  that  a  definitive  treaty,  contain- 
t  a  fidl  and  express  acknowledgment  of 
tour  rights  and  privileges,  would  have 
an  much  better  than  this  i>reliminary 
invention :  considering  the  vigorous  re-> 
lutioDS  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
It  session,  considering  the  spirit  which 
i  present  prevails  among  all  ranks  and  de- 
peA  of  men  in  this  kingdom,  and  consi- 
jring  the  great  expence  the  nation  was 
it  to  last  summer,  I  believe  it  was  what 
mt  men  expected :  yet  notwithstanding, 
none  of  our  undoubted  rights  or  privi- 
ges  are  rendered  doubtful,  or  any  way 
jialidated  by  this  preparatory  way  of 
jnting^  we  may  excuse  our  negociators 
pr  agreeing  to  such  preliminaries  for  the 
ke  of  peace,  provided  it  appears  they 
jA  gooa  reason  to  hope  that  those  preh- 
anaries  would  be  soon  followed  by  a  sin- 
Ke  and  satisfactory  treaty ;  but,  I  hope, 
kf  this  nation  is  not  yet  brought  so  low, 
IT  are  w,e  so  fond  of  peace,  as  to  give  up 
By  of  our  rights,  or  agree  to  any  thing 
Mr  present  ease,  that  may  lay  a  founda- 
on  for  contesting  some  of  our  most  valua- 
le  rights  in  time  to  come.  Such  an  un- 
icky  situation,  I  hope,  1  am  convinced, 
k  nation  is  not  yet  reduced  to,  whatever 
|nae  eentlemen  may  be,  who  perhaps  con- 
fer meir  own  immediate  ease,  more  than 
bey  consider  either  the  honour  or  the  in- 
BKst  of  their  country. 
But  suppose.  Sir,  there  were  no  nuitters 
f  law  Of  right  to  be  explained  to  us,  sup- 
Mae  it  were  no  way  necessary  to  have  the 
inr  of  nations,  or  the  nature  of  prelimi- 
AryCimyentions  exjdained  to  us,  yet  dia- 


fiicts  tbat  are  to  be  laid  before  us  upon  the 
present  occasion,  are  so  nuoierous,  and  of 
such  various  kmda,  that  it  is  not  possible  to 
haVe  them  methodically  and  regularly  sum^ 
med  up  without  the  assistance  of  counsel. 
We  must  see  that  it  will  be  necessary  for 
us  to  examine  a  great  manjr  witnesses  with 
regard  to  those  depredations  that  have 
been  committed  by  tne  Spaniards  both  be- 
fore and  since  the  treaty  of  Seville ;  with, 
regard  to  the  importance  of  our  trade  to 
and  from  our  plantations  in  America; 
with  regard  to  the  dangers  that  trade  may 
be  exposed  to,  if  a  search  of  British  ships 
sailing  to  and  from  the  British  plantations 
should  be  tolerated  upon  any  pretext,  or 
under  any  restrictions;  and  with  regard 
to  several  other  points  I  could  mention  : 
every  one  of  these  witnesses  may  be  able 
to  give  us  an  account  of  some  of  the  facta 
he  knows:  but  from  daily  experience  we 
may  suppose,  that  even  those  accounts 
will  be  but  lamely  and  indistinctly  given^ 
unless  we  have  counsel  at  our  bar,  who 
know  how  to  put  the  proper  questions  to 
them;  and  when  all  the  witnesses  have 
been  examined,  we  caunot^  suppose  that 
any  of  the  petitioners  will  be  fible  to  sum 
up  the  eridence,  to  digest  ail  theif  testi- 
monies under  their  proper  heads,  and  to 
make  such  remarks  upon  each  ppput  of 
evidence,  as  may  be  necessary  for  putting 
it  in  the  clearest  and  strongest  lint;  for 
when  a  subject  is  very  copious,  and  a  great 
many  facts  of  flivers  kin(ls  to  be  related,  it 
fB  not  possible  for  any  gentleman  not  exer- 
cised in  the  art  of  speaking,  or  not  ac- 
customed to  speak  beiore  a  numerous  as- 
sembly, let  his  qualifications  otherwise  be 
never  so  great,  to  give  a  resular,  distinct^ 
and  full  account  of  the  whtne. 

From  what  I  have  said.  Sir,  I  think  it 
must  appear,  that  it  will  be  extremely 
proper  for  us  to  have  the  assistance  of 
cpunsel  upon  this  important  occasion. 
Kay,  it  is  what  I  think  those  gentlemen 
must  be  fond  of,  who  are  the  greatest 
friends  to  the  Convention;  for  if  it  any 
way  deserves  those  hi^h  encomiums  that 
have  l>een  made  upon  it,  by  some  gentle- 
men without  doors,  the  more  dearly^ 
the  more  distinctly,  and  the  more  fully 
this  whole  afiair  is  laid  before  the  House, 
the  more  we  shall  be  sensible  of  the 
great  honour  and  advantage  the  nation 
may  reap  by  this  preliminary  treaty ;  the 
more  easy  will  it  be  for  them  to  answer 
any  objection  that  may  be  made  against 

H't :   for  this  reason  I  cannot  suppose,  that 
he  motion  I  am  to  make  will  meet  wit|i 
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tm  merchants  and  planters,  I  may  ven^ 
ture  to  say,  that  sach  of  them  as  are  now 
Supplicants  at  our  bar,  will  be  glad  of  be» 
ing  admitted  to  be  heard  by  troir  counsel 
upon  this  occasion ;  and  will  be  iar  from 
grudging  an}r  expence,  that  may  be  ne- 
cessary for  giving  us  a  full  and  oear  view 
of  the  important  affiur  that  is  soon  to  come 
before  us :  therefore  I  shaD  conclude  what 
I  am  to  say  upon  the  present  occaBton, 
with  a  moUon  to  this  efifect, '"  That  the 
Petition  now  presented  to  us  be  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  who  are  to  consider  of 
Che  Convention  between  Great  Britain  and 
8pain,  concluded  at  the  Pardo,  Jan.  14, 
17S9»  N.  S.  and  the  separate  articles  be* 
longjng  thereunto,  with  the  severid  ratifi- 
cations thereof;  and,  that  the  petitioners, 
if  they  think  fit,  be  heard  upon  their  Peti- 
tion, either  by  themselves  or  counsel,  be- 
fore the  said  Committee.*' 

This,  Sir,  I  take  to  be  so  reasonable  a 
proposition,  that  I  hope  no  gentleman  will 
oppose  it.  However,  before  I  make  my 
motion,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  observe,  that 
in  all  trials  at  law,  even  in  criminal  trials, 
where  by  the  common  method  of  proceed- 
ing, counsel  are  not  admitted  to  be  heard, 
wherever  a  point  of  law  comes  to  be  dis- 
puted, counsel  are  always  admitted  to 
speak  to  such  points  for  the  better  in- 
formation of  the  judges ;  and  yetf  I  hope 
I  may  be  allowed  to  presume,  that  our 
Judges,  especially  of  late  years,  are  as 
much  masters  of  the  laws  of  their  country, 
as  the  several  members  of  this  House  can 
be  supposed  to  be  of  the  kw  of  nations, 
and  or  the  several  rights  and  privileges 
which  are  founded  upon  that  law,  or  upon 
the  particular  treaties  now  subsisting  be- 
tween us  and  Spain.  Therefore,  when  any 
sudi  right  or  privilege  comes  to  be  dis- 
puted before  us,  there  is  at  least  as  great 
a  necessity  for  admitting  counsel  to  be 
heard  upon  such  points  for  our  informa- 
tion, as  there  can  be  for  admitting  counsel 
to  be  heard  upon  any  point  of  law  for  the 
information  oi  our  judges. 

If  we  attend.  Sir,  to  the  petition  now 
upon  our  table,  we  shall  from  thence  see, 
that  when  the  Convention  comes  to  be 
taken  into  consideration,  there  are  several 
matters  of  right  that  nfust  be  enquired 
intd,  and  some  of  them  may,  perhaps,  be 
disputed  even  by  some  gentlemen  in  this 
House.  We  know  that  the  Spaniards 
have  lately  pretended  to'  a  ngh%  to  visit 
and  search  British  ships,  saiUn^  to  i 
ftom  the  Britiab  plantations':  this  is  •  * 


IMaie  in  Ike  Ccmmom  en  ike 
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which  I  believe  na  geirtfmfcn  io  torn 
House  witt  pretend  to  justify ;  however, 
as  the  Sponnrds  do  pretend  %9  juafi^  it, 
or  at  least  have  exercised  it,  it  ia  a  point  of 
right  which  ought  to  be  fuUr  cfM]ui»d 
into,  before  we  can  judge  of  the  Conven* 
tion.  But  there  is  anoiher  PpiBt  <if  right 
or  law  that  will,  I  believe,  be  dinratcai  even 
in  this  House,  and  that  is,  Wbether  this 
right  of  visiting  and  searching  our  ships  m 
the  open  seas,  which  the  Spaniards  lay 
claim  to,  is  not  in  some  d^;ree  admitted 
by  us,  by  our  agreeing  to  f^er  this  pre- 
tension of  theirs  to  the  futme  regolatioD  of 
plenipotentiaries  f  for  if  there  is  the  kart 
ground  even  for  the  Spaniards  to  alledge, 
that  we  have  by  such  refoience  in  any  de- 
gree admitted  of  this  pretension,  sureh 
every  gentleman  who  h»  a  regard  for  ths 
honour  and  happiness  of  his  country,  wSk 
condemn  atreaty  which  gives  the  Spaniard* 
any  ground  to  sa^  so^  And  whether  thev 
may  not  firom  tins  treaty  have,  or  pretend 
to  have  some  ground  ror  saying  ao,  is  a 
point  of  right  which  the  petitiimers 


to  apprehend,  and  which  several  gentk^ 
men  in  this  House,  as  well  as  I,  think  we 
have  reason  to  apprehend,  though  our  ap- 
prehensions will  certainly  be  aaid  to  be 
groundless,  by  all  those  who  aie  favouros 
of  the  Convention.  But  as  this  is  a  point 
which  will,  and  must  be  judged  of  by  fo- 
reigners as  well  as  by  us,  we  ought  tolave 
it  folly  argued,  before  we  pass  any  judg- 
ment upon  it. 

As  this  point  in  particular.  Sir,  dep^i^ 
upon  the  law  of  nations,  and  opon  the 
construction  that  is  usually  put  i^poa  pre- 
liminaiy  articles  or  conventions,  we  can- 
not suppose  that  the  petitioners  aie  cap- 
hie  of  ghring  us  any  light  into  this  albir : 
and  themore,  if  it  were  but  for  the  sake  d 
this  point  only,  we  ought  to  alloir  them  ts 
be  heard  by  their  counsel  upon'  this  occa- 
sion. There  may  be  other  points  of  right, 
which  ought  to  be  enquired  into :  I  be- 
lieve there  are  sevend  odiers  which  wt 
oueht  to  insist  on,  as  the  nndoubted  righto 
and  privil^es  of  this  nation ;  and  yet  th« 
general  re^rence  contained  in  this  Con- 
vention, may  hereafter  give  Spain  a  pre- 
tence to  say,  that  even  we  oursdves  ad- 
mitted them  to  be  duch  as  were  dnputabfe. 
For  this  reason.  Sir,  before  we  pass  aay 
judgment  in  an  affidr  of  so  great  oonse* 
<][uence  to  the  honour,  trade.  Ad^  naviga- 
tion of  this  kingdom,  we  ought  strictly  to 
examiiae  into  the  import  and  maanmg  of 
in  the  first  artide,  by  which  it 
That  the  plaaipotiMHanssrf> 
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tpectively  named  by  their  BritaDnic  and 
Catholic  MiyeBtieB  shall  confer,  and  finally 
r^ulate  the  respective  pretensions  of  the 
tvocrovniSy  as  well  with  relation  to  the 
trade  and  navigation  in  America  and  Eu- 
rope, and  to  the  limits  of  Florida  and  of 
Carolina,  as  concerning  other  points  which 
remain  likewise  to  be  adjusted."  I  say. 
Sir,  we  ouffht  strictly  .to  examine  into  the 
import  and  meaning  of  this  unlimited  re- 
ference, before  we  pass  any  judgment ; 
lod  as  the  import  and  meaning  of  these 
irords  must  entirely  depend  upon  the  law 
of  nations,  and  the*  nature  of  preliminary 
conyentions,  we  cannot  eu>ect  61II  satis* 
faction  as  to  this  point  irom  the  peti* 
doners ;  we  can  no  way  expect  full  satis- 
(action,  but  by  hearing  learned  gentlemen 
irgue  upon  it,  who  have  made  such  points 
their  particular  .study. 

I  believe,  Sir,  it  will  be  admitted  by 
(very  gentleman,  both  witliin  doors  an^ 
irithout,  that  a  definitive  treaty,  contain- 
ing a  full  and  express  acknowledgment  of 
bU  our  rights  and  privileges,  would  have 
been  much  better  than  this  preliminary 
Convention :  considering  the  vifforous  re- 
loJutions  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
last  session,  considering  the  spirit  which 
tt  present  prevails  among  all  ranks  and  de- 
crees of  men  in  this  kingdom,  and  consi- 
dering the  great  expence  the  nation  was 
put  to  last  summer,  I  believe  it  was  what 
noftt  men  expected :  yet  notwithstandinf^, 
if  none  of  our  undoubted  rights  or  privi- 
ieges  are  rendered  doubtful,  or  any  way 
^validated  by  this  preparatory  way  of 
seating,  we  may  excuse  our  negociators 
br  agreeing  to  such  preliminaries  for  the 
iake  of  peace,  provided  it  appears  they 
lad  gooa  reason  to  hope  that  those  preh- 
oinaries  would  be  soon  followed  by  a  sin- 
^re  and  satisfactory  treaty ;  but,  I  hope, 
Sir,  this  nation  is  not  yet  brought  so  low, 
u>r  are  w^  so  fond  of  peace,  as  to  give  up 
toy  of  our  rights,  or  agree  to  any  thing 
or  present  ease,  that  may  lay  a  founda- 
ion  for  contesting  some  of  our  most  valua- 
ble rights  in  time  to  come.  Such  an  un- 
ucky  situation,  I  hope,  I  am  convinced, 
he  nation  is  not  yet  reduced  to,  whatever 
ftae  gentlemen  may  be,  who  perhaps  con- 
ider  Uieir  own  immediate  ease,  more  than 
hey  consider  either  the  honour  or  the  in- 
erest  of  their  country. 

But  suppose.  Sir,  there  were  no  matters 
^  law  or  right  to  be  explained  to  us,  sup- 
Kwe  it  were  no  way  necessary  to  have  the 
aw  of  nations,  or  the  nature  of  prelimi- 
taiy  CimveDtions  explained  to  us,  yet  ^h^- 


fiicts  diat  are  to  be  hudbafora  08  upon  th« 
present  occasion,  are  so  numerous,  and  of 
such  various  kinds,  that  it  is  not  possible  to 
haVe  them  methodically  and  regularly  sum- 
med up  without  the  assistance  of  counseL 
We  must  see  that  it  will  be  necessary  for 
us  to  examine  a  great  many  witnesses  with 
regard  to  those  depredations  that  have 
been  committed  by  the  Spaniards  both  be- 
fore and  since  the  treaty  of  Seville ;  with, 
regard  to  the  importance  of  our  trade  to 
and  from  our  plantations  in  America; 
with  regard  to  the  dangers  that  trade  may 
be  exposed  to,  if  a  search  of  British  ships 
sailing  to  and  from  the  British  plantations 
should  be  tolerated  upon  any  pretext,  or 
under  anv  restrictions;  and  with  regard 
to  several  other  points  I  could  mention : 
every  one  of  these  witnesses  may  be  able 
to  give  us  an  account  of  some  of  the  facta 
he  knows:  but  from  daily  experience  we 
may  suppose,  that  even  those  accounts 
will  be  but  lamely  and  indistinctly  given, 
unless  we  have  counsel  at  our  bar,  who 
know  how  to  put  the  proper  questions  to 
them;  and  when  all  the  witnesses  have 
been  examined,  we  cannot  suppose  that 
any  of  the  petitioners  will  be  fd)le  to  sum 
up  the  evidence,  to  digest  ail  their  testi- 
monies under  their  proper  heads,  and  to 
make  such  remarks  upon  each  pqint  of 
evidence,  as  may  be  necessary  for  putting 
it  in  the  clearest  and  strongest  lint;  for 
when  a  subject  is  very  copious,  and  a  great 
many  facts  of  flivers  Icinas  to  be  related,  it 
fB  not  possible  for  any  gentleman  not  exer- 
cised m  the  art  of  speaking,  or  not  ac« 
customed  to  speak  betore  a  numerous  as- 
sembly, let  bis  qualifications  otherwise  be 
never  so  great,  to  give  a  resular,  distinct, 
and  full  account  of  the  whcue. 

From  what  I  have  said.  Sir,  I  think  it 
must  appear,  that  it  will  be  extremely 
proper  for  us  to  have  the  assistance  of 
counsel  upon  this  important  occasion. 
Nay,  it  is  what  I  think  those  gentlemen 
must  be  fond  of,  who  are  the  greatest 
friends  to  the  Convention;  for  if  it  any 
way  deserves  those  high  encomiums  that 
have  been  made  upon  it,  by  some  sentle- 
men  without  doors,  the  more  clearly, 
the  more  distmctly,  and  the  more  fully 
this  whole  afiair  is  laid  before  the  House, 
the  more  we  shall  be  sensible  of  the 
great  honour  and  advantage  the  nation 
may  reap  by  this  preliminary  treaty ;  tKe 
more  easy  will  it  oe  for  them  to  answer 
any  objection  that  may  be  made  against 

H't :   for  this  reason  I  cannot  suppose,  that 
he  motion  I  am  to  make  will  meet  "wi^ 
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that  may  relate  to  them,  or  the  precedents  part  c^  our  merohanta,  plaaten,  mAm^ 
by  which  they  ought  to  be  regiuatecL  j  men*  will  ^Iwava  be  for  ptewnring  pcap| 
In  such  cases,  Sir,  in  all  cases,  where  !  if  possible.  And  as  to  these  who  «m 
the  private  right  or  property  of  any  roan  ,  concerned  in  n^^iodatiiig  this  trestjr,  I  hi 
in  the  kingdom  is  to  be  affected  by  any  iieve  th^  think  it  stands  in  no  need  i 


thing  that  is  to  pass  in  this  House,  I  know 
it  is  usual  to  admit  their  Petitioners  to  be 
heard  by  the  counsel ;  but  I  know  no  in- 
atltnce  where  counsel  have  been  admitted, 
in  any  case,  where  national  right  or  privi* 
leges  only  could  be  said  to  be  affected.  I 
am  far  £rom  thinking  that  any  national 
right  or  privilege  can  be  in  the  least  af- 
fected, by  our  late  Convention  with  Spain ; 
but,  if  this  were  the  case,.  X  think  it  would 
be  a  bad  precedent  to  admit  counsel  to  be 
heard  upon  such  an  occasion.  I  know  the 
subject  has  a  right  to  a  Petition,  even  up<xi 
Buch  occasions :  I  shall  always  be  not  only 
for  preserving  that  right,  but  for  en* 
couraging  the  practice.  But,  in  all  cases, 
we  have  a  right  to  hear  them  or  not,  as  we 
aee  cause ;  and  in  matters  of  a  public  con- 
cern, we  seldom  hear  them  even  by  them- 
selves. In  money  bills  we  never  do :  it  is 
almost  a  general  rule,  not  so  much  as  to 
receive  petitions  against  such  bills ;  and  it 
would  be  extremely  inconvenient  to  intro- 
duce the  practice  of  hearing  counsel  in 
cases  of  n  public  nature.  If  such  a  prac- 
tice should  become  frequent,  our  session 
of  parliament  would  become  not  only  an- 
nual, but  continual.  We  should  be  obliged 
to  sit  from  one  year's  end  to  the  other ;  in 
which  case,  it  would  be  necessary  to  re- 
vive the  ancient  custom  of  paying  wages 
to  our  parliament  men ;  and,  as  money  is 
now  of  much  less  value  than  it  was  when 
that  custom  prevailed,  it  would  likewise 
become  necessary  to  increase  those  wagjes, 
which  would  be  a  new  and  a  heavy  charge 
upon  all  the  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs 
in  the  kingdom. 

Whoever,  therefore,  maybe  the  parties, 
plaintiff  and  defendant,  when  we  come  to 
take  thiiB  Convention  into-  our  considera- 
tion, it  must,  I  thmk.  Sir,  appear  to  be  a 
precedent  of  a  very  dangerous  nature,  to 
admit  the  petitioners  against  it  to  be  heard 
by  their  counsel.  For  my  own  part,  I  am 
far  from  thinking,  that  the  whole  body  of 
our  merchants,  planters  and  seamen,  will 
appear  as  plaintim  against  it.  What  means 
may  have  been  used  for  spiriting  up  peti- 
tions against  it,  I  shall  not  pretend  to  de- 
termine ;  but,  I  believe,  if  an^  means  had 
been  made  use  of  for  spiriting  up  in  its 
petitioners  favour,  we  should  have  had  as 
many  petitions  of  the  one  side  as  the  other ; 
for  I  cannot  but  think,  that  the  greatest 
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counsel  for  its  justification :  I  bdievetkci 
tl^ink  it  will  sufficiently  speak  for  iti^ 
and  therefore  will  not  desire  to  have  itii| 
commended  by  the  arta  of  ekqucaosi 
and,  as  I  think  the  admitting  of  cowd^ 

be  heard  aj^nst  it,  is  not  onl. 

sary,  but  in  several  req»ects 
as  I  think  it  would  be  taking  up  s 
deal  of  our  time  to  little  purpose,  I 
therefore  conclude  with  moving  ferd 
Amendment  to  the  hon.  gentlenun'sM 
tioa;  which  is,  <«  That  the  word,*  ekM 
and  the  words  *  or  counsel,'  maf  be  \t^ 
out.of  the  question." 

Sir  IVaiiam  Windham 

Sir ;  I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  hoo.^ 
tleman  who  spoke  last,  is  for  shewiagiH 
sort  of  regard  to  the  Petition  now  Uk 
us.  I  confess  I  had  some 
that  this  Petition  would  have 
as  the  petition  of  the  city  of  London  ^ 
the  late  infamous  Excise  Scheme  « 
treated;*  that  you  would  onlyhafe 
dered  it  to  lie  upon  the  table ;  becsosi 
am  convinced  the  Petitioners,  if  thej 
allowed  to  be  heard,  either  by  thesBseh 
or  counsel,  will  be  able  to  make  out  all  A| 
have  alleged,  and  more  than  tbej  hm 
leged  in  uieir  Petition. 

But,  for  my  own  part.  Sir,  I  most  i 
with  respect  to  tliis  scheme  of  peace,  i 
Convention  now  before  us,  I  donottiai 
stand  in  need  of  any  information  the  f4 
tioners  can  give,  for  assisting  me  toiml 
right  opinion  of  it.    Upon  the  veiy  fiusfl 
it,  and  at  first  view,  it  appears  to  me  lo|| 
not  only  the  most  disadvantageous,  bfltll^ 
most  dishonourable  treaty  we  everas^ 
Nothing  I  think  can  in  the  least  eic4 
our  agreeing  to  it,  but  our  being  ia  wi 
most  unfortunate,  the  most  contenffil' 
situation,  an  independent  nation 
in;    and  this,  I  am  sure  the 
cannot  shew.    If  we  are  in  sucb  a 
tion,  which  God  foibid,  it  is  those oohrfl 
made  this  treaty  that  can  shew  it;  butn  Arf 
should  tell  us  that  this  w^s  their  reisa^ 
advising  his  Majesty  to  ratify  such  a  tnilj^ 
it  is  fiEur  from  being  an  argument  for  ii 
approving  it.    Unlucky  circumstancel^dfr 
ther  at  home  or  abroad,  may  be  aKMH 
for  suspending  our  resentment,  but  ic«9 
■    ■      f 
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nee  of  our  phntalioD  trade,  or  tliat  it  wiR 
e  expoflcd  to  groat  dansem  and  incoiive- 
iences,  in  case  the  Span  tarda  should  be  al- 
)wed  to  Bearch  our  ships  sailing  on  the 
igh  se^y  upon  any  pretext,  or  under  any 
estrictionik  And  aa  to  the  pdnt,  whether 
re  can  be  supposed  to  have  admitted  in 
ny  degree  of  such  a  search,  by  referring 
II  matters  in  dispute  between  uie  two  na- 
ions  to  be  regulated  by  nlenipolentiaries  ? 
t  is  a  point  in  which  I  ttiink  there  can  be 
0  question :  1  am  sure  no  gentleman  in 
hi^  iiouse  win  say,  that  from  such  a  re- 
^rtnice  anv  such  thing  can  be  supposed. 
^4  man  should  claim  1,000I.  of  me,  may 
ot  I  submit  to  hear  his  reasons,  and  ex* 
mine  his  vouchers,  though  I  know  I  owe 
lim  nothing  ?  Does  this  submission  shew 
ny  acknowledgment  in  me,  that  that  sum, 
rrany  other  sum,  is  really  due?  So  far 
ftherwis^y  Sir,  that  I  should  think  myself 
Kwnd  in  charity  to  confer  with  him  upon 
he  subject,  to  the  end  that  I  might  have 
tn  opportunity  to  conyince  him  m  the  un- 
easonablenesa  of  his  demand,  or  falsehood 
>f  his  vouchers,  and  thereby  prevent  his 
)eing  mduced  to  ruin  himsen  by  com- 
nencing  an  unjust  law-suit  against  me. 
rhis,  1  say,  I  should  thmk  myself  bound 
n  charity  to  do,  espedaUy  if  that  neigh* 
Knir  and  I  were  in  sudi  circumstances  as 
nade  it  our  mutual  mterest  to  cultivate  a 
Dutual  friendship :  and  that  this  is  the 
3se  between  Spam  and  us,  I  believe  no 
gentleman  will  deny.  This,  Sir,  is  all  we 
«re  done  with  regard  to  the  present  dis- 
)Qtes  between  Spain  and  us:  we  have 
Igreed  to  hen-  what  they  have  to  say,  for 
10  other  end  but  to  convince  them  that 
here  is  not  the  least  foundation  for  the 
claims  tiiey  have  lately  set  up;  and  this 
^have  done  out  of  charity  to  them,  as 
rell  as  out  of  regard  to  our  own  interest, 
D  order  to  prevent  an  open  rupture  be- 
ween  two  nations,  whose  mutual  interest 
t  is  to  Hve  in  mutual  friendship.  By  tiie 
"cf^rence  we  liave  agreed|  to,  we  cannot 
^  supposed  ,to  have  given  up,  or  in  the 
east  mvaUdated  any  dTour  rights  orprivi- 
eges.  We  cannot  be  supposed  to  have 
(dmitted,  in  any  degree,  or  any  of  their 
^ms :  at  least  no  sudi  supposition  can 
le  made  by  any  but  tiiose  who  have  a 
aind  to  suppose  so,  only  for  the  sake  of 
Soding  fault  with  the  Convention. 

This  nation,  thank  God!  Sir,  is  far 
^om  being  in  any  unfortunate  situation,  I 
lope  it  will  never  boTeduoed  to  the  fatal 
^cesd^  of  giving  up  any  of  its  valuable 
%>^  or  piMlQgaa  fortbe  sake  ef  peace.' 


[106t 

I  hope  no  man  has  any  influenoe  in  faii 
Majestjr'a  counsek,  that  for  any  selfish 
GOBskleratieii  would  advise  him  to  do  so.  I 
am  sure  his  Majesty  would  reject  suchad^ 
vice  with  the  utmost  disdain ;  and  diere* 
fore  no  man,  if  he  were  wicked  enough, 
will  be  so  bold  as  to  sive  it.  But  there 
are  some  persons  in  uie  nation,  though 
none  in  this  House,  who  are  enemies  to 
his  Majesty  and  his  family ;  and  as  such 
persons  place  all  their  hopes  in  insurrec- 
tions and  invasions,  they  endeavour  to 
make  the  world  believe,  that  this  nation  is 
reduced  to  tiie lowest  and  most  contemp- 
tible condition,,  by  which  they  hope  to 
serve  ^  double  purpose ;  for  at  the  same 
time  that  it  contributes  towards  rendering 
our  own  people  disaffected,  they  think  it 
will  encourage  foreigners  to  invade  us,  or 
provoke  us  to  war,  by  refusing  to  do  ua 
justice.  This  may  have  some  effect  upon 
some  ignorant  and  unthinking  people,  out 
no  man  of  sense  can  be  so  imposed  on ; 
and  it  is  now,  I  hope  it  will  always  be,  hi 
our  power,  as  soon  as  we  think  it  necess^ 
ry,  to  make  our  enemies  sensible,  that  our 
forbearance  proceeded  from  our  wisdom^ 
and  not  from  our  weakness  or  pusilla- 
nimity. 

From  what  I  have  said,  Sir,  it  will  ap- 
pear, that  none  .of  those  points  of  rignt 
that  have  been  mentioned,  can  come  to  be 
disputed  in  this  House;  and  surely  we 
have  no  occasion  to  hear  counsel,  as  to 

enntsof  right  which  no  man  will  contest, 
ut  now  suppose  they  were  all  to  be  con- 
tested, even  in  that  case,  we  could  have 
no  occasion  to  take  up  our  time  with  hear- 
ing counsel.  All  the  points  that  have 
been  mentioned,  and  all  the  points  of  right 
that  can  come  before  us  upon  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  are  of  a  public  nature ;  and, 
with  respect  to  matters  of  public  right, 
there  are  many  gentlemen  in  this  Mouse, 
liiat  understancl  them  better,  and  can  ex- 
plain them  more  fidly  and  clearly,  than 
any  lawyer,  whose  tiipe  is  chiefly  employ sd 
in  studying  the  municipal  laws  of  his  coun- 
try. 1  believe  there  is  not  a  gentleman  in 
this  House  but  would  chuse,  l-am  sui«^I 
would  chuse,  to  hear  the  hon.  gentleman 
himself  upon  such  a  subject,  rather  than 
any  lawyer  in  the  kingdom.  It  is  in  mat- 
ters of  private  fight  of  property  only, 
where  the  hearing  of  counsel  can  1^  of  any 
advantage  to  ua;  because,  afrsuoh  matters 
are  generally  more  perplexed  than  matters 
of  a  public  concern,  gentlemen  who  donot 
make  it  their  particmftr  ^udy,  eannot  be 
snppoaed  «o  teovNHMe'lam  Mid^ustona 
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that  may  relate  to  them,  or  the  precedents 
by  whidi  they  ought  to  be  regulated. 

In  such  cases.  Sir,  in  all  cases,  where 
the  private  right  or  property  of  any  man 
in  the  kingdom  is  to  be  affected  by  any 
thing  that  is  to  pass  in  this  House,  I  know 
it  is  usual  to  admit  their  Petitioners  to  be 
heard  by  the  counsel ;  but  I  know  no  in- 
stance where  counsel  have  been  admitted, 
in  any  case,  where  national  right  or  privi* 
leges  only  could  be  said  to  be  afiected«  I 
«m  far  £rom  thinking  that  any  national 
right  or  privilege  can  be  in  the  least  af- 
fected, by  our  late  Convention  with  Spain ; 
but,  if  this  were  the  case,.  X  think  it  would 
be  a  bad  precedent  to  admii  counsel  to  be 
heard  upon  such  an  occasion.  I  know  the 
Bubiect  has  a  ri^t  to  a  Petition,  even  upon 
Buch  occasions :  I  shall  always  be  not  only 
for  preservmg  that  right,  but  for  en* 
couraging  the  practice.  But,  in  all  cases, 
we  have  a  right  to  hear  them  or  not,  as  we 
aee  cause ;  and  in  matters  of  a  public  con- 
cern, we  seldom  hear  them  even  by  them- 
selves. In  money  bills  we  never  do :  it  is 
almost  a  general  rule,  not  so  much  as  to 
receive  petitions  against  such  bills ;  and  it 
would  be  extremely  inconvenient  to  intro- 
duce the  practic^e  of  hearing  counsel  in 
cases  of  a  public  nature.  If  such  a  prac- 
tice should  become  frequent,  our  session 
of  parliament  would  become  not  only  an- 
nual, but  continuaL  We  should  be  obliged 
to  sit  from  one  year's  end  to  the  other ;  in 
which  case»  it  would  be  necessary  to  re- 
vive the  ancient  custom  of  paying  wages 
to  our  parliament  pien ;  and,  as  money  is 
now  of  much  less  value  than  it  was  when 
that  custom  prevailed,  it  would  likewise 
become  necessary  to  increase  those  wages, 
which  would  he  a  new  and  a  heavy  charge 
upon  all  the  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs 
in  the  kingdom. 

Whoever,  therefore,  maybe  the  parties, 
pluntifF  and  defendant,  when  we  come  to 
take  this  Convention  into  our  considera- 
tion, it  must,  I  think.  Sir,  appear  to  be  a 
precedent  of  a  very  dangerous  nature,  to 
admit  the  petitioners  agamst  it  to  be  heard 
by  their  counsel.  For  my  own  part,  I  am 
far  from  thinking,  that  the  whole  body  of 
our  merchants,  planters  and  seamen,  will 
^pear  as  plaintiflb  against  it.  What  means 
may  have  been  used  for  spiriting  up  peti- 
tions against  it,  I  shall  not  pretend  to  de- 
termine ;  but,  I  believe,  if  any  means  had 
been  made  use  of  for  spiriting  up  in  its 
petitioners  favour,  we  should  have  had  as 
many  petitions  of  the  one.  side  as  the  other; 
for  I  cannot  but  think,  that  the  greatest 
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part  of  our  mnchantay  phmteis,  sad  lo- 
j  men,  will  always  be  for  pveserving  peace, 
;  if  possible.     And  as  to  these  who  vcr 
'  concerned  in  ne|{Ociali^g  this  treaty,  I  be- 
I  iieve  they  think  it  stands  in  no  need  of 
counsel  for  its  justification :  I  beliefethej 
,  tl|ink  it  will  sufficiently  speak  for  iueit: 
I  and  therefore  will  not  desire  to  have  it  re- 
commended by  the  arts  of  eioqueoce; 
and,  as  I  think  the  admitting  of  couDsel  to 
be  heard  aj^nst  it,  is  not  onl  v  tmoeoes* 
sary,  but  in  several  respects  oangenNtf; 
as  I  think  it  would  be  takkig  i^  a  great 
deal  of  our  time  to  little  purpose,  1  ihiil 
therefore  conclude  with  moving  for  n 
Amendment  to  the  hon.  gentkman's  mo- 
tion; which  is,  <«  That  the  word,*  either/ 
and  the  words  *  or  counsel,'  may  be  k^ 
out.of  the  question.'* 

Sir  Wmiam  Windham: 

Sir;  I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  spoke  last,  is  for  shewing  tooe 
sort  of  regard  to  the  Petition  now  before 
us.  I  confess  I  had  some  amehenstois, 
that  this  Petition  would  have  been  treated 
as  the  petition  of  the  city  of  London  againsi 
the  late  infimious  Excise  Scheme  vas 
treated  ^  that  you  would  only  have  or- 
dered it  to  lie  upon  the  table ;  because,  1 
am  convinced  the  Petitioners,  if  thej  ^ 
allowed  to  be  heard,  either  by  themseha 
or  counsel,  will  be  able  to  make  out  all  ther 
have  alleged,  and  more  than  they  have  al- 
leged in  Uieir  Petition. 

But,  for  my  own  part,  Sh*,  I  must  £At, 
with  respect  to  this  scheme  of  peace,  thi' 
Convention  now  before  us,  I  do  not  think! 
stand  in  need  of  any  information  the  peti- 
tioners can  give,  for  assisting  me  to  fonoa 
right  opinion  ij^  it.  Upon  the  very  fitceo^ 
it,  and  at  first  view,  it  appears  to  me  to  be 
not  onlv  the  most  disadvantageous,  but  tbe 
most  mshonourable  treaty  we  ever  made. 
Nothing  I  think  can  in  the  least  excuse 
our  agreeing  to  it,  but  our  being  Ib  tbe 
most  unfortunate,  the  moat  contemptibk 
situation,  an  independent  nation  was  ef er 
in ;  and  this,  I  am  sure  the  oetitioMn 
cannot  shew.  If  we  are  in  sucn  a  situa- 
tion, which  God  forbid,  it  b  those  only  vbo 
made  this  treaty  that  can  shew  it;  butiftbef 
should  tell  us  that  this  was  their  ressoo  for 
advising  his  Majesty  to  ratify  such  a  treaty» 
it  is  far  from  being  an  argument  for  oar 
approving  it.  Unlucky  circumstances,  ^ 
ther  at  home  or  abroad,  may  be  a  reetn 
for  suspending  our  resentment,  but  it  c»i 
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lever  be  a  foffieietit  reason  for  our  tpee* 
Dg  to  a  dlBhonourable  treaty ;  and,  if  we 
ire  in  such  circumataDcea,  it  ia  the  duty  of 
hu  House  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of 
hose  who  ha?e  brought  ua  into  auch  cir- 
luiutances,  and  to  puniah  them  for  their 
rickednesB  or  folly ;  for  thia  nation  can 
tever  be  brought  into  auch  cireumatancea 
lut  by  the  extreme  wickednesa  or  folly  of 
bose  who  have  been  intruated  with  the 
dminiatration  of  our  public  affiiirs. 

This,  I  say.  Sir,  ia  the  opinion  I  have 
Jready  formed :  it  cannot  be  made  worse 
»j  any  thing  the  Petitionera  or  their  coun- 
el  can  say  against,  and  I  do  not  believe 
t  will  be  made  better  6y  any  thing  that 
an  be  said  in  favour  of  this  Convention. 
)ttt  as  some  gentlemen  may  not  yet  look 
ipon  this  new  treaty,  or  rather  preliminary 
0  a  treaty,  in  the  same  light  I  do,  and  as 
think  it  neceaaary  we  should  be  as  unani- 
Qous  as  poaaible  m  an  affair  of  ao  great 
mportance,  I  ahall  be  for  giving  aa  much 
'^  play  aa  poaaible  bpth  to  our  merchanta, 
ipd  to  thoae  whom  I  must  upon  thia  occa- 
ion  look  on  'as  their  antagoniata,  I  mean 
mr  negociatora,  and  others  who  were  con^ 
med  in  cooking*up  thia  whetting  morsel, 
f  hich  they  seem  to  have  contrived  on  pur- 
pose to  make  ua  di^at  any  treaty  Spain, 
n  all  her  haugfatmesa,  ahall  pleaae  to 
vouchsafe.  I  aay.  Sir,  I  ahall  be  for  giving 
»oth  these  partiea  aa  much  fair  play  aa  they 
an  desire,  and  therefore  I  ahaJl  be  for  aU 
owing  the  Petitioners  to  be  heard  by 
liemselvea  or  counaeK  When  we  have 
^en  them  thia  liber^,  they  may  then 
^oose  which  they  think  beat;  and  aa  they 
mow  their  own  luyilitiea,  and  the  aeversd 
natters  they  have  to  lay  before  ua,  much 
(ettepthan  we  can  pretend  to,  they  are 
lertainly  better  judgea  than  thia  House 
^  be,  whether  it  will  be  necessary  for 
hem  to  have  counsel ;  for  unless  they 
hink  it  absolutely  necessary  for  them  to 
unploy  counsel,  we  may  depend  on  it  they 
m  save  tibemselves  the  expencd. 

I  am  sorry  to  find.  Sir,  that  those  who 
tre  i^ainst  this  question,  ahould  think  it 
leoessary  upon  thia  occaaion  to  aay  any 
hing  that  may  look  like  a  reflection  upon 
be  learned  gentlemen  at  the  bar.  Aa 
^ey  are  not  to  set  themaelvea  up  aa  ludgea 
^  any  case  they  are  employed  in,  it  la  tl^ir 
Kuioess,  it  is  their  duty,  where  no  palpa* 
)le  fraud  appeara,  to  aUte  their  client's 
»>e  in  the  fairest  light  diey  can ;  and  if, 
jpon  one  aide  of  the  question,  the  case  be 
resignedly  put  in  a  confused,  or  in  a  false 
(acaitfuli]|^t»  or  if  any  aophiatical  argu- 


inenta  be  made  use  of,  it  ia  the  buaineaaof 
thoae  who  are  employed  on  the  other  aide» 
to  state  the  case  ia  a  dear  ligiit,  to  expoi« 
the  faUihood  or  deceit,  and  to  shew  the 
sophistry  of  the  arguments  made  use  <^  by 
their  antagonists.  This  renders  it  almost 
impossible  for  the  judges,  or  indeed  for 
any  hearer,  to  be  deceived  or  imposed  on 
by  the  art  of  the  speaker,  upon  either  side 
of  the  question ;  and  therefore  the  ad- 
mitting counsel  to  be  heard  in  any  cas^ 
either  of  a  public  or  private  nature,  can 
never  be  or  the  least  dangeroua  conae- 
quence,  but  on  the  contrary,  muat  alwaya 
be  of  great  uae  for  giving  the  judgea  a 
dear  and  diatinct  notion  of  the  caae  in 
which  they  are  to  give  judgment,  and  of 
the  arguraenta  that  may  be  made  use  of 
upon  both  aidea  of  the  queation. 

Aa  tlie  gentlemen  at  the  bar  are  never, 
in  any  caae  which  they  plead,  to  give  their 
judgment  or  their  vote,  thev  may  there- 
fore lawfully,  honeatly  and  honourably 
take  a  fee  for  pleading  any  cause  they  un- 
dertake ;  but  where  a  man  ia  to  give  his 
judgment  or  hia  vote,  I  am  aure  every  gen- 
tleman in  thia' House  will  agree  wim  me* 
-that  it  is  neither  honourable,  honest,  nor 
lawful  to.  take  a  fee,  or  an^  otl^er  reward, 
either  for  speaking  or  voting.  He  ought 
not  so  mucn  as  to  accept  of  a  favour,  or  a 
present  from  either  of  the  parties  concerned 
in  the  case,  in  which  he  is  to  give  his  vote 
or  judgment.  Nay,  in  such  cases,  if  a 
man  has  any  particular  attachment  to  one 
side  more  than  the  other,  he  ought  not  to 
look  upon  himsdf  as  an  impartial  judge  in 
that  arair ;  for  which  reason  he  ought  ta 
avoid  giving  his  opinion.  In  all  cases, 
therefore,  where  Uiere  are  two  partiea 
concerned,  gentlemen  ought  to  examine 
themselves  strictly,  before  they  venture  to 
give  their  judgment  or  their  vote  upon 
either  side  of  the  question ;  for  though  the 
heart  cannot  perhaps  be  corrupted,  the 
judgment  may  be  misled,  by  favours  re- 
ceived, or  by  personal  attachments. 

As  to  fSKts,  Sir,  I  shall  allow  they  urn- 
plain  things,  more  plain  perhaps  thansomei 
people  desire.    They  are  ao  plain,  that  I 
do  not  find  they  can  be  disguised  by  .aUi 
the  mercenary  eloquence  in  the  IfingAmi, 
But,  as  plain  as  they  are,  it  requirea  some; 
art,  some  practice  to  state  them  in  tlu^ 
proper  light,  eapedally  where  they  axe 
numeroua  and  of  varioua  kmda.    But  with 
regard  to  focta,  we  know  that  true  elo» 
quence  conaiata  in  relating  what  are  ne»  - 
ceasary,  and  no  more  than  what  jnre  na-^ 
cessary  ;  therefore,  for  aaTing  time,  wei 
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wglK  to  admit  the  petitfamen  to  be  Imrd 
mtner  by  their  counsel  than  by  thenndvea ; 
Ibr  as  none  of  them  are  practised  in  the 
art  &t9peaikmgf  tliey  may  forget,  or  omit 
10  give  us  an  account  of  some  of  the  most 
material  fiicts^  and  dwell  upon  others  that 
are  nothing  to  the  purpose ;  so  that  a  great 
deal  of  our  tnne  may  be  taken  up  in  hear* 
ing  a  prolix  account  of  facts  that  are  of  no 
great  signification^  and  yet  at  the  end  we 
may  have  but  a  very  lame  account  of 
Chose  facts  whidi  are  the  most  material. 
Counsel,  it  is  true,  must  have  instructimis 
from  those  who  employ  them :  they  must 
have  an  account  from  their  clients  of  the 
facts  that  may  be  proved,  and  of  the  wit* 
ncsses  that  can  prove  them ;    but  in  the 
course  of  the  examination  some  material 
facts  ma^'  be  hinted  at,  which  the  peti- 
tioners did  not  know  of  before.    If  coun- 
sd  were  present  at  the  bar,  they  would 
immediately  lay  hold  of  such  hints,  and  by 
putting  pfoper  questions  might  have  them 
fully  explained :  whurcas,  otherwise,  such 
hints  may  probably  pass  upobserved,  and 
by  that  means  some  of  the  most  material 
aids  may  remain  in  obscurity:     From 
whence  we  may  see,  that  it  is  not  alwaya 
from  the  client  that  the  counsel  are  to 
learn  what  may  be  the  proper  questions  to 
be  put  to  each  witness.     -The  client  may 
in  general  say,  that  such  a  witness  is  to  m 
examined  as  to  such  a  point ;  but  it  is  the 
counsel  that  must  thmk  of  the   proper 
questions  to  be  put  to  him,  in  onler  to 
Make  him  give  an  account  of  aU  he  knows 
relating  to  that  point ;  and  those  questions 
cannot  so  much  as  be  thou^t  of,  but  in 
the  course  of  the  examinaticm ;  which  no 
man  oan  be  supposed  so  capable  of,  as 
diose  who  are  daily  conversant  in  audi  af* 
ftirs.    Thus,  Sir,  it  appears  that  with  re* 
gard  to  facts,  if  we  admit  the  petitionen 
to  be  heard  by  themsehres  only^  we  may 
ph4>ably  have  a  great  deal  move  of  our 
time  taken  up,  than  if  we  were  to  adasit 
them  to  be  neard  by  their  counsel,  and 
tiiet  we  cannot  expect  so  full  and  distinct 
m  account  of  all  tne  malerial  facts,  as  we 
•ught  to  have  in  an  afflur  of  so  grest  mr- 
portance.    As  we  shall  nrobaUy  hare  a 
great  many  petitions  beiiaes  this  now  be* 
:fere  us;  as  every  one  of  those  petitions 
fnay  complain  of  someparticukrpoiBtthat 
aActs  them  only ;  the  examination  of  wit* 
aesses  must  last  for  several  days,  and  must 
nrihfte  to  points  of  a  very  difEnent  nature* 
la  such  a  case,  can  we  suppose  that  any 
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let  eveiy  g6BlIciBa&  of  tiria  Uaamwf^ 
the  ease  to  himself:  let  him  lay  his  hsMi 
a|>on  his  heart  and  dedave,  whedterhe 
thinks  he  should  be  able  to  sum  ep  dv 
evidence^  notwithstanding  his  beiDg  ac- 
quainted with,  and  perhaps  aocustomed  to 
speak  in  this  assembly.  'What,  then,  cai 
he  expect  from  any  geatlemaA  who  nerer 
was  of  this  House,  oor  ever  perhaps  spoke 
before  any  public  assen^ly  i 

Now,  Sir,  as  to  matteia  of  right  or  pro* 
perly,  the  hon.  gentleaoan  endesvoored 
first  to  shew,  that  no  such  matter  couU 
come  to  be  dil(>uted  before  us.  Sir,  1  b^ 
heve  the  rights  of  this  nation,  that  kin 
been  lately  disputed  by  bpain,  will  not  be 
in  the  least  controvertea  before  us.  No 
man  will  dare  to  stand  up  in  thisassemblr, 
and  deny  any  of  those  ri^ts,  that  Spus 
has  been  lately  allowed  to  dispute  with  us. 
It  was  inconsistent  with  the  honour  of  the 
nation  so  allow  them  to  be  disputed  is  idj 
negociation.  That  of  a  free  BavigstM& 
upon  the  open  seas,  is  a  right  so  pSsmftui 
evident,  and  of  soehconaeouenoe,  that  we 
ought  to  have  broke  off  aU  manner  d» 
godation,  as  soon  as  the  Spaniaids  pre- 
tended to  deny  it ;  and  since  thej  fai^ 
pretmided  to  set  up  a  dwm  that  was  in- 
consistent with  this  right,  we  oi^t  never 
to  have  renewed  our  negoeiatioiis  vith 
diem,  tiH  they  had  previously  relinquished 
that  unjiis£  daim,  and  exprasly  aonov- 
lodged  our  right.  Wheraaa  it  now  appears, 
that  we  have  not  only  nwociated,  but  have 
treated  without  any  sudi  ralinquii^iDeit 
or  acknowledgment :  nay,  we  hare  ex- 
pressly, by  this  trea^,  releraed  it,  aoioQga 
others,  to^be  r^fulated 

What  the  meaning  of  tlik  refsfeaea 
nmy  be.  Sir;  what  tntesprelatkm  msy be 
pat  upon  i^  is  a  matter  of  ri^  that  miat 
oe  enquhred  into,  before  we  a|»prave  d 
this  treaty*  It  is  aot  what  meftungniaf 
bepiitapen  it  by  this  HouM^orbyaof 
gentlemaa  m  this  Hoose,  Aaa  we  are  ta 
enquire  into.    It  is  what  meaaii^  uav  be 

gitupon  it  by  Spain,  or  by  fiEweigBen; 
r  if  the  court  or  Spain,  or  any  foi««i 
court  whatever,  caasuppoae,  that  by  tb 
reference  we  have  in  any  dmee  admitted 
of  those  daiffls  the  Spssuaids  have  latcif 
set  op  against  ua,  it  Mb  with  tiwm  bang 
this  aatkm  into  contempt;  and  aiireiytha 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  isnottoap* 
proveof  a  treatf  that  will  bring  Great  Bri- 
tain iaio  conseaip^  at  any  coart  in  Eorope' 
it  is  not.  Sir,  because  £  have  a  oiiD^  >^ 
find  finilt  witfi  this 
this  BefinDce*  will  be 


r  treaty,  thai  I  npP^ 
beinlapcafiQdaint*' 
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lission  of  the  mosl  dangerous  claim  Spa  i 
las  set  up  against  us :  it  is  because  I  think 
uch  a  reference  cannot  be  otherwise  in- 
erpreted,  that  I  must  find  fault  with  this 
reaty.  Spain  pretends  to  a  right  to  search 
ur  ships  upon  the  open  seas,  and  to  con- 
scate  the  diip  and  cargo,  if  one  shilling's 
forth  of  any  goods  be  found  on  board, 
rhich  diey  may  please  to  call  the  produce 
r  manufacture  of  their  plantations.  This 
ight,  among  the  rest,  we  have  referred  to 
e  regulated.  Is  not  this  acknowledging 
(le  right  ?  is  it  possible  to  regulate  a  right 
hat  never  was  in  being  ?  let  us  put  the 
ase  the  other  way.  *  We  pretend,  and 
nost  justly  pretend,  to  free  navigation  on 
he  open  seas.  Formerly  we  pretended 
0  a  Qorainion  over  the  seas ;  but  now  we 
ire  reduced  to  pretend  only  to  what  every 
ndependent  state  has  a  right  to  by  the  law 
)f  nations ;  and  even  this  right  we  have, 
)7  this  treaty,  referred  to  be  regulated  by 
Spanish  plenipotentiaries.  Is  not  this  the 
p-^itest  mdi^ity  that  ever  an  independent 
lation  submitted  to  ?  Shall  we  allow  Spain 
to  prescribe  rules  to  the  freedom  of  our 
navigation  in  the  open  seas  ?  If  we  should 
now  say,  ?re  cannot  admit  of  any  such 
thing,  Spain  may  justly  reply,  you  have 
already  admitted  it  by  your  prelimmary 
articles ;  the  only  thing  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries have  to  do,  is,  to  settle  and  agree 
upon  those  rules  which  we  are  to  prescribe. 

If  any  man  should  claim  of  me.  Sir, 
1,000/.  which  I  knew  he  had  not  the  least 
pretence  for,  I  should,  perhaps,  out  of 
charity,  vouchsafe  to  hear  what  he  could 
say  in  lustification  of  his  claim,  but  I 
should  tKink  myself  a  madman,  if,  to  avoid 
a  law -suit,  I  should  submit  such  a  claim 
to  arbitration.  We  have  heard  the  reasons 
alledged  by  Spain,  for  every  one  of  the 
^T^jiwt  claims  they  have  lately  set  up 
against  us.  We  have  had  the  patience  to 
hear  them  over  and  over  agaifl^  during 
the  long  course  of  our  negocLitions.  We 
ought,  I  am  sure  we  could,  and  I  hope  we 
have  shewn  them,  that  there  is  no  weight 
in  any  of  the  reasons  they  have  alledged, 
nor  the  least  foundation  for  any  one  of  the 
claims  they  have  set  up.  This  we  might 
l^ave  done  for  once,  without  doing  our- 
selves any  notable  injury ;  but  we  nego- 
dated  too  long,  and  now  at  last,  by  this 
treaty,  we  have  submitted  all  the  urijust 

cldms  they  have  set  up  against  us  to  arbi- 
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hope  that  they  will  be  more  tractable,  or 
less  obstinate,  in  conferring,  tlian  we  have 
already  foun^  them,  in  negociating  ?  Can 
we  expect  that  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
Keene  the  plenipotentiary  will  have  greater 
weight  than  the  same  arguments  had  when 
urged  by  Mr.  Keene  the  envoy  I  No,  Sir, 
they  will  not  now  admit  him  to  say,  <  You 
have  no  right  to  search  our  ships  upon  the 
open  seas,  under  any  pretence  whatsoever  :* 
They  will  tell  him,  *  You  have  already,  by 
the  preliminary  Convention,  admitted  our 
right;  your  only  business  now  is,  to  pro-> 
pose  to  our  plenipotentiaries  such  regula- 
tions as  may  make  our  right  of  searcoing 
as  little  hurtful  to  your  trade  as  possible? 
This  is  what  I  am  convmced  the  Spaniards 
will  say;  and  whether  or  no  they  may 
have  a  right  from  the  words  of  this  treaty 
to  say  so,  is'a  question  of  right,  which  wq 
ought  to  hear  argued  by  counsel,  before 
we  pass  judgment  upon  this  Convention. 
If  there  be  uie  least  pretence  for  their 
saying  so,  they  have  already  got  a  great 
advantage  over  us,  by  his  Majesty's  rati- 
fication ;  but  they  will  get  a  much  greater, 
by  thp  Parliament*s  approbation  of  that 
treaty,  wbicli  fumishea  thcni  with  such  n 
pretence. 

I  am  glad  to  hear,  Sir,  from  the  hon, 
gentleman,  that  the  nation  is  far  from 
being  in  any  .unfortunate  situation ;  be- 
cause he  ought  to  know,  and  I  am  con- 
vinced he  never  speaks  contrary  to  what 
he  thinks ;  but  whatever  we  may  think  or 
say  within  doors,  I  am  afraid  a  very  dif- 
ferent opinion  generally  prevail?  without 
doors.  The  people  do  not  judge  from 
what  they  hear,  but  from  what  tliey  seq 
and  feeL  They  have  felt  themselves  in- 
sulted, plundered,  and  cruelly  used,  by  the 
Spaniards :  they  have  as  yet  found  no  re- 
paration, nor  do  they  know  of  any  ven- 
geance that  has  been  taken.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  is  well  known  both  abroad  and 
at  home,  that  we  have  tamely  submitted  to 
repeated  insults  and  depredations  for  many 
years.  We  have  submitted  so  long,  that 
the  Spaniards  seem  to  think  they  have  ac- 
quired a  right  by  pre^ription  'to  plunder 
our  merchants,  ana  abuse  our  seamen  as 
often  as  they  have  a  mind,  rrom  our 
suffering  such  injuries  and  indignities  to 
pass  unpunished,  not  only  our  own  people, 
but  every  foreigner  that  hears  of  it,  may 
have -some  reason  to  conclude,  that  the 


Oration.  They  must  have  been  convincedij  nation  is  in  a  weak  and  contemptible  con, 
^ong  before  now,  that  they  had  no  roa-  dition,  or  that  some  of  those  that  have  an 
sonable  pretence  for  refusing  to  do  us  influence  in  our  counsels,  are  swayed  by 
justice;  bat,  if  they  were  not,  can  we    motives  inconsistent  with  the  honour  ana 

[VOLX.]  [SZ] 
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Debqpf  in  tlie  Cji^pifjiofis  on  th^ 


interest  of  their  country.  Jt  is  noit  fjrooi 
jthe  reports  of  his  IVfajesty's  enemies^  bu^ 
from  the  conduct  of  nis'^ajesty's  minis- 
iersy  that  people  form  their  jud^entj 
ind  therefore,  if  therjB  \fe  any  one,  either 
^t  home  or  abroad,  that  supposes  this  na- 
tion to  be  in  iEm  unfortunate  situation^  it 
tnust'be  imputed  to  his  Majesty -s  minis- 
iers,  who,  in  this  respeci^  might  indeed  be 
justly' called  his  Majesty ^s  greatest  and 
most  dangerous  enemies. 

In  the  C9se  now  before  us,  Sif ,  we  op^bt 
to  conside^  rather  what  the  people  w'^' 
but  doors  ma^  think,  or  what  fordgn  na- 
iiontf  may  thin)c,  than  what  anv  particular 
gentleman  of  thb  Hou^e  may  think  of  pur 
present  situation.  From  our  past  conduct, 
1  am  Ikfraid,  foreign  nations  nave  already 
l^egun  io  form  a  very  unfavourable  opinion 
^  our  circumstances ;  but,  iC  they  should 
iee  a  tr^ty  approved  of  by  Parliament^ 
6;>ntainin^  any  words  that  can  be  inter- 
|Mreted  f|s  an  admission  of  a  right,  which 
to  indepienilent  nf^tion  ever  submitted  to, 

Sey  must  form  a  most  contemptible  opi- 
^  on  of  us,  an4  certainly  will  treat  us  ac- 
<»>rdin]^ly.  Therefore,  I  think  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessieuy  for  us  to  hear'  counsel, 
upon  what  may  be  thought  to  be  the  im- 
port of  that  general  reference,  which 
|i^eiQs  to  be  the  chief  article  of  this  treaty. 

i  do  noi^  question.  Sir,  but  that  there 
ar6  several  gentlemen  in  this  House,  who 
are  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  law  of 
Rations,  and  the  nature  of  tjreaties  ;  I  have 
<m^  in  my  eye,  who  must  be  allowed  to  be 
^  great  master  in  this  way ;  for  though  he 
never  made  it  his  profession,  he  is  well 
known  to  have  had  great  practice ;  and,  I 
make  no  doubt  of  our  having  his  assist- 
ance, when  tliis  treaty  comes  to  be  ex- 
plained. But  no  gentleman,  who  never 
made  this  study  his  profession,  can  be 
supposed  to  be  so  well  acquainted  with  it, 
$B  those  that  do.  In  one  of  our  courts  of 
tustioe,  I  mean  our  court  of  Admiralty,  we 
Know  that  the  barristers  or  advocates  are 
Obli^d  to  make  this  study  their  particular 
proression ;  and  as  our  other  barristers 
may  happen  to  b^  employed  in  appeals 
irom  that  court,  most  of  them,  are  oDuged 
to  make  themselves  thorough  masters  of 
the  law  of  nature  and  nations,  especially 
w;ith  regard  to  maritime  af&irs.  There- 
fore, when  an  important  question  of  any 
such  nature  is  like  to  come  before  us,  it 
must  always  be  of  great  use  to  hear  coun- 
sel, before  w:e  give  our  opinion  upon  the 
question.^ 

Ii^  any  such  case,  Sir,  our  admitting 
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counsel  to  bi^  he9^4  P^  never  jbp  a  dan. 
gerous  precje^ent.  If  ^t  were  e^lished 
as  a  general  n^^,  it  co^ldl)e  attended  witL 
np  ba4  CQnspquence ;  because  such  cases 
rarely*  occur.  But,  if  they  were  mud 
more  frequept,  it  would  be  no  aigumem 
against  doing  ouf  duty,  wfUch  is,  b  d 
cases,  t(f  .enoeayour  to  be  thoroughly  in- 
formed before  we  give  our  opinioo.  If 
this  shopld  prolong  our  session  of  pailia- 
ment,  and  if  the  length  of  our  session 
should  make  it  necessary  to  revive  the 
antient  custom  of  paying  wages  to  oar 
parliament  men,  1  cannot  think  that  either 
wouU  be  a  loss  to.  the  nation,  or  an  inno- 
vation of  oqr  constitution.  The  last  would 
certainly  be  an  advantage,  because  it 
would  make  our  little  boroughs  do  ai 
manv  of  ibem  have  formerly  done:  it 
would  make  them  petition  to  be  freed  mm 
thp  burden  of  sending  burgesses  to  Pv- 
liam^nt ;  and  if  no  little  borough  in  the 
kingdom  senf  a  member  to  this  House,  it 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  an  advantage  to 
the  nation,  'imd  an  improvement  of  our 
constitution ;  because  tlie  people  would  be 
much.aiore  equally  represented. 

But  now,  qir,  suppose  it  were  allo^ 
to  be  an  established  rule  in  our  proceediop, 
nevei:  to  ^mit  counsel  to  be  neard  in  zn\ 
case,  where  ^o  private  right  or  propeitj 
is  concerned ;  yet  this  could  be  no  argi:- 
ment  against  our  admitting  counsel  to  ht 
heard  w^th  regard  to  this  Convention ;  be- 
cause It  must  be  granted,  that  the  priTSte 
property  of  great  numbers  of  his  Majestp 
subjects  is  deeply  concerned.  The  claunt 
of  our  merchants,  the  property  they  hare 
been  robbed  of,  amounts  toabove  400,00(1 
The  very  Petitioners  now  before  us  liave 
a  great  share  in  this  property ;  and  shJ 
we  say  their  private  property  is  no  wtij 
concerned,  when  that  wnole  claim  is  to 
be  given  up  for  95,0QO/.?  Can  a  msnH 
private  uroperty  be  said  to  be  no  way  ooo* 
cemed,^hen  he  finds  himself  in  danger  of 
being  obliged,  by  authority  of  PariiaiDent, 
to  accept  pf  less  than  5s.  va  the  pou::i 
from  a  aebtor-  who  does  not  so  much  as 
pretend  to  be  bankrupt  or  insolvent  ? 

The  people  of  Georgia  and  Carolifli* 
Sir,  have  a  property  in  the  lands  ther 
possess,  fouiiued  upon  what  ought  to  be 
held  one  of  the  most  sacred  rights  in  die 
World,  the  king's  grant  and  their  ovn  is* 
dustry ;  apd  can  their  property  be  said  to 
be  no  way  concerned,  when  limits  are  to 
be  settled,  by  whidh  some  of  them  m^ 
and,  for,  what  they  or  we  know,  dofthao 
may  be  str^t  of  the^r  ppsspsslons  i  I  ^Jf 
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$ir,  some  of  them  most,  and  iffl  of  them 
nay;  tot itw4  hbfpen  to  bt»  infected  witli 
She  atMe  comt»]lB^t  hunioar  Hrhin  we 
mcMe  ihi  d&^nhWe  tt^^y,  i^tfa  Which 
tve  se6ra  t6*He(ve  bfeen  infected  wh^n  we 
concluded  the  ])relihniniliy  arddes,  I  db 
lot  knoMf  btit  the  whole,  6lr  $t  great  part 
)f  South  Carolina  maj  be  natode  a  present 
br  kteping  the  S]>aniards  in  good  humour. 
\t  least)  some  of  th^  southern  parts  of 
jeorgia  mvM  be  given  up ;  for  it  wotdd 
Hive  been  ridiculous  in  us  to  rtfer  the 
imits  b^w^n  tlie  Spaniards  and  uA  in 
Florida  to  be  settled  by  ]ilenipot)entiaries; 
fat  the  same  time  we  had  beto  resqlved 
Mt  to  part  with  an  inch  df  whstt  we  then 
)retended  to. 

The  South  Sea  Cprnpany,  St^  have  if 
igfat  arid  property  in  the  Assi^nto  con- 
iBCt:  apropevty  that  wbuldhs^rebeefitf 
^t  value  to  them,  as  well  as  to  the  na- 
ion,  it  we  had  tdcen  care  to  retent  in  a 
m»er  manner  every*  invadon  tlM  was 
nade  upon  it.  Can  it  then  be  said,  thai 
he  private  property  of  the  South  Sea[  Cote- 
Any  is  no  way  concerned  in  a  treaty, 
rheni  by  the  fundamental  article  of  that 
teaty,  I  m^an  the  king  of  Spam's  Decla- 
^tion,  agreed  upon  with  reciprocal  ac* 
Hml,  we  nave,  in  some  measure,  acknow- 
edged  his  right  to  siisbetid  tii6  Assianto 
nntract,  u'nl^  that  Company  siibj' 
lerself  to  pay,  within  a  short  term,  a 
turn  of  money,  which  he  has  no  good 
;o  demand,  and  which,  though  he  had,^he 
nght  to  allow  in  part  ot'  payment  of  a 
nuch  greater  sum  aue  by  bun  to  them  i 

Sir,  M  private  property  of  the  Sooth 
^  Company'  must  be  s6  deeply  cion- 
med  in  any  queafttidn  that'  can  coihe  b'6- 
breus  reUitm^  to  this  Convention,  and 
itt,  in  my  opinion,  been  so  ffrtatly  in- 
ttt«d  by  our 'receiving  or  agreettg  to  this 
^laration,  that  I  am  suTprisj^  they 
me  not  the  first  to  petitidn  agdnst  the 
invention.  1  know  of  .no  means  that 
Mive  been  made  use  of,  either  public  or 
>mate,  for  q^riting  up  petitions  against 
t,  except  that  of  its  being'  printed  and 
rablished;  I  believe  there  was  no  oc6i- 
tion  for 'making  u$e  of  any  other  means, 
^t,  if  the  South  Sea  Company  do  not 
NStition  against  it,  I  shaJl  be  convinced 
hat  some  under-liand  metos  have  been 
nade  use  of  for  preventing  such  petitions ; 
lad  from  thence,  I  shall  be  apt  to  stispcct 
^t,  if  it  had  been  possible  to  procure 
ifiy  one  petition  ini  its  favonr,  no  proper 
^^eans  would  have  been  wanting. 

Sir,  I  think  I  have  mftde  it  appear,  t&at 
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tJiedKVite  prtjdlty  of  a  gfreaf  ffiiriV  it 
his  Majesty's  subject!^,  must  be  con^eme^ 
in  any  question  ihai  ckn  come  l^ford  u3 
itelatifi^  to  this  Coriventfoiif :  I  think  it  3 
Evident;  th'alf  the  pWvate  ^ro;ferty  of  tH'6s8 
whose  petitiod  we  Kave  how  beforf  u?; 
must  be  deeply  concerned :  and  therefore: 
if  couiisel'are  ever  to  be  heard  in aWcase 
Habere  ^nvate  property  is  cbncemed,  thev 
oug&t  to^b^  heard  when  we  cbnie  to  taK 
this  Convcfntion  into'  qiir  consideration*' 
For  #hieli'reab<Ai^  I  shall  be  for  a^reein^ 
to  thb  motion  wifhoiit  any^  Aixiendmint. 

Mv.JohnTalMi 

Sir;  thbtfgh  I  am  ftr  ftbtii  dfinldng  H 
d«fngei^bu8  to  Beifr  coutliia'upon'afiy  (;as^ 
whcTieyer,  yet  1  cannot  tfainl  it  is  iOwayj 
ijigcessary;  ah'd  iii  fi&rliamtotary' JBairs^ 
^hen  it  is  not  ^Ibsolutely  necesaary,  I  mu^ 
think  it  ougMnorto  be  sUfirwea ;  iNecadaey 
by  so  doiri£;  'iM  take  up  a  j^rieaf  d^  of  our 
tsne,  and  lay  thole  who  nSve'busihesg  be- 
fore lib  un&r  a  temptatioh,  dt  leait,  fft 
putting  theni^ves'tb  expenc^  to  nS  pur- 
pose. This,  Sir,  is  far  fVom  beu%^  a  nieif 
opinion,  or  a  new  way  of  thinkmg ;  for 
however  ri*6eSsary  som^  may'  think  it  to 
h^  counse^  iti  e^ery  ca^e  that  comes  be- 
fore parliament,  or  before'  our  courts  of 
jtttti^e,  it  was  not  tl^ought  sb'of  old:  so 
far  ollherwise',  that  bV  the  common  law  oif 
En^and,  neither  the  plaintifr  nor  de«' 
fendant,  in  any  of  our  courts*  of  justice, 
could  appear  by  his  attorney,  wh|io^t  the 
Ki^g^s  special  licence  signified  to  the' 
court,  by  nis  writ  or  letter :  every  man  of 
old  was  obli^ecf  both  to  prosecute  and  de- 
fetid  his  suh  in  hik  own  person ;  andf  upon  ' 
thnf  ciistdm,  the  learned  Coke  observes^ 
that  it  made  law-suits  less  frequent,  wlylcli,^ 
I  believe,  was  no  loss  to  the  Idn^om  in 
general,  whatever  inconvenience  it  might 
be  to  particular  persons. 

I  may  say  upon  the  present  occasion,' 
that  it  would  be  very  unadvisable  to  intro-^ 
duce  the  custom  of  permitting  every  man* 
to  be  heard  by  his  counsel,-  who  niight 
think  himself  aggrieved  by  anyregidation 
proposed  in  parliament  for  the  public* 
good.  In  some  cases  of  an  extraordinary^ 
natuve  this  perhaps  has  been  allowed  j  but 
it  Vanndt  yet  bd  said  to  be  an  established 
custom;  and" I  hope  it  never  will.  Iii' 
cases  where  the  rights  add  proptftie^  of 
private  men  appear  to  be  concerned,  it^ 
may  sometimes  be  necessary  to  hear  coun- 
sel; but  even  in  such  cAses,  we  ought  to 
diMinguiiirbdtween  those  in  which  some^ 
nice  pwnt  of  law  may  probabljr  arise,  arid' 
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pafit^  parties  iividl  cvnl  oaiuesfhave  been- 
constantly  allowed,  witiioat*  atijr  i^anrant. 
by  the  king's  writ  or  letters  patent,  to  aj)- 
pear  by  attorney,  and  to  have  their 
oause  pleaded  by  coansel ;  whicb  without 
dopbt  makes  law  suits  more  frequent  ihau) 
they  would  otherwise  be  ;  fof  if  parties 
were  now  obliged  to' attend  a  tedious  law 
suit,  and  nedect  all  their  other  business, 
no  man  would  either  prosecute  or  dei^nd 
his  right,  imlessit  were  of  a  very  great 
value. 

Then,  Sir,  as  to  criminal  causes,  I  know 
that  those  who  were  accused  of  treason  or 
felony,  were  not  of  old*  allowed  counsel, 
unless  some  difficult  point  of  law  happend 
to  be  started  upon  the  trial ;  because,  as 
opr  lawyers  say,  die  judges  are  to  be  of 
ODunael  for  the  prisoner.  But  eveiy  man 
will^.  I  believe,  grant,  that  this  was  a  se- 
imty>  introduced  in  fkrour  of  the  crown^ 
nofivevy  favourable  for  the  subject*  Our 
.  volumes  of  State  Trials  will  make  it  appear, 
fiiMT  seldom  the  judges  have  acted  thepart 
of  being  counsel  for  the  prisoner.  They 
often  appear  rather  to  haveaetcti  the  part' 
of  being  counsel  against  him,  and  have 
tveated  »man  as  a^  traitor  before  he'  was 
ooodemued  tidier  by  (Irod  or  hisconntry^ 
l!haifk  God !  with  regard  to  treason,  we^ 
bawgolfteo  of  being  obliged  to  have  none 
other  but  such' couioel :  we  havie  got  this> 
ridieuUus  custom  altered  by  meaaos  of  the 
Bevoludoh,  which  has)  in  sbme  mcbsnre 
restored  our  original  oonsdtution,  thoiTgh 
net'  sofuUy  as  it  ought  to  have  done* ;  for- 
ft:  RevoKitioa  iutnoduced  and  e8tablish\gd* 
upon  thepriiMriples  of  liberty  oughtto  have 
fWtedout  every'Stem  of  arbitrary  powisr, 
whei^SM^  iff  sonye-cases)  it  may  rather  be 
said  to  httve  piaAted  it,  which  shews  the 
weakness  of  huneini  foresight,  and  howne* 
cessai»f  it  is  fbr  the  patrons  of  liberty'>  t6 
bealways'upon'  thehr  guard* 

With  respect  to  felonies,  it  is  true;  Sir; 
die  andent'cttstom' still  remains;  but  I'<am 
emprised  it  has  not  iff  this  case  likewi^' 
been  altered  by  statute.  It  is  better  20 
guilty  escape  dian'  one'  innocent  suffer; 
fiffd  lam  convinced,  this* custom' has  been 
tho'occaaon  of  manyan  innocent*  man^s 
being  condemned,  who,  if  he  had<  been 
allowed  counsel,  would  have  mtide  his  in* 
nocence  as  bright  as  the  sun  shine*  It  is 
impossible*  for  aii  'ignorant  man'  to  tell 
when  a  point  of  law  arises  ;  and  the  more 
innocent  he  is,  the  more  ignorant' Mfe  may 
suppose  him  :  those  that  are  never  ^^ty 
of  any  crime,  ah3  seldom  at  the  pains  to* 
study  the  criminal  lam  of 'tho'lfibgdom^  op 
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the  metbods  of  trid  m  sudi  csmi;  ^ 
therefore  the  moreui^t  are  diey,  of  thMK 
selves,  to  conduct  die  e9tanhia6(ta  of 
ness^,  or  to  take  ffbtice^  and  maftc 
I  proper  advantage  of  anyj^bint  of  law 
mayarisein  the  course  Ofthe^ 
They-  must  depend   ihdrely  upon 
judges,  ahd'tke  jucfees  iffay  iff  ttte  tmy— 
.felonies  behave  asr  they  have  hitheHsA 
iff  the  case  of  treason  :  diejr  miy  In 
beat  the  prisonei<,  and  thei-el^  previotf 
taking  notice  of,  or  insisdng  upon 
points  of  law,  Which  he  may  xmt 
reason  to  insist  on^ 

But,  Sir,  whether  this  costiom  of  \ 
ing  persons  accused  of  trei^m  or  fttaf 
have  counsel,  be  a  laudable  costom  or 
itis  a  custom  that  has  dways'beeii 
ed  by  parliament.    Was  tliere  ever  a 
son  accused  la  parliament  of  my 
misdemeaDor,  that  was  dot  sffli^nBl 
sel,  if  be  desirM  it  ?  Iff  •  biUe-  of 
nenddes,  are  not  those  against     . 
dU  is  designed^  dwa^  flowed  to  be' 
by  their  counsd  against*  the  b81i  * 
pettthnents'iffthe  other  Hodse,*' 
impeaidifed,  thoo^h  for  hi^  tit 
alwsys  t>ee!Ar'  allowed  cQUiisei,  eveif 
th^  custom  prevailed  <^xiM 
sel  to  petsoffs  that  were  tO'faiie  trieA 
criiies  in  inferibr  codrts.    It'is  ' 
wrong  to  dftt#  arcuments*  from 
iMr,  or>  evev  was  the  practioe  of 
courts,  folr  diewing  what  is  or' 
betbe  pracdee  of  parliament; 
follow  the  custom  of  inferior  dMirti 
regard  to  treasbm  and  ftfoffiesi  tlr  ^ 
tionersoo^to'be  allovred  coansel,' 
our  treaty  ^makers  nAone; 

However;  Sif,  as  this  coiloBif  wai 
yetintrodiicedhito  pflri]ametft,if4 
nndcers^  upohtMHr  treatv^  beri]|' 
siired  by  parlitoilent,  wh|cb*Ihoprit 
should  ^  pmsGCffted  either  by '  a  III 
pains  aniupetmft!^,  or  by'  any  other 
tiamentary  method  of  proMmtls^ 
should  be  fdr'allowin^  them  moie 
thtth  some  of' thehr  friends  seem  wi 
allow  to  the  peddoners:  I  shoott 
allowing-them  to beheardbythdri 
against  anv'sticbbill  or  nioseentiM. 
•  It  is  a  litde  extrAorainary  to  sajff^ 
most  not  allow  the'pedtkmets  tobe 
by  their  couiisel,  because  th^  hsi^ 
expressly  petitioned  for  it.  Sir,  they* 
pctidoned  to  be  heard,  bot  tef  faM 
so^  modest  sas*  to  leave  it  loiAeiy'tol 
mipoint  wMdi  'way '  they  dnl)  be-MiP 
Theh*  ntodestyi  ^hews  their  lespeet  ta' 
this* Houses  and' shall  we'inake'pe^ 
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AiSkrfor  shewipg  us  i^  decent  respect  ?  If 
we  should  /ever  do  so,  I  tbinfc  we  should  d^ 
»trve  to  meet  wIUi  oooe  upon  any  future 
application :  aiid  now  it  has  been  moved  io 
)ruer  them  to  be  heard  by  themselves  or 
:ounsel,  if  we  should  refuse  to  give  them 
he  libertj^  of  bei^g  h^ar4  by  their  cou^el, 
[  an^  ^raid  it  will  be  looked  on,  by  people 
fitliout  doors,  as  a  preliminary  ^{^j^  0- 
rards  our  apprqving  of  this  prelimmary 
xeaty,  which  the  whole  natiop  difapproves 
)f,  and  con^quently  will  very  much  tend 
owards  diminishing  that  respect,  wbich 
he  people  of  this  natiop  h^re  alvtrays  hi- 
herto  had  for  their  parliaments*  They 
riD  despair  of  ever  meeting  with  anv  reli^ 
Torn  nariil^^ent,  and  as  soqii  as  thi^  de- 
^r  becomes  general,  they  will  begin 
JO  think  of  otner  niethods  tor  obtaining 
relief,  whicli  may  be  ^tended  with  the 
nost  dreadfc|l  con^uences  thi^t  may  be 
fatal  to  our  religion  and  liberties,  but  con- 
iequences  that  may,  mi^ch  more  probably, 
>e&tslt9  the  royal  family  now  upon  the 
hrone. 

I  shall  readily  Rrant,  Sir,  that  wise  men 
Rrill  give  up  something  of  what  they  may  rea^ 
ionably  demand,  rather  than  risk  the  whole 
ipon  the  daubtfid  event  of  ^  w^r,  espe- 
?ially  when  the  chance  of  war  seems  to  be 
against  them.  But  whatever  the  precepts 
>t'  Christianity  may  inculcate,  I  am  sure 
he  precepts  of  wisdom,  especially  in  poli- 
ical  aifairs,  can  never  direct  that,  if  an 
aemy  takes  our  cloak,  we  should  giv«  hiiti 
)ur  coat  also;  or  that,  if  he  gives  us  a  box 
m  oQe  ear,  we  sliould  hold  up  to  him  the 
tiler;  which  seems  to  be  our  case  with 
egard  to  Spain*  They  have  taken  from 
IS  our  cloak,  and  by  this  Convention  we 
cetn  willing  to  give  them  our  coat  also : 
bey  have  given  us  a  most  hearty  blow,  I 
^y  say  several  blows,  on  one  ear,  and  by 
his  Convention  we  seen^  to  hold  up  to 
hem  the  other.  They  let  a  captain  otone 
»f  our  merchant  ships  escape,  some  y^^s 
ince,  witii  the  loss  of  but  one  ear  ;*  out  if 
L  British  parliament  approves  of  this  Con- 
ention,  every  British  subject,  that  shall 
hereafter  have  the  misfortune  of  fall- 
ng  into  their  hands,  must  expect  to  lose 
>oth. 

I  shall  likewise  grant.  Sir,  that  in  order 
0  determine  wheUier  the  chance  of  war 
)e  for  us  or  against  us,  the  power  of  our 
^neinies  and  our  own  weakness  must  be 
considered,  and  Uiat,  in  order  to  judge 
(whether  we  ought  to  have  accepted  of  tUs 
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Coavenlion*  ve  oughl  to  view  both  in  tbek 
proper  and  tr»e  i^t ;  but  if  Spam  is  to 
be  assisted  by  none  of  the  other  fiowers  cH 
Europe,  I  am  sure,  neither  their  power 
nor  our  weakness  can  be  urged  for  our 
giving  up  any  thing  we  have  a  just  pre- 
tence to.  I  am  8ur»  Spain  is  not  now  near 
so  powerful  as  it  was  m  the  days  of  queen 
Elizabeth*  and  considerinff  the  Union  ef 
the  two  kingdoms  of  En^and.  aipd  Sc<it» 
la^d,  ^d  the  great  improvements  w«  hare 
niade  in  our  trade  mi  plantations,  since 
that  queen's  reign»  though  we  have  been 
upon  th«  decline  for  some  years  oMt,  I 
must  think  we  are  now  more  powerful  than 
we  were  at  that  time ;  and  yot  that  wisa 
^ueen  was  so  far  from  bearing  tamely  any 
injury  that  was  offered  by  t]iu9  Spaniarda, 
that  she  always  pursued  tnem  with  inune* 
diate  vengeaoee,  and  provoked  them  to 
battle  in  every  comer  01  the  world.  Thera^ 
fore,  if  Spain  is  not  to  be  assisted  by  any 
of  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  we  could 
be  under  no  necesmty  to  accept  of  this 
Convention;  and  if  the  Spaniards  are  to 
be  supported  by  France,  in  the  unjust 
claims  they  have  set  uo  against  us,  and  tho 
piracies  and  cruelties  they  have  committed 
upon  our  merchants  and  seamen,  I  must 
say,  we  have  shewn  a  great  deal  of  com- 
plaisance to  that  kingdom,  for  almost  these 
twenty  years  past,  to  very  little  purpose. 
But  these  things.  Sir,  the  counsel  that 
are  to  be  heard  for  the  Petitioners  ca^ 
have  nothing  to  do  with*  They  are  only 
to  shew  us  what  we  have  given  up,  or  what 
we  noay  be  supposed  to  liave  given  up,  by 
this  Treaty ;  and  the  consequences  of  the 
concessiona  we  have  made,  or  are  like  to 
make,  with  regard  to  the  nation  in  gene* 
ral,  and  with  regard  to  the  rights  and  pro- 
perties of  tlie  Petitioners  in  particuhir.  It 
IS  this  House  only,  that  is  to  consider, 
whether  we  are  in  such  circumstandea  as 
to  render  it  necessary  to  make  such  con* 
cessions.  The  counsel  have  nothing  to  da 
with,  nor  can  tlkey  be  supposed  to  know, 
any  thing  either  of  the  ciroumstanpes  of 
this  nation,  or  of  the  circumstances  of  out 
enemies ;  therefore  we  cannot  expect  to 
hear  from  them  any  florid  harangues,  either 
upon  our  own  strength  or  courage,  or 
upon  the  weakness  and  cowardice  of  our 
enemies ;  and  consequently  we  need  not 
be  afraid  of  having  our  time  taken  up  with 
hearing  eloquent  addresses*  made  by  theitt 
to  the  Gallcdes.  But  after  ^y  have 
finished  and  are  withdrawn,  I  shall  expect 
to  heai*  from  some  gentlemen  in  this  House 
as  florid  harangues  as.  they  are  capable  of 
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making,  upon  the  u^ty  and  wiadom  of 
peace&le  measures^  which  in  a  trading 
nation  is  certainly  a  more  popular  subject, 
and  consequently  a  subject  which  affords  a 
greater  scope  for  eloouence,  than  the  sub- 
ject of  war  can  affora  to  any  orator  in  the 
kingdom.  The  love  of  peace  and  peace- 
able measures  will  always  be  a  popular 
•ubject  among  a  rich  and  industrious  peo- 
ple, as  long  as  there  is  nothing  done  for 
the  sake  of  peace,  that  is  either  dishonour- 
able or  disadvantageous  to  the  nation.  But 
when  this  happens  to  be  the  case,  I  shall 
admit  that  war  then  becomes  the  popular 
■id>ject,  which  I  am  afraid,  indeed,  is  too 
much  our  case  at  present. 

Sir,  it  seems  now,  as  I  have  said,  to  be 
allowed,  even  by  th^  gentlemen  who  have 

rke  upon  the  other  side  of  the  question, 
t  the  rights  and  properties  oi  private 
men  may  be  greatly  affected  by  this  Con- 
vention ;  but,  say  these  gentlemen,  shall  we 
aUow  every  man  to  be  heard  by  his  coun- 
sel, that  may  think  himself  aggrieved  by 
.  any  regulation  proposed  in  parliament  for 
the  public  good  f  I  shall  grant,  Sir,  that 
the  public  interest  is  to  be  preferred  to  the 
interest  of  any  private  man ;  but  1  hope  it 
will  be  likewise  granted,  that  if  any  parti- 
cular private  man,  or  set  of  private  men, 
IS  to  suffer  a  real  loss  by  what  is  to  be  done 
for  the  public  good,  the  public  ought  to 
make  him  all  possible  atonement;  and 
therefore,  if  any  set  of  private  men  think 
that  they  in  particular  will  be  aggrieved 
by  what  is  proposed  for  the  public  good, 
and  we  see  cause  to  believe  that  it  may  be 
so,  we  generally  ought  not  only  to  receive 
their  Petition,  but  to  allow  them  to  be 
heard  by  their  counsel ;  and  that,  even  al- 
though "there  be  no  likelihood  that  anj 
difficult  question  in  law,  relating  to  their 
property,  can  arise  upon  our  examination 
mto  the  affair.  For  if  a  private  man  must 
^  suffer  for  the  sake  of  the  public,  we  ought 
to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  making  the 
mnount  of  what  ne  is  like  to  suffer  appear 
as  clearly  as  possible,  in  order  that  we  may 
provide  a  remedy,  or  make  him  an  ade- 
quate satisfaction. 

However,  Sir,  as  the  gentlemen  of  the 
other  side  have  allowed,  that  in  cases 
where  difficult  points  of  law  relating  to  the 
rights  of  private  men  may  probably  arise, 
the  Petitioners  ought  to  be  allowed  coun- 
sel, I  think  this  alone  is  sufficient  for  con- 
vmcing  us  that,  in  the  present  case,  the 
Petitioners  ought  to  be  admitted  to  be 
heard  by  themselves  or  counsel.  For,  I 
think  it  is  evident,  that  a  very  nice  point 
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of  law  must  arise,  when  we  come  to  take 
the  Convention  into  consideratioD.  We 
must  then  enquire  into  the  import  and 
meaning  of  those  words  in  the  ConTendoc, 
by  which  we  submit  all  the  claims  set  up 
by  Spain  to  be  regulated  by  commissaries. 
I  hope  these  words  do  not  import  an  ad- 
mission of  any  of  their  claims ;  but  I  aio 
fkr  from  being  clear  as  to  this  point;  and 
I  am  sure  it  is  a  point  in  which  the  pro- 
perty of  every  one  of  our  planters  in  the 
We^t  Indies,  especially  Jamaica,  is  deniv 
concerned.  I  could  mention  several  otW 
nice  points  that  wiU  probably  arise  in  the 
course  of  our  examination ;  but  this  I  take 
to  be  sufficient  for  shewing  the  necessitT(^* 
admitting  the  Petitioners,  to  be  heard  by 
counsel,  even  according  to  the  niaximi 
laid  down  by  those  that  argue  against  it. 
Now,  Sir,  as  to  our  time,  I  must  confes 
that  an  hon.  gentleman  has  fallen  upon  i 
very  ingenious  method  for  persuading  os, 
that  more  of  our  time  wHl  be  taken  up  ia 
hearing  the  petitioners  by  their  coonse}, 
than  by  diemsclves  only.  He  has  told  us, 
that  if  we  order  them  to  be  heard  by  theso- 
selves  or  counsel,  it  will  in  effect  be,  t« 
hear  them  both  by  themselves  and  coaa- 
sel ;  because,  says  he,  we  shall  first  her 
tlieir  case  stated  by  their  counsel,  aw 
then  we  shall  hear  it  stated  again  by  tbcm. 
when  they  come  to  be  examined  as  vit- 
nesses.  I  wish  the  hon.  gentleman  \sA 
considered,  for  surely  he  knows,  what  i? 
flie  business,  of  counsel,  and  what  is  tbt 
business  of  witnesses  upon  such  occKioc«- 
It  is  the  business  of  counsel  to  state  tht 
case,  before  the  examination  of  witne^^ 
bep;ins,  and  to  sum  up  the  evidence  aftn 
it  IS  over ;  both  which  they  are  to  do  ir 
as  clear  and  as  short  a  manner  as  thtr 
can ;  and  it  is  likewise  their  busines  to 
take  care,  that  every  witness  shall  give  an 
account  of  all  the  material  facts  he  bor. 
in  as  plain  and  clear  terms  as  po^l)^ 
Then  it  is  the  business  of  every  witness  to 

five  a  true  and  sincere  account  of  allfcf 
nows,  relating  to  the  afilair  uponwhicilh^ 
is  examined,  and  to  give  nlain  anstren  to 
such  questions  as  shall  oe  put  to  bin. 
This  is  their  respective  duties,  and  it  is  tk^ 
business  of- the  judge  to  keep  themtother 
duty ;  therefore,  after  the  petitioners  c^ 
has  been  stated  by  their  counsel,  none  i;j 
them  can,  and  I  believe,  none  of  them*- 
presume  to  state  it  over  a^n,  when  t]j£/ 
come  to  be  examined  as  witncases :  i^sr.; 
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dmit  the  petitioners  to  be  heard  by  coun- 
t\  what  must  be  the  consequence  ?  Some 
f  themselves  roust  supply  the  place  of 
ounsel.  Some  of  them,  by  the  appoint- 
lent  of  the  rest,  must  state  the  case  at  the 
eglnning  of  the  examination,  and  some  of 
iem  must  sum  up  the  evidence  afler  the 
xamination  is  over;  and  those  very  peti- 
loners,  who  are  appointed  to  st^te  the 
ase,  or  sum  up  the  evidence,  may,  nay, 
Tobably  must,  be  examined  as  witnesses, 
or  proving  some  of  the  facts  that  may  not, 
erhaps,  be  'known  to  any  of  the  other 
ritnesses;  for  otherwise  you  would  lay 
he  petitioners  under  a  very  great  disad- 
antage,  because  the  best  speakers  among 
hem  may  be  the  best  witriesses,  and  if  you 
ihould  refuse  to  hear  them  in  a  double  ca- 
)acity,  the  petitioners  must  be  deprived  of 
uiving  their  case  stated  by.  the  best,  pcr- 
laps  the  only  spokesmen  among  them,  or 
if  having  their  best  witnesses  {Emitted  to 
be  examined.  Therefore,  in  this  way,  as 
Hell  as  the  other,  they  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity, if  thev  should  thuik  proper,  and 
>'ou  should  allow  themi  to  lay  their  case 
i.vice  before  you,  first  as  petitioners,  and 
next  as  witnesses.  But  the  difference  be- 
(..cen  the  two  methods  of  hearing  them, 
is  that  if  you  hear  them  by  themselves 
nnly,  as  they  are  not  accustomed  to  such 
things,  and  may  be  more  sanguine  than 
they  ought  to  be,  most  people' are  in  their 
own  cause,  they  will,  probably,  be  more 
tedious,  both  in  stating  their  case,  and 
summing  up  their  evidence,  than  counsel 
would  l:^ :  and  even  when  they  are  exa- 
niined  as  witnesses,  their  fear  of  forgetting 
any  thing  material,  will  make  them  more 
apt  to  fall  into  repetitions  and  tautologies, 
tnan  they  would  be,  had  they  counsel  at 
the  bar  to  direct  them,  and  to  put  them  in 
mind  of  any  material  fact  which  they  knew, 
^nd  had  mrgot  to  give  an  account  of. 
1  roni  whence  we  must  conclude,  that  more 
|>t  our  time  will  be  unnecessarily  taken  up 
in  hearing  the  petitioners  by  themselves 
o«iy,  than  in  hearing  them  by  their  counsel. 

I  have  as  good  an  opinion  in  general  of 
the  talents  and  qualifications  of  those,  who 
have  the  honour  to  be  members  of  this 
House,  as  any  man  can  have :  1  liave  a 
^ery  groat  opinion  of  tlic  abilities  of  some 
among  us ;  but,  Sir,  as  we  are  judges,  we 
cannot  be  counsel  in  any  affair  that  comes 
heforc  this  House  ;  unless  we  take  up  that 
office  which,  the  lawyers  say,  is  the  duty 
of  those  who  are  the  judges  of  our  inferior 
courts,  I  mean  that  of  being  counsel  for 
those  that  are  accused  of  any  crime  or 
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misdemeanor.  If  we  consider  oursehres 
in  lliis  li^ht,  we  must  be  of  counsel  gainst 
the  petitioners,  |ire  must  be  of  counsel  for 
those  who,  die  petitioners  say,  have 
brought  their  country  into  a  most  disho- 
nourable and  disadvantageous  treaty ;  and 
in  this  light,  surely,  we  must  allow  the  pe« 
titioners  to  have  counsel,  as  other  prosecu^ 
tors  have;,  because  we  are  all  to  be  of 
counsel,  rather  against  them  than  for  them. 
But  suppose  it  were  otherwise,  smoe  no 
gentleman  can  be  supposed  to  be  so  well 
acquainted  with  the  laws,  as  those  who  are 
in  daily  practice ;  therefore,!  think,  it  will 
be  extremely  proper,  if  not  absolutely  ne-  - 
cessary,  for  us  to  hear  counsel  upon  the 
point  \  have  mentioned,  and  upon  several 
other  points  of  law,  that  may  probably 
arise  in  the  course  of  the  examination; 
and  as  I  think  a  great  deal  less  of  our 
time  will  be  taken  up  in  hearing  the  peti- 
tioners by  their  counsel,  than  m  hearing 
them  by  themselves,  I  shall  be  for  order- 
ing them  to  be  heard  by  themselves,  or 
counsel,  and  consequently  I  must  be  against 
tlie  Amendment  proposed. 

Upon  a  division,  it  was  carried  against 
heanng  by  Counsel,  227  against  208.* 

♦  "  So  small  a  majority  upon  so  disputefl  a 
point,  gave  vast  spirits  to  the  minority  ;  and  it 
was  DOW  publicly  given  out,  that  the  oppositioii 
to  the  minister  would  not  long  continue  io  a 
state  of  minority.  NothiD|[,  it  is  true,  could 
have  saved  the  downfal  of  sir  Robert  Walpole 
at  this  time,  but  the  regard  his  Majesty,  who 
knew  his  intentions,  bad  for  the  minister,  and 
the  attachment  bis  friends,  many  of  whom 
were  of  the  most  distinguished  ranks  in  the 
kingdom,  had  to  his  person.  Some  of  tbem 
knew,  and  all  of  them  believed,  that  u^Mn  the 
whole  he  was  sincerely  in  the  true  interest  of 
his  country  ;  though  many  of  them  secretly 
lamented  that  bis  passion  for  peace  bad  carriel 
bim  so  far  as  to  put  up  with  the  indignities  the 
sailors  and  merchants  bad  suffereil  from  the 
Spaniards,  and  which  formed  the  foundation  of 
the  ontcry  against  him.  Sir  Robert,  and  bis 
brother  Horatio,  were  amongst  the  very  few  in 
the  nation  who  considered  the  state  of  parties  in 
a  proper  light.  They  knew  that  the  ablest 
members  in  the  opposition  secretly  laughed  at 
the  outcry  which  in  fact  they  had  adopted,  that 
they  might  succeed  to  places  and  to  power. 
They  were  sensible  that  the  conduct  of  the  go- 
vernment, with  regani  to  Spain,  bad  not  been 
irreproachable ;  but  the  end  they  had  in  view 
was  laudable,  nor,  in  any  country,  but  in  Eng- 
land, would  it  have  beeo  expected  that  some 
regard  was  not  due  to  the  prepossessions,  the 
prejudices,  and  even  the  mistakes  gf  a  power 
they  were  trciitiiig  with,  and  whose  friendship 
was  so  essential  to  their  real  intsiest    But  the 
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Vent'Ion  wifk  SpXin.*]  March  1.  The 
6rder  of  the  day  Veing  reiid,  for  takit^g 
into  further  considferation  the  Convention 
lately  concluded  between  Great  Britain 
and  Spain,  and  the  Separate  Articles  be- 
longing thereunto. 

The  Earl  of  Ckolmonddey  stood  up,  and 
spoke  as  follows : 

My  Lords ;  we  Hre  noiv  met  in  order  to 
ilpprove  or  disapprove  of  a  tneasnre  that 
has  made  a  very  great  noise  in  the  world, 
and  ?8  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the 
honour  hrid  intere^  of  this  nation.  As 
your  lofBships  have,  with  great  patience 
and  candour,  heard  the  petitioners  against 
the  Convention,  yoiir  lordships  cannot  mids 
now  of  being  thoroughly  informed  of  everj' 
possible  objection  to  it.  For  my  own  pt^rt, 
ray  Lords,  I  have  given  all  the  attention 
that  I  was  capable  of  giving  in  this  ai&ir: 
1  have  eii&avOured,  as  much  as  possibly  I 
i^ould,  to  be  quite  unbiassed;  and  I  flatter 

minister  seldom  or  never  urgied  even  that  ar- 
^linettt,  bat  rested  bfs  de&nce  entirely  npoo 
the  equitjT  and  prpdeoce  of  his  admniistnition. 
Be  disclatnied  a  longer  fprbearappe  wi|h  Spain, 
.and  Mr.Xeene,  at  this  very  time,  had  orders 
^lo  declare  to  that  cobrtt  that  if  bis  Catholic 
^majesty  should  tobger' refuse' to  fulfil  the  terins 
of  the  coarentiob,  that  Orders  for  reprisals 
would  iiiiniediately  issue,  w^iich  would  be  at- 
tended by  a  declaration  of  war:  and  tq  shoW 
that  the  goyeraroent  was  in  earnest,  a  large 
j^inforcement  of  shijps  •  was  sent  to  admiral 
.haddock,  to  enaUe  him  to  act  offensively." 
Vindal. 

•  "if arch  3,  1789.  The  grand  debate  in 
fie  House  of  I/irds  is  pretty  well  over.  Tues- 
day was  entirety  spei^t  in  hearing  ihtf  nier- 
jfphantii,  and  examining  Mr.  Steirt ;  and'Tburs- 
j^day  in  debating  till  eleven  o'clocfr.  Lord 
rChoIfnoiideley  moved  the  question,  wliicb'was 
^an  Address  of  Thaiiks  and  ApproDatTon.  &e 
spoke  very  well ;  and  it  is  pid  in' general  tfcat 
Ibe  whole  debate  was  an 'extreme  fine  one, 
jcondiicted  with  great  dignity  and  decency  as'a 
,hatioiia)  .concern,  a^d  not  personal  or  minis- 
^ter^al.  ,  The  duke  of  Arg^^le,  who  spote  two 
^bo'urSj'yas  the  only  one  who,  as  I^hcar.'took 
niucb  freedom  with  the  niihisters.  *L6rd 
.  'Chesterfield's  speech  is  prodigiously  anpTaoded, 
as  very  fine  and  very  artful."  31r.  Orlebar  ioj 
^the.  rev.  Elenrv  Etoiigh  :— Coxc's  Memoirs  ofi 
Sir'  R.  WaJpoIe ;  Correspondence,  vol.  "3,  p. 
$15. 

^    "  The  dispute  occasioned  by  the 'Con  ven- 
ation in  the  House  of  Uords,  was' maintained 
^YJ^id^  eqaal  warmth,  and  perhaps  with  more 
ss'diuts  than  jt  was  m  the  House  of  Commons. 
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myself,  the  judjpnerit  I  have  ftrmed  of  this 
measQiie,  is  tilie  residt  of  an  Impart^  en- 
quiry into  its  m^ts.  I  do  nut  know  whe- 
Uier  I  shall  be  sofintnnBteastohavsptir 
lordships  of  the  same  Opinion  with  me; 
but  1  hope  your  lofdslilps  will  bdulge  me 
a  little,  while  I  giVe  'my  reasons  for  a  mo. 
tlon  that  Ii^hall  take  ttie  liberty  tomalre. 
Whoefver,  rilV  Lordis,  considlers  dfe  ma- 
tual  itite^es^  of  Oreat  Britain  and  Spun, 
will  easily  allow  that  thcise  interests  are 
best  constdted  h^  ctiltivatinga  strict  peace 
and  harmony  with  one  another.  Great 
Britain,  whose  welfare  depends  upm  a 
trade,  In  which  she  has  nbw  Tftany  rivali, 
retips  great  advantages  from  a  free  and  un- 
interrupted connnerce  wifli  Spain.  And, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  necessity  that  Soain 
is  under  to  cdtivilte  a  good  nbderstanQing 
with  Great  Britain  is  so  evident,  that  it  a 
become  even  prdverbial ,  amongst  them. 
The  advantages  of  a  good  understandinf 
being  thus  mutual,  it  is  to  he  ||resnmefl 
that  the  tnini^tei^  of  boA  crowns  will  be 
equally  desirous,  eqtkally  sincere  in  remor- 


LordCiirterct  displkyeda  aiirpriftaffeiteiitrf 
pofttical  knowledge,  recomtnendiedlif  ail  tbe 
graces  of  elocuiioh,  6baite,  pure,  dignified,  toi 
delicate.  Lord  BatbUrtt  argUCIl  ^fiinst  tin 
articles  t>f  the  Cdnventiitei  with  bis  nsnal  spirit, 
mte^y,  and  good  seose^  particularly  aoioiated 
kf  an  toaest  iiidigna^OD  which  the  wrongs  of 
his  country  bad  inspired.  ,  The  earl  of  Cbo- 
terfield  at&cked  tbb  inglorious  nieasore  vHk 
all  the  wekrht  of  argument,  and  alltbe 
hblg^ancy  ofWir^.  The  doke  of  Argyle,  » 
longer  a  piatllaan  of  the  miniMiy,  invevM 
^nst  it  V  hlfhbi^sAs  tHndi^felMB,  awl  i^ 
8trttCtit»,  With  all  the  flte^iiiip^liiOBity,i]idci* 
tinisiasm  of  declamatJiai.  It  was  9tkM 
with  pneqivd  arms  by  the  duke  of  Newcudr. 
the  earl  of  CBolmondalyf  lord  Herv«y»  the  kn 
chancellor,  the  bishop  of  Salisbury,  and  in  ptf- 
ticuEar  by  the  carl  or  Hay,  a  nobfemaB  of  ex- 
tennye  ^paci^'and  Uncommon  erudition ;  l^ 
tnatirable ' ftr  * nls -knowledge  of  flic  cini li»i 
i^d  Heeibingly  Ibrnied  by  nature  for  a  ftM- 
clan ;  cool,  diScemiQg,  plaiiSSble,  artft).  ^ 
entarpiishig,  stabnch  Id  the  oibister,  isd  a- 
variably  true  to  hu  own  interest.  The  djipa^ 
.wta  learned,  long,  and  obstinate :  bet  cmM  a 
osual  in  the  discomfiture  of  those  who  Iw 
stigmstised  the  treaty.  This  was  a  bard-vM 
victorv.  At  the  head  of  those  who  voted  agai^ 
the  Address  we  find  the  ^iHnCe  of  Wales.  Hb 
e^tample  was  fbUbwid  by  six  dolrec,  two  10 
twenty  earls,  four  vlsconnls,  eighteen  bvoB^ 
fbiirbnbops;  and  their  party  was  renfiireed^ 
sixteen  praides.  A  spirited  pratcst  was  orta" 
and  subscribed  by  nine  and  thirty  peers,  coa- 
prebeading  all  the  opblemso  of  tae  kis;^ 
who  were  moSt  eminent  ftr  their  tsk&ts,  iute* 
grity,«nd  virhie.^'   SisSktt 
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w  oil  tnM^MtUkMtnta  tn  an  lUtairfthlp  An  ttnA^ 

Lt  tb^iaqiQ  lime,  my  Lgm  tbe  gre^t  in- 
^cQurae  b^tvruU  tbe>i^j^^l^  of  the  tiyrp. 
ations,  the  ne||[hl>ourhQO<}  of  their  pos- 
sssionsp  1^  giye  ipe  l^ve  to  add,  the. 
i&ceot  genius  of  the  two  people,  render 
leae.  impediments  pretty  nrequ^t;  9Xkd, 
ley  are  of  such  n  nature,  as  not  to  be 
amounted  but  by  eaph  party  wisely  yield- 
Ig  1^  little  to  the  other.  As  their  posses- 
ons  in  America  is  the  source  A  their 
eakb,  and  as  the  trade  which  we  carry 
Q  with  our  settlements  there,  is  the  qaost 
ilusble  braochf  of  our  commerce,  the  prer 
inration  of  thafi  trade,  and  these  posses- 
W8,  free,  and  entire,  is  what  each  Aatioi^ 
presuined  pwcipally  to  hav^  in  view* 
ittt  89  tbe^ft  possessions  and^settlejnents 
e  at  such  i^  vast  distance  from  each  nap 
on,  there  is  no  wonder  if  it  is  often  very 
Ifficuk  £6r  the  govepunent  in  Europe  to 
mn  a  nAt  judgment  of  the  fiu:ts  that 
reate  dimencesbetwixt  the  two  crowns; 
lie  offices  of  boUi  representmg  matters  to 
^  own  court  in  such  colours  as  may 
^  excuse  their  own  conduct,  or  pro- 
)ote  their  interest.  So  that,  though  each 
rowQ  had  the  b^t  dispositions  in  the 
forid  to  do  justice  |o  the  subjects  of  the 
ther,  it  is  many  times  pext  to  impossible 
or  either  to  ^rm  a  true  judgipent  of  mat- 
en  so  sQpn  as  the  impatience  of  the  par- 
es requirea. 

I  aqof  ^pt  to  believe,  my  Lords,  that  the 
ifierences,  which  have  so  long  subsisted 
«tween  the  courts  of  Great  Britain  and 
ipain,  are  rather  owing  to  these  causes, 
ban  to  any  claim  of  sovereignty  oi^  the 
American  seas,  or  to  apy  exdusiTe  right 
f  navigation  Uie  Spaniards  pretend  to  on 
itese  seas.  The  first,  my  Lprds,  has  never 
^  been  owned  by  the  court  of  Spain ; 
nd,  indeed,  it  is  too  ridiculous  a  clauQ  for 
oy  people,  not  absolutely  void  of  common 
(Q9e,  to  insist  on.  The  other  Qliaim»  I 
^^>  k  giyen  up  by  the  Convention. 
^e  preamble,  my  Lords,  of  that  tr^y, 
>y8}  that  *  Whereas  4iflerenees  have 
^sen  between  the  courU  of  Great  Bri- 
^  ^d  Spi||n,  on  account  of  visiting^ 
searchiDg  and  Uking  of  vessels,  the  seiz- 
ing of  effects,  the  regul^ion  of  limits, 
sod  other  grievances  i^ledgc^d  on  each 
«i^,'  (for,  mj  tord^,  the  Spaniards 
I4?e  their  grievances  as  w^  as  we;j 
;  werefoce  hitf  Britannic  Majesty,  and  his 
I  ^^olic  Hiyesty ,  haying  nothing  so  much 
I  ^  beart  as  to  preserve  an4  corroborate 
th^  good  correspondence  which  has  so 
^C  QlWfMs  liax«  gr«nt^  641  ppwers 
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« th»  Cony^^toppu*  Thi%  Ffi^fW^^  ^X 
Vqwy  sl^w^a  smcf^re  int<yi^on,  ip.  eac^ 
<^the  contracting  powers,  tp  yield  to  the 
just  denu^ids  og  t;fte.Q|y^er,  \f^  on  ojir 
side,  have  complapea  of  thg  searc&ing^ 
visiting  apd  taking  ojir  ships,  and  the  seizs>, 
ine  our  efiecu.  The  Spfuqaard^  on  Uieir 
side,  compl^h^  tbat  we  ^ve  enciroach^ 
upon  their  li^ni^.  Both  crowiHi  a^.  sei)si- 
ble,  that  unless  tbe  causes  of  these  com- 
plaints are  removed,  a  rupture  m^^st  follow. 
But,  my  Lords,' as  we  nave  alr^y  suf- 
fered a  great  deal,-  as  our  trade  has  been 
put  undler  great  epcua^brances,  and  ^e 
losses  of  our  merchants  have,  been  con- 
siderable, it  was  but  reasonable  that  ouyr 
claims  should  Ij^ve  a  retrospect.  Accprd^ 
ingly,  we  fin^,  that  the. first  Article  of  th^i 
Convention  not  only  j^rovides  for  the  re- 
moving of  all  complamts  for  the  future, 
but  contains  a  general  acknowledgment 
of  our  right  to.  satisfiw^tion  for  what^  if 
past.    In  that  article,  my  Lords,  we  find, 

*  That  the  adjusting  and  regulating  the 

*  pretensions  for  reciprocal  reparation  oi 

*  the    damages   ahreajdy  sustained,   and, 

*  above  all,  to  find  out  mean^  to  prevent  th^ 

*  like  causes  of  conphunt  fi>r  the  Aitur^^ 
'  and  to  remove  absolutely  apd  foe  ever* 

*  every  thing  which  might  give  occ^Oii^ 
'  there^),  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  only 
'  means  of  establishing,  on  ^  lasting  ^un« 
'  dation,  the  ancient  friendsb^  an  4csi- 

*  rable  and  necessary  for  the  recip^oca) 

*  interest  of  both  nations,  particularly  \vjit!^ 

*  regard  to  commerce.'  Xliis,  I  aip  per- 
suaded, your  Lordships  will  agree  ^>  \^^ 
the  point,  which  our  ministry  ought  to 
have  had  principally  in  view;  and  give 
me  leave  to  say,  my  ](«ords,  they  were  di- 
rected in  this  by  your  lordships  resolu- 
tions, which  included  saitisfiictiop  forpast^ 
and  security  against  future  injuries.  Thu% 
my  Lords,  your  lord^ips  and  tb^Q^nistry 
have  proceeded  on  the  Bst;me  foundi^tion; 
you  have  laboured  to  effect  the  same  en^. 

What  remains  now  to  be  comiide^  uw 
whether  the  measures  whicb  the  mupkist^ 
have  tciken,  whether  tbe  9tq^.nl^oi[is  19 
this  Convention  ai:e  the  proper  19^^  ^ 
obtaining  (hc^  great  purpose^  Wf^^^ff 
consider^  i^y  Lords,  the  W^,  of  ^ 
putes  and  preft^isions  tbajt  bay^  sut^ed 
of  bite  betw^  our  court  Q^d  U^t  qf 
Spain,  Qiust  readily  allow,  that  it  i?iavio|- 
sible  to  adjust  themaU  f^  once^  ^^  ^ 
reason  the  administi:a^bn  of  Gre9|  l|rit§in 
found  itself  under  a  necesi^i^  of  it^^i^Z, 
fojT  Qi^  mmAh  ^h«  PQR^U^  9i^  ^^ 
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Bitive  treaty,  by  which  the  respective  pre-  [  a  treaty,  in  w&ich  the  stipoktioiia  shall  be 


tensions  of  the  two  crowns  are  to  be  finally 
regulated.  But  his  Majesty  had  so  great  a 
regard  to  the  interest  of  his  injured  sub- 
jects, that  he  insbted  upon,  and  obtained 
a  definitive  and  express  Article  for  imme- 
diate reparation.  I  know,  my  Lords,  it 
has  been  objected  to  this  Convention,  that 


more  comprehensive  and  express,  so  as  to 
itvQid  all  ftiture  disputes.  As  this  h, 
and  was,  the  only  view  of  our  ministry 
in  the  late  protracted  negociatioDs,  I  do 
not  see  what  greater  satisfaction  the  na- 
tion can  have,  as  to  the  definitive  treatr 
that  is  to  follow  this  Convention,  than  the 


the  renunciation  of  all  claims  which  the  i  expressly  naming  all  former  .treatiee,  sc- 
Spanmrdshtfve  to  stop  or  search  our  ships,  |  cording  to  which  all  pretensions  are  to  be 
ought  to  have  been  tne  first  and  the  most  ,  finally  regulated. 

express  stipulation,  for  fear  that  in  tlie  en-  |  Let  us  suppose,  my  Lords,  that  the  Spa- 
suing  definitive  treaty  sufficient  care  should  '  niards  entertain  some  chimerical  nation^:, 
not  be  taken  of  that  point.  But,  my  :  which  at  present  they  do  not  thuik  fit  to 
Lords,  I  cannot  see  the  least  foundation  ;  divulge ;  and  that  -they  are  from  thence 
for  this  objection;  the  security  of  our  |  resolved  to  insist  upon  certain  stipniattou 
navigation,  even  by  this  preliminary,  is  i  in  the  definitive  treaty,  prejudicial  to  oar 
strongly  provided  for.  We  find,  by  the  interests:  Xsay^  supposing  this  to  be  their 
latter  part,  of  the  first  article,  that  the  {  design,  we  have  prevented  both  their  per- 
plenipotentiaries  are  far  from*  being  at  I  sisting  therein,  and  our  negociators  makiog 
liberty  to  act  in  this  respect  as  they  please :  j  any  concessions  of  that  kind.     They  most. 


they  are  tied  down  to  proceed  according 
to  the  sense  of  all  the  treaties  now  subsist- 
ing between  the  two  crowns.  Your  lord- 
ships have  found,  that,  by  these  treaties, 
the  freedom  of  the  navigation  and  com- 
merpe  of  the  British  subjects  in  the  Ame- 
rican Seas  is  sufficiently,  established. 
'Therefore,  my  Lords,  if  this  is  all  tiiat  we 
want  in  a  definite  treaty,  as  our  plenipo- 


by  this  Article,  have  a  retrospect  to  fbnner 
treaties.  The  tenour  of  these,  is  to  be 
their  rule.  This  Article,  therefore,  my 
Lordsj  is  equal  to  a  formal  renunciation  oi' 
their  claim  to  a  right  of  stopping,  search- 
ing and  plundering  our  ships;  becausf, 
while  they  acknowledge  the  validit}'  cf 
these  treaties  they,  in  the  strongest  man- 
ner, disavow  all  such  pretensions:  nay, 


tentiaries  are  tied  dowh  by  those  former  '  my  Lords,  I  think  that,  according  to  tlte 


treaties,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  where 
the  force  of  this  objection  lies. 

The  treaties  which  are  referred  to,  my 
Lords,  are  no  less  than  eight ;  and  as 
each  preceding  treaty  received  a  con- 
firmaiion  by  the  subsequent,  so  the  de- 
finitive treaty,  that  is  to  be  concluded  in 
eight  months  firom  the  date  of  this  Con- 
vention, must  give  a  farther  confirmation 
to  every  one  of  them.  Our  ministers 
therefore,/  my  Lqrds,  have  acted  in  this 
measure  no  otherwise  than  the  ministry  in 
all  ages  have  acted,  when  the  points  in  dis- 
pute could  not  be  immediately  settled  by 
the  precise  words  of  the  treaties  already  in 
force.  In  such  case,  all  that  a  minister 
can  do,  is  to  make  another  to  explain 
themL  -  They  are  to  make  express  provi- 
sions in  that  treaty  for  all  those  cases 
which  occasion  doubt  or  dispute,  whereby 
the  meaning  and  intention  of  the  preced- 
ing treaties  is  farther  ascertained. 

Thb,  ray  Lords,  is  exactly  tlie  case  be- 
twixt Spam  and  Great  Britain.  We  can 
make  no  treaty  with  that  court,  by  which 
we  pan  acquire  any  a'dditional  security  for 
our  navigation  and  commerce,  wliicn  we 
have  not  already  stipulated  to  us,  in  effect, 
by  preceding  treaties.    But  we  can  msdce 


circumstances  betwixt  us  and  Spain,  k'j^i 
much  stronger  security  than  we  coul'i 
have  had  from  any  renunciation ;  because 
we  treat  with  this  advantage  on  our  &idt\ 
that  we  have  155,0002.  in  hand,  as  as 
earnest  for  their  abiding  by  every  stipula- 
tion. 

It  may  be  here  objected,  that  the  Spa- 
niards, very  probably,  entertain  a  quite 
different  notion  of  the  sense  of  these  tr^ 
ties ;  aixd  that  when  they  agreed  that  tk 
proceedings  of  the  plenipotentiaries  sbouki 
be  accordmg  to  them,  they  imagined  tbt 
the  tenor  of  these  treaties  gave  them  t 
right  to  search  our  vessels  upon  the  Awe- 
rican  seas.  This  objection,  I  apprehi2Sil« 
may  be  removed  several  ways :  and  6ist, 
my  Lords,  their  owning  tliemselves  in- 
debted to  our  merchants,  is  a  full  sod  a 
direct  acknowledmnent  tliat  they  &cte<i 
against  the  meaning  of  treaties,  as  often 
as  they  stopped  and  searched  our  ^p 
upon  these  seas.  This,  my  Lords,  is  ^ 
evident;  for  if  they  believe  that  the« 
treaties  give  them  a  right  to  search,  bov 
can  we  suppose  that  they  would  consent  to 
pay  damages  for  confiscating  pur  ships. « 
natural  consequence  of  uieif  sesrcb: 
Therefore,  my  Lords,  1  do  affirm,  tl»t  \h^- 
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Spaniards  coold  not  have  given  us  a 
ttroDger  proof  that  they  now  understand 
these  treaties  in  the  very  same  sense  with 
^our  lordships,  and  with  all  England,  than 
heir  paying  damages  for  having  pretended 
o  understand  them  in  a  different  sense. 

But/  my  Lords,  whether  they  under- 
land  these  treaties  in  the  same  sense  with 
IS,  or  not,  it  will  he  no  disadvantage  to 
jreat  Britain.  Suppose  the  plenipoten-* 
iaries  on  both  sides  are  met,  and  enter 
tpon  this  point :  they  differ  about  it :  what 
9  the  consequence,  my  Lords  ?  Why  the 
inferences  are  broken  up,  and  we  do 
hen  the  very  same  thing  that  we  can  do 
low ;  we  declare  war ;  but  with  this  dif- 
iwence,  that  we  shall  then  carry  on  the 
rar  with  95,000^.  more  in  our  pockets 
han  we  have  at  present j  besides  which, 
re  may  add  a  still  greater  advantage,  an 
inlnterrupted  prosecution  of  our  com- 
nerce  for  six  or  eight  months  longer, 
rhere  is  still  another  answer  to  this  ob- 
ection,  my  Lords :  the  Spanish  ministry 
ire  sufficiently  apprized  of  the  construc- 
ion  which  Great  Britain  puts  upon  these 
reaties :  they  see  it  by  the  Resolutions  of 
H)th  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  they  see 
t  in  every  memorial  presented  on  that 
object ;  so  that,  unless  they  had  been  re- 
olved  to  settle  this  point  in  the  very 
oanner  in  which  we  understand  it,  we 
annot  suppose  that  they  would  have 
igreed  to  the  payment  of  the  money,  or 
>ul  themselves  to  the  trouble  of  appoint- 
ng  plenipotentiaries,  and  holding  confer- 
ences to  no  purpose. 

They  cannot  flatter  themselves  that  our 
lenipotentiaries  will  dare  to  understand 
bese  treaties  in  any  other  sense  than  what 
oth  Houses  of  Parliament  have  affixed  to 
hem,  or  that  our  ministry  will  advise  the 
atification  of  any  such  unauthorized 
reaty.  Upon  the  whole,  my  Lords,  I 
^11  venture  to  say,  that  I  have  unan- 
swerably removed  the  grand  objection 
gainst  this  Convention,  of  its  not  being  a 
efinitiye  treaty,  or  a  treaty  which  finallv 
scertains  the  commercial  rights  of  this 
ation,  and  guards  against  their  violation 
^r  the  future.  Thus,  my  Lords,  I  humbly 
ope  I  have  made  out  my  proposition, 
ith  regard  to  the  reasonableness  and  ad- 
antages  of  this  Article,  to  your  lordships 
Uisfaction. 

So  great  a  concession  being  made  on 
le  part  of  the  Spaniards  (and  I  will  ven- 
tre to  say,  my  Lords,  that  it  is  as  great 
s  ever  avas  made  by  any  people  not  ab- 
alutely  reduced)  it  was  proper  to  take 


the  other  subjects  of  mutua]  complaint 
betwixt  the  two  nation*  under  consU 
deration.  That  of  the  greatest  importance, 
next  to  the  liberty  of  an  unmolested  na- 
vigation, related  to  the  Limits  of  Ca^o^ 
Una  and  Florida.  The  Spaniards  contend, 
that,  in  our  settlement  of  Geoi^,  we 
have  made  some  encroachments  upon  their 
frontier.  We  deiky  it;  therefore  this 
afiairis  left,  by  the  second  Article,  to  be 
settled  bv  the  plenipotentiaries.  But,  my 
Lords,  this  does  not  at  all  weaken  the  right 
we  insist  on  to  the  province  of  Georgia. 
This  right,  as  well  as  that  to  a  free  and 
unintetTUjpted  navigation,  is  established  by 
the  treaties  (particulariv  the  American) 
which  are  to  n^ulate  the  proceedhigs  of 
the  plenipotentiaries.  Our  ministry,  there- 
fore, have  done  wisely  in  thus  referring 
that  matter  to  a  future  discussion.  Besides^ 
my  Lords,  it  is  very  possible  that  the 
Spaniards  may  have  some  just  causes  of 
complaint  witii  regard  to  the  boundaries 
of  those  provinces.  However,  it  is  rea- 
sonable, at  least,  to  hear  what  they  have 
to  say  upon  this  head ;  and,  ff  their  com- 
plaints are  well  grounded,  to  remove  the 
cause  of  them.  This,  my  Lords,  is  no 
more  than  doing  as  we  would  be  done  by. 
As  to  leaving  the  territories  of  both  in  the 
same  state  uiey  are  in  at  present,  without 
raising  or  carrying  on  any  additidnal  for- 
tifications, it  is  an  article  that  we  cannot 
justly  complain  of;  for,  besides  the  equity 
of  the  thing  in  itself,  it  is  as  much  for  our 
interest  as  for  that  of  Spain,  since  they 
have  no  more  liberty  in  this  respeot  than 
we  have.  Besides,  it  is  an  usual  stipu- 
lation in  all  treaties  made  for  settling  boun* 
daries. 

The  next  Article,  my  Lords,  relates  to 
the  Satisfaction  which  our  Merchants  are 
to  have  for  their  past  Losses,  and  is  defi- 
nitive. By  this,  my  Lords,  his  Majesty 
has  set  a  noble  example  to  his  successors, 
in  providing  immediately  for  the  interest 
of  his  subjects,  while  the  interests  of  his 
crown  are  referred  to  a  future  discussion. 
It  is  true,  that  the  sum  stipulated  for  their 
relief  is  not  equal  to  their  first  demands, 
but  BO  reasonable  person  wUl  object  to 
this,  Hhen  he  reflects  that  losses  of  this 
kind  are  commonly  aggravated ;  and  that 
it  would  have  been  imprudent,  if  not  un- 
just, to  have  insisted  upon  the  rigour  of 
such  demands,  and  thereby  have  defeated 
the  whole.  Accordingly,  our  commissaries 
thought  fit  to  reduce  the  original  sum  to 
1200,000/.  When  this  was  done,  my  Lords, 
there    was  still    another  difficulty.    His 


1%  QSOAGJE  II. 

Calhotic  Mttc»ly's  tods  in  Aco^rica* 
from  wbick  thit  money  vas  ta  W  pAicl* 

'  U9  ymy  uncoitam«  acui  the  disbui^em^nyts 
fimn,  mm  slow  aad^procasiousp  His  mi- 
BiBlesB  msistQdy  tbiat  pa^onfo^  s)^d  bo 
made  oUhov  in  the  pto^s  where  the  con- 
fiacations  happened  whichmusi  have  heeo 
evawi  incoATonieoey  Ux  the  fujbxec^;  osa 
thait  Ih^  ahoulcl  accept  of  aocurily  for  it 
99  the  Chamhes  of  Commerce  alt  Sevdlle* 
Thi9  was  stSl  wone»  hy  reckon  of  the  diffi- 
CD^Itiea  that  aftlewl  such  a  payment,  and 
iWp  parquisitfie  tha^  must  bo  dedueted  for 
the  several  officers.  Ujpon  diew  %pcount6 
a  farther  deductm  ol  ^fiODl^  was  al- 
lowed for  prompt  payiueat,  l^hiich  is  to  he 
made  at  Xooaouy  withio  fi>i«  months 
after  the  exchange  ef  the  ratificatiojna. 
Kqw,  my  l.Qrds«  as  we  had  made  such  de- 
ductions, it  was  hut  reasonable  that  the 
Spaniards  should  Khewise  on  their  parts 
recede  from  the  rigour  of  their  demands, 
which  amounted  to  180^000/.  and  were  re- 
duced to  ^000/.  Thb  abatement,  in 
nropcyrtion  to  the  sum,  is  considerably 

,  lai^ger  than  that  made  on  our  part,  and  is 
a  proo^  both  pf  the  ze^  of  tne  ministry 
here  for  the  interests  ^f  the  nation,  and  of 
the  willinflness  and  sincerity  of  the  Spa- 
niards to  fiilfil  their  engagements*  This 
ahatement  was  the  more  extraordinary, 
hemgmade  out  of  a  debt  that  we  had,  by 
treaty,  owned  to  be  due.  The  same  Ar- 
lide  provides,  th^t  it  shall  not  be  pre- 
tended that  these  reciprocal  discharges 
extend  to  the  accounts  and  differences 
which  sdbsist,  or  are  to  be  settled  between 
the  Crown  of  Spain  and  the  South-Sea 
Company*  By  this,  my  Lords,  we  see 
that  all  Uie  Accounts  betwixt  that  Crown 
and  the  afiureaaid  Company  are  entirely 
diitinctfi-om  those  that  are  settled  by  the 
commissaries  appointed  by  the  treaty  of 
Seville,  and  that  his  Cathmic  Majesty  has 
no  manner  of  pretence  fojp  detainmg  a 
shtllinff  of  this  95,000/.  on  account  of  any 
debt  tnat  may  he  owinff  him  by  the  South- 

^  Sea  Companjr*  On  the  other  hw&d,  my 
Lords,  by  this  Article,  care  is  ^en  that 
the  South-Sea  Company  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  the  debts  whidi  they  can  claim  ci 
4hat  Crotlm,  or  its  subjects. 

The  fourth  Article,  my  Lords,  relates 
to  some  Ships,  the  value  of  which  was  in- 
dttded  in  an  Estimate  made  by  the  ciim- 
missaries  appointed  by  the  treaty  of 
Seville,  and  vlu<^  makes  a  part  of  thp 
IBSfiOOL  s^puhited  for  the  relief  of  our 
merchapts.  Nothing,  therefore,  could  be 
more  reasonable  than,  if,  in  copsequence 


of  the  ocders  di^t^^  tj^,  the  py^  of 
Spain  for  th«A  purp(98e,  tJp^  wjbjoi^  or  any 
part  ctf  the  parent  for  thea^  ^hips  hm 
hem  mi^  in  Ajifimqt^,  k^  QS^yiaeot 
sboi4d  h^  deduct^  out  o^  tpf .  stimJiM 
sum.  Care  u^  iy>twithstaadmg,  taj^  m 
the  same  4^^^  that*  tl^  pejmeat  ot 
the  9^,QP0^M99(h$><or  tJ^^BSSoq, 
in  any  m^Huier  del^ifea;  so  zeaioo^  my 
Loi:ds,  ig^as  our  mmistry  for  ohtaiuDg 
an  immediate  celieif  for  our  soterisg 
mei;chants;  and  so  williw  i|as  ^  ^nmn 
of  Spain  to  grant  it,  that,  W  the  ls|ie 
part  of  the  Article,  she  entirety  relies  oa 
the  filith  of  the  government  he^e,  fiw  le- 
foodin^  what  smdl  appear  to  have  bees 
already  paid. 

l!hj^  next,  A^rticl^mjlA^td^  proridei 
that  the  ratifications  m  this  Conventiai 
shall  bj^  delivered  oc  excb^g^d  at  Loo- 
don,  within  the  spac^  of  sU  ^^^  ^ 
farthest,  after  thay  are  signed.  Thh,  oj 
^rds,  is  as  short  a  time  ^  coiild  ban 
been  avowed  fo^  that  pmcpo^^,  and  ^H^nis, 
that  oof  ministnr  hei^  weif  resolved  tbei 
not  e  day  8h9ul4  b?  lo^t  i^^  Urmging  ths 
a&ir  io  a  ^^edy  issiAe. 

The  ^rat  ^parate  Artidf^  mj  L<9rds,  s 
calculated  tq  remo\;e  the  emnmon  oh^* 
tion  of  the  tediousoes^  pf  aU  nego^iattoQi 
with  that  Court.  By*th^  A^[ticle,  tk 
mini^feis  plenipotentiary,  'wJ|^o  ace  to  me^ 
at  lifa^a  witnin  the  qpace  of  ax  weejp^ 
to  be  reckoned  from  the  day.  of  exdoK- 
ing  the  ratifici^iona,  are  earned  on  tEe 
part  of  Spain  as  weu  as  of  l^iM^lepd;  vA 
by  the  latter  part  of  (be  >em  Article,  t 
vexy  short  ^rm  is  appointed  for  die  psv- 
ment  of  the  95fiQ0L  In  is^  imy  Lmh 
to  conclude  this  short  vieiir  ^  ^e  sfc^s- 
lations  of  the  Coi^vention,  the  mimitgr 
has  had  so  just  a  regard  to  tl^  ii^fieit  ^^ 
the  subjects,  that  mi  expr^  promoo  i& 
made  for  the  restitutipa  ^f  a  ship,  tk 
value  (rf*  which  i^  not  c<Hpap^pel^9»Md  in  th« 
estimate  made  by  the  c^nnpussacie^ ;  be- 
cause, it  seems,  we  circumstance  of  ber 
capture  were,  on  the  p^  off  %pa^i,  mors 
inexcusable  than  those  of  a^y  of  |he  ofiber 
amtures. 

rrom  this  impectial  survej^  myLod% 
I  hope  it  will  linear  te  yoytf  ^nnh?^. 
that  his  Majesty,  m  the  whole  eoufse  ot' 
this  negpciatioQ,  has  iia4  ^oth^  ^  ^^ 
at  heart  as  the  interest  o!^  nis  subjects; 
and  that  the  same  has  been  ftithfoHy  vd 
successfully  prosecuted  on^  ^  part  of  bit 
ministry.  This  nejgociation,  ^y  tord^ 
therefore,  ipay  be  ju^y  Ipf^  upqo  is 
the  p^oiTi)t^u:e  of  those  |9opi9^  4^  ^ 
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untnces  vnich  the  PflrlisnieiitliBS  fecc^Ti^ 
rom  the  thrdne,  as  tfften  a3  it  has  ad- 
tressed  it  on  ftiiA  head.  And  as  the  prds- 
ycritjofhis  M^esty's  Subjects,  and  the 
lonour  of  his  Crown  are  inseparable,  a 
ust  regard  in  bll  the  ^ipulations  has  b^en 
lad  to  those  important  points.  Care  ^as 
iden  taken,  that  all  the  concessions  that 
re  made  in  this  treaty,  have  been  made 
in  the  part  of  Spain.  Therefore,  my 
^rds,  I  nope,  on  this  occasion,  all  con- 
entions  and  animosities  will  cease  ^unongst 
IS,  since  his  Maiesty  hks  now  temoved 
he  causes  which  nave  so  long  and  so  un- 
lappily  divided  us.  *r1iis,  my  Lords,  ii 
he  only  means  of  making  a  just  return  to 
he  regard  which  liis  Majesty  has  always 
expressed  for  your  lordlships  resolutions 
md  advice,  since  evei»y  Step  of  this  nego- 
tiation has  been  conductea,  according  to 
*hat  appears  to  have  been  the  sentiments 
i  Parhament. 

Your  lordships,  in  all  your  deliberations 
ipon  this  great  and  important  afiair,  have 
^pressed  a  just  sense  of  the  miseries 
»hich  war  entails  upon  a  trading  people ; 
fou  have  e^cpressed  Vour  desire  or 'Seciir- 
ng  the  blessings  or  peace,  if  they  dould 
t)e  secured  with  die  dignity  arid  interest  of 
his  nation.  This  nesociation,  myLofds, 
.Towns  the  wishes  of  parliament,  "by  an- 
iwering  all  these  great  ends ;  and  it  has 
>een  conducted  in  such  a  manner,  £S  to 
convince  those  with  whom  t^e  were  treat- 
ing, that  his  Majesty  was  as  ready  to  do 
limself  justice  by  arms,  as  he  was  willing 
»  receive  it  by  n^gociation.  No  sooner, 
ny  Lords,  was  this  Convention  cbncluded, 
han  his  Majesty  laid  the  treaty  before 
his  House.  All  that  now  remains,  is, 
or  your  lordships  to  add  strength  and 
'eight  to  Mis  Majesty's  negociations,  by 
^our  approbation.  Tnerefore,  my  Lords, 
take  the  liberty  to  move, 

"That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
0  his  Majesty,  to  return  him  the  Thanks 
>f  this  Hoiise,  for  having  been  graciously 
^leased  to  lay  before  us  thfe  Conventioti 
•etween  his  Majesty  and  the  king  of  Spain, 
lated  the  14th  day  of  January  last,  N.  S. 
ogether  with  separate  Articles ;  and  to 
'xpress  the  just  sense  which  this  House 
ttth  of  His  rojral  care  of  the  true  interests 
)f  his  people ;  to  acknowledge  his  Majes- 
f%  ffreat  prudence,  in  bringing  £he  De- 
nands  of  ms  subjects  for  their  past  Losses, 
^hich  have  been  so  long  depending,  to  a 
»ial  adjustment  by  the  said  Convention, 
"»d  procuring  m  express  Stipulation  for 
^  Bpeedy  payment ;  and  in  laying  a  fbun- 


datioid  fbf  accomponhmg  the  great  and! 
desirabK  \ends  df  obtaiiiifyg'ftitilre  security, 
and  preserving  the  peace  between  the  twto 
crowns:  to  declare  otnr  confidence  and 
reliance  on  his  Mstjesty's  roykl  wisdomi 
and  steady  attentl6n  to  the  honour  df  hia 
ci'own  and  the  welfiirfe  1»f these  kingdoms ; 
diat,  in  the  Treaty  ^6  be  conchEkled  in  pur- 
suance of  this  Convention,  proper  provi- 
sions win  be  made  for  Redress  t)f  th^ 
Grievances  b6  justly  complained  of;  end 
particullrrly,  that  ^e  fiteedora  of  naviga- 
tion and  commerce  in  the  American  fiSoB, 
to  which  his  Majesty*^  subjects  are  eh- 
tftliddlw  ihe  law  ofimtioBS,  and  by  virtue 
of 'the  Treaties  submting  between  the  twb 
cfoWiis,  win  be  so  effectaaUy  secured,  ftM 
(hdy  may  enjoy  iinmoleitted  their  undoubt- 
ed right  df  i&vigilttng  hnd  carrying  dn 
trade  and  conomerce  from  due  part  m  hit 
Majeshr*lB  dominidns  to  any  other  part 
thereor,  without  being  lidde  to*be  stopped, 
vi^ted,  or  seiirched,  on  the  6{$en  seas,  or 
to  any  other  violation  or  infraction  df  *>the 
said  treaties;  the  mutual  observaitbe 
thereof,  and  a  just  regard  to  the  privllegea 
belonging  to  each  other,  bain^  the  only 
means  of  maintaining  a  sooa  corres- 
pondence and  lasting  fTien£hip  bfetwei^ 
the  two  natioils :  Td  cixbr^ss  abo  our  firm 
dependence,  tbat,  in  the  Treaty  to  bte 
concluded  in  pursuance  of  the  sriid  'Con- 
ventibn,  <he  utmost  resard  Srffl  "bfe  ¥kA  to 
thfe  rights  belonging  to  nb  MWesty'tf  droWh 
and  subjects,  in  adjusting  and  settling'tlfd 
Uraits  of  hfs  Majesty's  ddminiotisin  AKne- 
rica :  and  to  give  hisMajMy  theithltigeit ' 
assurances,  that,  in  case  his  just  Expecta- 
tions shall  not  be  answered,  this  'Hdate 
will  heaWly  and'  zedlously  concur  in  all 
such  measures  as  shall  be  neeessairv  to 
vindicate  his  Majesty's  honour,  tmd  to 
preserve  to  his  people  the  fuH  enjoyment 
of  all  those  rights  to  which  they  arte  cfn- 
titled  by  treaty  and  the  law  of  natidnsl** 

The  Lord  Carteret : 

My  Xords ;  I  could  have  wished  this  af- 
ftir  had  cbme  under  our  delibefatidn  -in 
another  shape.  Since  I  have  had  the  lio- 
nour  of  fitting  m  this  House,  I  ne^drhea^B 
a  more  complicated  question  piit  td  it: 
and,  my  Lords,  it  is  a  very  uripleasilfft 
task  to  oppose  a  motion,  when  one  cdxiiidl 
do  It  without  opposing  a'measiire  that  car- 
ries, or  seems  to  cany,  the  miriosof  da^ 
and  gratitude  to  his  Majesty.  But,4  fcar, 
the  Address  pronosed  wiU  bte  ihejme^. 
dangerous  compumeUt  this  Home  %ftx 
made,  tb  ttiMtlhtal  bis  TMjSiCf  ^mx  M. 
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cei?ecL  Had  the  Conventiim,  luv  Lords, 
without  any  con8ide.ration  of  this  kind, 
been  the  Bubject  of  debate,  I  should  not 
have  had  the  least  difiOiculty  m  expressing 
my  sentiments :  but,  as  the prescntmotion 
is  upon  an  address  to  his  Majesty,  I  own, 
tliat  I  am  under  some  difficulty.  How- 
ever, my  Lords,  I  will  endeavour,  in  wliat 
I  shall  advance  upon  this  subject,  to  pre- 
serve that  entire  respect  I  ever  shall  have 
for  my  sovereign ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
to  deliver  myself  with  freedom,  in  regard 
to  the  interests  of  my  country,  which  shall 
always  be  first  in  my  thoughts. 

The  noble  lord,  who  made  the  motion, 
has  endeavoured  to  demonstrate  to  your 
lordships,  the  great  advantages  arising  to 
this  nation  from  the  Convention ;  he  has 
examined  every  Article  by  itself,  and  finds 
it,  upon  the  whole,  to  be  a  just  and  ho- 
nourable treaty.  My  Lords,  I  shall  take 
the  freedom  to  examine  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  shall  endeavour  to  shew  your 
•  lordships,  that  it  answers  neitlier  of  the  two 
great  points  the  nation  has  in  view,  I 
mean,  reparation  for  past,  and  security 
against  future  iniuries.  At  the  same  time, 
my  Lords,  I  shall  keep  in  my  eye  the  He- 
Bolutions  which  your  lordships  came  to 
last  session,  which  our  ministers  ought  to 
have  kept  close  to  in  all  their  subsequent 
negociations  with  Spain. 

llie  npble  lord,  towards  the  beginning 
of  his  speech,  with  great  accuracy  dis- 
played the  advantages  accruing  to  Great 
Britain  from  a  right  understanding  with 
Spain;  his  lordship  has  likewise  taken  no- 
tice of  the  disadvantages  which  the  great 
distance  betwixt  Old  and  New  Spain  puts 
that  government  under,  by  making  it  im- 
possible for  them  to  know  the  true  state  of 
the  differences  that  frequently  arise  betwixt 
the  subjects  of  the  two  crowns,  so  soon  as 
tlie  impatience  of  our  merchants  requires. 
This,  my  Lords,  might  be  a  very  good  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  tne  Spaniards,  if  the  in- 
juries we  so  justly  complain  of  were  but  of 
yesterday.  But  give  me  leave  to  say,  my 
Lords,  that  they  are  of  a  very  lonff  stand- 
ing. The  Spaniards,  slow  and  phlegma- 
tical  as  they  are,  had  they  been  in  the  least 
disposed  to  do  us  justice,  might  have,  by 
this  time,  made  a  thorough  enquiry  into, 
thd  nature  of  these  complamts,  they  might 
^ave  been  fully  informea  in  every  particu- 
lar that  either  their  own  governors,  or  the 
subjects  of  England  had  to  alledge.  They 
have  had  almost  20  years,  my  Lords,  for  this 
enquiry ;  and  if  theu:  dispositions  had  been 
so  just  as  th«  noble  lord  seems  to  think  they 


are,  it  is  impossible  but  that»  daring  that 
time,  they  must  have  found  the  means  of 
^ivin^  us  satis&ctioo.  But,  my  Lords,  h 
IS  plain,  upon  the  principles  they  went,  vc 
never  coiud  have  satisfaction.  If  a  s^zur: 
of  one  of  our  ships  was  made,  we  appli  j:] 
to  the  court  of  Spain  for  redress  :  we  laid 
our  grievances  before  their  ministers,  and 
they  ^ent  orders  to  America  to  their  go- 
vernors to  enquire  into  the  facts.  ^^ly 
Lords,  I  say,  that  was  not  the  method  b) 
which  we  were  to  have  reparation ;  as  tik; 
noble  lord  himself  observed,  it  was  thebj- 
siness  of  their  governors  to  excuse  tbcc 
own  conduct,  by  throwing  the  blame  upon 
us :  therefore,  we  can  never  suppose  tiu 
they  would  admit  themselves  in  the  wrccg. 
So  that,  if  the  court  of  Spain  was  to  fans 
their  judgment  upon  the  representation  <£ 
their  governors,  we  were  always  sure  tc 
have  it  given  against  us. 

But,  my  Lords,  though  the  Spanish  go- 
vernors had  really  been  disinterested,  or 
any  way  disposed  to  do  our  mercbonti 
justice,  yet,  as  the  facts  were  stated  to  them 
from  die  court  of  Spain,  the   case  woulnf 
have  been  the  same*    For  let  us  suppose, 
my  Lords,  that  one  of  our  ships,  in  sailing 
from  one  part  of  his  Maiesty's  dommioai 
to  another,  is  surprized  by  the  SpanianL. 
they  find  therein  logwood,  cocoa  nuts,  or 
Spanish  coin,  accordingly  she  is  carried  to 
a  Spanish  port,  where  these  facts  being 
proved,  ana  finding  that  the  sliip  was  takt-o 
within  what  they  ridiculously  oall  their  b- 
titude,  she  is  confiscated.    What  folion-s? 
The  owners  apply  to  the  court  of  Spain, 
their  solicitations  are  backed  by  our  minis- 
ter there.    Perhaps  they  obtain  an  onler 
to  the  governor  of  the  place  where  dieir 
ship  was  confiscated,  commanding  restitu- 
tion, provided  such  and  such  fiacts  shall  not 
appear.     But  what  are  these  fiicts,  my 
Lords  ?    They  are  facts  that  may  hap|Kti 
to  any  English  ship,  navigating  these  sca>, 
in  the  strictest  manner  prescribed  by  trea- 
ties.   For  it  is  evident,  tliat  our  merchant) 
may  have  cocoa  nuts  and  logwood  in  tht'ir 
ships,  without  being  concerned  in  an  illici; 
trade;   they  may  have  Spanish  coin  too. 
and  yet  not.  a  man  of  the  whole  crewiiarc  | 
been  near  dieir  settlements.    The  wood 
and  nuts  are  commodities  growing  in  our 
own  colonies ;  and  the  silver  is  current  ii\ 
over  America.    The  French  and  the  Dutch 
colonies  have  great  plenty  of  it,  and  the 
English  more.     So  that,  if  all  our  shi^ 
having  these  things  on  board  are  liable  ta 
confiscatioDi  not  one  in  twenty  can  be 
safe. 
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As  to  our  thips  cominff  withm  a  particu« 
larlatitude,  this  is  still  a  more  unjust 
ground  of  confiscation,  if  possible  tlian  the 
other.  You  have  heard  it  plainly  proved, 
my  Lords,  at  the  bar  of  your  House,  that 
110  master  of  a  ^vessel  navigating  in  those 
teas,  can  knovir  exactly  what  course  he 
ihall  hold ;  be  his  caution  ever  so  great, 
be  may  be  forced  to  make  the  Spanish 
coasts ;  he  may  be  forced  to  come  within 
pistd-ahot  of  their  shore,  lee  it  be  ever  so 
iistant  firom  his  intention  to  carry  on  any 
Mmmerce  there.  For  which  reason,  my 
Lords,  if  we  once  admit  our  sailing  near 
heir  coasts  to  be  a  just  cause  of  capture 
lod  confiscation,  there  must  be  an  end  of 
ill  our  commerce  in  America.  But  as  our 
ieamen  are  subject  to  such  difficulties  in 
■bsir  navigation  on  these  seas,  this  claim 
>fthe  Spaniards  absolutely  destroys  tlie 
reedom  of  navigation.  By  the  law  of  na- 
ions  the  high  seas  are  open  to  all,  and  it 
&  an  act  of  piracy  to  search  or  rifle  any 
ihip  navigating  thereon. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  according  to  this  claim 
)f  Spam,  an  order  for  restitution,  even  in 
h  :nost  unjustifiable  cases  of  confiscation, 
;uii  be  of  no  service  to  our  suflercrs,  when 
:i()gged  with  provisoes  which  it  is  impos* 
i lile  for  them  to  remove.  But  if  the  noble 
ord  will  give  an  instance  wherein  that 
:t)urt  orders  restitution  to  be  made  of  any 
hip,  because  taken  upon  the  open  seas ;  if 
le  can  shew  us,  that  the  Spaniards  ever  once 
icted,  in  confiscating  an  English  ship,  ac- 
ording  to  the  fundamental  maxim  of  all 
)ur  navigation  in  these  seas,  namely. 
No  search  but  in  port ;'  then  I  shall  agree 
nth  his  lordship,  that  it  may  be  rather 
twine  to  certain  accidental  causes,  that 
he  differences  betwixt  our  court  and  that 
f  Spain  has  so  lon^  subsisted,  than  to  any 
xclusive  right  which  the  Spaniards  pre- 
md  to  on  these  seas. 

The  noble  lord,  indeed,  very  rightly  ob- 
erved,  that  a  great  many  circumstances 
oncurred  to  create  frequent  differences 
etwixt  the  British  and  Spanbh  subjects 
1  America ;  such  as  the  contiguity  of  the 
ominions  of  the  two  crowns,  and  the  dlf- 
.'rent  genius  of  the  people ;  but,  my  Lords, 
bere  is  no  other  way  of  removine  these 
bstacles,  but  by  preventing  all  disputes 
bout  property,  navigation,  and  commerce, 
y  strictly  amiering  to  the  maxim,  *  No 
Search.'  If  we  do  not  adhere  to  it,  my 
<ords,  if  we  admit  of  the  daim  of  Spain, 
1  the  smallest  degree,  we  must  have  eter- 
al  jars  and  differences  with  them ;  they 
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will  always  find  pretences  to  obstruct  and 
ruin  our  commerce. 

Having  spoken  in  general  to  this  point, 
it  may  be  now  proper  to  take  notice  of 
what  fell  from  the  noble  lord,  in  the  par- 
ticular observations  he  made  upon  every 
article  of  this  treaty.  His  lordship  re- 
marked, that  the  Spaniards  have  shewn, 
by  the  preamble,  a  sincere  desire  to  yield 
to  our  just  demands.  My  Lords,  I  can- 
not perceive  wherein  this  sincerity  con- 
sists. If  they  were  so  very  sincere,  why 
did  they  not  give  us  an  ample  security 
for  our  navigation,  in  the  terms  contained 
in  your  lordships  first  resolution  upon  this 
head,  which  you  came  to  last  sessioh  ? 
We  there  see  that  our  just  and  undoubted 
riehts  are  founded  on  the  express  words 
of  treaties.  What  necessity,  therefore,  of 
appointing  plenipotentiaries  to  decide  dif- 
ferences ?  I  am  sorry,  my  Lo^ds,  to  see 
that  word  at  all  made  use  of  upon  this  oc- 
casion ;  it  implies  a  doubt,  and  that  some- 
thing might  be  said  on  one  side  as  well  as 
on  the  o3ier.  This,  my  Lords,  is  a  con- 
cession which  we  ought  to  be  very  cautious 
in  making,  or  even  seeming  to  make :  If 
any  differences  were  to  be  referred  to  a  fu- 
ture (libcussion,  it  ought  to  have  been 
those  relating  to  the  limits  and  boundaries 
of  the  two  nations.  This  might  have  been 
decided  by  commissioners  meeting  on  the 
spot,  or  by  explaining  the  words  of  treaties 
relating  thereto.  But  we  ought  not  to 
have  admitted  our  just  and  undoubted 
rights  to  navigation  to  be  put  on  the  same 
foot  with  a  disputed  boundary. 

The  noble  lord  lays  a  good  deal  of  stress 
on  the  care  of  our  ministry  in  procuring  a 
definitive  satisfaction  for  past  losses.  My 
Lords,  if  I  could  be  sensible  that  they  had 
effected  even  this  point,  I  should  be  very 
willing  to  join  witn  the  noble  lord  in  hit 
encomiums  upon  our  administration.  But, 
even  by  the  noble  lord's  own  account  of  it, 
it  is  but  a  very  sorry  satisfaction,  llie  de- 
mands of  our  merchants  amounted  to 
247,000/.  they  uncontrovertably  proved, 
not  only  before  the  commissaries  in  Spain, 
but  at  the  bar  of  both  Houses  of  Parli- 
ment,  that  they  were  sufferers  to  that 
amount,  and  consequently  that  thev  had  a 
right  to  that  sum  without  any  deduction. 
But  a.deduction  is  made  of  47,000/.  For 
what  reason  my  Lords  ?  For  none  that 
ever  I  heard,  but  because  the  Spaniards 
would  have  it  so.  Not  contented  with  this, 
45,000/.  more  must  be  deducted  for  promot 
payment.    Prompt  payment  ^f  what  i  Of 
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ft  debt  contracted  by  rapine  and  plunder. 
I  have  heardy  indeed,  when  a  debt  was 
contracted  by  the  mutual  consent  of  the 
parties,  and  payable  at  a  certaia  term, 
that  one  of  the  parties  has  made  a  deduc- 
tion of  a  proportionate  sura  of  the  whole 
for  prompt  payment.  But,  my  Lords, 
tvasthis  the  case  betwixt  the  Spaniards 
and  lis  ?  Were  we  obliged  to  accept  of 
payment  in  what  manner,  and  at  wbat 
term,  his  Catholic  majesty  thought  fit? 
Were  our  merchants  reduced  to  sucn  a  pass 
for  want  of  iwady  money,  that  they  were 
glad  to  dL duct  near  a  fourth  of  their  sum 
for  prompt  payment  ?  But,  ray  Lords,  it 
cannot  even  be  called  prompt  payment : 
for  we  find  by  the  first  separate  article  of 
the  Convention,  that  his  Catholic  majesty 
is  not  obliged  to  pay  it  till  four  months 
aftfer  tlie  exchange  of  the  ratifications. 
-  Now  my  Lords,  let  me  suppose  a  case  that 
is  very  possible  :  your  lordships  see,  by 
the  first  article  of  the  Convention,  that 
the  plenipotentiaries  are  to  meet  at  Madrid, 
within  40  days  after  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications.  It  is  possible  tliey  may  not 
agree,  the  conferences  may  be  broke  up 
tlie  first  sitting;  then  all  negociation  is  at 
am  end,  and  the  sword  alone  must  decide 
it.  Will  the  Spanish  court,  in  this  case, 
think  itself  obliged  to  paj  that  money  ? 
Does  their,  behaviour  in  times  past  give 
us  room  to  imagine  that  they  will  look 
upon  this  debt  as  binding  upon  them, 
wnen  all  other  conditions  betwixt  them 
and  us  are  broke  through  ?  So  that,  though 
the  noble  lord  has  been  pleased  to  repre- 
sent this  stipulation  in  favour  of  our  mer- 
chants as  ciefinitive,  yet  when  we  look 
ipto.the  whole  of  this  transaction,  it  is,  in 
reality,  eventual,  and  depends  on  the  issue 
of  the  future  conferences. 

There  are  one  or  two  circumstances 
more,  that  I  must  observe  with  regard  to 
the  boasted  satisfaction.  I  find,  that  though 
the  sum  allowed  to  our  merchants  is 
155,000/.  yet  95,000/.  only  is  to  come  out 
of  his  Catholic  majesty's  pockets.  How 
comes  this  ?  Says  the  noble  lord,  we  allow 
60,000/.  as  a  balance  due  to  the  Spaniards, 
in  consideration  of  their  losses  sustained 
by  the  sea  fight  off  Passaro,  which  we  had 
f  njrajred  by  treaty  to  make  good  to  them. 
Lut  in  what  manner  were  we  to  make  them 
*zood  ?  We  agreed  that  they  should  have 
all  the  shijkB  men  taken  restored  to  them, 
with  the  guns,  sails,  equipage,  in  r'le  con- 
dition tliey  were  then  in,  or  if  ^^old,  they 
were  to  have  the  price  that  was  pi\id  by 
the  purchasers.    Whose  fault  was  it,  my 
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Lords,  that  this  stipulation  was  not  pone- 
tuall3r  fulfilled  ?  Was  it  not  oiwing  to  tbe 
Spaniards  themselves,  who  reused  to  ac- 
cept of  those  ships  when  offered  to  them  ? 
And  are  we  to  pay  60,000/.  for  no  other 
reason  but  because  the  Spaniards  must  be 
gratified  in  every  extravagant  demand? 

But,  my  Lords,  this  is  not  all ;  his  Ca- 
thoh'c  majesty  tells  us  farther,  that,  be- 
fore he  fvdfils  one  article  of  this  Codviq- 
tion,  our  South  Sea  company  must  paj 
to  him  68,000/.  more,  which  is  the  same 
thing  as  telling  us,  that,  ia  efiect,  no  more 
than  27,000/.  is  to  come  out  of  his  pocket 
It  is  in  this  light,  my  Lords,  that  1  view 
the  protest  given  in,  by  his  Catholic  ma- 
jesty's minster,  to  Mr.  Keene.  The  pac- 
ing of  this  68,000/.  is,  by  that  declaratior, 
made  an  absolute  condition,  without  whic^ 
the  Convention  cannot  so  much  as  cxir. 
Now,  my  Lords,  though  I  do  not  say  thi< 
demand  of  the  court  of  Spain  U  foacd.J 
on  justice,  and  though  I  shall  allow  tk 
declaration  has  not  that  mark  of  authen- 
ticity with  the  Convention  itself;  vet  I 
make  no  doubt  but  the  Spaniards  wOllook 
upon  the  South  Sea  company's  refi^jraj 
to  pay  the  money,  as  a  just  reason  (o: 
their  refusing  to  fulfil  any  one  article 
of  the  convention.  I  sajr,  my  Lords, 
they  will  pretend  that  this  refusal  gtrs 
them  such  a  right ;  and  though  I  am  tir 
from  admitting  that  ri^ht,  yet  if  they  stick 
by  that  pretence,  it  is  the  same  tmng  in 
effect  to  our  merchants,  as  if  they  W 
such  a  right,  and  this  nation  must  be  M: 
to  the  ignominy  of  submitting  to  tree 
anew.  Thus,  my  Lords,  I  thmk  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  stipulation  in  favour  of  our 
merchants,  is  so  far  from  being  defiofti^^, 
that  it  depends  upon  two  ver}'  uncertain, 
nay  improbable  events  ;  a  right  under- 
standing betwixt  the  plenipotentiaries,  and 
the  South  SeA  company's  agreeing  to  pay 
68,000/. 

The  noble  lord  was  pleased  to  consider 
this  Stipulation,  as  it  is  called,  in  favcurof 
our  merchants,  as  a  disavowal,  on  the  part 
of  Spain,  of  all  the  unjust  dldois  and  pre- 
tensions she  had  set  up,  and  paying  da- 
mages for  the  wrongs  she  has  done  u$.  Mr  j 
Lords,  I  wish  I  could  prevail  with  in}?ei  I 
to  consider  tliis  Article  in  that  light  But 
it  appeare  to  me,  that  the  Spaniards  are  so 
far  n-om  disavowing  their  unjust  claims, 
that  this  Article  is  a  kind  of  aggraTStioQ 
of  them.  We  infisteJ  on  satismction  for 
the  losses  of  our  merchants ;  the  Spaniordi 
teU  tis,  that  th^y  will  give  us  some  sms^ 
•atiifiiction>but  dog  it  with  such  tenm  tf 
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the^  aze  tare  we  cannot  comply  wijfch. 
This  IS  the  same  thing  as  telling  u^  that 
if  we  wiH  gratify  them  in  one  extravagant 
Jemand,  Uiey  will  gratify  us  in  another. 
IhuS)  my  Lords,  they  are  far  from  owning 
themselves  to  be  m  the  wrong.  But,  my 
Lords,  here  is  another  circumstance  to  be 
[xinsidered:  the  king  of  Spain  expects 
;hat  the  South  Sea  Company  shall  pay 
3im,  within  a  short  time,  the  68,000^ 
rhereas  he  does  not,  by  the  Convention, 
>blige  himself  to  pay  the  95,000/.  till  four 
nonths  after  the  ratifications  are  ex- 
changed. Now,  if  his  Catholic  majesty 
houm  think  fit  to  fix  this  short  time,  men- 
ioned  in  his  declaration,  at  between  two 
md  thrc^  months,  he  can  pay  us  with  our 
)wn  money.  Nay,  my  Lords,  if,  before 
he  four  months  are  expired,  the  confer- 
ences of  the  plenipotentiaries  should  break 
ip,  he  has  then  68,000/.  of  our  own  money 
n  his  pocket,  and  will  very  probably^ 
hink  himself  under  no  obligation  of  pay- 
ng  back  one  shilling  of  it  in  consideration 
)f  our  merchants*  Tosses.  The  Stipula- 
;ion»  therefore,  of  the  95,000/.  is  so  much 
arther  from  being  a  definitive  Article  for 
:he  relief  of  our  merchants,  and  an  ac- 
knowledgment on  the  part  of  Spain  for  the 
vrong  done  us,  that  it  appears  to  be  only 
I  bait  for  drawing  us  in,  to  pay  68,000». 
ipon  an  unjust  and  arbitrary  claim. 

The  noble  lord  was  pleased  to  say,  that 
he  ministry  had  proceeded  on  the  same 
bundation  witli  your  lordships,  and  la- 
loured  to  effect  the  same  end.  My  Lords, 
his  will  be  best  seen  by  comparing  your 
lesolutions  in  the  last  session  widi  the 
kipulations  in  the  Convention.  Your 
ordships  resolved.  That  it  was  the  just 
nd  undoubted  right  of  the  subjects  of 
jreat  Britain,  to  sail  from  one  part  of  his 
^fajesty's  dominions  to  another,  without 
>eing  stopped  or  searched  on  any  pretence 
rhatsoever.  Is  there  any  Stipulation  in 
he  Convention,  my  Lords,  answerable  to 
his  Resolution  ?  we  there  find,  that  this 
ight  is  so  far  from  being  acknowledged 
0  be  just  and  undoubted,  that  it  is  sub- 
aitted  to  the  discussion  of  plenipotentia- 
ies,  who  have  eight  months  allotted  them, 
o  consider  of  the  justice  of  a  point,  which, 
out  lordships  have  already  found,  can 
dmit  of  no  manner  of  dispute.  But,  adds 
he  noble  lord,  these  plenipotentiaries  are 
led  down  to  proceed  according  to  the 
reaties  subsisting  betwixt  the  two  crowns, 
rhich  treaties  effectually  secure  our  navi- 
gation and  commerce.  My  Lords,  I  can 
>y  DO  means  admit  of  the  ixuerence,  which 
8 


the  noble  lord  WQuld  draw  from  this,  that 
the  Spaniards  agreeing  to  proceed  accord- 
ing to  treaties,  is  eauivalent  to  an  ample 
renunciation  of  their  claim  to  ^tojp  and 
search  our  ships.  If  the  Spaniards  had 
ever,  in  plain  terms,  refusea  to  abide  by 
what  is  stipulated  in  these  treaties,  I  sliould 
th^n  readily  admit  this  Article  of  the  Con- 
vention to  be  a  sufficient  confirmation  of 
their  validity.  But  tliat  is  not  the  case, 
my  Lords,  tne  Spaniards,  since  the  begin- 
ning of  all  our  differences,  have  always 
expressed  a  great  regard  to  these  treaties ; 
your  lordships  see,  by  the  papers  Jying  on 
your  table,  that  their  minister  affects  to 
abide  by  what  is  there  stipulated,  and  to 
plead  for  no  other  right  than  what  is  war- 
ranted by  these  treaties.  So  that  it  is  very 
probable,  the  Spaniards  look  upon  this  Ar- 
ticle as  an  acknowledgment  of  their  de- 
mands. The  very  reasons  given  by  the 
noble  lord,  why  we  shoiild  look  upon  it  as 
an  acknowledgment  in  our  favour,  operate 
equally  on  their  side.  For,  if  we  are  to 
believe  that  they  understand  tliem  in  the 
same  sense  with  us,  because  we  have  al- 
ready explained  them,  may  they  not  be- 
lieve that  we  understand  them  in  the  same 
sense  with  them,  for  the  same  reason? 
Thus,  my  Lords,  the  very  argument  urged 
by  the  noble  lord  for  our  loosing  upon  this 
^ipulation  aef  equivalent  to  an  express  re- 
nunciation on  the  part  of  Spain,  is,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  the  strongest  reason  that 
could  possibly  have  been  urged  to  the  con- 
trary. If,  as  the  noble  lord  says,  we  can 
acquire  nothine  new  by  any  definitive 
treaty,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  to  what 
purpose  the  nation  has  been  put  to  such 
a  vast  expence  in  arms^ments,  and  to  what 
purpose  the  ncgociations  have  been  pro- 
tracted so  many  years  ?  my  Lords,  I  con- 
ceive we  have  a  great  deal  to  obtain ;  we 
are  to  obtain  an  express  acknowled^ent 
on  the  part  of  Spain,  that  she  disclaims  all 
her  pretensions  to  stop  or  search  our  ships 
on  uie  open  seas.  But  tliis  I  suppose  to 
have  been  the  language  of  our  negociators 
at  the  ISpanish  court : — Will  you  consent 
to  the  point  of  *  no  search  V  and  that 
their  answer  was,  *  We  will  not.*  Should 
our  ministers  then  have  been  satisfied  with 
it  ?  no.  They  should  have  said,  *  We  will 
*  proceed  no  further  :* — Then,  my  Lords, 
if  a  rupture  had  ensued,  the  support  of 
parliament  and  the  voice  of  the  nation 
would  have  borne  them  out  in  all  their 
proceedings.  My  Lords,  if  we  had  ob- 
tained a  previous  acknowledgment  of  this 
nature,  Ido  not  know  that  all  the  remain- 
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ing  differences,  on  that  head,  could  have 
been  important  enough  to  merit  a  place  in 
a  definitive  treaty ;  because  no  case  could 
happen,  in  our  American  navigation,  that 
could  have  created  the  least  dispute.  On 
the  other  hand,  my  Lords,  witnout  such 
an  express  acknowledgment,  a  definitive 
treaty,  let  it  be  conceived  in  ever  so  strong 
terms,  will  be  found  ineffectual,  and  we 
shall  have  the  same  round  of  ncgociations 
to  begin,  and  the  same  expences  to  re- 
peat. The  noble  lord  made  a  supposition, 
that  we  can  be  no  sufferers,  even  though 
the  Spaniards  should  understand  these 
treaties  in  a  sense  different  from  us ;  nay, 
that  we  must  be  gainers,  since,  in  the 
worst  event,  it  is  but  going  to  war.  For, 
sa^s  his  lordship,  we  can  then  go  to  war 
with  95,000/.  more  in  the  nation.  I  have 
already  considered  what  probability  there 
is,  that  the  Spaniards  will  ever  pay  that 
sum  out  of  their  own  pockets ;  but  give 
me  leave  to  observe,  my  Lords,  that  though 
they  should  pay  it,  this  nation  may  soon 
lose  ten  times  that  sum,  since  its  subjects 
have  no  security  for  carrying  on  their 
trade  in  America,  during  the  eight  months 
these  plenipotentiaries  are  sitting.  The 
very  Stipulation  which  refers  the  security 
of  our  trade  there,  to  a  future  discussion, 
admits  it  to  be  a  doubtful  point ;  and  as 
there  is  no  article  in  the  Convention  to  bind 
the  Spaniards  up  from  continuing  their  de- 
predations, are  we  not  to  presume  that 
they  will  look  upon  themselves  at  liberty 
to  continue  them  till  the  definitive  treaty 
is  concluded?  hence,  my  Lords,  there 
must  be  a  total  interruption  of  our  trade 
to  our  colonies  in  America,  during  that 
time,  or  we  must  carry  it  on  under  evident 
disadvantages. 

Now,  my  Lords,  I  shall,  as  I  proposed, 
take  the  liberty  to  consider  how  well  this 
Treaty  agrees  with  the  Resolutions  your 
lordships  came  to  on  this  head.  I  have 
already  partlv  taken  notice  of  the  first; 
and  give  me  leave  to  add,  my  Lords,  that 
if  our  negociators  had  kept  that  Resolu- 
tion in  tlieir  eye,  as  they  ought  to  have 
done,  an  Article,  or  a  concession,  founded 
upon  it,  must  have  answered  all  the  pur- 
poses of  their  negociations,  with  regard  to 
future  security.  For  if,  as  that  Resolu- 
tion implies,  there  can  be  no  such  thing 
«8  contraband  or  prohibited  goods  in  Bri- 
tish ships  sailing  from  one  part  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's dominions  to  another,  the  Spaniards 
cannot  have  the  least  pretext  for  stopping 
or  searching  tliem,  unless  they  are  found 
actually  trading  in  their  ports. 
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The  next  Resolutioii,  my  Lords,  saji, 
**  That  British  ships  have  been  vioientlY 
seized  and  confiscated  by  the  SpanianL, 
upon  pretences  altogether  unjust  and 
groundless,  and  that  the  sailors  on  board 
such  ships  have  been  injuriously  and  bar- 
barously imprisoned  and  iu-treated.'^ 
Now,  as  your  lordships  found  this  to  be  a 
fact,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  reason? 
the  negociators  of  this  Convention  can 
assign  for  our  not  obtaining  satis&ction 
for  these  insults  and  barbarities^  U  thb 
nation,  my  Lords,  used  to  bear  such  tre^it- 
ment,  witnout  receiving  any  satisfactiop. : 
Are  we  so  much  reduced,  are  we  so  much 
despised,  that  we  are  obliged  to  confioe 
our  complaints  within  ourselves?  Are 
our  merchants  and  sailors,  the  two  m(«t 
valuable  bodies  of  men  among  us,  to  bt 
thrown  out  of  the  protection  of  the  kii>f- 
dom  ?  And  are  the  liberties  of  the  &^ 
jects  of  Great  Britain  to  lie  at  the  mere; 
of  an  insulting  enemy  ?  In  private  abt-% 
my  Lords,  betwixt  man  and  man,  regaru 
is  bad  to  interruption  of  business,  CQ^^ 
are  given  for  the  loss  of  time,  and  mud 
more  for  the  loss  of  the  liberty  or  limb 
of  the  person  injured.  But,  it  seems,  in  * 
national  case,  where  the  honour  of  a  whoi- 
people  is  concerned,  no  consideration  L^t 
be  had.  My  Lords,  I  «m  sorry  that  sui; 
such  distinction  should  obtain  amongst  \ 
free  people ;  I  am  sure,  if  we  long  su&r 
any  sucn  distinction  to  take  place,  «e 
shall  not  be  long  free.  If  the  world  ^hi 
once  entertain  an  opinion,  that  our  miiiv 
ters  are  so  weak  tliat  they  dare  not,  or  $*• 
wicked  that  they  will  not,  assert  the  ho- 
nour of  the  nation,  we  shsdl  be  soon  sub- , 
ject  to  the  insults  of  every  petty  state  h  i 
Europe. 

Your  third  Resolution,  my  Lords,  s«j> ' 

'<  That  the  frequent  applications  niad^-  tt 

the  court  of  Spain,  on  our  part,  for  redn.}<- 

ing  these  notorious  abuses  and  gricvanof, 

for  preventing  the  like  for  the  mture,  ani 

for  obtaining  adequate  satisfaction,  hare 

proved  entirely  fruitless  and  of  no  ^ect.** 

It  is  plain,  that  your  lordships  intention* 

.  in  coming  to  this   Resolution,  was,  tliat 

!  these  applications  might  be  more  e&ctiul 

!  when  backed  by  the  concurrence  and  au- 

;  thority  of  parliament.    But  does  it  appear 

that  they  have  had  any  weight  ?    Is  there 

I  one  stipulation  in  this  Convention  that  ca» 

be  called  satisfactory,  either  to  the  hooovr 

of  the  nation,  to  our  merchants,  or  to  our 

'■  sailors  ?    Can  the  best  fi-iend  of  the  Coc» 

vention  pretend,  that  the  sum  stipelateJ 

for  their  relief  is  adequate  to  their  losses! 
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Ko,  my  Lords,  I  think  that  point  is  en- 
tirely neglected.  So  that  it  must  be 
awnedy  that  your  Resolutions  were  not  de- 
signed to  have  any  effect  on  the  measures 
to  be  pursued,  or  that  our  ministers  have 
taken  care  they  should  have  none. 

The  second  Article  of  the  Convention, 
iD^  Lords,  relates  to  the  regulation  of  the 
Limits  of  Florida  and  Carolina.  Every' 
man  in  the  nation  is  sensible  how  deeply 
the  national  honour  is  engaged  in  the  pre- 
serralioD  of  our  settlement  in  Georgia, 
which  is  a  part  of  Carolina;  but,  it  seems, 
the  Spaniards  claim  it  as  a  part  of  Florida. 
The  nation  has  been  at  immense  charges 
in  settling  and  supporting  that  colony; 
and  should  we  now  give  it  up,  or  even  suf- 
fer our  possession  oiit  to  be  called  in  Ques- 
tion, all  Europe  must  look  upon  us,  either 
as  the  most  unjust,  or  most  weak  people 
under  the  sun.  Our  injustice  must  ap- 
pear, by  our  disposing  of,  in  property  to 
others,  a  doubtful  territory;  and  our 
weakness  must  appear,  m  suiSering  any 
part  of  the  property  of  this  nation,  or  its 
subjects,  to  be  determined  by  the  event  of 
any  negociation  whatsoever.  The  provi- 
sion made  by  the  latter  part  of  this  article, 
that  the  fortifications  shall  not  be  en- 
creased,  but  remain  in  the  situation  they 
are  in  at  present,  to  me,  bears  a  very  un- 
promising aspect.  To  me  it  appears,  that 
we  are  somewhat  worse  than  doubtful  of 
our  right  to  that  colony ;  that  there  is  a 
design  to  give  up  its  inhabitants  to  the 
mercy  of  Spain,  if  our  wise  plenipoten- 
tiaries should,  by  their  full  powers,  think 
fit  to  declare  the  possession  of  this  tract  to 
that  crown.  My  Lords,  the  people  of 
Georgia  transported  themselves  thither 
upon  the  faith  of  parliament,  and  they 
have  been  at  great  expences,  labour  and 
industry,  to  niake  a  settlement  there.  It 
will  be,  therefore,  no  wonder,  should  they 
be  obliged  to  abandon  it,  if  they  think 
themselves  very  hardly,  very  unjustly 
treated.  But  how  hard,  how  unjust,  should 
they  see  themselves  abandoned  to  the 
mercy  of  their  enemies,  through  the  weak- 
ness of  our  negociators !  In  such  case,  my 
Lords,  I  cannot  conceive  how  any  subject 
of  this  crown,  whose  property  lies  in  Ame- 
rica, can  tbink  himself  secure  of  enjoying 
it.  For,  my  Lords,  I  will  venture  to  say, 
that  our  right  to  Georgia  is  as  clear  and 
undoubted  as  our  right  to  any  part  of 
America ;  but  though  we  have  had  a  long 
and  an  uninterrupted  possession  of  that 
territory,  it  is  now  disputed  by  the  Spa- 
guards.    The  late  king,  Charles  2,  made 
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a  gn^it  of  it  to  certain  proprietors,  whoscr 
property  the  parliament  bought  out  ten 
years  ago,  at  a  considerable  expence.  The 
legislature  has  granted  large  sums  to  sup- 
port this  infant  colony;  and  the  Spaniard, 
so  far  as  appears  to  the  world,  never  ques- 
tioned our  right  of  possession,  till  the  in- 
habitants had  made  a  great  progress  in 
clearing  the  ground,  and  erecting  houses. 
My  Lords,  I  do  not  positively  affirm  that 
our  plenipotentiares  will  give  up  this  Set- 
tlement, but,  1  think,  it  is  ignominious  to 
this  nation,  to  suffer  so  much  as  her  right 
of  possession  to  be  Questioned.  It  is  a 
prostitution  of  the  public  faith,  and  giving 
our  plenipotentianes  a  power,  which  no 
plenipotentiaries  of  this  crown  ever  had 
before,  to  dispose  of  the  property  of  the 
nation,  without  obtaining  tiie  least  equiva- 
lent. 

But,  my  Lords,  setting  aside  these  con- 
siderations, I  cannot  account  for  some  late 
measures,  if  our  right  to  Georgia  is  in  the 
least  questionable.  Though  the  preten- 
siona  of  the  Spaniards  to  this  colony  are 
but  of  a  very  late  date,  yet  they  are  older 
than  the  regiment  we  nave  raised  for  its 
defence.  And,  my  Lords,  if  we  were  not 
resolved,  at  all  events,  to  keep  possession 
of  it,  why  was  the  nation  put  to  the  expence 
of  raising  this  regiment,  and  of  10,000/. 
for  a  train  of  artillery  and  other  stores  and 
necessaries?  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is 
intended  that  these  forces  should  do  their 
duty,  in  case  of  an  attack  from  the  Spa- 
niards, and  to  support  our  right  by  arms, 
where  is  the  consistency  of  submitting  this 
right  to  the  decision  ot  plenipotentiaries  ? 
Why  was  the  nation  put  to  so  great  an  ex- 
pence,  since  it  must  be  all  lost,  if  our  i)le- 
nipotentiaries  should  yield  up  this  point  ? 
However,  my  Lords,  by  this  Article  we 
expose  his  Majesty's  forces  to  the  mercy 
of  their  enemies :  or  should  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries abruptly  break  oif  their  ^con- 
ferences, immeaiate  war  must  unavoidably 
follow.  What  a  condition  then  must  afl 
the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  in  these  parts 
be  in !  By  this  Article  they  are  disabled 
from  taking  the  necessary  precautions  to 
defend  themselves.  We  have  no  fortifi- 
cations there  at  this  time,  that  can  be  of 
any  service,  or  afibrd  any  protection  to  our 
troops,  in  case  of  a  rupture.  And  the 
Spaniards  have  a  fort  in  the  neighbour^ 
hood,  from  whence  they  can  annoy  us, 
and  are  not  above  three  days  sail  from 
the  Havanna,  from  whence  they  can  be 
supplied  with  troops  and  provisions. 

The  noble  lord  supposed  the  difterencea 
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betwixt*  U8  and  the  Spaniardfl  to  be  only 
^bout  some  encroachments  made  by  our 
subjects  iqion  the  frontier  of  Spain*  But^ 
my  Lords,  I  believe  it  will  be  found  upon 
examination,  that  their  pretensions  are  to 
the  whole  Settlement,  and  that  they  dis- 
pute our  riehty  even  to  Carolina..  And, 
my  Lords,  I  do  not  see  why  they  might 
not  as  well  have  claimed  Jamaica  itself; 
since,  if  one  reason  for  surrendering  up 
Carolina  or  Georgia  can  be  given,  I  will 
engage  to  give  two  for  our  surrendering 
up  Jamaica.  For  th^?  first  we  hold  by 
virtue  of  prior  possessioi),  which  is  all  the 
right  the  Spaniards  have  to  every  foot  of 
land  they  possess  in  America ;  and  this 
was  not  oiuy  never  before  disputed,  but 
is  confirmed  by  treaty.  Now,  my  Lordi, 
our  right  to  Jamaica  is  indeed  no  better 
than  a  right  of  conquest ;  and  the  Spa- 
niards have  not  yet  been  prevailed  with  to 
reDOUii(V  it.  As  it  therefore  was  con- 
querr'd  from  them  in  time  of  usurpation,  I 
would  have  been  less  surprized,  if  by  this 
Convention  our  negoeiators  had  consented 
that  all  the  inhabitants  and  forts  of  that 
island  should  be  disarmed,  till  such  time  as 
they  could  determine  which  crown  should 
enjoy  it. 

What  I  have  already  said,  my  Lords, 
comprehends  in  a  great  measure,  my  ob- 
jections to  tlie  third  Article  of  this  Con- 
vention. I  shall  only  add,  that  I  cannot 
see  by  what  authonty  any  commissary 
whatsoever  could  take  upon  liim  to  dispose  ; 
of  the  property  of  private  subjects.  I  do  ! 
not  know  that  our  constitution  vest^  our 
minister  with  any  such  powers.  An  Eng- 
lishman has  a  good  action  against  the 
greatest  minister,  in  whatever  capacity  he 
acts,  nay  against  the  king  hirdself,  if  he 
apprehends  that  his  private  property  is  in- 
vaacd.  But  here,  my  Lords,  it  is  invaded 
and  disposed  Qf  in  favour  of  a  foreign 
power,  a  power  which  has  shamefuUy 
wronged  tliem,  and  yet  they  .are  to  have 
no  relief. 

It  has  been  much  insisted  on,  my  Lords, 
that  this  satis&ction  to  our  merchants  is  a 
tacit  acknowledgment  on  the  part  of  Spain, 
that  she  has  been  in  the  wronc.  But,  my 
Lords,  if  Spain  acknowledges  herself  to  be 
in  the  wrong,  can  any  man  shew  me  a 
reason  why  we  should  give  Spain  89,000/. 
upon  no  other  account  than  because  she 
was  in  the  wrong  >  If  our  negoeiators,  my 
Lords,  have  a  mmd  to  be  thus  excessively 
generous,  I  hope  they  will  pay  the  deduc- 
tions they  made  out  of  their  own  pockets  ; 
J  am  sure,  if  they  do  not,  our  merchants 


have  very  juat  groiiiidi  to  ca)l  them  to  an 
account..  But,  say  Lords,  there  is  a  great 
difference  betwixt  a  stipulation  to  pay 
money,  and  the  actual  payment  of  it.  N  ot- 
withstonding  what  was  said  by  the  noble 
lord  about  the  difficulties  of  our  being  paid 
in  any  otiier  manner  than  that  n>ecifiea  by 
this  Convention,  I  cannot  but  be  of  opi- 
nion, that  if  his  Catholic  raaiesty  had  been 
sincerely  disposed  to  pay  this  money,  be 
might  have  easily  commanded  such  a  sum 
as  95,000/. 

^  However,  there  is  something  very  in- 
consistent in  the  Allowance  made  for  the 
Spanish  Fleet  destroyed  in  the  naval  action 
twenty  years  ago.  If  we  had  ever  dis- 
owned tlie  justice  of  our  attackmg  them  at 
that  time,  if  we  had  ever  called  any  of  our 
officers  or  ministers  to  an  account  lor  what 
happened,  it  would  have  been  just  in  us  to 
have  given  them  satisfaction  for  the  loss 
they  Uien  sustained.  But,  so  far  from  tliat, 
my  Lords,  the  action  was  applauded  by 
every  power  abroad,  it  was  aporoved  m 
by  our  government  at  home,  ana  the  Ad- 
miral who  conducted  the  Expedition,  wo*, 
for  his  good  service  then  performed,  cre- 
ated a  lord  by  a  wise  and  dlscernins  princ  c: 
so  tliat,  my  Lords,  from  this  stipiuatlon,  it 
may  be  truly  said  of  our  government,  thai 
it  approves  at  home,  what  it  dare  not  jus- 
tify abroad. 

The  importance  of  the  fourth  Arficle, 
my  Lords,  has  been   greatly    magnified, 
even  so  far  as  to  shew  that  his  Catltolk- 
majesty  reposes  entire  confidence  in  cur 
court,  since  he  thereby  agrees  to  pay  L  v   j 
his  governors  in  New  Spain  a  sum  tlbt, 
for  aught  he  knows,  may  have  been  paiJ 
abroad.      But  this,  my  Lords,  can  never 
pass  with  any  man,  who  observes  in  what 
manner  tilings  are  managed  betwixt  the 
court  of  Spain,  and  the  governors  of  thtir 
settlements  in  America.     The  court  kno7» 
very  well  that  these  governors  are  neither 
obliged  nor  willing  to  make  any  such  paj- 
ment.      And,  even  though  the   value  <^ 
these  ships  were  actually  paid,  I  do  not 
see  how  the  Spanish  court  can  be  said  to 
repose  any  confidence  in  his  Majesty,  or 
the  ministry  here.    For,  my  Lords,  as  the 
whole  sum  of  95,000/.  is  not  pay£d)le  till 
four  months  afler  the  ratification,  the  Spa- 
nish court  had  sufficient  time,  betwixt  the 
signing  tliis  Conventicm  and  the  term  of 
payment,  to  inform  themselves  whether 
this  money  had  been  paid  or  not.     If  ix 
has  been  paid,  they  have  only  to  acquaint 
their  minister  here,  and  he  wiU,  no  doubt, 
take  care  to  discount  it  i^ut  of  the  whi>le 
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im;  80  that,  I  think,  my  Lords,  they 
we  taken  care  that  we  should  not  pver- 
iteh  them  in  this  Article. 

I  haye  but  two  more  facts  to  trouble 
iftr  lordships  with ;  but  they  are  of  such 
oature,  as  to  serve  dearly  to  inform  us 
what  manner  the  Spaniards  intend  to 
Ifil  this  Convention,  and  in  what  ser*3 
ey  understand  the  treaties  now  subsisting 
iwixt  us  and  them.  The  first  fhct  is 
ion  the  face  of  the  Convention  itself. 
he  second  separate  Article,  my  Lords, 
ipulates,  that  the  owners  of  the  ship  the 
iccess  shall  give  security  to  the  Spanish 
inister  at  London,  to  abide  by  what  shall 
J  determined  by  the  plenipotentiaries  with 
gard  to  that  snip.  And;  my  Lords,  by 
t  same  Article  it  is  owned,  tlrat  that 
dp  was  taken  as  she  was  coming  from  the 
land  of  Antigua.  Thus,  my  Lords,  we 
t  in  express  terms,  that  it  is  admitted  by 
IT  ministers  to  be  a  doubtful  case,  whe- 
ler  or  not  a  ship  saDing  from  one  of  our 
mi  islands,  not  so  much  as  pretended  to 
ft  near  one  of  the  J^panish  colonies,  may 
ba  lawful  prize.  After  this  unforcecl, 
enuine  import  of  this  Article,  whdt  be- 
Unes  of  all  tlie  concessions  made  to  us 

II  the  part  of  Spain,  by  this  Convention  ? 
;  the  merchants  of  this  nation  shall  find, 
lat  a  ship  saih'ng  from  one  of  our  own  co- 
nies under  English  colours,  and  navi- 
Ited  by  EngUshmen,  is  confiscable  by  the 
baniards,  or,  at  least,  that  it  is  doubtful 
she  is  confiscable  or  not,  who  amongst 
lem  can  be  supposed  so  foolish,  as  to 
feard  one  shilling  of  their  effects  on 
tmrd  a  ship  in  thcf^e  seas,  where  their 
nemies  can  act  with  such  injustice  and 
npunlty?  I  know,  my  Lords,  it  has  been 
lid,  that  this  reference  to  the  plenipoten- 
aries  is  only  with  regard  to  the  value 
bich  is  to  be  paid  for  the  ship,  in  case 
te  is  not  specifically  restored ;  but,  by 
16  words  of  the  Article  itself,  it  is  quite 
therwise.  For  this  ship  was  taken  on  the 
lih  day  of  April,  in  the  11th  year  of  'his 
resent  Majesty,  and  the  determination  of 
i  cases  of  capture,  that  have  happened 
ace  December  last,  is  referred  to  these 
knipotentiaries  to  be  determined  accord- 
ig  to  treaties.  So  that,  my  Lords,  this 
Lrticle  says,  in  effect,  that  it  being  doubt- 
il  by  treaties  how  far  an  English  ship, 
alm^  from  an  English  colony  to  Great 
Iritain,  is  liable  to  be  seized  and  confis- 
■ted  by  the  Spaniards,  therefore  the 
fiKse  of  these  treaties  must  be  determined 
ytivo  Spanish  and  two  British  plenipo- 
BDtiazies. 


The  next  fact,  iny  Lordi,  1  axn  to  men- 
tion, is  a  fkct  which  your  lordships  heard 
at  the  bar  of  this  House,  from  the  person 
who  was  principally  concerned.  It  is  the 
case  of  captam  Vaughan,  who  was  taken 
by  the  Spaniards,  his  ^ip  confiscated,  and 
himself  imprisoned  at  Cadiz,  where  he  was 
detained  for  several  weeks  after  the  Con- 
vention was  signed.  My  Lords,  this  waB 
a  plain  e3(|>lanation  on  the  part  of  SpsAti^ 
that  her  ministers  understood  the  treaties 
named  in  this  Conveiition,  in  a  sense  quite' 
different  from  that  of  this  House;  andthtft 
she  still  expects,  nay,  is  resolved  to  exer- 
cise, not  only  her  claim  of  stopping,  search- 
ing, and  confiscating  our  ships,  but  the 
right  which  she  has  usurped  of  imprison- 
ing and  maltreating  the  subjects  of  this 
nation.  This,  my  Lords,  our  ministers 
themselves  cannot  but  be  sensible  of,  since 
it  appears,  that  our  plenipotentiary  at  that 
court  used  his  utmost  endeavours  to  ob-  • 
tain  the  captain's  release,  but  all  in  vain^ 
till  they  had  satined  their  malice.  Our 
minister,  my  Lords,  presented  memorial 
after  memorial ;  but  tnat  captain^s  letters 
plainly  and  honestly  tell  us,  it  is  not  me- 
morials that  will  heal  his  wounds.  My 
Lords,  the  manly  expressions  in  those 
letters,  that  language  of  liberty  in  a  state 
of  confinement,  touched  me  to  the  quick. 
And  this  fact,  my  Lords,  must  give  us 
sufficiently  to  Understand,  that  the  Spa- 
niards will  think  them.elves  under  no  man- 
ner of  obligation,  from  the  Convention,  to 
discontinue  their  depredations  and  baite- 
rities.  For  if,  as  tne  noble  lord  insisted^ 
this  treaty  is  a  disavowal  of  their  unjust 
claims,  why  did  they  continue  the  exercise 
of  them,  in  the  person  of  this  man,  after 
that  disavowal  was  made  ? 

Having  said  thus  much,  my  Lords,  with 
regard  to  the  Convention  itself,  I  shall 
trouble  your  lordships  with  a  very  few 
words  on  the  subject  of  the  Address 
moved  for.  Addresses  from  (he  Parlia^ 
ment  to  the  Crown  have  always  been,  or 
ought  at  least  to  have  been,  looked  upon 
as  the  best  informations  which  the  prince 
can  receive,  not  only  of  the  interest,  but 
the  sense  of  the  nation.  And,  my  Lords, 
if  we  agree  to  this  Address,  I  am  afraid 
we  shzdj  act  contrary  both  to  the  duty  we 
owe  to  his  Majesty,  and  that  regard  we, 
ought  to  have  to  the  people :  we  shall  mis- 
lead his  Majesty  into  a  belief  that  this 
Convention  is  for  the  interest  of  the  na- 
tion ;  and  we  shall  wrong  the  subjects,  by 
misrepresenting  their  sense.  I  'believe, 
my  Lords,  the  greatest 'friend  that  our 
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-minister  has,  will  not  affinn  that  the  na- 
tion is  not  thoroughly  and  universally  dis- 
satisfied with  this  measure.  I  am  fEU* 
from  being  against  our  expressing  the 
warmest  sentiments  of  duty  and  affection 
to  his  Majesty.  I  know  his  paternal  regard 
for  every  thing  that  concerns  his  subjects, 
and  that  he  is  as  ready  to  redress  their 
grievances,  as  they  are  to  lay  them  before 
nim.  We  have  repeated  assurances,  from 
his  own  mouth,  that  he  is  sensibly  con- 
cerned for  the  hardships  they  suffer  by  the 
injustice  of  the  Spaniards.  And,  my 
L<>rds,  if  we  should,  by  an  ill-timed  Ad- 
dress, tell  him  that  they  are  removed  by 
this  Convention,  we  thereby  pay  a  com- 
pliment to  the  throne,  that  may  be  &tal 
DOth  to  ourselves  and  to  posterity. 

I  think,  my  Lords,  I  have  made  it  ap- 
pear that  this  Convention  is  destructive 
and  dishonourable  to  this  kingdom,  and  so 
far  from  healing  the  }  et  bleeding  wounds 
which  our  commerce  has  received,  that  it 
lays  it  open  to  greater  insults,  and  exposes 
the'  persons  of  our  sailors  to,  if  possible, 
still  greater  barbarities.  Can  we  congra- 
tulate the  crown  for  bringing  the  demands 
of  its  subjects  to  a  final  adjustment,  when 
the  sum  stipulated  for  their  relief  amounts 
not  to  the  value  of  the  fourth  part  of  what 
they  have  lost  ?  When  the  payment  too  of 
that  poor  pittance  is  precanous  ^  Can  we 
say  tnat  a  foundation  is  laid  for  accomplish- 
ing the'  great  and  desirable  ends  of  obtain- 
ing future  security,  and  ^rcservmg  the 
peace  betn  een  the  two  nations,  when  it  is 
evident,  beyond  all  contradiction,  that 
future  security  is  so  far  from  being  ob- 
tained, or  a  foundation  for  it  laid,  that  no 
other  foundation  is  laid,  but  for  a  claim 
absolutely  and  irretrievably  to  ruin  all  our 
colonies,  all  our  interests,  all  our  com- 
merce in  these  parts  ?  This  may,  indeed, 
be  said  to  preserve  peace  betwixt  the  two 
nations,  because  it  will  disable  us  from  ever 
being  in  a  condition  to  make  war. 

In  short,  my  Lords,  our  all  may  be 
said  now  to  be  at  stake.  Upon  your  lord- 
ships behaviour  to-day  depends  the  fate  of 
the  British  nation.  I  do  not  often  speak 
in  the  learned  languages :  but  I  am  amud, 
my  Lords,  the  prophetic  phrase,  which  I 
once  heard  a  most  learned  lord  pronounce, 
*  Venit  summa  Dics^*  will  now  De*verified. 
This  nation  has,  my  Lords,  hitherto  main- 
tained her  independency,  by  maintaining 
her  commerce ;  but  if  either  is  weakened, 
the  other  must  faU.  It  is  by  her  com- 
merce, my  Lords,  that  she  has  been  hi- 
berto  enabled  to  stand  b^r  ground  agamst 
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all  the  open  and  secret  attacka  of  the  oie- 
mies  to  her  religion,  liberties,  and  <x>nsti. 
tution.  It  is  from  commerce,  my  Lords, 
that  I  behold  your  lordships  within  these 
walls,  a  firee,  an  mdependent  assembly; 
but  should  any  consiaerations  influence 
your  lordships  to  give  so  fatal  a  wound  to 
t|ie  interest  and  honour  of  this  netioo,  as 
your  agreeing  to  this  Address^  it  is  the 
last  time  I  sludl  have  occasion  to  trouble 
this  House.  For,  my  Lords,  if  we  are 
to  meet  only  to  mve  a  sanction  to  mea- 
sures that  overdnrow  all  our  rights,  I 
should  look  upon  it  as  a  misfortune  fur  me 
to  be  either  accessary  or  witness  to  such 
a  compliance.  I  will  not  onlv  repeat  what 
the  merchants  told  your  lordsh^iSy  *  That 
their  Trade  is  ruined  :'  I  will  go  fiurther, 
I  will  say.  The  nobility  is  ruined,  the 
whole  nation  is  undone.  For  I  can  call 
this  treaty  nothing  else  but  a  mortgage  of 
your  honour,  a  surrender  of  your  Uberties. 
I  therefore  hope  that  your  lordships  w'M 
assume  that  character  which  dignifies  this 
House:  that  you  will  be  the  impartial, 
the  uninfluenced  advisers  of  his  Majesty 
on  this  great  and  decisive  affiur.  And 
that,  if  you  present  any  Address  on  thi> 
occasion,  it  may  be  such  as  will  speak  the 
sentiments  of  every  disinterestea  man  in 
the  kingdom,  and  a  finnness  not  to  be 
shaken  by  any  confederacjT  whatever.  But, 
my  Lords,  what  reason  is  there  to  fear 
that  France,  or  any  other  nation,  will  alia 
Spain  in  her  unwarrantable  claim  of  uo- 
minion  in  the  American  sea,  or  her  unrvs- 
sonable  interrupticm  of  commerce?  It  » 
commerce,  my  Lords,  which  enrichi-sf 
France;  it  is  commerce,  which  8upport» 
the  French;  firom  that  fountain  flow  ali 
their  wealth,  strength  and  glory.  Can  ve 
therefore  imagine  that  any  nation,  wbosie 
interests  have  so  dose  a  depend^ioe  upoa 
a  free  and  uninterrupted  navigation,  wOi 
enter  into  any  measures,  in  coi^unaioe 
with  Spam,  to  oppose  those  rights  i>t 
another  people,  wnich  would  so  neaiij. 
so  sensibly  affect  themselves  ?  Upon  the^t* 
and  many  other  considerations,  which  1 
have  no  occasion  to  trouble  your  lordship 
with  the  repetition  of,  I  will  pay  the  l&»t 
duty  to  my  country,  and  put  my  negativr 
upon  this  question. 

The  Bishop  of  Salubury  .•• 

My  Lords  ;  it  may  aeem  a  v^y  buiJ 
undertaking,  after  what  has  fidkn  frou 

*  I>r.  Benjamin  Uioadlej :  seeval.  f,  p.  371 
and  vaU  8,  p.  847.    ' 
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the  noble  lord  wbo  was  lastup,  to  attempt 
to  spnk  in  favour  of  the  CoDveDtioli.  Tne 
Doblelord,  who  has  unproved  his  great 
Dstural  talents  by  long  experience  and 
obeervationy  haa  given  to  many  reaaons, 
ind  irttli  such  strength,  against  this  mea- 
mre,  that  nothing  but  an  entire  con- 
riction  of  its  being  for  the  honour  and  in- 
lerest  of  this  nation  could  have  induced 
ne  to  trouble  your  lordships  with  any 
:bing  by  way  of  reply  to  what  his  lordship 
tts  advanced.  But,  my  Lords,  when  I 
xmslder,  that  there  is  no  mind  so  disin- 
crested,  no  judgment  so  sound,  as  not,  on 
xrtsin  occasions,  to  be  susc^tible  of 
mjudice,  and  a  wrong  bias,  I  thmk  it  my 
lutj  to  lav  before  you  my  reaaons  why  I 
ipprove  or  this  Adoress.  And  this  I  am 
ndined  the  rather  to  do,  because  the 
loble  lord  haa  not,  to  my  apprehension, 
ipoke  to  what  confessedly  ought  to  be  the 
fouodation  of  all  treaties,  1  mean  the  jus- 
tice and  equity  of  the  thing,  abstracted 
Drom  all  other  considerations.  If,  my 
Lords,  I  shall  make  it  appear  to  your  lord- 
^ps  Mtisfacdon,  that  tliis  Convention  is 
lot  only  founded  on  both,  but  is  agreeable 
to  the  traest  maxims  of  policy,  I  know 
the  noble  lord's  candour  is  such,  that  he 
vili  readily  agree  to  this  motion.  On  the 
)ther  hand,  my  Lords,  if  any  lord  shall 
uttwer  what  I  have  to  say  to  the  satisfiu> 
tioD  of  this  House,  if  it  shall  be  evinced, 
:hat  this  Convention  deaerves  all  the  hard 
umes  the  noble  lord  has  bestowed  on  it,  I 
ihall  be  very  ready  to  own  myself  under 
he  power  of  prejudice,  and  to  agree  to 
my  censure  your  lordships  shall  think  fit 
opassuponit. 

But,  xny  Lords,  before  I  enter  into  the 
nerito  of  the  Convention  itself,  give  me 
tave  to  say  somewhat  with  regard  to  what 
I  properly  the  subject  of  this  debate. 
ind  first,  my  Lords,  I  must  observe,  that 
here  cannot  be  any  danger,  as  the  noble 
ord  apprehends,  in  approving  of  this  Ad- 
IresB,  even  though  we  should  disapprove 
^the  Convention.  For,  what  do  your 
ordships  say  in  the  Address?  You  thank 
u<  Majesty  for  layine  this  Convention 
^re  tnis  House.  My  Lords,  this  has 
wen  the  language  of  this  House,  ever 
ince  it  wasa  House,  asoiten  as  the  Crown 
MS  thought  fit  to  communicate  to  it  any 
Katy,  or. any  act  of  the  prerogative: 
before,  I  am  sure,  no  exception  can  be 
Bken  at  this  danse.  We  next  express 
jur  just  sense  of  the  royal  care  in  bringing 
he  demands  of  the  British  subjects  to  a 
mal  judgment,  and  procuring  an  express 
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stipubdon  for  a  needy  payment.  My 
Loids,  I  helieve  no  oddy  pretends  to  deny 
this  has  been  done,  and  I  believe  it  wiU 
be  as  little  dispoted,<that  this  is  the  proper 
issue  to  which  the  demands  of  our  mer- 
chanta  ought  to  have  been  brought.  We 
then  thank  his  Majesty  for  laying  a  foun-* 
dation  for  aecomphshing  the  great  and  de- 
sirable end  of  obtaining  future  security  i 
and,  my  Lords,  notwiSistanding  all  that 
the  noble  lord,  who  spoke  last,  has  ad-» 
vanced  on  this  head,  I  do  not  think  he  has 
said  one  word,  which  can  prove  that  thia 
Convention  has  not  laid  such  a  foundation* 
The  Convention  plainly  stipulates,  that 
the  treaties  now  in  force  betwixt  the  two 
Crowns,  shall  serve  as  a  direction  for  the 
plenipotentiaries.  If  tliese  treaties  are  not 
a  direction,  my  Lords,  1  should  be  ^lad  to 
know  by  what  other  rule  our  pletoipoten-* 
tiaries  could  act,  or  what  belter  founda^ 
tion  could  be  laid.  I  am  sure  your  lord« 
ships,  up<m  them,  built  tha  BLesolutions 
you  came  to  upon  this  subject,  and  wo 
never  yet  heard  of  any  other  aecurity  wo 
could  claim  for  our  rights  of  tmvigatioii 
and  commerce,  but  treaties.  Therefore, 
my  Lords,  I  think  there  can  be  no  matter 
of  objection  to  our  agreeing  to  this  pari 
bf  the  Address. 

But,  my  Lords,  the  next  paragraph,  in 
my  opinion,  contams  a  full  answer  to  all 
that  nas  fallen  from  die  noble  lord  who 
spoke  last,  with  regard  to  our  future  secu- 
rity. His  lordship  insisted,  that,  in  thia 
Convention,  your  rights  of  navigation 
ought  to  have  been  expressly  secured 
against  all  violation  in  time  to  corner  My 
Ixirds,  let  us  see  how  that  matter  stands. 
The  Spaniards  and  we  have  difierences  ; 
we  fit  out  a  fleet  to  give  strength  to  our 
negociations ;  and  they  offer  to  treat  But 
our  difierences  arcso  many,  and  the  casea^ 
so  intricate,  that  the  definitive  stroke  must 
be  a  work  of  time.  However,  they  soon 
agree  to  a  preliminary,  in  which  they  ao* 
knowledge  the  validity  of  those  treaties,  by 
virtue  ofwhich  we  claim  our  right  nol  to 
be  interrupted  in  ourcommeroe.  This, my 
Lords,  is  the  plain  and  undeniable  fact. 
But  what  follows  ?  The  preliminary  comeii 
to  be  considered  in  this  House,  and  the 
noble  lord  objects  to  it,  because  il  is  not  k 
definitive  treaty.  No,  my  Lords;  but  it 
ties  the  ministry  down  from  makinff  any 
treaty  in  consequence  of  this  preliminary, 
but  such  a  treaty  as  must  effectually  secure 
you  against  all  the  encroachments  you 
have  hitherto  complained  of.  You  tell 
his  Majesty's  ministers,  by  this  Address, 
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|h«t  ypu  are  aoi  to  be  aatiifled  with  any 
treatyy  in  which  ^*  proper  prorision  6hall 
luttbie  madeforBedre^of  theGnevanoM 
§o  justly  con(i{^iiied  of,  aad  particularly 
that  the  freedom  a£  navigati<m  and  com* 
uerce  in  the  American  Seas  may  be  eiiec- 
tually  secured  to  his  Britisk  subjects^  that 
they  may  enjoy  unmolested,"  j^ray  marie, 
my  Lords,  **  their  undoubted  nght  of  nap 
vjgating  and  carrying  on  trade  ind  com* 
roeroe,  from  one  part  of  his  Majeaty's  do* 
0union8  to  another,  without  being  liable  to 
be  stopped,  visited  or  searched  on  the 
open  seas,  or  any  other  violation  w  in- 
fraction of  the  said  treaties." 

Can  words  be  stronger  than  these,  my 
Lords,  to  signify  your  ionlships'  aeal  for 
bcving  the  i^ts  of  this  nation  put  cmt  of 
all  question,  and  beyond  ail  vi<^btioB? 
They  contain  almost  the  very  words  of 
your  brdships'  resolutions,  and  Uie  very 
thing  which  the  noble  lord,  who  spoke  last, 
has  been  plei^g  for :  so  that  the  noble 
kwd's  arguments  could  not  be  against  our 
agreeing  to  this  Address,  but  against  our 
ministry^  who  have  not  perCtMrmedimpoasi- 
bilities  in  making  a  definitive,  inst^  of  a 
prelim^inary  treaty,  and  in  not  working  mi- 
rades,'  by  changing  the  natural  phl^n  of 
the  people  they  were  to  treat  with,  into 
all  the  vivacity  and  dispatch  which  theim- 
patienc^  of  our  people  at  home  requires. 
There  is  no  body,  I  am  sure,  knows  better 
than  the  noble  lord  does,  that,  if  you  treat 
with  a  people,  you  are  to  treat  with  them 
accordmg  to  their  predominant  genius  and 
diiposition ;  you  are  to  yield  to  their  hu- 
fuourq,  that  you  may  therdiy  gain  a  great 
.deal  to  your  own  interest.  And  it  is  well 
known  mv  Lords,  that  the  Spaniards  are  a 
•people  who  will  give  up  a  point  of  interest, 
oefore  they  will  give  up  a  point  of  form. 
Therefore,  as  you  prerarred  peace,  if  it 
could  be  had  upon  reasonable  terms,  and 
as  every  thinlmgman  in  the  kingdom  was, 
1  bdieve,  sensiUe  that  a  war  with  Spain 
'wasto  be  avoided,  if  we  could  do  it  con- 
ai^lfiitly  with  our  honour;  I  do  not  think 
<tlmt  our  ministiy  could  have  answered  to 
.this  House,  and  to  the  nation,  if  they  had 
acted  any  otherwise  than  they  ha;re  done. 

Having  said  thus  much  with  regard  to 
the  Address,  I  come  now,  my  Lwds,  to 

Seak  to  what  I  proposed^  the  nature  of 
e  Rights  for  whidi  we  contend,  as  found- 
ed on  reason.  My  Lords,  I  am  very  sensi- 
ble»  that  the  Spaniards  have  been  guilty  of 
cross  violations  of  treaties,  and  give  me 
leave  to  say,  that  by  this  Convention  they 
appear  to  be  sensible  of  it  themselves. 


Therefcro,  by  what  I  have  to  say  opoD  tUi 
head,  Idonotin  thekast  intendtojiKtit; 
them  in  their  violences.  Nor,  my  Lordi^ 
do  I  intend  in  the  least  to  weaken  our 
right  to  an  uninterrupted  exerase  of  (wr 
trade  and  navigation  on  the  America 
Seas.  1  hope,  mv  Lords,  that  our  mmtjj 
will  obtain  as  full  an  adcnowkdi^eiit  ot 
them  all,  as  the  best  friend  of  this  Dttkn 
wishes.  All  my  intention  is  to  pfeTei!t,» 
much  as  any  thing  I  can  say  can  prevectk, 
the  mistakes  which  may  otherwise  vm 
about  the  Search  and  Visit,  ironi  whichit 
plead  an  exemption  ;  and  the  rather,  be- 
cause the  noUe  lord,  in  what  he  said  im- 
raerly,  and  on  this  occasion,  hu,  I  thiuki 
pleaded  for  an  axemptioii  which  we  cu- 
not  claim,  either  by  treaties,  by  the  lav  a 
nations*  <Nr  by  the  practice  of  nstiooi. 

By  the  fiiat  general  treaty,  mj  Lord^ 
which  we  have  with  Spain,  it  is  stipulate^ 
That  when  a  ship  of  war  beUmgbg  to  ik 
one  nation  ahall  meet  with  a  tradmgvettel 
belonging  to  the  other,  that  ship  of  nr 
may  visit  such  a  vewel,  and  if  prohibi»i 
goods  are  found  on  board,  they  are  cosfii* 
cable.  This  treaty,  niy  Lonht,  extendi  t; 
the  mutual  possessions  of  both  crovus 
America,  as  well  as  in  £urope;  and  then 
being  no  restriction  to  prevent  this  vist 
taking  plaee  in  America,  as  well  as  is  Eu* 
rope,  it  was  plainly  the  intention  ot'  'Js 
contracting  powers,  that  nosucbeiesT' 
tion  should  be  plaided  by  either,  as  iti 
noble  lord  contends  for.  The  next  trein 
was  made  three  years,  or  I  bdieve,  d(< 
above  two  years,  after,  and  was  restnctoi 
to  America  alone.  And,  my  Loids,  t^ 
last  treaty  confirms,  in  the  very  first  Ait)* 
de,  all  the  stipuhitions  of  the  precediag 
one,  which  it  expressly  mentioos.  Bt 
mutualpnMlntion  of  trade  is,  by  theagkb 
Article  of  this  treaty,  repeatied,  thoo^ 
not  more  effiectually  stipulated,  tbso  ii 
was  by  the  preceding  one  ;  bat  this  ooij 
proves,  that  tJie  eontracting  poven  look* 
ed  upon  that  prohibition,  as  the  gn*^ 
basis  upon  which  all  thdr  negociad<ai 
were  to  be  founded:  for  we  find,  that thi 
treaty  of  Utrecht  mentions  the  sok  ptf- 
sesskm  of  the  Spanish  Indies  ronainisft) 
that  crown,  as  tne  principal  considei^ 
which  was  to  be  regarded,  But,mjl^' 
what  does  this  proved  Does  it  prove>  <> 
,  the  noble  lord  contends  for,  that  our  i^^ 
'can  only  be  visited  in  their  ports  ni^ 
hours  2  M^  Lords,  give  me  leave  to  ny* 
that  if  treaties  are  wrested  in  diis  mae* 
there  is  not  a  treaty  subaistittg  bstir»t  is 
and  any  power  in  Europe,  which  ^J^ 
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le  eomtrued  to  purposa  Aat  deitoov  the 
rerj  end  far  whic^  il  was  made,  oy  aU 
he  treaties  id  force  beUrixt  ua  and  the 
Spaniards,  the  advantages  ariatngfirom  the 
rode  with  their  setliniieDts  in  America 
re  resen-ed  ta  tiiem ;  this  is  undeniable; 
Kit,  accordmg  to  the  noble  lord,  these 
ery  treaties  admit  of  a  coostniction  thafr 
nts  it  in  our  power  to  mn  away  with  all 
hat  trade,  for  it  aeems  that  a  mutual  pro* 
ohition  of  trade,  is  the  very  thing  by 
rhich  we  defeat  aM  the  iiitentioA  of  such 
iprohibttion,  and  make  the  property  of 
lucfa  crown  common  to  the  other.  1  speak, 
Qj  Lords,  of  the  property  of  Englttid  aa 
feU  as  of  Spata,  because,  as  the  prdiibi- 
H»  ismutiml,  the  advanta^atisiog  from 
hat  prohibiiwn  oi^fat  likewutt  tobe  mutual* 
*^ow,ayLacda,giveflseleaTelo  suggest  to 
rour  lordships  in  what  manner  we  should 
cflson,  and  now  we  should  behave,  if  our 
hare  of  property  in  America  were  larger 
han  that  of  Spain,  and  if  diat  of  Spain  were 
10  larger  than  ours  is  at  presenk  fiiMiuld 
re,  my  Lords,  suffer  the  very  means  that  are 
(greed  upon  as  the  proper  method  of  se- 
aring that  jproperty,  to  he  thetery  means 
if  ita  being  rendered  quite  useless  to  us? 
!)0D8ider,  my  Lords,  hew  the  case  stands 
(t  preiient:  we  hare  no  trade,  we  say, 
rith  the  Spanish  settlements  in  America, 
herefore  there  can  exist  no  object  of 
earch.  Therefore,  let  our  ships  be  seen 
Kireringidbout  their  coasts  for  days,  nay 
Reb  together,  they  are  not  to  ask  any 
mettions ;  as  long  aa  we  do  not  go  into 
neir  ports  and  naiboura,  they  cannot 
eize  or  senrok,  or  so  much  as  visit,  pn>- 
^d  we  keep  at  sea,  though  but  a  pistol* 
hot  firom  their  shoresu  Would  we,  my 
^4)rds,  suffinr  any  peo|de  in  the  worid  to 
ware  us  in  ^t  manner?  Shouldtbey  but 
pretend  to  do  it,  is  there  a  man  in  this 
ntion  who  would  net  evclwm,  who  would 
M>t  csft  loudljr  out  for  war  to  chastise  their 
BJQstice,  and  accuse  our  mimstrr  of 
^ardice,  should  they  refbw  itf  To 
iring  this  case,  my  Lords,  still  nearer  home 
0  our  own:  let  us  consider  in  what  matt- 
er we  ourselves  think  fit  to  treat  all  the 
idler  nations  (£  Europe,  whom  we  sus- 
wct  to  be  concerned  in  tiiose  practices  of 
vlucfa  the  Spaniards  now  accuse  us«  It  is 
lae,  they  are  obliged  to  give  us  the  ho- 
M>ar  of  the  flag,  but  this  is  a  right  we  do 
M)t  claim  by  Uie  kw  of  nations,  but  by 
ntttive  treaties.  But,  my  Lwds,  in  what 
^f«oet  do  we  act  when  our  siups  meet 
^  any  foreign  vessel  thai  b  hovering 
vitkintwolei^ues  of  out  ceaat?    Why, 
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my  Loidsy  we  do  the  ▼srv  same  thing  b^ 
them  aa  the  Spaniards  do  by  us  in  like 
ciroumstnnces ;  we  stop  them,  we  ex** 
mine  if  they  have  not  been  concerned  inn 
clandestine  trade,  in  a  trade  that  is^  oi 
ma^  be,detiimental  to  the  revenoea  of  thia 
nauon:  and»  my  Lords,  if  we  find  that  they 
have,  the  prohibited  comnuidities  which 
they  are  laden  m^ith  are  seizable  and  con* 
fiscable.  By  a  bto  lasr,  my  Lords,  the 
cases  liable  to  such  ooniscation  are  regUf 
lated  in  so  stdet  a  manner,  UmU,  had  the 
Spaniaids  proceeded  agaipat  our  American 
ships,  in  like  circumstancesi  with  the  same 
severity,  we  must  have  beiud  of  a  great 
many  more  capturea  than  we  have*-  That 
laiw  enacts,  That  if  a  ship  shall  Tbe  ftiund 
within  two  leagues  of  our  coast,  not  pro* 
ceedin^  on  her  voyage  wkh  the  first  o^ 
poftumty,  and  if  soch  ship  shall  have  on 
Doard  SIX  pound  weight  of  tea,  or  anjr 
i^irito  in  cnaks  under  aix^  gaUpns  each« 
excepi  the  seamen's  allowance,  which  is 
two  gallons  a  man,  sucb  commodities  be* 
come  lawfiil  priae. 

There  is^  my  Lords*  one  circumstance 
in  our  cooMserce,  that,  I  thiak,  puts  us 
entirely  on  the  saase  foot  with  the  Spanncds 
in  America;  and  that  is,  the  case  of  our 
wool  trade.  Our  wool  w^  reckon  to  be  a 
staple  commodity  of  this  nation*  The  ex- 
portation of  it,  on  any  pretence  whatso^ 
ever,  is  prohibited  under  the  sev^eat  pe» 
naltie&  The  same  may  be  said  of  our 
tin,  and  our  fullers-earth«  And,  my  Lordsy 
we  pretend  sp^ufically  toknow  these  com« 
modities  whoever  they  are  found.  Sup* 
pose,  my  Lords,  one  A  our  ships  of  war 
should  meet  wit^  a  Frendi  ship  laden  with 
our  wool,  tin,  and  fuUens-eartb,  sailinn 
firom  England :  if  these  commodities  should 
be  found  in  such  a  ship,  and  if  our  captains 
should  seise  them,  would  the  French  think 
th^  had  a  right  to  redaim  such  commo* 
ditics^  because  they  were  not  taken  within 
the  precise  bounds  marked  out  by  our  acts 
of  parliament  ?  A  ship  of  war,  my  Loiq^ 
has  a  right  to  visit  tne  trading  ships  of 
anotlier  nation  in  any  latitude,  because 
they  are  to  take  care  that  no  ship  is  con- 
corned  in  anv  trade,  or  in  any  voyage* 
^t  may  be  detrimental  to  the  subjects,  or 
the  reveilue  of  the  crown  they  served  nay, 
my  Lords,  a  ship  of  war,  when  she  has  a 
prooC^  or  even  a  strong  presumption,  that 
a  trading  vessel  of  anwier  nation  has  any 
of  our  prdiibited  commodities  on  board^ 
has  a  n^  not  only  to  visit,  but  to  search 
such  ships.  Myliords^the  Spaniards  in 
their  settlenumts  in  America^  have  the  very 
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tame  cegidatkm  with  us  in  thii  raned. 
They  Imve  certain  commodilies  there 
which  may  be  called  ataple,  and  which, 
they  say,  are  spedfically  diftrent  from 
the  aame  commodities  in  any  other  part  of 
the  worhL  Of  this  kind  n  their  cocoap 
nut,  their  logwood^  and  their  silver  cob  or 
idate*  It  is  true,  that  we  pretend  we  have 
logwood  and  cocoa-nuts  growinp  in  our 
ptontations.  But  then  the  Spaniards  tell 
usy  and  I  believe  very  justly  too,  that  there 
is  as  great  a  diierence  betwixt  our  cocoap 
nuts  and  theirs,  and  our  logwood  and 
theirs,  as  there  is  betwixt  our  wool  and 
that  of  any  other  nation.  Therefore,  say 
the^,  why  will  you  deprive  us  of  a  right 
whidi  you  yourselves  exercise  in  as  exten* 
sive  a  manner  as  we  pretend  to  ?  We  ^con- 
tipue  they)  have  still  a  better  r%iit  to 
visit  ships  on  the  American  seas,  than  you 
have  or  visiting  on  the  European.  We 
pretend  only  to  visit  on  the  seas  that  wash 
our  own  coasts :  and  the  intention  of  that 
visit  is  only  to  secure  to  oursel?es  those 
advantages  that  are  stipulated  by  treaty, 
which  you  yourselves  do  not  dispute.  I 
know,  my  Lords,  that  the  Spaniaras  have 
abused  and  extended  this  claim  to  unwar- 
rantable excesses;  and,  my  IfOrds,  if  I  had 
reason  to  think  that  thes6  abuses  are  coun- 
tenanced by  the  court  of  Spain,  I  should 
very  willingly  give  my  voice  for  chastising 
them  in  an  exemplary  manner.  But,  my 
Lords,  if  we  consider  that  the  guarda 
cost^,  by  which  these  abuses  were  com- 
mitted, are  not  properly  ^ips  belonging 
to  the  orown  of  Spain ;  if  we  consider,  that 
St  is  impossible  for  any  crown  to  prevent 
abuses  of  that  kind,  and  that  they  in  effect 
disavow  them,  I  think,  they  ought  to  have 
no  influence  upon  our  present  delibera- 
tion» 

Upon  the  whole,  my  Lords,  it  is  evident 
that  there  are  certain  points  of  commerce, 
and  certain  rights,  which  we  cannot  deny 
to  Spain,  without  acting  with  the  greatest 
inconsistency  and  injustice  on  our  part. 
We  cannot  deny,  that  they  have  a  rignt  to 
employ  their  utmost  endeavours  in  pre- 
venting a  clandestine  trade  betwixt  their 
own  colonies  and  any  other  nation  in  the 
world  but  themselves:  that  they  have 
a  right  to  seize  upon  and  confiscate  all 
ships  that  ate  found  carrying  on  such  a 
trade,  and  are  sole  judses  of  all  cases  be- 
twixt the  captors  and  the  owners  of  such 
ashiiK 

We,  on  the  other  hand,  my  Lords,  with 
great  justice,  insist  on  a  free  navigation 
petwist  one  part  of  his  Migcsty's  domi- 
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mooB  and  anodier.  We  insist  that  tfaa 
freedom  of  navigatidli  be  not  intemmted 
by  our  sh^  bemg  stomwd  or  searchea  as 
the  open  seas;  and  tnis  k  a  right  iriikli 
the  Spaniasds  have  never  yet  vxpody  de- 
nied us.  So  that,  my  Cords,  when  ve 
conskler  the  matter  oooly  and  without 
prejudice,  there  is  no  difierenei  betiMai 
about  the .  general  rights,  which  eScb 
daims,  but  about  the  particidar  mSanef  in 
which  these  rights  are  exercised.  Wi  tcQ 
the  Spaniards,  that  though  th^  haiei 
right  to  prevent  all  dande&tine  tiade  k 
their  own  settlements,  yet,  that  tfaej 
ought  not  to  exercise  that  right  in  sod)  a 
manner  as  to  interrupt  the  freedom  of 
our  navigation.  The  Spaniards,  oo  tbdr 
part,  tell  us,  that  we  are  not  to  abuse  that 
freedoiii  ^navigation,  whidi  they  ackoor- 
ledge  we  have  a  right  to,  by  exerdangit 
in  such  a  mann^  as  to  pive  our  merchant 
an  opportunity  of  tradmg  with  theircolo' 
nies.  This,  my  Lords,  is  the  plain  atate 
of  the  points  in  difibrenc^  betwixt  us  and 
SpatD.  Neither  dittos  the  rights  of  tbe 
other,  but  each  dilutes  the  exerciae  of 
these  rights.  Therefore,  my  Lords,  ^ 
that  remains  to  be  done  by  the  n^odaton 
on  both  sides,  is,  to  reconcile  the  exercise 
of  our  rights  of  navigation,  to  the  enjoy* 
ment  of  their  rights,  to  prevent  s  dai- 
destine  trade  with  their  setoements.  Ths, 
my  Lords,  is  what  cannot  be  done  bf 
canvassing  the  words  of  any  tres^,  be- 
cause no  treaties  have  providied  agsmatafl 
abuses  of  thiakind.  It  can  tberabre  be 
done  only  in  the  me^od  proposed  by  ths 
very  Convention,  by  appointing  pien^ 
tentiaries  on  each  side,  who  are  to  meet 
and  to  settle  the  proper  methods  of  regu- 
lating, or,  if  you  will,  of  remoriiig,  all  tbe 
grievances  subsisting  on  either  side. 

This,  my  Lords,  cannot  be  done,  but  bf 
each  side  receding  a  little  Iran  the  rigoar 
of  its  demands,)  and  by  our  consider»g  fbe 
intention  as  well  as  the  words  of  treatieL 
There  is  no/'trea^,  my  Lords,  csnbed^ 
vised  by  the  wit  of  man,soas  to  compRbaKl 
«nd  provide  for  all  the  cases  thst  msj  arst 
from  the  abases  of  it,  if  either  of  tba 
parties  concerned  should  refuse  to  saboil 
to  a  reasonable  explanation  of  its  true  in- 
tention and  meanmg,  and  juatifjr  ther 
abuses  of  it  from  their  not  beine  lita*^ 
provided  against.  The  treaty  of  the  iM 
of  king  Charles  S,  whereon  we  loaodoiir 
rights  to  a  free  exercise  of  narigstioD,  pi^ 
vides,  that  we  may  sail  from  one  part  a 
his  Majesty's  dominions  to  aaolhsr;  bat 
it  does  not  provide  that,  mcais  our  ibf< 
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•ore^if  rightfyconsideredy  caa  ii«fw  inji^ 
any  of  the  righta  of  this  nation,  fiur  lait 
can  it  justify  any  of  the  unwarrantably 
claims  or  practices  of  the  Spaniards.  Let 
our  rights  of  navigatim  remain  inviolate, 
let  the  commerce  of  this  kingdom  exte»d» 
and  her  interesto  prospen;  but,  my  Lords, 
do  not  let  us  endeavour  to  advance  these 
interests  by  means  that  justice  cannot  war- 
rant, and  prostitute  the  faith  of  this  natioB 
to  gratify  a  mistaken  notion  olf  her  honour. 
We  never  can  vindicate  her  honour  so  ef- 
fectinlly,  as  by  mamtatning  the  fiuth  of 
treaties,  by  insisting  upon  nothing  that  is 
not  strictly  warranted  by  them,  and  by  our 
readiness  to  submit  every  doubtful  point 
to  a  fair  and  an  amicable  (uscussi<m.  It  is 
no  sign  of  true  courage,  my  .Lords,  for  us 
to  tell  any  people  that  we  know  we  are  in 
the  right,  and  if  they  wiD  not  yidd  to  us, 
they  must  fight  us.  If  we  consult  history, 
my  Lords,  we  shall  find  that  success  very 
seldom  attends  any  people,  who  set  th^n- 
selves  up  for  the  bullies  a£  mankind.  The 
reason  is  plain :  all  nations  are  against 
such  a  people,  and  if  the  fear  of  their  power 
should  hinder  them  awhile  from  acting 
openly  against  them,  they  never  fail  se- 
cretly of  taking  all  advantages  to  humble 
them.  The  Romans  themselves,  my  Lordu, 
though  their  power  was  very  great,  yet, 
even  when  they  were  in  the  hei^t  of  tneir 
glory,  never  refused  to  hearken  to  reason ; 
and  we  find  them  often  submitting  to  treat, 
where,  had  they  entered  into  war,  they 
had  been  sure  to  conauer.  If  this  maxim, 
my  Lords,  was  a  gooa  one  amongst  a  peo» 
pie  who  maintained  themselves  in  tneir 
conouests  by  arms,  much  more  ought  it  to 
be  cherished  by  us,  who  subsist  by  trade. 
Trade,  my  Lords,  may  be  mined  even  by 
a  successnil  war,  and  recovered  by  an  in- 
different peace.  I  would  not  be  under- 
stood, my  Lords,  that  we  are  to  give  up 
any  of  our  just  rights,  or  that  we  are  to 
sue  to  the  Spaniards  for  peace :  no,  my 
Lords,  this  very  Convention  is  sufficient 
proof,  that  we  treat  with  them  on  an  eqiud, 
nay,  a  superior  footing ;  and  i£  a  definitive 
treaty  shall  be  concluded  in  conseduence 
of  this  preliminary  one,  we  may  jusuy  say. 
that  we  havegiven  peace,  and  not  received 
it.  As  a  proof  of  this,  oo^  Lords,  let  u» 
consider  tne  behaviour  of^  the  Spaniardr 
some  time  ago,  compared  with  what  it  i$ 
at  present:  and  whoever  does  this»  my 
Lords,  will  find  that  they  have  yielded  up 
many  points,  and  those  material  ones,  ana 
we  have  not  given  up  one. 
This,  my  Lords,  bas  not  been  attenq>teA 
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H  be  found  hovering  within  sun-shot  of 
I  Spanish  coasts,  the  Sfpaniards  most  not 
ip  and  search  these  ships,  though  they 
le  the  clearest  and  most  undeniable 
poft  of  thdr  carrying  on  an  illicit  trade. 
It,  my  Lords,  beaiuse  no  such  provision 
made,  would  it  be  reasonable  in  lis  to 
jrt  upon  it,  that  it  is  a  breadi  of  that 
aty,  for  them  to  seise  any  ship  in  such 
enmstances  ?  On  the  other  hand,  my 
kds,  should  the  Sj^iards,  because  a 
liabition  of  trade  with  their  colonies  is 
imlirted  by  that  treaty,  under  the  colour 
preventing  an  iDicit  trade,  interrupt  our 
todom  of  navisaticm  on  the  op^  seas,  I 
nk  we  should  be  warranted  by  all  laws 
tine  and  human,  to  bring  them  to  a  so- 
le account.  But,  my  Lords,  if  both 
|bb,  widiout  justifying  these  excesses, 
IB  have  recourse  to  the  original  meaning 
.the  treaty,  and  take  the  pains  to  exa^ 
ise  mto  the  proper  methoos  of  prevent- 
f  them,  as  is  proposed  by  this  Conven- 
B,  I  am  persuaded  that  each  party  will 
ve  reason  to  be  satisfied. 
Hie  noble  lord,  who  spdce  last,  took 
est  pains  to  prove  that  the  second 
rtide  of  this  Convention  is  inconsistent 
A  die  resolutions  your  lordships  came 
^thc  last  session,  on  this  head,  but,  my 
Ml,  if  I  undeniood  your  lordships  in- 
MioDS  in  coming  to  these  Resolutions, 
in  did  not  intend  them  as  instructions  to 
I  Bfojesty*s  ministers  to  justify  all  the 
nses  that  may  be  introduced  into  that 
amerce.  You  found  that  a  free  naviga^ 
ftia  thewseaa  was  the  undoubted  right 
'the  subjects  of  Great  Britain ;  but  you 
1  not  declare  that,  if  the  8ub|ects  of 
Mat  Britain,  in  consequence  of  this 
l^t,  should  carry  on,  nay,  force  a  trade 
di  the  Spanish  setdements,  the  treaties 
Iwixt  the  two  crowns  authorized  such  a 
rie,  and  that  our  minister  should  imme- 
Mj  dedare  war,  if  the  Spaniards  re- 
Isd  to  acknowledge  such  a  trade  to  be 
irfiil.  Unlos  your  lordships  did  this, 
s  Convention  and  your  lordships  Reso- 
lioDsare  ezacdy  corre^ndent  to  one 
ifvther,  since  die  treaties  upon  which 
nr  re8oluti<ms  were  formed,  are  therein 
tfaioirledged,  and  laid  down  as  the 
ieond-woik  upon  which  our  pljenipoten- 
iries  are  to  proceed. 

My  Lords,  J  should  not  have  ventured 
Mo  these  unpopular,  but  certain  truths, 
dl  not  know  that  I  speak  in  an  assem- 
gr  diat  has  been  always  eminent  for  a 
net  ronrd  to  justice,  whomsoever  it  may 
fcet   What  1  have  said»  my  Lords,  I  am 
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to  be  denied  by  the  noUe  lord  hiimtU; 
who  spoke  last ;  and  I  bdieve  erenr  con- 
fidering  man  of  thk  nation  would  ha;ve 
Mained  the  ministryy  had  thej  plunged 
the  natvon  into  a  war  without  an  j  neces* 
sit^.  Bat,  my  Lords,  it  has  been  the  fate 
<tf^aU  miaisters,  that  ever  served  this  na- 
tion, that,  let  then*  measures  be  ever  so 
just,  and  their  zeal  ever  so  disinterested, 
M  party  has  been  always  found  amongst 
ourselves,  to  accuse  them  of  wickedness  or 
weakness.  They,  who  are  resolved  to  find 
fiiult,  right  or  wrong,  will  never  want 
pretences,  I,  my  Lords,  have  lived  long 
enough  to  see  measures  quite  opposite  to 
one  another  approved  of  by  the  same  party. 
i  have  heard  the  ministry  accused  of  rash- 
ness by  those  m  the  opposition  for  enter- 
ing into  a  war  with  Spain.  I  hear  them 
now  accused  of  pusillanimity  for  endea- 
vouring to  preserve  a  peace  with  her,  and 
I  may,  pernaps,  live  long  enoi^h  yet  to 
see  this  Convention  as  universalh^  ap- 
plauded, as  it  is  now  industriously  decried. 
Tliey  in  the  ^^position,  my  Lords,  have 
many  advantages,  without  doors,  over 
those  in  the  mmistry.  They  have  the  han- 
piness  of  bemg  looked  upon  by  the  people 
as  advocates  for  their  rights.  This  gives 
|preat  weight  to  all  they  say  oformt.  They 
akewise  never  fail  to  cover  all  theur  de- 
signs with  a  word  that  is  dear  to  every 
free-born  people,  Liberty.  This,  my 
Lords,  gives  them  a  fine  field  for  declama- 
tion ;  and  there  is  nothing  so  absurd,  or  so 
ridioiloos,  that  will  not  beget  a  popular 
prejudice  in  its  fiivour,  if  they  have  art 
enough  to  colour  it  with  that  specious  ap- 
pearance. For  this  reason,  my  Lords,  the 
ery  without  doors  has  very  little  influence 
with  me,  any  farther  thfm  to  ffive  me  a 
sensible  pleasure,  in  reflecting  tnat  all  our 
liberties  are  safe,  since  even  the  abuse  of 
them  passes  unpunished.  My  Lords,  Uiere 
is  notriing  can  be  a  greater  proof  that  the 
dangers  to  which  our  liberties  are  said  to 
be  exposed,  are  sroundless,  than  the  very 
freedom  with  which  people  suggest  that 
we  are  in  any  sudi  danger.  Jf  liberty 
were  in  danger,  my  Lords,  no  man  durst 
be  so  hardy  as  to  tell  the  world  that  it  is 
90;  and  ^this  Gonvention  were  sb  dis- 
gracefiil  to  this  nation,  as  some  pretend, 
our  ministry  would  have  made  a  flurther 
atretch  of  mm  power ;  they  would  have 
rendered  it  unsafe  for  any  party  to  have 
censured  their  conduct  with  so  much  free- 
dom. Former  ministers,  my  Lords,  have 
acted  in  this  manner ;  even  good  ministers 
kave  proceeded  to  aeverities  under  half  the 


provocaCran  the  preaent  ariminiitiEtiop  h— 
met  with.  But,  my  Lords,  we  hmwe  no- 
thing of  that  kind  to  fear  now;  faiBMajosiy 
aabmits  the  eonduct  of  his  miniaters  le 
your  examinationy  their 
stand  or  fidl,  aa  yoo  i^rove  ot  < 

I  would  not  have  said  ao  much,  my 
Loids,  upon  a  subject  thsit  has  bo  iianie> 
diate  relation  to  this  questtooy  had  not  the 
noble  lord  who  spoke  last,  seemed  to  think 
that  oar  agreeing  to  this  Addreas,  an  Ad- 
dress of  duty,  my  I^rds,  to  bis  Ma^estr, 
would  give  a  fatal  blow  to  the  Mbmy  '<tf 
this  nation,  and  render  it  aaneoeaaarj  for 
any  lord,  hereafter,  to  attend  the  duties  of 
this  Houae.  I  shall,  theraforey  trouble 
your  lordships  no  &rther,  than  to  add  a 
few  observaHoBS  ov  what  feU  from  the  no- 
ble lord,  dh  the  other  Articlea  of  this  Cob- 
vencion. 

His  lorddnp  thought  it  CAUeuwly  tin- 
reasamd)le,  that  this  Coaveatioift  did  not 
provide  an  adequate  reparation  for  ail  that 
our  sailors  have  sufieced  in  their  persocs 
from  the  Spaniards.     I  should  huve  been 
extremely  akui,  my  Lords,  if  sock  a  repa- 
ration  could  have  been  obtained:   and  I 
believe  this  House  woold  be  oUiged  to  hii 
lordship,  if  he  would  take  pains  to  point 
out  in  what  manner  such  a  satisfiiction  can 
be  effected.    It  must  firstappear,  that  the 
parties  who  suffiened,  apphed  to  tlie  court 
of  Spain  for  relief;  that  they  piaae«»ted 
die  authors  of  their  ftuflfering,  aad  proved 
the  facts  th^  alledsed,  aad  that  the  g«>- 
vemment  of  Spam  had  approved  of  thdr 
conduct,  and  justified  dienr  beibanties ;  w 
it  must  appear,  that  diese  oouita  were  not 
open  to  tneir  reiief,  and  that  they  were 
necessitated  to  apply  to  the  government 
here.    My  Lords,  I  never  heaA  of  any  in* 
stance  of  that  land;  and  thoi^  there  had 
been  any  such  instance,  I  doubt  the  Spa^ 
niards  are  not  without  complainta  on  their 
part  too,  of  the  injustice  of  our  govetnorSi 
Consider,  my  Lords,  how  kmg  it  is  ago 
since  our  people  in  Jamaica  used  to  go 
and  force  a  trade  with  the  ^anisli  satde- 
ments;  how  many  acts  of  piracy  were  eoo- 
mitted  by  our  subjects  against  the  Spa* 
niards :  nay,  mv  Lords,  these  abases  pnh 
ceeded  so  &r,  that  whole  fleets  of  pirates, 
for  I  can  call  them  no  better;  avowed^  in- 
vaded the  property  of  Spain  ia  these  aeas; 
they  fished  for  wrecks,  to  which  no  snb^ 
of  this  nation  could  have  any  daoa ;  and, 
notwithstanding  express  prohibitions  from 
our  court,  committed  evetv  act  of  hosti^ 
lity.    My  Lords,  it  would  have  been  on- 
just  in  the  court  «f  Spaa^  torhave  dedaiei 
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r  «|aki$t  iii  for  these  practices,  or  to 
le  oemmded  an  adecjuate  satisfaction 
pa  oar  crown.  No  ministry  can  under- 
m  to  deliver  up  the  persons  of  such  of- 
iusy  because  they  take  care  to  keep 
^of  the  way  ^  and  it  is  as  difficult  to  give 
adequate  satis&ctiony  for  it  is  almost 
poasible  to  prove  the  damagesybecause, 
ittdi  cases,  one  party  is  always  sure  to 
onesent  the  losses  greater,  and  the  others 
I,  than  they  really  are.  This^myLords, 
oactly  the  case  betwixt  Spain  and  us. 
» complain  very  jtustly  of  our  losses,  and 
^tell  us  that  th^  will  give  us  fuU  sa^ 
IKtion  for  those  losses  that  we  make 
pear;  but  that  it  is  unreasonable  to  in- 
l  on  full  reparation  for  all  the  damages 
It  our  subjects  have  sustained  by  theirs; 
1  that,  tooy  without  any  other  jm>of 
la  the  bare  evidence  of  the  su&rcnrs 
smselves.  This,  my  Lords,  is  all  that 
\  am  in  justice  exact ;  and,  I  believe,  is 
ire  than  ever  was  granted  before  in  any 
dicase.  Besides,my  Lordsjf  we  con- 
tnr  the  thing  impartidly,  we  shall  find 
lit  we  have  no  reason  to  complain  ;  for, 
ihe  noble  lord  who  spoke  first  in  this 
iate,  observed,  their  demands  were 
aeh  greater  than  the  sum  stipulated  for 
eir  satisfaction ;  and  we  are  not  obliged, 
r  this  Convention,  to  pay  them  the  fourth 
\xL  As  to  the  reasons  advanced  by  the 
Ible  lord,  against  our  making  them  any 
Itis^ction  at  all  for  the  ships  taken  in  the 
lediterranean,  I  think  they  are  such  as 
pr  commissaries  could  not  properly  judge 
'if  because  they  were  to  act  by  treaties 
in  positive  stipulations,  and  to  have  no 
fard  to  particular  incidents.  Now,  my 
srds,asweare  obliged  by  intermediate 
esty,  to  give  them  satis&ction  for  these 
iqps,  if  they  were  not  actually  delivered 
^  and,  as  it  is  evident  they  never  were, 
sr  minister  there  had  notmng  to  do  but 
» consider  how  to  make  the  i^t  barsain 
t  eould.  But,  says  the  noble  lords,  it 
FSS  owine  to  the  Spaniards  themselves, 
bkt  the  ships  were  not  actually  delivered 
B  their  commissaries.  My  Lords,  I  be- 
bre,if  the  ships  had  been  worth  the  ex- 
ence  of  carrying  to  Spain,  they  would 
lot  have  refosied  them.  But,  my  Lords, 
ha  truth  of*,  the  matter  is,  that  they  weie 
a  80  bad  a  condition,  they  were  so  misera- 
Ay  battered,  and  Bad  been  so  ill  taken 
isre  of,  when  in  our  possession,  that  they 
vere  unfit  for  all  service,  and  therefore 
taned  out  of  the  harbour,  and  sunk  in 
die  sea.  My  Lords,  it  is  very  possible 
khe  Spaniards  thought  that  we  had  indus- 


tdously  put  them  in  such  a  condition,  that 
they  might  be  disabled  from  all  future  ser- 
vice. Whether  this  was  the  case  or  not, 
i^  of  no  importance  in  the  present  ques- 
tion ;  I  shall  only  take  the  liberty  to  say, 
that  60,000/.  is  a  gheap  price  for  the  re- 
mains of  all  the  naval  power  of  Spain.  If 
the  ships  had  been  in  any  condition  of  be- 
ing refitted,  they  might  have  been  soon  of 
greater  detriment  to  tliis  nation,  than  all 
diat  sum.  I  do  not  know  what  the  pre- 
sent  naval  power  of  Spain  is,  but  be  it 
what  it  will,  it  has  been  aH  raised  since 
the  action  in  the  Mediterranean,  for  in 
that  action  it  was.  effectually  ruined. 

As  to  the  other  Articles  of  the  Conven- 
ti<m,  my  Lords,  which  the  noble  lord  has 
objected  to,  I  will  be  very  free  to  own  to 
your  lordships,  that  I  have  not  examined 
them  witlt  the.  same  attention  as  his  lord- 
ship has  done ;  but  I  think  his  lordship's 
principal  objection  was,  to  our  suffering 
the  case  of  the  ships  sailing  from  Antigua^ 
to  be  submitted  to  .the  determination  of 
the  plenipotentiaries.  In  answer  to  this,^ 
my  Lords,  I  can  only  say,  that  if  the  casa^ 
of  this  ship  be  as  unexceptk)nable  as  hit 
lordship  seems  to  think  it  is,  the  provision 
made  by  the  Convention,  is  sufficient  to 
indemnify  the  owners.  But,  my  Lords» 
it  is  very  hard  for  us  to  pronounce,  at  this 
distance,  what  particular  circumstances 
might  have  given  rise  to  this  stipulation. 
For  though  Uie  Spaniards  had  mo^  cer<r 
tainly  no  manner  of  right  to  seize  any 
British  sliip  in  the  latitude  where  that  ship 
was  seized,  yet,  my  Lords,  if,  after  the 
committing  this  unwarrantable  act,  they 
had  full  proofs  from  what  appeared  by  thf 
master's  papers,  and  the  ship's  cargo,  that 
this  ^p  since  she  left  England  had  beep 
c<mcemed  in  an  illicit  trade,  as  nobodvhera 
can  venture  to  say  she  had  not,  will  voii^r 
lordships  be  of  opinion  that  there  did  net 
arise  from  this,  at  least,  some  ground  fqr 
a  future  diseussion  ?  My  I>ords,  I  do  n<gt 
4usert  that  this  is  the  fiict,  but  it  possibly 
may,  and  I  Uiink  we  ought  not  to  form  any- 
simden  judgment  of  it,  till  we  know  this 
truth. 

But  whatever  may  be  in  this,  it  m  cer- 
tain that  every  wise  ministry,  my  Lordi^ 
will  gae  up  a  few  points  of  less  importanoft 
in  order  to  secure  the  general  mtesests; 
and  in  a  negociation  of  tius  nature,  maujr 
such  points  occur:  but  I  believe  the  minis- 
try has  managed  with  as  mudi  cautioo, 
and  with  as  great  teademess  to  &e  inte* 
rests  of  our  merchants,  as  any  nunisCrr 
ever  did* 
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To  conclude,  my  Lords,  I  think  this 
Address  is  but  a  bare  acknowledgment  of 
Aur  duty  and  gratitude  to  his  Majesty;  if 
we  agree  to  the  motion,  it  will  give  a  weight 
to  our  future  negociations,  and  it  never 
can  be  attended  with  any  bad  conse- 
quences, because  th6  future  security  of  this 
nation,  the  only  tHing  that  now  remains  to 
be  settled,  and  the  principal  thing  that  the 
nation  has  all  along  desired,  is  expressly  pro- 
vided for  in  the  words  of  the  Address  pro- 
posed: so  that,  my  Lords,it  is  really  a  direc- 
tion, a  caution  to  the  ministers,  that  none 
of  our  just  rights  shall  be  given  up  by  any 
subsequent  treaty.  But,  my  Lords,  if  we 
should  not  agree  to  it,  what  have  we  to  ex- 
pect but  that  the  enemies  of  the  nation  will 
unite  upon  our  divisions  >  They  will  take 
courage,  my  Lords,  from  our  animosities : 
therefore,  my  Lords,  I  am  heartily  for 
our  agreeing  to  the  motion. 

The  Duke  of  Argyle : 

My  Lords;  as  I  neither  speak  from 
pamphlets  nor  papers,  I  cannot  precisely 
tell  your  Lordships  how  long  I  shall  trou- 
ble you  on  this  occasion.  It  is  an  affair 
of  as  great  importance,  I  will  venture  to 
•ay,  as  ever  came  before  this  House«  I 
have,  my  Lords  employed  a  great  deal  of 
time  in  endeavouring  to  form  a  right  judg- 
ment of  it  I  have  examined  it  without 
prejudice,  I  have  endeavoured  to  find 
something  in  it  that  may  be  justified,  I 
have  viewed  it,  my  Lords,  in  all  the  best 
lights  it  was  capable  of;  but  still,  my 
Lords,  the  more  I  consider,  the  more  I 
view  it,  the  more  disgraceful,  the  more  de- 
formed, does  this  Convention  appear. 

I  have  known,  my  Lords,  I  have  read  of 
measures  of  this  kind,  that  were,  indeed, 
generally  disliked  by  the  people,  and  were 
disadvantageous  to  die  nation;  but  still, 
my  Lords,  the  ministers  who  carried  on 
and  concluded  such  measures,  had  some- 
tfainff  to  say  in  their  justification.  The 
wewaess  of  the  nation,  the  conveniency 
of  trade,  the  strength  of  our  neighbours, 
or  some  consideration  of  that  kind,  was 
always  pleaded  as  an  excuse.  And  some- 
tunes,  taough  a  treaty  was  in  the  main  dis- 
agreeable, or  dishonourable  to  the  nation, 
yet  there  were  certain  particular  clauses, 
•some  advantages  stipulated,  which,  if  they 
did  not  balance,  served  at  least  to  excuse 
the  rest*  But,  my  Lords,  this  Convention 
is^  not  only  disagreeable  to  every  body 
without  doors,  but  it  does  not  contain  one 
ivtide  that  can  be  wrested  to  have  so 
much  as  a  &vourable  aspect  for  this  nation. 
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To  what,  my  Lords,  can  this,  be  owiag^ 
Is  it  owin^  to  the  weakness  of  the  nadon  i 
Not  at  all;  this  nation  is  not  week;  At 


has  strength  sufficient  to  crush  that  power 
that  crushes  her.  If  she  is  poor,  my  Lords, 
the  government  feeb  none  of  it ;  for  oar 
ministers  are  as  largely  supplied  wkh  trea- 
sure as  those  ministers  were,  uiMler  whom 
this  nation  made  the  power  that  now  in- 
sults us  to  tremble.  Our  trctopa,  my 
Lords,  are  more  nomerous,  better  doath- 
ed  than  those  troops  were,  who  once  con- 
quered this  insolent  neighbour,  and  filled 
her  throne  with  a  monarch  of  our  owa 
making.  I  see  many  lords  here,  who  1  an 
sure,  remember  th^  glorious  times ;  and 
if,  my  Lords,  at  that  time  any  one  had 
ventured  to  foretel  that  this  natkm  would 
soon  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  ne^ 
gociating,  for  the  i|>ace  of  eighteen  or 
twenty  years,  to  obtain  such  a  treaty  m 
this  is,  was  there  a  man  in  the  whole  iiation 
that  would  have  believed  him  ? 

Have  our  ministry,  my  Lords,  aught  to 
plead  in  favour  of  this  measure,  because 
It  is  for  the  convenience  of  trade  ?  My 
Lords,  every  body,  who  undenrtands  wim 
trade  is,  knows,  that  if  this  Conventioii  a 
approved    of  by  Parliament,    our    trade 
must  be  irretrievably  ruined.    Can  h  be 
pleaded,  ray  Lords,  that  our  fguynies  aie 
so  strong  that  we  ought,  in  policy,  to 
yield  a  little  to  their  humours?  No,  our 
enemies  are  weak,  they  are  strong  only 
in  our  fears.    We,  my  Lords,  are  masten 
of  that  element  whereon  the  cauae  mtur 
be  decided;    and  let  all   our    enemin, 
either  profesBed  or  secret,  nay,  let  all  the 
neutral  powers  in  Europe  unite  their  naval 
force,  we  have  a  fleet  now  at  sea  that  m 
able  to  beat  them  all.    But,  my  Lords,  do 
we  behave  as  if  we  had  any  auch  supe- 
riority ?  Have  we  so  much  as  asserted  the 
honour  of  the  British  Fla^  ?  Hove  we  not 
tamely  given  it  up,  giveirit  up  withoat  the 
least  reason,    so  far  as    appears  to  the 
world  ?  Wliat  the  reasons  ot  our  mhustefs 
may  be,  my  Lords,  for  this  pusillaninutj, 
I  am  entirely  ignorant ;  and  as  I  am  igno- 
rant,   I   am   innocent :  for,  my   L^ordst 
though  I  am  a  privy  counsellor,  I  am  ss 
unacquainted  with  the  secrets  of  die  go- 
vernment as  any  private  gentleman  who 
hears  me. 

I  remember,  my  Lords,  a  very  good 
sayina  of  a  noble  lord,  who  once  sat  in 
this  House,  it  was  the  late  lord  P^!ter- 
borou^ :  when  he  was  asked  by  a  fiiendl, 
one  day,  his  opinion  of  a  certain  measure; 
says  my  lord,  ja  some  surprize,  '  This  is 
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ifint  titaae  I  eVer  heard  of  it*  *  Impos- 
Is,'  sayi  the  other,  *  why  you  are  a  priTV 
nselior/  <  So  am  l/  replies  his  Jord- 
p^  *  and  there  is  a  cabinet  counsellor 
Ding  op  to  us  just  now ;  if  you  ask  the 
■e  question  of  him,  he  will  perhaps  hold 
peace,  and  thien  you  will  think  he  is  in 
\  secret ;  but  if  he  opens  once  his  mouth 
wt  it,  you  will  find  he  knows  as  little  of 
IS  I  clo/  My  Lords,  it  is  not  being  in 
ty  council,  or  in  cabinet  council,  one 
it  be  in  the  minister's  council  to  know 
\  true  motives  of  our  late  proceedings, 
r  my  own  part,  ray  Lords,  I  can  only 
esB  at  them,  but  I  have  dbapproved  of 
sn  these  eighteen  years  ;  )  have  disap- 
yved  of  them  in  public,  in  private,  and 
all  companies.  Therejfore,  my  Lords, 
ist  I  speak  upon  this  occasion,  I  speak 
IS  a  cittsen  of  the  world,  and  not  as.  a 
m  counsellor.  I  speak  Uie  language  of 
honest  and  unprejudiced  heart,  and 
1st  I  can  answer  for  to  my  king,  my 
BBtnr,  and  my  God. 

So  rar,  my  Lords,  as  I  can  judge  from 
I. tenor  of  our  late  behaviour,  our  dread 
France  has  been  the  spring  of  all  our 
lak  and  ruinous  measures*  To  this 
sad,  my  Lords,  we  have  sacrificed  the 
|8t  distinguishing  honours  of  this  nation. 
\k  dread  of  France,  my  Lords,  has 
jsnged  every  maxim  of  right  govern*' 
mt  among  us.  There  is  no  measure  for 
s  advantage  of  this  nation  that  has  been 
K  on  foot  for  these  many  years,  to  which 
a  has  not  given  a  negative ;  there  is  no 
essureso  much  to  our  detriment,  into 
kisb  she  has  not  led  us.  Your  lordships 
ly  remember,  for  it  happened  but  a  few 
jsrs  ago,  that  a  Frencn  ship  came  into 
te  of  our  harbours  with  all  her  sails  up, 
A  her  pendants  ilying ;  and  an  English 
icer,  who  was  but  a  lieutenant  oTone 
*our  men  of  war,  fired  at  her  to  make 
W  salute  his  Majesty's,  ship.  Your  lord* 
iq»,  I  am  sure,  have  not  torgot  what  was 
e  consequence :  tbelieutenant,  for  barely 
mg  his  duty,  and  which  if  he  had  not 
Hie,  he  must  have  been  broke,  was  dis- 
larged  the  service.  It  is  true,  my  Lords, 
» was  afterwards  preferred,  but  not  be- 
ve  we,  in  order  to  gratify  that  haughty 
Nirt,  had  submitted  to  tlie  infiuny  of 
ttaking  him. 

Here,  my  Lords,  was  an  instance  wherein 
rreat- Britain  gave  up  the  point  of  which 
le  always  has  been,  and  always  ought  to 
e  the  most  jealous ;  I  mean  the  honour 
r  her  Bag :  and  not  only  so,  mv  Lords, 
vt  puiushed  a  brave  officer  for  doing  his 
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duty  in  out  oif n  harbour.  He,  my  Lords, 
had  no  discretionary  4>ow6r,  he  acted  in 
absence  of  his  captain,  he  acted  by  sea* 
rules;  and  yet  these  rules  were  broken 
through  in  order  to  pacify  that  court. 
Why,  my  Lords,  should  our  ministers  ^ 
shew  so  much  complaisance  to  other 
nations,  and  bear  so  little  afl'ection  to  their 
own? 

'  But,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  punctilio  and 
form  only,  that  we  give  up  to  France ;  I 
am  afraid  we  sacrifice  mqre  substantial 
points  to  please  her.  I  am  afraid,  my 
Lords,  the  Convention  is  a  French  mea- 
sure. For  I  can  never  be  persuaded  that 
our  fear  of  aught,  that  can  possibly  happen 
to  us  from  Spain,  could  induce  us  to  .agree 
to  this  thing,  you  call  a  Convention.  It 
is  the  interest  of  France,  that  our  navi- 
gation and  commerce  should  be  ruined ; 
we  are  the  only  people  in  the  world,  whom 
they  have  reatson  to  be  apprehensive  of  in 
America ;  and  every  advantage  that  Spain 
gains  in  point  of  commerce,  is  gainect  for 
her.  Therefore,  mj  Lords,  we  are  not  at 
all  to  be  surprized,  if  she  takes  great  pains 
to  bring  about  a  measure  of  this  Kind* 
But,  my  Lords,  they  looked  upon  their 
work  as  but  half  done,  when  this  measure 
was  concluded ;  it  must  be  ratified  too,  in 
order  to  put  the  Parliament  under  greater 
difficulties  in  censuring  it.  Accordingly, 
because  it  seems  the  slowness  of  the 
Spaniards  could  not  be  brought  to  sign  it 
time  enough  to  ^et  it  ratified  before  the 
meeting  of  Parliament,  the  session  was 
out  off  for  fourteen  days.  This  brings  his 
Majesty's  name  and  authority  into  the 
question ;  for  they  thought'  that  a  great 
many  might  be  dissatisfied  with  a  bad 
treaty  concluded  by  the  minister,  who 
would  put  up  with  It,  if  confirmed  by  tlie 
King.  But,  my  Lords,  the  treaty  was  of 
the  minister's  making,  and  if  ministers 
make  bad  treaties,  they  should  answer  for 
them.  Our  law  has  most  excellently  es- 
tabli^ed  it  as  a  maxim.  That  the  King 
can  do  no  wrong.  The  reason  of  this,  my 
Lords,  is  plain,  because  the  constitution 
has  provided  a  proper  council,  who  shall 
advise  with  the  King,  as  to  the  executive 
part  of  government :  and  it  is,  my  Lords, 
always  to  be  supposed  that  the  persons, 
who  compose-that  council,  are  well  skilled 
in  the  laws,  the  constitution,  and  the  in« 
terests  of  their  country.  Therefore,  my 
Lords,  if  any  wrong  is  done  in  the  gqvem- 
ment,  it  is  presumed  to  be  done  by  those 
who  advise  the  King.  It  is  true,  the 
nature  of  ottc  constitution  requires,  that  ' 
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CbUcf  Mi  ih^uld  bi»  i«Bii4d  6I1C  ill  U0 
ajMfs  iiaiM;  but,  f^  411  itMf  ^ 
Ldfdtf,  Uti  is  tidt  the  «titiK>r  of  fheii6. 
Therefore  the  publicMicm  of  thi«  treaty  in 
bi»  tftfme  ought  not  t6  indemnify  th6  Ho^ 
lAord,  dr  to  mak0  tls  swaUdi^  what  w^  dan 
ft«v^  digest 

The  approbation  o^this  tfektf  isbr^u^ht 
in  by  way  of  an  Address  of  Thanks  to  thft 
^rmn^y  and  16,  it  teems,  no  itior^  Chan  a 
dotnpliment  16  his  Majesty.  A  eompll-* 
itkttit  for  what,  my  Lords  ?  For  makings 
thM  Conrention?  Hii  Majesty  did  not 
fliakd  it|  the  ministry  hiad^  it.  Thi6  Ad-* 
dress,  therefore,  will  t^U  the  world  that  we 
i^urn  thanks  to  the  minister  for  this  Cdh» 
tention^  which  gives  up  th6  security  of  our 
trade,  ftnd  nuts  us  in  ttie  power  of  out  na- 
tural ftnd  nereditary  enemies.  Let  who 
will  approve  of  such  a  measure^  I  tieter 
Will;  I  will  die  first. 

The  noble  Lords,  who  htne  spoken  fbr 
this  Address,  appear  to  huve  studied  th6 
paint.  It  is  no  easy  matter  fbr  one  who 
ipeaks  occasionally,  to  absWer  them.  My 
Lords^  I  do  not  trouble  myfelf  about  Ktde 
niceties  and  distfnctfonS;  .about  ft  right  and 
the  Exercise  of  a  right  For  what  end  do 
We  enjoy  a  right,  if  we  cannot  d^cercise  it  ? 
Bo  w6  pretend  to  hihder  the  Spaniards 
from  Searching  out'  ships,  when  found  in 
their  ports  or  harbours,  which  »  Uie  ut- 
most tney  can  claim  by  treaty?  My  Lords, 
^e  do  nt>t.  Do  the  Spaniards  su^r  us  to 
t^^rcise  that  our  natural  and  undoubted 
right  6f  sailing  unmolested  on  the  open 
#^as  ?  Nd,;my  Lords,'they  do  not :  so  that 
the  qtiiestion  19  not  about  a  right,  or  the 
manner  in  which  a  rfght  is  exercised,  but 
betwikt  an  unreasonable  claim,  and  an  un- 
doubted prii^tege,  betwixt  an  opprfessive 
usurpation,  and  a  lawful  title.  There  is, 
hSideed,  another  part  of  the  doctrine 
preached  by  tfje  reverend  prelate,  which 
Admits  of.  a  vefry  wide  difference,  though 
Wfe  lordship  has  bfcen  pleased  entirely  to 
luppress  ft ;  and  that  is,  the  difference  be- 
t^xt  A  Visit  ftnd  a  Search.  Visiting  a 
^hip,  my  Lords,  is,  when  a  ship  of  any 
ftvrce  accosts  a  trading  ship  of  another  na- 
H6h,  tthd  sends  ^vc  or  six  persons  nt  rrost 
>ft  a  bng  boat,  in  order  to  vipit  her ;  that 
is  to  say^  to  etrqiiire  whence  she  is  come, 
thither  bound,  what  she  has  on  heard, 
and  how  lAng  she  has  been  at  sea.  To  all 
these  the  master  must  ^ve  explicit  an- 
swers.  And  if  the  captain  of  the  visiting 
ship  still  dotibts,  he  may  call  for  his  ship*^ 
p«pers,  and  bills  ofl^^ding,  bat  has  no  ri^lit 
•0  insist  any  further.  K  hetioes,  my  Lords, 
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\m  endmiw  4&  adk  of  pmey*  A  seordk, 
(M  Che  other  hand,  is  a  rvmam^mg  tlie 
cargo  wkh  an  mtentkm  to  confiaoate;  and 
this,  my  LordSi  is  what  no  treaty  betwixt 
Spain  and  us,  subjects  oar  ships  to.  This, 
m^  Lords,  is  what  no  nation  in  Europe 
will  sufier  from  one  another,  and  we  ought, 
least  of  all,  eapeciaUy  from  the  Spaniards. 
It  is  fehamefttl  that  we  have  suii^red  it  90 
long*  If  We  suffer  our  seamen  to  be  in- 
sulted mr  intermpcad,  we  give  up  the  ho^ 
noor  of  the  nation,  we  pf%  up  all  that  for- 
merly gftte  Us  suecesft,  conquest  and  glorr. 

People,  my  Lords,  talk  of  CrooiweS, 
thathe^wasfttt  usurper.  I  do  not  deny 
thftt ;  but  he  still  had  many  valuable  qua- 
lities, and  wanted  nothing  but  a  hmfal 
titld  to  have  made  him  one  of  the  greatest 
men  tiiat  ever  govern^  this  nation.  He^ 
my  Lords,  had  one  maxim  fhmi  wiiich  ha 
never  deviated;  and  that  was,  never  to 
suffer  even  tiie  appearance  of  an  insak 
Uj^dn  this  nation  to  pass  unobserved*  Not- 
withstanding, my  LordS)  his  disputcii  titia 
to  the  government,  a  formidable  opposi- 
tion at  home,  and  powerful  alliances 
against  him  ftbroad,  he  kept  up  the  dignity 
of  the  sovereignty,  and  carried  the  repo- 
tatioii  of  the  British  flag  to  as  great  a 
height  as  ever  it  has  been  carried.  He, 
my  Lords,  had  to  do  With  three  powerfiil 
states,  France,  Holland,  and  Spain  ;  each 
of  them  more  powerful  than  they  are  no»-: 
But,  my  Lords,  he  nei^r  entered  hito  any 
inglorious  treaty,  he  aever  submitted  \o 
any  ignominious  terms* 

He  told  them  what  he  was  resolved  ta 
have,  and  what  he  would  do,  if  he  had  ii 
not  This  poeittve  way  of  proceeding,  my 
Lords,  efl^cted  dl  the  nation  could  desire, 
for  we  d6  not  find  in  htstor%%  that  any 
power  was  so  bold  as  to  sli^  htt  menace*; 
they  knew  him  too  well  to  take  hira  ^v  a 
bully ;  he  never  fitted  out  any  armaments 
either  by  sea  or  land,  with  wMch  be  did 
not  slrilce  ^tkn^  decisive  stroke^  1  wifi  teil 
you,  my  Lords,  one  instance:  When  the 
Spaniards  fitted  out  a  fleet  to  com|uer  sn 
isle  in  the  Mediterranean,  for  w«nt  of  pr»- 
visions  of  their  own,  they  seised  \xpim  rem 
that  belonged  to  a  Bfitish  8iih|ect,  te  the 
vnlne  of  30,000/.  On  our  Conful'^  lemso- 
strating  against  such  a  pvocedure,  H^ 
clapped  him  in  prison.  What  did  Cfeai- 
well  do  upon  this  ?  Did  Ite  send  pleBip> 
tentiaries,  at  a  great  expence  to  the  natk*^, 
to  e^atninc  into  die  nature  of  ^le  r«in> 
plahrts  on  botfi  sidesf  Did  heiMfch  «•> « 
ConVctation  fbr  regulating  the  f^riei-SBKre? 
No ;  he  ordered  Ma  Resiiftift  at  ^that  00  ift 
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o  tell  tkem  in  iibio  terms,  4bat  he  g«xr# 
hem  00  BMoy  4Uy«  to  «^n£M)ery  if  ih^y 
vaukd  mfdce  luw  ««Xl»faGdoo  (upofi  ^>e 
emu^  I9y  XiorcU,  wtuck  be  JbtioiseU*  fire- 
cribed}  gfii  if  they  did  oot  in  the  tin^ 
inuifced^  dutt  he  weuld  come  with  Im  s^ud- 
iro»  aad  demand  it,  upon  theif  coasts,  {row 
b^  jpi^U/th  of  his  caflUQon.  This  bh^t 
pa^ch  hod  its  de^i^ed  efiect;  the  S^ 
tarda  kxi^ew  whom  they  had  to  deal  with ; 
hexefofie  Uiey  did  Aot  treat,  but  sobniit. 

Si^^pfMsi^gy  my  Lords,  we  had  acted 
rkii  the  same  spirit,  do  not  your  lordships 
hink  it  would  have  had  the  same  e&ct  ? 
Wnd  why  did  we  4U>t  act  with  the  same 
pirit  ?  We  are  inore  powerful  now,  than 
iB  w&pfi  in  the  days  of  Cromwell.  The 
ypfudiards  are  weaker^  and  our  provoca* 
UHM»  Are  much  greater  no«'j  tuun  they 
rere  at  that  time.  Whet  insults,  what 
MulMrities,  what  breaches  of  faith  have  not 
be.  Spaniards  committed  of  late?  They 
lav^  piundered  our  merchants,  they  have 
Leatro^ed  our  ahips,  they  have  murdered 
Mir  flwlorv;  nay^,  what  is  more  insulferable, 
hey  h«ire  chained,  tb^  have  tortured  our 
rouDtryaaen:  a  method  of  punisluoent  this 
latkm  ^bas  ever  detested;  m  barbarity, 
viiich  even  our  worst  male&ctors  are  free 
TiHOf  by  uadergoiog  a  punishment  in  all 
^eejpeets  anoare  detir^le,  tliat  is,  death  it- 
lelA  My  Lords,  it  will  astonish  posterity, 
hmt  we  have  sufiered  all  these  indignities, 
pbile  veJiave  a  fleet  able  to  defy  not  only 
Spain  and  fcaoce,  as  I  said  before,  but  all 
lie  nations  ia  £urope. 

It  is  said,  my  i^aidit  that  we  may  vaat 
iHiier  fiwoes  to  carry  on  this  war  toadvao- 
0^*  k  .is  very  possible,  we  may ;  hot 
lae  the  pariiament  ever  yet  refused  to  com- 
ply with  any  deoEiand  of  that  kind,  when 
Emdlbfice^niy.Lords,  were  necessary?  I 
lave  aay,  the  parliament  would  allow 
OQ^OOQ  men,  if  there  was  occasion  for 
hem.  But  the  miefortune  is,  iny  Lords, 
bat  the  'nation,  1  am  afraid,  will  not  be 
prauttded^fivoi  thomgh  these  were  raised, 
nat  we  are  in  earnest :  people  will  think 
bat  our  land  acaiy  will  continue  as  unac- 
ave  as  our  fleets.have  hitherto  been :  and 
bat  our  naaaing  £»roes  before  we  shew  that 
fe  dB«e  to  do  ourselves  justice,  will  but 
appose  the  nation  to  greater  inconveni- 
snciea  and  enhance  its  expences. 

Xaat  year,  a  strong  squadron  was  sent  to 
he  Meoitertaaean, 'under  the  comiaaAd  of 
t  a^ntleman,  against  whom,  I  am  aure,  no* 
lody  ean  have  aiiy  exception.  I  know  him 
o  be  A  brv/e  emcer^  and  that  heiias  the 
atsMBl^biajttMBtgrviafibiilAeacU  £iit, 
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my  l^^^fif  wlm  ufte  ar<e^  these  w»« 
lifications  to  the  patiyon,  if  hi^  gups  ^^ 
aftM^^jsJ^^dr  if  his  h^i^  4£e  bpu«d  i^byhif 
iua49ructiai^  from  the  nunislrv?  wW«er« 
vice  h^ve  the  ships  under  his  jconim^o^ 
ner£»rmed  to  his  co^Atiy?  What  j^f^ 
have  the  vast  ai^ns  ^  ^Mff^y  we  h^ve  ex^ 
peudfidg  served,  if  not  to  weaken  m  w^ 
we  aise  jgoacuve ;  so  ijjat  we  c^iall  not  b^ 
able  to  furnisli  tlie  necessary  e^^nc^ 
when  we  shall  come  to  ;iction  ?  Wiiat  ple^ 
then,  my  honk,  can  there  be  for  not  de*- 
daring  war  ?  b  it  to  avoid  ^e  profintijoM 
of  money  ?  money,  my  Lords,  we  daily 
expend  to  extravagant  and  uaeleas  pvv- 
noses.  Is  it  to  avoid  the  pro£asion  /9f 
olood  ?  No :  yet  you  have  su^ed  yf»ur 
^wn  sailors  to  be  daily  insulteidl  fw^d  mur;- 
dei)Bd.  My  Lords,  it  is  tiuie  enough  (gif 
OS  to  sIkw  iour  tenderness  to  Spain,  wji^ 
«we  have  revenged  the  wounds  given  tp  ^ 
honour  al*Xkeat  Britain. 

My  Lords,  as  I  did  not  proposi^  and«^ 
I  find  myself  inc^iable,  ejy[»ecially  ou  tbi|^ 
occasion,  to  apeak  in  order  to  every  thiitf 
.tliat  has  been  suggested  in  this  debate,  f. 
shall  take  them  just  as  they  come  intcniy 
mind.  Thedi&rences  betwixt  £|»in  an4 
us  are  not  of  such  a  nature  as  to  affef^t 
only  one  set  of  men  amongst  us.  It  is  ^t 
our  West-India  merchants^  my  X<ords» 
alone,  that  must  suffer,  should  weiijiyproi^ 
of  this  Convention.  Give  me  leave  ^aajr, 
that  there  is  not  a  merchant  of  whati^vfr 
denomination  in  this  kingdom,  thene  i^,u9t 
a  shop-keeper,  there  is  not  .a  hQUsenbaqper, 
Uiere  is  not  a  ti^lesman,  nay,  tl^ere  isAot 
^  landed  gentleman  in  the  kingdofu,  wihoNn 
it  will  .not  4iffect.  Consider,  my  Li>rd#, 
that  the  balance  of  our  trade  to  aln^ost^l 
other  places  in  the  world,  except  our  own 
settlements,  is  against  us.  But  a.  nffbk?  jpiqd 
has,  I  think,  demonstrated,  that  if  wei^p- 
prove  of  this  Convention^  we  IfAve  <6#r 
trade  and  settlements  in  tlie  \9^'e«t"Ii^4i«l^i 
entirely  to  tlie  mercy  of  Spain.  What^-ij^- 
source  can  we  then  have  for  supplyii^  tba 
nation  with  those  necessaries  id  life,  which 
we  now  import  from  our  own  aettlemes^ 
and  whidi,  if  they  are  ndned,  w0  m\ifit 
have  from  other  nations,  in  what  maop^r, 
and  upon  what  terms  they  pleased  Thave- 
iore,  my  Lords,  it  is  no  wondar,  if  all 
ranks,  and  all  degrees  of  meci  tum  thair 
«yea  upon  your  Lordshiasat  thi#  m^pprtajit 
juncture.  If,  I  say,  taey  look  on  tb^ir 
all  as  being  at  atflSke,  if  they  have  as- 

Ked  some  bnpatieoce  >in(^  Ae^ippiie- 
ons  of  its  rbeii^  given  ^p,  I  do  xipt 
v^oadar  lat  it^   jba  <wr»By<  jy Ulf <iairty 
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that  the  advocates  for  the  opposition  had 
great  advantages  over  those  for  the  minis* 

Sr,  by  means  of  certain  sounds  and  words. 
y  Lords,  I  am  afraid  there  is  something, 
in  this  case,  more  than  bare  sounds  and 
words.    I  am  afraid  the  real  things  them- 
selves are  in  danger,  and  that  the  liberties 
and  interests  of  this  nation  must  suffer,  if 
jour  Lordships  should  approve  of  this 
measure.     My  Lords,  I  have  formerly 
known  the  people  spirited  up  by  artful,  or 
hot-headed  men  against  the  government, 
'  and  I  have  known  tliem  commit  very  great 
excesses;   but,  my  Lords,  I  always  ob- 
.  served,  that  these  excesses   were  com- 
mitted by  the  very  dregs  of  the  people, 
who  neither  knew  what  they  were  about, 
nor  what  they  wanted.    I  observe  a  quite 
different  spint  at  this  time.     The  spirit  of 
opposition  that  now  prevails,  my  Lords,  is 
among  your  cool-headed  men,  men   of 
weight  and  interest  in  their  several  sta- 
tions, who  pay  largely  towards  the  support 
of  the  ffovernment,  and  therefore  thmk  it 
a  hardship  to  suffer  by  any  public  mea- 
sure.   My  Lords,  though  I  had  no  man- 
ner of  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  this 
Convention,  though  I  were  quite  ignorant 
of  all  the  transactions  that  preceded  it,  yet 
this  very  circumstance  would  determine 
me  to  suspect  if  not  oppose  it.    When  I 
see  men  of  figure  in  their  way,  crying  out 
against  it,  when  I  see  the  greatest  city  in 
the   kingdom  petition    against    it,  what 
should  make  them  such*  zealous  opposers, 
but  their  being  persuaded  that  a  peace,  on 
the  foot  of  this  Convention,  must  be  more 
destructive  to  their  interests,  than  a  vi- 
gorous war  ?    Their  interests,  my  Lords, 
lead  them  to  desire  peace,  they  must  be 
considerable  sufferers  in  a  war,  by  their 
ships  being  taken,  the  increase  of  the 
taxes,  and  the  stagnation  of  their  trade : 
but  still,  my  Lords,  we  see,  that  they  look 
upon  all  these  evils  as  more  tolerable,  than 
such  a  peace  as  this  Convention  must  give 
them.  '^ 

It  is  certain,  my  Lords,  that  the  peace 
we  have  lately  enjoyed  is  not  very  de- 
sirable ;  we  have  paid  dearly  for  it ;  nay, 
.  I  believe  it  has  cost  the  nation  more  to 
.  make  peace,  tlian  it  would  have  done  to 
have  made  war.  But,  says  a  noble  lord, 
the  Spaniards  are  very  jdow;  give  me 
leave  to  add,  my  Lords,  they  are  very  ob- 
stinate too.  But  why  are  we  to  pay  for 
their  slowness  and  obstmacy  ?  Are  we  to 
fit  out  fleets,  at  a  vast  expence  to  the  na- 
tion, only  to  iquicken  them  to  do,  wliat 
equity,  what  the  law  of  nations,  and  what 
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poskivetreatiesreqiure  them  todo?  But, 
my  Lords,  the  worst  is,  that  we  hsre  not 
even  obtained  that :  we  have  only  broog^ 
them  to  negociate,  and  to  give  os  a  treaty 
where  not  one  of  these  consideraitioiis  hsa 
been  regarded.  This,  it  seems,  proceeds 
from  their  obstinacy;  why,  dien,  hare 
they  not  been  made  to  pay  for  their  eb^- 
nacy  ?  Why  should  we  pay  for  it  ?  If  they 
had  a  mind  to  be  obstinate  again,  and  ta 
refuse  to  fulfil  even  the  terms  of  this  poor 
treaty,  are  we  to  be  again  at  the  expeoct 
of  5  or  600,000^  only  to  bring  tfaem  into 
good  humour? 

My  Lords,  when  I  first  heard  this  Treaty 
read,  I  thought  it  set  out  with  a  very  bad 
air :  tlie  preamble  begins,  *  Wherem  dif- 
ferences nave  arisen' ;  it  does  not  say, 
justly  or  unjustly.  Bat  what  dilferencesy 
my  Lords  i  That  word  always  implies  a 
disagreement  of  opinion,  betwixt  two  par- 
ties, with  at  least  a  riiew  of  reason,  ana  sa 
appearance  of  equal  provocation  on  eack 
side.  But,  my  Lords,  is  that  the  case 
betwixt  us  and  Spain  ?  Has  she  been  abk 
to  justify  her  depredations,  either  by  th? 
law  of  nations,  or  tenor  of  treaties  ?  No; 
tlie  noble  lord,  and  the  reverend  prelatE 
who  spoke  so  fully  in  her  vindication,  bs 
not,  I  think,  given  us  an  instance  of  a  legal 
capture  of  one  ship,  amoDff  all  the  nu- 
merous instances  complained  of,  even  ad- 
mitting that  they  have  a  right  to  seardi  in 
the  manner  the  revereml  prelate  bss 
pleaded  for.  I  most  therdbre  ccmftas,  J 
was  very  much  surprized  to  hear  a  noble 
lord  explain  the  preamble  to  this  Treatr 
in  the  manner  he  did,  as  a  proof  of  the 
willingness  of  the  court  of  Spain  to  adjust 
all  differences  betwixt  us  and  them,  on  so 
equal  footing.  Had  we  taken  as  many 
ships  from  the  Spaniards,  as  they  have  doaie 
from  us,  I  should  have  had  no  objeetioD 
to  this  preamble;  but,  as  it  stands,  it 
puts  the  two  nations  upon  an  equality 
of  losses,  though  one  has  been  the  con- 
stant aggressor,  the  other  the  perpetual 
su&rer. 

The  other  particulars  of  this  Cooventkn 
have  been  already  so  fully  i^ken  to,  that 
I  think  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  add  aoj 
thingmore  on  those  heads;  bat,mylxmk, 
I  cannot  help  taking  notice  of  what  hap- 
pened jjist  before  the  ratification  of  this 
Convention,  when  we  find .  the  court  of 
Spmn  prescribing  to  us,  and  our  pleo^ 
tentiary  obeying  a  Spanish  minister  as  he 
would  have  done  a  British  one.  The 
Spaniards,  it  scans  could  not  bebrougfit 
to  any  terms  ti4  the  sittii^  of    -  *' ^ 
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pproached  so  near,  thtt  they  were  sure 
►lu"  ministry  would  give  up  every  point  of 
wnsequence,  rather  than  not  have  a  treaty 
»f  some  kind  or  other,  to  lay  before  par- 
iament,  when  it  met.    My  Lords,  delay 
n  Buch  an  ai&ir  as  this,  is  equal  to  a  point 
>lank  refusal.    Yet,  we  find,  by  tlie  letters 
low  upcHi  your  lordships'  table,  that,  after  a 
>1an  of  accommodation  was  drawn  up  by 
>ur  ministers,  and  every  thing  looked  upon 
fts  finished,  the  Spanish  minister  very  rights 
iy   apprehended,    that   they  who  would 
^rant  so  much,  wpuld  grant  more.    Upon 
ivhich,  a  new  claim  is  started,  and  they  re- 
fuse to  ratify  what  they  had  before  agreed 
to,  till  Mr.  Keene   had,  as  minister  of 
Great  Britain,  acknowledged  a  debt  to  be 
due,  which,  in  that  capacity,  he  had  no 
power  to  acknowledge ;  and,  in  the  capa- 
city of  agent  for  the  ^uth-Sea  Company, 
he  ought  absolutely  to  have  disclaimed. 
My  Lords,  this  way  of  proceeding  proves 
plainly,  that  he  has  scandalously  betrayed 
the  interest  of  that  company.    He  has  sa- 
crificed them  to  the  injustice  and  exorbi- 
tancy of  the  court  of  Spain ;  and  put  them 
upon  the  hard  dilemma,  either  of^  paying  a 
large  sum  on  no  pretence,  or  of  being  the 
•bope  of  contention  betwixt  the  two  nations. 
But,  my  Lords,  ^at  company  has  no 
greater  reason  to  complain  of  her  agent, 
Sinn  the  nation  has  of  her  ministers.  Com- 
pare the  dates  of  the  consul  of  Cadiz's 
fetters,  with  the  time  of  near  a  hundred 
Englidhmen  being  barbarously  imprisoned 
and  chained  in  that  city,  for  no  otner  rea- 
son but  because  they  were  Englishmen; 
and  you  will  find,  my  Lords,  Uiat  these 
dates  exactly  agree.    The  inhumanity  was 
taken  notice  of  by  all  the  world,  except 
by  that  consul  himself.    He  observes  a 
profound  silence  on  this  head,  though  his 
letters  wrote  at  that  time  are  very  full  and 
explicit  upon  other  points.    My  Lords, 
what  can  we  think  of  this  behaviour  ?  that 
«  British  consul  should,  with  the  greatest 
unconcern  imaginable,  see  his  countrymen 
daily  labouring  under  confinement,  chains, 
and  insults ;   Does  not  this  imply  that  the 
Spanish  ministers  and  ours  understood  one 
another  ?     Does  it  not  imply  some  under- 
hand dealing,  some  sec^ret  collusion,  in-or- 
der to  avoid  a  war  ? 

I  confess,  my  Lords,  had  I  been  a  mi- 
nister, I  would  not  have  siven  my  advice 
to  run  precipitately  intob&ody  measures; 
but!  wouldluive  endeavoured  to  have  taken 
more  prudent  steps,  than  what  I  am  afraid 
have  been  followed.  It  is  true,  my  Lords, 
thati  war^  if  k  can  be  avoided  with  honour. 
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especially  with  Spain,  is  not  for  the  inte* 
rest  of  tnis  nation ;  and  that  cautious  pro- 
ceedings are  thc^  best  means  of  estabn^* 
ing  his  Majesty,  and  his  royal  family,  on 
the  throne  of  this  k  ingdom :  but,  my  Lords, 
though  I  am  for  caution,  I  am  not  for  pu- 
sillanimity.   That  may  bring  the  nation 
into  contempt,  and  this  nation  never  can 
be  brought  into  contempt  without  weaken* 
ing  the  royal  authority.    I  know,  that  the 
fear  of  the  Pretender  has  a  mighty  influ- 
ence with  a  great  many,  who  talk  upon   ' 
this  subject.     But,  my  Lords,  I  am  of  opi- 
nion, that  our  going  on  in  the  same  tnea* 
sures  we  have  done  for  some  time  past, 
will  be  playing    the    Pretender's   game 
for  him.    I  am  sure  his  Majesty  has  the 
hearts  of  the  people,  and  can  command 
their  hands  too :  but  apcrscverancein  these 
measures  will  divide  us  among  ourselves; 
and,  my  Lords,  if  we  are  divided,  we  must 
be  weaker,  and  give  the  enemies  of  the 
present    happy   establishment    a    better 
chance  of  succeeding.    For  my  own  part, 
my  Lords,  I  believe  nobody  doubts  ot  my 
zeal  for  the  continuance  of  the  crown 
upon  his  Majesty's  head,  and  his  family ;  I 
have   formerly  strenuously  asserted  the 
rights  of  this  family,  and  as  I  have  done  it 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  it  is  the  more 
unquestionable.    But,  my  Lords,  it  is  not 
my  duty  alone  that  begets  this  attach- 
ment; my  inclination  is  as 'strong  as  my 
duty.    The  knowledge  I  have  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's personal  virtues,  makes  it  the  hap- 
piness and  glory  of  every  subject  to  serve 
nim.    I  know,  that  he  is  as  strongly  at- 
tached to  the  interests  of  his  subjects,  as 
any  prince  who  ever  sat  upon  the  throne. 
But,  my  Lords,  the  best,  the  wisest,  and 
most  discerning  princes,  must  see  many  of 
their  most  important  atibirs  in  the  light 
their  ministers  represent  them  :  if  the  mi- 
nisters misrepresent  them,  they,  my  Lords, 
and  not  the  prince,  are  to  blame. .  Had 
not  his  present  Majesty  been  misled  in  this 
particular,  sure  I  am,  that  he  would  have 
vigorously  asserted  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  his  people,  as  the  greatest  of  his 
predecessors  ever  did.    He,'  my  Lords, 
would. have  imitated  the  example  of  that 
great  prince,  kins;  Edward  S,  to  whom  he 
may,  in  many  other  respects,  be  so  jusdy 
compared.    And  now  I  have  mentioned 
that  great  prince,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest 
to  your  loraships,.in  what  mannerhe  would 
have  behaved.    The  difficulties  he  had  to 
stru^le  with,  from  a  weak  administration 
in  his  minority,  were  very  great .  The 
kingdom,  my  Lords,  was  then  governed 
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bf  a  fiMitiMi  composed  q£  a  few  hfrawnte* 
dbout  the  pcEMQ  of  the  queen*inother ; 
who  cho«e  to  buy  a  scandalous  peace  of  tke 
tioTih.  Britons,  a  people,  my  Lords,  tJiat 
never. abounded  over-much  m  riches,  and 
Sfho  were  rery  glad  to  linger  a  little  of  the 
.peady  money  w  this  nation.  Wltat  did 
die  king  do,  toy  Lords  ?  Young  as  be  was, 
he  bad  the  minion^  the  minister  who  ad- 
vmed  that  scandalous  peace,  seized;  he 
had  him  tried,  and  hanged.  Let  us  con- 
gdk  history  further,  my  Lords;  let  as 
consider  the  behaviour  of  king  Edward 
.4f,  in  an  instance  of  a  similar  nature. 
XKd  he  bear  with  the  injuries  France 
cftved  to  the  nation?  No;  he  had  re- 
courae  to  arms;  and  as  his  cause  was 
just,  his  soldiers  were  victorious.  The 
feicnof  tjueen  Elizabeth,  the  roost  gloriouB 
peraaps  in  aH  the  British  annals,  was  dr 
mays  succemful,  because  it  was  conducted 
hf  a  wise  and  prudent  administration. 
She  neither  governed  by  aiection,  ikm* 
hy  a  minister ;  for  though  Burleigh  was 
aaled  prime  miniater,  yet  he  was  only 
ao  in  name.  He  had,  indeed,  a  greater 
ahare  of  business,  and  greater  (ktigue  thoui 
any  of  the  rest ;  but  the  affiurs  of  the 
gorernment  were  never  left  to  him 
alone.  Commissaries  were  idways  ap- 
pointed, upon  every  urgent  crisis  of  affiiiis ; 
and  the  administration  was  oompoaed  of 
many,  who,  though  they  bone  the  uteMst 
animosity  asainst  him  in  their  private  ca- 
pacity, yet  lul  united  in  the  common  canae ; 
ihey  laid  aside  all  other  considerations, 
when  the  interests  of  their  mistress  .were 
concerned;  when  the  honour  of  thenaticn 
was  at  stake.  They  atrennonalv  entered 
snto  warlike  measures,  rather  than  suffisr 
anyinsults;  and  as  their  cause  was  founded 
«tt  equity,  success  attended  dieir  arms. 

To  conclude,  I  en^elv  oonour  with  the 
noble  lord,  who  first  spoke  i^gainst  the  ad- 
dress. If  it  be  psesented,  the  event  will 
Jbe  danjgerous,the  consequence  fatal.  Many 
other  instances  I  might  produce  firom  hk- 
iory  to  justify  my  assertions ;  but  as  I  have 
aheady  taken  up  too  much  of  your  time, 
I  will  only  say — ^these  sentiments  proceed 
£rom  an  honest  and  impartial  heart.        ^ 

Hie  Lord  ChancisUor  :* 

My  Lords  ;  die  address  now  proposed 
^  you,  is  so  agreeable  to  tlie  resolutions 
you  caiae  to  last  session  of  parliament, 
iipon  the  depredations  that  had  been  com- 
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mitted  by  Spain ;  and  it  is  so  atali 
conseqaence  oi  the  address  you  pma^ 
to  hia.Maj<a«ty  lipon  that  oecasioa,  «4^ 
the  maaaureshis  INIajesty has sinoe idi 
in  pursuance  of  that  address,  that  vW 
first  heaidit  propcwedv  i  dki noteiy^ 
would  have  met  with  the  least  Mpriii| 
By  the  resolutions  yoii  came  to  hi  4| 
sion  of  pariiament,  you  aaseitedlhsiy 
whicb  the  people  of  this  aatioa  ksaiS 
free  nawigatioa  io4beopeo  seasof  !■«■ 
«nd  you  declared,  that  many  ^ 
seiaures  bad  been  madc^  ami  gmtdfi 
dations  comoaitted,  by  the  Spaaasi^j 
the  greatloss  and  damage  of  thesaljHf 
of  &eat  Britain  trading  to  Anenc^ii 
in  direct  violation  of  the  tveatiassdbmiii 
between  the  two  crowns.  This  vb  | 
sum  of  your  resolutions,  and  ia  tmi 
quence  oif  tliese  pesidwtians»yQii  fihrnj 
bis  Majesty  to  oseiiis  endoNrouis  villi |j 
Catholic  oM^esty,  to  obtain  effectoninil 
for  his  injopd  aulHects,  and  sacu%i 
our  navigation  aoaoommence  intJBM 
come  I  aiad  at  the  aame  time  you  aaa 
his  Mi^esty^  that  in  case  his  rofsl  ij 
inendiy  iiwtannfls  should  notpievd,  pi 
would  flffeotually  support  bis  Mspo^ 
takine  such  measures  aa  honour  wukj^ 
tice^oukl  render  necessary.  i 

From  JheBoe,  my  Lords,  it  sppsasl 
have  been  the  opinion  of  this  Howe  J 
eeaaion  of  parliament,  tfaatwehadi 
oeoBsion  io  come  to  an  imme^' 
wilb  fipam  ;  but  liiat  his  M^jesfefl 
first  try  wWt  he  could  do  l^  [ 
means  for  ohlainiz]^  reparation  fm  fi^ 
injuries,  andaecurity  against  any  sachlj 
the  ii^tisre.  Accordin^y  his  Mmcs^  ^ 
inpmrsManoe  of  this  advice  frombif  sail 
ment,  renew  his  negodations  «n  it 
oourt  of  ^Ipain ;  and  to  give  his  aqfH^ 
lions  their  psoper  wei^it,  he  fitte^ii 
such  squadrons  as  wei?e  oufficieatfsrH 
tecting  the  trade,  and  vindicating  die  ll| 
nour  of  this  nation  by  force  of  an^k 
case  that  court  had  refiised,  orunicM} 
bly  delayed  faearicening  to  thtie  fiidH 
instances  that  were  miue  to  them  bf  ll 
Majesty*  ^ 

This,  my  Loids,  we  now  findlmlq 
the  desired  efiect*  From  the  pR|Mnliri| 
tliat  were  made  here  at  home,  asilK 
squadrons  that  were  fitted  out,  Spsiiaill 
that  we  were  in  earnest,  that  im  3M| 
was  resolved  net  to  be  any  longer  mI 
with,  and  therefore  they  began 
to  consider  the  oonsequences  ofsa< 
rupture.  Tiiefie  oonsequenoes  llsf 
to  .ba  aSmi  of,  ihcfr  we 
a 
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them, '  and  bj  thesr  fetn  tiiey 
ie  imiticed,    I  may    aay    conpelleay 

gife  ear  to  the' friendly  uulaDcea 
It  were  made  to  them,  and  lo  acknow- 
)fe  the  injuries  they  had  done,  by  pro- 
ng to  make  as  ample  a  satisfaction  as 

cenld  reasonably  insist  on.  I  say,  my 
rds,  as  ample  a  satisftction  as  we  could 
NODsbly  insist  on  ;  for  surely,  if  we  ex- 
Dled  satisfitction  from  them,  it  wa?  but 
ionable  that  we  should  allow  them  sa- 
kction  for  all  the  just  claims  they  had 
on  us.  According  to  this,  which  is  car* 
^y  the  just,  and  the  only  reasonable  way 
veckoning,  in  every  case  where  there  are 
Itoal  demands,  the  stipulated  parent) 
Mil  they  have  agreed  to  make  m  four 
Mths  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty, 
I  fall  reparation  for  all  the  demands  we 
d  to  make  upon  them,  allowing  a  rea- 
Mible  discount  for  promptpayment.  For, 
la  according  to  tne  account  stated  by 
w  own  commissaries,  the  claim  of  our 
Bidiants  did  not,  at  a  moderate  compu* 
don,  amount  to  above  S00>0002.  and  the 
tims  they  had  upon  us,  were  allowed  to 
IsuAt  to  at  least  60,000^.  which  reduced 
t  sum  dtte  by  them  to  us  to  140,000^  for 
e  prompt  payment  of  which,  we  have 
oted  them  ^SfiOOi.  which  is  but  a  rea- 
Bsbie  allowance,  considering  the  delays 
I  might  have  met  with,  if  we  had  ae- 
ited  of  assignments  upon  his  Catholic 
qcsty's  revenues  in  New  Spain :  AUow- 
k  therefore  of  this  discount,  it  reduces 
1 140,000^  which  is  all  we  could  pretend 
'be  due,  to  the  sum  of  95,000fl  which 
m  they  have,  by  this  Convention,  ex«^ 
My  promised  to  pay  here  at  London,' 
ion  four  months  after  the  ratification : 
d  that,  without  delaying  the  payment  of 
BBsidsum,  on  account  of  any  restitution 
tthas  been  made,  in  consequenoe  of  his 
Ittiolic  majesty's  orders,  of  the  wfa^e, 

aay  part  of  the  value  of  the  ships  men« 
taed  in  the  fourth  article. 
Hus,  ny  Lords,  wc  may  see,  that  by 
ii  Convention  his  Majesty  has  obtained 
IS  of  the  chief  things  recommended  to 
n  by  his  parliament  last  session :  and 
this  has  been  obtained  without  involving 
a  nation  in  a  war,  we  have  the  more  rea- 
i  to  thank  his  Majesty  for  the  tender  re» 
fed  he  has  had,  not  only  for  those  oF  his 
kjects  that  have  already  suffered  by  the 
pKMrf)  depredations,  but  for  all  his  sub- 
^  \  because  it  is  certain  they  would  all 
Ive  ^greatly  suifered,  if  he  had  rashly  and 
Mvisedhr  involved  the  nation  in  a  dan* 
Mreus  aw  cRpeMive  war.    But  with  ve- 


apect  to  our  future  iecufity»  aa  it  depends 
upon  di^mtes,  wUdi  it  was  imposaiote  t# 
enquire  mto  fiilly»  and  determine  absolute*' 
Iv,  without  a  very  mature  deliberation, 
therefore,  from  the  very  nature  of  the 
thing,  we  cocdd  not  expect,  nor  could  hit 
Majesty  with  any  show  of  reasoa  inaist 
upon  iti  being  explicitly  provided  for  by  a 
ordiminary  Convention ;  however,  hb* ' 
Majesty  has  taken  so  great  care  of  the 
future  security  of  bur  navigation  and  oom» 
merce,  that  he  has  got  the  Spanish  couH 
to  agree,  by  this  Convention,  to  submit  i^ 
the  disputes  that  now  subsist  between  the 
two  nations,  to  the  discussion  of  plenipo^ 
tentiaries,  to  be  named  respectively  by  the 
two  crowns ;  and,  that  no  oiicaning  dela^ 
may  be  made  use  of  on  the  part  of  Sp«ui» 
it  is  expressly  provided,  that  the  plenipo* 
tentiaries  so  named  shall  begin  tli^  coih> 
ferences  six  weeks  after  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications,  and  shall  finish  them  with* 
in  the  space  of  eight  months. 

This  was,  in  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  all 
that  it  was  possible  to  do  by  a  preliminary 
Convention,  with  regard  to  the  other  dia* 
putes  that  now  subsist  between  us  and 
Sfoain ;  but  though  the  final  determinatioB 
01  those  disputes  be  deferred  for  a  short 
time ;  though  we  have  submitted  them  ta 
the  discussion  of  plenipotentiaries,  yet  by 
such  deky  and  submission,  we  are  so  fitt 
from  having  acknowledged  any  of  our  un* 
doubted  riffhts  to  be  disputable,  as  baa 
been  groundlessly  insinuated,  that  the  Spa- 
niards have,  in  some  measure,  given  up  thai 
r^ht,  whidi  is  the  principal  one  in  dispute 
b^een  the  two  nations.  They  pretended 
to  a  light  to  search  our  ships  in  uie  seas  of 
America,  in  order  to  see  whether  they 
had  been  concerned  in  an  illicit  trade,  and 
to  seize  and  ccmfiscate  ship  and  cargo,  hi 
case  it  appeared  that  thev  had  been  oosi* 
cemed  in  such  a  trade,  by  their  haviiw 
what  they  call  contraband  goods  on  boarcL 
They  have  by  this  Convention  agreed  to 
make  good  to  us  the  damages  we  have  sos^ 
tained  by  their  exerciae  -of  such  a  ps^ 
tended  right  They  have  agreed  to  pay 
us  coats ;  and  is  not  this  a  direct  acknow- 
ledgment that,  they  have  been  in  the 
wrong  ?  This  is  at  least  a  tacit  acknow- 
ledgraent,  that  they  now  think  they  had 
no  ju9t  clahn  to  the  right  they  have  so  long 
pretended  to;  and  this,  I  thiwc,  is  a  certain 
sign,  fiiat  by  the  definitive  treaty,  which  ia 
to  be  concluded  in  parsiiance  of  this  pire- 
timinary  conventioB,  they  will  make  ne 
scruple  to  give  it  up  in  the  most  exprea 
terms  we  can  desire. 
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Boty  my  Lordiy  with  regard  to  the  pre- 
tent  disputes  between  the  Spaniards  and 
as,  I  find  people  have  generally  faUen  into 
a  very  great  mistake,  by  not  distinguishing 
properly  between  a  right,  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  that  right.  We  have  a  right  to  a 
free  navigation  in  the  American  seas,  and 
to  carry  on  what  commerce  we  think  fit 
between  our  own  colonies  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, or  between  any  one  of  our  own  colo- 
nies and  another :  This  is  a  right  which 
the  Spaniards  never  pretended  to  dispute 
with  us.  On  the  other  hand,  they  have  a 
right  to  prevent  the  carrying  on  of  any 
contraband  trade  with  their  settlements  in 
America;  which  is  a  right  we  never  pre- 
-tended  to  dispute  with  them.  The  cnief 
dispute  betweeh  us,  is  about  the  enjoy- 
ment of  our  respective  rights,  lliey  do 
not  dispute  our  right  to  a  free  navigation 
HI  the  American  seas;  but  the  question 
between  us  is,  how  we  shall  enjoy  that 
right,  so  as  not  to  prejudice  their  right  to 
prevent  a  contraband  trade's  being  carried 
on  with  their  settlements  in  that  part  of 
the  world :  nor  do  we  dispute  their  right 
to  prevent  such  a  contraband  trade ;  but 
the  question  is,  how  they  shall  enjoy  that 
right,  so  as  not  to  prejudice  our  right  to  a 
free  navigation.  'Ihis  is  the  chietdispute 
now  subsisting  between  the  two  nations; 
this  must  be  regulated  before  peace  and 
friendship  can  be  fully  restored ;  and  this 
could  not  be  done  in  a  short  time,  or  by  a 
preliminary  Convention.  The  affair  must 
De  fully  examined,  and  maturely  con- 
sidered, in  order  to  contrive,  and  mutually 
settle  such  regulations  as  may  not  be  pre- 
judicial to  either.  For  this  reason  it  was 
referred  by  both  to  be  enquired  into,  and 
regulated  by  plenipotentiaries:  but  what 
are  these  plenipotentiaries  to  regulate? 
Not  tlie  rignts  of  either  nation;  but  only 
the  methods  by  which  each  nation  is  to  en- 
joy its  respective  right  for  the  future. 

My  Lords,' if  we  would  but  consider  our 
own  case,  1  am  persuaded  we  should  look 
upon  this  as  an  afiair  not  quite  so  easy  to 
be  settled  as  some  people  imagine.  We 
pretend  to  a  right,  and  we  certainly  have  a 
right,  to  prevent  any  goods  from  being 
clandestinely  run  into  this  island,  or  into 
any  of  our  dominions.  We  pretend  to  a 
right,  and  we  certainly  have  a  right,  to 
prevent  the  exportation  of  our  wo<m.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Dutch  and  .French, 
and  aU  other  nations,  have  a  right  to  sail 
with  their  ships  along  our  coasts,  and  even 
through  the  British  channel  As  long  as 
'hey  give  us  the  honour  of  the  flag,  and 
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j  abstain  from  aH  c^ndestme  asd  probifaitid 
trade,  we  have  no  right  to  interrupt  them; 
j  yet  every  one  knowsi  diat  our  g«anl  shi^ 
]  and  custom-house  sloops  often  stop  thcs 
:  in  their  voyage,  in  order  to  examine,  trb& 
ther  they  have  been  conomied  in  sdt 
clandestine  trade,  such  as  the  exporting  of 
wool,  or  running  any  prohibited  un- 
customed goods*  Nay,  we  have  gone  so 
far  as  to  make  laws  against  ships  tint  sbfl 
be  found  hovering  within  two  leagues  of 
our  coast;  and  particularly,  by  s  kr 
passed  but  very  lately,  it  is  enacted,  That, 
where  any  vessel  coming  from  foreigB 
parts,  and  having  on  board  six  pound  of 
tea,  or  any  foreign  brandy,  or  od» 
spirits,  in  casks  un&r  sixty  galkins,excepi 
two  gallons  for  each  seaman,  shsll  be 
found  at  anchor,  or  hovering  within  ds 
limits  of  any  ports  of  this  nngdoin,  or 
within  two  leagues  of  the  shore,  and  not 
proceeding  on  her  voyage  with  the  ^ 
opportunity,  all  such  tea,  foreign  brauidr, 
and  spirits,  together  with  the  pacbige,  cr 
the  value  thereof,  shall  be  fbrfl»ted,  ti^ 
the  same  may  be  seized. 

This,  my  Lords,  I  do  not  mention  vitk 
a  design  to  draw  any  parallel  between  our 
behaviour,  and  the  b^aviour  of  the  Spa- 
niards: we  have  exercised  our  ri^  b 
such  a  manner,  that  no  foreign  nation  has 
the  least  reason  to  say  we  have  done  then 
an  injury,  or  to  complain  of  the  regula- 
tions we  have  made  for  the  presemtioa 
and  exercise  of  our  right.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  Spaniards  have  exercised  the 
right  they  have  to  prevent  a  contralaoi 
trade  with  their  settlements  in  America, 
in  such  a  manner,  that  not  only  we,  but 
every  nation  in  Europe  Hiat  has  any  tnik 
in  that  part  of  the  world,  have  iost  reasca 
to  complain  of  them,  aiid  to  insist  upon 
their  altering  the  regulations  they  hm 
made  for  the  preservation  of  thdr  tight. 
Therefore,  I  say,  I  do  not  mention  this  s 
order  to  make  a  comparison  between  their 
conduct  and  ours;  but  I  mention  it  t«) 
shew,  that  where  a  nation  has  a  right  ^ 
any  kind,  they  have  a  power  to  make  siidi 
r^ulations,  even  with  regard  to  foreigners 
as  they  think  necessary  for  the  present 
tion  and  exercise  of  that  right,  pronded 
those  regulations  be  not  inconsistent  vith 
the  law  of  nations,  nor  prejudicial  to  the 
rights  or  privil^es  of  their  neighboun. 
Tnis  is  the  principal  diaHite  at  present  be- 
tween Spain  and  us.  We  ou^t  injustice 
to  allow  them  to  make  such  regulatioDS, » 
may  be  necessary  for  preventing  the  car- 
rying on  of  any  coutrdiand  trade  with 
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ir  settlemeDtfe  in  America ;  and  on  the 
ftr  handy  they  oughjt  in  justice  to  ^ve 
and  depart  from  any  regidations  uiey 
e  made,  if  upon  examination  they  be 
ad  contrary  to  the  law  of  nationg)  or  if 
Bxperieoce  they  have  been  found  pre* 
ieial  to  the  undoubted  rights  and  pri- 
get  of  this  nation.  Wehave  a  right  to  a 
\  navigation  in  the  Americanseas ;  but  we 
jbt  not  to  insist  upon  that  navigation's 
ig  so  very  free  and  unconfined,  as  to 
der  it  impossible  for  the  Spaniards  to 
tent  an  liHcit  trade  with  their  settle- 
bCb  in  that  part  of  the  world.  We 
old  look  upon  it  as  the  heiffht  of  injus- 
1^  if  the  French  or  Dutch  should  insist 
n  such  an  unlimited  navigation  along 
'  coasts,  and  thn>ugh  the  British  chan- 
^  as  would  render  it  impossible  for  us  to 
vent  the  exportation  of  our  wool,  or  the 
oing  of  prohibited  and  uncustomed 
feds  m  upon  us.  If  your  lordships  con- 
ar  the  a^r  in  this  light,  I  am  con« 
0ed  vou  will  be  all  of  my  opinion :  you 
\  look  upon  it  as  an  afiair  that  could  not  - 
easily  settled ;  apd  will  therefore  think, 
$  the  most  his  Majesty  could  do,  vwas  to 
re  it  referred  to  the  plenipotentiaries,  in 
|er  that  they  miffht  settle  such  regula- 
}m  between  Spam  and  us,  as  might  be 
^ual  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  right  of 
^1  nation  respectively,  without  hurting 
bright  of  the  other ;  and  at  the  same  time 
S  will  see,  that  the  word  regulate  was 
If  oaly  proper  term  upon  this  occasion, 
1  that  It  does  not  mean  an  acknowledg- 
Bt  of  any  unjust  right  pretended  to  by 
■n,  nor  a  giving  up  of  any  of  the  un- 
Mbted  righto  of  this  nation,  as  some  peo- 
^  have  endeavoured  to  represent. 
It  has  been  proved  at  your  bar,  my 
Nrds,  and  every  man  who  considers  the 
nation  of  our  islands,  and  the  Spanish 
inds  in  the  West  Indies,  and  the  nature 
the  winds  and  tides  in  the  American 
IS,  must  see,  that  the  ships  of  both  na- 
Nismust  often  and  necessarily  sail  within 
i6  leagues  of  the  coasts  of  one  another: 
ir  ships  may  even  sometimes  be  obliged 
hover  upon  their  coasts ;  and  it  may, 
r  what  I  know,  be  found  absolutely  ne- 
ftary  to'  allow  the  Spaniards  a  liberty, 
ider  proper  regulations,  to  examine  such 
'Our  merchant-ships,  as  they  find  hover- 
%  within  a  certain  distance  of  any  of  their 
ittsts  in  that  part  of  the  world.  This  li- 
My,  I  say,  may,  for  what  I  know,  be 
Kessary,  for  enabling  them  to  prevent 
i  illicit  trade's  being  carried  on  between 
IT  subjects,  and  their  settlements  in  the 
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West  Indies.  It  is  a  liberty  we  ourselves 
take  with  the  ships  of  all  nations,  that  are 
found  hovering  within  two  leagues  of  our 
coasts.  Nay,  it  is  a  liber^  which  seems  to 
be  granted  to  them,  and  estabCshed  by  the 
treaties  subsisting  between  the  two  crowds ; 
for  by  the  4th  article  of  tlie  treaty  between 
Spain  and  us,  in  the  year  1667,  it  is  ex- 
pressly stipulated.  That  if  any  ship  belong- 
ing to  the  subjects  and  merchants  of  the 
one  or  other  nation,  entering  into  bays,  or 
in  the  open  sea,  shall  be  encountered  by 
the  ^ips  of  war  belonging  to  the  other 
nation ;  such  ship  of  war  may  examine 
such  merchant-ship,  and  if  any  prohibited 
goods  be  found  on  board  such  ship,  tlie 
same  may  be  taken  out  and  confiscated. 
From  whence  it  appears,  that  the  Spanish 
s))ips  of  war  have  already  a  power  to  exa- 
mine such  of  our  merchant-ships  as  they 
encounter  in  the  open  seas,  whether  in 
America  or  Europe;  for  the  article  is 
without  limitation ;  and  if  they  have  of  late 
made  an  unjust  or  wrong  use  of  that 
power,  we  ou&ht  to  insist  upon  its  being 
put  under  such  regulations,  as  may  pre- 
vent such  a  bad  use  being  made  of  it  in 
time  to  come ;  but  as  the  contriving  and 
settling  such  regulations,  must  require  a 
consultation  with  those  who  are  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  trade  and  navigation  ii^ 
^America,  we  cannot  suppose  they  could 
be  settled  by  a  preliminary  treaty;  and 
therefore,  the  only  measure  that  could  be 
taken,  was,  to  refer  them  to  be  settldd  by 
plenipotentiaries,  so  as  that  they  might 
afterwards  be  made  part  of  a  cfefinitive 
treaty  between  the  two  nations. 

I  must  now,  my  Lords,  beg  leave  to 
consider  a  little  the  dispute  between  Spain 
and  us  relating  to  Carolina  and  .Georgia* 
This,  likewise,  my  Lords,  cannot  properly 
be  called  a  dispute  about  any  of  the  un- 
doubted riffhts,  either  of  this  nation,  or  of 
Spain.  Tnev  do  not  dispute,  at  least  they 
have  not  lately  disputed,  our  rights  to  what 
was  formerly  called  Carolina,  of  which 
Georgia  is  a  part ;  nor  do  we  dispute  their 
right  to  the  southern  parts  of  Florida:  the 
only  dispute  between  us,  is  about  the  limits 
between  our  respective  possessions  in  that 
part  of  the  world ;  and  thisdispute  it  was  ira« 
possible  to  settle  by  a  preliminary  conven- 
tion. Such  disputes,  we  know,  are  seldom 
adjusted,  even  by  a  definitive  treaty ;  for 
when  any  such  dispute  subsists  between  two 
nations,  they  often,  I  may  say  generally,  con* 
elude  even  a  solemn  and  definitive  tnsatj, 
and  by  that  treaty  they  agree,  that  the  limits 
between  their  respective  territories  ahall 
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Qiissan^  pr  pWppteRt^y: w>  tp  l^  W^ 
apa  appomted  by  t^^  two  contraclLipg  ^^, 
ti^  respecUv^y ;  ^nd  tbore&re,  my  Cwl9» 
I  n^ust  say,  I  am  sjoj^xh^  to  1^  ii^ 
least  bbjectioixopade  against  tbip  p^  pf  tb^ 
Copye^tion  now  i^nc^er  qur  CQ^8idenuJcH>« 
'  ]|t  is  true,  my  horda,  we  luavfi  agre^ 
tha^.  during  the  tim^  that  the  di^pus^iosp  of 
^  a^r,  r^t^ig  to.  t&e  limiyts  ^Mr^a 
Caroihna  ^pfi  ^loridat  i^M)^  k^  things 
^aU  remm  id  th^  ^fooesaid  tf^tpn^  qC 
IIorAda  apd  CaroliQa,  i^  the  8ituaitiQ9  ib^jf 
ace  m  at  pr^nt,  without  ii^qi^tsasi^g  Aa 
fQit^itiQatipnf  thei)?,  or  tal^iiig  ajcijr  HOT 
ppfts.     Tbi^  is  ^  aprt  pf  ^iw>QQ$ipo  Af 
^  15r)g$,  .^jo^ent  of  Qvif  ijght,  hiut  t^i^ 
i|  1^  Q^;]p^atijp|i  of  th^  r^bt  itsejyr;  b<er 
CBu^  It  '^ms  aq  w^poyrjis^^&ife^  %«i 
^y^f^  tl^  ^q  hf^e,  a  ng)><i  <y^8pni«^m- 
tor^^  ifk  Porid#  pj.  C^oUiv^     And  ft* 
ipia  veify  i^ea%PD»  if  ^ould  bi^ve  l^eou  wropg 
ijfi  ua  if^  have  fdfi^tij^d  QJf;  «py  Vtide  AT 
gri^  in  tfeii  ^i§^y,  foj  <*)igi9g  tfce  Spa- 
m^^  to  MifpeD4  sparpMJM  pujr  ihjpa.  oo 
^  opqi9  a^  qg  Aa^mf^A^^mng  i^  ^ 
i;ii^6j^  of  th^t  a/bjr ;  l^efii^usQ  QOr  haying 
tty^uW^  apy  $pc^  smppf ofupn,  wQm 
U^¥/WP^  *>  adk;iw.wleftoep   that  Qmf 
^^Qiefqrtqtrv^tolilp^p;   io  which 
f^s^.  some  \<ff^  wp^l4  hay^  ba4  mw?}> 
^qriSf.  HJ^n  t^  they  )m^  9t  pc^»»t«  to 
ipf^uaxe,  t^a(  Inr  d)j|  trpa^y  we  had  i^ven 
W»  9);  r^49C^  4l#pu|iaUe,  qornQ  of  the 
o^pst  i|p4pid^f^  ijghls  of  thi$  nation. 

I^vinff  th)^  my  tfVdjs,  shpwn,  that  np 
^^9^<^Nwe  plgpc^pq  c^q  he  ipad^  to  the 
treaty  now  h$^rp  ps,  X  ipiist  bi^  ywr 
IgrddHRS  tp  C9ii^4si'  tb$  pr^P^nt  circqm- 
-""[ipe?  of  E^rqjp,  th$  arcwRistances  pf 
f  ^^^f  ^lii  tbt  ir^latipn  wfa  stand  in  tp 
D  all  pajtiooa  it  mu^t  be  sraiited, 
IS  a  qesicahle  tiling.  It  must 
,^  ,  Jpwpiiiy  that  np  natioi)  ouj^t  tp  ^tii^t 
Tiiii4  war  againftt  bx^j  p^ighbo^ring  nation 
w))^Y^ii,  Sf  they,  can  o^n  ef  ^  thing 
thf^  qan  jpstly  d^man4  by  peaceable 
in^fi^  But  i^ith  r^P^d  to  this  nation, 
Jffi  png)?t  to  h^  mpre  cautious  of  entering 
ipfp  a  w^H*  thfMi  most  otb^r^.  Wq  a^^  a 
ffpping  nation :  a  great  p^  of  our  pe<mle 
aubsuit  by  tradf^;  and  evea  our  tanml 
fpntleipei),  who  have  no  cpncem  m  trade, 
<)we  a  great  part  of  their  yf»rly  revanu^ 
to  the-  copimerce  and  niaQufactureB  we 
carry  pn ;  for  if  it  w^re  not  for.  our  trade 
and  manufactures,  our  farms  cpvdd  not.let 
at  so  high  a  rant  as^y  dd,  nor  could  we 
ave  near  so  many  houses  in  our  towns  and 
IhgftB.    Therefpr^  af  war  awst  ^imgf* 


'V9»im9f^  em?  is9i^  ▼♦ 
l^^^ly  witipua  of  eng 
]^$¥tP  49  with  E^gi^d.  ^ 
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l^BY^  it  wiUhealtorecT,  that  PMT tnideviib 
Spfin,  ^  if^ofe  jyrqSXfjbi^  t4>  th«  a|4oB  a 
g^T9ii  Ift^puc  tn4e^  with  any  others 
tipn  in  $iW9^  except  Pprtp^  slooe. 
9ut  8np|kQ9ia  m  wefewid«ra«i0ofBfi- 
cGBfriH^  <0'  <9iiig»  itt  ^mr*  y«t  uoiiesB  tba 
Bfpsssity  .waOB  .eg(treme)y  Qig«94  as  veil  k 
u9«roidahie>  w#  ovght  to  ntt  off  es^tm 
m  w^  for  aoiQi^  time,  hotn  w  afccomt  of 
our  0W9  cjggiuffllainpei,  and  on  accoyst  ot 
thje  pre^a^  .cirff^>ni>tancfis  of  affiuis  in  £&- 
ro^.    With  regard  to  our  a^m  circmp* 
ifm^B^  il  must  be  confes^^  th^t,  cosai- 
Glfiiripg  ,thie  pveiant  heavy  loaA  of  debt  n 
b^h«uiru]yj^9i^tivejnMy  ta»etw««t 
pbliged.  u^  mm  for  tha  payment  id  Kiai 
debt*  weane  at*  present  m  no  .voy got' 
condiiiipn  for  ei^iging  in  a  dmmui  ad 
esi^nsiire  wan;  and  witbLregM^tPl2)^<^' 
faiK8  of  ^lliopp^  tfanr  inw^  n«»<r  19  »i^ 
unliipl^  9l|uattOAfor  up,  thf»tbey  are  a 
thi»  tM9a«    If  we  should  ininedistel/eB- 
gage  in  ||^  war  wdth  %ain,it.is.po8s3)k,i 
mu  aay,  it^  h  Mob44e»  t)M  Ih^  Spaniardi 
wju  hpt  aimlecl^  Fsanoh  and  p^nuDcb? 
soma  Qihor  powan  ot  Burqpe  «e  ubk 
dfeai^o^alprosent*    On  liw  other  M 
as  the  emparm:  is  engaged  in  a  wsr  w 
the  TcvxhtWi  bm  been  moiAaurpnM^ 
unluc^r  in  the  proaecuiinaof  thstmr,v< 
can  expact  np  aMi^tanfie  from  that  quarts. 
aodthi«  wiUof  Qoume-pceiiraatmaftlii 
oilier  po«eia  upoa  the  opntiaentfioDi  giv- 
ing us  any  atfiataiu:e,  becepia  it  wiil  ^ 
impossible  to.  form  an  army  uppa  the  cttr 
tinent,9ufficient&r  protfif  tmg  thwy^ 
the  unil^  force  of  France  and  Sesa^tf- 
sistedi  pecbaps,  by  aevcnral  of  we  ui^f 
prices  and  states  jn  Eunope.  1 

I  kpQw,  my  Lards,  it  may  be  ka,d*  | 
aaw^  have  the  good  luck  ta  be  eniirm 
bythesea^andAaveafleetsapenortottJ , 
that  France  and  Spain,  joined  u^gfitlifft  I 
can  bcinff  ageipst  us,  we  may  pro^  ^ 
ovp.  trade  and  dominjoiii,  and  so  audi  iB- 

fe^t  the  trade  and  donuaigQs  of  our  em* 
mies,  as  tp  mat^e  tbeni^  at  last,  gbd  ^ 
MiK^tpreaaonabletenss;  biit,inyLoA 
if  our  enemies  are,  by  their  great  k» 
anaies,  absolute  maateta  upon  the  cffti- 
nenl^  they  may  not  onlypoerent  oar » 
ceuring  aam^tanfe  from  any  of  thepnactf 
or  states  upon  the  contiaeBt,buttbe]FB«f 
mduce  or.  oblige  them  aB  to  JQiBag»>a* 
ua;  a^ least,  t^ynmoUige them todof 
ua  aocaaa  to  ao|t  oSdieirpoitaorteiMiA 
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Ott  0^  ^J)MMndA  wM  SpQ9H» 


BRBcr  lOr  w  incn  01  wv  vrneiviivRi* 
t^  WfeM^M  m  oMe  put  aHMMItlf^ 

nfaiArMid' tO'lBiy giMtnivWild^  wMi  OvUr 
54nip(Ht8;  ftr  thdugll tfa^  iMjr Be  Alie- 
nor to  9xxy  sij[ftftdroftt  Hicit  tiitti  to  fiictM 
(Hit  I^HiMt  tiH^^  ttM^y  ttr^  illft  etjftCO  VO 
irtifds  ttUi  eem{>e4ts.    By  tftHife  tief  Utt^ 

^lM)pi,  wWOkfiivtd  u^,  and  !fclife  KM  IM  & 

ftuHtitig  ifel  fNiTft,  idid  iNMiki^  ftr  «Sc)h«l 

It  Atuit  tk^fftHon?  be  ft^k|imllKi|{l9Uf  n^ 
EjONII^  ffrac  tne  pfCHeHC  ciftwusQuiteB  01 
Mf  mBBUBf  bem  flt  IfOltNf  tffd  wtfhUAf  iO^ 

to  way  soittble  for  etfr  eAgtejHngM  «ft  itt^ 
9iirautte#&r.  I  ahiMijdhiiiftBDtfetiiBfintt 
ftjiag  80  lAorfi  ef  th^  if  titf^lbiA  fltM 
MM  W6ll  tfid  piibHthf  kcN^wlv.  AM  III 
every  dMlg:  I  hai^  arid  fa  Wiffi  kl^O#A  to 
Mtet?  cotnrt  i!a'  BttHB^p^f^  r  uiiftki  t^al^  IK* 
Head  <ff  ihdiiig  ikirit  irRH  fhir  litA«  #is 
hive  Mkm^  by  thia  flnllMti^  tr^afy, 
^  ha^e  reaflBon  td  N?  aurptf atfdf,  tbat  bi^ 
ltf«$ekty  vrtto  aM6  to  dtnn^  1^6  neia^.  If 
Ike  trett^hasft  %ettt  nlulA  Mi  feVbti^Me 
h^  as,  I  siiouid  btf^^^'b^d  f6t  Mdr&ring  it, 
iMMaosfeit^ddld  bave  p?eineMea  ettrbefing 
H^Iig«d  to  (MHfre  to  ad  im^^iAUf  n^^iiHe ; 
br  though  tbe  cirttiMsMsc^  of  ^iir  adfidrsy 
tethabrdkd  ahd  ait  hoiteey  be  aft  pttae^t  in 
ibad  nCuktbn,  they  cannot  Mig  ^oartintt^ 
to:  oar  owtt  circumafttaitea,  wM^  we  re- 
nun  at  pieSice,  wiH  b^  eirery  day  gnmbig; 
ifettei':  1^  ifaidl  ef^  ycof  btt  meto  pinr 
»f  BoAfi^  jMlft  <^  dnr  d^  ifiUI  ibi^b^ 
rfthet*  dittfttMf  oar  taxiea*,  ch^  biereato  oittr 
Sbkmg^  Fimd.  And  lia  Ur  thd  ciMnfr- 
ttances  of  lAd^  11^  Enrede,  they  eitunmt 
fmg  TietMBt  in  th«  preadil  aittfttibn :  it  ia 
ht  pecttHa^  hapi^ibesa  df  this  ialand,  that 
K>  one  nation  in  the  irbrid  eA  attach  ua ; 
(bd,  if  we  do  not  nOAt  ilnd  intedrft^ffly 
tttack  thbrn^  If  wb  iriil  buV  h&y«  piatitot^, 
"^  canseldbm  fililof  ueetfhj^  with  a  good' 
yportunityj  in-  eVferirfour  ot  five  T^rs 
aae,  for  makfrig  the  pi^dd^  aha  the 
Mt  po#<&rM  nation  id  Etiro^,  heartily 
%At  of  hanrhig  injurM'  thfe  rtttlon ;  and 
m  #il!tOat  expo^in^obr  oWti  cdbntry  to 
*e  teaat  dah^,  or  to  any  great  expente. 
^  ther^  are  a*  great'  many  difibrent  int^- 
!«Mft  upon  dic^  dbiitinent,^  thOae'dBAreiit 
nteresta  are  eVery  dbj^'ctektih^  (A(iAsteis 
M^OBgf  the  ririAces  antf  totea  tlierMf,  and 
B  B^eral  deaHia  mtty  happen  tlUt  mnrt 
^theafBfhv  of  Btirbtfl^  a  tot^'iik  dbr  fi^^ 
r^r;  irUfbiMbe  nM^lfl^rfMhM'lb  ttf tiT^ 


it  ft.  iM'  [Ills 

IS^Mfe  M  'li  wfit  at*j^HHIniti  MKd'tM  ttHe 
of  amura  in  Europe  ia  in^a  aituation  t!Be 
moat  unfiiTOund>le  f«r  tibia  na^cin  th^fever 
any  age  produced;  and  uierefore,  I  must 
mak,  tmtbk  €dtt«^(itth  mi#befb^  U8» 
waa  <mb  4f  ^6  #i^  st^  tJttt  ci^ldM 
aiiukr;  kfld  thiSk  H  himy  ^eaMy^a  thb 
fhluika'  <ir  ^ly  liitti  t^o  #28fa^  w^  ii^ 
Ma*  ebtiiitky* 

Ttt  irUt  I  YM^  itM,  teV  t(^  I  ihn^ 
id «,  ttft  fia  aft#  y^KHI,  #^  ahdi  pW>bHBfV 
lib  mm^  «iMM  IkMbg  eillilbli<^,  thifi  «% 
IW  kt  {irMAt.  it  AMmt  bifr-  fAdirell,  thiifc 
w«  lAVtf  it)A(^9i«»it  a*^  v«ry  fldtaic^bdir  pft^ 

thjr  l£T«l<r  attifinst  otif  ^ta(>i««a  go^ 
vmtileiit:  M&,  oflt  ef  &  retf  ^H^^. 

Htg  thiSr'  d^  pfi^rm  fbV&lS|a  l^'  ^b 
dfefibg^vuM^dttiefrottl  MIM  ttitt  afl  an- 
JM  ^Mltebbt  tmM  HiM  wlio  fltib'  eiU^ 
pldyed  ifidOf i&iiiitliijE66il^.  Thbnltt^ 
bets  of  tM«  #hb  ihi  fi^  pHhtiite  «^ 
ttifeMed  tb  obf  goMnttttAt^  ^^  de^: 
creating  ivirf^;  h^dAj^,  A  their  i» 
aftedlon  nhx^ddfiVbin^a  WronK  educaftioit , 
in  Ifaefa'  /ettth,  Hheir  cHfldlrtfn  have  hiid  ail 
bpbo^bittr  of  IH(irhih|  other  pnif6ibl^ 
«nd  di  diAcof  ^^g  mi  riffi^otisnete  of 
tiVM  j^ritfcSj^  l^  #h9df  thei^  p^eiltA 
wbrd|bT(^.^ed;  adthat  natinreitscStf  mulit 
pbt  lUi  endto  this  disMHitSMyimce  it  catl 
tteel  with  no  conaidertMi  sb^j^y  iVoni  thd 
rising  genetntibn.  Ad  fbr  those  itrhWhobb 
fef  mtiAtagp  by  a  change,  th^r  hunibera 
#9  always  debehd  inM  the  j^robabQit^ 
tn  tMficcBBf  and  thbrelore  nic^  tS^rkfk  bo 
grtafJbr  dit  Uss^  aScbtdlng  itf  0ie' jdbcttt)*b 
of  aSakn  $Ardid  h  unludty  dt  iktc^ufraUe' 
fbr  this  natfoil :  aAtf  ai  to*^tfio^£  wh6  arir 
ffovem^d  by  malitlfe  and  r6^Cment,  timb' 
%»elf  moat  bhuit  the  «d^  of  theh*  piksiibns ; 
abd  comihbnr  ptudehce  will  prevent  their 
eh^iiging  with  the  enemibs  of  thiHf  coiih- 
try,  when,  from  die  statfe  of  alfidra  in  Eu* 
1^,  they  can  have  but  hide  {it6bdbitit|p 
(Ksuccean. 

FVomsIl  wfdi*hcbniiidbrdtidii^,iny  Ldrda. 
ImtiatbeoFophuon,  that  if  the  prei^ttt 
Convention  hod  not  bben  n^f  so  satlilfid- 
toiy  aa  it  ill,  it  would  have  be^ir  Aort( 
prudait  in  his  Majesty  to  Hove  acceptedP 
of  it,  thah  to  hAve  engftgbd  thd  iiadbti  ii!r 
an  iinmedSat^  Wtir ;  hot  as  I  have  shbwh, 
that  wb  have  thereby  obtattti^d  Idl  we  coul$ 
reaaonalbly  dbafare,  it  muat  be  altowed  did; 
hiif  MiAjesty  has'  cfosely,  and  with  anrjl^ris:-^ 
\tg  totbess,  ftfObwed  the  advice  that'  wiitt 
^feb  hhbbv  his  IVIiiemeht  UiM  tkMHii ; 
|tfM  di^Mfohf*  Ithini,  Wi^cU  d8  TtMihig 
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less  than  thank  him  in  the  terms  fNPopos- 
ed. 

The  Lord  Carteret  : 

My  Lords ;  as  I  have  before  given  vou 
my  opinion  upon  this  question,  which  is 
not  in  the  least  altered  by  any  thing  the 
noble  lord  that  spoke  last  has  said,  I  rise 
up  now  only  to  take  notice  of  some  things 
that  fell  from  that  noble  lord.  In  the  first 
part  of  his  discourse  he  endeavoured  to 
shew,  that  the  measures  pursued  since  last 
sessicMi,  and  the  Convention  that  has  been 
concluded,  were  agreeable  to  the  Reso- 
lutions and  Address  of  this  House  last 
session  of  Parliament.  My  Lords,  it  is  so 
far  otherwise,  that  to  any  one  who  reads 
the  Resolutions  we  then  came  to,  and  the 
Address  we  then  presented,  both  the  mea- 
sures we  have  pursued,  and  the  treaty  we 
have  concludeo,  must  appear  to  be  directly 
contrary  to  the  advice  we  then  ^ve.  We 
advised  peaceable  measures,  it  is  true,  but 
we  did  not  advise  that  the  naticm  should, 
in  the  midst  of  peace,  be  put  to  the  ex- 
pences  of  a  war :  we  advised  his  Majesty, 
It  is  true,  to  endeavour  to  procure  satis- 
faction and  security  by  peaceable  means, 
but  we  did  not  advise  him  to  aocept  of  a 
treaty  which  stipulates  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other:  on  the  contrary,  we  ex> 
pressly  recommended  to  his  Majesty,  to 
insist  not  only  upon  no  search,  but  upon 
no  contraband  goods ;  whereas,  in  the 
treatVt  his  ministers  advised  him  to  accept 
of,  tnere  is  not  so  much  as  a  stipulation 
against  either  the  one  or  the  other,  though 
both  have  been  for  several  years  openly 
and  expressly  pretended  to  bv  the  Spa- 
niards, and  many  of  our  merchants  plun- 
dered and  ruined  under  that  pretence. 

My  Lords,  to  pretend  to  ^ive  weieht  to 
negociations  by  raising  armies,  and  fitting 
out  squadrons,  is  a  very  modem,  and  a 
very  extraordinary  piece  of  politics:  a 
sort  of  politics  that  was  never  practised  in 
any  Country  but  this,  nor  in  this,  before 
the  happy  sera  of  our  present  administra- 
tion. When  a  nation  is  actually  engaged 
in  war,  it  would,  indeed,  be  imprudent  to 
disband  their  armies,  or  lay  up  their  squa- 
drons, till  a  peace  i^  fully  settled ;  but  in 
time  of  peace,  it  is  ridiculous  to  put  a  na- 
don  to  tne  trouble  and  expence  of  arma- 
ments, till  a  war  is  actually  resolved  on. 
As  long  as  there  are  any  hopes  of  obtain- 
ing satisfaction  by  peaceable  means,  po 
wise  and  frugal  government  ever  put  them: 

selves  to  the  expence  of  extraordinary  ^ 

military  preparations.     When    all    such  i  iterms,  that  his  Majesty  should  inast  u^oo 
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hopes  axe  vanished^  they  Aeo^  inted, 
prepare  for  war;  but  it  is ahvays  wkh  « 
design  to  make  a  proper  use  of  tbe  pro- 
rations they  make,  unless  their  eaemiei^ 
besides  S8tis&cti«m  for  all  fonner  deayHMk, 
agree  to  make  good  the  expence  whick 
their  obstinacy  has  occasionecL  To  raise 
armies,  and  fit  out  squadroas^  under  pre- 
tence of  giving  weight  to  ncgociauooi, 
can  serve  no  end  therefore,  but  thst  of 
ministers,  who  by  such  means  gel  an  op- 
portunity of  filling  their  oim,  and  the 
pockets  of  their  fnends ;  for  there  a  do 
power  we  can  negociate  with,  but  knows, 
that  we  can  both  raise  armies,  and  &z  out 
squadrons,  in  case  our  negociati(»s  sbouU 
prove  unsuccessful;  and  our  putting  oor- 
selves  to  &uch  expence,  befwe  we  knov 
the  issue  of  our  negociations^  must  give 
those  we  n^ociate  with,  a  bad  opinion  oi 
our  conduct,  which  wUi  of  courae  dimi- 
nish the  weight  of  our  negociations ;  be- 
cause they  will  conclude,  that  those  who 
do  not  know  how  to  govern  in  time  uf 
peace,  will  much  less  know  how  to  goreni 
m  time  of  war.  This  we  may  know  from 
fatal  experience;  for  this  nation  hadnecir 
so  little  influence  upon  the  councils  ct 
Europe,  as  since  we  began  to  pretend  to 
give  weight  to  our  negociations,  by  main- 
taining or  increasing  peaceable  surxnies,  <x 
fitting  out  harmless  squadrons:  we  liavc, 
by  a  long  course  .of  such  politics,  I  am 
airaid,  brought  die  nation  into  such  coo- 
tempt,  that  our  neighbours  now  as  littk* 
regard  our  military  preparatiooa,  as  lhe% 
do  our  pacific  negociations ;  and  we  hmt 
of  late  years  made  so  many  counter-trea- 
ties, that,  I  am  afraid,  every  nation  in  En- 
rope  despises  our  promises,  as  nuicfa  as 
they  contemn  our  threatenings. 

If  we  consider  what  has  been  done  ^since 
last  session,  and  the  great  expence  die 
nation  has  been  put  to ;  nay,  u  we  give 
credit  to  what  has  been  insinuated  by  the 
noble  lords  who  have  spoke  in  fiivour  ol 
this  Convention,  we  cannot  say  his  Ma- 
jesty has  obtained  this  treaty,  insignificai;c 
as  It  is,  by  peaceable  measures,  but  bj 
warlike  preparations ;  and  if  the  obstinacy 
of  the  Spaniards  made  such  preparatioas 
necessary,  they,  and  not  the  people  of 
this  nation,  ought  to  have  been  made  u> 
pay  for  their  obstinacy.  But  with  reprd 
to  the  treaty  itself,  if  we  will  but  took 
upon  the  Resolutions  and  Address  of  Ifi&^ 
year,  we  must  see  that  it  is  stiQ  more  con- 
trary to  the  advice  we  then  gave.  We  ad- 
vised and  recommended  in*  the  stroi^est 
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no  search,  aad  ako  upon  no  contn^Nuid 
^ooda :  in  this  treaty  taere  is  not  a  word 
of  either ;  and  yet  every  one  must  aUovr, 
that  we  recommended^  and  that  we  had 
^eat  reason, to  recommend^  that  the  Spa- 
niards should  be  obliged,  either  by  peace- 
able means,  or  by  force  of  arms,  to  pass 
from  both  these  pretences  in  the  most  ex- 
press terms.    The  Spaniards,  my  Lords, 
niay,   without  our  consent,   make  what 
regulations  they  please  for  preventing  an 
illicit  trade  with  their  cc^nies  in  America, 
provided  these  regulations  be  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  Imir  of  nations,  nor  con- 
trary to  the  treaties  subsistine  between 
the  two  Crowns:  but  that  of  searching 
our  ships  on  the  open  seas,  is  not  only  in- 
consistent with  the  Jaw  of  nations,  but 
expressly  contrary  to  the  treaties  subsist- 
ing between  the  two  Crowns*    The  noble 
lord  was  pleased  to  repeat  a  part  of  the 
14th  Article  of  the  treaty  of  1667 :  I  wish 
be  had  repeated  the  whole ;  for  by  that 
Article  it  is  expressly  stipulated,  **  That 
if  any  ship  belonging  to  the  subjects  and 
merchants  of  the  one  or  the  other  nation, 
entering  into  bays,  or  in  the  open  sea, 
shall  be  encountered  by  the  ships  of  war 
of  the  other ;  such  ships  of  war,  to  prevent 
disorders,  shall  not  come  within  cannon- 
^ot,  but  shall  send  their  long-boat,  or 
pinnace,  to  the  merchant  ship,  and  only 
two  or  diree  men  on  board,  to  whom  the 
master  shall  shew  his  passports  and  sea- 
letters,  to  which  entire  faith  and  credit 
sliall  be  given."    Nay,  by  the  foregoing 
Article  it  is  provided,  '*  That  if  the  ships 
belonging  to  the  subjects  of  the  one  or 
other  nation,  be  necessitated  to  anchor  in 
the  roads  or  bays  of  either,  or  even  to 
enter  into  Uie  ports  of  either,  they  shall 
not  be  molested  or  visited;  but  Uiat  it 
shall  be  sufficient  for  them  to  shew  their 
nasspc^ts  or  sea-letters,  which  bemg  seen 
by  tne  renpective  officers  of  either  king, 
the  said  snips  shall  return  freely  to  sea 
without  any  molestation.'*  From  hence  we 
may  see,  how  cf0eful  our  administration 
was  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  2,  to 
guard  against  our  merchant-ships  being 
exposed  to  the  trouble  and  inconvenien- 
ces of  a  search ;  and  yet  some  people  are 
as  ready  to  censure  every  thing  that  was 
done  in  that  reign,  as  they  are  ready  to 
applaud  every  thing  that  has  been  done  in 
the  present. 

This  treaty  of  1667,  my  Lords,  as  the 
noble  lord  that  spoke  last  has  observed 
before  me,   is   a  general  and  unlimited 
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treaty :  it  relates  to  the  seas  of  Aftimcaj 
as  well  as  to  the  seas  of  Europe ;  and  as  it 
has  been  renewed  and  confirmed  by  every 
treaty  betwixt  the  two  Crowns  eiince  that 
time,  it  plainly  demonstrates,  that  the 
searching  our  ships  in  any  pkrt  of  the 
world,  or  under  any  pretence  whatsoever, 
is  contrary  to  treaty,  as  well  as  inconnstent 
with  the  law  of  nations.  Therefore,  as 
the  Spaniards  have  lately  set  up  a  pretence 
to  search  our  ships  on  the  open  seas  of 
America,  before  we  had  subpaitted  to  treat 
with  them  about  any  regulations,  for  ren- 
dering effectual  the  right  they  have  to 
prevent  an  illicit  trade  with  their  settle^' 
meats  in  that  part  of  the  world,  we  ought 
to  have  insisted  upon  their  passing  fron^ 
this  pretence,  m  the  most  explich  terms 
that  could  be  made  use  of. 

Now,  my  Lords,  with  regard  to  contra- 
band or  prohibited  goods,  for  we  must  take^ ' 
care  to  aistinguish  between  the  two :  be- 
cause contraband  goods  are  only  arms,: 
ammunition,  and  other  utensils  of  war, 
which  are  on  board  a  ship  bound  to  an  ene- 
my's port;  therefore  none  of  our  ships, 
either  in  the  American  seas,  or  any  other 
seas,  can  have  any  goods  on  boar(^  which 
the  Spaniards  can  call'  contraband,  unless 
she  is  bound  to  some  of  the  ports  of  those 
who  are  at  that  very  time  in  war  with  Spain. 
But  suppose  a  Spanisli  ship  of  war  should 
meet  at  sea  a  British  ship,  and  that  by  her 
passports  or  sea-letters,  it  should  appear, 
that  she  is  bound  to  a  port  then  belonging 
to  the  enemies  of  Spain ;  for  it  can  no 
ojther  way  appear,  but  by  her  passports  or 
sea-letters,  as  is  evident  from  the  I4*th  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  1667,  which  I  have 
already  mentioned :  yet  even  in  that  case, 
the  Spaniards  are  not  to  search  the  British 
ship  at  sea,  nor  are  they  to  confiscate  the 
ship  and  cargo,  tor  the  sake  of  the  contra- 
band goods  that  appear  to  be  on  board. 
But  by  the  23d  Article  of  the  same  treaty, 
it  is  expressly  provided,  **  That  in  case  any 
contraband  ^oods  be  found  on  board,  by 
the  above-said  means,  they  shall  be  taken 
out  and  confiscated ;  but  for  this  reason  , 
the  ship  and  the'  other  free  and  allowed 
commodities  which  shall  be  found  therein, 
shall  in  no  wise  be  either  seized  or  confis-  • 
cated.''  And  to  prevent  all  disputes  about 
what  may  be  deemed  contraband,  the  se- 
veral sorts  of  goods  to  be  deemed  contra- 
band, are  particularly  enumerated  in  the 
24th  Article ;  and  by  the  25th  Article  it  is 
expresdy  stipulated,  **  That  wheat,  rye, 
bailey,,  or  other  grain,  or  pulse,  salt,  wine. 
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ttly  «ad  geaeralk  i$im»m&f»  Wcmg^  to 
Urn  aufltakuDg  and  Bounahiilg  of  lift»  thaM 
iSoC  be  deened  contiiibaiMC  dioiigli  di^ 
•ickied  to  be  carried  to  the  tovhitotpkocs 
edreneBBies,  unless  such  toim  or  place  b^ 
boBieged,  ttid  blocked  up^  or  eunromided  f* 
lAudk  sii&wBy  thai  if  the  Spaniards  hadiho 
feast  yegard  for  this  nation*  or  for  thetvta^ 
ties  sobsistiog  betireea  tiie  ivro  croims» 
Ihey  would  never  have  protended  to  havio 
seized  a  British  ship  in  tae  Asaerican  seas, 
on  aecouiit  of  her  hairing  any  contraband 
goods  on  board. 

Aa  to  prohibited  goods,  my  Lords,  they 
are^«ry  cuSerent  from  those  properly  cailed 
oontiiaband.  Prohibited  gootk,  wnidi  in 
Latin  are  called  meroet  prMUbmf  wtthoul 
adding  the  words  vidgo  contmbandm^  are 
such  goods  as  are  prohibited  tobeksporled, 
or  such  as  are  prohibited  to  be  exported, 
by  Iho  laws  or  any  particular  country* 
Both  m  Snain  and  England  there  are 
goods  wUcD  are  prohibited  to  be  ex- 
porteiL  and  as  there  is  an  intercaHoe  of 
trade  between  the  two  natiots  an  fiulopoy 
the  aub^eots  of  Engbnd  votky  be  Hable  to 
lie  punished,  if  they  shouki  exnort  fiiona 
S^iun  any  of  the  goods  proha>Ited  to  bo 
OKnerted  by  the  laiws  of  that  kii^dom,  as 
weU  as  the  subjects  of  &««n  may  ho  hablo 
to  be  puttihed,  if  they  Mould  OKport  from 
hence  any  of  the  gjOKMlsprofaibitod  to  be  os* 
Bortedby  tholnwsofthiakuigdon.  Tbm, 
I  sqr#  may  be  the  case  with  regard  to  omr 
respeetive  dOkninions  in  Eutope.;  and 
therefore  this  case  too  was^  segiuated  br 
the  treaty  of  1667 ;  forby  tho  15th  Artidio 
of  that  dreaty  it  is  stipnislted;  «<  Thatifony 
INKibibited  ^oeds  bo  ex|iofted  front  tho  ter- 
ritories of  either  of  the  said  kings,  by  tiio 
rsspectivo  sulpeeto  of  the  oneorthe  other, 
the  prohflMtod  goods  shafl  be  oi^  confis* 
cated,  and  net  the  odier  goods;  neither 
shfdl  Uie  delinquentinmr  any  othorfiunish- 
meot,  exieept  he  shatt  carrt  otftfrom  the  dsi> 
minions  of  the  king  of  Great  Btitatn,  tho 
proper  COIR,  wool,  or  fuUors  earth  of  the 
said  kingdooM:  or  shatt  carry  out  of  the 
htagdoms  or  demintons  of  the  said  king  of 
Spa»i^.any  gold  or  silver  wtonght  or  un* 
wrou^;  in  eitiber  of  ndiich  casea*  tihe 
laws  of  the  rtspoctii^  eoBntfic»aDer  to  tako 
irfaoe/' 

But,  my  Lorde,  as  these  lono  inteieottfOB 
of  trade  between  the  snhjecto  of  e»at' 
Britain,  and  tho  Spahisb  settfementt  iar 
America,  or  between  the  sobjeots  of  Spain 
and  the  British  settien»nti  m  that  part  of 
the  work^  themfiDie  thero  caaho  jaagpodn 


on  boaed  nny  shipa  irf^illo  «nniutfaa%si. 
ingin  thoae  atas,  that  en  bo  erifed  ttvU. 
hkfldb^tiie  other,  the  v^  tmAe  imK 
IB  prohibited,  obkI  Oonaofneney  evoiy  M* 
ling^s  #oith  that  wnf  Bntisfa  Mf  osa  ts^ 
port  from  the  jSpahirfi  setlhanOttti'in  Am^ 
aica,let  liw  gOodsbo  of  wfaatowr  sort  * 
kind,  must  bo  muhawmd;  «nd  ttiSy  bt 
sdsod  and  conhspaiod^  iiOt  bogwtr  ikt 
has  got  prohibited  or  t  iwti  irtwrnj  gaiidi  <■ 
board,  but  becanseihe  hasiMOn  coooenel 
in  an  iUicit  trade. 

From  what  1  haim  sndf  nrtr  Loids-ii 
iniMt  appear,  that  DO  BiJtiA  sld^  Miiiif  h 
the  American  oeOs,  can  hate  «i^  M)^  0* 
board,  whidi  the  SpaniarAiVHi'Gtflprdii' 
bited  or  oontrahnnd  goodi^  nod  as  tfevf 
htti^e  lately  se^  up.  sinsh  n  psutnut,  sad 
have  seined  sasdoonfistaiad' or  great  msy 
of  owr  ships  on  tint  nooOont^  thneftae  m 
odght  to  imoo  insisted  upon  their  watistf 
that  prefOtioe,.  beiore  wo  hsid  odbteitM 
to  treat  with  them  Upon  iut  other  » 
tida  Bnt  adipose  the  tenw*  sImK 
say  they  do  not  seuR  otsrshipa  i«  ti»  Am^ 
rican  aeaa  on  aoooont  oftissir  knfiiwaisii* 
bitodor  oonttobandgoodo  ontahi^mm 
account  of  thoir  hanng  goodo'mf  bdtii 
n^iich  are  the  proper  pro&ee  of  tteir  set* 
tleasttits  m  that  poit  of  the  wwfldflNMiun 
they  look  upon  Aoirhaoingssiahybdtw 
boards  as  m  mOentestMe  ftcm,^  wdt 
shipe  ha^vinff  been  ooneerml  ki  air  iMcH 
trade  with  Suir  aettleilientB<  My  Loidb 
it  would  be  rkikukni  in  ot  tO'edbnit  n 
this,  and  stfll  nnftre  lidiculOaa  eoaiiiM  flf 
their  aearohhig  Briti^  ships  on  di«  ofeo 
seas  of  Asaetic»ttpon<  thin  piaaendSf  ftr 
they  woohl  eofftehuy,  seon^after,  fMA 
toseaecfa  orery^  ship  ifccy  met  with  istM 
Eutfopean  seni,-  and  to  coMisaaie  li^ 
and  cargo^in  cmo  they  dUNidfidtf e>f 
Spanish  galdorsdter  on  booni^Mcinl? 
tfa^  would  soy,  that  her  hara%  8poM 
goldor  Mlver  on hoartl» w«sa»hsoadMitt^ 
biopnfof  of  her  boring  OtspoitM  H  dOn 
destmeiy  fmaa  ^6«lo  part  of  Sptls  ^ 
consequently;  that  theuM'  of  their  com* 
try  oi%ht  to  take  phoe^  aaeordim  w  ^ 
Uikt  Artide^ Ato  treaty^of  IMT.  IVImn- 
asbythnttreaair,  and  bjitthOcifthMfttttf 
sineev  no  BriliBb  dnp  eairte  shmM  ^ 
the  open  soHshr  any  Spanhb  dnp  of  etrr 
and  conaequedtly  even  dioae  gOHS  wlieb 
aseprehinted  t^hoox|iortediteni'9fifc 
cannot  be  seized  or  confiscated^.  Af  tlfft 
are  loaded  oil  boud  m  Bittiilr  d^  wd 
that  shiM  fisrljr  oui  at  sea^  imlM  i(  sl««i^ 
,appoar  op  her  pMpaMa  of  sea-leiiitiV^ 
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y  «e^  CflpMled  froi»  Spoi*,  yMA  it  a 
LlMtcttiiMiveBteplMn;  iarijteaDiwNM! 
I^lgr  a  iUp^a  paw^flla  or  lea-letten, 
Cjofllkaoadavttfe  eKporladBram  Span ; 
pH^weDthe^aseexporftadfrom^enee 
{iti  liinrij^  ai >thef  Buist  he,  noaoaotinfc 
Ifhte^can  appaaam  Ae  abip's  panpcfta 
|^»j0taeyE»;  aad.8aali  gfMio««  wlttn  e&- 
Ita4  £m  awfr  other  eoostfaw,  eannot 
la  lw>  aaDad  fi^UkntMA  goacto^  by  the 
iBMb;  baaama  tha^  ^ftar.  then  by 
laiup'fl  paiBpoBka  or  aea-letlaia  not  to 
li^hean  enpoatad fiona  Spaia^  and  caa- 
jpc^y  can  naithar  be  sailed- aor  confia- 
^bf  the  Spaokadi* 
fiiHk  ayow,  n^  Leorda,  £hait  the  SfMi- 
Mb  bare  aa^aodai^tofrevcnt  an 
pi^lfada  with  their  M^aBiiaDts  ih  Aaae* 
ip^aaasa  h«re  t9  pBeiwiit  aft  ilikat  trade 
JtijaiinL     Betv^en  dieia  twe  4»ua8 
p]Ul  nu^r  be  dnmUf  in  order  to  a 
l^iyUakaaaha  viseai  aadtthe  ji 
p^ods  tor  preserving  our  riffht.    Bat  i 
Ipittipmad tohear  a«paralU  altampted 
^ladsavfthetveeaaa  illicit  trade  wi^k 
^  l^ptoJikiiettieaQaBts  in  Americ%  and 
^fdmtmm  ar  mdawfiil  trade,  i^pon  the 
Hatoiif  Great  Biitaia  and  Ireland.    I» 
ii>i|aer  there  it  no  iateieMifse  af  tvade 
hped  to  fiireigocai.:   No  fore^  flhip> 
ji^tatnaay  ofttheirpoBtSy  bat  in  easaa  w 
H^^Mitest  necaasity  ;  therc^Meit  ia  easy 
^ittreafcan  lEiait  tnide,  without  any  se- 
llapBBeaHtiona:  To  which  I  mostaddiy 
jit  aa  there  is  no  eonvenience  c^  land 
ariaaa  firoaa  the  by-cre^a  and  eomers 
ilhitt>09att8feoaayo6tliaiiffreflt  townsy 
poDteittiatda  can  be  oarriad  an»  butat 
tKes  near  soaae  of  their  gneat^  toavs,  and 
lire  it  would  be  easy  to  psevent  it,  by 

3er  oSeeEsandpfioper  ropi]atiOBa<at 
;  titty  f  even  one  of  their  oivd  gon^m*' 
IkWBf  ca  o|Mnioni»  as  apfieara  by  a  lattev 
this^  which  waa  aead  at  oar  bto*^  Aat  it 
add  ba  easy  i^  prevent  an  illicit  fRada^ 
precantioiis  at  land,  wiAioiit 
oyiBg  one  guarda  casta  at  sea^ 
iceasia  Britain  and  ireknd  idhere  is  a 
eaiatenouise  oftradftafiowed  tosdlfo- 
qgaera^  and  coBvement  land  or  water 
anaaaifrom  erery  Inwcreek  and  coma* 
(W^aasla^  to  many  populooa  cities  and 
■i^;  and  tibaBB&i:e»  it  is  so  easy  for 
aaigners^aa  widlas  our  own  subject^  ta 
in  prahUted  cr  uncustemed  goods  m* 
|nn  us^  or*  to  steal  our  wi^  or  luUar^s 
nth  away  fhBBftiis^  thaa  it  ia  absdutek} 
PstssDiy  foK  us:ta  taiiBipreGaationa^  bam 
pisea.and  land^agiinat  snohpracticeB., 
Howevery  my  Lords,  notwitliilaniing 
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thediSkadtjr  we  laboor  under  m  this  case^ 
let  us  bat  eonaidar  thelafwa  we  have  naadia 
against  exporting  of  our  wioal,  and/against 
amagglin^^  and  we  shall  find,  that  no  feu 
raigh  nastioft  ean  have  the  knst  ground  to, 
oompkun  at  tiiem,  nor  can  any  foreigner 
suffer  by  tfaetn^  unless  he  is  really  ginityv 
or  very  much  ta  bhane.     We  haive,  it-  ia 
tnie^  very  neytete  lawa  i^ainst  She  export 
tations  d  our  wnol^  and  w«  faaaa  guird 
ahipa  appointed  on  purpose,  and  inai^csaiib 
ta  seine  ail  shipa  eacpotting  that  v^uaUv 
coBDmodity  to  foreign  parts;  hut  t^osa^ 
gnardridps  never  pretml  to  seanib  or 
aasae  any  foangn  vessel^  uaiesa  they  hunt 
a  loll  proof,  or  very'^jreat  oaoas  of  sus-^ 
ptdon,  that  she   haa  wool  on    boakl, 
which  waa  actudly  exported,  ar  earned: 
out  to  her,  fi^om  some  part  of  Brkalflt 
orIreiaiid»    And  as  to  those  lawa  dmt  have 
been  made  ajrainst  ^upB  hoveriag  witUn    . 
two  leagaes  of  our  coasts,  they  ava  so  li>- 
mited,  that  it  is  hardly  possible  any  (b- 
reigner  can  su&r,  unless  ha  has  a  real  do* 
8^  to  smuggle  ;  fbr,  even  by  the  last  act 
that,  was  mute  against  such  ships,  which 
ia  the  most  severe,  I  mean  the  late  famoua 
smnf^iog  act,  passed:  but   about  three 
years  since,  the  vessel  jnust  have  lea  or  ~ 
fbeeign  spirits  on  board,  and  those  spirita* 
most  be  in  casks  under  sixty  gallooa ;  and 
farther  she  must  not  only  appear  to  be 
hovering^  but  also  it  most  appear,  that  she 
did  not  proceed  on  her  voyage,  wind,  and 
weather  permitting,  and  without  the  maa* 
tor's  being  able  to  shew,  Itet  she  waa  de^ 
tahied,  or  pptveated  from  proceedhig,  by 
anyneeessary  canse  whatsoever. 

But  my  Lords,  lest  some  of  the  Spanldl 
advocates  in  this  eountry  should,  fi'omt 
these  laws(  pretend^  ihat  we  may  aBow 
the  SpaidarcB-  ta  make  free  with  such  of 
our  snips'  as  thay  fold  sailing  within  I 
leagues  of  ^eir  ooastsrin  America,  I  n 
take  notice  of  some  very  ipaterial  differ-- 
ences  between  the  British  and  the  Ame^ 
rioan  seasi  In  the  firet  places  I  am  sure 
no  man  that  has  a  true  British  heart  will' 
allow  the  Spaniards  to  usurp  such  a  domi- 
nion Qver  the  American-  seas,  aa  we  have 
a  just  right  to  over  the  British.  And,  in 
the  next  place,  I  must  observe,  that  no 
f(^etgn  siiip^  not  bound  fbr  any  Of  our 
poits,  can  Imve  the  least  occasion  to  come 
within  two  leagues  of  any  part  of  our  shores 
and  much  less  to  hover  within  two  lettuce 
of  our  shone  j  unlesa  she  haa  some  baf  de^ 
sign;  but,  on  the- contrary,  aaonr  coQsts' 
ai«  Atti  and  ^1  of  sand  banks,  eveiy&lr 
tinder  wiU  oadeawour  to-  kaep^  above*  ttfo' 
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leagues  from  our  shore.     Whereas,  there 
are  none  of  our  ships  that  come  from  Ja- 
maica to  Britain,  or  that  are  bound  from 
/thence  to  any  of  our  colonies  upon  the 
continent  of  America,  but  must  steer  their 
course  dose  in  with  the  shore  of  the  Spa- 
ptsh  islands  of  Hispaniola  or  Cuba:  therea^ 
son  of  thii  is,  because  the  course  from 
Jamaica,  by    the  windward  passase,   is 
much  safer  than  that  by  the  Giuph  of  FIo- 
tida;  therefore  it  is  chosen  by  all  ships 
Coming  from  Jamaica,  if  they  can  possibly 
make  it ;  but  as  the    trade  winds  are 
almost  directly  in  their  teeth,  they  are 
obliged    to    keep    dose    in     with   the 
Cuba  shore,  because   there    is  a  land 
breeze  coibes  off  from  that  island,  which 
,    greatly  assists  them  in  their  course,  and 
without  which  it    would    be   impossible 
for  them  to  make  the  windward  passage. 
And  even  when  they  find  they  cannot 
make  the  windward  passage  :  when  they 
find  they  must  bear  away  for  the  Gulph, 
they  must,  for  many  leagues  together, 
sail  along  the  Cuba  shore ;  and  as  they 
are  obliged,  afler  they  pass  Cape  St.  An- 
tonio, upon  the  West  end  of  tlie  Island  of 
Cuba,  to  turn  up  against  the  trade  winds, 
they  are  under  a  necessity  of  keeping  dose 
in  with  the  Cuba  shore,  in  order  to  take 
the  benefit  of  the  land  breezes  from  that 
island  ;  for  otherwise  they  would  be  in 
great  danger  of  being  forced  by  the  trade 
winds  and  the  currents,  either  into  the 
Gulph  of  Mexico,  or  upon  the  Martieres ; 
the  danger  of  which  has  been  confirmed 
by  experience  ;  for  it  was  proved  at  our 
bar,  that  two  ships  were  lost  but  last  year, 
because  they,  in  their  course,  kept  farther 
from  the  shore  of  Cuba  than  usual,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  guarda  costas,  by  which 
npeans  they  were  both  drove  upon  th^ 
Martieres  and  lost.    But  this  is  not  all,  our 
ships  must  not  only  keep  dose  in  with,  the 
Cuba  shore,  but  when  they  are  endeavour- 
ing to  make  the  windward  passage,  they 
are  often  obliged  to  hover  near  that  shore, 
or  the  shore  of  Hispaniola,  for  two  or  three 
weeks,  when  the  trade  winds  blow  hard, 
in  order  to  wait  for  a  calm,  that  they  may 
thereby  have  an  opportunity  of  making 
that  passage. 

Tliis  shews,  my  Lords,  that  we  cannot 
allow  the  Spaniards  to  search  our  ships 
within  any  limits  at  sea,  even  though  they 
should  be  found  hovering  upon  their 
coasts ;  and  they  have  made  so  bad  an  use 
of  the  power  they  have  lately  usurped,  that 
we  have,  I  am  sure,  no  reason  to  give  them 
alright  to  that  power  by  treaty,  under  any 
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limitations  whatever.  But  ikrtlier,  it  ii  a 
ower  they  hav^e  no  occaston  for,  unless  it 
to  injure  and  interrupt  our  trade;  for 
their  coasts  are  not  like  ours  in  Britain  lod 
Ireland :  they  are  not  full  of  infaabitaotE, 
and  fishing  or  trading  villages  at  everj 
creek :  they  have  no  inhabitants,  but  in,  or 
near  their  great  towns,  therefore  no  iJlidt 
trade  can  be  carried  on  but  in  their  ports, 
or  at  some  creek  very  near  them;  and 
there  it  is  impossible  to  carry  on  any  illicit 
trade,  but  by  the  connivance  of  the  Spansii 
governor,  which  is  generally  purchased  bT 
lUicit  traders,  in  which  case  the  S|am.4i 
"guarda  costas  dare  not  touch  them;  so 
uiat  these  guarda  costas  can  be  of  no  real 
use,  but  to  mdest  and  plunder,  or  sazCf 
under  firivoious  pretences,  those  foreign 
ships,  that  have  n6  design  to  carry  on  aa 
illicit  trade  with  the  Spanish  settlement 
«id  therefore  will  not  be  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  making  presents  to  Spanisfa  go- 
vernors. 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  I  have  now  made  k 
appear,  Uiat  no  regulations  can  be  settled 
between  Spain  and  us,  for  pmerving  the 
right  they  Iiave  to  exclude  foreigneisiironi 
carrying  on  any  trade  m  their  settlements 
in  the  West-Indies.  They  may  lay  what 
penalties  and  forfeitures  they  vifl  upon 
their  own  subjects  in  that  part  of  the  worid: 
they  may  even  lay  what  penalties  and  for- 
feitures they  will,  upon  Uiose  Britisli  sub- 
jects that  shall  come  within  their  territo- 
ries, contrary  to  the  treaty  of  1670;  bit 
they  can  lay  no  penalty  or  forfeiture  oo, 
nor  can  they  subject  to  their  regulatioss* 
any  Britbh  ship  or  subject  that  does  not 
come  within  their  territories  in  Ameriot 
which  we  cannot  allow  them  to  extend  be- 
yond the  limits  of  their  ports,  havens,  and 
inhabited  creeks,  unless  we  have  a  mind  ta 
yield  up  to  them  tlie  sovereign^  of  the 
American  seas,  which  I  hope  no  Britisli 
minister  will  dare.  Therefore,  I  caont 
comprehend  what  -  our  plenipotentiar?e$ 
have  to  regulate,  with  rdation  to  our  tradi* 
and  navigation,  unless  they  are  to  n^^ 
and  restrain  (for  every  regulation  most  be 
a  restraint)  our  right  to  a  free  navigatioo 
in  the  American -seas;  or  our  right  t0 
carry  in  our  diips,  whatever  goods  or  mer- 
chandize we  please,  from  one  part  cf  hii 
Majestj^s  dominions  to  another.  Froo 
hence  it  is  evident,  that  this  Convention  ii 
so  far  from  being  agreeable  to  the  resolu- 
tions of  this  House  last  session,  that  ii  '^ 
directly  contrary  to  them ;  for  which  rea* 
son,  it  ought  certainly  to  be  some  «*! 
amended* 
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But  to  ale,  nl^  Lord*,  no  amendment 
in  be  of  any  signification.  I  shall  be 
gainst  the  motion,  however  amended: 
hie  Convention  I  cannot  improve  of  in  an^ 
bape,  or  in  any  words :  I  have  shewn  it 
0  be  a  most  dishonourable  and  destructive 
reaty,  and  therefore,  if  any  motion  had 
leen  made  for  censuring  it,  I  should  have 
Qost  heartily  concurred ;  but  as  no  such 
notion  is  now  before  us,  I  shall  satisfy  my- 
elf  with  giving  a  negative  to  the  present 
[uestion.  In  Uiis,  I  hope  to  have  a  happi- 
less  I  have  been  for  many  years  very 
ittle  accustomed  to :  I  hope  to  have  the 
incurrence  of  a  great  majority  of  this 
louse ;  for  surely,  no  Lord  that  nears  me, 
an  be  under  the  least  difficulty  in  joining, 
rith  me  upon  this  occasion.  If  the  ques- 
ionhad  been  for  censuring  this  Treaty, 
tad  as  it  is,  some  Lords  might  have  found 
hemselves  under  difficulties :  they  might, 
>erhap8,  have  been  unwilling  to  censure 
rhat  nas  been  done  by  their  friends ;  but 
10  rule  of  friendship  can  lay  them  under  a 
tifficulty  in  giving  their  negative  to  the 
)resent  question^  It  is  only  refusing  to 
ipprove  of  what  they  tliink  does  not 
lesen^e  their  approbation;  and  to  ap- 
)rDve  with  our  hps,  ,of  what  we  in  our 
learts  despise,  is  the  part  of  a  flatterer,  not 
>f  a  friend. 

IheEBrlofCholmondtley.'  .. 

My  Lords ;  as  I  am  far  from  having  the 
east  doubt  of  our  right  to  a  free  navigation 
Q  the  American  seas,  or  of  our  right  to 
arry  in  our 'ships  what  goods  or  mer- 
^dize  we  think  proper,  from  one  part 
>f  bo  Majesty's  dominions  to  another,  I 
ery  much  approve  o^hat  the  noble  lord 
hat  spoke  fast  hath  said  in  vindication 
>f  these  our  rights;  but  from  his  having 
*een  at  the  pains  to  say  so  much  in  their 
indication,  1  am  persuaded  the  Spaniards 
Bay  have  something  to  say  against  them, 
•r  at  least  that  Uiey  may  havesome  reasons 
ooSeVf  why  we  should  agree  to  their  being 
iiid  under  some  regulations,  in  order  to  se- 
we  them  against  an  illicit  trade's  being 
arried  on  by  our  people  in  their  settle- 
ments; and  this  convinces  me,  that  our 
iisputes  upon  this  subject,  were  of  such  a 
mature,  as  could  not  be  fully  settled  by  a 
preliminary  treaty.  It  must  require  some 
ime  to  convince  the  Spanish  court,  that 
bese  our  rights  can  aomit  of  no  regula- 
ions,  especially  as  it  is  the  interest  of  the 
Spanish  governors  and  captains  of  ^uarda 
:osta8  in  America,  to  insist  upon  it  that 
bey  may ;  and  as  there  is  nothing  in  the 
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Convention  now  before  us  that  can  in  the 
least  dero^e  from  either  of  these  rights^ 
I  am  far  m>m  having  such  an  opinion  of  it 
as  some  noble  lords  have  been  pleased  to 
express.  On  the  contrary^  I  think  it  the 
most  we  could  expect  tn  so  short  a  time, 
and  therefore,  I  thought  the  least  I  could 
do,  was  to  move  for  an  address  in  the 
terms  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  propose. 

If  this  were  a  solemn  and  definitive 
treaty,  my  Lords,  there  might  be  some 
reason  for  saying,  that  it  did  not  come  up 
to  our  resolutions  and  address  of  last  ses* 
sion ;  but  as  it  is  only  a  preliminary  Con- 
ventioi^  and  as  by  this  preliminary  his 
Majesty  has  obtained,  by  peaceable  mea-> 
sures,  a  part  of  what  was  recommended  to 
him  last  session,  I  mean  reparation  for  our 
losses,  and  has,*  in  my  opinion,  laid  a 
foundation  for  obtaming,  by  the  same 
means,  all  that  waa  recommended  to  him  ; 
I  think  he  deserves  thanks  from  every  man 
who  delights  in  peace,  or  wishes  prosperity 
to  the  trade  ana  navigation  of  Great  Brw 
tain.  From  suph,  1  say,  ^e  deservea 
thanks ;  and  he  deserves  U  the  more»  oa 
account  of  his  having  obtained  those  terms 
by  peaceable  measures;,  for  though  th0 
fitting  out  of  squadrons  may  be  callad  war* 
like  preparations,  they  cannot  be  called 
warlike  measures;  and  whatever  other 
lords  may  think,  I  shall  always  be  of  opi« 
nion,  that,  in  time  of  peac^,  as  wefl  as  in 
time  of  war,  the  courts  we  negociate^with 
will  have  the  more  regard  to  what  we  pro- 
pose, when  they  know  we  are  ready  to 
back  our  proposals  with  a  well-disciphned 
army,  ana  a  powerful  fi^el  to  convey  that 
army  wherever  we  have  a  mind*  We  can^ 
it  is  true,  raise  armies  and  fit  out  squadrons 
whenever  we  please,  but  we  can  do  neither, 
in  an  instant ;  and  when  foreign  powerv 
know  that  we  have  none  such  ready,  they 
will  of  course  suppose  they  may  have  time 
to  prepare  for  their  defence,  before  we 
can  be  in  a  condition  to  attack  them; 
which  win  render  them  less  pliable  than 
they  would  be,  if  they  knew  that  the  im- 
meaiate  consequence  of  their  refusal  would 
be  a  powerful  invaBion  from  this  kingdom^ 
upon  some  part  of  theif^  territories. 

For  these  reasons,  my  Lords,  I  do  not 
think  the  motion  I  have  made  stands  much 
in  need  of  any  Amendment ;  but  if  the  no* 
ble  lord  that  spoke  last,  or  any  other  lord, 
will  please  to  propose  an  Amendment,  I 
shall  willingly  agree  to  it,  unless  it  appear 
to  be  a  very  unreasonable  one ;  for  all  that 
I  propose,  my  Lords,  is,  that  we  should 
make  such  a  complunent  upon  the  present 
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occasion  to  his  Majesty^  at  has  always 
been  usual  when  any  treaty,  convention  or 
negociation  has  been  laid  before  this 
House  by  the  King's  order.  This,  I 
think,  is  upon  all  such  occasions  neces- 
sary ;  but,  upon  the  present,  I  mutt  think 
it  more  necessary  than  upon  most  others ; 
because  his  Majesty's  success,  with  regard 
to  the  solemn  and  definitive  treaty,  which 
is  to  be  concluded  in  pursuance  of  this 
preliminary  Convention,  must  entirely  de- 
pend upon  the  respect  shewn  to  his  Ma- 
jesty by  his  parliament,  upon  this  occasion. 

TheEarlof  Chesterfield*: 

My  Lords ;  I  very  little  mind  the  Ad- 
dress proposed,  or  any  address  that  can 
be  proposed  upon  this  occasion :  nor  am  I 
unoer  the  least  conceiyi,  whether  you 
amend  it  or  no ;  for  I  shall' be  against  it, 
however  amended.  I  think  this  Conven- 
tion the  most  inglorious,  the  most  perni- 
cious that  this  nation  ever  made;  and 
therefore  I  shall  be  against  any  thin^  that 
may  seem  to  insinuate  the  i^probation  of 
this  House.  We  are  sworn  to  be  fiiithfiil 
coimsellors  to  his  Majesty,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  deceiving  him,  it  would  be  a 
breach  of  our  honour,  a  breach  of  our  oath, 
to  present  to  his  Majesty  an  Address  that 
may  bear  the  most  oistant  resemblance  of 
an  approbation  of  such  a  treaty.  I  do  not 
know  who  were  the  authors  of  it ;  and 
therefore  I  cannot  condemn  the  Conven- 
tion because  of  the  authors ;  but  I  must 
condemn  the  authors,  be  they  who  they 
will,  because  of  the  Convention.  But,  my 
Lords,  though  I  do  not  know  who  were 
the  authors,  I  know  who  were  not :  I  know 
his  Majesty  was  not :  I  know  he  would 
never  have  approved  of  it,  if  matters  had 
not  been  egregiously  misrepresented  to 
him.  It  is  not^  my  Lords,' to  the  King, 
we  are  to  shew  our  respect  by  an  address 


•  <<  The  earl  of  Chesterfield  spoke  against 
Ibis  warlike  peace,  as  he  called  it,  with  great 
force  of  argumeDt,  as  well  as  eloquence  and 
wit.  He  probably  was  animated  by  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  assisted  at 
the  debate,  and  thought  proper,  in  an  affair 
which  so  nearly  affcrtf'd  the  glory  of  the  na- 
tion, to  vote,  for  the  first  time,  and  to  divide 
with  the  opposition .  This  speech  of  lord  Ches- 
terfield is  one  of  those  which  were  chosen  by 
JRousset  to  be  inserted  in  his  RecueiJ,  as  con- 
taining the  principal  arguments  urged  by  the 
English  in  support  of  their  pretensions ;  but 
the  translation  is  by  no  means  worthy  of  the 
ori«rina!."  Dr.  Maty's  Memoirs  of  Lord  Ches- 
terfield. 
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upon  this  occasion  :  it  is  to  his  mioi^Urn ; 
for  I  must  always  look  upon  addresses  that 
seem  to  insinuate  an  approbation  of  public 
measures,  as  addresses  made  to  the  uiois- 
ters  who  advised  and  conducted  th(M 
measures.  It  is  not  therefore  to  the  King, 
but  to  his  ministers,  that  we  are  to  sb€w 
our  respect  upon  this  occasion ;  and  tk 
only  method  by  which  we  can  regain  fruQ 
foreign  nations,  that  respect  which  is  dv 
to  this,  and  that  which  we  have  forfetkd 
by  our  late  conduct,  especiallj  bj  our 
agreeing'to  this  Convention,  would  be  to 
shew  no  respect  to  those  that  made  it,  but 
to  censure  it,  and  then  address  bis  Majev 
ty,  to  know  who  had  advised  it  ih» 
would  be  shewing  a  due  respect  to  our  so- 
vereign, and  a  due  respect  to  our  own  Ik^ 
nour.  As  for  bur  success,  with  regard  to 
the  solemn  and  definitive  treaty,  that  is  t* 
be  concluded  in  pursuance  of  this  prelimi* 
naiy  Convention,  I  hope  we  shall  hsje 
none ;  I  would  disappoint  it  if  possible ;  tor 
I  am  sure  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  aa  hh 
nourable  treaty,  in  pursuance  of  wsk  i 
dishonotirable  prelimmary. 

Last  session  of  parliament,  my  Lord*. 
we  strengthened  the  hands  of  the  crovr 
in  a  most  extraordinary  manner:  we  pu 
it  in  the  power  of  the  crown  to  obtain  &• 
tisfaction,  reparation  and  security,  byforcf 
of  arms,  if  they  could  not  be  obtained  hi 
peaceable ,  means ;  but  no  proper  use  hk 
been  mad&of  the  extraordinary  powers  vt 
then  granted.  Great  fleets  ha?e,  indeed, 
been  fitted  out :  the  nation  has  been  pot 
to  great  expence,  our  seamen  barrasei^i 
and  our  trade  interrupted :  from  tbt« 
mighty  preparations  the  nation  expectci! 
great  things ;  but  th^  Spaniards  knew  bet- 
ter :  the^  knew  the  instructions  given  to 
our  formidable  squadrons ;  or  at  lea^  tber 
judged  of  them  from  former  experience. 
They  knew  our  fleets  were  directed  by  the 
same  counsels  they  have  been  for  set  en! 
years  past,  and  therefore  they  condaded, 
they  were  furnished  with  the  same  haim- 
less  instructions.  We  had  before  sent  s 
fleet  to  Carthagena,  where  it  lay  peaceab^ 
for  several  months,  an  over-mntch  tar 
Spain,  but  an  cnequal  match  for  the  worn* 
and  climate.  We  had  before  sent  a  fleet 
to  Gibraltar,  when  it  was  actually  besiep 
by  the  Spaniards ;  but  that  fleet  was  do: 
to  attack  or  annoy  them:  no,  it  w«»s<^ 
civil  as  to  open  to  right  and  left*  sod  let 
provisions  pass  through  for  the  enemy  | 
besieging  army :  nay,  it  seems,  they J^u 
instructions  not  even  to  protect  our  trw. 
for  some  of  our  merchant-ships  were  tii<* 
under  their  rezy  nose. 
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Our  fleets  tent  out  last  sununer^  my 
Lords,  now  appear  to  have  had  the  same 
lort  of  mstructiona.     We  may  judge  of 
the  instructions  given  to  that  sent  to  the 
West  Indies,  from  an  accident  that  hap- 
pened.   One  blunt  English  ca{)tain  that 
was  sent  out  upon  a  cruise,  imagining  that 
his  country  was  not  put  to  the  cxpence  of 
Fending  out  fleets  to  do  nothing,  happened 
to  meet  with  a  Spanish  register-ship,  which 
he  took  and  brought  into  Jamaica,  as  a 
lawful  prize ;   but  the  commodore  knew 
the  secret :  he  knew  we  were  not  to  take, 
but  in  the  most  humble  manner  to  sue  for 
ntisfaction  and  justice ;   and  therefore  he 
ordered  the  captain  not  only  to  set  his  prize 
at  liberty,  but  to  convoy  her  back,  with 
great  respect,  to  the  latitude  in  which  he 
took  her.    Our  squadron  sent  to  the  Me- 
diterranean could  have  no  warlike  instruc- 
tions; because  they  could  do  no  harm  to 
Spain,  unless  it  haii  been  to  make  prize  of 
iome  of  their  fishing-boats,  or  ooastins- 
barks :  they  bad  no  knd-forces  on  board, 
nor  were  provided  with  any  thing  proper 
for  annoying  any  Spanish  town  or  village 
ipon  the  sea  coast.    None  of  our  fleets 
therefore  could  give  the  least  weight  to 
Dur  negociatlons :    they  could  serve  for 
nothing,  but  to  confirm  the  Spaniards  in 
the  contemptible  opinion  they  have  long 
mtertained  of  us;   and  the  consequence  I 
ire  iind  is  agreeable.    We  have  obtained 
10  satisfaction  for  the  many  indignities  that 
liave  been  put  upon  us ;  it  does  not  appear 
iiat  we  ever  asked  for  if.  We  haveobtained 
10  reparation  for  our  losses,  but  what  was 
before  agreed  to  by  Spain,  or  what  one 
)art  of  our  own  people  must  make  to  the 
>ther.    And  we  nave  obtained  no  security 
or  our  trade  or  navigation :  that  we  have 
efl  entirely  to  our  j^enipotentiaries ;  and 
hey  are  such  plenipotentiaries,  as,  f  be  • 
iero,  no  nation  in  the  world  would  have 
trusted  with  an  aflair  of  such  consequence ; 
or  I  do  not  know  that  either  of  them  has 
)ae  shilling's  worth  estate  in  any  part  of 
MS  Majesty's  dominions,  to  answer  for  any 
nalversations  or  breaches  of  &ith  they 
oay  be  guilty  of. 

1  am  surprized  any  lord  should  imagine, 
re  have  eot  as  ample  satisfaction  as  we 
»uld  insist  on.  My  Lords,  the  word  *  sa- 
tisfaction* ought  not  to  be  mentioned  by 
tny  one  tliat  talks  in  favour  of  this  Con- 
ention :  we  have  got  none.  Has  Spain 
igreed  to  punish  or  deliver  up  any  one  of 
ts  governors  or  captains^  that  have  so 
^ellv  used  our  seamen  ?  This  alone  can 
>«  calied  satisfiwtion ;  and  this  we  were 


afraid  to  ask.     We  have  not  so  much  as 
^ot,  by  this  Convention,  anv  reparation 
for  our  losses ;  and  yet  we  have  by  this 
Convention  given  the  Spaniards  a  general 
release.    My  Lords,  I  shall  shew  uiat  we 
have  got  no  reparation,  but  what  Spain 
had  before  agreed  to  give,  or  what  one 
part  of  our  own  people  must  make  to  the 
other ;  and  in  order  to  do  this,  1  must  exa* 
mine  the  just  demands,  which,  it  is  said, 
Spain  had  upon  us.    The  only  demands  i 
ever  heard  of  are,  that  which  relates  to  the 
ships  we  took  from  them  in  the  Mediterra« 
nean  in  1718 ;   and  that  which  relates  to 
the  ship   they   call   the  Santa  llieresa, 
which  was  seized  at  Dublin  in  17S5.     If 
there  are  any  other,  I  wish  the  noble  Lords 
who  talk  so  much  in  favour  of  the  Con- 
vention, would  mention  and  explain  them. 
Now,  niy  Lords,  with  regard  to  the  ships 
we  tbok  from  them  in  1718, 1  must  insist 
upon  it,  that  they  were  justly  taken,  and 
were  lawful  prize.     But  as  we,  by  the 
treaty  of  1721,  agreed  to  restore  them,  let 
us  examine  the  words  of  that  treaty,  in 
order  to  see  whether  we  have  not  long 
since  complied,  as  far  as  we  were  obliged, 
with  the  terms  of  that  treaty.     The  words 
of  the  5th  Article  of  that  Treaty  are, 
**  That  his  Britannic  Majesty  shall  cause 
to  be  restored  to  his  Catholic  majesty^  all 
the  ships  of  the  Spanish  fleet  which  were 
taken  oy  that  of  England,  in  the  naval 
battle  fought  in  the  seas  of  Sicily  in  1718, 
with  the  guns  and  other  equipage,  in  the 
condition  they  are  at  present,  or  else  the 
value  of  those  that  may  have  been  sold,  at 
the  same  price  that  the  purchasers  shall 
have  given.*'    These  are  the  words  of  the 
treaty ;  and  in  pursuance  of  this,  his  Ca- 
tholic majesty  sent  commissaries  to  Port 
Mahon,  where  all  these  ships  were,  except 
one,  for  I  never  heard  that  any  more  of 
them  were  sold ;   and  the  ships  were  ac- 
cordingly, by  his  Majesty's  orders,  ofiered 
to  be  delivered  to  these  commissanea,  with 
their  guns  and  other  equipage,  in  the  con- 
dition they  were  then  in,  which  was  all 
we  were  obliged  to ;  but  the  commissaries 
refused  to  accept  of  them,  because  they 
were  in  a  decayed  condition,  and  imflt  for 
service.     Therefore,  if  these  ships  were 
not  restored,  it  was  the  king  of  Spain's 
own  fault ;   for  we  performed  all  that  was 
incumbent  upon  us,  by  the  treaty  of  1721 ; 
except  as  to  what  related  to  the  ship  that 
had  been  sold,  and  that  ship  having  been 
sent  to  Spain  by  those  that  purchased  her, 
after  they  bad  fitted  her  up  for  service,  at 
a   very   great   expence,   the   Spaniards 
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thought  fit  to  seize  her,  by  which  the^ 
gave  us  a  claisi  upon  them,  ia^tead  of  their 
having  any  upon  us,  on  account  of  that 
ship ;  for  we  were  obliged  to  account  for 
her  only  at  the  price  at  which  she  was 
sold,  whereas,  when  they  seized  her,  ahe 
was  worth  a  great  deal  more. 

From  hence  it  appears,  my  Lords,  that 
they  could  have  no  just  demand  upon  us, 
on  account  of  any  obligations  we  laid  our* 
selves  under  by  the  treaty  1721.  And  with 
respe9t  to  the*  ship  they  called  the  Santa 
Theresa,  it  is  well  Known,  that  she  was  one 
of  those  many  British  ships  that  have  been 
c?  late  most  unjustly  seized  and  confiscated 
by  the  Spaniards;  and  as  she  happened  to 
be  sent  upon  a  voyage  to  Dublin  by  some 
Spanish  merchants,  the  former  owner  be- 
ing there  at  the  time,  immediately  disco- 
vered her  to  be  his  ship  ;  and  he  having 
applied  to  the  government  there,  and  fuUy 
proved  his  property,  we  could  not  refuse 
to  do  justice  to  our  own  people  in  our. own 
ports ;   tliough  we  have  for  many  years 

-  neglected  to  obtain  justice  for  them  from 
the  Spaniards;  but  if  we  consider  the  Con- 
vention, we  shall  find,  that  the  value  of 
this  ship  is  not  to  be  included  in  the 
60,000/.  demand,  which  they  make  upon 
tts ;  for  by  the  second  separate  Article, 
tills  ship  is  to  be  referred  to  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries, and  if  they  should  ffive  it  against 
«iB,  the  value  of^  her  is  still  to  be  accounted 
for,  or  to  be  allowed  in  whole,  or  in  part, 
as  a  compensation  for  tlie  British  ship 
called  The  Success,  the  restitution  of 
which  is  stipulated  by  the  same  Article. 

^  I  hope  1  have  now  shewn  that  the  Spa- 
niards nad  no  just  demands  upon  us ;  and 
/  therefore,  I  cannot  comprehend  how  any 
JjBtd  can  talk  of  the  mutual  demands  that 
were  between  the  two  nations.  My  Lords, 
there  were  no  mutual  demands :  the  de- 
inands  were  all  of  our  side :  we  had  taken 
great  care  they  should  have  no  demands 
i^n  us ;   for  to  our  Christian  'patience 

*  and  long  suffering,  we  added  a  (Christian 
sort  of  revenge.  We  heaped,  coals  of  fire 
upon  their  heads,  by  returning  them  many 
good  offices  for  many  injuries  received; 
but  whatever  Christianity  may  teach  with 
regard  to  private  life,  I  am  sure  it  incul- 
cates no  such  doctrines  with  regard  to  the 
behaviour  of  nations  or  ffoveniments  to- 
wards one  another ;  and  I  have  good  rea- 
son to  believe,  that  those  who  have  been 
the  chief  authors  of  our  political  tameness 
and  submission,  were  no  way  influenced 
by  any  Christian  motives. 
I  shall  Dowj  my  Lordsj  coosidc^  the  4«- 
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maads  wb  bad  upon  l^poin;  and  hat  I 
must  observe,  that  the  demands  of  out 
merchaau  for  ships  plundered  or  wonA 
by  the  Spaniards,  be£sre  our  conunissarics 
retumea  from  Spain,  which  is  three  or 
four    ye^rs   since,    amounted  to    abovt 
400,0002.  whidi  sum  was  reckoned  as  the 
value  of  what  was  taken  or  phindered  st 
prime   cost ;    for  if  our  meicfaants  had 
valued  it  at  what  they  mig|ith«re  aoldtlie 
cai^oes   for  at  market,  it  iroiild   hsit 
amounted  to  above  500,00alL  besides  tha 
dama^  they  su&red  by  the  mterrupdoa 
of  their  trad^raisinff  the  premiuma  uponjn* 
surance,  and  loss  of  ships,  two  of  wludi  we 
had  an  account  of  from  the  gentlemen  i  bat 
were  examined  at  our  bar,  besides  many 
others  diat  were  never  heard  of;  some  of 
which  there  is  gr^  reason   to  suspect 
were  taken  by  Spanish  Guards  Costas,  and 
the  ships,  with  every  living  soul  on  boaxd, 
sent  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  after  those 
pirates  had  gutted  them  of  all  they  tfaougfat 
fit  for  their   purpose,      Thererore,   the 
amount  of  our  real  damages,  and  conse- 
quently of  our  real  demands  upon  Spain, 
at  the  time  our  commissaries  left  that  king- 
dom,  was.  at  least  500,000L  sterling ;   and 
as  the  Spaniards  have  taken  and  plundered 
a  great  mamr  of  our  ships  since  that  time, 
our  demanils  upon   then^   for  dsmsges, 
without   -reckonmg    costs,    must     have 
amounted  to  a  great  deal  above  BOO JOOOl* 
at  the  time  we  begian  to  negpriaf^  this 
Convention ;  for  if  to  this  we  should  add 
our  costs,  I  mean  the  estraordinsry  ex- 
pence  the  nation  hiias  been  put  to  by  their 
obstinate  refusal  of  justice,  our  demands 
upon  them  at  that  time,  would  amoont,  I 
believe,  to  at  least  a  million  sterline,  with- 
out one  shilling's  worth  of  a  just  oemand 
upon  their  side;  and  this  whole  demand  we 
hav^,  by  this  Convention,  released,  for  the 
sum  of  27,000^.  which  is  less  than  the  kii^ 
of  Spain  himself  had  allowed  (before  this 
Convention  was  thought  of)  to  be  justly 
due  to  us,  as  I  shall  presently  make  mp- 
pear. 

My  Lords,  the  value  put  by  our  com* 
missaries  on  the  demands  of  our  mer- 
chants, is  what  I  have  not  the  least  regard 
to.  The^  seem  to  have  been  Spanish,  an4 
not  English  commissaries,  it  js  true,  they 
reduced  the  demands  of  our  merchants 
to  200,0002.  but  they  bad  not  the  lead 
reason  for  what  they  did.  One  of  them 
that  was  examined  at .  our  barj  could 
not  jgive  the  l^ast  shadow,  of  reason  for 
making  any  reduction,  and  much  le^ 
•for  nu&mg  such  ^  Cji^ocdinygr  nriuc* 
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u  Frm  wliat  he  Md,  we  may  judge 
r  they  lumped  things  in  favour  of 
lio.  H^  tola  uBy  that  for  aboot  twenty 
ipSy  that  evenihey  aHewed  to  have  been 
9stly  seized,  they  kimped  them  at  IQOL 
ipce,  thougjk  «v^  one  knows,  that  no 
q>,  proper  for  sailing  on  -seas  where 
lados,  tempests,  and  hurricanes  are  frei- 
»t,  ean^be  built  and  fitted  out  for  1002. 
^t  reckomng  the  seamen's  cloaths, 
visions,  and  other  things  that  must  be 
botf  d.  From  hence  we  may  see,  they 
leresoked  to  reduce  the  aemaodsef- 
ir  countrymen  as  low  as  possible.  Froas 
gun  they  could  h«re  instructions  for  this, 
ismiot  imagine:  1  am  sure  it  was  not 
n  his  Majesty;  and  if  they  received 
ik  instructions  from  any  of  his  ministers, 
(f  ought  not  to  have  comjilied  with 
m':  it  was  betraying  his  Majesty,  an4« 
ja&dDg  the  interest  of  his  people,  to 
iselfish  yiews  of  some  of  Ins  ministers. 
Pkit  even  this  sum  of  200^0002.  the  court 
rSpainwas  reiolved,  it  seems,  not  to 
^  good;  and  as  our  ministers  were,  it 
ysiM,  molved  to  have  a  treaty  at  any 
Mi^itbecane necessary  for  them  to  reduce 
lisvm.  For  this  purpose,  we  have  ai- 
red of  a  demand  of  60,000/.  which  the 
■aisrds  mad^  upon  us,  though  they  had 
1^  as  I  have  shewn,  the  least  pretence 
f  making  such  a  demand.  This  reduced 
1 200,000£.  to  140,000^  Well,  but  even 
p  sum  of  140,000/.  the  court  of  Spain 
^ised  to  pay ;  therefore  we  allowed  tnem 
deduct  45,000/.  for  prompt  payment. 
Sbatever  othier  lords  may  think,  I  must 
iak,  an  allowance  of  .near  <me  third  of 
s  sum  due,  is  a  pretty  extraordinary  al- 
mace  for  prompt  payment;  especially, 
iim  that  whicli  is  cculed  promjpt  pay- 
Wt,  is-only  a  ^promise  to  pay  m  four 
pDths.  1  have  'oflen,  my  Lords,  heard  of 
i  aUowance  made  for  prompt  payment, 
lien  money  ia  paid  beiore  it  is  due  by 
w  or  custom;  J)ut  I  never  heard  that  the 
Kditor  made  an  allowance  for  prompt 
lyment  when  he  gave  his  debtor  foqr 
oaths  forbearance :  the  allowance  is  then 
nerally  of  the  other  side.  This  was  the 
m  between  Spain  and  us.  The  money 
as  due,  and  immediately  payable  both  by 
w  and  custom;  ^erefore  tney  should  have 
ade  us  an  allowance  for  forbearance,  in- 
ead  of  our  making  them  an  allowance  for 
R>U)pt  payment.  What  necessity,  what 
Uigation,  could  we  lie  under  to  accept  of 
nignments  upon  his  Catholic  Majesty^s  re* 
pnues  in  New  Spain  ?  It  would  have  been 
>iicabusto#cceptof  any  such;  because 
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we  knew,  by  oxperioBoe,  ikof  were  faoA 
itft  nothing* 

However,  mj  Lords,  every  j^eteoee  wm 
to  be  admitted,  that  could  be  made,  for  di^ 
miaishing  the  sum  due  to  us  from  Spai»t 
therefore  diis  allowaope  lor  prompt  payv- ' 
ment  was  admitted  <^,  and,  this  redueoA 
the  140,000/.  to  95fiO0L  JBut  still  thk 
sum  was  too  large :  the  court  of  fifusm 
would  not  so  much  as  pronaise  to  pay  eye» 
this  sum :  therefore,  wna|;  our  nw>ciatora 
had  already  allowed,  ibr  whs^a  knoir* 
prompted  Uiem  to  set  up  a  meet  unjqst 
claim  of  QSfiOOL  against  our  South  &»» 
Company ;  and  though  the  Spaniards  aro^ 
by  their  own  acknowledgment^  indebted 
to  our  South  Sea  Company  in  a  muck 
larger  sura,  yet  it  was  agreed,  that  this 
68,000/.  aik&M  be  immediately  paid  by 
the  company  to  the  king  of  Spain ;  and 
this  immediate  payment  was  made  the  fua^ 
damantal  article  of  the  Convention ;  for 
thf  king  of  Spain's  protestation  ^  deolaraF 
tion,  I  must,  and  I  am  convinced  the  court  of 
Spain  will,  consider  as  a  conditifm  finf  qua 
non  ;  and  our  agreeing  to  accept  of  any 
treaty  under  such  a  condition,  is  the  mora 
extraordiniury,  for  that  it  was  done  by  esie' 
who  was  the  company's  servant,  and  at 
that  very  time  entrusted  with  the  managOv 
ment  of  their  affiurs  at  that  court. 

We  may  now  see,  my  Lords,  what  rev 
paration  thf  king  of  Spain  has,  by  this 
Convention,  agr^  to  make  us.  He  has 
agreed  to  make  a  stipulated  payment  of 
95,000/.  to  us  in  four  montlu,  provided 
our  South  Sea  Company  make  an  immer 
diate  present  to  him  of  68,000/.  so  that  ha 
is  to  pay  to  us  but  27,000/f  «Mit  pf  his  own 
pocket,  which  is  a  less  sum  than  he  had 
acknowledged  to  be  due  to  us,  before  this 
Convention  was  thought  of;  because,  be- 
fore this  Convention  was  thought  of,  ha 
had  acknowledged,  that  the  five_  ships, 
mentioned  in  the  4t}i  article,  were  UPJustly 
seized,  and  had  actually  sent  orders  to 
New  Spain  for  their  restitution;  and  th# 
value  of  these  five  ships  will,  I  am  surot 
amount  to  more  than  27,000/.  Nay,  if  m 
pursuance  of  these  orders  they  have  beeii 
restored,  which,  indeed,  I  believe,  we  have 
no  reason  to  apprehend,  I  do  not  knew 
but  we  may  be  brought  4  or  5,000/.  .in 
debt ;  for  by  that  article,  the  whole,  or  any 
part  of  them,  that  shall  appear  to  bavf 
been  restored,  is  to  be  repaid  br  us. 

Let  .us  now  see,  my  Lords,  what  ropastr 
tion  we  have  obtained,  by  thu  Conventimi,' 
Our  plundered  merchants  are,  indeed,  ta 
have  1^5,000/.  diviAsd  among  iham,  th« 
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«a]ari68y  fees  and  perijaUites  of  those  who 
sre  to  make  the  division,  being  first  de-' 
i^Qcted  ;  and  this  they  are  to  have  as  a  full 
•aatisfaction  for  their  dam^es,  which 
amount  to  more  than  500,000^  But  how 
is  this  ISSfiOOl.  to  be  raised?  Why 
WfiOOL  of  it  must  be  raised  by  a  tax 
upon  our  own  people,  or  by  making  a  new 

'  encroachment  upon  our  sinking  fund; 
eSfiOOl*  another  part  of  it,  is  to  be  raised 
by»or  rather  taken  by  violence  from  our 

'  own  South  Sea  Company;  and  the  re- 
maining 27>00O/.  is  to  be  naid  to  us  by  the 
king  of  Spain,  which  is  a  less  sum  than  he 
had  acknowledged  to  be  due  to  us,  before 
this  Convention  was  thought  of.    I  beg 

•  pardon,  my  Lords,  for  detaining  you  so 
long  upon  this  head ;  but  as  this  treaty 
seems  to  have  been  artfully  calculated  for 
palming  a  sham  reparation  upon  the  na- 
tion, I  was  obliged  to  examine  it  to  the 
bottom,  in  order  to  detect  the  artifices  that 
-have  been  made  use  of  for  covering  the 
deceit. 

Now,  my  Lords,  with  regard  to  our 
future  security,  we  have  been  so  negligent 
of  it  in  this  preliminary  treaty,  that  we 
have  not  so  much  as  obtained  from  the 
Spaniards  a  suspension  of  their  wonted 
depredations.  Where  Spain  is' to  be  a 
gainer  by  a  suspension,  there  it  is  expressly 
stipulated ;  but  where  we  are  to  be  gain- 
ers, it  is  entirely  neglected.  We  have 
promised  to  suspend  m  fortifications  and 
improvements  m  Georgia  and  Carolina; 
but  Spain  has  not  promised  to  suspend 
searching  our  ships,  and  confiscating  them 
upon  fiivolous  pretences.  For  this  neg- 
lect, a  learned  lord  has  found  out  a  most 
ingenious  excuse :  he  has  told  us,  that  if 
we  had  stipulated  any  such  suspension,  it 
would  have  imported  an  acknowleclgment 
of  their  right  to  search  and  confiscate. 
How' this  may  be  in  law,  Tdo  not  know; 
but  I  do  not  think  it  agreeable  to  common 
sense.  I  cannot  think,  that  my  exacting 
a  promise  from  a  man  to  suspend  doing 
mean  injury,  is  the  least  acknowledgment, 

.that  he  has  a  right  to  do  me  an  injury. 
But  if  a  suspension  could  be  any  way  un- 
derstood to  be  an  acknowledgment  of  their 
right  to  search  and  confiscate  our  ships, 
the  allowing  them  to  continue  the  prac- 
tice, must  be  a  more  direct,  and,  I  am 
sure,  a  more  hurtful  sort  of  acknowledg- 
ment. Therefore,  I  must  look  upon  this 
neglect  in  the  preliminary  Convention,  as 
a  bad  omen,  with  respect  to  the  definitive 
treaty.  The  time,  it  is  true,  in  which  this 
definitive  treaty  is  to  be  settled,  is  but 
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eight  months :  they  cannot,  perlii^  do 
us  any  great  injury  in  that  time ;  bat  ths: 
term  may  be  renewed,  may  be  often  re* 
ilewed,  1  believe  it  will  be  renewed  from 
time  to  time,  as  long  as  some  pecnle  have 
any  influence  in  Our  councils ;  tor  I  do 
not  believe  it  will  ever  be  in  their  power 
to  make  the  Spaniards  give  up  any  right 
they  pretend  to ;  and  no  British  miniister 
will  ever  dare  to  grant  them,  by  a  solemn 
treaty,  a  right  to  search  British  ships  oa 
the  open  seas«  or  a  right  to  presGiibe  to 
his  Majesty's  subjects  what  sort  of  goods 
they  shall  be  allowed  to  carry  in  their  shipf 
from  one  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominiom 
to  another.  For  this  reason,  I  do  not 
know,  but  that  our  negociations  for  a  deft- 
nitive  treaty  may  last  as  long  as  our  nego- 
ciations for  this  preliminary  have  con- 
tinned,  which  I  must  look  on  to  be  at 
least  ten  years ;  for  these  renewids  or  con- 
tinuations may  be  safely  agreed  to,  be- 
cause they  will  not  be  mu<£  takm  notice 
of,  or  resented  by  the  peofJe;  and  daring 
that  whole  time,  the  Spaniards  are  to  coa- 
tinue  to  exercise  a  most  unjust  encroach- 
ment upon  us,  while  we  must  continue  to 
suspend  the  natural  right  we  have  to  fbrtity 
and  improve  our  own  dominions. 

As  for  the  pretence,  my  Lords,  that 
the  Spaniards  have  given  up  their  right  xts 
search  oi^  confiscate  our  snips,  and  hare 
acknowledged  themselves  in  the  wrong, 
by  agreeing  to  pay  us  damages  and  costs 
I  have  already  shewn  that  they  have  no^ 
agreed,  by  this  treaty,  to  pay  us  aov 
damages,  but  what  they  had  before  ac- 
knowledged to  be  due ;  and  I  was  sur- 
prized to  hear  a  learned  lord,  who  cer- 
tainly understands  what  is  meant  by 
damages  and  costs,  so  far  mistake  th« 
matter,  as  to  say,  the  Spaniards  hsre 
agreed  to  pay  costs.  Our  costs  are  the 
expences  the  nation  was  put  to  in  warlike 
preparations  last  summer,  which  the  Spa- 
niards have  not  agreed  to  pay  one  shilling 
of;  for  whether  those  preparations  are  to 
he  called  warlike  measures  or  not,  they 
certainly  cost  us  a  great  deal  of  money: 
and  in  all  nations  but  this,  they  look  mighty 
like  war:  even  in  this,  till  within  these 
twenty  years,  they  have  generally  been  the 
certain  harbinger  of  war ;  and  will  be  so 
again,  as  soon  as  we  begin  to  have  a  regard 
to  our  character  abroad,  or  our  ceconomv 
at  home. 

My  Lords,  I  have  this  day,  and  upon 
this  occasion,  heard  a  distinction  made  bv 
a  learned  lord,  between  a  right,  and  the 
enjoyment  of  a  right  .  What  the  nobk 
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I.  meant  by  his  distinction^  I  cannot 
oprehend :  for  it  is  a  distinction  which, 
joofessy  I  do.  not  understand.  I  am 
e  no  right  is  good  for  any  thing  unless 
le  enjoyedy  nor  farther  than  it  is  en- 
ed;  and  I  must  tliink,  that  whilst  a 
Q  prevents  my  enjoying 'inv  right,  he, 
tliat  time  at  least,  takes  from  me  the 
lit  itself.  But  after  the  noble  lord  had 
de  this  incomprehensible  distinction,  I 
( amazed  to  hear  him  say,  there  is  no 
tter  of  right  now  in  dispute  between 
tin  and  us.  Do  not  they  say,  they  have 
^ht  to  search  our  ships  on  the  open 
B  ?  It  does  not  signify  to  us  what  fri- 
ous  pretence  they  found  that  right 
lu :  they  do  pretend  to  it,  they  have 
oyed  it,  by  our  tameness,  for  too  many 
ITS.  Do  not  they  say,  they  have  a 
ht  to  seize  and  confiscate  our  ships,  if 
<j  find  any  gold,  silver,  logwood,  cocoa, 
other  goods  on  board,  which  they  are 
lased  to  call  the  produce  of  their  set- 
ments  in  America?  It  signifies  nothing 
IDS,  what  reason  they  give  for  setting  up 
pfa  a  claim  :  they  do  pretend,  to  it,  and 
ire  actually  exercised  this  right,  even 
loe  this  treaty  was  first  set  on  foot ;  for 
tr  seized  captain  Vaughan's  ship  on  the 
ui  of  June  last,  and  have  since  con- 
mned  her,  for  no  other  reason,  but  be- 
use  of  her  having  some  goods  on  board, 
lich,  they  said,  was  the*producfe  of  their 
tdements,  though  it  appeared  that  he 
i  taken  them  m  at  Jamaica.  These, 
f  Lords,  are  matters  of  right,  which,  I 
ipe,  our  ministers  dispute,  with  them :  I 
ne  no  British  minister  will  ever  dare  to 
dd  to  them  in  either  of  these  respects, 
lid,  on  the  other  hand,  do  not  we  say, 
B  have  a  right  to  a  free  navigation  in  the 
nerican  seas  ?  Do  not  the  Spaniards 
»y  we  have  any  such  right  ?  Do  not 
ley  expressly  say,  we  have  no  right  to 
ly  navigation  in  those  seas,  but  such  as 
ley  have  granted  us  by  treaty  ?  And  that, 
iQr  say,  is  only  to  and  from  our  ^own 
donies,  whilst  our  ships  steer  a  direct 
lurse ;  which  they,  as  sovereigns  of  the 
merjcan  seas,  are  to  be  the  only  judges 
I  This  is  the  meanmg  th.ey  put  on  the 
ih  Article  of  the  treaty  of*^  1670,  which 
rery  man  must  be  convinced  of,  that  has 
m  M.  de  la  Quadra's  letter  to  Mr. 
^eene,  of  the  10th  of  February  was  a 
relvemonth  :  his  words  are,  afler  having 
i?en  an  abstract  of  that  Article,  «  That 
wse  words  plainly  shew  the  little  grounds 
fjhe  proposition  you  have  advanced,  that 
&  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects  have  a 


right  to  a  free  commerce  and  navigation 
in  the  West-Indies,  the  only  navigation 
that  can  be  claimed  by  them,  being  that 
to  their  islands  and  plantations,  whilst 
they  steer  a  due  course ;  and  their  ships 
are  liable  to  seizure  and  confiscation,  ithi 
be  proved  that  they  have  altered  their  route, 
witnout  necessity,  in  order  to  draw  near 
to  the  Spanish  coasts."  This,  it  is  true^ 
my  Loros,  is  a  most  false  and  ridiculous 
interpretation  of  that  Article ;  but.  thif 
they  have  been. prompted  to  insist  on  by 
our  tameness,  and  by  our  puzzling  the  casa 
with  our  negociations. 

From  hence  we  must  see,  my  Lords^ 
that  there  are  rights  of  great  importancii 
in  dispute  between  Spain  and  us.  Thej 
pretend  to  rights  wnich  we  can  never 
admit  of,  as  long  as  we  possess  a  foot  of 
ground,  or  have  any  trade  in  the  West- 
Indies;  and  they  aeny  us  a  right  that 
every  free  state  in  the  world  has  a  just 
title  to  by  the  laws  of  nature  and  nations ; 
and  I  will  venture  to  prophesy,  that,  with* 
out  a  war,  they  will  never  give  up  th« 
former,  nor  acknowledge  the  latter.  We 
may  negociate  as  long  as  we  please  :  we 
may  conclude  sham  treaties  and  Conven- 
tions, as  temporary  expedients  for  amus^ 
ing  our  owii  people ;  but,  from  our  late 
conduct,  they  have  conceived  such  a  con* 
temptible  opinion  of  us,  that  we  must  noir 
fight  them  before  we  can  expect  any  jus- 
tice or  satisfaction  from  them.  This  must 
at  last  be  the  case ;  but  when  this  hap^ 
pens,  it  will  not  be  those  wlio  then  advice 
a  war,  but  those,  who  by  their  pusil- 
lanimous conduct  have  made  it  necessary, 
that  ought  to  be  blamed  for  havuigled  the 
nation  into  a  war.  If  we  had  properly 
resented  the  first  insult,  and  had  ]^reii]|>- 
torUy  insisted  upon  full  satisfaction,,  we 
might  have .  obtained  it  by  peaceable 
means ;  but  now  I  am  afraid  it  is  become 
impossible :  we  must  go  to  war  before  we. 
can  expect  either  satisfitction  or  quiet; 
and  when  we  do,  I  hope  it  will  be  con-, 
ducted  with  wisdom  and  .vigour  ;  for  if  we 
shew  the  same  irresolute  conduct  in  war, 
we  have  lately  done  in  peace,  if  we  seem 
afraid  of  hurting  tiie  enemy  too  much,  like 
a  senseless  and  spiritless  animal  fallen  inta 
a  mire,  Uie  longer  we  struggle,  the  deeper 
we  shdl  sink,  and  may,  at  last,  come  to 
be  suffocated  in  the  mud :  whereas,  by  a 
bold  and  vigorous  push  at  first  we  might 
have  got  through  the  quagmire,  and 
thrown  ourselves  safe  upon  the  opposite 
shore. 

Having  now  shewn^  that  our  right  to  a 
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free  lumgatioii  in  the  Americati  seas,  is 
ene  of  those  rights  that  is  disputed  b^ 
Spaiii,  we  must  from  thence  ctfndude,  it 
is  one  of  those  rights,  that  is  by  this  Con- 
tention to  be  regukted  by  plenipoten- 
tiaries. That  is  to  say,  my  Lords,  it  is  to 
be  given  up  by  our  plenipotentiaries  ;  for 
If  it  be  regulated,  it  must  be  destroyed : 
erery  regmation  must  be  a  restraint,  and 
fliatwhiai  is  put  under  a  restraint,  can  in 
no  sense  be  said  to  be  free.  The  ri^ht 
Spahi  pretends  to,  of  searching  our  ships 
m  the  open  seas ;  and  the  right  they  pre- 
tend to,  of  prescribing  to  us  what  sort  of 
goods  we  ms^  carry  in  our  ships,' from  one 
part  of  the  British  dominions  to  another, 
are  rights  whidi,  I  hope,  are  now  in  dis- 
rate between  Sftein  and  us;  and  are  there- 
fore rights  that  are  referred  to  be'  regu- 
lated by  our  plenipotentiaries*  My  Lords, 
if  w^  agtee  to  regulate  them,  we  grant 
them ;  and  if  we  grant  them  under  any 
ffegtdationg,  we  can  no  longer  pretend  to 
ft  me  navigation  or  commerce  in  the 
American  seas :  therefore,  my  Lords,  I 
must  look  upon  this  Attide  as  an  artful, 
or  indirect  surrender,  (I  shall  not  give  it 
Ae  name  it  deserves)  of  the*  most  un- 
dodited,  and  the  most  vahuble  rights  of 
A^people  of  Great  Britain:  The  learned 
prmte  who  spoke  vome  time  ago,  and  the 
learned  lord  who  spoke  smce,  have,  in- 
deed, upon  iMb  subject,  shewn  themselves 
excellent  advocates  for  Spain :  I  hope  the 
9pani^  plenipotentiaries  will  neither  have 
•o  much  eloiquence,nor  so  many  argu- 
ments; for,  if  they  lutve,  as  I  have  no  very 
^etit  opinion  of  the  capadty  or  qualifica- 
ttons  of  our  owe,  I  am  anaid  we  shall 
come  off  with  the  worst.  But  their  argu- 
ments in  favour  of  Spain  have  been  so 
ffally  answered  by  the  noble  duke  that 
spoke  after  the  reverend  piekte,  and  the 
noUe  lord  that  spoke  last  but  one,  that  I 
need  not,  if  I  could,  add  any  thing  to  the 
tt^iswers  they  have  made ;  therefore,  Ishall 
only  wish,  that  our  plenipotentiaries  had 
been  here  to  have  heard  them,  in  order 
that  they  might  have  learned  how  to  de- 
fend the  cause  of  their  country  against  the 
most  artful  arguments  that  can  be  made 
use  of  by  its  enemies. 

The  only  other  right  now  in  dispute  be- 
tween Spam  and  us,  that  seems  to  have 
been  token  the  least  notice  of  in  our  late 
negodations,  n  our  right  to  Georgia  and 
Carolina.  This,  the  noble  lord  who  spoke 
last  but  two,  has  represented  as  a  dispute 
about  limits  only ;  fiiough  every  one  knows, 
tbe  l^paniards  hav«  lately  bqpm  to  dispute 


our  ridit  to  Georgia,  and  eves  to  sm: 
part  of  Carolina,  particularly  our  rij^tto 
the  former,  whicn  they  so  peremptoruT 
deny,  that  they  would  not  allow  the  Dtmc 
to  be  so  much  as  mentioned  in  this  Coi:* 
vention ;  and  as  we  have  latdy  gireo  tliat 
country  the  name  of  Georgia,  cot  only  br 
charter,  but  by  authori^  of  FarlianieDV 
our  accepting  of  an  Article  about  the  ^^ 
ffulation  of  limits,  without  mentiomne  ou: 
mntier  province,  w31,  I  am  afntd,  be 
considered  by  the  Spaniards  as  a  suireoder 
of  that  province.  We  may,  if  wc  ^^ 
we  may  give  up  SoutV 


give  up  ueorna ;  we  may  g 
Carolina,  ana  yet  say,  tnsct  the  only  db- 

Eute  between  Spain  and  us  was  aboct 
mits;  because  the  Spaniards  insisted, 
that  the  river  Podie,  upon  the  borders  cf 
North-Carolina,  was  the  pn^r  limit  l«- 
tween  Floridii  and  Carolina ;  whereas  we 
insisted,  that  the  river  Alatamaha  was  the 
proper  Umit.  This,  I  say,  might  be  cailtd 
a  dispute  only  about  limits;  but,  ifve 
should  eive  up  all  the  country  lying  be- 
tween Uiese  two  rivers,  if  we  do  not  f^t 
up  a  rieht,  I  will  say,  we  give  up  a  rerr 
valuable  possession. 

I  have  now  shewn,  my  Lords,  that  b; 
this  Convention  we  have  obtained  no  I^ 
paration ;  and  that,  so  far  from  obtaining 
niture  security,  we  seem  to  have,  in  sonie 
measure,  given  up  every  thing,  upon  whicli 
our  fiiture  security  can  be  founded.  ^  ba^t 
then,  could  induce  us  to  accept  of  mh 
an  unsatis&ctory,  such  a  dishonourabk 
preliminary?  which  is  a  question  thul 
leads  me  of  course  to  consider  the  present 
circumstances  of  Europe  in  general,  and 
of  this  nadon  in  jMirticular.  This,  mv 
Lords,  I  confess,  is  a  subiect  which  I 
touch  on  with  reluctance ;  because,  I  as 
sure  it  can  afford  no  great  comfort,  either 
to  the  speaker,  or  to  the  hesrer.  Tbe 
state  of  our  i^rs,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  I  shall  grant,  is  dismal  enough; 
but  I  am  sorry  to  hear  it  made  moreois' 
mal  than  it  really  is,  for  the  sake  of  ju^ti* 
fyingan  inglorious  treaty,  or  a  dastardly 
submission  to  the  most  provoking  in^^l^ 
The  a&irs  of  Europe  are,  indeed,  at  pr^ 
sent,  in  a  situation  not  very  favourable  f^ 
this  kinedom ;  but  what  is  this  owing  to? 
It  is  owmg,  my  Lords^  to  a  ridiculous  do* 
tion  we  took  up  about  fifteen  years  tg^ 
of  the  overgrown  power  of  the  house  rf 
Austria :  a  notion  that  could  be  ioftiika 
into  us  by  nothing  but  French  cooosels : 
and  who  were  the  chief  propagstois  of 
this  pernicious  notion,  we  mav  veil  re- 
member.   TlusnotiwipcoduoeatbetieaV 
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Hmover :  a  treaty  calctdaeted  for  dk- 
1^  an  affiance,  which  we  ought  to 
i  eokivated  and  strengthened  with  att 
^trt;  because  it  coald  be  prejudicial  to 
Nate  in  Euirooe  but  Prance  aloiie.  And 
I  treatj  of  Hanover  drove  U9  into  tfaAt 
{  chain  of  negociations,  treaties  and 
leace,  by  which  we  not  only  tie-united 
two  brtoches  of  the  House  of  Bourbon, 
contributed,  at  our  own  expence,  to 
^sidiise  theiD.  Our  fleets  were  em- 
fed  to  give  principalities  to  one  of  Uie 
Rithes  m  that  H^use :  and  now  we  are 
^  you  must  not  vindicate  yout  riehts, 
^ur  honour,  against  one  of  ttiese 
iiehes,  because  it  may  be  assisted  by 
'other. 

Py  Lords,  ^this  argument  proves  any 
ig,  it  proves  too  much ;  if  we  dare  not 
lage  Uie  afironts  that  are  put  upon  us^ 
^rcpd  the  most  unjust  eiicroachments, 
'fear  of  France,  we  have  nothing  to  do 
i  lie  down  and  die.  It  signifies  nothing 
|[ot  it  off  by^patch-work,  and  expedients, 
ei^  months  longer.  But  this,  my 
Ms,  has  been  our  method  for  severtU 
in.  Lika  builders,  that  build  a  house 
MSI  only  far  the  term  of  their  lease,  they 
M  of  rotten  materials ;  and  if  they  can, 
patch-work,  keep  it  up  while  they  are 
it,  they  do  not  care  it  it  tumbles  upon, 
I  crushes  tli^  landlord  under  its  ruins, 
biifiister  tiiat  has  no  credit  or  character 
N^  nor  any  authority  or  affection 
kong  the  people  at  home,  must  hate  re- 
line  to  patch-woric  tend  expedients.  He 
B  have  no  materials,  but  the  rotten 
ttts  of  sycophants  and  time-servers ;  and 
tte  must  be  kept  together,  at  a  great 
pence,  by  tem{)orary  expedients:  he 
i^ier  can,  nor  will,  tnink  of  building  a 
Id  and  lasting  f^Nric ;  but^  I  hope  the 
tbo  will  never  allow  him  to  build  iot 
toa ;  or  if  they  should  be  so  unwise,  as 
dlowhim  to  erect  a  deceitful  fabric, 
U  the;^  win  pull  it  about  his  ears,  before 
[has  time  to  enclose  them ;  for  if  they 
Md  uWoHr  him  to  go  on,  he  may  so 
fHron  them  with  ruins,  that  it  will  hardly 
^possible  for  theiii  to  find  dieir  way  out. 
I  cannot  easily  believe,  my  Lords,  that 
teice  will  assist  Sp^n  in  putting  a  yoke 
NMUB,  that  may  afterwaitis  serve  as  a 
ioedent  (br^ttingthe  same  yoke  upon 
toiBiselves.  life  court  of  France  i^  sel- 
Mn  so  shoirt  in  its  poIilit».  I  am  rather 
^ned  to  think,  tiiatthe  conrt  of  France 
ta  either  etfdeavoor  to  ptevail  on  u^  to 
he^of  Aaiai«iH>asNes^  imd  a  precarious 
mt\kj,  9frk^  o^.^f  a  amr,  that  they 
tVOL.X.] 
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inJA  endeavour  to  prevent  our  bringing  ft 
to  a  speedy  issue,  by  a  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion. 1  hope  we  shall  take  care  not  to  be 
directed  or  duped  by  French  Counsels  in 
either  of  these  cases ;  for  both  will  be  de- 
structive to  this  nation,  botJi  will  serve  the 
ends  of  Ftance :  a  precarious  peace,  or  a 
languid  war,  will  keep  up  a  contention' be- 
tween Spain  and  us ;  and  such  a  contention 
will  contribute  greatly  to  establish  the 
trade  of  France  upon  the  tuins  of  the  trade 
cf  ^Im  nation.  But  suppose  these  two 
nations  should  unite  against  us,  and  that 
we  have  negociat^d  ourselves  out  of  every 
alliance  th^t  can  give  us  any  assistance ; 
yet  still  We  must  do  the  best  we  can.  Bf 
a  wise  and  vigorous  conduct  we  might 
make  both  of  them  repent  of  their  under- 
taking. ITiey  both  depend  greatly  upon 
tiieir  trade  and  territories  in  the  West 
Indies,  where  we  may  be  masters  if  we 
wfll;  and  though  they  have  both  of  late  got 
great  additions  of  power  by  our  blun  ders,  yet 
they  must  not  pretend  to  prescribe  to  all 
die  powers  of  Europe.  Such  an  attempt 
would  bring  back  to  us  those  allies,  whom 
we  have  detached  by  our  late  conduct ;  and 
in  that  case,  a  confederacy  might  soon  be 
formed,  that  would  be  able  to  prescribe 
laws  both  to  France  and  Spain,  instead  of 
receiving  laws  from  them.  The  present 
aspect  of  afiairs  in  Europe  is,  it  is  true,  dis- 
mal enough ;  but  yet  it  is  not  yet  so  dismtd 
as  it  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1702 ; 
and  every  one  knows  the  glorious  success  . 
of  the  confederacy  that  was  then  formed 
against  France  and  Spain.  But  before 
we  can  expect  any  success  eidier  in  war, 
or  in  formmg  confederacies,  we  must  take 
care  to  unite  our  people  amongst  them- 
selves, and  to  estabhsh  among  them  a  con- 
fidence in  the  conduct  of  those  that  go- 
vern them  ;  which,  I  am  afraid,  cannot  be 
done  by  those  who  have  spread  disunion 
and  distrust,  not  only  amongst  our  allies 
abroad,  but  amongst  our  people  at  homel 
Our  trade  with  Spain,  my  Lords,  was 
once  a  profitable  trade  to  this  nation: 
but,  as  France  has  lately  got  much  into 
that  trade,  it  is  not  near  so  profitable  to 
us  as  it  was.  If  it  were  not  for  our  plan- 
tations, I  believe  we  should  be  no  great 
gainers  upon  the  balance.  We  shafl 
manage  the  war  but  ill,  if  we  do  not  make 
more  by  a  war  with  Spain,  than  we  can  dO 
by  a  precarious  and  interrupted  trade. 
But  if  It  were  othermse,  we  cannot  pre- 
serve our  trade  with  that  nation,  or  witk 
any  mition,  but  by  preserving  thdr  esteeih 
and  tbeir  friefndsb^  ;  aUd  WitBe  we  mM 
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lose,  if  we  sulmiit  tamely,  to  theiif  insults. 
These  walls,  my  Lords,  ought  to  put  us  in 
mind  of  tlie  methods  by  which  our  ances- 
tors preserved  the  traide,  and  vindicated 
the  honour  of  the  nation.  These  shew  it 
was  not  Jby  neffociation,  nor^by  lumping 
away  the  just  demands  of  their  country. 
I  do  not  know,  if  there  are  any  historiod 
looms  now  at  work,  but  I  am  afraid  our 
Spithead  and  Carthagena  expeditions 
would  make  as  bad  a  figure  in  a  piece  of 
ti^stry,  as  they  will  hereafter  ao  in  our 
histories. 

But  I  hope,  my  Lords,  we  have  no  such 
^  looms  at  work :  it  would  be  for  the  honour 
of  the  nation,  if  no  memorandum  could  be 
preserved  of  some  of  our  past  transactions; 
for  we  must  alter  our  measures,  before 
we  can  transmit  to  posterity  what  they 
can  reflect  on-  with  satis&ction  or  emula- 
tion. If  we  had  taken  example  from 
the  conduct  of  a  minister  in  a  neighbour- 
ing country,  our  afi^s,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  would  have  been  in  a  very  differ- 
ent situation :  by  encouraging  trade  and 
manufactures,  by  parsimony  in  public  ex- 
pence,  by  not  engaging  needlessly  in  any 
Droik,  and  by  vindicating  the  honour  of 
his  country  with  resolution,  when  there 
was  occasion,  he  has  rendered  his  country 
huppy,  and  himself  glorious.  But  we  have 
followed  contrary  measures,  and  by  so 
doing,  have  brought  ourselves  into  that 
distress^  which  is  now  made  the  chief  argu- 
ment for  our  agreeing  to  this  inglorious 
convention. 

However,  my  Lords,  I  think  the  state  of 
our  affairs  not  yet  so  desperate  as  that  it 
ouglit  to  be  a  prevailing  argument  upon 
this  occasion.  I  hope  I  have  shewn,  that 
the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe,  is  not  so  bad 
as  it  has  been  represented  ;  and  as  to  our 
domestic  affairs,  can  they  improve  by  sub- 
mitting to  daily  insults,  and  to  usurpations 
that  must  destroy  our  trade  f  In  stich  cir- 
cumstances, can  we  pay*  off  our  debts,  can 
we  preserve  our  sinLing  fund  ?  No,  my 
Lords,  by  the  decay  of  our  trade,  ourpeo- 

Ele  must  every  day  become  poorer,  and 
^ss  numerous :  this  will  diminish  our  con- 
sumption; and  this  again  wiU  of  course 
diminish  the  annual  produce  of  our  taxes : 
we  may,  by  a  more  rigorous  collection, 
keeg  it  up  tp  its  old  value  for  some  years ; 
but  it  will  soon  begin  to  sink  considerably 
every  year ;  and  this  will  at  last  annihilate 
our  sinking  fund.  We  canppt  therefore 
propose  to  pay  off  our  debt,  unless  we  pre- 
serve our  trade :  nor  can  we  pay  ^y  debt, 
if  in  time  of  jpea«e  we  must  be  at  the  ejs- 
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pence  of  war,  which  was  am  case  list 
Bummer,  and  may  probably  be  so  for  msny 
summers  to  omae ;  lor4f  great  annamenti 
and  military  preparations  were  necessary 
to  procure  a  prelimkiary  convention,  sutcIy 
they  will  be  as  necessary  for  precuring  a 
demiitive  treaty ;  Uiereforewe  must  have  a 
numerous  army  at  land,  and  fonnidable 
squadrons,  I  mean  in  show,  my  Lords,  at 
sea,  till  this  treaty  be  omduded  and  rari- 
fied,  which  I  am  convinced  will  not  be  veiy 
speedily.  In  the  mean  time^  as  we  havi: 
stipulated  no  suspension,  our  merchant) 
will  be  plundered,  and  our  seamen  cnieDy 
used  by  the  Spanish  guarda  coatas ;  wbrdi 
will  of  course  render  our  people  more  and 
more  discontented,  and  at  last  disaffected 
Our  people,  it  is  true,  may  become  more 
united ;  but  it  will  be  against  cor  establish- 
ed government ;  and  in  that  case,  I  hofK, 
it  will  be  allowed,  that  our  domestic  a£iix> 
would  be  in  a  worse  condition  than  they 
are.  at  present,  and  our  government  l&i 
able  to  carry  on  a  foreign  war,  than  oa: 
present  government  can  be  supposed  tobe. 
Our  domestic  affairs  may  therefore,  icr 
Lords  grow  worse,  but  they  cannot  gror 
better,  by  our  continuing  insudbawsrilb 
peace  as  we  have  continued  in  for  almost 
these  20  years;  and  we  can  expect  cc 
other  sort  oi  peace,  till  we  retrieve  m 
character,  and  establish  our  security,  which, 
I  think,  can  now  be  done  no  other  way  but 
by  a  vigorous  and  well-conducted  war. 
But,  suppose,  my  Lords,  the  state  of  sf- 
fairs,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  were  s 
dianal  as  it  has  been  represented  by  those 
who  liave  spoke  in  favour  of  this  CoaveD- 
tion,  could  this  be  any  reason  for  our  su- 
ing for,  or  agreeing  to  such  a  treaty  ?  wc 
were  in  noctanger  of  being  attached  bf 
Spain :  we  were  not  so  much  as  threatened 
with  any  such  attack :  we  wanted  obIv  sa- 
tisfaction and  reparation  for  past  injuries, 
and  security  against  future ;  therefore  ve 
had  no  shadow  of  reason  for  agreeing  to 
any  treaty,  that  did  not  give  useither  die 
one  or  the  other*  By  Uiis  we  have  ob- 
tained neither :  we  have  absolutely  released 
and  given  up  the  former;  and  we  hare 
rendered  the  latter  more  precarious  than  it 
was  before.  If  we  had  made  no  treaty,  t^ 
preliminary,  Spain  could  only  have  conti- 
nued  to  seize  and  confiscate  such  of  ctzr 
merchant-sh^s  as  they  could  meet  «ith 
and  overcome ;  and  this  Uiey  may  still  do, 
notwithstanding  this  treaty.  What  would 
have  been  the  consequence  ?  Suppose  the 
nation^at  present  absolutely  unable  to  tId- 
dicatc  its  rights  or  its  honour  by  forse  pt 
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nrras,  jet  we  might  have  waited  with  pa- 
ience  till  an  opportunity  offered,  withpot 
)eiDg  exposed  to  suffer,  in  the  mean  time, 
nore  than  we  arenbw  exposed  to,  n<^ith- 
tandingthig  treaty;  and  when  an  oppor- 
uDity  offered  for  Trndicating  our  rights  and 
mr  honour  by  force  of  arms,  we  could  then 
me  insisted  upon  full  reparation  for  all 
osses,  all  damage,  all  expence,  which  we 
tanoot  now  do ;  because,  by  this  treaty,  we 
lave  given  a  general  release. 
I  shall  agree,  my  Lords,  that  tliis  nation 
an  never  long  want  an  opportunity  for 
evenge  against  any  nation  in  Europe. 
rhis  is  our  happiness ;  but  this  ought  to 
me  been  an  aipiment  against  oar  grant- 
Dg  such  a  generous  release  as  we  hare 
[ranted  by  this  preliminary.  Besides,  my 
^rdfl,  it  is  an  argument  some  people  ought 

0  be  ashamed  to  mention,  if  they  could  be 
shamed  of  any  thing.  It  is  almost  90 
rears  since  Spain  set  up  every  claim 
gainst  us,  they  now  pretend  to :  it  is  al- 
nost  20  years  since  they  have  been  in  a 
ontinued  and  uninterrupted  course  of  in- 
ulting  the  nation,  plundering  our  mer- 
:hants,  and  mal-treating  our  seamen ;  and 
t  is  strange,  that  in  so  long  a  time,  we 
»uld  find  no  opportunity  for  revenge, 
gainst  a  nation,  wnich  no  man  wiU  say  is 
»j  itself  an  equal  match  for  this.  My 
^ords,  we  have  tiad  many  opportunities ; 
)ut  we  have  neglected  them  all,  or  have 
«en  prevailed  on  by  French  counsels,*  or 
rorse,  to  make  use  of  none  of  them.  We 
tad  one  about  seven  years  since,  which  it 
3  amazing  we  neglected ;  and  the  fatal 
onsequences  of  that  neglect  now  begin  to 
ppear ;  but,  I  am  afraid,  they  do  not  yet 
II  appear :  if  they  are  not  prevented  by  a 
hange  of  measures  in  this  Kingdom,  they 
lay  prove  fatal  to  Europe  as  well  as  to 
England ;  and  they  cannot  be  (prevented 
athout  an  infinite  expence  to  this  nation, 
9r  which  those  who  gave  riseHo  them, 
ught,  I  hope  they  will,  be  made  to 
nswer. 

This  shews,  my  Lords;  that  we  ought 
lOt  to  have  been  so  ready,  I  shall  not  say 
ash,  in  approving  of  treaties  or  negocia- 
ions,  as  we  have  been  for  several  years 
flst.  We  ought  to  approve  of  no  treaty 
athout  maturely  consiaering  its  terms  and 
s  consequences,  as  also  the  necessity  there 
ras  for  agreeing  to  it ;  for  as  every  treaty 

1  a  new  national  obligation,  no  treaty 
ught  to  be  aereed  to,  without  some  ne- 
essity  for  so  doing.  And,  I  am  convinced, 
Imt  no  man  who  maturely  considers  the 
'  r^7  now  l)tfi)re  w,  ei Aer  in  its  tenns. 


its  consequences^  or  the  necessity  there 
was  for  our  agreeing  to  it,  will  iq>prore  of 
it  in  any  shape.  An  immediate  war  is  not 
the  necessary  conseqi^ence  of  our  refusing 
to  approve  of  it,  by  putting  a  negative  upon 
this  motion.  His  Majesty  may,  neveruie- 
less,  wait  for  a  more  proper  opportunity  of 
declaring  war.  But  if  we  should,  in  any 
shape,  approve  of  this  Treaty,  the  demands 
which  we  may  justly  make,  and  fully  ob- 
tain, in  case  of  i  successful  war,  w31 
dieteby  be  greatly  diminished ;  therefore, 
the  motion  vrhidi  the  noble  lord  has  been 
pleased  to  nmke,  will,  I  hope,  be  disagreed 
to. 

The  Lord  Heroey  : 

My  Lords ;  the  noble  lords  who  have 
spoke  before  me,  have  said  so  much,  and 
have  expressed  their  sentiments  so  clearly, 
in  favour  of  the  Convention,  that  I  cannot 
propose  to  say  any  thing  new,  or  to  say 
any  thing  better,  upon  the  subject.  I  shall, 
therefore,  only  take  notice  of  some  facts, 
which,  I  think,  have  been  mistaken,  or 
misrepresented,  by  those  who  have  spoke 
U(>on  the  other  side  of  the  question ;  and! 
this  I  shall  do  without  attempting  any 
turns  of  wit,  or  any  thing  of  what  may  be 
called  flowers  of  rhetoric.  If  I  were  ca- 
pable of  making  the  best  use  of  such  away 
of  speaking ;  u  I  were  as  great  a  wit,  arid 
as  great  an  orator,  as  ever  appeared  in  the 
assemblies  of  the  ancient  Greeks  or  Ro- 
mans, the  respect  I  have  for  your  lord- 
ships, would  prevent  my  making  use  of  it  in 
this  House ;  because,  such  a  method  of 
speaking  I  take  to  be  fit  only  for  assem- 
blies that  are  led  by  their  pas8ions,tmd  not 
governed  by  their  reason. 

Last  session  of  parliament,  my  Lords, 
we  strengthened,  it  is  true,  the  hands  of 
the  crown,  and  I  hope  the  present,  and 
every  future  session  will  do  the  same, 
when  there  is  the  like  occasion ;  but  we 
must  remember,  that  though  we  strength- 
ened the  hands  of  the  crown,  yet  at  the 
same  time  we  recommended  peaceable 
measures;  and  therefore  the  power  we 
then  gave  to  the  crown,  was  not  to  be 
made  use  of  in  any  hostile  manner,  as  long 
as  there  were  hopes  of  obtaining  satisfac- 
tion by  amicable  means.  This  was  the  in- 
tention, this  was  the  advice  of  parliament ; 
and  according  to  this  advice  nis  Majesty 
applied  to  the  court  of  Spain,  to  see  what 
could  be  done  by  way  of  ne^ociation.  At 
the  same  time  he  made  so  tar  use  of  the 
powers  granted  him  by  parliament,  a«:  to 
fit  out  several  squadrons^  and  send  them  tc 
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their  proper  stationa,  b  order  to  co&vince 
the  court  of  Spain,  that  we  were  reudy  tq 
rjeveuge,  in  case  they  should  refuse,  or  un- 
ceasonably  delay  giving  us  satisfactioa ; 
but  it  would  have  been  contrary  to  the  ad- 
vice of  parliament,  to  have  sen^  any  of 
those  fleets  out,  with  instructions  to  begin 
hostilities.  Such  instructions  might  have 
been  easily  and  speedily  sent,  as  soon  as 
his  Majesty  had  found  that  nothing  else 
would  prevail;  but  to  have  given  them 
such  instructions,  before  he  had  made  the 
least  application  for  procuring  justice  and 
satisfaction  in  a  peaceable  way,  would  have 
been  directly  contrary  to  what  was  recom- 
inended  to  him  by  both  Hou9es,  last  session 
of  parliament. 

The  fleet  that  was  sent  to  the  Mediter* 
ranean,  my  Lords,  was  properly  and  suffi- 
ciently provided  for  answering  all  the 
ends  that  were  intended  by  it,  even  though 
a  war  had  broke  out  between  the  two  na» 
tions ;  for,  even  in  that  case,  it  would  have 
been  ridiculous  in  us  to  have  expended 
our  strength,  and  put  ourselves  to  a  great 
char^,  in  attacking  any  of  the  Spanish 
4ominions  in  Europe,  where  we  could  do 
them  but  little  prejudice,  and  could  reap 
DO  great  advantage  to  ourselves.  That 
£eet,  therefore,  could  only  be  designed  for 
protecting  our  own  possessions  and  trade 
in  that  part  of  the  world,  for  intercepting 
any  Spanish  ships  that  should  happen  to 
escape  our  fleet  in  the  West^Indies,  and 
for  preventing  any  supphes  being  sent 
from  Old  Spain  to  any  «in  their  colonies  or 
plantations  m  America;  and  for  answer- 
ing all  these  purposes,  the  fleet  that  was 
aent  to  the  coasts  of  Spain,  was  sufSciently 
provided  with  every  thing  that  wag  neces- 
sary. 

The  WestJndies,  my  Lords,  is  the  part 
of  the  world,  where,  in  case  of  a  war,  we 
could  do  the  most  harm  to  Spain,  and  the 
paost  good  to  ourselves;  and  there,  if  we 
can  but  prevent  any  supplies  being  sent 
from  Old  Spain,  we  shall  stand  in  need  of 
no  land  forces  being  sent  from  hencle.  Our 
own  colonies^,  upon  the  continent  and  in 
the  islands  of  America,  would  soon  furnish 
us  with  land  forces  sufficient  for  attacking 
Spain  by  land  in  that  quarter,  if  we  send  a 
8quadr<ni  of  men  of  war  sufficient  to  pro- 
tect  them  at  sea.  But  suppose  it  should 
be  necessary  lor  us  to  send  land  forces 
from  hence ;  it  would  not  be  proper,  be- 
cause of  the  climate,  to  send  them  thither, 
till  we  were  just  ready  to  enter  upon  ac- 
..ion,  wliich  could  not  be  our  case  the  be- 
ginning of  last  summer;  because  his  Ma^ 
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jesty  was  ^  try  what  codd  ba  doie  ^r 
peaceable  means,  before  comipenciDg  hoi« 
tilities,  either  in  the  West-Indies  or  id 
Europe*  For  this  reason,  it  was  iwcessarj 
to  send  a  squadron  to  the  West-Indies  for 
protecting  our  trade  in  die  mean  time,  and 
m  order  to  take  land  forces  on  board,  s 
soon  as  any  could  be  raised  in  our  colonies, 
in  case  a  war  had  become  neceKair;  but 
it  would  have  been  contrary  to  the  plu 
that  was  prescribed  by  parlisjneDt,tobaT« 
immediately  b^un  hostilities;  and  then- 
fore  it  was  wrong  to  seize  the  Sponisii 
register-ship,  which  the  noble  loni  «as 
pleased  to  mention,  and  it  was  light  in 
our  commodore  to  order  her  being  re- 
stored. 

My  Lordfy  as  the  court  of  Spain  could 
not  be  ignonuitof  the  advice  that  m  as  giru 
to  his  Majesty  by  his  parliament  la&t  ses- 
sion, and  as  his  Majesty,  to  our  hapfunefs 
and  his  own  honour,  has  always  made  the 
advice  of  his  parliament  the  role  of  hit  ac- 
tions, they  could  not  but  suppose,  that  the 
squadrons  we  sent  out  were  mstructed  da 
to  begin  hostilities,  till  fiurther  orden; 
but  such  orders,  they  knew,  might  soon  be 
sent ;  such  orders,  they  knew,  wouU  U 
sent  immediately,  upon  their  refiisiag  ti 

S've  ear  to .  a  frien«y  accommodatioo  of 
ose  disputes  that  subsisted  betwcoi  tbe 
two  nations.  This  they  were  sensible  o( 
and  therefore,  they  not  only  appeased  vil* 
ling  to  do  us  iustice,  but  liave  gnmted  lii 
tliat  we  could  expect  by  a  successful  vtf; 
for  even^  in  case  of  a  successful  nar,  ve 
must  at  last  have  agreed  to  prelimissDes, 
before  peao^  could  be  restored,  and  hi 
those  preliminaries  we  could  expect  no 
more  than  a  full  satisfaction  for  oor  Im.*^ 
and  an  agreement  to  have  all  other  dispuitf 
adjusted  by  a  definitive  treaty. 

But,  my  Lords,  before  I  enter  into  the 
considjsration  of  what  we  have  gotbypeace, 
I  roust  eaamtpe  a  little  into  what  ve  could 
expect,  or  might  have  lost,  by  war:  for 
though  I  have  as  great  a  confidence  in  the 
strength  and  courage  of  my  countrVi  ai 
any  man  ought  to  have,  yet  I  am  not  m 
sanguine,  as  to  think,  that  we  have  vic- 
tory chained  to  our  chariot-wheel,  or  thJt 
we  must  be  SMccessful  in  eveiy  war  *< 
9ng^  in ;  and  therefore  in  all  question 
relating^  to  war  or  peace,  I  think  we  ougbt 
to  consider  what  we  may  lose,  as  well  tf 
what  wo  may  oet,  by  a  war*  Bj  a  var 
with  Spain,  my  Lorda,  we  coiddnotexi^ 
to  make  much  by  privateering,  or  by  takiog 
and  making.prixe  of  their  ship^atfleSi  ^^ 
case  of  a  war  with  thif^  o^lim  4W  ^^ 
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tend  DO  sikipi  to  sea,  bul  wauHy  lighl  fH- 
^tes,  bj  way  of  iNrtyateen,  for  iat^rcept* 
ing  sudi  of  our  merchant-ships  as  tliej 
found  without,  or  straggling  too  far  from  a 
convoy;  and  though  by  taking  such,  we 
might  prerent  a  loss  and  intem^tion  in 
trade,  yet  we  could  not  exoect  to  reap  any 
^t  benefit.  Some  people  may,  {lerbaps, 
imagine,  that  great  aavanta^  might  oe 
made  by  our  intercepting  their  Plate  fleets, 
or  the  ships  that  are  employed  in  their 
trade  with  their  settlements  in  America, 
because  none  b|it  Spanish*  s|ups  can  b^ 
onployed  in  that  trade ;  but  even  this 
irould  be  precarious,  and  mieht,  in  several 
shapes,  be  entirely  prevented ;  for  if  they 
diould  0}>en  that  trade  to  the  French  ana 
Datch,  It  is  what  those  two  nations  would 
^  glad  to  accept  of:  and  we  could  not 
sretend  to  make  prize  of  a  fVench  or 
butch  ship,  on  accpuat  of  her  bein^  bound 
to  or  from  the  Spanish  settlements  m  Ame- 
'ica,  no  more  tKian  we  coald  make  prize  of 
^er  on  account  oC  her  being  bound  to  or 
irom  any  port  in  ifpajn :  we  could  not  so 
much  as  pretend  to  seize  .any  treasure  or 
^oodi  (except  contraband)  slie  had  on 
>oard,  unless  we  coukl  prove,  that  those 
^oods,  or  that  treasure,  actually  belonged 
to  the  kin^  or  subjects  of  Spain,  which  it 
irould  be  m^MMsible  to  do.  By  this  me- 
thod, the  %Miniards  might  render  it  im- 
poseihle  for  us  to  seize  any  of  their  treasure 
>r  effects,  in  its  passage  between  New  and 
Did  Spain ;  and  even  without  opening  a 
;rade  to  their  settlements,  they  might  al- 
nofit  as  effectuallv  do  the  same,  by  means 
>f  the  Dutch  island  of  Curasso,  and  the 
French  settlements  in  Hispaniolfi,  or  the 
fiUod  of  Martinioue ;  for  these  f^es  lie 
0  near  the  Spanisii  settlements  in  America, 
hat  it  would  be  easy  for  the  Spaniards  to 
tarry  their  tveasure  and  effects,  in  their 
^wa  ships,  to  one  or  other  of  tliese  places, 
tnd  to  take  from  thence  what  goods  or 
oerchandize  they  had  occasion  ror,  with- 
out running  any  great  risk  of  being  inter- 
epted  by  our  men  of  war,  or  privateers : 
lod  from  these  places  the  Spanish  treasure 
lad  effects  might  be  safely  brought  to 
Spain  in  French  op  Dutch  bottoms,  and  in 
he  name  of  French  or  Dutch  merchants. 
Thus,  it  appears,  my  Lords,  th«t  in  case 
»f  a  war  with  %Mun,  we  could  not  expect 
oy  great  advantage  by  privateering,  or  by 
my  prizes  wo  could  take  at  sea;  and  at 
Bad  we  CiNild.  make  no  conqueslU.  No 
san  will  pretend  that,  if  it  were  in  our 
wwer,  it  would  be  our  interest  to  conquer 
'^Jf  <^  tl)Q  SpiyQiib  doininiops  ifk  Europe; 


•I  least.  I  mn  sure  it  would  not  be  oor  U^ 
tenest  to  keep  them,  nor  would  it  be  ei|r 
interest  to  give  them  to  any  other  power 
in  Europe.  And  as  to  their  dominions  in 
Ahierica,  or  the  West  Indies,  we  have  ex- 
pressly promised,  by  the  treaty  o£  Utrecht, 
that  thev  shall  be  preserved  whole  and  en- 
tire to  the  present  king  of  Spain,  and  hi^ 
successors;  so  that  by  endeavouring  to 
conquer  any  of  them,  we  should  not  only 
commit  a  breach  of  that  treaty,  but  like- 
wise we  should  probably  raise  up  a  confe- 
deracy in  Europe  iigainst  us;  for  none  of 
the  powers  of  Europe  would  chuse  to  see 
us  masters  of  the  whole,  or  my  part  of  the 
Spanish  West  Indies. 

Therefore,  my  Lords,  the  only  method 
by  which  we  could  propose  to  get  any  ad- 
vantage by  a  war  with  Spain,  would  be  hy 
making  inroads  upon,  ana  plundering  their 
settlements  in  America;  and  this  we 
should  find  much  more  difficult  than  it  was , 
formerly.  Their  sea  ports,  and  inland 
towns  in  that  part  of  tlie  world,  are  now 
better  fortified,  and  better  provided  with 
every  thing  necessary  for  making  a  stoi;^ 
defence,  than '  ever  tney  were  heretofore ; 
and  yet,  during  the  last  war,  I  believe  it 
cannot  be  said,  that  the  nation  got  much 
by  any  inroads  that  were  made  upon  them. 
The  truth  is,  we  never  attempted  to  make 
any  considerable  inroads,  or  any  conquest^ 
in  that  part  of  the  world,  because  of  the 
difficulty  and  expence  of  transporting  a 
land  army  thither ;  and  because  we  knew 
the  climate  to  be  very  unwholsome  for  any 
land  army  we  could  send  thither. 

Having  thus  shewn,  my  Lords,  that  we 
cannot  expect  any  great  advantage  from  ft 
war  with  Spain,  let  us  Dext  consider  the 
dangers  we  would  be  exposed  to.  I  shall 
be  iar  from  saying,  upon  this  occasion,  or 
upon  any  occasion,  that  we  must  not  vii^. 
dicate  our  rights,  or  our  honour,  against 
France  or  Spain,  for  fear  of  their  joining 
together  against  us ;  but  this  I  may  ven- 
ture to  say,  that  when  there  is  a  probabj- 
litjr  of  their  joining  together  against  us,  at 
a  time  when  the  af&irs  of  Europe  are  ip 
such  a  situation,  that  we  can  form  no  con- 
federacy against  them,  at  a  time  when,  if 
we  engage  in  wlir,  we  must  stand  single 
and  alone  against  these  two  powerful  na- 
tions ;  I  say,  my  L()rds,  at  such  a  time  it 
would  be  prudcnit  in  us  to  suspend  our 
vengeance,  if  possible,  till  a  more  proper 
ppportunity  should  offer ;  and  this,  I  am 
afraid,  is  our  case  at  present.  If  France 
should  join  with  Spain  against  us,  we 
wxHild  be  exposed  to  many  oangers,  and  it 
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Vould  be  difficult  to  guard  against  them  all. 
We  are,  it  is  true,  at  present,  superior  to 
both  at  sea ;  but  as  France  has  great  num- 
bers of  seamen,  they  would  soon  get  ships 
of  war,  if  they  were  to  be  at  no  expence 
in  defending  themselves  at  land  ;  so  that 
they  might  soon  ng  out  a  powerful  squad- 
ron. On  the  other  hand,  as  we  are  liable 
to  be  attacked  in  several  parts  of  the 
world,  we  must  divide  our  naval  force :  we 
most  send  squadrons  to  different  points  of 
the  compass,  and  every  one  of  these  squa- 
drons must  be  superior  to  any  that  France 
and  Spain  can'  jointly  fit  out  against  us. 
As  we  have  the  misfortune  to  have  a  party 
amongst  ourselves  disaffected  to  our  pre- 
sent establishment,  a  party  much  more 
considerable tlian  some  people  seem  willing 
to  believe,  we  must  keep  a  very  powerfiS 
squadron  at  home,  for  preventing  its  being 
in  the  power  of  our  enemies  to  invade  us. 
As  we  have  a  great  trade  and  valuable 
possessions  in  the  Mediterranean,  we  must 
keep  a  powerful  squadron  in  that  sea,  for 
protecting  our  traclc  and  our  possessions  in 
that  part  of  the  world.  Ana  as  our  plan-* 
tationSy  especially  our  sugar  islands,  are  of 
great  consequence  to  our  trade,  and  lie 
much  exT^osed  to  be  invaded,  and  perhaps 
destroycQ,  wc  must  keep  a  powerful 
squadron  in  the  American  seas  for  their 
protection.  To  which  I  must  add,  that 
considering  the  alliance  lately  formed  be- 
tween France  and  Sweden,  we  might,  per- 
haps, find  ourselves  under  a  necessity  of 
sending  a  powerful  squadrdn  into  the  Bal- 
tic, for  the  defence  of  our  allies,  or  for 
preventing  an  invasion  from  that  quarter. 
And  notwithstanding  the  great  opinion  we 
justly  have  of  our  naval  force,  and  of  the 
bravery  of  our  seamen,  I  hope  I  shall  be 
excused,  if  I  even  express  some  diffidence 
of  our  being  able  to  send  a  squadron  to 
each  of  these  places,  sufficient  for  encoun- 
tering the  united  force  of  France  and 
Spain,  perhaps  the  united  force  of  France, 
Spain  and  Sweden. 

But  suppose,  my  Lords,  that  France 
should  remain  quiet,  and  no  way  interfere 
openly  in  the  war  between  Spain  and  us : 
suppose  no  power  in  Europe  should  assist 
Spain  in  the  war  against  us,  yet  we  could 
not  immediately  reduce  Spain  to  a  neces- 
sity of  complying  with  our  just  demands. 
The  war  between  us  might  last  for  several 
years;  and  while  it  lasted,  the  French 
,  would  have  a  great  advantage  over  us  in 
every  branch  of  trade  we  are,  or  can  be, 
concerned  in.  Though  the  Spaniards  have 
Bot  many  seamen  of  their  own^  yet  in  case 
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'of  a  war  with  this  nation,  they  wooBbe 
in  no  want  of  seamen  for  fitting  out  a  great 
number  of  privateers  against  us :  French, 
Dutch,  and  perhaps  some  of  our  om  sea< 
men,  would  engage  in  their  service  for 
that  purpose :  io  that  the  Mediterraoesn, 
the  American,  the  British,  and  in  diort, 
all  the  seas  where  we  have  any  trade, 
would  be  full  of  privateers  under  Spanish 
colours.  This  would  raise  the  price  of  m- 
surance  upon  British  ships  higher  thsi 
upon  the  snips  of  any  other  nation  in  £q- 
rope ;  and  our  merchant  ships  would  be 
often  put  to  a  great  expKsnce  and  dekj, 
by  bemg  obliged  to  wait  for  a  cooroj; 
which  would  considerably  enhance  the 
charge  upon  all  manufactures  or  merchan- 
dize, sent  by  our  own  shipping  to  forei^. 
markets.  Let  us  consider,  my  Lords,  that 
the  French  already  under-seH  us  in  most 
of  tlie  manufactures  we  deid  in,  and  ihit 
the  freight  of  Hambursfa  ships,  and  Eons 
others,  is  now  cheaper  than  that  of  Briti^b : 
if  we  consider  this,  we  shall  easily  see  tbe 
consequence,  if  we  should  add  a  ner 
charge  to  the  price  of  our  manoiactures  st 
foreign  markets,  and  meke  it  more  unsafe, 
or  more  expensive,  to  employ  British  ship, 
than  those  of  any  other  nation,  bj  engag- 
ing in  war,  when  all  the  other  tnuling  ca* 
tions  of  Europe  are  at  peace:  we  diouM 
export  no  manufactures,  no  merchandize, 
at  least  we  should  export  none  in  our  cmti 
shipping :  and  what  would  then  become  (^ 
our  trade  and  navigation  ? 

This,  my  Lords,  would  be  the  erne- 
c^uence  of  a  long  war  between  the  tin)  la- 
tions,  with  respect  to  ourselves ;  and  widi 
respect  to  Spam,  it  would  probably  be  es- 
tirely  ruinea.  We  might,  perhaps,  at  bst, 
force  them  to  do  us  all  the  justice  in  ther 
power ;  but  they  would  be  so  eiihaustfd 
with  the  losses  and  expences  of  the  i^^t 
that  it  would  not  be  in  ttieir  power  to  make 
any  satisfaction  for'the  damage  they  h3« 
already  done  us,  or  mi^t  do,  daring  the 
war,  and  much  less  for  the  expences  re 
have  been,  or  might  be  put  to.  Now,niJ 
Lords,  though  we  have,  at  present,  gopi 
reason  to  be  offended  with  Spain,  tluni^ 
we  have  good  reason  to  Insist  upon  sstfs- 
faction  and  security,  yet  it  is  not  oar  iai^ 
rest  to  weaken  the  power  of  that  nati(s: 
wcr  ought,  rather  to  support  it,  as  a  halo* 
against  the  power  of  rVance;  for  thoop 
the  court  of  Spain  may,  periiapi,  he  at 
present  too  much  swayed  by  Fren<icooo- 
sels,  it  will  not  always,  it  cannot  long  ^ 
so.  The  interests  of  France  and  Spsa. 
are  as  incompatftle,  as  the  jsterstt  ^ 
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FrABce  and  this  kingdom ;  and  therefore, 
u  soon  as  the  court  of  Spain  begina  to  be 
iwayed  hj  true  Spanish  counseb,  which 
(Oine  accidents  may  soon  bring  about,  we 
nay  reasonably  expect  to  have  that  nation 
br  one  of  our  best  and  firmest  allies ;  and 
vhenever  that  happens,  they  will  gladly 
;ive  U8  all  the  satisfaction  and  security  we 
:an  desire,  in  (Hrder  to  gain  our  friendship, 
md  to  restore  a  mutual  confidence  bc- 
ween  the  two  nations. 

Both  the  drcomstanpes  of  Europe,  and 
be  circumstances  of  Spain,  are  now,  my 
Lords,  very  different  from  what  they  were 
n  the  reiffn  of  queen  Elizabeth,  or  in  the 
Ime  of  Oliver  Cromwell.  In  queen  Eh- 
labeth's  reign,  Spain  was  the  only  formi- 
bble  power  in  Europe,  and  we  had  as 
ouch  reason,  as  any  other  of  her  neigh- 
)ours,  to  endeavour  to  reduce  her  power. 
For  this  purpose,  queen  Elizabetn.  took 
he  wisest  course  that  could  be  taken,  by 
mcouraging  and  supporting  the  civil  war 
n  the  Netherlands,  by  which  means,  she 
it  last  enabled  the  Seven  United  Provinces 
0  throw  off*  the  yoke  of  Spain ;  and  the 
rhole  power  of  Spain  bein^  applied  to- 
lards  supporting  their  dominion  over  the 
^Netherlands,  tlie^  could  neither  spare 
Qoney  for  fortifying  their  settlemehts  in 
i\merica,  nor  could  they  send  any  regular 
xoops  thither  for  defending  them ;  so  that 
.'Ten  our  private  adventurers  had  great 
iuccessy  and  often  ^ot  rich  booties  by 
mvateering,  and  by  incursions  upon  those 
ettlements ;  for,  as  there  was  no  good 
correspondence  between  France  and  Spain, 
uid  an  opeb  war  between  Spain  and  H  el- 
and, the  Spaniards  could  not  make  use 
either  of  Dutch  or  French  vessels  for  car- 
ying  on  their  trade  with  their  settlements 
D  America ;  and  beside,  as  the  French 
i^ere  then  involved  in  civil  wars,  they  durst 
tot  venture  to  disoblige  England,  by  as- 
isting  Spain,  eitlier  openly,  or  by  under- 
'and  dealings. 

In  Oliver  Cromwell's  time,  my  Lords, 
re  know  that  the  Spaniards  were  engaged 
tt  a  heavy  war  witn  France,  which  ren- 
dered them  unable  to  provide  for  the  se- 
urity  of  their  trade  and  possessions  in 
Wrica ;  and  though,  by  our  taking  part 
^'ith  France  in  Uiat  war,  we  got  the  island 
*f  Jamaica,  which  was  a  valuable  acquisi- 
lon,  yet  I  must  think,  it  would  iiave  been 
ucky  for  t^is  nation,  if  Oliver  had  joined 
rith  Spain  against  France,  instead  of  join- 
ing with  France  against  Spain ;  for  it  was 
'w  fat4  union  with  France,  that  laid  the 
ouadation  of  the  excessive  power  of  that 


kingdom,  which  has  since  cost*  this  natioa, 
so  much  blood,  and  so  many  millions. 
And  now,  my  Lords,  with  rceard  to  both 
these  wars,  I  must  observe,  that  notwith- 
standing our  great  successes  agamst  Spain 
in  queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  notwithstand- 
ing ouK  ^at  successes  against  Spain  in 
Oliver's  time,  yet  tliat  nation  was  not  easily 
or  soon  reduced  to  comply  with  suca 
terms  as  we  thought  reasonable ;  for  both 

aueen  Elizabeth  and  Oliver  Cromwell  left 
lie  war  to  be  put  an  end  to  by  their  suc- 
cessors. 

Considering,  therefore,  my  Lords,  the 
little  advantage  we  can  reap,  and  the  great 
dangers  we  may  be  exposed  to,  by  a  war 
with  Spain,  I  must  think  it  woidd  be  not 
only  unchristian,  but  impolitic  in  us  to  do 
them  any  real  injuries,  or  to  insist  upon 
unreasonable  terms  for  accommodating 
those  differences,  that  must  unavoidably, 
sometimes^  arise  betweeif  the  two  nations. 
I  shall  not  say,  that  either  the  precepts  of 
Christianity,  or  the  maxims  of  sound  poli- 
tics, oblige  us  to  heap  coals  of  fire  upon 
their  heads,  bv  retuniing  good  for  evil ; 
but  this  I  will  say,  that  we  ought  at  all 
times,  and  especially  the  present,  to  be 
more'ready  to  forgive  Spain  than  any  other 
nation  in  Europe ;  and  consequently,  we 
ought  to  insist  less  upon  the  point  of  ho- 
nour, and  accept  of  a  less  ample  satisfac- 
tion, with  regard  to  any  injuries  that  may 
be  done  us  by  the  Spaniard,  than  with  re- 
gard to  the  injuries  we  may  receive  from 
any  other  nation  in  the  world.  Even  in 
private  life,  a  man  would  sooner  and  more 
easily  pardon  an  injury  done  him  by  a  re- 
lation or  old  friend,  than  an  injury  done 
him  by  an  utter  stranger,  or  by  one  with 
whom  he  never  had,  nor  ever  expected  to 
have,  any  cordial  friendship. 

This,  my  Lords,  leads  me,  of  course,  to 
consider  what  we  have  got  by  the  Con- 
vention now  under  our  consideration;  and 
here,  my  Lords,  I  must  say,  I  am  surprized 
to  hear  it  afiirmed,  that  we  have  got^  no 
more  by  this  Convention,  than  what  the 
king  of*^  Spain  had  before  allowed  to  be 
due.  To  support  this  assertion,  we  have 
been  told,  tliat  the  Spaniards  had  not  one 
shilling  to  demand  of  us;  and  that  the 
OSfOOOL  was  not  to  be  paid  by  them,  un- 
less our  South  Sea  Company  first  paid 
them  or  made  them  a  present,  as  it  was 
called,  of  68,000^.  but  both  these  facts 
must  appear  to  have  been  very  much  mis- 
represented. The  Spaniards  certainly 
made  a  very  great  demand  upon  us :  a  de- 
mand that  far  exceeded  60,000/.     They 
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dettiafided  flill  reptiBtion  tet  all  die  da- 
mage we  did  them  in  die  year  1718,  which, 
alfccordi&g  to  their  way  ef  reckonmgy  weuld 
heire  amounted  to  moris  than  ten  timea 
00,0002.  for  the V  said,  that  though  his  Ca- 
diolic  majesty  had  agreed,  by  the  treaty 
m  1721  >  to  accept  of  restitutioh  of  the 
lihips  we  had  aetually  taken  from  him^  yet 
he  nad  not  by  that,  or  any  other  treaty, 
given  up  his  claim  for  the  other  damages 
we  had  done  him ;  and  that,  if  he  had,  he 
was  not  obliged  to  stand  to  it,  because  we 
had  not  complied  with  the  restitution  sti- 
pulated by  tliat  treaty.  Whether  this  de* 
mond  was  just  or  not,  is  what  I  shall  not 
take  upon  me  to  determine ;  but  it  was 
certainly  made,  and  strongly  insisted  on 
by  Spain  ;  » nd  if  we  got  them  to  agree  to 
reduce  it  to  60,000^.  I  must  think  it  was 
prudent  in  us  to  allow  them,  by  way  of  a 
friendly  accommodation,  to  deduct  that 
sum  out  of  what  was  due  to  our  merchants, 
oft  account  of  the  depredations  committed 
by  their  subjects  on  the  American  seas. 
It  is  true,  we  do  not  receive  this  sum  in 
ready  money,  but,  I  think,  it  is  more  be- 
neficial to  us  than  if  we  did ;  because,  by 
allowing  it  to  be  deducted,  we  get  free  of 
a  demand  which  amounted  to  a  great  deal 
more,  and  which  would  have  been  a  per- 
petual bone  of  contention  between  us  and 
a  people  with  whom  we  ought,  if  possible, 
to  cultivate  a  sood  correspondence. 

Now,  my  Lords,  with  regard  to  the 
68,0002.  claimed  by  Spain  from  our  South 
Sea  Company,  I  cannot  comprehend  how 
any  one  can  imagine,  that  the  court  of 
Spain  is  resolved  not  to  pay  the  95,0002. 
stipulated  by  this  Convendon,  unless  tliis 
68,0002.  be  first  paid  to  them  by  our  Com- 
pany. I  am  sure  there  is  no  such  condi- 
tion in  the  Convention.  Our  South  Sea 
Company  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Convention ;  all  accounts  and  differences 
between  them  and  the  crown  of  Spain 
being  expressly  exrcepted,  in  that  yery  Ar- 
ticle by  which  the  95,0002.  is  stipulated, 
and  the  Company  not  so  much  ad  once 
mentioned  in  any  other  part  of  the  treaty. 
Even  his  Catholic  majesty's  declaration  or 
protestation,  does  not  subject  the  payment 
of  the  95,0002.  to  any  such  condition ;  for 
all  that  was  meant  by  that  protestation 
was,  to  preserve  to  his  Catholic  majesty 
his  right  to  suspend  the  Assiento  contract, 
in  case  the  company  should  foil  in  per- 
forming their  part  of  that  ccmtract ;  wnich 
tight  was  estid}]f8hed  in  his  Catholic  ma- 
jesty, and  his  sucessors,  not  only  by  ^e 
vetynature  of  the  contract  itself,  but  by 
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tife  expreM  words  of  tbecendaBkm  orn- 
tificatioii  of  that  contract;  his  Calb«iic 
maiesty's  words  beiiu^,  **  And  I  prooiK 
add  assure,  upon  my  mitb  and  ro^  word, 
that,  provided  the  Company  of  Eogfamd 
perform  this  contract  on  their  part,  so  fir 
as  concerns  them,  and  aa  they  are  (ibliged, 
I  will  perform  it  oh  ray  part" 

Thus  it  appears,  my  Lords,  dot  die 
payment  of  the  95,00012.  is  not  by  diisCdB- 
vention,  nor  even  bv  the  king  of  Sfmh 
protestation,  to  be  delayed,  modi  ks  de- 
nied, on  account  of  our  Sooth  Sea  Com- 
pany's not  paying  the  68,000^  dead 
from  them  by  Spam.  Therefore  it  is  not 
our  business,  upon  the  present  ocgssod, 
to  enouire  whether  that  claim  be  just  or 
no.  Ine  company  may  have  greater  daiisi 
upon  the  crown  of  Spiun,  imd  jet  Spain 
may  think  themselves  justified  in  not  ad- 
mitting of  compensation;  fbl'asthed2Bi! 
the  company  has  upon  the  crown  of  Spain) 
proceeds  from  the  seizure  of  tbeir  efiecti 
m  the  years  1718  and  1727,  which  haw 
not  yet,  according  to  treaties,  been  Mf 
restored;  and  as  the  court  of  Spain's  dais 
upon  the  compamf  proceeds  efltirdj  iroa 
the  Assiento  trade,  there  may,  ma  the 
very  nature  of  compensatioo,  be  sonie 
reason  not  to  admit  of  it  in  this  esM;  !»> 
cause  the  king  of  Spain  may  alledge,  that 
by  restoring  the  very  efiecfes  that  ven 
seized,  he  may  still  me  himself  from  ik 
payment  of  miy  money,  or  he  rasv  saj, 
that  what  is  din  by  ham  on  that  accoost, 
is  not  yet  fidly  settled  and  ascenained; 
and  that  therefore  he  cannot  alloir  it  is 
compensation  of  a  nett  sum,  which,  he 
says,  the  company  has  confessed  to  be  dse 
to  him.  My  Lords,  I  do  not  Bay,  that  aj 
of  these  arguments  are  just,  I  onlj  mo- 
tion them  to  riiew,  that  none  of  our  di^ 
putes  with  Spain  are  ao  clear,  or  so  easilf 
adjusted,  as.  some  have  been  pleased  to 
represent. 

X  hope  it  will  now  ampear  to  ym\(rir 
ahips^  tnat  we  are,  by  tms  Conventtoo,  m 
receive  the  ftlU  sum  of  95,000&  from  Sp 
and  that  to  this  sum  we  ought  to  adatbe 
60(000^.  we  have  allowed,  for  which  Sp«0 
has  given  upa  demand  ^ehad  upon  is <> 
a  much  larger  extent ;  therefore  we  no^ 
allow,  that  the  reparation  granted  ns  bj 
this  Convention  tor  our  losses  hf^ 
Dec.  10, 1737,  ftraoutits  to  the  full  sum  rf 
155,000^.  wliich  iff  more  thanl5f.in^ 
pound  of  what  we  redlly  lost ;  and  befort  I 
heard  of  this  treaty,  I  should  have  thoogHt 
him  a  very  unreasonable  merchanti  asdi 
very  bad  couatijnaaBD,  that  had  told  ne,  ^ 
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rould  not  willingly  accept  of  I5s.  in  the 
pound  in  full  of  what  he  had  lost,  rather 
than  see  his  country  invohred  in  a  war 
igainst  Spain,  and  at  such  a  juncture.  I 
iay,  ray  Lords,  that  \55fiOQl.  the  sum 
ve  are  to  receive  by  way  of  reparation, 
unounts  to  more  than  155.  in  the  pound 
ipon  our  real  loss  :  because  our  own 
;ommissaries  did  not  value  it  at  more  than 
}00fl00i.  and  I  have  heard  no  ^ood  reason 
(iren,  why  we  should  discredit  their  re- 
)ort,  nor  do  I  believe,  from  the  charac- 
er  I  have  heard  of  the  gentlemen,  that 
hey  would  have  received,  much  less 
obeyed,  any  instnictions,  by  which  they 
rere  enjoined  not  to  admit  of  those  de- 
nandfi,  which  appeared  to  them  to  be  rea- 
tonable  and  just :  the  Spaniards,  we  know, 
nake  heavy  complaints  against  them,  for 
laving  admitted  of  the  most  extravagant 
Jaims,  and  for  refusing  no  claim  that  was 
aid  before  them  ;  so  "that,  like  good  ar- 
Wrators,  they  are  blamed  by  both  sides, 
^hich  is  8el()om  a  sign  of  injustice.  As 
w  the  "five  ships  mentioned  in  the  4th 
irlfcle  of  this  Convention,  they  were  in- 
duded  in  the  200,000/.  at  which  our 
osses  were  valued  by  our  commissaries : 
md  therefore,  if  any  part  of  any  of 
hem  has  been  restored,  the  value  ought 
n  justice  to  be  deducted  out  of  the 
)5,000/.  to  be  paid  to  us,  by  Spain,  for  our 
osses  in  general. 

We  are  so  far,  my  Lords,  from  having 
)btained  no  reparation,  that,  1  think,  I 
nay  now  venture  to  say,  we  have  obtained 
3y  this  Convention,  a  more  ample  repara- 
ion  than  was  ever  obtained  by  this  na- 
ion  in  anjr  former  preliminary  treaty. 
Rven  in  Oliver  Cromwell's  time,  by  the 
reaty  of  peace,  after  the  war  we  then  had 
vith  the  Dutch,  he  accepted,  by  way  of 
)reliminary,  of  an  immediate  payment  of 
10,000/.  in  part  of  satisfaction  for  a  great 
lumber  of  British  ships  that  had  been 
^ized  and  detained  in  the  dominions  of  the 
«ng  of  Denmark.  This,  my  Lords,  was 
lUhe  insisted  on  by  the  treaty,  though  it 
i^as  not  near  equal  to  the  loss  we  had 
itistained,  the  rest  being  referred  to  be 
settled  by-  commissaries  respectively  ap- 
pointed by  the  two  republics ;  and  yet  it 
^U}:t  be  allowed,  that  no  man  ever  insisted 
nore  strenuously  upon  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  his  country,  and  that  he  had  the 
?ood  fortune  to  live  at  a  time,  when  none 
9f  our  neighbours  were  in  any  tolerable 
condition  to  engage  in  War,  or  to  form  a 
confederacy  against  us. 

Having  now  shewn,  my  Lords,  that  w^ 
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have  got,  by  this  Convention,  as  ample  a 
satisfaction  for  past  losses  as  any  reasona- 
ble man  could  expect,  I  shall  beg  le$ve  to 
consider,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  what  is  stipu- 
lated, with  regara  to  our  future  security^ 
and  upon  this  head  I  shall  first  observe, 
that  from  the  nature  of  the  dispute  be- 
tween Spain  and  us,  we  could  not  expect 
that  it  was  possible  to  provide,  properly  or 
fully,  for  our  future  security  by  preliminary 
'articles.  Tlie  Spaniards  do  not  pretend 
to  deny  our  right  to  a  free  navigation  upon 
the  open  seas  of  America;  but  the  (dispute 
between  us  is,  what  shall  be  reckoned 
the  open  seas  of  Aiherica.  They  say, 
that  their  coasts  cannot  be  called  open 
sea ;  and  that  therefore,  if  any  one  of  our 
ships  come  upon  their  coasts  without  ne- 
cessity, they  have  a  right  to  search  her,  in 
order  to  see  whether  she  has  been  con- 
cerned in  any  illicit  trade  with  their  settle- 
ments :  They  say  farther,  that  their  coasts 
in  America,  as  well  as  their  coasts  in 
Europe,  are  within  their  own  dominions  : 
that  they  have  a  power  to  maike  what  re- 
gulations they  please  within  their  own  do- 
minions ;  ana  that  therefore,  they  have  a 
power  to  regulate  what  shall  be  deemed 
testimonies  of  a  ship's  having  been  con- 
cerned in  an  illicit  trade,  if  such  ship  be 
found  upon  their  coast.  Now,  my  Lords, 
that  evexy  nation  has  a  sort  of  a  right  to, 
and  a  dominion  over,  what  may  properly 
be  called  their  own  coasts,  is  what,  I  believe,, 
no  man  that  understands  any  thing  of  the 
law  of  nations  will  deny  ;  but  the  question 
is,  how  far  out  at  sea  these  coasts  snail  ex- 
tend ;  and  as  this  is  a  question  that  has 
not  yet  been  determined  by  any  treaty  be- 
tween Spain  and  us,  it  must  be  very  par- 
ticularly enquired  into,  before  any  settle- 
ment can  be  made  by  a  new  treaty.  There 
may  be  reasons  for  confining  the  coast 
witnin  much  narrower  bounds  in  some 
seas  than  m  others.  In  those  seas,  where 
the  commmon  course  of  navigation  lies 
very  near  the  shore,  the  coast  of  the  neigh- 
bouring country  must  be  Very  much  con- 
fined ;  and  in  those  seas,  where  the  com- 
mon course  of  navigation  never  approaches 
near  the  shore,  the  neighbouring  country, 
or  state,  may  be  allowed  to  extend  their 
coasts  to  a  greater  distance  at  sea. 

These  considerations,  my  Lords,  shew 
how  difficult  it  will  be  to  regulate  what  the 
Spaniardi  may  be  allowed  to  call  ihebf? 
coasts  in  the  American  seas,  what  may  be 
called  a  necessity  for  a  ship's  approaching 
their  coasts,  and  what  may  be  called  proper 
testimonies,  or  proofs  of  a  ship's  havmg 
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been  concerned  in  an  fllicit  trade;  and  no 
man  who  considered  these  difficulties  could 
eiq^ectythatdieyoouldberemovedinashoft 
time»orby  a  preliminary  treaty.  Thene- 
gociators  on  ooth  sides  will  certainly  be 
obliged  to  send  to  the  West  Indiea,  in 
order  to  have  proper  information  £ram 
tiiose,  who  are  perfectly  acquainted  with 
the  narisation  in  those  sees;  and  both 
may,  penums^be  obliged  to  send  a  second 
time,  m  order  to  have  those  difficulties  an- 
swered, y>r  removed,  that  may  be  started 
upon  the  first  conferences.  It  is  not  'our 
riffht  to  a  free  navigation  in  the  open  seas 
of  America :  it  is  not  our  right  to  carry 
in  our  ships  what  goods  we  please  from 
one  part  or  his  Majesty's  dommions  to  the 
other :  it  is  the  riffht  the  Spaniards  have  to 
take  methods,  ana  to  prescribe  rules,  with- 
in their  own  dominions,  that  is  to  say,  upon 
their  own  coasts,  for  preventing  an  ilucit 
trade  with  their  settlements  in  America, 
that  is  to  be  regulated  bv  the  ^ilenipoten- 
Claries  respectively  named  by  this  Conven- 
tion :  and  in  this,  our  plenipotentiaries,  if 
they  were  inclined,  can  do  us  no  injury; 
because  the  regulations  they  agree  to  can 
be  of  no  force,  till  they  are  raufi^  by  his 
Majesty. 

Whatever  some  lords  may  think  of  the 
distinction  between  a  right  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  that  right,  however  incomprehen- 
sible they  may  think  it,  I  must  look  on  it 
as  a  just  and  a  proper  distinction;  for  a  man 
may  have  a  right  to  an  estate,  and  yet  his 
enjoyment  of  Uiat  right  maybe  regulated, 
or  even  restrained,  bv  some  right  or  privi- 
leges granted  to  another.  We  have  a  right 
to  a  free  navigation  in  the  seas  of  Ameri- 
ca; but  we  have,  by  the  treaty  in  1670, 
granted  the  Spaniards  an  exclusive  right 
to  the  trade  with  their  own  settlements  in 
that  part  of  the  world;  and  therefore  we 
have,  according  to  an  established  maxim 
in  law,  granted  them  every  thing  that  is 
necessary  for  the  enjoyment  of  that  ex- 
clusive nght.  For  (his  purpose  they  say, 
that  they  must  search  such  foreign  shipft 
'  as  approach  their  coasts  without  any  neces- 
sitj^  and  must  make  them  liable  to  confis- 
cation, if  any  thing  should  be  found  on 
board,  th£^  is  the  proper  produce  of  dieir 
settlements;  because,  without  this,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  them  to  exclude 
foreigners  from  carrying  on  a  trade  with 
their  settlements;  and  if  this  privilege 
should  be  allowed  them,  as  a  consequence 
of  the  exclusive  right  we  have  agreed  to 
by  the  treaty  in  1670,  it  woidd  be  a  sect 
•f  restraint  upon  our  enjoyment  of  the 
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ri^t  we  have  to  a  fkee  nav^galiaii  in  4e 
seas  of  America.  I  am  fiur  firam  grmtiDi, 
my  Lord8,'tliat  there  is  anv  founution  for 
this  pretence.  .  I  do  not  think,  that  mch 
a  jffivil^e  is  absolutely  neoesaar^  for  eas- 
bhn^  them  to  enjoy  tbeir  exclusive  ri^: 
but  if  it  were,  they  wookl  have  some  res- 
son  for  insisting  upon  it;  and  whether  it 
be  so  or  not,  is  a  question  that  oouhi  not 
be  enquired  into  in  a  short  time^  andooo- 
sequently  could  not  be  determioed  by  i 
preliminary  article. 

These  are  the  disputes,  my  Lords,  upso 
which  our  foture  securi^ depends ;  andas 
these  di»utes  are  of  such  a  nature  that 
they  coaid  not  be  settled  ma  short  time, 
therefore  we  could  not  eiqiect,  that  on 
foture  security  could  be  provided  for  aoj 
otherway  than  it  is  by  this  preliminary  Coo- 
vention ;  nor  could  we  in  thia  case  stipn- 
late  any  suspension:  we  could  not  atipuiate, 
that  th^  should  suqiend  nearching  oor 
ships  upon  the  hi^  seas ;  because  it  s 
what  they  never  pretended  to:  such  i 
stipulation  would  r^y  have  been  a  tat 
of  acknowledgment,  tnat  our  r^t  to  i 
free  navigation  on  the  open  seas  of  AID^ 
rica  was  a  dilutable  point;  and  if  he  kid 
desired  theqi  to  suspend  taking  those  di» 
sures,  whidi  thejr  wink  absolutdv  neoei- 
saiy  for  preventing  an  illicit  trade,  the? 
would  have  looked  on  it  aa  the  demand  c:' 
a  privile^  to  carry  on  such  a  trade,  tL 
the  defiditive  treaty  should  be  condu(kd. 
which  is  a  demand  we  could  not  expect 
they  would  grant.  Besides^wehadDOsc- 
casion  to  ijtemand  any  auspenaion  in  ti» 
CBB& ;  because  during  the  eight  montb  k 
which  thisaffidristooefinall^detemiiiie^ 
we  shaU  have  a  squadron  m  the  We^ 
Indies,  that  will  be  suffideit  to  protect  oci 
trade,  against  any  injuatioe  that  can  be 
oonunitted  by  theur  guarda  costaa. 

As  for  the  Article  that  lelatea  to  settlfflg 
limits  between  Florida  and  Carolins,  l&o: 
surprized,  my  Lords,  to  hear  it  found  hA 
with.  We  luKve  got  mote  by  tfaas  artide, 
than  we  could  ever  bef<»e  get  Inrany  tres- 
ty  between  us  and  Spain;  forbyttatv- 
tide,  we  have  got  them  to  acknowledge  bv 
name,  our  right  to  Carolina ;  and  thooei) 
we  now  ffve  the  name  of  Geotgia  ioux 
Southern  parts  of  Candina«  yet  as  Geofu 
was  formerly  a  part  of  tKat  coontrtto 
wliich,'in  ffencnral,  we  gave  die  nan^  fi 
Carolina,  I  think  this  article  i^uJm  ■ 
acfcnowledgmem  of  our  r%iit  to  ueoifii* 
and  shews  that  the  Spaniards  do  not  » 

Ctewith  us  our  rights  to  that  provisoi^ 
t  oidy  the .  loiita  between  what  we  aer ! 
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call  Geo«^  andiHiai  they«idwe  odl 
Florida,  lliey  migr  perbafMi^pretend,  that 
we  iiave  extended  our  Mmenents  in 
Georgia  too  muchtowaidB  tlie  Southfrard» 
and,  by  that  meuM,  have  encroached  upon 
their  tcrrttories  in  Florida;  but  from  this 
artide  it  oamiot  ao  much  aa  be  presumed. 
Chat  diej  inC^kl  to  diqiute  our  having  a 
right  to  any  part  of.  Georgia;  and  if  th^y 
should,  our  plenipotentiariea  may  refuse  to 
treat  with  them  upon  such  terms;  for  by 
this  article  they  are  laid  under  no  oUiga^ 
tbn  to  doso.  Hera,  indeed^  the  very  na- 
ture of  the  disDute  made  a  suniension 
necesiary;  but  1  must  observe,  that  this 
nispension  is  mutual ;  for  the  Spaniards  are 
oUiged  to  suspend  increasing  their  fortifi- 
cations, or  takmgany  new  posts  in  Florida, 
as  much  as  we  aie  in  Carolina ;  and  as 
Iknita  between  frontier  provinoes  are  ^ 
neraJly  referred  to  be  settled  by  commis* 
laries,  after  a  definitive  treaty  is  concluded, 
[  am  sure  no  &ult  can  be  round  with  re- 
GsrriDg  the  limits  between  these  two  pro- 
viaoes  to  be  settled  by  plenipotentiaries, 
Darned  and  appointed  by  a  prdiminary. 

I  have  now  shewn,  JL  hope,  my  Lords, 
that  by  this  Convention  we  have  got  all 
ire  could  reaaonably  expect  by  a  prelimi- 
saty;  from  whence  it  must  be  presumed, 
Ithink,  that  we  are  ina  ftirway  of  astting 
ill  we  can  reaaooably  demand,  by  the  so- 
lemn treaty  that  is  to  be  concluded  in 
pvniance  of  this  pieliminarv,  within  the 
ipace  of  eight  months,  which  is  the  short- 
eit  time  that  could  be  men  for  settling 
those  disputes,  which  still  subsist  between 
us  and  Spain.  Therefore,  if  the  a&irs  of 
Europe  were  in  as  favourable  a  situation 
ts  we  could  wish,  if  our  own  circumstances 
trere  aa  happy  as  we  could  desire,  it  would 
bare  been.imprudent  in  us  to  have  begun 
Utilities,  when  we  have  found  the  court 
of  Spain  so  well  inclined  to  rive  us  all  rea- 
K>naUe  satisfiictien :  his  MajeHy  would 
Ikave  acted  contrary  to  the  advice  |iven 
liim  last  session  by  his  parliament,  if  he 
M  refused  to  accept  ot  such  a  prelimi- 
ur^  Convention,  by  commencing  hos- 
tilities we  mi{Eht,  peroaps,  hate  added- to 
}ur  glory,  ana  might  have  siven  more  sd- 
tisfiiction  to  those  who  delimt  in  strife  and 
intention,  as  well  as  to  BM^n  of  desperate 
ibrtunes,  who  want  to  fish  in  troubled 
raters;  but  these  sorts  of  menare  such  as 
10  wise  government  will  endeavour  to  sa» 
^ ;  and  every  one  knows,  that  the  hap- 
[nness  of  a  country  is  distinct  firom,  and 
often-  inconsistent  with  its  glory.  The 
late  long  of  Sweden,  by  seeking  his  own 


dory  in  war,  raised  it  to  a  very.hig^  pitch ; 
but  ne  ruined,  he  dispeopled  his  country  r 
and  if  we  follow  the  exaqiiii^  of  cardinal 
Fleori  (for  I  think  I  may  name  him) 
which  tne  noble  lord  that  spoke  last  has 
been  pleased  to  recommend  to  us,  we  fihaU 
never  go  to  war  without  an  absolute  ne* 
cessity ;  for  he  has  procured  more  happi- 
ness for  his  country,  and  acquired  more 
glory  to  himself,  than  the  late  French 
monarch  did  by  all  his  wars,  and  by  all  the 
tep«6trv  or  historical  looms  he  set  to  work, 
assisted  by  an*  infinite  number  of  poems, 

regyrics,  and  pieces  of  painting,  whicli 
procured  at  a  vast  public  expence,  for 
celebrating  the  heroic  actions  he  |>er« 
formed  by  his  generals  and  his  armies ;  for 
whatever  share  he  might  claim  in  the 
glory,  I  think  he  took  care  never  to  have 
any  share  in  the  danser. 

1 9ay,  my  Lords,  if  the  affiurs  of  £^rope, 
as  well  as  our  domestic  affairs,  had  been  in 
the  best  situation,  it  wOuld  have  been  im- 
prudent in  us  to  have  engaged  in  war,  es- 
pecially a^iainst  Spain,  wnen  we  founil 
ourselves  in  so  fiur  a  way  of  obtaining  all 
we  could  desire  by  peaceable  means ;  duV 
as  neither  our  own  affairs,  nor  the  afiairs 
of  Europe,  can  be  -said  to  be  at  present  in 
a  Very  favourable  situation,  it  was  certainly 
our  business  to  avoid  engaging  in  war,  9$ 


this  juncture,  if  possible,  ^hat  this  si- 
tuation  may  be  owing  to,  I  shall  not  take 
upon  me  to  determine ;  but,  with  respect 
to  our  domestic  afiairs,  \  am  sure,  the  si- 
tuation they  are  in  is  not  owing  to  any 
late  mismanagement  here  at  home.  The 
d^bte  and  the  taxes  we  are  at  present 
loaded  with,  are  knpwn  to  be  the  unhappy 
relics  of  the  last  heavy  war  we  were  en- 
gaged in  against  France  and  Spain.  We 
have  never  since  engaged  in  any  war,  we 
have  been  put  to  no  expence,  but  what 
has  been  authorized  or  approved  by  par- 
liament, as  being  absolutely  necessarv  for 
the  current  service;  ihereibre  if  we  nave 
paid  off  but  a  small  part  of  the  debt  we 
incurred  during  that  war,  it  can  proceed 
from  no  mismanagement,  but  from  a  ten- 
der regard  to  the  people,  which  prevented 
our  loading  them  with  more  taxes  than 
were  absolutely  necessary,  for  paying  the 
interest  growing  due  to  the  creditors  of  the 
public,  and  for  defraying  that  expoiof 
whidi  the  parliament,  from  year  t^  year, 
thought  necessary  for  the  public  service. 

And  with  regard  to  the  present  situar 
tion  of  affiurs  in  Europe,  it  may,  for  what 
I  know,  my  Lords,  be  owning  to  the  am* 
biUoD  of  09C.Cflurt|.and  the  pride  and  eb- 
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stinacy  of  another ;  but,  I  am  sare,  it  can 
be  lio  way  justly  imputed  to  the  bad  con- 
duct of  any  of  daote  who  are  now,  or  have 
lately  been,  employed  in  the  adminiatra^ 
tion  of  our  public  afibirs. .  Our  miniaterB 
are  neither  the  masters  nor  the  directors 
of  the  councils  of  foreign  princes  or  states ; 
and  therefore,  cannot  be  justly  made  to 
account  for  their  actions  or  behaviour. 
They  may  be  made  to  account  for  their 
'  own ;  but,  with  regard  even  to  their  own 
behaviour,  we  ought  not  to  judge  of  their 
measures  by  the  event,  we'  ought  to  con- 
sider them  in  the  light  the^  appeared  in 
whep  taken :  it  is  easy  to  find  tault  with 
past  measures,  when  cross  accidents  hap* 
pen  that  could  not,  be  then  foreseen,  or 
when  time  clears  up  facts  that  could  not 
be  then  discovereci;  but,  whatever  our 
late  measures  may  have  been  with  recard 
to  foreign  afiairs,  those  who  advised  them 
have  had  the  good  fortune  to  have  every 
step  of  their  conduct  approved  of  by  par- 
liament. Even  the  late  treaty  of  Hanover, 
which  some  people  now  pretend  to  find 
fault  with,  was  approved  by  parliament : 
and  I  still  think  it  deserved  the  approba- 
tion it  met  with ;  for,  by  the  treaty  between 
the  emperor  and  Spain  in  1725,  they  had 
certainly  both  formed  projects  against  the 
trade  or  the  possessions  of  this  nation : 
the  emperor  had  formed  a  project  of  estab- 
lishing the  trade  of  Flanders  upon  Uie 
ruins  of  the  trade  of  tliis  kingdom ;  and 
the  court  of  Spain  had  formed  a  project 
for  wresting  from  us  the  important  for- 
tresses of  Gibraltar  and  rort-mahon. 
Against  these  projects,  the  best,  indeed 
the  only  measure  we  could  take,  was  the 
defensive  alliance  we  entered  into  with 
France,  by  the  treaty  of  Hanover;  and 
this  accordingly  put  an  end  to  the  ambi- 
tious projects  both  of  the  Emperor  and 
Spain :  or,  at  leaist,  the  measures  we  took 
in  pursuance  of  that  treaty,  prevented  their 
being  able  to  carry  any  of  them  into  exe- 
cution. The  measures  we  took  upon 
the  breaking  out  of  the  l^e  war  between 
France  and  the  emperor,  had  likewise  the 

good  fortune  to  be  authorized  or  approved 
y  parliament,  and,  I  think,  with  great  rea- 
son .  We  had  then  no  demands  either  upon 
France  and  Spain,  at  least,  none  that  either 
of  them  had  expressly  refused  to  comply 
with :  therefore,  firom  our  own  interest, 
we  had  no  call  to  engage  in  that  war,  un- 
less it  had  been  pu^ed  so  far  as  to  en- 
danger the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  ; 
and  surely,  we  are  not  obliged  to  support 
the  court  of  Vienna  in  all  the  ambitious 
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|NrcrieGts  they  nay  nmn,  nor  were  vi 
obliged  to  aaiist  them  m  a  war  they  hA 
brought  upon  theoM^ves,  by  endewrour- 
ing  to  prescribe  rules  to  an  independeDt 
kinedom,  in  the  election  of  its  sovereign. 
Thus,  my  Lords,  I  hanre  stated  ip  t 
proper  light,  those  hcta  which,  I  tiunk, 
nave  been  very  much  mistaken  by  umt 
lords  who  have  spoken  in  this  debate;  aad 
I  have  endeavoured  to  do  it  with  tbat 
plainness  and  simplicity  whidi  becomedi 
the  dignity  of  this  House.  If  wit  smi 
eloquence  could  have  any  wei^t  vitb 
your  lordships,  those  who  have  spoke  upos 
the  other  side  of  the  question  could  tA 
hnve  failed  of  persuading ;  but  I  think,  it 
is  a  bad  con^plhnent  to  your  lordduffe' 
judgment,  to  attempt  to  persuade  by  siie^ 
means:  Iknowyourlonlships'caatiooafld 
penetration,  and  therefore,  if  1  could,  I 
should  not  attempt  to  impose  upon  jour 
judgment  by  wit,  or  eloquence,  especaUy 
in  the  present  question ;  because  the  side 
on  which  I  speak  stands  in  need  of  nose 
of  the  arts  of  persuasion :  if  H  be  riared 
in  its  true  add  natural  light,  tike  trotb^it 
must  be  irresistible. 

Lord  Bathurst : 

My  Lords;  in  what  I  have  to  ofierto 
your  lordships  upon  the  subject  now  under 
our  consideration,  1  shall  not  so  nacfa  as  at- 
tempt an^r  sort  of  rhetorical  stile:  I  have  is- 
deed,  1  think,  much  less  occakion  for  it  tbao 
the  noble  lord  whospokelast;  forfitcttspeik 
themselves,  and  all  the  fiu:to  that  relate  u 
the  present  question,  are  so  plainly  agaiatf 
that  side  which  his  lordship  aeemed  to  ia* 
vour,  that  he  must  pardon  me,  if  1  thinli; 
he  could  have  said  but  veiy  little,  if  be  bid 
made  qo  use  of  any  of*  the  arta  of  d«- 
ouence.  If  it  wf  re  possible  to  imagine 
tliat  wit  or  eloouence  could  have  any  in- 
fluence upon  tnis  House,  I  sfaoukl  haie 
but  little  encouragement  to  think  mj^' 
capable  of  either ;  for  in  all  the  importaat 
questions  tliat  have  happened,  almoatem 
since  I  have  had  a  seat  nere,  the  majori^ 
has  generally  been  against  that  side  of  the 
question,  on  which  1  had  the  misfortonetd 
speak ;  ^et  I  always  thou^t  1  had  reafoi 
on  my  side ;  but  as  now  I  think  I  have  i 
great  deal  more  reason  thtti  ever  I  ind 
upon  any  former  occasion,  I  hope  to  meet 
with  a  different  fate.  That  diereafetf- 
semblies  which  are  led  hy  their  pacing 
and  that  in  such  assemblies  only  tbe  v^ 
of  elpquence  can  be  of  service,  I  shaU  rtf- 
dlly  grant :  but  I  must  observe,  that  v 
some  pasjBioDS  are  to  be  led  by  theaenaea^' 
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tearing,  th^re  are  odiera- which  are  to  be  siderable  harm  to  an  enemy  in  case  of  a 
led  bj  the  tense  of  feding  alone :  and,  if ;  war,  can  have  no  influence  in  obtaining  a 
[  were  not  fully  conTinced,  that  the  main-  j  peace.  Our  squadron  sent  to  the  Medi- 
wrsof  this  assembly  are  governed  by  rea*  terranean  was,  it  seems,  designed  to  be  a 
(00,  and  by  nothing  else,!  should  never  i  harmless  squadron ;  and  that  which  was 
ittempt  to  ^eak,  because  I  know  myself  sent  to  the  West-IndieSy  it  is  allowed,  must 


18  little  capable  of  touching  those  passions 
jiatare  to  be  led  by  feeling,  as  1  am  of 
ouchingthese  that  are  to  be  led  by  hearing. 

My  Lords,  when  we  granted  those  ex> 
raordinary' powers  that  were  given  last 
lessioD  to  the  crown,  I  believe  none  of 
roor  lordships  meant,  I  am  sure  I  did  not 
magine,  that,  in  consequence  of  that 
prant,  the  nation  was  to  be  put  to  any  ex- 
raordinary  expence,  as  long  as  there  were 
he  least  hopes  left  of  an  accommodation. 
rheae  hopes,  I  knew,  might  have  been  de* 
ennined  by  the  return  of  one  courier : 
rhey  ought  to  have  been  so,  considering 
bw  far  the  season  of  the  year  was  ad* 
mnced,  and  the  danger  our  navigation  and 
:ommerce  lay  expmed  to  in  the  mean 
ime«  It' was  only  sending  orders  by  a 
MHirier  to  our  mmister  at  the  court  of 
Spain,  to  have  put  two  or  three  plain  ques- 
ions  to  that  court,  by  way  of  Ultimatum, 
uid  to  have  insisted  on  a  speedy  and  cate- 
^ical  answer.  This,  1  knew,  might  have 
)eeii  done  in  three  or  four  weeks :  and 
berefore,  when  I  heard  oi  our  great  naval 
reparations,  I  expected  nothing  but  war : 
1  expected  diat  some  of  my  honest  neigh- 
wurs  in  the  country  would  be  relieved 
irom  the  burden  of  quartering  soldiers ; 
)ecause  I  made  no  doubt,  but  that  a  large 
>ody  of  our  troops  would  be  embarked  on 
M)ard  our  fleet,  and  sent  where  thfey  might 
je  of  some  service  to- their  country.  I 
ittle  thought  that  this  session  of  parliament 
rould  have  opened  with  a  sort  of  treaty 
»r  convention,  that  gives  iis  neither  war 
lor  peace,  nor  any  thing,  in  my  opinion, 
^ut  shame  and  confusion. 

Indeed,  when  I  heard  our  squadrons 
rere  sailed,  and  found  by  the  con^plaints 
>f  my  neighbours,  that  our  troops  re* 
nained,  1  cannot  say  quiet,  in  their  quar- 
ers,  1  began  to  suspect  some  new  Cartha- 
fena  expedition.  I  began  to  fear  that  our 
ham  war  would  end  in  a  shatn  peace;  and 
tow  I  find  my  fears  were  not  without  foun- 
iatioo.  But,  my  Lords,  if  we  had  ch- 
ained as  honourable  a  treaty  as  ever  was 
included  by  this  or  any  nation,  I  would, 
levertheless,  have  ventured  to  have  said, 
liat  the  expence  we  put  ourselves  to,  the 
(quadrons  we  fitted  out,  had  no  share  in 
)btaining  it ;  fw  surely  those  fleets,  thdse 
varhke  preparations,  that  can  do  no  con- 


have  been  so,  till  they  go^  some  land- 
forces  on  board,  for  which  no  preparations 
were  made,  either  at  home,  or  in  our 
plantations.  But  we  are  told,  that  land 
forces  might  soon  have  been  raised  in  our 
plantations,  which  is  a  fact  I  very  much 
doubt  of :  we  have,  as  yet,  but  few  spare 
hands  in  any  of  our  plantations,  and  to 
have  taken  men  from  ttiat  valuable  labour,  , 
in  which  our  planters  and  their  servants 
are  always  employed,  would  have  been  a 
great  loss  to  our  trade.  It  would  have 
been  mudi  better  to  have  sent  eight  or  ten  . 
thousand  of  the  idle  fellows  we  have  at 
home,  to  some  of  our  most  healthful  plan- 
tations, in  order  to  have  been  there  ready 
at  a  call ;  for  the  difierence  of  the  climate 
is  so  far  from  being  an  argument  against, 
that  it  is  a  strong  argument  for  sending 
them  thither  some  months  before  we  have 
use  for  them,  that  they  may  have  time  to 
be  seasoned  to  the  climate,  and  to  recover 
from  the  fatigues  of  a  long  voyage,  before 
they  are  sent  upon  any  expedition  against 
an  enemy. 

This,  my  Lords,  would  have  had  a 
greater  inmienceupon  the  Court  of  Spain, 
than  all  die  men  of  war  we  fitted  out;  for 
I  must  think  it  was  a  very  extraordinary 
sort  of  management,?;  to  fit  out  above  a 
hundred  sail  of  men  of  war,  against  a  na- 
tion that  cannot  send  thirty  capital  ships 
to  sea.  Therefore,  if  the  Court  of  Spain 
was  to  be  frightened  or  threatened  into 
terms,  we  ought  to  have  sent  out  regi- 
ments of  foot,  instead  of  most  of  the  men 
of  war  that  were  fitted  out ;  and  if  that 
Court  was  not  to  be  threatened,  there  was 
no  occasion  for  putting  ourselves  to  any 
expence,  till  a  war  was  actually  resolved 
on.  As  tiiey  have  but  few  ships  at  sea,, 
and  those  they  have,  hard  to  be  met  with 
in  such  a  wide  ocean  as  that  between  Spain 
and  America,  our  squadrons,  without  a 
land-force  along  with  them,  can  do  them 
little  or  no  prejudice ;  and  suppose  we 
could  have  raised  a  siifHcient  land-force  in 
our  plantations,  it  will,  I  hope,  be  allowed, 
that^  after  we  had  sent  orders  for  raising 
that  land-force,  we  might  have  fitted  out 
a  squadron  here  at  home,  and  sent  it  thi- 
ther, time  enough  for  taking  thos^  land- 
forces  on  board,  before  they  could  have 
been  ready  to  embark.    Therefore  we  had 
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as  little  occasion  for  putting  ourselves  to 
tbeexpenee  of  naval  preparations,  as  we 
had  for  putting  ourselves  to  the  expence 
of  raising  land-forces^  till  we  had  got  a 
final  answer  from  Spain ;  and  without 
threatening  to  invade  some  of  their  terri- 
toriesy  in  Europe  or  America,  with  a  land- 
arm^,  our  numerous  squadrons  could  now 
as  httle  persuade  them  to  agree  to  our 
terms,  as  Hosier's  squadron  could  for- 
merly persuade  them  to  deliver  the  eflects 
of  their  galleons  into  his  hands. 

I  am  convinced,  my  Lords,  that  the 
squadrons  we  sent  out  last  summer^  like 
some  others  we  have  upon  former  occa- 
sions fitted  out.  gave  all  Europe  an  occa- 
sion of  mirth,  instead  of  giving  the  Spa- 
niards an  occasion  of  fear.  The  Court  of 
Spain  must  mistake  our  power,  or  despise 
our  management,  otherwise  they  would 
not  have  dared  to  have  offered  such  a  pre- 
liminary treaty,  as  we  have  stopped  to  ac- 
cept of.  Preliminaries  are  sometimes 
agreed  on  hy  nations  engaged  in  war, 
before  they  can  conclude  a  solemn  and  de- 
finitive treaty  of  peace ;  but  by  such  pre- 
liminaries the  most  material  points  are 
alwavs  settled,  and  some  pledges  are  ge- 
nerally given  for  performance  of  Articles. 
.  By^  these  preliminaries  no  one  material 
point  is  settled ;  the  only  one  Uiat  is  settled 
IS,  that  relating  to  the  damages  we  have 
sustained,  and  that  is  settled  by  our  agree- 
ing to  give  a  eeneral  release,  without  re- 
ceiving one  shilling  consideration.  Can 
this  be  called  a  treaty  ?  To  me  it  seems  as 
if  our  minister  had  presented  M.  de  la 
Quadra  with  a  Carte  Blanche,  a  sheet  of 
dean  paper,  and  desired  he  would  write 
what  he  pleased,  because  it  was  necessary 
for  us  to  have  a  treaty  of  some  kuid  or 
other. 

My  Lords,  I  shall  grant  that,  before  we 
resolve  on  a  war,  we  ought  to  consider 
what  we  may  lose,  as  well  as  what  wsl 
may  get ;  but,  I  hope,  it  will  be  allowed, 
that  before  we  conclude  a  peace,  or  any 
treaty  for  preventing  a  war,  we  ought  to 
consider  the  dangers  we  may  be  exposed 
to  by  submitting  to  an  infamous  peace,  as 
well  as  the  dangers  we  may  be  exposed  to 
by  engaging  in  a  just  and  honouraole  war. 
It  seems  now  to  become  a  fashionable  doc- 
trine among&t  us,  that  a  trading  nation 
ought  to  be  cautious  of  engaging  in  a  war. 
M3r  Lords,  it  is  directly  the  contrary  i  no 
nation  ought  to  go  to  war  without  provo- 
cation ;  but  of  all  nations  in  the  world,  a 
nation  engaged  in  foreign  trade  ought  to 
be  the  most  jealous  of  its  honour  and  pri- 
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vilegea,  and  therefoce  the  mart  m&m 
of  submitting  to  any  thlitt  that  vatj  look 
like  an  infamous  ^peace.  The  nataie  of  b 
trade  obliges  many  of  its  peo|de  to  travd, 
and  some  of  them  to  live  in  ioreigBcoim- 
tries :  they  must  there  meet  with  juitiee 
and  respect,  otherwise  they  neither  vifl 
travel  nor  live,  nor  can  they  cany  tm  asv 
trade.  But  can  they  expect  to  meek  villi 
justice,  or  even  with  comnKRi  ciiility,  it 
the  nation  to  which  they  bdong  be  px^ 
rally  despised  and  contemned,  which  it 
must  be,  if  it  submits  toanin&moQspeut^ 
This  will  be  our  case,  if  we  shoula  be  m 
fond,  of  peace  as  to  avoid  goinsto  «V| 
when  we  have  a  just  occasion.  If  we  do 
not  vindicate  our  honoar,  and  assert  tlie 
rights  and  privileges  of  our  people,  is  all 
parts  of  the  world  where  they  may  htve 
occasion  to  go,  we  most  ^ive  up  our  fo- 
reign trade  ;  for  no  British  subject  viD 
go  abroad  to  taJce  care  of  it,  if  he  fis^ 
himself  insulted  and  abused  in  emy 
country  he  comes  to.  Our  own  coiooia 
will  desert  us :  ifwe  willnotprotecttfaeB, 
they  must  seek  for  jprotection  somewheie 
else.  Therefore,  it  we  hare  a  nuDdto 
preserve  our  trade  or  our  navigatioD,  vt 
must  take  care  not  to  be  in«ilted:v( 
mustreassume  one  of  our  ancient  mottn; 
*  nemo  me  impone  koesset,'  must  be  tk 
word  m  every  mouth,  and  tiie  xeaMan 
of  every  assembly,  within  the  Britidi  do- 
minions. 

I  shall  not  pretend  to  say,  my  Lcrti 
that  we  have  victory  chained  to  oc 
chariot-wheel,  yet  I  may  say,  what  ficoo  il 
our  histories  wul  appear,  that  in  the  van 
we  have  been  engaged  in,  we  have  shnf 
come  off  with  Iranour,  when  our  afin 
were  under  a  wise  administraftion.  h  a 
war  with  Spain,  if  we  judge  from  expe' 
rience,  we  have  more  to  nope  than  to  fear* 
We  may  do  them  great  damage,  sod  ff^ 
considerable  advantages  to  oanelTes,ereQ 
by  privateering,  or  seising  their  sh^a^ 
sea.  They  cannot  subsist,  tibejr  caonst 
defray  the  expences  of  their  civil  goven- 
ment,  much  less  support  the  chai^o^t 
heavy  war,  without  having  their  treassR 
brought  home  firom  America.  If  tbcr 
brin^  it  home  in  Galleons  or  Fiotas,rt 
may  intercept  it  by  our  souadrons :  if  thar 
bring  it  home  in  single  uiips,  we  shsflia^ 
tercept  many  of  them  by  our  privateeis  ^ 
small  cruizers.  They  cannot  bring  it  hem 
either  in  French  or  Dutch  ships;  bc(Sfl« 
by  the  sixth  Article  of  the  trestr  0^ 
Utrecht  between  France  and  us,  the  siaf 
of  France  is  expnssly  oUiged  iiotto» 
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iq>t  •f  any  aiher  twaffe  of  oavwatioii  to 
ipaJDy  and  the  Spanish  Indies,  thiur  what 
nB  pmctised  there  in^e  reign  of  king 
Charles  2,  of  Spain,  or  than  what  shafi 
ikewise  be  fully  gi¥en  and  granted  at  the 
ame  time,  to  ouer  nations  and  people 
iODcemed  in  trade.  Therefore  the  Spa- 
kiaids  Could  not  lay  the  trade  to  their  set- 
lements  in  America  open  to  the  French, 
it  least  the  French  could  not  accept  of  it ; 
ind  if  the  Dutch  should,  they  would  be 
)pposed  by  France  as  well  as  us,  vvhich  is  an 
nposition  they,  would  not,  I  believe, 
jiuse  to  struggle  with.  And  as  for  the 
Spaniards  carrying  on  a  correspondence 
rith  the  Dutch  at  Curaasao,  or  the  French 
U  Hispaoiola  or  Martinique,  the  course  of 
3avigation  betjireen  their  settlements  upon 
Jie  continent  and  these  islands,  is  so  much 
^oDfioed,  that  we  might  intercept  every 
)ne  of  their  ships,  eidier  by  our  men  of 
var  or  privateers.  Besides,  my  Lords, 
Jiese  expedients,  or  any  expedient  that 
VivHd  be  contrived,  would  lay  the  whole 
Spanish  nation  under  such  distresses  and 
uiliculties,  that  they  wou)d  be  glad  to  ac» 
cept  of  peace  upon  reasonable  terms. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  we  might  not  only 
reap  advantage  by  distressing  tliem  at  sea, 
but  we  might  reap  still  greater  advantages, 
Bad  reduce  them  to  greater  difficulties,  by 
attacking  them  at  land.  It  would  not,  it 
is  true,  be  our  interest  to  attempt  makine 
uiy  conauests  upon  the  continent  of  Ola 
SfMun ;  but  by  naving  a  squadron  with  5 
V  6,000  land  forces  oa  bom,  continually 
n>ving  round  their  coasts,  and  making  in* 
roads  upon  the  country,  as  often  as  they 
round  aa  opportunity,  we  might  do  infinite 
i^nchief  to  our  enemies,  and  often  get 
rich  booties  for  our  soldiers  and  seamen. 
Then  with  regard  to  their  settlements  in 
America,  as  we  could  prevent  any  supplies 
of  troops  or  ammunition  being  sent  thither 
rrom  any  part  of  the  worM,  we  might 
plunder  them  from  one  end  to  the  olmr; 
ar,if  we  thought  it  more  for  our  purpose, 
^e  might  enable  them  to  throw  on  the 
foke  oif  Spain,  which  most,  even  of  the 
Spaniards  that  are  bom  there,  would 
gladly  do,  if  they  had  any  support  on 
which  they  could  depend,  because  of  the 
oppreBsion  they  meet  with  from  their  go- 
vernors and  other  officers,  who  are  all  nar 
tives  of  Old  Spam.  .  We  are  not  to  judce 
^  what  may  be  done  against  Spain  in  the 
West  indies  from  om-  management  of  the 
M«t  war  against  France  and  Spain.  It  was 
not  the  difficulty  of  the  nndertaklnj;  that 
F^Teotedaaattempt  being  siade  in  that 


part  of  the  world ;  but  we  had  taken  so 
great  a  share  of  the  war  in  Europe  upon 
ourselves,  and  were  at  so  great  an  expence 
that  we  could  not  spare  either  money  or 
troojps  for  such  an  undertaking ;  and  as 
none  of  our  allies  would  join  with  us  in 
it,  if  we  had  gone  upon  it  by  odr^elves 
alone,  it  might  have  created  a  jealousy  ia 
some  of  them,  which  would  have  been  of 
dangerous  consequence  to  the  grand  de- 
sign ;  but  if  the  whole  confederacy  had 
agreed  to  have  made  a  vigorous  pusn  that 
way,  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Hocb- 
stet,  I  believe  it  would  have  succeeded, 
and  would  have  been  a  means  of  putting 
an  end  to  the  war  much  sooner  than  we 
did ;  for  the  French,  as  some  of  their  mi- 
nisters have  since  declared,  woOld  not  have 
been  so  long  able  to  support  the  expence 
of  the  war,  u*  it  had  not  been  for  the  great 
remittances  tliey  had  from  the  Spanish 
West  Indies. 

Now,  my  Lords,  with  regard  to  the  dan- 
gers we  may  be  exposed  to,  even  suppose 
France  should  jom  openly  with  Spain 
against  us,  if  we  were  unitea  amongst  our- 
selves, and  under  a  popular,  that  is,  a  wise 
administration,  we  nave  nothing  to  fear 
from  an  union  of  these  two  great  powers. 
We  may  frighten  ourselves  with  bugbean 
of  invasions,  and  God  knows  what ;  but 
till  they  have  a  naval  force  superior  to  any 
we  can  send  against  them,  we  have  nothing 
to  fear ;  and  it  would  be  our  fitult  if  we  aC 
lowed  them  to  increase  their  naval  force 
during  a  war.  We  may,  it  is  true,  be 
oblig^  to  divide  our  naval  force;  but  the 
navu  force  of  France  and  Spain  could  not 
all  join  in  pne  port ;  we  might  render  it 
almost  impossible  for  them  to  do  so ;  an4 
if  they  should,  we  might  join  our  squadrons 
together  as  well  as  they,  in  which  ease  we 
should  be  more  tlian  a  match  for  them.  The 
sea,  my  Lords,  is  our  element,  and  it  will 
be  our  defence,  as  long  as  we  preserve  our 
trade,  which  we  must  lose  if  we  allow  our 
merchants  and  seamen  to  be  insulted  and 
plundered.  A  war  with  Spain  is  there- 
fore become  unavoidable,  if  they  refuse  to 
give  us  satisfaction,  as  well  as  reparation 
s^nd  security ;  and  if  they  should  be  joined 
by  France,  let  th^  dangers  from  such,  aia 
union  be  what  they  will,  we'  must  face 
them  ;  for  I  hope  no  man  will  say,  we  are 
to  look  tamely  on,  and  see  France  and 
Spain  plundering  our  merchants,  abusing 
our  seamen,  and  destroying  our  tra^e  with 
impunity. 

The  present  circumstances  of  Europe, 
my  ]Lards,  I  sh|dl  tdlow  to  he  very  i^ftrent 
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from  what  they  were  in  queeik  ElizabeUi's 
days ;  but  if  she  had  managed  her  foreign 
n^ociations,  as  we  seem  to  have  managed 
ours  for  these  twenty  years  past,  she  would 
have  been  in  much  worse  circumstances 
than  at  present.  She  was  in  ddnger  of 
having  Spain,  France  and  Scotland,  joined 
with  a  powerful  party  in  her  own  domi- 
nions, against  her.  Towards  theb^nnins 
of  the  year  1585,  the  duke  of  Guise  haa 
cot  almost  the  alMolute  government  of  the 
kine  and  kingdom  of  France,  and  Philip 
2  of  Spain  had  just  conquered  Portugal, 
and  had  almost  entirely  reduced  the  mal- 
contents in  Holland  and  Fhmders.  These 
two  were  in  a  private  league  against  the 
Protestant  religion,  and  had  very  near  pre- 
vailed on  James  6  of  Scotland,  afterwards 
James  1  of  England,  to  join  with  them, 
in  these  circumstances,  if  queen  Elizabeth 
had  sent  weak  or  ridicdous  ambassadors 
to  foreign  courts,  or  if  she  had  thought 
•only  of  putting  off  the  evil  day  by  tempo- 
rary, annual  expedients,  both  she  and  the 
Protestant  religion  wodd  have  been  un- 
done ;  but  she  foresaw  her  danger,  and  re- 
tolved,  therefore,  to  begin  the  attack,  be- 
fore the  project  of  her  enemies  was  ripe 
fi)r  execution.  She  sent  one  of  the  ablest 
4md  most  expert  ministers  then  in  the 
world,  to  Scotland,  by  whose  address  and 
intrigues  she  at  last  secured  that  king  in 
her  mtere^t.  She  attacked  the  king  of 
iSbain.  in  his  own  dominions,  both  in  the 
Netherlands  and  the  West  Indies;  and  she 
gave  such  $ud  td  the  Hu^enots  in  France 
«s  entirely  disappointed  we  projects  of  the 
^uke  of  Guise,  and  greatly  contributed  to- 
'wards  raising  Henry  4  to  tl)e  throne  of 
4hat  kingdom.  If  we  had  had  such  fore- 
sight and  wisdom  for  these  twenty  years 
past,  or  had  employed  such  ministers  in 
our  foreign  negociations,  we  shoidd  not 
now  have  been  frightening  ourselves  with 
the  conjunction  of  France  and  Spain 
against  us,  nor  should  we  have  been  la- 
menting that  we  have  not  a  friend  in 
Europe,  on  whom  we  can  depend  for  as- 
sistance. 

Thoueh  our  war  with  Spam  in  queen 
Elizabeth's  time  continued  for  many  years, 
.  we  are  not,  my  Lords,  from  thence  to  cdn- 
clude,  that  the  war  must  now  continue  as 
Jong,  befbre  we  can  bring  them  to  a  com- 
pliance. This  nation  is  now  more  power- 
nil,  and  Spain  much  weaker,  than  at  that 
time.  Queen  Elizabeth  was  queen  of 
Eneland  and  Ireland  only :  out^lantations 
were  b  their  infancy,  Ireland  often  in  a 
state  of  rebellion^  and  Scotland  kept  in 
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friendship  with  tm  by  her  wisdom  aloee. 
On  the  ether  hand,  the  king  cf  Snia  ms 
then  master  both  of  Spain  and  PortogA 
and  as  pbwerfiil,  perhaps  more  powez^ 
than  at  present,  in  the  West^Inaies:  be- 
sides which,  he  was  then  master  of  the 
seventieen  provinces  of  the  Netheriands, 
and  of  the  two  Sicilies  and  Milan  m 
Italy.  To  this  I  must  add,  ^bat  in  queen 
Elizabeth's  time,  it  was  not  the  interest  ef 
thisiiation  tobeatpeace  with  Spain;  he 
subjects  made  a  mat  deal  more  by  the 
war,  than  they  codd  have  done  by  an  opea 
trade,  with  that  kingdom ;  therefore  &be 
would  never  hear  of  restoiii^  the  peace, 
though  the  Spaniards  would  hare  gla% 
sued  for  it  to  her,  if  they  had  hoped  for 
success,  as  ther  did  to  her.sDcoeflsor,  be- 
fore he  was  well  seated  oo  the  throne.  Id 
Oliver  Cromwell's  time,  the  war  beec* 
gaged  in  a^nst  Spain,  was  certainly  t 
piece  of  pohtical  wisdom :  he  found  it  ee- 
cessary  to  establish  his  govemment,  by 
making  some  conquest;  or  gainins  sofoe 
advantage  for  the  nation,  abroad ;  aad 
Spain  was  the  qply  nation  from  whom  ht 
could  take  any  thine  that  would  he  of  reel 
advantage  to  this.  He  joined  widi  France, 
it  is  true,;  but  the  power  of  France  was  not 
then  formidable ;  and  by  his  setting  pos- 
session of  Dunkirk,  he  opened  a  door  for 
our  assisting  France  agtunst  Spain,  or 
Spain  against  France,  according  as  vc 
should  afterwards  find  proper ;  and  if  Le 
had  lived,  as  he  understooa  the  interest  d 
his  country,  he  would  probably  have  sooo 
clapt  up  a  peace  with  Spain,  and  Pf^ 
have  joined  with  them  afpsinst  Fraoce, 
which  would  probably  have  prevented  tke 
Pyrenean  treaty  of  peace,  the  source  of 
aQ  the  evils  Europe  has  since  been  exposed 
to ;  but  he  died  within  three  months  afbr 
he  had  got  possession  of  Dunkirk^  and  but 
a  little  more  than  three  years  afler  he  bsd 
begun  the  war  with  Spain ;  so  that  the 
continuance  of  that  war  is  not  to  be  im- 
puted to  any  inability  we  were  in  of  forcii^ 
Spain  to  accept  of  a  peace  upon  reasonable 
terms,  but  to  the  confusions  and  distnc- 
tions  this  nation  was  in,  from  CrootveU*) 
death  to  the  restaraticm  of  king  Charfe^ 
when  peace  between  the  two  nations  was 
restored,  though  the  solemn  treaties  fv 
that  purpose  were  not  conduded  till  the 
years  1667  and  167a 

Therefore,  mj  Lords,  if  we  JMfee  frooi 
experience,  we  must  concludMtWjP^Spsa 
is  not  supported  by  France^Kowar  be- 
tween the  two  nations  ctf&ncit  be  of  set 
long  continuaace ;  and  while  it  ostttinue% 
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If  right  measures  are  taken,  oar  trade  can- 
not 9ufier  so  much  by  thefr  privateers,  as 
h  has  done  for  almost  twenty  years  by  their 
n;aarda  costas.    But  suppose  they  should 
be  supported  by  France,  yet  if  care  be 
taken  to  remove  the  discontents  of  our 
Bwn  people,  and  Vigorous  measures  pur- 
sued; I  think  France  and  Spain,  even  when 
imited  against  us,  have  more  to  fear  from 
lu,  than  we  have  from  them,  though  we 
{hould  be  so  destitute  of  friends  as  not  to 
neet  with  assistance  from  any  one  power 
n  Europe.     Indeed,  if  we  shouM  ever 
^avethe  misfortune  to  be  involved  in  a 
wm  against  France  and  Spain,  while  we 
ire  under  an  admmistration,  in  which  nei- 
her  our  people  at  home,  nor  our  friends 
liyroad,  can  put  any  confidence,  an  admi- 
tntration  who  had  shewn  themselves  inca- 
)able  of  governing  in  time  of  peace,  afad 
rho,  of  course,  we  must  suppose  much 
nore  incapable  of  governing  in  time  of 
m;  in  that  case  1  do  not  know  what 
night  be  the  consequence.    Such  an  ad- 
nlnistration  would  think  of  nothing  but 
)rotecting  themBelves  at  home,  against  the 
esentraents  of  an  injured  and  discontented 
people,  and  would,  therefore,  neither  think 
fi  nor  be  able  to  take,  proper  measures 
or  distressing  oqr  enemies  aoroad,  or  for 
•rotecting  our  tnuie  at  sea,  or  our  posses- 
ions at  land,  in  any  distant  part  of  the 
rorld.    Our  only  safe-guard,  oar  only  re- 
ieC  would  be  in  our  pimiaraent ;  and  the 
inlj  measure  our  parliament  could  take, 
w  the  salvation  of  their  countn^,  would 
|e,  to' force  a  change  in  the  amninistta- 
ion,  and  to  recover  the  ai&ctions  of  our 
vn  people,  and  the  confidence  of  our  na- 
^  alhes,  by  punishing  those,  who^  by 
leir  conduct,  had  fcrfeited  both. 
Thus,  my  Lords,  I  believe  it  wifl  ap- 
ear,  that  it  we  were  now  at  liberty  to  con- 
tder  the  dangers  we  may  be  exposed  to, 
nd  the  cdvantages  we  may  reap,  by  en- 
^ng  in  a  war  with  Spam,  we  should, 
pon  the  comparison,  fina,  that  we  have 
^ore  to  hope  than  to  fear ;  but  we  have 
let  with  so  many  insults,  and  such  dis- 
hful treatment  from  that  nation,  for 
»rty  years  past,  that  if  they  refuse  or  de- 
ij  to  give  us  satia&ction,  reparation  and 
Jcurity,  we  have  no  such  liberty  left,  we 
•ust  go  to  war  let  the  consequence  be 
hat  it  win ;  and  in  such  a  case,  I  can  look 

rno  roan  as  a  friend  to  his  country, 
endeavours  to  terrify  the  people  with 
Je  dangers  they  are  to  encounter.  This, 
jy  Lords,  leads  me  of  course  to  consider, 
nether  we  have  got,  by  the  Convention 
[VOL.  X.] 


now  under  our  consideration,  any  satisfac- 
tion, security  or  reparation ;  and  for  this 
purpose,  I  shall  go  through  the  several  ar- 
ticles ;  but  I  must  first  observe,  that  with 
regard  to  satisftiction,  there  is  not  one 
article  that  relates  to  it :  it  is  not  so  mucli 
as  referred  to  the  plenipotentiaries  to  re« 
gulate  what  satisfaction  the  Spajnish  nation 
shaU  make  us,  for  the  many  heinous  indig-^ 
nities  they  have  put  upon  us:  nay  we 
seem,  by  the  very  preamole,  to  have  given 

S>  all  tide  to  it,  by  acknowledging,  that 
e  mevances  have  been  mutual.  My 
Lor£,  I  defy  the  most  eloquent  advocate 
for  Spain,  to  shew  any  one  grievance  we 
have  subjected  them  to,  or  any  one  injury 
we  have  done  them,  ever  since  the  treaty 
of  Seville.  By  that  treaty  we  did  them  a 
most  singular  favour,  at  the  expence  of 
our  andciht  ally  the  emperor ;  and Ve  have 
been  heapins  favours  xspon  favours  ever 
since :  thererore  I  must  think  it  was  a  sa- 
erificing  of  the  truth,  as  well  as  the  honour 
of  this  nation,  to  allow  it  to  be  said  in  the 
preamble,  that  grievances  were  alledeed 
on  each  side,  as  well  in  the  West  Indies, 
as  elsewhere. 

Then,  my  Lords,  with  regard  to  our  fu- 
ture* security,  I  must  observe,  that  it  is  of 
two  kinds :  it  relates  either  to  the  freedom 
of  our  navigation  and  commerce,  or  to  the 
free  enjoyment  of  our  possessions  and  pri- 
vileges in  that  part  of^  the  world.    As  to 
the  fVeedom  of  our  navigation  and  com- 
merce, the  orJy  article  that  relates  to  it, 
is' the  first,  and  by  that  we  have  almost  in 
express  terms  given  it  up ;   for  as  a  noble 
lora  has  observed  before  me,  if  it  be  regu- 
lated, it  must,  be   restrained,  and  that 
which  IS  restrained,  can  no  longer  be  said 
to  be  fVee.     I  was  surprised  to  hear  it' 
said,  that  the  Spaniards  pretend  to  a  right 
of  searching  ou^  ships,  only  upon  th^ir 
own  coasts.     Do  not  we  know  that  they 
search  them  wherever  they  can  meet  witn 
them  in  the  American  seas  ?    do  not  seve- 
ral of  the  petitions  and  other  papers  we 
have  before  us  shew,  that  they  not  only 
search  them  many  leagues  out  at  sea,  but 
pretend  to  make  prize  of  them,  upon  the 
ridiculous  pretence  of  their  having  contra- 
band goods  OB  board  f  what  the  Spaniards 
may  mean,  or  what  the  noble  lord  tliat 
spoke  last  may  mean,  by  their  own  coasts, 
I  do  not  know  :    it  is  a  word  that  has  no 
determined  signification ;    but  whatever 
may  be  meant  by  the  word,  it  is  certain 
that  no  right  or  dominion  can  be  acquired 
to  any  part  of  the  sea,  no  more  than"  to 
any  part  of  the  land,  but  by  occupancy 
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Old  posMssioo^  which  must  be  dedared  by 
overt  acts ;  for  a  nation's  being  in  postes- 
pion  of  the  land,  gives  them  no  nght  to 
any  part  of  the  neighbouring  sea;  and  I 
do  not  know  that  we  have  ever  yet  allowed 
the  Spaniards  to  take  possession,  or  to 
claim  any  ri^ht  to  any  part  of  the  seas  of 
.^merica^  without  the  hmits  of  their  ports 
or  havens.  By  the  treaty  in  1670,  we 
promisedy  it  is  true,  that  the  subjects  of 
this  kingdom  should  not  sail  to  and  traffic 
ID  the  ports  and  havens,  that  have  fortifi- 
cations or  magazines,  nor  in  any  other 
place  possessed  by  the  king  of  Spain  in 
the  west  Indies ;  but  we  diu  not  promise 
that  our'  ships  should  not  sail  alon^  their 
coasts,  nor  did  we  give  them  a  nght  to 
search  such  ships,  or  to  prescribe  what 
sort  of  goods  or  effects  they  slibuld  have 
on  board  r  nay,  we  did  not  so  much  as 
give  them  a  right  to  search  any  of  our 
ships,  that  should  be  forced  into  any  of 
their  ports  in  America,  by  stress  of  weather, 
or  any  such  accident :  on  the  contrary, 
wc  expressly  stipulated,  that  such  ships 
should  be  allowed  to  depart  whenever 
tliey  had  a  mind,  without  any  lett  or  mo- 
lestation. Yet  that  treaty,  which  now 
seems  to  be  the  utmost  we  aspire  to,  was  in 
those  days  tliought  so  disadvantageous  for 
tills  kinedom,  that  the  gentleman  who  ne- 
gociated  and  concluded  it,  durst  never  re- 
turn to  England,  though  he  was  of  a  good 
family,  ana  had  several  considerable  rela- 
tions, who  might  liave  procured  him  a 
^etus  for  any  slip  he  had  been  guilty  of 
m  his  negociations,  if  our  parliaments  had 
then  been  as  ready  to  overlook  such  slips, 
as  some  have  been  since  that  time. 

By  the  treaty  in  1670,  my  Lords,  the 
Spaniards  have  no  ^ri^ht  to  search,  any 
British  ship,  even  in  their  ports  in  the  West 
Indies,  when  such  ship  happens  to  be  forced 
in  there  bv  any  sea  distress ;  and  much 
less  have  they  a  right  to  confiscate  ship  and 
cargo,  on  account  of  her  having  Spanish 
money,  or  Spanish  goods  on  board,  unless 
they  could  prove  that  such  money,  or  such 
goods,  had  by  that  ship  been  taken  on 
board  from  some  of  their  settlements. 
Nay,  in  Did  Spain,  where  a  fi*ee  trade  is 
allowed,  they  are  not  to  search  a  British 
ship,  even  in  their  ports,  till  she  be  un- 
laded :  they  are  only  to  put  custom-house 
officers,  not  exceeding  tnrce,  on  board,  to 
see  that  while  she  is  unlading,  no  goods 
shall  be  landed  without  paving  the  duties ; 
as  appears  from  the  lOtn  article  of  the 
treaty,  1667.  But  now,  it  seems,  we  are 
reduced  so  low,  tliat  we  roust  grant  thein 
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a  li^t  to  seardi  our  ahma  wftJiin  vkt 
they  shall  please  to  call  their  sea  coasts, 
that  is  to  say,  within  sight  of  any  land 
they  shall  please  to  call  theirs  in  America; 
for  that  will  be  the  consequence :  if  yoa 
fix  it  at  one  league,  or  two  leagues  from 
the  shore,  their  guarda  costas  will  laj, 
every  British  ship  that  is  witlun  sight  at 
land,  is  within  one  or  two  leagues  of  the 
shore :  nay,  fiirther,  wc  must  grant  them 
a  right,  it  seems,  not  only  to  search,  bi& 
to  confiscate  ship  and  cargo,  if  upon  sodb 
search,  Uiey  find,  or  can  steal,  on  board, 
two  or  tiiree  pieces  of  Spanish  money,  or 
any  other  goods  which  they  call  the  pro- 
duce of  their  settlements  in  America.  At 
this  rate,  my  Lords,  we  must  give  up  Ja- 
maica, and  all  our  sugar  islands  ;  for  na 
ship  can  sail  either  to  or  from  Jamaics, 
wiUiout  coming  upon  what  tlie  Spaniard:^ 
may  call  their  coasts ;  and  no  ship  can  le- 
turn  from  Barbadoes,  or  any  of  our  other 
sugar  ishmds,  without  coming  upon  the 
coasts  of  some  of  those  islands  in  tne  West 
Indies,  which  the  Spaniards  call  theirs; 
because  no  ship  can  return  from  thence, 
without  coasting  along  those  idands,  ia 
order  to  get  to  Uie  northward  of  the  trade 
winds,  before  they  can  bear  away  for  anr 
part  of  Europe. 

Tlierefore,  my  Lords,  the  allowing  thesi 
a  right  or  privilege  to  search  our  ^:p* 
upon  any  part  of  die  seas  of  America,  g: 
the  allowing  them  a  right  to  confiscate  i 
British  ship,  on  account  of  Her  havine  zn\ 
efiects  on  ooard,  which  they  may  caU  tht 
produce  of  their  settlements,  even  thougl 
such  ship  should  by  distress  be  drove  into 
any  of  their  ports  or  havens  in  thai  part  at 
the  world,  is  what  we  can  never  grant  h 
is  what  we  ought  not  to  have  nq^ociatcd 
about,  and  much  less  ought  we  to  have  re- 
ferred it  to  plenipotentiaries  to  be  regu- 
lated ;  for  if  It  be  regulated,  it  most  be  es- 
tablished ;  and  we  may  judge  from  tfaeir 
late  behaviour,  how  well  they  will  obsent 
any  regulations  it  can  be  laid  under. 

From  whence,  mv  Lords,  it  appears,  I 
think,  most  evidently,  that,  insteaa  of  sti- 
pulating any  thing  for  the  future  secoricv 
of  our  trade  and  navigation  in  the  Abk- 
rican  seas,  we  have,  by  this  ConventxR^ 
almost  expressly  given  up  the  freectsi 
both  of  our  traae  and  navi^tion  in  th^^e. 
seas.  But,  suppose  their  nfiht  of  search- 
ing  and  confisoating  Briti£  abips^  thsi 
may  be  found  sailing  along  their  coasts  in 
America,  were  to  be  established,  andjiat 
under  certain  regulations,  by  th«  defini- 
tive treaty  that  is  to  be  coacmded  in  par- 
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saance  of  this  Convention,  surely,  my 
Lords,  considering  the  bad  use  they  have 
lately  made  of  this  pretended  right,  we 
ought  to  have  stipulated  a  suspension  of 
the  exercise  of  this  right,  tiU  tnose  regu- 
lations should  be  settled  and  agreed  on  by 
a  solemn  treaty.  We  might  have  stipu- 
lated, that  in  <the  mean  time,  they  should 
abstain  from  searching  British  ships  on  any 
part  of  the  seas  of  America,  and  from 
confiscating  them,  unless  upon  a  full  proof 
of  their  having  been  concerned  in  an  illicit 
trade  with  their  settlements.  But  we  are 
told,  the  Spaniards  would  have  looked 
upon  this  as  a  stipulation  for  carrying  on, 
in  the  interim,  a  sort  of  free  trade  /with 
their  settlements  in  that  part  of  the  world ; 
and  fiirther  we  are  told,  that  we  could 
have  no  occasion  for  such  a  suspension, 
because  we  shall  have  a  squadron  of  men 
of  war  there,  that  will  be  sufficient  to  pro- 
tect our  trade  in  the  mean  time.  This  is 
really  something  extraordinary ;  we  must 
not  stipulate  a  suspension,  because  the 
Spaniards  would  loox  upon  it  as  a  stipula- 
tion for  a  free  trade  with  their  settlements ; 
but  we  may  compel  it,  by  means  of  a  su- 
perior squadron.  My  Lords,  if  they  could 
nave  looiced  upon  a  stipulation  for  a  sus- 
pension in  sucti  a  light,  will  they  not  look 
upon  our  making  use  of  a  squadron  for 
luch  a  purpose,  as  a  compelling  them  to 
illonr  us  a  sort  of  free  trade  with  their 
settlements  >  And  will  not  they  look  upon 
this  as  a  breach  of  this  very  Convention  ? 
Let  us  confess  the  truth,  my  I^rds,  with- 
Dut  any  subterfrtse ;  they  would  grant  us 
lothing  that  might  in  the  least  derogate 
Tom  any  right  or  privilege  they  had  a 
nind  to  make  use  of;  therefore  they  re- 
cused granting  us  a  suspension  in  this  case ; 
)ut  they  granted  us  a  suspension  with  re- 
gard to  their  fortifications  and  improve- 
nents  in  Florida,  because  it  was  a  right 
hey  had  no  mind  to  make  use  of. 

I  shall  grant,  myXords,  that  a  man  may 
utve  a  right  to  an  estate,  and  yet  his  "en- 
03rment  of  that  estate  may  be  restrained 
ly  some  right  or  servitude  (which  is  a 
Qore  proper  word  than  privilege)  granted 
o  another ;  but  can  that  mah's  right  to  his 
!8tate  be  full  and  absolute  ?  Can.that  which 
3  under  a  servitude  be  said  to  be  free  ? 
»f  y  Lords,  every  thing  that  limits  or  re- 
trains the  enjoyment  of  a  ri^ht,  must  in  so 
eo-  diminish  or  destroy  the  nght  itself.  We 
tave  a  ri^t  to  a  navigation  and  commerce 
a.  the  American  seas  :  we  have  a  right  to 
.  conuoerce  with  the  continent  and  islands 
£  America.    The  first  is  absolute  and 


free.  Upon  those  seas  no  nation  in  the 
world  can  say  to  us.  What  dost  thou  i  But 
with  regard  to  our  commerce  with  the 
continent  and  islands  of  America,  it  is  re- 
strained. By  the  treaty  in  1670,  we 
obliged  ourselves  not  to  cartr  on  any  com- 
merce with  those  places  in  America  which  i 
are  possessed  by  the  Spaniards ;  and  this 
was  the  reason  we,  at  tnat*time,  found  so 
much  fault  with  that  treaty.  Therefore 
wfe  ought  carefully  to  distinguish  between 
those  two  rights.  As  to  our  right  of  na- 
vigation and  commerce  in  the  American 
seas,  the  Spaniards  have  no  right  to  limit 
or  restrain  it :  I  hope  we  shall  never  allow 
them,  nor  any  nation,  to  do  s<^ ;  though  I 
am  told  the  French  have  lately  begun  to 
usurp  such  a  right.  As  to  our  commerce 
with  the  continent  and  islands  of  America, 
the  Spaniards  may  restrain  it :  they  may 
prevent  our  carrying  on  any  commerce  in 
those  places  which  they  are  in  possession 
of;  but  they  can  restrain  it  no  farther: 
they  have  no  business,  nor  any  right,  to 
enquire  what  we  do  in  any  part  of  Ame- 
rica, which  they  are  nqt  in  actual  pos- 
session of.  But  if  we  approve  of  this 
Convention,  and  such  a  aefiniti\^  treaty 
be  concluded  as  may  be  expected,  and 
dreaded,  from  such  a  preliminary,  I  do  ' 
not  know  what  righu  they  may  acquire. 
They  may  acquire  the  right  they  pretend 
to ;  which  is  a  right  to  prescribe  to  the 
ships  of  Great  Britain  what  course  thev 
shdl  steer,  and  what  goods  they  shalU 
carry,  frofm  one  part  of  the  British  domi- ' 
nions  to  another. 

My  Lords,  it  was  &  concession  in  us,  to 
allow  them  to  exclude  the  subjects  of  this 
kingdom  from  carrying  on  any  commerce 
in  their  American  dominions:  it  was 
thought  too  great  a  concession  when'  it 
was  first  granted.  But,  I  hope,  no  British 
subject  will  say,  that  we  ought,  or  can 
allow  them  to  make  any  regulations  at  sea 
for  preventing  such  a  commerce;  and 
therefore  I  was  surprized  to  hear  it  said, 
that  we  had  not  time  to  settle  such  re^ 
lations,  or  to  convince  them  of  the  m- 
justice  of  the  regulations  they  have  made ; 
for  if  they  insisted  upon  making  such  re- 
gulations, or  upon  the  justice  of  those 
they  had  made,  the  only  proper  answer 
was,  a  declaration  of  war  ;  and  this,  I  am 
convinced,  is  what  it  must' at  last  come  to. 
But  suppose  there  had  been  some  difficulty 
in  the  case  at  first,  have  we  not  had  time 
enough  to  understand  one  another  I  Hava 
we  not  been  negociating  about  tiie  very 
pointe  now  in  dispute  between  us,  for  ten 
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w  a  doseii  yesffSt  wkfaoat  ixiunukmii  i 
Could  not  we  knovfy  in  all  that  tnae,  what 
Spain  would  do,  or  how  fiir .  they  would 
disclaim  the  rights  die/ have  lately  usurped 
iqK>n  us  i  My  Loros^  I  am  convinoed 
some  of  our  negodators  do  know :  I  am 
convinced  they  ^ow,  that  Spain  will  grant 
us  no  security,  nor  disclaim  any  right 
they  have  iately  set  up»  imless  the¥  are 
forced  to  at  by  a  vigorous  war ;  and  tbere- 
fore,  I  must  look  upon  this  Convention  as 
a  mere  contrivance  for  putting  off  the  evil 
day :  an  expedient  for  this  session  ;  and 
the  prolongation  of  the  term  hereby  ttipu- 
'kted,  will,  I  suppose,  be  an  expedient  for 
the  next;  perhaps  for  two  or  three  ensuing ; 
daring  which  the  Spaniards  will  continue  to 
plunder  our  merchants,  and  interrupt  our 
trade,  as  usual.     . 

Now,  my  Lords,  with  regard  to  the  free 
enjoyment  of  our  jpossesdons  and  privi* 
leges  in  America,  the  only  article  that  re* 
lates  to  it,  is  the  2d,  and  that  relates  only 
to  Georgia;  but  how  does  it  relttte  to  it  i 
By  what,  I  am  sure,  the  Spaniards  will  call, 
giving  it  up.  If  the  Spaniards  pretended 
to  dispute  limits  with  us,  it  was  a  most  ri- 
diculous thing  in  us  to  allow  that  dispute 
to  be  carried  so .  £sir  as  to  the  Southern, 
oerhaps  pear  the  mast  Northern  bounds  of 
Vorth*Carolina.  It  was  the  same  as  if  we 
had  sat  down  to  hazard,  and  had  staked 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolma,  and 
Georgia,  against  the  insignificant  Spanish 
fort  called  Fort  Augustine ;  for  that  is  the 
aalyfort  or  settlement  the  Spaniards  have 
in  Florida.  I  shall  ^rant,  the  suspension 
stipulated  in  this  Article  is  mutual,  but  my 
Lords,  it  is  far  from  being  equal.  We  sus- 
pend fortifying  or  improving  three  large 
eountries  or  provinces  already  planted,  al- 
tefidy  greatly  in^oved,  already  inhabited 
by  nuiid>^8of  our  own  people,  and  which  we 
'  were  resolved  to  fortify  and  improve  as  &st 
^  possible.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Spa- 
fiiards  are  to  suspend  fortifying  and  improv» 
ing  one  single  province,  notso  l&rge  as  any 
one  of  our  three,  and  that,  a  eoantry  en- 
tirely waste,  or  inhabited  only  hy  such  as 
ape  their  enemies,  eKcept  one  litde  fort, 
and  a  country  which  they  had  no  intention 
either  to  plant,  improve,  or  fortify.  But  is 
Georgia  the  only  poMessioD  or  privilege 
we  have  in  Amenca,  which  the  l^aniards 
now  pretend  to  dispute  with  as  ?  Why  is 
there  no  mention  made  of  our  ancient  ael- 
lemefit  in  Campechey  >  Of  our  right  to 
€9i  logwood  in  the  hay  of  Honduras  i  Or 
ff  our  right  to  gatii^r  salt  in  ywiskod  of 
Tanog^sj    Aie  these 
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rigfits  which  ase  not  worth  oonAendzogfni 
Or  «re  they  to  be  given  up»  or  rekiaquttbedf 
fyK  the  sake  of  an  infSnDoas  pesce?  It 
would  seem  so  by  this  pcieiiminary  Cosno- 
tion ;  and  therefore  I  must  condtide,  tint 
instead  of  stipulating  any  future  lecutky 
for  the  free  enjoyment  of  our  pofisemHwi 
and  privil^es  in  America,  we  bave  ta- 
citly at  least,  ipven  up  by  this  Coafcotion, 
every  possession,  every  right,  pmikfe, 
which  tne  Spaniards  now  pretoKL  to  ds^ 
pute  with  us  in  any  pact  ot  Americs. 

In  lieu  of  these  most  extraordinsry  coo- 
cessions,  one  mi^t  expect,  my  \m^ 
that  we  had  got  the  most  ampk,  the  vasA 
complete  reparation  for  all  the4aiiag0 
we  have  susttuned,  and  all  the  extnordh 
nary  expence  we  were  pot  to ;  but  v« 
were  too  modest,  it  seems,  to  aik  sny  re- 
imbursement  of  costs  \  and  if  the  f^fmA 
stipulated  by  the  third  Artkle,  whidbha 
been  so  much  boasted  o^  be  okiselj  esir 
mined^  and  stripped  of  that  aftfiil  diipific 
in  which  it  is  dressed  up,  we  shsU  W 
that  we  have  given  a  iree  disdMHfe  f«r  ili 
past  damages,  without  obtavung  mc 
shilling  of  reparation,  except  as  to  vte 
relates  to  four  or  five  ships,  wfaick  ti» 
king  of  Spttn  had  ordered  to  be  wsxwi, 
before  this  Convention  waa  thovgKt  ^ 
But  this  has  been  put  in  so  clear  a  ^ 
by  the  noble  lord  that  spoke  last  bpt  «^ 
that  I  need  not  enlarge  upon  it:  and  tbeft* 
fore,  I  shall  only  take  notice  of  ¥i» 
things,  that  fell  from  the  neUe  lofdibt 
spoke  last.  He  was  pleased  to  tdl  idi 
that  the  Spaniards  made  a  demsndsf  5«r 
600,000/.  upon  us,  and  seemed  hi^Jf  ^ 
commend  our  dexterity  at  n^;oeisiioD,i9 
prevailing  imon  them  to  accept  tf&^ 
m  full  of  sttca  a  higb  demand.  'Mj  Loi4 
if  there  was  not  the  least  pretence  icrKC* 
tinff  up  any  demuid  against  qs,  we  ^ 
to  nave  looked  v^on  their  setting  tipi«i 
a  demand,  as  a  fresh  inaidt;  alkd  tbce 
fore,  mtteadofatto«foganypartsf^<^^ 
ought  tnhav^  rmected  it  with  caMa^ 
The  ft5,0004  stmulatad  in  this  AitkfeK 
therefore,  the  only  som  we  are  to  nceiff 
byway  of  reparaition ;  and  <yf  this  ran^ 
awn  ScnithSiaCoBspanyiat^psjOB^. 
For  whatever  the  noUe  locd  may  thbl^ 
the  king  of  Spain's  protestatkm,  ss  k 
declares,  that  imder  the  validiar  aad  ^ 
of4hat  protest  he  aigned  this  ConwflM 
I  am  convinoed  Jie  looks  open  ifet  p9* 
ment  of  that  money  by  oar  Soutb  ^ 
Coitqiany,  as  ^  oomhtien  upon  «kick 
iAmm  he  sttt!d»tUigkl.tOfaytlie§&/0^ 
^(dittdbf  AicAxtBhs  sndiviBo' 
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;age,  that  not  one  shiflitig  of  die  95,000^ 
ham  be  paid  to  us  bj  the  king  of  Span, 
to  less  the  68,000/.  be  Urst  pad  to  hkn  bf 
m  Ccmamy.  Thcrelbre,  all  tbe  rapar*- 
m  thfe  iaam  of  Spam  is  to  make,  is  the 
7,060/.  vbicfa  is  the  dHTeraace  between 
^  and  68,000r.  And  ibr  this  €7,00tf. 
01  CstholtemajestTy  or  bis  snbjects,  are  to 
etam  possesston  m,  and  convert  to  their 
ir&  use,  the  five  British  ships  which  he 
ad  bdbne  onierad  to  be  restored  t  for^ 
J  the  fborth  Article  of  this  Treaty,  if  any 
•rt  of  any  of  theseships  has  been,  or  shaU 
t  restored;  it  is  to  be  deducted  out  of 
iw  95,000/. 

This,  toy  Lords,  is  reaUy  such  a  Juggle, 
»ch  a  fardcal  sort  of  rqianition,  that  I 
iDoot  but  imagioe  when  M.  de  la  Quadra 
land  our  negocialora  willing  to  accept  of 
^  he  went  smiling  to  his  master,  and  told 
im,  be  had  got  &e  English  to  accept  oi 
Bcfa  a  sham  reparation,  as  no  Indian  na- 
on  in  America  would  have  been  amused 
'itfa.  Well,  aays  his  Catholic  majesty, 
rhftt hare  you  done* with  the  poltroons? 
%eir  mcrchaats  are  to  have  l56fiOOL  in 
ill  ibr  aH  the  depredations  your  subjects 
are  committed  upon  them  for  almost  % 
mn  past,  answers  the  minister.  What, 
eplies  the  sovereign,  ISBfiOOl*  how  can 
<ni  pay  it?  For  I  willnot  give  them  one 
ia^enithing.  No,  no,  says  the  minis- 
^r;  60,000/.  one  port  of  it,  they  are  to 
tte  by  a  tax  upon  themselves ;  68,000/. 
either  part  of  it,  their  South  Sea  Com- 
ity IS  to  give  mO,  and  I  am  to  return  4t 
» such  commisaaries  as  they  shall  appoint, 
>r  distributing  it  among  their  mercbanU ; 
od  for  the  remaining  27^)00/.  they  are  to 
low  your  majesty  to  keep  the  five  ships, 
Ad  their  cargoes,  which  tou  had  given 
^n  to  restore :  now,  as  tfiese  ships  were 
sttainly  most  unjustly  taken,  and  more 
Djustly  confiscated,  the  captors  most  now 
^cotmt  to  your  majesty,  instead  of  ac- 
Mintingto  the  English,  for  die  fufi  value, 
Uch  1  reckon  will  amount  to,  at  least, 
^yOOO/.  so  that  instead  of  your  paying 
tern  any  thing  for  reparation,  they  have, 
i  effect,  paid  you  at  least  8,000/.  for  giv- 
ig  them  the  pretence  of  a  reparation. 
ly  Lords,  M.  de  la  Quadra  may  have 
'ne  private  reasons  for  not  looking  upon 
XT  negociators  as  downright  fools ;  but, 
we  approve  of  such  a  reparation,  I  am 
(re  the  Spanish  nation  will  have  reason 
>  look  with  greater  contempt  upon  this, 
•n  upon  any  nation  of  native  Indians  in 
Aienoo. 
AAarlwifagmui  shown,  tiiatwahawe 


got  M»  reparation  by  this  Coayantioa,  wd 
need  not,  I  thiak,  my  Lards,  mach  troi^ 
hie  our  heads  about  the  vahse  put  upott 
mate  leases  bjf  owr  comasissaries ;  bat  I 
think  it  sufficieat  for  discrediting  their  re- 
port, tiMt  one  of  then  who  was  eKawrmiad, 
at  our  bar,  oould  civo  no  distinct  rsasob 
for  reducing  the  dsAm  of  our  aserchaiita 
from  above  400,000/.  to  900,000/.  If 
they  had  vouchsafed  to  have  |[iven  «s  any 
reasons  for  such  aa  extraordmary  reduc- 
tion, I  am  convinced  it  wouM  hav^baoi^ 
easy  to  have  shewn,  that  their  reasons 
were  frivolous;  and  till  they  do  assign  their 
reasons,  evenr  man  must  suppose  they  had 
no  reason ;  for  the  chatacters-  of  oar  mer- 
chants, who  gave  in  their  daims,  many  of 
them,  if«ot  all,  upon  oath,  are  ^  good  aa 
the  characters  of  our  commissaries.  But 
supposing  the  reduction  mada  by  oar  com- 
missaries had  been  just,  the  value  of  tha 
^9  ships  mentioned  in  the  fourth  artido 
of  this  Convention,  or  at  least  of 'the  foolr 
last,  could  be  no  part  of  the  900,000iL  at 
which  they  computed  our  real  losses;  b«- 
cause  the  four  sfiipa  last  mestioaed^  w«ra 
taken  since  our  commissaries  returned  from 
Spain ;  and  the  first  mentioned,  I  mean 
the  Woulball,  was  taken  kmg  after  the 
treaty  of  Seville,  aad  could  therefore  be 
no  part  of  any  of  those  ^tensions,  that 
were  refarrea  to  commissaries  by  that 
treaty.  For  this  rsasoO)  if  the  95/100/.  to 
be  paid  by  thekinff  of  Spain  and  our  Sooth 
Sea  Company,  had  bean  looked  on  as  a  nh 
paration  for  that  900,000/.  6n]y,  we  ought 
to  have  stipulated  the  entire  restiCulBOn  of 
these  five  ships,  without  allowing  any  da» 
duction*  from  the  95,000/.  on  account  of 
that  restitution ;  but,  in  this  case,  the  king 
of  Spain  most  have  paid  us  out  of  his  own. 
pocket  ^^000/.  by  way  of  reparation  fbr 
£00,000/.  which  was,  itaeeass,  what  he  w«s 
resolved  not  to  do ;  and  therefore,  'by  tins 
article,  we  have  allowed  him  fo  keep  these 
five  fhips,  which  be  had  before  a^eed  to 
restore. 

This,  my  Lords,  was,  I  shall  aHow,  ev- 
tremeiy  complaisant,  and  sitioe  we  shewed 
MO  mudi  complanaace  to  him  in  the  poiBt 
of  reparation,  he  shoirid,  I  think,  ia  good 
maonars,  have  shewed  lome  campkuaance 
to  us  ia  the  point  of  future  security :  but 
his  Catholic  majesty,  it  seems,  in  every 
point,  acted  the  part  of  a  stubborn,  hauf^y 
Spaaiard,  and  we,  1  do  not  know  what. 
In  former  days,  my  Lords,  we  used  to  ht 
assuibbom  asanyof  ourtieiehbouia;  And 
to  shew  4iiat  wo  were  io,  asthe  aobla  lord 
«hatapokalast  was  phn$ad  td  laaniioii  the 


1287]  12  G£ORG£  II. 

.  treaty  between  Oliver  Cromwdl  and  the 
Dutch*  I  shall  beg  leave  to  exanune  that 
treaty,  because  the  circumstanoes  of  the 
then  disputes  between  us  and  the  Dutch, 
were  something  parallel  to  the  disputes 
now  subsiding  between  us  and  Spain.  The 
Dutch,  it  is  true,  had  not  for  many  years 
brfore  done  us  any  injury,  nor  had  they 
any  way  interrupted  our  trade ;  but  in  a 
former  reign,  in  which  the  only  maxim  of 
government  was,  that  peace  was  better 
than  war,  as  it  seems  to  be  at  present,  the 
Dutch  had  done  us  a  very  heinous  injury, 
which  had  never  been  properly  resented ; 
and  they  had  b^un  to  dispute  with  us  the 
honour  of  the  ni^.  Therefore,  our  de- 
mands upon  the  Dutch  were,  That  they 
dhould  give  us  satisfaction  for  the  insult 
they  had  many  years  before  put  upon  us, 
reparation  for  the  damage  they  haci  done, 
and  security  for  future  unmolested  enjoy- 
ment of  thsSt  right,  called.  The  Honour  of 
the  Flagi 

How  did  Oliver  Cromwell,  mv  Lords, 
provide  for  these  several  demands,  by  the 
treaty  he  made  with  the  Dutch  ?  By  the 
27th  Article  it  was  expressly  provided, 
**  That  the  United  Provinces  should  take 
care^  that  justice  be  done  upon  those  who 

'  were  partakers  or  accomplices  in  the  mas- 
sacre of  the  English  at  Amboyna,  pro- 
vided any  of  them  be  living.''  I  must  ob- 
serve my  Lords,  that  this  proviso  was  ne- 
cessary ;  because  this  massacre  was  per- 
petrated in  the  peaceable  reign  of  James  L 
above  thirty  years  before  this  treaty. 
Then,  with  reoard  to  reparation,  Oliver's 
negociators  did  not  lump  it,  as  our  present 
n^ociators  havcf  done  by  this  Convention ; 
no,  my  I^rds,  the  quantum  of  that  repa- 
ration was,by  the  30th  Article  of  the  same 
Treaty,  to  l>e  adjusted  by  commissaries, 
respectively  appomted,  who  were  to  meet, 

'  not  in  Hdland,  but  at  London,  and  to  de- 
termine it  in  three  months,  or  upon  their 
fiulure,  it  was  referred  to  the  Protestant 
Swisi  cantons,  who  were  to  eive  judgment 
within  six  months ;  and  we  know  tlmt  the 
Dutch  actually  paid  a  very  large  sum  of 
money  upon  this  account.  Lastly,  with 
regard  to  our  future  security :  though  it 
related  to  nothing  but  a  point  of  honour, 
Oliver  knew  well  the  great  consequence  of 
a  trading  nation's  beins:  jealous  of  its  ho- 
nour; and  therefore,  he  took  care  not  to 
refer  such  a  point  to  commissaries ;  for  by 
the  ISth  Arude  of  that  Treaty,  it  was  ex- 
pressty  provided,  **  That  the  ships  and 
yessds  of  the  said  United  Provinces,  as 
well  dioie  of  war  as  others,  which  should 
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meet  any  of  the  men  of  war  of  the  rrpob- 
lie  of  Engkmd  in  the  British  san,  shouU 
strike  the  flag  to  them,  in  the  samemu- 
ner  as  was  ever  observed  at  any  tine  b^ 
fore,  under  any  former  govdi^nent" 

As  to  the  10,000^  mentiobed  hj  the 
noble  Lord  that  spoke  last,  it  «a  not 
paid  on  account  m  any  dtfasfe  dose 
to  this  nation  before  the  war  comneDcei 
It  was  paid,  my  Lords,  on  accoont  of  am 
English  ships,  that  had  been  seised  ui 
detained  in  the  dominions  of  the  kmi 
Denmark,  after  the  commencemeDt  of tk 
war;  and  as  they  were  seized  st  the ia- 
stances  of  th«  Dutch,  Oliver  uMd, 
that  the  Dutch  should  make  good  the  !o6. 
and  accordingly,  by  the  28th  Article  of 
the  same  Treaty,  a  stipulation  wss  madi 
for  this  purpose,  which  deserves  our  pa- 
ticular  notice  upon  this  occasioD.  Byttii 
stipulation,  the  States  General  oUigei 
themselves,  that  those  sh^  and  gooii. 
which  were  remaining  in  specie,  together 
with  the  true  value  of  those  that  had  bees 
sold,  embeszled,  or  otherwise  di^Mied  d 
should  be  restored  within  a  foitoigfat  after 
the  arrival  of  those  who  were  to  go  to  ^^ 
daim  them;  and  also,  that  the  losd 
which  had  accrued  to  the  English  bjthdr 
bein^  detained,  should  be  made  good,a^ 
cordmg  to  an  appraisement  to  be  msde  bj 
commissaries  therein  named ;  which  cos- 
raissaries  were  to  meet  on  the  27tl)  ^ 
June,  a  little  more  than  two  months  dx 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  at  Londoc 
and  after  the  first  day  of  August  then  bo'- 
ensuing,  unless  they  agreNsd  before-hsod 
they  were  to  be  shut  up  in  a  room,  Kp^' 
rate  from  all  other  persons,  without  6ie< 
candle,  meat,  drink,  or  other  si^rt,tii 
they  had  agreed  of  the  matters  to  then  rt- 
ferred.  The  states  likewise  obliged  thee 
selves  to  pay  5fiOOL  within  two  dsfiaft^ 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  to  tbc 
merchants,  for  the  expence  of  their  twip 
to  Denmark,  to  reclame  their  sh^;  «■ 
SfiOOl.  more,  within  six  days  after  dwr 
arrival  there,  for  refitting  and  retainac 
their  ships  for  their  return.  And  for  tk 
performance  of  these  conditions,  ther  £v; 
ther  obliged  themselyes,  that  bond  sbob: 
be  given  by  8u£Bcient  men,  livmg  here  S 
London,  for  14O,00(«.  The  10,00tf.BK£- 
tioned  by  his  lordship  was,  therefore, «? 
a  part  of  the  reparation  that  wss  to  be 
made  for  this  particular  damage;  for  ** 
know  that  the  commissaries,  by  tbff 
award,  dated  the  Slst  of  Jidy  thst  jtsr. 
the  day  before  they  were  to  havebeescB- 
ckMed,  dedaied,  that  tbenUete^ 
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nouDted  to  97|973^  which  was  accord- 
igly  paid  at  London,  and  distributed 
oiong  those  concerned.  ^ 
I  wish,  my  Lords,  our  kte  negociators 
id  read  tnis  treaty:  they  might  from 
lence  have  seen  what  was  meant  by  sa- 


t  Dy  sa 
;  for,; 


s&ction,  reparation  and  security 
link,  I  hav^  now  clearly  shewn,  that  by 
lis  Convention,  we  have  obtained  no  sa- 
sfaction,  no  security,  no  reparation,  nor 
I  much  as  a  promise  for  any  one  of  them. 
'Q  the  contrary,  we  have  by  this  prelimi- 
iry,  eitlier  expressly  or  tacitly,  given 
^ery  one  of  them  up ;  and  shall  a  British 
irliament  approve  of  such  a  treaty  I  shall 
\&  British  nation  hug  itself  in  the  preca* 
ous  enjoyment  of  such  an  infamous  trah- 
jillity  ?  where  can  a  British  merchant  ffo 
I  carry  on  any  forei^  trade  I  what  fo* 
ign  port  can  a  British  ship  put  into  ? 
tev  must  expect  to  be  insulted,  abused. 
Hi  plundered,  by  every  nation  they  deal 
ith ;  and  under,  such  a  misfortune,  can 
e  expect  to  improve  the  circumstances 
'  our  afSurs,  eitner  at  home  or  abroad  ? 
[y  Lords,  by  our  late  cobduct,  we  have 
x>ught  ourselves  into  a  necessity  of  going 
» war,  let  the  consequence  be  never  so 
tal.  A  man  who  submits  tamely  to  a 
Qall  a&ont,  is  sure  to  meet  with  a  heinous 
)e;  and  then  he  must  fight;  whereas,  if 
I  had  resented  the  first  with  spirit,  he 
ighthave  obtained  satisfaction  without 
tnger,  and  would  have  prevented  his 
eetingwitli  a  second.  If  we  had  pro- 
!rly  resented  the  first  injury  we  met  with 
xn  Spain,  if  upon  the  first  insult  or  en- 
oachment,.  we  nad  peremptorily  demand- 
I  satisfactJQn,  we  miffht  have  obtained  it 
peapeable.  means ;  but  now  it  1%  become 

0  weighty  for  negociation :  we  can  find 
only  at  the  point  of  our  sword;  and 
ere,  I  trust  in  God,  we  shall  still  be  able 
find  both  satisfaction  and  security. 
After  what  I  have  said,  my  Lords,  I 
ink  I  have  no.  occasion  to  consider  our 
cumstances,  either  at  home  or  abroad ; 
cause  I  have,  I  believe,  made  it  appear, 
it  a  war  is  become  unavoidable,  unless 

1  have  a  mind  to  continue  under  sucKan 
amous  peace,  as  mu$t  render  our  cir- 
mstances  every  day  worse  and  worse. 
>r  do  I  think,  that  upon  the  present 
estion,  I  have  any  occasion  to  enquire 
o  ^he  cause  of  tlie  present  situation  of 
i  afiairs  of  this  nation,  or  of  Europe ;  but 
it  were  necessary,  I  believe,  1  could 
3w,  that  it  is  entirely  owing  to  the  mea- 
'es  we  have  followed  for  almost  these 
enty  years.     I  could  shew,  that  the 


same  conduct,  which  has  now  at  last  made 
a  war  unavoidable^  has  rendered  us  ahnost 
incapable  of  carrying  it  on  with  vigour  or 
success;  but  thank  God,  we  are  not  yet 
altogether  so :  this  nation  has  many  and 
great  resources ;  and  if  they  are  put  under 
a  right  conduct,  we  may  still  be  able  to  re« 
cover  our  friends,,  and  revenge  ourselves 
of  our  enemies ;  tJierefore,  I  liq>e  no  man 
will  so  far  despair,  as  to  approve  of  any 
preliminary  that  may  lead  us  into  an  in* 
famous  treaty  of  peace. 

The  Earl  of /jAz.- 

My  Lords ;  whatever  mfluenoe  wit  or 
eloquence  may  have  upon  this  assendbly, 
however  improper  it  may  be  to  make  use 
of  either  in  this  House,  it  must  be  ac- 
knowledeed,  that  a  great  deal  of  both  has 
been  made  use  of  upon  this  occasion;  and 
I  must  say,  that  in  this  debate  a  sort  of 
eloquence  has  been  made  use  of,  which 
may  be  frequent  at  a  certain  place  at  the. 
other  end  of  the  town,  but  cannot,  I  aia 
sure,  be  said  to  be  either  proper  or  decent 
in  this  assemblv ;  for  a  great  many  very 
harsh  epithets  have  been  siven  to  the  Con* 
vention  now  before  us,  which,  considering 
the  place  where  wd  are,  I  think,  it  would 
have  been  better  to  have  let  alone,  even 
though  the  Conventien  had  been  as  bad 
as  it  lias  been  represented ;  but  it  wilt  be 
found,  I  believe,  upon  a  serious  examiiiar 
tion,  that  they  are  such  as  it  no  way  de* 
serves.  By  endeavouring  ta  shew  this,  I 
do  not  know,  but  that  in  the  humour  some . 
lords  seem  to  be  at  present,  I  maybe  called 
an  advocate  for. Spain,  as  weU  as  some 
other  lords  who  have  spoifie  before  m^ 
upon  the  same  side  of  the  question ;  but 
wnatever  I  may  be  called,  either  within 
doors  or  without,  I  am  resolved,  while  I 
sit  here,  to  speak  my  sentiments  fredy, ! 
and  to  declare  openly,  what,  I  think,  will . 
conduce  most  to  the  service  of  my  King, 
and  the  good  of  my  country.  This  is  my 
duty,  this  is  tlie  duty  of  every  member  of . 
this  House,  and  therefore,  I  think  it  as  . 
wrong  to  affect  popularity  upon  any  occa- 
sion, by  chiming  m  with  those  prejudices  . 
which  may  have  been  accidentally  tidcen 
up,  or  artfully  raised  among  the  people, 
as  it  is  to  shew  a  hlmd  or  a  slarish  com-  . 
plaisance  to  the  ministers  of  the  crown. 

Whether  we  have  ^t  a  proper  satia&c-  . 
tion,  or  a  full  reparadoo,  for  the  iiljuries 
that  have  been  done  to  us,  are  questions 
that  have  been  so  fully  spoke  to  by  die 
noble  lords  who  have  already  moke  m  fa- 
vour of  this  Convention :  by.  tiiem  it  haa 
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been  so  clearly  demmurirated,  thai  we 
ooaU  nol  escpect,  nor  oi^t  to  have  m- 
sieteii  upon  greater  satk&etkm  or  re{iara^ 
tion^  from  a  nation  whoee  frtendsfaip  we 
ought  t0  courty  that  it  would  be  vain,  if 
not  aCTonit  in  me,  to  attempt  to  get  that 
malter  ma  clearer  light.  Besides,  my 
Lwda,  there  are  artides,  which  in  all  ne- 
godationi  admit  of  a  little  yieldmg  or 
softening,  and  particularly  in  our  negocia- 
tions  wiUi  Spain,  we  ought  never  to  allow 
them  to  be  of  any  extraordinary  weight. 
If  we  can  get  the  other  diaputesy  whieh 
now  subsist  between  Spain  ana  us,  adjusted 
to  our  satis&ction :  if  we  can  obtain  a  rea- 
sonable security  for  the  future  unmolested 
enjoyment  of  our  navigation  and  commerce 
in  the  American  seas,  I  think  it  would  be 
very  prudent  in  us  to  yield  a  little  upon 
the  head  of  satisfaction  and  reparation:  at 
least,  I  must  think  it  would  be  imprudent 
in  us  to  engage  in  a  war  with  Spain,  and 
at  this  juncture  too,  for  Hie  sake  of  having 
a.fipaiushi  governor,  or  captain  of  a  guarda 

.  castB»  han^sd;  as  many  or  them  certainly 
desoffvo  for  tbiir  behaviour  towards  vls\  or 
for  the  sake  of  obtaining  50,  or  even  a 
1OO,Q0QL  more,  for  making  good  the 
damages  our  merchants  have  sustained. 

The  Article  of  search  or  no*  search,  is 
thsEtfere  Aat  which  we  ought  pnactpaHy 
to  regard. in  our  present  contest  with 
Spain ;  and  this,  n»y  Lords,  I  must  observe, 
isanrntnaldaiipv  We  pretend  to  a  right 
of  searching  the  ^ips,  even  of  foreigners^ 
upon:  oar  own  eoasts,  as  well  as  ^  Spa- 
nianh:  do  upoa  theimi  especudly  when 
thaso.ai«  gnmnda  to'Siapect,  thatcmy  such 
sUphasi^nsm^oyed,  or  is  going  to  be 
enaloyed^  in  carrying  on  an  unlawful  trade 
win  ovwdjccts^  or  in  our  dombions.  It 
is:ai8artof  Ubertp  we  take^  it  is  a  sort  of 

^libertgrreveiynation  takes^  *  Hancpedmus 
dssm^oo  vieisshn* ;  and  neither  the  8pa« 
niards.  nor  we  have  given-  it  up»  by  re- 
feriing  it  to  be  regulated  by  plenipoten- 
tiarioft  Nay,  oven  in  die  open  8ea%  in 
the  middloiofthrwideocean,  if  one  of  our 
men  of  wm  sl^nild^  tmen  visitiiig  a  ship 
they  meer.  with,  turn  cause  to  suspect, 
that  her  passports  or  se»4etton  were 
foig^  or  should:  ibd  cause  to  suspect 
fratm  what  they  saw  on  board,  tbait  the^hip 
had  faeiear  eonoemed  in  ain^  pimticat  prae- 
tSoBSi  I  beHort  they  wooldf  take  the  liberty 
to  break:  throu^  the  mka  prescribed  by 
traatiesibr  mkiof  shipe  at  sea^  and  would 
soBBch  such  a  ship,  itt>  order  to  discover 
whether  their  so^ioioas  were  wdl  or  ill 
(ronodoA.    This  is  mOm^  which  the 
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armed  shifiB  of  every  oountry  tde,  nn 
upon  the  high  seas ;  it  is  a  Vba^  wlEch 
ev^ry  country  ipust  indulge  Is  smHwi, 
for  the  sake  <n  discoveriBg  smdapprebrod* 
ing  (Mrates ;  therefore,  it  is  a  Ebettj  tfast 
no  nation  can  complain  of,  unless  when  k 
is  turned  to  a  bad  use,  and  then  it  h  sot 
the  right  or  liberty,  but  the  use  madeof d, 
that  a^rds  a  jist  emise  of  eomplamt 

The  liberty  of  searehing  the  ships « 
forei^ers  i^oo  the  high  seas,  on  11101000 
of  piracy,  is  a  liberty  that  is  esmiihed 
ana  regulated  by  the  law  of  osiMmsaloDe: 
but  the  Kberty  which  every  natioD  enjors, 
of  se^ehin^,  on  suspici^Sn  of  m^dM 
trade,  the  ships  of  foreigners  that  ^jprosch 
near  to  their  coasts  without  any  necessity, 
is  a  liberty  that  is  not  only  estebli^Kff  br 
the  law  of  nations,  but  is  generally  rep 
lated  by  the  particular  laws  or  castmiB  « 
each  respective  sode^.  In  this  cottotrr 
it  is  established  and  regulated,  not  ooljln 
immemorial  custom,  but  by  several  actscf 
parliament ;  and  it  is  impossible  for  as,  b? 
any  precautions  we  can  take  at  knd,  t} 
prevent  tlie  exportation  c^  our  wool,  tk 
importation  of  prohibited  goods,  or  tt 
chmdestine  running  of  gooos  in  upon  *:« 
without  paying  the  duties,  unlen  we  tab 
the  liberty  of  searching  sudi  ships,  upos 
our  owii  coasts,  as  give  just  cause  to  tosr 
oeet  their  being  concerned  in,orde8i^ 
for,  some  such  unlawful  trade.  This,  r 
Lords,  has  been  found  by  experience  tobe 
true ;  and  therefore  by  an  act  of  the  10(^ 
and  11th  of  the  late  king  WiDiaiii,  it  «&< 
provided,  **  That  our  admiralty  should^ 
point  two  fiflh  rate,  and  two  sixth  nir 
8hips>  and  eight  armed  sloops,  to  troi? 
on  the  coasts  of  England  and  MiKoAy  u 
seize  all  ships  and  vessds  exporting  voc 
to  fbreiffn  parts."  Now,  my  Lords,  if 
any  of  l3ie  men  of  war,  or  anned  sk»p 
thus  employed,  should  see  a  French  ikp 
hovering,  or  lying  at  anchor  within  a  ^ 
ieasues  of  our  shore,  and  boats  pv^ 
and  repassing  between  her  andthehnii 
are-we  to  suppose  that  they  are  only  tovisr 
y  ch  ship,  according  to  the  rules  pracribe<! 
Dy  treaty,  and  to  give  entire  credit  t4>  ^ 
paasports,' or  sea-letters?  If  theydid,ther 
would  "always  find  her  bound  from  »fff 
port  of  France,  to  some  port  in  Norrayor 
the  Baltic ;  or  from  some  port  in  Nervtf 
or  the  Baltic,  to  some  port  of  Fnscft 
yet,  neverthdess,  she  m^nt  behalf  kiak^ 
with  our  wool,  and  waitbg  at  that  place 
for  Uie  rest  of  her  cargo;  tiksrefore,  a 
such  casesy  it  is  absolutely  necesssiy  tt* 
nmke  scale  sort  of  seorcbf  and  we  have  tl* 
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«  done  sOy  without  any  nation's  hav- 
coinplained  of  our  making,  by  such 
ractice,  any  encroachment  upon  the 
«lom  of  their   navigation  and  com- 


"ce. 


he.  case,  my  Lords,  iis  the  same  with 
ird  to  smuggling :  it  was  found  by  ex- 
ience,  that  all  the  precautions  we  could 
»  at  land,  could  not  prevent  that  per- 
ou9  trade,  and  thererore  we  have,  by 
aral  acts  of  parliament,  enforced  and 
olated  the  right- wc  have  by  the  law  of 
pns,  of  searching,  as  well  as  visiting, 
li  foreign  ships  as  approach  our  coasts, 
.  give  just  cause  for  suspecting  their 
)g  concerned  in,  or  designed  for  car- 
ig  on  any  contraband  trade.  Porthis 
ton,  we  ought  to  be  cautious  of  deny- 
this  liberty  or  privilege  to  any  nation  ; 
if  we  do,  every  nation  m  Europe  will  say 
us,  *  With  what  measure  ye  mete,  it 
II  be  measured  to  you  again :'  as  tou 
!  not  allow  us  to  search  your  ships  upon 

coasts,  we  will  not  allow  you  to  search 
ships  upon  your  coasts ;  and  if  by  this' 
ms  we  should  be  debarred  searching 
r  foreign  ship  upon  our  own  coasts,  it 
old  be  impossible  for  us  to  prevent 
ogling,  or  the  exportation  of  our  wool, 
t  only  die  Dutch  and  French,  but  all 
ions  that  had  any  use  for  it,  would  soon 
.  apon  ways  and  means  to  steal  away 
m  us  as  much  of  our  wool  as  they 
lid  have  occasion  for,  to  the  great  pre- 
jice,  if  not  the  utter  ruin  of  our  woollen 
aufacture. 

this,  my  Lords,  would  be  a  much 
M^r  loss  to  us,  than  the  exporting  of 
d  or  silver  from  Spain,  or  from  the 
mish  settlements  in  America,  can  be  to 
i  nation.  For  in  their  present  circum- 
Qces,  it  is  ridiculous  in  tiiem  to  prohibit 

exportation  of  that  commodity.  If 
coul4  make  their  prohibition  effec- 
if  they  could  absolutely  prevent  the 
|>ortation  of  gold  or  silver  from  any  part 
their  dominions,  they  would,  in  tJieir 
fient  circumstances,  soon  come  to  be 
I  Midas  in  the  fable :  many  of  them 
uld  have  nothing  to  eat,  drink,  or 
the  themselves  with,  but  sold  or  silver  ; 
i  then  they  would  be  gladto  give  every 
tion  a  licence  to  export  both  the  one 
1  the  other,  in  order  to  have  those  ne- 
narles  and  conveniences  of  life  they 
nd  in  n^ed  of,  and  cannot  have  in  their 
n  dominions.  This  we  know  to  be 
:en  the  case  of  some,  of  their  settlements 
America ;  and  when  it  is,  their  gover- 
rs  always  send  licences  to  some  of  our 
VOL.X.] 
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plantations,  not  only  to  come  and  trade  in 
the  Spanish  settlements,  but  to  export  gold 
and  silver,  and  whatever  else  they  please  to 
take,  in  return  for  the  provisi(»i8  or  neces- 
saries they  carry  thither. 

But  with  regard  to  our  wool,  myLordf, 
the  case  is  very  different.  It  is  a  com- 
modity much  more  valuable  than  gold  or 
silver;  because  it  is  a  commodity  abso- 
lutely necessary,  or,  at  least,  extremely 
convenient,  for  all  nations  that  live  at  any 
distance  from  the  torrid  zone ;  and  as  it 
must  be  manufactured  before  it^can  be  fit 
for  use,  a  great  many  industrious  and  faith- 
ful subjects  are  always  employed  in  that 
manufacture.  Now,  as  we  do  not  prohibit 
the  exportation  of  it  when  manufactured, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  encourage  it,  at 
mudi  as  we  can,  the  exportation  of  it, 
when  fully  manufactured,  will,  I  hope,  be 
always  sufficient  for  furnishing  us  with 
every  thing  we  stand  in  need  oi,  for  luxu- 
ry, as  well  as  necessity  and  convefftency, 
from  any  country  in  the  world ;  therefore 
we  can  never  be  under  any  necessity  to 
export  it  unmanufactured;  and  as  none 
of^our  neighbours  can  carry  on  woollen 
manuflK^tures,  especially  those  of  the  mid- 
dling sort,  without  having  some  of  our  wool  ■ 
to  mix  up  with  their  own,  as  the  manu- 
facturing for  our  neighbours,  as  well  aa 
ourselves,  must  employ  a  great  many  more 
hands,  and  bring  a  greater  advantage  to 
the  nation,  than  if  we  were  to  manufacture 
for  ourselves  alone,  we  ought  to  take  all 
possible  methods  for  preventing  the  ex- 
portation of  this  commodity,  till  it  has 
Deen  fully  mapufactured  by  our  own  peo- 
ple. 

This,  my  Lx)rds,  shews  the  wisdom  of 
those  regulations  we  have  made  both  by 
•land  and  sea,  for  preventing  the  exporta- 
tion of  our  wool ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
it  must  shew  how  unwise 'it  would  be  in  & 
us,  to  introduce,  among  the  nations  of 
Europe,  any  politicad  maxim,  which,  if  we 
were  obliged  to  observe  it  ourselves,  might 
render  it  extremely  difficult,  if  not  altoge- 
ther impossiUe,  for  us,  to  prevent  our 
wooPs  being  stolen  away  from'  us ;  and 
that  this  would  be  the  consequence,  if  wef 
were  to  abstain  from  searching  any  foreign 
ship  upon  our  coasts,  experience  itself 
must  convince  us.  But  this,  my  Loids. 
is  not  the  only  inconvenience  we  shoula 
be  liable  to  at  present,  if  we  should 
be  obliged  to  ^ive  up,  or  pass  from  this 
right  of  searchmg  ships  upon  our  Own 
coasts ;  for  while  our  present*  high  duties 
continue  upon  all  fore  gn  goods  imported^ 
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it  would  be  impossible  for  us  to  prevent 
smuggling,  without  the  exercise  of  this 
right ;  and  if  we  take  such  a  liberty  with 
the  ship»  of  neighbouring  nations  upon  our 
coasts,  we  must  allow  them  to  take  some 
such  liberty  with  our  ships  upon  their 
coasts ;  oth^jrwise,  we  may  run  me  risk  of 
uniting  all  the  powers  of  .Europe  in  an  as- 
sociation against  us. 

For  this  reason,  my  Lords»  the  question, 
Whether  we  ought  to  allow  the  Spaniards 
a  right  or  privilege  to  search,  upon  just 
grounds  of  suspicion,  any  of  our  ships  that 
shall  approach  their  coasts  without  neces- 
sity, seems  to  be  ^question  that  may  admit 
of  some  sort  of  difficulty.  They  may  in- 
sist upon  it,  as  a  right  derived  to  them 
from  the  law  of  nations,  and  confirmed  by 
our  own  practice  in  similar  cases ;  and  it 
is  a  privilege  which  we  may  allow  them, 
without  acknowledging  that  they  have  any 
thing  like  a  imperium  marisy  with  regard 
to  the  seas  of  America.  As  for  this  im- 
perium  marist  or  dominion  of  the  seas, 
there  tn^  be  some  such  thing,  for  what  I 
know :  1  believe  we  have  a  just  pretence 
to  such  a  dominion,  with  regard  to  the 
British'seas ;  but  I  must  observe,  that  a  very 
great  autlior  has  said,  *  That  it  is  rather  to 
be  imagined  than  explained.'  It  is  a  sub- 
ject that  has  employed  die  pens  of  many 
leatned  and  ingenious  men ;  but  they  difier 
so  much  from  one  another,  and  sometimes 
fVom  themselves,  that  there  is  no  possibility 
of  forming  a  certain  and  distinct  notion  of  it 
from  what  they  have  wrote  upon  the  sub- 
ject. They  have  divided  and  subdivided 
it  a  great  many,  different  ways ;  .which  it 
would  be  needless,  as  well  as  tedious,  to 
ffive  an  account  of;  but  the  most  material 
divi^on  I  have  taken  notice  of,  is*  that  5y 
which  it  hUs  been  divided  into  imperium 
proximum  and  imperium  remotum;  the 
former  being  that  imperium  whidi  a  na- 
tion may  acquire,  ana  every  nation  pre- 
tends to,  upon  what  they  call  their  own 
coasts ;  and  the  latter,  that  which  a  na- 
doR  may  acouire  upon  what  we  call  the 
open  seas,  eitner  by  treaty,  or  by  the  tacit 
concession  and  long  sufferance  of  its  neigh- 
bours. . 

But  here  again,  my  Lords,  a  new  diffi- 
culty occurs:  for,  what  may  be  called  the 
coasts,  or  what  may  be  called  the  open 
seas,  is  a  question  that  is  not  determined 
by  the  authors  that  have  wrote  upon  the 
subject,  nor  has  it  lately  been  determined 
by  treaty,  so  far  as  I  know,  between  any 
two  nations  in  Europe.  The  greatest  au- 
tbority  I  can  thiok  of,  that  can  any  way 
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be  made  use  of  for  detenntning  thaipomu 
is  that  famous  decree  or  resolution  (^  the 
senate  of  Rome,  by  which  th'ey  gave  to  the 
great  Pompey  the  command  or  govern- 
ment of  the  sea,  for  suppressing  those  p 
rates  that  then  infested  the  Mediterra- 
nean ;  for,  as  by  that  decree  they  extend. 
ed  his  command  or  imperium  as  far  s 
400  stadia,  which  is  about  13  or  14leape.s 
over  the  whole  continent  or  land  atijoiu- 
ing  to  the  sea,  it  may  be  supposed,  ther 
reckoned  that  the  sea  coast,  which  always 
includes  land  as  well  as  sea,  extended  U 
leagues  up  the  country,  and  consequeni'y 
H  leagues  out  at  sea.  But  no  mofkn 
nation  will,  I  believe,  admit  that  what  re 
now  call  sea  coast,  can  be  either  way  so 
far  extended. 

Having  thus  shewn  what  the  Spaniards 
may  say  m  favour  of  the  right  or  priTikg^ 
they  pretend  to  have  of  searchmg,  as  we  i 
as  visiting  our  ships,  upon  what  they  call 
their  coasts  in  America,  when  such  ship, 
by  their  approaching  too  near,  or  by  otfaer 
tokens,  give  cause  to  suspect,  that  the} 
are  concerned,  or  designed  to  be  coDcm- 
ed  in  some  illicit  trade ;  i  shall  noir,  my 
Lords,  endeavour  to  shew  what  .may  be 
said  on  our  side.  With  r^ard  to  an} 
liberty  or  privilege  we  may  take  with  tbc 
ships  of  foreigners  sailing  upon  the  British 
seas,  we  may  justly  say,  my  Lords,  dot 
no  argument  can,  from  hence,  be  drawn 
in  favour  of  any  right  the  Spuiiards  nm 
pretend  to  in  the  seas  of  America;  be- 
cause we  have  an  imperium  or  dommia 
over  the  British  seas,  established  to  us  by 
custom  immemorial,  and  acknowledged  by 
almost  all  the  nations  of  Europe:  Wheres^ 
the  Spaniards  can  pretend  to  no  sudi  m- 
perium  over  the  American  seas,  nor  ougk 
we  to  allow  them  to  exercise  any  lib^ 
or  privilege  that  may  be  a  foundatum  for 
their  claiming  such  an  imperivm  in  ae; 
future  time.  Then,  with  regard  to  iHsJ 
may  be  called  the  sea  coast  of  any  coon- 
try,  we  may  say,  that,  by  the  law  of  ra- 
tions, nothing  ought  to  be  called  lea  cost 
that  is  within  the  common  coarse  of  sailing 
•from  Qpe  country  to  another;  and  tiat 
therefore  nothing  but  creeks  or  small  bsr? 
ought  to  be  reckoned  within  the  seacossii 
of  any  country,  or  such  places  in  the  set 
which  are  so  land-locked  that  no  ^ 
would  chuse  to  get  within  th^n,  unless  »li? 
drove  thither  by  stress  of  weather,  or  bsr 
some  other  design  than  that  of  &^ 
along  the  coasts  of  that  country.  Tbisl 
say,  my  Lords,  we  may  insist  on  as  tlif 
general  rule  fbr  detensming  wbatmaj^ 
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called  the  sea  coasts  of  any  country ;  and 
this  ought  to  be  the  riUe  in  the  American 
seas,  especially  within  the  tropics,  rather 
than  any  other,  because  the  winds  and 
currents  in  that  part  of  the  world,  not  only 
make  ships  chuse,  but  even  force  them  to 
sail  along,  ahnost  close  in  with  the  shore 
of  some  of  the  islands  or  continent  of 
America,  as  has  been  extremely  well  ex- 
plained by  a  noble  Lord,  who  spoke  some 
time  since  upon  the  other  side  of  the 
question. 

I'o  this,  my  Lords,  we  may  add,  that 
though  an  impemtm  or  dominion  may  be 
acquired  oyer  some  seas,  or  some  particu- 
lar parts  of  the  ocean,  yet  that  dominion, 
like  property  in  lilnds,  must  be  acquired  by 
some  overt  acts,  which  declare  the  inten- 
tion of  the  possessor,  and  the  cession  or 
resignation  of  the  rest  of  mankind ;  and  as 
DO  such  overt  acts  have  ever  been  done  by 
the  Spaniards,  and  peaceably  submitted  to 
ibr  any  time  by  other  nations,  in  the  seas 
of  America,  there£mre  those  seas  ought  to 
be  looked  on  as  a  large  common,  lying  be- 
tween the  Spanish  dominions  and  ours,  no 
part  of  which  they  can  appropriate,  nor 
issume  any  jurisdiction  over  it,  without 
mir  consent';  and  1  am  sure  we  may  justly 
lay,  that  the  late  behaviour  of  some  of 
their  Guarda  Costas,  and  the  delays  we 
luiTe  met  with  in  obtaining  justice  from 
Jieir  court,  have  given  us  a  very  good 
reason,  never  to  allow  them  to  assume  the 
east  degree  of  jurisdiction  in  any  part  of 
he  American  seas,  where  our  snips  may 
}e  obliged,  or  have  occasion  to  sail. 

From  what  I  have  mentioned,  mv  Lords, 
)f  the  arffuments  that  may  be  made  use  of 
ipon  boUi  sides  of  the  question,  I  believe 
t  will  appear,  that  the  real  dispute  *be- 
ween  Spain  and  us,  I  mean  that  which  is 
f  the  greatest  consequence,  is  not  about 
lar  right  to  a  free  navigation  and  com- 
lerce  in  the  American  seas,  but  about 
heir  right  to  search  ships  upon  what  may 
«  calldl  their  own  coasU.  The  right  to 
e  regulated  by  the  plenipotentiaries,  re- 
pectively  appointed  by  this  preliminary  is 
ot  our  ri^t  to  a  &ee  navigation  and  com- 
lerce  in  those  seas,  but  Aeir  right  to  do 
'hat  every  nation  does,  I  mean,  to  visit, 
nd  even  to  search,  upon  just  cause  of 
upicion,  such  ships  as  come  within  what 
lay  be  odied  theur  sea  coasts ;  and  it  is 
leir  Ute  b^avtour,  ndt  ours,  that  makes 
tieT  regulating  of  this  right  necessary, 
liey  have  lately  extended  what  they  call 
ttehr  sea  coasts  bo  far  out  in  the  ocean, 
Dd  they  hava  searched  so  many  af  nor 


ships  without  cause  of -suspicion,  and  con- 
fiscated so  many  of  them  without  any  pre- 
tence of  justice,  that  it  is  become  necessary 
to  lay  th^m  under  some  restraints  or  regu- 
lations ;  and  these  restraints  and  regida- 
tions  are  to  be  settled  and  agreed  on  by 
the  plenipotentiaries  respectively  appoint- 
ed. That  they  have  sea  coasts  in  Ame- 
rica, ia  what  no  man  will  deny ;  and  that 
they  have  some  sort  of  power  or  jurisdic- 
tion over  those  sea  coasts,  is  what,  I  think, 
can  be  as  little  denied.  Nay,  we  seem  to 
have  acknowledged  it  by  treaty;  fm*  as  our 
South  Sea  Company  got,  by  Uie  Assienta 
treaty  or  contract,  the  sole  privilege  o^in-. 
traducing  negroes  into  the  Spanish  settle- 
ments in  America,  it  was  by  the,  18th  Ar- 
ticle of  tliat  Treaty  agreed,  **  That  when 
the  AssientistB  should  have  notice  that  any 
ship  with  negroes  (not  belonging  to  them) 
was  come  upon  thie  coast,  or  entered  into 
any  port,  they  might  fit  out,  arm,  and  send 
out  immediately  auch  vessels  as  they  should 
have  of  their  own,  or  any  others  belonging 
to  his  Catholic  maiesty,  or  his  subjects, 
with  whom  they  should  ame,  to  tadce, 
seize,  and  confiscate  such  Mips  and  their 
negroes,  of  whatever  nation  or  person  they 
might  be,  to  whom  thf  same  should  be- 
long; to  which  end  the  said  Assientists, 
and  their  fiictors,  should  have  liberty  to 
take  cognizance  of,  and-  search  all  mips 
and  vessels  that  should  come  i^n  toe 
coasts  o£  India,  or  into  its  ports,  in  which 
they  ^ould  have  reason  to  believe,  or  sus- 
pect, tliat  there  were  contraband  negtom, 
rrovided  always,  that  for  the  making  of 
such  searches,  visits,  and  other' proceed- 
ings before  mentioned,  they  should  first 
have  leave  firom  the  governors,  tp  whon 
they  should  communicate  what  occurred, 
and  desire  them  to  inteipose  their  autho- 
rity." 

These,  my  Lords,  are  the  words  of  the 
treaty ;  and  if  the  court  of  Spain  could 
delegate  a  power  to  our  South  Sea  com- 
pany to  search  such  sh^  as  came  upon 
the  coasts  of  India,  in  which  they  should 
suspect  they  were  contraband  negroes,  as 
by  our  accepting  of  this  article,  we  have 
acknowledged  they  could,  surely  we  must 
oUow,  that  they  have  a  power  to  search 
such  ships  as  come  upon  toe  coasts  of  In-  - 
dia,  in  which  they  may  suspect  there  are 
any  other  sort  of  contraband  goods  :  by 
which  I  mean,  and  by  which  they  •  can 
only,  with  any  justice  or  propriety,  mean^ 
such  goods  as  are  designed  to  be  imported 
into,  or  have  been  exported  from,  their 
settfementa  in  India,  contrary  to  the  ex- 
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dusive  privilege  enjoyed  by  the  iabjecte 
of  Spahiy  and  confirmed  to  them  by  the 
treaues  subsisting  between  them  and  us. 
This  power,  my  Lords,  I  say,  we  must  al- 
low them :  but  we  must  not  aflow  them  to 
mal&e  a  bad  use  of.  it,  or  to  extend  what 
they  call  their  coasts,  so  far  as  may  give 
their  guarda  costas  a  pretence  to  interrupt 
4>ur  lawful  trade  or  commerce  in  those 
seas  ;  and  as  they  have  done  so  for  some 
time  past,  it  is  become  necessary  for  us  to 
lay  this  power  under  such  regulations,  as 
may  prevent  such  practices  in  time  to" 
come :  This,  I  hope,  will  be  done  by  the 
definitive  treaty  that  is  to  be  concluded  ; 
but  as  the  contriving  and  settling  these  re- 
gulations required  a  most  mature  and  se- 
rious deliberation,  it  could  not  be  done  so 
as  to  make  thera  a  part  of  this  preliminary 
treaty  ;  and  therefore  it  was  necessary  to 
refier  this  matter  to  the  plenipotentiaries^ 
What  liberty  we  may  allow  to  the  Spa- 
niards, with  regard  to  searching  our  ships 
at  sea,  or  upon  what  they  call  their  own 
coasts,  or  whether  or  no  we  ought  to  al- 
low them  any  such  liberty,  or  if  we  do  al- 
low it,  what  restraints  and  regulations  it 
ought  to-  be  subjected  to,  are  questions, 
my  Lords,  that  cannot,  I  thmk,  come  be- 
fore us  upon  this  occasion  :  All  I  design 
by  what  I  have  said  upon  this  head^  is  to 
anew,  that  the  dispute  between  the  Spa- 
niards and  us  about  search  or  no  search, 
is  of  such  a  nature,  that  it  could  not  be  im- 
mediately determined.-   If  we  had  been  at 
war  with  Spain,  and  had  reduced  them  to 
such  distress,  that  they  must  have  agreed 
to  any  thing  we  thought  fitto  propose^  the 
dispute  might  have  been  easily  ended ;  be- 
cause, as  it  would  be  our  interest  to  have 
a  fr^  trade  to  the  Spanish  settlements  in 
America,  as  we  shall  always  reap  the  more 
advantage,  the  more  trade  our  subjects 
have  with  them,  therefore  if  we  cannot 
obtain  a  free  trade,  it  is  our  interest  not  to 
admit  of  any  thing  that  may  prevent  or 
obstruct  an  illicit  trade  ;  ana  for  this  rea- 
son, if  we  had  prevailed  so  far  as  to  have 
the  drawing  up  of  the  articles  of  peace,  if 
the  Spaniards  had  been  forced  to  present 
us  witn  a  carte  blanche,  we  ought  certainly 
to  have  stipulated  no  search  any  where 
but  in  their  ports  or  harbours,  when  our 
ships  happened  to  be  forced  in  there  by 
•ea  distress.    But  this,  my  Lords,  was  not 
.  cur  case  when  this  treaty  was  negociated  : 
We  were  treating  upon  equal  terms  :    We 
were  neeociating  to  prevent  a  dangerous 
war,  ana  not  to  put  an  end  tu  a  successful 
one;  and  in  these  circumstances  it  was 


impossible  for  us  to  adjust  and  finally  set- 
tle a  dispute  of  such  a  nature  in  so  snort  a 
time.  If  it  be  finally  adjusted  and  settled 
in  the  eight  months  prescribed  by  this  pre- 
liminary, I  shall  think  it  sometoing  very 
extraordinary  ;  and  if  at  last  all  the  dis- 
putes now  subsisting  between  Spain  and 
us  are  adjusted  to  our  satisfaction,  I  shaH 
then  think  that  we  may  justly  appi  j  to  one 
person  in  this  kingdom,  what  was  said  of 
the  great  Fabius  at  Rome,  'cunctando 
restituit  rem.' 

I  know,  my  Lords,  it  would  have  been 
more  glorious,  and  would  have  looked 
more  like  great  courage  and  magnaniatitr, 
to  have  attacked  the  Spaniards  directlv, 
without  so  much' as  askmg,  ivhetberthcy 
-were  willing  to  give  us  satisfaction  ;    if  we 
we  had  done  so,  the  Spaniards  could  not 
with  justice  have  complained  of  us,  nor 
could  they  have  said,  we  treated  them 
otherwise  than  they  deserved  ;  but  I  can- 
not think  it  would  have  been  prudent,  nor 
do  I  think  it  would  have  been  acting  like 
men  that  had  a  due  regard  to  the  prospe- 
rity and  happiness  of  their  country*     \\  an 
and  victories,  my  Lords,  make  a  fine  fi- 
gure in  history,  or  even  in  a  news-paper : 
We  still  read  with  pleasure  the  rcmiantic 
accounts  of  our  wars  and  battles  in  France, 
when  our  kings  were  wasting    the  sulv 
stance,  and  ppiiiing  tli6  blood  of  their  sub- 
jects,* in  quest  of  that  which  would  bait 
ruined  their  country,  if  ^hey  had  met  with 
the  wished  for  success  ;  we  likewise  read 
with  pleasure,  an  account  of  our  late  cam- 
paigns  in  Fhmders,  Germany  and  Span, 
when  we  were  running  ourselves  screnl 
millions  in  debt  yearly,  for  the   sake  rt' 
conquering  kingdoms  and  provinces  fbr 
those,  who  haVe  not  since  snewed  thech 
selves  very  grateful  for  the  &vour5  ve 
then  so  bountifully  bestowed  :  and  if  vt 
had  now  run  ourselves  headlong  into  a  «sr 
with  Spain,  we  shoidd  probably,  if  tbcT 
had  been  assisted  by  none  of  their  neigh- 
bours, have  had  the  same  success  we  li^v? 
formerly  met  with  in  our  wars  against  that 
nation  ;  The  taking  of  some  of  their  g i^ 
leons  or  flota,  the  plundering   some  ^ 
their  towns  upon  the  sea  coast,  in  Europe, 
or  the  taking  or  plundering  some  of  the? 
settlements  in  Ainerica,  woidd  have  f^ 
nished  our  gazettes  with  excellent  ptf*- 
graphs  for  the  entertainment  of  the  pce- 
sent  age,  and  our  histories  with  fit  lutfcr 
for  the  amusement  of  fiitare  geaaenikts 
but,  upon  balancing  accounts  we  Ab^- 
have  found,  I  befieve,  that  thenrolit  weoti 
not  answer  the  charge ;  and  that  we  id 
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done  better  to  have  accepted  at  first  of  a 
reasonable  satisfaction  in  a  peaceable  man- 
ner. In  the  mean  time,  our  trade  would 
have  been  interrupted^  our  people  op- 
pressed with  taxes,  many  of  our  merchants 
ruined  by  captures,  and  multitudes  of 
tradesmen  drawn  away  from  nseftil  labonr 
and  industrv  ;  for  it  was  well  observed  by 
a  celebratea  clergyman,  who  was  appoint- 
ed to  preach  at  St*  Paul's  upon  the  peace 
of  Utrecht,  that  those  times  which  are 
the  best  to  read  of,  are  far  from  being  the 
best  to  live  fn. 

It  was,  therefore,  I  think,  my  Lords,  the 
wisest  course,  to  try  first  what  could  be 
done  b^  negociation ;  and  as  there  is  no- 
thing m  this  preliminary  that  is  either 
scandalous,  or  mconsistent  ^th  any  of  the 
rights  or  privileges  of  this  nation ;  as  we 
have  got  all  that  could  be  expected  in  so 
short  a  time ;  and  as  the  time  stipulated 
for  concluding  a  definitive  treaty  iv  but 
very  short,  I  must  think  it  was  right  to  ac- 
cept, in  the  mean  time,  of  this  preliminary. 
If  the  court  of  Spain  should  refuse,  or  un- 
reasonably delay  giving  us  entire  satisfac- 
tion by  a  definitive  treaty,  within  tlie  time 
limited  by  this  preliminary,  we  must  go  to 
war ;  we  shall  then  be  able  to  excuse  or 
justify  ourselves  in  our  own  minds,  let  the 
event  of  that  war  be  what  it  will ;  because . 
of  two  evils,  the  least  is  certainly  to  be 
chosen.  Our  trade  cannot  suffer  much  yi 
the  mean  time,  the  circumstances  of  a&irs 
in  Europe  cannot  become  more  unfavour- 
able than  they  now  are,  nor  can  it  be  sup- 
posed that  we  shall  be  weaker,  or  Spain 
stronger,  eight  months  hence,  than  at  pre- 
sent* For  these  reasons,  my  Lords,  I 
think  we  cannot  well  refuse  to  give  our  ap- 
probation of  this  preliminary,  in  those  ge- 
neral terms  the  noble  lord  has  proposal ; 
And  therefore  I  shall  be  for  agreeing  to  the 
motion  he  has  been  pleased  to  make. 

At  last  the  question  was  put,  and  carrield 
irk  the  Affirmative,  upon  a  division  of  71 
Contents,  to  58  Not-contents ;  and  of 
Proxies  24  Contents  to  16  Not-contents. 

The  Lords*  Address  of  Thanks  for  the 
Ct^nvention  xioith  Spain,']  Whereupon  the 
fallowing  Address  was  agreed  to,  and  pre- 
sented accordingly : 

**  Most  gracious  Sovereign  ; 
^*  We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  sid>jects,the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tem- 
poral in  parliament  assembled,  beg  leave 
^c»  return  your  Migesty  our  most  humble 
j^s»ak»  for  your  gracious  condescensioni  in 


laying  the  Convention  between  your  Ma- 
jesty and  the  king  of  Spain,  dated  the  14th 
day  of  January  last,  li.  S.  together  with 
the  separate  Articles,  before  this  House. 

**  we  think  it  our  indispensable  duty,  on 
this  occasion,  to  express  our  just  sense  of 
your  royal  care  of  the  true  interests  of 
your  people ;  and  to  acknowledge  your 
Majesty's  great  prudence,  in  bringing  the 
demands  of  your  subjects  for  their  past 
losses,  which  have  been  so  long  depending, 
to  a  final  adjustment  by  the  said  Conven- 
tion ;  and  procuring  an  eiqpress  stipulation 
for  a  speedy  payment ;  and  in  laying  a 
foundation  for  accomplishing  the  great  and 
desirable  ends  of  obtaining  future  security, 
and  preserving  the  peace  between  the  two 
nations. 

'<  We  beg  leave  also  to  declare  to  your 
Majesty,  our  confidence  and  reliance  on 
your  royal  wisdom  and  steady  attention  to 
the  honour  of  vour  crown,  and  the  wel&re 
of  these  kingdoms ;  that  in  the  treaty  to 
be  concluded  in  pursuance  of  this  Conven- 
tion, proper  provisions  wiU  be  made  for 
redress  or  the  grievances  so  justly  com- 
plained of;  and  particulaiiy,  that  the  free- 
dom of  navigation  and  commerce  in  die 
American  seas,  to  which  your  Majesty's 
subjects  are  entitled  by  the  law  of  nations, 
and  by  virtue  of  the  treaties  subsisting  be- 
tween the  two  crowns,  will  be  so  efiectually 
secured,  that  they  may  enjoy,  unmolested^ 
their  undoubted  right  of  navigating,'  and 
canying  on  trade  and  commerce  from  one 
part  of  your  Majesty's  dominions  to  any 
other  part  thereof,  without  being  liable  to 
be  stopped,  visited,  or  searched,  on  the 
open  seas,  or  to  any  other  violation  or  in- 
fraction of  the  said  treaties ;  the  mutual 
observance  thereof,  and  a  just  regard  to 
the  privileges  belonging  to  each  other,  be- 
ing the  only  means  of  maintaming  a  good 
correspondence,  and  lasting  friendship  be- 
tween the  two  nations. 

**  Permit  us  at  the  same  time,  in  the 
most  dutiful  manner,  to  express  to  your 
Majesty,  our  firm  dependence,  that  in  the 
treaty,  to  be  concluded  in  pursuance  of  the 
said  Convention,  the  utmost  regard  will  be 
had  to  the  rights  belonging  to  your  Mar 
jesty's  crown  and  subjects,  in  adjustine  and 
settling  the  limits  of  your  Majesty's  domi- 
nions in  America;  and  to  give  your  Ma- 
jesty the  strongest  assurances,  that,  in  case 
your  Majesty's  just  expectations  shall  not 
be  answered,  this  House  will  heartily  and 
zealously  concur  in  all  such  measures,  as 
shall  be  necessary  to  vindicate  your  Ma- 
jesty's honour,  and  to  preserve  to.  your 
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flubjecU  the  fall  enjoyment  of  til  those 
rights,  to  which  they  are  entitled  by  treaty, 
and  the  law  of  nations." 

The  King*s  Anstoer.']  His  Majestyre- 
•tutned  the  following  Answer  : 

**  My  Lords,  I  tbink  you  for  this  datifiil 
Address,  and  for  the  grateful  sense  you  ex- 
press of  my  qare  of  the  true  interests  of 
my  people.  You  may  depend  upon  it, 
that  I  have  the  honour  of  my  crown,  and 
the  welfisure  of  my  kingdoms  entirely  at 
heart ;  and  that  nothing  snail  be  wanting  on 
my  part,  to  secure  to  my  subjects  the  full 
enjoyment  of  their  navigation  and  com- 
merce, and  their  other  just  rights." 

Protest  against  the  Address  of  Thanks 
far  the  Convention  with  Spain,']  •  Upon 
this  Address  being  approved  of,  the  fol- 
lowing Protest  was  entered  in  die  Jour- 
nals: 

^  Dissentient' 

1.  '<  Because  we  conceive  that  Uiis 
Resolution,  under  the  plausible  pretence 
-ef  a  respectful  Address  to  the  throne, 
carries  with  it  an  approbation  of  the 
Convention  concluded  at  the  Pardo  the 
14^h  of  January  last,  which,  as  we  ap- 
prehend, ma^  be  a  most  fatal  compliment, 
if 'it  should  mduce  his  Majesty  to  believe,. 
that  this  Convention  is  agreeable  to  the 
sense  and  expectation  of  the  nation. 

^  '*  Because  this  Resolution  hath  ra- 
^r  weakened  than  enforced  the  Address 
of  last  year,  having  omitted  that  part  of 
the  said  Address,  which  declares,  tnat  no 

foods  beine  carried  from  one  part  of  his 
f  ajesty's  dominions  to  another,  are  to  be 
dfeemed  contraband,  and  prohibited  goods; 
and  that  the  seardiin^  of  ships,  under 
pretence  of  their  carrymg  contraband,  or 
prohibited  goods,  is  a  violation  and  iniVac- 
tion  of  the  treaties  subsisting  between  the 
two  crowns. 

S.  ^*  We  think  the  said  Resolution 
doth  not  sufficiently  assert  our  right,  by 
saying  only,  that  we  shall  not  be  liable  to 
be  stopped,  searched,  or  visited  upon  the 
open  seas,  the  merchants  having  proved, 
at  the  bar  of  the  House,  that  currents  and 
winds  unavoidably  drive  ships  out  of  their 
course,  an4  that  observations  of  land- 
marks, upon  the  Spanish  coast,  are  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  their  steering  a  safe 
course  through  those  seas,  we  apprehend, 
that  their  being  obliged  to  keep  a  direct 
course,  without  coming  near  the  Spanish 
coast,  as  lately  insisted  upon  by  the  Spa- 
niards, would  render  them  bcH^  judges  of 
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our  navigation ;  tSkd  ihar  bebg  peomtted 
to  visit  or  search  our  sh^s  within  any 
limits  whatsoever,  would  fender  our  whole 
American  trade  precarious  and  impracti- 
cable. 

4.  **  Because  we  see  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  future  negodation  of  the 
plenipotentiaries  will,  in  the  next  eight 
monuis,  obtain  the  aiknission  of  thotie 
rights  insisted  upon  in  our  farmer  Ad- 
dress, which  the  mstances  and  repreieDta- 
tions  made  to  the  court  of  Spain  la^  year, 
supported  by  the  resolution  c£  parliament, 
and  a  powerifiil  fleet,  have  not  been  able  as 
yet  to  procure. 

5.  *^  Because  we  apprehend,  the  Spa- 
niards do  not  think  themselves  bound  br 
this  Conventicyi  to  abstain  from  their  unjuit 
methods  of  proceeding ;  since  it  was  proved 
at  the  bar  of  diis  House,  that  captain 
Vaughan,  a  conunander  of  a  Briti^  ship, 
having  been  unjustly  taken  by  a  Speni^h 
man  of  war,  his  ship  confiscated,  and  he 
imprisoned  at  Cadiz,  was,  at  the  time  of 
signing  the  Convention,  detained  in  prison 
there,  and  not  released  in  several  weeks 
after,  notwithstanding  the  representation 
of  the  British  plenipotentiary  at  the  court 
of  Sp&in. 

6.  '^  Because  we  conceive,  that  die  rt- 
paration  pretended  to  be  made  to  our  mer- 
chants, by  tins  Convention,  for  the  grie- 
yous  losses  they  have  sustained  daring  a 
course  of  many  years,  is  insufficient ;  the 
dark  accounts  of  this  transaction,  laid  be- 
fore us,  have  not  been  fully  explained,  nar 
any  satisfactory  reasons  given  us  why  their 
demands,  stated  in  an  account  signed  June 
the  144h,  1738,  by  Mr.  Stert>  one  of  the 
commissaries,  at  343^277^  should  be  m 
greatly  reduced. 

7.  *'  Because,  as  we  aj^trehend,  we  are 
to  allow  60,000^  to  the  king  of  Spain, 
chiefly  oa  account  of  the  ships  taken  nesr 
Sicily  in  the  year  1718;  though  it  hath 
appeared  to  the  House,  from  the  instruc- 
tions given  to  the  commissaries  afler  the 
treaty  of  Seville,  signed  by  his  IVIajesty, 
now  lying  before  us,  that  the  articles  of  tlie 
treaty  concluded  at  >fadrid  in  1721,  up<n 
which  that  claim  of  the  Spaniards  is 
founded,  had  been  fully  executed  oa  the 
part  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain. 

8.  *^  Because  the  referring  tlie  limits  oi 
Florida  and  Carolina  to  the  plenipotec- 
tiaries,  seems  to  call  in  question  our  right 
to  possessions,  which  we  have  so  long  as- 
interruptedly  enjoyed,  seven  eighth-paiti, 
or  shar^,  of  which,  the  nation,  at  a  con- 
siderable expence,  hath,  not  long 
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purchased  of  the  proprietors  under  the  tvro 
original  grants  of  king  Charles  2,  a  certain 
district  whereofy  called  Georgia,  in  honour 
to  his  present  Majesty,  hath  been  erected 
into  a  new  colony,  and  granted  to  trustees 
for  laudable  purposes;  for  the  establish- 
meut  and  improvement  of  whicA;  con- 
biden^le  sums  have  been  granted  by  the 
public :  and  moreover,  it  being  stipulated 
by  the  "present  Convention,  that  no  fortifi- 
cation there  shall  be  encreased,  during  the 
term  of  eight  months,  we  apprehend,  that 
the  regiment  lately  raised  for  the  defence  of 
that  colony,  and  also  the  engineers  and 
(Stores,  which,  at  a  considerable  increase  of 
the*public  expence,  have  been  sent  thither, 
vf'iW  not  only  remain  useless,  but,  if  a  peace 
should  not  be  procured  within  that  period, 
viiJ,  at  the  end  of  it,  be  exposed,  together 
mth  the  colonics,  to  the  violence  and 
Irruption  of  the  Spaniards. 

9.  *<  Because  we  apprehend  the  British 
nmister's  acceptance  of  the  Declaration 
signed  by  M.  de  la  Quadra,  January  10, 
1788-9,  said  to  be  agreed  with  reciprocal 
accord,  hath  allowed  his  Catholic  Majesty 
to  reserve  to  himself,  in  its  full  force,  the 
right  of  being  able  to  suspend  the  assiento 
or  negroes,  in  case  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany dotli  not  subject  herself  to  pay,  witli- 
Q  a  short  time,  the  sum  of  68,00(V.  pre- 
^ded  to  be  owing  on  the  duties  of 
^groes,  and  profits  o?  the  ship  Carolina, 
hough  that  sum  was  never  otherwise 
acknowledged  to  be  due,  than  as  part  of  a 
)Ian  of  accommodation,  wherein  a  much 
arger  sum  was  admitted  to  be  due  to  the 
^d  company,  whereby  we  apprehend  the 
^ng  of  Spain  may  think  that  great  com- 
tany  is  put  out  of  the  protection  of  his 
>Iajesty,  as  to  Uiis  point,  and  left  to  his 
•wn  mercy  and  equity ;  whereas,  if  the 
Convention,  as  it  now  stands,  had  been 
igned  without  the  acceptance  of  the  de- 
laration,.  the  king  of  Spain  would  have 
ad  no  pretence,  as  we  conceive,  to  i^Ms- 
end  the  assiento;  and  therefore  we  ap- 
rehend,  that  the  said  declaration  will  be 
>oked  upon  as  a  defeazance  of  the  said 
eaty,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  South  Sea 
onopanv,  which  appears  to  us  a  dis- 
onourable  collusion^  huttful  to  public 
redit, 

10.  **  Because  we  do  not  find  any  satis- 
ction  has  been  obtained  by  the  Coaven- 
on,  for  the  frequent  cruelties  and  barba- 
ties  exercised  on  the  British  sailors,  nor 
>r  the  many  insults  offered  to  the  British 
ig ;  which  we  are  apprehensive  may  be 
ought  an  insensibility  of  the  sufferings 


of  a  body  of  men,  highly  useful  to  the 
trade,  and  necessary  to  the  defence  of 
these  kingdoms,  and, a  great  neglect  of 

the  honour  of  the  nation. (Signed J 

»  Graham,  Huntington,  Burlington, 
Chesterfield,  Montjoy,  Maccles« 
field,  Stanhope,  Northampton, 
Cliflon,  B.  Lincoln,  Bristol,  Ray- 
mond, Winchelsea,  Thanet,  Bruce, 
Gainsborough,  Beaufort,  Cobham, 
Abington,  Masham,  Strafford, 
Westmoreland,  Ker,  Aylesford, 
Greenwich,,  Oxford,  Clinton,  Fo- 
ley, Haversharo,  Shaflsbury,  Litch- 
field, Gower,  Suffolk,  Maynard, 
Coventry,  Boyle,  Carteret,  Talbot, 
Bathurst," 

DSBATB   Iir  THE     COMMOKS   OW    THE 

Convention  with  Spain.]  March  6. 
This  being  the  day  appointed  by  the 
Commons  for  taking  the  Convention  t^ith 
Spain  into  consideration,  the  members  re- 
paired so  early  to  the  House,  that  it  was 
computed  that  one  hundred  had  tak^ 
their  seats  by  ei^ht  in  the  morning.  The 
House  at  last  being  resolved  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  Convention  between 
Great  Britain  and  Spain,  several  West 
Iftdia  merchants  and  planters  were  heard 
against  it.  These  gentlemen  bavins  com^ 
municated  to  the  House  what  they  nad  to 
offer  against  the  Convention,  several  mU 
nesses  were  ordered  to  attend,  and  papers 
to  be  read,  nv  hich  took  up  all  that  and  the 
following  day. 

March  8.*  Tlie  House  having  agaio 
resolved  itself  into  tlie  same  C^oomittee, 

Mr.  Horace  Walpole  spoke  to  the  fol- 
lowing purport  f : 

Sir ;   the  great  pains  that  have  been 

•  The  whole  of  this  day's  Debate  is  taken 
from  the  London  Magazine. 

f  "  Among  the  Orford  Papers,  are  a  few 
parliamentary  memorandums,  in  the  baod^ 
writ! eg  of  sir  Robert  Walpole,  taken  by  bim 
daring  the  first -debate  on  the  Conventioir. 
Tbey  are  minutes  of  part  of  Horace  Wal  pole's 
speech,  sir  Thomas  Saunderson's,  and  Mr. 
Pitt's.  Though  short  and  imperfect,  tbey 
sufficiently  prove  the  general  accuracy  of  the 
speeches,  given  by  Chandler,  on  that  occa- 
sion."    Coxe's  Memoirs  of  sir  R.  Wafpole. 

"  March  10/    I  sit  down  to  satisfy  your 
curiosity  as  far  as  I  am  at  present  able.    Tbe^ 
grand   question   was  not  oetermined  in  the 


1S47] 


12  GEORGE  IL 


Debate  in  the  Commons 


[ISfS 


takea  to  influence  all  ranks  and  degrees 
of  men  in  this  nation,  a^nst  the  late 
measures  of  his  Majesty's  administration, 
and  the  prejudices  which  some  gentlemen 
even  in  this  House  may  entertain  against 
that  measure  which  is  now  under  our  con- 
sideration, make  it  necessary  for  me  to 
endeavour  to  remove  these  prejudices  be- 
fore I  make  that  motion,  with  which  I  in- 
tend to  conclude. 

I  shall  begin.  Sir,  with  this  general  ob- 
servation, that  when  differences  arise  be- 
tween two  nations^  an  immediate  declara- 
tion of  war  seldom  is,  and  never  ought  to 
be,  the  first  resolution  of  either.  If  those 
differences  proceed  from  any  dispute  about 
a  mitter  of  risht,  justice  and  humanity  re- 
quire that  endeavours  should  be  used  to 
have  those  disputes  determined  in  a  peace- 
able way,  eacn  party  making  reasonable 
concessions  to  the  other,  before  recourse 
be  had  to  the  deceitful  and  uncertain  fbr- 

Hoase  of  Comroons  till  nine  o'clock  last  night. 
1  ha? inff  attended  this  rooming  at  tlie  omce, 
(butnolKMird  there,)  and  being  engaged  for 
this  afternoon  with  uninfoYming  sort  of  com- 
pany, cannot  be  very  minute  or  particular: 
what  I  can  tell  yon  is  in  general  as  follows  : 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  were  taken  up  in 
hearing  merchants,  and  examining  Mr.  Stert: 
no  division  either  day.  Thursday,  at  noon, 
the  debate  began  in  the  committee.  Mr.  Wal- 
pole  moved  for  addressing  the  king  to  the  same 
purport  as  the  Address  of  the  Lords.  He 
spOKe  more  than  two  hours ;  was  seconded  by 
mr.  Campbell,  who  acquitted  himself  very 
well.  The  debate  is  Said  to  be  a  very  good  one, 
and  decent,  except  the  speeches  of  three  or 
fbtir  yoiingjB[entlemen,  who  took  great  personal 
liberties.  The  speakers  were  in  this  order,  as 
it  was  reported  Ui  us  yesterday  moroing  by  nr 
Thomas;  but  I  have  sioce  heard  that  lord 
Cornbury  spoke,  and  imagine  it  was  after  Mr. 
Lindsay. 

1.  Mr.  Walpole.  3.  SirT.Saunderson. 

2.  Mr.  Campbell.  4.  Lord  Gage. 

5.  Mr.  How.  r.  Mr.  Pitt. 

6.  Mr.  Knight.    .         10.  8ir  John  Barnard. 

8.  Mr.  Henry  Fox.      19.  Mr.  Ly ttleton. 

9.  Sir  H.  LyddaUe.      15.  Mr.  Grenville. 
11.  Mr.Pelham.  16.  Mr.  Shipper 

13.  Sir  Cha.  Wager.  -^18.  Mr.  Waller. 

14.  Mr.  SeIwyo,jun.  80.  Dr.  Lee. 
17.  Mr.  Comwallis.  122.  Mr.  Bootle. 
19.  Mr.  Lindsay.  S4.  Mr.  Hohun. 

«1.  Attorney  General.    S5.  SirW.  Wyndham. 
33.  Lord  Tirconnel. 
36.  Sir  Rob.  Wal|)ole. 

The  House  divided  between  twelve  and  one 
at  night.  The  numbers  were.  Ayes  260; 
Noes  233.  It  is  apprehended  that  several  pairs 
went  away.  Mr.  Pulteney  declared  that  he 
was  so  much  fatigued  with  the  aUeudance, 


tune  of  war;  and  if  they  relate  to  mjuries 
done,  or  violences  committed,  the  same 
justice  and  humanity  require  that  satiifiic- 
tion  should  be  asked  in  an  amicable  dsd- 
ner  by  the  party  ofended,  and  perenpio- 
rily  denied,  or  urareasonably  dria^ed,  bj 
the  party  ofending,  before  bottikties  are 
resolved  on.  And  this  method  of  proceed- 
ing is  founded  not  only  upon  the  dictates 
of  reason  and  humani^,  but  in  the  case 
between  us  and  Spain  upon  the  poBtWe 
words  of  treaties. 

But  the  expediency  and  justice  of  this, 
Sir»  are  still  greater  when  the  affronts  or 
injuries  offiered  proceed  only  from  private 
subjects ;  because  the  honour  of  no  natioa 
can  be  injured  but  by  another,  by  some 
public  or  national  act;  therefore,  when 
any  injury  is  done,  or  affi*ont  given  by  the 
subjects  of  one  state  to  those  of  another, 
the  state  whose  subjects  have  been  injured, 
ought  to  apply  to  the  other  for  satis^- 

that  he  could  not  attempt  to  speak  so  late;  bt 
intended  to  give  his  reasons  tor  disagreeio^ 
with  the  motion,  upon  the  report.  Accord- 
ingly he  began  the  debate  yesterday,  which  1 
hear  was  a  very  hot  one,  and  that  be  dedaml, 
if  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  he  woald  qoit  the 
service  of  the  Hoase ;  and  that  Mr.  Handn 
and  sir  William  Wyndham  threatened  io  some 
measure  the  like.  I  hear  too  that  there  were 
some  hisrh  words  between  the  latter  and  sir 
Robert  Walpole,  but  caonot  make  much  ef 
that  report.  The  speakers  yesterday,  vesre 
told,  were  the  following,  hut  do  not  know  » 
what  order  they  spoke,  except  that  Wynahu!- 
ton  answered  Mr.  Pulteney  exceedin£r|y  veil ; 
and  so  did  sir  William  Yonge  Mr.  Fazakcrfr, 
and  sir  Robert  Wal|M>le  sir  William  Wjoilhaflu 

BIr.  Wynnington,  Mr.  PnltrneVi 

Colonel  Mordaunt,  Mr.  Walter  Plmnmer. 

•Solicitor-general,  Mr.  Ereskioe,  br^ba 

Mr.  Tracey,  to  late  kwd  Marr, 

Mr.  Hervey,  Sir  fiilainnd  Isbaoi, 

Lord  Gleoorchy,  Mr.  Willimot,. 

Lord  Advocate,  Lord  Baltimorf, 

Sir  William  Younge,      Mr.  Ord, 

Sir  John  Cottoo, 
Sir  Robert  Walpole*       Mr.  Fazakerlej, 
Mr.  Sand  vs, 
Sir  Wm.  Wyndhtin. 
**  The  division  was  at  nine  o*clodi. 

Yeas 944 

Noes    -          -     -     -    S14 
M^ority    - 30  | 

"  A  great  many  went  awa}'  in  paiis.  Fif^ 
Scotch  members  were  in  the  roinoiity ;  ekfw 
of  which  they  say  are  generally  so  f  aad  fc*^ 
placed  to  the  ooke  of  Argyle's  aceodat 
il|r.  Orlebar  to  the  rev.  H.  fitougb:  Cat£«  ' 
Memoirs  of  sir  R.  Walpole:  CorrcspaiidffC'* 
voL  3,  p.  516. 
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tkm,  and  oUgfat  not  to  look  inKm  its  ho» 
Qour  as  any  way  aff«cted»  till  the  atafte, 
whose  subjects  committed  the  violence, 
has  made  the  act  its  own,  by  reiuaing  to 
punish  the  transgressorSy  or  to  make  repii- 
ration  for  the  damage  sustained. 

Gentlemen  I  observe^  in  talking  of  the 
differences  between  Spain  and  ua,  affect 
to  talk  a  mat  deal  of  the  honour  of  this 
nation.  1  would  be  as  jealous  of  the  ho* 
Dour  of  this  nation  as  any  gentleman;  but 
give  me  leave  to  say,  that  true  honour 
Dugbt  to  be  founded  upon  justice  and  hu- 
manity. Ambition  or  mterest  mayprompt 
lome  nations  to.  make  conquests,  and  such 
aatioBS  ma^,  and  do  often  break  through 
this  estabbshed  role  of  justice  and  true 
honour,  by  laying  hold  of  the  most  frivolous 
pretence  for  engi^ng  in  war,  without  any 
previous  application  for  an  accommoda- 
tion. But  as  it  IS  not  the  interest  of  this 
Qstion  to  make  conquests^  and,  as  I  hope, 
)ur  ambition  will  never  provoke  us  to  act 
wntraiy  to  our  interest,  we  can  therefore 
bsve  no  motive  for  transgressing  this  rule, 
vfith  regard  to  the  differences  that  taay 
iriae  between  ua  and  any  nation  in  Europe. 

Upon  this  maxim.  Sir,  and  in  this  ligot, 
i^we  consider  the  treaty  now  before  us,  I 
i)elieve  it  will  appear  to  be  not  only  a  just 
u^  honourable  measure,  but  the  oidy  just 
ind  honourable  measure  we  could  tako, 
vith  regard  to  the  differences  now  subsist- 
ing between  us  and  Spain ;  some  of  which 
M  such  as  proceed  from  disputes  that 
luive  lately  arisen  about  matters  of  right ; 
ind  the  rest  are  such  aa  proceed  from  the 
nolences  and  depredations  that  have  been 
xnumitted  by  some  of  the  subjects  of  that 
dngdom  against  the  subjects  of  this.  Aa 
he  matters  of  right  which  are  m  dispute 
ire  of  great  consequence  to  us,  aa  Spain 
ttd  little  or  no  reason  to  raise  anjr  dispute 
ibout  them,  and  as  their  depredations  nave 
Ken  great  and  frequent,  if  it  had  been  our 
Dterest  to  endeavour  to  conquer  any  part 
»fthe  Spanish  dorainions,i>r  if  his  Majesty 
ud  been  influenced  bv  ambition,  and  a 
)ur8uit  after  a  glaring  but  &]se  renown, 
)e  might,  and  probably  would  have  laid 
|old  of  these  differences,  as  a  just  pretence 
or  declaring  war  against  Spam, .  without 
he  least  attempt  to  have  them  reconciled 
>y  amicable  means ;  but  as  it  is  not  the  in- 
vest of  this  nation  to  make  conquests,  his 
^jesty  considered  the  peace  and  hi^pi- 
{ess  of  his  people  as  the  most  solid  founoa- 
ions  of  his  ffloiy ;  therefore  he  often  ap- 
>lied  before  last  summer  to  the  court  of 
>pain  for  having  the  differences  subsisting 
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betwMn  the  two  nations  accommodated  in ' 
a  friendly  manner,  which  that  court  al- 
ways found  some  excuse  or  another  for  de- 
laying ;  but  at  last  his  Majesty,  upon  the 
application  from  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment laat  session,  made  a  peremptory  de* 
mandy  and  insisted  upon  a  ftyeedy  and  oa-* 
tegorical  answer;  and  m  thi|t  anawer 
sliould  arrive,  his  Majesty  resolved,  ac*; 
cording  to  the  maxim  I  have  mentioned, 
and  a^xording  to  the  advice  of  his  parlia- 
ment, to  suspend  all  kind  of  hostilities. 
When  the  court  of  Spain  saw  that  the  a£- 
fiur  could  be  no  longer  put  off  with  8afetjr> 
they  appeared  willi^  to  enter  immediatdy 
into  a  serious  disquisition  of  Uie  rights 
that  were  in  dispute ;  and  to  shew  th^* 
selves  in  earnest,  they  proposed  to  have 
the  account  between  the  two  nations  im- 
mediately settled,  and  to  pay,  in  a  short 
time,  wmitever  should  appear  to  be  due 
from  them  on  account  of  any  depredationa 
upon  the  balance.  From  hence  his  Ma- 
jesty justly  conceived,  that  there  was  «; 
probability  of  having  all  our  dii&rencea 
accommodated,  and  therefore  he  could  not* 
in  justice  or  honour  commence  hostilitiea, 
oj  refuse  to  accept  of  a  preliminary  Con- 
vention, by  whicn  we  were  to  obtain  satis- 
faction for  all  past  injuries,  and  by  which 
we  were  to  be  put  mto  the  most  prohsble 
method,  nay,  the  only  method  that  could 
be  proposed,  for  obtaining  in  a  abort  time 
a  fiul  security  against  all Tutttre. 

To  this  I  must  add.  Sir,  that  his  Majes- 
ty's agreeing  tO  this  preliminary  Conven- 
Uon,  and  resolving  to  suspend  hostilities, 
till  he  should  see.  what  eftct  this  preikni- 
nary  might  produce,  was  not  only  the 
Instest  and  the  most  honour^e  measure 
he  could  pursue,  but  it  was  iigreeable  to, 
and  in  some  measure  a^  Necessary  cooae- 
quence  of,  the  advice  given  him  last  ses- 
sion by  both  Houses  of  ParUament.  By 
the  acUressea  presented  last  session,  upon 
occasion  of  oar  differences  with  Spain,  his 
Majesty  was  advised  to  use  his  royal  en« 
deavours  with  his  Catholic  mijesty,  to  ob- 
tain eSectual  relief  for  his  injured  subjects; 
and  assured,  that  in  case  his  voyal  and 
friendly  instaijces  for  procuring  justiceyi 
and  for  the  future  security  of  that  naviga-t 
tion  and.  commerce,  which  his  people  hi^l: 
an  undoubted  ridiit  to  by  treaties  and  the 
law  of  nations,  should  not  be  able  topio* 
cure  from  the  equity  and  friendship  or  ^fr 
king  of  Spam  each  satis&ction,  as  nis  Ma^' 
jesty  mignt  reasonably  expect  from  a  good 
and  &itmul  aB^,  ihe.parlianient  woiM  ^^ 
fectually  support  lus  Majesty  in  taking 
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SQch  meamirefl,  as  honour  and  juttiee 
should  make  it  tiecessary  foi  him  to  punoier 
Now,  Sir,  if  by  thia  ConveAtion  hia  Ma- 
jesty has  got  Buch  reparation,  and  such^ 
security,  as  he  could  reasonably  expect, 
it  must  be  allowed,  that  his  refusing  to 
accept  of  it  would  have  been  acting  direct- 
ly against  the  adrice  given  him  by  pariia- 
ment;  and  Uiat  we  hav^  got  as  much  re- 
putation, and  as  much  security,  aa  Bnj 
reasonable  man  could  expect  by  a  preli- 
minary Convention,  I  diall  now  endeavour 
to  shew. 

With  regard  to  reparation,  Sir,  for  past 
injuries,  it  is  not  only  finally  adjusted,  but 
a  certain  sum  promised  to  be  paid  within 
a  very  short  tune  after  the  exchange  of 
the  ra^cations.  As  there  #ere  mutual 
demands  with  respect  to'  dami^es  sus- 
tained, it  became  necessary  to  settle  and 
balance  the  account ;  for  t  am  sure  no  rea- 
sonable man  could  expect,  that  we  should 
receive  full  reparation  for  all  the  damage 
done  to  us  by  Spain,  and  allow  nothing 
for  the  damage  that  had  been  done  by  us 
to  that  nation.  Upon  examining  there- 
fore, and  stating  our  tnutu^  demands,  it 
jBppeitred  (hat  our  demands  upon  Spain, 
according  to  a  calculation  made  by  our 
own  commissaries,  amounted  to  900,000/. 
and  that  the  demands  of  Spain  upon  us 
amounted  to  60,000^  so  diat  there  was  a 
balance  due  to  us  of  140,000/.  which  sum 
his  Catholic  majeky  proposed  to  pay  to 
us,  b^  giving  ass^ments  upon  his  reve- 
nues m  America,  Ming  the  only  means  he 
had  for  paying  so  lai*ge  a  sum ;  but  as  we 
knew  the  tediousness  and  precariousness 
of  that  fund,  it' was  proposed  to  make  an 
allowance  for  prompt  payment,  if  his  Ca^ 
tholic  majesty  would  eneage  to  pay  the 
money  in  a  short  time  here  at  London, 
and  the  allowance  agreed  on  was  45,000/. 
which  reduQtid  the  sum  due  to  us  to 
95,000/.  and  this  sum!  his  Catholic  majesty 
Ims  Oipressly  promised,  by  this  Conven- 
tion, to  pay  here  at  I^ndon  in  four  months 
after  the  exchange  of  the  ratificaitions. 
From  hence  it  appears.  Sir,  that  we  have 
not  only  got  all  the  reparation  any  rea- 
sonable man  could  expect,  but  all  the  re- 
paration we  could  with  any  pretence  of 
justice  insist  on.  For  though  there  were 
perhaps  some  other  small  ar^cles,  which 
we  misht  have  added  to  the  sum  of  our 
demands,  yet  it  must  be  allowed,  they 
were  such  trifles,  as  not  to  be  worth  mina- 
mg  in  a  transaction  between  two  powerftd 
nations ;  and  if  we  had  tmiisted  on  them, 
il  would  have  been  eiuiy  lor  Spain  to  have 


balanced  diem  wit&  artJdes  of  the  om 
kind,  n^ich  were  not  at  first  bio^ght  iats 
her  account. 

Now,  Sir,  as  to  our  fiitore  tecuritj, 
eveiy  man  that  understands  what  it  meaiis 
must  know,  that  it  depends  entirely  apos 
those  matters  of  right  that  are  nov  in  dt^ 
pute  betiMeen  Spain  and  us;  sad  that 
therefore  it  cannot  be  deariy  and  efiec- 
tuallpr  provided  for,  till  those  rvhts  ut 
particularly  examined  into,  and  fully  a* 
plained.  But  could  any  reasooaUe  inu 
expect,  that  it  was  possible  to  do  tKie  ina 
few  weeks,  or  by  a  prdiminaiy  CaDvn- 
tion  >  It  is  a  discussion  that  depends  dqc 
only  upon  several  disputaUe  points  in  the 
law  of^  nature  and  nations,  but  likenriie 
upon  several  fiusts  and  orcumsianoei  that 
must  be  enquired  into,  and  this  enqoirr 
can  be  made  in  the  West  lodiei  odIj. 
For  tUi  reason  we  could  not  so  much  n 
desire  Spain  to  do  more  than  the?  have 
done.  They  have  agreed  to  refer  m  dk- 
cussion  to  plenipotentiaries,  and  that  th<Ne 
pldiipotentiaries  shall  be  obliged  fioiUj  to 
decidie  the  affiur  within  the  short  term  cf 
eight  months;  which  is  idl  we  cookl  ex- 
pect, and  all  we  could  with  any  justioe  or 
reason  desire.  Therefore,  if  titers  had  not 
been  one  word  in  this  treaty,  from  whence 
it  could  be  presumed  that  Spain  had  pafs* 
ed  firom,  or  given  upany  of  thosengbti 
she  has  lately  set  up,  yet  the  treaty  imgte 
have  been  said  to  be  a  good  prdimiouy, 
and  such  a  one  as  his  Slajesty.  oogbt  to 
have  accepted  of,  rather  tluui  ei^aige  the 
nation  in  a  war.  But  this  is  not  the  ax  ■- 
the  principal  right  Spain  pretends  to,  aod 
the  most  destructive  r%ht  for  this  nation 
to  submit  to,  is  that  of  searcfamg  ourdupi 
on  the  open  seas  of  America,  amd  naklBf 
prize  of  diem,  in  case  any  Spanish  moitft 
or  eflbcts  be  found  on  board.  This  light 
Spain  has,  even  by  this  preliminary,  in  ^' 
f6ct  gnren  up.  That  of  aearchmg  our  ship 
ujpon  the  open  seas,  th^  have  dkved  to 
te  a  cause  of  complamt,  which,  if  not 
stopped  and  prevented,  might  occsbod  ib 
open  rupture  between  the  two  cnmos: 
thef  have  allowed  it  to  be  a  grievance, 
which  ought  to  be  removed.  Csn  the 
exercise  c?  a  just  right  be  allowed  to  be  i 
cause  <^comphiint  >  Can  it  be  allowed  t» 
be  a  grievance?  Whoever  does  as,  dis- 
claims the  right;  and  therefore  we  v^ 
conclude,  that  Spain  has,  even  by  thii  F" 
Ihninary,  in  eftct  disdttmed  <he  r^  ^ 
seardiihg  our  ships  upon  the  open  tot  (f 
America,  which  to  me  is  a  stroas  iodic*^ 
tioQ  that  they  hitend  to  diaddim  it  by  th 
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opayiipe  tin|^Ie  groat,  wfaea  itapptara 
hat  no  ooe  ahttlmg  ia  ao  much  as  sttpu- 
ited,  but  what  ia  to  be  paid  by  one  part 
four  own  aubjjcta  to  another  ?  Or,  aoall 
say,  I  am  satisfied  witli  the  foundation 
be  minister  or  negociator  haa  laid,  for 
reventin^  the  like  griovonoes  and  causes 
f  complaint  for  the  mure,  when  I  am  con- 
inced  that,  by  this  Convention,  a  founda- 
lon  is  laid  for  increasing  thedi,  and  for 
endering  them  perpetu^?  God  forbid, 
ir,  that  any  member  of  this  House  should 
^▼e  m  such  a  slavish  manner  towarda 
le  minister,  or  in  such  a  deceitful  manner 
inrards  his  Sovereign. 
I  shall  allow,  Sir,  that  when  di&rences 
rise  between  two  nations,  war  ought  not 
)  be  resolved  on  tiU  application  be  first 
lade  for  having  them  removed  by  a  firiendly 
ccommodation ;  but  that  application  ought 
>  be  made  in  aa  hionoufabie  manner,  and 
litable  to  die  dignity  of  the  nation  that 
takes  it.  If  the  matters  of  right  that  are 
eguD  to  be  disputed,  be  such  as  are  reaDy 
oobtfol,  a  negociation  may  be  set  on  foot 
w  having  them  eznlained ;  but  to  dispute 
18  most  undoubtea  rights*  rights  that  are 
stablished  by  the  law  of  nature  as  well  as 
f  particular  treaties,  is  one  of  the  greatest 
ttults  that  can  be  put  by  one  nation  upon 
nother ;  and  therefore,  the  only  apphca* 
on  that  can  be  made  is  a  peremptory  de* 
taod  for  having-  them  acknowledged  m  the 
KMt  explicit  terms :  to  negodate,  or  to 
"est  about  such  rights,  is  to  betray  them. 
igain,  when  violences  are  committed  by 
>e  subjects  of  one  nation  upon  those  of 
iiother,  satisfaction  may  be  demanded, 
•y,  I  ^all  grant  that  it  ought  to  be  de- 
dmded  in  a  peaceable  manner,  before  re- 
living to  taice  sadsfaotion  by  force  of 
ns ;  but  th»  satbiactm  ought  to  be  re- 
tired, not  sued  for ;  and  much  less  sued 
r  again,  after  many  affected  delays  or 
lam  excuses  f  to  require  saUsfiu^tion  in  a 
iaceable  but  dignified  manner  is  prudent, 
commendable ;  but  to  sue  and  aoiicit  for 
is  mean,  abject,  and  dishonourable; 
id  when  a  nation  ooiitinaes  to  sue  for  it, 
ider  frequent  repetitions  of  the  same  sort 
violences,  it  is  ridiculous,  it  is  mis- 
lievous. 

This,  I  am  afraid,  is  our  case  with  re- 
ird  to  Spam.  We  have  nesociated  about 
n*  undoubted  rights,  we  have  sued  for 
tisfkction,  and  have  so  long  continued 
igociatin^,  that  we  have  at  Mt  rendered 
irselvea  ndieulous  and  contenmtible.  In 
b  opmion  I  am  confirmed  by  tne  Treaty 
Mr  under  our  considaration :  a  Treaty^ 


friiich  tbey  seaai  le  have  imposed  upon  us^ 
as  the  Goap  de  grace  to  that  character  we 
fodrmerly  had  among  the  princes  and  po- 
tentates of  £urope.  After  disputing  vritlt 
us  sueh  undoubted  rights,  and  committii^ 
so  many  and  such  unhea.rdrof  depredations 
upon  our  merchants,  if  they  had  not  had 
the  utmost  contempt  of  our  understanding, 
as  well  as  power,  it  was  impossible  they 
could  have  thought  of  imposing  sueh  a- 
Treaty  upon  us :  a  Treaty  o  v  which  they 
have,  under  the  pretence  of  giving  us  tt 
foundation  for  obtaining  future  security,, 
obliged  us  to  give  up  those  r^ts  up<Hk 
whidi  it  depends ;  and  instead  ,of  giving, 
us  reparation,  thev  have  obliged  us  to  give 
them  8  eeneral  release ;  nay,  farther,  Aef 
have  oUiged  us  to  give  up  to  them,  £ar 
much  less  than  the  true  value,  five  Britisfr 
ships  and  their  caigoes,  which  thiv  had» 
before  this  Treaty  was  thought  of,  obliged 
themselves  to  restore.  If  they  I  id  given' 
us  a  fiat  denial,  if  they  had  aMiutdy  re- 
fused to  give  us  any  security  or  repanN 
tion,  it  would  haVe  Men  Ae  ing  a  Con- 
tempt of  our  power  only ;  b*  to  presume 
to  palm  upon  ua  such  asha  security,  and 
such  a  falhiciouB  sort  &  repteation,  ia 
shewing  the  utmost  contf  pt  of  our  jndg^ 
ment,  as  well  as  our  pm  f  .  As  fet  the 
contempt  can  fall  upf  our  negodiatora 
only :  out  if  this  Htf  ;  should  give  any 
thing  like  a  sanction/  inch  a  Treaty,  the 
contempt  must  hUlf  a  the  liation,  or  ns 
least  upon  that  wh|  is  called  the  wisdom 
of  the  nation.        y 

In  order.  Sir,/  miake  good  what  I 
have  said,  I  mi/  Jeg  leave  to  conMcr 
idiat  #e  ought/  have  had,  and  whether 
we  have  gotv  V  ^^  treaty,  so  much  aa 
the  hopes  of  -  aining  any  one  tluii^  w4 
ought  to  have  nd.  1  believe  every  mi- 
deman  will  t  w,  that  vKe  ou^t  to  navp 
had  some  ^  Action  for  the  many  inaute 
the  Spanif^  have  (Mit  upon  the  ctawH 
and  nag  /  Jreat  Britain.  To  some  tfait 
nay  wS/  to  be  merely  a  pdmt  of  hon 
nour;  o  to  me  it  afipears  ao  materia^ 
that  I  i,  ak  we  can  have  no  ibtufe  ieaa» 
rity  V^  at  it.  No  treaty,  no  reguhttioHi 
you  ^  .naker,  will,  in  my  opinion,  signiQ^ 
>ny  f  g,  without  some  exemplary  satsa^ 
fad/  i  for  the  Spanish  governors  and 
caf  A  of  guarda  costas  in  America  will 
sb  no  negard  to  any  treaty  or  r^ulst* 
tf'  you  can  make,  ifthiey  find  they  nny 
t^  ipesB  them  with  impunity.  Wnereasy 
/  aaie  of  thoie  governors  and  captains 
^    it  ha^e  robbed  our  merohanta  had  been 

ipged,  as'thay  higUty  deserve,  and  their 
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Ibr  an  effisctual  assistance.  The  House  of 
Austria  is  now  in  so  weak  a  coikdttion,  and 
■omuch  reduced  by  the  misfbrtunea  they 
have  met  with  in  their  war  against  the 
Turks,  that  they  could  not,  if  they  would, 
afford  us  any  assisttoce ;  and  if  they  could, 
it  is  a  question  if  they  would ;  for  their 
counsels  seem  at  present  to  be  too  much 
directed  by  Frencn  influence.  The  Dutch 
are  at  present  in  a  poor  and  helpless  situ« 
ation  ;  for  though  the  subjects  of  most  of 
the  United  Provinces  are  rich  and  in 
affluent  circumstances,  their  government  is 
extremely  low,  and  almost  sill  theit  public 
revenues  mortgaged  or  anticipated ;  which 
.  makes  them  bad:ward  to  enga^^  in  war: 
that  though  they  have  met  with  as  bad 
treatment  from  Spain  as  we  have  done, 
though  aa  many  Dutch  ships,  in  propor- 
tion, nave  been  unjustly  seized  by  the  Spa- 
niards, yet  have  they  never  yet  attempted, 
nor  do  they  seem  to  have  the  least  mcli- 
nVition  to  resent  these  injuries  in  any  hostile 
inanher.  The  princes  of  Germany  are 
now  contending  amongst  themselves  about 
the  succession  to  some  parts  of  tfie  pala- 
tinate ;  and  that  contention  may  perhaps 
bre&k  out  into  an  open  rapture.  Of  the 
princes  of  Italy,  the  two  most  potent  may 
probably  be  engaged  in  the  alliance 
against  us ;  and  the  king  of  Portugal  dares 
not  assist  us,  I  evefi  doubt  if  he  would 
dare  to  admit  our  men  of  war  into  his  ports. 
Then,  if  we  look  Northward,  of  the  two 
Northern  kingdoms,  the  most  powerful 
seems  already  to  be  united  against  us;  and 
the  Museovites,  if  they  were  inclined,  are 
at  too  great  a  distance  to  afibrd  us  any 
relief.  Thus,  Sir,  we  are  at  present  with- 
out any  one  ally  upon  the  continent,,  that 
would  give  us  assistance;  and  in  case  of  a 
war,  the  two  most  potent  kingdoms  in 
Europe  would  probably  be  united  against 
us ;  nay,  I  do  not  know  but  -that  the 
greatest  partof  Europe  would  unite  against 
us ;  and  when  the  anairs  of  Europe  are  in 
vuch  circumstances,  would  it  not  be  the 
height  of  madness  in  us  to  engage  in  war, 
if  we  can  by  any  art,  oriby  any  means, 
avoid  or  delay  it  ? 

But  this.  Sir,  is  not  our  only  misfortune 
at  present.  Our  domestic  circumstances 
•re  &r  from  being  in  such  a  condition  as 
nay  encourage  us  to  encage  in  war.  Our 
people  are  already  taxed  almost  as  much 
as  they  can  possibly  bear  ;  and  most  of 
those  taxes  mortgaged  for  pa3ang  the  debts 
we  contracted  in, the  late  war:  the  over- 
phis  of  our  public  revenue  is  hardly  suffi- 
Jcient  ibr  supportiDg  ourcrril  government 
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in  time  of  peace.  If  we  go  to  war,  ve 
must  lay  on  new  or  additiooal  taxes :  dta 
will  increase  those  animosities  sad  diri- 
sjons  that  now  prevail  too  much  amongsi 
us;  and  will  cause  that  party  to tuk  its 
head,  which  has  not  dared  to  look  op  for 
near  twenty  years  past.  If  we  go  to  w, 
our  enemies  will  certainly  enffeavourto 
brin^  us  into  confusion  at  home,  bv  em- 
bracing the  cause  of  the  Pretender :  tbe 
war  itself  w91  be  made  the  cause  of  tbe 
Pretender;  and  when  our  peo^  iiad 
every  yea^  new  loads  of  taxes  laid  upoo 
them,  many  of  them  may  begin  to  ateribe 
all  the  misfortunes  they  labour  under,  to 
the  illustrious  family  now  upoo  our  throne, 
which  irill  make  them  ready  to  joia  m 
number  of  foreign  troops  thatshidl  invnb 
us,  with  the  Pk-etender  at  their  head.  If 
France  and  Spain  should  join  agaimt  e, 
it  will  be  impossible  for  us  to  guard  oar 
coasts,  by  means  of  our  navy,  so  dosek, 
as  that  It  may  not  be  in  their  pover  to 
throw  a  few  regular  troops  into  some  pvt 
of  the  island;  and  this  might  give  us  a 
much  to  do  at  home,  that  wenoold  nei- 
ther teve  leisure  nor  power  to  distres 
our  enemies,  or  protect  our  plantalioai| 
Inroad.  I   I 

I  have  as  just  a  sense  as  any  man  m 
have  of  the  sufierings  of  our  merchaotit 
and  of  the  indignities  that  have  been  pit 
lipon  the  nation  by  the  Spanish  Gw 
Costas;  but  national  resokitioDs,  Sir, 
ought  not  to  be  directed  by  pasiioa : «( 
may,  we  ought  to  shew  a  proper  resent- 
ment ;  but  our  resentment  oughttobe  go* 
vehied  by  prudence ;  and  if  it  is,  we  nost 
suspend  shewinff  it,  till  a  change  a  tk 
circumstances  of  Europe  presents  w  ^ 
a  favourable  opportunity,  which,  in  lO 
probability,  we  shaM  not  be  loag^obt^edte 
wait  for.  Therefore,  if  this  CoBfestka 
had  not  been  so  favourable  as  it  ffipeaiste 
be,  his  Majesty  ought,  I  thbk,  in  tlw 
present  conjuncture,  to  have  accepted  rf 
It  This  is  the  opini<Mi  I  mustfonn,  froo 
the  view  I  have  of  the  present  posture  rf 
aflairs,  and  from  circumstances  that  at 
publicly  known;  but  his  Miyestj  niv 
know*  many  circumstances  which  we  « 
not  know,  and  which  he  cannot  comointf- 
cate  to  this  House ;  and  therefore  in  ^ 
cases,  we  ought  to.  be  extieroeljcaatioa 
of  refusing  our  af^robaiion  to  a  wete^ 
which  his  Majes^  has  thought  fit  to  a^ 
prove  of.  Such  a  caution  would  ion 
been  necessary,  even  though  this  Cw^^ 
tton  had  appeared  to  have  beenaJtogetKa 
imsatisfiictorv ;  but  I  luvealie«Dyl-tM 
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th&t  ve  have  go(  bj  it  all  that  could  be 
reasonably   expected   by  a   preUminary 
treaty ;  from  wneoce  we  nave  ffood  reaBon 
to  hope,  that  in  eiffht  moiim  time  we 
shall  obtain  by  a  definitive  treaty  all  we 
can  desire,  which  is  a  delay,  I  am  sure,  not 
vorth  our  while  to  eo  war  for.  Therefore, 
I  mast  think,  I  am  fdly  warranted  in  what 
I  am  to  propose,  which  is,  >  **  That  an 
humble  Addras  be  presented  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, to  return  his  Majesty  the  Thanks  of 
this  House,  for  having  been  graciously 
pleased  to  communicate  to  this  Mouse  the 
Convention,  together  with  the  separate 
Articles,   lately  concluded  between  his 
Majesty  and  the  king  pf  Spain ;  to  ex- 
press our  most  grateful  acknowledgments 
for  his    Mi^esty's   particular   care   and 
tender  regaird  for  the  interests   of  his 
people,  in  having  obtained,  by  the  said 
Convention,  a  final  adjustment  of  their 
long  depending  demands  for  the  losses 
they  haa  sustained,  and  an  express  stipu- 
lation for  a  payment  to  be  made  them,  in 
a  diort  time,  upon  that  accotmt ;  to  de- 
clare our  satismction  in  the  foundation 
which  his  Majes^^  has  laid  for  preventine^ 
and  removing  the   like  grievances  ana 
causes  of  con^aint  for  the  future,  and  for 
preserving  the  peace  between   the  two 
nations ;  and  our  reliance  on  his  Majesty, 
that,  from  his  constant  attention  to  the 
honour  of  his  crown,  and  the  undoubted 
rights  of  his  people,  eflSectual  care  will  be 
taken,  in  the  solemn  treaty  to  be  made 
pursuant'  to  this    Convention,   that  the 
freedom  of  navigation  in  the  American 
seas  may  be  fully  secured  and  established 
for  the  future;  and  that  his  Majesty's 
subjects  may  enjoy,  unmolested,  their  un- 
doubted right  of  naviei^g  and  trading  to 
md  from  any  part  ofhis  Mi^esty's  domi- 
nions, without  being  liable  to  be  stopped, 
risited,  or  searched,  on  the  open  seas,  or 
to  any  other  violation  of  the  treaties  sub- 
risting  between.  Great  Britain  an4  Spain, 
18  ^  only  means  to  preserve,  upon  a 
asdng  foundation,  a  good  correspondence 
md  friendship  between  the  two  Crowns; 
md  that,  in  reguktans  and  settling  the 
imits  ofhis  Ma^sty's  dominions  in  Ame- 
rica, in  the  treaty  to  be  made  with  Spain, 
he  greatest  regard  will  be  had  to  the 
ights  and  possessions  belonging  to  his 
Majesty's  crown  and  subjects ;   and  to 
issure  hia  Majesty,  that,  in  case  his  Ma- 
esty's  just  expectations  shall  not  be  an- 
wered,  this  House  will,  with  the  greatest 
leal  and  cbeerfolness,  support  his  Majes^, 
a  taking  tttdl  maawrci  as  shall  be  necea- 


sarr  to  mdicate  his  Majesty's  honour, 
and  to  maintain  his  sheets  intheftdlen* 
joyment  of  all  those  rights  which  they  may 
jttsUy  daim  by  treatgr,  and  the  law  tff 
nations." 

Mr.  Cornell  of  Pembrokeshire : 

Sir;  I  stand  up  to  second  the  motion 
which  the  hon*  gentleman  near  ase  hm 
been  pleased  to  make ;  and  I  second  il, 
because,  I  think,  the  necessary  coasi^ 
quence  of  our  not  agreeing  to  it,  wouM 
be  an  immediate  war.  Now,,  as  I  thidt 
we  have  got  by  this  Convention  as  much 
as  we  could  expect  by  a.  preliminiiry  Ar- 
ticle, for  with  respect  to  our  future  secu- 
rity it  can  be  called  nothing  else,  nor  was 
it  possible  in  so  short  a  thne  to  make  it 
any  thing  else  r  and,  as  I  think,  that  the 
Court  of  Spain's  agreeing  to  this  Convent 
tion,  espeoallv  that  part  of  it  which  stipil- 
lates  an  immediate  repmntion,  furnishes  ui 
with  a  stroi^  presumption  that  they  are  in- 
dmed  to  do  us  justice,  ^d  that  we  shall  in 
a  short  time  obtain  sufficient  security  for 
the  freedom  of  our  trade  and  navigation 
in  time  to  come;  therefore,  Imustthiidc 
a  war  quite  unnecessary,  and  ^no  war  can 
be  just  that  is  not  necessary,  nor  can  any 
war  be  honourable  that  is  not  justr  > 

This  consideration,  Sir,  convinces  me, 
that  we  ought  to  approve  of  this  Conven- 
tion ;  and  my  hon.  friend  has  taken  care 
to  put  some  words  or  expressions  into  the 
Address  he  has  been  pleased  to  propose, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  wiU  obviate  the  onhr 
material  objection  1  have  heard  made  to 
this  treatjr.  Our  merchants, seem  to  think, 
that  our  riffhts  and  possessions  in  America 
are  not  sufficiently  secured  to  us  by  the 
terms  of  this  preliminary ;  and  therefore 
they  apprehena,  that  some  of  them  are  to 
be  given  up  by  our  plenipotentiaries. 
These  apprehensions,  I  think,  there  can 
be  no  ground  for,  from  any  word  or  ex- 
pression in  this  preliminary ;  nor  can  any 
man  entertain  such  a  thought,  if  he  con- 
siders the  inviolable  attachment  his  Ma- 
jesty has  always  shewn  for  the  rights  and 
privfleges  of  nis  people,  and  that  our  pkk. 
nipotentiaries  can  do  nothhiig  without  hui 
order,  nor  finally  agree  upon  any  thing 
without  his  approbation ;  but  if  it  were 
possible  to  apprehend,  that  any  of  our 
ri^ts  or  poBs^ons  are  in  dan^  of  being 
lost,  or  given  up  by  the  defimtive  treaty 
that  is  to  be  concluded  In  pursuance  of 
this  preliminary,  even  that  possibility  most 
be  taken  away,  by  our  declaring,  in  the 
Address  proposed,  our  reUaaoaoahia  M»i> 


JaS&J  IS  QEORQE  U. 

^If$fj  |h^  AfN»i)is  coQUliiit  rlMtepti^  to 
stm  ibowm  of  his  c(owD»  aoA  th^  oii- 
^k»obt^  rigMs  of  )^  peopkt  eflbcl^ 
!«rill  be  weQ»  Iba^  the  freadio»  sf  ofiyigii- 
tion  in  the  Ainerican  seas  may  be  jfuBy  se- 
cured and  established  for  the  future ;  and 
that  in  regulating  and  settling  the  Smits  of 
ilijs  Maj^y'^  domioions  in  America,  the 
4ineat4Pt  Kc^rd  .will  be  had  to  the  rights 
and  possessions  belonging  to  his  Majesty's 
j|;rowp  and  subjects. 

B^  ^ese  words,  I  say,  Sir,  the  very  pos- 
jiibility  of  fipprehendiog  any  danger  to  our 
irigbts  or  possessions  must  be  eflvctuali^ 
i^emo^ed;  for  afber  suoh  a  fiill  and  jeniilicit 
jd^glar^tion  of  parliament,  what  minister 
ffnSi  dare  to  advise  his  Majesty  to  give  any 
instructions,  or  to  ratiiy  any  treaty,  for 
^viiig  up,  or  incroaching  in  the  least  jupon, 
4ny  of  our  rights  or  possessions  in  Ame- 
4Joa?  Tlierefore,  I  tliink.no  one  good  rea- 
son can  be  assigned  ipr  our  refusing  to 
^ve  such  an  approbation  to  this  Conven- 
flion,  as  the  hoo.  gentleman  has  been 
jdeased  to  propose ;  for  really,  in  mj  opi- 
riuon,  it  looks  more  like  a  declamtion  of 
>pbftt  we  expect  bv  the  solemn  treaty  that 
di.tOibe  concluded,  than  anjqpprobation  of 
\lbe  nrdiminaiy  that  has  been  Akeady  con- 
Sir  Thomas  Sanderson  : 

■Sir ;  the  great  design,  and  .the  chief  use 
,4f  parliame&ts,  is,  to  present  to  our  aove- 
.«eign  the  opinions  as  well  as  grievances  of 
Vthe  people;  and  thisilouse  in  particular  is 
designed  as  a  check  upon  ministers,  mid  as 
,li./iort  of  mirror,  ip^^hidi  the  counselsy.the 
wactioDS,  and  the  measures  of  ministera  are 
.^10  be  truly  and  fiuthfully  represented. to 
.Jtbeir  master.  In  ^baolute  monarchies  the 
Jking  can  never.know,  by  any  1^^  means, 
^jwhalber  .the  measures  he  is  advised  by  his 
lAiinisters  to  pursue  be  agreeable  to  his 
•people :  ^he  can  nevor  be  informed  of  their 
^Jb^ig  disagreeable,  .but  by  the  insurrec- 
.  lions  or  rebellioos  of  the  people^  which 
.generally,  end  in  the  destruction  of  a  great 
jpsa^y  subjects,  and  often  in  the  ruin  <n  the 
.sovereign.  This  .is  a  misfortune  that  in 
ithift  kingdom  .we  ^all  always  be  free  from» 
jwhile  we  have  [parliaments,  and  such  par- 
liaments as  Are  independei^t  of  the  aomi- 
tpistlration.  But  if.  ever  our  .parliaments 
;4ril0isld  come  to.be  under  the.disection  of 
.  Ibe  minister^  for  the  time  being,  they  would 
Jbe  useless,  they  would  be  pernicious ;  be- 
/cause Jd^y  wxiuld  be  made  use.of  only  lor 
ivposiipg  upon  the  kin^  .wiA  the  greater 
iSWinmnfjjaBdAr  oppicettiiiig.the  people 
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with  the  greiitev  s^ori^.  Therefore,  I 
hope,  that  in  this  Hpi^se  we  ^hall  apoB  all 
•OGcasiops  tal^  to  oiir  King,  not  in  Uie  Jan- 
guage  ofhis  mioiaters,  but  iD^l^B^uagp 
or  truth,  in  the  language  <|f  bis  poo^ 
For  this  rea^n,  while  rbave  the  Lonoor 
to  have  a  seat  be«e,  I  shall  never  join  in 
any  address  |o  the  Axoae  that  nmy  in  the 
leaat  contribute  towards  inducing  my 
soyere^  tolbvfo  such  aa  opipion  of  say 
public  measure,  as  may  be  eoiitiai;^  to  tk 
opinion  I  have,  upon  a  thorough  enquiry, 
formed  of  it,  and  contraiy  to  ue  opoioo 
which,  I  know,  the  people  in  gfs»eni  have 
formed  of  it.  Th^  Convention  now  before 
us,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  most  diahonoor- 
able,  the  most  deceit&l,  the  noo^  ruinous 
Treaty' this  nation  ever  made :  I  will  be 
bold  to  say,  that  99  out  oT  IQO  of  the 
people  aae  of  the  same  opinions  amdshsL 
I. agree  to  an  Address,  which  qraat  nuk^ 
the  King  believe,  if  he  believea  what  %t 
say,  that  it  is  an  honourable,  fhir,  and  ad- 
vantageous Treaty  i 

The  bon*.^ntlmanand  his  friends  maj  - 
.if  they  please.  Sir,  call  the  latter  part  or 
the  Adoress  he^has  proposed,  a  dedaratici^ 
of  what  we  expect  by  the  solemn  treatj 
that  is  to  be  concluded ;  but  the  fimt  part 
is  a  downright  ^ppmbation  of  tf^  Cod- 
.vention ;  and  is  Uierefore  inconsistent  wft>. 
the  latter;  for  it  wpuki,  in  my  qpjnion,  br 
ridiculous  in  us  to  say,  w^  ^^^P^^  ^^  hope 
for  any  thing  fiom  a  solemn  xteHj  thacii 
to  be  concluded  in  pucsuanoe  <»f  a  Prdi- 
minary,  by  which  ^every  thing  we  have  tD 
.expect,.or  hope  for,  is  pcevioualy  given  iip» 
ana  almost  expressly  sunrendmd.  Om 
of  ,thjB  is^ard  i  have,  and  I  hope,  sbst 
alwajTB  hove  for  his  Majeatj,  I  most,  id 
.exjunining  th^  Address  .proppaed^  lesfe 
Ilia  name  out,  and  substitu^  .in  ism  r^om. 
the  name  or  term.mipi8ter,  .i>r  DwocJator. 
.Shall  1,  Sir,  upon  ooqasion  of  this  Cae- 
vention,  axpress  my  most  gratofid  acdmow- 
.ledgmenta  for  the  miniver's,  ^  nc^ 
j  ciator's^articiilar.cane,  and  tender  r^gaid 
I  for  the  intemsts  of  the  people,  wba  I 
I  thinkthat m negociating  and ags^eabg  to 
I  this  Convention,  ho* has  shewn  no  .care,K> 
t  Kgardfor,  but  on  the  coatniy  has  sach- 
I  ficed,  I  .shall  not  my  betiajed,  ^  moic 
j  valuidile,  the  most  .aacred  ludita  of  kis 
country?  Shall  I  aay,  that  a  foial  a^juit* 
.ment  of  our  long  depending  deoMnds  bs» 
been  obtained  br  this  Contention,  wfatv  I 
see,  that^instead  of  adjusting,  jre  have  rt- 
ieaaed'themi  Shall  I  say,  that  any  pav- 
ment.istobemadoby  Snun  upon  that  sc^ 
<xmnt, jrhen JtinasanjyMl  8f^  is  ■« 
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opayxipe  tinf^lB  groat,  wfaea  itapptara 
hit  no  one  ahtiliiig  is  90  much  as  sttpu- 
aked,  but  what  ii  to  be  pud  by  one  part 
if  our  own  •ubjJcU  to  another  >  Qr,  shall 

aayi  I  am  satisfied  with  the  foundation 
he  minister  or  negociator  has  laad,  for 
ireventin^  the  like  grievances  and  causes 
f  coDHf^nt  for  thentturoy  when  I  am  con- 
inced  that,  by  this  Convention,  a  founda- 
lon  is  laid  for  increasing  thedi,  and  for 
endering  them  perpetoal?  God  forbid, 
lir,  that  any  member  of  this  House  should 
ehave  m  such  a  slavish  manner  towards 
26  minister,  or  in  such  a  deceitful  manner 
Sfrards  his  Sovereign. 

I  shall  allow.  Sir,  that  when  diffisrences 
rise  between  two  nations,  war  ought  not 
>  be  resolved  on  till  application  be  first 
uide  for  having  them  removed  by  a  fi-iendly 
cconunodation ;  but  that  application  ought 
)  be  made  in  aa  honourable  manner,  and 
litable  to  due  dignity  of  the  nation  that 
takes  it*  If  the  matters  of  right  that  are 
^un  to  be  disputed,  be  such  as  are  reaHy 
oobtfol,  a  n^godation  may  be  set  on  foot 
)r  having  them  eznlained ;  but  to  dispute 
le  most  undoubted  rights,  ri^ts  that  are 
itablished  by  the  law  of  nature  as  well  as 
f  particular  treaties,  is  one  of  the  greatest 
isults  that  can  be  put  by  one  nation  nfon 
nother ;  and  therefore,  the  only  apphca- 
on  that  can  be  made  is  a  peremptory  de* 
tand  for  having  them  acknowledged  m  the 
tost  explicit  terms :  to  negodate,  or  to 
eat  about  such  rights,  is  to  betray  them, 
gain,  when  violences  are  committed  by 
le  subjects  of  one  nation  upon  those  of 
lother,  satisfaction  may  be  demanded, 
ly,  I  shall  grant  that  it  ou^t  to  be  de» 
anded  in  a  peaceable  manner,  before  re« 
Jving  ta  take  satisfaction  by  force  of 
ms ;  but  this  satisfiictioD  ought  to  be  re- 
tired, not  sued  for ;  and  much  less  sued 
r  again,  after  many  a&cted  delays  or 
am  excuses  f  to  require  satisfiu^tion  in  a 
^aceable  but  dignified  manner  is  prudent, 
commendable;  but  to  sue  and  solicit  for 

is  medn,  abject,  and  dishoniHirable ; 
id  when  a  nation  ooiitinnes  to  sue  for  it, 
ider  frequent  repetitions  of  the  same  sort 

riolences,  it  is  ridiculous,  it  is  mis- 
ievous. 

This,  I  am  afiraid,  is  our  case  with  re- 
rd  to  Spun.  We  have  nesociated  about 
r  undoubted  ^|hts,  we  have  sued  for 
tisfaction,  and  have  so  long  eontimied 
gociatin^,  that  we  ha(ve  at  mt  rendered 
iraelves  ndiculous  and  contenmtible.  In 
is  <»phuon  I  am  confirmed  by  tne  Treaty 
>w  under  our  consMaratioB :  a  Treaty 


nrfiich  tbey  seem  le  have  imposed  upon  ue^ 
as  the  ceap  de  grace  to  that  character  we 
fcHrmerly  had  among  the  princes  and  po- 
tentates of  £ttrope*  After  disputing  vritlt 
us  sueh  undoubted  rights,  and  committing 
sd  many  and  such  unheardrof  depredations 
upon  our  merchants,  if  they  had  not  had 
the  utmost  contempt  <^  our  understanding, 
as  well  as  power,  it  was  impossible  thejr 
could  have  thought  of  imposing  sueh  a- 
Treaty  upon  us :  a  Treaty  b  v  which  they 
have,  under  the  pretence  of  giving  us  ^ 
foundation  for  obtaining  future  secwity,. 
obliged  us  to  give  up  those  rights  upoik 
whidi  it  depends ;  and  instead  .of  giviiig. 
us  reparation,  thev  haVe  obligied  us  toeive 
them  a  general  release ;  nay,  farther,  Se3^ 
have  oUiged  us  to  give  up  to  them,  for 
much  less  than  the  true  value,  five  Britisfr 
ships  and  their  cargoes,  which  they  had,, 
beiore  this  Treaty  was  thouaht  of,  ooligeil 
themselves  to  restore.  If  they  had  giveir 
us  a  flat  denial,  if  they  had  absdutdj  re* 
fused  to  give  us  any  security  or  reparsN 
tion,  it  woold  haVe  Men  idiewing  a  Con- 
tempt of  our  power  only ;  bu(  to  presume 
to  palm  upon  us  such  a  sham  security,  and 
such  a  falhiciouB  sort  of  repteation,  is 
shewing  the  utmost  contempt  of  our  jndg^ 
ment,  as  wdl  as  our  power.  As  yet  the 
contempt  can  fall  upon  our  negodiatora 
only :  out  if  this  House  should  give  anjr 
thing  like  a  sanction  to  such  a  Treaty,  the 
omtempt  must  fall  imon  the  nation,  or  flft 
least  upon  that  which  is  called  the  wi^ont 
of  the  nation. 

In  order.  Sir,  to  miake  good  what  1 
have  said,  I  must  beg  leave  to  conrfder 
ichat  we  ought  to  have  had,  and  whether 
we  have  got,  by  this  treaty,  so  much  aa 
the  hopes  of  obtaining  any  dne  itao§  wtf 
ought  to  have  had.  I  believe  every  gea* 
tieman  will  idlow,  that  we  ou^t  to  EasFf 
had  some  aatisfiulion  for  the  many  insidts 
the  Sbaniards  have  put  upon  the  croartt 
and  flag  of  Great  Brkain.  To  some  tfait 
nay  appear  to  be  merely  a  pdint  of  h» 
nour;  but  to  me  it  a|ipears  so  materia^ 
that  I  Mvk  we  can  have  no  Ihture  weo^ 
ritj  without  it.  No  treaty,  no  reguhttioHi 
you  can  make,  will,  in  my  opinion,  signi^ 
any  thing,  without  some  exemplary  satis^ 
fiustion ;  for  the  Spanish  governors  and 
captains  of  guarda  costas  in  America  WiM 
shew  no  negard  to  any  treaty  or  r^ulst* 
tibns  you  can  make,  if  they  find  they  any 
transgress  them  with  impunity.  Whereas^ 
if  some  of  thoie  governors  and  capiflinv 
that  hate  robbed  our  merchants  had  been 
hapged,  as  they  higUty  dn«rve,  and  their 
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bodieft  hung  up  in  chainsy  upon  the  most 
conspicuous  capes  of  Cuba,  Hispaniola, 
and  rorto  Ricoy  it  would  have  shewn  all 
such  for  the  future  what  they  were  to  ex- 
pect, if  they  insulted  the  crown,  or  injured 
the  subjects,  of  Great  Britain.  But  the 
oourt  of  Spain,  being  resolved  to  gyant  no- 
thing that  might  any  way  contribute  to' 
our  future  security,  resolved  not  to  allow 
die  word  satisfaction  to  be  so  much  as 
once  mentioned  in  this  treaty ;  even  the 
Spanishpirate  who  cut  off  captain  Jenkins's 
ear,  making  U86  at  the  same  time  of  the 
most  insulting  expression  towards  the  per- 
son of  our  Kmg,  an  expression  which  no 
British  subject  can  decently  repeat,  an  ex- 
pression which  no  man  that  has  a  regard 
tor  his  Sovereign  can  ever  forgive :  even 
tills  fellow,  I  sa^r,  is  to  live  to  enjoy  the 
lan&tB  of  Ixis  rapine,  and  remain  a  living 
testimony  of  the  cowardly  tameness,  and 
mean  submission  of  Great  Britain,  and  of 
the  triumphant  pride,  and  stubborn  haugh- 
iiness  of  Spain. 

This  alone,  Sir,  is  sufficient  to  shew, 
^at  we  can  have  no  hopes  of  any  future 
aecarity ;  and  yet  a  future  security  for  the 
fveedom  of  our  trade  and  navigation  was 
what  we  ousht  principally  and  perempto- 
rily to  have  insisted  on ;  but  ournegociat- 
ing  ministers  have  not  satisfied  themselves 
with  neglecting  it,  they  have  almost  ex-- 
pressly,  by  this  prelimmaxy,  ^en  it  up : 
they  have  almost  expressly  given  up  the 
ri^ts  upon  which  it  depends,  by  refcning 
them  to  be  resulated  by  plenipotentiaries ; 
fi>r  if  we  consiaer  the  nature  ot  tliose  rights 
in  dispute  between  Spain  and  us,  upon 
which  our  future  security  depends,  we 
must  see  that,  if  the  right  we  pretend  to 
be  regulated,  it  must  be  surrendered,  and 
that  if  the  right  Spain  pretends  to  be  re- 
gulated, it  must  be  established.  The  right 
we  pretend  to,  the  right  which,  I  hope, 
the  nation  will  never  depart  from,  what- 
ever our  negociators  may  do,  is  a  right  to 
a  free  navigation  in  the  open  seas  of  Ame- 
rica :  this  right  the  Spaniards,  trusting  to 
our  feebleness,  or  our  fondness  for  nego- 
ciation,  have  taken  upon  them  to  deny : 
they  say,  we  have  no  right  to  any  naviga- 
tion in  the  American  seas  but  what  they 
liave  granted  us  by  treaty,  which  is  only 
whilst  our  ships  steer  a  dvect  course  from 
,  one  part  of  the  British  dominions  to  ano- 
*  ther.  For  God's  sake.  Sir,  what  is  it^  in 
this  case,  our  plenipotentiaries  are  to  re- 
gulate? are  they  to  regulate  what  shall  or 
shall  not  be  called  a  direct  course?  if  we 
«fri»  to  any  such  regulationi  can  we  after- 


wards say,  we  have  a  right  to  alne«^ 
gation?  does  not  eveiy  gentleami^ 
that  if  this  right  be  regulated,  it  nut  ^i 
given  up  ?  i 

On  the  other  hand.  Sir,  Spain  ncte^j 
to  a  riffht  to  search  our  ships  in  Qie  (p 
seas  of  America,  and  to  seize  and  omk 
cate  them,  if  they  be  found  sailHigiiaJ 
their  due  course,  or  if  any  goods,  i^| 
they  are  {leased  to  call  cootrdMa^lii 
found  on  board.  Does  not  ereiy  |a^ 
man  see  that  this  right  most  be  gsa^J 
must  be  established  before  it  canbei|{ 
gulated?  therefore,  it  may  be  justly  ■! 
that,  by  this  preliminary,  we  have  ■am 
dered  the  right  we  pretend  to,  andeni^i 
lished  the  rieht  the  Spaniards  prele^ii| 
or  at  least,  Uiat  we  have  laid  a  fnaUe) 
for  expressly  sarrendering  the  one,  ^ 
establishing  the  other,  by  the  sdeamM 
that  is  to  be  conduded  in  Dur8aiBcr| 
this  preliminary.  This  is  the  least  we  hf 
done  by  this  preliminary ;  and  fhaX'ni 
more  dSshonourable,  the  more  i 
because  the  right  we  pretend  to,  kttifi 
established  by  the  law  of  nature^  off 
by  all  nations,  and  confirmed  i9m\^ 
every  treaty  subsisting  between  tlie  id 
crowns :  whereas,  the  right  the  SpttH 
pretend  to,  is  a  servitude,  which  no  ttdq 
ever  pretended  to  impose  upon  snollii^ 
nor  did  ever  the  most  contemptible  laliM 
under  the  sun  submit  to  it.  To  iduA| 
must  add  another  mi&fortune^  that  dl^ 
regulations  that  can,  in  either  of  thft 
cases,  be  established,  are  to  be  expUiB: 
and  judged  of  bv  Spanish  goveroofiip 
captains  of  guarda  costas ;  and  tfauih| 
we  may  from  their  past  bebariour  ex- 
clude, that  every  British  ship  tbev0rtk 
within  the  seas  of  America  will  m  4i 
'  judged  to  be  a  trespasser  agaiost  aoottdl 
i  these  regulations,  and  consequentij  HA 
I  to  confiscaticm. 

Thus,  Sir,  it  appears,  we  hare  a^ 
I  dated,  we  have  treated  emtLj  fHhofmi 
future  security ;  and  now  I  shsJI  iiwak 
appear,  we  have  done  the  same  wiA  ifr 
spect  to  reparation  for  past  bjurieL  |p 
I  a-commissorial  way  of  reckoning  Mrai» 
!  gociators  reduced  the  demands  of  tkot 
^country  to  200,000^.  and  this  ram,  tSm 
ing  a  trifle,  as  they  say,  for  promptw 
ment,  they  pretend  to  have  ebtiuDe0  ar 
:  us :  but  how  have  they  obtained  it?  Af 
allow  Spain  to  deduct  60,000^  on  acMft 
of  a  most  frivolous  demand  they  i*^ 
I  agamst  us,  and  before  Spain  pays  9§  \ 
thmg  to  us  they  have  allowed  then  to  #i»j 
tort  m  the  most  anjustifiaUe  maonerte  j 
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wr  South  Sen  Compmiy  68»00(tf.  Th^ 
twiysams  reduced  wnal  Spaiawas  to  pay 
to  us,  by  way  of  reparation^  to  72,000L 
lod  from  this  sum  they  have  allowed  them 
JO  deduct  46,000^  a  pretty  modest  allow- 
ince,  for  prompt  payment:  then  there  re- 
naiiu  but  27,000i.  and  for  this  tfaey  have 
illoved  them  to  detain,  and  convert  to 
heir  own  use,  five  British  ships,  which  the 
nog  of  Sjpain  had  before  promised  to  re- 
tore,  and  had  actually  sent  cedulas  to  the 
^est  Indies  for  that  purpose ;  which  five 
hips,  I  mean  those  mentioned  in  the  4th 
irUcle  of  this  treaty,  were  worth  SO  or 
^fiOOi,  Does  not  every  one  see.  Sir, 
hat  instead  of  our  getting  any  reparation 
>j  this  treaty  for  oast  injuries,  we  have 
eallj  allowed  the  Spaniards  to  keep  to  the 
alue  of  at  least  S,  if  not  1S,000^.  of  what 
hey  had  before  obliged  themselves  to  re- 
tore?  and  this,  I  suppose,  our  negociators 
Bowed  them  by  way  of  a  reward  for  their 
llowinff  the  sham,  stipulated  payment  of 
5,000r  to  be  mentioned  in  this  treaty. 
Q  consideration  of  which  sham,  stipulated 
ayment,  we  have  given  them  a  general 
please  for  all  demands,  and  all  past  inju- 
ie&  Sir,  if  we  had  fredy  given  them  a 
eneral  release,  we  might  have  had  some- 
ting  to  boast  of:  we  mi^ht  have  bragged 
r  our  generous  and  forgivine  temper ;  but 
)  be  thus  (Roused  out  of  afi  our  just  de- 
umds,  must  make  us  the  ridicule  of  every 
>reigner  that  hears  of  it.  Can  such  a 
iuun  reparation,  such  a  lumpine  bargain 
{ this,  be  said  to  be  an  acknowledgment 
I  the  Spaniards  of  their  having  been  in 
le  wrong  to  us  ?  so  far  otherwise,  that  it 
lust  be  supposed,  they  insisted  upon  our 
trnpiDg  away  our  demands  in  this  manner, 
a  purpose  to  avoid  their  being  obliged  to 
^knowledge  themselves  in  the  wrong,  or 
)  acknowJedge  that  any  of  our  ships  had 
^en  unjustly  searched,  seized,  or  confis- 
ited,  except  the  five  ships  they'  had  he- 
re acknowledged  to  be  so ;  and  provided 
e  would  allow  them  to  keep  these  five 
u'ps,  I  suppose  they  were  wilhng  to  agree, 
<  allow  us  what  they  valued  them  at  by 
ay  of  reparation. 

This,  Sir,  is  in  reality,  whatever  we  may 
etend,  the  only  repuration  we  are  to 
eet  with  from  Spain ;  and  this  reparation 
ey  had  promised  jiis  before  this  Conven- 
m  was  thought  of.  The  60,000^  which 
i  have  allovired  them  for  their  ships, 
iuch  we  took  and  destroyed  in  the  year 
48,  can  ht  no  reparation  to  us,  whatever 
may  be  to  them ;  because  they  had  no 
et^nce  for  any  sadi  demand.  Ihe  taking 
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and  destroying  of  those  ships  .was  what  we 
had  a  just  title  to  from  their  infraction  of 
treaties:  it  was  then  reckoned  such  a  niece 
of  public  service,  that  sir  George  Bvng 
was  made  a  peer  for  it ;  and  if  we  promised 
to  restore  them  by  the  treaty  in  1721,  we 
performed  that  promise,  as  far  as  was  in- 
cumbent upon  us :  we  promised  only  to 
restore  them  in  the  condition  they  were 
in :  we  did  not  promise  to  repair  them,  or 
to  make  them  fit  for  service;  and  if  the 
Spaniards  would  not  take  them,  because 
ihey  would  not  be  at  the  expence  of  re- 
pairing them,  it  was  their  &ult.  There- 
fore I  must  suppose  our  negociatorsallowed 
of  this  demand  for  no  other  reason,  but  in 
order  to  have  a  pretence  to  say,  they  had 
obtained  some  sort  of  reparation ;  and  tlie 
68,000/.  to  be  paid  by  our  South  Sea  Com- 
pany, I  must  look  on  as  a  condescension  of 
the  same  nature.  The  king  of  Spain  had 
justly  no  such  demand  upon  the  company : 
if  he  had,  they  had  much  greater  demands 
upon  him ;  the  court  of  Spain  itself  allows 
they  havea  justdemandfor  above  four  times 
that  sum;  therefore  the  most  that  court 
could  insist  on,  was  compensation ;  but  the 
truth  is,  I  believe,  they  are  resolved  never  to 
pay  the  Company  a  shilling ;  and  our  nego- 
ciators  allowed  them  to  insist  upon  the  im- 
mediate payment  of  this  68,000/.  upon  a 
promise  to  pay  it  back  to  them  by  way  of 
reparation.  Can  this  be  called  areparation 
made  by  Spain  ?  Can  it^be  called  a  repa- 
ration made  to  this  nation  ?  If  the  Com- 
pany would  agree  to  pay  it,  which  I  believe 
they  will  not,  it  might  oe  some  reparation 
to  our  injured  merchants ;  but  a  reparation 
made  to  them  by  our  own  South-Sea  Com- 
pany can  never  be  said  to  be  a  reparation 
made  to  them  by  Spain ;  nor  can  a  repara-* 
tion  made  by  one  part  of  our  own  people 
to  another  be  said  to  be  a  reparation  made 
to  the  nation. 

I  have  now,  I  hope,  clearly  shewn,  Sir, 
that  b^  this  Convention  we  liave  obtained 
no  satisfaction,  no  security,  no  reparation ; 
but  that  on  the  contrary  we  have  given  up 
all  future  pretences  to  every  one  of  them. 
Therefore  I  cannot  think  that  any  gentle- 
man who  considers  himself  only  as  a  mem* 
her  of  this  House  will  agree  to  our  ap- 
proaching ^e  throne  of  our  sovereign  with 
such  an  address  as  has  been  proposed* 
Immediate  war  may  not  be  the  consequence 
of  our  refusing  our  approbation ;  but  im« 
mediate  infkmy  to  the  nation  will,  in  my 
opinion,  be  the  certain  consequence  of  our 
eranting  it.  I  shall  allow  that  warouohtte 
be  avoided*    It  ought  to  bejivoided  by  alt 
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means,  but  scandalous,  cowardly  means.  A 
nation  that  has  onbe  got  the  character  of 
being  cowardly,  or  too  fearful  of  engaging 
in  war,  must  always  be  in  a  sort  of  war. 
They  will  always  be  suffering  war,  butnever 
makmg  any.  This,  I  am  afraid,  has  been 
too  much  our  case  for  17  or  18  years  past : 
we  have  had  our  towns  besieged,  oar  ships 
taken,  our  merchants  plundered,  and  our 
seamen  barbarously  treated,  without  our 
declaring  war,  or  committing  any  hostili- 
ties on  our  side.  Long  before  the  treaty 
of  Seville,  the  Spaniards  began  their  depre- 
dations :  we  then  bought  peace  at  a  clear 
rate ;  at  the  price  of  sacrincing  the  friend- 
ship and  confidence  of  one  of  our  best  al- 
lies. While  we  were  getting  provinces  for 
Don  Carlos,  which  has  since  procured  him 
kingdoms,  the  Spaniards  suspended  a  little 
tfieir  depredations ;  but  they  never  graiited 
us  any  reparation  for  what  was  past,  nor 
security  against  future,  though  tney  pro- 
mised both  by  that  treaty :  on  the  contrary, 
as  soon  as  their  turn  was  served,  they  re- 
newed their  depredations  with  more  vigour 
and  cruelty  than  ever.  And  shall  we  ap- 
prove of  a  treaty,  which,  instead  of  pre- 
venting them,  will  give  the  Spaniards  what 
they  never  had  before,  a  title  to  continue 
them ;  for  this  must  be  the  case,  if  in  pur- 
Itiance  of  this  preliminary  we  agree  by  a 
solemn  treaty  to  any  regulations,  either 
with  regard  to  our  nght  to  a  free  naviga- 
tion^ or  with  regard  to  the  ri^ht  tfiey  pre- 
tend to  of  searching  our  ships  upon  the 
o|)en  seas,  and  seizing  them,  if  found 
saflfng  out  of  their  due  course,  or  with  any 
goods  on  board,  which  the/ are  pleased  to 
caK  contraband. 

Our  agreeing,  Sir,  to  such  a  treaty  must 
necessarjly  involve  us  at  last  in  a  war,  un- 
less we  have  a  mind  to  give  up  our  planta- 
lloB9^and  West  India  trade:  whereas  our 
refusing  our  approbation  to  this  preliminary 
will  prevent  any  sudi  solemn  treaty's  be- 
»g  negociated,  and  may  prevent  a  war ; 
for  if  Spain  has  the  least  dread  of  our  re- 
saitment  or  power ;  if  this  nation  is  not 
already  brought  into  the  utmost  contempt, 
when  SpaiM  sees  that  they  cannot  amuse  a 
British  parliament,  as  well  as  a  British  mi- 
nistry, they  will  agree  to  do  us  justice  in  a 
peaceable  manner.  But  for  God's  sake. 
Sir,  what  are  we  afraid  of  .^  If  Spain  is  not 
ateisted  by  France,  it  is  impossible  we  can 
have  any  tHrihg  to  fear.  If  France  should 
jdin  against  us ;  though  I  may  not  perhaps 
thmk,  we  are  an  equal  match  for  them 
both  at  land,  yet,  1  think,  we  are  more 
ttei  a  match  in  them  bodt  at  sea;  and 
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there  they  most  gain  araperion^^hha 
they  can  distvcsa,  or  greatly  hnntyi^ 
tion.  But,  suppoaewe  were  not:  tleln. 
gentleman  who  made  this  moiiim,hal» 
self  given  a  good  reason,  why  ve  Airfi 
not  submit  to  an  infiunoas  peset  Ih 
race  is  not  to  the  swift,  nor  diehiNbii 
the  strong,  it  is  God  that  givesthe  r^* 
and  when  we  have  so  just  a  caatt,  weha 
great  reason  to  hope  for  the  mmmati 
God  Almighty;  which  will  be  vdUm 
for  us,  even  though,  by  meang  of  oirlife 
negociations  and  condoct,  we  uy  m 
literally  say,  we  have  none  else  to  pdl« 
tnist  in,  but  him. 

The  ctrcumstaoces  of  Europe,  S«,ia 
indeed  at  present  in  a  dangerous,  tang 
terrible  situation;  and  the  preaent  circB» 
stances  of  this  nation  cannot,  it  istnch 
said  to  be  h»>py ;  but  the  hon.  grnrtraa 
who  made  thia  motion  is,  I  think,  mi 
the  last  that  ought  to  have  mik  mi 
such  an  argument  for  oar  apprmgA 
dishonourable  or  destructive  tiei^.  | 
we  have  n^ociated  theaffiunoffinii 
into  an  unlucky  sitnadon,  it  is  well  kins 
who  on^  to  be  blamed;  andiftbe^ 
mestic  amirs  of  this  nation  be  now  BgNt 
disorder,  a  certain  friend  of  his  ciinoC  b 
entirely  innocent.  Ifonrafbinaiebroiii 
to  such  a  fktal  crisis,  diat  we  rnoitaM 
forfeit  our  honour,  and  leave  ov  pbg^ 
tions  and  trade  exposed  to  contiiiQil » 
suits  and  depredations,  or  engage  ■  a 
unequal  war,  it  may  be  an  ai^gancitlr 
suspending  our  resentment,  if  poaiik^il 
a  more  favourable  opportunity  ofa;  kl 
it  can  be  no  argument  for  oar  agrahgt 
a  dishonourable  and  penudous  tmliji 
especially  when  by  such  a  treatrvetm 
get  nothing,  not  ao  mach  as  a  '       *" 


of  hostilities,  and  are  to  give  a  gaKfiidi 
lease  of  all  former  demands,  a  ^aml^l 
livion  of  all  past  injuries ;  for  aooewetf. 
to  get  nothing,  I  think  we  ooght  lot^ 
have  passed  from  any  thing  by  dm 
minaiy:  our  demands,  as  well  as  our 
might  have  been  referred  to  be  r^ 
by  our  plenipotentiaries ;  and  in  tiuft 
we  could  have  insisted  or  rektxed  vilk 
gard  to  the  former,  according  to  the 
pliance  we  had  found  Spain  rettl^t^i 
with  regard  to  the  latter. 

I  therefore  hope,  %,  that  no 
man  will  be  frightened  mto  an 
of  this  Treaty,  by  tiie  terrors 
been  tlutjwn  Ottt;  but  that  oatltt 
every  gentleman  will  upon  drii 
resume  the  spiinc  of  his  aneeslan)  arf 
ject  8  treaty  wliidisa  efMondyUirtf 
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lM»oaroflJ8  00imtrj.  When  this  k  done, 
we  may  wilb  honour  examine  into  the  ter- 
io»  we  have  heea  threatened  with ;  andif 
there  be  the  ieaai  ground  for  them,  I  hope 
it  will  be  a  prevailing  argument  for  our  en- 
tering upon  a  etrict  enquiiy  into  the  con- 
duct of  thoee  who  have  brought  their 
(XNintry  into'suchiatal  circuroataneea ;  for 
if  we  be  in  auch  a  woful  condition^  as  to 
be  unable  to  continue  in  peace  with  an  v 
degree  of  honour,  or  engage  in  war  with 
any  proBpect  of  suceeea,  i  am  sure  we  can 
expect  no  redress  from  tfie  future  conduct 
of  those,  who  by  their  past  conduct  have 
brought  our  affiurs,  both  at  home  and 
sbroMt  into  such  distress  and  amfiision* 

Lord  Gage : 

Sir ;  as  incapable  as  I  am  of  entering 
into  a  debate  of  this  nature,  I  cannot  with 
that  dul^  I  think  I  owe  my  country,  and 
those  I  have  the  honour  to  represent,  «t 
^  and  only  give  a  negative  to  the  ques- 
tion before  ue :  for  I  look  on  this  Address 
that  is  proposed  to  be  made  his  Majesty,  to 
be  no  more  than  a  vote  of  apprdlNition  of 
the  messures  taken  by  the  aAministration, 
sod  of  thanka  for  the  blessing  the  nation 
has  obtained  by  this  Convention  with 
Spain,  of  which  I  once  said  before,  had  a 
messenger  with  fNroper  instructions  been 
tent  over  in  a  fisher-ooat,  he  would  have 
brought,  ua  back  a  better  than  that  we 
have  got. 

As  to  any  compliments  that  are  to  be 
paid  his  Majesty,  no  one  is  more  ready  to 
join  in  them  than  m;^self ;  but  as  by  the 
aws  of  this  land  the  king  can  do  no  wrong ; 
90 1  look  on  this  Convention  as  the  work 
of  the  minister,  and  as  such  I  shall  speak 
of  it;  and  that  it  is  so  is  clear,  for  every- 
body, bt  him  be  never  so  dim«sighted  ( that 
has  not  had  dust  thrown  into  his  ejres) 
must  aee  that  this  glorious  Convention, 
ahat  has  cost  Uie  nation  not  above  half  a 
miUionof  money  ^iamore  a  ministerial  expe> 
dient  to  get  over  this  session  of  jparliament, 
^lan  a  thing  calculated  either  for  the  dig- 
nity of  the  crown,  the  satisfoclion  of  the 
merchants,  or  reparation  for  the  repeated 
insults  OB  Use  honour  of  the  nation. 

When  I  first  read  the  Convention,  I  was 
snrorixed  to  find  that  our  indisputable 
light  to  free  navigation,  and  noaearch  at 
any  distimce  firom  land,  was  to  be  re- 
ferred to  plenipoteotiaries  at  a  future 
congress  s  the  relmrring  aa  indisputable 
ti^j&y  ia  in  a  manner  weakenmg  the  title, 
not  that  I  apprehend,  that  any  minister  at 
home  <Hr  abroad  will  9m  dare  give  op  this 
right  of  ours. 


But  v4iy  is  this  to  be  discussed  in  alk- 
ture  treaty  i  Why,  after  the  Resolutions 
the  parliunent  last  year  came  into,  was 
not  this  the  first  Article  in  the  Conven- 
tion ?  Sine  qua  nant  as  to  any  treaty  with 
Spun,  can  there  be  an^  one  weak  enough 
to  imagine,  that  plempotentiaries  sitting 
at  a  round  table  with  pen,  ink,  and  paper 
before  them,  can  procure  for  this  nation 
what  our  fleet  could  not  have  done  last 
year  with  cannon,  powder  and  ball  f  Be- 
sides, by  having  deferred  doing  ourselves 
i'ustice,  England  may  have  lost  a  very 
ucky  juncture;  France  and  Spain  weie 
not  Uien  on  so  good  terms,  as  I  am  afiraid 
they  are  at  present.  Had  the  Spaniards 
been  attackea  last  year  in  New  Spain,  we 
should  have  found  them  unprovided,  their 
garrisons  without  men,  and  their  fortifica* 
tions  out  of  repair.  But  this  they  have 
taken  cate  to  remedy  for  theXuture,  hy 
the  great  number  of  troops  they  have  since 
sent  thither,  and  by  working  day  and  night 
at  their  fortificationsK 

But  as  on  the  one  hand  they  are  grown 
stroiiger,  so  we  on  tlie  other  are  growh 
weaker  and  poorer  :  We,  Sir,  laal^  year 
threw  away  a  vast  sum  of  money  to  no 
purpose,  but  to  be  laughed  at  by  all  na- 
tions, and  they  by  our  Jeave  are  bringing 
home,  in  their  galleons,  vast  sums  of  mo- 
ney to  be  employed  against  us.  What 
have  we  been  doing  for  these  last  SOvears 
but  ne^odating  to  no  pui^ose  ?  What  is 
there  m  this  treaty,  more  than  in  all 
former  ones  ?  Did  not  Spain  by  the  treaty 
of  Madrid,  in  the  year  1721,  which  treaty 
was  confirmed  by  another  in  the  same 
year,  called  the  Triple  Alliance,  stipulate 
that  all  former-  treaties  should  be  cocifinn- 
ed,  and  expressly  promised  that  all  goods, 
merchandizes,  money,  ships,  and  other 
effects  which  have  been  seiaed .  as  well  in 
Spain  as  the  Indies,  should  be  speedily  re- 
stored in  the  same  kind,  or  according  to 
the  just  and  true  value  of  them,  at  the  tune 
they  were  seized  ?  Has  there  been  atittk 
of  this  performed  >  Have  xiur  merchants 
ever  had  any  satisfaction  made  them  for 
their  ships,  their  effects  and  money  they 
were  plundered  of  i  Why,  no. 

But  yet  every  man,  who  at  that  thne  did 
not  believe  they  should,  was  looked  upon 
as  a  Jacobite,  a  man  disaffected  to  his  M»- 
jesty,  or  at  least  to  his  minister,  which 
was  as  bad,  if  not  worse.  So  far  were  the 
Spaniards  from  performing  one  article  of 
this  treaty,  that  they  used  us  worse  than 
ever,  and  so  continued  doing  till  the  mer- 
chants came  with  fresh  coadplaints,  which 
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they  laid  again  before  the  House  of  Coxn- 
mona,  wdere  I  cannot  Bay,  they  were  very 
civilly  used  by  some ;  however,  they  made 
out  very  dear  the  allegations  of  me  peti- 
tion, and  proved  their  losses  beyond  con- 
tradiction. Upon  this,  vigorous  resolu- 
tions were  again  entered  into  by  the  House 
of  Commons  to  obtain  jostsoe  and  satisfac- 
tion for  the  merchants ;  and  in  order  to 
obtain  it,  our  then  and  present  ministers 
finding  that  they  had  not  succeeded  in 
any  one  treaty  they  had  yet  made,  entered 
into  another  called  the  treaty  df  Seville, 
signed  in  the  year  1729* — By  the  first  ar- 
ticle of  this  treaty  all  former  treaties  of 
peace,  friendship  and  commerce,  are  again 
renewed  and  confirmed ;  and  Spain  ex- 
pressly promised  not  to  do  any  thing,  nor 
suffer  any  thing  to  be  done,  that  might  be 
contrary  thereto  directly  or  indirectly^— 
In  the  4th  article  of  this  treaty  it  is  parti- 
cularly agreed,  that  the  commerce  of  the 
English,  nation  in  America  should  be  ex- 
erdised  as  heretofore :  and  that  orders 
should  be' dispatched  without  any  delay  to 
the  Indies  for  that  purpose.  By  the  6th 
article  of  it,  commissaries  were  to  be 
named  who  were  to  settle  the  limits  and 
pretensions  of  the  merchants ;  and  Spain 
promised  to  execute  punctually  and  ex- 
iu;tly,  within  six  months,  what  should  be 
decided  by  the  said  commissaries,  who 
were  to  make  their  report  in  three  years, 
but  there  being  nothing  done  in  the  first 
three  years,  Ste  term  was  renewed  for 
three  years  more,  in  order  to  do  nothing, 
which  succeeded  accordingly. 

And  I  remember  very  well,  that  an  ban. 
ffentleman  on  the  floor,  opposite  to  me 
(Mr.  Pulteney),  did  at  the  time  of  the 
making  this  treaty  often  say,  that  he  was 
sure  if  the  government  would  give  the 
.merchants  the  money  that  was  to  be  al- 
lowed the  commissaries,  they  would  get 
inore  by  that,  than  from  the  treaty,  which 
J  think  has  proved  but  too  true  :  for  those 
gentlemen  for  themselves  have  not  re- 
ceived less  than  20,000^  whereas  the  mer- 
chants have  not  received  20  pence.  But 
yet  at  that  time  this  hon.  gentleman  as  well 
as  myself,  and  all  those  who  thought  as 
we  did,  were  looked  upon  as  a  set  of  disaf- 
fected people;  as  they  are  now  who  do  not 
like  this  Cmivention,  and  expect  no  more 
good  from  it  than  firom  au  the  former 
treaties.  And  as  for  my  part,  I  own  I  ex- 
pect no-good  from  it,  but  apprehend  much 
hurt :  our  right  to  free  navigation,  and 
no  search  notbeing  inserted  in  it,  but  left 
to  commissaries* 
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I  find  also,  by  whtt  I  call  die  pi^n- 
nary  article,  the  king  of  Snue^n  {Nrotflit, 
thatthe  South  Sea  company^s  assieaM  con- 
tract will  be  annulled  by  ^e  company'i 
having  refused  (a  few  days  ago  m  a  toQ 
court )  to  pay  the  €BflOOL  the  king  of 
Spain  demands  of  them  by  that  protest  de- 
delivered  to  Mr.  Keene.  What  anthoritj 
Mr.  Keene  could  have  to  make  thisbacgain 
for  the  South  Sea  Company,  and  give  up  t 
property  they  are  entitled  to,  by  virtue  of 
treaties  and  acts  of  parliament,  1  cannot 
apprehend.  And  though  their  loas  msj 
be  no  national  point,  yet  so  great  a  body 
of  Englishmen,  whose  property  is  con- 
cerned, deserves  at  feast  the  protection  of 
parliament. 

The  next  thing  that  I  have  good  reswa 
to  believe  will  be  given  up,  or  at  least 
taken  from  us,  is  Georgia,  tnoi^gb  liidieito 
supported  by  great  sums  of  money  gtveo 
by  parliament,  and  granted  by  a  roydi 
charter,  to  the  present  trustees  :  fat  yau 
will  find  by  the  second  article  c£ikiM  Cod* 
vention,  that  the  poor  people,  wbo,  under 
the  protection  of  this  govemiiieiit»  hsfc 
tran^orted  themselves  tkither,  are  to  be 
left  naked  and  defenceless,  exposed  to  the 
mercy  of  the  Spaniards,  whenever  the? 
please  to  attack  tnaoD,  by  being  restrained 
from  the  means  of  sdf  presemEtaon.  For 
by  that  artide  it  is  agreed,  that  neither 
the  Spaniards  nor  they  should  raise  any 
fortifications. 

Now,  Sir,  I  can  see  butane  reaaon, 
why  this  was  stipulated  in  the  maBoer  1 
have  mentioned,  tor  it  regards  ooW  us  (we 
demanding  no  part  of  tl^  king  or  Spabr't 
teh-itories )  and  that  is  this  :  oar  miniiters 
finding  that  Spain  did  not  mu/db  hke  oar 
settlement  at  Georgia,  and  they  not 
daring  by  a  solemn  trea^  to  yidd  it  op^ 
they  nught  whisper  the  ^lanish  ministcn, 
and  tell  them,  we  are  sorry -m  do  not  dare 

g've  it  you'up,  but  we  will  s%ree  it  shal 
$  left  defenceless,  and  then  yoo  ntr 
easily  take  it,  and  we  not  called  to  an  ac* 
count  for  it:  this  is  not  at  all  improbable, 
when  we  consider  how  indurtnoos  our 
ministers  have  been  to  find  «nrt  expedieaii 
to  be  well  with  Spain,  for  the  good  of  their 
country. 

Now  I  have  been  shewing  yoa  what  1 
i4)prehend  we  shall  lose;  let  us  see  a  littk 
what  it  is  we  have  a  prospect  of  gctta^: 
that  of  no  search, free  nav^ation,  wnds^ 
tis&ction  to  our  merchants,  I  am  sure  it 
will  not  be  for  the  reasons  I  bave  bks* 
tioned  before,  aa  wdl  as  firosi  wiial  fell 
from  the  hon.  gettdemaD  that  spoke  kit; 
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brit  kf  not  to  be  fumpoted,  but  what  ar 
arasftir  mMBBWoura  go  every  method 
188 been alrendy  tried:  andhe  just no«r as 
[ood  as  told  ut,  we  could  proceed  by  no 
4her:  for  that  we  had  neitner  money  to 
;o  to  war  with,  nor  friend^  nor  ally  in  the 
rorld  to  rapport  ub  ;  and  he  mutt  know^ 
rho  has  beoi  our  grand  negodator  for 
hese  last  %d  years;  a  pretty  account,  I 
DUflt  own,  he  has  given  us  or  tl^  success 
)f  his  negodations,  as  well  as  prudent  de^ 
Jaration  from  one  in  his  post. 

But  by  this  treaty  he  telk  us,  there  is  to 
e  ample  satisfaction  given  to  our  mer- 
hants;  howfar  diey  are  satisfied  with  the 
/Onvention  the  House  may  judge,  from 
riiat  they  have  heard  them  declm  at  the 
ir.  Hesays,  they  are  to  receive  155,00i)i(i 
rh'ch  will  be  in  full  satisfiiction  for  their 
^aset,  though  by  the  byet  their  demands  on 
Ipain  were  for  840^000^.  but  our  eommis- 
tty,by  a  strdce  of  his  peD,reduoed  them  to 
00,000/.  bemg  as  he  thought  foil  enough 
ir  our  merchants,  and  then  to  induce 
(pain  to  prompt  payment  45^000/.  more 
m  atniok  oi^  idiich  brings  it  to  the  sum 
be  hon.  gentleman  has  mentioned  Spain 
i  certainly  to  pay  us:  and  upon  thb  point, 
find,  he  ducny  seems  to  extol  the  eood- 
less  of  the  Convention,  and  the  abibty  of 
be  ministers  in  bringing  Spain  to  this  con- 
ieicension:  for  that  Snain  paying  the 
MMiey  was  owning  her  nult,  and  dfedar- 
3|?tbe  illmlity  of  her  proceedinn:  in 
mwer  to  this,  m  the  first  phioe,  I  do  not 
elieve  Spain  will  ever  pay  us  a  fortfaing  of 
le  money ;  and  in  the  next  place,  suppose 
lie  money  motioned  should  be  paid  the 
lerchants,  let  us  see  how  much  Spain  is 
>  pay  us  of  it. 

Why  in  the  first  place  towards  making 
p  the  155}000L  for  the  satisfiKstion  of  the 
lerchants,  Spain  insists  on  England  al- 
iwine  her  60,000^  as  the  remaining  part 
f  a  debt  due  to  her  for  having  destro^red 
er  fleet  in  the  year  1718.  Very  eracious 
ideed,  that  they  did  not  carry  ner  de- 
isnds  as  for  back  as  ooeen  Elizabeth's 
^ign.  for  the  fleet  then  destroyed!  But  as 
nmge  as  this  demand  of  Spam  may  seem 
om  her,  it  is  much  more  so  in  those  who 
nve  agreed  to  it,  for  it  has  been  already 
nee  satisfied,  as  appears  by  those  papers 
Q  your  table,  which  are  copies  of  the  in- 
ructions  sent  to  our  ministers  in  Spain  at 
ke  treaty  of  Seville,  wherein  is  mentioned 
I  follows :  **  In  case  Spain  shall  make  any 
irther  demands  of  you  for  the  lotos  of  their 
eet,  destroyed  by  sir  George  Byng  ( afrer- 
ardsUMToriu4;tony)  you  are  teteU  the 


Spanish  nmustets,  that  Snain  has  been  al* 
ready  amply  satisfied,  ana  you  are  not  to 
enter  into  any  fiwther  discussion  with  them 
on  that  head.'' 

Another  time  Spain  paid  themselves 
this  demand  by  seising  the  South  Sea 
Company's  effects,  Spam  at  that  tame  de- 
claring, that  they  were  seized  and  kept  on 
that  account :  but  what  does  it  signify,  if 
for  the  sake  of  obtaining  this  most  advan- 
tageous Convention  we  should  pay  it  her 
at  this  time.  And  then  it  reduces  what 
Spain  is  to  pay  us,  to  95,000^ 

In  the  next  pkce,  towards  paying  the 
96,000^.  the  lung  of  Spain  insists  by  his 
protest  as  I  mentioned  before,  That-te 
South  Sea  Company  shall  immediately 
pay  him  68,000^.  being  a  debt  due  to  lum 
fromtheCompany,on  one  head  of  accounts, 
though  at  the  same  time,  on  other  heads  of 
accounts,  his  majesty  is  indebted  to  the 
company  a  million  over  and  above,  as  ap- 
pears on  jour  table,  for  which  they  are  to 
stay  his  time.  Now  these  two  sums  make 
198,000^.  that  I  think  England  is  to  pay 
our  merchants  instead  of  Spain  (if  evejr 
paid)  so  there  remains  but  27,00(tf.  for 
Spain  to  pay ;  of  which  27,000^.  she  has 
tttken  care  to  be  excused  ftcm  paying  one 
farthine,  as  appears  hy  the  stipulations  by 
way  of  drawtmck,  inserted  in  the  4ta 
Article  of  the  Convention,  and  the  Sd 
separate  Article.  For,  by  those  articles 
Spain  is  to  deduct  out  of  the  mone^she  is 
to  pay  whatever  she  may  have  already  given 
in  satisfoction  for  any  of  our  ships  that 
have  been  taken :  and  England  is  also  to 
aUow  Spain  the  value  of  the  St.  Theresa, 
a  ship  of  theirs  that  had  been  seized  in 
the  port  of  Dublin  17S5.  All  this  is  to  be 
settled  by  bur  plenipotentiaries,  and  I  think 
we  shall  come  off  well,  if  on  the  balance  of 
accounts  instead  of  receiving  the  9nfiGQL 
we  shall  not  be  obliged  to  pay  an  overplus 
to  Spain.  Here  ends.  Sir,  a  short  narra- 
tive of  the  ample  satisfaction  England  is 
to  receive  from  Spain  for  the  340,000^  due 
to  her  merchants.  A  most  glorious  Con- 
vention 1  must  own,  and  such  a  master- 
piece in  politics,  that  I  dare  say  none 
of  the  machiavilians  of  the  age,  but  our 
own  at  the  head  of  affiurs,  could  have 
thought  of  I 

But  yet,  after  all  this,  we  shall  be  told^  I 
dare  say,  that  this  thorough  dislike  to  the 
Convention,  and  flame  the  nation  is  in,  is 
raised  only  by  a  parcel  of  merchants  and 
discontented  people,  who  only  want  to  turn 
out  the  ministers. 

No,  Sir,  that  is  not  the  case,  for  it  is  «i)t 
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the  mimlers  but  dim  inpwim  Ifcit  htte 
kindled  this  flame:  6fiU  will  alwavs  apanik 
frr  UifmBelves,  «»d  mer^^baaU  wiU  dways 
know  their  own  mteresL  But  when  the 
continued  depredations  on  our  merchants, 
die  repeated  insults  on  the  honour  of  the 
nation*  the  crueldes  and  barbarities  exer- 
cised on  our  sailors,  our  eountrvnien 
thrown  into  dungeons,  and  chained  like 
alayes;  I  say  when  this  ii  oonsidered»  and 
no  more  prospect  of  redress  from  this 
Convention  than  a  piece  of  waste  p«^» 
no  wonder  that  the  heait  of  every  Engusb- 
man  should  be  inflamed* 

I  beg  pardon,  Sir,  for  having  (taken  up 
no  much  of  your  time,  but  shall  be  against 
this  Address  to  his  Majesty,  becaSse  I 
lode  on  this  Gonvendon  as  diMdvantageous 
to  the  merchants,  dishonourable  to  the 
king,  and  ignominious  to  the  nation* 

Mr.  John  Howe  : 

Sir;  I  imagine  what  gendemen  pro- 
posed to  themselves  by  examining  the 
Convention  was  to  observe,  mdeed,  and 
point  out  any  mistakes  that  might  be  in 
jt ;  but  with  this  intention  onlvy  Uiat  they 
might  thereby  assist  and  enable  (as  is  our 
doty)  those  who  have  the  conduct  of  af- 
fairs, to  bring  them  to  the  happy  issue  of 
establishing,  by  peaceable  means,  all  our 
several  rignts,  and  more  particularly  that 
of  a  free  navigation,  subject  to  no  search ; 
determined  at  the  same  time,  if  amicable 
means  &il»  to  defend  our  rights  by  the 
strongest  methods.  But  it  seems  I  am 
mistaken,  for  the  intent  of  some  gentle- 
men proves  to  be,  to  lay  fwide  all  endea- 
vours for  peace,  and  to  enter  immediately 
upon  war;  but  1  must  be  excused  from 
joining  with  them  in  that,  and  shall  con- 
tinue my  view  of  preserving  and  secoring, 
by  amicable  means,  all  our  rights,  agree- 
anle  to  the  advice  we  ounelves  gave  his 
Majesty*  I  do  not  think,  Su-,  the  consi- 
deration of  the  Convention  itself  to  be  of 
so  extensive  a  nature  as  it  may  at  first  i^ 
pear;  I  will  therefore  confine  myself  very 
closely  to  it,  that  I  may  not  trespass  too 
long  u]M>n  the  indulgence  of  the  House: 
and  as  it  is  a  point  entirely  national,  I  will 
•xchi4e  all  considerations  but  what  are 
national ;  neither  friendship,  nor,  what  is 
yet  more  powerful,  its  contrary,  nor  any 
of  the  narrow  views  of  party,  shall  find  the 
least  admittance.  The  opinion  I  shall  de- 
liver you  will  be  that  of  a  plain  country 
genderoan,  who  lives  upon  his  rents^  and 
being  satisfied  his  rents  depend  im  the  trade 
of  the  nation,  will  be  careMno  way  to  in- 
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jura  tliat  tiade  upon  wkkid  hhevBKfwoe 
d^iends:  andasthatlstobelheciKsdO 
landed  men,  wo  oug^  to  be  mycautiMi 
in  our  proceedings  to  Avoid  eioy  ding 
that  may  any  way  obatnict  that  ^ssd  wo> 
cess  in  Uiis  negodadon,  which  it  isas  p«- 
dcularly  our  duty  to  further  and  a^ 
vance,  and  to  whidi  any  rash  or  wadfind  j 
step  may  prove  very  dmmcntal;  for  i& 
foreign  courts  give  great  attantjowtoosr 
parliamentary  proceedings caycially  tboK 
who  are  at  variance  with  us»  sod  pcdsfsl 
much  more  to  the  prooeedingsef  tfaekaer,, 
than  of  the  greater  number.  Btttitpff| 
this  head,  and  that  oi  twatioi  in  ^eaml, 
I  shall  only  repeat  the  words  sf  sv  Wil- 
liam Temple,  a  person  wdl  nned  in  » 
gociadons,  who  writing  of  a  circumstaDflr 
of  time  much  resembling  oun  says,  "  k 
will  be  always  labour  m  vain,  to  mib 
treaties  and  carry  on  negociations  sbroid, 
unless  there  is  at  home  an  union  tosop- 
port  them." 

I  last  year  gave  my  consent  to  this  mes- 
sure  for,  peace,  to  which  the  Uome  ad- 
vised his  Majesty:  but  if  I  had  net,  yeta 
it  is  by  the  advioe  ofparliaBMnt,apdhT 
the  crown's  pursuing  tost  advice,  becoor 
the  measure  of  my  country,  I  dmld  so* 
have  thouj^t  it  indispensably  my  datj  te 
contribute  to  my  country's  snccev  in  k 
Such  was  the  maxim  of  that  people,  «i» 
shewed  the  most  public  spint,  and  wb 
kept  their  liberty  the  longest.  Thts^ 
after  the  warmest  ds^utes  m  the  seoate. 
alwm  concluded,  unaniraousljr,  with  ths 
oancud  and  generous  expression,  '  Q^^ 
bene  vertaCreipublicae:'  andasaUnatiw 
agree  in  that  maxim,  I  hope  we  diall  oo« 
put  it  in  execution. 

I  proceed.  Sir,  to  the  CUmvcntioo  sa^ii; 
but  will  take  it  up  no  hidMr  than  tk  hat 
session  of  partiament,  whidi  gave  birth  te 
it,  and  will  avoid  bewildering  mysdf^  either 
in  the  labvrinth  of  treaties,  or  aocoasta. 

In  the  kst  session,  the  mtoiviQg  nitlam 
which  the  merdianta  gave  you  of  thar 
losses,  the  compassionate  sense  yoa  ex- 
pressed of  then,  and  tbejnst  indtgnadot 
that  arose  in  every  man's  breast,  mduoetf 
this  House  to  address  his  Msjeity,  TbM 
lie  would  endeavour,  by  awicaWfi  mem 
to  procure  roian^ions  oftheirknsesjo' 
security  for  llieir  ftenre  trade ;  aad  thitj 
if  those  mewurea.  shoohi  ftfl,  we  ««* 
support  him  in  such  as  he  shonld  thes  m 
neeesasiy.  Heie^  Sir,  gite  me  ksie  t> 
obaerve,  diat  we  aasnved  him  ef  oar  air 
pott  in  die  ^oN^s^  mspdat^  aB|rtDtt> 
|l^kitt«^attdMt<pl7«^M»^^ 
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ner  pn^Mbity  te  Ae  latter ;  which  a»» 
nirance  i  hope  we  ihail  make  good*  In 
:oiMequ0nee  itf  thiy  our  advioe,  negocia- 
ions  were  entered  into,  and  a  Convention 
)r  Agreement  signed,  by  whidi  a  certain 
itim  W8B  stipfuhtra  for  reparation  of  our 
osseg,  and  a  certain  time  Hmited  (a  cir- 
rumstance  not  to  be  over-looked)  in  which 
dl  other  matters  in  dispute  are  to  be  dis- 
cussed, and  setded  according  to  the  trea- 
ies  now  in  being,  and  all  power  of  treat- 
ng  to  determine  at  that  time :  this  I  think 
0  be  the  state  of  the  Convention,  and  do 
hink  the  Convention  to  be  a^eeabk  to 
nir  advice:  what  is  positive  in  it,  is  un- 
[aestionablv  lifht ;  what  is  undetermined 
Dd  left  to  be  discossed  by  the  pleoipoten- 
iaries,  no  one  can  speak  of  with  certain- 
y.  All  therefore  that  I  shall  say  on  that 
abject  is,  that  I  most  heartily  wish  the 
jvent  may  be  the  procuring  us  security 
or  all  our  rights,  and  particularly  for  that 
»f  uhinterrupted  navigation,  free  from  all 
learch :  but  as  the  event  is  in  the  breast 
if  time,  which  no  one  can  fathom,  and  as 
[  ought  to  hope  the  best,  I  can  by  no 
means  give  myself  leave  to  think  of  mak- 
ng  80  rash,  so  desperate  a  step,  as  at  once 
0  break  through  all  measures  for  peace 
dken  by  our  own  advice:  nor  can  any 
bingbemore  unwarrantable  than  to  re- 
bse  to  let  those  measures,  so  advised  by 
Kirsehr^,  be  tried  to  the  end^  of  the  no 
ODg  time,  to  which  they  are  confined, 
uid  instead  of  that  to  plunge  immediately 
nto  a  war,  which  is  the  tendencv  of  all  the 
irguments  on  the  other  side  of  the  ques- 
ion.  And  now,  Sm^  that  I  have  men- 
ioned  war^  I  cannot  but  beg  gentlemen 
0  reflect,  that  if  our  rights  can  be  pre- 
ened without  war  (and  no  one  eato  take 


m  himself  to  say  that  is  impoestble^  what 
I  load  of  blood  will  he  drew  on  his  own 
'ead,  who  shall  engi^  his  country  in  an 
ronccessary  war!  Now,  the  Convention 
tanding  thus,  it  agrees  perfect^  with  the 
idvice  we  gave  the  crown,  aind  does  fully 
warrant  the  Address  we  are  moved  to 
nake ;  and  in  which  I  could  not  but  ima- 
[ine  we  should  all  have  united ;  since  by 
t  our  rieht  of  free  navigation,  without 
<arch,  which  tome  were  jealous  was  to  be 
^ven  up,  is  so  folly  asserted  and  secured. 

The  first  and  greatest  objection  made 
»  the  Convention  is,  That  the  ministei^ 
»ave  not  begun  with  the  proper  article, 
H)r  in  a  proper  manner.  I  think,  Sir,  that 
method  must  be  undoubtedly  the  best, 
J^oich  leads  mdst  fdMj  and  safel]^  to  the 
*Mved  end ;  and  to  me  it  does  [Mainly  ap- 


pear that  the  method^  which  some  gentle 
men  think  ou^t  to  have  been  taken, 
would  have  entirely  disappointed  and  do* 
feated  it*  They  are  pleased  to  say,  that 
the  ne^odations  ought  to  have  begod  with 
the  point  of  search,  and  with  declaring  td 
Spmn,  that  if  she  would  not,  at  once,  in<^ 
stantly  give  up  that  point  to  us,  though  it 
is  the  principal  one  in  dilute  between  us, 
w«  would  not  treat  at  all  with  them. 
Surely,  Sir,  such  an  abrupt  and  arbitrary . 

Erooeeding  could  have  had  no  other  eflect 
ut  that  of  putting  an  end  at  dnce  to  all 
thoughts  of  peaceable  measures ;  such  a 
method  as  that,  no  one,  even  in  private 
life,  would  have  submitted  to ;  nor  could 
any  thing  but  confusion  have  attended  it. 
But  now  what  disadvantage  can  come  to  , 
US  by  permitting  our  right  to  be  debated  >  ' 
which  is  the  objection.  Why,  it  is  said, 
that  by  suffering  it  to  be  debated,  it  is 
weakened,  and  brought  in  doubt  Surely 
no,  Sir ;  but  on  the  contrary,  it  is  thereby  • 
strengthened  and  freed  iVom  all  doubt :  a 
good  title  always  receives  advantage  from 
examination ;  none  but  a  bad  one  flies  the 
light ;  and  had  we  refused  to  let  ours  be 
examined,  would  not  that  have  shewn  a 
doubt  of  it,  even  in  ourselves  ?  but  fur- 
ther ;  ^  not  the  Spaniards,  by  subjecting 
likewise  their  pretensions,  equally  weaken 
them  ?  they  certainly  do ;  what  advantage 
do  they  then  get  by  it  ?  none  at  all.  But 
we  get  a  manifest  advantage  by  it ;  for 
whoever  considers  the  clause  in  the  Ad- 
dress proposed  relating  to  freedom  from 
search  must  agree,  that  our  plenipotentia- 
ries cannot  now  give  that  up :  we  have 
then  this  advantage  by  permitting  our  title 
to  be  examined,  that  our  right  cannot  suf- 
fer any  diminution,  but  may  receive  a  con- 
firmation by  it.  Thus,  Sir,  it  appears 
plainly,  that  the  method  some  gentlemen 
think  ought  to  have  been  taken  would 
have  been  successless;  and  undeniably 
plain  it  is  likewise,  that  the  method  pur- 
sued has  been  attended  not  only  with  the 
success  of  procuring  restitution  for  our 
losses,  but  at  the  same  time,  and  through 
that,  with  the  further  advantage  of  draw- 
ing from  the  Spaniard  at  least  an  implied 
admission  of  our  right;  and  they  who  deny 
that,  and  treat  it  with  the  utmost  slight, 
cannot  however  dispute  but  that  iffurnishes 
us  with  a  new  argument,  and  does  open 
and  make  plain  the  way  to  a  more  formal 
recognition;  it  therefore  appears  to  me  to 
have  been  evidently  the  more  preferable 
method. 
The  next  objection^  v^hich  has  any  sheii' 
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of  weight  in  it  is,  that  a  great  sum  of  mo- 
ney in  fitting  out  a  fleet,  and  a  great  deal 
of  time  have  been  wasted,  and  had  no  ef- 
fect. As  to  the  effect  of  the  fleet,  I  de- 
sire the  gendemen  to  consider,  how  little 
Spain  is  (according  to  their  own  accounts) 
disposed  to  do  us  the  least  justice,  and 
then  I  leave  it  to  them  to  determine,  what 
influence  our  fleet  must  have  had*  And 
as  to  the  time  supposed  to  have  been 
wasted^  I  must  obscnrve,  that  less  time  will 
serve  indeed  to  do  a  wrong  than  to  do  a 
right  thing :  the  minbters  had  time  enough 
to  plunge  us  into  an  unnecessary  war ;  but 
as  to  what  time  is  required  to  adjust  and 
settle  the  numerous  and  jarring  mterests 
of  two  great  nations,  who  have  possessions 
in  all  parts  of  the  world,  they  who  are 
least  masters  of  such  a&irs,  will  be  most 
apt  to  think  it  an  easy  task  that  requires 
but  little  time.  But  further,  as  to  the 
time,  I  must  observe,  that  besides  the  re- 
stitution of  our  losses,  and  the  at  least  im- 
plied admission  of  our  right  to  be  free 
from  all  search,  more  has  been  done  in  the 
time,  than  does  at  first  appear ;  for,  in  con- 
sidering the  several  tnmgs,  in  order  to 
make  this  Convention,  most  of  the  points 
in  dispute  must  necessarily  have  received 
such  a  degree  of  discussion,  as  wiU  pre- 
pare them  for  a  more  easy  determination. 
I  cannot  therefore  think,  that  either  the 
time  or  the  money  has  been  so  mis-spenU 
In  the  light,  therefore,  that  I  see  the  Con- 
vention, and  the  objections  made  to  it,  I 
cannot  but  think  the  Address  proposed  to 
be  a  very  proper  one.  It  ^ves  me,  Sir, 
infinite  pleasure,  as  I  conceive  it  will  the 
kingdom  great  satisfiiction,  by  the  decla- 
ration in  it  against  all  search :  the  people 
have  been  blown  up  into  an  imagination 
that  their  right  of  navigation,  free  from  all 
fearch,  was  to  be  given  up  and  sacrificed ; 
and  a  very  great  ferment  has  been  raised 
in  the  nation  by  it,  which  I  hope  will  sub- 
side, when  they  see,  by  our  Address,  how 
little  foundation  such  a  report  had ;  and 
that  th<ey  will  now  rest  assured,  that  if  we 
cannot  succeed  in  our  well-intentioned 
endeavours  of  SjAvin^  them  from  that  in- 
crease of  taxes,  which  a  war  must  una- 
voidably lay  upon  them,  and  that  a  war 
shall  prove  unavoidable,  their  rights  will 
in  case  of  a  war  be  defended  with  that  re- 
solution which  always  attends  sedateness 
of  counsel,  and  is  never  found  to  accom- 
pany rash  measures.  Indeed,  Sir,  I  think 
that  in  the  present  circumstance  of  (hings 
no  other  resolution  can  reasonably  oe 
taken  by  the  House  but  that  contained  in 
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the  Address.  I  can  have  Ho  intenit  to 
injure  my  coantrv ;.  and  did  I  not  think 
this  Adm-ess  tended  to  advance  the  good 
of  it,  my  own  ^sweD  as  the  public  btereit 
would  oisincline  me  to  it:  but  as  I  do 
most  sincerely  think  it  for  the  good  of  mj 
country,  it  must  have  my  ap^^atioo. 

Mr.  Pitt : 

Sir ;  I  can  by  no  means  think  that  die 
complicated  ouestion  now  before  us  is  the 
prc^r,  the  olrect  manner  of  taking  the 
sense  of  this  Committee.  We  have  heie 
the  soft  name  of  an  humble  Address  to  the 
crown  proposed,  and  for  no  other  end  but 
to  lead  gentlemen  into  an  ttprobofewn  cf 
the  Convention.  But,  is  this  tint  full  de- 
liberate examination,  whidi  we  were,  with 
defiances,  caHed  upon  to  give  ?  ia  diis  cur- 
sory blended  disquisition  of  matten  ci 
such  variety  and  extent  all  we  owe  to  our- 
selves and  our  ccnntry  ?  when  trade  k  at 
stake  it  is  your  last  retrenchment;  jon 
must  defend  it,  or  perish ;  and  whatererk 
to  decide,  that  deserves  the  most  distinct 
conskleration,  and  the  most  direct  unlis' 
guised  sense  of  parliament.  But  how  are 
we  now  proceeding  f  upon  an  artificial, 
ministerial  question :  here  is  all  the  coafi- 
dence,  here  is  the  conscious  sense  of  the 
greatest  service  that  ever  was  done  to  tha 
country ;  to  be  complicating  questions,  to 
be  lumpmg  sanction  and  approbation,  like 
a  commissary's  accompt,  to  be  coveriof 
and  takinff  sanctuary  m  the  royal  nsae, 
instead  of  meeting  openly,  and  standing 
fiurly,  the  direct  judgment  and  sentence 
of  parliament  upon  the  several  articles  tf 
this  Ccmvention. 

Sir,  you  have  been  moved  to  vote  aa 
humble  Address  of  Thanka  to  his  Majatr 
for  a  measure,  which  (I  will  appeal  to  gen- 
tlemens*  converMtion  in  the  worid)  ia  odi- 
ous throughout  the  kinpidom :  such  thaub 
are  onlj^  due  to  the  mtal  influence  that 
framed  it,  as  are  due  for  that  low,  nnallied 
condition  abroad,  which  ia.  now  made  a 
plea  for  this  Convention.  To  whst  are 
gentlemen  reduced  in  support  of  it?  ia^ 
try  a  little  to  defend  it  upon  its  own  me- 
rits ;  if  that  is  not  tenable,  throw  out  p- 
neral  terrors;  the  house  of  Bouiboo  s 
united,  who  knows  the  consequence  of  a  | 
war  i  Sir,  Spain  knows  the  consequescr 
of  a  war  in  America ;  whoever  gtia^  i^ 
must  prove  fatal  to  her :  she  knows  it,aKi 
must  therefore  avoid  it ;  but  she  hnovi 
England  does  not  dare  to  make  it  Atd 
what  is  a  delay,  which  is  all  this  magni^eii 
Convention  is  sometimes  caQed,  to  pra- 
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duce?  can  it  produce  such  ccmjuncturet 
as  those  you  )oet»  while  you  were  giving 
kinedoms  to  Spain,  and  all  to  bring  her 
back  again  to  that  great  branch  of  the 
houBe  of  Bouibooy  which  is  now  thrown 
out  to  you  .with  so  much  terror  ?  If  this 
anion  be  fonniclabley  are  we  to  delay  only 
till  it  beannes  more  formidable,  by  being 
carried  farther  into  execution,  and  more 
itrongly  cemented  ?  But  be  it  what  it  will, 
is  this  any  longer  a  nation,  or  what  is  an 
Bnglish  parliament,  if  with  more  ships  in 
four  harbours  than  in  all  the  navies  of 
Europe,  with  above  two  millions  of  people 
in  your  American  colonies,  you  will  bear 
to  near  of  the  expediency  of  receiving 
Tom  Spain  an  insecure,  unsatisfactory, 
lishonourable  Convention  ?  Sir,  I  call  it 
30  more  than  it  has  been  proved  in  this 
lebate;  it  carries  fallacy  or  downright 
mbjection  in  almost  every  line :  it  has 
)een  laid  open  and  exposed  in  so  many 
itrong  and  glaring  lights,  that  I  can  pre- 
end  to  add  nothing  to  the  conviction  and 
ndi^nation  it  has  raised. 

Sir,  as  to  the  great  national  objection, 
he  Searching  your  Ship,  ihat  favourite 
¥ord,  as  it  was  called,  is  not  omitted,  in- 
ieed,  in  the  preamble  to  the  Convention, 
)ut  it  stands  there  as  the  reproach  of  the 
^hole,  as  the  strongest  evidence  of  the 
kal  submission  that  follows :  on  the  part 
)f  Spain,  an  usurpation,  an  inhuman  tv- 
lumy  claimed  and  exercised  over  the 
American  seas ;  on  the  part  of  England, 
in  undoubted  right  by  treaties  and  from 
jod  and  nature,  declared  and  asserted  in 
he  Resolutions  of  narliament,  are  referred 
0  die  discussion  of^plenipoteotiaries,  upon 
me  and  the  same  equal  foot.  Sir,  I  say 
his  undoubted  right  is  to  be  discussed  and 
0  be  regulated.  And  if  to  regulate  be  to 
)rescril^  rules,  ^as  in  all  construction  it 
»)  this  right  is,  oy  the  express  words  of 
his  Convention,  to  be  given  up  and  sacri- 
iced ;  for  it  must  cease  to  be  any  things 
rom  the  moment  it  is  Submitted  to  limits. 

The  qourt  of  Spain  has  plainly  told  you 
as  appears  by  papers  upon  the  table)  you 
ball  steer  a  due  course,  you  shall  navi- 
;ate  by  a  line  to  and  from  your  plantations 
n  America ;  if  you  draw  near  to  her  coasts, 
though  from  the  circumstances  of  that 
navigation  vou  are  under  an  unavoidable 
necessity  or  doins  it)  you  shall  be  seized 
tnd  confiscated :  if  then  upon  these  terms 
»nly  she  has  consented  to  refer,  what  bo- 
urnes at  once  of  all  the  security  we  are 
lattered  with  in  consequence  of  t»is  refer* 
'ace?  plenipotentiaries  are  to  regulate  fi- 
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nally  the  Respective  pi^tekisions  of  the  two 
crowns,. with  regard  to  tnfie  and  naviga- 
tion in  America ;  but  does  a  man  in  Spain 
reason  that  these  pretensions  must  be  re* 

f  dated  to  the  satisfaction  and  honour  of 
ngland?  no.  Sir;  they  conclude,  and 
with  reason,  from  the  high  spirit  of  their 
administration,  from  the  superiority  with 
which  they  have  so  long  treated  you,  that 
this  reference  must  end,  as  it  has  begun, 
to  their  honour  and  advantage. 

But  gentlemen  say,  the  treaties  subsist- 
ing  are  to  be  the  measure  of  this  regulation. 
Sir,  as  to  treaties,  I  will  take  part  of  the 
words  of  sir  William  Temple,  quoted  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  near  me,  *  It  is  vain  to 
negociate  and  make  treaties,'  if  there  ia 
not  dignity  and  vigour  to  enforce  the  ob* 
servance  of  them ;  for  under  the  miscon- 
struction and  misinterpretation  of  these 
very  treaties  subsisting,  this  intolerable 
grievance  has  arisen ;  it  has  been  growing 
upon  you  treaty  afler  treaty,  Uirough  20 
years  of  negociation,  and  even  under  the 
discussion  of  commissaries  to  whom  it  waa 
referred.  You  have  heard  from  captain 
Vau^han  at  your  bar,  at  what  time  these 
injuries  and  indignities  were  continued ;  as 
a  kind  of  explanatory  comment  upon  the 
Convention  Spain  has  thought  fit  to  grant 
you;  as  anotner  insolent  protest,  under 
the  validity  and  force  of  which  she  has 
suffered  this  Convention  to  be  proceeded 
on.  <  We  will  treat  witli  you,  but  we  will 
search  and  take  your  ships ;  we  will  sign  a 
Convention,  but  we  will  keep  your  subjects 
prisoners,  prisoners  in  old  Spam ;  the  West 
Indies  are  remote,  Europe  shall  be  witness 
how  we  use  you.* 

Sir,  as  to  the  inference  of  an  admis- 
sion of  our  right  not  to  be  searched, 
drawn  from  a  reparation  made  for  shipia 
unduly  seized  ana  confiscated,  I  think  that 
argument  is  very  inconclusive.  The  right 
clmmed  b  v  Spain  to  search  our  ships  is  one 
thing,  ana  the  excesses  admitted  to  have 
been  committed,  in  consequence  of  this 
pretended  right,  is  another;  but  surely. 
Sir,  reasoning;  from  inferences  and  inipli« 
cation  only,  is  below  the  difffiit^  of  your 
proceedings,  upon  a  right  en  this  vast  im- 
portance. What  this  reparation  is,  wh^t 
sort  of  composition  for  your  losses,  forced 
upon  you  by  Spain  in  an  instance  that  hai 
come  to  light,  where  your  own  commissar 
ries  could  not  in  conscience  decide  against 
your  cltdm,  has  fulW  appeared  upon  exr 
aminadon :  and  ^s  for  tne  payment  of  the 
sum  stipulated,  (all  but  27,0002.  and  that 
too  subject  to  a  drawback)  it  is  endentljr 
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a  iUlaciouB,  nonifaial  pajnotiiiC  ofily.    I  wiB 
not  attempt  to  eater  into  the  4etail  of  a 
dark,  oonfused,  and  scareelj  inteHigMe 
aceompt ;  I  will  only  beg  leave  to  concicule 
trith  one  word  upon  it,  in  the  light  of  a  sub- 
misfiion,  as  well  as  of  an  adequate  repara- 
•  tioa.    Spain  stipulates  to  pay  to  the  crown 
•f  Endand  95fiO0l.  by  a  preUminarv  pro- 
test of  the  king  of  Spain,  the  Soutn  Sea 
Company  is  at  onceto  pay  68,000/.  of  it;  if 
they  refuse,  ^pain,  I  admit,  is  still  to  pay  the 
95,000^.:  but  how  does  it  stand  then?  The 
Assiento  contract  is  to  be  suspended :  you 
areto  purchase  thissumatthe  price  of  anex- 
elusive  trade,  pursuant  to  a  national  treaty, 
and  of  an  immense  debt  of  God  knows  how 
atony  hundred  thousand,  pounds  due  from 
Spain  to  the  South  Sea  Company.    Here, 
Sir,  is  the  submission  of  Spain  by  the  pay- 
ment of  a  st^ulated  sum ;  a  tax  laid  upon 
subjects  of  fin^land,  under  the  severest 
penalties,  wtdi  the  reciprocal  accord  of  an 
En^ish  minister,  as  a  preliminary  that  the 
Convention  may  be  signed;  a  condition 
imposed  by  Spiain  in  the  most  absolute  im- 
perious manner,  and  received  by  the  mi- 
nisters of  England  in  the  most  tame  and 
abject.    Can  any  verbal  distinctions,  any 
evasions  whatever,  possibly  explain  away 
this  public  infamy?    To  whom  would  we 
iisgmse  it  ?   To  ourselves  and  to  the  na- 
tion :  I  wish  we  could  hide  it  from  the 
eyes  of  every  court  in  Europe :  they  see 
Spain  hfis  talked  to  you  like  your  master, 
they  see  this  arbitrary  fundamental  condi- 
tion, and  it  must  stand  with  distinction, 
Ivith  a  pre-eminence  of  shame  as  a  part 
even  of  this  Convention. 

This  Convention,  Sir,  I  think  from  my 
soul  is  nothing  but  a  stipulation  for  na- 
tional ignominy ;  an  illusory  expedient  to 
baffle  the  resentment  of  the  nation;  a 
truce  without  a  suspension  of  hostilities  on 
(he  part  of  Spain ;  on  the  part  of  England, 
a  suspension,  as  to  Georgia,  of  the  first 
law  of  nature,  self-preservation  and  self- 
defence;  a  surrenaer  of  the  riehts  and 
trade  of  England  to  the  mercy  otplenipo- 
tentiaries,  and  in  this  infbitely  hignestand 
sacred  point,^ture  security,  not  only  in- 
adeouate,  but  directly  repugnant  to  die 
Resolutions  of  pariiament,  and  the  gracious 
promise  from  the  throne.  The  complaints 
of  your  despairing  merchants,  the  voice  of 
-England  has  condemned  it :  be  the  guilt 
of  It  upon  the  head  of  the  adviser:  God 
forbid  that  this  Committee  should  share 
the  guilt  by  approving  it ! 

Mr.  Li/teUon  : 

Sir ;  from  some  words  diat  fell  ftom  an 
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hen.  meiaft«rwhospokisfalliiidebrtB)I 
shaH  begin  by  wtsMhg  In  the  meit  aokutt 
manner,  by  making  it  mj  most  ardcat 
prayer,  tluH  the  mercantile  intefett  n*7  b* 
Ihe  only  bias  of  our  deliberations  to-day ; 
and  that  neither  the  interest  ef  ft  pu^t 
nor  much  less  that  of  any  sing^  oMih,  nay 
prevail  over  this,  which  is  the  natkMl 
concern:  for  then  we  shall  do  oar  dnty  in 
this  gfeat  affiiir,  and  our  dedMon  6f  it  wS 
do  homrar  to  parliament.  But  beivre  I 
enter  fmrther  mto  this  debate,  I  beg  leave 
to  take  notice  <^  some  words  that  dropi 
from  an  hon.  gentleman,  who  wp6ke  the 
fifst  upon  this  quesdon^  and  wbidi  I  lieaid 
with  the  deepest  concern. 

After  he  had  used  many  argonaenis  to 
persuade  us  to  peace,  to  any  peaee  good 
or  bad,  by  painting  out  the  dancefa  of  a 
war,  (dangers  I  by  no  means  alloir  to  be 
what  he  represents  then)  he  crowned  all 
those  terrors  with  the  name  of  tiie  Pre- 
tender. It  would  be  the  cause  of  Ihe  A«- 
tender;  the  Ptetender  woeld cone !  isdie 
hon.  gentleman  sensible  what  tiife  Intgoage 
im^CHrts?  ThepeopleofEndaiiAoMnplaii) 
ofdhegreatestwrongsaadindignfltieB;  th^* 
compkon  of  the  interruption,  the  destnK- 
tion  of  their  trade;  they  think  tfaia  peace 
has  left  them  in  a  worse  condition  Uum  be* 
fore;  and  in  answer  to  all  these  <MNnplaints» 
what  are  they  told  ?  why,  that  tlidr  conti- 
nuing to  suffer  idl  this,  is  the  price  ^ey 
must  pay  to  keep  the  king  and  hk  hmiSlj 
on  ihe  throne  of  these  tealms*  If  lh» 
were  true,  it  ought  not  to  be  owned.  ^H 
it  strengthen  the  family  to  have  it  be- 
lieved ?  But  it  is  &r  from  true ;  the  verv 
reverse  of  it  is  true  :  nothing  can  weakea 
the  family,  nothing  can  shake  the  establiali- 
mcnt,  but  such  ihtasures  as  Uiese,  and  su^ 
language  as  this.  ^ 

Sir,  I  know  who  hears  me,*  ffldd  for  that 
reason  I  speak.  The  hon.  gentleman  w)m 
first  mdved  you  this  qaestion,  and  soiae 
gentlemen  since,  have  strongly  insisted, 
and  it  was  the  sum  of  all  their  ar^ument% 
that  our  right  not  to  be  searched  is  not  re^ 
ferred  to  uie  discussion  of  plenipotentifr> 
ries ;  they  are  only,  it  ^eema,  to  consider 
how  to  remedy  grievances.  What  griev» 
ances.  Sir,  do  the  gentlemen  mean  ?  the 
grievances  of  England !  They  admit  but  <d 
one  remedy,  a  very  short  and  simple  oar« 
and  which  wants  no  consideration :  thst 
our  ships  shall  not  be  searched  opon  sbt 
pretence.  This  alone  can  go  to  the  iM 
of  our  grievances;  all  less  than  Ihb  ii 

*  The  Prince  of  Wales  wss  In  the  CArj 
daring  the  Debate. 
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rifling,  hunfiil,  fatal  to  commerce.  Do 
hey  mean  the  grievances  of  Spain  ?  The 
IJicit  trade  i^  the  remedy  for  that,  too,  is 
Jready  provided;  it  is  already  settled  by 
»ur  treaties  witli  Spain,  that  we  are  not  to 
radc  in  their  ports  and  havens  in  Ame- 
ica ;  but  if  our  ships  are  found  there,  they 
sust  be  confiscated.  Is  not  this  sufficient  r 
defy  the  hon.  gentleman  who  has  so  much 
kill  in  negociation,  to  discover  another 
xpedient  to  secure  the  Spaniards  from  il- 
icit  trade,  which  will  not  be  destructive  to 
be  lawful  trade  of  Great  Britain ;  and,  I 
lope  we  shall  be  more  solicitous  for  our 
•wn  than  for  theirs.  The  hon.  gentleman 
aid,  the  settlinc  this  wo\ild  take  up  some 
ime  t  it  will  ixideed.  Sir,  for  it  will  never 
le  settled ;  it  is  morally  impossible  it  can 
ver  be  settled ;  and  tnerefore,  I  think  it 
night  not  to  have  been  brought  into  dis^ 
(ute.  Had  we  proceeded  conformably  to 
he  intentions  of  parliament,  we  should 
ither  have  acted  with  vigour,  or  have  ch- 
ained a  real  security,  m  an  express  ac- 
uiowledgment  of  our  right  not  to  be 
earcheC  9S  a  preliminary  nne  qu6  nmt  to 
mr  treating  at  all.  This  we  ougnt  to  have 
nsisted  on  in  the  words  of  I^  Quadra's 
Protest  ^which  is  the  prelimiaary  sine  qu^ 
vm  of  toat  crown)  we  ought  to  have  in* 
iisted  on  it  in  those  very  words,  as  **  the 
precise  and.  essential  means  to  overcome 
he  80  much  debated  disputes,  and  that  on 
he  validity  and.  force  of  this  express  ac- 
uiowledgment,  the  signing  the  Conven*^ 
ion  may  be  proceededon, and  in  no  otlier* 
nanoer."  Instead  of  this,  what  have  we 
lone?  we  have  referred  it  to  plem'poten* 
iaries.  Is  not  this  weakening  our  right  ? 
^auld  you.  Sir,  submit  to  a  reference, 
vhetfaer  you  may  travel  unmolested  from 
^our  house  in  town  to  your  house  in  the 
»untry  ?  yoor  right  is  clear  and  undeni- 
ible,  why  would  you  have  it  discussed? 
^ut  mocn  less  would  you  refer  it,  if  two 
)f  your  judges  belonged  to  a  gtfng,  which 
las  often  stopped  and  robbed  you  in  your 
ray  thither  bdbre.  Things  tnat  are*  of  a 
uture  to  admit  of  temperaments  in  each 
tarty  may  recede  from  their  respective 
Ketensions,  and  come  to  a  medium  to 
:onclude  the  dispute;  such  thnigs  allow  of 
I  discussion,  and  rnay  be  referred ;  but 
when  nll^edium  can  be  found,  when  the 
i^use  admits  of  no  temperaments,  where  to 
recede  <me  tittle,  is  to  give  up  the  ques- 
tion, there  to  agree  to  a  discussion,  is  to 
endanger  the  whole:  at  best, it  can  end  in 
nothing  bmt  in  both  sides  adhering  to  their 
'teni|i|nd  laaving  »11  iaMiM:ertaip^y,t<a  gp 
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on  as  before.     Andean  any  thing  worsf 
befel  us'?  Is  not  this  destruction  itself? 

Oh  but,  said  the  hpn.  gentleman,  we 
have  gained  a  ereat  point,  in  bringing 
Spain  to  acknowledge,  by  the  preseiU  Con- 
vention, that  grievances  have  arisen  in  the 
searching  of  ships,  and  that  means  to  re- 
medy these  grievances  ought  to  be  found 
out!  Sir,  was  this  ever  denied?  Did  Spain 
ever  deny,  t^at  her  Guarda  Costas  na^ 
sometimes  committed  excesses,  that  i^ 
searched  a  little  too  wantonly,  ^one  alittlp 
too  far,  made  some  irregular  seuures,  and 
that  this  ought  to  be  remedied  ?  All  this 
is  expressly  confessed  in  La  Quadjra's  Let- 
ter to  JVlr.  Keene,  dated  tlie  10th  of 
February  )ast  jear.  before  we  sent  out  our 
fleets,  and  that  orders  sliould  be  given  for 
reparation,  when  such  excesses  are  proved. 
But  does  this  amount,  or  do  the  words  of 
the  treaty  amount  to  any  thing  like  a  de- 
parting from  their  pretension  to  search^ 
sioi  tney  are  only  a  modification  of  it  tp 
a  certain  deeree,  which  is  a  defence  of  th^ 
practice  itself,  and  we  thought  so  last  year, 
or  why  did  we  jud^e  that  Letter  so  unsa- 
tisfactory? But,  Sir,  pray  consider,  our 
right  not  to  be  searched  is  a  very  short 
point,  wants  no  discussion,  does  not  de^' 
pend  upon  arguments  of  any  difficulty  to 
examine  or  to  comprehend.  The  kine  of 
Spain  must  have  known,  for  this  twelve- 
month at  least,  what  he  ought  to  think  of 
it,  and  whether  he  will  yield  it  or  no.  The 
only  imasinable  reason  of  his  chicaning  so 
long  is,  mat  he  suspected  a  weakness  in 
the  counsels  of  England.  What  was  then  ^ 
only  suspicion,  is  now  turned  ipto  cer- 
tainty; and  if  that  will  make  him  morp 
pliant,  it  is  easy  to  judge. 

As  we  go  on  with  our  politics,  so  will 
the  Spaniards  with  theirs.  Ours  have  beep 
to  procrastinate,  to  put  off  a  war  at  anjr 
rate,  to  live  upon  dad^  expedients,  to  en- 
dure and  to  treat :  theirs  have  been  to  fool 
us  with  the  name  of  peace,  and  to  commit 
all  sorts  of  hostilities  on  our  merchants  and 
trade,  to  plunder  and  butcher  the  former, 
and  tp  rum  the  last.  Thus  it  has  been ; 
thus  it  will  continue  to  be.  How  we  find 
our  account  iii  it  I  am  unable  to  s^iiess ! 
How  Spain  finds  hers  in  it,  is  too  plain  at 
first  signt !  If  that  court  were  bent  upon 
undoing  thb  nation,  they  need  only  leay^ 
us  to  the  conduct  we  hold.  What  could 
they  desire  better,  than  for  eighteen  years 
more  to  interrupt  our  navigation,  and  de- 
stroy our  trade,  put  us  to  the  charge  of 
half  a  doaen  pacipc  fleets,  furnish  us  wit^ 
a  pretence  ^r  a  numerous  standing  anogr 
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to  consume  us  at  hbtne,  render  us  the 
scorn  of  Europe,  and  at  last,  to  make  us 
amends,  account  with  us  so  as  to  receive 
or  detain  much  more  than  they  sive,  and 
keep  the  claim'  subsisting  upon  which  they 
robbed  us  so  long?  But  it  would  be  better 
for  England  to  submit  at  once,  throw  up 
the  trade  to  our  colonies,  and  the  colonies 
themselves,  than  to  leave  our  merchants 
exposed  to  such  inhuman  cruelties,  and 
^uner  ouf selves  to  be  mocked  with  forms 
of  justice  and  law,  whUe  we  are  the  prey 
and  sport  of  all  injustice  and  violence,  or 
with  msignificant  treaties,  which  instead  of 
givin|;  us  security  serve  as  a  pretext  and 
sanction  for  all  future  injuries. 

But  we  are  desired  to  have  confidence, 
to  have  hopes  in  the  wisdom  and  success 
of  the  measures  which  his  Majesty  is  ad- 
vised to  pursue.  Sir,  the  people  of  Eng- 
land fear  much  more  than  tney  hope.  And 
have  not  they  reason  ?  What  can  a  review 
of  the  past  produce,  but  dread  of  the  fu- 
ture? Have  not  these  depredations  for 
these  20  years  increased  year  after  year  ? 
How  many  fleets  have  been  sent  out  in 
that  time  ?  What  were  they  to  do  for  us  ? 
To  persuade  the  Spaniards.  To  what  did 
they  persuade  them  ?  To  make  conven- 
tions and  treaties.  What  have  we  got  by 
those  treaties  ?  New  and  greater  msults 
and  wrongs.  This  was  enough  to  induce 
us  to  suspect  even  last  year,  that  with  all 
bur  appearances  of  vigour,  we  should  do 
nothing  efiPectual;  but  those  suspicions, 
were  borne  down  by  the  strong  assurances 
given,  tliat  we  shotud  not  meet  here  again 
and  find  nothing  done.  What  has  been 
€one.  Sir?  What  is  the  fruit  of  our  arma- 
ment? A  temporary  expedient,  a  poor, 
unsafe  jprocrastmation,  a  shamefiil  barter 
of  our  future  security,  for  the  name  of  res- 
titution, which,  indeed,  we  make  to  our- 
selves. I  will  not  tire  you  with  repeating 
what  has  been  so  fully  made  out;  but 
when  I  compare  this  nominal,  this  ridicu- 
lous satisfaction,  with  the  serious  risk  we 
run  of  losing  our  most  valuable  rights,  I 
dare  be  bold  to  say,  nd  other  nation  under 
lieaven  ever  staked  their  honour  and  inte- 
rest against  such  counters  as  these.  And 
are  we  to  go  on  still  hoping,  trusting  still 
in  spite  of  experience  ?  Are  our  resent- 
ments perpetually  to  be  jplayed  with  in 
this  manner,  shifted  off  from  expedient 
to  expedient,  and  from  session  to  session, 
adjourned  from  one  treaty  to  another,  and 
«o  on  to  a  third  ?  If  you  do  not  like  this, 
you  shall  the  next ;  and.  when  that  comes, 
if  you  do  not  like  that  neitJier,  you  may 


go  to  war.    Is  this  the  language  to  be  held 
to  a  parliament  ? 

But  gentlemen  ask,  what  have  yoa  tort 
by  deferring  your  war  ?  What  have  we 
lost  ?  All  that  we  gave  to  make  it  last  year. 
We  have  lost  much  too  of  our  reputadon, 
much  of  the  esteem  of  mankind,  mudi  of 
the  affection  of  our  people,  which  is  the 
worst  of  all  losses.  But  I  beg  leave  tossy, 
in  answer  to  a  great  deal  rf  reaaoning 
which  I  have  heani  from  many  gentlemen, 
and  heard  with  ereat  pain,  tluit  the  ques- 
tion is  not,  whether  war  or  peace  be  more 
eligible ;  the  question  now  u  aboat  main- 
taining your  rights.  If  Spain  believed  us 
in  earnest,  if  she  did  not  depend  upon  oar 
timidity,  it  is  scarce  conceivme  this  duxild 
cost  us  a  war.  But  if  it  did  bring  on  one, 
it  is  a  war  of  necessity,  and  it  is  a  war,  ia 
which  our  neighbours  have  a  coamKn 
cause  with  us.  What  was  said  of  the  wv 
against  the  pirates,  it  would  be  *  BeDum 
omnium  gentium.'  Would  France  take 
arms  to  overturn  a  general  right,  which  it 
is  as  much  her  interest  to  support  as  oun? 
Would  she  fight  to  establish  in  the  crown 
of  Spain  a  power  destructive  to  the  free* 
dom  of  commerce,  and  a  supreme  dominioa 
in  the  American  seas ;  or  to  impose  thst 
upon  England,  which  she  must  refuse  fiv 
herself?  Upon  the  foot  of  all  treaties  this 
is  quite  impossible :  we  must  be  used  as 
the  '  Gens  amicissima' ;  if  France,  or  any 
other  nation,  shall  retain  this  right  for 
themselves,  they  retain  it  for  us  too ;  it  is 
ours  by  consequence.  Will  she  break  aB 
treaties,  then,  to  take  it  awa^  ?  This  would 
be  acting  with  a  spirit  or  violence,  which 
does  not  seem  to  be  in  her  now,  aod  which, 
whenever  it  shews  itself,  must  unite  all  En- 
rope  to  oppose  its  effects.  Should  not  we 
find  one  rriend  among  so  manj  allies? 
Have  we  negodated  all  the  world  into 
enemies,  united  them  all  to  our  destruc- 
tion ?  If,  bv  the  conduct  of  our  ministers, 
things  are  brought  to  such  an  extremitr, 
that  we  are  redaced  to  the  necessity  of 
perishing  in  the  just  defence  of  our  rights, 
or  of  perishing  equally  by  losing  them, 
the  choice  is  eas^  to  make ;  let  us  perish 
like  men,  and  with  swords  in  our  hands. 
But  do  not  let  us  have  the  weakness  to  ex- 
pect our  safety  from  those,  who  have 
brought  a  flourishing  nation  to  such  t 
dreadful  alternative.  What  is  this  wretched 
reprieve  that  we  have  begged  for  eight 
months  ?  Will  that  do  us  any  good,  &*? 
Will  that  be  worth  our  acceptance?  Da 
we  realy  flatter  ourselves  that  we  now  are 
atpeaae?  Peace  is  a 
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leitedeDJaymentofourriffhts.  ButpNcace, 
at  the  expence  of  rigkts,  of  essential  rights, 
peace  exposed  to  insuhs,  peace  exposed  to 
injuries,  is  the  most  abject,  is  the  most  de* 
plorable,  is  the  mqst  calamitous  circum- 
stance of  human  affiiirs.  It  is  the  worst 
effect  that  could  be  produced  from  the 
most  unsuccessful,  the  most  ruinous  war. 
No  nation  should  submit  to  it,  while  it  can 
hold  up  its  head :  but  to  such  a  one  have 
we  submitted,  without  striking  a  stroke, 
and  in  a  condition  to  defend  ourselves,  not 
against  the  Spaniards  alone,  but,  if  our 
fitrenath  were  wisely  exerted,  against  any 
enemies,  whom  in  such  a  quarrelwe  might 
have  to  oppose,  notwithstanding  all  the 
terrors  now  thrown  out  to  make  us  believe, 
that  the  nation  itself  is  as  weak  as  our  ene- 
mies may  think  the  counsels  that  govern 
It.  Yet,  though  the  weakness  is  not  in  us, 
we  must  suffer  the  shame  of  it,  and  all  the 
mischiefs  attending  upon  loss  of  honour  to 
a  nation.  With  vniat  contempt  and  inso- 
lence are  we  used  bv  Spain,  when  in  the 
same  treaty  where  she  stipulated  that  we 
ahall  not  have  liberty  to  fortify  Charles- 
town  itself,  which  is  as  undoubtedly  ours 
as  London  or  York,  that  we  must  not  dare 
to  dig  a  ditch  about  it  till  thb  discussion  is 
past ;  she  has  not  granted  us  a  short  sus- 
pension of  hostilities,  a  temporary  ob- 
servance of  treaties  in  not  searching  our 
ships  i  So  that,  far  from  having  a  peace, 
we  have  not  eot  so  much  as  a  truce.  For 
sure  the  worthy  member  over  the  way  did 
not  believe  himself  when  he  argued,  that 
to  have  asked  a  cessation  of  injuries  would 
have  been  allowing  their  claim.  .If  a  man 
were  at  law  with  me  for  my  estate,  without 
any  title  at  all,  and  the  case  was  referred 
to  arbitrators,  should  I  let  him  cut  down 
my  woods  and  make  what  waste  he  pleased, 
tiu  the  suit  was  decided,  for  fear  he  should 
interpret  the  forbidding  it,  as  an  admission 
of  his  claim  ?  Sure  an  acquiescence  under 
It  would  admit  it  much  more. 

But,  Sir,  the  worst  of  all  indignities  is 
his  Catholic  majesty's  behaviour  with  re- 
gard to  the  South  Sea  Company  in  La 
Quadra's  IVotest.  That  he  should  not 
deign  to  submit  his  accounts  with  them  to 
a  reference,  to  which  we  have  submitted 
things  of  such  infinite  consequence,  as  the 
right  we  have  to  our  dominions,  and  the 
security  of  our  trade ;  that  he  should  va- 
lue our  friendship  so  little,  as  not  even  to 
erant  us  this  treaty,  imless  out  of  an  un- 
liquidated account  the  part  he  claims  be 
instantly  paid,  without  any  r^|;ard*to  the 
tmlance,  or  that  upm  a  tmadot  this,  he 


shall  deprive  the  company  of  their  trade ; 
that  this  should  be  the  only  condition  of 
his  agreeing  to  sisn  this  Convention,  and 
that  we  should  taxe  it  on  these  terms  is 
indeed  astonishing,  even  to  those  who  are 
used  to  consider  the  repeated  insults  of 
Spain,  and  the  hdbitual  tameness  of  £ng- 
hmd. 

Sir,  I  entirely  agree  to  what  has  been 
said  b^  some  genUemen,  that  the  non- 
comphance  of  the  Company  to  this  mon- 
strous demand  will  not  forfeit  what  is  stipu- 
lated to  be  paid  to  ojir  merchants,  nor 
directly  annul  the  Convention.  To  be 
sure,  it  will  not.  But  the  penalty  annext 
to  it,  is  the  depriving  the  Company,  during 
the  pleasure  of  Spain,  of  the  benefits  of 
the  Assiento  trade,  and  probably  too  the 
loss  of  their  debt,  aguast  right  and  jus« 
tice,  and  the  sense  of  all  treaties.  Will 
our  government  admit  of  this  ?  ^  Will  tfiey 
agree  to  it  as  just?  If  they  do,  it  is  evi- 
dent, this  great  body  of  our  countrymen 
are  put  out  of  his  Majestjr's  protection, 
and  left  at  the  mercy  of  Spam;  and  it 
is  no  less  evident,  that  we  buy  this 
Convention  at  the  expence  of  a  great 
national  interest,  and  by  a  breach  of 
national  faith,  of  the  honour  and  justice 
of  parliament,  which  has  sold  and  con- 
firmed this  trade  to  the  company.  To 
say  this  is  not  an  Article,  what  will  that 
avafl?  It  is  much  stronger  than  an  artide, 
as  it  is  the  base  of  the  whole.  It  is  much 
worse  than  an  article,  as  the  doing  it  in 
this  way  has  an  air  of  tricking  and  evasion, 
that  would  shame  an  attorney.  Gentle- 
men may  distinguish  and  refine  as  mudi  as 
they  please,  but  on  this  dirty  foundation 
this  Convention  does  stand.  If  every 
Other  part  of  it  were  as  good  as  it  is  bad 
and  dishonourable,  this  alone  should  oblige 
us  to  reject  it  with  scorn.  With  scorn. 
Sir,  let  us  reject  it,  that  to  all  we  have 
suffered  before,  to  all  the  accumulated  in- 
sults that  were  ever  heaped  on  a  nation,  a 
worse  dishonour  may  not  be  added,  and 
that  dishonour  fall  upon  the  parliament. 
And  therefore  I  heartily  give  my  negative 
to  this  question. 

Sir  Robert  JValpok: 

Sir;  I  am  sorry  to  hear  a  question  of 
this  kind  treated  by  one  side  as  tliis  has 
been.  It  has  been  objected  to  the  Con- 
vention, that  it  is  not  a  definitive  treaty. 
No,  it  is  not ;  but  it  has  been  proved  that 
it  has  laid  the  foundation  for  a  definitive 
treaty;  and  a  foundation.  Sir,  that  must 
prove  lasting  to  this  nation, .  and  do 
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honour  to  every  i)er8on,  tnimster  or  otfaen, 
who  have  been  instrumental  in  carrying 
this  negociation  on.    For  my  own  part, 
Sir,  the  ^eatest  honour  I  expect  in  suc- 
ceeding times  isy  that  it  shall  be  mentioned 
that  ly  when  a  minister,  endeavoured- by 
this  Convention  to  extricate  my  country 
out  of  the  most  disagreeal^e  situation  shie 
perhaps  ever  was  in,  that  of  gqing  to  war 
with  a  nation  with  whom  it  is  her  greatest 
interest  to  be  at  peace;  and  at  a  time  too, 
when  her  doubtful  situation  with  her  n^igh- 
'  hours  leaves  her  very  little  room  to  hope 
for  any  assistance  but  from  her  own  power. 
Gentlemen  have  already  heard  in  what 
situation  we  are  with  regard  to  the  other 
powers  of  Europe ;  they  have  heard  that 
some .  of  them  are  not  in  a  condition  to 
give  us  any  assistance ;  and  others,  though 
they  are  in  a  condition  to  assist  us,  will  be 
very  ready  to  do  us  all  the  ill  offices  that 
are  in  their  power  in  case  of  a  war  with 
Spain.    In  this  situation,  Sir,  we  have  but 
a  very  melancholy  prospect  of  success.    If 
we  were  indeed  free  of  debt,  if  the  nation 
were  united  within  itself,  and  if  we  had 
nothing  to  dread  but  li'om  Spain,  I  should 
be  very  little  apprehensive  aoout  the  con- 
sequences of  our  declaring  war  at  present. 
But  at  the  same  time,  Sir,  a  war  with 
Spain,  after  the  concessions  she  has  made 
by  this  very  Convention,  would  on  our  parts 
be  unjust,  and  if  it  is  unjust,  it  must  be  im- 
politic and  dishonourable.     I  can  easily 
perceive   by  what  arts,   apd  by  whose 
means,  all  tne  clamour  about  this  Conven- 
tion has  been  rais^ ;  but  I  am  resolved, 
^Sir,  wliile  t  have  the  honour  to  serve  his 
Majesty  in  the  station  I  am  in,  to  let  no 
popular  clamour  get  the  better  of  what  I 
thmk  is  for  my  country's  good.    As  a  mi- 
nister, I  can  have  very  little  to  dread  froip 
our  declaring  war  with  Spain,  nay,  if  I 
had  nothing  but  my  own  ease  aad  mterest 
to  consult,  it  would  be  the  safest  and  most 
advantageous  measure  for  me  that  could 
be  pursued;  but  I  shall  never  be  for  our 
sacrificing  our  real  interests  for  the  pursuits 
of  military  glory  ;  and  though  I  nave  as 
great  a  reg^d  as  any  gentleman  possibly 
can  have  for  those  who  have  the  honour 
to  serve  his  Majesty  in  a  military  charac- 
ter, yet  while  I  have  any  thing  to  say  in 
his  Majesty's  councils,  I  shall  always  be 
against  leaving  it  in  their  breasts  to  aecide 
the  question  oi  peace  and  war.    This  na- 
tion, as  has  been  observed  by  gentlemen 
who  have  q^oken  against  our  coming  to 
this  Resolution,  is  a  trading  nation,  and 
the  pcosperity  of  her  tiad^  is  what  ought 
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to  be  prineipalK^  in  tbe^e  of  eveiy  p^- 
tleman  in  this  House,  laerefore,  geS^ 
men,  even  upon  the  supposition  tut  this 
Convention  has  not  so  efiectoaliy  Answered 
the  expectations  of  this  Hoose^  ou^  to 
consider  whether  our  dedarmg  war  will  be 
for  the  benefit  of  our  trade ;  tSey  ought  to 
consider  what  prospect  of  success  we  can 
reasonably  entertain  in  case  of  a  war;  and 
whether  a  successful  war  with  Spain  alooe 
may  not  involve  us  in  a  very  doubtful,  sui 
a  very  expensive  one  with  other  poven. 
These  are  considerations,  that  whue  gen- 
tlemen are  debating  upon  this  subject 
never  once  seem  to  enter  their  thougbu. 
They  lay  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that 
we  ouent  immediately  to  enter  upon 
war :  they  allow  nothing  far  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  event,  for  the  interruption  ot' 
trade,  and  for  the  prodigious  expence  U 
must  be  attended  with. 

But,  Sir,  setting  all  these  conaideratioiu 
aside,  are  we  to  have  no  regard  tocommoa 
justice  i  AVe  we  to  have  no  regard  tor 
those  treaties,  fur  the  observance  of  which, 
gentlemen  in  all  debates  upoii  this  subject 
have  so  warady  contendeo.  Tlieae  l/eatiei 
provide  absolutely,  tliat  the  navigatio*  to 
the  Spanish  West  Indies  shall  be  reserved 
to  the  Spaniards  alone,  except  in  the  CBSi 
of  our  South  Sea  Company's  trade.  Hi<J 
this  stipulation  no  manner  of  meaning  I 
And  yet  it  has  no  meaning,  if  what  gen- 
tlemen now  seem  to  insist  upon  sbouki  be 
admitted.      They    uuaat   that   our  ships 


ought  never  to  be  searched,  whenever  thej 
are  found,  and  let  them  be  ever  «o  near  tm 
Spanish  coasts.  Pray,  Sir,  what  is  the 
plain  English  of  this ;  but  that  the  trade  to 
the  Spanish  West  Indies  ought  to  be  opea 
to  every  interloper  of  ours ;  for  I  think  no 
gentleman  has  pointed  out  the  least  (in- 
ference there  can  be  between  throwing  tka 
trade  entirely  open,  and  our  having  a  li* 
berty,  not  onhr  of  approaching  as  nears^ 
we  please  to  their  coasts,  bat  of  hoverLig 
on  them  as  long  as  we  please,  without 
being  either  stopt  or  searched. 

This,  Sir,  is  the  plain  English  of  wh£t 
the  gentlemen  who  are  for  a  war  with  Spain 
advance ;  the  Convention,  on  the  oiht: 
hand,  stipulates,  that  the  treaties  subset- 
ing  between  the  two  crowns  should  be  tbe 
riue  of  settling  all  manner  of  controvem& 
relating  to  our  trade.  If  these  treaties  are 
to  be  the  rules  of  our  conduct  on  this  oc- 
casion, we  are  in  no  manner  of  danger  tn 
su&r  by  ^e  Convention,  since  it  is  aBov- 
ed  on  1^  hs^,  thata))  we  ofj^  in  sea- 
son t9  d»un  j»  the  ete^vawe  «f  tb» 


IfiSS]  (m  ike  CenwfUicn  ^h  Spain. 

VheN/bt^f  Sir,  I  hope  genttemen  will  think 
iitotgree  t0  the  aodreM. 

Th«  qu^on  being  put,  tlie  ftddrets 
ras  agreed  t<s  Ayee  S60,  Noes,  2S2.* 

March  9.  The  report  of  the  said  resolu- 
ioD  being  read,  it  was  moved  that  the 
ame  be  recommitted,  upon  which, 

Mr.  Paftewey  roae  and  eaid  : 

Sir ;  the  plauaR>k  pretence  of  address- 
og  the  crown  dhali  never  induce  me  to 
•etray  the  trugt  placed  in  me  by  my  conn- 
ry ;  and  when  t  view  this  question  in  its 
*roper  light,  to  me  it  appears  to  be  a  mo* 
iect  demand  made  by  the  ministry,  lliat 
re  should,  without  the  least  satisfaction 
iven  us,  strike  off  the  long  account  due 
9  us  from  Span,  for  the  most  injurious 
reatment  of  the  subjects,  and  the  grossest 
wultson  tfie  crown  of  Great  Britain ;  that 
re  should  give  up  all  securit]^  for  the  ex- 
rcise  of  that  commerce,  wluch  is  at  pre- 
Btit  the  only  sopport  of  this  Jlg^ion  :  that 
re  should  give  up  the  right  4f%is  House 
>  arraign  a  pusiUanimoos,  weak,  destruc- 


*  «  H«i«h  10.  The  great  contest  about  the 
onveotton  being  at  tesst  for  the  present  de- 
srmtned,  and  in  a  way  that  may  have  farther 
»ii^«enoe9,  I  oannet  forbear  troubliog  you, 
reo  at  Midgham,  with  some  account  of  it.  I 
rdered  the  ilddress  from  the  House  of  L^rds 
»  be  sent  you ;  that  proposed  to  the  House  of 
ommoos  IS  to  the  seme  effect,  and  you  shall 
ave  it  when  it  has  been  presentee.  They 
«re  both  designed  to  eniet  the  minds  of  the 
teple ;  and  I  own  I  tiiink  they  shooM  have 
lat  eflect,  stnoe  th^  obviate  the  objectioos 
isule  to  the  Convention.  But  I  mention  them 
>w  only  to  ioforiB  you  upon  wliat  we  debated, 
fr.  Horace  Walpole  opened  the  debate  on 
hnrsfl^  morning  at  half  an  hour  after  eleven, 
itb  a  mil  and  clear  explanation  of  the  Coo- 
Mition ;  and  after  having  apoke  two  hours 
1(1  a  quarter,  but  so  well  that  few  people 
loa^ht  him  tedious,  eoncloded  with  the  mo- 
Hi  tor  the  Address,  and  was  seesnded  by  Mr. 
amnbenefPembrakeehira,  who  did  as  well 
(  Mr.  Walpale  left  him  roam  to  do.  Su* 
bonus  jSaodersoB  began  the  opposition  with 
great  deal  of  pooipous  nonsense.  My  lord 
a|re,  Mr.  Knight,  Mr.  Boode,  sur  John 
aniard,  sir  Chanes  Wager,  Mr.  Bohnn,  Mr. 
reuville,  Mr.  Lyttleton,  and  many  odiers 
hose  names  you  would  be  tired  of  reaAng, 
I  spoke.  Mr.  Pitt  spake  very  well,  botveiy 
•aaively,  and  provuked  Mr.  Hetfry  Fox  anid 
r  Henry  liddall  both  to  ansafnr  him ;  and  I 
iok  that  sir  Henry,  spaskinff  entirely  from 
e  honesty  of  his  heart,  did  honour  noth  to 
maelf  and  thoae  with  ^hom  he  voted.  Sir 
obert  Wa]p<ne,  in  answer  to  sir  William 
^yndham,  ended  the  debate  at  half  an  hour 
ler  twelve' St  night:  then  we, divided,  and 
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tive  measure  of  the  ministry,  or  rather  one 
man  in  the  ministry :  in  short,  that  we 
should  sacrifice  all  that  can  be  dear  and  va- 
luable to  us,  as  a  free  people,  in  order  to 
support  one  man  in  his  poweh  < 

What  has  hitherto  been  ofiered  in  fa- 
vour of  this  Convention,  Sir,  confirms  me 
more  and  more  in  the  opinion,  that  it  is  a 
measure  destructive  to  the  nation.  Gen- 
tlemen may  remember,  that  in  the  last 
session  I  was  for  asserting  the  rights  of  this 
nation  in  America,  after  a  stronger  and 
more  explicit  manner  than  we  then  did. 
For  this  purpose  I  offered  some  resolutions 
to  the  Hotise  that  had  not  the  ^ood  for- 
tune to  be  approved  of.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman,  who  sits  near  me,  (sir  R.  Wd- 
pole,)  amended,  or  rather  new-modelled 
them  into  the  resolutions  which  were  pre- 
sented to  his  Majesty.  I  foresaw,  Sir,  I 
foretold  a  great  part  of  the  arguments 
which  have  actually  been  taadfe  use  of  in 
fiivour  of  the  Convention.  But  this  mea- 
sure, though  we  know  it  is  the  gentl^nan's, 
is  far  from  being  correspondent  even  to  the 
gentleman^a  resolutions,  if  I  may  so  call 

eor  numbers  were,  fiw  900,  affainst  933.  Mr. 
Paheney,  not  baring  spoke  mat  day,  opened 
the  debate  on  Friday  about  one  upon  the 
report.  Ilis  speech  was  merely  inflammatoir^ti 
and  in  it  he  took  leave  of  the  House.  JJx. 
Sandys  did  the  same,  and  after  many  very  in- 
different perfbrniances  of  other  people,  sir 
Wflliam  Wy  ndharo  got  up  about  nine  at  night, 
and,  after  a  very  eloquent  invective,  declared 
the  ParttaaMnt  a  fiiction,  and  took  leave  too. 
8w  Robert  Walpole  answered  him,  by  ezpos- 
iag  the  ndecen^  of  such  h  behariour  and  of 
such  language,  tor  which  people  had  been  sent 
to  the  Tower  ;  and  concluded  the  debate  about 
ten.  We  dirided  again,  and  our  numbers  were 
944  and  914;  many  people  beinff  absent,  and 
most  of  them  upon  bargain.  Old  Sloper  fell 
asleep,  and  was  eonnted-  with  the  minority. 
The  priace  attended  the  greatest  part  of  both 
days,  and  declared,  that  since  a  nadonal  peint 


eookl  not  be  carried,  he  «mM  drop  his  own. 
Agreeably  to  the  resehition  of  the  tbreege»^ 
tlcDMn  whom  I  have  named,  and  in  eeqjuac- 
tion  with  them,  the  whole  party  have  agreed 
to  come  no  more  to  Parliament.  .  It  is  the  opi- 
nion of  the  ministry  that  sir  William  Wyndr 
ham  intended  to  be  sent  to  the  Tower ;  it  ia 
also  said,  they  all  hone  to  be  taken  into  custody 
at  the  next  call,  and  not  to  make  submission  ; 
but  how  fkr  they  will  cany  this,  and  whatwfll 
be  the  eaent  or  it,  time  must  shew.  With 
great  iqjostioe  to  eokmel  Mordaant,  I  forgot  to 
say  that  he  spoke  yesterday  extremely  well. 
The  duke  ofArgyleeQi  the  duke's  Camobell 
from  us.^'  Mr.  John  Selwyn  to  the  hon. 
Thomas  Townshend :  Coxe^s  Walpole  :  Cor- 
respondence, vol.  d,  p.  519. 
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Hie  resolatioiis  aisert  our  un* 
doubted  ri^t  to  a  free  navigatioirin  Ame- 
rica. But  this  u  80  fiur  from  being  secured, 
or  eiserted  by  the  Convention,  that  it  is 
actually  jiiren  nip.  For,  Sir,  if  it  be  un- 
doubted, wh J  is  it  submitted  to  a  future 
discussion  ?  To  what  end  are  plenipoten- 
tiaries named,  if  not  to  dear  up  some 
points  that  remain  doubtful  ?  The  very 
words  of  the  Convention  make  the  doubt : 
for  we  there  see,  that  the  rights  of  naviga- 
tion and  commerce  of  this  nation  are  to  be 
settled  by  plenipotentiaries*  Sir,  they 
want  no  setuine ;  we  have  already  found 
and  declared  what  our  just  rights  are ;  and 
phall  these  gentlemen  tell  us  by  this  Con- 
vention that  we  are  mistaken  ? 

Suppose,  Sir,  that  a  nei^bouring  power 
was  to  start  a  claim,  which  affected  the 
independ^cy  of  this  crown  and  kingdom; 
suppose  the  parliament  had  come  to  a  re- 
solution, and  presented  the  same  to  .  his 
Majesty,  telling  him  that  the  independency 
of  his  crown  is  clear  and  undoubted,  and 
that  we  will  stand  by  him  to  the  last  diiil- 
ling  of  our  fortunes,  and  the  last  drop  of 
our  blood ;  shall  any  minister,  after  such 
declaration,  so  far  prostitute  the  dignity  of 
his  Majesty  and  the  kingdom,  as  to  lefer 
the  independency  of  the  crown  to  the  de- 

xmon  of what  shall  I  call  them  ; 

two  creatures  of  his  own,  distinguished  by 
.no  one  qualification,  but  a  blind  obedience 
to  his  commands  ?  Gentlemen  may  say  this 
case  is  not  in  the  least  applicable  to  tliat  of 
the  Convention.  I  own.  Sir,  the  indepen- 
dency of  the  crown  is  not  immediately  af- 
fected by  the  claims  of  Spain :  but  wiu  not 
the  honour  and  interest  of  the  nation, 
which  supports  that  independency,  be 
both  affe6ted  ?  If  we  give  up  our  trade, 
where  shall  we  find  resources  to  support 
ourselves  either  against  foreign  or  domes- 
tic enemies  I  If  we  meanly  stoop  to  the 
dictates  of  a  haughty  insolent  court;  if  we 
barter  away  the  fives  and  liberties  of  Eng- 
lishmen for  a  sneaking,  temporary,  dis- 
graceful expedient :  what  court  in  Europe 
will  any  longer  r^;ard  us  as  an  independ- 
ent people  ?  ' 

But  tJiough  we  had  obtained  from  Spain 
much  better  terms  than  it  appears  are  ob- 
tained, we  have  weakened  the  rights  of 
this  nation  by  the  very  manner  in  which 
we  treated  about  them.  We  treated,  Sir, 
as  humble  abject  slaves  would  with  an  in- 
solent aibitrary  master.  We  have  yielded 
every  point  in  di^ute^  and  have  not  got 
one  single  concession  in  our  favour.  We 
have  been  treating  about  rights  to  satiafac- 
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tioii  for  injuries,  for  insults,  fidr  bailMzifia, 
that  I  believe  were  never  befofe  attempted 
to  be  palliated  by  any  people  «^  ev^ 
heard  of  law  and  justice;  and  what  makes 
it  still  more  disgraceful  to  ua,  we  hare 
been  treating,  while  the  other  party  isstOl 
plundering :  even  at  the  time  when  diis 
mock  satwadtion  was  obtained,  the  Spa- 
niards were  repeating  the  very  injuries  and 
insults  £of  which  the  hon.  gentiemaii  and 
his  friends  pretend  they  have  noade  us  re- 
paration. They  pretend.  Sir,  that  tfaii 
was  the  wisest  and  the  most  el^ibk  vay 
of  proceeding  ;  but  it  was  acting  a  part 
the  very  reverse  of  what  was  acted  by  tiie 
wisest  and  the  bravest  peoole  that  ever 
lived.  They  always  refused  to  treat  witk 
an  enemy  who  had  gained  an  advantage 
over  them :  but  when  that  enemy  was  sdb- 
dued,  they  readily  consented  to  reasoDa- 
ble  terms.  We,  on  the  other  hand,  haft 
given  our  enemies  great  advantages  iroBi 
our  pusilknimity  and  eompUance;  vi' 
have  treaffll  with  all  the  submlssian  of  a 
conquered  people,  and  given  up  all  the  su- 
periority we  might  have  claimed  from  ou: 
strengih  and  situation.  Had  we  follovea 
the  maxims  of  that  wise  people,  we  should 
have  told  the  Spaniards  our  temia ;  if  ther 
had  not  accepted  them,  we  ought  to  hare 
ventured  our  all,  rather  than  submitted  is 
one  article :  if  we  had  been  conquered 
Sir,  we  could  not  have  been  in  a  worse  «i- 
tuation  than  we  are  put  into  by  this  treatj, 
and  if  we  had  conquered,  then  was  the 
time  to  have  extended  our  (avour,  if  ve 
could  have  done  it  consistently  with  tht 
honour  of  Great  Britain.  Thia,  Sr,wouU 
have  been  no  romantic  way  of  acting ;  it 
would  havepreservedour  reputation,  whidi 
is  inseparable  firom  the  welnune  of  atradiog 
people  ;  it  would  have  shewed  our  ene- 
mies that  we  were  determined  to  preaerve 
our  commer^  and  fiberties  at  the  haaard 
of  our  lives,  and  that  whenever  we  come  to 
resolutions  on  these  points,  we  have  tbe 
firmness  not  to  depart  from  tiiem. 

A  ri^thon.eentleiiian.  Sir,  wbosits  near 
me,  said  yesterday,  *  That  military  gentle- 
men should  have  as  Httle  as  possible  U> 
offer  in  affiiirs  relating  to  peatce  or  war: 
that  as  their  passion  is  for  glory,  tbej 
might  be  animated  to  seek  it,  uiough  por- 
chased  with  the  ruin  of  thdr  country.^  Sir, 
I  congratulate  this  a98embly  on  the  r^fat 
hon.  gentleman's  cbBuige  of  aentiDiefiCs. 
When  I  look  round  this  House,  I  caxmot 
help  seeing  cause  to  reflect,  that  this  wai 
not  al^Fays  his  way  of  thinking.  Neither 
will  it  be  difficult  to  assign  the  true  rcascs 
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of  this  chai^  of  opinion.  For  my  part,  I 
have  always  opposed  military  genttemen 
having  too  much  to  say  in  parliament  on 
the  amirs  of  peace  or  war ;  1  wish.  Sir, 
they  had  less  to  say  or  do  here  on  this  very 
occasion :  we  shall  soon  see,  by  the  part 
they  shall  take  in  this  question,  how  far 
tlilb'  passion  for  glory^  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman talks  of,  prevails  among  them. 
This  night.  Sir,  they  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity <^  shewing  their  zeal  for  thfe  interest 
of  their  country,  and  at  the  same  time 
Ratify  their  ardor  for  action.  But,  Sir, 
in  all  deliberations  of  this  kind,  I  have 
constantly  observed  these  military  gentle- 
men very  prudently  consult  the  peace  of 
their  country,  tiB  well  as  their  own  glory, 
by  being  the  first  to  approve  of  the  minis- 
ter's roost  destructive  schemes,  and  even 
his  pacific  measures.  We  all  know.  Sir, 
when  it  has  happened  otherwise,  what  was 
the  consequence.  They  who  had  the  cou- 
rage, Sir,  to  follow  the  dictates  of  their 
own  breast  (I  do  not  mean  to  reflect  on 
any  gentleman  of  the  army)  were  disabled 
from  further  Serving  their  country  in  a 
military  capacity.  *  One  exception,  Sir,  I 
know  lliere  ia,  and  I  need  not  tell  gentle- 
men that  I  have  in  my  eye  one  military 
person,  great  in  his  character,  great  in  his 
capacity,  great  by  the  important  offices  he 
has.discharged,  who  wants  nothing  to  make 
him  still  greater,  but  to  be  stripped  of  all 
the  posts,  of  all  the  places  he  now  enjoys. 
But  that.  Sir,  thev  dare  not  do.*  I  re- 
peat it.  Sir,  they  dure  not.  A  war,  aa  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  ririitly  observed,  is 
to  be  avoided  if  we  can  do  it  with  honour, 
a  vigorous  war  is  the  only  means  of  obtain- 
ing a  lasting  peace*  It  la  in  vain  theiefbre 
for  gentlemen  to  declaim  on  the  calamities 

*  "Mr.  Pnheney  in  speaking  sgaiDsttbeCoa- 
ventioD,  made  no  secret  that  tM  anke  of  Aigy  le, 
who  WM  then  the  idol  of  all  parties,  was  the 
declared  enemy  of  the  minister;  and  his  grace 
bappeuing,  through  cariosity,  at  that  time  to 
be  m  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr.  P.  de- 
cribed  him  so  plainly,  that  hethonght  proper 
to  withdraw.  "  They  who  had  the  courage, 
>ir/'  said  Mr.  P.  «« to  follow  the  dictates  of 
their  own  breasts  (I  dd  not  mean  to  reflect  on 
>ny  geatlemaa)  were  disabled  from  farther 
tening  their  country  in  a  military  capacity. 
One  exoepiion,  sir,  I  know  there  la,  and  i  need 
not  tell  gentlemen  that  1  have  in  my  eye  one 
militaiy  person,  great  in  his  character,  great 
ia  his  capacity,  great  in  the  important  offices 
be  has  dischar^,  who  wants  nothing  to  make 
bim  still  greater  but  to  be  stripped  of  all  the 
Povts,  of  all  the  places  he  now  enjoys.  But 
tbat,  sir,  they  dare  not  do."    Tindal. 
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of  war :  let  them  rather  expatiate  on  the^ 
miseries  of  such  a  peace  as  we  have  had 
these  18  months  past.  Let  Aem  compare 
these  with  the  most  dismal  effects  of  war ;' 
the  last  will  be  found  a  safe,  an  easy,  and 
a  glorious  expedient,  .  An  hon.  gentleman 
said,  we  have  no  allies.  But  whoso  &u||b 
is  it.  Sir  ?  Has  not  he  himself  been  mak- 
ing alliances  for  us  all  this  reign,  and  part 
of  the  last  ?  And  does  he  now  tell  us,  that 
we  have  not  one  ally  in  the  world  ?  It  is  at 
least  honest  in  the  gentlem9n  to  let  ua 
know  so  much.  But  since  this  is  our  case^ 
let  us  make  the  best  of  a  bad  bargain;  let 
us  hiake  use  of  those  advantages  that  na- 
ture has  put  into  our  hands:  let  us  exert 
the  coura^  that  our  wrongs  have  inspired . 
us  with :  in  short,  let  us  tread  in  the  stent 
of  former  ages.  Under  queen  ElizabetJit 
Sir,* we  neither  had,  hor  did  we  stand  in 
need  of  allies.  Though  the  nation  then 
lay  under  manv  disadvantages,  which  are 
now  become  aavantages^  she.  Sir,  by  her 
own  power,  conquerei  this  haughty  ene- 
my, tnen  stronger  and  haughtier;  and  shall 
we  despair  tia  men  without  hope  ?  Let  ua 
not  bring  ouraebres  into  contempt,  by  ap- 
proving this  pernicious  treaty :  let  us  for 
once  chanffe  our  sneaking  conduct,  and  ali 
will  be  weO.  I  shall  now.  Sir,  take  up  no 
more  of  your  time.  There  haa  already- 
been  so  many  argumenta  unauawerably 
urged  against  this  destructive  measure, 
that  I  cannot  pretend  to  say  any  thing  that 
will  add  to  their  weight,  except  giving  my 
ne^ive  a  second  tune  to  this  Adcfress, 
which  I  heartily  do. 

Mr.  Pdham  : 

Sir ;  I  am  sony  to  cbierve  that  some 
gentlemen  are  never  to  be  continced  or 
satisfied.  Instead  of  confining  what  they 
say  to  the  subject  &f  the  debate,  they  run 
out  in  a  very  indecent  manner  against 
those  who  have  the  honour  to  serve  his 
Majesty;  as  if,  for  a  subject  to  have  the 
least  share  of  the  royal  countenance,  were 
a  sufficient  reason  for  censure  and  detrac- 
tion. The  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  . 
did  not,  with  all  his  parts,  give  one  good 
reason,  at  least  in  my  opinion,  why  we 
should  disapprove,  ana  much  less  censure 
this  Convention.  He  did  not  think  fit  to 
point  out  how  we  mi^ht  have  gotten  a  bet- 
ter treaty  without  going  to  war :  and  if  we 
should  go  to  war.  Sir,  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  by  what  mean,  we  could  support 
that  war,  if  we  were  at  present  to  enter 
into  it.  It  is  very  easy  to  find  fault ;  but, 
Shr,  it  is  to  no  purpose  to  find  fiiult,  unless 
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4ipon  these  treatiei  ^t  oar  vftht  to  a  free 
navigation  in  these  seas  it  clear  and  qa- 
4ouM6d;  or  it  muBt  be  admitted  that  this 
Conrention  n  a  very  arbitrary,  unwanant- 
able  measure,  and  expressly  contraiY  to  the 
obvious  meaning  of  boUi  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment* I  say  one  of  those  propositions 
must  be  admitted ;  because  the  parliament 
having  already  called  for  and  examined 
the  treaties  between  us  and  Spain,  they 
i^d  that  all  the  rights  which  Spain  has 
prietended  to  dispute  with  us,  are  suffi- 
ciently ascertained  by  those  treaties. 
They  have  accordingly  taken  resolutions 
upon  the  footing  which  they  afford;  there- 
fore, I  should  be  glad  to  Imow  how  it  has 
happened  that  our  ministers  appear  to  be 
of  a  different  opinion.  I  believe  when  we 
came  to  the  Resolutions  already  mention- 
jed,  diere  was  no  gentleman  here,  who  did 
not  imagine,  that  they  were  to  serve  as 
directions  for  our  ministry  to  act  by ;  and 
if  the  parliament  thought  the  rights  of  our 
commerce  and  navi^atioft  sufficiently  se- 
cured by  those  treaties,  they  o\ight  not  to 
have  proceeded  one  step  before  the  Spa- 
niards had  owned  the  same. 

But  instead  of  that,  how  have  they  be- 
haved? The  parliament  says,  that  the 
treaties  sufficiently  secure  our  freedom  c^ 
'navigation:  the  court  of  Madrid  savs,  they 
do  not.  Our  ministers,  instead  of  saying 
to  the  Spaniards,  "  We  will  not  enter 
upon  any  discussion  of  the  validity,  or  the 
meaning  of  treaties ;  for  these  are  points 
that  we  are  not  at  freedom  to  admit  being 
disputed,  since  they  are  ascertained  by  the 
.padianjient  of  Great  Britain,  but  we  insist 
upon  these  plain  positive  facts,  that  you 
are  not  to  search  our  diips ;  and  that  you 
are  to  pay  damages  for  what  you  have  al- 
ready done  in  violation  of  those  treaties." 
I  aay ,  Sir,  instead  of  talking  as  diey  ought 
to  Imve  done  in  this  language  to  the  court 
Madrid,  they  have  admittM  the  meaning 
of  these  treaties  to  be  so  far  disputed,  that 
it  would  not  be  at  ail  surprizing  if  Spain 
ahould  dispute  nes^,  whether  we  have,  or 
have  not  a  right  to  sail  up  the  river 
Thames. 

This  I  can  prove  from  die  very  words 
4»f  this  Convention,  and  if  any  gentleman 
shaH  ofer  the  least  argument,  that  can 
prove  the  contrary  with  any  man  of  com- 
mon sense,  I  will  give  my  voice  for  the  Re- 
solutions. By  the  first  Article  of  the 
Convention  we  find,  that  the  conferences 
of  the  plenipotentiarieaare  to  be  regulated 
according  to  the  treaties^of  1667*  1670, 
J715,  ms,  1721,  1728,  and  1729,  in- 
.3 
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filuding  the  Assiento  Contract,  and  tbe 
Convention  of  1716.  Now,  Sir,  though  I 
think  it  is  extremely  right  ^at  those  trea- 
ties should  be  the  ground-woik  of  oor  ne- 
gociations,  I  think  it  very  wrong,  that  af- 
ter so  sdemn  a  dechiration  has  been  made 
by  parliament,  our  right  of  ncvigatioa 
should  be  subjected  to  the  will  of  any  pleui- 
potentiary,  be  he  Spanish  or  Ei^glish. 
Yet  there  is  nothing  more  phun  dian  tfait 
they  are:  for  we  need  but  to  lock  into 
the  second  separate  Article  of  this  Con- 
vention,, and  there  we  shaU  see  that  s 
doubt  is  made,  whetho'ornota  ship  which 
was  taken  by  the  Spaniards  sailing  fron 
Antigua,  no  longer  ago  than  the  Hth  of 
April  last,  was  a  law&l  prize.  What  is 
the  meaning.  Sir,  of  this  Article,  but  tbat 
the  Spaniards  are  doubtful  whether  wt 
have  by  treaties  a  right  to  fioil  on  the 
American  seas  at  alL  l:or  if  wc  have  aidi 
a  right,  surely  we  can  no  where  exercise 
it  so  unexceptionably  as  within  sia^t  ot 
our  own  ports ;  if  they  are  dovhtbl  wbe^ 
ther  a  ship  is,  or  is  not  lawful  prize  when 
she  sails  trom  Antisua^  and  not  a  lesgoe 
f;*om  shore,  may  Uity  not  just  as  well 
dispute  whether  we  have  any  right  to  sail 
from  Portsmouth  or  Flymoutfa,  or  any 
sea-port  in  England,  to  London,  or  Liver- 
pool? 

Therefore,  Sir,  I  sa^,  that  this  second 
separate  Article  explains  the  meaning  of 
the  first  Article  of  the  Convention ;  sad 
shews  thiit  the  meeting  of  our  pimipola- 
tiaries  with  those  of  Spain  is  not  in  order 
to  obtain  relief  frmn  crar  grievances,  but 
to  multiply  them ;  and  to  &cide  whether 
we  have  any  ri^ht  at  all  to  a  navigaiioa 
upon  the  Amencan  seas.  At  the  same 
time  it  appears,  that  our  court  are  ftrfron 
being  ignoranf  that  the  dispute  betweea  us 
must tuce  this  turn;  for  the  court  of  Spaia 
coidd  never  raise  any  doubt,  whether  «e 
hanfe  a  liberty  of  sailing  firom  AntigaS) 
unless  they  Had  a  design  to  diapute  oor 
right  of  sailing  at  all  on  the  Americaa 
seas. 

The  next  thing  that  I  beg  leave  to  ob- 
serve, while  1  am  speaking  to  this  second 
Article,  is  the  stipulatton  with  regard  to 
the  limits  of  Florida  and  Carolina,  which 
are  ^likewise  to  be  decided  acooeding  to 
the  meaning  of  treaties^  aa  if  they  were  Doe 
already  sufficiently  asoeftaiDed.  Bat  the 
second  Article  sufficiently  proves|9  that  the 
Spaniards  apprehend  we  ahaU  jpve  then 
up  all  the  colonies  that  are  in  dispote 
there ;  lor  we  find  that  we  most  not  pfc- 
sume  to  put  oursehrea  in  a  pooture  of  do- 
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fence  in  case  they  riiould  be  attacked, 
Nov,  Sir,  I  should  be  glad^to  know  of 
gentlemen,  why  they  so  strenuously  last 
^ear  insisted  upon  the  necessity  of  putting 
Jie  cdony  of  Georgia,  which  appears  to 
lare  been  for  some  time  past  a  tavouritd 
«ttlement  with  this  nation,  in  a  state  of 
lefence  ?  why  was  the  piidilic  put  to  the 
»pence  of  sending  thither  a  regiment 
vith  engineers  stores,  and  every  thing  ne- 
xssary  for  making  a  vigorous  defence,  if 
t  is  a  doubt  whether  we  have,  or  have  not 
I  right  to  the  colony. 

I  did  intend,  Sir,  to  have  gooe  through 
^ery  other  article  of  this  Convention,  but 
ipon  a  review  I  find  1  have  been  in  a  great 
aeasure  prevented  by  the  gentlemen  who 
lave  already  spoken  against  this  Address. 
f et  1  cannot  help  observing  the  manner, 
a  which  the  dennitive  negoeiadon  to  be 
luilt  upon  this  treaty,  is'  to  go  forward, 
n  the  first  place,  we  do  not  find  one  word 
a  this  Convention  that  stipulates  any  sa- 
Ksfiwtion  fisr  Ihe  breach  or  the  law  of  na* 
ions,  and  positive  treaties  in  the  most  in- 
kuman  manner,  by  the  subjects  of  the 
:rown  of  Spain ;  therefwe,  they  are  not  to 
oppose,  or  at  least  they  will  not  suppose 
hat  they  have  done  any  thing  amiss.  For 
his  reason  they  will  not  be  afVaid  to  do 
he  same  again ;  and  thus  they  have  ei^ht 
lonths,  appointed  to  the  plenipotentiaries 
or  finishing  their  conferences,  to  act  all 
beir  violences  and  injuries  over  again.  I 
Lnd  after  those  eight  months,  we  do  not ' 
nd  a  word  in  the  Convention,  firom  which 
re  can  imagine,  that  the  plenipotentiaries 
ave  a  right  to  give  us  any  satisfaction  for 
'hat  they  may  do  in  the  mean  time.    For 
ly  part,  according  to  this  Convention,  I 
link  they  have  acquired  a  kind  of  right 
>  continue  their  depredations ;  because  it 
I  evident  that  our  ministers  have  at  least 
;ft  it  doubtful,  whether  they  were  or  were 
ot  in  tfie  wrong  in  doing  what  they  have 
one  already.     Give  me  leave,  therefore, 
ir,  to  suppose  that  the  Spaniards  will 
ontinue  their    depredations   during  the 
me  of  the  conferences;  what  will  m  the 
rent?    we  may  say  to  the  court  of  M»- 
rid ;    *  Here  we  have  a  fiurther  charge ; 
your  goarda  costas  have  done  us  more 
damage,  for  which  we  are  to  be  satisfied.' 
I  it  not  natural  for  them  to  bid  us  look 
ito  the  Convention,  and  there  we  shall 
ad  no  such  agreement ;  they  may  tell  us, 
lat  the  Convention  was  intended  to  regu- 
ite  what  was  to  come,  and  that  the  ded- 
on  of  the  plenipotentiaries  was  to  have 
0  retroapect.    At  last,  when  abundance 


of  memorials,  representatidns,  and  remon- 
strances  have  past,  the  whoLe  may  be  left 
to  a  new  Convention. 

What  British  subject,  therefore,  will 
venture  his  property  to  sea,  while  midb  a 
Convention  shall  subsist  >  he  can  have  no 
manner  of  rule  to  go  b^ ;  he  sees  a  ship, 
that  to  his  thinking  is  m  as  fiur  a  way  of 
trade  as  any  ship  qu  be,  seized ;  and  after 
the  seizure,  even  our  own  ministers,  nay, 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  are  in 
doubt  whether  she  is  not  lawfiilly  seized ; 
how  then  can  he  venture  to  sea?  nay, 
even  though  the  capture  of  his  ship  should 
be  found  illegal,  all  he  can  hope  for  is  bare 
restitution,  i^r  losing  all  the  benefit  of 
his  trade,  and  the  charge  of  the  ship,  be* 
sides  seamen's  wa^es,  repairs,  and  a  thou-* 
sand  other  expensive  articles,  for  perhaps 
upwards  of  a  twelvemonth. 

But  I  am  afiaid.  Sir,  that  there  is  some* 
what  more  than  bare  suppositions  to  sup- 
port the  case  1  have  put.  1  am  afraid, 
the  Spaniards  have  already,  even  since  the 

Xing  of  this  Convention,  given  proofs  in 
t  manner  they  understand  it.  You 
have  now  upon  your  table  a  Petition  firom 
the  owners  of  a  ship,  the  master  of  which 
was  at  the  time  of  presenting  their  peti- 
tion, as  they  conceived,  a  prisoner  in  Old 
Spain.  He  has  smce,  indeed,  been  re- 
leased ;  but  not  till  after  his  ship  was  con- 
fiscated, and  after  he  had  su&red  a  long 
and  tedious  imprisonment,  even  after  the 
Convention  was  signed.  Nay,  we 'were 
told  at  the  bar  of  one  House,  tnat  our  mi- 
nister-plenipotentiary at  the  court  of  Ma- 
drid presented  memorials  for  his  release- 
ment,  and  no  regard  was  had  to  them. 

This,  Sir,  is  so  positive  an  indicatipn  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  court  of  Madrid 
understands  the  Convention,  that  I  cannot 
imagine  the  least  doubt  can  arise  on  that 
head.  Have  we  had  any  information  yet, 
that  orders  have  been  sent  by  the  court  of 
Madrid  to  their  governors  in  America,  for 
restoring  the  two  South  Sea  sloops,  which 
they  have  detained,  or  for  drawing  off  ^eir 
^uard  from  our  fiustory  at  the  Havannah  ? 
if  they  had  thought  that  this  Convention 
obliged  them  to  discontinue  their  ho6ljli-> 
ties,  they  should  have  immediately  given 
these  orders,  with  severe  injunctions  to  all 
their  governors  and  officers,  against  suf- 
fiering  any  such  violences  for  the  future. 

No  gendeman  here,  I  hope,  will  take 
upon  him  to  say,  that  the  sentiments  of 
our  merchants,  and  their  petitions  ought 
to  have  no  weight  with  us  upon  this  occa- 
I  am  of  opinion.  Sir,  that  Jhey  arie 
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tkebestjadlgefhoirftrit  is  mctiGable  to 
carry  on  the  West  Indiatraoeyif  the  Con- 
vention should  be  approved  by  pariia- 
aftent;  and  vou  see  m  their  petition,  that 
they  are  unoer  the  very  same  apprehen- 
sions that  I  have  expressed.  Tliey  think 
this  Convention  makes  the  masters  of 
every  guarda  costa  superior  in  strength  to 
a  Brityi  ship  that  shall  M  in  their  way, 
tlie  masters  of  the  liberty  and  property  c£ 
British  subjects.  In  short,  the  very  peti- 
tions that  now  lie  upon  the  table,  consi- 
dering from  "whom  they  come,  and  for 
what  end  they  are  intended,  ought  to  be 
sufficient  to  determine  us  to  rewe  our  as- 
sent to  the  Resdution. 

But  though  I  have  the  moat>  exquisite 
sense  of  what  our  merchants  and  sailors 
have  suffered  from  Spain,  give  me  leave  to 
say.  Sir,  that  the  restitution  due  to  thea 
is  but  the  second  consideration  that  ought 
now  to  engage  our  attention.    We  have  a 
more' important  point  to  discuss,  and  that 
is,  the  security  of  our  navigation  for  the 
future.    I  am  afraid.  Sir,  that  our  minis- 
ters have  but  half  understood  the  court  of 
Spain  upon  this  head.     They  have  taken 
it  for  granted,  that  all  which  that  court  in- 
sists upon,  is,  the  reffulatioo  of  some  par- 
ticular points,  and  &e  discussion  of  cer- 
tain facts  relating  to  our  American,  navi- 
gation.   But,  as  I  said  before,  thb  very 
Convention  proves,  that  they  dispute  our 
having  an^  right  of  navigation  at  ail  upon 
the  American  seas.    Tl£  is  bo  new  daim 
of  theirs ;  it'  is  a  claim  which  they  have 
formerly  trumped  up,  founded  upon  the 
pretenckd  ridiculous  donation  of  ali  Amc» 
rica  to  the  crown  of  Spain  by  the  see  e^ 
Rome.    Nay,  so  fond  were  they  of  this 
imaginary  n^t,  that  we  find  by  weir  own 
authors,  that  not  much  above  a.  century 
and  a  half  ago,  their  admiralsy.whom  they 
seat  out  to  America,  had  it  in  their  in- 
•troctions  to  treat  all  ships  which  they 
found   sailina  to   the  westward  of  the 
Azores  islands  as  pirates.     The  weakness 
of  that  crown  hindered  them,  indeed,  from 
insisting  upon  this  ridiculous  right;   but 
when  gentlemen  consider  the  ^niua  of 
that  court,  and  dieir  stiffiaess  in   every 
thing  that  regards  themselves,  they  will 
ftot  at  all  be  surprised  to  find  that,  when 
they  saw  they  had  to  do  with  a  pusilla- 
nimous weak  ministry,  they  shoiM  renew 
4ieir  dmms.     I  do  not,  indeed,  say,  that 
they  have  as  yet  made  any  express  decla- 
lation  upon  that  head,  because  in  that 
•vent,  the  French,  the  Duteh^  and  every 
•thev  nation,  wiio  haaany  pnpetty  in.  tlila 


Debate  ta  ike  Commoni 


[1308 


Ameiioan  trade,  must  have  been  sbrwd 
equally  with,  us ;  but  I  think  it  is  vcrj 
plain  mmi  their  conduct,  and  fron  their 
justifying  that  conduct,  that  they  cas 
mean  nothing  less  than  an  exdosnreprifi- 
lege  .to  themselves  of  navigation  in  the 
American  seas.  For  I  will  dttUeage  anT 
gentleman  who  is  for  our  ineeing  to  tfaa 
Address,  to  point  out  by  what  means  it  it 
possihle  forus  to  aail  in  theae  seas,  to  sifl 
Irom  one  of  oor  own  colonics  to  aDctfaer, 
even  the  most  contiguous,  if  the  Spsniank 
can  be  justified  in  the  captures  they  bsve 
already  made  of  our  ships  ? 

It  luui  been  proved.  Sir,  at  the  bar  of 
this  HousOf  that  they  have  seised  diipi 
within  si^t  of  their  own  settlemenli, 
though  the  masters  of  those  ships  wot 
obli|^  to  approach  their  coasts  by  ream 
of  the  force  oSfwinda  and  tides:  you  hate 
heard  it  psoved,  that  they  have  takea  ahip 
not  widun  sight  of  any  bind;  andtfaatdiej 
lianre  taken  them  witmn  sight,  ns^,  slmotf 
witliin  gun-shot  of  our  own  shotcs.  If  tiicy 
can  be  justified  in  these  cqitures,  I  should 
beg  to  know  what  case  can  happen,  is 
which  we  can  sail  on  these  seas. 

But  that  I  may  not  seem  to  spesk  with- 
out the  best  audiarity,  I  sfaali  take  the  li. 
berty  to  read  the  extract  of  a  Paper,  whidi 
now  lies  upon  yotir  table,  and  iB  taken 
from  the  words  of  the  DedaratioB  nsdc 
by  the  Spanish  comaaissariestooanattk 
conferences  sufaseoaeotto  die  tnsrr  ti 
Seville.  In  diis  Declaration  it  is  aaii 
**  That  wbeseaa  the  kh^  their  master  balk 
an  induDputable  right,  by  the  gift  of  Pope 
Aleaiander  the  6th,  &c.  to  &  pnpectj 
asd  doninioBa  «f  aUthe  eontinents,  'vU^ 
and  seas  adjacent,  either  abeady  iu» 
vered,  or  diat  shaU  hereafter  be  diaoofcied 
between  the  Artie  and  Antartk:  Pok^t 
hundred  leagues  westward  of  the  idas^i 
desAaoffcs;  excepting  those  ptees ahi^ 
have  since  by  agreement  with  hisX^ahdie 
Buriesty  been  possessed  by  other  pHacca^ 
and  whereas  the  British  nation  have  intnv 
duced  themselves  into  the  said  dondnioni, 
without  the  consent  of  his  said  Csthoik 
majesty,  particularly  into  dw  ishwli  d 
New  ^evidence,  SL  CaAerine^  St  An- 
drew, Port.  Royal,  SnJ*  and  within  the 
litnita  of  Florida,  that,  therefow,weon^ 
to  evacuate  all  these  places.  Thisdeaiaoii 
Sir,  is  so  ridiculous,  that  if  any  gentlaaff 
had  asserted  without  go<ldr^rom,  tliata 
people  in.  their  right  stnaeo  could  hiac 
made  ill,.!  dare  say  he  wadd hast fti^ 
difficaftty  to  havw  gained  balaef.  For  a^aat 
aniy  cola  ua  oat  of  the  pboes  i 
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lutoat  of  Jamfdcay  and  some  other  of  our 
nost  valuable  possessions.  I  have  heard 
n  hon.  gentleman  over  the  way  say,  that 
ve  never  coald  bring  the  crown  of  Spain 
0  acknowledge  our  right  to  the  island  of . 
amaica ;  1  believe  nor  to  any  possession 
?e  have  in  America;  therefore  this  de- 
aand  may  be  extended  to  all  our  Amori- 
an  possessions. 

It  is  owing,  Sir,  to  our  ministry  over- 
)oking  and  treating  in  a  soothing  tender 
lanner  this  insolence  of  Spain,  that  we 
ave  hitherto  obtcuned  nothing  from  them, 
ut  an  addition  of  infamy  mm  repeated 
ijuries ;  and  this  Convention  may  be  called 
he  coup  de  grace  to  that  miserably  linger- 
ig  state,  which  our  navigation  and  com- 
lerce  have  been  long  in.  Whereas  had 
hey  crushed  the  evilin  its  bud ;  had  they 
Bsolved  to  break  off  all  conferences  unless 
liose  romantic  claims  were  relinquished, 
'le  Spaniards  would  never  have  ventured 
9  persist  either  in  their  injurious  treat- 
lent  of  our  merchants,  or  the  absurdity 
f  their  pwh  pretensions.  But  hj  even 
ontinmngto  tr^t  while  such  a  claim  was 
pon  the  carpet,  they  had  reason  to  think 
liat  we  were  either  afraid  to  disoblige 
hem,  or  that  there  was  more  justice  in 
fieir  demands  than  they  themselves  per- 
aps  at  first  were  aware  of.  This  gave 
liem  encouragement  to  persist  in  them  tiH 
Itey  have  at  l^t  succeeaed  so  iar  as  to  G;et 

Convention,  which  opens  to  them  a  &r 
rospect  of  d>taining  whatever  their  own 
himerical  wishes  could  suggest. — ^I  ask 
ardon  for  troubling  the  House  thus  long ; 
at  the  importance  of  the  present  question, 

think,  aemands  that  every  eentleman 
liould  speak  even  the  fulness  of  his  sense: 

is  the  last  time,  Sir,  if  we  agree  to  thi^ 
desolation,  that  we  perhaps  shall  have  an 
pportunity  of  debate  upon  any  thing  that 
oncems  the  trade  or  navi^don  of  this 
ingdom ;  therefofe  I  hope  the  Resolution 
ill  be  recommitted. 

Sir  Robert  Walpde: 

Sir ;  the  popriety  of  the  resolution  we 
re  now  demting  was  so  fUly  considered 
esterday,  that  I  did  not  imagine  it  would 
ave  met  with  so  strenuous  an  opposition 
)-day :  however,  as  ^ndemen  seem  de- 
?nniaed  to  make  a  point  of  this  question, 

am  not  at  all  afraid  of  having  it  once 
^in  fully  and  impartially  considered; 
od  I  dare  say  that  such  gentlemen,  who 
rere  for  tiie  Resolution  in  the  conamittee, 
ill  be  thereby  more  confirmed  to  approve 
fit  in  the  House. 


I  shall  not  take  upon  me.  Sir,  to  answer 
regularly  every  thing  the  hon.  gentleman 
was  pleased  to  advance ;  but  I  will  venture 
to  say,  that  I  am  able  to  answer  every 
thing  he  has-  advanced  to  the  purpose. 
The  preamble  to  the  Convention  was  found 
fault  with ;  why  ?  Because  it  recites  that  dif- 
ferences have  arisen  between  the  two  crowns 
on  account  of  the  visiting,  searching,  and 
taking  of  vessels,  the  seizing  of  affects,  and 
regulating  of  limits ;  therdbre  the  minis- 
ters of  the  two  crowns  are  to  l^e  care,  as 
far  as  in  them  lies,  that  no  farther  causes 
of  such  complaints  shall  exist.  This  pre- 
amble has  been  represented  as  a  kind  of 
owning  the  right  which  the  Spaniards  pre- 
tend to  in  the  American  seas.  For  my 
part,  Sir,  I  cannot  see  the  least  foundation 
for  such  a  suggestion.  Did  not  this  House 
last  session  recommend  to  his  Majesty  to 
have  all  these  causes  of  complaint  re- 
moved ?  This  was  the  professed  intention 
of  all  those  negodations  against  which 

fentlemen  have  so  much  exclaimed.  And 
should  be  glad  to  know  in  what  manner 
the  gentlemen  themselves  would  have  pen- 
ned this  preamble?  Could  it  have  been 
said  in  this  preamble,  that  difierences  have 
not  arisen,  and  that  die  Cmivention  was  in- 
tended to  perpetuate  those  difierences? 
And  yet  I  do  not  see  any  other  meaning 
that  an  objection  to  this  preamble  can 
convey,  but  that  the  contrary  of  what  is 
there  advanced  is  true. 

Gentlemen,  when  they  speak  of  the 
Spanish  depredations,  take  it  for  granted 
that  the  Spanish  court  have  as  good  evi- 
dence for  the  illegality  of  the  captures 
made  by  their  Guarda  Costas,  and  other 
vessels  as  this  House  has.  But  give  me 
leave  to  say.  Sir,  that  the  case  is  far  other- 
wise ;  for  though  the  injuries  pur  mer- 
chants have  received  have  been  fidlv 
proved  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  yet  it  is 
oy  no  means  so  easy  for  a  minister  resid- 
ing at  a  foreign  court  to  make  the  Spa- 
niards equally  sensible  of  this  as  we  are, 
who  were  Pjwent  when  the  proofs  were 
given  in.  Therefore  it  is  highly  unrea- 
sonable to  imagine  that  we  had  no  more 
to  do,  but  to  draw  out  a  neat  account  of 
our  losses,  and  to  have  given  it  to  the  Spa- 
nish ministry,  and  that  they  would  instantly 
have  signed  it»  and  ordered  parent.  I 
could  with  all  my  heart  have  wished  that 
this  had  been  the  case ;  but  do  gentlemen 
imagine,  that  if  we  had  been  in  the  wrong, 
if  the  complaints  against  us  had  been 
examined  at  the  Court  of  Spain,  and  If 
they  had  sent  over  a  peremptory  demand 


1311]  12  GEORGE  IL    ^ 

here  for  payment  of  the  balance^  that  our 
nunbtry  would  have  been  justifiable,  had 
they  immediately  compliea  with  their  de- 
mand. I  am  sure  the  hon,  gentleman  who 
spoke  last  would  be  one  of  the  first  to  ar- 
raign them,  if  they  should  do  such  athJn^. 
Let  gentlemen  lay  their  hands  on  then: 
hearts,  and  consider  what  the  ministry 
here  ought  to  have  done :  were  thev  to 
give  into  the  Court  of  Madrid  a  Bill  pf 
their  damages,  and  demand  immediate 
payment  wiuiout  the  least  examination  ? 


Were  they  to  threaten,  that  in  case  that 
Court  should  pretend  to  delay  payment, 
though  but  for  an  hour,  we  woulcl  go  to 
war?  By  no  means.  Then  what  ought 
tliey  to  have  done  ?  Why,  Uiey  ought  to 
have  laid  the  grievances  of  the  nation 
before  that  Court,  in  conseouence  of  the 
advice  of  Parliament  to  his  Majesty,  and 
endeavoured  to  obtain  satisfiiction  for  the 
past  and  security  against  all  future  in- 
juries. But  this  is  precisely  the  thing 
they  have  done ;  and  done  it,  I  will  ven- 
ture to  say,  with  unparalleled  success. 
The  Spaniards  have  owned  that  they  have 
been  m  the  wrong,  they  have  agreed  to 
make  satHs&ction,  and  to  submit  to  regu- 
late every  thing  in  dispute  according  to 
treaties.  But,  says,  the  hon.  gentleman, 
why  did  not  we  obtain  an  express  renun- 
ciation on  the  part  of  Spain  of  dl  her  ridi- 
culous romantic  (^ms  i  Why  did  not  our 
ministry  throw  up  all  future  negociations 
irith  them  ?  Why  did  we  Hot  insist,  said 
another  hon.  gentleman,  upon  having  the 
authors  of  our  injuries  brousht  to  condign 
punishment  ?  As  to  the  first  of  these 
points,  perhaps  it  may  not  iqppear  miite 
uo  reasonable  to  the  Spaniards,  as  it  does 
to  some  gentlemen  in  tnis  House.  I  would 
have  gentlemen  rightly  to  distinguish  be- 
tween the  points  that  are  contraverted  by 
Spain,  and  those  that  are  not ;  between 
the  points  that  are  admitted  by  us,  and 
those  that  are  not. 

Spain,  as  I  shall  prove  by  and  by,  not- 
withstanding all  that  has  been  said  by  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  never  has 
pretended  to  dispute  our  right  of  sailing 
irom  one  of  our  own  settlements  to  ano- 
ther ;  but  she  pretends,  that  in  the  course 
of  that  navigation  we  ought  not  to  touch 
upon  her  coasts,  nor  to  trade  with  any  of 
her  subjects.  We,  on  the  other  hand, 
admit  that  the  Spaniards  have  a  right  to 
prevent  any  trade  from  being  carried  on 
by  the  subjects  of  other  nations  with  hers, 
except  that  trade  which  is  expressly  sti- 
pulated by  the  Asuento-treaty.    But  we 
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deny,  that  under  that  pretence  ha  14 
jects  ought  to  stop  or  search  ov  l^i 
This,  Sir,  is  a  short  state  ofthecMi^ 
versy  between  us  and  Spain,  tDdnhB 
it  is  attended  with  more  diflbdfani^ 
voBY  be  imagined. 

For  in  the  first  place,  thbugh  theirdia 
of  searching  our  shij^s  may  seem  \iA 
unreasonable  to  us,  it  may  appear  qik 
otherwise  to  them.  They  have  eatka 
side  the  constant  practice  of  all  nitii^ 
who  have,  and  exercise  a  nriit  ef  Afi|p| 
and  searching  all  ships  whiai  thejisM 
as  carrying  on  an  illicit  trade  witfaoa 
subjects.  I  know  it  is  said,  that  thii  njii 
cannot  extend  to  the  American  leo^ 
cause  that  in  them  there  can  be  no  ib^ 
of  search  on  board  our  shipe,  aoce  i 
trade  between  the  Spahiards  and  n  ii 
those  seas  is  absolutely  prohibited.  Si^j 
sh^ll  not  at  present  dilute  the  gcaoil 
sense  of  this  proposition,  bat  geatkfli 
will  please  to  consider  the  oomeqaaqi 
if  it  is  too  far  extended.  Sappoie^  k 
instance,  that  an  En^ish  ahip  ii  n 
hoveruig  off  of  the  Spanish  coaiti;af 
pose  Uiat  the  Spani^  officers  did  m 
boats,  loaded'  wiUi  goods  passed  aod  itfa 
daily  and  hourly  between  their  shoieal 
this  ship ;  what!  are  they  to  tab  m 
manner  of  nctice  of  such  a  da^l  Im 
they  to  wink,  to  connive  at  aprKticef 
utterly  repugnant  to  the  meaning  of  4 
the  treaties  In^wten  them  and  w?  Tli( 
Sir,  would  I  think  be  carrying  the  geaod 
proposition  I  have  just  now  nentioDedtoi 
rar.  The  Parliament  x:ould  never  mo^ 
in  their  Address  to  his  Majesty,  dntie 
should  assert  a  plaim  so  inconsutent  mk 
treaties.  All  we  meant,  I  wiUTeataRli 
say,  was  to  assert  it  so  fiv  as  trcKla 
could  warrant  it,  and  no  fiirther;ifat 
meant  any  thing  else,  it  was  unjuit  ^ 
gentlemen  never  reflect  thatmaOM 
speeches  and  reasonings  against  the  te 
vention  they  plead  for  this  unlimitaljll 
unjustifiable  sense  of  that  pro — ^^ 
Tliey  do  not  reflect,  that  if  we 
sisteid  upon  any  other  terms  than  wfaiti 
contained  in  the  Convention,  tbejr 
have  been  to  bind  the  hands  of  the 
niards  absolutdv  up  from  preventiag 
unlawflil  trade  that  may  be  carried  on 
their  coasts;  which  I  am  sure  never  1 
be  the  intention  of  Parliament,  nor 
justified  by  treaties.  • 

I  know.  Sir,  with  what  a  tender  W| 
the  interests  of  trade  ouffht  to  he  toad4 1 
and  I  know  too  with  what  views  il  df 
clamour  against  this  Convention  hsrcbcti 
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raised  ;'btit  I  as  otmfmtitd  that  the  in« 
teresta  of  trade  are  never  so  weU  con- 
mked,  as  when  it  is  carried  on  agreeaMy- 
k>  treaties.  If,  in  order  to  gratify  the 
Mqae  and  resentment  of  any  perticurar  set 
»f  men  among  oarselve^y  we  shaH  encou- 
rage measures  that  destroy  the  intention 
if  treaties,  we  shall  soon  see  our  trade 
rained.  Every  nation  in  Europe  will  be- 
:ome  jealous  en  us^  and  perhaps  may  con- 
tpire  our  destruction.  It  is  only'l^y  pre- 
^rving  the  ftpth  of  the  nation  in  carrying 
)n  our  American  commerce,  that  we  shall 
ye  able  to  prevent  such  a  conspiraey ;  for 
ipon  the  basis  of  tiiat  commerce,  every 
Hher  branch  of  our  commerce  is  founded. 
If  the  other  powers  of  Europe  should 
«ce  conceive  a  jealousy  that  we  intended 

0  enposs  the  wnole  of  that  commerce  to 
HirseTves,  ^  we  imagine  they  would  sit 
iool  and  unconcerned  ?  No,  Sir ;  in  such 
m  event,  even  your  best  friends  would 
ook  upon  your  congests  with  a  jealous 
ye,  and  your  most  powerful  neighbours 
rould  continue  neutral  no  longer  than 
^our  success  should  alarm  their  fears.  It 
3  the  inactivity  and  laziness  of  the  Spanish 
iation,  that  is  her  greatest  security  m  her 
Knsession  of  the  American  treasure :  but 
rere  these  treasures  to  ftll  into  the  hands 
^f  a  people,  who  knew  how  to  engross 
bem  to  themselves;  who  knew  how  to 
eep  them  from  becoming,  as  soon  as  they 
rrive,  the  property  of  other  nations,  we 
hould  soon  see  a  change  in  their  pacific 
ispositions. 

It  was  in  order  to  prevent  tfiis  from 
ver  becoming  the  case,  that  so  great 
aie  was  taken  to  secure  by  all  treaties, 

1  which  the  Spaniards  have  been  con- 
raettne  parties,  the  possession  of  the 
panish  West-Indies  to  that  Crown  ;  and 
Se  Article  of  Uie  treaty  of  Utrecht,  which 
tipulates  that  possession,  makes  it  the 
nmdation,  the  Sine  qua  non  of  all  the 
egociations,  not  only  between  Spain  and 
8,  but  among  all  the  powers  of  Europe, 
lierefore,  ^ntlemen  ought  to  be  ex- 
'emdy  ten£»r  of  urging  this  point ;  it  is 

9tring,  which  if  not  delicately  touched 
lay  create  a  discord  and  jamng  in  our 
^stem  of  interests  with  pur  neighbours, 
)at  may  disorder  the  whole.  It  is  easy 
om  the  words  of  treaties  to  raise  objec- 
0Q8,  and  throw  in  difficulties,  that  may 
Etuae  a  clamour,  but  if  a  minister  consults 
^e  sense  and  spirit  of  those  treaties  he 
mn  be  justified  by  his  cquptry. 

Having  said  thus  ^uch,  I  should  be 
lad  to  know  whether  it  can  be  thought 
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Rt  tile  ministry  l\ere  sho^d 
liave  insisted  upon  the  Spaniards  grantmg 
us  absolutely  and  immediatdjr  all  we  ttsKf, 
without  suffering  the  least  examination 
into  oar  pretensions,  (which,  by  the  bye, 
are  quite  new  to  the  Court  of  Madrid;) 
€an  gendemen  deny,  ^ut  that  there  is  at 
least  some  difficidty  in  reconciling  thos^ 
points,  which  they  do  not  pretend  to  dis- 
pute with  us,  to  those  pomts  which  we 
cannot  controvert  with  them  ?  Can  they 
deny,  that  even  though  Spain  had  been  * 
disposed  to  grant  us  all  at  once,  without 
disputing,  without  examining  into  the  au- 
thority, upon  which  we  founded  our 
claims,  that  it  would  not  have  been  proper 
to  be  a  h'ttle  cautious,  in  what  manner 
such  a  concession  shotdd  be  couched,  so 
as  that  it  might  give  no  umbrage  to  our 
neighbours  ? 

And  now,  l^r,  that  I  h^e  gone  thus 
far,  give  me  leave  to  mention  one  or  two 
difficulties,  which  are  founded  on  the 
words  of  those  veiy  treaties,  in  which  thei 
gentlemen  who  are  against  Uiis  resolution 
so  much  triumph.  They  haye  insisted, 
that  the  American  treaty,  made  in  1670, 
was  the  first  treaty  expressly  made  that 
laid  us  under  any  prohibition  of  trading 
to  America.  Therefore,  say  they,  as  no 
mention  is  there  made  of  a  search,  or  of 
prohibited  goods,  it  never  can  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  either,  and  we  have 
by  that  treaty  a  right  to  sail  as  near  the 
Spanish  coasts  in  America  as  we  please, 
without  being  subject  to  a  search.  But  I 
find.  Sir,  that  this  treaty  of  1670  confirms 
by  its  first  Article  the  freaty  of  1667,  and 
by  this  last-mentioned  treaty  a  visit  and 
search  too,  if  no  satisfactory  account  of 
the  ship's  cargo  m  given  to  the  party 
visiting,  is  expressly  stipulated.  But, 
say  gentlemen,  this  stipulation  is  only  for 
the  European  commerce.  1  shall  not  dis- 
pute at  present,  Sir,  whether  it  is  or  is 
not,  but  I  do  not  find  any  expressions  in 
that  treaty  which  determine  the  sense  to 
the  European  commerce  alone. 

The  treaty  of  1667  is  as  express  with  Re- 
gard to  the  prohibition  of  our  sailing  to 
me  American  coasts  as-  tlie  treaty  of 
1^70  is ;  and  I  cannot  but  observe  that 
the  8th  Article  of  the  treaty  of  1670, 
which  prohibits  the  subjects  of  either  state 
from  sailing  to  the  settlements  of  the  other 
in  America,  is  almost  transcribed  from  the 
6th  Article  of  the  treaty  of  Munster  in 
164-8,  to  which  the  8th  Article  of  the 
treaty  of  1667  refers.  I  will  take  the 
liberty  to  read  the  words  of  the  several 
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Aftkleii  becnae  I  beliefe  Mitiantn  wko 
have  ipoken  u^n  dib  tu^eot  hove  noi 
*  mfficieDtiy  confideved  Uittii* 

The  woidt  of  the  Mi  Ardde  of  the 
treaty  of  1667  run  thus:  <<  And  for  what 
jnay  concern  both  the  Indies,  and  any 
otto  parts  whatsoerer,  the  kk^  of  Spain 
doth  grant  to  the  king  of  Ghreat  Britain, 
and  lus  subjects,  all  that  is  gtanted  to  the 
United  States  of  the  Loir  Countries,  and 
their  subjects  in  their  treaty  of  Munster 
1648  point  for  point,  in  as  rail  and  ample 
manner  as  if  the  same  were  herein  parti- 
cularly inserted,  the  same  rules  being  to 
be  observed,  whereunto  the  subjects  of 
the  said  United  States  are  obliged,  and 
mutual  offices  of  friendships  to  be  per- 
formed from  one  side  to  the  other/'  As 
this  Article  cannot  be  understood  without 
the  Articles  referred  to  in  the  treaty  of 
Munster,  I  shall  b^  leare  to  read  that  too, 
from  the  book  I  nave  in  my  hand :  the 
first  Article  establishes  in  the  States-Ge- 
neral the  right  of  Uii  Possidetis  M  to  all 
their  possessions  in  America;  and  the 
sixth  Article  proceeds  as  follows.  **  And 
as  to  the  West  Indies,  the  subjects  and  in- 
habitants of  the  kinsdoms,  provinces,  and 
.lands  of  the  said  Lords  the  King  and 
States 'respectively  shall  forbear  to  navi- 
gate and  traffic  in  all  the  havens,  harbours, 
and  places  provided  with  forts,  lodgments, 
or  castles,  and  ap  other  places  poes^sed  by 
one  or  the  other, nartjr;  (namely)  the sul^ 
jects  of  die  said  lord  the  King  shall  not 
sail  and  traffic  in  those  held  by  the  said 
Ixnrds  the  States,  nor  the  subjjects  of  the 
said  Lords  the  States  in  those  held  by  the 
said  lord  the  King  » 

How  agreeable  this  is  to  the  words  of 
the  8th  Article  of  the  treaty  of  1670, 
mtlemenshaU  judge.  Thewoidsofthat 
Artide  are ;  <«  The  subjects  and  inhabi- 
tants, merchants,  captains,  mariners,  and 
masters  of  ships  or  the  kingdoms,  pro- 
vinces, and  territories  of  eadb  king,  re- 
spectively shall  abstain  and  fort>ear  from 
ftradinff  nid  navigating  in  the  ports,  and  in 
the  pwoea  where  forts,  waiehouses,  or 
castles  are  built,  and  in  all  other  places 
possessed  by  one  or  other  party  m  the 
West-Indite."  The  rest  of  the  Article 
is  transcribed  from  that  of  the  treaty  of 
Munster,  imUatis  muUmdii*  Vrom  this 
it  appears  that  the  prohibition  of  our  not 
saihng  to  the  Spanisb  West-Indies  existed 
before  the  trealj  of  167a  NiDw»  Sir, 
though  I  am  as  nr  fitwi  being  an  advo- 
cate fbr  Spain  aa  anv  ffendeman  m  diis 
Hooae  k,  yet  I  submt  li  10  conrideration, 
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whether  it  was,  reasonable  to  eipectdiat 
the  poniards  weie  to  sign  a  ChariMbDdi, 
and  agree  to  our  demand  of  ghiog  up  aD 
rights  to  a  seardi,  before  uqr  aid  cqb- 
silered  whether  they  had  net,  by  tk 
toeaty  of  1667,  aright  to  seardi  our  shifi 
in  America  as  well  as  in  Europe. 

Gentlemen  have  been  very  severe  upoo 
the  authors  of  this  Convention,  for  proceed- 
ing in  any  negociatioo  at  all  b^re  the  ^ 
nittrds  had  a&olutdy  disclaimed  thtt  psmL 
But  give  me  leave.  Sir,  to  say,  it  is  iHit  i 
new  argument,  even  in  this  Houie,thst 
the  S^pimiards  have  no  right  to  a  sevdi 
upon  any  account  whatsoever ;  and  if  h  s 
new  to  us,  it  must  be  so  to  tbein ;  isd 
therefore  it  is  not  at  aH  suiprizing  thit 
they  should  insist  upon  some  tmie  to  d^ 
berate.  I  remember  when  ^  tiestj  d 
Seville  was  approved  of  by  pariiaoieiit,  the 
gentlemen  who  dbliked  that  treaty  did  doc 
make  use  of  this  argument;  and  b all tbe 
course  of  our  debates  it  was  stOl  under- 
stood, that  Spain  had  a  right  to asesrd  is 
certain  cases.  There  is  nodung  left  a 
this  Convention  to  the  discussion  of  pfesi- 
potentiaries,  which  was  not  virtually  left  Vj 
the  treaty  of  Seville,  to  the  discusaoa  a 
commissaries;  vet  I  did  not  hear  any  geo- 
tleroan  say  at  tnat  time,  that  the  rights  a 
our  navigation  and  commerce  were  gjva 
up  and  shamefuU]r  betrayed.  To  pron 
what  I  have  said  with  re^d  to  what  v« 
referred  to  the  commissaries,  who  vereto 
meet  in  consequence  of  Uie  treaty  d 
Seville,  I  need  only  to  read  the6di  Artick 
of  that  treaty,  Which  runs  thus:  **  Com- 
missaries to  be  i^ipointed  on  the  part  a 
their  Britannic  and  Cathdic  majetfies,to 
examine  and  decide  what  cooccns  tbi 
ships  and  eflects  taken  at  sea  on  ette 
side,  to  the  time  specified  in  die  srec^ 
ing  article  (meaning  the  year  1728.)  Aod 
to  examme  and  decide  accorffing  to  the 
treatiea  the  respective  pretensioDS  vbicb 
rekte  to  the  abuses  that  are  siq»poied  to 
have  been  committed  in  commerce,  si  wdl 
m  the  Indies,  as  Europe,  and  all  odier  l^ 
spective  pretensions  in  America  ibuoded  « 
treaties,  whether  with  respect  to  the  lUo 
or  otherwise.''  Now,  Sir,  is  say  thog 
more  referred  to  the  plenipotei^isiies  bj 
this  Convention?  therefore  I  slundd  be 
glad  to  know  why  socha  damonr  b  rsiMi 
now  on  that  headland  if  the  >poiiit€fBO 

search  be  so  dear  in  our  fiivoor  ^P^ 
men  would  have  it,  was  it  notssdesrtbea 
as  now? 

But  It  is  said,  here  k  the  case  of  •  «J^ 
sulmg  finom  one  of  oar  own  Qokite  v' 


17] 


A.  D.  175Sr 


[iSlt 


to  nmeh  te  pteCended  to  be  widun  die 
audi  limits,  aubmittcid  to  the  diicuBtion 
wrtileikipotetttiaries;  and  this  wiU  be  a 
It  diflcoitragement  to  our  merchantft 
jbkf  on  that  pommerce,  during  the  in« 
iiediate  time.  If  die  eaae  weie  as  the 
oomble  gentleman  has  represented  it, 
i  not  know  but  it  might  have  that 
Dt ;  bat  we  ought  to  consider,  Sir,  that 
t  net  only  the  place  in  which  a  ship  is 
id  to  cany  on  commercey  that  makes 
i  a  ship  a  prise,  but  the  species  of 
ds  that  are  on  board.  To  be  sure,  if 
re  were  no  other  objection  against  that 
ly  the  Success,  than  that  she  was  sailing 
of  Antigua,  as  die  hon.  gendeman  has 
n  pleasra  to  state  the  matter,  ithad 
n  a  Tenr  ridiculous  sidiject  for  the  dis- 
non  or  the  plenipotentiaries,  but  as 
ire  are  other  circumstances,  which  ao« 
d^g  to  the  claims  of  Spain  may  make 
a  lawful  prize,  the  ardde  with  regard 
ifa  is  both  prudent  and  reasonable^  nor 
I  it  ever    prejudge-  any  of  our  just 

Saving  thus,  I  hope,  obviated  all  that 
I  been  so  advancea  aeainstthis  Convene' 
B^IshaU  now  take  the  liberty  to  say  a 
rd  or  two  in  answer  to  what  was  said 
fa  regard  to  the  claim  of  the  Spaniards, 
ID  exclusive  privilege  of  navigation  ia 
» American  seas.  It  was  said,  that  in 
)  conferences  with  our  commissaries  the 
miards  had  insisted  upon  such  a  privi- 
px  to  prove  this,  a  passage  from  one 
die  papers  upon  your  table  was  pro* 
sed;  but  how  does  that  oSssage  prove 
'  It  proves  that  a  ridiculous  romaodc 
iin  was  entered  by  the  Spanish  commis- 
las,  and  this  Convention  proves  that  diey 
re  relinquished  it  since.  But  the  ho- 
nraMe  gendeman  did  not  enough  at- 
id  to  the  pessary  when  he  said  that  it 
bended  to  a  daim  of  an  exclusive  right, 

we  find  it  is  restricted  to  those  places 
ich  have  not  been  by  agreement  with 
i  Catholic  Majesty  possest  by  other  na- 
ns* Therefore  it  never  can  be  con- 
ned to  comprehend  any  of  our  posses- 
as  which  we  held  before  the  treaty 
yo^  becaase  in  that  treaty  we  have  from 
«h  an  article  of  VH  PomdOu^  by 
fldi  that  crown  consents  to  our  enjoying 

die  proper^  of  what  we  were  tnen  in 
Menion  of.  tfnon  the  whole.  Sir,  I  can- 
t  see  the  least  foundation  for  our  refusing 

agree  with  the  committee  in  the  Seso- 
doo,  for  a  dudfU  and  giatefiil  Address 

die 


for 


Mr.  FwttJmiif  i 

Sir;  I  rise  up  t0 
ftiend  and  the  other  gentlemsBywliom  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  aequauMad  jridi,  hi 
rq;ardtQwhit  has  been  said  by  the  hon. 
gendeman  frim  spoke  last.  Astotheraa* 
SODS  ofinred  against  this  Convmitton,  Sir. 
they  most  stand  or  fidibythemselvei.  Att 
that  I  dudl  say  at  prssent  is,  that  dMy  are 
approved  of.  by  every  man  of  sense  and 
hMmes^  without  doon.  But  irith  regard 
to  the  motives  of  opposing  t)ie  Conven* 
don,  I  take  it  upon  me  to  declare  in  bdttlf 
of  my  friends  liiat  they  are  not  personaL 
I  dare  lajr,  if  there  nad  been  any  one 
thing  in  tbia  Convention  that  coula  have 
been  approved  o^  the  honourable  gender 
men  wouU  have  given  it  its  due  weight. 
As  for  myself,  I  am  far  from  either  oen« 
or  envying  any  gendeman  who  has 


the  hMlou^  of  enjoving  the  royal  ftvour. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman,  who,  I  believe, 
has  the  greaiest  share  in  it,  is  a  person, 
whom  1  know  (from  my  own  experience^ 
Sir,  I  can  say  it)  to  be  as  well  qualified  for 
a  first  minister  as  any  man  m  this  nation. 
He  has  in  this  debate  acquitted  himself 
with  as  much  abilit|r  as  any  gendeman  that 
ever  sat  in  tins  House,  who  had  so  ill  a 
cause  to  defend,  ever  did.  He  has  dw- 
chanred  the  knportant  posu  he  has  en« 
joyed  with  ^reat  capacity;  and  his  temper 
and  moderation  is  beyond  dispute  the  most 
extraordinary  of  imy  man  I  ever  knew. 
In  short.  Sir,  his  diaracter  m  private  life 
is  amiable  even  in  the  eyes  oC  those  who 
diflier  from  him  in  public.  It  may  be  my 
misfortunes,  that  I  di&r  with  Jiim  on  thii, 
or  any  other  bccasion;  but.  Sir,  I  do  it 
upon  so  strong  a  conviction,  that  our 
agreeing  to  this  Address  wifl  be  the  most 
&tal  measure  this  House  ever  entered 
mtOythat  if *the  right  hon.  gendeman  is 
determined  to  carry  it  by  a  minority,  I 
shall  never  aaain  appear  in  this  House  till 
I  perceive  adiange  of  measures. 

^\r  Robert  Wdlfok. 

Sir ;  I  stand  up  to  express  mj  acknow- 
ledgments to  the  hon.  gendeman  wh^ 
spoke  last,  and  am  ready  to  do  his  dia* 
racter  that  juatioe  which  all  die  worid  does ; 
that  he  is  a  very  learned  lawyer,  and  has 
as  thorou^  an  understanding  of  the  laws 
and  constitution  of  this  country  as  any 
man  in  it  But,  Sir,  it  is  really  surpriaag, 
if  I  possess  any  part  of  those  great  abilitiie 
and  quaUfications  die  hon.  geallsman  haa 
been  so  Idnd  to  ascribe  to  m^,  whanoe  it 
should  happepyttiat  te  th^tatt  years 


}BiSi}  If  eBORGE  il; 

past,  in  which  that  learned  agntifm^tt  and 
I  have  sat  ti)ge(her  in  thi^  Hcnis^  I  have 
pad  the  misfortune  to  differ  with  hiiQ  in 
fyery  aingJe  point  that  has  admitted  of  the 
least  debate. 

Colonel  itordaunt  ^ 

Sir ;  I  have  upon  many  oecaaimis  ob* 
served,  that  by  the  art  of  ministers,  or  by 
Ihe  art  of  those  who  wduld  be  ministers,  a 
pojfhlar  cry  has  beeki  raised,  bv  which  the 
«iady  multituae  have  been  led,  like  chil- 
Sreo  in  a  leading-strings  and  indnced  to 
favour  or  join  with  those  who  first  raised 
the  clamour,  though  the  end  they  were 
driving  at  appeared  to  be  directly  contrary 
\o  the  cry  they  iiad  raised.  In  a  late 
reign,  h  damoi^r  was  raised  among  the  peo- 
ple, *  That  the  Church  was  in  danger.' 
xhi^  cry  was  first  begun  b^  those  who 
were  not,  but  had  a  strong  mmd  to  be  mi- 
nisters; and  a  was  echoed  back  by  the 
people  froqa  all  corners  of  the  kin^om. 
Those  who  put  the  people  into  thi«  general 
fright  got  their  aim :  tney  got  themselves 
made  ministers ;  and  they  endeavoured  to 
support  themselves  in  power  by  the  same 
means  by  which  they  had  got  it :  during 
their  administration,  the  popular  cry  con- 
tinued to  be,  *  The  Church  was  in  dajnger ;' 
and  yet  many  are  mistaken,  if  they  wei'e 
^t,  during  tlie  whole  time  of  thejr  admi- 
nistration, secretly  driving  at  an  end,  which 
would  have  brought  the  Church  mtp  ml 
idanger.^ — Upon  die  present  occasion  I  ob- 
serve, that  the  general  cry  raised  among 
the  people  is,  *  Our  Trade  is  in  danger.' 
I  do  not  know.  Sir,  by  whom  this  cry  has 
been  raised ;  but  I  am  sure,  it  has  not  been 
raised  by  our  ministers ;  and  if  it  has  been 
raised  by  those  who  are  for  involving  the 
nation  in  war,  it  must  be  allowed,  that  the 
^d  they,  arc  pursuing  ia  absolutely  incon- 
aisteiit  with  the  cry  Uiey  have  raised ;  for 
Irar  will  certainly  bring  our  trade  into  fed 
danger.  At  present,  I  cannot  think  our 
thuie  in  any  real  danger ;  and  I  have  good 
reason  for  thmkine  so;  because  in  adebate 
of  twelve  hours,  I  observed  thefie  was  but 
one  merchant  that  spoke  against  this 
Treaty ;  and  now  I  observe,  timt  one  of 
our  greatest  merchants,  one  who  ought  to 
i|ave  as  great  a  concern  for  trade  as  any 
member  of  this  House,  is  sitting  in  a  place 
firom  whence  he  cannot  speak.* 

Mr.  Alderman   fViUimot  Imvmg  taflccn 
lib  seat  fe  the  House,  said. 
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Sir;  mjrroaBeD  foraot 
this  question  was  noi  becaose  I  do  m 
think  pur  trade  in  danget  t  on  thsesnlni), 
I  think  it  wjll  be  abMlutely  saoificed,  if 
we  approve  of  this  CoaventioB;  bat  the 
afiair  has  been  so  fully,  aodtfewdi^ 
to  by  other  members,  the  £Mat  cme* 
quences  of  our  agreeing  to  give  aisnotios 
to  this  preliminary  have  been  settaw  dar 
a  light,  and  so  little  said  in  iia&TO«,tbat 
I  thought  there  was  no  necessity  for  of 
^viog  vou  aay  trouble  upon  thii  oca* 
tion. — Now  I  am  called  upoiii.  Sir,  I  srua 
observe,  that  our  ttade  is  at  praeot,  I 
think,  in  the  most  imminent  dioger.  A 
just  stnd  a  wdl  cJonducied  war  csd  aevtf 
bring  our  trade  inte  aaydaager.  But  if 
we  shew  that  we  dare  not  reseat  asj  ii* 
jury  done  to  our  trade;  if  we  sUmt  ev 
merchants  to  be  plundered,  andouriei* 
men  murdered  and  tortured  with  iinpsikT, 
our  trade  will  net  only  be  in  dao^,  ta 
must  be  undone.  To  thia  I  mast  aid,  Sv* 
that  with  regard  to  the  Treaty  wm  uc^ei 
I  our  consideration,  the  honour  of  the  f» 
I  tion  is  as  randk  concerned  as  its  trade;  o  J 
I  therefore  it  aatoniehea  me  Co  hear  thehtf. 
I  gentleman  that  spoke  kut,  or  any  fjieotie- 
man  of  his  Characler,  making  ligfatefsM^ 
a  subject;  for  ifthe  gentlemen  of  our  ann 
should  make  theeaselves  mercy  with  tbe 
henour  of  their  country,  or  ahmiid  jobifl 
sacrificing  it^  by  giving  a  parlisroentuT 
sanction  to  an  inlamoas  treaty  tf  peace,  I 
am  sure  they  would  be  at  least  as  Nasv; 
aj>le^  as  those  merchwrts  who  «bouM 
make  a  joke  of,  or  join  in  aacrifieii^^s*' 
vigation  and  domfrierce. 

The  question  being  pUt,  iheSflwlttm 
wereagreediO';  uptaiadivisitf%Aj<tlM, 
Noesgl4.* 


*  Thf  Gallery* 


*  ««lnihe  aiiinaa  ob  Frid^r,  fl»p^«* 
aileep  tillthe  House  washegfen  lo  k«iW.»fi 
they  would  aot  let  bim  ipo  out  after  he «« 
awake,  so  be  voted  agaitiet  his  indinMi 
(Sthcrwlie  the  tihmltera  wouM  haVe  ben  i4^ 
agfairrst  913.*'  Mr.  Orlobar  to  tte  fvv  R 
Eroin^h:    G«hce^  Wal|k>le;  ^Cmrtgpondaff 


*  '«  To  enflama  Hk*  minds  sT  lh»  K^ 
yet  more,  the  heads  of  the  6jnn«ti>e  piiai^ 
and  dispersed  gratis  all  over  the  i»^^ 
Listffof  the  names  uf  those  who  Toicd  n  ^M 
House  of  Coiniiioiis  for  and  airaiost  ibr  (>- 
v^tioti ;  aifd  to  each  M'  tbe  atiof^  ^ 
alBxed  tfiepi^eei  ifr  posts  he  enjoyed  t^ 
the  gt)VemmeM,  wMfc  the  atlar^r  or  wf«^ 
Ineoaseaiiifeat  to.it.  it  Meet  lie  c«o^ 
that  tbe  number  of  these  arootiott  ike  fti^ 
of  the  OonrentiDn,  ftr  exceeded  those  fMM*" 


Th9  ^mAm  w«s  Am  p«^ 

Sir  WmUtm  Wjfndham  rose  9aimid^: 

Sir;  I  bavtMeOt  with  the  ulsMft  e«i- 
«riij  this  ihnHMfiJ»  thk  ftial  mopiiici^ 
pprevedofbjr  amajori^  ofbuiSS;  and 
Mw  ri^e  up  U  psy  oiy  Uist  duly  ia  Biy 
ountry,  m  a  niaraber  of  Ihb  Houmu 

I  was  kk  kopcii  Sir,  that  the  nitty,  im- 
aaweraUe  ari^ttoents  orgad  ia  tba  defaata 
gainst  the  Conveotian  m^t  have  pia- 
ailed  upon  gentlemen  to  have  for  onoe 
stened  to  the  dictates  of  reason ;  for  once 
9  have  distinguished  themselves  fram 
eing  a  fiictian  against  the  libacties  and 
loperlies  of  their  fettavrsufa^ieets.  I  was 
tie  inofa  in  hopes  af  this,  8ir»  siaoa  in  ail 
lie  companies  I  iiave  been  in  ffowi  the 


y  the  i^eDtlemen  who  TOted  against  it ;  but  it 
ii^ht  to  liare  been  considered  at  the  same  time, 
sat  other  psssioDB  have  sometimes  as  strong 
ifiiience,  and  operate  as  powerfbtty,  as  that 
>r  money  or  preferment.  It  is,  however,  in- 
rettihie  what  impressions  to  the  disadvantage 
f  the  minister  those  arts  made  upon  the  minds 
f  rhe  people.  For,  at  the  same  time,  and  in 
lesame  papen,  werepabHshed  certain  Queries 
'ndioir  to  jOHltty  the  secession  from  Parlia* 
lent,  and  in  fact  prodaiming  to  all  the  natioo, 
lat  the  Parliament  hself  was  become  a  nui- 
ince,  and  that,  in  1act,'the  constitution  was 
tssolvcd.  The  publishing  the  prot«fsts  of  the 
eem,  and  clrculatiog  them  all  over  the  king- 
L»nn,  was  another  aftifice  employed  hy  (he  op  • 
ositioti  in  prejudice  of  the  government.  Those 
rotesu  were  generally  drawn  np  with  great 
:ren£:th,  precision,  and  elegance  oflanguage ; 
nd  to  a  few  paragraphs  they  severally  con- 
Lined  a  dispassionate  summary  of  what  was 
Jvanced  in  many  angry  pamphlets."  Tindal. 

^  •«  The  'bllowin^  report  sf  «r  William 
y yndharo*8  Speech  is  from  the  XondoDlffia- 
azine: 

**Siri  Jdvnotrissnpy 

■a«,  assgive  y«i«cpiB  aiy 


s  aMrsveof. ;  ^aetae^psess  my  „ 

t  ^waalllnvaesea'ha^n.  In  att  the  variety 


thh  CaayewHoa  li^  fcoei  ^iriltji  nC 
I  hafa  not  feuad  one  sii^Ie  pevaea  wiDiv 
oai  daara  paetead  to  justify M,  bilaal 
stiaMs*  that  tba  ela^ueace  ef  aae  mm 
flbottld  have  so  giaat  an  ^aat  within  theia 
walla,  and  tba  unapioious  voip^  of  abiat9% 
suffering  people  without  should  hare  at 
little?  lamsttipriaadythatlsbouldbasa 
blind  as  aot  to  oiacaro  one  aigmnant  thai 
has'  Ae  least  appearaaee  of  reaaoa  aaMMif 
ail  that  has  beo)  oferad  for  ear  agreeiw 
to  this  Addreas.  This.  Bkf  aust  praceel 
either  froaa  the  laajariiy  of  this  Hauae 
being  determined  w  avguaenis  that  wa 
have  not  heard,  or  nom  my  wanting  coas^ 
naa  aenae  lo  eaiaprehepd  the  foree  of 
those  wa  have  heanL  la  Ijbe  first  ease, 
Sir«  I  tbiak  I  oaaapt  with  baaour  sit  in  an 
aaaemUy  whi^  k  detf  nnine4  by  aiotives 


diolv  consideration;  for  though  I  have  at- 
tended with  the  utmost  regard  to  M  that  has 
been  sM  apsa  this  Coavpolion,  i  have  aot 
heard  a  aingle  argument  in  its  favour  (hat  has 
bad  the  leaat  weight  with  me.  This,  1  say, 
Sir,  is  a  vanr  oielancholy  cQusMeiatioa  lo  me, 
ainos  it  makes  ate  coocUids,  that  1  base  net 
common  sense,  because  I  find  I  cannot  be  coa- 
vinoed  by  ihe  strength  of  coiiimon  i  eason ;  and 
therefore  1  tbiidt  myself  very  unfit  to  {\o  nij 
duty  in  this  House.  While  I  sit  here,  I  am 
resolved  never  to  be  directed  by  soy  thing  hut 
reason ;  and,  as  i  asasl  naw  conclude,  ibat  I 
da  nal  .andersiand  tcasau  when  I  bear  k,  I 


r  campaay  I  have  kept,  1-  have  ncter  heavd  a 
■agfo  petaon  wtthaut  daars  prateud  to  jartigy 
mim  Camsnlsaa ;  aad^rhea  the  aeatioasaW  af 
Burtxealaffrwate  sacb,  I  dU  aal  aapaet,  whea 
Boy  wasa  met  taye<hsr  sa  a  hady,  fU>  me  m 
Kfl^arily  vaieiiBr.it.  lias  anist:  be  owing  to 
EB«  wf  thaae  two  osasea:  eilhar  gentJeoMa 
r«rcrcaavio(irdl>yiaiaanasB«ISBBade  usetff 
.  th«  House  «>riuiifySiig  this  Caaveiaisa, 
r-  Slieiis  are  atbar  BMIhaiB«f  asaviaoiag  he- 
fevnason.  'I  aaasiolasiitavty  So  supj 
saw4aMnv  Ihuintfiiii,  iaraat^aoppoaeit 
tajry^saSaaiaa  naryaaa 


DHMt  think  niyaeU'tnca|HlMe  of  doing  a»v  daiy 
in -this  flonsa  ;  theretWe  I  am  cesolvad  to  re* 
tire  to  the  cooutry,  and  there  pedbrm  my  duly 
as  fflur  as  i  am  aljle,  liy  ac>iDt(  in  conformity  ta 
the  laws,  and  in  obedience  to  the  governm«fiit. 
••  However,  i  mu«»t  beg  gentlemen  to  con- 
sider the  consequences  nl'the  vote  they  are  now 
geiai^  to  give.  This  Address  is  intended  ^ 
coaviaceBnoiikiad/that  Ibe  treaty  now  uodar 
osu- conaiiieratioo  iaa  rcasoaalile  aad  aa  ftia- 


ttea^y  for  this  aati«Mi ;  but  if  a  nMua* 
rity  of'  iiSn  io  such  a  full  Hf»use,  should  faiX^f 


that  auocess;  if  tlie  people  should  out  im- 
plidtiy  resign  their  reason  to  a  vote  of  this 
House,  what  will  be  the  consequence  ?  IVill  not 
the  Parliament  lose  its  authority?  Will  it  not 
be  thought  that,  even  in  Parliament,  we  are 
gsvemed  by  a  fkctianf  And  what  -^  coose- 
quences  of  this  may  tw,  1  leave  to  thasagea- 
tknaeaSa  asasider,  who  am  naw  to  give  tJteir 
vatalar  Ibis  Address.  Fur  my  own  part,  1  wBl 
traukle  you  no  wore ;  but,  with  these  uiy  lisit 
words,  *  1  sincerely  pray  to  Abnlghty  God, 
'  who  has  so  ofieo  wooderfoUy  protected  these 
'  kingdoms,  that  he  \»  ill  graciously  continue  his 

*  protection  over  them,  by  preserving  us  from 

*  that  impending  danger  which  threatens  the 
'•nafioafrsn  without,  and  likewise  from  that 

vAAdk  Ihreatan  aarcoa- 


IStSJ         19  6BOB6EIL 

whichlimnot-atfibernrtoineiitian;  and 
if  the  last  ift  the  cape,  I  look  upon  mjaelf 
at  a  Teiy  unfit  penon  to  act  as  a  senator. 
I  here,^  Sir,  bid  a  final  adieu  to  thisparliaF 
ment*  Perhaps  when  another  perhament 
shall  succeed,  1  may  be  again  at  liberty  to 
serve  ray  country  in  the  same  capacity.  I 
dierefore  appeal  Sir,  to  a  future,  finee,  un- 
influ^ieed  House  of  Conumms.  Let  it  be 
tl^e  judge  of  ray  conduct,  and  that  of  my 
fiiends,  on  this  occasion.  Mean  time  I 
shall  conclude  with  doing  that  duty  to  my 
country  which  I  am  still  at  liberty  to  per- 
fbnn;  which  is  to  pn^  for  its  preserva- 
tion: 

*  May,  theref<He«  that  power  which  has 
<*  so  often,  and  so  visibly,  mterposed  in  be* 

*  half  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  this  na- 
« tion,  continue  its  care  over  us  at  this 

*  worst  and  most  dangerous  juncture ; 
<  whikt  the  insolence  of  enemies  without, 

*  and  the  influence  of  corruption  within, 

*  threaten  the  ruin  of  her  constitution.' 

,     Sir  Robert  Walpok  : 


■fVanrorffiy  in  Its  Lonb 


[im 


Sir;  the  measures  which  the  gentleman 
who  spoke  last,  and  his  fHends,  may  pur- 
sue, give  me  no  uneasiness.  The  mends 
of  the  nation  and  the  House  are  obliged  to 
them  for  pulling  off  the  mask,  by  making 
this  public  declaration.  We  can  be  upon 
our  guard.  Sir,  against  open  rebellion,  out 
it  is  difficult  to  guard  affainst  secret  treason. 
The  faction  I  speak  of.  Sir,  never  sate  in 
this  House,  they  never  jomed  in  any  pub- 
lic measure  of  ttie  government,  but  with  a 
view  to  distress  it  and  to  serve  a  Popish  in- 
terest. The  gentleman  who  is  now  the 
mouth  of  this  faction  was  looked  upon  as 
the  head  of  those  traitors,  who,  twenty-five 
years  ago  conspired  the  destruction  of 
their  country,  and  of  the  royal  family,  to 
set  a  Popish  Pretender  upon  the  throne. 
He  was  seised  by  the  vigilance  of  the  then 
government,  and  pardoned  by  its  clemen- 
cy; but  all  the  use  he  has  ungratefully 
made  of  that  clemency  has  been  to  qualif^ 
himself  according  to  law,  that  he  and  his 
party  may,  some  time  or  other,  have  an 
opportunity  to  overthrow  all  law. 

1  am  oniy  afraid.  Sir,  that  they  will  not 
be  so  good  as  theirword,  and  that  they  wiU 
return  to  this  House ;  for  I  remember  that, 
in  the  case  of  thdr  fkvourite  bishop,  [  At- 
teibury]  who  was  impeached  of  high  trea- 
son, the  ^Hune  gentlenian  and  his  faction 
made  the  same  resolution.  They  then 
went  off  like  traitors  as  they  were»  Sir : 
but  their  retreat  had  not  the  detestable 
effect  they  expected  and   wished,  and 


IhereferB  they  ratsmed.  Eyer  snce.  Sir, 
tb^  have  persevered  m  die  tmat  trea- 
sonable intentkm  of  servii^  that  sHerest 
by  distressiiw  the  govenusent.  But  I 
hdpe  their  iM^avtourwai  unite  al  the  true 
fi^itands  of  the  present  happy  mtiihlishmrnt 
of  the  crown  m  his  M^eiy*B  penon  and 
fhmfly,  more  firmly  than  ever;  and  that 
the  gentlemen  who,  with  good  a 
have  been  dehided  into  the  like  i 
win  awaken  from  their  delusion,  i 
trumpet  of  rebdlion  is  now  in  m  i 
sounded.* 
— ■ —       --  - 

•  "  The  bus  cfibrt  to  prefcat  the  AddreM 
on  the  CottvenliMi  baring  proved  inefl 
greet  pert  ef  the  minority  esmed  mm  i 
Son  adarign  which  they  had  pun iuil, 
certed.  It  was  no  less  than  to  ahaet'tliea 
selves,  or,  as  it  was  osUed,  to  ase«dr  from  Par* 
liameot  Acoordingty,  sir  Wfliiam  Wyndbaai, 
to  whose  advice,  at  the  instigatioo  of  Boliiii^- 
broke,  tbis\neasure  lias  been  usuaDy  altribnled, 
said,  '  I  have  aeen,  &c.' 

"  The  animated  tone  of  voioe,  and  impas- 
sioned gestore  whidi  aceompamed  this  m- 
sioo,  were  as  dignified  and  striking,  as  the  ex- 
pressions were  petulant  and  effrniiie.  The 
insult  offered  to  tbe  House  in  calling  the  ssa- 
jonty  a  faction,  raised  the  indignatioo  of  Pe^ 
ham,  and  be  was  in  the  act  of  riring  So  nor9 
for  commitment  to  the  Tower,  when  the  mi- 
nister, oonscions  that  snch  a  imasats  weald 


create  a  dangerous  fermeat  in  the  eeontoy, 
prevented  him  by  rising  hiaweif,  and  with  as 
animation  and  spirit  e^ oai  to  that  which  had 
distinguished  sir  William  Wyndhamu  aid, 
•  Sir,  &c.»  * 

''  Tbe  oonseooence  of  this  meaeore  was,  to 
tbe  seceders,  disappointment  and  spegd|y  re- 
pentance ;  to  the  minister,  satismcfion  and 
triumph.  In  fact,  they  had  scarcely  dedared 
their  resolution,  before  they  saw  and  appre- 
ciated the  impropriety  and  ill  peiicy  of  lbs 
measure.  They  even  flattered  tbimmh^fs 
with  the  hopes  of  being  ealled  back  So  tbcir 
pests.  Seteral  of  tbe  minority,  ameai^  wbam 
were  sir  John  Banard  and  lord  Comharr,  in- 
fused to  desert  tbcir  pariisHMnlary  mabaas  : 
and  the  appiaase  which  they  leciliftjd 
their  oonstitiKnts,  as  web  as  from  aBr 
persons,  was  a  ladt  refleetkm  ga  the 
of  tbe  others.  In  fsct,  the  seoedcn 
not  uowtiling  to  retrieve  their  cnor  as  aooa  as 
tbey  bad  oammitted  it,  by  availing 
of  tbe  call  of  tbe  Boase,  which 
enaaiBg  Monday,- aad  to  have 
body  lor  the  porpoea  of  enforcing 

sign,  prevented  the  execotioD  of  it, 
lag  an  adjoornment  of  the  House  tUI 
Tnsy  now  eipcrieneed  tbe  iO  polie^ 
condnot :  the  nalisa  was  not  JansawSl  by  thdr 
it  laqoirsd  no  great  depth  eTwDdv- 
eswpnhsnd  thces  simple  ^insa- 


far  the 
ia  a 
violent 


Itocaday. 
syoTthar 


385}  agumtFMWUMmif 

mO*  JLonb  ^pAiU  Paid 

<  Mjimhers*.*>3  ^Braar^  9..  Th^Loid 
Oelamtr  atood  up  in  the  Hooae  «if  Lorda, 
nd  apeke  aa  fi>IIo«a : 
Mj  Lorda;  it  ia  with  an  equal  mixture 
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ims 


ions  z  if  it  be  admitted  thai  the  oonatitotioa 
ras  in  danger,  whjr  did  they  quit  their  ftation  P 
"  tb«  maiority  or  the  Coimnoiit  was  a  Dm- 


k>D,  inflneBced  or  oonrupted  by  the 
rhy  did  they  make  that  faction  stronger  by 
etiiin^  from  the  Hoose,  and  iea? inf  the  mi- 
tistcr  m  possession  of  means  to  extend  his  cor- 
optioB  with  greater  facility  P 

•*  It  was  a  great  cause  of  satisfaction  and 
riamph  to  the  minister^  who  dcdared  that  no 
ireotdnnog  his  whole  administration,  had  erer 
«lieved  him  from  more  embarrassments,  or 
lupplied  him  with  greater  means  of  serrine 
be  real  interests  of  this  oonntrv.  He  observed, 
hat  while  he  was  oontinoally  oaited  by  oppo- 
litiooy  he  conid  not  introduoe  a  single  Bill,  of 
he  most  beDefidsl  tendency,  which  wonld  not 
Deet  with  resistance,  or  expose  him  to  obloquy. 
Bat  as  the  principal  leaders  of  the  minority  bad 
etired  from  Parliament,  be  had  an  opportunity 
o  propose  sereral,  which  tended  to  promote 
heeemmerceand  manniactures  of  the  country. 

**  In  confimnity  with  this  plan,  he  enoou 


•aged 

»UCI]] 


evcfj  seheme  which  seemed 
akted  for  the  adrantage  of  the  internal 
ind  eolooialtrpde.  The  mannfaotures  of  cloth 
vere  incrsased  by  the  Bill,  which  laid  addi- 
iooal  duties  on  tne  exportation  of  wool,  and 
'acilitated  its  importation  from  Ireland.  The 
rade  of  the  British  colonies  in  the  West  Indies, 
^tm  highly  improred  by  an  act  permitting  the 
Dtrodoction  of  snsar  into  foreign  parts  in  Eng- 
ish  bottoms,  witnoot  first  lamKng  it  in  Great 
Britain,  and  by  rendenng  more  effectual  the 
lolies  on  fbreign  smmr  and  molasses,"  Cole's 
Hemoim  of  sir  R.  Walpole. 


,,  Feb.  19.  The  Sstire  called 
,'  was  Toled  seandalons,  Sbo,  by  the 
.  pad  the  Author  aad  Publisher  ordered 
Bto  cuatody,  where  Mr.  Dodsley,  the  puh- 
tsher,  was  a  week ;  but  Mr.  Paul  Whitehead, 
be  author,  absconds:  he  says  a  certain  Peer 
B  run  *  military  mad ;'  it  seems  he  was 
poetically  mad,*  aad  prophesied  too  true,  in 
bene  lines. 

Safe  may  Tope  dasb  the  SUtesman  in'  each  line, 
Tboee  dread  bit  Satire,  who  dare  puoiih  mme.' 

Qent.  Mao. 

««  In  1739,  Whitdiead  published  his  more 
elebrated  poem,  entitled  '  Mauners,*  a  satire 
ot  only  opon  the  administration,  but  upon  all 
be  rciietable  forms  of  the  constitotion,  under 
he   aasumptioo  of  an  untverssl  deprarity  of 


Pope  had  at  this  time  taken  lil 
the  opinion  of  some  politi 


rhich,  in  _ 

offbt  to  be  repressed..  In  his  second  Diakigua 

fSeveataea  Huirifed  and  Thirty  Eight,  he 


oTooBoeRiaiid  mdfgMtkm,  that  I  cbaerve 
the  best  and  the  most  valuable  privilegfBi 
of  the  subjects  prostituCed  to  the  most  m- 
&IIIOUS  purposes.  The  hand  of  the  legist 
latura  has  been,  as  ^et,  tender  of  refoim- 
ing  this  abuse,  lest,  in  endeaTOuring  to  re- 
strain licentiousness,  liberty  might  be  af* 
fected.  But,  my  Lords,  the  reason  <^  my 
rising  up  is,  perhaps,  one  of  Uie  most 
flagrant  instances  or  abuse  and  virulenoe 
thatthts  age  has  seen.  It  is  true  that  I 
believe  no  man  in  the  nation  will  sav,  that 
the  least  «round  has  been  aflbrded  by  the 
noble  Lords,  whoeq  characten  are  attacked 
in  the  infiunous  libel  I  have  in  my  hand, 
for  treating  them  in  such  a  manner  as  the 
libeller  has  done ;  but,  mj  Lords,  if  we 
should  suffer  such  flagrant  insults  i^Km 
our  order  and  dienity  to  pass  uncensured, 
it  will  be  thou^t  without  doors,  dtfacr 
that  we  deserve  them,  or  thai  we  dare  not 
punish  them.  My  Lords,  it  is  necessary 
to  make  some  examples  of  our  justice 

gate  oflence  to  one  of  the  Foxes,  among  others  ; 
which  Fox  in  a  reply  to  Lyttleton,  took  an 
opportunitv  of  repajioff  b^  reproaclung  Ly t- 
tellon  with  the  fhenmip  of  a  lampooner, 
who  scattered  his  ink  without  fear  ordeceoey, 
and  against  whom  he  hoped  the  resentment  of 
the  legjslature  would  quicklv  be  diacbaiged. 
Pope,  however,  was  formidable,  and  had  many 
powerful  friends.  With  all  his  prejudices,  he 
was  the  fiistpoet  of  the  age  and  an  honour  to 
bis  country.  But  Paul  Whitehead  was  less 
entitled  to  respect ;  he  was  formidable  rather 
by  his  calumny  than  his  talents,  and  might  be 
prosecuted  with  effect. 

*'  Accordingly,  in  the  House  of  Peers,  lord 
Delawar,  after  expatiating  on  the  gross  &la- 
hoods  and  injurious  imputations  contained  in 
the  poem,  against  many  noblemen  and  prelates 
of  high  character,  moved  that  the  author  and 
pttblisber  should  attend  at  the  bar  of  the  House. 
On  the  day  appointed,  Dodstey  appeared  as 
the  poblisber,  Whitehead  harmg  absconded. 
Dodsley  pleaded  that  he  did  not  kwk  into  the 
contents  of  the  poem,  '*  But  that  imagining 
there  might  be  something  in  it,  as  he  saw  u 
was  a  satire  by  its  tide-psge,  that  might  be 
laid  hoM  of  in  law,  he  insistod  that  the  author 
should  affix  his  name  to  it,  and  that  then  he 
printed  it"  1  n  consequenee  of  this  confession, 
be  was  taken  into  the  custody  of  the  Usher  ef 
the  Bh»k  Rod,  hot  rdeased  afier  a  short  con- 
finement and  payment  of  the  usual  fees. 

'*  Mo  farther  steps  were  taken  against  the  au- 
thor of  Manners :  the  whole  process,  indeed, 
was  supposed  to  be  intended  rather  to  intimi- 
date Pope,  than  to  punish  Whitehead,  and  it 
answered  that  purpose:  Pope  became'  cau- 
tioos,  *'  If  illinip  to  wound  and  yet  afraid  to 
strike,"  and  Whitehead  for  some  years  r«# 
mained  quiet."  ChalnNn*s  English  Poets, 
vol.  16,  p.  SOO. 
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ie«  dttute,  M  fVtMk  ttioee  wto  «Aiid 
•ligauMft  any  iif  tiie  nembera  ^lll»  House. 
W«  have  fiMiijf  {Mcedenta  for  tbu,  ny 
I»o«^s^  and  (mr  e^evei^  of  thift  |)Ofv«r  mu 
Idimvfl  htd  a  gebd  dR»et  I  ha^  in  my 
band,  my  Lora«,  a  paper,  estitied,  ^<  Man- 
sers; «  Saliire:  l^y  Mr.  Whittiliead: 
cnrmted  finr  R,  Dodsley,  at  Tiil1y»«  Ifead, 
Rill  Mall :"  ivfiicli  I ^wmoe^ete be hi^ly 
Teflectmg  upon  the  cbaracier§  of  ieveral 
noble  lords  in  this  Hotise;  hvtt  as  onr 
iarmn  generally  direct  ns  to  hear  nirfaal  the 
parties  offending  have  to  say  for  them- 
•eWes,  I  shaAl  omy  at  pre^t  make  a  mo- 
tion, <<  That  the  Author  and  Printer  of 
tilts  Pteper  be  ordered  to  attend  at  yonr 
lofdshipsbar  on  Monday  next.^ — Ordered. 

February  12,  The  person  whose  busi- 
ness it  was  to  summon  the  said  Printer 
and  Author,  having  informed  the  House 
that  they  both  waited  at  the  door,  a  mo- 
tion was  made,  that  the  Paper  should  be 
read  by  the  clerk,  which  was  accordiitgly 
done ;  and  the  question  being  then  put, 
Tlittt  the  said  Paper  is  a  false,  seandidous, 
and  malicious  libel,  and  eontaine^  drrers 
^matters  highly  reflecting  upon  some  of  the. 
tnembers  m  that  House,  the  same  was 
imanimouslv  agreed  to. 

The  Author  was  then  ordered  to  attend ; 
but  the  doorkeeper  informing  the  House 
^hat  he  was  not  ^here,  the  messenger  was 
dialled  in^  and  esamined  by  the  IkNise,  if 
he  had  duly  executed  the  order  of  the 
House  ?  be  ansiwered,  tfiat  he  had  been  at 
^  Author's  house,  and  that  not  finding 
him  at  home,  he  left  the  order  for  his  at- 
tendance with  his  maid,  who  had  promised 
to  deliver  it.  It  was  then  moved,  That 
the  said  Author  not  attending,  he  should 
be  taken  into  the  Gustod3rof  the  usher  of 
tlie  blaok  rod*    Upon  which, 

The  Earl  of  Abingdon  spoke  as  follows : 
Idy  Lords ;  there  is  oo  lord  in  this  House 
oiore  averse  to  encoaragin^  «D(y  tondeney 
towards  a  sfiirit  of  licentioasDaas,  ttppe- 
aa%  when  it  nsay  lie  thought  to  smot 
any  of  your  lordsmps,  or  more  reodv  to 
give  his  Tote  for  punishitrg  the  atrtnors, 
than  myself:,  but,  my  Lords,  a  doubt  arises 
within  me  just  now,  from  what  your  lord- 
ships' officer  told  the  House.  He  said, 
my  Lords,  that  he  did  not  meet  with  the 
Author,  and  that  he  had  left  the  order 
with  his  maid.  My  Lords,  my  doubt  is, 
whether  we  can,  consistently  with  justice, 
€Md  the  Ibrms  of  the  House,  proceed  to 


isto  vMrtil^tf 4|^ 
stmsMpemri^ 
iqionluDi. 

The  Lord  D<r/aioan  My  La4;  it 
great  matter  of  surprise  to  lae,  te  ^ 
noble  lord  should  entertain  the  lent  da 
upon  this  head.  If  once  we  ihoiUS 
it  to  be  necessary  that  evenr  penos^ 
is  ordered  to  attend  here,  sLodld  btg 
sooally  summoned,  I  beUene  lery  ftfi 
your  fovdships'  orders  would  W  rtpl 
It  would  be  easy,  my  Lords,  f«r  mi 
k  cofnscioos  that  tie  has  dose  aay 
keep  out  of  the  wa^,  andtoebde^ 
ligence  of  your  officer.  And  irtst  ^ 
in  this  House  is  not  so  secretlj  tnmi 
but  that  an  offender  m^  sooa  kisvj 
proper  time  for  abscoiuhng.  Bmidm 
Lords,  there  is  nothing  moce  orfi 
than  to  order  ofenders  into  the  miilii[ 
the  usher  of  the  bbok  Tod,  tbswlil 
have  not 'been  perBonallysemdvtfik^ 
lordships*  order. 

'Upon  this  Che  motion  was  onasiaiil 
agreed  ta  The  Printer  was  tkad 
to  the  bar,and  i^pon.the  sevenlfiiit 
being  pat  to  him,  hemfaraiid  the  Mi 
that  the  Author,  isliaae  iMSMvssfnfa 
to  tilt  p«eBi,8HitiM';hni  ta  Iii4i 
and  that  lie  amedwitii  hlBtsfrilHl 
aaidpoem;  that  he  dAtaotMiMri 
contents  df  it,  but  'tibat  inttginiBg  ti 
might  beaomething  in  it,  hs  httv&« 
Satire  by  its  tiUe-pa^}  tbst  aUbtkt 
hold  of  m  law,  he. insisted  tbst  ttsM 
shooldaffiiK  lus  aaaie  to  it,  mAM 
tisen  piiated  it.  A  asotiM  kif  thi 
nwde,  Tiwt  tiie  Ariiler^tshmvlMl 
custody  of  the  usher  :ctf*tfieblBdr^ 

LoidOiy^srv^sakl:  Myitfii;!^ 
not  Shink  H^aelf  at  Ubsrtgrtovii 
vitiMr  the  wtiilei^a  or  tho  sirfhif^tfe 
eence  m  this  itfBur,  espeeisKf  ^711 
lordships  ha^e  idready  passed  fsv  A 
sure  opon  the  paper  that  gave  ne  tfti 
motion.  But,  my  Lords,  ttjnsjsiti 
alwajTs  expedient  to  go  to  the  v^i 
justice,  especially  in  a  case  that  09) 
some  be  mought  to  flSect  the  i2ie*< 
the  press.  Therefore  I  thinlc  jov  n 
ships  ought  to  temper  your  seroi^ts  (I 
poor  man,  who  is  so  onfbrtuoBte,»Ui 
iieve,Jttndesignedly  to  fall  uodorjovli 
pleasure.  I  should  be  glad  to  Wi 
any  of  yoar  lordships,  if  the  sstlthi 
appeared,  whether  yonr  kndihipi*^ 
have  proceeded  to  these  erifiM 
agamsSthe  printer. '  My  LorM^M 
tile  House  would  haife  thosght  it  i* 
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lent,  if  mit  centpre  b$A  been  iaffictcd 
tpoBooeof  tlie^isooBcopcmied;  I^Uro 
gy  your  kMrdfibip9  would  bave  extended 
our  inddgen^  a  little  to  thw  man,  who 
ery  probmy  was  dirawa  in  by  the  aitB  of 
he  author  to  priat  this  libel.  I  be^  youv 
vitiujpa  would  conaider  this.  It  10  haxd 
bat  tlus  naaik  should  sufier  for  aootber 
BftD's  bet^^  coDtumadous ;  he  has,  mr 
..ordsy  shewn  all  due  respect  to  your  lord- 
liips'  Older,  and  it  would  sound  harsh  if 
rour  lordships  should  inflict  the  same  cen* 
lire  upon  him  that  you  would  have  in- 
Beted  upon  the  author,  had  he  appeared. 
[  am  far,  my  l^rds,  from  excusing  either 
»f  them,  but  I  hope  the  consideration  of 
vhat  this  man's  fate  would  have  b^oa,  had 
lie  author  appeared,  will  induce  your 
ordships  to  mitigate  it  now.  I  shall  make 
u>  motion,  my  Lords,  but  I  hope  what  I 
^e  thrown  out  may  have  some  influence 
rith  your  lordships. 

The  Earl  of  Abingdon* — My  Lords ;  I 
believe  there  are  veiv  few  or  no  instances, 
irherein  your  lordsnips  have  poceeded 
irith  severity  against  a  printer  when  the 
Buthor  was  discovered;  and  I  think  it 
would  be  hard,  if  your  lordsliips  were  to 
make  such  a  precedent  at  this  time.  In 
inferior  courts,  my  Lords,  it  very  seldom 
happens  that  printers  suffik*  when  the  au- 
thors are  known ;  and  I  hope  your  lord- 
ships wiU  on  this  occasion,  proceed  with 
that  lenity  which  distinguishes  this  House 
more  than  all  its  other  privileges. 

Lord  LaveL — My  Lords,  I  shouldbe  ver^ 
willing  to  §bew  all  indulgence  to  one  in  this 
person's  circumstances,  if  I  did  not  think 
his  offence  of  such  a  nature  as  to  admit  of 
no  mitigation.  Libels  of  this  kind  are  now 
grown  so  coounon,  and  appear  with  so 
much  impivii^  attending  the  authors,  that 
tbey  require  an  immediate  check  from  the 
k^gfslature.  The  noble  lords  who  spoke 
last,  seemed  to  think,  that  as  this  man  wes 
only  the  tool  of  the  author^  th^elore  we 
ought  to  pardon  him.  My  Lords,  as  we 
have  £Mind  the  paper  in  itself  to  be  a  libel, 
the  printer  in  toe  eye  of  the  law,  and  in 
equity  too,  is  m  guilty  as  the  author.  Were 
it  not  fiwr  the  prmterSy  these  infamous  pa- 
pers wookl  die  befone  thev  were  made  pub- 
uc;  it  is  the  printing  and  publishing  toem 
that  does  all  the  miaphief.  The  libel  now 
IB  my  hand  is  of  a  peculiar  malignancy.  It 
&Us  upon  dbaracters  that  are  above  envy 
itielf  to  asperse,  it  throws  out  insmuations 
that  AQpe  but  the  nest  corrupted  beart 
eoidd  siaggsst;^  endtWyJUirdtyAfMr^MS- 
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lediod  lipuniAeyefyoliewlMlnwe  shall 
find  to  have  had  aa  haiid  in  it,  we  do  an  in4 
dignity  to  oonel  ves.  My  Lords,  the  pub- 
licyin.  ceses  of  this  nature,  are  generally  fiu 
voumble  to  the  offisnder;  but  this  libel  ia 
of  10  virulent  a  nature,  that,  I  dare  say, 
themisaot  agentleaiaB  in  the  kingdom 
who  does  not  detest  it.  If  the  authors  and 
publishers,  therefore,  of  such  scandal,  are 
toot  punished,  the  public  itself  wfll  blMM 
us,  «m),  indeed,  1  do  not  see  what  character 
or  repiaation  is  safe. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  : 

My  Lords,  the  liberty  ef  the  press  ia 
what  I  think  ought  to  he  sacred  to  every 
Englishman,  and,  I  dare  answer  for  it,  wiU 
ever  be  so  to  your  lordships.  But,  my 
Lords,  though  the  liberty  of  the  press  is  in 
every  body's  mouth,  yet  I  am  amid,  there 
is  nothing  less  undeortood  than  the  natura 
of  that  l^erty.  My  Lords,  I  have  often 
desired  an  opportunity  of  delivering  to 
your  lordships  my  sentunents,  with  r^ard 
to  the  liberty  of  die  press;  and  as  thutez^ 

fression  has  been  mentiimed  in  this  debited 
think  I  cannot  have  a  fiiirer  opportonity 
of  doing  it  than  the  nresent:  but  I  hapm 
your  lordships,  beforcxiand,  will  acquit  me 
of  any  affectation  to  appear  singular  upon 
this  ocoesioiu  I  do  assure  you,  my  Lords, 
I  shall  speak  my  sentiments,  and  what  oc<» 
cure  to  me  from  the  roost  mature  i^ection 
I  am  abl^  to  make  upon  tibe  nature  of  our 
constitution  and  government. 

The  liberty  of  the  press,  my  Lords,  is 
by  most  people,  I  know,  taken  for  a  UbertY 
to  publish  every  indecency  of  any  kjnd, 
against  the  most  respectable  persons,  and 
the  higliest  characters ;  and  so  strongly 
does  tliis  fietion  prevail,  that  a  libeller  is  no 
sooner  prosecuted,  than  a  cry  is  immedi^ 
ately  set  up,  that  the  liberty  of  the  press  ie 
endangered*  But,  my  Lords,  give  no 
leave  to  say,  that  if  the  Ubertyoif  Uie  press 
connsts  in  d^fiunation,  it  Were  mucb  better 
we  were  without  any  such  liberty.  *  My 
notion,  my  Lords,  js  that  the  words,  ^  The 
Liberty  of  the  Press,'  are  improp^ly  used, 
to  express  a  ri^t,  which  is  peculiar  to  the 
press,  of  publishing  to  the  worid  any  de« 
uunetory  matter  to  the  prejudice  of  supcn 
lior,  ipferior,  or  equal.  My  Lords,  the 
laws  and  constitution  of  England  know  of 
no .  SMch  liberty ;  £oT  that  would  be  a  li- 
berty destructive  of  all  laws  and  all  con* 
stitutions*  ,How  these  words  came  to  ptn* 
vail,  was  my  Lords,  in  my  opinion,  in  this 
manner :  before  the  art  of  printing  was 
l0M>w»  in  £urope»  leaiBing  ms  coafioed 
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to  a  veiy  few.  At  that  tune,  the  tnm; 
tcriben  and  copiers  of  books  were  a  very 
coDsiderable  body  of  men^  and  were'under 
particular  r^ulalions  by  law.  When 
printing  was  ^scoTered,  these  restrictions 
Bell  of  course,  and  then  every  man  was  at 
liberty  to  communicate^atan  easy  expence, 
bis  labours  and  thoughts  Upon  any  subject 
to  the  whole  world.  This,  ray  Lords,  was 
found  so  very  convenienty  that  thence 
arose  the  words,  •  The  Liberty  of  the 
Pros.'  That  this  is  the  natural  oriffinal 
to  these  words,  my  Lords,  will  appear  nrom 
considering  the  nature  of  our  laws,  with 
regard  to  de&matory  libels  before  printing 
was  discovered,  compared  with  what  it  » 
now.  My  Lords,  before  the  discovery  of 
{Hinting,  very  strong  statutes  were  made 
against  defimiation,  which  very  statutes  are 
still  in  force ;  and  no  man,  my  Lords,  will 
shew  me  any  one  statute  upon  this  head, 
that  was  in  force  before  the  discovery  of 
printing,  which  has  been  since  repealed. 
From  this,  my  Lords,  I  think  it  is  evident, 
^at  by  the  expression,  *  The  Liberty  of 
th^  Press,'  can  never  be  understood  any 
liberty  which  the  press  acquired,  andwhicn 
was  unknown  before  the  discovery  ot  print- 
ing. This,  I  hope,  your  lordships  will  find 
a  fair  and  just  way  of  reasoning;  and  in- 
deed, the  only  way  on  which  we  can  rea- 
son on  this  subject  If  any  body>  my  Lords, 
is  of  opinion,  that  authors  acqmred  any 
new  privileges  or  liberties  when  priilting' 
was  discovered,  he  ous^t  to  prove,  my 
Lords,  either  that  the  old  statutes  on  that 
subject  were  repealed,  or  that  new  ones 
were  made  in  its  favour ;  which,  I  wiH  ven- 
ture to  say,  no  man  can  do.  It  is  true, 
my  Lords,  that  in  some  i^igns,  very  great 
restraints  have  been  laid  upon  the  press, 
and  very  great  severities  have  been  inm'cted 
on  authors  and  printers,  for  publishfaig  that 
which  would  now  pass  current.  But  this 
nev^r  proves  that  the  laws  rdating  to  de- 
fiimation  were  bad  bws ;  it  only  proves 
that  they  were  abused  by  power.  I  am 
very  sensible,  my  Lords,  of  now  much  use 
the  press  was  at  the  time  of  the  Revolu- 
tion ;  but  the  authors  who  wrote  at  that 
time  on  the  side  of  liberty,  advanced  no- 
thing that  wads  not  agreeable  to  the  consti- 
tution ;  they  were  warranted  by  law  for 
what  they  wrote,  and  they  had  the  sense 
of  the  nation  on  their  side.  Besides,  my 
Lords,  there  is  a  great  diilerence  betwixt 
an  author's  writing  ona  speculative  subject, 
•n  which  he  thinks  he  nas  Something  to 
communicate  that  may  be  of  service  to 
the  world,  and  an  author's  fUling  foul  on 
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all  mankind  becailse  they  are  not  oflai 
wayofthinldng.  The  authors ondieadeof 
the  Revolution,  my  Lords,  oommoiucated 
their  sentiments  with  the  greatot  defier- 
ence  to  the  persons  and  chiiactenafdidr 
superiors,  unmixed  with  personal  calum- 
nies, or  vmilent  reflectibns.  Thocfore, 
my  Lords,  it  is  a  groundless  tiy  Bpiott 
the  government,  when  a  libdlor  Is  pmiahed, 
to  compare  Uie  conduct  of  this^f;ovenimeiit 
to  Uiat  oefore  the  Revolution,  unlen  thow 
gentlemen  can  prove,  to  the  satis&ctioDtf 
a  jury,  that  they  write  with  as  mudi  cso- 
tion,  and  with  as  much  decoicy,  ssthe 
writers  who  in  the  re%ns  of  king  Charies 
2,  and  king  James  2,  wrote  on  the  prind- 
pies  of  liber^. 

Having  said  thua  much,  my  Lordi,  I 
cannot  help  taking  notice  of  another  very 
common  mistake,  with  regard  to  tiie  fre^ 
dora  which  some  gentlemen  think  thea- 
selves  entitled  to,  in  censuring  the  coodocC 
of  their  superiors.  This  is  a  freedom  un- 
known to  our  constitution,  and  sobfenife 
of  our  known  statutes,  because  a  git>t 
part  of  our  laws  are  intended  for  the  reficT 
of  any  person  who  is  injured  b^  another. 
Any  person,  my  Lords,  who  is  injured  bj 
another,  were  this  last  the  greatest  subject 
in  the  kingdom,  has  the  courts  of  jusdoe 
open  for  his  relief,  and  he  has  a  iaiy  wiio 
mil  do  him  justice  according  to  the  natare 
of  his  case,  and  then  the  law  is  satisfied. 
No  man,  my  Lords,  is  at  liberty,  bj  our 
laws,  to  carry  his  resentment  ftraisr,  be- 
cause, if  he  carries  it  fiirther,  he  cames  it 
beyond  law.  From  this,  my  Loids,  k  a 
plain,  that  whoever  attempta  toattvk  anr 
man's  character,  by  writing  or  pobluhii^ 
defamatory  libels,  is  guilty  of  a  trespass, 
and  can  plead  no  mitigation  of  hia  crime, 
either  firom  the  nature  of  oar  conatitutioD, 
or  the  tenorof  our  laws.  MyLords,l8fli 
sensible  this  doctrine  sounds  odd,  st  a  tune 
of  day  when  the  people,  under  the  ootioa 
of  liDerqr,  are  quite  intoxicated  with  t 
spirit  of  licentiousness.  But,  I  knov,  I 
speak  in  an  assembly  where  nothing  »  ^ 
proved  or  condemned  before  it  is  tho- 
roughly weired;  and  the  longer,  raj 
Lords,  your  lordships  weigh  what  I  have 
advanced,  I  am  convinced  your  kwddift 
will  think  it  more  reasonable.  The  wi 
we  are  now  upon- is  of  the  more  vinto 

auality,  in  thit  it  was  impossible  any  ^ 
liesubjects  of  the  libel  could  give  najj^ 
ground  of  provocation  to  the  author.  Mr 
Lords,  I  do  not  believe  any  of  the  noble 
lords,  attacked  by  this  impudent  UbeDtr, 
so  much  as  know  him  by  sight,  ftrle«hav» 
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lAd  aiijr  nudEiner  of  opportunity  to  injure 
lino.  This,  my  Lords,  is  an  aggravation 
>€  hm  offence ;  such  a  behaviour  can  pro- 
reed  from  nothing  but  a  wantonness  of 
riAlice,  and  therefore,  I  think,  deserves  all 
lie  severity  of  your  lordships'  censure. 

ILiord  Talboi^^My  Lords,  the  liberty 
>r  the  press  is  what  1  hope  never  to  hear 
ListixiffUished  away.  I  believe  every  Lord 
lere  is  sensible  that  it  is  in  a  great  measure 
»wing  to  the  liberty  of  the  press  that  this 
lay  we  enjiw  any  liberty  at  all.  I  do  not 
peak  in^diefence  of  the  author  or  printer 
>£  this  paper,  for,  if  it  is  such  a  hbel  as 
ome  lords  have  represented  it,  I  think  no 
tonest  man  will  defend  them.  But,  my 
l*ords,  the  noble  Lord  who  spoke  last,  has 
limself  furnished  me  with  what,  I  think,  is 
1  very  strong  argument,  why  we  ought  not 
o  proceed  against  them  in  this  nuumer. 
rhe  noble  lord  said,  that  when  the  mean- 
est subject  was  aggrieved  by  the  greatest 
nan  in  the  kingdom,  the  courts  ofjustice 
ure  open  for  his  relief  from  them.  My 
Lords,  if  it  is  so,  in  heaven's  name,  let 
;ho8e  aggrieved  by  this. libel  have  their  re- 
course to  the  inferior  courts  ofjustice,  and 
io  not  let  such  a  charge  lie  against  us,  that 
we  were  Judges,  juries,  and  parties  in  the 
«me  affiur. 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  carried 
n  the  aflirmative,  on  a  division  of  33 
igainst  72.  . 

Debaie  in  the  Commons  on  the  Number 
>f  the  Land  Forces.*^  Feb.  14.  The 
[Commons  havmg  resolved  into  a  Commit- 
ee  of  Supply, 

Sir  WUBam  Yonge  qpoke  as  follows : 

Sir;  as  it  is  the  business  of  this  Com- 
nittee,  not  only  to  provide  for  the  Army, 
>ut  to  detemune  tne  Number  of  Forces 
hat  is  to  be  kept  up  for  the  service  of  the 
SBSuing  year,  I  thiiU  it  my  duty  to  propose 
\o  you  the  number,  whidi  I  Uiink  neces- 
lary  for  that  purpose.  It  is  at  present.  Sir, 
IO  evident,  that  we  are  in  a  precarious  si- 
;tiation  with  regard  to  our  affiurs  abroad, 
ind  that  there  is  still,  to  our  misfortune, 
subsisting  amongst  us,  a  restless  and  disaf- 
ected  faction  at  home,  that  I  should  not 
iuidc  it  necessary  to  say  any  thine  in  fi^ 
^our  of  the  motion  I  am  to  make,  if  great 
>asJQ8  had  not  of  late  been  taken  to  per- 
iviade  people,  that  there  is  no  difference 
between  a  numerous  standing  army  kept 
op  within  the  kingdom  in  time  of  peace 
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without  consent  of  parliament,  which  can 
never  be  kept  in  such  a  manner,  but  with 
a  view  to  destroy  our  liberties,  and  a  pro-r 
pe^  number  of  regular  forces  kept  up,  from 
year  to  year,  by  authority  of  parhament, 
for  no  other  puc|>ose  but  to  preserve  the 
tranquillity  of  the  nation,  protect  us  against 
our  foreign  or  domestic  enemies,  and  assist 
the  civil  magistrate  in  the  due  execution 
of  the  laws  of  the  kingdom. 

As  to  the  present  circumstances  of  our 
affiurs  abroadi  Sir,  particularly  with  regard 
to  Spain,  it  may  be  propedy  said,  we  are 
as  yet  in  a  state  of  war.  llie  number  {k 
land  forces  we  have  kept  up,  and  the 
powerful  squadrons  we  have  from  time  to 
time  fitted  out,  have,  it  is  true,  prevented 
that  nation  from  coining  to  an  open  rup- 
ture with  us ;  and  have,  at  last,  compelled 
them  to  agree  to  a  reasonable  Convention 
for  settling  all  differences  between  the  two 
nations  in  an  amicable  manner ;  but  that 
Convention  can  be  said  to  be  no  more 
than  a  prelimmary  towards  a  future  defi- 
nitive treaty  of  peace :  the  principal  dif- 
ferences between  the  two  nations  remain, 
as  yet,  to  be  adjusted  by  a  future.treaty ; 
ana  if  we  keep  ourselves  in  a  proper  pos- 
ture of  defence,  I  do  not  doubt  but  that 
they  will  be  adjusted  to  our  satisfaction ; 
but  it  was  never  yet  heard,  that  either  of 
die  parties  eng^ed  in  war,  began  to  dis- 
bana  their  armies,  as  soon  as  preliminary 
articles  for  a  treaty  of  peace  were  agreed 
on.  In  such  a  case,  both  parties  rather 
increase  than  diminish  their  forces,  in 
order  to  convince  the  other,  that  they  are 
ready  to  continue  or  to  recommence  war, 
if  the  preliminaries  sliould  not  in  due  time 
be  carried  into  execution,  by  an  equal  and 
solid  treaty  of  peace.  Therefore,  if  wo 
duly  consider  the  present  circumstances  of 
our  affairs  abroad,  we  must  resolve  to  keep 
up  the  same  number  of  html  forces  we  had 
lastyear. 

Tiien  as  to  our  affairs  at  home.  Sir,  can 
any  one  say  tbat  the  number  of  ^  the  disaf* 
tected  and  seditious  is  less  than  it  was  last 
year  ?  Can  any  one  say  that  they  are  more 
quiet,  or  less  upi  to  take  the  nrst  oppor« 
tumty  for  raising  civil  wars  and  commo-* 
dons  in  their  native  country  ?  Sir,  the 
many  virulent,  false,  and  seaitious  libels, 
that  are  daily  publidied  against  his  Ma- 
jesty and  his  government,  are  sufficient 
testimonies,  that  the  disaffected  are  nei- 
ther less  numerous,  nor  moie  inclined  ^o  re- 
mahi  quiet,  and  submit  to  that  govern- 
ment, whidi  protects  them  in  the  tree  en- 
joyment of  wnat  they  possess^  th^n  they 
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were  last  year.  It  is  amazing  to  Amk^ 
what  an  mnnite  nuaber  of  in&nousltbeh 
are  daDy^  weekly,  monthly,  and  occasion- 
ally,  printed  and  dispersed  through  the 
whole  kingdo6i,  highly  reflecting  upon  his 
Majesty,  and  upon  every  roan  he  is  pleas- 
ed to  employ  in' conducting  the  pi^hfic  af- 
fairs of  the  nation.  When  we  reflect 
upon  it;  we  cannot  but  admire  the  lenity 
of  his  Majesty's  government,  and  the  pa- 
tience and  good  nature  of  almost  every 
man  that  has  any  influence  upon  his  coun- 
sels, ^ith  regard  to  printmg  and  pub- 
lishing, no  man  can  say,  that  the  disaffect- 
ed and  the  seditious  amongst  us,  have  of 
late  years  kept  themselves  within  the 
bounds  of  decency  ;  but  if  it  were  not  for 
the  number  of  land  forces  we  keep  up,  we 
could  not  expect  that  they  would -keep 
themselves  within  the  bounds  of  law. 
They  would  openly,  and  in  defiance  of  the 
civil  magistrate,  transgress,  in  the  most 
flagrant  manner,  the  known  laws  of  the 
kingdom  ;  because  it  would  be  impossible 
for  an3r  civil  magistrate  to  put  the  laws  in 
execution  against  them  :  tne  consequence 
of  which  would  certainly  be  anarcM^  and 
confusion  ;  and  this  would  as  certainly  end 
in  a  dissolution  of  our  constitution,  and  an 
establishment  of  arbitrary  power.  Of  this 
we  have  a  recent  example  but  in  the  last 
century,  which  ought  to  be  a  warning  to 
us,  not  to  leave  our  government  destitute 
of  those  means,  which  are  necessary  for 
supporting  it  against  the  disaffected  and 
seditious,  as  well  as  against  those  who  are 
fond  of  changes,  and  of  new  modelling  our 
constitution.  Therefore,  while  there  is 
such  a  faction  amongst  us,  we  ought  to 
keep  up  such  a  number  of  land'  forces, 
from  year  to  year,  by  authority  of  parlia^- 
ment,  as  may  be  sufficient  for  keeping  that 
ikction,  if  not  within  the  rules  of  decency, 
at  least  within  the  bounds  of  law :  as  that 
faction  cannot  be  said  to  be  now  less  nume- 
rous, or  less  turbulent,  than  they  were  last 
,  year,  we  must  resolve  to  keep  up  the  same 
number  of  Ihnd  forces  for  the  year  ensuing. 
^  To  this,  I  must  add,  Sir,  that  as  a  reduc- 
tion of  our  army  would  increase  the  hopes 
of  the  disaficcted  and  seditious,  and  conse- 
quently make  them  more  apt  to  raise  pub- 
he  disturbances,  or  to  join  with  any  foreign 
Sower  for  that  purpose,  it  would  of  course 
erogate  from  the  authority,  and  diminish 
the  weight  of  our  negociations  at  foreign 
courts,  and  would  make  sttch  of  them,  as 
had  any  disputes  with  us,  more  haughty  in 
their  behaviour  towards  us,  anymore  ob- 
atinate  in  their  demands';  for  we-  coiild 
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expect  no  regaitl  ot  esCeent  iriNd  oar  §>- 
reign  enemies,  if  oar  government  #ere  to 
so  weak  a  condition,  as  not  to  be  able  to 
keep  its  domestic  in  awe,  Tbey  would 
insist  upon  high  demands,  and  woAimAs 
no  compliances,  because  they  wmdd  ex- 
pect that  our  government  would  gmt 
them  any  thing,  radier  than  come  to  an 
open  rupture  :  and  because  they  wtjM 
suppose  that,  if  contrary  to  their  expecta- 
tions, we  should  come  to  an  openropCore, 
they  would  be  able  to  prevent  os  (mn 
doing  them  any  mtschfei,  by  gmag  oar 
government  enough  to  do  todfeftnd  itsdf 
against  the  disaffected  party  at  home,  en- 
couraged by  the  weakness  of  oar  gorero- 
ment  to  rebel,  and  supported  hj  tibe  sop- 
pi  res,  which  our  foreign  enemies  migm 
send  firom  time  to  thne  ta  their  aasstiDCf. 

From  hence.  Sir,  we  nn^  see  die  dii" 
advantage  we  should  be  under  bj  nd 
keeping  up  a  sufficient  body  of  r^iifar 
troops,  with  regard  to  oar  enemies,  or 
such  forei^  states  as  we  may  ban  m 
disputes  with  ;  and  with  regard  to  aiH 
we  couM  not  expect  tahave  any;  for  a 
all  alliances  are  estabfisbed  upon  tbe  nm- 
tual  advantage  or  secority  of  the  two  ex- 
tracting parties,  and  can  be  lo  fooger 
preserved,  than  while  that  advantBge  ff 
security  continues  mutual,  what  advm- 
tage  or  security  could  any  state  in  Corope 
expect  from  this  nation,  if  our  goren- 
ment,  so  far  6rom  having  any  r^ular 
troops  to  send  to  dieir  assistance,  ban  m( 
a  sufficient  number  to  protect  itself  iganf 
domestic  enemies  ?  In  such  a  cw,  if^ 
certain  no  foreign  nation  could'espcctanr 
advanti^  or  secoiity  &oai.aa  aKncem 
this  nation,  and  consequently  would  ofi- 
ther  stipulate  to  ^ve  U5  any  aaifitance, 
nor  pernrm  any  stipulations  tfta^  hsrei^ 
ready  made  for  that  purpose;  whkft 
would  ^e  an  additional  encooragenieDtro 
those  that  are  now  our  eneBues^<i^^ 
may  hereafter  become  our  enemies,  fir  w 
insult  us  in  every  partof  theworiB. 

Tlius,  1  think.  Sir,  it  iffplaiB,tharfe 
must  necessarily  keep  up  a  suflkient  dubt- 
her  of  land  forces,  at  least  fortflisOTwiB*; 
year ;  and  as  our  circumstances  are  ik*. 
m  every  respect,  the  same  they  were  tef 
year,  no  less  a  number  can  be  sag^Of^^ 
be  sufficient  for  the  ensuing  year,  tia 
what  was  deemed  by  the  pOTraiinent  fet 
session,  necessary  ror  the  service  rf  ^ 
year  now  near  expired.  Thwiqjh  we  ^ 
made  a  step,  ana  I  hopr  itwal  br « «^ 
cessful  one,  tojfards  estabtishing  s  «>^ 
and  lasting  fettce  ;  yet  it*  nnisr  6e  l^ 
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knowlcdjlisd  tilstt  <Htt  flfoBnc  ttbrofid  8r^  ds 
yet  in  a  ver^  uncettflin  situaiioti ;  aond  ad 
to  our  affiiirs  at  honiey  we  find  (lie  I9ieb 
published  againdt  the  government  as  dui 
meroiu  and  as  viralenty  end  mobs  and  riots 
among  the  people^  as  freauehty  as  they 
were  about  the  beginning  of  last  session  m 
parliament,  or  indeed,  as  ever  they  were 
m  this  or  any  other  nation,  where  there 
was  a  certain  form  of  government  regu- 
larly established. 

But,  Sir,  whatever  nuoAer  of  land  forces 
you  may  think  sofflcient  for  the  ensuing 
year,  as  long'  as  they  are  kept  up  by  au- 
thority of  parliament,  and  from  year  to 
year  only,  they  must  be  widely  different 
froTii  a  standing  a^my,  kept  up  without  a^y 
such  authority.  For  as  the  keeping  up  of 
a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace,  but  for 
3ne  day,  without  the  Consent  of  parliament, 
[s  of  itself  an  invasion  upon  our  constitu- 
rion  ;  such  an  army  can  be  kept  up  for  no 
i>ther  purpose  but  to  destroy  oui*  const ita- 
aofi,  in  order  to  secure  those  who  have,  by 
K>  doing,  made  an  invasion  upon  it,  against 
;hat  punishment  which  is  due  to  them  for 
xansgressing  the  most  fundamental  laws 
yf  their  country.  Whereas  a  sufficient 
lumber  of  regular  troops,  kept  op  by  au- 
hority  of  parliament,  and  from  year  to 
rear  only,  can  .be  kept  up  for  no*  other 
^nd,  but  to  preserve  our  constitution ;  be- 
.'xiuse  the  parliament  will  never  consent 

0  the  keeping  up  of  a  greater  number 
han  is  sumcient  for  that  purpose;  nor 
irill  they  consent  to  the  keeping  up  of  any 
lumber  longer,  than  it  appears  absolutely 
lecessary  for  preserving  the  constitution, 
nd  defending  us  against  our  foreign  and 
lomestic  enemies.  For  the«^  reasons, 
»ir,  I  must  think  the  least  nutnbor  we  can 
T*opose  to  keep  up  for  the  ensuing  year, 
:>r  guards  and  garrisons  in  Great  Britain, 
nd'  for  Guernsey  lind  Jersey,  miist  be, 

1  eluding  18T5  mvalids,  andf  635  men, 
which  the  six  independent  companies 
onsist  of  for  the  service  of  the  ftighlahi^) 
y  /TOif  men,  commission  and  non-commu^- 
c>n  officers  included. 

31i'.  Shippen  : 

Sir  ;  I  must  say  I  am  not  a  little  iur- 
rized  at  the  motion  X  have  now  heard 
^de  to  you.  When  the  preliminary  Con- 
i^ntion  between  tliis  nation  and  Spain  was 
iS.  before  us,  I  perused  it  with  great 
't.ention,  in  order  to  see  wHat  ad- 
[sntages  we  had  got*  by  it;  and  when  I 
»  uld  find'  no  onfe  advantage  we  had  got, 
:  ch  regard  to  tbe  disputes  tetween  tHe  two 


A.  D.  itm. 


[1S» 


natvMW,  I  eoHehided  thut^ur  ministers  fmB 
got  some  private  aamrances  from  8pstffr, 
that  idl  would  be  set  right  in  a  short  time 
by  a  defhkitive  treaty  m  peace,  and  thac 
they  had  in  the  mean  time  agreed  t& 
this  preliminary  treaty  and  a  suspension 
of  anhs,  with  a  view  to  sav^  dursdven 
some  expence  by  a  reduction  of  oar  lattet 
forces.  ' 

Spain  has,  ^t  is  true,  Sir,  for  many  years, 
been  in  a  state  of  war  against  this  nation, 
though  we  have  never  once  committed! 
any  real  hostility  against  them.  But  after 
the  moving  application  that  was  made  hst 
year  to  parliament,  after  the  strong  Reio-^ 
Intions  Doth  Houses  then  came  fio',  and 
after  the  expensive  preparations  we  made 
last  summer,  I  did  imi^ine,  that  we  were 
at  la^  to  begin  hostilities  in  our  turn ;  and 
when  I  heard  that  a  treaty  was  on  foot,  I 
concluded  that  Spain  had  been  so  wise  as 
to  appfy  to  us  for  a  suspension  of  hostilrties^ 
and  lor  that  purpose  had  proposed  to  make 
such  concessions,  by  prefimmary  articled, 
as  might  serve  for  the  basis  of  a  sdid  an^ 
honourable  treaty  of  peace. 

In  treaty-making,  Sn*,  it  is  usual  t6 
leave  such  articles  as  require  a  long  di^« 
cnssion,  to  be  settled  afterwards  by  com- 
missaries ;  but  preliminaries  to  a  treaty, 
between  two  contending  nations,  are  never 
concluded,  at  least  they  are  seldom  for- 
mally and  solemnly  agreed  on,  except 
when  one  of  the  parties  is  afraid  of  strfPer- 
ing  by  an  open  rupture,  or  by  a  continu- 
ance of  the  war.  When  this  is  the  case, 
the  part^  in  danger  applies  foir  having  ft 
suspension  of  arms  upon  certain  prefrmi- 
riaries,  and  generally  offers  to  give  some 
pledge,  as  a  security  for  the  performance 
of  such  preliminaries  as  shall  be  agreed  on. 
Most  or  us  remember,  that  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht  was  preceded  by  preliminaries, 
and  a  suspension  of  arms  between  France 
and  us ;  but  then,  as  we  were  in  no  danger 
By  a  continuance  of  the  war,  we  would 
agree  to  neither,  till  France  put  Dunkirk 
into  our  hands,  as  a  pledge  for  her  per^ 
formance  of  the  preliminaries.  This,  I 
say,  was  the  method  of  treaty-making  at 
\*he  time  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and,  I 
bi^lieve,  for  all  ages  before  that  time ;  but 
whcit  has  been  our  method  since  that  time, 
r  cannot  take  upon  me  to  say :  so  far, 
howei'er,  I  may  say,  that  whatever  has 
been  ot^r  method  of  treaty-making  since 
that  timtS^and  God  knows  we  have  made 
enough  o^*  them,  we  have  got  nothing  by 
it;  for,  if  ww*^  haVe  preserved  ourselves  in 
si  sort  of  p^g^9  w6  huve  made  no  advan^ii 
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tage  of  that  peace :  our  taxes  are  more 
numerous,  and  our  public  debt  as  great  as 
it  wras  at  the  end  of  tne  war :  and,  I  believe, 
bur  trade  is  not  near  in  such  a  flourishing 
condition  as  it  was  during  the  war.         ^ 

Therefore,  Sir,  I  cannot  say  that  I  en- 
tirely depended  upon  our  havmg  observed 
the  usual  method  of  treaty-making;  but 
for  the  sake  of  my  country,  I  hoped  we 
liad ;  and  as  I  could  not  suppose  that  we 
were  in  danger  of  being  suiterers  by  an 

-  open  rupture  with  Spain,  I  concluded,  that 
by  the  preliminary  Convention  I  heard 
talked  or,  they  had  agreed  to  make  some 
general  concessions  with  regard  to  the  dis- 

*  "putes  betweeA  us,  and  to  put  some  pledge 
mto  our  hands,  as  a  demonstration  of  their 
sincerity,  which,  I  am  sure,  we  have  had 
great  cause  to  doubt  of,  for  almost  tliese 
twenty  years  past. 

But  when  i  saw  this  Convention,  how 
greatly  was  I  dis^pointed!  Instead  of 
Uieir  makinff  concessions  to  us,  we  have 
made,  I  think,  most  dangerous,  I  sliall  not 
say  dishonourable,  copcessioas  to  them, 
and  have  got  nothing  m  return,  no  not  so 
much  as  a  suspension  of  their  usual  hosti- 
lities. Insteaa  of  theu-  giving  us  a  pledge, 
we  have  given  one  to  them,  bv  agreems 
that  things  shall  remain  in  Florida  and 
Cardina,  in  the  situation  they  are  in  at 
present,  without  increasing  the  fortifica- 
tions there,  or  taking  any  new  posts.  In 
short,  Sir,  by  this  Convention,  Spain  has 
not  even  agreed  to  suspend  hostilities,  yet 
we  have  agreed  not  to  provide  for  our  de- 
fence ;  from  whence  it  should  seem  as  if 
we  had  sued  to  Spain  for  a  suspension  of 

^  arms,  upon  any  preliminaries  they  might 
think  fit  to  prescribe ;  and  yet  I  cannot 
think  the  nation  had  any  reason  to  be  afraid 
of  an  open  rupture  with  Spain,  whatever 
some  persons  amongst  us  may  have ;  for, 
from  our  agreeing  to  such  preliminaries, 
I  must  either  think  that  there  are  some 
persons  amongst  us  that  are  most  terribly 
afiraid  of  it,  and  are  therefore  willmg  to 
yield  to  any  thin^,  rather  than  come  to  an 
open  rupture  with  that  nation ;  or  I  must 
think,  as  I  have  said,  that  our  ministers 
had  some  private  assurances  of  the  court 
of  Spain  being  inclined  to  do  us  justice 
in  a  short  time,  by  a  definitive  treaty,  and 
that  they  accepted  of  these  preliminaries, 
with  a  view  of  saving  something  to  the 
nation,  by  a  reduction  of  our  land  forces 
for  this  ensuing  year. 

Now,  Sir,  as  I  always  judge  cb^ritably, 
I  supposed  that  this  last  wa^  che  case ; 
and  therefore  when  the  hon«  gentleman, 


who  made  this  BBOtioo,  stood  iqs  I  ex- 
pected an  elegant  panegyric  upon  the 
wisdom  of  our  late  measures,  and  the  great 
care  that  was  takeq  to  embrace  every  op- 
portunity of  saving  expence  to  the  nation; 
for  no  man  is  more  capable  than  he ;  and 
I  expected  that  he  would  have  comjuded 
with  a  motion  for  no  more  than  12,000 
men  for  tlie  ensuing  year,  as  an  earnest  o( 
the  benefits  we  are  to  reap  by  this  new 
Convention,  and  as  a  proof  of  the  assu* 
ranees  the  hon.  gentleman's  fiiends  have 
of  the  just  mid  good  inclinations  his  Ca- 
tholic majesty  has  towards  this  nation. 
This,  I  say,  was  what  I  expected;  but  how 
much  was  I  surprized,  when  I  beard  him 
begin  to  argue  for  the  same  number  of 
land  forces  that  were  voted  last  year,  at  a 
time  when  eveiy  man,  at  least  every  noaa 
that  was  not  in  the  secret,  imagined  we 
were  upon  die  brink  of  a  furious  war ! 

If  we  have  no  dependence  upon  this 
treaty.  Sir,  why  was  it  made  I    Fpr  it  n 
impossible,  since  the  tim^  it  was  ratified, 
we  could  have  liad  cause  to  alter  our  sen- 
timents.   If  we  have  a  dependence  i^>oa 
it,  why  not  make  the  proper  advantage  oC 
it,    by  lessening    the    public    expence  ? 
Every  one  knows  that  our  land  forces 
have  no  influence  upon  the  counads  of 
Spain :  It  is  our  navs)  force  they  are  afraid 
or:   that  we  have  already  reducecl ;  and 
therefore  if  it  be  said  that  Spain  must  be 
frightened  into  a  performance,  as  well  as 
they  were  into  the  treaty,  we  have  b^ua 
at  the  wrong  end.  But  I  cannot  have  such 
an  opinion  of  so  wise  an  administratioo : 
firom  the  reduction  of  our  naval  force  I 
must  conclude,  that  they  are  assured  of 
Spain  bein^  inclined  to  do  us  justice  by 
the  definitive,  though  they  have  done  us 
none    by  the   prehminary  treaty;    and 
therefore  the  circumstances  of  our  afiEurs 
abroad,  can  be  no  argument  for  our  keep- 
ing up  the  same  nuxm>er  of  land  forces  we 
had  last  year ;  nor  can  it  be  said  our  fo- 
reign afiairs  are  in  the  same  situation  they 
were  the  beginninff  of  last  session  of  par- 
liament.    We  had  then   no  preliminary 
treaty,  nor  any  assurances  of  a  satis&ctorj 
definitive  treaty :  now  we  have  both,  or 
otherwise  the  hon.  gentleman's  friends 
have  transgressed  the  rule  he  himself  has 
laid  down ;  for  they  have  already  begun  to 
disband  their  armies,  and  those  armies,  too^ 
which  are  the  only  effectual  armies  against 
Spain,  I  mean  our  souadrons  of  men  of 
war.    Let  us  then  foUow  their  example : 
the  hon.  gentleman  will,  I  hope,  adnut  wa 
cannot  follow  a  better :  let  us  begin  to  re- 
duce our  land  forces. 
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But  suppose.  Sir,  we  were  still  in  a 
>c8riou8  situation  with  regard  to  affairs 
roed,  can  it  be  thought  tliat  our  influence 
foreign  courts  depends  upon  the  number 
hmd  forces  we  keep  in  continual  pay  ? 
I,  Sir,  our  influence  depends  upon  the 
hes  and  number  of  our  people,  and 
t  upon  the  number  of  our  regular  regi- 
nts,  or  the  appearance  they  make  at  a 
riew.  We  have  many  thousands  that 
dd  make  as  good  an  appearance  in  the 
f  of  battle,  if  their  country  were  in  dan- 
r,  though  they  dre  not  at  present  mas- 
8  of  all  the  punctilios  proper  only  for  a 
riew.  We  have  a  navy  which  no  nation 
die  world  can  equal,  fat  less  overcome, 
which  we  may  carry  the  dread  of  this 
tion  into  every  country  tliat  is  visited  by 
•  ocean  :  and  we  have  money,  notwith- 
mding  the  bad  use  we  have  made  of  a 
ig  peace,  to  hire  as  many  foreign  troops 
we  can  have  occasion  for,  and  to  sup- 
rt  them  as  longas  we  can  have  any  ser- 
lefor  them.  Therefore,  while  we  are 
iimimous  amongst  ourselves,  while  our 
l^emment  possesses  the  hearts  and  affec- 
Id8  of  the  people  in  general,  which  every 
tttous  and  wise  government  must  neces- 
rhy  do,  this  nation  must  always  have 
eat  influence  upon  the  counsels  of  every 
art  m  Europe,  nay,  of  every  court  in  the 
nrld,  where  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  ex- 
Id  our  influence. 

From  hence  we  may  see.  Sir,  that  in 
b  nation,  we  can  never  have  occasion 
r  keeping  up  a  great  number,  or  any 
mber  of  regular  troops,  in  order  to  give 
agfat  to  our  negociations ;  and  if  any 
wer  in  Europe  £ould  refuse  to  observb 
perform  the  treaties  thevhave  made 
m  us,  we  ought  not  to  seek  for  redress 
oe^ociation :  we  may  make  a  demand, 
t  it  IS  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  powerful 
flple  to  sue  for  justice.  Upon  the  first 
wal  or  afiected  delay,  we  ought  to  com- 
l  them,  not  by  keeping  an  army  at 
me,  which  wotnd  be  ridiculous,  but  by 
iding  an  irresistible  fleet,  with  an  army 
board,  to  ravage  their  coasts;  or  by 
tting  some  of  their  neighbours,  with  our 
listance,  to  attack  them;  both  which 
B  always  be  in  the  power  of  every  go- 
mment  of  this  country,  that  preserves 
sir  influence  abroad,  by  preserving  the 
fictions  of  the  people  at  home ;  and 
It  without  keeping  any  number  of  regu- 
[*^oc»8  always  in  pay;  for  whilst  the 
irit  of  liberty,  which  is  the  nursing  mo- 
fer  of  courage,  is  preserved  among  our 
ople,  we  shall  never  want  a  great  num- 


ber of  brave  men'  of  all  degrees  amongst 
us,  that  will  be  ready  to  venture  their 
lives  in  the  cause  of  tfiQir  country ;  and 
such  men  may,  in  a  few  weeks,  be  suffi- 
ciently disciplined  for  action,  though  they 
might  not,  perhaps,  observe  all  the  punc* 
tilios  so  exactly  as  a  parcel  of  idle  merce- 
nary fellows,  who  have  had  nothing  perhaps 
to  do  for  seven  years  together,  but  danc« 
through  theur  exercises. 

The  keeping  up  of  a  Standing  Army  in 
this  nation,  can  never  therefore  be  neces« 
sary,  either  for  preserving  our  infliience 
amongst  our  neighbours,  or  for  punishine 
such  of  them  as  shall  offend  us ;  and  with 
respect  to  our  own  defence,  as  we  have  no 
frontier  but  the  ocean,  while  we  preserve 
a  superiority  at  sea,  a  popular  government 
in  this  country  can  never  be  under  the 
least  necessity  of  keeping  up  any  land- 
forces,  especially  if  they  would  take  care 
to  have  our  militia  but  tolerably  armed 
and  disciplined ;  for  no  nation  wiU  be  mad 
enough  to  invade  us,  while  we  are  united 
among  ourselves,  witli  a  handful  of  troops, 
who  must  either  all  die  by  the  sword,  or 
be  made  prisoners  of  war,  because  we 
could,  by  means  of  our  navy,  prevent  their^ 
being  able  to  return.  And,  if  any  of  our 
foreign  neighbours  should  prepare  to  in- 
,vade  us  wiUi  a  great  fleet  and  a  numerous 
army,  we  would  not  only  have  time  to  pre- 
pare for  their  reception,  but  we  might  lock 
them  up  in  theii^  ports,  by.  means  of  our 
navy,  or  we  might  give  them  enough  to 
do  at  home,  by  stirring  ujp  some  of  their 
neighbours  upon  the  continent  to  invade 
them. 

Thus  it  appears.  Sir,  that  no  govern- 
ment in  this  island  can  ever  have  occasion 
for  keeping  up  a  Standing  Army  in  time 
of  peace,  unless  it  be  to  stmdue  uie  liber- 
ties of  the  people.  This,  every  man  in 
the  kingdom,  whose  judgment  is  not 
biassed  by  his  hopes  or  his  fears,  must  be 
sensible  of;  and  therefore  every  govern- 
ment that  does  keep  up  a  Standing  Army 
in-  time  of  peace,  whether  with  or  without 
the  consent  of  parliament,  must  forfeit  the 
aflections  of  the  people.  Then,  indeed,  a 
Standing  Army  becomes  necessary  for  the 
support  of  that  government,  not  against 
foreigners,  but  against  their  native  coun- 
try ;  but  no  army,  even  the  greatest  they 
can  keep  up,  %viil  give  them  an  influence 
at  foreign  courts,  or  an  authority  among 
their  own  people.  Abroad  they  will  be 
despised,  at  home  they  may  be  dreaded, 
but  they  will  be  hated ;  and,  in  that  case, 
-a  small  handful  of  foreign  troops,  thrown 
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into  Aoy  oomer  of  the  islaad,  might  be  of 
the  moat  dangerous  consequeoce  to  tke 
ISOv^ernineot,  because  thay  would  be  joined 
by  the  whole  pe(^le»  and  perhaps  by  a 
great  part  of  the  army* 

To  pnetend,  Sir,  that  there  is  still  a 
^[rcat  disafieotcd  party  amongst  ust  13,  I 
mm  sure,  no  pompliment  to  his  Majesty,  or 
to  his  inostrious  &inily  ;  and  therefore  I 
wonder  to  hear  any  gentlenani  that  has 
Ihe  honour  to  senre  the  crown,  insist  upon 
it.  There  are,  it  is  true,  many  discooo 
ieated,  but  few  or  none  disaffected ;  and 
-the  discontents  that  are  so  general  amongst 
as,  proceed  &om  our  having  so  long  k^ 
4ip  a  numerous  Standing  Army,  and  from 
'  aome  other  measures  I  could  mention. 
Change  but  your  measures,  reduce  your 
.army,  put  a  confidence  in  the  people,  aud 
the  disc<H)tents  will  soon  vanish,  your  ^peo- 
ple  will  put  a  confidence  in  you,  and  will 
be  a  better  safe^guard  for  the  government, 
tlian  any  army  that  can  be  kept  up.  Your 
foreign  enemies  will  then  fear  you,  and 
your  friends  wiU  respect  you ;  because  the 
Ibnoer  wiU  be  afraid  of  that  vengeance, 
which. they  know  you  are  able  to  pour 
4own  upon  them,  cmd  the  latter  wiQ  de- 
pend upon  that  assistaace,  which  they 
know  you  are  c»paUe  to  fiive.  If  any  of 
pur  allies  slioudd  want  lana4bnoes  for  tneir 
.^ssistaaoe^  ve  can  hire  as  many  foreign 
troops  for  Uieir  service  as  they  may  stand 
in  meed  of:  if  we  cpuld  not  hire  such 
iroops,  we  could  soon  raise  a  body  of 
troopamthioour  own  dominions,  though  we 
had  not  ft  regular  atandiag  regiment  m  the 
kingdom ;  and  we  could  transport  them 
by  our  fleet,  wherever  our  alhes  might 
aland  nos^  in  seed  of  them.  Ry  our  uH- 
4Ui<es,  X  kaow,  wo  sometimes  engage  to 
toad  a  body  of  troops  to  the  assistance  of 
i^iHT  aJlios;  but  I  do  not  remember,  we 
<ever  engaged,  that  those  troops  should  be 
all  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  or  that  tliey 
obould  bo  audi  as  we  had  kept  in  pay  for 
several  yeaiv  preceding.  ThereK»re  we 
inay  perK>rm  Qwr  engagements  to  our  al- 
lies, and  aiayafiard&ema  proper  support 
aad  assistaoee,  without  koepmg  a  Staod- 
sng  Army  always  in  pay. 

i  shall  griaayt.  Sir,  that  the  keeping  up 
of  a  numerous  Slaodiiig  Army  in  time  of 
peaoe,  by  authority  of  parliameot,  is  opt 
•oontpafy  io  law ;  but  I  will  aver,  that  it  is 
contrary  tp,  and  inconsisteot  with  our  cpa- 
stimHJoo*  If  some  future  venal  parliament 
shpuJd  pass  a  Jaw  for  enabling  the  King  to 
in^posotaaaes^aod  raise  mooey  by  proda- 
matipn^  the  maaoy  m  iwa?d  would  oot  b« 
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coatrary  to  lav,  but  sarely  it  vooUbe 
contrary  to  our  constitution*  To  u^U  va 
that  the  parliament  will  never  coosent  to 
the  keapiog  up  of  a  greater  Dsmber  of 
land-forces,  than  is  somcieBt  for  preten- 
ing  the  constitution,  or  that  thev  wiiiQever 
consent  to  keep  up  any  number,  longer 
than  it  appears  necessary  for  defendiDg 
us  against  foreign  or  domestic  enanie^ 
is  to  tell  us  what  no  man  can  answer  fioc. 
Suppose  there  should  be  a  majority  in  eadi 
House  of  Parliament,  consisting  of  officers 
of  the  army,  and  other  instrumeats  of  ss 
administration ;  can  we  suppose  that  socb 
a  parliameht  would  have  any  re^rd  to  the 
preservation  of  the  constitution,  if  it  should 
appear  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  pre- 
servation  of  tlie  minister  upon  whom  tkj 
depended  ?  and  suppose  we  had  the  m^ 
fortune  to  have,  at  that  tinoe,  a  prime  ml 
nister,  contemned  abroad,  and  hated  bj 
every  man  at  home,  except  those  who 
were  his  immediate  tools  ;  can  we  supp(»e 
that  such  a  parliament  would  not  give 
their  consent  to  keep  up  a  Standing  Array, 
not  for  preserving  the  constitution,  but  (or 
preservinjg  the  minister,  by  destroying  the 
constitution  ? 

Sir,  a  numerous  Standing  Arm j,  kept 
up  by  authority  of  .parliament,  is  more 
dangerous  to  our  liberties,  than  such  an 
army  kept  up  without  anjr  such  authwity; 
because  in  the  latter  case,  the  people 
would  immediately  see  their  Jiberties  were 
struck  at,  and  would  therefore  take  the 
alarm ;  but  in  the  former,  the^  would  pro* 
bably,  by  the  interpositk»B  of  p<rii«i«fltfi 
be  lulled  asleep,  till  their  fetters  vei? 
rivettod.  This  I  have  long  eadsavoured 
to  prevent :  this,  while  I  Inne,  I  shsU  al- 
ways endeavour  to  prevent ;  and  thereto 
1  am  now  £6r  reducmg  the  anajr  to  I2fi00 
men ;  for  even  that  number  I  tnink  greater 
than  is  altogetiier  consistent  with  tke  sait) 
of  our  constitution.  Tbe  very  Resoiutiflt 
this  House  comes  to  yearly,  with  t^^ 
to  the  number  of  our  laod-finroes,  fiem 
tliat  it  is.  By  the  words  of  that  Bewb- 
tion,  we  ought  to  have  no  marching  v^ 
meats  quartered  up  and  down  tbe  cwar 
try,  to  the  oppression  of  our  inB-hohkili 
victuallers,  rad  other  publip-bouses,  »» 
to  the  debauching  of  the  morals  of  all 
ranks  of  people.  We  poght  to  have  oose 
but  guards  and  garrisons.  Qur  guards 
ought  .never  to  consist  of  above  4,0(W 
jpoen ;  and  I  should  be  ghwl  toknow  whe« 
the  garrisons  are  in  Great  Britain,  or  tf 
Guernsey  or  Jersey^  that  lequire  no  letf  • 
number  than  BjOOO.    Tteifiw  ire  ai# 
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o  alter  tiie  words  of  our  ReMlurion,  or 
w  OQglil  to  te^KM^e  our  army  even  below 
1^,000.  However,  as  other  gentlemen 
reem  wtStng  to  aBow  12,000  for  the  ser- 
rice  of  this  enstsing  jrettr,  I  shall  not  be 
ig^fi9t  that  ^iirnb^. 

Mr.  LyUdton  : 

Sir ;  I  am  reafiy  surprised  at  the  silenee 
m  one  side  of  the  ifoose.  Sure  this  qoes- 
ion  is  of  Hnportasoe  eooogh  %o  desenre  a 
lebtrte.  How  great  an  evfl  soever  a 
^aodmg  Army  a«iy  be,  this  way  of  treat- 
n$  audi  a  question  ts  worse;  it  is  the 
rigliest  eoBtempt  of  the  constitution  ima- 
pitable.  Sir,  it  we  ^  on  thus,  will  peo- 
ple be  aHent  out  of  doors  too  ?  I  wish  they 
nay ;  fw  if  they  talk  of  our  proceedings, 
liey  will  talk  in  a  language  that  will  not 
>e  mucfh  for  the  honour  of  the  House. 

Sir,  fl»  a  good  deal  has  been  said  about 
:hc  abuse  ofthe  press,  by  one  of  the  very 
'ew  gentlemen  who  have  deigned  to  spedk 
n  this  debate,  I  beg  to  be  indulged  in  a 
ew  words  upon  that  article.  A  nree  exa- 
niBatlon  of  all  measures  of  government, 
md  of  the  characters  of  mimsten,  so  far 
IS  their  characters  are  inseparable  from 
iieir  measures,  w  the  life  of  a  free  state : 
t  ia  what  no  good  minister  will  ever  call 
m  abuse  of  the  press :  it  is  what  no  good 
ninister  would  desire  to  restrain*  But  at- 
:acking  the  private  character  of  a  minister, 
^is  private  defects  or  frailties,  in  which  the 
lablic  is  not  concerned,  this  indeed  is  li- 
bellous, and  this  cannot  be  justified :  nor 
Km  abuse  thrown  out  upon  private  per- 
lons,  be  excused  in  those  who  are  the 
lirty  tools  of  calumny,  or  in  the  more  dirty 
mtrons  who  employ  and  pay  such  tools : 
;his.  Sir,  is  infamous,  and  this  should  foe 
-estratned.  But  how  restrained  ?  by  con- 
empt,  by  disregard  of  ft,  by  a  fair  and 
^nfe  appeal  to  Uie  candid  sense  of  man- 
kind ;  Of  in  very  flagrant  cases,  by  the  due 
rourse  of  justice  and  law :  not  by  strains 
]f  authority,  not  by  Star-Chamber  work, 
lot  by  the  extraorttinaiy  exercise  of  efts- 
;retionaiy  powers^  from  which  the  guilty 
ind  the  innocent  may  suffer  alike:  this 
hould  be  carefully  avoided  in  a  country 
>f  freedom;  not  for  the  sake  of -these 
vriters,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  constitn- 
ion,  for  the  sake  of  liberty,  and  that  the 
aw  of  the  land  may  be  the  rule  and  mea- 
sure of  aH  men*s  security.  But  for  God's 
mke.  Sir,  how  comes  the  abuse  of  the  press 
^o  be 'a  point  insisted  on  in  the  debate  of 
^o-day?  what  has  that  to  do  with  18,000 
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wiea?  are  oar  dragoons  to  he  licensetv  of 
the  press  ?  I  hope  they  are  tiot. 

As  to  the  uncertain  situation  of  affairs 
abroad,  (thiat  I  lltii^,  was  the  term  used 
by  the  hon.  gendematt  over  the  way)  I 
will  -say  bat  one  word.  ^¥hy  have  we 
ci^d  home  o«r  fleets  ?  To  deprive  our- 
selves of  the  only  means  we  have  of  hurting 
oar  enemies,  by  Yectdling  our  fleets  upoa 
the  presumption  of  a  peace,  and  dien  to 
depnve  ourmves  of  the  fraita  of  a  peace,  bf 
keeping  up  our  army  to  the  number  of  last  ^ 
year,  is  I  confess,  a  poKcy  which  I  do  not 
comprehend.  Is  this  Convention,  which 
we  have  concluded,  something  or  nothing  f 
Sir,  I  think  it  worse  than  nothing  ;  but  aa 
there  are  some  gentlemen  who  speak  very 
highly  of  it,  if  it  deserves  the  encomiums^ 
I  should  be  glad  to  know,  for  what  thia 
number  is  asked?  Why,  to  support  the 
peace,  it  seems.  To  support  it.  Sir,  against 
whom  ?  Not  against  ourselves  I  hope,  not 
against  the  nation*  If  the  peace  be  what 
it  ought  to  be,  we  shall  have  no  enemies^ 
and  it  will  support  itself;  if  it  be  bad  and 
dishonourable,  to  have  it  supported  by  an 
army,  is  a  sad  resource  indeed :  it  is  such 
a  support  as  despair  only  could  want :  it  la  ■ 
such  a  support  as  I  wifl  not  imagine  pos- 
sible. 

But  gentlemen  say,  it  will  give  weight  to 
our  measures  abroad.  What  weiffhtnas it 
given?  I  appeal  to  experience.  &  not  the 
period  of  our  keep^g  up  this  number  of 
men,  the  most  jnglorious  period  of  the 
English  history  ?  Has  not  every  year  been 
marked  out  by  some  new  indignity,  some 
new  dishonour,  some  new  proof  oif  con- 
tempt ?  Have  we  been  armea  of  late  to  any 
other  pui7>ose,  \haxk  to  make  our  tameneas 
appear  more  ridiculous  ?  For  my  own  part. 
Sir,  I  must  say,  that  were  I  determined  to 
suffer  myself  to  be  robbed  without  any  re- 
sistance, 1  should  think  it  was  judging  very 
ill,  to  travel  with  arms. 

Sir,  with  regard  to  disorders  at  home, 
neither  what  has  been  said  by  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  spoke  just  now,  nor  by  any 
other  gentleman  m  my  eye,  who  exdarged 
much  upon  them,  has  any  weight  in  a 
question,  whether  1 8,000  men^  or  1  %  should 
be  the  number  kept  up.  For,  surely, 
12,000  men  are  force  enough  to  qpell 
these  rioters.  But  from  wlmt  all  ^se 
gentlemen  have  said,  1  draw  a  furtlier  con- 
clusion, that  for  disorders  of  this  kind,  an 
armyisnot,  cannot  be  the  proper  remedy, 
since  the  evil  encreases  under  it,  as  expe- 
rienceproves.  The  proper  remedy  isgi  ving 
[4R] 
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'^authority  to  the  lav ;  and  this  can  only  be 
done  by  right  measures  of  government. 
An 'army  may  give  strength  to  a  bad  ad- 
ministration, but  a  good  administration 
only  can  give  strength  to  laws,  and  to  that 
we  must  have  recourse^.or  these  disorders 
will  continue,  though  we  should  augment 
our  troops  to  50,000  men.  Confirm  his 
Miuesty  m  the  auctions  of  his  subjects, 
ana  he  will  want  no  security  in  his  own 
dominions.  '  Sir,  I  have  seen  a  proof  of 
this.  I  have  lately  had  the  satisfaction  to 
see  all  sort  of  respect  from  all  sorts  of 
people,  paid  to  two  of  the  royal  family, 
when  they  had  no  guards.  They  could 
not  have  been  safer,  they  could  not  have 
been  respected  so  much,  if  they  liad  been 
attended,  in  the  journey  they  made,  with 
,  All  the  household  troops  of  the  king  of 
France,  $i^,  I  saw  the  people  clinging  to 
the  wheels  of  their  coach,  out  of  anection 
to  them,  to  the  kiog,  and  to  his  family.  I 
say,  I  saw  tlieni  clinging  to  the  wheels  of 
tlieir  coach.  Had  tliere  oeen  guards  about 
it,  th^  must  have  kept  further  ofi« 

Asl  canseeno  good  use  that  can  be  made 
of  these  troops,  and  as  I  will  not  suppose 
that  any  bad  one  is  intended,  I  must  con- 
clude they  are  keptup  for  ostentation  alone. 
But  is  it  for  his  Majesty's  honour  to  put 
the  lustre  of  his  crown,  to  put  his  dig- 
nity upon  tliat,  in  which  he  may  be  rivalled 
by  every  petty  prince  of  any  httle  state  in 
Ciermany  ?  For,  I  believe,  there  are  few 
of  them  now,  that  cannot  produce  at  a  re- 
view, an  army  eaual  to  ours  both  in  num- 
ber and  show.  If  the  greatness  of  a  state 
is  to  be  measured  by  the  number  of  its 
troops,  the  elector  of  Hanover  is  as  great 
as  the  king  of  England.  But  a  very  dif- 
ferent estunadon  ought  to  be  made  of  our 
greatness :  the  strength  of  England  is  its 
wealth  and  its  trade :  take  care  of  them, 
you  will  be  always  formidable :  lose  them, 
you  are  notliing,  you  are  the  last  of  man- 
kind. Were  there  no  othcnr  reasons  for  re- 
ducing the  army,  it  should  be«  done  u^on 
the  principle  of  ceconomy  alone.  It  is  a 
melancholy  thought  to  reflect  how  much 
we  have  spent  ami  to  how  little  purpose, 
for  these  16  ^ears  past. 

Sir,  coula  it  be  said,  we  are  indeed, 
loaded  with  debt,  but  for  that  charge  we 
have  encreased  our  reputation,  our  com- 
-  merce  flourishes,  our  navigation  is  safe,  our 
flag  is  respected,  our  name  honoured 
abroad :  could  this  be  said,  tliere  is  a  spirit 
in  the  people  of  England,  would  make  tnem 
cheerniUy  bear  the  heaviest  burdens.  On 
the  other  side,  could  an  opposite  language 
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be  held,  could  it  be  svd,  we  baTe  indeed 
no  victories,  no  i^ory  to  boast  oS!,  no  eclal, 
no  dignity ;  we  have  submitted  to  injuries, 
we  have  borne  affronts,  we  ha/re  been  forced 
to  cucb  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  but  by  act- 
ing thus,  we  have  restored  our  aSdrs,  we 
have  paid  our  debts,  we  have  taken  off  oar 
taxes,  we  have  put  into  the  power  of  the 
king  and  parliament  to  act  hereafter  with 
more  vigor  and  weight ;  could  this  be  said, 
this  .also  might  be  satisfactory.  But  to  have 
failed  in  boui  these  points  at  the  ssme  time, 
by  a  conduct  equally  inglorious  and  ex- 
pensive, to  have  lost  the  advantages  bodi 
of  war  and  peace;  to  have  broti^it  dis- 
grace and  shame  upon  the  present  times, 
and  national  beggary  upon  ages  to  come, 
the  consequence  of  which  maybe  national 
slavery;  such  a  management,  if  such  s 
management  can  be  supposed^  roust  caQ 
down  national  vengeance  upon  tbe  guilty 
authors  of  it,  whosoever  they  be,  and  the 
longer  it  has  been  snspendLedy  the  more 
heavy  it  will  &1L       *  '^ 

The  question  being  put,  the  ReaohitioD 
was  agreed  to.  On  a  aivision,  Ajes  255. 
Noes  183. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  ike  Kinfs 
Children  Annuity  BiU.^  May  S.  Ihe 
following  Message  from  the  King  was  pre^ 
sentedtothe  Commons: 

«  G.  R. 
'<  His  Maiestjr  being  restiained  by  the 
laws  now  in  being,  from  makihgpronaioos 
for  his  younger  diildren  out  of  tiie  here- 
ditary revenues  of  the  Croiviiy  in  such 
manner  as  his  royal  predecessors  have 
usually  done;  ana  heme  desirous  that 
competent  provisions  shomd  be  made  for 
the  honourable  support  and  maintenance 
of  his  dearly  belovea  sod  the  duke  of  Cum- 
berland ;  and  of  his  deaHy  beloved  dau^ 
ters  the  four  younger  princesses  9  bis  Ma- 
jesty hopes  that  he  shall  be  enabled  by 
act  of  rarliament,  to  grant  an  annuity  cV 
13,000/.  per  annum,  to  the  duke  of  Cum- 
berland and  his  issue,  and  an  annuity  of 
24,000/.  per  annum  to  the  four  princessse*^, 
to  take  effect  afler  his  demise,  and  re- 
commends the  consideration  tbereof  to 
this  House." 

Sh*  Bobert  WtdpoU  : 

Sir  ;  the  Blessage  that  h^^been  resd 
wil),  I  dare  say,  meet  with  n6r}Qlbstru<.iI«  1 
in  this  Hou^e.  It  is  with  pleasure.  Sir. 
that  every  good  subject  sees. the  rojJ 
line  so  strong  as  to  insure  a  long  duratL; 
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of  happiness  to  these  kingdoms^  in  the 
persons  of  his  Majest^s  descendants ; 
and  the  attachment  of  his  royal  house  to 
the  liberties  of  this  nation,  give  us  ail 
reason  to  hope  that  succeeding  princes 
vwtSI  tread  in  die  paths  of  his  present  Ma- 
iesty^  who  has  been  hitherto  so  careful  of 
ill  His  subjects*  rights,  and  so  watchful  over 
their  preservation. 

Sir,  his  Majesty  has  been  so  tender  of 
asking  for  any  tmng  on  account  of  his 
jyrn  tamilyy  that  they  are  now,  in  case  of 
fiis  demise,  in  a  more  precarious  situation 
than  the  children  of  anycentleman  of  for- 
tune in  England*  In  such  an  event,  Sii^, 
i¥hich  Heaven  avert,  no  gentleman  can, 
from  the  history  of  our  constitution,  take 
upon  him  to  say  in  what  manner  they 
iave  a  right  to  be  provided  for.  I  believe 
%  future  Pteliament  would  reflect  with 
graUtude  upon  the  blessings  of  his  present 
Slajestv's  reign,  and  make  a  suitable  pro- 
irision  for  his  royal  progeny ;  but  I  ima* 
pne  no  gentleman  m  Uiis  House  would 
[rbuse  tofeave  the  provision  of  his  younger 
[children  upon  a  precarioiis  fooling.  Par- 
laments,  Hike  other  bodies,  are  changeable  c 
ind  it  would  be  an  unpardonable  nedect 
n  has  Majesty  as  a  father,  should  he  leave 
(O  numerous  an  issue  to  the  uncertainty  of 
I  parliamentary  provision  to  be  made  after 
MB  demise. 

The  only  other  method,  by  which  his 
Vf  ajei^s  younser  children  in  such  a  case 
::ould  be  provided  for,  is  by  the  prince 
ipon  ij^  throne.  But,  Sir,  though  1  have, 
uid  I  believe  every  gentleman  has,  the 
greatest  opinion  of  the  virtues  of  the  royal 
person,  wno  is  the  heir  of  the  crown,  yet 
re  are  to  consider,  that  his  royal  highness 
s  blessed  with  a  young  progeny ;  and  that, 
IS  no  man  can  answer  foV  events,  if  the 
wo  royal  lives  should  &I1  before  the  chil- 
Iren  of  his  royal  highness  are  o^  age, 
he  government  devolves  upon  a  regency ; 
ind  giro  me  leave,  Sir,  to  say,  that  there 
a  no  ^ecedent  in  this  nation,  nor  any  po- 
itive  law  now  in  bein^,  that  can  deter- 
nine,  as  the  royal  famil^  must  in  such  a 
^ase  stand,  to  what  person  the  regency 
levolves.  This  consideration  is  of  itself 
ufficient  to  justify  the  application  now 
nade  by  his  Majesty  to  this  House;  it  is 
lo  more  than  any  private  gentleman  would 
lo  to  put  his  younger  children  above  a 
>r6carioi]S  dependance,  and  I  dare  say, 
^liBt  no  gentleman  will  think  that  his  Ma- 
les^ ought  to  be  put  under  disabilities, 
nrluch  every  one  here,  who  is  a  fiither, 
nrould  look  upon  as  hard  and  unrea- 
lonabkb 
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I  hope  gentlemen  ars  IVdhr  convmced, 
how  becoming  it  is  in  his  Majesty  as  a 
father  to  make  such  an  application,  and 
how  becoming  it  is  in  ns  as  a  House  of 
Ceraraons  to  answer  it  in  the  most  effec-.. 
tual  manner;  the  only  consideration,  there- 
fore, that  gentlemen  ccn  now  have,  is  with 
regard  to  the  quantum,  that  is^  demanded 
by  this  message.  As  to  that,  Sir,  I  will 
venture  to  say,  that  when  we  grant  it,  it 
is  the  smallest  provision  that  ever  was 
made  for  the  Crown  of  Britain ;  nay,  the 
whole  of  tlie  provision  for  four  royal  per- 
sonages does  not  amount  to  one  half  of 
what  former  parliaments  have  thought  but 
a  moderate  provision  for  one.  King 
James,  Sh-,  when  duke  of  York,  had 
100,000^.  settled  upon  him  by  act  of  Par- 
liament; and  that  I  think  is  the  only  par- 
liamentary provision  for  younger  children, 
that  can  serve  as  a  precedent  on  this  oc- 
casion ;  because  it  is  the  only  one  since 
the  restoration ;  for  before  that  time  the 
Crown  had  a  great  property  in  lands,  and 
could  without  a  parliamentary  concurrence 
provide  for  its  younger  children.  King 
Charles  2nd  had  no  lawful  issue  of  his  own 
body  to  provide  for ;  the  children  of  king 
James  were  married,  and  their 'settlements 
made  before  he  came  to  the  Crown  ;  kin^ 
William  bad  no  children ;  queen  Ann  had 
hone,  that  lived  till  afler  sne  came  to  be 
queen ;  and  the  daughters  of  his  late  Ma- 
jesty were  married  iiefore  his  accession  to 
the  throne  of  Britain.  Upon  the  whole, 
therefore,  I  believe  there  never  was  a  de- 
mand made  by  the  Crown  more  reasonable 
and  moderate  than  this  is.  It  is  for  a  pro- 
vision to  younger  children,  which  cannot 
be  nuBle  without  consent  of  Parliament, 
and  a  provision  so  moderate,  that  Fdare 
say  no  other  objection  to  it  will  be  made 
in  this  House,  but  that  it  is  too  little. 
Therefore  I  humbly  move,  ^  That  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  enable  his 
Majesty  to  settfe  an  annuity  of  15,000^. 
per  annum,  upon  his  royal  nishneBS  the 
duke  of  Cumberland,  and  his  heirs,  uid 
also  one  other  annuity  of  24,00(tf.  per 
annum,  upon  the  princesses  Amdia,  Ca- 
rolina, Mary,  and  Louisa." 

The  Answer  to  this  was  as  follows : 

Sir ;  I  do  not  stand  up  to  oppose  this 
motion,  so  ftr  from  it  that  I  aeree  in  all 
that  has  been  said  in  ftvour  of  his  M»> 
jesty's  paternal  care,  both  of  his  family 
and  his  kingdom.  I  farther  asree  that 
the  provision  to  be  made  by  Parliament  in 
finrour  of  his  royal  highness  is  rather  too 
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Bcanty ;  I  wiak»  6ir»  the  mcway  had  aikcd 
for  more ;  because  the  more  mdependent 
any  person  so  near  the  Crown  is,  so  much 
the  mere  securitv  we  have  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  our  rignts  and  liberties. 

But  though  1  have  ho  objection,  yet  I 
have  some  cufficulties  with  regard  to  a  Bill 
of  this  kind.  The  hon.  gentleman  has  ob- 
served very  properly,  Uiat  this  provision 
cannot  be  made  without  our  dispensing 
with  acts  of  parliament,  by  which  our 
kinffs  are  bouna  up  from  disposing  of  any 
of  uie  hereditary  revenues  of  tlie  crown, 
during  their  own  lifetime.  Now,  Sir,  I  am 
not  lawyer  enough  to  know  whether  our 
agreeing  to  a  mortgage  (for  this  is  no 
other)  of  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the 
crown  may  not  be  looked  upon  b^  the  next 
prince  as  an  injury  done  to  lum  as  the 
neir  of  entail.  Tliis,  Sir,  I  do  not  men- 
tion as  an  objection,  but  as  a  thing  that 
may  be  proper  to  be  considered. 

At  die  same  time,  Sir,  I  cannot  but  take 
notice,  that  the  present  circumstances  of 
this  naOuii,  when  a  war  with  Spain  seema 
unavoidable,  call  aloud  that  we  should  be 
as  sparing  as  possible  of  every  thiug  that 
may  beget  a  future  burtlien  to  tiie  people. 
1  have  oflen  observed  in  reading,  and 
sometimes  from  my  own  experience,  tliat 
the  Civil  List  is  of  a  very  gro\ring  nature, 
and  I  am  afraid  that  our  passing  this  very 
Bill  may,  in  time  to  come,  sad^  the  na- 
tion with  39,000/.  a  year  more  than  it  is  at 
present.  My  reason  is,  that  the  ministers 
of  the  succeeding  prince  will  in  all  proba- 
bility take  occasion  to  apply  to  parliament 
to  have  this  39,000/.  made  up  to  the  Civil 
List.  For  tliis  purpose  they  will  use  the 
greatness  of  the  present  Civil  List  «s  an 
argument ;  they  will  insist  upon  it,  that  it 
is  unreasonable  tlie  crown  should  tiien 
have  a  smaller  revenue  than  it  had  in  the 
reign  of  his  present  Majesty ;  and  we  know 
the  complaisance  of  late  parliaments  too 
well  to  doubt  that  they  wiu  refuse  to  make 
it  up  the  full  sum  that  his  preseiU  Majesty 
enjoys.  But  the  misfiNtusie  to  the  aatUui 
does  not  lie  here  only ;  for  wlicn  the  money 
wbicli  we  are  to  settle  on  the  younger 
children  of  his  Majesty  by  this  Bill,  sliall 
reverl  to  the  hereditary  revenue,  I  am 
afraid  that  the  money  granted  byperKa- 
ment  to  supply  it,  while  it  was  dencioit, 
will  never  revert  to  the  nation.  My  rea^ 
son  for  fearing  this,  is  because  1  could 
never  hear  of , the  Civil  List  giving  op  any 
thing  it  was  once  possessed  of,  however 
the  causes  for  which  it  waa  granted  Hught 
cease. 
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This  natttrally  brisgp  me  la  aoote 
coDBideratioD.  Every  body  is  tauMt 
what  a  vast  Civil  Usi  was  granted  bv  par- 
liament to  his  present  Majesty ;  la^  that 
itluidaot  been  so  great,  but  with  &  view 
that  the  Prince  of  -Wales  was  to  have  out 
of  it  lQO,000/«  a  year,  at  least  as  soon  as 
he  should  be  married,  and  have  t  fiuniiy  to 
maintain.  Another  consideratioD,  thit 
prevailed  with  jparliament,  was  his  Msqes- 
ty's  numerous  nmily,  aaid  the  ei^ace  of 
the  queen's  houshold*  Now,  Sv,  I  be- 
lieve  most  gentlemen  are  sensible,  that  the 
Prince  of  Wales's  income  from  the  Civil 
List,  does  not  exceed  one  half  of  what  tbe 
parliament  meant  he  should  en|oy;  and 
that  by  the  death  of  the  late  qneen,  there 
is  at  least  a  saving  of  50,000/.  a  year  io  his 
Majesty's  expencea.  Therefore  there  ii 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  ministfr  at  least 
100,000/.  per  annum  more  than  the  par- 
liament intended  there  should  be,  when  the 
present  Civil  List  was  settled ;  and  vet  I 
do  not  hear  of  any  ease  that  the  public  bu 
got.  I  should  be  glad  to  know,  §ir,  «lij 
this  100gOOO^ayeaiianetlaiduyiorpr> 
visions  to  the  royal  progeny ;  if  it  wepe,  1 
am  sure  in  a  very  few  years,  and  hesrss  be 
praised  there  is  a  natural  probabiii^  tliu 
his  Majesty  will  live  a  great  maoy,  thert 
would  be  a  very  handsome  pio?iMOD  fiir 
all  the  royal  issue,  without  any  burthea  to 
the  public. 

God  forbid^  Sir,  thai  it  should swbt 
insinuated,  as  if  his  Migesty  ought  not  to 
have  tlie  same  prhilegie  with  aay  annte 
gentleman  to  provide  for  younger cndrtDi 
but  I  do  not  remember,  Sir»  aaj  intfanfis 
of  an  annual  pro9ision  made  by  psrlianeot 
in  favour  of  tne  younger  daugbten  of  the 
crown.  The  Princess  of  Oiaiige  isdif^i 
had  an  annual  provision,  but  that  wa^ia 
consideration  of  her  being  tbs  ddei^ 
daughter ;  and  to  enable  her  the  bttter  to 
suppoit  the  dignity  of  the  eldest  daughter 
of  tne  crown  ai  Britain.  At  preses^  Sit, 
frugality  ought  to  be  our  &rourite  nrtae, 
and  though  tho  sum  mentioned  io  tbi 
Message  is  very  modorale,  yet  I  bop* 
tliose  gentlemen,  who  art  in  this  Home 
and  in  tbe  ministry,  will  advitesacb  inff^ 
raea&urcs,  as  that  a  proviaien  may  bs  vtm 
for  the  issue  of  his  Majesty, witwut  kfH 
any  additional  burthen  upon  the  aatios* 

9rr  ffUHtim  Young  .•  | 

Sir;  I  am  glad  that  the  hon.  gentkntf 


who  spoke  last  did  not  op|M»e 


theBU 


for  it  would  be  very8ti«iga»ifsachsBili 
had  naet  with  (h^  least  offosiAoB'^^ 
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Eiouw.  But  if  I  did  not  DttBtike.  he 
thought  it  would  be  a  little  dwigerotts  £ar 
us  to  set  aside  a  positive  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment  against  the  aiaf^  upoB  the  throne, 
ilieDaiiog  aaj  part  of  his  hereditary  r^ 
renuesi  Aa  to  that  powt,  if  it  be  conaider- 
?d,  this  act  was  made  ia  the  reign  of  the 
ate  king  William,  and  ^at  a  very  few 
^eai8  a&r  it  waa  get  aside  in  the  case  of 
jTOTidiog  a  settlemeat  in  feroar  of  prince 
jeorge  of  Denmark.  1  never  heara  that 
:1ie  parliament  in  those  days  thought  any 
Bcomreniency  could  arise  from  &at  ex- 
.^ption;  and  I  am  sure  that  on  this  occa- 
iion  there  is  a  great  deal  more  to  be  said 
D  favour  of  such  an  exception  than  there 
ras  on  that.  Besides^  thia  act  was  never 
■eaat  to  bind  up  our  pcincaa  from  being 
ihle  to  provide  for  yomiger  children ;  it 
ras  only  ipeant  to  prevent  the  hereditary 
erenues  being  disposed-  of  without  con- 
eot  of  parlianient ;  because  it  may  be 
possible  for  a  prince  to  make  such  afiena- 
ions  as  may  not  leave  a  sufficient  revenue 
0  support  the  dignity  of  his  successor. 
M  alt  that  hia  Majesty  requires  by  this 
■esiage  can  never  aiect  the  revenues; 
or  some  provision  to  be  sure  would  be 
Bade  for  the  younger  chiMren  of  the 
oyal  family;  that  provision  must  come 
*ut  of  the  pocket  of  the  nation ;  and  this 
Qessage  is  only  to  ascertain  the  Quantum, 
^d  the  manner  of  such  a  provision*  that 
tis  Majesty  may  have  the  satisfaction  of 
nowiag  that  his  children  have  a  certainty 
0  depend  upon. 

As  to  the  legali^  of  givins  onr  consent 
0  his  Majesty's  making  sucn  a  provision, 

cannot  see  the  least  foundation  in  the 
rorld  for  doubtine  of  it.  The  honour- 
ble  gentleman  talked  of  its  being  like 
laking  a  mortgage,  without  consent  of  the 
eir  of  entail.  Sir,  under  fiivoar,  I  think 
as  House  does  not  need  the  concurrence 
f  any  persan  toenable  them  to  bring  in  a 
till  of  this  kind.  I  apprehend,  that  an 
ct  of  parliament  can  bind  any  succeeding 
rince ;  and  that  the  revenue,  which  is  to 
ill  by  this  Bill  to  the  younger  children  of 
le  royal  family,  will  be  theirs  aiB  much  as 
Ay  gentleman's  estate  is  hia  own ;  and 
ttt  they  will  have  tlie  very  sanae  right  to 
9  that  the  prince  upon  the  throne  will 
ave  to  Ma  revenue. 

The  fears  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
lan  seemed  to  be  under,  least  this  Bill, 

it  shall  pass  into  an  Act,  aaay  increase 
W  revenue  of  the  crown^  seem  to  me  to 
ay  no  great  oompUnent  to  the  under* 
anding  or  hMNsealy  of  aMCceadiiig 


raenta.  I  npprehaod»  Sir,  iStmi  you  hav». 
many  instances  upon  your  journals  of  4^ 
parliament's  makmg  reductions  oCgcantv- 
when  the  reasons  rat  them  ceaaed.  If 
gentlemen  will  foreaee  contingenci^  thi* 
are  but  just  barely  poaaible,  I  do  not  know 
anv  thing  we  can  oo,  to  which  unanawer« 
able  ofajectiona  may  not  be  made.  Our 
patting  this  Bill  is,  I  am  sure,  a  rkht  thing 
m  itaefir,  and  I  shall  never  be  afraid  ef  do* 
in^  a  right  thmg  now,  because  a  wrong 
thmg  may  be  done  by  others  hereafter. 

llie  hon.  gentleman  mentioned  the  d" 
vil  List,  as  if  it  were  sufficient  for  supply- 
ing all  the  ends  of  this  BilL  But  woen 
gentlemen  (as  they  yery  often  do)  talk  of 
the  greatness  of  the  Civil  List,  1  wiah  that 
they  would  at  the  same  time  cooaider  ketv 
much  there  is  to  do  with  it.  His  Majesty 
haa  a  more  numerous  ftanily  than  any 
prince  that  has  sat  for  many  years  upon  tfna 
throne ;  and  if  we  consider  the  expencea 
that  attend  the  maintaining  such  a  ftmily 
with  proper  dignity,  I  win  venture  to  say, 
that  It  even  requirea  economy  to  make  the 
Civil  List,  great  aa  it  is  represented  to  ha, 
to  defray  them,  and  to  answer  all  the  other 
demandis.  It  has  alwa^  been  thought  wor- 
thy of  tJie  case  of  parliament,  to  make  spe- 
cial provisions  for  the  vounger  children 
of  the  royal  family ;  and  I  hope  this  Bill 
will  tiass  the  House  with  that  dispatch, 
wliicn  die  advanced  season  of  the  year,  and 
the  reasonableneas  of  the  thing  itself  re-> 
quirea^ 

Vebate  in  the  Lords  m  the  King^g  Chil^ 
dren  Armuittf  iM.«]  May  14.  On  the 
third  reading  of  this  BiU, 

Lord  Ddawar  rose  and  aaid : 

My  Lords ;  I  believe  it  would  be  quite 
unnecessary  in  me,  to  take  up  your  lordw 

*  From  the  Seeker  Manuscriftt, 

May  14.    DeJiate  on  the  BiU  for  making  Pro- 
▼isioo  for  the  Duke  and  Priuccssei. 


Belawnr,  Bead  the  BiU  a  third  ( 

Carteret.  Thin  is  an  original,  whieb  witthe 
carried  ialo  a  f  raeetlent  for  aver.  Tlua  ilome 
inight  have  had  a  matter,  which  ia  nat  a  com* 
raon  Money  BiU>  caaMsaaicaied  to  it  fveni  %km 
tUrooe.  To  make  a  diateat  prorisioii  fiw  Yonneve 
chiUrea,  when  there  ia  not  a  auffieieatiirovimon 
for  the  eldest,  is  iaaprawr.  If  eoe  •<*  the  M»- 
ceases  die,  her  share  should  cease  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  public,  in  ancieet  lime,  the  first 
daughter  of  the  Grewa  had  a.  pioviakHi,  but  ear 
the  rest.  The  pneeeaaof  Oraoge  wia  wisely 
and  geoeroualy  roarriad.  Seveitl  adrantagve^ 
may  aiiae  iiram  that  natck    Her  fortaae  waa 
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ships'  time^  in  demonstrating  the  fitness 
ana  necessity,  that  his  Majesty  should  be 
empowered  to  make  a  suitable  settlement 
upon  the  younger  children  of  his  family. 
Nature,  my  Lords^  dictates  to  his  royal 
breast,  that  they  ought  to  be  provided 


no  load  to  the  nnblic.  1 1  wa s  money  w hich  be- 
looffed  to  the  Urown  ';  but  the  Commons  bad 
Ilia  their  bands  upon  it.  Tbe  provision  made 
for  Che  Duke  is  too  scanty  to  take  place  at  the 
drause  of  bis  Majesty.  Jf  tbe  King  hiMl  now 
giren  him  this  money,  ami  desired  a  cuncor- 
leDce  to  carry  it  on  in  tbe  next  i*eit|^o,  I  woM 
have  agreed  to  it.  Tbe  Settlement  for  biin 
diould  take  place  at  present,  that  be  may  not 
be  under  a  money  dependency  whilst  be  is  to 
sit  here.  What  security  is  there  for  this 
money?  Kings  can  govern  no  longer  than 
they  five,  and  there  is  no  bindinf^  the  future 
sovereigoty  of  this  nation.  No  King  can  ever 
think  ia,OO0/.  a  year  enough  for  the  Duke. 
The  bishop  of  Osnaburg  is  not  40  yeara  old. 
I  do  not  want  to  throw  out  this  Bill ;  but  to 
postpone  it  till  the  Kinff  shall  send  a  message 
that  he  hath  giveu  Letters  Patents  for  so 
much  to  the  Duke.  Tbe  proper  provision 
for  huiies  is  marriage:  and  this  should  be 
tboiwhtof. 

Nemciutle,  It  is  not  necessary  to  make 
tbioffs  a  town  talk  before  they  are  done.  Tbe 
Settkroent  of  the  prinoesB  of  OraBge  came  by 
Bill  hither.  Tbe  jointure  of  the  late  queen 
and  present  princess  of  Wales  came  in  tlie 
same  way  :  only  these  things  have  gone 
through  in  one  day,  whereas  this  bath  been  de- 
pending a  wedc.  Tbe  death  of  the  queen 
makes  a  provisHm  of  this  kind  more  necesMvy : 
and  nothing  relating  to  tbe  prince  can  affect  it. 
The  King's  predecessors  till  of  late  years  have 
had  the  power  of  charging  the  Civil  List :  (ill 
the  b^inning  of  the  late  queen's  reign  she  had 

Kwer  to  charge  the  hereditary  revenue :  she 
d  no  children,  and  every  body  knows  why  an 
act  was  made  to  limit  that  power.  Now  this 
limitation  is  not  repealed  by  this  Bill,  so  fares  re- 
kles  to  the  children  of  the  Crown,  but  only  with 
respect  to  such  a  sum  ;  which  is  as  small  as 
possible;  but  little  m  better  than  none.  The 
King  asks  nothing  in  present  nor  ever  will ; 
bat  when  a  proper  time  shall  come,  will  make 
a  pKOper  Settlement  on  tbe  Duke.  Is  there  a 
pnvate  fiunily  in  tbe  natk>n  the  bead  of  which, 
if  he  bad  a  iMMsibility  of  doing  something  like 
this,  ly aid  not  do  it?  An  aetof  Pkrliunent 
will  tie  up  every  fature  prince's  hands.  Not 
that  there  is  any  danger  of  an  attempt  in  thb 
oaae.  Alliances  in  marriaffe  are  more  con- 
fined in  this  Royal  Family  than  in  others :  and 
therefore  there  IS  more  need  of  another  sort  of 
provisbn. 

VMoi.  I  olject  against  the  period  from 
which  it  is  to  commence,  and  the  Kmg's  giving 
nothing  at  present.  This  administration  is  not 
more  a  Civil  List  administration  than  another. 
All  parties  are  out-bidding  one  another  upon  a 


for ;  and  it  is  both  oar  duty  and  interest 
that,  in  the  woM  of  events,  (which  God 
forbid)  all  th^  branches  of  tbe  royal 
house  should  be  above  dependnnce.  Every 
nation  in  Europe  is  proud  of  seeing  the 
younger  children  of   their   royal  fiimily 

new  reign,  and  setting  his  Majestj  op  to  aac- 
tion..  The  aum  of  36,000/.  hath  been  abpc 
into  a  Bin  without  bcsng  known,  and  tbe  Civil 
List  exonerated  of  it.  The  same  4urt  j  con- 
ning may  exonerate  tbe  Civil  List  of  this  soai 
in  the  next  reign.  But  witb  such  practices  u 
these,  there  will  be  an  end  of  liberty,  or  there 
must  be  a  itruggle  for  it,  as  I  know  there  will. 

Batkurii,  llic  regular  motion  is  to  commit 
the  Bill.  You  have  sometimes  gooe  xnn  of 
that  method  but  when  nobody  hatb  ofipoaed  it 
For  there  is  a  standing  order  against  it  which 
cannot  be  dispensed  with,  but  by  fine  anmnioa' 
ing  the  House  to  oonskler  of  it.  Mnke  it  an 
instruction  to  tbe  Committee  thai  tbey  prepare 
a  clause,  that  the  Duke  m^  be  rested  is 
15,000/.  a  year  on  his  coming  of  ase  mnd  tak- 
ing his  seat  in  this  House.  Ask  the  Judges 
whether  vesting  it  thus,  doth  not  corroborate 
bis  title. 

Deiamar.  If  a  motkm  be  pnt  to  ooamsit  the 
Bill,  the  Uuestion  must  be  pot.  Bat  cevecal 
have  gone  through  vritbout  being  cooiBitted. 
And  I  never  heard  of  any  body  witboiit  doors 
against  this  Bill. 

Htroev.  Shall  the  King  be  the  only  person 
that  sbalTnot  be  allowed  to  make  provuion  for 
bis  Family  ?  The  Civil  List  is  not  given  tbe 
King  fdr  |io6tbomous  works.  The  BxGi^e  and 
Post-office  were  charged  for  prince  George  of 
Denmark.  For  a  year  and  a  hnlf  ibis  »ait» 
hath  been  the  topic  of  many  convemntiona^  and 
hath  never  been  spoken  against.  If  it  tc  op- 
posed  here  whilst  the  King's  health  is  gnod, 
what  would  be  done  if  be  were  nek?  Itia 
natural,  considering  the  present  drcamstaiKTs 
of  the  Royal  Famdy,  that  this  step  ehoaM  be 
taken.  If  the  next  aucoesBor  comes  in  pcnoe^ 
ably,  he  hath  no  better  title  to  tbe  Ciowa  ibaa 
his  brother  and  aistevs  will  have  to  this  nll<ftw» 
ance.  What  tbe  noUe  kwd  who  spoke  first  Md, 
^t<s  «  larkiii'd  ktud  in  the  Dnum  ^  l^mim 
or  Comtantinople^  wktrtftitert  mrt  ri9€it€d  k^ 
the$harpneu  ofSwardi,  In  the  case  of  n  ni- 
nori^,  thb  Bfll  is  yet  more  neoeamry.  Sop- 
pose  a  subject  Guardian,  would  yoa  have  tbe 
duke  and  princesses  depend  on  that  Gvanhnn. 
The  duke  ought  to  be  dependant  on  bia  fttbcr, 
and  nobodv  etae.  It  is  a  breach  of  ^^-mim* 
with  the  Aing  to  bargain  with  him  afteiw nnte» 
that  he  shall  give  so  mueh  to  hia  san.  Giri^ 
15,000/.  a  year  is  barely  and  scsolily  pio- 
vidiug  a  subsistence,  not  *>«*«M^  tb«B  m 
raise  tiM!tions  in  the  kingdom. 

Chesterfield.  My  attachment  to  tb«  Ka^  ii 
a  disinterested,  nnezpectrag  and  nmhwnng 
one.  The  public  from  having  b»g  ban  aeei- 
less  kwds  is  now  become  unable  to  bear  oeees- 
sary  ones,  and  it  ought  not  10  he  I 
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makeafipiHreintlieworld.  The  Drariaioii 
whicb  his  majesty  has  been  pfeaaed  to 
make,  is  but  very  moderate :  24,000^  per 
annum  can  never  be  thought  too  much  to 
the  four  princeases ;  and  ISyOCXM.  per  ann. 
is  less  than  I  believe  any  second  son  of  the 
.royal  fiunily  ever  had  before.  The  younger 
brotiier  of  Charles  the  2d,  had  100,000^. 
settled  upon  him:  and  the  small  allowance 
to  the  didce,  mentioned  in  this  bill,  is  a 
proof  of  his  Majesty's  moderation,  and  that 
ne  has  the  good  of  his  kingdom,  and  the 
ease  of  his  subjects,  always  first  in  his 
thoughts.  TherdTore,  my  Lords,  I  humbly 
move  that  this  bill  be  now  read  a  third 
time. 

'  Liord  Carteret : 

My  Lords,  the  worst  enemy  I  have  in 
the  world,  1  am  penuaded,  wul  not  ques- 
tion my  zeal  for  the  royal  family.  But  I 
have  several  objections*^  to  this  bilL  In 
the  first  place,  my  Lords,  I  wish  it  had 
been  brought  in  at  a  more  proper  time 
than  this,  when  the  appearance  of  a  war 

payiog  fortunes  for  unmarried  princeases.  The 
Civil  List  is  for  a  provision  for  the  Royal  Fa- 
mUy,  this  is  mora  than  a  present  maintenaooe, 
and  Civil  Lnts  are  always  granted  in  a  tender 
moment.  All  parties  are  contending  for  the 
fevour  of  a  most  gracious  prince,  l^timents 
of  patriotism  are  laid  aside.  The  new  King 
therefore  must  be  better  provided  fbr  than  the 
former^,  and  the  next  Civil  List  will  be  better 
than  this,  the  present  Civil  list  hath  been  ex- 
onerated of  86,000/.  not  so  naturally  as  the 
next  will  be  of  .^9,000i.  An  increasing  Ci?i1 
List  the  most  dangeroos  thing  in  the  worid. 
The  Houses  of  Pariiament  may  pall  down 
their  walls  to  let  in  this  machine.  The  King  is 
not  accountable  only  to  God.  But  a  fbture 
le^sUture  may  repeal  this  Bill. and  a  larger 
Civil  List  may  tempt  a  legislature  to  it.  Could 
any  private  Bill  so  circumstanced  as  this  pass 
through  the  House  not  having  the  consent  of 
Ihe  tenant  in  tail.  TVhy  should  thera  be  a  dis- 
trust but  thera  will  be  a  provision  made  by  the 
successor.  He  can  never  provide  fbr  them  so 
cheap.  The  Prince's  thrae  children  ara  totally 
unprovided  for:  what  if  he  should  die:  they 
ure  not  only  unprorided  but  unprayed  for ;  a 
wery  scanty  provision  is  made  for  the  next  heir 
to  the  Crown.  At  his  accession  the  public 
roust  pay  his  debts.  Every  lord  here  would 
abhor  dependance  were  it  necessary  for  his. 
BOpport:  much  mora  should  it  he  abhorred  4n 
she  caaeof  the  Duke. 

Hardwieke.  C.  This  provision  hath  been 
represented  as  too  ^raat  and  too  little,  too  cer- 
Cain  and  too  precanons.  If  there  were  any 
danger  of  a  successor  endeavouring  to  set  aside 
thiB  aet|  much  more  would  he  refuse  a  pro« 
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with  8f9m  calls  upon  us  to  be  as  an^ng 
of  the  public  money  as  possible.  In 
thenextphice,my  Lords,  as  the  kings  of 
.  Great  Britain  are  accountable  to  none  but 
Heaven  alone»  I  am  airaid,  that  if  his  ma- 
jesty should  die,  (which  God  forbid)  the 
next  heir  may  look  upon  this  ^tdement  aa 
a  mortgage  of  his  revenue,  which  a  parlia* 
ment  has  no  power  to  make,  and  might  re* 
fuseto^ayit.  My  Lcnrds,  I  do  not  speak 
without  authority,  1  speak  according  to 
the  principles  of'^our  constitution.  Ano- 
ther reason,  my  Lords,  why  I  am  agamst 
this  bill,  is  the  manner  in  innA  it  is  now 
brou^t  b,  because  we  cannot  pass  it  with- 
out dispensing  with  a  positive  act  of  parlia- 
ment made  in  the  reign  of  William  S,  and 
which  act  binds  every  future  king  up  from 
disposing  of  the  hereditary  dommicms  of 
the  crown,  longer  than  his  own  lifetime. 
Besides,  my  Loifds,  formerly,  no  duighter 
of  the  royal  family  ever  was  provided  for 
by  Fbrlisment,  ^icept  the  eldest,  and 
that  never  was  by  way  of  annui^,  but  an 
express  provision  of  a  determinate  sum  of 

vision  if  there  were  no  act.  The  hereditary 
estate  of  the  Crown  is  not  to  be  compared  td 
an  estate  in  tail.  It  is  an  estate  in  fee  simple^ 
though  restrained  by  1  Ann  firom  beiag  aliened; 
and  me  legislature  may  and  on  proper  occa- 
sions should  relax  this,  and  conciu:  with  the 
Crown  in  what  the  Crown  coidd  before  have 
done  alone.  If  such  a  case  as  the  present  had 
been  otjected*  against  that  act  it  would  have 
been  answered,  mat  in  such  cases  the  legiala* 
ture  would  always  consent.  You  have  here  all 
the  parties  before  you.  This  Bill  doth  not,  aa 
it  was  expressed,  nddle  the  public  with  por- 
tions ;  it  only  gives  annuities  till  mamage, 
bnt'doth  not  sty  by  whom  the  portions  shaH 
be  paid .  W  onid  it  have  been  jiroper  for  the  King 
to  leave  them  without  a  proTision  if  the  here- 
ditary estate  had  continued  subject  to  hie  dts- 
posaL  None  of  yoor  ancestors  ever  thought  of 
the  independeDC)r  of  the  younger  children  of 
the  King,  nor  will  their  dependency  ever  hurt 
liberty,  preserve  yourselves  independent  snd  it 
is  enough.  If  this  Bill  be  realljr  onposed,  and 
in  earnest,  lords  may  insist  on  its  biebflr  com* 
mitted  in  order  to  deoete  it  more  fully ;  but  not 
to  amend,  nouch  less  to  receive  the  instruc- 
tions proposed  ;  for  it  cannot  be  given  cousist- 
ent  with  the  rules  of  Parliament*  No  such 
thing  can  be  done  in  either  House  without  the 
consent  of  the  King,  for  the  revenue  is  vested 
in  the  Crown,  and  cannot  be  taken  away  otherr 
wise. 

*  Question  whether  read  the  BiU  a  third  time 
withont  committing  it  first. 

C.  78,  of  whom  bishop  of  Oxford  one. 
N.  C.  27. 
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wanqr  Mid  by  wftjf  of  dowry.  The  prm- 
oess  -or  Orange,  indeed,  md  eti  enmual 
tetdement  gnmtied  her  by  pMiMmeaty  but 
tiMt,  evf  Lordfly  wes  ftn  extraordinary  cose. 
Tbe  Houae  coiiflidered  the  present  low 
eitcuimtiMioes  of  that  ittiwtriotts  iannly, 
which,  perhaps,  without  each  mi  asMiBtanoe, 
«ocdd  not  provide  a  makitoiiMnce  aoitaflile 
im  the  dignity  of  the  first  daughter  of 
Qveat  Britain^ — Fifteen  thousand  pound, 
■ly  Lords,  is  but  a  very  moderate 
provision,  I  own,  for  his  highness  the 
#ake.  It  is  perhaps  too  Uttie,  and  f  have 
no  objection  to  oar  granting  it,  provided  it 
is  doiae  by  ^^^<^  independent  provision, 
and  that  nts  nighness  shall  enter  on  it, 
either  at  the  time  of  the  oonunencement  of 
tiuB  Bin,  or  when  he  comes  of  age<F— But, 
my  Lords,  my  great  objection  to  the  bill 
is,  that  in  the  event  it  will  be  foond  to  put 
99fiO0l.  in  the  pockets  of  the  HdimBter. 
Consider,  mj  Lolrds,  that  when  the  pre- 
aemt  vast  civS  list  was  granted,  it  was 
sraoted  with  a  view,  that  the  prince  of 
Wales  was  to  have  at  least  100,000^.  per 
maaum  out  of  it.  The  bouse  considered 
likewise,  that  his  majesty  had  a  large 
UmSlyf  that  be  had  a  qaeea  aKve,  and  they 
9Dade  it  about  100,000/.  more  on  that  ac- 
^MMWL  Now,  my  Lords,  it  is  well  known, 
that  the  prince  of  Wales  does  not  enjoy 
above  50,000/.  per  annum  out  of  the  ctvil 
fist  Here  are  50,000/.  per  annum  saved 
to  the  government  By  the  death  of  the 
gueen,  at  least  50,0002.  more  are  saved, 
which  makes  100,000^  a  year«  Kow,  my 
Lords,  if  this  IQOfiOOL  wefO  laid  up  for 
•adependent  provisioiis  to  the  daughters  of 
the  rami  fbmriy,  there  would  be  soon  no 
seed  m  Ms  applicatioB :  or  if  th^  public 
were  eased  of  so  mudi  of  its  annual  bur- 
den, I  should  not  oppose  this  bill.  But, 
my  Lords,  it  is  nlain  there  is  to  be  no 
saviitg  to  the  pubuc*  for  the  civil  list  stifl 
oootuiiies  the  same,  and  it  ap|>ean  froat 
ttus  bill,  that  the  money  thus  saved  is  sot  I 
ilcndod  fiv  that  ase.  For  tfiese  reaaons,  I 
ny  Lordly  I  think  wt  ought,  at  least,  not 
to  be  ia  audi  a  hurry  in  carrying  throurii 
this  bill :  therefore,  I  am  for  puttrog  ofTits 
being  read  a  third  time  at  present. 

The  Jhaike  ff(  Newxuik : 

.  My  Loids;  I  tfaink  it  hard  thaihis  Ma- 
jesty  should  be  put  in  worse  condition  thaai 
any  private  gentleman  in  Great  Britain^ 
who  thinks  it  his  duty,  if  he  has  children^ 
to  provide  for  them.  The  noble  loitl's 
reasmi  drawn  from  what  was  the  fi>rmer 
practice  m  parliaments,  has  no  Weight  with 


me  at  aU:  for  vrhea  ptoMttm  ftrib 
younger  4iiildreA  of  the  royal  ^mAfwm 
made  before  the  RestofatioB,  the  mj  is. 
veiNios  were  ooite  upon  •  diflbfeBtwk| 
if>om  what  they  mn  at  pwcat  JUm 
longs  then  enj<^ed  a  conaideiaUe  sMi 
in  land,  ont  of  which  they  coald  puiMi 
for  all  their  younger  cbiMLrefi  indioatdi^ 
suiting  their  parliament     Since  die  1««^ 
ration,  my  Lords,  I  think  this  is  tiie  f« 
instaaoe  of  a  kin^  of  Great  Britiis  » 
firing  amr  provisHm  to  be  aniefarii 
younger  ohildipm  of  their  fimHy.   CMi 
2  had  none  to  provide  ibr :  thoseoTJMi 
were  married  before  he  come  to  thethMa 
William  S  had  none :  queen  Anne  hsd  Irt 
one  son,  who  died  betorc  her  aceemoi: 
and  the  daughter  of  king  George  1  vii 
married  before  he  was  king:  thenme^Hf 
Lords^  we  have  no  praoedent  tiiat  asnim 
this  case.    The  noMe  lord  says,  tint  im 
pass  this  bill,  we  must  diq>eBse  irjI  m 
aot  of  parliament    My  Lotds,  thst  ii  it 
very  reason  why  we  should  ^trnk^htemt 
though  the  thing  is  abaokmy  praps  h 
itsell,  yet  it  cannot  be  done  ankis  aepm 
this  BUI.  As  to  his  lordship's  objeduato 
encreasia^  the  civil  list,  I  think  it  fan  sb* 
thing  to  So  with  the  ||reaciBt  qaertisD.  t 
the  purposes  i&r  which  the  civil  1st  s 
granted,  are  answered,  we  hare  asif^ 
to  ask  an  accoimt  in  what  aBannerthsi» 
ney  is  applied,  or  dirough  whesehniil 
passes.    If  his  Majesty  has  a  laij^er  ad 
list  than  hb  predecessors,  he  has  tSkewk 
more  to  do  with  it,  and  there  laoot  t  dU 
in  the  royal  fianily,  who  is  ^ot  tmatld' 
as  libefaily  as  the  civil  list  can  sMU-l 
h|id  ahnost  forgot  anodier  objedaa  tf 
the  noble  lord's;  his  lordsli^ neaed II 
doubt  if  this  act  of  narKamentcoflklbMt 
succeeding  idng.  MyLorda,IneverlMl 
such  a  doubt  proposed  before^kitha  EmtL 
I  hope  never  to  bear  such  anodier  » 
posed,  and  of  all  mankiad  I  am  fiunasl 
bow  the  noble  lord,  who  undeolBBai  m 
ooastitution  so  very  w^  ahaiddilsrtfld 
a  difficulty.    For  my  part,  my  L<■i^  I 
never  before heardit  qaesticNtied,  datmas 
of  parliament  was  not  binding  imoo  etaj 
king,  who  shall  succeed  to  ttastbssfr 
Therefore,  my  Lords,  I  hotpe  ihe  laotadi 
will  be  agreed  to. 

Lord  TMoi  : 

My  Lords,  I  am  aany  that  I  am  sUj^ 
to  rive  a  negative  to  •  motion  tfast  om 
wim  it  an  appearance  of  vesl  for  theroyd 
&mily.  Bat,  my  Lords,  the  vast  watm 
of  the  dvil  listis  a  circumstance  wkich^ 
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Eiso^ 


>aght  moft  to  dreatd  tt  predenty  tcaS  to 
^aard  agantot  hereafter.  I  comessy  my 
LfOrds,  there  may,  on  several  occasionty  be 
rery  good  reasons  for  augmenttng  that 
evenue  ;  but  do  we  ever  find,  when  those 
easons  cease,  that  the  augmentation 
reases  ?  It  has  been  observed,  my  Lords, 
rhen  a  king  comes  to  the  crown,  the  mi- 
dsters,  to  ingratiate  themselves  in  his  fa- 
our,  endeavour  to  outvie  each  other  in 
neaging  for  a  large  civil  hst ;  and  he  that 
)icb  bluest,  as  at  an  auction,  generally 
Arries  his  point.  Now,  my  Lords,  in  such 
ase,  this  very  Bill,  should  it  pass,  would 
)e  given  as  one  reason  to  the  parliament 
JT  granting  50  or  60,000/.  because  it  had 
»ecD  granted  before ;  which  is  just  so  much 
Qoney  levied  on  the  people  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  minister,  without  any  neces- 
ity  or  reason  then  subsisting,  whatever 
here  might  be  at  first.  On  which  ac- 
ount,  and  because  I  believe  the  royal  fa- 
mily may  be  provided  ^or  otherwise,  I  do 
lot  chuse  to  give  my  consent  hastily  to 
he  present  motion. 

The  Earl  of  Chesterfield: 

]^Iy  Lords :  my  zeal  for  the  royal  fa- 
aily  has  I  hope  never  been  questioned : 
towevcr  I  can  truly  declare,  it  is  a  zeal 
[uite  disinterested:  it  both  unexpecting 
nd  undesiring.  I  hope  therefore,  my 
^ords,  that  what  I  shall  offer  with  regard 
o  this  question,  will  not  be  thought  to 
Toceed  from  any  motive  but  the  interest 
f  my  country. 

My  Lords,  burthens  unnecessarily  borne 
isable  the  nation  to  bear  necessary  ones. 

look  upon  this  Bin  as  saddling  the  public 
^ith  a  burthen,  which  I  allow  it  is  not  at 
resent  charged  with,  but  which  must  be 
ereafter  entailed  on  the  nation.  For  if 
'e  consider  the  nature  of  mankind,  the 
ew  king  is  always  better  than  his  prede- 
essor;  and  it  wul  be  unreasonable  to  de- 
rive so  good  a  king  as  the  next  or  the 
ext  after  him,  who  is  to  succeed,  of  any 
art  of  what  his  predecessors  enjoyed, 
lOugh  perhaps  not  one  of  the  reasons,  for 
hich  It  was  granted,  exist.  But,  my 
,ord8, 1  am  of  the  noble  lord*s  opinion  who 
poke  first  against  the  motion,  that  this 
hll  might  possibly  not  be  regarded  by  a 
jcceemng  king,  smce  it  is  the  same  thing 
5  mortgaging  an  estate  without  consent 
r  the  heir  of  entail,  who  as  soon  as  he 
omes  to  age,  may  dispute  the  legality  of 
le  mortgage.  This  is  all  that  the  noble 
)rd,  I  dare  say,  meant  in  what  he  threw 
ut  on  that  head.    And  if  a  future  king, 
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my  Lords,  rfnould  take  It  in  his  l^ead  to 
dispute  th^  authority  of  this  BiS,  I  should 
be  f  lad  to  know  what  redress  the  other 
parties  could  hope  for,  or  where  tliey  could 
apply  for  relief. 

But,  my  Lords,  let  us  consider  that 
while  we  are  thus  providing  for  certain 
branches  of  the  royaJ  family,  who  certainly 
merit  more  than  we  can  bestow,  there  are 
other  branches  of  it  nearer  to  the  throne, 
who  are  not  only  unprovided  for,  but  mw- 
praj^edfoT*  itwauldbavebeen  decent,  at 
least,  that  some  care  should  have  been  taken 
of  them. 

As  for  the  provision  to  be  made  for  the 
duke  of  Cumberland,  I  have  no  objection 
to  it,  but  that  it  is  too  mean,  and  that  he 
cannot  enjoy  it  as  an  independent  provi« 
sioo,  either  upon  the  commencement  of 
the  bill,  or  when  his  highness  comes  of 
age.  His  highness,  my  L«ords,  will,  in  a 
very  few  years,  have  a  right  to  sit  and  vote 
in  tnis  House ;  and  is  it  fit  that  the  third 
person  in  the  kingdom  should  have  only  a 
precarious  dependance,  that  every  lord  in 
this  House  would  I  am  sure  disdain?  His 
Majesty,  were  he  in  his  highnesses  place, 
would  disdain  such  a  dependance;  ana 
every  nation  abroad  must  be  apt  to  have  a 
very  mean  opinion  of  the  wisdom  of  this 
kingdom,  if  we  should  suffer  the  son  ot 


*  "  At  tbis  time,  c?ery  measure,  however 
innocent  or  indifferent,  that  passed  either 
House  of  Parliament,  was  looker!  upon  to  be 
dictated  by  the  minister,  and  promoted  by  hite 
from  some  private  view.  Tbis  notion,  whi^ 
was  universal,  subjected  him  to  agreat  deal  of 
perioiud  satire;  nor  did  even  this  harmless,  iiiii<- 
exceptionable  BlU,  go  through  the  House  of 
Peers,  without  his  being  lashed  by  his  enemies. 
The  prince  of  Wales,  at  that  time,  lived  ab- 
stracted from  all  court  connections ;  he  was  in 
high  popularity,  and  having  a  growing  issue, 
notice  was  taken,  in  the  coarse  of  the  debate* 
that  his  children  were  not  only  unprovided 
for,  bnt  unprayed  for.  This  observation  aroi^ 
from  the  form  of  prayer  for  the  royal  faflliiiy, 
which  had  been  issued  from  the  privy  council^ 
upon  the  marriage  of  the  nrince  of  Wales, 
where  the  duke'ts  iiauie  stooo  next  the  prince 
and  princess  of  Wales.  The  House  nnder- 
stoo4  this  nbsenration  to  be  levelled  at  the  mi- 
nister; bnt  the  earl  of  Wilminffton.  who  sel- 
dom spoke  in  any  debate,  broke  nis  usual 
tilenee  on  tbis  occ4iston,  and  informed  the 
House,  that  he  himself  was  the  person  who 
bad  counsellod  his  Majesty  to  order  the  form 
of  pi-a^'er  to  be  as  it  ^n  atood,  and  that  the 
minister  knew  nothing  of  the  matter.  This 
generous,  frank  declaration  had  the  desired 
effect,  and  the  Bill  passed  without  farther  op- 
positioD."    Tindal. 
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our  Kinff.  to  be  the  only  penon  ia  this 
House  ^0  must  depend  on  the  pleasure 
<^  a  minister  for  his  daily  subsistence. 

As  to  the  increase  wnich  the  cnrQ  fist, 
in  a  future,  perhaps  in  the  present  reign, 
may  acquire  oy  this  bill,  I  think,  my  Loras, 
it  is  a  consideration  of  the  highest  import* 
ance  to  this  House ;  espedaSy,  if  what  is 
cpmmonly  said,  be  true,  (1  tremble  to 
speak  it)  that  the  present  monstroua  civil 
list  is  in  debt.  My  Lords,  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  the  ^ft  of  prophecy,  but  I  do 
foresee  that  the  fatal  blow  to  the  constitu- 


DOaUmikeLank  [13M 

the  paiiiamcnt  would  reduce  di»  cMfiil 
in  proportion  as  die  causes  for  the  gnmtiiig 
it  shall  cease. 

Lord  Hervey  t   . 

My  Lords ;  since  I  bad  the  honoar  to 
sit  in  this  House,  I  never  beard  such  argu- 
ments advanced  upon  any  subject,  as  have 
been  advanced  on  this.  The  noble  lord 
who  spoke  first,  said,  that  he  did  not  think 
that  a  king  of  Great  Britain  was  to  ba 
bound  by  an  act  of  parliament.  This,  mv 
Lords,  was  a  maxim  fitter  for  a  Torkisk 


tion  of 'this  kingdom  will  come  from  the  .;  divan,  than  for  a  British  parliament.    I 


hope  never  to  live,  my  Lords,  to  that  time, 
when  an  act  of  parliament  shall  not  bind 
the  King,  as  well  as  any  private  man  in 
his  kingdom  ;  and  if  the  parliament  shall 
con  Brill  this  settlement  by  an  act,  his  royal 
highness  and  the  pnncesses  have  just  ss 
good  a  right  to  it,  as  any  king  baa  to  hii 
crown. 

The  noble  lord  said,  that  we  must  dis- 
My  Lords ;  I  did  not  imagine  that  there    pense  with  an  act  ofparliament  tn  order  to 

pass  this  bill.  My  Lords,  that  is  no  new 
thing;  for  that  very  act  was  dispensed 
with  in  the  first  year  of  queen  Anne,  when 
a  provision,  on  the  same  foot  with  the 
present,  was  made  by  the  parliament  in  &• 
vour  of  prince  George  of  Denmark.  Ano- 
ther noble  lord  spoke  of  other  branches  of 
the  royal  family  not  beuig  either  provided 
or  prayed  for.     My  Lords,   thai  is  too 


exorbitancy  of  the  civil  list^  I  foresee, 
that  if  proper  measures  are  not  taken  to 
prevent  it,  it  will  become  pregnant  with 
secret  mischief,  till,  like  tlie  Trojan  horse, 
it  will  oc  =0  unwieldy,  that,  in  order  to 
admit  it,  the  w^ill  of  t>is  constitution  must 
be  one  day  br'-»ken  down. 

The  Lord  Chancellor : 


irould  have  been  the  least  debate  upon  this 
motion.  It  is  so  very  reasonable  that  his 
Majesty  should  have  it  in  his  power  to  | 

{>rovide  for  his  own  family,  that  if  your 
prdships  would  bring  his  Majesty's  case 
Kome  to  yourselves,  f  dare  say  there  will 
not  be  the  least  difference  of  opinion.  I 
think  tlie  reasonableness  of  granting  a  pro- 
vision to  the  princesses,  has,  in  effect,  been 


admitted  by  the  lords  who  spoke  against  delicate  ground  to  tread  upon,  and  it  is  not 
this  motion.  The  only  difficulty  that  re-  ^  ouite  decent  to  bring  such  a  case  into  this 
mains,  is  with  regard  to  the  dependancy  oft  aebate.— But,  my  I^rds,  give  me  leave  to 


the  provision  of  his  royal  highness  the 
ddce,  and  to  the  increase  whidi  this  may 
make  to  the  civil  list.  As  to  the  first  ob- 
jection, my  Lords,  I  believe  there  are  none 
of  your  lordships,  who  are  parents  your- 
selves, who  would  not  wish  to  have  your 
children  dependant  of  you;  the  indepen- 
dancj  of  children,  my  Lmrds,  is  a  great 
temptation  for  them  to  neglect  their  na- 
(flhu  duty  to  their  parents.    I  bdieve  his 

»i;hne8s  the  duke  has  all  the  sentiments 
a  dutiful  son,  and,  for  that  reason,  my 
I^rds,  he  never  will  take  it  amiss,  that, 
during  his  Majesty's  life-time,  he  is  de- 
pendimt  on  him.  Nor,  my  Lords,  b  it  in 
a  minister's  power  to  make  their  subsist* 
ance  precarious,  after  it  is  settled  bv  act  of 
parliMnent.  As  to  the  increase  tnat  this 
may  bring  to  the  civil  list,  I  cannot  see 
the  least  reason  for  such  a  suggestion. 
Future  parliaments  are  always  judges  how 
large  or  how  small  a  civil  list  ought  to  be ; 
and,  if  the  public  exigency  shoiud  require 
it,  there  ia  not  the  least  doubt,  but  that 


observe,  that  there  is  one  thing  that  on^t 
to  have  great  weight  with  your  lordships 
on  this  occasion,  and  that  ia,  the  precarious 
footingwhich  the  subsistenceof anTyoungar 
child  of  the  royal  fiimily  must  be  on,  ia 
case  of  a  regenc  v.  I  hope,  my  Lords,  hii 
Majesty,  and  the  Prince  of  Wales,  w21 
lone  sit  upon  the  throne ;  but,  my  Lordi, 
if  uiese  two  lives  were  at  an  end,  whkh 
God  forbid,  our  laws  are  quite  silent  with 
regard  to  the  right  of  being  regent  durix^ 
a  minority.  This,  my  Lords,  is  perhapi 
the  greatest  blemish  in  our  constitutJOiL 
And  therefore,  as  it  is  impossible  to  fore* 
see  events,  your  lordships  will  act  bol 
prudently  in  putting  the  subsistence  of 
those,  for  whom  we  ought  all  to  hove  so 
great  a  regard,  above  the  reach  of  any 
person  whatsoever. 

Lord  Bathurst  then  said,  dsat  there  was 
a  standing  rule  in  the  House,  that  every 
bill  should  be  committed ;  and  tli^^ort 
moved,  that  the  bill  should  be  commitied. 
The  Lord  Dalawaraniwere^  that  it  v« 


[1968 

At  the  HUDe  time  his  gnioe  deli- 
vered a  Message,  signifying,  tlutt  his  Ma- 
jesty hoped  the  House  would  enable  him 
to  make  good  his  said  Engagements  with 
the.king  of  Denmark,  and  also  enable  him 
to  raise  what  money  and  troops  the  exi- 
gency of  ai&irs^'  during  the  approachin|^ 
recess,  might  reauire. — ^After  which,  his 
Grace  expressed  nimself  to  the  following 
effect: 

My  Lords,  as  his  Majesty's  most  gra- 
cious Message  to  this  House  consists  of 
two  parts,  one  of  which  relates  to  the 
Treaty  latdy  concluded  with  the  king  of 
Denmark,  which  he  has  been  so  good  as  to 
order  to  hiy  before  us,  and  the  other  to 
the  Augmentation  of  his  Forces,  and  the 
other  measurss  that  may,  in  this  critical 
juncture,  become  necessary ;  I  shall  beg 
leave  to  consider  them  distinctly,  and  in 
order,  as  they  stand  in  the  Message.    As 
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'ery  common  for  bills  to  pass  without  beins 
It  all  committed ;  and  that  if  the  forms  w 
he  House  were .  to  be  dispensed  with,  it 
lught  to  be  on  that  occasion.  The  ques« 
ion  being  put,  for  reading  the  bill  a  third 
ime  without  committing  it,  it  was  carried 
n  the  affirmative.  Contents  78,  Mon- 
:ontent8  27. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Treaty 
jf  Suhndy  with  Denmark.*']  May  10. 
rhe  Duke  of  Neeoeastle  laid  before  the 
-louse  the  Treaty  of  Subsidy  between 
lis  MajestT  and  the  king  of  Denmark; 
>y  which  the  former  was  to  pay  to  the 
alter  70,00(V.  per  annum,  and  the  lat- 
er was  to  furnish  to  his  Britannic  Ma- 
esty  a  bpdy  of  troops  of  6000  men,  to  be 
-eady  at  his  Majesty's  call,  who  was  to 
>ay  50  crownp,  by  way  of  levy-money,  for 
fach  foot  soldier,  and  80  for  every  horse- 

*  This  Debate  is  taken  from  the  London 
Hagazine. 

*^  Fortunately  for  the  minister,  the  ah- 
lenoe  of  the  leceding  members  delivered  him 
rom  mach  of  that  embarrassment  which  he 
noBt  have  experienced  had  they  remained  in 
:he  House  during  the  discimsioo  of  the  Danish 
riibsidy,  which  was,  nevertheless,  a  sobject  of 
*ODMdereble  obloquy  and  misrepresentation. 
rbe  King,  as  elector  of  Hanover,  had  pnr- 
rhfised  the  castle  and  lordship  of  Steinhorst 
rom  the  dake  of  Holstein  ;  but  the  title  being 
Jisputed  by  a  subject  of  Denmark,  the  king  of 
[>enniark  ordered  a  corpJi  of  troops  to  f^rrison 
Jie  castle.  When  a  detachment  of  Uanore- 
'ians  arrived  to  take  possession,  a  skirmish  eo- 
lued,  and  the  l>anea  were  driven  from  the 
>lace.  This  event  inflamed  the  resentment  of 
:b«  king  of  Denmark,  who  made  preparations 
i»  if  he  intended  to  revenge  the  insult,  but  the 
ilTair  was  soon  afler  cocDoronnised :  a  treaty 
vas  concluded  with  the  Kinf^  of  Denmark, 
srho  agreed  to  hold  in  readiness  6  000  troops 
or  the  service  of  £n|;land,  on  receiving  an  an* 
lual  subsidy  of  9.'M),opO  rix  (tollars,  and 
150,000  mofe  when  they  should  be  taken  into 
British  pay.  As  this  treaty  was  concluded 
loon  alter  the  dispute  concerning  Hieinhorst, 
ind  as  the  castle  and  lor  Iship  were  at  the  same 
\me  ceded  by  Danniark  to  Hanover,  the  op- 
;iosition  naturally  coupled  these  two  events  to- 
jrether,  and  when  the  treaty  was  announced  to 
ihe  House  of  Commons,  sug^gested  that  the 
Bompromise  had  been  ma<le  at  the  expeqce  of 
this  country,  that  Steinhorst  was  acquired  by 
British  money:  their  statement  has  been 
adopted  as  true,  and  oonsifrned  to  the  pages  of 
liistory.  This  aspersion,  however,  isoontra- 
dicteo  by  the  secret  history  of  this  treaty, 
which  the  minister  at  the  time  could  not  avow, 
and  therefore  only  gronnded  his  defence  on  the 
eommon  topie  of  expedisDcy. 
2 


**  At  the  period  now  under  consideration,  a 
war  between  England  and  Spain  was  unavoid- 
able ;  and  France,  foreseeing  the  probabihty  of 
being  drawn  into  hostilities,  was  secretly  en- 
deavouring to  form  alliances  with  several  fo» 
reiftk  powers,  and  to  detach  others  from  Great 
Bntain.  For  this, purpose  she  had  secured 
Sweden,  but  failing  in  the  attempt  to  sain 
Russia,  turned  her  views  to  Denmark.  The 
situation  and  circumstances  of  the  sovereign. 
Christian  the  Siith,  gave  hopes  of  soccess :  he 
had  involved  himself  in  great  efpences  from 
his  love  of  building,  and  various  prmects,  and 
was  at  this  time  encumbered  with  debts.  Cha- 
vignt,  the  French  minister  at  Copenhagen, 
owred  the  most  advantageous  terms  if  tlie 
king  would  engage  in  an  aUiance  with  France, 
and  as  the  amir  of  Steinhorst  had  recently 
happened,  endeavoured  to  inflame  him  against 
George  the  Second,  and  proposed  a  triple  al- 
liance with  France  and  Sweden,  by  which 
Russia  wouM  be  awed,  England  would  have 
much  difficulty  in  procuring  naval  stores  from 
the  Baltic,  and  the  electorate  of  Hanover 
wouU  be  cxpoaed  to  the  united  arma  of  the  al- 
lied powera.  To  gain  Christian,  the  French 
offered  a  subsidy  of  400,000  rix  dollars,  for  six, 
eight,  or  ten  years,  required  no  troops,  bnt 
promised  a  powerful  suucour  to  Denmark,  9* 
attacked,  and  demanded  no  assistance  in  return 
if  France  was  invadei].  The  king  of  Den- 
mark frankly  communicated  these  proposals  Is 
Titley,  the  English  minister  at  C<>penhagen  ; 
observed,  that  iKirthened  as  he  was  with  debts, 
he  required  a  subsidy  ;.  ileclared  that  he  pre- 
ferred the  aUiance  of  England,  and  that  he 
would  accept  a  smaller  sum,  and  ame  to  less 
advantageons  terms  from  England  than  .were 
offered  by  Prance.  The  treaty  was  accord- 
ingly arranged  and  concluded ;  the  insiflioiis 
designs  of  rrance  and  Sweden  were  discon- 
certed, and  the  peace  of  the  north  ssoored**^ 
Coze's  Memoirs  of  sir  R*  Walpole. 
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to  the  Treaty  wifh  DenmarVy  I  believe  Sh& 
expediency,  and  even  the  necessity  of  con- 
cluding sudi  a  treaty^  upon  the  present 
occasion,  will  be  acknowledged  by  every 
lord  that  considers  the  remai^able  turn  of 
afiairs,  which  has  lately  happfned  in  Swe- 
den, and  the  precarious  state  the  tranquil- 
lity of  this  nation  now  stands  in.  It  is  a 
misfortune  attending  a  free  government  in 
every  country,  to  have  their  people  divided , 
into  iGEictions  or  parties ;  and  mis  misfor- 
tune Sweden  of  course  rcl^sed  into,  as 
Boon  as  they  had  recovered  and  established 
dieir  liberties,  ^C?^  ^^  demise  of  their 
late  sovereign.  That  kingdom  is  now  di- 
vided into  two  parties,  one  of  wliich  is  for 
preserving  the  peace  with  all  its  neigh- 
pours,  particularly  Muscovy,  and  strictly 
observing  those  treaties  tliat  have  been 
concluded  since  the  accession  of  their 
{Mresent  king ;  whereas  the  other,  which  is 
the  most  turbulent,  and  of  course  the  most 
popular,  is  for  taking  the  first  opportunity 
for  endeavouring  to  recover  those  pro- 
vinces which  were  dismembered  from  that 
kingdom,  by  the  misfortunes  of  the  late 
rei^,  not Aithstanding  their  having  been 
yielded  to  the  potentates  now  in  possession 
of  them,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  and 
by  the  most  express  and  explicit  treaties 
of  peace. 

Of  these  two  parties,  my  Lords,  the  first 
has  always  been  fpr  cultivating  a  good 
correspondence  with  this  nation ;  because 
they  may  depend  upon  being  supported  by 
us,  m  case  their  country  sliould  be  unjustly 
attacked  by  any  ambitious  neighbour: 
they  have  nothing  but  just  and  peaceable 
views ;  and  in  these,  they  stand  in  no  need 
df  any  alliance  but  that  of  this  kingdom. 
But  the  views  of  the.  other  party,  ray 
Lords,  are  vcfiy  different :  their  views  are 
unjust,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  such, 
they  can  expect  no  encouragement  or  as- 
sistance from  this  nation.  They  can  ex- 
pect assistance  from  no  power  in  Europe 
hut  France ;  and  this  makes  them  ready 
to  second  the  views  of  that  kingdom,  and 
to  enter  into  any  alliance  that  may  be  pro- 
posed to  them  by  the  court  of  France. 
This  party,  by  their  intrigues  among  the 
members  6f  the  last  Diet,  and  by  the  hopes 
theyngave  the  people  of  recovering  their 
lost  provinces,  which,  however  improbable, 
Ti^ill  alwaysl)e  popular,  have  got  themselves 
established  in  the  administration  of  public 
affairs ;  and,  as  soon  as  they  had  enected 
this,  they  immediately  concluded  an  al- 
liiuice  with  France,  and  began  to  make 
preparations  bpth  b^  ^ea  mi  lao4»  ^ 


if  they  lutd  soam    gnvoA   poyct  k 
view. 

Wh$Lt  the  design  of  these  pr^aotav 
may  be^  or  what  design  the  trod «| 
have  in  givW  so  large  a  ^ubsidj  to  ^i^ 
den,  and  in  oSering  so  considerate is^ 
sidy  to  Denmark^  are  secrets  widdi  4tt 
world  is  not  as  yet  let  into;  but,  aMiflid» 
ing  the  precarious  footing  upon  wkjdik 
peace  between  Spain  andus  stands  at  ^ 
sent,  and  considering  the  iincertsiitf^f 
the  measures  France  may  take,  in  cue  if 
a  war  betwe^  this  nation  and  Spaii,j| 
would  have  been  very  imprudent  is  «,  || 
have  allowed  France  to  engage  kitbthi 
northern  crowns  in  an  alliance,  is  vM 
there  would  probably  have  been  sone  » 
coet  artigles,  which  might  have  bees  d 
great  prejudice  to  this  nation.  I  hsreit 
ready  shewn,  why  it  was  impossible  Israi 
to  prevent  tlie  now  governing  party  ii 
Sweden,  from  entering  into  the  amag 
proposed  to  them  by  France;  theitfai^ 
the  only  thing  we  could  do,  was  to  pnvol 
the  accession  of  Denmark  to  thataiiia&oe; 
and  there  was  no  other  method  for  ddw 
this,  but  by  concluding,  with  B&mi 
such  a  treaty  as  his  Majesty  hasoovai. 
dered  to  be  laid  before  you.  Fordiiir» 
son,  I  am  convinced,  there  is  no  loni  is 
this  House^  that  will  not  readflj  spprne 
of  this  treaty,  and  most  cheerfuHy  oooor 
in  enabling  his  Majesty  to  make  good  die 
engagements  he  has  thereby  entered  intfr 

My  Lords,  die  advantages  thst  nait 
accrue  to  this  nation  fr<^ai  the  treatj  o«r 
before  us,  appear  upon  tlie  face  a  ike 
treaty  itself;  but,  when  I  tell  yoir  lord- 
ships that  no  alliance  was  ever  mm  es* 
nestly  solicited,  than  the  TiHiance  of  Do- 
mark  was  by  France,  upon  this  oooflta, 
these  advantages  will  appear  to  be  mm 
considerable,  and  the  necessity  we  «ae 
under  of  concluding  this  treaty  v^b*- 
come  manifest.  Tl^  subsidy  we  mtt 
pay  to'  tl^  crown  of  Denmark,  i^  it  ii 
true,  a  little  extraordinary ;  bat  vbim«e 
consider,  that  a  much  larger  subsidy  ra 
ofiered  by  France,  M*e  must  conclude,  th* 
nothing  more  evidently  points  out  to  w 
the  wisdom  of  the  king  of  Denipad^  aod 
his  good  inclinations  towards  this  ostioSi 
tlian  his  rejecting  upon  this  o^dsm 
the  offers  of  France,  and  acceptisg  firaa 
us  a  much  smaller  subsidy  than  was  (Med 
to  him  by  that  kin^on.  I  shall  gnurt,it 
was  more  for  the  interest  of  DenmsHcti 
join  in  an  alliance  with  this  kingdom, thiBts 
join  in  an  alliance  with  France ;  but  lAm 
tl|e  interest  of  a  court  bappeaf  to  lie  (ji^ 
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tte  to  that  of  the  /OQunCiy ,  k  nMuinwi  sma/^  i 
cklresfi  Ib  tltose  t W  i^HW  ^  ^lieni»  jt  re- 
[uires  wiadom  in  the  .court  aopUed  to,  for 
dreTailiag  upon  them  (to  prefer  the  laUcor. 
This  WAS  the  ca^  on  our  bte  JDMe^9Q«tionfi 
nth.  Denmark ;  it  was  the  ioterest  of.  that 
ourt  toaccqxt  of  the  hucger  Auhudy  offered 
y  France;  it  was  the  interest  of  the  coun- 
y  to  accept  of  the  leaaer  subsidy  offered 
y  Great  Britain.  This,  we  may  suppose, 
"as  set  in  its  true  Ught,  by  those  who  were 
mployed  by  his  Majesty  in  that  negocia- 
on  ;  and  his  Danish  majesty's  natural 
Dod  sense  prevailed  with  him,  as  it  ought 
nd  I  hope  always  will,  to  prefer  a  ^ure 
iterest  to  a  present  advantage,  and  to  sa- 
-ifice  his  own  immediate  interest  to  the 
ippiness  of  his  country,  and  the  security 
r  his  posterity. 

I  hope  your  lordi^ips  will  excuse  my 
iving  said  so  much  upon  the  first  part  of 
e  Message  now  under  your  considera- 
on,  which  is,  indeed,  of  such  a  nature, 
at  I  cannot  suggest  to  myself  any  objec- 
>n  that  can  be  made  against  our  comply- 
Q  with  it ;  and  as  to  the  other  part  of 
c  Message,  it  appears,  in  my  way  cf 
inking,  as  reasonable  as  the  former.  I 
ive  often  heard  those  plausible  argu- 
ents,  that  are  commonly  made  use  of 
ainst  votes  of  credit  and  confidence. 
?rhap8  they  may  be  repeated  upon  this 
casion ;  and,  I  shall  allow,  that  such 
tcs  ought  not  to  be  passed  but  in  cases 
an  extraordinary  nature.  I  shall  grant, 
would  be  dangerous  to  intrude  the  cus- 
n  of  concluding  every  session  of  parlia- 
»nt  with  a  Vote  of  Credit  and  Confi- 
nce  to  the  king  then  upon  the  throne ; 
t  this  is  what  was  never  contended  for; 
d  whatever  may  be  done  upon  any  ex- 
ordinary  emergency,  can  be  no  prece- 
at  for  doine  the  like,  when  no  such 
lergency  exists.  Upon  such  occasions, 
•r^ore,  we  are  to  consider  the  situation 

our  affairs  at  that  instant  of  time ;  in 
ler,  from  thence,  to  determine,  whether 
;h  a  vote  be  then  necessary  or  no.      if 

do  this,  I  believe,  every  Lord  that  hears 

must  agree,  that  a  vote  of  credit  and 
iBdence  was  never  mpre  necessary  than 
is  at  this  present  conjuncture.  We 
re,  it  is  true,  a  Convention  with  Spain ; 
:  that  Convention  is  only  a  sort  of 
llnnitiary:  The  principal  articles  in 
^ute    between   Spain  and  us,  remain 

to  be  adjusted;  apd  even  those  ar- 
es, which  by  this  Convention  were 
My  settlfcU  rep^in  still  uncpmpli^d 
!•      3?h(^b«itiirfi|fr  of  aecHring>axom- 
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lf|^^fx^»i  is  ito  b^  in  a  conditioo  to  coipfwl 
It ;  and  the  only  method  by  which  we  can 
expect  to  have  the  other  articles  adjus^d 
to  our  own  liking,  is  to  shew  that  we  are 
ready  to  vindicate  our  rights  by  force  of 
arms,  in  case  the  Spaniards  should  conti^ 
nue  obstinate  in  refusing  to  acknowledge 
them  by  peaceable  means. 

The  session^  ipy  Lords,  is  now  drawing 
towards  a  conclusion.  The  parliament 
will  probably  be  prorogued ;  the  season  of 
the  year  is  now  so  far  advanced,  that  it 
wilt  even  become  necessary  for  his  Ma- 
jesty to  prorogue  it,  before  he  can  know 
what  may  be  the  result  of  the  present 
counseb  of  Spain ;  and,  if  we  should  se* 
parate  without  enabling  his  Majesty  to  put 
the  nation  into  a  warlike  posture,  as  soon 
as  the  exigency  of  our  affairs  ma^  require, 
it  will  encourage  the  court  of  Spain,  not 
only  to  refuse  giving  us  satisfaction  with 
regard  to  those  disputes  that  remain  as 
yet  to  be  adjusted,  but  also  to  refuse  per* 
forming  those  stipulations  which  they  have 
expressly  promised  by  tliat  Convention^ 
which  has  been  ratified  by  both  crowns* 
Thus,  by  neglecting  to  furnish  his  Majesty 
with  those  powers  that  are  necessary  for 
enabling  him  to  engage  in  a  war,  we  shall 
render  a  war  unavoidable :  by  a  ground- 
less apprehension  of  running  ourselves  into 
a  danger  of  a  domestic  nature,  we  shall 
run  ourselves  into  a  real  foreign  danger ; 
and  by  refusing  to  empower  his  Majesty 
to  put  the  nation  to  a  .small  expence, 
which,  by  his  being  empowered  to  do  so, 
may  become  unnecessary,  and  which  we 
are  sure  his  Majesty  will  not  put  us  to  un- 
less it  be  necessary,  we  may  subject  the 
nation  to  an  immen§e  charge,  which  iu  its 
present  circumstances,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
It  is  not  well  able  to  bear. 

From  these  considerations,  mv  Lordt;,  I 
must  be  of  opinion,  that  there  is  as  much 
reason  for  our  complying  with  the  second 
part  of  this  message,  as  with  the  first ;  and 
as  I  can  apprehend  no  danger  from  our 
complying  with  both,  I  shall  take  tlie  li- 
berty to  niove  your  lordships  to  resolve, 
^'  Tnat  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  Majesty,  to  thank  him  for  laying 
before  this  JFIouse,  the  Treaty  lately  con- 
cluded with  the  king  of  Denmark  ;  and  to 
assure  his  Majesty,  that  this  House  will 
not  only  concur  in  enabling  him  to  make 
^ood  the  Engagements  he  has  entered 
mto  by  that  Treaty  ;  but  also  in  enablij[>g 
apd  supporting  him  to  make  such  further 
Augmentation  of  his  Forces,  either  by  sea 
or  land,  as  may 'become  absalutely  neces-^ 
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sary ;  and  in  concerting  such  meamires,  as 
llie  exigency  of  affairs  may  require.*** 

Lord  Carteret : 

My  Lords;    the  noble  duke  has  very 
properly  divided  his  Majesty's  message 


*  From  the  Seeker  Mannicript, 

Nay  11.  TbeDebate  about  eoablin^be  Kinij^ 
to  make  ^ood  tbe  Treaty  with  Denmark, 
and  to  augment  the  Forces. 

Tbe  Treaty  was  read,  dated  14tb  Sfarch, 
1739. 

Netpcastle.  No  sooner  was  tbe  late  turn 
taken  in  Sweden  but  particular  marks  of  ill 
humour  were  shewn  towards  this  nation.  This 
turn  probably  hindered  the  Caarina  from  send- 
ing asKislatiee  to  tbe  Emperor.  Endeavours 
were  used  to  engage  Denmark  in  the  same 
measures.  And  if  tbe  Kinpf  had  not  inter- 
posed, they  mi^ht  have  been  too  far  engaged. 
More  advantageous  terms  were  oflVred  them 
from  another  i)iiarter.  We  have  a  considerable 
trade  in  that  pari  of  the  world,  and  had  Den- 
mark joined  with  Sweden  they  might  have 
affected  it  much,  or  made  it  neoeasary  to  keep 
a  great  force  in  those  seas.  I  hope  this  wilt 
be  followed  with  more  considerable  alliances. 
But  if  we  will  have  alliances  we  must  take 
them  cum  onere.  It  is  now  said  we  have  no 
allies :  time  was  when  it  was  said  we  had  too 
many.  A  ri^ht  medium  should  be  observed. 
An  augmentation  may  be  necessary.  A  part  of 
the  Convention  may  be  executed  soon  :  a  part 
may  be  still  in  danger.  Be  ready  ac^ainst  that 
time.  Nobody  can  see  yet  what  may  be  requi  • 
site.  Had  tbe  King  made  any  particular  de- 
mand it  might  have  been  too  great,  or  hare  left 
the  nation  exposed.  The  method  {jroposed 
now,  was  practised  without  inconvenience  in 
1734,  and  doth  not  differ  from  the  usual  ge- 
neral assurances. 

Carteret.  The  Treaty  with  Denmark  is 
right.  Fradce  wonld  'give  3  times  as  much 
without  demanding  their  troops  :  tor  Prance 
wants  them  not,  but  wants  seamen,  and  Danish 
ones  would  enable  them  to  insult  us.  All  the 
Danish  navigation  depends  on  our  allowing 
them  to  brini;  their  timber  into  England  them- 
selves. Therefore  they  will  always  take  our 
mimey  ratber  than  that  of  France.  Yet  there 
was  great  Ability  necessary  in  spiriting  them 
up  to  take  it,  which  was  lM>blly  done  of  Den- 
mark. But  thouofh  Ibis  is  a  right  thinpf,  it  is 
but  a  little  thinei^!  If  you  have  nu  hope  of  Prus- 
sia, you  will  not  have  a  wonl  tosay  in  Ger- 
many:  and  he  nnv  be  gained  upon  rip^bt  and 
good  grounds.  Tlie  usual  prices  for  i'not  was 
so  crowns.  This  is  now  raised  to  30.  Den- 
mark hath  30,000  men  in  ;he  continent  and 
little  islands  ;  and  88,000  in  Norway  ;  tbere- 
Ibra  he  need  not  raise  men.  With  bis  Ma- 
jesty's gracious  demand  we  might  have  had  a 
most  ffracioua  commonication  of  the  state  of 
ear  affairs  with  Spain.    Granting  this 
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into  tiro  parts.  It  coDSttts^  fndeecl»  of 
two  parts,  and  thejr  are  of  so  dSerent  a 
nature,  and  so  distinct  from  one  another, 
that  I  am  surprised  at  his  Majesty's  bar- 
ing been  advised  to  join  them  together  in 
one  and  the  same  message.    They  are  so 

wilt  only  entangle  us  more.  Last  year  we  say, 
we  insisted  on  redress ;  bnt  vrhen  Spnia  A^ 
sired  it  we  made  a  Conventioii.  The  nakeis 
of  that  Convention  know  not  how  to  behave. 
We  have  driven  a  just  cause  into  the  aippear- 
ance  of  an  unjust  one.  If  the  CoavcotMia 
bad  been  censured  it  had  been  better  for  a  ma- 
jority of  the  administration  :  If  tbe  money  be 
not  paid  it  is  tbe  utmost  ignominy  and  ood 
tempt.  The  nation  was  never  so  Vutangled, 
and  if  this  were  the  way  of  gettiM  oat,  1 
wonid  be  for  it.  If  the  King  wookT  soy,  If 
any  thin?  be  wrong  charge  tbooe  tbot  bave 
done  it,  this  would  end  all  difficulties.  ConoBtts 
decency  added  to  court  cunning  hath  been  dif 
ruin  of^dl  nations  in  the  world.  The  porbc  it 
in  our  hands :  if  we  give  it  out  of  them  wc 
are  undone.  I  am  not  for  putting'  a  ncgalzre 
^n  this  modon ;  perhaps  ttie  money  naky  be 
paid  on  the  y4th.  Resume  tbe  Bouse,  'and 
take  tbe  matter  into  considefBtioo  again  oc 
tbe  S5th  or  86th. 

Herrejf,  If  itwassoboldintheDoiicatotske 
our  money,  it  is  reasonable  they  shouki  ask  the 
more.  Tbe  Crown  mar  raise  money  on  ex- 
traordinary occasions  witnout  the  Parliameat. 
but  it  i^  s^reater  respect  to  ask  the  opinkiu  of 
Parliament.  If  the  money  be  not  poitt,  tbe 
Convention  is  not  to  blame.  It  proves  the 
bargain  was  so  good  for  us,  tbey  wcvold  act 
stand  to  it.  It  would  not  be  proper  for  the 
king  to  sav  before  hand,  1  believe  Spain  wt9 
not  keep  tlieir  treaty.  The  King's  wotds  are 
general,  as  they  ou^bt  to  be. 

Batkurst.  Ko  circunnslances  can  josttfr 
votes  of  this  kind.  Tbe  sum  giv^co  in  17 U 
was  never  accounted  for.  In  1726  near  two 
millions  were  spent,  and  it  was  lunnd  ofienr^fi 
there  waa  no  need  :  but  it  was  before  tbe  Par- 
liament was  di88olve«l.  In  17S4  tbe  saviietfai!i| 
was  done  again.  That  also  was  before  a  arv 
Parliament.  These  are  all  tbe  Votea  of  CMa 
that  are  u|>on  your  Jonmals,  and  uo  wbai  occa- 
sions have  they  been  of  use?  'Ih**  Cones  of 
Spain  trusted' the  King  with  tbe  power  of  rai»- 
in*;  money  but  for  one  year,  and  were  tie- 
stroyod  by  it.  .Surely  none  of  this  mooey  i>3 
be  applied  to  pay  the  95,000/.  at  least  pn«fk 
will  tmasfine  it.  *  This  method  hath  been  uodtf 
only  one  administration :  -all  from  tbe  nair 
hand.  And  ia  it  for  such  a  eoaduct  as  tbi 
present  that  we  are  to  break  old  rulea?  Duiia^ 
a  time  of  rebellion  tbe  King  giay  raiae  Uren 
without  tbe  Parliament ;  but  not  else. 

Lonsdafe,  By  law  Uiere  can  be  no  morv 
forces  raised  in  this  kiuAiom  than  ihoae  vbicb 
tbe  act  against  mutiny  hatfa  appointed.  And  « 
Law  cannot  be  overturned  by  a  ItesolulkNi  $d 
vote  of  each  Honse.    if  that  ean  be  dsnca 
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istinct,  that  it  is  impossible  to  speak  to 
iem  both  together;  and  therefore  I  must 
DDsider  them  separately,  as  the  noble 
uke  has  done  before  me. 
With  regard  to  the  first  part,  my  Lords, 
hich  relates  to  the  treaty  lately  con- 

le  case  of  this  Law,  it  may  be  dooe  io  the 
ise  of  eveiy  other. 

CftolmonJeiey.  Votes  of  Credit  are  gritiog 
le  Crown  a  oontroul  over  any  money  raised 
lat  year,  that  the  Crown  may  do  with  it  as 
le^  please.  Votes  of  Confidence  are  very 
ifierent.  By  speeifying  what  yea  will  give, 
»reign  nations  will  see  all  yoa  can  do,  and 
DOW  your  force. 

Fintaier.  Aeoording  to  the  argpmentof  the 
»rd  who  spoke  last  but  one,  in  case  of  a  war  ad- 
itiooal  troops  cannot  be  raised  after  the  Mutiny 
(ill  bath  passed. 

Goatr.  A  TOte  ofthis  kind  is  suspending  the 
onstitiition. 

HardwUke.  C.  Icoiigratairtedie  Dttkeon 
tvinghalf  his  motion  approved.  The  lan- 
oage  of  the  noUe  lord  who  spofcs  after  him  is 
roper  for  such  as  have  been  ministers,  and 
irbich  they  will  wish  to  receive  when  they  are 
0  again.  In  France  and  Spain  they  gave  the 
>own  a  power  of  tudng  the  people,  which  is 
lot  done  here.  No  money  can  oe  raised  but 
y  authority  of  Parliament  all^Srwards.  An- 
lentjy  when  the  Parliament  granted  Aids  to 
he  King,  it  was  in  a  general  way,  without  any 
ppropnating  Clauses,  till  some  years  after 
mfi  William  came.  Before  that,  the  King 
pptied  the  money  as  he  thought  fit.  Now  it 
rould  be  criminal  to  apply  a  shilling  to  any 
tber  purpose  than  is  appointed,  though  in 
ases  of  nec^easity  it  would  be  excused.  But  on 
articular  occasions  there  should  be  relaxations 
d'  this  rigour :  there  were  such  in  the  late 
Teat  war,  and  clauses  of  approximation  are 
ot  safe  things  without  them.  Till  the  late 
Uog's  reign  3ie  number  of  forces  was  never 
pecified,  and  is  specified  now,  not  in  any  en- 
ctiog  clause,  but  in  the  recital  of  the  reso- 
itioo  of  Parliameot,  that  such  a  number  is  as 
oaoy  as  are  necessary.  The  Resolution  of 
oth  Houses  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
'rown,  is  the  consent  of  Parliament  as  required 
y  the  Petition  of  Rights.  Besides,  I  am  in- 
lioed  to  think  this  vote  will  be  reduced  into  an 
ct  of  Parliament  before  the  end  of  the  session, 
(pain's  paying  or  not  will  not  determine  your 
ODdoct,  if  only  Spain  were  in  question, 
rhich  perhaps  it  is  not.  There  are  much  more 
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duded  with  Demnark,  if  the  messfige  had 
been  confined  to  that  treaty  alone,  I  am 
persuaded  no  objection  would  have  been 
made,  by  any  lord  in  this  Mouse,  to  our 
complybg  with  what  his  Majesty  desires ; 
and,  as  I  liave  often  taken^  the  liberty  to 


aaterial  things  than  that  payment  to  come 
fter :  and  the  more  or  less  yon  are  prepared, 
be  more  or  less  willing  other  powers  will  be  to 
rest  you  as  they  ahould.  After  Spain  bath 
aid  it  would  not  oe  proper  to  come  to  such  a 
volution :  therefore  do  it  now. 

Lon$daU.  It  is  not  an  answer  to  say,  a  law 
Day  be  made  still.  This  method  may  be 
rrong,  though  another  that  is  right  might  be 
tkea  after  it. 


Argyle.  My  stock  of  wonder  is  at  an  end.  I 
ahall  wonder  at  nothing  unless  the  same  mea- 
sures that  have  afmost  brought  us  to  ruin 
shpuldsetus  upajfsin.  The  hardship  should 
not  be  put  on  this  House  of  having  a  message 
ftom  tlie  King,  and  not  being  Io  pay  it  respect. 
Denmark  hath  a  treaty  with  Russia,  and 
coukl  not  treat  with  France  without  breaking 
that.  Besides,  Sweden  was  come  in  to  France ; 
therefore  Denmark  must  come  in  to  us.  Den- 
mark will  have  the  help  of  Prussia  against 
Sweden,  and  was  glad  of  ours.  It  is  neces- 
sary to  be  prepared :  but  not  in  a  manner  that 
shocks  the  constitution.  All  countries  have 
been  enslaved  by  the  necessity  of  trusting 
extraordinsry  powers.  Necessities  are  first 
created  and  then  pleaded.  Let  a  reasonable 
number  of  tmope  and  ships  be  proposed,  ^md 
more  afterwards  if  wanted.  The  administra- 
tion must  have  made  some  plan  in  these  four 
months  ;  and  the  nation  will  not  sink  if  this, 
vote  doth  not  pass,  which  is  proposed  more  to 
make  such  sort  of  powers  common  than  with 
intent  of  using  it.  What  good  hath  it  done 
when  such  powers  have  bMsn  asked  f  We  did 
nothing  in  1734.  If  you  will  come  into  no 
other  method,  I  will  not  be  against  this.  We 
might  have  prqiared  the  day  after  the  Con- 
vention. For  Spain  will  not  give  us  satisfiu:- 
tion.  But  if  we  were  sure  that  France  wo.uld 
support  Spain,  let  us  not  be  slaves ;  let  Provi- 
dence decide  iht  event 

Chesterfield.  The  act  by  which  liberty  was 
surrendered  in  Denmark,  difiered  from  this 
only  in  duration.  This  is  putting  a  confidence 
in  ministers  whom  you  have  no  reason  to  havo 
confidence  in,  either  as  to  war  or  negociatiop. 
As  to  the  Convention,  since  your  lordships  have 
approved  it,  I  have  the  same  opinion  of  it  that 
every  one  of  your  ]ordshi|M  have :  Power  is 
never  to  be  nven  where  it  is  asked,  and  no  ne- 
cessity jusdnes  it,  as  it  cannot  when  the  parlia- 
ment ia  sitting.  Why  not  keep  it  sitting  f 
Why  may  it  not  meet  again  after  4  or  5 
months?  The  sum  of  350,000/.  was  given 
and  an  account  refused  afterwards,  and  so  it 
was  in  following  cases.  Let  the  crown  exert 
its  power :  if  it  be  rightly  exerted,  the  appro- 
bation of  parliament  needs  not  be  feared. 
Therefore  these  votes  are  made  where  a  auhse- 
quent  approbation  is  despaired  of.  The  states 
of  France  and  Spain  gave  the  King  beforehand 
a  power  of  taxing  the  people :  and  we  promise 
to  tax  the  people  afterwards.  This  is  undoing 
what  was  done  at  the  Revolution.  Any  thing 
may  be  comprehended  under  the  term  of  con- 
certing alliances:  and  this  money  may  be  ap- 
plied to  very  bad  purposes.  The  Civil  List  is 
said  to  be  in  debt    This  may  be  called  an  exi* 
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find  fanlt  with  oar  late  measures,  I  MA 
glad  to  have  this  opportunity  of  giving  my 
approbation  to  something  that  has  been 
done  by  those  now  at  the  head  of  our  ad- 
ministration. In  our  present  circum- 
stUnces,  my  Lords,  and  considering  the 
present  unlucky  posture  of  affiiirs  in  Eu- 
rope, to  which  we  have,  by  our  late  mea- 
sures, not  a  little  contributed,  the  con- 
cluding of  this  treaty  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  us,  in  order  to  prevent  Den- 
mark's entering  into  any  engagements  that 
might  be  of  dangerous  consequence  to  the 
interest  of  this  nation  in  particular,  and 
the  tranquillity  of  Europe «  in  general. 
Therefore,  however  expensive  this  treaty 
maybe  to  us,  yet,  in  the  main,  I  must  think  it 
was  a  wise,  a  right,  and  a  necessary  mea- 
sure. But,  at  the  same  time,  I  cannot 
help  observing,  what  can  e6cq)e  the  ob- 
aervation  of  no  man,  who  compares  this 
treaty  with  those  that  have  been  con- 
cluded upon  former  occasions  between  the 
two  crowns,  that  a  nation,  like  ft  private 
man,  the  lower  it  sink^  in  its  cremt,  the 
dearer  it  must  pay  for  every  favour  it  is 
obliged  to  sue  for. 

'Diis  observation  occurs  the  more  readily 

to  me,  my  Lords,  because  I  was  once  con- 

oemed  in  negociating  a  treaty  of  the  same 

'  kind  with  the  crown  of  Denmark.    When 

I  had  the  honour  to  be  employed  by  his 

gency,  and  be  siipplted  with  this  money.  I 
tremole  to  think  of  this  possibility.  A  vote  of 
eredit  enables  ministers  to  conceal  the  true 
state  of  a^airs  from  the  parliament  atid  f^om 
.the  king. 

liay.  Some  lords  who  have  spoke  in  this 
debate  said  a  former  day  was  the  last  tbey  should 
speak  io  this  Honse.  Aogmentation  offerees 
in  time  of  war  is  lawfbt.  And  it  is  more  ne- 
eessary  to  anraent  now  than  it  might  be  in 
case  of  actual  war,  e.  g.  if  war  were  declared 
against  Lucca.  1  should  be  sorry  to  see  Irish 
troops  on  board  a  sijuadron  of  our  ships  [or  per* 
haps  of  Spanish  ships]  I  wish  onr  country  were 
in  less  danger  of  beiug  attacked  than  it  is. 
Suppose  there  had  never  been  a  Mutiny  act, 
wonid  not  a  resolution  of  both  Houses  bave 
been  the  consent  of  parliament?  now  dotfa  the 
Mutiny  act  take  this  away. 

Ayletford,  The  Kiog  bath  power  to  raise 
men  when  there  is  a  rebellion  or  iifimediate 
danger  of  invasion,  and  this  is  sufficient.  I 
move  that  the  House  be  resumed. 

duestiofl  on  lord  Aylesford's  Motion. 

N.  C  71,  of  which  I  believe  bishops  of 

Gloucester  and  Oxford. 
C.  32. 
Aflcr  which  the  Dnke  of  Newcastle's  Mo- 
tion passed  without  a  division. 


la<e  m^^Mj  Id  Mi  Begoditians  ddi  the 
northern  crowns,  a  treaty  was  coadoded 
between  him  and  the  king  of  DeiuDsrk,(f 
the  same  nature  with  this  now  befiire  as: 
but  by  that  treaty,  we  paid  but  70  crowns 
for  each  horseman  his  Danish  majesty  vv 
to  keep  in  readiness  for  ov  senricf; 
whereas,  by  this  treaty,  we  are  to  pay  80 
crowns  for  every  such  horseman ;  whid) 
difference,  though  it  may  appear  iocoD^i- 
dcrable  when  considered  with  respect  to 
each  single  man,  yet  upon  1,000  iu)R6 
men,  the  number  stipulated  by  this  treitr, 
it  amounts  to  a  very  large  sum;  snditii 
the  more  considerable,  because,  bj  die 
treaty,  we  are  obliged  to  pay  immediately 
one  moiety  of  this  80  crowns  for  adb 
horseman,  and  SO  crowns  for  each  foot- 
soldier,  whether  we  have  occasion  for  these 
troops  or  no.  In  this  light,  the  diffiireooe 
of  10  crowns  upon  each  hocaemaD,*!!! ap- 
pear to  be  of  some  consefueace,  espe- 
cially if  we  consider  the  present  unfata- 
nale  drcumstaBces  of  this  nation,  sod  tlie 
great  charge  we  must  be  at,  if  a  war  »b<ni}<) 
ensue'  between  us  and  Spain,  which  I  bflrc, 
indeed,  long  thought  mevitable,  and  I 
have  now  more  reason  to  think  so  tbs 
ever  I  had  before. 

Besides  this  disadvantage,  my  Lardsi 
there  are  several  others*  whidi  ererv  kx^ 
may  see,  by  comparing  the  two  tiaties: 
but  what  is  stiU  worse,  this  treaty  can  be 
of  no  advantage  to  us,  except  that  of  pr^ 
venting  Denmark's  engaging  against  % 
unless  we  can  engage  in  Our  interest  seve 
ral  other  powers  upon  the  contioent,  be- 
sides Denmark.  We  can^  by  this  treaty, 
make  no  use  of  the  Danish  troops,  in  asj 
expedition  we  may  think  fit  to  undenaiie 
agmnst  Spun ;  because  it  is  expressh  pro- 
vided, by  t^e  sixth  article  of  this  treatr. 
That  this  corps  of  Danish  troops  shall  ns^ 
be  made  use  of  either  in  Italy,  or  upontlw 
fleet,  nor  is  it  to  be  transported,  in  wLuIe 
or  in  part,  beyond  sea,  after  it  is  comeiw^ 
of  the  territories  of  Denmark,  exc^  ff 
the  defence  of  the  kingdoms  of  Great  £fi- 
tain  and  Ireland.  Nay,  if  Fiance  sbooM 
join  with  Spam  against  us,  we  could  wskt 
no  use  of  this  body  of  Danisli  troops,  eitb^ 
against  Spain  or  France,  unless  we  diouU 
have  occasion  to  form  an  army  in  Gennaj 
9r  Flanders  against  France ;  and  this  ve 
neither  can,  nor  shall  have  the  least  occs- 
sion  for,  unless  we  can  fonoacoafedert^! 
amongst  the  princes  and  states,  whs  hare 
dominions  in  that  part  of  the  world ;  whifi 
we  have,  as  yet,  I  believe,  no  peat  hope' 
of  being  able  to  accompliab. 
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This  treaty  #itfa*  Demnark,  my  hards^ 
bat  a  preparatory  step  towanis  aecom- 
lishiog  so  gpreat  and  neeessary  a  design, 
everai  otter  steps  must  be  made,  uid 
irticularly,  there  is  another  power  upon 


le  continent,  whom  I  may  likewise  call  a   in  case  of  a  war 


and  Sweden  from  being  joiBed  with  that 
of  France.    Such  a  conjunction  we  had, 
we  hare  still  great  rejison  to  guard  agabst 
on  our  own  account,  and  without  regaid^ 
to  the  tnuKVUtUity  of  the  north ;  because^ 


irthem  power,  whose  alliuice  we  ought 
\  seek,  upon  the  present  occasion,  as 
luch  as  that  of  Demnaric  When  I  say 
),  I  believe  everr  lord  that  hears  me  will 
ippose  I  mean  the  kine  of  Prussia.    He 

a  powerful  prince :  he  is  a  Protestant 
rince,  my  Lords ;  and  one  of  the  chief 
ipports  of  the  Protestant  cause  in  Ger- 
lany,  k  is  hardly  possible, that  ever  any 
itural  differeoce  caa  arise  between  this 
ition  and  that  crown ;  therefore  we  ought 
Iwnys  to  cultivate  a  good  correspondence 
ikh  him :  we  oug^t  even  to  promote  his 
iterest,  and  support  his  pretennons,  as 
IT  as  may  be  consistent  with  our  own 
tfety.  Wh3e  we  do  this,  we  may  depend 
poD  a  grateful  return ;  because  it  will  al- 
i^s  be  his  interest  to  be  grateful,  which, 
mongtt  prineea,  is  the  onfy  Rratitodethat 
an  with  assurance  be  depended  on.  By 
ur  religion,  we  are  embarked  upon  the 
une  bottom  with  the  king  of  Prussia; 
od  as  there  can  be  no  jarring  of  interests 
•etween  the  two  crowns,  we  ought  to  sup- 
>oit  one  another  in  all  just  pretensions, 
re  ought  to  assist  one  another  against 
ivery  unjust  attack.  Therefore,  I  wish 
^  second  part  of  this  Message  had  been 
0  acquaint  us  of  a  new  alliance  concluded 
rith  the  king  of  Prussia,  and  to  desire, 
^his  Majesty  might  be  enabled  to  per- 
Mm  the  engagements  thereby  entered 
Dto;  which,  I  am  sure,  would  haye  been 

second  part  more  agreeable  to  the  first, 
^  that  whidi  now  stahda  second  in  this 


us  and  Spain,  we- 


The  danger  of  Sweden's  disturbing  the 
ranquOlity  of  the  north,  by  attackingMus- 
^▼y,  was  not  our  only  motive  for  conclude 
>g  this  treaty  with  Denmark.    If  it  had, 

<un  sure,  it  would  have  been  ridiculous 
a  us  to  nut  ourselves  to  such  an  expence. 
j^e  might  have  trusted  to  Moseovy  for 
wending  itself;  and  Denmark  was  not 
^y  by  treaty,  but  in  mterest,  obliged  to 
iffiifit  Muscovy,  in  case  it  had  been  at^ 
•eked  l^  Sweden ;  therefore,  it  would 
'•^e  been  ridiculotts  in  us  to  engage  Den- 
oaik  by  a  large  subsidy,  to  do  what  was 
'•cesiary  for  their  owu  safety.  But  this, 
^y  Lords,  was  far  from  bemg  our  only 
>^ve:  it  was  our  own  safety  that  made 
'  J^ecessa^y  for  us  to  conclude  this  treaty ; 
t  vas  to  prevent « the  ^eets  of  Demnark 

[VOL.  I] 


do  not  know  what  part  France  may  iakmk 
in  the  war :  we  are  pretty  certain,  I  be* 
.lieve,  it  will  take  no  part  with  us;  and,  it 
the  French  should  lotn  with  the  Spaniardr 
against  us,  it  woida  be  of  the  most  dange- 
rous consequence,  to  have  the  navy  of 
France  increased  and  supported  by  the* 
ships  and  seamen  of  Denmark  as  well  as 
Sweden.  / 

This,  my  Lords,  is  what  makes  me  in: 
general  approve  of  the  trea^  now  hod 
before  us.    If  our  credit  had  been  better,  * 
we  might  probably  have  obtained  it  upon 
more  reasonable  terms,  and  at  a  less  ex-- 
pence ;  for  though  France  offered  pethemm 
a  larger  subsidy,  yet  the  terms  wer^  far 
from  bemg  so  advantageous  for  the^ing 
or  country  of  Denmark;  it  was  not  possi- 
ble they  diould  be  so ;  because,  in  consi« 
deration  of  the  subsidy  offered  by  the  court 
of  France,  that  court  would  certainly  have 
insisted  upon  a  number  of  seamen  and 
ships  of  war  from  Denmark,  as  soon  aa« 
they  might  have  occasion  for  them.    They 
stood  in  no  need  of  any  of  the  land  forces: 
of  Denmark ;  they  stood  in  great  need  of 
their  seamen  and  ships  of  war ;  therefore^ 
tliey  would  certainly  have  stipulated  for  a* 
number  of  the  latter,  as  a  return  for  the 
subsidy  they  were  to  pay.    This,  the  king 
(^Denmark  could  not  mmish,  or  keep  in> 
readiness,  without  puttmg  himself  to  « 
very  extraordinary  and  a  new  expence.^ 
Whereas,  we  desired  only  a  numoer  of 
land  forces,  which  the  king  of  Denmark 
can  furnish,  without  putting  hhnself  to  any 
new  expence,  because  he  keeps  in  constant 
pay  so  great  a  number  oi  regular  troops,' 
that  he  can  furnish  us  with  the  6,000  stipu- 
lated by  this  treaty,  without  adding;  one 
man  to  the  number  he  has  now  in  his  pay* 
With  regard,  therefore,  to  the  court-of 
Denmark,  it  was  theur  interest  to  accept 
of  the  lesser  subsidy  from  us,  rather  than 
the  larger  subsidy  from  France;  and,  with 
regard  to  the  country,  I  am  sure  it  waa 
more  for  the  interest  of  the  people  of  Den- 
mark ^.'send  away  6,000  of  their  regular 
txof^Si  Iton  to  send  away  6,000  of  theiv 
seamen.  *  The  latter  they  could  not  spare 
vrithout  distressing  their  trade ;  but,^  as  te 
their  regular  troops,  it  is  for  the  interest  of 
the  people  of  Denmark,  it  is  the  interest 
of  « very  country. where  such  .t]roepa'>4»e 
[4T3 
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kept  up,  to  have  them  quaitered  any  wbere, 
rather  than  at  home.  TothiSylnniitadd, 
my  Lords,  that  the  teims  offered,  and  the 
engagements  desired  by  France,  could  not 
be  but  inconsistent  wkh  those  treaties 
which  are  nowsiAsisting  between  Muscovy 
and  Denmark ;  and,  1  believe,  every  man 
in  Denmark  saw,  that  bo  subsidy  that  was, 
or  could  be  ofered  by  France,  would  be 
equal  to  the  prejudice  the  crown  and 
country  of  Denmark  might  sustain,  by  the 
for^ture  of  its  alliance  with  the  Russian 
enipive« 

But,  my  Lords,  the  forfeiture  of  the 
fiienddiip  and  confidence  of  the  court  of 
Russia,  was  not  the  only  prejudice  the 
crown  and  kmgdom  of  Denmark  would 
havesu&red,byengagin^in  an  alliance  with 
France  upon  this  occasion.  Such  an  al- 
liance would  have  been  a  breach  of  that 
ancient  friendship,  which  has  so  long  sub- 
sisted between  Denmaik  and  this  king- 
dom; and  Uiis  might  have  been  in  many 
respects  of  fatal  consemience  to  Denmark. 
Their  chief  nursery  tor  seamen  depends 
upon  their  trade  with  this  kingdom :  it  de- 
pends upon  their  bdng  idbwed  to  import 
mto  this  kingdom,  their  timber  ana  all 
sorts  of  naval  stores,  in  their  own  shipping, 
which  is  an  advanti^  we  may  take  from 
diem,  whenever  we  have  a  mind;  and,  if 
we  should  take  this  advantage  from  them, 
their  alliance  would  soon  come  to  be  des- 
pised by  France ;  because  it  could  be  of 
little  or  no  service  to  that  kingdom.  Nay, 
without  a  considerable  number  of  seamen, 
and  a  large  squadron  of  men  of  war,  they 
would  not  be  able  to  keep  a  commiuiica- 
tion,  and  a  mutual  dependence  between 
the  several  parts  of  their  own  dominions : 
their  king  would  then  be  obliged  to  depend 
upon  France,  for  the  preservation  of  his 
crown;  and  the  certain  consequence  of 
this  would  be,  an  absolute  subjection  to 
the  long  of  France ;  which  is  a  danger 
they  have  no  reason  to  apprehend  from 
the  king  of  Great  Britain ;  because,  by  the 
kiature  of  our  government,  our  king  must 
consult  the  happiness  of  his  peq>le,  more 
than  his  own  ambition :  and  it  is  incon- 
•istent  with  our  happiness  to  attempt  to 
make  conquests  upon  any  part  of  the  con- 
.  tinent  of  Europe. 

Thus  it  must  appear,  ipy  Lords,  that 
though  thb  treaty  with  the  Danes  be  a 
measure  which  in  our  present  circum- 
stances I  highly  approve,  yet,  in  our  hav- 
ing brought  about  such  a  treaty,  we  have 
no  great  cause  to  boast  our  wisdom  in  po- 
litan^  or  our  skill  in  negodalion :    it  was 


DekUe  in  the  Lank  [BBO 

what  common  aense  dictated  to  us,  and  ti« 
otrcumstances  of  the  two  natioaaiCDdeRd' 
extremely  convenient,  if  not  absUntely 
necessary  for  then.  I  wish  we  had  allow* 
ed  oundvcs  to  be  as  much  geteraed  by 
common  sense  in  all  our  former  tieatiea 
andnesociatioDs:  ifwe  had  never  deviated 
from  me  dictates  of  common  aense,  in 
order,  I  believe,  to  amaae  the  worid  with 
the  profoundness  of  our  politica,  neither 
the  circumstances  of  this  nalioBy  nor  the 
circumstances  of  Europe,  would  have  been 
in  the  untoward  posture  in  whi<^  diey  am 
at  present. 

But  now,  my  Lords,  with  regard  to  the 
second  part  of  tins  Message;  lam,  indeed, 
not  'a  htde  surpriced,  how  it  came  to  be 
tacked  to  the  nrsL  As  aD  messages  sre« 
in  this  House,  supposed  to  be 


fWim  the  minister,  I  may  say,  witboot  giv- 
inff  any  jual  offence,  that  the  two  parts  sf 
this  message  seem  to  have  been  designedh 
tacked  toother,  in  order  to  nuike  the  fint 
part  serve  as  an  aHunng  vehftde,  far  en- 
ticing us  to  swallow  down  the  bitter  ptB 
contained  in  the  second.  A  genml  and 
unlimited  vote  of  credit  and 
is  a  thing  of  a  most  daagerooa 
Such  a  demand,  our  ancestors  vpvMii^hsve 
beoi  amazed  at,  and  would  certainly  havt 
rdected  with  scorn.  The  pracdoe  is  bm 
of  a  modem  date  in  this  kingdom.  Itwsi 
never  heard  of  before  the  Revotutkn ;  and 
never  became  frequent,  till  Uiis  nation 
bleflsed  with  our  present  v  ' 
tiom  Since  diat  happy  period  b^an,  1 
shaU  grant,  that  such  messages  have  been 
frequent,  and  alwm  punctnail^  complied 
with,  notwithstanmng  our  havmg  been  m 
a  continual  course  of  peace,  Ihoogifa  I 
not  say,  tranquillity,  dusing  die 
time.  What  the  reasons  were  Iba 
such  demandJB,  or  what  the 
for  complying  so  punctuaiiy  wiA  them,  1 
shall  not  now  enquire;  but,  I 
that  such  demand^  and  sodi 
are  rather  an  omen  of  our  bad  candbict 
tune  to  rom^,  than  ademonatratiott  of  oat 
good  conduct  in  time  past. 

Whatever  we  may  think,  nj  Lenk 
here  at  home,  1  have  good  rcaaon  tobc* 
lieve,  that  the  frequency  of sncb  demsnds 
and  the  ready  oomplimice  they  have  ti 
met  with,  renders  our  constiUilien  tke 
common  jest  of  every  man  abrend.  Oar 
pretences  to  liberty  will,  I  fear,  m  a  dwrt 
time,  become  as  much  the  lidicoieof  fo- 
reigners, as  our  late  conduct  has  atreadr 
revered  our  pretences  to  iht  holdinir*^' 
the  balance  of  power  in  Europe.    Ivn 
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of  no  use  to  diem.    There  is  noway  of 


sonfinned  in  thie  opinion  bj  a  question 
lately  put  to  me  by  a  Freneti  noUeman : 
He  was  a  man  of  good  sense,  and  yet,  he 
>ne  dav  seriously  asked  me,  what  dilfer* 
ince  there  was  between  the  parliament  of 
Bngland,  and  the  parliaments  they  have 
n  France.  I  readily  answerec^  and  I  hope 
[  had  some  ground  for  saving,  that  m 
Prance,  theking  makes  their  uws  or  edicts, 
ind  their  parliaments  roust  comply  with 
irhatevertiie  ki^  desires;  but  in  England, 
curlews  are  made  by  king  and  pavliaraent, 
and  our  parliaments  may^  refuse  to  com- 
ply with  what  the  king  desires.  To  which, 
tie  as  readily  nflted.  In  your  late  history, 
sr e  read  of  several  extraordinary  messages 
>r  demands  sent  bv  vour  kii^  to  his  par- 
liament, no  one  or  which  was  ever  refused, 
md  pnnf ,  where  is  the  difference  between 
in  edict  made  by  the  king,  and  an  edict 
anade  by  kmg,  and  parlianwnt,  ifthepar- 
liament  never  refuses  what  the  king  is 
pleased  to  demand  :  for,  our  parliaments 
slaun  the  priviiega  of  refusing  as  well  as 
^ours ;  and,  if  a  trial  were  to  be  made, 
iudi  as^usal  mi^t,  perhaps,  be  found  as 
insignificant  in  England,  as  it  now  appears 
to  Im  in  Fiance. 

This,  I  am  a[^  to  believe,  my  Lords, 
'[*  the  way  of  thinking  in  other  countries, 
fts  well  as  France ;  and,  if  a  general  vote 
of  credit  and  coi^dence  should  once  be- 
(M>me  a  sort  of  customary  compliment 
from  the  parliament  to  the  crown,  at  the 
snd  of  every  session,  or  as  often  as  our  mi- 
nisters may  think  fit  to  desire  it,  this  may 
become  the  way  of  thinkiaff  at  home  as 
well  as  abroad.  If  this  shoiud  ever  come 
x>  be  the  case,  our  parliament  will  of  course 
become  daipicable  in  the  eyes  of  most  of 
>ur  own  people  ;  and,  when  the  form  of 
in  act  OT  parlissnent  begins  to  be  con- 
demned, a  proclamation  may  easily  and 
safely  be  substituted  in  its  stead.  It 
iirould,  indeed,  be  happy  for  the  nation, 
t  were  so  ;  for  when  a  (larliament  ceases 
:o  be  a  check  upon  ministers,  it  becomes 
in  useless  and  unnecessary  burden  upon 
lie  people.  The  representatives  of  the 
people  in  parliament  must  always  be  paid, 
lome  way  or  other,  by  the  people :  if  their 
wa^  are  not  paid  openly  and  fiurly  hj 
their  respective  constituents,  as  they  were 
rormerly,  a  majority  ci  them  may,  in  fu- 
ture times,  be  alwi^  ready  to  accept  of 
ivages  from  the  administration,  wnich 
must,  at  hut,  come  out  of  the  pockets  of 
the  people,  and  will  fall  with  a  much 
^eater  we^ht  upon  them,  at  the  same 
ame  that  it  rendeis  their  representativef 
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preventing  this,  but  by  putting  it  out  Of 
the  power  of  ministers  to  pay  wages,  ei- 
ther to  the  electors  or  elected  ;  and  thu 
can  be  no  way  done,  but  by  strictly  con- 
fining ptdiHc  ffrants  to  public  services,  ac- 
cording to  the  estimitfes  previously  deli- 
vered in  to  parliament. 

But  suppose,  my  Lords,  our  constitution 
could  be  no  way  endangered  by  a  compli- 
ance with  this  extraorainary  demand,  i 
do  not  think  it  is  in  our  power  to  comply 
with  every  article  of  it  To  ensble  nn 
Majesty  to  augment  his  forces  by  land,  is 
what,  1  think,  we  cannot  do,  by  a  vote  of 
this  House.  We  have  alr^y,  by  the 
mutiny  bill,  limited  the  number  of  land 
forces,  for  the  service  of  this  ensuing  year, 
to  17,704  men.  By  that  biU,  which  is  al- 
ready passed  into  a  law,  we  say  that  the 
^ole  number  of  men  for  guards  and  gar- 
risons in  Great  Britain,  to  be  kept  up  for 
the  ensuing  year,  shall  be  17,704  men ; 
and  shall  we  pretend,  by  a  vote  of  this 
House,  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  keep  up 
agreater  number  ?  Would  not  this  bere- 
p«ding  an  act  of  parliament  by  a  vote  of 
this  House  ?  Will  any  lord  pretend  to  say 
we  have  such  a  power  >  By  the  Mutiny 
Bill,  my  Lords,  a  certain  limited  number 
of  men  are  div^ted  of  the  privileges  they 
enjoy  as  British  subjects,  amd  made  liable 
to  martial  law :  Can  we  add  to  this  num- 
ber by  a  vote  i  Can  we,  by  such  a  method, 
divest  any  one  single  man  in  the  kingdom 
of  any  privilege  he  enjoys  as  a  subject  of 
Great  Britain  i  Such  a  pretence,  my 
Lords,  may  be  of  the  most  oangerous  con- 
sequence :  If  we  once  begin  to  assume 
such  a  power,  I  shall  expect,  in  a  little 
timorto  hear  it  insisted  cm,  that  the  Habeas 
Corpus  act,  or  Magna  Charta  itself,  may- 
be suspended  by  a  vote  of  this  House ; 
and  as  such  a  vote  may  be  obtained  by 
surprise,  and  the  parliament  immediately 
dissolved  or  prorogued,  we  may  jud^ 
what  a  precarious  state  the  liberties  of  this 
nation  would  be  in,  should  the  least  pre* 
tence  be  given  for  introducing  sucn  a 
maxim. 

Therefore,  my  Lords,  however  fond  we 
may  be  of  compljring  with  the  first  part  of 
this  message,  I  think  it  is  evident,  tnat  we 
neither  can  nor  ought  to  comply  with  the 
second.  Let  us  but  consider  the  circum- 
stances we  are  in  with  regardio  Spain,  and 
we  must  think  it  a  little  odd,  that  such  a 
message  should  have  been  sent  to  us  at 
such  a  time.  In  less  than  a  fortnight  we 
shall  be  aUe  l^.determiae  po«ti«Fely,  wfa^ 
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th«rwearetohavepeaoeorw«iv  Ifweave 
to  hav9  peace,  there  was  no  occasion  for 
•ending  such  a  message,  there  can  be  no 
.necessity  for  our  complying  with  it :  un» 
'less  we  have  a  mind  to  miuke  a  breach  in 
our  constitution,  out  of  mere  compliment 
.10  the  minister:  and  if  we  are  to  have 
war,  we  ought  to  provide  for  the  proeecu- 
.tion  of  that  war,  in  a  regular  ana  parlia- 
mentary method.  The  ^th  of  this  month 
is  the  last  day  Spc^n  has  for  paying  the 
95,000/.  stipulated  by  the  late  Convention.  I 
.Jf  they  fail  of  performance,  we  must  go  to  | 
war:  It  woula  be  dishonourable  to  the  { 
'  last  degree,  to  sue  for  a  performance  of  I 
.that  article,  by  any  othet;,means  than  the  | 
mouth  of  our  cannon.  But,  if  they  pay 
that  sum  of  moneyt  on  or  before  that  dsy, 
though  it  be  but  a  small  recompence  for 
the  damages  we  have  sustained,  yet  I  shall 
think  it  a  certain  omen  of  peace,  because 
.1  shall  look  upon  it  as  a  testimony  of  their 
having  a  real  inclination  to  do  us  justice. 
For  this  reason,  I  think,  the  only  proper  me^ 
thod  we  can  take  upon  this  occaaion,  is  to 
resume  tlie  House,  and  adjourn  the  con- 
sideration ^  his  'Majesty's  mesaage^  to  the 
25th ;  for,  if  it  should  then  appear,  that 
we  must  go  to  war,  I  am  6ure,  no  lord  in 
this  House  can  he  more  zeidous  than  I ' 
shall  be,  for  ^enabling  his  Majesty  to  pro> 
secute  the  war,  in  the  most  vigorous  and 
effectual  manner. 

The  Lord  Chancellor : 

I .  My  Lords;  as  most  of  the  arguments  that 
have  been  urged  asainst  our  complyinjB^ 
with  this  message,  have  been  chidfty  di- 
rected affainst  that  part  of  it,  by  which  his 
Mwesty  nopes  to  be  enabled  and  supported 
by  his  parlianfent,  in  making  such  further 
augmentation  of  his  forces,  either  by  sea 
or  land,  as  may  become  absolutely  neces- 
sary, and  in  concerting  such  measures,  as 
the  -exigency  of  a&irs  may  require ;  I 
shall  confine  what  I  have  to  fo:^  upon  the 
subject,  to  that  part  of  the  message;  for 
I  cannot  think  the  noble  lord  who  pro- 
posed resuming  the  House,  was  senous 
when  he  made  that  proposition.  I  cannot 
think,  be  really  intended  we  shoukl  defer 
a  moment  givmg  his  Majesty  the  utmost 
satisfaction,  as  to  that  part  of  the  message 
which  relates  to  the  treaty  with  Deimuurk. 
The  noble  lord  himself  gave  one  of  the 
best  reasons  that  can  be  bought  of,  for  an 
immediate  compliance  with  that  part  <3^ 
tt>e  Message.  He  told  us,  that  in  our  pre- 
sent circumstances,  it  was  neoeasary  for 
IM 19  bofif  sfneiit  #tiifir.4Niiwi»  besides 


thatof  DemnailE,  j 
Whether  this  be  so  or  not,  I  shall  not  pie- 
tend  to  determine;  but  if  ft  is,  I  aaisnre, 
we  ought  not  to  dday,  one  mnmenr,  our 
coming  to  a  Resoiution  to  approve  oC  this 
treaty  .with  Denmaik,  and  to  dednie  that 
we  will  enable  bis  Majesty  to  wtkit  good 
the  engsffeiiients  he  has  therdijF  entered 
into.  What  a  damp  would  it  tlirow  cmoo 
his  MsjesU's  negodations,  for  cnoduaing 
treaties  oTalliance  with  the  other  powen 
of  Europe,  if  thew  should  hear,  that  the 
parliament  had  delayed  approvinff  of  the 
very  first  treaty  of  that  kind,  vdtach  his 
Majesty  has  thought  fit  to  miht  upon  the 
present  occasion.  This  would  of 
put  a  stop  to  all  hisMajes^ai 
at  foreign  courts,  and  aS  some  ^ 
might  be  the  occasion  of  an 
appointment;  because  it  mi 
bably  would,  mftke  some  of  i 
diatdy  resolve  to  aeoept  of 
ofiered  by  our  enemies,  who  x 
deavottringt9  out-bid  us  atererj^ 
Europe, 

Therefiire,  my  Lords,  I  hope  «o  dnD 
inmiediately  agree  to  what  the  aoUe  dnke 
has  been  pleaMd  to  ^opose,  wish  regard 
to  the  first  pert  of  thumessage,  whatever 
we  may  do  as  to  that  which  ragvds  the 
second!  Butyevenastotheanoond,  I  csn- 
not  thmk  there  is  the  least  weight  in  any 
of  the  objections  that  have  been  made 
a^ast  our  complying  with  it.  Oar  con- 
stitution can  be  no  way  endangered  by  ihe 
parliament's  giving  the  crowa  their  aethe> 
rity,  to  do  what  it  may  do  wirheiit  any 
such  authority.  By  the  very  name  «f  our 
constitution,  the  crown  baa,  duthi^  ^he  re- 
cess of  parliament,  a  smt  of  didatarisl 
power  to  take  care  *  ne  <)aid  ddnmcnli 
*  respubliea  capiat;*  and,  m  cosmeqeeoce 
of  this  power,  his  Majesty  may  asi^poient  fai^ 
forces^  both  by  ste  and  land,  if  it  should 
become  ahsolittely  necessary,  and  he  soaf 
concert  such  measores  aa  any  soddea 
exiffency  may  require,  without  e  previoot 
authori^  from  parlisiment  for  that  par- 
pose.  When  it  can  be  foreseen^  thnt  snch 
a  necessity  may  probably  hepoen,  or  thu 
such  an  exigency  may  probably  arise,  ikt 
authority  of  parliament  ou^  to  foe  pre> 
viously  asked;  and,  when  that  probahditt 
appears  to  be  in  any  hi|^  draree,  eitfaff 
from  the  circumstances  of  a&ira  at  tit 
time,  or  from  what  his  Majesty  then  osai- 
municatca,  the  partiament  ought  to  gisai 
the  anthority  demanded.  Such  a  nws 
firom  the  crown,  or  the  parUaneiit's 
plying  with  that  meswge>  ia  ao  for 
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>eiiig  inconBiBteDt  with,  thai  it  is  higMy 
igreeable  to  our  constitution ;  becfttise»  tlie 
sending  of  such  a  inesaage  is  a  token  of 
Jiat  regard  which  the  crown  ought  al- 
irays  to  have  for  the  authority  of  parlia^ 
nenty.and  a  compliance  with  it,  is  a  testi- 
nony  of  that  concern  which  the  parlia- 
nent  ought  alwi^s  to  have  for  the  public 
lafety. 

I  am  not  at  all  surprised,  my  Lords,  that 
lo  such  message  was  erer  heud  of  before 
:he  Revolution.  Before  that  happy  settle- 
nent  of  our  constitution,  most  or  our  kings 
shewed  as  little  r^ard  to  our  parliaments 
IS  they  possibly  could.  The^  never  asked 
Hther  ttie  advice  or  authonty  of  parlia* 
nent,'  but  when  it  was  absolutely  neces* 
»ry  for  them  to  do  %o.  Nay,  thej  were 
M>  fond  of  prerOffativey  and  of  actmg  by 
iiat  alone,  that  they  attempted  too  many 
liings  by  virtue  of  prerogative,  which 
raght  not  to  have  been  done  without  the 
luthority  of  parliament.  But  as  king  Wil- 
iara  never  nuule  use  of  the  prerogative  of 
iie  crown,  but  in  cases  in  which  only  it 
>ught  to  have  been  made  use  of,  that  is, 
vhen  the  public  safety  made  it  necessary, 
le  applied  by  message  for  the  authoritjr  of 
Murliament,  as  often  as  he  bad  occasion; 
|ueen  Anne  did  the  same;  his  late  maj- 
esty could  not  fail  of  following  so  good  an 
example ;  and  if  such  messages  have  been 
nore  frequent  in  this  reign  tlun  in  any  for^ 
iier»  it  must  have  proceeded  from  the 
nany  changes  that  have  lately  hap- 
pened in  the  affiurs  of  Europe,  and  the  ex> 
rraordinary  regard  his  present  Maiesty 
las  for  the  privileges  and  authority  of'^par- 
iament.  It  could  proceed  from  no  smisi- 
;er  desi^ ;  because  no  bad  use  has  been 
nade  of  the  ready  compliance  his  Majes- 
y  has  met  with  from  his  parliament  upon 
nrerv  such  occasion.  It  cannot  be  so 
nuch  as  insinuated,  that,  in  consequence 
>f  these  compliances,  his  Majesty  hiss  put 
lie  nation  to  any  unnecessary  expence,  or 
Jiat  the  expences  the  nation  has  been  put 
JOy  in  consequence  of  the  confidence  re- 
posed from  time  to  time  in  his  Majesty, 
save  not  been  regularly  and  strictly 
iccounted  for ;  and  therefore,  during  his 
present  Majesty's  reign  at  least,  I  should 
^hink,  that  our  past  experleoce  ought  to 
je  sufficient  for  removing  all  future  jea- 
lousy. 

But  suppose,  my  Lords,  that  our  former 
tdngs  had  all  endeavoured  as  much  to 
thew  a  regard  for  the  authority  of  parlia- 
nsent,  as  some  of  them  did  endeavour  to 
ihew  a  cmteii^  of  it,  yet,  bafcre  the  Re* 


vdbtion,  there  was  no  ocosbioa  for  any 
such  message,  because  the  custom  of  ap« 
propiiatiBg  the  public  grants  to  their  i^ 
spective  services  did  not  tall  then  take 
place.  Before  that  time,  the  public  gtants 
were  made  without  any  appropriation ;  so 
that  the  king,  or  his  servants  by  his  auth^ 
rity,  could  apply  the  money  to  such  ser^ 
vices  as  they  tnought  most  pressing ;  and, 
if  any  sudden  emergency  happened,  which 
requwed  an  extraordinary  and  immediate 
expence,  theservices  that  were  not  so  press- 
ing, were  put  {A\  or  lefi  unsupplied,  till 
the  pariiament  should  meet,  in-order  to 
make  a  new  provision  fbr  them,  and  the 
money  designed  for  them  was  applied  to 
those  unforeseen  exigencies  which  de- 
manded an  immediate  supply.  Whereas, 
since  the  custom  prevailed,  of  appropriat- 
ing fdl  parliamentary  grants  to  their  re- 
spective services,  no  minister  can,  even  by 
his  Majesty's  authority,  apply  to  one  ser- 
vice, however  urgent,  what  has  been  ap- 
propriated by  parliament  to  another; 
ana  therefore,  when  there  is  a  pro- 
bability, that  some  services  may  acci- 
dentally arise,  during  the  recess  of  parlia- 
ment, that  could  not  be  foreseen,  m*  that 
could  net  be  regularly  provided  for  by 
parliament,  it  becomes  necessary  to  Aimish 
his  Majest^f  with  such  a  credit  and  con- 
fidence, as  is  demanded  by  the  second  part 
of  the  message,  now  under  our  considera- 
tion. 

As  this  credit  and  confidence,  my  Lords, 
can  last  no  loneer  than  till  next  session  of 
parliament,  and  as  every  following  session 
must  necessarily  besin,  within  seven  or 
eight  months  after  the  expiration  of  the 
preceding,  it  is  impossiUe  tasuppose,  that 
any  such  vote  of  credit  and  confidence  can 
ever  be  of  dangerous  consequence  to  our 
constitution ;  Mcause,  in  so  short  a  time, 
it  will  always  be  impossible  to  raise  and 
discipline  such  a  number  of  forces,  or  to 
levy  such  sums  of  money,  as  would  be  ne- 
cessary foroyerturningthe  liberties  of  this 
nation ;  especially,  if  we  consider,  that,  hy 
virtue  of  such  a  vote  of  credit  and  confi- 
dence, his  Majesty  can  impose  no  taxes, 
nor  force  any  loans,  nor  can  any  man 
thereby  be  compelled  to  list  in  his  Majes- 
ty's land  service*  If  the  administration 
shoiikl  attempt  to  levy  forces,  or  borrow 
money,  without  any  apparent  necessity, 
the  people  would  immediately  become  jea- 
lous of  their  having  designs  against  the  li- 
berties of  their  countrjf ;  and,  m  that  case, 
no  man  would  lend  money  to  die  govern- 
ment, or  list  in  the  goverament's  service 
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even  the  officer^  of  the  armj  themielves, 
weald  be  a^t  .to  declare  against  such  new 
levies,  and  if  thejr  did  not  refuse  to  obe^, 
ihev  would  certainly  be  very  negligent  in 
fulfilling  the  orders  issued  for  that  pur- 

Sose ;  which  would  of  course  render  the 
esigns  of  the  administration  abortive»  and 
next  session  of  parliament  would  certably 
punish  them  for  the  attempt. 

Thus  it  must  appeari  my  Lords,  that 
4>ur  constitution  can  be  brought  into  no 
danger,  by  our  complying  with  what  is 
proposed ;  and  as  to  our  having  a  power  to 
comply  with  every  thing  demanded  by  this 
message,  I  wonder  to  hear  it  made  the  least 
'  doubt  of.  We  have  not,  my  Lords,  by  the 
Mutiny  Bill,  confined  or  limited  the  num- 
ber of  troops  to  be  kept  up  for  the  ensuing 
year.  We  had  no  occasion  to  do  so ;  be- 
cause, die  keeping  up  of  any  number  of 
troops  within .  this  kingdom  in  time  of 
peace,  without  consent  of  parliament,  is.by 
the  nature  of  our  constitution  illegal,  and 
is  expressly  declared  to  be  so,  not  only  by 
the  Claim  of  Ri^ht,  but  by  the  preambfe 
to  that  very  Bill  itself.  For  this  reason,  a 
certain  number  of  troops  is  mentioned 
in  the  preamble  to  that  Bill,  in  order 
that  we  may  give  our  consent  to  the 
keeping  up^  of  that  number;  but  none 
of  tne  enacting  clauses  relate  to  that  num- 
ber, or  any  other  number.  They  ror 
late  to  all  the  troops  that  shall  be  kept  up ; 
and  if,  by  any  future  vote,  we  give  our 
consent  to  ihe  keeping  up  of  a  greater 
number  than  is  mentioned  in  the  preamble 
of  that  Bill,  the  enacting  clauses  relate  to^ 
and  comprehend  the  additional  number  as 
well  as  the  number  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
amble. Therefore,  thi  resolution  we  may 
come  to  upon  this  occasion,  can  no  way 
be  understood  as  a  repeal,  or  as  an  altera- 
tion of  the  Mutiny  Bill ;  it  can  be  consi- 
dered only  as  a  signification  of  the  consent 
of  parliament,  to  me  keeping  up  of  a  greater 
number  of  troops  than  were  thought  ne- 
cessary when  the  Mutiny  Bill  was  passed; 
and  surely  the  consent  of  parliament  may 
be  signified  by  a  vote  or  resolution,  in  pur- 
suance of  a  message  from  his  Majesty,  as 
well  as  by  the  preamble  to  a  Bill. 

We  do  not,  my  Lords,  by  the  Resolu- 
tion now  proposed,  subject  any  man  in 
the  kingdom  to  martial  law,  nor  do  we 
divest  any  man  in  the  kingdom  of  die  pri- 
vileges he  enjoys,  or  ought  to  enjoy,  as 
n'subject  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  already 
done  to  our  hands,  by  the  Mutiny  Bill, 
which  is  now  passed  into  a  law.  By  that 
Bill,  9vcry  man  that  dhall  voluntarily  list 
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himself  in  his 
without  any  restrictkinl 
of  me^  so  to  be  listed,  is  made  InUe  to 
martial  law ;  and»  by  the  Bfolnttop  now 
proposed,  we  only  give  our  coaaept  to  his 
Majesty 's  taking  a  greaternmober  into  that 
aervicci  than  we  consented  to  br  the  pre- 
amble of  that  BilL  There  la  oathmg 
therefore  in  what  la  now  proposed,  that  caa 
furnish  the  least  pretence  for  laying  it  d«m 
as  a  maxim,  that  the  Habeas  Corpus  act, 
or  any  other  act,  can  be  suspended  bv  t 
vote  of  both,  or  either  House  of  Par- 
liament. 

From  what  I  have  said,  niy  l•old^  I 
hope  it  will  appear  that  there  is  no  we^ 
in  any  of  the  objections  made  to  our  eom- 
plying  with  this  Message.  But,  in  my 
opinion,  onr  refusing,  or  even  delajii^  to 
comply,  may,  in  the  present  ticklish  con- 
juncture of  a&irs,  be  attended  with  tht 
most  &tal  consequences.  Spain  has  al- 
ready long  depended  npon  gainii^  sone 
advantage  from  our  intestine  divkannB.  It 
is  to  this  only,  we  can  with  juatioe  impnte 
the  obstinacy  they  have  shewn  in  refusii^ 
to  do  us  justice.  They  have,  at  laat,  pro- 
mised to  make  us  some  satiafiurtion  for 
past  injuries;  and  the  term  allowed  them 
for  penorming  that  promise,  is  now  near 
expired ;  but  if  the  95,000^  which  they  are 
to  pay  to  us  on  that  account,  were  now  in 
London,  and  ready  to  be  paid,  I  do  not 
know  but  our  delaying  to  give  hs  Mafest? 
the  satisfaction  of  complying  with  his  moat 
gracious  message,  would  prevent  that  sum 
being  paid  witmn  the  term  limited.  Tlie 
agents  for  Spain  would  inunediafee^  begii. 
to  expect  a  breach  between  Ins  Majestf 
and  Ills  parliament,  which  would  of  coarse 
encourage  them  to  delay  making  tint  sti- 
pulated payment,  till  they  had  new  instnic* 
tions  from  Spain ;  and  thus,  bj  deiayiag 
to  agree  wiUi  his  Majesty's  mesa^e^  we 
shoiud  render  a  war  unavoidable,  at  the 
same  time  that  we  rendered  it  impossible 
for  his  Majesty  to  provide  for  it,  either  by 
alliances  abroad,  or  armamenta  at  home. 
For  these  reasons,  I  shall  moat  heartily  joia 
with  the  noble  duke  in  the  motion  he  has 
made,  and  I  hope  we  shall  have  the  con- 
currence of  a  majority  of  this  Hooae. 

The  Duke  of  Arg^le  : 

My  Lords;  it  is  no  new  thing  to  see  the 
demands  and  the  projects  of  wMnialrrs 
ushered  into  this  House,  under  the  name 
of  our  sovereign ;  when  any  extraoidinaiy 
demand  is  to  be  made,  or  when  aaj  dan* 
gerous  powers  are  to  be  asked  )br  by  ov 
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minuters,  it  has  always  been  their  castmn 
to  screen  themselves  under  the  sacred 
name  of  maiesty ;  and  when  such  demands 
are  opposed  by  those  who  have  a  true  re- 
gard for  their  sovereign,  but  no  very  great 
regard,  perhaps,  for  his  ministers,  the  ad- 
vocates for  those  demands  are  sure  to  fol- 
low the  example  that  has  been  set  them, 
by  introduchie  his  Majesty's  name  into 
every  part  of  the  debate.  Our  ministers  ask 
a  power  to  put  the  nation  to  what  expence 
they  please,  and  as  an  ailment  for  our 
(M>mpiying  with  this  demand,  we  are  told, 
his  Majesty  never  put  the  nation  to  an^ 


ny 
unnecessary  expence:  our  ministers  aslE 
ouch  powers  as  will  of  course,  if  they  are 
frequently  granted,  render  parliaments  of 
no  use  to  the  {>eople,  whatever  they  nwgr 
be  to  an  administration ;  and  to  induce  us 
to  render  ourselves  useless,  we  are  told, 
that  this  modest  demand  proceeds  from  the 
great  regard  his  Majesty  has  for  the  au- 
thority (ff  parliament. 

This,-  my  Lords,  is  a  way  of  arguing, 
that  must  lay  your  lordships  under  great 
difiicultiei,  and  is,  I  am  sure,  no  sign  of 
any  true  regard  for  the  King,  whose  name 
ought  never  to  be  introduced  into  any  de- 
bate ;  therefore  I  wish  that  all  such  mes- 
sages were  sent  hither  in  the  name  of  those 
that  advise  them,  whom  I  shall  always 
look  on  as  Uie  persons  that  really  send 
them*  ^  It  is  upon  me,  particularly,  a  great 
^Uffdship,  to  see  any  Uiing  sent  tiither  in 
bis  Majesty's  name,  which  I  do  not  ap- 
prove of;  for,  as  the  King  is  not  only  my 
lovereign,  but  my  master,  it  is  with  the 
itmost  reluctance  I  can  say  any  thing 
igainsta  proposition  that  appears  in  his 
lame.  But,  my  Lords,  1  know  his  Ma- 
esty  so  well,  I  am  so  well  assured  of  the 
'^aid  he  has  for  our  constitution,  that  I 
rannotlook  upon  this  anti-constitutional 
neuBge  as  coming  from  him.  I  must 
consider  it  as  a  message  from  some  of  his 
ninisters,  and  I  shall  treat  it  accordingly. 

It  is  a  message,  my  Lords,  of  a  most 
langerous  nature ;  for  if  such  messages 
(hoflJd  be  frequently  sent,  and  frequently 
complied  with,  it  will  end  in  a  total  over- 
hrow  of  our  constitution.  The  business 
»f  parliament  is  to  prevent  its  being  pos- 
itbie  to  run  the  nation  into  any  needless 
xpence ;  for  afrer  a  needless  expence  is 
ncurred,  wemay  punish  the  advisers,  but 
here  is  no  recalling  the  expence.  The 
^ty  head  of  a  wicked  or  weak  minister 
I  but^  a  poor  atonement  to  the  nation; 
nd  his  fortune,  however  immense,  may 
reove  but  a  very  insufficient  recompence 
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fer  the  damage  the  nation  may  suffer,  and 
the  charge  it  may  be  put  to,  by  one  ridi- 
culous or  imprudent  measure.  For  this 
reason  the  parliament  ought  to  examine 
and  judge  of  the  services,  before  they 
think  of  granting  funds  for  supplying  those 
services ;  and  it  is  for  this  reason,  that 
particular  estimates  of  the  respective  ser- 
vices necessar^jT  for  the  ensuing  year,  are 
always  laid  before  parliament.  From  those 
estimates  we  can  judge,  not  only  of  the 
services  intended,  but  also  of  the  sums  ne- 
cessary for  supplying  those  services ;  and, 
if  we  disapprove  of  the  services,  we  may, 
and  ou^ht,  to  refuse  granting  any  funds 
for  their  supply ;  or,  it  we  think  the  sums 
demanded  too  large,  we  may,  and  ought 
to  grant  no  more  than  what  shall  appear 
to  he  absolutely  necessary  for  the  supply 
of  those  services  we  approve  of.  Bnt  by 
mntrag  such  a  vote  of  credit  fmd  confi- 
fidence  as  is  demanded  by  this  message, 
we  can  neither  judge  of  the  measuresin- 
tended,  nor  of  the  sums  necessary  for  the 
execution  of  those  measures ;  whereby  we 
reader  ourselves  quite  useless,  as  to  that  of 
being  able  to  prevent  the  nation's  being 
put  to  any  unnecessary  expence  i  there* 
fore,  if  such  a  vote  as  this  now  demanded^ 
should  once  come  to  be  an  usual,  metho« 
dical  conclusion  to  each  session  of  parlia- 
ment, I  shall  then  begin  to  think  parlia- 
ments of  no  use  to,  I  shall  think  them  a 
most  unnecessary  burden  upon  the  people. 
We  are  told,  my  Lords,  that  an  account 
sliall  be  laid  before  next  session,  of  all  the 
extraordinary  expences  the  nation  may  be 
put  to,  by  virtue  of  the  credit  and  confi- 
dence  now  demanded.  What  signifies  this 
to  the  nation  >  will  this  make  ffood  the  ex- 
pence  that  maybe  unnecessaruy  incurred? 
will  this  atone  for  the  damage  the  nation  * 
may  sustain  by  a  rash  or  ridiculous  pro- 
ject ?  such  an  after-account  can,  m  my 
opinion,  never  be  of  the  least  signification. 
I  shall  never  think,  that  a  parliament  that 
will  grant  such  a  credit  and  confidence, 
will  ever  find  fault  with  any  expence  the 
nation  miy  be  put  to  in  pursuance  of  that 
credit  and  confidence,  or  that  they  will 
find  fault  with  any  article  in  the  account. 
In  such  a  parliament,  I  shall  always  ex- 
pect to  see  panegyrical  votes  of  approba-* 
tion  passed  in  every  following  session,  with 
reeard  to  tliose  measures  that  were  under^ 
taken,  and  those  expences  that  were  in- 
curred, in  pursuance  of  a  vote  of  unlimited 
credit  and  confidence  passed,  in  the  pre- 
ceding. And  if  a  new  parliament  should 
intervene,  there  is  nothing  can- be  of  more 
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service  to  a  miaktery  for  eaaUin^  him  to 
get  a  House  of  Coimnoot  to  his  miDd, 
than  hk  bebg  appointed  the  sole  and 
whole  executor  of  the  expiring  pariiament. 
Therefore,  if  a  check  be  not  pot  to  the 
sending  of  such  messages  as  this,  now 
undar  our  consideration,  I  shall  jM>oii  ex* 
pect  to  see  every  session  open  with  a 
general,  approbation  of  all  the  minister  has 
done  in  time  past,  and  conclude  with  a 
general  power  to  do  whatever  he  pleases 
m  time  to  come. 

My  Lords,  let  us  but  examine  the  argu« 
ments  made  use  of  upon  this  occasion,  and 
^e  shall  find,  that  most  of  them  may,  with 
equal  weight,  be  made  use  of  at  the  end  of 
every  session.  We  are  told,  that  during 
the  recess  of  parliament,  his  Majesty  has 
a  sort  of  dictatorial  poorer,  which  would 
enable  him  to  do  all  tnt  is  desired  by  this 
message,  and  that  therefore  our  constitu- 
tion can  never  be  in  any  danger,  by  our 
giving  him  an  authority  to  do  wliat  he 
might  do  without  any  such  previous  autho- 
rity. Is  not  this,  my  Lords,  an  argument 
that  may  be  made  use  of  with  equal  weight 
at  the  end  6i  every  session  ?  can  we  sup- 
pose a  time  when^  it  may  be  positivdy  af- 
firmed, that  no  sudden  emergency  can 
arise  during  the  recess  i  we  can  now,  or  at 
least  we  may  in  a  few  days,  as  certainly 
foresee  what  wiU  happen  during  the  jre- 
(resB,  as  we  can  ever  do  at  the  jend  of  any 
session.  Therefore,  the  timing  of  this 
message  deserves  our  particular  notice. 
It  seems  calculated  for  establishing  it  as  a 
custom,  that  at  the  end  of  every  session, 
our  parliament  ought  to  invest  our  minis- 
f&n  with  an  absolute  power,  and  an  unli- 
mited credit  I  shall  grant,  that  in  case 
of  a  very  sudden  and  very  imminent  dan- 
ger, the  crowA  has  a  sort  of  dictatorial 
power ;  but  I  will  say»  that  in  such  a  case, 
the  parliament  ought  to  be  assembled  as 
soon  as  possible.  I  will  say,  that  no  good 
man,  no  wise  minister,  would  advise  the 
orown  to  make  lise  of  that  power  for  one 
week  longer  than  necessity  required  ;  so 
that  the  excise  of  it  can  never,  by  our 
constitution,  last  for  above  five  or  six 
weeks ;  whereas,  by  granting  such  a  par- 
liamentary authority  as  is  now  demanded, 
we  give  our  ministers  an  authority,  or  at 
least  a  pretence,  for  exercising  that  dicta- 
torial power  for  seven  or  eight  months.  In 
the  former  case,  the  exercise  of  it  can 
never  be  of  any  dangerous  consequence, 
because  our  people  would  not  submit  to  it, 
if  exercised  without  an  apparent  necessity, 
«r  without  aummomng  tne  |>arliamieiH  to 
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assemble  as  soon  as  possiUe;  aad  in  bo 
short  a  time  no  dangerous  use  can  be  made 
of  it.  But  when  the  exo'dse  of  thispoifer 
is  founded  upon  a  previous  authority^m 
parliament,  the  people  wiU  submit  to  it 
without  enquiry;  and,  in  so  limg  a  time, 
such  ftn  use  may  be  made  of  it,  ai^  may 
render  it  perpetiuil ;  for  our  mhaatcn,  in 
such  a  case,  would  never  allow  the  parii^ 
ment  to  assemble,  unlevs  they  were  suiesf 
having  such  a  parlianient  as  woohi  b^a 
the  session,  by  approving  of  the  use  they 
had  made  of  their  power,  and  condudie 
the  session  with  givmg  them  a  reaewal  of 
dieirtenn.' 

If  we  are  to  hare  peace,  if  there  is  the 
least  probability  that  Spstia  will  compiy, 
even  with  that  nominal  aatlalecliaii  «e 
have  submitted  to  aeccnpt  of,  there  can  be 
nareason  for  our  complying  with  this  mcs* 
sage,  there  could  be  no  reaaon  for  aen^ng 
it,  beside  that  1  have  mentiosied.  But, 
my  Lords,  I  am  &r  from  thinking  that  wt 
diall  havepeace^  I  bdieve  we  omst  la 
last  go  to  war.  The  SpeaiardB  wiil  done* 
thing,  as  lon|^  as  the^  nave  soch  a  ooo* 
temptiUe  <qf»mion  of  us.  We  nraat  besS 
them  into  a  better,  I  hope  a  rigliter  opi- 
nion of  ua,  before  we  can  expect  tfaef  w2l 
give  us  eidier  satisfaction  or  aeemity.  if 
this  be  the  case,  why  do  not  our  ninisten 
tell  us  so  ?  the  King,  I  knew,  is  ^m*  l^nng 
every  thin^  before  us.  llie  ministen 
ought :  it  u  their  interest  to  do  ae.  It  ii 
the  interest,  at  least  of  the  majoriky  of 
them,  to  lay  every  thii^  foirly  and  openly 
before  pariiament.  We  coidd  then  pn^ 
vide  for  war  in  a  regular,  parliamen- 
tary method.  But  this,  we  are  told, 
would  be  divulging  the  secrets  of  the  fo* 
vemment:  it  would  be  deoiaring  war 
against  Spain,  before  we  have  provmedfiBf 
carrying  it  on.  What !  are  ve  tlwa  is 
steal  a  war  upon  die  Spaniarda  ?  aie  we 
to  steal  a  satisfoction  from  that  csiaieBifti* 
ble,  though  insolent  nation  ? 

*My  Lords,  we  have  nooccaaioa  teilese; 
and  J  am  sore  we  ought  not  to  mekea^  ea* 
croachment  upon  mir  censtttutian  for  such 
a  needless,  such  an  insignificant  pmposa 
If  the  war  be  prosecuted  in  a  proper  andvV 
gorous  manner,  we  now  have,  or  may  have. 
before  they  can  prepare  for  their  deience^ 
a  sufficient  force  both  at  land  and  sen;  s 
force  that  may  fullv  enable  us,  not  osily  ts 
defend  ourselves,  but  to  revenge,  in  the 
most  am]rie  manner,  the  msolts  <  * 
put. upon  the  nation,  and  the  de 
they  have  comnntled  upon  onr  i 
This»  I  say,  we  have  a  power  tode^  hai 
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GxidkoowB  wfaptiMy  be  dtme^Hom  w»ff« 
like  mennmB  be  cofukcted  with  the  mhom 
sort  of  spirit,  that  opr  peaceable  measures 
have  been  for  so  itiany  years  fast*  I  have, 
my  Lords,  live4  a  long  while  in  the  wotld : 
I  havo  lived  so  lona  as  to  wonder  at  no- 
tiling*.^  beg  paraoo,  there  is  stiU  one 
thing  I  ahaold  wonder  at :  I  should  won- 
<ier ;  if  those  who  have  brought  us  into 
such  4  deptoable  and  contemptible  state, 
should  ever  be  able  to  bring  us  out  of  it, 
er  to  recover  either  our  character  or  their 
own. 

For  God's  sake,  my  Lords,  what  are  we 
afraid  of?  Are  we  afraid  of  Spain  ?  That 
cannot  be.  Are  we  afraid  lest  Spain 
sboold  be  supported  by  Frxncel  What 
then?  IVffust  we  do  nothing  but  what 
France  gives  us  leave  to  do  ?  Must  we 
make  a  sacrifice  of  our  trade,  our  naviga* 
tion,  our  honour,  because  France  com- 
laands  it,  and  threatens  us  with  correction, 
if  we  do  not  obey.  My  Lords,  we  had 
better  submit  to  become  a  province  to 
France,  because  they  would  then  think 
themselves  obliged  to  defend  us.  But  this 
I  shall  never  submit  to,  f  shall  cliuse  to 
dtiewithniy  swoid  in  hand,  rather  than 
vaematf  live  to  see  my  country  made  a 
Freooh  province ;  and  if  this  should  ever 
eooae  to  be  the  question,  I  hope  I  should 
0Cili£nd  in  this  kingdom  many  companions ; 
I  am  sure  every  true  Briton  would  share 
she  same  fate  with  me.  With  such  men, 
to  live  or  not  to  live,  can  nevar  be  the 
queatioo  of  most  importance.  To  live 
timely,  or  die  bravely,  has  been  the  reso- 
lution of  our  ancestors  in  all  ages  past ;  I 
bope  it  is  the  resolution  of  the  present  ^e-  • 
aeration^  I  hope  it  will  be  the  resolution 
of  our  posterity  in  all  ages  to  come. 

With  regard  to  Spain,  my  Lords,  if  they 
io  not  give  us  immediate  satisfaction,  we 
vre  under  an  absolute  necessity  of  deolar- 
log  war,  let  who  will  take  their  part.  The 
prmcipal  bSbXv  in  dispute  between  them 
euid  us,  is  of 'such  a  nature,  that  even 
Ftonce  will  nodi  I  believe,  Uke  their  part ; 
and  I  believe  it,  because  it  is  neither  her 
interest  to  do  so,  nor  is  she  prepared  for 
it.  It  is  not  the  interest  of  France  to  es- 
tablish those  claims  which  the  Spaniards 
have  lately  set  up  against  us ;  because 
they  may  one  day  be  •  made  use  of 
against  France  as  well  as  against  us. 
And  suppose  the  French  should  mistake 
their  interest,*  which  they  seldom  do,  what 
can  they  do  against  us  .^  They  can  make 
use  of  nothing  but  a  naval  force  against 
iia,  wihioli  th4y  aip  at  peasant  unprovided 
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with;  aiidlftcasaofib^pMvraryf^ifii^ 
tflike  care  ^f  nem  shall.  Tfife  Fr«h^ 
court  niay  encourage  the  daitns  of  BpimL 
whilst  .thej  afe  made  to  operate  onlt 
asanist  this  nation ;  because  every  thing 
that  is  a  discouragement  to  odr  trade,  n 
an  *  encouragement  to  that  of  France. 
They  m»y  e¥en  bully  and  hector,  in  order 
to  make  us  submit  as  patiently  to  tlie 
daims  'df  Spain  for  twenty  years  to  come, 
as  we  have  done  for  twenty  years  pastt 
because,  by  such  a  submission,  the  trade 
of  this  kingdom  would  be  yfery  much  les- 
sened, and  their  trade  as  much  advanced ; 
but  if  we  once  begin  to  reassame  our  an- 
cient character,  if  we  once  resolve  to  vin-  ' 
dicate  the  rights  of  our  country,  notwith- 
standing the  unfortunate  situation  the  af- 
foirs  of  Europe  are  by  some  late  measures 
reduced  to,  yet,  I  believe,  France  will  be 
extremely  cautious  of  engaging  in  a  war,^ 
for  supporting  Spain  in  claims  which  all 
the  world  must  see  to  be  unjust.  Agajinst 
this  nation,  their  numerous  land  armiea 
signify  nothing,  without  a  superior  nayq| 
force,*  and  that,  they  know,  they  neithetr 
have,  nor  could  provide  themselves  withia 
time  of  war.  The  certain  consequence  of  ^ 
war  with  this  nation,  would  he  a  fidl  stop 
to  their  trade,  and,  if  well  conducted'  on 
our  part,  it  might  be  attended  with  tlfif 
ruin  of  most  of  their  settlements  in  Uib 
East  and  West  Indies ;  which  is  a  risk  we , 
can  har^y  suppose  the  French  will  run, 
for  the  sake  of  supporting  Spain,  m  claimrs' 
that  may  hereatter  be  made  to  operate 
against  themselves.  Besides  this  danger^ 
whatever  our  own  ministers  niay  think,  the 
French  ministers  know,  that  this  nfttion 
has  many  natural  and  powerful  allies  upon 
the  continent,  and  they  likewise  know, 
that  vigorous  resolutions,  vigorously  an 3 
wisely  executed,  would  reconcile  to  usr  . 
those  allies  whom  our  late  conduct  h'ar 
estranged  from  us.  From  all  which,  my- 
Lords,  I  must  be  of  opinion,  thai  the  dan- 
ger of  France's  engaging  in  the  war,  is  ijot 
near  so  hideous  as  the  dastardly  ima^ia- 
tions  of  some  people  may  represent..  I 
am  persuaded,  they  will  not  venture  to 
engage,  unless  they  foresee,  ti^t  the  latna 
spirit,*  which  has  rendered  our  jpeaceable 
measures  ineffectual,  may  prbb9>ly  liave 
such  an  influence,  as  to  render  Qiost  cff 
our  warlike  measures  abortive. 

But,  my  Lords,  if  we  do  go  to  war,  I 
hope  the  natural  spirit  of  tins  j[UiUon  Witt, 
revive,  I  hope  it  will  begin  to  exert  .itsj^W; 
and  if  it  does,  I.am  sure  it  will  getthe  beN 
ter  of  every  tfaihr  that  can,  drf^veff  wm 
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tiiat  dara  oitpo^e  iu  I  must  dietdore 
tiiink  we  have  nothing  to  appreh^d,  for 
thk  year  at  least  fromFnuie^;  andagainst 
^pain  alone,  we  have  no  occasion  to  make 
a  secret  of  our  designs.  We  have  now  a 
fleet  at  sea,  superior  to  any  they  can  fit 
out  against  us;  we  have  a  number  of  troops 
to  put  on  board,  sufficient  for  attacking 
them  in  ihat  part,  where  alone  we  ou^ht 
to  attacl^  them.  What  then  should  hm- 
der  us  from  declaring  war,  the  moment 
we  find  they  despise  us  so  much  as  to 
disregard  every  enffagement  they  make 
with  us?  Why  should  we  make  an 
encroachment  upon  our  consfitution  for 
the  sake  of  concealing  that  resent- 
ment, which,  the  sooner  it  is  mani- 
fested, the  more  it  will  tend  to  our  ho- 
Bour  ?  In  less  than  a  fortnight  the  chance 
of  peace  or  war  will  be  determined.  If  the 
court  of  Spain  does  not,  in  that  time,  comply 
with  what  they  have  so  solemnly  promised, 
it  will  be  proper  for  his  Majesty  to  come 
to  his  parliament  and  declare  from  the 
throne,  that  we.  roust  provide  for  war. 
The  sending  of  such  a  message  as  this,,  at 
iuch  a  time,  seems  therefore  to  have 
been  calculated  by  our  ministers,  for  no- 
thing else  but  to  render  Uie  sending  of 
filch- messa^  femiliar  to  the  people,  and 
the  complying  with  them  habitual  to  the 
parliament. 

Our  not  complying  with  the  last  part  of 
this  message,  can  be  attended  with  no  bad 
consequence :  we  may  comply  with,  and 
approve  uf  the  first,  without  taking  notice 
of  the  last:  we  ought  to  comply  with  the 
first,  because  it  is  reasonable,  and  because 
we  m^y  do  so  without  any  bre^h  of  our 
constitution.  It  is  a  certain,  limited  de- 
mand, and  such  a  demand  as  ought  to  be 
provided  for  by  parlia^pnent.  Therefore  I 
shall  readily  agree  to  the  address  of  thanks 
proposed,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  first 
part  of  this  Message;  but  that  Address 
^ght,  I  think,  to  be  accompanied  with 
another  of  a  very  different  nature.  How- 
ever, as  this  is  not  the  question  now  before 
us,  I  shall  wave  saying  any  thing  upon  it, 
till  r  see  the  fate  of  the  present  question. 

The  Earl  of  Cheiierfidd  : 

My  Lords ;  as  the  first  part  of  this 
message  bears  no  resemblance  nor  relation 
to  the  last,  and.  as  most  lords  who  Iiave 
spoke  upon  the  present  question  seen;)  to 
approve  of  it,  so  fiur  as  it  relates  to  the 
mst  past  of  the  message  jiow  before  us,  I 
•ban  give  your  lordships.no  trouble  upon 
that  head.  But  as  to  irhfX  i$  demanded  by 
%    ■ 
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the  bu*  part  of  tlna  mcsooge,  ywrhi. 
ships  may.  call  it  a  vote  of  cradit,or  tfoit 
of  confid^Aoe,  or  both,  if  you  wfll :  kiiiie 
demand  be  what  it  will,  our  OQB|^iif 
with  it  mil,  in  my  opinioo»  be  pkng  a 
much  greater  coimdence  in,  nnd  ^m  a 
larger  credit  to  our  present  mtnistgn,  tta 
any  ministers  ought,  by  our  ooBStitmifli, 
to  be  trusted  wit£  I  shall  never  be  fir 
giyin^;  to  any  ministers  an  unlimited  pows 
to  raise  what  number  of  trooos,  anavha 
sums  of  money,  tiiey  may  ttiukk  Bcai. 
sary ;  and  upon  this  occasion  1  am  ^ 
mcvre  against  it,  because  of  its  beiog  siked 
at  such  a  critiosl  conjuncture.  We  wmj, 
perhaps,  be  under  some  unceitain^  a 
present;  Uiere  may,"  perhaps,  best  pit- 
sent  a  probability,  that  we  shall  looobe 
obliged  to  declare  war  against  Spain;  bst 
in  a  few  days  that  uncertainty  wi&  be  at 
an  end,  and  that  which  some  are  isr 
[leased  to  call  a  probability  only,  wiD,  a 
my  opinion,  within  a  fortnight,  beoc«e  t 
certainty ;  for  if  the  95,00Q£.  be  mid  m 
the  ^'th  of  this  month,  we  may  look  mi 
it  as  an  earnest  of  peace,  we  snay  mi 
thence  conclude,  that  the  Spanivds  sa jt 
last  resolved  to  do  us  justice;  mwldck 
case  we  can  have  no  occasion  for  ranf 
more  troops,  or  larger  .  sums  of  muBf^ 
than  have  been  ahei^y  agreed  to  by  f«- 
liament,  in  a  regular  parliaroentsiy  n^ 
thod.  On  the  oUier  hand,  if  this  san  sf 
money  be  not  paid  upon  the  dqr  sp- 
pointed,  I  hope  we  shall  at  last  bsvedosc 
with  negociation:  I  bene  no  msa  wil 
imagine,  we  are  to  purchase  aosdier.is- 
efiectual  and  collusive  ConventioD,  st  a 
<new  expence  of  4?  or  50O»O00^  Tim  w^ 
sion  is,' it  is  true,  drawing  towards  a  oob> 
elusion ;  but  there  in  no  necessity  &r  pat* 
ting  an  end  to  it  before  the  2mid^ 
month;  andif  the  parliament  be  tbea si- 
ting, and  the  money  not  paid  bj  SpBi, 
what  should  binder  us  from  providiog  ki 
war,  in  that  method  which  is  most  9g» 
able  to  our  constitution  ? 

This  'Message,  tberafore,  my  Lod^ 
seems  to  me  to  be  designed  for  nodnf 
but  tliat  of  establishing  the  custom  of  co^ 
eluding  each  session  of  parliameot  with  s 
Vote  of  Credit  and  Confidence,  wi&aS 
the  least  necessitv  or  oocasi^ ;  sndtiail 
cannot  agree  to,  because  I  think  it  wiD  ki 
of  the  most  dangerous  consequence  to  «r 
constitution.  During  the  recess  of  p«^ 
ment»  the  crown  may  have^by  ov  c»^ 
stitut^on,  a  sort  of  .dictatorial  power;  ht 
that  power  will  becOTie  much  m 
gerous  when  founded  iqjKm  the 


nto^  fet  MbMvM  af  ft  iiuidM,  thM  tll«  i^L 
ifln«nl  ni^i  Iff  a  Wife,  ^iMIeril  to  m  ftvg^ 
fatelMiov <€  cNQlrlHiNy  in  tiintf  ot*  peM«^ 
Jhk  tiiadni  tiiMp  6t  lUM  be  fext^iklMiotiie 
ilicriflgy  Mpdidmg,  or  tnaftrhig  Any  ]ft#  the 
;niini  miq^,  hfumtsi^^  {rfeisetd  Aeifare; 
tereftira^  I  oaitii^t  $gt^  to  wtMkt  a  iioble 
ori  hM  bMB  piMied  td  iay  in  this  dH- 
Mite,  ^*  Thit  the  eoftient^  barlietnent 
nay  be  signified  by  a  Vote  or  Re9oItttion» 
D  pursuance  of  a  Message  from  his  Ma- 
eaty,  as  weH  as  by  tlie  preamble  iyt  a  Bill*' 
[  am  fkr  from  contenilint  with  thtit  noble 
ord  in  law  learning  or  distinctions,  but 
lotwithstanding  w)mt  he  has  said,  1  must 
ook  upon  the  preMnt  motion,  if  it  be 
igreed  to,  as  a  repeal  of  the  Mutiny  Bill, 
t  must  suppose,  that  by  the  word  *  whole' 
II  the*  preaniblfr  of  thsTt  Bill,  we  did  not 
nean  <  a  half,*  or  any  ntnnber  of  parts :  I 
nust  suppose,  w^  theneby  meant  to  limit 
lie  number  of  troops  to  17,7€^  men ;  and 
18  every  elause  in  a  Bifl  most  relate  to  the 
preamble,  therefbre,  irhen  there  is  a  gene- 
-ad  Hmicaaion  in  the  preamble  of  a  Billj  that 
imitation,  without  being  repeated,  mast 
nm  tfarengh  the  Whole,  and  must  be  sup- 
posed to  1^  a  Htnitation  upon  every  clause ; 
br  which  reason,  I  nmH  btf  of  opmion, 
liat  BO  claoM*  in  the  Mutiny  BitI  we  hat 6 
already  pIM^,  can  retate  to,  dr  compre- 
iead  aiyy  nuMber  of  troops  abote  that 
rhich  ianfentkhned  hi  tfte  preamble.  May,  I 
lo  not  Inow,  Bm  that  die  fusing  arid  freep- 
ng  up  a  greater  number  of  men,  may  ren- 
ter tNe  Mfolb  Bill  ffieffecttial,  by  making  it 
mpotelM^  to  determine  who  arte  within,  or 
Hk>  are  irithotlt  the  enactii^  ttkm^i  6t 

Itt  toy  opitffoii,  itiy  Loi'dt^,  h  itf  a  motfc 
[fmgMtma  doeti^e,  to  pretend,  that  #hefi 
t  h:&  H  |>assed  fbr  keeping  a  certain  Ihnic- 
tl  nmnim  of  trt)dps  m  order,  it  must  re- 
ate  tw,  aW  t^bhipi^hend.  aB  the  trodps 
rhich  our  mini^rtera  mav  thihk  fit  (o  raise 
aid  k^^  up  during  the  continuance  of 
hat  law ;  because,  in  snch  a  case,  it  may 
^e  made  to  senre  for  oblidng  our  army  to 
uMbCf,  insttad  cf  def&nmng  thefr  cotm- 
ry :  And  if  it  does  not  codfiprehend  jAl 
he  trOops  wifich  onr  ndnister^  itiay  think 
Et  to  raise  and  keep  up,  we  tbu^  aJio^^ 
ftttt  ft  dmnot  be  ttrade  ro  do  so  by  d  tote 
/f  ehfcer,  or  bbtJr  Hou^  of  ftrliantdht, 
tnlMi  we  allow^  that  an  act  of  paitliahient 
mi  be  al«hM6r  lihiehded  bjr  d  vdtb ;  and 
rit  can  be  altered  or  aM^nded,  We  imist 
How  that  it  may  be  repealed  by  the  same 
rrethbd.  TBnr,  *|fr^^i<<g  f^J^  ?^ 
ftitaPf  Ml  a  i 
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sMte  or  thfe  other. 

It  slgfdfiiei  nothiflgi  M  hMk,  »  Wf^ 
that,  by  Our  t6mp}ymg  With  th&  InM^, 
no  man  is  to  be  cekttj^ed  to  ^ter  ihtft 
fai*MaJtety'lhind-8ertic6:  il^khOWM# 
relidy  yoong  getltltoieil  t^  to  lUfeilpt  St 
dOfmniMibns  hi  the  dhny ,  and  k  ^teht  fidti< 
ber  of  ne#  Officer!  #111  dlways  Set  i  grdtt 
minfber  cf  men  to  list  volaatar^  iiitd  tfa^ 
service.  Wheii  conhnisftsbni  ati  granted. 
and  ordetitf  for  heW  lefU^  issned.  We  kri 
not  to  suppose,  that  tfie  officers,  i^h&A 
they  tt^cept  their  commi^ions,  will  bit 
told,  that  they  are  to  be  emplojred  iri  sUB- 
duhig  the  liberties  of  their  country ;  no^ 
arfe  we  to  Sappose,  thM;  the  men,  WhcfA 
they  are  prerailed  on  to  Kst,  Will  be  told, 
tfmt  th^  are  to  fight  against  their  couii*> 
try.  Our  warlike  preparations  Will  lil- 
ways,  in  such  a  cas;&,  besaid  to  be  intended 
against  some  heighbourin^  nation  that  hda 
insulted  and  injured  us,  tnongh  our  minis- 
ters be  secretly  resolved  to  ^ubhiit  id 
every  mdignity  that  can  be  put  upon  tMfr 
nation  by  neighbouring  powers,  rather 
than  be  interrupts,  by  a  foreign  war,  Ih 
th*  hoMilities  they  are  carrying  on  agaiilst 
the  con^itution  and  liberties  of  their 
conhtry.  By  such  a  pretence,  my  Lords, 
many  gentlemen  may  De  induced  to  acce()t 
of  cbnnnissionS,  many  private  men  may  be 
iilducc^  to  list  as  soldiers.  With  the  honest 
and  brave  view  of  serving  their  comitfy 
i^amst  it*  foreigh  efi^roies ;  but  after  thfcy 
have  once  ehtered  into  the  service,  tHty 
mjly,  by  avtr  Mutiny  BiD,  thus  interpretedf, 
be  compelled  to  serve  against  their  coun- 
try, by  assisting  its  dome^ic  and  most 
dangerous  enemies ;  for  they  cannot  theW 
l^avfe  the  service,  tfhen  they  have  a  mind, 
nor  can  they  safely  reflfse  to  obey  any 
Order  they  receive  from  their  cdmmanding; 
officer;  because  tile  court  martial  is  to  de- 
terttliiie,  whether  the  order  be  lawful  Or 
Aot ;  itnd  a  coXirt  mirttial,  cbotoi  by  a  mi- 
nister,' wiH  prdbably  determine  every  coYri- 
ihahd  to  he  Ia\iful,  that  proceeds  iVotti  hli 
atrthbrity,  secret  or  revealed. 

Hating  now  shfewh,  my  Lords,  tliiM  it » 
dkbgerous^  unndee^ary,  and  inconsistent 
wifh  the  Bill  dready  parsed  into  a  law,  t<^ 
comply  whh  this  message,  I  need  not,  t 
tfrink,  expatiate  dbicrn  th^  con^'qu'ences  6? 
otir  not  comOlirittg  with  the  letter  paf(  ot 
it ;  fbr  te(  tno'se  cohgeiquenceig  he  as  daui- 
g^^rdos  dK  tlVey  WtH,  1  hot)e  t  bave  ^naild  it' 
appear,  ^kt  it  dtrght  Hot  to  ^  coAipli^ 
wim;     Bitt  ttie*  cOnseoti^nfeek  df  o'ur  ii6( 

^dtfa^Qfbi^  mhk,tKi  asm tkdiab^ 
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dangmiit,  that,  I  think,  it  w31  be  atlend- 
€d  with  mat  advantages.  Spain,  I  am 
eonTinced,  haa  no  hopes  from  a  war,  if  on 
ottr  side  it  be  wisely  and  vigorously  ptoses 
Guted,  Their  only  hfljpes,  I  believe,  are 
founded  upon  the  continuance  of  our  pre- 
sent administration.  They  have  by  ex- 
perience found,  that  our  present  ministers 
may  be  amused,  and  they  hope  to  arouse 
them  with  negociations  for  some  yearn 
longer ;  or  if  they  cannot  amuse  them 
with  peaceable  negociations,  they  hope, 
that  our  warlike  measures  will  be  earned 
on  in  the  same  languid  and  ill-judged  man- 
ner our  peaceful  measures  have  been ;  in 
which  pase  they  may,  like  the  terrier  with 
the  fox,  by  mere  teazing,  at  last  force  us 
to  accept  of  unequal  and  dishonourable 
terms.  We  cad  no  way  put  an  end  to 
these  hopes  so  effectually,  as  by  shewing, 
that  our  parliament  is  not  under  the  abso- 
lute direction  of  our  administration.  If 
the  Spaniards  see,  as  they  must  see  by  our 
refusing  to  comply  with  this  message,  that 
the  parliament  has  seriously  taken  the 
state  of  the  nation  into  consideration,  and 
that  we  have  resolved  to  be  wluit  we  really 
are,  his  Majesty's  chief  and  supreme  coun- 
cil, their  flattering  hopes  will  all  vanish, 
and  then  they  will  of  course  comply  with 
our  just  demands.  The  95fiOOl.  will  be 
paid  upon  the  day  appointed,  and  all  other 
disputes  will  soon  be  settled  to  the  honour 
ana  advantage  of  this  nation ;  so  that  if 
the  95,000^.  should  not  be  paid,  or  if  a 
war  should  ensue,  I  shall  impute  it  to  our 
complying  with  the  message  now  before 
us. 

I  am  surprised,  my  Lords,  to  hear  it 
said,  that  our  refusing  to  comply  with  this 
message,  would  give  the  court  of  Spain, 
or  any  other  court  in  Eurc^j.  cause  to 
imagine,  that  there  would  be  a  breach  be- 
tween his  Majesty  ^and  his  parliament. 
Can  we  suppose  that  court,  or  any  court, 
so  i^orant  of  our  constitution,  as  not  to 
distinguish  between  his  Majesty  anfl  his 
minbters  ?  can  we  suppose  them  so  igno- 
rant of  his  Majesty's  regard  for  our  con- 
stitution, as  to  unagine,  that  he  would  es- 
pouse the  cause  of  nis  ministers  against  his 
Sirliament  ?  God  forbid !  that  any  of  bis 
ustrious  family  ever  should,  I  am' sure 
he  never  will ;  therefore,  all  the  court  of 
Spain  conld  expect  from  such  a  parlia- 
mentary contumacy  as  I  am  now  pleading 
for.  Is,  that  it  would  produce  a  change  of 
ministers ;  and  from  such'  a  chai^,  I  am 
convinced,  they  can  expect  no  aihrantage. 
If  they  saw  but  the  least  reason  to  suqpect 


it,  I  am  pennaded^  tfaer  woidd  be  ghd  te 
comply,  not  only  with  what  tiicy  have 
promised,  but  with  evenr  thii^  we  ooold 
m  justicedemand,  Ifanbonomlilefeaoe, 
therefore,  be  a  desirable  dung,  aa  it  aurdy 
is,  I  must  think  our  refoaifig  to  oon^y 
with  this  measwe,  the  moat  read j  way  to 
obtain  it;  and  for  this  reason,  amoQgmiMiy 
others,  I  shall  give  my  n^adve  Co  the 
question. 

The  Lords'  AddressofTkamkt/vr  ike 
Treaty  pith  DeumarLj  The  faUowing 
Address  was  agreed  upon  andpceaeuted  to 
his  Majesty : 

'<  Most  gracious  Soverdgn, 

'<  We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  in  parliament  aaaenibled,  beg 
leave  to  exprem  the  gralieliil  aenae  we 
have  of  vour  Majesty's  royal  care  and  at- 
tention for  the  peace  and  wel&re  of  these 
kingdoms,  and  for  preserving  the  public 
tranquillity,  and  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe. 

*'  At  the  same  time,  permit  aa  to  retuni 
your  Mmesty  our  humble  thaoka^  Ibrhav- 
inj^  concluded  a  trea^  of  defensive  alliance 
with  the  king  of  Denmark,  and  for  havizig 
ordered  the  same  to  be  laid  before  us  ;  and 
to  assure  your  Majesty  of  our  ccmcurreoce 
and  support,  in  making  good  the  engage- 
ments whidi  you  have  thereby  entCMd 
into. 

«  We  also  beseech  your  Majesty,^  to  ac- 
cept the  strongest  assurances,  tibat  we  wiB 
zealously  and  cheerfully  support  your  Ma- 
jesty, in  makhig  such  fnrther  aagme&t»> 
tion  of  your  forces,  either  by  sea  or  land, 
as  may  become  sbsolutely  neceaaaiy,  by 
reason  of  any  emergency,  arising  from  the 
present  posture  of  a&irs  in  £anipe»  whi^ 
mav  nearly  concern  the  honour,  interest, 
and  safety  of  these  kingdoms ;  and  in  con- 
certing such  measures,  as  the  exigency  d 
afiairs  may  require;" 

The  King's  Answer.']  The  King  gars 
this  Answer  : 

**  My  Lords,  I  take  this  Addresa  as  areal 
mark  of  your  zeal  and  affisctioo  for  mv 
person  and  government.  You  may  de> 
pend  upon  it,  that  the  confidence  whic^ 
you  repose  in  me,  ^hall  be  made  use  at 
with  the  strictest  regard  to  the  tnnfia- 
terest  of  my  people. ." 

.  Debate  m  the  Lords.oi^  &  M^iumjm-s^ 
Address  io  know  rnheiher  Spam  kmd  fsd 
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the  95fiO0L  OipulaUd  hy  ike  Cmntn- 
tum.^\  May  31.  Loird  Baikuni  nee 
andiaid: 

My  Lords ;  the  time  is  now  expired,  that 
wasstipobtedhy  theCoDTenttODy  for  the 
payment  of  the  96J0OOL  and  we  have  now 
Ddrore  us  a  Bill,  by  which  his  Majesty  is 
eoabled  to  pay  6O,G00i^  towards  the  dis- 
chai^ge  of  a  debt  owmg  to  the  crown  of 
Spain.  As  we  are  so  very  punctual  in 
fulfilling  our  engagements  to  that  crown, 
I  think,  it  would  be  hiffhly  worthy  of  this 
House,  to  address  his  Majesty,  to  know  if 
that  crown  has  fulfilled  any  part  of  her 
engagements  to  us.  Therefore,  I  hope, 
your  lordships  wiU  pardon  me,  if  I  take 
the  Iflierty  to  move.  That  an  humble  ad- 
dress be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  that 
he  will  be  graciously  irfeased  to  acquaint 
this  House,  whether  the  sum  of  ^SfiOOL 
agreed  by  the  late  Convention  to.  be  due 
on  the  part  of  Spain,  as  a  balance  to  the 
crown  and  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  and 
stipulated  to  bie  paid  in  money,  at  Lon- 
don, within  the  term  of  £mir  months,  to 

*  From  tke  Suker  Memaeript. 

May  31.  Ddwta  on  theMotion  for  an  Address 
to  know  whether  the  95,000(.  was  paid, 
aod4f  not,  what  reason  was  given  ? 

BathurH.  Made  this  motion. 

NaocasiUl  h  is  not  paid. 

Batkunii  This  is  not  an  answer  to  the  whole 
of  the  osotiati.  Nor  is  soeh  an  answer  a  parlis- 
neotary  one. 

I.  NeineawtU,  I  have  aasnerad the firrt  part, 
and  ba?e  liberty  to  say,  that  I  do  nOt  know 
that  the  Spaoiards  haf  e  given  any  reason. 

Bedford,  We  most  know  this  in  a  more 
parliaiuentary  way :  else  we  can  take  no  notice 
of  it. 

Newaa$h.  I  have  the  King's  leave  to  give 
this  ateoent,  and  the  House  is  ar  theronghly 
iDfonaed  tbus'  as  it  can  be  by  an  address. 

AyUrf9rd.  The  dignitv  of  the  House,  and 
the  importance  of  the  saqjeet,  rrqaire  a  diract 
applicatiop  to  the  throne.  For  a  secretary  to 
Bay  he  hath  leave,  is  a  wi(y  never  nsed.  Are 
tliey  afraid  the  King  should  see  new  faces, 
and  heiCr  all  the  Lords  aasure  him  of  their 
readiness  to  support  him.  Who  can  have 
informed  the  King  that  this  motion  would  be 
made.  No  lord  ought  to  do  it.  This  wbv  is 
tefling  the  Lords  sgainst  the  Convention, 
that  they  sfaaH  not  apprsacb  the  King's  pre- 
Nsnce. 

Newautle.  I  wish  all  the  Lords  would  at* 
tend  the  throne  in  a  proper  manner.  I  ob- 
tained this  leave  from  respect  for  the  House, 
that  the^  rai|^t  not  say  they  bad  been  trifled 
with  ab<mt  a  matter  whleh  they  might  have 
beentold.  This  doth  not  prevent  the  House 
kamffmg  what  advise  they  pisase. 


be  reckoned  from  the  day  of  the  exdiaogo 
otthe  ratifications,  ban  been  paid  'in  par« 
suanceofthesaidtr^y;  and,  if  not  paid; 
on  what  pretences  the  same,  has  oeen - 
pelayed  or  refused  by  the  court  of 
Spain?" 

The  Duke  of  Newastk.  My  Lords,  it 
was  natural  to  foresee,  tlmt  a  motion  of 
tlus  kind  would  bo  nuufe :  therefore,  I 
hsive  leave  firom  his  Majesty  to  acquaint 
the  House,  that  the  said  sum  is  not  paid, 
and  that  no  reasons  have  as  yet  been  given 
on  the  part  of  Spain,  for  non  payment. 

E^tI  o£  AylesJbrtL  My  Lords,  it  is  very 
surprising,  that  any  lord  should  take  upon 
him  to  bieur  the  access  of  the  House  to 
his  Majesty,  and,  I  think,  that  this  answer 
is  by  no  means  parliamentary.  The  no- 
ble lord  said,  he  has  leave  to  acquaint  Uie 
House,  so  and  so.  How  could  his  grace 
know  what  motion  was  to  be  made  in  this 
House  ?  And  if  he  did  know,  is  it  not  a 
very  great  proof  of  the  noble  duke's  cou- 
rage, to  take  upon  him  to  step  betwixt  his 

AyUrford. 

ChetUrfield.  Most  persons  would  think  we 
Oould  not  be  treated  with  soch  contempt  as  to 
have  no  reason  given  for  not  performing  the 
Only  thing  stipofited.  But  you  are  not  war-, 
ranted  by  what  the  noble  duke  bath  said  to 
give  any  advice,  though  in  private  Bills  sttch  a 
message  is  sufficient. 

WUlougkby. 

Cholmondeley. 

Hardwkke,  C.  An  Answer  by  leave  is  i^ 
parliamentary  answer.  Tbe  House  cannot  go 
in  a  more  irreguhu'  method  than  an  Address  on 
this  matter  now.  It  is  not  uaoal  to  ask  the 
King  a  question  of  fact,  which  the  King  catt> 
only  know  by  his  ministers.  But  we  are  got 
into  a  method  of  framing  a  Pdlittcai  Cateshism. 
No  person  could  answer  this  without  leava 
from  the  King.  When  it  hath  been  tbe  com- 
mon discourse,  that  such  a  motion  would  be 
made,  the  Secretary  may  tell  the  King  this, 
and  ask  him  whether  he  may  say  so  snd  so. 

Jrgylf,  I  wish  this  question  Bad  been  pie- 
vented  by  the  ministers  adviaing  the  ^ng  to 
lay  this  mstter  before  the  House.  Tbe  Crown 
hath  been  often  addressed  to  know  whogavo 
such  or  auch  advice.  This  is  a  ouestjon  of 
fact.  Tlie  House  once  commaadeo  a  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  write  ti>  die  States  of  Holland 
to  desire  they  would  net  entertain  a  fugitiVew 
But  of  kte,  it  hath  been  debated,  wbethsr 
papers  might  be  sent  for  to  the  treasury.  If 
tbe  noble  duke  had  had  a  command  to  $A. 
the  House,  that  had  been  diffi^tont  firom  a  psr<« 
mission. 

Question  upon  tbe  lEotiott  for  an  Addrsp, 
to.  N.  C.  -^    -    .    -  56. 

c.  -  -  ;  -  •  -  4«. 


itfrri       u  OBQiQe  il 


ft  f«rlMl  aofirtr  to  an  acjdnny  befiMx  it  has 
bMU  pattQlaA,  evca  befive  it  luu  iieen 
a^Ma  tai  My  Londa,  liov  will  this 
be  lookad  on  mthout  ikora  ?  Majr  ii  not 
be  very  justly  thought,  that  this  ansirer  is 
^cidated  to  exclude  from  his  Majesty's 
presence,  all  those  who  h^  the  honour  to 
iFote  against  the  Convention. 

.  The  Duke  of  Newcastle.  My  Loartb, 
•  I  thought  I  was  doiiig  the  House  a  piece 
of  aeryice,  in  saving  tiaie  thus  iate  in  the 
aessioB.  The  Anawer  I  have  given,  is  the 
very  same  that  the  House  will  receive,  if 
/  the  Address  should  be  presented.  But, 
my  Lords,  I  have  another  reason  for  op- 
posing this  motion,  and  that  is,  because  it 
IS  by  no  means  parliamentary.  The  mo- 
tion is  for  an  Address,  That  his  Majesty 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  acouaint 
the  House ;  whereas,  all  addresses  oi  that 
kiixd^  are,  that  his  Majesty  would  or- 
der the  Secretary  of  State,  or  the  proper 
officer,  to  lay  before  the  House  tlve  papers 
that  may  be  necessary  for  our  information 
,in  such  cases.  Now,  my  Lords,  thi^  is  t^e 
very  thing  his  M^esty  haa  done.  TJ^fe 
Bxe  no  papers,  indeed,  to  be  laid  be.- 
fiur?  the  House  on  this  occasion,  but  h^ 
bus  oideredl  me,  viio  hune  ihe.hcmoar 
ta  be  a  Secretaiy  of  Simte,  to  refcufB 
the  House  the  same  answer  diet  vredd 
have  been  returned,  if  the  ad^reas  had  been 
presented.  As  to  my  intention  of  prednid- 
mg  the  noble  lords  from  having -access  to 
his  M»^tv,  I  4o  ay«r,  my  Lor^s,  that.l 
am  so  mr  wm  having  any  aiidti  iAtentioi\, 
that  nothing  would  give  mo  grefiter  pl^Mi* 
awe,  than  to  see  the  neble  lords,  who  voted 
agoinst  the  Convention,  more  aaaidnous 
thttn  they  are,  in  piqring  their  dntgr  per- 
aenelly  to  his  Majesty.  Therefore,  my 
Lords,  I  hope  this  motion  wiH  be  thouebt 
improper;  and  the  rather^  b^aiise  thd 
t^rm  stipulated  for  the  payment  b^^  been 
but^  very  few  da(ys  eiapsed»  «nd  it  would 
h(^.  raah  to co^tt  to  any  reaohttionaon  this 
.  head,  fwhich  we  mutt  do,  tf  the  addoeaa 
aboiild  DO  presented)  without  having  a  lit^ 
tie  farther  patience. 

.  The  Duhe  of  Jargyie.  Uj  Losda,  it  ia 
.naw  high  time  for  ua  to  lay  aside  using  the 
nitdium  of  ministen,  iii  presenting  ad- 
dresses, or  receiving  answers  fh>m  the* 
crown*  We  ought  now,  my  Lords,  to  in- 
form his  Majesty  ourselves,  of  things  that 
the  ministry  appear  to  have  neglected.  It 
#as  foretold  again  and  again  in  this  House 
tfiat  this  ntoney  never  would^  paid,  and 


BO^mAtlAnb  [MOB 

the  wliole  seri^' of  the  ComHtisD  waato 
Hand  or  fiiU  by  tfie  fiehaviour  of  the  eooa 
of  Spain  in  that  reapecL  Kow  it  appesn, 
that  dw  o)oncy  ia  not  paid.  Wha  is  to 
be  done*?  ShaU  we  agaia  trust  to  imiiis. 
ten,  who,  it  is  evideat,  have  mis^iniwiBed 
his  Majesty  in  every  step  in  this  aiur? 
No.  Let  oaapply  tothecfownounehci; 
his  Mi^esty's  known  tender  regaid  to  the 
rights  of  Ma  subjects,  leaves  us  no  imo 
to  doubt  of  obtaining  nedfess;  i  onak 
take  notice  of  somewhat  said  by  ih^  aobli 
lord  who  spoke  last :  he  tboo^  it  «a 
always  ciiatomary  ibr  the  ciovn  to  retun 
its  aoBwen  to  dua  Houae  bj  tike  aunisteit 
It  may  be  the  coatom,  vmy  Lords,  but 
this  House  baa  aometimea  beea  aa  dioBlii' 
fied  with  such  a  prooeediM,  that  ve  bit 
addicaaed  die  ennvti  to  neir  by  vkoie 
advitse  auok  an  aaawer  was  aivcB.  If  the 
I  addrcas  now  MMnredfor,  eeuldhe  aasveni 
by  any  papeca  to  be  laai  befbne  OS,  ws  ^ 
BO  occaeioa  to  addweaa^  wae  needed  bathsro 
appoinled  a  cenaaittea^  idtk  ths  aaaar 
tnt  ceninittBea  cammasdy  have,  of  scad* 
ins  for  papera,  records,  or  pefseas,  a»  (iKjr 
think  fit.  Bet  mj  Ler*^  it  ii  not  so 
much  fbf  inf(;\r9K9f|l«<^  t)^  wp  oiudu  to 
agine  4»  4ii»  addpie^^  we  <wgm  ^  \ 
agi^eeto  itt  ia  xwdarto  qpmacMMum-  . 
cation  betwixt  hj^  .Mijj^^andhis^rat  ' 
council,  without  mlj^ei^t^  of  a  muiif-  I 
tfr.  T^w«^'l%iDJutf^/i9f  l^  j 
lw»  Teiy  wftob  aiiainrtioirqtd  rf  ^ 
It  has  a  British  and  a  Freash  ffnii- 
calaon.  laiheBiHirii  aaaiio,  ay  Lwdg, 
it  ngaiiee  a  seramt  t^  ^ 
a  servant  of  the  peoj^e,  as 

crewn  ;  and  this  npilse  has  . , 

derstood  ministers  to  be  under  their  im- 
m^idi^  4icacti«^.  Wp  liav&  sa  iostnce 
of  it  intto  tj^oL  ^fW^cWiiM  1I»^^ 
upon  a  ooinpiaii^.QfAfcaaofihefpc^^ 
to  this  Hoase,  tha  nftaiing'  party  M  ^ 
Moliand:  what  dt«  diio  fioosa»do  an 
Loids?  it  ordered,  by  its  ovn  fBoi»- 
rity,  the  secretary  of  staate  to  m^e  to  Hol- 
land, .and'  reclaim  the  o{kp4er.  "n^ 
ifronch  semja.of  the  ^cf  fl;ii^^sier,  ^ 
Lovi^  <  Mnitse  4e  Irtlftia^'  f^ooe wboaOi 
in  plaoe^  the  kingy.qoe  whoaaccouDt- 
able  to  oane  tawt  the  kiag,  Jathinihe  ^ 
of  nevei  ao  many  BHsoprriages  or  nuatf- 
nagements.  I  am  ^rry  to  s^  it,  but  ve 
seem  of  late  to  have  adopted  this  hst  scf 
of  the  word.  Ministers  of  Grest  Bnujo 
seem  to  be, as  (d>so]ute  as  they  vtf 
Fraikce;  but  my. Lords,  I  Jwpe  yourlotd- 
shins  wiU  aa«evt  t)ie  dignity  of  Ihttfioo^ 
and  agree  to  IbiaAddMb  * 
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Tbe  ^ettion  being  then  put,  it  was  car- 
ried aganiBt  addreesuig  by  5\  to  38.  TRe 
division  being  over,,  tbe  lord  Garteret  nor- 
edy  That  Monday  next  be  appointed  for 
taking  the.  State  of  the  Nation  into  const^ 
deration ;  which  waa  agreed  to. 

Debatein  ike  Lordion  a  Mktitm,  That 
the  Non-payment  of  the  Money  due  from 
Spain  ii  a  Breach  of  the  Conventi  n,*'] 
June  4.  The  Lord  Carteret  opened  the 
d^ate  as  follows : 

My  Lords ;  we  anfe  now  met  to  consider 
of  the  State  of  the  Kfation,  a  state  more 
fit  for  nieditation  than  discourse ;  a  state 
whereof  n<»e  of  our  forefathers  has  seen 
the  parallel,  and  idiioh  requires  all  your 


*  From  the  Seeker  Manntcript, 

June  4.   Debatei  Whether  it  sb^U  be  voted 
that  the  CoDfenUoD  is  broken. 

Carteret.  The  Stflfte  of  the  Nation  is  fkier 
ibr  oieditaiion  than  discoarse :  but  tfof  haTing' 
been  meditated  upon  as  it  outfit  whertf  it 
ahoold  be^,  this  Uwm  must  consider  it.  All 
iffen  most  tftMc  the  OonTeatioD  at  an  etad.  I 
fliMdIaay  DOtbiogaffaiasrtbe  late  Convention. 
t  %nsb  It  were  as  if  it  hsd  not  been.  I  could 
bariify  have  betieted  they  would  not  have 
paid.  All  that  was  meant,  was  to  furnish  yon 
with  a  pretence  to  raise  mc»ney  agafnst  yonr- 
^l^hres.  It  was  worth  while  for  Spain  to  bare 
f^ten  twice  th^  money  to  hare  got  their  Gal- 
IMMM  hoiAe.  They  most  pay  more  for  the  in- 
snr adce  of  them  :  hot  they  shew  they  will 
faave  nothinif  to  do  with  you.  Had  they  paid 
we  had  been  bosSHt  til)  their  Galleons  liad  got 
borne ;  but  nww  stt  accounts  are  at  an  end,  and 
vre  anr  at  liberty.  I  am  not  for  a  wnr :  wc 
iday  necfudate  oerrselres  into  one;  but  stick  to 
the  treaties  and  you  cannot  have  one.  In  the 
treaty  c^  1670  an  end  is  pot  to  reprisals,  an 
ahsofrf  practice  between  great  potvers.  Royal 
l^avlesare  k^pt  by  the  merchants,  and  must 
proceet  xM  mercmtirts.  In  that  treaty  it  is 
said,  you  shSiH  have  reSort  to  the  methods  al- 
lowable by  the  law  of  nations.  If  we  do  this, 
Sain  may  indeed  declare  war ;  and  if  we  are 
md  of  that,  there  is  an  end.  Spahi  can  hare 
no  friends  in  this  question  :  for  it  is  the  concern 
<^alf  Bumpe.  It  hath  been  most  unminis- 
terially  aaid,  that  the  property  of  all  notions  is 
in  the  Galteons.  They  are  all  deemed  to  be 
the  9panilirds,  and  no  foreigner  can  reclaim  nny 
thing.  You  rttay  shew  your  joatice  and  your 
OfMrageboth.  Take  wkat  belongs  to  Spain: 
g«ve  back  the  rest  to  others;  They  will  be 
'  if  to  pay  you  the  Indulto.  By  accident 
tiir  is  in  tf  worse  dmditioof  now  than  last 
year.  TIteir  Galleons  have  th^ce  years  Ura- 
ian  aboertt.  I  mean  nothing  nersomd,  but 
only  to  get  my  ceuhtry  out  of  the  miserable 
condition  it  is  iff.  BffotloA  that  the  nonpay- 
iMttiof  the  OS^eeo/.  is  a-maairesl  iafraetiottof 

[VOL.  X.] 


lotdshlpft*  attention  to  pi^entf'  otlr  poste- 
rity iVom  feeling:  its  coiMequences.  As 
your  lordships  haiveah*eady  fbaiid,  that  the 
obh'ffations  wUch  Spain  had  entered  into 
by  we  hue  Convention,  are  on  her  part 
unfulfilled,  the  House  I  hope  wQl  pardon 
me  if  I  now  treat  that  measure  as  no 
longer  existing,  and  lay  before  your  lord- 
ships a  detail  of  what  prudence,  honour^^ 
and  a  just  regard  for  tne  interest  of  this 
nation,  ought  to  have  dictated  to  those, 
who  negotiated  thi^t  Convention,  as  tlie 
proper  measures  to  be  pursued,  mstead  of 
that  ruinous  treaty. 

Give  me  leave,  therefore^  my  Lords,  to 
say,  that  after  the  refusal,  on  the  part  of 
Spain  to  give  up  the  pomt  of  no  Search^ 


the  Convention,  an  indignity  to  his  Majesty, 
and  an  injustice  to  the  nation. 

Halifax, 

Newca$tle.  Thfe  Royal  Xavy  ought  to  be  ex- 
erted in  defence  of  the  nation.  It  is  owing  to 
that,  that  Spain  ii  in  no  belter  a  condition.  It 
may  be  owing  to  it  that  their  treasure  may  s^j 
where  it  is ;  a  demand  upon  the  treasure  of  the 
6alleons  hath  been  made  by  other  nations  and 
complaints  of  high  Induttos.  The  non-pay- 
ment is  no  argument  against  the  Convention. 
If  Spain  could  have  taken  the  monev  out  of 
our  podcets,  they  would  have  paiu  it.  If 
making  the  Declaration  now  proposed  was  ne- 
cessary in  order  to  do  what  is  proper,  I  would 
not  be  against  it.  But  the  sense  of  the  House 
is  known,  and  the  Kin^  hath  given  his  word. 
Thereibre  this  <juestion  is  not  necessary.  £  very 
body  will  think  m  the  same  manner  if  this  Con- 
vention comet  to  be  broken^  if  it  should  not  be 
executed.  The  question  proposed  may  be  in- 
teroreted  as  a  doubt  whether  the  right  part 
will  be  taken  in  return  for  the  wrong  one  taken 
in  Spain.  I  beg  leave  to  hint  the  inconve- 
tirences  of  such  a  Declaration.  This  is  a  tick- 
lish ground  to  go  upon,  I  mean  on  account  of 
the  nation:  not  personally.  It  is  desirable 
that  if  we  must  break  it,  may  be  with  that  power 
alone.  The  immediate  consequence  of  this 
question  is  a  declaration  of  war.  They  have 
allies  which  indeed  they  would  have  no  right 
to  call  upon  if  we  did  declare  war,  but  they 
would  make  their  cause  look  plausihie,  perhaps 
they  may  tWnk  the  spirit  worked  up  against 
them  so  nigh  that  they  may  as  well  break  with 
95,000/.  in  their  pocKets  as  otherwise.  This 
question  will  only  turn  to  their  advantage  for 
whose  advantage  it  was  not  designed.  The 
Pariiament  advised  last  year  first  fair  means, 
then  force.  The  Convention  was  an  experi- 
ment of  eight  months  to  try  if  war  could  be 
avoided.  But  if  that  should  be  broke  there  can 
be  no  difference  of  opinion  what  should^ be 
done.  The  delay  hath  tost  nbthinjg  if  ^paia  ia 
in  a  worse  conditron :  and  you  cannot  have  a  ' 
more  favourable  point  to  proceed  upon  than  a 
breach  of  a  Convention.    And  as  to  (he.  money 

[4X] 


141 0  12  GEORGE  IL 

our  ministry  shewed  a  disrespect  to  the 
sentiments  of  this  House,  in  any  longer 
continuing  their  negociations  with  that 
court.  His  Majesty,  the  nation,  and  all 
the  world  roust  have  acquitted  them,  if  on 
such  a  refusal  they  had  no  longer  looked 


Debate  in  the  Lards  on  the  Breach 


given  last  year  by  Parliament,  there  bath 
a  sa?iiijg^  made  upoo  it  The  Dower  of  war  and 
peace  is  in  tbe  Crown.  Tbe  House  may  advise, 
bat  if  what  is  necessary  will  be  done  (his  mo- 
lion  b  needless. 

Strafford.  Read  the  question.  We  should  first 
have  considered  tbe  stale  of  the  nation,  and 
then  thought  whatquestion  was  proper.  I  have 
sal  in  this  j9oQse  43  years. 

Question  read. 

ChetUrfield..  I  hoped  amiestion  of  &ct  would 
have  been  entertained,  and  that  those  lords  who 
can  would  have  communicated  the  lights  ne- 
eessarr  for  giving  advice  to  the  Crown.    This 
part  of  the  Convention  was  the  test  of  the  King 
of  Spain's  good  intention.    If  it  be  improper 
now  to  say  the  Convention  is  fiolated  when 
will  it  be  promsr  P  Will  it  be  when  the  Parlia- 
ment is  op  ?  1  hope  it  will  be  continued  whilst 
this  matter  is  depending.    There  is  no  tf  in 
the  case  whether  the  Convention  be  broken. 
No  man  bath  more  regard  than  I  to  the  unad- 
vised answers  from  his  Majesty,  but  answers  by 
ministerial  advice  are  not  much  to  be  relied  on. 
There  have  been  three  representations  to  the 
King,  and  as  many  aosweis,  and  nothing  done 
of  consequence.     For  19  yeara  nothing  ne- 
cessary to  be  done  hath  been  done,  and  we  are 
now  in  a  worse  situation  than  then.    We  are  a 
mr-word  amongst  the   nations.    No  private 
utebtor  ever  treated  a  creditor  thus.  Tbe  reason 
cannot  be  that  the  South  Sea  Company  would 
not  pay  tbe  68,000/.  That  we  have  been  told 
had  no  relation  to  tbe  treaty.   Spain  formerly 
ordered  what  admiral  should  be  turned  out, 
perhaps  now  it  may  say ;  1  will  have  such  a 
general  turned  out,  and  I  believe  we  shall  obey. 
All  protests  are  become  prophecies,  more  liter- 
ally fulfilled  than  any  for  1,700  years.    Delay 
is  not  a  probable  way  to  have  to  do  with  Spain 
alone.   [Here  the  Duke  explained  himself  to 
mean  a  delay  not  of  action  but  of  declaration, 
which  last  the  case  of  individuals  as  well  as  the 
public  required.]    Tbe  present   time  is   the 
most  unlikely  for  France  to  come  in,  consider- 
ing the  age  of  the  Cardinal.    Spain  is  bank- 
rapt  Our  sUte,  bad  as  it  is,  may  be  worseif  we 
shew  our  fear  to  others  and  dare  not  look  into 
it  oursdves.    If  a  stranger  to  our  affairs  for  19 
yMrs  were  told  we  had  great  debts,  and  had 
paid  none  of  them,  he  would  say ;  But  you  have 
been  obliged  to  vindicate  your  honour.    If  ha 
was  told  how  our  honour  had  suffered  he  would 
say,  But  you  have  been  saving  money  to  pay 
off  your  debts.    But  if  he  were  told  we  had 
done  neither,  what  would  he  say  then?  What 
will  Spain  say  if  you  do  not  come  into  this 
question  ?  They  have  had  45,000/.  allowed  for 
prompt  payment  of  what  they  have  not  paid  at 


[UlS 

on  the  differences  with  Spain,  as  tbe  caoae 
of  the  min]8try,but  of  the  parliament;  they 
ought  then  to  have  i^peiued  tothepaiiia- 
ment  for  justice,  and  we,  my  Lords,  must 
have  supported  them,  because  the  i&con- 
tinuance  of  their  negociations  was  hot  the 


all.    I  hope  Spain  will  never  know  this  qsti- 
tion  hath  been  opposed. 

ChfAmmdeley,  Nothing  can  be  protfd  fisn 
tbe  non-payment  hot  the  treMhery  of  theSpi- 
niards.  There  is  but  one  opinion  as  to  thelact, 
but  declarations  are  useless,  and  must  be  (bl- 
lowed  by  such  advice  as  must  produce  i  war 
immediatdy.  The  constant  practice  ia  Spaii 
hath  been  to  make  no  ifedaratkins.  Gibnhir 
was  besieged  whilst  your  embassador  wuat 
court.  Allonr  merchants  effeels  will  be leiml 
upon  a  declaration,  and  they  may  Ibrbid  tbt 
return  of  the  Galleons. 
[The  Duke  of  Argyle  said  that  wooM  be  i 
good  thing,  for  it  would  be  great  odds  if  vi 
took  them.] 

BathurtL  Six  months  are  allowed  for  the 
merchants  to  remove  their  eflects.  Will  SpM 
break  this  also  P 

Hervey,  Every  body  owns  tbe  fact  Unr^ 
fore  there  is  no  reason  for  this  mstina  bat  t 


distrust  that  the  Crown  will  not  do  whit  is  as- 
posed.    Perhaps  the  design  is  not  tonues 


declaration  of  war :  but  it  will  be  i 
equivalent. 

LoHidale.  I  own  my  distrust  whetlier  IIm 
ministers  will  give  the  same  advke  tbit  thii 
House  would.  The  miniulers  kft  Spsis  is 
the  opioH>n  that  the  68,000/.  of  the  South  Ses 
Company  would  be  part  of  tbe  95,000^  Tbcy 
must  foresee  this  must  probaUy  nuikea  bcseh. 
If  they  meant  any  thing  agamst  Spsis  tbey 
would  bare  prepared,  tbey  shouM  bsfsfins 
notice  that  a  difficult  time  was  mntdag 
for  the  merchants.  I  am  against  a  SecUfiMa 
of  war :  declare  the  Conventioo  to  be  st  as  coi 
and  that  tlie  King  slioold  do  whst  be  wsuU 
have  done  if  it  had  not  been  Bsade.  Tikiiifrn- 
tisfaction  is  acliog  under  treaties.  IwoaMktn 
out  of  the  question,  the  mentioB  ofiadigiitT, 
&c.  for  without  goin^  to  war  on  seomat  d  i 
we  shouhl  not  name  it. 

Hardwicke,  C.    Thia  is  a  utmmAtnAm  of 


the  sUte  of  the  nation,  and  tberrfbre  ttvjj^ 
of  it  is  to  be  considered,  and  this  was  psit  of  ibi 
wisdom  of  your  ancestors  in  using  tlwssle-  I 
am  aensible  of  the  indignity  pot  epos  tbe  si- 
tion,  and.  the  vengeance  it  raqoires.  Tbcu 
things  may  raise  a  spirit,  and  tbe  samttff^ 
cannot  be  thrown  into  the  tide  of  ipcski^ 
against  this  questkm.  ButtbatisaotlbepoiBi: 
no  harm  will  come  to  Spain  firons  tbisfiatia 
being  carried.  It  will  oi4v  be  girag  tb«  | 
notice.  The  lord  who  spoke  lust  nid  f 
state  of  the  nation  was  fitter  ibr  ncdilitiB 
than  disoMirse,  I  add,  fitter  for  aedea  tb* 
discourse.  The  thing  must  be  done,  sad  wj 
who  advise  the  Crown  will  give  tbesame  tdncc 
that  the  Hou^b  would.  -Dot  yoo  csssotone 
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lecessaty  consequence  of  our  own  advice 
:o  his  Majesty.  The  Breach  of  the  Con- 
tention on  the  part  of  Spain,  my  Xrords, 
egsuns  us  that  opportonitj,  whioi  we  are 
low  to  improve^  m  the  same  manner  as  if 
he  Convention  had  never  been  made. 

We  must  therefore,  my  Lords,  now  have 
■ecourse  to  arms ;  and,  I  believe,  I  need 
lot  suggest  to  your  lordships  that  the  sea 
IS  the  only  element  where  our  quarrel  can 
)e  decided,  as  it  is  the  element  on  which 
It  bcean.  This,  my  Lords,  was  easy  to 
lave  oeen  foreseen  by  our  ministry,  even 
>cfore  the  Convention  was  concluded.  But 
low,  my  Lords,  as  Spain  has  wounded  ; 
he  honour  of  the  crown,  and  people  of 
jreat  Britain,  by  adding  a  Breach  of  that 
l^onvention  to  other  insults  and  injuries, 
ve  ought  to  proceed  after  a  more  vigorous 
nanner,  than  might  have  been  necessary 
)eforethe  Convention  was  concluded.  >Ve 
)ugbt  not  now  so  much  as  to  mention  re- 
)risals  by  our  merchants.    Reprisals  by 

nto  this  whole  question  without  adrisiag  the 
[^rown  to  declare  war.  Satbfactiim  for  the  loss 

8  one  thing,  for  the  ioralt  another. 

Argyle.  The  previous  question  [which  I 
(Qppose  somebody  bad  moved]  is  soinetinies  a 
wrliameatary  act  to  hinder  a  thing  which 
;oold  not  be  hindered  else.  The  Spaniards 
nust  think  yon  will  resent  their  behaviour 
inless  they  think  the  administratioa  will  pre- 
rent  it,  which  cannot  be  thought  after  what  the 
jotd  on  the  Woolsack  hath  said.  Bat  what- 
ver  aecority  the  word  of  the  ministry  may  be 

9  the  nation,  an  address  of  this  House  wiil  fix 
t  that  the  ministry  will  not  be  returaiog  into 
ilgypt.  It  becomes  every  man  to  have  a  jea  • 
ouay  of  his  dearest  friends  that  are  in  an  ad - 
nioistration.  We  may  bafe  another  nego- 
ifttion  if  we  do  not  pin  them  down ;  and  I 
rouUl  make  it  impossible  to  treat  but  as  Britons 
Qf^ht  to  do. 

Scarborough.  I  have  been  in  mat  anxiety 
bout  the  question  of  this  day.  Ido  not  love 
>  deal  hi  egotiaaM,  but  sometimes  it  may  be 
irgiven.  Neither  lear  nor  expectatioo  nor  po- 
alarity  morca  me.  The  question  is  whether 
uch  measures  as  the  nation  calls  out  for  will 
e  taken.  If  they  will  let  the  King  have  all 
le  merit  he  can.  The  ministry  are  so  earnest 
)«t  this  Question  may  not  be  pot,  lot  us  do 
othing  tnat  may  throw  the  blame  on  us  if 
leir  measures  should  fail.  I  am  firmly  con- 
inced  that  such  measures  will  be  taken.  I 
ball  take  shame  it'  i  am  mistaken,  and  no  lord 
ball  exert  himself  against  them  more.  I  never 
lok  more  pains  to  judge  rif^ht,  and  have  altered 
ly  mind  more  than  once  m  this  House. 

Previous  Question  : 

N.  C.  03,  of  whom  were  Bishops  of  Ox- 
ford and  Oloooester. 
€.44.  ' 


merdhants,  my  Lords,  to  a  little  state  are 
pernicious,  and  to  a  great  one  dishonour- 
able. As  the  insult  has  been  offered  to 
his  Majestjr,  his  Majesty's  ships  ought  to 
make  repnnls :  therefore,  I  was  surprised 
when  I  heard  it  mentioned  without  doors, 
on  this  occasion,  that  the  ministry  had  of- 
fered reprisals  to  merchantmen  and  private 
persons.  If  the  royal  navy  of  Great  Bri« 
tain  does  not  act  now,  we  may  despair  of 
ever  seeing  it  act;  for,  my  Lords,  if  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  last  insiilt,  which 
Spain  has  ofiered  to  the  nation,  are  consi* 
dered,  we  perhaps  shall  not  find  the  like 
recorded  in  history.  She  has  now  her 
ships  ready  to  sail  for  the  West  Indies; 
she  has  otner  ships,  the  property  of  which 
belongs  all  to  herself,  on  their  voyage 
homewards ;  yet  ahe  holds  us  so  much  m 
contempt,  that  though  she  could  get  the 
one  sent  out,  and  the  other  brought  home 
with  safety*  by  paying  this  paltry  sum  of 
95,<XXV.  she  refuses  to  do  it.  Is  not  this, 
my  Lords,  telling  us  thkt  she  will  treat  no 
longer :  that  we  dare  not  resent  whatever 
afiront  she  givea  us;  and  that  she  will  risk 
all  the  effect^  all  the  trade  she  has  at  sea, 
rather  than  fulfil  one  article  of  her  en- 
gagements i 

As  this,  my  Lords,  b  evidently  the 
State  of  this  Nation,  with  regard  to  Spain, 
I  shall  beg  leave  to  make  a  motion  to  your 
lordships,  which  I  intend  as  an  introduc- 
tion to  some  others  that  may  follow,  if 
your  lordships  shall  think  fit  to  agree  to 
what  I  am  now  to  propose.  I  therefore, 
humbly  move  your  lordships,  to  resolve, 
**  That  the  non-payment  or  the  95,000^. 
agreedtoby  treaty  to  be  due  from  thecrown 
of  Spain,  as  a  balance  to  the  crown  and  sub- 
iects  of  Great  Britain,  and  expressly  stipu- 
lated to  be  paid  in  money  in  London^ 
within  4  months  after  the  exchan^^e  of  the 
ratifications,  which  time  isnow  expired,  is  a 
manifest  infraction,  on  the  part  of  Spain, 
of  the  Convention  lately  concluded  be- 
tween the  two  crowns,  an  high  indignity 
to  his  Majesty,  and  an  injustice  to  the 
nation." 

Lord  Halifax  t 

My  Lords ;  could  I  be  persuaded  that 
the  same  conduct,  which  has  sunk  the  :na- 
tion  to  that  degree  of  contempt,  whicli  the 
noble  lord  has  just  mentioned,  could  re- 
gain her  honour,  and  assert  her  dignity,  I 
should  not  have  troubled  your  lordships  on 
this  occasion.  But  my  Lords,  convmced 
as  1  am,  that  a  continuance  of  the  same 
conduct  wai,  if  possible,  siidc  ua  stiBlower 
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in  the  ejQS  of  every  naUon  in  Ei^fpe^  I 
cannot  help  taking  this  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing my  concurrence  witih  the  motion 
&ade  by  the  noble  lord.  I  do  it, .my 
Xords,  from  no  disrespect  to  the  persons 
of  those  who  hsive  the  honour  to  be  em- 
ployed by  his  Majesty;  far  less  do  I  mean 
to  reflect  on  any  npble  lord  heee.  I  have 
the  greatest  personal  regard  for  ^^my  of 
the  noble  lords  whom  I  see,  ai\d  who  ^ 
know  have  had  the  honour  to  advise 
%\s  Majesty ;  but,  my  Lords,  as  I  am  per- 
kuaded  they  acted  to  the  best  of  tiieir 
knowledge,  I  hope  I  shall  be  pardoned  if  I 
act  to  the  best  of  mine,  and  declare  to 
your  lordships,  that  my  sincere  opinion  is, 
that  it  is  now  high  time  for  this  House  to 
speak  the  sense  of  the  nation,  and  endea^ 
Tour  to  regain  by  our  arms  what  we  h^ve 
^ost  by  our  councils. 

The  Duke  of  NewuutU  .- 

My  Lords ;  the  noble  lord  who  jspoke 
last,  has  delivered  himself  with  so  much 
•decency,  that  I  am  sorry  I  am  obliged  to 
differ  from  his  lordshipas  to  the  fitness  of 
the  present  motion.  The  fact,  my  Lords, 
contained  in  the  motion,  is  what  I  shall  be 
iar  from  denying ;  I  readily  own,  that  Spain 
h^  behaved  in  a  nK>8t  scandalous ^  unac- 
countable manner  to  this  kingdom?,  a«4 
that  she  pverits  the  severest  mastisemen^ 
of  our  arms.  But,  m^  Lords,  give  me 
leave  to  observe,  that  it  is  not  Spain  alone 
whom  we  are  to  consider  in  toe  present 
question ;  had  we  to  do  with  her  on^  wfi 
could  soon  bripg  her  to  reason.  But,  m]^ 
Lords,  who  can  apsi^^er  for  the  ipart  that  a 
neighbouring  power,  greater  jtnan  Spaing 
may  take  ip  this  quarrel  ?  j[  do  not  saeBf^ 
that  we  are  tamely  to  put  }fp  with  9St/n^ 
and  losses  for  fear  or  tl^is  neifl^boiixing 
power ;  I  op]y  t)unk  9(  is  higjSy  worthy 
Tour  lordships'  deliberation,  to  consider 
now  far  it  is  proper  to  put  both  th^  power 
apd  Spai^  uppn  their  guard,  by  our  com- 
iiig  to  a  Besolution  that  must  inevitably 
prfdupe  an  Address  to  his  Majes^  for  9^ 
Immediate  declaration  of  war.  What 
makes  this  consideration,  my  Lords,  the 
more  necessary  at  present,  is,  that  the 
Ipngdom  is  at  this  juacture  uqprovided  to 
make  head  ajrainst  these  two  oowers.  Let 
U9  once,  my  Lords,  put  ourselves  in  a  con- 
ditiop  to  strike  a  blow,  and  then  we  may 
Itrikp  it  surely  and  safely-  But  by  icoping 
to  this  resolution  we  givp  pur  euemips 
^J™ng,  we  put  them  on  theif'  guard,  j  prgnmt 
which .  may  be  the  memB  of  01^  misparry-  paid  f 
^f'  Pfk9r^flloQ}^MBm^^G(Vm?tif^  The  noble  duke  has  told  us,  tkitre^ 
3  i 


in  a  different  li^  tpom  the  aableM  «bo 
made  the  motion,  and  though  I  did  iiot 
think  that  it  was  a  gQo4^  measure,  n  J  ^• 
cerely  do,  I  think  ,iDgwelfA>bligedi(o  m»l  k 
with  some  decency,  because  it  vss  ap- 
proved  Jby  this  fiouse.  Uaweier,  my 
Lords,  as  J  have  no  objectian  to  tbit  &ct> 
contained  in  this  motioQ^  bat  only  to  ibe 
pjrudeooe  of  our  agreeing  to  it  at  thii  jiioc- 
ture,  I  humhly  move  that  the  previosi 
question  may  be  put. 

Lord  Strafford  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
question  should  be  put  upon  the  motioB; 
but  the  Lord  Chancellor  saymg,  that  aoy 
peer  might  move  for  a  previous  ^oestion, 
the  House  seemed  to  acquiesce  in  his  opi- 
nion, upon  which. 

The  Earl  pf  Cheste^ef^  8ai4 : 
My  Lords;  I  shall  4€^iver  iqijff^  to 
your  iordriiipf  in  the<a«3#  ffMnaer  as  if  dv 
question  its^  w^e^  put,  lest  {  shouUwt 
hav«  another  omartunitgr  i^f  sneakii^  m 
this  subject.  'Die  state  of  this  aation, 
nay  Lords,  is  a  very  /Cjomsplicatedsiibjttt, 
anid  requires  l^at  #^  «li^uld  look  ^udier 
back  than  the  present  juncture.  Oiirsas- 
jaucholy  aituatiop  is  mwing  to  a  stms  of 
miscooduet  Upr  many  yean  past  Tks 
kingdom  has  paid  inunense  /mm  tmni4 
the  support  of  Che  government,  irithout 
receiving  the  least  adyantagje  in  reton. 
Are  our  raanu&ctufiei«  imm-oved?  k  our 
trade  extended  ?  fimi»  ^  art#  of  pesce 
beenjcuitiyatad  jvnopg  ua,  4ttriag  ik  Issf 
eypeasive  oeace  we  hmrm  aaja^?  Ks! 
theyare ail arisibfy gaoe to Mcaj.  Havt 
we  suffered  these  to  go  to  decay,  in  sider 
to  reduce  a  fbrmidabfe  eneipy,  or  to  fid 
domestic  insurreictioBs  ?  ^o !  our  eamfi 
are  more  insolent  ^pd  powerful  than  tTO, 
and  domestic  insurrections  we  bare  hid 
none.  jBvan  9jt  Hum  justant,  my  I^ 
Spain  continues  her  depndatiou  wa 
mo^  violeBoe  dam  oarer,  Mid  yet  the  peo- 
ple of  these  i^one  are  wiOine  to  cooin* 
bote  their  last  rfiiiing,  to  entmle thego- 
vemment  to  support  its  own  honour,  iw* 
last  insult^  my  L*ord||^  we  haye  received 
from  Spain;  is  of  a  piepe  with  the  r^  •^ 
her  conduct,  for  these  ^  f^n  jp^ 
W  hat  qould  W9  eif^^ed  after  suhaiittiiiir  ti 
the  tems  of  tha  CoiweBtaoii,  aAsr  fubnii- 
ting  to  reducedie  demands  of  Mr  nerduaa 
very  near  one  half,  after  submHting  to  ac- 
cept of  their  in&mous  protest,  and  afiw 
submitting  to  deduct  iSflOpt.  for  ^ 
p9yi9^i^  pf  ifM  wiU  npfsr  be 
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not  Joiow  what  part  a  «eighiMUriiig  power 
zuay  take,  if  we  should  proceed  to  videiit 
measures.  X^  her  take  what  part  she  wiU» 
my  Lonfe)  we  can  be  in  no  wofsc  situation 
thenweare.  But  what  part  can  she  take  ? 
She  caonot  look  us  in  the  face  at  sea ;  the 
«annot  preveni  jaur  aeizin^  t^  Spawsh 
)^te-6eet ;  she  caDnot  nedaun  one  farthiag 
nf  the  effects,  if  we  should  seize  ihem,  he- 
cause  they  are  all  eo/baed  in  Spanish 
names;  and  therefore  it  will  become  our 
Isw&I  prize.  But,  says  the  ndrie  duke, 
We  are  not  yet  read^.  What,  jatft  ready, 
my  Lords,  at  this  time  of  day  ?  whose 
/kult  is  that  i  Has  the  government  been 
refused  any  thing  it  has  Mmed  to  strengthen 
his  Majesty's  £uids?  or  has  any  thing 
ha9)pened  that  was  not  both  ^sraseen  and 
faretokl  i  I  remember,  my  Lords,  it  was 
foretold  diat  this  money  never  would  be 
paid ;  and  what  was  the  answ«r  ?  It  was 
«tfisCed  on,  that  we  were  so  formidaUe 
that  Spain  never  would  dare  to  reluse  to 
^y  it.  The  whole  merit  of  the  Conven- 
tion was  put  on  that  sin^e  point.  Can 
you  doidit,  said  they,  that  Spain  has.dis- 
avowed  h^  depredations,  whan  here  she 
pays  damages  for  them  ?  *  Habetis  confiien' 
tern  reum  ;*  Sure  she  will  pever  pretend 
to  insult  us  for  the  future.  But,  my 
Lords,  we  see  she  has  not  only  net  p^d  it, 
hut  holds  us  so  much  in  contempt,  tnat  she 
will  not  so  much  as  gfve  a  reason  for  her 
f  eiiisal.  By  this,  ny  Lords,  she  has  given 
the  lie  to  every  argument  advanced  in 
&vour  of  the  Convention,  and  I  hope  we 
•hall  not  act  so  &r  below  the  dignity  of 
diis  House,  as  to  refuse  to  put  a  question 
upon  a  £ict  that  is  on  all  hands  acknow- 
ledged to  be  true.  This,  my  Lords,  would 
give  ever^  fiweign  power,  and  every  man 
u  the  kmffdom  without  doors,  a  more 
contamptibfe  opinion  of  us,  than  they  have 
cwet  jet  had  of  the  ministry.  Let  us 
tfaere&re,  my  Lords,  as  a  noble  lord  said, 
wiUi  a  spirit  worthy  of  the  blood  and 
name  he  bears,  for  once  speak  the  sense  of 
the  nation,  and  endeavour  to  regain  by  our 
arms,  what  w^  have  lost  by  our  councib. 
Let  us  lay  before  bis  Majesty  the  true 
state  of  tfa^  nation,  that  he  may  no  longer 
be  imposed  upon  by  those  who  have  so  no- 
torioosiy  betrayed  her  interest,  and  disre- 
^4purd6d  his  honour. 

The  Barl  of  ChQlmondelejf  i 

My  Lords ;  if  I  thought  that  our  putting 
the  main  question  ooald  be  of  any  service, 
either  to  his  Majesty  or  the  kingdom,  np 
loid  diould  mam  foadSy  agree  to  it  than 


mjuii.  But  as  I  am  persuaded  timt  it 
jsii^  be  a  detrunentto  both,  and  codd^ 
in  ISO  ^>vent,  be  of  any  advantage  toeither^ 
I  must  bM4eave  to  he  laaiBst  k.  1^ 
noUe  loro^  who  spoke  nrst,  said  veiw 
rigkdy,  thaa  Spain,  iy  not  complving  wilft 
the  payment  of  the  95^00(V.  had  forfeited 
a  great  mai^  advantages  of  much  superior 
consideration,  which  she  nwfat  have  bid 
if  she  had  paid  it.  My  Londs,  this  js  one 
caasan,  to  me,  for  thinking  that  Spain  is 
not  so  unprofided  of  alliances  and  forc^ 
as  we  Matter  ourselves,  otherwise  she  woidd 
never  have  done  so  impolitic^  so  luijust  a 

j  thing.  And,  «y  Lords,  give  me  leave  to 
say,  that  if  we  should  attack  the  Spanisli 

!  Fbte-^eet,  Spain  would  be  the  ieast  sof- 
fever,  the  loss  mnstcome  itpon  ms  and  our 

\  allies,  so  ^let  afi  we  dioiM  gain,  must  be 
the  iU-wtil  of  our  neigfliftKrars,  and  the  ruiii 

I  of  «ur  mercfiants.    A   npble  lord  who 

,«pokeinthedc%nfce,  said,  Hhat  we  were  to 
consider  aM  the  eftcts  in  that  fleeL  if 
aeieed,  as  lawful  prise,  because  entered  ai 
Spanish  names.  They  are  so,  my  Lords  ; 
but  we  know  it  has  been  idways  under- 
atood,  that  so  much  of  these  eflects  as  bfr- 
lon^ed  to  ether  nations,  have  been  as  mudi 
their  own  property,  as  if  they  had  been 
actually  entered  in  their  own  names :  and 
diet,  before  now,  they  could  have  been 
both  reclaimed  and  restored  as  such. 
Therefore,  my  Lords,  as  I  see  no  good 
that  can  attend  our  putting  the  hoain  ques* 
tion,  I  bene  your  lordships  will  agree  to  oar 
putting  the  previous  question. 

Lord  BMihura  t 

My  Lords ;  I  own  iSiat  I  am  for  going 
upon  the  main  qnestioQ,  because,  if  we 
longer  defer  entering  into  vigorous  mea- 
sures, we  may  lose  an  apportuaity  we  never 
can  regain.  We  have  trifled  too  king  with 
Spain,  and  if  we  should  triia  longer,  tiia 
generous  i^esentnent  of  this  natiMiniajr 
wear  off:  people  wHl  begin  to  think  that 
they  are  for  ever  to  suffer,  and,  instead  of 
blaming  Spain,  they  mav  Uane  us.  For 
my  own  part,  my  Lords»  I  wish  to  see 
something  done  towards  retrieving  the  ho- 
nour of  this  kingdom^  while  I  myself  if 
there  were  occasion,  might  be  able  to  bear 
a  part  in  the  service  of  my  country,  before 
I  am  rendered  unable  to  do  any  more  than 
to  sit  down  in  a  great  chair,  andbewwi'ber 
calamities.  This,  my  Loids,  may  be  the 
case  of  every  lord  m  this  House,  who  shall 
have  the  misfortune  to  live,  and  to  see  the 
event  of  our  diffinrenpas  with  Sp^,  if 
things  are  managed  as  they  have  been  for 
some  years  past. 
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.  Many  gircamstances,  my  Lords,  concur 
to  render  ^this  a  fit  opportunity  of  making 
war  upon  that  insultmg  power.  We  have 
now  genets,  we  have  admirals  alire,  who 
have  seen  the  face  of  danger;  who  have 
formerly '  helped  to  reduce  the  power  of 
that  nation  wnich  now  dictates  the  councils 
of  Spain.  The  Spaniards  themselves,  my 
Lords,  are  in  no  condition  to  resist  us :  in 
Old  Spain  a  barren  year  has  reduced  the 
iohabitantstothe  utmost  misery;  thecovrt 
itself  is  obliged  to  retrench  its  expences  in 
pensions  and  salaries.  I  wish  we  were  so 
wise  as  to  follow  their  example  in  this.  In 
America  their  subjects  would  be  glad  of  a 
chfmge  in  government,  so  intolerwle  is  the 
oppression  of  their  governors,  who  are  ge- 
nerally the  hungry,  needy  countrymen  of 
her  Catholic  Majesty,  who  sends  tliem  over 
to  fleece  the  people.  For  some  time,  my 
Lords,  afler  ue  conquest  of  New  Spain, 
every  Spaniard  was  Qualified  to  be  a  go- 
vernor there;  but  afterwards  the  court 
grew  jealous,  and  would  sufter  only  natives 
of  Old  Spain  to  be  appointed  governors ; 
at  last,  only  natives  olf  the  ^cient  king- 
dom were  to  have  that  important  trust 
Since  her  Catholic  Majesty  has  had  so 
much  sway  in  the  management  of  affiurs 
of  state,  the  governors  in  America  are 
generallv  Italians.  In  short,  my  Lords, 
the  whole  ^anish  monarchy  is  now  ma- 
naged by  a  faction.  Shall  we  be  afraid  of 
a  pc(^le  governed  by  a  faction  ?  Or,  my 
Xords,  if  we  were  governed  by  a  faction, 
would  any  people  m  the  world  be  afraid 
of  us  ?  Iberefore,  my  Lords,  I  hope  your 
lordships  trill  put  the  main  question,  and 
jconvince  Spain  and  all  Europe,  bow  dan- 
gerous it  is  for  any  nation  to  insult  the  ho- 
nour of  this  kingdom. 

Lord  Hervey  observed  that  the  com- 
plaints made  against  the  Convention  were 
apparently  groundless :  for  if  it  had  been  a 
bad  measure  for  the  kingdom,  the  Spaniards 
would  certainly  have  nilfilled  it ;  nut  as  it 
was  for  the  advantage  of  the  kingdom, 
they  had  repented,  and  refused  to  fulfil  it. 

Lord  Lonsdule  : 

My  Lords ;  I  should  be  glad-to  suggest 
anything  that  might  reconcile  die  cuffer- 
ent  opinions  of  the  noble  lords  who  have 
spoken  in  this  debate.  I  own,  my  Lords, 
r  am  for  putting  the  main  question, 
but  not  as  it  stan£.  I  see  no  reason  for 
^  our  declaring  the  non-payment  of  95,000/. 
*  to  be  an  indignity  to  Uie  king,  and  an  in- 
justice to  the  kingdom.  I  think  the  mo- 
tion would  do  t^ter  if  it  wanted  these 


words,  and  my  reasons  are  these:  by  the 
American  treaty  betwixt  us  sod  Spain, 
either  nation  is  at  liberty  to  use  letters  dl 
reprisals  or  other  methods  of  obtaiDing 
satbfaction,  if  justice  b  either  absolatelj 
denied,  or  unreasonably  delayed  by  tibe 
otlier.  Now,  my  Lords,  as  die  Conno- 
tion  is  unfulfilled  on  the  part  of  Spain,  aod 
as  one  end  of  the  Convention  was  to  ob- 
tain justice  to  the  merchants  of  this  Ids;- 
dom,  it  necessarily  follows,  that  that  jsticc 
is  absolutely  denied.  Therefore  we  are  to 
look  upoa  ourselves  in  the  same  situation 
we  were^n  before  the  Convention  wa» 
concluded,  and  ouglit  to  proceed  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  it  never  had  existed 
If  it  never  had  existed,  my  Lords,  werou:^ 
have  recourse  to  that  article:  we  oaghtto 
do  so  now,  and  if  we  do,  we  act  strictlj 
up  to  th&  sense  of  treaties ;  we  deprive 
Spain  of  all  jiretenoes  for  calling  in  ber 
allies  to  her  aid ;    and  we  expose  her  ic- 

i'ustice  while  we  are  chastising  her  ioso'  I 
ence.    If  we  should  go  to  war  upon  tha, 
then  she  is  the  aggressor,  and  all  Europe  I 
will  acquit  us  of  imy  ambitious  views  upoo  | 
her  trade,  or  intention  to  disturb  the  cooi- 
mon  tranquillity. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  .' 

Mv  Lords ;  when  I  hear  a  resotution  ot' 
this  kind  moved  for  in  this  House,  1  not 
only  consider  the  matter  of  the  resolution 
proposed,  but  I  take,  as  far  as  I  am  sble, 
under  my  view,  all  that  is  oopsequent 
upon,  or  connected  with  it.  This  rodu- 
tion  contains,  my  Lords,  indeed,  an  undis- 
puted fact;  but  when  I  consider  tb^  it 
must  be  attended  with  another  question, 
as  the  noble  lord  who  made  the  motion  in* 
sinuated,  I  consider  the  consequence  of 
that  question.  This,  my  Lords,  must  pro- 
duce an  address  to  his  Majesty  for  aa  im- 
mediate declaration  of  war.  An  imme- 
diate declaration  of  war,  my  Lords,  at  ^ 
time,  I  apprehend  would  be  very  inopolitic 
in  us.  We  might  put  Spain  upon  ber 
guard  by  such  a  measure,  and  depnrc 
ourselves  of  many  advantages  we  migbt 
have  by  falling  upon  her  without  grriug 
her  any  such  notice.  Besides,  mj  Lords 
the  effects  of  all  our  merchantB  in  tbe 
Spanish  dominions  must  fall  into  the  handi 
of  that  court,  if  we  declare  war  at  thii 
juncture.  But,  my  Lords,  I  am  by  « 
means  for  piitting  the  war  longer  oC  1 
agree  with  the  noble  lord  who  made  tbe 
motion,  that  the  state  of  the  patioo  ii 
more  proper  for  meditation  than  discoui^e* 
I  will  go  farther,  my  Lords»  and  8sy>  ^ 
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t  is  more  proper  for  meditation  and  ac- 
lon  too,  than  discourse.  I  am  for  enter* 
ng  upon  action  immediately,  and  that  we 
my  do  it  more  succeasfiilly,  I  think  we 
mght  to  enter  into  no  measures  that  may 
)ut  our  enemies  upoiu  their  guard.  I 
lope  therefore  your  lordships  will  agree 
o  the  putting  the  previous  question.* 

The  Du^ke  of  Argyle : 

M  V  Lords ;  I  believe  it  was  never  be- 
bre  known  that  every  lord  of  this  House 
)wned  a  matter  of  fact  to  be  true  in  a  de- 
late,  and  yet  refused  to  own  it  upon  the 
{uestion.  This,  my  Lords,  looks  very 
nysterious,  and  I  do  not  love  mysteries. 
^Vhen  people  follow  mysteries,  they  are 
ipt  to  fall  mto  bigotry.  '  I  am,  my  Lords, 
or  our  treading  in  the  plain  road  of  truth, 
lor  can  I  see  the  least  inconveniency  that 
tin  ensue,  if  we  should  put  the  main  ques- 
ion.  Shall  it  be  said,  ray  Lords,  that  this 
iouse  was  afraid  to  speak  the  truth  ?  what 
jower  oa  earth  should  we  be  afraid  of, 
vhile  we  have  a  just  cause,  a  gracious  So- 
eereign,  and  a  brave  people  to  support  us  ? 

The  noble  lord  who  spoke  last  supposed, 
hat  if  we  did  not  declare  war  we  mi^ht 
kttack  Spam  unprovided.  M^  Lords,  if  1 
vere  to  give  a  man  a  blow  with  a  cudgel 
lehind  his  back,  is  it  to  be  supposed  that 
his  man,  if  he  resented  the  blow  imme- 
Liately,  could  take  me  unprovided,  unless 
le  looked  upon  me,  my  Lords,  as  a  down^ 
ight  fboH  IS  he  not  to  expect  that,  afler 
giving  him  sudi  an  affiront,  I  will  be  as 
eady  with  my  sword  as  he  can  be  with 
LIS  ?  the  case,  my  Lords,  is  exactly  the 
ame  betwixt  us  and  Spain.  She  has  in- 
lilted  us  to  the  last  degree,  she  has 
irronged  us,  she  has  broken  her  faith  witli 
IS,  and  as  she  has  done  that,  are  we  to 
xpect  to  steal  a  satisfaction  of  her  by  her 
leing  unpreH^ed^  I  wish  with  all  my 
leart,  my  Lords,  she  may  be  unpre[>ared ; 
lut  whether  she  is  or  not,  our  a^eeing  to 
his  resolution  can  be  of  no  service'  to  her, 
nd  our  not  agreeing  to  it  may  be  a  very 
;reat  discouragement  to  every  man  who 
T^ishes  well  to  his  Majesty's  person  and 
rovemment. 

*  '*  The  Chancellor,  k>rd  Hardwicke,  a  man 
f  moderation,  good  sense,  and  candour,  spoke 
kith  soch  vebemence  in  the  House  of  Lords 
^raiost  the  Depredations  of  the  Spaniards,  and 
a  Ikvour  of  compalsory  measures,  that  sir  Ro- 
bert Walnole,  who  stood  behind  the  throne, 
xcJaimed  tp  those  who  were  jiear  him,  *  Bra- 
TO,  colonel  Yorke,  Brator  "  CoKo's  Me- 
iMHia  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole. 


Tlie  Earl  of  Scarborough  : 

My  Lords ;  the  part  I  have  all  along 
acted  in  this  a&ir  leaves,  I  hope,  no  room 
to  doubt  of  my  impartiality.  Your  lord- 
ships m&y  remember  that  I  was  for  the 
Address  in  the  beginning  of  the  session, 
because  I  thought  it  a  piece  of  personal ' 
respect  due  to  his  Majesty.  When  the 
Convention  came  to  be  considered,  I  op- 
posed it,  as  I  shall  do  every  thing  that  I  ' 
think  contrary  to  the  honour  and  interest 
of  my  Sovereign  and  my  countrJ^  My 
Lords,  as  this  consideration  has  ever  pre- 
vailed with  me,  preferably  to  any  ministe- 
rial attachment,  so  I  have  never  yet  been 
swaged  by  the  motives  of  an jr  party  or  op- 
position to  give  my  voice  against  the  mea- 
sures of  the  ministry,  when  I  thought  they 
tended  to  the  good  of  my  country.  Tliere- 
fore,  my  Lords,  I  flatter  myself^that  your 
lordships  will  look  upon  what  I  am  now  to 
say  as  the  dictates  of  an  unprejudiced 
heart,  uninfluenced  by  hopes,  and  un- 
awed  by  fears.  I  have,  my  Lord^  given 
all  the  attention  I  was  capable  of  ghnng  to 
the  present  debate ;  I  came  into  the  House 
undetermined  how  to  vote  in  this  quet* 
tion;  but  resolved  to  vote  on  that  side' 
which  should  appear  to  me,  on  the  debate, 
to  be  most  reasonable :  and,  my  Lords, 
with  so  equal,  so  unprejudiced  a  mind 
have  I  heard  this  debate,  that  (I  do  not 
know  if  I  ought  to  tell  it)  since  I  camft 
into  this  House,  I  have  changed  my  senti- 
ments three  or  four  times.  Before  the  no- 
ble lord  who  spoke  last  rosq  up,  I  was 
quite  at  a  loss  on  which  side  to  give  my 
voice ;  but  what  his  lordship  said  has  at 
last  determined  me. 

The  affair  we  are  now  upon,  my  Lorlis, 
may  be  resolved  into  this  alternative, ' 
Whether  it  is  most  prudent  for  us  to  agree 
to  a  resolution  which  must  produce  an  ad-  ^ 
dress  for  a  war,  or  depend  on  the  ministry's  ' 
taking  the  proper  measures  ?  My  Lords^  if 
we  agree  to  the  former  proposition,  \te 
may  hurry  the  ministry  too  much ;  and  if 
the  nation  does  not  receive  that  satisfac- 
tion  she  expects,  we  may  give  them  too 
good  a  pretext  for  excusing  themselves, 
by  saying,  the  affair  was  taken  out  of  their 
hands,  the  measures  they  had  laid  down, 
were  rendered  ineffectual  by  the  interpo- 
sition of  other  counsels.  My  Lords,  I  am 
for  taking  from  them  all  pretexts  of  this 
kind,  by  devolving  all  upon  them.  The 
noble  lord  who  spoke  last,  and  who  not 
only  knows  as  much,  but  has  as  good  a, 
foresight,  as  any  lord  in  this  House,  has 
dedared  enough  to  satisfy  me.    His  lord* 
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ship  said  that  the  present  was  a*  time  more 
fit  for  neditation  and  action  too,  thaa  for 
dbcourse.  What  stronger  assuranoes  can 
your  lordsbips  desire  th^tbe  ministry  will 
act  a  part  becoming^  Britons,  that  they  will 
amply  reyenge  the  wrongs  we  have  already 
stiroredy  and  provide  for  the  honour  and 
safety  of  the;  kingdom  ?  My  Lords,  let  me 
become  surety  for  their  proceedings  on 
this  occasion,  I  know  many  amtmgst 
them  to  be  men  of  such  worth,  that  they 
would  disdain  to  amuse  the  nation^  or  to 
unpose  upon  this  House  by  sham  orepa- 
r.m  ions  or  mock  assurances.  My  JLerdsi 
if  they  ^ould  act  in  so  scandalous  a  nidB^ 
ner,  I  should  be  the  first  man  in  this 
House  to  move  for  bringing  them  to  jufr* 
tice;  nay,  my  Lords,  I  nere  solemnly 
promise  to  your  lordships,  that  if,  betee 
your  next  meeting;  evoy  end  i9  not  an- 
swered which  we  could  gain  by  agreeing 
to  the  motion  for  this  resolution,  I  myself 
will,  on  Uie  first  day  of  the  next  session, 
move  the  Hbuse  to  call  them  taan^^ooiiat. 

Sut,  my  Lords,  my  hopes  that  we  shall 
act  a  becoming  part  on  daia  occasion  are 
DOC'  grounded  so  much  on  the  confidence 
r  hav«  iU'  the  ministry,  aa  on  my  knowledge 
of  his  Majesty's  tender  secard  to  the 
ri^^t^  and  properties  of  his  subjects.  No 
cimsidferatioii,  my  Lords,  aHes  what  we 
have  suffered  from  Spain,  can  induce  his 
Majesty  to  aet  any  other  than  a  vigorous 
atkr an  honourable  part;  and,  my  Lords,  I 
thlliik  it  would  be  doing  an  ii^ury  to  his 
Malesty's  known  zeal  for  the  good  of  the 
nation,  if  we  should  precipitate  measures 
by  interposing  in  what  h^  lias,  to  my 
knowledge,  already  resolved  upon.  There- 
fore levme  desire  your  lordsnips  to  drop 
the  main  question,  andput  the  previous  one. 

The  previous  question  being  put,  it  was 
carried  a^nst  putting  the  main  quetition, 
6Sag|unst44» 

Th:e  Idf^s  Speech  at  the  CUse  uf  the 
SiMKm.].  Jane*14.  His  Majesty  pirt;  an 
end'  to  the  Session  with  the  lottowing 
speech  to  both  Houses : 

<'  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen : 

<<  TSe  dispatch  you  have  given  to  the 
pubtio  business  that  has  been  under  your 
conslderatioB,  makes  it  proper  to  put  an 
end  to  this  session  of  paniaoient,  and  to 
give  you  that  recess,  whieh  the  season  of 
the  year  requires. 

''  You  have  so  fuUy  declared  your  senti- 
metits,  as  well  with  regiurd  to  the  past  coa> 


duet  of  Spain,  as  to  the  measnrai  thst 
might  become  necessary  to  be  pur- 
w^  m  coasequeoca  of  any  part,vaicfa 
that  court  might  afterwards  taike,  awna- 
ble  me  to  act>  i%  all  events,  as  the  hooour 
and  interest  oi  my  crown  and  kingdom^bal- 
require,  that  no  ineonveniencea  can  aiise  ; 
from  the  immediate  want  Qi  joar  fimhtr 
assistance,  during  the  recess  of  parlia- 
ment ;  and  I  ahml  so  entirely  felj  upon 
the  assurances  you  have  given  me  vits  so 
much  zeal  and  imanimity,  send  apoD}Oiir 
effisctually  suMjortintf^  me  in  fiiHowing  die 
concivrent  acivioe  or  both- houses  of  par- 
liament^  that  I  will  not  be  wanting  in  mf 
endibMPO«ini,to  vindicate  and  maintain  oar 
undoubted  right,  and  to  anmrer  the  juai 
expectattoos  oif  mypeo^e* 

**  Gentlemenof  thellottfleof  Commflos; 

''  I  return  you  my  thanks  f<^  the  i»- 
cessary  j^yrovismna  you  haive  made  for 
the  service  of  the  cufrent  year,  insoaiials 
a  mannen  The  extwmrdiMry  wff^y 
which  you  have  granted  me,  towaids  aog* 
mentine  my  forces  by  seaaad  land,  ittiicb 
aproef  of  yoor  afiiNstion  addeonfidence 
in  me,  and  of  your  coostaat  attention  to 
the  service  of  yoor  coun^,  that  I  cannot 
enou^  cosamend  this  seaainiaUe  care  of 
the  welfare  and  utety  of  the  kingdoak 
**  My  Lords  antt  Gentlemen ; 

**lBm  persuaded  it  is  unnecessrv  for 
me  to  recommend  to  your  aerioos  coosid^ 
ration,  the  fittal  cbnaemnmoea  that  may 
threaten  a  nation  dividea;  witiiin  itsdf,  in* 
flamed,  and  misled  by  a^  thevndced  arts 
and  insinuations,  timt  malice  and  fekfaood 
can  suggest,  ft  is  too  obviouS)  what  ad* 
vantages  odr  commoa  eneasies  wait  to  take 
from  the  heats  and  animosities,  that,  under 
groundless  pretences,  are  indoEtrioiuly 
fomented,  and  spread  ^roughont  the  king* 
dom.  Let^  all,  who  profeaa  themehei 
zealous  aasertors  of  the  rights  and  priii* 
leges,  laws  and  liberties  of  their  eoortiy) 
and  of  the  brotestant  rdigimi  ondertie- 
present  eBtamidment,  unite  in  tbis  defeUK 
of  tiiese  inestimable  blesaiagB.  Let  tto 
hoitour,  prosperity,  ami  safety  of  the  ite- 
dOm  become  one  common  cause,  and  f^ 
concile  all  civil  discords  and  diridoei: 
that,  by  your  imcmimitv,  ;^ou  may  dinp*. 
point  the  only  hopes  ana  vaia  «spectatiaBi 
of  our  enemies.*' 

The  parliament  was  then  prorogoed  » 
the  9th  of  August,  After  wWdl  it  ^ 
further  prorogued  until  the  15di  of  No- 
vember, on  which  day  both  fienseftiM^ 
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